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Bramford,  Robert  C 

Bratton,  Joseph 

Braxton,  John  S 

Brazil,  steamers  to 

Brentano,  Louenzo  (Representative  from  Illinois),  Report  made 
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Practice  of  pharmacy  in  the  District  of  Columbia 

Brenuon,  Catharine 

Brewster,  Victoria  L 

Brice,  James 

Bridges,  Samuel  A.  (Representative  from  Pennsylvania),  Report 
made  by : 

Venezuelan  awards 

Bright,  John  M.  (Representative  from  Tennessee),  Reports  made 
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Allowance  of  claims  In  the  bill  H.  R.  3068 

Brindle,  William 
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Brooklyn,  city  of 

Brothertown  Indian  reservation -....• 
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Isaacs,  William  B.,&  Co 
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made  by : 
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Jeffreys,  Rosa  y 
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Johnson,  Hiram,  et  al 
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Andrews,  John  F 

Atwell,  Samuel  R 

Collier,  Thomas  W 

Dancau,  J.  H 

Nichols,  John  R .' .. 
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California,  fog-bell  on  Sonth  Farallon  Island 

California  lands,  settlers  on  certain 

Campbell,  Jacob  M.  (Representative  from  Pennsylvania),  Re- 
port made  by : 

National  Iron-Molders^  Union 

Campbell,  John  G 
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Cannon,  Joseph  G.  (Representative  from  Illinois),  Reports  made 
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Transportation  of  United  States  mails  between  Galveston  and 
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Carman,  W.  H 

Carter,  Champer,  jr ^ 
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Cemetery  lot,  Montgomery,  Ala 

Ccville,  Eliza 

Chal3(eks,  J.  R.  (Representative  from  Mississippi),  Reports  made 
by: 

Pacific  Railroad  acts 

Pacific  Railroad  acts 

diambers,  Horace  A.,  heirs  of 

Chamberlain,  Josiah  d 
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Charleston,  S.  C,  Saint  Michael's  church  ....  
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Charlestown,  W.  Va.,  Methodist  Episcopal  Charch,  South 

Charges  aeainst  the  Doorkeeper 

Chatham,  Mass.,  Stage  Harbor  light-hoase 
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Cheeseman,  David  W 
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Chicago,  title  to  certain  public  lands  in , 

Chickering,  John  W 
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Chinese  immigration..: 
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made  by: 
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Claims,  Committee  of,  Reports  from : 

Abbott,  Samuel  W 

Allowance  of,  in  H.  R.  3068 

Barber,  Merritt , 

Beach,  Edgar  A 

Belding,  ILK 
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Claims,  Committee  of.  Reports  Arom — Continaed. 

Fleishill,  Jacob  J......  ..^^ 

Ford,  William  O 

Franklin,  Sarah  B 

Fraser,  J ..• 

Gallaf^her,  Peter. 


Garrison,  Nebemiab,  assiffjiee.... 

Georgia,  relief  of  State  of. 

Golliday,J.S.,and  J.  W.  Boiling 

Grant,  Albert • 

Gailbean,  Francis 

Gorley,  £.  J 

Hardeman,  Sally.. 

Harmon,  Hanson 

Harrison,  James  G 

Hawley,  Richard,  and  Sons 

Hawkins,  Philemon  B 

Head,£.  B 

Hedgepetii,  William 

Ho^ey,  WillR .' 

Holman,  James  D.... , 

Ireland,  Amos , 

James,  B.  S 

Jones.  John,  etal.... 

Joseph,  Richard... 

Kendig,  T.  A 

Latham,  Obadiah  and  Oliver  S 

Lee,  Franklin,  and  Charles  F.  Dunbar 

Leitensdorfer,  Eugene 

Lemon,  H.  H ..j. 

Lively,  E.  H 

Lnther,  Sidney  P 

Lynch,  Bernard 

Macon,  Ga.,  taxes 


Mann,  William  A 

Mason,  Charles  H... 

McCormick,  Panl 

McCormick,  V.  H 

Mclndoe,  William 

Merritt,  William  H 

Miley,  Aaron 

Moore,  Jennie  K. 

Morris,  John  H ... 

Morris,  William  S,,et  al — 

Morrison,  Sarah  B 

Murpby  and  Good 

Mnrphy,  Robert  C 

O'Longblin,  Mary 

Owens,  Josephine  C 

Peasley  and  McClary 

Perkins,  Daniel  W 

Perrin,  Mrs.  F.  A 

Perry,  Colambns  F 

Pierson,  Charles  E 

Piper,  William  J 

Pickard,  iHaiah 

Preston,  Simon  M 

Reed,  John  N.... 

Rew,  John  A.,  &  Co 

Reynolds,  Charles  C 

Rhett,  William  H 

Riley,  Arabella 

Robb,  Susan 

Roberts.  James  and  Noah. .. 

Rolfe,  Henry  P 

Sanger,  Heniy  K.,  estate  of. 


Vol. 

Na 

Parts. 

3 

69t 

3 

667 

5 

H95 

3 

670 

5 

903 

3 

672 

2 

370 

5 

900 

1 

101 

5 

901 

1 

192 

2 

417 

2 

367 

3 

664 

1 

112 

2 

409 

2 

397 

2 

389 

1 

105 

1 

197 

3 

690 

2 

373 

1 

110 

2 

396 

2 

387 

5 

917 

3 

668 

1 

189 

2 

386 

2 

398 

3 

688 

5 

902 

1 

1 

2 

384 

1 

195 

2 

394 

2 

372 

1 

56 

2 

392 

3 

678 

3 

695 

5 

904 

2 

402 

1 

103 

1 

109 

2 

411 

2 

460 

1 

193 

3 

682 

1 

60 

2 

4^ 

3 

671 

1 

194 

3 

6^ 

3 

689 

1 

106 

3 

669 

2 

416 

2 

395 

3 

694 

2 

415 

1 

3 

2 

414 

2 

413 

2 

461 
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Sabjeot  of  HeportB,  by  whom  made,  and  from  what  Committees. 


Claims,  Committee  on,  Heports  from — Continaed. 

Senor,  Jacob  and  Elizabeth 

Short,  Mrs.  O.  F 

Smith,  Nathaniel  G 

Spencer,  Nannie,  administratrix 

Strider,  Thomas 

Targarona,  Peter 

Thomas,  John  I 

Tit8worth,M.  D 

Todd,  Samuel  P 

Todd,  Samuel  P 

Towle,  Albert 

Trowbridge,  Sabin 

Tweedy,  John 

University  of  Notre  Dame  Du  Lac 

Van  Cott,  John,  and  Samuel  Martin 

Walker,  C.H 

Walker,  Ebenezer 

Walker,  Mary  E 

Walker,  T.  A 

WaniA*,  Robert 

Wead,  D.  D 

Webber,  Mary  C 

Wells,  George  M ^ 

Wells,  Mrs.  James  H 

Wheeler,  William  F 

Whiteman,  A.  F.,  administrator,  &c 

Workmen  at  Poverty  Island  light-house 

Witherspoon  and  Suffell 

Claims  of  citizens  of  Montana 

Clark,  Alvah  A.  (Representative  from  New  Jersey ),  Reports  made 
by: 

Annis,  Mrs.  Ann 

Cemetery  lot,  Montgomery,  Ala 

Manuel,  John  J 

Poindexter,  John  S - , 

Scouden,  Peter 

Scouden,  Peter , 

Clark,  Anna  M , 

Clark,  C.C 

Clark,  M.F 

Clark,  Ovid  H 

Clark,  R.W 

Clarksburg,  W.  Ya.,  Methodist  Charch 

Clary.  Daniel 

Clift,  William  B.,  c^  als , 

Clift,  James 

Cline,  Charles 

Clifford,  Edwin  A ^ 

Clinton,  John 

Clippinger,  Annie  M 

Clymer,  Joseph 

Cobaugh,  William  D 

Cobb,  Thomas  R.  (Representative  from  Indiana),  Report  made 
by: 

Tillman  r«.  Smalls - 

Coggswell,  William 

Coin,  goloid 

Mileage  of  members  of  Congress  (1st  session,  No.  2). 

Coinage,  Weiguth,  and  Measures,  Committee  on.  Report  from : 

Goloid  coin 

Collier,  Thomas  W    

Colony,  Margaret  R 

Comfort,  John  tJ 

Colorado  boundary  line -T. 

Commerce,  interstate 


Vol. 

1 

No. 

Parts. 

2 

371 

2 

404 

2 

399 

1 

15 

2 

368 

2 

366 

1 

188 

3 

684 

1 

47 

1 

49 

5 

894 

3 

677 

2 

383 

3 

666 

2 

391 

1 

57 

2 

680 

5 

896 

3 

673 

2 

388 

3 

679 

1 

113 

3 

697 

1 

196 

2 

382 

3 

696 

1 

102 

1 

32 

2 

285 

2 

488 

2 

483 

2 

AS4 

1 

81 

1 

82 

2 

485 

2 

464 

5 

1005 

2 

393 

2 

313 

3 

687 

5 

1008 

1 

139 

2 

450 

1 

39 

4 

713 

1 

59 

1 

48 

2 

3.39 

2 

425 

3 

649 

5 

916 

2 

558 

5 

918 

n 

2 

5 

918 

1 

122 

1 

131 

5 

898 

4 

708 

1 
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IX 


Subject  of  Reports,  by  whom  made,  and  from  what  Committees. 


Ck>]CMERCB,  Committee  od,  Rei)ort8  from : 

Day  beacon  in  Chinooteagae  Bay , 

Fog-bell  on  Soath  Farallon  Island , 

Fog-signal  at  Racine,  Wis 

Hyde,  William  A.,  and  Thomas  G.  Mackie 

Leef,  Juliet,  and  John  McKee 

Life-Saving  Service .y , 

Light-honse  at  Qrand  Maria,  Lake  Superior,  Minnesota 

Light-house  and  fog-signal  on  Round  Island 

Light-house  at  Pentwater 

Light-house  at  Pere  Marquette 

Light-house  at  Stage  Harbor,  Massachusetts 

Light-house  at  mouth  of  Thunder  Bay,  Michigan 

Light- house  at  Half-way  Rock,  Massachusetts 

Light-house  at  Menomonee  Harbor 

Light-house  at  San  Luis  Obispo  Harbor , 

Light>honse  at  Great  Beds,  Raritan  Bay,  New  Jersey 

Light-house  at  Little  Traverse  Bay 

Marine  danger-signal 

Marine  hospital  at  Saint  Paul,  Minn 

Navigation  of  Twelve-mile  Bayou 

North  Louisiana  Railroad  Company 

Old  Dominion  Steamship  Company 

Regulation  of  interstate  commerce 

Regulation  of  steam-vessels 

Steam  fog-signal  at  Stannard's  Rock 

Vessels  not  propelled  by  steam  or  sail , 

Commercial  Bank  of  Knoxville,Tenn 

Commissioner  of  Claims 

Commissioners,  Board  of  Pacific  Railroad 

Compton,  Daniel 

Constitution  of  the  United  States,  amending... 

Construction  of  Rules  No.  69  and  U4  of  House 

Contracts  of  the  Navy  Department 

Cook,  James  H , 

Coppinger,  William , 

Corbett,  Sewell  B , 

ComeU,  J.  B.f  et  al 

Cornell,  William  H 

Corlett,  John  S , 

Corl,  Michael  S 

Cothran,  John  B , 

Cotton  army- worm , 

Cotton,  Jane  D , 

Council  Bluffo.  Iowa,  public  buildiogs  at 

Counsel  fees  iu  Osage  land  suits 

Couit  of  Claims,  jurisdiction  in  Indian  treaties 

Coverdale,  Nanis  H , 

Covert,  James  W.  (Representative  from  New  York),  Report  made 
by: 

Transportation  of  animals , 

Crabbe,  Helen 

Craig,  Maria  B 

Cramer,  Lieut.  Jacob,  heirs  of 

Craven's,  Jordan  £.  (Representative  from  Arkansas),  Report  made 
by: 

Elective  franchise  in  Utah 

Crawford,  Thomas 

Creditors  of  the  jate  republic  of  Texas 

Creditors,  J  odgment 

Creek  or^nan  claim 

Creek  war  pensions 

Crenshaw,  A.  L.  H 

Crittenden,  Thomas  T.  (Representative  from  Missouri),  Reports 
made  bv : 

Cornell,  William  H 


Vol.   No.  Parts. 


4 
4 
2 
2 
4 
2 
3 
2 
2 
2 
3 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
1 
5 
5 
4 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
I 
3 
1 
4 
1 
4 

^ 

o 
2 
2 
5 
4 
5 
4 


1 
5 


5 


4 
4 
1 
2 


5 
1 
2 
2 
5 
1 
1 


817 
788 
423 
347 
705 
426 
699 
419 
421 
420 
698 
821 
822 
823 
824 
786 
116 
907 
950 
809 
200 

33 
245 

62 
114 
115 
369 
205 
620 
145 
819 

13 
787 
879 
349 
219 
924 
827 
872 
78;i 


5  j    973 

2  I     250 


1135 
1006 

377 
1001 

198 


715 
763 
176 
247 


949 

26  1 
2:^6  I 
225  i 
905 

64 
217 


827 


1/2 
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Subject  of  Reports,  by  whom  made,  and  from  what  Comnitteee. 


Crittbnden,  Thomas  T.,  Reports  made  by — Gontinned. 

Jenkins,  Thornton  A ^ • 

Jenkins,  Thornton  A 

McGnnniglee,  Isabella  R 

Odell,J.J. 

Relief  of  certain  naval  officers 

Worthington  and  Sioox  Falls  Railroad  Company 

Croman,  Jacob  G 

Cross,  Mary  Bradley 

Cross,  Thomas  R..- 

Crossin,  Jesse 

Crowley,  James  W 

Croban^h,  Zepheniah 

Culberson,  D.  B.  (Representative  from  Texas),  Report  made 
by: 

Worth,  Andrew  J 

Cnlley,  Lan^ley  B 

Culver,  F.B --.-- 

Cumberland  Valley  Railroad  Company 

Cumming^  Joseph  M.,  at  al 

CuMMiNOs,  Henry  J.  B.  (Representative  from  Iowa),  Reports  made 
by: 

Bryant,  Richard  T 

Burwell,  William  P 

Call,  Anson 

City  Distilling  Company  of  Pekin,  111 

Clark,  M.P 

Dickins,  Asbury,  heirs  of 

Hervey,  WillR 

Holman,  James  D 

McCormick,  Paul 

Merritt,  William  H 

Morrison,  Sarah  B 

Preston,  Simon  M 

Walker,  T.  A 

Webber,  Mary  C .* 

Wells,  Mrs.  James  H 

Witherspoon  and  Sufifell 

Workingmen  at  Poverty  Island  light-house 

Cumminffs,  J.J , 

Cnnnineham,  Moses , 

Curby,  Abraham  .* 

Curran,  William  H , 

Cushing,  Thomas  B , 

Custer,  Elizabeth  B 

Castoro-house,  Memphis,  Tenn , 

Cutler,  Augustus  W.  (Representative  from  New  Jersey),  Report 
made  by : 

Transportation  of  animals 

Dahler,  Charles  L 

Dablgren,  MadalineV , 

Dakota,  penitentiary  in , 

Danford,  Lorenzo  (Representative  from  Ohio),  Report  made 
by: 

Jarboe,  Horace 

Malster,  William  T 

Potts,  Howard  D 

Danlon  John 

Danville,  Ya.,  public  buildings  at 

Danger-sign  aid 

Darrell  r«.  Acklen 

Davenport,  Levi  C 

Davis,  Mrs.  Elizabeth 


3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
1 
2 

4 

1 
5 
2 


2 
5 
2 
3 
5 


1 
1 
1 
3 
2 
3 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 
1 
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 

I 
2 

5 

1 

4 


Parts. 


638 
637 
635 
639 
636 
187 
584 
573 
743 
28 
873 
322 


201 
942 
228 
693 

897 


104 
31 
58 
674 
393 
675 
105 
197 
394 
392 
103 
106 
673 
113 
196 
32 
102 
453 
500 
161 
263 
925 
191 
816 


715 


2 

410 

5 

8a5 

5 

915 

2 

277 

2 

290 

1 

99 

5 

870 

4 

785 

5 

907 

1 

147 

2 

586 

4 

734 
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Sslo^et  of  Beports,  by  whom  made,  and  from  what  CommitteeB. 


Davis,  Joskph  J.  (Repreeentative  from  North  Carolina),  Reports 
made  by : 

Bidon  and  Wilson 

Bond,  J.  D.,  and  Brother 

Barren,  David  G 

Comfort,  John  C 

Commereial  Bank  of  Knoxville,  Tenn 

Cnmberland  Valley  Railroad  Company 

Caramine,  Joeeph  M.,  et  al 

De  Leon,  JSdwin 

Franklin,  Sarah  B 

Georgia,  State  of,  relief  of 

Hannon,  Hanson 

James,  B.  S 

JoDes,  John,  R.  H.  Ramsey,  and  W.  G.  Saaterman 

Leitensdorfer,  Eugene 

McConnick,  V.  H 

lAoote,  Jennie  K , 

Bhett,  William  H 

Seoer,  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  ., 

Strider,  Thomas 

Torgarona,  Peter 

Towie,  Albert 

Walker,  Mary  E 

Wells,  Gfeoree  M , 

Whitewood  Flame  Company 

Whitman,  A.  F.,  administrator,  &c i 

Davis,  Raehael  A 

PaTia,  W.S 

Dav-beaoon  in  Chincotei^ae 

Daf,  Charles  H , 

Dean  r«.  Field 

Decker^Silas  B w 

Deery,  William  H 

De  Haven,  Mary  N 

Delegate  from  Indian  Territory 

De  Leon,  Edwin 

De  Leon,  Santiago 

Denene,  William 

Dexisoj^,  Dudley  C.  (Representative  from  Vermont),  Report  made 
by : 

Granting  land  to  the  city  of  Barlington,  Iowa 

Denny,  George 

Denver,  donation  of  lot  in,  for  schools 

Drsbrow,  Mary 

DeWitt,  L  Clinton 

Dewling,  Isaiah ;.. 

DiBRELL,  George  G.  (Representative  from  Tennessee),  Reports 
made  by : 

Armstrong,  Francis 

Bochanau,  W.Jesse 

Clift,  James 

Dadley,  Mrs.  Aanie  M 

Evans,  John  H 

Fifteenth  and  Sixteenth  Missouri  Cavalry  Volunteers 

Hobbs,  George , 

Knox,  Lieut.  Thomas  F ^ 

McLin,  James  E 

Montana,  citizens  of , 

Ninth  United  States  Infantry 

Qaintin,  Lieut.  Julias 

Smith,  James 

Summers,  Charles  G 

Sammers,  Charles  G 

Von  Haacke,  Adolph 

Wood,  Charles  W 

Wood,  WeeJej- .-.---,-........ ---....-........ 


1 
1 
1 
6 
2 
3 
5 
3 
5 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
2 
3 
3 
2 
2 
2 
5 
5 
3 
5 
3 
4 
1 
4 
1 
1 
4 
2 
5 
4 
3 
5 
2 


5 
6 
4 
2 
2 
5 


5 
1 
1 
2 
1 
5 
1 
2 
2 
2 
5 
2 
1 
5 
5 
2 
1 
5 


55 
54 
190 
698 
369 
693 
897 
692 
^5 
370 
367 
373 
110 
189 
372 
695 
694 
371 
368 
366 
894 
896 
697 
887 
696 
768 
87 
817 
173 
239 
759 
357 
972 
807 
692 
1013 
580 


1007 
877 
784 
507 
332 
936 


995 

75 

39 
266 

40 
992 

74 
264 
265 
285 
993 
472 

11 
997 
996 
471 

10 
994  \ 


1,2 


XII 


INDEX. 


Sabject  of  Reports,  by  wbom  made,  and  from  what  CommitteeB. 


Dickens,  Asbnry,  heirs  of 

Dickey,  Henry  L.  (Representative  from  Ohio),  Reports  made  by : 

Caster,  Elizabeth  B 

Ford,WUliamG 

Gurley,  E.  J 

Mason,  Charles  H \ 

Owens,  Josephine  C 

Pierson,  Charles  E , 

University  of  Notre  Dame,  Da  Lac 

Dillehanty,  LncindaC 

Dillenger,  John 

Dillon,  William  B 

Dismal  Swamp  Canal  Company 

District  of  Columbia,  Committee  on.  Reports  from : 

Commitment  of  prisoners  in  the  District  of  Colnmbia 

Franklin  Insurance  Company 

Gas-light  companies  in  Washington  City 

Leasing  Unitarian  church  property 

Low  grounds  in  Washington,  D.  C 

Practice  of  pharmacy , 

Purchase  of  Seaton  House 

Sovereigns'  Distributive  Agency , 

Swiss  Benevolent  Society , 

Washington  Eye,  Ear,  and  Throat  hospital 

District  of  Columbia  prison , 

Distilling  Company  of  Pekin,  Illinois 

Dodd,  JohnW.&Co 

Dodson,  Bigsley  E 

Donnelly,  Daniel 

Don  Pedro,  schooner 

Doorkeeper  of  the  House,  charges  agaiost 

Dorsey,  John  M 

Doty,  H.  H 

Doty,  De  Forest  T..... 

Dry-dock  at  Mare  Island,  California 

Duclozel,  Charles  O 

Dudley,  Annie  M 

Duffleld,  Milton  B 

Dunbar,  Charles  F 

Dunbar,  Mrs.  Isabella 

Duncan,  J.  H 

DuNNBix,  Mark  H.  (Representative  from  Minnesota),  Reports 
made  by : 

Fog-signal  at  Racine,  Wis 

Hyde,  William  A.,  and  Thomas  G.  Mackey 

Light-house,  Grand  Marias,  Minn , 

Marine  danger-signal 

Marine  hospital,  Saint  Paul,  Minn 

Old  Dominion  Steamship  Company 

Dunscomb,  Samuel  H 

Durham,  Milton  J.  (Representative  from  Kentucky),  Report 
made  by : 

Hall,  G.  A 

Duvall,  William  T 

E. 

Eagle  and  Pbosnix  Manufacturing  Company 

Eaton,  Henry  Z s 

Eaton,  John 

Eden,  John  R.  (Representative  from  Illinois),  Reports  made  by: 

Bombonell,  Charles 

Gall,  John  W 

Harmon,  M.G 

Shannon,  Joseph  R 

Transfer  of  claims  under  act  of  July  4, 1864,  to  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Claims 


Parts. 


1 
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
3 
3 
5 
3 
4 

4 
1 
1 
2 
4 
2 
4 
1 
1 
1 
4 
3 
1 
2 
2 

2 
3 
3 
3 
4 
5 
2 
2 
3 
2 
1 


2 
2 
3 
5 
5 
1 
2 


5 


1 
5 
2 

4 
4 
1 
2 


191 
667 
192 
195 
193 
194 
666 
607 
869 
602 
802 

815 
231 
233 
418 
814 
351 
813 
232 
234 
235 
819 
674 
108 
561 
585 
439 
422 
665 
626 
594 
829 
947 
266 
459 
668 
299 
25 


423 
347 
699 
907 
950 
33 
444 


353 

889 


4 

1011 
283 

828 

712 

50 

440 

205 
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Subject  of  Reports,  by  whom  made,  and  from  what  Committees. 


Eden,  John  R.,  Reports  made  by — Continaed : 

Valier,  Charles 

Edmonson,  Catharine  S 

Edmouston,  William  C 

Education  and  Labor,  Committee  on.  Reports  from  : 

Chinese  immigration 

Education  of  the  blind , 

National  Iron-Molders'  Union 

Trnstees  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Seminary 

William  and  Mary  College,  Virginia 

Education  of  the  blind 

Edwards,  Benjamin  E 

Edwards,  Harriet  E 

Edwards,  William  H 

Egbert,  Caroline  M ,.- 

Elections,  Committee  of,  Reports  from  : 

Acklen  vs.  Darrell 

Deanr«.  Field 

Patterson  V8.  Belford 

Richardson  v«.  Rainey 

Tillman  vs.  Smalls 

Wigginton  V9.  Pacheco 

Wigginton  vs.  Pacheco 

Election  of  delegate  from  Indian  Territory 

El«»ction  of  delegates  from  Indian  Territory 

Election  of  delegates  from  Indian  Territory 

Election  of  President  and  Vice-President 

Elective  franchise  in  UtAh 

Electoral  vote  of  Maryland 

Electrical  annunciators 

Eixis,  £.  John  (Representative  from  Louisiana),  R<3port  made 
by: 

Richardson  r«.  Rainey 

Ellis,  John  F 

Ellsworth,  Charles  C.  (Representative  from  Michigan),  Reports 
made  by : 

Boyden,  N , 

Brice,  James , 

Campbell,  John  G , 

Clinton,  John 

Dahler,  Charles  L 

DuflSeld,  Milton  B 

Edmonston,  William  C 

Felton,  C.  N 

Grant,  Albert 

Hardeman,  Sally 

Hawkins,  Philemon  B , 

Murphy,  Robert  C , 

O'Langhlin,  Mary , 

Perkins,  Daniel  W 

Perrin,  Mrs.  F.  A 

Rew,  John  A.,  &  Co 

Riley,  Arabella 

Robb,  Susan 

Roberts,  James  and  Noah 

Rolfe,  Henry  P 

Sanger,  Henry  K.,  estate  of 

Spencer,  Nannie,  administratrix 

Todd,  Samuel  P 

Todd,  Samuel  P 

Engineers,  civil,  in  the  Navy 

Engraving  and  printing  government  issues ...< 

Enlistments  in  the  Navy 

Enterprise  Insurance  Comi)any , 

Equalization  of  bounties , 

Erben,  Henry , 


Vol. 

No. 

4 

711 

o 

J>70 

2 

458 

1 

240 

2 

455 

2 

364 

1 

91 

1 

12 

2 

455 

1 

221 

2 

3()2 

4 

764 

4 

793 

1 

li7 

1,2 

1 

239 

1 

14 

• 

4 

806 

5 

916 

1 

118 

1 

83 

1 

95 

4 

807 

1,2 

5 

1002 

4 

819 

5 

949 

5 

998 

1,5 

1 

52 

4 

806 

2 

563 

2 

462 

1 

61 

2 

412 

1 

48 

2 

410 

2 

457 

2 

468 

2 

408 

1 

101 

2 

417 

2 

409 

2 

411 

2 

460 

1 

60 

2 

407 

2 

416 

2 

415 

1 

3 

2 

414 

2 

413 

2 

461 

1 

15 

1 

47 

1 

49 

5 

938 

5 

906 

2 

432 

5 

944 

5 

1000 

3 

661 
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Subject  of  Heporta,  by  whom  made,  and  from  what  Committeee. 


Erie  and  Michigan  Lakes,  transportation  between 

Erie,  Pa^  pablic  baildingsin 

Erwin,  Robert 

Evans,  Is  bell  L 

Evans,  I.  Newton  (Representative  from  Pennsylvania),  Reports 
made  by : 

Desbrow,  Mary 

Farwell,  Ebeneser 

Frankeberger,  William 

Evans,  Birs.  Joiia  S.  W 

Evans,  John  H 

Evms,  John  H.  (Representative  from  South  Carolina),  Reports 
made  by : 

Canfield,  Baker 

Goodhue,  John  M 

Gregg,  Feriba  A 

Hakes,  Dwight  H 

Jobe,  G.  W 

ExpMition  to  Arctic  Seaa , 

Expenditures  in  the  Navy  Department,  Committee  on.  Re- 
port from : 

Contracts  of  Navy  Department , 

Expenditures  in  the  State  Department,  Committee  on.  Re- 
port from : 

Impeachment  of  Oliver  B.  Bradford 

Expenses  of  States  in  defense  of  United  States 

F. 

Fairley,  Agnes 

Falls.  William 

Farallon  Island,  fog-bell  on 

Farley,  Annie 

Farrar,  Nelson  M 

Farrar,  W.  B 

Farwell,  Ebenezer , 

Faucett,  Robert  T.,  &  Co 

Fearon,  Mary 

Fechtels,  Helena 

Fegan,  Christopher 

Felton,C.N 

Ferguson,  William  P 

Ferrell,  John  H 

Field  vs.  Dean 

Fish.  Dudley  A 

Fish  Dack,  James 

Fishburne,  Henry 

Fleishill,  Jacob  J 

Flock,  Herman 

Florida  land-scrip 

Florida  war  pensions 

Flume  Company,  Whitewood 

Flynn,  John 

Fog-bell  on  South  Farallon  leland 

Fog-signal  at  Stannard's  Rock 

Fog-signal  at  Racine,  Wis 

Fonda,  William  S 

Ford,  William  G 

Foreign  Affairs,  Committee  on,  Reports  from  : 

Coppinger,  William,  and  Augustus  Watson 

Japanese  indemnity  fund 

Mexican  awards 

Paris  exhibition  (first  session,  No.  3,  parts  1  and  2) 

Pelletier,  Antonio 

Refunding  tonnage-tax 

Relations  of  United  States  with  Mexico 


507 
509 
508 
298 
40 


2 

257 

2 

258 

2 

259 

2 

255 

2 

256 

1 

96 

787 


1,2 


4 

818 

1 

2 

209 

1 

134 

2 

452 

4 

788 

2 

554 

2 

551 

5 

880 

2 

509 

1 

2 

405 

1 

28 

5 

837 

5 

844 

2 

408 

4 

832 

5 

846 

1 

239 

1 

169 

1 

107 

4 

773 

3 

691 

2 

320 

2 

249 

1 

64 

5 

887 

1 

45 

4 

788 

1 

114 

2 

423 

4 

776 

3 

667 

2 

349 

5 

913 

1 

27 

1 

3 

1.2 

1 

51 

1 

124 

1,2 

3 

701 
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XV 


8obj6ct  of  Reports,  by  whom  made,  and  from  what  Committees. 


FoBxiGN  Affairs,  Committee  on,  Reports  from — Continoed. 

Rosarioand  CarmenMining  Company , 

Yeneznelan  awards , 

Yenezaelan  awards 

For&itnreof  land-grants  to  railroads... 

Forry,  Abraham , 

Fort,  Grkknbdrt  L.  (Representative  from  Illinois},  Report  made 
by: 

Engraving  and  printing  government  issnes 

Fort  Tuma  Deisert ;  fresh  water , 

Foster,  Mrs.  Ellen  B i 

Frailey,  Eliza  H 

Frankenberger,  William 

Franklin  Insurance  Company 

Franklin,  Sarah  B 

Frazer,  J 

Frazee,  Biary 

FieilfLevi  J 

French,  Henry  S 

FTey,John 

Fritz,  George 

Fry,  Agnes  E 

Fry,  WnjJAM  P.  (Representative  from  Maine),  Reports  made  by : 

Battersby,  William 

Erwin,  Robert 

Schooner  Don  Pedro 

Folks,  Elizabeth 

Fuller,  Benoni  S.  (Representative  from  Indiana),  Reports  made 
bjr: 

Forfeiture  of  land-grants  to  certain  railroad  companies 

Taxation  on  railroad  lands 

Fuller,  Mary ^ 

G. 

Gaff,T.and  J.W.,&Co 

Galezio,  Charles  G 

Gall,  John  W 

Gallagher,  Catharine  H 

Gallngher,  Peter 

Galveston  and  Vera  Crnz  mails 

Gardksr,  Mills  (Representative  from  Ohio),  Reports  made  by : 

Cline,  Charles 

Holland,  John 

Kortz,  Elizabeth 

Paine,  Franklin 

Slawson,  Charles 

Thompson,  James  P 

Weatherby,  Henry  C 

W^ebb,  Martha 

Garrison,  Nehemiah,  assignee 

Garrett,  William  H 

Gas-light  companies  in  Wasbiogton 

Gates,  H.  Lonise 

Ganlt,  John.jr 

Gause,  Lucikx  C.  (Representative  from  Arkansas),  Report  made 
by: 

Fresh  water  in  Fort  Yuma  Desert 

Gavin,  John... 

Gee,  Henry 

Goormill,  Catharine 

Geneva  award,  distribution  of 

George,  Esther  A 

George,  Stephen  L 

Georgia,  State  of 

Gibbes  dc  Company 

Gibson,  WiUiam 


3 
3 
4 
5 
4 


6 
2 
2 
5 
2 
1 
5 
3 
5 
2 
2 
2 
3 
5 

2 
5 
2 
5 


5 
4 
3 


Parts. 


3 
4 
1 
5 
2 


700 
702 
805 
911 
744 


906 
380 
356 
858 
508 
231 
895 
670 
848 
515 
447 
359 
650 
931 

438 
910 
439 
960 


911 
709 
641 


2 
2 
4 
2 
5 
5 

4 
2 
2 
3 
1 
1 
1 
2   506 


374 
327 
712 
355 
903 
886 

713 
505 
504 
503 
128 
126 
127 


672 
720 
233 
878 
477 


2 

380 

5 

667 

2 

428 

4 

778 

3 

663 

2 

529 

2 

^77 

2 

370 

1 

206 

4 

779 
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Subject  of  Keports,  by  whom  made,  and  from  what  Committees. 


GiddiDgs,  George  H.  (first  session) 

GiDDiNGS,  D.  C.  (Representative  from  Texas),  Report  made  by : 

Transportation  of  mails  between  Vera  Craz  and  Galveston, 

Texas 

Gillespie,  Jam^es  B 

Gillespie,  John  B 

Glackin,  Patrick 

Gleason,  Andrew 

Groldsborongh,  Elizabeth  W 

Golliday.J.S.,andJ.VV.Bolling ^ 

Goloid  coin *. 

Good  &  Murphy 

GooDE,  John  (Representative  from  Virginia),  Reports  made  by : 

Bullock,  Alfred  D 

Dry-dock,  Mare  Island,  California 

Kane,  Aloysins 

League  Island  navy-yard 

Trustees  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Seminary,  Virginia 

Waltemyer,  J 

William  and  Mary  College 

Gooding,  Andrew  A 

Goodhue,  John  M 

Gordon,  James  R * 

Goss,  Sarah  J 

Gould,  William  A 

Government  issues,  engraving  and  printing 

Government  Printing  Office 

Graham,  J.  D 

Grand  Marais,  ligl^i-house  at 

Grant,  Albert 

Grant-Pemberton  Monnment,  Vicksburg,  Miss 

Graydon,  James  Weir 

Great  Southern  Railway 

Great  Beds,  light-house  at 

Green  and  Parvin 

Greensboro,  N.  C,  public  buildings. 

Gregg,  Feriba  A 

Groce,  Jacob  M.... 

Grossman,  Henry 

Grove,  George 

Grove,  Samuel , 

Gnibbins,  John 

Guilbeau,  Francis 

GuNTKR,  Thomas  M.  (Representative  from  Arkansas),  Reports 
made  by :  ^ 

Arrears  due  Chickasaw  Nation 

Arrears  due  Chickasaw  Nation.... 

Bolton  claim 

Location  of  land  scrip 

Location  of  land  scrip  in  Florida,  Louisiana,  and  Missouri  . . . 

McGregor,  James 

Payments  from  the  sale  of  Osage  Indian  lands 

Gurley,  E.  J 

Guthrie,  John 

Guthrie,  Louise  J.,  eta/« 

H. 

Habersham,  Robert,  e<  al 

Hadley,  Henry 

Haffords,  William 

Haile,  MaryC 

Haines,  John 

Hakes,  Dwight  W : 

Halbert,  Nathaniel 

Haley,  John 


5  , 

1 

4 

5 

5 

1 

5 

r> 


2 
4 
1 
^ 
1 
2 
1 
2 
2 
4 
2 
2 
5 
1 
3 
3 
1 
2 
3 
5 
4 
5 
5 
2 
2 
4 
2 
2 
5 
5 


2 
4 
1 
2 
2 
1 
5 
1 
3 
1 


886 
142 
796 
842 
691 
98 
900 
918 
109 

280 
829 

41 
834 

91 
281 

12 
519 
258 
771 
555 
337 
906 
199 
631 
699 
101 
288 
624 
999 
786 
1016 
1006 
259 
549 
719 
343 
365 
865 
901 


354 
808 
243 
248 
249 
226 
914 
192 
624 
141 


Parts. 


5 

921 

2 

5:n 

1 

167 

3 

600 

1 

78 

2 

255 

5 

963 

3 

652 
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XVII 


Sobject  of  BepoitSy  bj  whom  made,  aod  from  wfaftt  Committees. 


Halfway  Rook  lifi^bt-hoase 

Hftll,  EUzabetb 

H»U,0.  A 

Hall,  Johns - 

Hall,  John  P 

Hall  of  Hoase,  ventilalion  of 

Hallam,  Haonah 

HaUer,  Mai.  Grand  vilU>  O 

HalpiD,  William  G 

Halstead,  Calvin 

Hal  wiok,  Peter  M 

Hamilton,  Andrew  H.  (Represeotatiye  from  Indiana),  Reports 
made  by : 

Paris  Exhibition  (1st  session.  No.  3,  part  2) 

Veoeznelan  awards 

Hamilton,  Sarah 

Hamlink,  Derrick  F 

Hampton  Roads  quarantine  hospital 

Hanna,  John  (Representative  uom  Indiana),  Reports  made  bj : 

Barron,  John  M 

Cornell,  J.  B.^  et  al • •• , 

Ciishing,  Thomas  B 

Erben,  Henry , 

G<dd«borouKh,  Elizabeth  W 

Holroyd,  John • , 

McCrea,  Commander  Edward  P 

McKay,  Nathaniel • 

McKay,  Donald 

Naval  contractors 

Navy  and  Marine  Corps  life  insurance 

Nicholson,  Somerville 

Reaney,  Son  and  Archibold 

Secor  &.  Co.  and  Perine,  Secor  &  Co , 

Steele,  William  A.,  and  Charles  P.  Chouteau , 

Hansen,  William  S.,  &  Sons , 

Hardeman,  Sallie .- 

Hare,  Elizabeth  B.  C 

Harher,  Alfred  C.  (Representative  from  Pennsylvania),  Reports 
made  by : 

Loyall,  Benjamin  P 

McGill,  JohnD 

Meagher,  Peter 

Harmon,  Hanson 

Harmon,  M.  G 

Harpending,  Hiram,  minor  cl^ildren  of 

Harris,  Bbnjamin  W.  (Representative  from  Massachusetts),  Re- 
ports made  by : 

Boand  of  assistants  for  the  Navy 

Coverdale,  Nunis  H ^ 

Dahlgren,  Madeline  V • 

Doty,H.H 

Movable  to^edoes 

Removal  of  Naval  Observatory 

Van  Cort,  Mrs.  C.  A 

Weeks,  Asa 

Harris,  Catherine 

Harris,  Hbnry  R.  (Representative  from  Georgia),  Reports  made 
by: 

Dahlgren,  Madeline  y 

Miller,  John  S.,  estate  of 

Warring,  James  J 

Harris,  John  T.  (Representative  from  Virginia),  Reports  made 
by: 

Acklen  vs.  Darrall 

Hnrst,  Fielding 

Patterson  1*9.  Belford 

H.  KEP. II 


Vol. 

Ko. 

fm 

735 

353 

130 

912 

119 

74r> 

375 

474 

Tp 

789 

79 

3 

792 

3 

565 

3 

060 

3 

029 

2 

276 

5 

924 

5 

925 

3 

661 

1 

98 

2 

275 

3 

628 

2 

271 

3 

274 

2 

272 

5 

926 

5 

928 

2 

273 

2 

270 

o 

927 

2 

491 

2 

417 

2 

361 

2 

278 

3 

633 

3 

634 

2 

367 

1 

50 

5 

P55 

3 

662 

1 

198 

5 

885 

3 

626 

5 

943 

2 

454 

3 

627 

1 

63 

2 

540 

5 

885 

1 

30 

1 

29 

1 

147 

4 

820 

1 

14 

Parts. 


2 
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Snliject  of  Reportfl,  by  whom  made,  and  from  what  Committees. 


Harris,  John  T.,  Reports  made  by— Continaed. 


Simpkins,  Jesse 

Wigginton  t'«.  Pacheco 

Harris,  Jane  A 

Harris,  Mary  G 

Harrison,  Carter  H.  (Representative  from  Illinois),  Report  made 
by: 

Doorkeeper  of  House,  charges  against 

Harrison,  George  A 

Harrison,  James  G 

Harrison,  Sidney  A 

Hartridoe,  Julian  (Representative  from  Georgia),  Reports  made 
by: 

Bondinot,£.  C 

Eagle  and  Phcenix  Manufactnring  Company  of  Georgia 

Habersham,  Robert,  etal 

Johnson,  James  ...• 

Judicial  proceedings  to  give  effect  to  the  electoral  vote  of 
Maryland  in  the  late  Presidential  election 

Settlement  of  accounts  of  certain  railways 

Haskell,  Dudley  C.  (Representative  from  Kansas),  Report  made 
by: 

Edncation  of  the  blind 

Haveland,  Abby  C 

Hawkins,  Philemon  B 

Hawley,  Caroline 

Hawley,  Richard,  and  Sons 

Hayes,  James  H 

Hazard,  William  P , 

Hazblton,  George  C.  (Representative^ from  Wisconsin),  Reports 
made  by : 

Dismal  Swamp  Canal 

Water  transportation  between  Lakes  Michigan  and  Erie 

Head,E.  B  

Heater,  John 

Hebert,  Mrs.  Eliza  E 

Hedgepeth,  William 

Held,  Charles 

Hendee,  GeorgeW.  (Representative  from  Vermont),  Report  made 
by: 

Leasing  Unitarian  Church  property 

Henderson,  John 

Henderson.  Thomas  J.  (Representative  from  Illinois),  Reports 
made  by : 

Abbott,  Samuel  W 

Barber,  Merrett 

Billups,  Joel  A 

Blackwell,  William  T.,&  Co 

Boardman,H.  G.. 

Braxton,  John  G • ' 

Clark,  R.W 

Dodd,John  W.,&Co 

Faucett,  Robert  T.,  &  Co 

Flshbaek,  James 

Morris,  William  G.,c*  al 

Murphy  and  Good 

Peasley  and  McClary 

Piper,  William  J 

Short,  Mrs.  O.  F 

Smith,  NatKaniel  G 

Titsworth,  M.  D 

Hennessey,  Augustine 

Henry,  Daniel  M.  (Representative  from  Maryland),  Reports 
made  by : 

Burgess,  William  S.,  and  others 

Fleisbel),  Jacob  J 


No. 


Parts. 


1 
1 
2 
2 


2 
5 
3 
3 


5 
1 
5 
1 

5 
5 


2 
5 
2 
3 
1 
4 
2 


4 

5 
2 
1 
1 
2 
5 


1 
4 


3 
2 
3 
2 
2 
2 
3 
1 
2 
1 
2 
1 
3 
3 
2 
2 
3 
5 


2 
3 


92 
118 
546 
545 


422 
981 
664 
613 


920 

4 

921 

202 

998 
909 


455 
853 
409 
592 
112 
722 
286 


802 
1010 
397 
35 
216 
:^89 
854 


418 
703 


683 
403 
686 
406 
400 
401 
687 
108 
405 
107 
402 
109 
682 
685 
404 
399 
684 
968 


390 
691 
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Sabject  of  Reports,  by  whom  made,  and  from  what  Committees. 


HEyRY.  Daniel  M.,  Reports  made  by — CoDtinned. 
Golladay,  J.  S.,  and  J.  W.  Bowling 


Ouilbean,  Francis 

}Iedgex>eth,  William 

Ireland,  Amos 

Kendig,  T.  A 

Lemon,  H.  H 

Lather,  Sidney  P 

Melodoe,  William 

Packard,  Isaiah 

Van  Cott,  John,  and  Samnel  Martin 

Walker,  C.H 

Warner,  Robert 

Henry,  Philip 

HenUey,  Wesley 

Herbert,  Mrs.  Eliza  £ 

Herr,  A.'H 

Herrick,  Nancy  A 

Hervey,  WillR 

Hesselberger,  Gnslave  A 

Hewett,  C^iarles 

Hewftt,  Goldsmith  W.  (Representative  ftrom  Alabama),  Re-  i 
XM>rts  made  by : 

Abendendroth,  William 

Barnes,  Gordon  B 

Barrett,  Lacinda 

Baxter,  William  Q 

Boggs,  Robert  P 

Chamberlain,  Josiah  B 

Chase,  John  F 

Clark,  Ovid  H 

Clary,  Daniel 

Davics,  Elizabeth 

Ferrell,  Joseph  H 

Foster,  Ellen  B 

Frazee,  Mary 

Fritz,  George 

Garrett,  William  H , 

Gillespie,  James  B 

Goodiug,  Andrew  A 

Grossman,  Henry 

Gntbrie,  Louisa  J.,  et  al 

Haley,  John i 

Hall,  Elizabeth 

'Hayes,  James  H 

Kenneally,  Mary 

Lawrence,  Lemuel  L 

Lee,  William  H 

Loy,  Adaline  P 

Makin,  Hugh  B 

Maxwell,  Maria  L 

McBryer,  John  H 

McKeerer,  Mary  F 

CVBrian,  Agatha 

O'Briau,  Michael 

Parrott,  Jacob 

Pensions  to  persons  who  served  in  the  Mexican  and  other  wars 

Peterson,  Thomas  S 

Pyle,  Mary  Jane 

Reynolds,  William 

Rupert,  Jeptha 

Sackett,  Lncius 

Tannahill,  William  N 

Thompson,  Rutha  C 

Van^ban,  Catharine 

Williams,  Mary  D 


Vol. 

No. 

PartflL 

5 

900 

5 

901 

2 

389 

3 

G90 

2 

:^ 

2 

386 

3 

688 

1 

56 

3 

689 

2 

391 

1 

57 

2 

388 

2 

342 

5 

984 

1 

216 

2 

448 

1 

9 

1 

105 

2 

348 

3 

605 

2 

518 

4 

731 

5 

845 

4 

729 

4 

733 

2 

309 

2 

520 

2 

313 

1 

139 

4 

734 

5 

846 

2 

356 

5 

848 

3 

650 

720 

142 

519 

719 

141 

652 

735 

722 

738 

140 

527 

723 

144 

3 

651 

5 

847 

2 

521 

2 

517 

4 

725 

4 

727 

1 

64 

2 

310 

4 

736 

4 

724 

4 

730 

2 

312 

4 

728 

1 

143 

4 

726 

2 

311 
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I^Qbject  of  BeportSy  by  whom  m%de|  and  from  what  Committees. 


Hewitt,  Golpsmith  W.,  Reports  made  by — Continued. 

Williamson*  Martha  A 

Wilson,  Marcellns 

Winans.  Lewis  £ 

Wolfe,  George , 

Hewett,  Thomas  W 

HeymeSy  Matilda  and  Mary 

Higffins,  Andrew  F 

HigfeYi  Henry  W 

Hill,  James  N.  and  H.  C 

Hinchman,  Dalton 

Hines,  William 

Hixon,  Amos 

Hobbs,  George 

Holland,  John 

Hollingsworth,  Benjamin 

Hollis,  Othniel  P 

Holman,  James  D 

Holroyd,John 

Creek  orphan  claims 

Warren,  Henry 

Hopper.  Bridget  T 

Homer,  William : 

Hooe,  EmilieR 

Hooker,  Charles  E.  (Representative  ftom  Mississippi),  Reports 
made  by : 

Hospital,  Marine,  Saint  Paul 

Hospital,  eye,  ear,  and  throat 

Hoi  8E,  John  F.  (Representative  from  Tennessee),  Reports  made 
by: 

Texas  Paeific  Railroad 

Texas  Pacific  Railroad 

Houston,  Sarah 

HuDiiKLL,  Jay  A.  (Representative  from  Michigan),  Reports  made 
by: 

Light -house  and  fog-signal  on  Round  Island 

Light-house  at  Pere  Marquette , 

Light-house  at  Pent  Water 

Steam  fog-signal  at  Stannard's  Rock 

Vessels  not  propelled  by  steam  or  sail 

Hwll,  Elizabeth  R 

Humes,  Susan 

Humphrey,  H.  L.  (Representative  from  Wisconsin),  Report  made 
by: 

Construction  of  certain  public  buildings , 

Hunt,  Catharine  D 

Muribert,  Timothy  J 

Hurst,  Fielding 

Huston,  George 

Hyde,  WilUam  A 

I. 

Immigration,  Chinese 

Improvement  of  Mississippi  River 

Indian  Afyairs,  Committee  on.  Reports  from— 

Arrears  doe  Chickasaw  Nation .« 

Arrears  due  Chickasaw  Nation , 

Brothertown  Indian  reservation 

Choctaw  Nation  of  Indians , 

Counsel  fees  in  Osage  land  suits 

Creek  orphans'  claim 

Culver,  F.B 

Eastern  band  of  Cherokee  Indians , 

Election  of  Delegate  fh>m  Indian  Territory 

Election  of  Delegate  from  Indian  Territory , 


Vol. 

No. 
721 

ParU. 

4 

3 

663 

4 

7:Ty 

4 

79i 

2 

511 

2 

319 

5 

843 

3 

659 

2 

449 

4 

717 

2 

487 

1 

184 

1 

74 

2 

505 

3 

756 

2 

340 

1 

197 

2 

275 

2 

593 

5 

905 

1 

227 

1 

21 

5 

961 

5 

980 

1 

235 

1 

238 

3 

619 

4 

795 

2 

419 

2 

420 

2 

421 

1 

114 

1 

115 

'    2 

512 

i   3 

60:^ 

5 

1006 

2 

331 

4 

758 

4 

820 

1 

154 

2 

347 

1 

240 

3 

714 

2 

a->4 

3 

808 

1 

37 

2 

251 

2 

377 

1,2 

5 

905 

1 

228 

2 

466 

1,2 

4 

807 

1,2 

1 

95 

INDEX. 


xn 


Subject  of  Reports,  by  -whom  madej  and  from  what  Committees. 


IXDiAX  Affairs,  Committee  on,  Heports  from — Continued. 

Extending  jarisdiction  of  Court  of  Claims  to  Indian  treaties 

Lockwood,  Myrone 

Marble,  Snsanna,  etal 

Marshall,  S.T 

McGregor,  James 

Murphy,  Ella  P 

Payment  from  the  sale  of  Osage  Indian  lands 

Pottawatomie  Indian  treaty 

Sandford,  D.  Q.  and  D.  A 

Settlers  in  Wind  River  Valley,  Wyoming 

Spencer  &  Meade 

Sopplies  furnished  Sioux  Indians 

Transfer  of  Bureau  to  War  Department 

Warren,  Henry 

Western  Cherokee  Indians.... 

Indian  Bureau,  transfer  of,  to  War  Deprartment 

Indians,  eastern  band  of  Cherokee • 

Indian  reservation  at  Brothertown 

IndlauM,  Choctaw 

Indians,  Sioux,  supplies  furnished 

Indian  Territory,  election  of  Delegates  from 

Indian  Territory,  Delegate  from v 

Indian  treaty,  Pottawatomie > 

Indian  treaties,  giving  Court  of  Claims  Jurisdiction 

Indemnity  fund,  Japanese 

In£ftntry,  Ninth  United  States 

Ingle,  Melvina 

iDsnrance  Company,  Enterprise 

iDtemal-revenue  officers,  payments  of 

Interstate  commerce,  regulation  of 

Invalid  Pensions,  Committee  on,  Reports  from: 

Abendrotb,  William 

Adams,  Samuel  V 

Aiken»,  Grace 

Allen,  Mrs.  Mary  A • 

Allison,  James  M 

Alstead,  Abraham 

Anderson,  Eliza  Bayard... 

Aoderson,  Otis  B 

Anderson,  Milley 

Anderson,  Syvert  A 

Andrews,  George 

Artzt,  Theodore 

Atwood,  A.  M 

Barber,  Miles 

Barnes,  Gordon  B 

Barrett,  Lucinda 

Barrett,  D  wight  A : 

Bates,  James  C 

Baxter,  William  Q 

Bell,  Sarah  A 

Birmingham,  James « 

Binford.J.  D 

Black,  William 

Bogffs,  Robert  P 

Borden,  John 

Bradford,  Sarah  H 

Brauiford,  Robert  C 

Bratton,  Joseph 

Brennan,  Catuarine 

Brewster,  Victoria  L 

Browne,  William  R 

Brown,  Henry 

Brown,  Thomas  W 

Browning,  George  W 


Vol. 

No. 

Parta 

5 

1001 

4 

804 

2 

378 

2 

467 

1 

226 

1 

65 

5 

914 

2 

433 

2 

465 

5 

835 

2 

376 

4 

833 

•  1 

241 

1 

227 

1 

230 

1 

241 

2 

466 

1 

37 

2 

251 

4 

833 

1 

95 

4 

807 

1.2 

2 

433 

5 

1001 

5 

913 

5 

993 

5 

959 

5 

944 

2 

456 

1 

245 

2 

518 

5 

CXJD 

4 

367 

4 

748 

6 

H62 

1 

181 

2 

533 

2 

535 

4 

777 

3 

658 

3 

583 

4 

742 

3 

606 

o 

360 

4 

731 

5 

845 

1 

18 

3 

595 

4 

729 

2 

528 

5 

871 

2 

,^45 

2 

537 

4 

733 

5 

956 

5 

87r. 

3 

597 

4 

799 

2 

295 

1 

155 

4 

769 

5 

839 

1 

108 

4 

760 

XXII 


INDEX. 


Subject  of  Reporte,  by  whom  made,  and  from  what  Committees. 


ImrAUD  Pensions,  Committee  od,  Reports  from — Continued. 

Bruner,  Frederick  R 

Buchanan,  James 

Buck,  Charlotte 

Buckley,  William 

Buj^bee,  Charles  H 

BuUard,  William 

Burroughs,  Thomas 

Butler,  Robert 

Carter,  Julia  Ann 

Cassidy,  Isabella 

Ceville,  Eliza 

Chamberlain,  Josiah  B 

Chambers,  Horace  A.,  heirs  of 

Chase,  John  F 

Chewning,  Reubin  J 

Clark, Ovid  H.... 

Clary,  Daniel 

Clippinger,  Annie  M 

Cobaugh,  William  D 

Coggswell,  William 

Colony,  Margaret  R 

Compton,  Daniel 

Cook,  James  H 

Corlett,  John  S 

Corl,  Michael  S 

Cothran,  John  B 

Cotton,  Jane  D 

Crabbe,  Helen 

Craig,  Maria  B 

Crawley,  James  W 

Crawford,  Thomas 

Croman,  Jacob  G 

Cross,  Thomas  R 

Cross,  Mary  Bradley 

Crubaugh,  Zepheniah 

Curby,  Abraham 

-    Danlon,  John , 

Davenport,  Levi  C 

Davis,  Elizabeth 

Davis,  Rachael  A 

Davis,  William  S 

Day,  Charles  H , 

Decker,  Selar  B 

Deery,  William  H 

De  Haven,  Mary  N 

Delay  of  business  in  Pension  Bureau 

Denney,  George 

Denene,  WMlliam 

De  Witt,  I.  Clinton , 

Dillinger,  John 

Dillon,  WiUiam  B 

Dodson,  Bigsle^  E , 

Donnelly,  Daniel 

Doty,  De  Forest  T 

Dunbar,  Isabella 

Edmondsun,  Catharine  S 

Edwards,  Harriet  E 

Edwards,  William  H 

Egbert,  Caroline  M 

Ellis,  John  F 

Evans,  Isabella  L 

Evans,  Julia  S.  W 

Fairly,  Agnes 

Farley,  Annie 

Farrar,  Nelson  M 


Vol. 

No. 

Parts. 

2 

536 

4 

7.53 

4 

571 

3 

648 

2 

581 

1 

162 

2 

333 

2 

526 

4 

740 

1 

,172 

2 

530 

2 

309 

4 

751 

2 

520 

1 

24 

2 

313 

1 

139 

2 

339 

3 

649 

2 

558 

1 

131  ! 

1 

145 

5 

879 

5 

872  * 

4 

783 ; 

5 

973 

1 

135 

4 

763 

2 

176 

5 

873 

1 

26 

5 

5i4 

4 

743 

2 

573 

1 

322 

1 

161 

5 

870 

2 

586 

4 

7.34 

4 

768 

1 

87 

1 

173 

4 

759  ; 

2 

357 

5 

972 

2 

352 

5 

877 

2 

580 

2 

332 

5 

869 

3 

602 

2 

561 

2 

585 

3 

594 

2 

299 

5 

970 

2 

302 

4 

764 

5 

793 

2 

563 

3 

567  i 

2 

298 

1 

lU 

2 

5.54 

2 

551 

INDEX. 


XXIII 


Subject  of  Reports,  by /whom  made,  and  from  what  Committees. 


Invaud  Pensions,  Committee  on,  Reports  from — Continued. 

Fegan,  Christopher 

Ferrell,  JohnH. 

Fechtels,  Helena  . 

Fish,  Dudley  A 

Fishbame,  Henry 

Flock,  Herman 

Flynn,  John .. 

Fonda,  William  8 

Forry,  Abraham 

Foster,  Ellen  B 

Frailey,  Eliza  H 

Fnizee,  Mary 

Freil,  Levi  J 

Frey,  John 

Fritz,  George 

Folks,  Elizabeth 

Galezio,  Charles  Q 

Gallagher,  Catharine  H 

Garrett,  William  H 

Gavin,  John 

Gates,  H.  Louisa 

Gemmill,  Catharine 

George,  Esther  A 

George,  Stephen  L 

Gibson,  William 

Gillespie,  James  B , 

Gillespie,  John  B , 

GlackJin,  Patrick 

Gooding,  Andrew  A •••. 

Gordon,  James  R 

Goes,  Sarah  J 

Gould,  WiUiam  H 

.    Grace,  Jacob  M 

Grassman,  Henry.... 

GroTe,  George.... 

Grubbins,  John 

Gaitbrie,  Louisa  J.,  e(  al 

Hsdley,  Henry 

Hafford,  William 

HailcManrC 

Halbert,  Nathaniel 

Haley,  John 

Hallam,  Hannah 

Hall,  Elizabeth 

Hall,  Johns 

Halstead,  Calvin .- 

Hamilton,  Mrs.  Sarah 

Hamlink,  Derrick  F 

Hare,  Elizabeth  B.  C 

Harpending,  Hiram  G.,  children  of , 

Harris,  Catharine 

Harris,  Mary  G 

Harris,  Jane  A 

Harrison,  Gtoorge  A 

Haviland,  Abby  C 

Ha  wley,  Caroline 

Hawes,  James  H 

Held,  Charles ^ 

Hennessey,  Augustine 

Henry,  Philip 

Hewitt,  Charles 

Hewitt,  Thomas  W 

Hejmes,  Matilda  and  Mary 

Higgtns,  Andrew  F 

Higley,  Henry  W 


Vol. 

No.  Parts. 

1 

5 

844 

1 

5 

d4t)  ' 

5 

«37  ! 

1 

169 

4 

773 

2 

32i) 

1 

1 

45 

4 

776 

4 

744 

2 

356 

5 

858 

5 

848 

2 

515 

2 

359 
650 

5 

960 

2 

327 

2 

355 

4 

720 

5 

867 

5 

878 

4 

778 

'   2 

529 

2 

577 

4 

779 

1 

142 

4 

796 

5 

842 

2 

519 

4 

771 

2 

555 

2 

337 

2 

549 

4 

719 

2 

343 

5 

865 

1 

141 

• 

2 

531 

1 

167 

3 

600 

.5 

963 

3 

652 

4 

745 

4 

735 

1 

130 

3 

789 

2 

565 

3 

660 

2 

361 

5 

855 

2 

540 

2 

545 

2 

546 

5 

981 

f) 

853 

3 

592 

4 

722 

f) 

854 

5 

968 

2 

342 

3 

605 

2 

511 

2 

319 

.5 

843 

3  1   t'r.9 


XXIV 


IHDBX. 


Subject  of  Reporst,  by  whom  made,  and  from  what  Committees. 


Invalid  Pensions,  Committee  od,  Reports  from^ — Continned. 

HioohmaD,  Dalton 

Hixson^AmoB 

Hollingsworthf  Benjamin 

Hollis,  Othniel  P 

Hooe,  EmilieR 

Hopper,  Bridget  T 

Homer,  William 

Houston,  Sarah 

Hull,  Elizabeth  R 

Humes,  Susan 

Hunt,  Catharine  I) , , 

Huplbut,  Timothy  J 

Huston,  George 

Increasing  pensions  in  certain  cases 

Ingle, Memna 

Irons,  OliTer  H 

Irving,  Arthur  W 

Jackson,  Michael , 

Johnson,  James 

Keele,  A.  B.,  guardian,  &c , 

Keenab,  Margaret 

Kelly,  Thomas 

Kenneally,  Mary , 

Kenny,  Miriam  V , 

Kinder,  Jefferson 

Kinkead,  Alexander 

Kinsella,  Patrick • , 

Koeniger,  Anna ., 

Koge],  John 

Kuhlraan,  Joanna 

LaDgland,John 

Lanman,  Ann  Cornelia....* 

Lawrence,  George 

Lawrence,  Lemuel  L 

Lea£fy,  Bridget 

Leamy,  George  W 

Lebow,  Mary  J 

Lee,  William  H 

Leonard,  Harriet 

Lewis, Edwin  F..* , 

Leyford,  Emily  H 

Lieurance,  Esther  E 

Livingstone,  Robert  W 

LoveU,  Margaret  S 

Lowry,  Thomas ..., 

Loy,  AdalineP 

Makin,HuKhB 

Marshall,  Susan  W 

Martin,  Daniel  W 

Martin, Mary 

Mason,  James  G...... 

Maxwell,  Maria  L 

Maxwell,  Rebecca  C 

Mayhew,  James 

McBruyer,  John  H ...... 

McCalln,  Theodore  H 

McClt Hand,  Nancy  E 

McComb,  David ,. 

McCoy,  Dr.  George , 

McDonald,  Robert  A 

McGiunisB,  Dennis 

McGinty,  Michael 

Mclntyfe,  John 

Mclntyre,  Mary  D 

McKee,  Jane 


Vol. 

No. 

Parts. 

4 

717 

1 

lt<4 

4 

756 

2 

340 

3 

593 

1 

21 

5 

961 

4 

795  1 

2 

512 

3 

603 

2 

331 

4 

758 

1 

154 

2 

431 

5 

959 

3 

646 

2 

572 

2 

544 

5 

863 

5 

967 

1 

146 

2 

bfil 

4 

7:« 

2 

317 

4 

741 

5 

861 

5 

856 

^ 

598 

2 

548 

2 

538 

2 

324 

4 

798 

4 

782 

1 

140 

1 

5 

974 

4 

76(2 

2 

543 

2 

527 

I 

152 

1 

166 

1 

165 

r> 

955 

2 

315 

2 

534 

5 

978 

4 

72:} 

1 

144 

2 

588 

1 

i:w 

1 

171 

2 

:m 

3 

661 

1 

»20 

4 

791 

5 

847 

5 

965 

3 

617 

4 

747 

1 

19 

5 

980 

4 

794 

4 

746 

3 

657 

1 

89 

5 

852 

INHDEX. 


XXV 


Sobject  of  Report?,  by  whom  made,  and  from  what  Committees. 


IxvAUD  PENSION'S,  Committee  on.  Reports  from — Continned. 

McKeener,  Mary  F 

McNamara,  Francis  B 

McNamara,  Mary 

McTaggart,  Mattie 

Meighao,  Mary 

Meixsall,  Annie  M 

Mellon,  Angnst 

Mercer,  Samuel  and  Mary  F 

Middongh,  Daniel 

Miller,  Aaron  H 

Miller,  Abram  V  • 

Miller,  Rose 

Miller.  William  A 

Millsapd,  Marion 

Mincer,  John 

Mitchell,  Lncv  J 

Mizelle,  Cynthia  A 

Moore,  Mary  H 

Moore,  Florence  V 

Mooreland,  James 

Morris,  Byron  S 

Morris,  Lydia  A 

Morrison,  A.  J 

Morse,  Asa ...•••.... 

Mott,  Viotorine 

Mnnroe,  Alice  B 

Mnrphy,  John 

Mnrphy,  Thomas 

Mnrphy,  Mary 

Naytor,  Rnth  Isabelle 

Net  terfield,  Herman 

Nones,  Anna  H : 

Nott,  Oscar  B 

Notall,  Edwin  J 

Nye,  Ezra  O 

(VBrian,  Agatha 

CBrian,  Michael 

Odell,  Joseph 

Ogden,  Eliza  W 

Osborne,  Annie  W , 

Owen,  Mary  E 

Payne,  Samuel  L 

Palmer,Sarah  C .- 

Parker,  W.H 

Parrott,  Jacob 

Pennycough,  James 

Pensions  wt  loss  of  one  loot  and  one  hand 

Pensions  to  Mexican  and  other  soldiers 

Penrose,  Valeria  C 

Perkins,  Wealthy 

Peterson,  R.  G 

Peterson,  Thomas  8 

Porter,  Elizabeth  Ann , 

Pratt,  Calvin  E 

Price,  William  8.,  heirs  of 

Pulling,  Thomas 

Potman,  Daniel  C 

Pyle,  Mary  Jane , 

Quarrel,  George 

Quentin,  Regina 

Kaff,  Martin 

Records,  Fannie  E 

Reed,  Miles  L 

Reese,  Elizabeth 

Reich,  Rebecca  C 


Vol. 

No.  Parts. 

2 

521 

1 

2 

524 

1 

14« 

2 

341 

2 

542 

4 

774 

3 

647 

1 

178 

4 

7t>l 

2 

574 

1 

136 

2 

296 

1 

163 

2 

566 

5 

957 

2 

305 

2 

514 

1 

153 

2 

314 

4 

770 

4 

775 

2 

516 

2 

326 

5 

841 

5 

964 

5 

860 

2 

316 

2 

510 

2 

5«2 

1 

137 

6 

836 

1 

177 

4 

797 

2 

675 

2 

552 

2 

517 

4 

725 

4 

718 

5 

857 

6 

991 

2 

307 

1 

186 

1 

159 

1 

179 

4 

727 

2 

329 

5 

862 

1 

64 

5 

874 

4 

781 

3 

590 

2 

310 

2 

568  ! 

5 

83H 

3 

656 

2 

'A'^ 

4 

801 

4  ' 

7m  , 

5 

mn 

2 

304 

2 

5<>*2 

1 

86 

2 

335 

2 

362  1 

2 

550  ' 
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INDEX. 


Sabjeot  of  Reports,  by  whom  made,  and  from  what  Committees. 


Invalid  Pensions,  Committee  on,  Reports  from — Continued. 

Reilly,  John  H 

Reiving,  Henry 

Reuse,  Dr.  P.  F 

Reynolds,  William 

Riley,  James 

Roberts,  Elizabeth  S 

Roberts,  Perley  P 

Roberts,  Jonathan 

Robertson,  Samuel  B 

Robinson,  Jere 

Robinson,  Martha  J 

Rogers,  Henry 

Roy,  Kate  Louisa 

Roylston,  William 

Rnbert,  Jeptha 

Russell,  £.  J.,  widow  of 

Ruth,  Jacob  F 

Ryan,  Benjamin  S 

Ryan,  Mary  £ 

Ryne,  Hamilton 

Sackett,  Lucius 

Sanders.  Benjamin 

Sohenck,  Esther  K 

Scott,  Rebecca  T • 

Searle,  Sarah 

Semple,  James  Y 

Sheets,  Catharine 

Shieber,  John 

Shields,  GeneriJ  James 

Shultis,  W.  H 

Silvers,  George 

Smith,  Frederick  W 

Smith,  Pamelia..... 

Snider,  Frank 

Somers,  Matthew 

Spragne,  Henry 

Spradlin,  Cynthia 

Staplin,  George  W 

Steif,  Caroline  *. ,. 

Stephenson,  William  W 

Stinson,  Adam  8 

Stinson.  Samuel,  Jr 

Stone,  Elizabeth  D 

Stone,  Elizabeth  D 

Stover,  Mary  J 

Stringham,  Henrietta 

Stuter,  John  M 

Tannahil,  William  N 

Taylor,  John  L 

Teagarden,  Elizabeth 

Thew,  James  H 

Theysou,  Henry 

Thomas,  Georgine 

Thomas,  Josephine  DaC 

Thomas,  Josephine  Da  C ..... 

Thompson,  James  W 

Thompson,  Rutha  C 

Thompson,  Mary  T 

Thon,  Phillip 

Tiedeman,  Lewis  Christopher 

Tilroau,  Jonathan  R 

Tiuney,  Almira 

Tiusley,  Aon 

Totten,  Elizabeth 

Totteu,  Julia  H 


Nt.. 


Parts. 


2 

54T 

1 

46 

2 

300 

4 

724 

4 

752 

3 

591 

2 

344 

2 

576 

1 

164 

3 

601 

3 

645 

2 

301 

1 

133 

2 

297 

4 

730 

5 

971 

3 

655 

2 

560 

5 

954 

2 

358 

2 

312 

5 

840 

3 

569 

2 

363 

5 

977 

1 

132 

2 

308 

1 

H5 

2 

539 

1 

170 

2 

334 

2 

579 

1 

90 

5 

851 

2 

559 

1 

44 

4 

754 

4 

766 

5 

95:J 

3 

599 

1 

84 

2 

294 

1 

23 

3 

616 

5 

8.30 

1 

150 

5 

849 

4 

728 

5 

876 

2 

323 

2 

532 

1 

174 

4 

739 

I 

I'^O 

2 

3.30 

2 

525 

I 

143 

2 

306 

4  i 

755 

f) 

975 

1 

151 

4 

765 

1 

182 

1 

175 

1 

158 

INDEX. 


XXVII 


Sabject  of  Reports,  by  whom  made,  and  from  what  Committees. 


Invalid  Pensions,  Committee  on,  reports  from — CoDtinued. 

Treadwell,  James  B 

Tmett,  William 

Tncker,  John  B 

Udell,  Nathan 

Udell,  Nathan 

Ueber,  Ludwig 

Vallandingbam,  John  O 

Vanghan,  Catharine 

Van  Name,  Jerome  J 

Voshage,  Anna 

Wade,  Mary 

Wagner,  Melissa 

Walker,  Dr.  Mary  E 

AValker,  Robert  P 

Walker,  William  H 

Ward,  John 

Ward,  Joseph 

Ward,  Mai^aret  A 

Watkios,  Julia 

Watson,  Sasan  L 

Webster,  Benjamin  C 

Webster,  Mary  S 

Wehe,  Anna 

Weems,  Elizabeth  J 

Westervelt,  Martha 

Wheeler,  Julian  J 

Wheelock,  Emily  E 

Whitehead,  George  R 

Wickwire,  George  W 

Whitney,  S  8 .... 

Widney,  Robert  M 

Wilcox,  Catherine  S 

Wilkes,  Mary 

Williams,  James  G 

Williams,  Mary  D 

Williamson,  Martha  A 

Wilson,  Marcellns 

Wilson,  Samuel  J 

Winans,  Lewis  E 

Winters,  Elizabeth 

Winters,  Nathan  A 

Wolfe,  George 

Wood,  J.  Ruffin 

Wood,  Warren  F 

Woodall,  Sarah 

Woolsey,  James 

Yake,  Oliver •. 

Yamell,  Peter 

Young,  Joseph  L 

Young,  Thomas  C 

Ireland,  Amos 

Iron  Molders'  Union 

Irons,  Oliver  H 

Irving,  Arthur  W 

Irwin,  B.  J.  D 

Iwacs,  William  B.  &  Co 

J. 

Jackson,  Jarvis    

Jackson,  Michael 

Jameson,  Lucie  A 

James,  B.  S 

Japanese  iudemnity  fund 

Jarboe,  Horace 


No. 


2 
2 
2 
2 


Parts. 


2 

322 

1 

185 

1 

157 

4 

790 

2 

564 

2 

541 

4 

757 

4 

7-26 

3 

589 

4 

749 

3 

596 

5 

a->9 

1 

156 

4 

716 

2 

536 

4 

772 

4 

800 

D 

966 

1 

149 

1 

183 

1 

22 

4 

780 

3 

604 

5 

952 

2 

318 

2 

338 

1 

43 

2 

553 

1 

88 

2 

578 

1 

160 

5 

969 

2 

522 

2 

557 

2 

311 

4 

721 

3 

653 

5 

978 

4 

737 

4 

750 

2 

513 

4 

732 

5 

976 

2 

3:16 

2 

570 

5 

958 

2 

523 

4 

792 

2 

321 

5 

864 

3 

690 

2 

364 

3 

646 

2 

572 

2 

2^4 

2 

435 

493 
544 
442 
373 
913 


2  J  277 
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Sabject  of  Rq>ort9,  by  whom  made,  and  from  what  Committees. 


JarmaD,  Willm 

Jeffrey,  Rosa  V 

Jeffreys,  Rosa  V.,  et  al 

Jenkins,  Thomtoo  A 

Jenkins,  Thornton  A 

Jeflsnp,  Alfred  D 

Jobe,G.  W 

Johnston,  James 

Johnson,  Clande  M..  heirs  of 

Johnson,  Hiram,  et  al 

Johnson,  James 

J0NK8,  Frank  (Representative  from  New  Hampshire),  Reports 
made  by : 

Anderson,  Samuel  T 

Graham,  J.  D 

Kelsey,  James  E.^etal 

Marston,  Lient.  Col.  Ward 

Pay-officers'  clerks  in  the  Navy 

Richardson,  A.  H 

JoxES,  John  S.  (Representative  from  Ohio),  Reports  made  by : 

Casey,  Stephen 

Duvall,  William  T 

Electrical  annnnciators 

Gleason,  Andrew 

Jessnp,  Alfred  D 

Jones,  Patrick  H 

Loooey.  I>ennis , 

Public  bnildings  in  certain  cities 

Jones,  John 

Jones,  Patrick  H 

Jones,  John  Rice,  heirs  of. 

Joseph,  Richard } 

Joyce,  Chakucs  H.  (Representative  from  Vermont),  Reports 
made  by : 

Barber,  Miles 

Bates,  James  C« 

Bradford,  Sarah  H 

Brown,  Thomas  W 

Burroughs,  Thomas 

Cassady,  Isabella • 

Corlett,  John  S 

Craig,  Mary  B 

Crawley,  James  W 

Davis,  William  8 

Day,  Charles  H • 

Denney,  George 

De Witt,  I.  Clinton 

Doty,  DeForeatT .* 

Fish,  Dudley  A 

Frey,  John 

Gates,  H.  Louisa 

Gommill,  Catharine 

Gibson,  William 

Gould,  William  H 

Haffords,  William - , 

Hare,  Elizabeth  B.  C 

Hawley,  Caroline «. 

Hove,  EmilieR 

Hunt,  Catharine  D 

Lanman,  Ann  Cornelia 

Lawrence,  George 

Lewis,  Edwin  F 

Martin,  Mary 

Mercer,  Samuel  and  Mary  F 

Nott,  Oscar  B 

Parker,  W.H 


VoL 

Xo. 

Parts 

3 

612 

1 

215 

2 

441 

3 

637 

3 

63S 

5 

1003 

2 

256 

5 

863 

2 

441 

1 

214 

1 

202 

3 

630 

3 

631 

2 

279 

3 

692 

5 

94L 

5 

940 

5 

S9i 

5 

889 

1 

52 

5 

891 

5 

1003 

6 

890 

5 

893 

1 

53 

1 

110 

5 

890 

1 

223 

2 

o96 

2 

360 

3 

595 

5 

875 

I 

168 

2 

333 

I 

172 

5 

872 

1 

176 

5 

873 

1 

87 

1 

173 

5 

877 

2 

3:w 

3 

594 

1 

169 

2 

359 

5 

878 

4 

778 

4 

779 

2 

337 

1 

167 

2 

361 

3 

592 

3 

593 

2 

331 

4 

798 

4 

782 

1 

166 

1 

171 

1 

178 

4 

797 

1 

179 

mvvx. 
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subject  oi  Beports,  by  vbon  nuule,  and  from  wbat  Comaiilt^et. 


JoTCK,  Charles  H.,  Reports  made  Iff — Coatinoed. 

PeoBjeoocb,  James 

Penroae,  Valeria  C 

Perkina,  Wealthy 

PeteiraoB,R.G 

Recwda,  Fannie  £ 

Beed,HileeL 

Bobeirta,  £lszabeth  S 

Schieber,  John 

8boellk,W.H 

Silvan,  Qeoree..p ..*. 

Taylor,  John  L 

Thomas,  Joeephine  DaC 

Thomas,  Josephine  Da  C 

ToCtan,  Elizabeth 

Wade,  Mary 

Webster,  Mary  S 

Wheeler,  Jalien  J 

Wick  wire,  George  W 

Wood,  Warren  P 

Jadgment  eredttors  in  United  States  courts 

Jnd^eats  against  the  United  States 

Jndicial  procaeilings  relating  to  the  electoral  vote  of  Maryland.. 
JoDiciASY,  Committee  on  the,  reports  from : 

Additional  representation  from  Nebraska 

Arrest  and  imprisonment  of  Hon.  Robert  Smalls 

Battersby,  William 

Bondinot,£.  C 

CUrk,C.C 

Creditors  of  the  late  Republic  of  Texas ^ 

DistribntioQ  of  the  Geneva  award ^ 

Eagle  and  PhoDnix  Manufacturing  Company,  of  Georgia 

Erwin,  Robert 

Ferguson,  William  P 

Habersham,  Robert,  etal , 

Hurst,  Fielding 

Isaacs,  William  B.,&,  Co 

Johnson,  James 

Jadgment  creditors  in  United  States  courts 

Judicial  proceedings  relating  to  the  electcnml  vote  of  Mary- 
land  

Lands  sold  for  direct  taxes 

Laoj^ord,  William  G 

MarrioB,  Patrick  P 

Murphy,  Newton  S , - 

Perry,  Charles  A 

Point  San  Jos^  reservation 

Rea,  James 

Refunding  certain  taxes 

Settlement  of  accounts  with  certain  railways 

Schooner  Don  Pedro 

Simkins,  Jesse  J 

Springer,  Hon.  William  M 

United  States,  payment  of  judgments  against 

WUliamE.A 

Worth,  Andrew  J 


K. 


Kane,  Aloysius  J , , 

Kearney,  Thomas 

Keene,  Alderson  T 

Keenah,  Margaret 

Keele,  A.  B.,  guardian,  &c 

Keifer,  J.  Wabrkn  (Representative  from  Ohio),  Reports  made  by : 
Cummins,  J,  J 


Parta. 


2 
5 
4 

3 
1 

1 
1 
2 

5 
1 
3 
1 
3 
4 

I 

•> 
I 
4 

:> 


1 

5 


1 
3 


4 

4 
2 

5 

^ 
o 

5 

2 

1 

1 

4 

2 


5 
1 
1 
5 


329 

874 
781 
590 

86 
335 
591 

85 
170 
334 
876 
180 
330 
175 
596 
780 
338 

88 
336 
2-i5 

998 

923 
100 
4:W 
020 
1005 
236 
063 


1 

4 

5 

910 

4 

8;J2 

5 

921 

4 

820 

*> 

435 

1 

202 

1 

225 

998 
908 
830 
4'U 
825 
437 
922 
1004 
919 
909 
439 
92 
237 
831 
436 
201 


41 
884 
212 
146 
967 

453 


1,2 


1,2 
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Subject  of  Reports,  by  whom  made,  and  from  what  Committees. 


Keifer,  J.  Warren,  Reports  made  by — Continned. 

DeLeon,  Santiago 

Heater,  John 

Keene,*Alder80D  T 

Methodist  Church,  CharlestowD,  W.  Va 

Methodist  Church,  Clarksburg,  W.  Va 

Nelson,  M.  A.  C 

Nutt,  Julia 

Parvin  &  Green , 

Plnmmer,  Francis  H 

Slemaker,  Ellen  G 

Zumstein,  John 

Kelsey,  James  E,,€tal , 

Kelley,  Thomas , 

Kelley,  Moses  J 

Keltner,  John , 

Kenney,  Meriam  V 

Kendig,  T.A 

Kenna,  John  £.  (Representative  from  West  Virginia),  Reports 
made  by : 

Chincoteagne  Bay,  day  beaoon 

Fog-bell  on  South  Farallon  Island,  California 

Light-house  at  Little  Traverse  Bay « 

Kenneally,  Mary 

Key  West,  Florida,  public  buildings  in 

Kieman,  John 

KiMMEL,  WiixiAM  (Representative  from  Maryland), Reports  made 
by: 

Byrd,  Bright 

Enlistment  Jn  the  Navy 

Lynn,  James  H 

Mead,  Henry  M 

Moore,  Jane 

Seaman,  Laura -. 

Todd,  Captain  John  G 

King,  James  S 

Kinder  Jefferson 

Kincaid,  Alexander 

Kinsella,  Patrick 

Knott,  J.  Proctor  (Representative  from  Kentucky),  Reports 
made  b^ : 

Arrest  and  imprisonment  of  Hon.  Robert  Smalls 

Distribution  of  the  Geneva  award 

Lands  sold  for  direct  taxes 

Peri^,  Charles  A    

Knox,  Lieut.  Thomas  T 

Knoxville,  Tennessee,  Commercial  Bank 

Koeniger,  Annie 

Kegel,  John 

Kuhlman,  Johanna 

Kurtz,  Elizabeth 


L. 


La  Crosse,  Wisconsin,  public  buildings  at 

Lancaster,  Leonard  L 

Land-scrip,  location  of,  in  certain  States . , 

Land-scrip,  location  of 

Land-grants  to  railroads  forfeited 

Land-claim,  Sutton- Arnejo 

Lands  located  on  military  warrants 

Lands  sold  for  direct  taxes 

Langford,  William  G 

Langland,  John 

Lanman,  Ann  Cornelia 


Vol. 

No. 

Parts. 

5 

1013 

1 

35 

1 

212 

5 

1009 

5 

1008 

1 

229 

4 

710 

5 

1016 

5 

1015 

5 

1014 

1 

213 

2 

279 

2 

.'>87 

5 

986 

2 

501 

2 

317 

2 

3-57 

4 

817 

4 

788 

1 

116 

4 

738 

5 

1006 

2 

468 

3 

644 

2 

432 

t 

2 

208 

1 

94 

:^ 

643 

3 

642 

2 

269 

1 

72 

4 

741 

5 

861 

5 

856 

« 

1 

100 

3 

663 

5 

908 

2 

437 

2 

264 

2 

369 

3 

598 

2 

548 

2 

538 

2 

504 

5 

1006 

2 

261 

2 

249 

2 

248 

5 

911 

2 

46.3 

4 

707 

1.2 

5 

908 

4 

830 

2 

374 

4 

798 

INDEX. 
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Subject  of  Reports,  by  whom  made,  and  from  T^bat  Committees. 


A^ol.      No.     Parts. 


Lafham,  Elbridge  G.  (Representative  from  New  York),  Reports 
made  by : 

Judgment  creditors  in  United  States  courts 

Mnrphy,  Newton  S 

Refunding  certain  taxes 

Las  Pulgas  Rancbo , 

Latham^  Obadiah  B.  and  Oliver  S 

Lawrence,  Qeorge 

Lawrence,  Lemuel  L , 

Leaffy,  Bridget 

League  Island  navy-yard 

Leamy,  George  W 

Lebow,  Mai7  I 

Lee,  Franklin 

Lee,  William  H 

Leef,  Juliet,  and  John  McKee 

Leitensdorfer,  Eugene 

Lemon,  H.  H 

Leonard,  Harriet 

Letter-carriers,  pay  of 

Levees  and  Improyememts  of  the  Mississippi  River,  Com- 
mittee on,  Report  j^m : 

Improvement  of  the  Mississippi  River 

Lewis,  Edwin  F 

Lieurauce,  Esther  E 

Life-saving  service 

Life-insurance,  Navy  and  Marine  Corps • 

Light-bouse  at  Little  Traverse  Bav 

Light  house  at  Pere  Marquette,  Mich 

Light-house  at  Grand  Marias,  Minn 

Light-house  at  Stage  Harbor,  Chatham,  Mass 

Light-bouse  at  Pent  Water  and  keeper's  dwelling 

Light-bouse  and  steam  fog-signal,  Round  Island 

Light-house  at  Great  Beds,  Raritan  Bay,  N.  J 

Light-house  at  Half-Way  Rock 

Light-house  at  mouth  of  Menominee  Harbor 

Light-house  at  mouth  of  Thunder  Bay 

Light-house  at  San  Luis  Obispo  Harbor 

LiGON,  Robert  F.  (Representative  from  Alabama),  Report  made 
by: 

Title  to  public  grounds  in  Chicago 

LiXDSEY,  Stephen  D.  (Representative  from  Maine),  Reports  made 
by : 

Beach,  Edgar  A 

Belding,  H.  K 

Clifford,  Edwin  A 

Head,  E.  B 

Joseph,  Richard 

Lively,  E.  H 

Miley,  Aaron 

Reynolds,  Charles  C 

Trowbridge,  Sabin 

Wead,  D.  D 

Walker,  Ebenezer 

Little  Traverse  Bay  light-house .*. .. 

Lively,  E.H 

Livingston,  Robert  W 

Lock  WOOD,  Daniel  N.  (Representative  from  New  York),  Reports 
made  by — 

Latham,  Obediah  B.  and  Oliver  S 

Lee,  Franklin,  and  Charles  F.  Dunbar 

Reed,  John  N 

Lockwood,  Myrom  M 

Looney,  Dennis 

Louisville,  Ky.,  public  buildings  at 


1 
4 
5 
4 
5 
4 
1 
5 
5 
4 
2 
3 
2 
4 
1 
2 
1 
1 


3 
3 
1 
2 
2 
2 
3 
2 
3 
3 
3 
1 
2 
2 


5 
3 
3 
4 
5 


225 
B26 
919 
810 
917 
782 
140 
974 
8:U 
762 
543 
668 
527 
705 
189 
386 
152 


4 

AXff 

\ 

714 

I 

166 

5 

955  , 

2 

426  ' 

5 

926 ; 

1 

116 

2 

420 

3 

699 

3 

698 

2 

421 

2 

419 

780  • 

822 

823  1 

821 

824 

427 


681 
676 
59 
397 
396 
398 
678 
395 
677 
679 
680 
116 
398 
315 


917 

668  , 

669  1 
804  I 
893 

53  , 
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Sabject  of  Reports,  by  whom  madOi  and  from  what  Committees.     Vol. 


Loaisiana  land-sorip 

Lovell,  Mrs.  Margaret  I 

Lowgroands  in  Washington  City 

Lowry,  Thomas 

Loy,  AdalineP 

Loyal,  Benlamin  P 

Lnther,  Sidney  P 

LuTTRELL,  John  K.  (Bepresentatiye  from  California),  Report 
made  by: 

Texas  and  Pacific  Railroad 

Lyford,  Emily  H 

Lynch.  Bernard 

Lynchoarg,  Va.,  public  buildings 

Ltnde,  William  Pitt  (Representative  from  Wisconsin),  Reports 
made  by : 

Clark,  C.  C 

Rea,  James 

LycD, -James  H 

M. 

Mackey,  L.  a.  (Representatiye  from  Pennsylvania),  Reports  made 
by: 

Auderson,  Syvert  A 

Bell,  Sarah  A 

Blancett,  William 

Booker,  Ed  ward 

Bowers,  Catharine 

Butler,  Robert 

Ceville,  Eliza 

Corl,  Michael  S 

Cothran,  John  B 

Cotton,  JaueD 

Deery,  William  H 

DeHaveu,  Mary  N 

Delay  of  business  in  Pension  Bureau 

EdmondsoD,  Catharine  S 

Edwards,  Harriet  E 

Frailey,  Eliza  H 

George,  Esther  A 

Gillespie,  John  B 

Hadley,  Henry 

Houston,  Sarah 

Jackson,  Jarvis 

Kincaid,  Alexander 

Martin,  Daniel  W 

Mason,  James  G -. 

McClure,  Alexander 

McGinnis,  Dennis 

Mclntyre,  John  \ 

McNamara,  Francis  B 

Miller,  Abram  y 

Mitchell,  David,  and  Mary  Fuller « 

Mitchell,  Lucy  J 

Monroe,  James , 

Munroe,  Alice  B 

Naylor,Ruth  Isabella 

Pensions  for  loss  of  one  fotot  and  one  hand 

Quentine,  Regina 

Quinn,  Robert 

Reiviug,  Henry 

Rogers,  Henry 

Russell,  E.J ^ 

Sears,  Mary  J 

Sipple,  Heury 

Small,  Daniel 


2 
2 
4 

5 

4 
2 
3 


1 
1 

5 


o 
2 


249 
.534 
814 
978 
ri3 
278 
688 


238 

165 

902 

1006 


1006 
1004 

263  I 


3 

!  658 

2 

528 

3 

640 

2 

499 

2 

292 

2 

526 

2 

530 

4 

783 

5 

973 

1 

135 

2 

a57 

972 

2 

352 

5 

970 

2 

302 

5 

858 

2 

529 

4 

796 

2 

531 

4 

795 

2 

493 

5 

861 

1 

138 

2 

303 

2 

498 

4 

794 

3 

657 

2 

524 

1 

136 

3 

641 

2 

305 

2 

492 

5 

860 

1 

137 

5 

862 

2 

304 

2 

494 

1 

46 

2 

301 

5 

971 

2 

497 

2 

293 

1 

125 

Parts. 


INDEX. 


XXXIII 


Subject  of  Reports,  by  whom  made,  and  from  what  Committees. 


Mackey,  L.  a.,  Reports  made  by — Continned : 

Smith,  Pamelia 

Thompson,  Brigadier-OeDeral  William,  heirs  of 

Thompson,  James  W 

Tilton,Abigal  S 

Wagner,  M«^li8sa 

Wilcox.  Catharine  S 

Wilkes,  Mary 

Winans,  Isaac 

Yake,  Oliver 

Mackie,  Thomas  6 , 

Macklin,  James  E 

Macomb,  David  B ^ 

Macon,  Ga.,  refunding  taxes  to 

Mahen,  James 

Mail  between  Galveston  and  Vera  Cruz , 

Mail  sfrvice  to  Brazil 

Maish,  Levi  (Representative  from  Pennsylvania),  Report  made 
by: 

Haller,  Major  Granville  O 

Makin,  Hngh  B 

Malster,  William  T 

Mann,  William  A , 

Mannel,  John  J , 

Marble,  Susana,  ef  aZ 

Mare  island  dry- dock 

Marine  danger-signal 

Marine  hospital  at'Saint  Paul 

Marrion,  Patrick  P 

Marshall,  S.T 

Marshal],  Susan  W 

Marston,  Lientenant-Colonel  Ward 

3lAimN,  Benjamin  F.  (Representative  from  West  Virginia),  Re- 
port made  by : 

Montgomery,  R.  H.,  and  J.  W.  Bujrbridge  &Co , 

Martin,  Daoiel  W , 

Martin,  Mary , 

Martin,  Samuel , 

Maryland,  electoral  vote  of , 

Mason,  Charles  H , 

Mason,  J.  G 

Maxwell,  Maria  L. 

Maxwell,  Rebecca  C 

McBmyer,  John  H 

McCalla,  Theodore  H 

McClary  and  Peaseley 

McClelland,  Nancy  E 

McClure,  Alexander 

McComb,  David 

McConnell,  John  C , 

McCooK,  Anson  G.  (Representative  from  New  York),  Reports 
made  by-:- 

Anderson,  Alexander 

Blair,  Lieut.  Thomas 

Grant- Pemberton  Monument 

Haines,  John 

Halwick,  Peter  M 

Hines,  William 

New  York  Cavalry,  Twenty-First  Regiment 

Steele,  Mason  A 

Vinnedge,  Alexander  M 

McCormick,  Paul 

McCormick,  V.  H 

McCoy,  Dr.  George 

McCoy,  Thompson  P 

McCrea,  Commander  Edward  P 

H.  Rep. in 


1 

2 
3 
1 
5 
5 
3 
3 
2 
4 
5 


1 
2 
2 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 
5 
3 


195 
303 
651 
20 
847 
965 
682 
617 
498 
747 
9«9 


80 
486 
288 

78 

79 
487 
289 

77 

76 
334 
372 

19 
978  I 
628 


Vol. 

No. 

Parts. 

1 

90 

1 

42 

2 

525 

2 

495 

5 

859 

5 

969 

2 

522 

2 

496 

2 

523 

2 

347 

^ 

265 

3 

623 

1 

1 

4 

791 

5 

886 

2 

346 

2 

375 

1 

144 

2 

290 

2 

384 

2 

484 

2. 

378 

4 

829 

5 

907 

5 

950 

2 

43i 

2 

467 

2 

hSS 

3 

632 

2 

246 

1 

138 

1 

171 

2 

391 

5 

998 

1.2 
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Sabjeot  of  Reports,  by  whom  made,  and  from  what  Committees. 


McDavitt,  Edgar — .. 

McDermott,  Greorge 

McDonald,  Robert  A 

McGarrahan,  William 

McGill,  JohnD 

McGiDuis,  Dennis 

McGinty,  Michael 

McGowAN,  J.  U.  (Representative  from  Michigan),  Reports  made 
by- 

Hcrrick,  Nancy  A 

Clark,  Annie  M 

Rio  Hondo  land-claims 

McGregor,  James •• 

McGnnnigle,  Isabella  R 

Mclndoe,  William 

Mclntyre,  John 

Mclntyre.  Mary  D 

McKay,  Donald 

McKay,  Nathaniel 

McKee,  Jane 

McKee,  John « 

McKeever,  Mary  F 

McMahon,  John  A.  (Representative  from  Ohio),  Reports  made 
by-* 

Marrion,  Patrick  P 

McNamara,  Francis  B 

McNaniara,  Mary 

McNeirt,  E.  P 

McTaggart,  Mattie 

Meade  and  Spencer 

Meado,  Henry  M 

Meagher,  Peter 

Meighiui,-  Mary 

Meixsell,  Aona  M ....« ^ 

Mellon,  Augnst •... 

Members  of  Congress,  mileage  of  (first  session,  No.  2) 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  cnstom-honse 

Menomuee  Harbor,  light-honse  at 

Mercer,  Samnel  ana  Mary  F 

Metcau  K,  Lyne  S.,  (Representative  from  Missouri),  Reports  made 
by— 

Allen,  Mrs.  Mary  A , 

Bratton,  Joseph 

Buchanan,  James 

Chambers,  Horace  A.,  heirs  of.. 

Decker,  Selor  B 

Harrison,  George  A 

Hollingsworth,  Benjamin 

Hurlbut,  Timothy  J 

Lowry,  Thomas 

McDonald,  Robert  A 

Payne,  Samnel  L 

Putman,  Daniel  C » 

Kiley,  James , 

Spradlin,  Cynthia , 

Thon,  Philip 

Trnett,  William , 

Vallandingham,  John  O , 

Vashage,  Annie 

Ward,  Joseph , 

Wilson,  Samnel  J 

Winters,  Nathan  A 

Merritt,  William  H 

Methodist  Chnrcb,  Charleston,  W\Va 

Methodist  Church,  Clarksburg,  W.  Va 

Mexican  awards , 


2 
4 
5 
5 
3 
4 
4 


No.  Parts. 


444 

803 
980 
9.51 
633  I 
794  , 
746  i 


1 

9 

2 

464 

1 

222 

1 

226 

3 

635 

1 

56 

3 

637 

1 

89 

2 

274 

2 

271 

5 

852 

4 

705 

2 

521 

2 

434 

2 

524 

1 

148 

2 

443 

2 

341 

2 

376 

1 

94 

3 

634 

2 

542 

4 

774 

3 

647 

1 

2 

4 

816 

4 

823 

1 

I  178 

4 

;  748 

4 

I  799 

4 

75:} 

4 

7.^>1 

4 

,  759 

5 

1>:^1 

4 

7.^ 

4 

;  75^ 

5 

978 

5 

980 

1 

186 

4 

801 

4 

752 

4 

;  7;>4 

4 

755 

1 

185 

4 

757 

4 

749 

4 

800 

5 

979 

4 

750 

o 

392 

5 

1009 

5 

1008 

1 

27 

INDEX. 


XXXV 


Sabject  of  Reports,  by  whom  made,  and  from  what  Committees. 


Mexican  war  pensions 

Mexico,  relations  of  United  States  with 

Michigan  and  Erie,  Lakes,  transportation  between  . 

Mickle,  Harmon 

Middongh,  Daniel 

Mileage  of  members  of  Congress  (first  session,  No.  2) 

Miley,  Aaron 

Military  Affairs,  Committee  on,  reports  from : 

Alexander.  Thomas  F 

Ammons,  Ephraim 

Anderson,  Alexander 

Annis.  Mrs.  Ann 

Armstrong,  Francis 

Beckman,  Henry 

Bell.EliasB 

Blair,  Lient.  Thomas 

Bloom,  A.  S : 

Bronson,  AJtamira 

Buchanan,  Robert  C 

Bnchanan,  Robert  C 

Buchanan,  W.  Jesse 

Can  field,  Baker 

Carman,  William  H 

Cemetery  lot,  Montgomery,  Ala 

Chamberlain,  Lowell  A..... 

Chickering,  John  W 

Cleft,  James 

Carren,W.H 

Dudley,  Mrs.  Annie  M 

Eaton,  John 

Equalization  of  bounties 

Evans,  John  H 

Fifteenth  and  Sixteenth  Missouri  Cavalry 

Gault,  John,  jr 

Goodhne,  John  M 

Grant-Pemberton  monument 

Gi^gg*  Feraba  A 

Haines,  John 

Hakes,  Dwight  W 

Haller,  Maj.  Granville  O • 

Halpin,WiUiamG 

Halwick,  Peter  M 

Haosell,  William  S.,and  Sons 

Hazard,  William  P 

Hensley,  Wesley 

Hesselberger,  Gustav  A 

Hines,  William 

Hobbs,  George 

Irwin,  J.  D 

Job,  G.W 

Kelly,  Moses 

Kiernan,  John > 

King,  James  S 

Knox,  Lieut.  Thomas  T 

Lancaster,  Leonard  L 

Macklin,  James  E 

Mannel,  John  J • 

McConnell,  John  C 

McCoy,  Thonapson  P 

McDermott,  George 

MiUer,  Hillborn  C 

MUls  William 

Montana,  citizens  of 

MuUer,  Alfred 

New  York  Cavalry,  Twenty-first  Regiment  .... 

Ninth  United  States  Infantry 


Vol. 

No. 

Parts 

1 ; 

t 

64 ; 

3 

701 

5 

1010 

5 

1012 

4 

761 

1 

2 

3  1 

678 

1 
2 

475 

5 

983 

1 

80 

2 

488 

5 

995 

2 

478 

2 

481 

2 

486 

2 

470 

1 

38 

1 

73 

1 

71 

1 

75 

2 

257 

2 

287 

2 

483 

4 

706 

5 

985 

1 

39 

2 

263 

2 

266 

2 

283 

5 

1000 

1 

40 

5 

.992 

2 

477 

2 

258 

2 

288 

2 

259 

1 

78 

2 

255 

2 

375 

2 

474 

1 

79 

2 

491 

2 

286 

5 

984 

2 

348 

2 

487 

1 

74 

2 

284 

2 

256 

5 

986 

2 

468 

1 

72 

2 

264 

2 

261 

2 

265 

2 

484 

5 

989 

5 

987 

4 

803 

1 

67 

2 

469 

2 

285 

2 

490 

2 

289 

5 

993 
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Subject  of  Reports,  by  whom  made,  and  from  what  Committees. 


Military  Affairs,  Committee  on— ContiDoed. 

Payment  of  certain  State  debts 

Pensler,  August 

Plowman,  Henry. 

Poindexter,  John  S 

Pratt,  Joseph  R 

Quentin,  Julius 

Roberts,  Charles  S 

Ruby,  James  M 

Scott.  Robert 

Scouaen,  Peter 

Sconden,  Peter 

Segar,  Thomas  W 

Sbugart,  John  H.  and  Robert  F 

Smi to,  Charles  B.,  heirs  of 

Smith,  James , 

Stanhope,  Philip  W 

Steele,  Mason  A 

Stone,  D.C 

Summers,  Charles  G 

Summers,  Charles  G 

Thompson,  Francis  B 

Turner,  Junius  T 

Yiqnedge,  Alexander  M 

Yon  Hoacke,  Adolph 

Western  Railroad  Company,  Minnesota 

Welch,  James 

Wilkinson,  Henry  E 

Williamson,  John  £ 

Wood,  Charles  W 

Wood,  Capt.  J.  D 

Wood,  Wesley 

Military  warrants,  lands  located  with 

Miller,  Aaron  H 

Miller,  Abram  V 

Miller,  Hillborn  C 

Miller,  Rose 

Miller,  John  S 

Miller,  William  A 

Millsaps,  Marion 

Mills,  William 

Mincer,  John 

Mines  and  Mining,  Committee  on,  Reports  from : 

Whitewood  Flume  Company 

Minnesota,  supplies  furnished  Sioux  Indians  in 

Minnesota  Western  Railroad  Company • 

Mississippi  River,  improvement  of 

Missouri  Cavalry,  Filteenth  and  Sixteenth  Volunteers 

Missouri  land  scrip 

Mitchell,  David 

Mitchell,  Lucy  J 

Mizelle,  Cynthia  A 

Monroe,  James 

Montana,  claims  of  citizens  of 

Montgomery,  Alabama,  cemetery  lot 

Montgomery,  R.  H 

Monument,  Grant-Pemberton : 

Moore,  Florence  V 

Moore,  Jane 

Moore,  Jennie  K 

Moore,  Mary  H 

Mooreland,  James ... 

Morgan,  Charles  H.  (Representative  from  Missouri),  Reports 
made  by : 

Brothertown  Indian  Reservation 

Eastern  band  of  Cherokee  Indians 

Sanford,  D.  G.  and  D.  A  .-. 


Vol. 

No. 

Parts. 

1 

68 

1 

70 

2 

254 

1 

«1 

2 

489 

2 

472 

5 

988 

2 

476 

1 

66 

1 

82 

" 

2 

485 

2 

480 

5 

982 

2 

262 

1 

11 

2 

253 

1 

77 

5 

990 

5 

996 

5 

997 

1 

16 

2 

482 

I 

76 

2 

471 

2 

252 

1 

69 

2 

260 

2 

282 

1 

10 

2 

479 

5 

994 

4 

707 

1-2 

2 

574 

1 

136 

1 

67 

2 

296 

1 

30 

1 

163 

2 

566 

2 

469 

5 

957 

5 

887 

4 

833 

2 

352 

4 

714 

5 

992 

2 

249 

.3 

641 

2 

305 

2 

514 

2 

492 

2 

285 

2 

483 

2 

246 

2 

288 

2 

314 

3 

643 

3 

695 

I 

153 

4 

770 

1 

37 

2 

466 

2 

465 
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Subject  of  Reports,  by  whom  made,  and  from  what  Committees. 


Morris,  Byron  S 

Morris,  John  H. 

Morris,  L^dia  A 

Morris,  William  S.,  et  ah 

Morrison,  A.  J , 

Morrison,  James  H 

Morrison,  Sarah  B 

Morrison,  William  K.  (Representative  from  IllinoiH),  Reports 
made  by : 

Texas  and  Pacific  Railroad 

Texas  and  Pacific  Railroad 

Morse,  Asa 

Cnlley.  Lancley  B 

Qaarantineiiospital  in  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia 

Mott,  Victonne 

Movable  torpedoes 

MuLDROW,  H.  L.  (Representative  from  Mississippi),  Reports  made 
l>v : 

Penitentiary  in  Wyoming 

MoUer,  Alfred 

Monroe,  Alice  B 

Morphy  and  Good • 

Mnrphy,  EllaP 

Marphy,  Newton  S 

Morphy,  John 

Marphy,  Mary i... 

Morphy,  Robert  C 

Marphy,  Thomas 

Maseom,  building  for  National 


N. 


National  Iron-Molders'  Union 

National  Museum  building , 

Naval  Affairs,  Committee  on.  Reports  from : 

Addicks,  Joseph  T , 

Albemarle  and  Chesapeake  Canal , 

Anderson,  Samuel  T 

Barron,  John  M 

Board  of  assistants  for  Navy , 

Bnllock,  Alfred  D 

Chaplains  in  the  Navy 

Chouteau,  Charles  P.,  and  William  A.  Steele 

City  of  Brooklyn 

Civil  engineers  in  the  Navy 

Contracts  of  the  Navy  Department 

Cornell,  J.  B.,  e(  a2 

Cornell,  William  H 

Coverdale,  Nunis  H 

Colly,  Langley  B 

Cnsbing,  Thomas  B 

Dahl^ren,  Mrs.  Madaline  V 

Dewling,  Isaiah 

Doty,H.  H 

Dry-dock  at  Mare  Island 

Enlistment  in  the  Navy 

Erben,  Henry  ...i 

Expedition  to  the  Arctic  seas 

Frye,  Agnes  E 

Goldsborough,  Elizabeth  W 

Graham,  J.  D 

Graydon,  James  Weir 

Halroyd,  John 

Jarboe,  Horace 

Jenkins,  Thornton  A 


Vol. 


No. 


5 
2 
2 
2 
5 


1 
3 
5 
5 
3 


5 


2 
2 
5 
1 
1 
4 
2 
2 
2 
2 
1 


2 
2 


775 
904 
516 
402 
326 
9^5 
103 


238 
619 
841 
942 
629 
964 
943 


291 
490 
860 
109 
65 
825 
316 
582 
411 
510 
244 


364 
244 


2 

267 

3 

625 

3 

630 

3 

276 

3 

662 

2 

280 

5 

930 

o 

927 

5 

9:}2 

5 

938 

4 

787 

5 

925 

4 

827 

1 

198 

5 

942 

5 

925 

5 

855 

5 

936 

3 

626 

4 

829 

2 

432 

3 

661 

I 

96 

5 

931 

1 

9-J 

3 

631 

3 

624 

2 

275 

2 

277 

3 

637 

Parts. 


4 
2 


1-2 
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Sabject  of  Reports,  by  whom  made,  and  from  what  Committees. 


Naval  Affairs,  Committee  od,  Reports  from — Continned. 

JenkiDS,  Thornton  A 

Kane,  Aloysins  J 

Kelsey,  James  £.,eta2 

League  Island  navy-yard 

Loyal,  Benjamin  P 

Lynn,  James  H 

Macomb,  David  B 

Malster,  William  T 

Marston,  Lien  tenant-Colonel  Ward 

McCrea,  Commander  Edward  P 

McGill.JohnD 

McGnnnigle,  Isabella  R 

McKay,  Donald 

McKay,  Nathaniel 

Meade,  Henry  M 

Meagher,  Peter 

Morrison,  James  H 

Movable  torpedoes 

Naval  contractors 

Navy  and  Marine  Corps  Life  Insurance , 

Nicholson,  Somerville 

Odell,  J.  J 

Pay  oflScers'  clerks  in  the  Navy 

Pay  of  retired  rear-admirals 

Potts,  Howard  D 

Prize-money  to  fleet-officers....' 

Quarantine  hospital  in  Hampton  Roads 

Ram  Albemarle 

Reaney,  Son,  &  Archibald 

Relief  of  certain  naval  officers 

Relief  of  officers  of  the  Navy 

Removal  of  Naval  Observatory 

Richardson,  A.  H 

Secor  &  Co.  and  Perine,  Secor  &Co 

Sale  of  land  in  Wallabout  Bay 

Todd,  Capt.  John  G 

Torpedoes,  movable 

Vamey,  William  H 

Von  Cort,  Mrs.  C.  A 

W^altemeyer,  J 

Weeks,  Asa 

Wilson,  Theodore  D 

Naval  contractors,  relief  of  certain 

Naval  Observatory,  removal 

Naval  officers,  relief  of  certain 

Naval  officers,  relief  of 

Navy,  board  of  assistants  for 

Navy,  chaplains  in  the.. 

Navy,  civil  engineers  in 

Navy  Department,  contracts  of 

Navy,  enlistments  in 

Navy  and  Marine  Corps  Life  Insurance 

Navy,  officers  of  the 

Navy,  pay-officers  clerks  in  the ". 

Navy-yard,  League  Island 

Naylor.Ruth  Isabella 

Neale,John  T 

Nebraska,  additional  Representative  from 

Nelson,  M.  A.  C 

Netterfield, Herman 

Newman,  W.H 

New  Mexico,  Armejo-Sutton  land  claim  in 

New  York  Cavalry,  Twenty-first  Regiment 

Nichols,  John  R 

Nicholson,  Thomas  A.  (first  session.  No.  4.) 


Vol. 

No. 

Parte. 

3 

638 

1 

41 

2 

279 

5 

834 

2 

278 

2 

2{^S 

3 

t)2:i 

2 

290 

3 

632 

3 

628 

3 

633 

3 

635 

2 

274 

2 

271 

1 

94 

3 

6:V4 

5 

y;55 

5 

943 

2 

272 

5 

926 

5 

928 

3 

639 

5 

941 

.5 

y:{7 

1 

99 

5 

929 

3 

629 

2 

97 

2 

273 

3 

636 

5 

934 

2 

454 

5 

940 

2 

270 

5 

932 

2 

269 

5 

943 

5 

939 

3 

627 

2 

281 

1 

63 

5 

93;^ 

2 

272 

2 

454 

3 

6,36 

5 

934 

3 

()62 

5 

930 

5 

938 

4 

787 

2 

4:i2 

5 

926 

5 

934 

.5 

941 

.5 

834 

1 

137 

2 

451 

.5 

923' 

1 

229 

5 

836 

1 

8 

2 

463 

2 

289 

2 

429 

1 

4 
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Sobject  of  Reports,  by  whom  made,  and  from  what  Committees.      Vol. 


Nicholson,  Somerrille 

Ninth  United  States  Infantry 

Nobles,  Maggie  A.  and  David  G..  

Nones,  Anna  H 

NoRCROSS,  Amasa  (Representative  from  Massachnsetts),  Reports 
made  by — 

Harrison,  Mrs.  Sidney  A 

Rogers,  Sallie 

Satton,  Leroy  D 

Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company 

Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company 

North  Louisiana  Railroad  Company 

Notre  Dame  Du  Lac  University 

Nott,  Oscar  B 

Nntt,  Julia  A 

Nuttall,  Edwin  J 

Nye,  Ezra  O 


O. 


O'Brien,  Ajjatha. 
O'Brien,  Mitchell 
Odell.  J.  J 


Odelly  Joseph 

Officers,  certain,  of  the  Internal  Revenue  Service 

Officers  of  the  Navy 

Officers,  prize-money  of  fleet 

Ogden.ElizaW 

OnL<anghUD,Mary 

Old  Dominion  Steamship  Company... 

Oliver,  Adpison  (Representative  from  Iowa),  Reports  made  by : 

Adams,  John,  William  B.  Cliff,  el  a^ 

Eaton,  Henry  Z 

French,  Henry  S 

Gibbes&Co 

Herr,  A.  H 

Hill,  James  N.  and  Harriet  C 

Mickle,  Harmon 

Porch,  Emma  A. 

Ray,  John  C « 

Orphan  claim  of  Creek  Indians 

Osage  land-suits,  counsel  fees 

Osage  lands,  payment  from  sale  of 

Osbom,  Annie  W 

Overton,  Edward,  Jr.  (Representative  from  Pennsylvania),  Re- 
ports made  by : 

Light-house  at  Half-way  Rock,  Massachusetts 

Light-house  at  Menominee  Harbor 

Light-house  at  mouth  of  Thunder  Bay 

Light- honse  at  San  Luis  Obispo 

Ligh t-house  at  Stage  Harbor,  Massachusetts 

Owens,  Joseph  ineC 

Owens,  Mary  E 

Oxford,  Miss.,  public  buildings 


P. 


Pacheco  r«.  Wigginton 

Pacific  Railroad , 

Pacific  Railroad,  Committee  on,  Reports  from : 
Pacific  Railroad , 

Pacific  Railroad,  acts  relating  to.... 

Pacific  Railroad,  amending  acts  relating  to... 
Pacific  Railroad.  Austin-Tapolovampo  route. 
Pacific  Railroad  commissioners , 


Vol. 

No. 

Parts. 

o 

928 

5 

993 

5 

967 

I 

177  i 

1 

.3 

1 
613 

3 

615 

3 

614  1 

1 

120 

3 

618 

1 

200 

3 

666 

4 

797 

4 

710 

2 

575  1 

2 

552 

2 

1 
517  , 

4 

725  ' 

3 

639 

4 

718 

4 

831 

5 

934 

5 

929 

5 

857  i 

2 

460 

1 

33 

2 

450 

■ 

5 

1011 

2 

447 

1 

206 

2 

448 

2 

419 

5 

1012 

1 

207 

1 

208 

5 

905 

2 

377 

1,2 

5 

914 

5 

991 

4 

822 

4 

823 

4 

R21 

4 
3 

824 
698 

1 

193 

2 

30/ 

5 

.  10(K> 

t 

1 

!l 

83  1 

118  1 

1 

238 

1,2,3,4 

1 

2.38  . 1,2.3,4 

430 

3 

622 

3 

621 

3 

620 

1,2 

XL 


INDEX. 


Subject  of  Reports,  by  wbom  made,  and  from  what  Committees. 


Pacific  Railroad,  Committee  on — Continoed. 

Pacific  Railroad,  Northern 

Pacific  Railroad,  Northern 

Pacific  Railroad,  Texas 

Page,  Hokace  F.  (Representative  from  California),  Reports  made 
by: 

Pottawatomie  Indian  treaty 

Settlers  in  Wind  River  Valley 

Paine,  Franklin 

Paine,  Samud  L 

Palmer,  Sarah  C 

?;:j;^ix^l;iS;  =i?  z^h:  \ ««" «--.  ^o.  3.  paru  1  and  2. 

Parker,  William  H 

Parrot  t,  Jacob 

Parvin  and  Greene 

Patents,  Committee  on,  reports  from : 

Bedford,  J.  W 

Patterson  vs.  Belford ,... 

Patterson,  George  W.  (Representative  from  New  York),  Reports 
made  by : 

Cunninp^ham,  Moses • 

Keltner,  John 

Remick,  Rebecca  B 

Wheeler,  Eliashib  A 

Patterson,  Thomas  M.  (Representative  from  Colorado),  Reports 
made  by : 

Bonndary-line  between  Colorado  and  Utah 

Donation  of  lot  in  Denver 

Lands  located  on  military- warrants 

Pay  of  letter-carriers 

Pay  of  rear-admirals,  retired 

Pay  officers'  clerks  in  the  Navy 

Payment  of  certain  debts  by  tne  government  in  the  several  States. 

Payment  of  judgments  against  the  United  States 

Peasley  and  McClary 

Pekin^  111.,  City  Distilling  Company .• 

Pelletier,  Antonio 

Pembina,  Territory  of * 

Penitentiary  in  Dakota 

Penitentiary  in  Wyoming ; 

Pennycough,  James 

Penrose,  Valeria  C 

Pension  Bureau,  delay  of  business  in I 

Pension  for  the  loss  of  one  foot  and  one  hand i 

Pensions,  increasing  certain I 

Pensler,  August 

Peutwater,  Michigan,  light-house 

Pere  Marquette  light-house i 

Perine,  Secor  &  Co ] 

Perkins,  Daniel  W 

Perkins,  Wealthy 

Perrin,  Mrs.  F.  A 

Perry,  Charles  A 

Perry,  Columbus  P 

Perry,  Dean  Francois 

Peterson,  R.  G 

Peterson,  Thomas  S 

Pharmacy  in  the  District  of  Columbia 

PuELPS,  James  (Representative  from  Connecticut),  Reports  made 
by : 

Enterprise  Insurance  Company  of  Cincinnati 

Farrar,  W.  B 

Hall,  John  B 

Kearney,  Thomas 

Pollock,  William  J 


Vol.      No.     Parts. 


3  !  618 
1  I  120 
3       619 


3 
1 
1 


1 
4 
5 


433 

503 
186 
159 


179 

727 

1016 


5  i  1017 
14 


2 

500 

2 

501 

1 

129 

2 

502 

4 

708 

4 

784 

4 

707 

1 

117 

5 

937 

5 

941 

1 

68 

4 

8:u 

3 

682 

3 

674 

1 

51 

2 

350 

5 

915 

2 

291 

2 

329 

5 

874 

2 

352 

5 

862 

2 

431 

1 

70 

2  1 

421 

2  1 

420 

2 

270 

1  ; 

60 

4 

781  i 

2 

407 

2 

437 

3 

671 

4 

826 

3 

590 

2 

310 

2 

351 

5 

944 

5 

880  1 

5 

916  , 

5 

884  ' 

5 

882 

1,2 


1.2 


INDEX. 


XLI 


Sabject  of  Reports,  by  whom  made,  and  from  what  Committees. 


Phelps,  Ja^ies,  Reports  made  by— Continued. 

RefundinjiC  taxes  on  manafactured  tobacco 

Rogers,  Richardson  &Co 

Secarities  of  Franklin  Travis 

Saint  MichaePs  Church,  Charleston,  S.C 

Wilmer,  William  R 

Phillips,  George  D 

Pickard,  Isaiah 

Pierson,  Charles  E 

Piper,  William  J 

Pittsburg,  Pa.,  public  bnildiogs 

Plowman,  Henry 

Plnmmer,  Francis  H 

Poindexter,  John  S 

Point  San  Jos<S  reservation 

Pollock,  William  J 

Porch,  Emma  A 

Porter,  Elizabeth  Ann 

Post-Office  appropriation  bill 

Post-Office  and  P08T-R0AD8,  Committee  on,  Reports  from : 

Andrews,  John  F 

Atwell,  Samuel  R 

Collier,  Thomas  W 1 

Duncan,  J.  H 

Giddings,  George  H.  (first  session,  No.  1) 

Grove.  Samuel 

Nichols,  John  R 

Ocean  mail  steamship  to  Brazil 

Pay  of  letter-carriers 

Snyder,  William  C 

Transportation  United  States  mails  between  Galveston  and 
Vera  Cruz 

Ward,  John  N 

Pottawatomie  Indian  treaty 

Potter,  Clarksox  N.  (Representative  from  New  York),  Report 
made  b^ : 

Private  claims  against  the  government 

Potts,  Howard  D 

Poverty  Island  light-house,  workmen  at 

Powers,  Llewellyn  (Representative  from  Maine),  Reports  made 
by: 

Andrews,  George 

Bagbee,  Charles  H 

Bullard,  William 

Cromau,  Jacob  G 

Crubaugh,  Zepheniah 

Curby,  Abraham 

Davenport,  Levi  C 

Dene,  William 

Donnelly,  Daniel 

Flock,  Herman 

Johnson,  James 

Kelly,  Thomas 

Marshall,  Susan  W 

Murphy,  Mary 

Palmer,  Sarah  C 

Searle,  Sarah 

Smith,  Frederick  W ^ 

Tott*>n,  Julia  H 

Van  Name.  Jerome  J 

Whitney,8.  S 

Widney,  Robert  M 

Young,  Jos.  L 

Young,  Thomas  C 

Pratt,  Calvin  E 

Pratt,  Joseph  R , 


Parts. 


2 
o 
3 
3 
1 
3 
1 
2 
5 
1 
5 
5 
I 
2 
2 


.381 
883 
610 
689 
194 

6as 

53 

254 

1015 

81 
922 
882 
207 
568 
473 


1 

93 

1 

123 

1 

122 

1 

25' 

1 

1 

2 

365 

2 

429 

'    2 

346 

1 

117 

I 

17 

5 

886 

1    1 

34 

2 

433 

'    4 

812 

1 

99 

1 

102 

2 

5><5 

2 

.->r^l 

I 

162 

2 

584 

2 

322 

1 

161 

2 

TkSH  ' 

<> 

«* 

580 

2 

585  1 

2 

320 

5 

863  ' 

2 

597 

2 

588 

2 

.582  ' 

1 

159 

5 

977 

2 

579 

1 

158 

3 

589 

2 

578 

1 

160 

2 

321 

5 

864 

5 

838 

2 

489 

1,2 
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Subject  of  Reports,  by  whom  made,  and  from  what  Committees. 


Vol.       No    Parts. 


Price,  William  8.,  heirs  of 

President  and  Vice-President  of  the  United  States,  election  of... 

Preston,  Sjmon  M 

Printing,  Committee  on.  Report  from : 

Wages  in  Government  Printing  Office 

Prisoners,  certain,  in  the  District  of  Columbia 

Private  claims  against  the  government 

Private  Land-Claims,  Committee  on,  Reports  from : 

Allen,  Lewis 

Bolton  claim 

Boundary  of  Las  Pnlgas  Rancho 

Clark,  AnnaM 

Cramer,  Lieut.  Jacob,  heirs  of 

Dnclozel,  Charles  Olivier 

Edwards,  Benjamin  E 

Granting  lands  to  city  of  Burlington,  Iowa 

Herrick,Nanc^A 

Jones,  John  Rice,  heirs  of 

Perry,  Jean  Francois 

Rio  Hondo  land-claims 

Scrip,  location  of  lands  with 

Scrip,  location  in  Florida,  Louisiana,  and  Missouri 

Settlers  on  certain  lands  in  California 

Sutton,  Joseph,  land -claim 

Wilson,  Joseph  F 

Prize-money  to  fleet  officers 

Protestant  Episcopal  Seminary  in  Virginia 

Providence,  R.  I.,  public  buildings  at 

Public  buildings  m  certain  cities 

Public  buildings,  construction  of  certain 

PuBuc  Buildings  and  Grounds,  Committee  on.  Reports  from : 

Casey,  Stephen 

Construction  of  certain  public  buildings 

Du  vail,  William  T 

Electrical  annunciators 

Gleason,  Andrew , 

Jessnp,  Alfred  D 

Jones,  Patrick  H 

Looney,  Dennis , 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  custom-house 

National  Museum  building 

Public  buildings  in  certain  cities 

Public  building  at  Danville,  Va 

Public  grounds  in  Chicago,  title  to 

PcBLic  Lands,  Committee  on,  Reports  from : 

Boundary  line  between  Colorado  and  Utah 

Donation  of  lot  in  Denver,  Colo 

Forfeiture  of  land-grants  to  certain  railroad  companies 

Fresh  water  on  Fore  Yuma  Desert 

Gee,  Henry 

Lands  located  on  military  warrants 

McGarrahan,  William 

Settlers  on  public  lands 

Settlers  on  Sascol  Ranch,  California 

Taxation  of  railroad  lands 

Pulling,  Thomas 

Putman,  Daniel  C - 

Pyle,  Mary  Jane 


Q. 

Quarantine  Hospital,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia 

Quarrel,  George 

Quentin,Regina 

Quen ten,  Lieut.  Julius 

Quinn,  Robert 


3 
4 
1 

1 
4 
4 

5 
1 
4 
2 
2 

•» 

1 
5 


1 
4 
1 
2 
2 
4 
2 
1 
5 
1 
1 
1 
5 

5 
5 
5 
1 
5 

•» 

o 
5 
5 
4 
5 
1 
4 
1 

4 
4 
o 
2 
2 
4 
5 
4 
2 
4 
2 
4 
4 


5 
2 
2 
2 


629 
868 
304 
472 
494 


656 
819 
106 

199 
815 

812 

948 
243 
810 
464 
247 
947 
221 
1007 
9 
223 
826 
222 
248 
249 
811 
463 
220 
929 

91 

53 

53 
1006 

892 

1006 

889 

52 
891 
1003 
890 
893 
816 
244 

53 
785 

53 

708 

784 

911 

380 

428 

707 

951 

704 

424  I 

709  ; 

328 

801 

736 


1/^ 
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Subject  of  Reports,  by  whom  made,  and  from  what  Committees. 


R. 

Racine,  Wis.,  fog-signal 

Raff,  Martin 

Railroad  Company,  Western,  of  Minnesota 

Railroad,  Cumberland  Valley 

Railroad  land-grants  forfeited 

Railroad  lands,  taxation  of 

Railroad,  Nortn  Louisiana 

Railroad,  Northern  Pacific 

Railroad,  Northern  Pacific 

Railroad,  Worthington  and  Sioux  Falls 

Railway,  Great  Southern 

Rablways  akd  Canals,  Committee  on,  Reports  from : 

Cheap  transportation  East  and  West 

Dismal  Swamp  Canal 

Great  Southern  Railway % 

Roles  79  and  94  of  the  House 

Water  transportation  between  Lakes  Erie  and  Michigan 

Worthington  and  Sioux  Falls  Railroad 

Railways,  settlement  of  accounts  with  certain 

Rains,  Mrs.  Amanda ^ 

Rainey  r«.  Richardson 

Rainby,  Joseph  H.  (Representative  from  South  Carolina),  Re- 
IK>rts  made  by : 

Alstead,  Abraham 

Anderson,  Milley , 

Atwood,  A.  M 

Binford,J.D 4 

Bramford,  Robert  C 

Browne,  William  R 

Chewning,  Reuben  J 

Clippinger,  Annie  M 

Cook,  James  H 

Dillon,  William  B 

Fishbnme,  Henry 

Fonda,  WiUiam  S 

Gordon,  James  R 

Grove,  George 

Haile,  Mary  C 

Henry,  Philip 

Hewett,  Charles 

Hixson,  Amos 

Hollis,  Othneil  P 

Humes,  Susan 

Koeniger,  Anna 

McTaggert,  Mattie 

Mclntyre,  Mary  D 

Meixsall,  Annie  M 

Mooreland,  James ^ 

Morris,  Byron  S 

Roberts,  Perly  P 

Robinson,  Jere 

Stephenson,  William  W 

Tinsley,  A.  M 

Ward,  John 

Watson,  Susan  L 

Wehe,Anna 

Ram  Albemarle 

Ramsey,  R.  H , 

Rahtan  Bay  light-house 

Ray,  John  C 

Rea,  David  (Representative  from  Missouri),  Reports  made  by : 

Navigation  of  Twelve-Mile  Bayou 

North  Lonsiana  Railroad  Company 

Rea,  James 


Vol. 

No. 

Parts. 

2 

1 
423 

2 

562 

2 

2.52 

3 

693 

5 

911 

5 

709 

1 

200 

1 

120 

3 

618  1 

1 

187  i 

5 

999  1 

2 

379  i 

4 

802  '   1,2 

5 

999 

1 

13  1 

5 

1010 

1 

187  ' 

5 

909 

1 

5 

4 

806 

1 

181 

4 

777 

3 

606  ! 

2 

34.5 

2 

597 

3 

769 

1 

24 

2 

339 

5 

W9 

3 

602 

4 

773 

4 

776  ( 

4 

771 

2 

343 

3 

600  ' 

2 

342 

3 

605 

1 

184 

2 

340 

3 

603 

3 

598  1 

2 

341 

1 

89 

4 

774 

4 

770  ! 

4 

775  1 

2 

344 

3 

601 

3 

599 

1 

182 

4 

772  ; 

1 

ia3  1 

3 

604 

1 

97 

1 

no 

4 

786 

1 

208 

4 

809 

1 

200 

5 

1004 
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Subject  of  Reports,  by  whom  made,  and  from  what  Committees.     Vol.      No.     Parts. 


Reaoax  John  H.  (Representative  from  Texas),  Reports  made 
by: 

Regulation  of  inter  State  commerce 

Regulation  of  steam  vessels 

Reaney,  Son  &  Archibald 

Rear-Admirals,  pay  of 

Records,  Fannie  E 

Reed,  John  N 

Reed,  Miles  L 

Reese,  Elizabeth 

Reford,  Joseph  W 

Reform  in  the  Civil  Service,  Committee  on,  Reports  from  : 

Doorkeeper  of  the  House,  charges  against 

Private  claims  against  the  government 

Refunding  certain  taxes  on  manufactured  tobacco 

Reich,  Rebecca  C 

Reily,  JohnH 

Reilly,  James  B.  (Representative  from  Pennsylvania),  Reports 
made  by : 

Crenshaw,  A.  L.  H 

Eraser,  J 

Garrison,  Nehemiah,  assignee 

Perry,  Columbus  F 

Walker,  Dabney 

Rowing,  Henry 

Renick,  Rebecca  B 

Representative  from  Nebraska,  additional 

Reuse,  Dr.  P.  F 

Revised  Statutes,  repeal  of  certain  sections  of 

Revision  of  the  Laws,  Committee  on  the,  Reports  from : 

Revised  Statutes,  repeal  of  certain  sections  of 

Revolutionary  Pensions,  Committee  on,  Reports  from : 

Ashby,  Daniel 

Blancett,  William 

Booker,  Edward 

Bowers,  Catharine 

Byrd,  Bright 

Cliue,  Charles 

Cunningham,  Mosetf.. 

Desbrow,  Mary , 

Dillahuntv,  Lucinda  D , 

Farwell,  Ebenezer 

Frankeberger,  Willidm 

Guthne,  John 

Harrison,  Mrs.  Sidney  A 

Holland,  John 

Jackson,  Jarvis 

Jaruian,  Willis 

Kiltner,  John 

Kurtz,  Elizabeth 

McClure,  Alexander , 

Mitchell,  David  and  Mary  Fuller 

Monroe,  James 

Moore,  .Jane , 

Paine,  Franklin 

Phillip,  George  W 

Quinn,  Robert 

Remick,  Rebecca  B 

Rogers,  Sallie 

Seamen,  Laura 

Sears,  Mary  J * 

Sipple,  Henry 

Slawson,  Charles \ 

Small,  David 

Stalliugs,  Jesse 

Sutton,  Leroy  D 


1 

245 

1 

62 

2 

273 

5 

937 

1 

86 

3 

669 

o 

Mr 

335 

2 

362 

O 

1017 

2 

422 

4 

812 

5 

946 

2 

550 

2 

547 

1 

217 

3 

670 

3 

672 

3 

671  : 

I 

218 

1 

46 

1 

129  ; 

5 

923  ! 

2 

300  i 

5 

888 

5 

SSS 

3 

654 

3 

640 

2 

499 

2 

292 

3 

644 ; 

4 

713  1 

2 

500 

2 

507 

3 

607 

2 

509 

2 

508 

3 

611 

3 

613 

2 

505 

2 

493 

3 

612 

2 

501 

2 

504 

2 

498 

3 

641 

2 

492  1 

3 

643 

2 

.503 

3 

610 

2 

294 

^ 

129 

615 

642 

497 

293 

128  , 

125 

609 

614 
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Sabjeot  of  Reports,  by  whom  made,  and  from  what  Committees.     Vol. 


Revolutionary  Pensions,  Committee  on,  Reports  from — Cont^d. 

Tilton,  Abigail  S 

Thompson,  Brig.  Gen.  William,  heirs  of 

Thompson,  James  P 

Weatherby,  Henry  C 

Webb,  Martha 

Wheeler,  Eliashib  A 

Winans,  Isaac 

Wright,  George  W 

Rew,  .John,  &  Co ^.^ 

Reynolds,  Charles  C 

Reynolds,  William ^ • 

Rhett,  William  H 

Rew,  John  A.,  d^Co 

Rice,  Amkricus  V.  (Representative  from  Ohio),  Reports  made  by : 

Barrett,  Dwight  A ,.. 

Borden,  John 

Brennan,  Catharine 

Brown,  Henry ..--^ 

Backley,  William 

Cobangh,  William  D 

Colony,  Margaret  R 

Crawford,  Thomas 

Donbar,  Isabella 

Evans,  Jolia  S.  W 

Fairly,  Agnes 

Fegao,  Christopher • 

Fetnhell,  Helena 

Freil,  Levi  J 

Gallagher,  Catharine  H 

HackiiD,  Patrick 

Hall,  Johns 

Hinchmon,  Dalton 

Hewett,  Thomas  W 

Higgins,  Andrew  F 

Hall,  Elizabeth  R 

Irons,  Oliver  H 

Lienrance,  Esther  E 

Maxwell,  Rebecca  C 

McCoy,  Dr.  George 

Mellon,  August 

Miller,  Rose , 

Mincer,  John 

Mizelle,  Cynthia  A 

Morris,  Lydia  A 

Morse,  Asa 

Murphy,  Thomas 

Netterheld,  Herman 

Odell,  Joseph 

Osborne,  Annie  W - 

Pratt,  Calvin  E 

Reus8,Dr.  P.  F 

Robinson,  Martha  J 

Roy,  Kate  Louisa 

Roylston,  William 

Ryan,  Mary  E 

Sanders,  Benjamin 

Semple,  James  Y 

Steif,  Caroline , 

Stinson,  Samuel, Jr 

Walker,  Robert  P 

Wems,  Elizabeth  J 

Winters,  Elizabeth 

Rice,  William  W.  (Representative  from  Massachusetts),  Reports 
made  by : 

Northern  Pacific  Railroad 


No.     Parts. 


2 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
2 
3 
2 
2 
4 
3 
2 

1 
5 
2 
5 
3 
3 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 
5 
5 
3 
2 
5 
1 


5 
2 
3 
5 
1 
1 
3 
2 
5 
2 
2 
5 


4 
5 
5 
2 
3 
1 
2 
5 
5 
1 
5 
2 
4 
5 


495  , 
42 

126 
127 
506 
502 

496  ! 
GOd  I 
416  I 
395  I 
724  I 
694 
416 

18 
956 
295 
839 
648 
649 
131 

26 
299 
298 
134 
844 
837 
515 
355 
842 
130 


718 
991 

8:w 

300 

645 

133 

297 

945 

840- 

132 

953 

294 

716 

952 

513 


120 


4  >    717  i 
2  i    511  I 

843 
512  ! 
(i46 
955 
20 
19 
647 
296 
957 
514 
516 
841 
2  I    510 

5  I     836 
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Subject  of  Reports,  by  wbom  made,  and  from  what  Committees. 


Rice,  Wiltjam  W.,  Reports  made  by — Continued. 

Northern  Pacific  Railroad 

Pacific  Railroad  commissioners 

Richards,  Amelia  A.  ^...• 

Richardson,  A.  H «. 

Richardson  vs.  Rainey 

Riddle,  Haywood  Y.  (Representative  from  Tennessee),  Reports 
made  by : 

Allison,  James  M 

Artzt,  Theodore 

Brewster,  Victoria  L 

Bruner,  Frederick  R 

Buck,  Charlotte 

Carter,  Julia  Ann , 

Coggswell,  William 

Cross,  Thomas  R 

Dodson,  Bigsley  £ 

Ellis,  John  P 

Evans,  Isabelle  L 

Farley,  Annie .• , 

Farrar,  Nelson  M 

Flynn,  John 

Forry,  Abraham 

Falks,  Elizabeth 

6oss,Sarah  J , 

Grace,  Jacob  M 

Halbert,  Nathaniel 

Hallam,  Hannah 

Halstead,  Calvin 

Hamilton,  Mrs.  Sarah 

Harpending,  Hiram  G.,  children  of 

Haviland,  Abby  C 

Held,  Charles 

Hennessey,  Augustine 

Heymes,  Matilda  and  Mary 

Horner,  William 

Huston,  George 

Increasing  pensions  in  certain  cases 

Ingle,  Melvina 

Keele,  A.  B.,  guardian,  &o 

Kenny,  Miriam  V 

Kinder,  Jefferson 

Kinsella,  Patrick , 

Kogel,  John 

Leonard,  Harriet 

Livingston,  RobeH  W 

McCalla,  Theodore  H 

McComb,  David 

McGinty,  Michael 

McKee,  Jane 

Millsaps,  Marion 

Moore,  Florence  V 

Moore,  Mary  H 

Mott,  Victorine 

Murphy,  John 

Nye,  EzraO 

Ogden,  Eliza  W 

Penitentiary  in  Dakota 

Porter,  Elizabeth  Ann 

Raff,  Martin 

Reich,  Rebecca  C - 

Ryan,  Benjamin  S 

Ryne,  Hamilton 

Schenck,  Ester  E 

Snider,  Frank 

Bomers,  Mathew 


Vol. 

1 
1 

No.  Parts. 

3 

618  , 

3 

()20 

1 

204 

5 

940  ! 

4 

1 

80() 

5 

1 

962 

4 

742 

1 

155 

2 

556 

2 

571 

4 

740 

2 

558 

4 

743 

2 

561 

2 

563 

2 

567 

2 

554 

2 

551 

1 

45 

4 

744 

5 

960 

2 

555 

2 

549 

5 

963 

4 

745  i 

4 

789 

2 

565 

5 

855 

5 

853 

5 

854 

f» 

968 

2 

319 

5 

961 

1 

154 

2 

431 

5 

959 

5 

967 

2 

317 

4 

741 

r^ 

856 

2 

548 

1 

152 

2 

315 

5 

965  ' 

4 

747 

4 

746 

5 

852 

2 

566 

2 

314 

1 

153 

5 

964 

2 

316 

2 

552 

5 

a>7 

5 

915 

2 

568 

2 

562 

2 

550 

2 

560 

2 

358 

2 

569 

5 

851 

2 

559 
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Subject  of  Reports,  by  whom  made,  and  from  what  Committees. 


BiDDLE,  Haywood  Y.,  Reports  made  by — Continned. 

Sprague,  Henry 

Stinson,  Adam  S 

Stover,  Mary  J 

Stater,  John  M • 

Territory  of  Pembina 

Tilman,  Jonathan  R 

Tucker,  John  B 

Udell,  Nathan 

Udell,  Nathan 

Walker,Dr.  Mary  E 

Ward,  Margaret  A , 

VVestervelt,  Martha 

Whitehead,  George  R , 

Williams,  James  G 

Woodall,  Sarah , 

W^oolsey,  James 

Riley,  Arabella 

Riley,  James 

Rio  Hondo  land  claims 

Robb,  Snsan 

RoBBiNS,  William  H.  (Representative  from  North  Carolina),  Re- 
ports made  by : 

Nicholson,  Thomas  A.(first  session, No.  4) 

Stanber,  Samuel  B.,  et  al 

Roberts,  Charles  B.  (Representative  from  Maryland),  Reports 
made  by : 

Leef,  Juliet,  and  John  McKee , 

Life  Saving  Service 

Roberts,  Charles  S 

Roberts,  Elizabeth  8 

Roberts,  James  &  Noah 

Roberts,  Jonathan 

Roberts,  Perley  P I  

Robertson,  E.  W.,  (Representative  from  Louisiana),  Report  made 
by: 

Improvement  of  Mississippi  River 

Robertson,  Samuel  B 

Robinson,  Jere 

Robineon,  Martha  J 

Robinson,   Milton  S.   (Representative  from  Indiana),  Reports 
made  by: 

Alexander,  William  J 

Expenses  of  States  in  defence  of  the  United  States 

Falls,  William 

Neale,  John  T 

8kile8,John  W 

Rogers,  Henry 

Rogers,  Richardson  &.Co 

R^^ers,  Sallie 

Rohr,  Philip 

Rolfe,  Henry  P. : 

Rosario  and  Carmen  Mining  Company ^ 

Ross,  Miles  (Representative  from  New  Jersey),  Report  made  by: 

Light-house  at  Great  Beds,  Raritan  Bay 

Rooud  Island  light-house 

Rojalston,  William 

Roy,  Kate  Louisa , 

Robert,  Jeptba 

Raby,  James  M 

Rales  79  and  94  of  the  House 

Rossell,  Mrs.  E.J 

Rath,  Jacob  F 

Ryan,  Benjamin  S .v 

Ryan,  Mary  E 

Ryue,  Hamilton.....    


Vol. 

No. 

Parts. 

1 

44 

1 

84 

^ 

850 

5 

849 

2 

350 

1 

151 

1 

157 

2 

564 

4 

790 

1 

156 

5 

966 

2 

318 

2 

553 

2 

557 

2 

570 

5 

958 

2 

415 

4 

752 

1 

222 

1 

3 

2 

1 

1 

457 

2 

457 

4 

705 

2 

426 

5 

988  1 

3 

591 

2 

414  j 

2 

576  1 

2 

344 

4 

714 

1 
3 

164 
601 

3 

645 

1 
1 

211 

209 

2 

452 

2 

451 

1 

210 

2 

301 

5 

881 

3 

615 

1 

36 

2 

413 

3 

700 

4 

786 

2 

419 

2 

297 

1 

133 

4 

730 

2 

476 

1 

13 

5 

971 

3 

655  1 

3 

.%o 

5 

954 

2 

356  > 
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Subject  of  Reports,  by  whom  made,  and  from  what  Committees.    ;  Vol.      No. 


Parti 


S. 

Sackett,  Lacias 

SaiDt  Paul,  Minu.,  marine  hospital  at 

Saint  Michael's  church,  Charleston,  S.  C 

Sanders,  Benjamin 

Sanford,  D.  G.  and  D.  A 

Sanger,  Henry  K.,  estate  of 

San  Josd  reservation * 

San  Lnis  Obispo  light-house 

Sapp,  William  F.  (Representative  from  Iowa),  Report  made  by  : 

Lands  located  on  military  warrants 

Santerman,  W.  G 

Saylek  Milton  (Representative  from  Ohio),  Report  made  by : 

Henderson,  John 

Scales,  Alfbed  M.  (Representative  from  North  Carolina),  Re- 
ports made  by : 

Transfer  of  Indian  Bureau  to  the  War  Department 

Choctaw  Nation  of  Indians 

Schenck,  Esther  K 

Schleicher,  Gustave  (Representative  from  Texas),  Reports  made 
by: 

Cheap  transportation,  east  and  west 

Japanese  indemnity  fund 

Relations  of  United  States  with  Mexico 

Rules  79  and  94  of  the  House 

Schooner  Don  Pedro 

Scott,  Robert 

Scott,  Rebecca  T 

Scondeu,  Peter - 

Scondon,  Peter 

Soranton,  Pennsylvania,  government  offices  at.'. 

Seamen,  Laura 

Searle,  Sarah 

Sears,  Mary  J 

Seaton  House,  purchase  of 

Secor  &  Co.  and  Perine,  Secor  &  Co 

Segar,  Thomas  W , 

Seniple,  Jaoies  Y -* 

Sener,  Jacob  and  Elizabeth 

Settlers  on  lands  in  California 

Settlers  on  Loscal  ranche,  Cal 

Settlers  on  public  lands 

Settlers  in  Wind  River  Valley 

Shannon,  Joseph  R 

Sheets,  Catherine 

Sheiber,  John .* 

Shelley,  Charles  M.  (Representative  from  Alabama),  Reports 
made  by : 

Armstrong,  John  T 

Bartholomew  Agricultural  Society 

Blair,  Samuel  B 

Boyce,  W.  R 

Great  Southern  Railway 

Rain^,  Mrs.  Amanda 

Richards,  Amelia  A.  H 

Slocnmb,  Cora  A.,  et  al 

Statton,  John  T.,  et  al 

Sheppard,  William  F.,  et  al 

Shields,  Gen.  James. 

Slemaker,  Ellen  G 

Short,  Mrs.  O.  F 

Shugart,  John  and  Robert  F 

Shultis,  W.  H 

Silvers,  George .' 

Simkins,  Joseph  J 


2 
5 
2 
5 
2 
2 
5 


4 
1 


312 
950 
381 
840 
4«5 
461 
922 
824 

707 
110 

703 


1 

241 

2 

251 

2 

569 

2 

379 

5 

913 

3 

701 

1 

13 

2 

439 

1 

6(i 

2 

363 

2 

485 

1 

b2 

5 

100(5 

3 

642 

5 

977 

2 

497 

4 

813 

2 

270 

2 

480 

1 

1,32 

2 

371 

4 

811 

2 

424 

4 

704 

5 

835 

2 

440 

2 

308 

1 

85 

1 

203 

1 

7 

2 

446 

2 

445 

5 

999 

1 

5 

1 

204 

1 

6 

2 

444 

3 

655 

2 

539 

5 

1014 

2 

404 

5 

982 

1 

170 

2 

334 

1 

92 
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Subject  of  Report«f  by  whom  made,  and  from  what  Committees.      Vol.       No. 


SiNNiCKSON,  Clement  H.  (Representative  from  New  Jersey),  Re- 
ports made  by : 

Adams,  Samnel  V 

AikenH,  Grace 

Browning,  George  W 

Crabl>e,  Helen 

Cro«*,  Mary  Bradley 

Davi{<,  Rachel  A 

Edwards,  William  H 

0 alezio,  Charles  G 

George,  Stephen  L 

Grabbin8,  John 

Hauilink.  Derrick  F 

H'gley^  Henry  W   

Hopper,  BridgettT 

Inriu^,  Arthnr  W 

Langland,  John 

Leaffy ,  Bridget 

Leamy,  Greorge  W 

L»*yford,  Euiily  H 

Middongli,  Daniel 

Miller,  Aaron  H 

Miller,  William  A 

Morrison,  A.  J 

Nutall,  Edwin  J 

Palling,  Thomas 

Roberr  8,  Jonathan 

KoNertson,  Samnel  B 

St^pliD,  George  W 

8lone,  Elizabeth  D 

.Stone,  Elizabeth  D 

Teagarden,  Elizabeth 

Tiedemann ,  Lonis  Christopher 

Tinney.  Almira 

Trea<lwell,  James  B 

Watkins.  .Tiilien 

W«*b8ter,  Benjamin  C 

Wheelock,  Emily  E 

WiKxl,  J.  Ruffin 

Sioox  Indians,  snpplies  furnished 

Sipple,  Henrv 

Skiles,  John  W 

Slawson,  Charles 

Slemaker,  Ellen  G 

Slocom,  Cor.i  A.,  el  al 

Small,  Daniel 

Smalls  r«.  Tilnian 

Smalls,  Hon.  Robert,  arrest  of 

Smith,  CbarleH  B.,  heirs  of 

Smith,  Frederick  W 

Smith,  James 

Smith,  Nathaniel  G 

Smith,  Panielia 

SjfrrH,  William  E.  (Representative  from  Georgia),  Report  made 
by  : 

Gee,  Henry 

SD^der,  William  C 

Soyder,  Frank 

Summers,  Charles  G v 

SommerH,  Charles  G 

Somers,  Mat  hew 

Soteol  Ranehe,  California 

SocniARD,  Milton  1.  (Representative  from  Ohio),  Report  made 

Amending  the  Constitution  as  to  the  election  of  President  and 
Vice-President 

H.  Kep. IV 


Parts. 


! 
5 

8<)6  i 

4  1 

767 

4 

7(>0 

4 

7H3 

2 

573 

4 

7t)8  ' 

4 

764  1 

2  1 

327 

2  1 

577 

5  1 

8<»5  I 

3 

6(>0 

3 

659 

1 

21. 

2 

5T2 

2 

:ttM 

5 

974 

4 

762 

I 

165 

4 

761 

2 

574 

1 

163 

2 

326 

2 

575 

2 

328  S 

2 

576 

1 

164 

4 

76() 

3 

616 

1 

23 

'^ 

323 

5 

l»75 

4 

765 

2 

325 

1 

149 

!      1  ' 

22 

!    I 

43 

5 

976 

4 

833 

1    2 

293 

1 

210 

1 

128 

5 

1014 

I 

6 

1  , 

125 

5 

916 

1 

100 

2 

262 

2 

579 

'    I  1 

I] 

2 

399  ; 

1 

i 

90 

I 

2 

1 
428 

1 

17  . 

^  1 

851 

5  1 

997 

5 

996 

2  i 

559 

2 

424 

1 

1 

819 


INDEX. 


Subject  of  Reports,  by  whom  made,  and  from  what  Committee. 


South  FaralloD  iHlaDd,  California,  fog-bell 

Sovereigntt'  distribution  agency 

Spencer  &  Meade 

Spencer,  Nannie,  admiuistratrix 

Spradlin,  Cynthia » 

Sprague,  Henry 

Spriuger,  Hon.  William  M 

Springrr,  William  M.  (Represtntative  from  Illinois),  Reports 
made  by : 

Deao  t'».  Field 

Impeachment  of  Oliver  B.  Bradford 

WMgginton  V8,  Pacheco 

Stage  Harbor,  Massachusetts,  light-house 

Stallings,  Jessee 

Stanhope,  Phillip  W 

Stannard  Rock,  steam  fog-signal 

Staplin,  George  W 

Stehn,  John  H.  (Representative  from  New  York),  Report  made 
by : 

Edwards,  Benjamin  E 

State  debta,  payment  of  certain 

States,  expenses  of  certain 

State  of  the  Law  respecting  Ascertaiament  and  Declara- 
tion OF  Result  of  Election  of  President  and  Vice- 
President,  Committee  on,  Report  from  : 

Amending  the  C6nstitution  as  to  the  election  of  President  and 

Vice-President 

Stanber,  Samuel  B.^etal 

Stfani- vessels,  regulation  of 

Steele,  Mason  A 

Steele,  Walter  L.  (Representative  from  North  Carolina),  Re- 
ports made  by : 

Ashby,  Daniel 

Cotton  army- worm 

Dillahunty,  Lucinda  D 

Guthrie,  John 

Jarman,  Willis 

Phillips,  George  D 

Stalliugs,  Jessee 

Water-ditch  in  Utah  Territory 

Wright,  George  W 

Steele,  William  A»y  et  al 

Steif,  Caroline 

Stenger,  William  S.  (Representative  from  Pennsylvania),  Re- 
ports made  by : 

Additional  Representatives  from  Nebraska 

Williams,  E.  A 

Steusou,  Samuel  J 

Stephenson,  William  W 

Stewart,  Jacob  H.  (Representative  from  Minnesota),  Report 
madH  by : 

Supplies  furnished  Sioux  Indians 

Stinson,  Adam  S 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  public  buildings  at 

Saint  Michael's  Church,  Charleston,  S.  C 

Stone,  D.C 

Stone,. Elizabeth  D 

Stone,  Elizabeth  D... 

Storer,  Mary  J , 

Strait,  Horace  B.  (Representative  from  Minnesota),  Reports 
made  by : 

Curran,  William  H , 

Equalization  of  bounties 

Hant«eli,  William  S.,  &  Sons 

Hesselberger,  Gustave  A 

Lancaster,  Leonard  L 


Vol. 

No. 

Parts. 

78H 

232 

376 

1.5 

754 

44 

2:57 

2.39 

S18 

83 

698 

609 

253 

114 

766 

221 

68 

1 

209 

4 

819 

2 

4.57 

1 

62 

1 

77 

3 

(i54 

2 

250 

3 

607 

3 

611 

3 

612 

3 

610 

3 

609 

1 

224 

3 

608 

5 

927 

5 

953 

5 

923 

2 

436 

2 

294 

3 

599 

4 

833 

1 

84 

1 

,53 

2 

381 

5 

990 

1 

23 

3 

616 

5 

850 

2 

363 

5 

1000 

3 

291 

2 

348 

2 

261 
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Subject  of  Reports,  by  whom  made,  and  from  what  Committee,    i  Vol.      No.   ;  Parts. 


SnuiT,  HoRACR  B.,  Reports  made  by — ContiDoed. 

McDermotty  G^rge 

Mailer,  Alfred 

Plowman,  Henry 

Pratt,  Joseph  R 

Smith,  Charles  B.,  heirs  of 

Stanhope,  Phillip  W 

Thompson,  Francis  B 

Western  Riailroad  Company  of  Minnesota 

Wilkinson,  Henry  E 

Strattou,  John  T 

Strider,  Thomas 

Stringham,  Henrietta ■ 

Stater,  John  M 

Sofiell  &  Witherspoon 

So mmers, Charles  6 

Sammers,  Charles  6 

Sopplies  furnished  Sionx  Indians 

Snttoa-Arniejo  land-claim 

Satton,  Ij«-roy  D ' 

8wANN,  Thomas  (Representative  from  Maryland),  Report  made  by : 

Paris  exhibition  (first  session,  No.  3,  part  1} 

Swiss  General  Motnal  Benevolent  Society 


T. 

Tannahil,  William  N 

Targarona,  Peter 

Taylor,  John  L 

Taxes,  land  sold  for  direct 

Taxes,  t4»  refand  to  Macon,  Ga 

Taxes,  refunding,  on  tobacco 

Taxes,  refunding  certain 

Tax,  tonnage,  refunding 

Taxation  on  railroad  lands 

Taylor,  John  L 

Teagarden,  Elizabeth 

Tkkkitories,  Committee  on.  Reports  from : 

Elective  franchise  in  Utah 

Penitentiary  in  Dakota 

Penitentiary  in  Wyoming 

Territory  of  Pembina 

Territory  of  Pembina 

Texas,  creditors  of  the  late  republic  of 

Texas  Pacific  Railroad 

Texas  Pacific  Railroad 

Tliew,JamesH 

Tbeyson,  Henry 

Thomas,  Georgine 

Thomas,  Josephine  Da  C 

Tboman,  Josephine  Da  C 

Thomas,  John  I 

Thompson,  Brig.  Gen.  William,  heirs  of 

Thompson,  Francis  B 

Thompson,  James  P 

Thompson,  James  W 

Thompson,  John  M.  (Representative  from  Pennsylvania),  Reports 
made  by : 

Corbet  r,  8e well  B 

Rohr,  Philip 

Thompson,  Mary  T 

Thompfton,  Rutha  C... 

Tbon,  Philip 

Thornbcrg,  J.  M  (Representative  from  Tennessee),  Report  made 
bv : 

Acklin  tf.  Darrall 


4 

803 

2 

490 

2 

254 

2 

489 

2 

262 

2 

253 

1 

16 

2 

252 

2 

260 

2 

444  1 

2 

368 

1 

150 

5 

849 

1 

32 

5 

996 

5 

997 

4 

8:« 

2 

463 

3 

6U 

1 

3 

1 

1 

"234' 

4 

72H 

2 

366 

5 

876 

5 

908 

1 

1  1 

5 

946 

5 

919 

1 

124  !   1,2 

4 

709  ' 

5 

876 

2 

32:i  i 

5 

949  i 

5 

915  i 

2 

291 

2 

350 

2 

350  1 

1 

236 

1 

2.38    1-4 

3 

619    1,2 

2 

532  1 

1 

174 

4 

739 

1 

180 

2 

330  , 

I 

188 

1 

42 

1 

16 

1 

126 

2 

525  ' 

1 

219  1 

1 

36 

2 

306  , 

1 

143 

4 

7.>5 

147 
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Subject  of  Reports,  by  whom  made,  and  from  what  Committees.      Vol.     No.    Parta. 


Throckmorton,  J.  W.  (Representative  from  Texas),  Reports  made 
by : 

Anstiii-Topolovampo  Pacific  ronte 

Election  of  Delegate  from  Indian  Territory 

Election  of  Delej^ate  from  Indian  Territory 

Election  of  Delefj^ate  from  Indian  Terrirory 

Givinfi^  Court  of  Claims  jurisdiction  of  Indian  treaties 

Murphy,  Ella  P 

Thunder  Bay  lif^ht-bouse 

TiedfUiann,  Louis  Christopher 

Tillmun  rs.  Smalls 

Tilman,  J  nathan  R 

Tilton,  Abi^al  8 

Tinny,  Almira 

Tinsfey,  A.  M 1 

Titsworth,  M.  D 

Title  to  public  lands  in  Chicago 

Tobacco,  refunding  tax  on 

Todd,  John  G 

Todd,  Samuel  P 

Todd,  Samuel  P 

Tonnage  tax,  refunding 

Topeka,  Kansas,  public  buildings  in 

Torpedoes,  movable 

Totteu,  Elizabeth 

Totten,  Julia  H 

Towle,  Albert 

TowNSEND,  Martin  I.  (Representative  from  New  York),  Reports 
made  by : 

Counsel  fees  in  0.<>age  land  suits     

Western  band  of  Cherokee  Indians 

TowNSHRND,  Richard  W.  (Representative  from  Illinois),  Re(>orts 
made  by: 

Perry,  Jean  Franyois 

Wilson,  Joseph  F 

Transfer  of  claims  to  Court  of  Claims 

Transfer  of  Indian  Bureau  to  War  Department 

Transportation  between  Lakes  Erie  and  Michigan 

Transportation  of  mails  between  Vera  Cruz  and  Galveston ■ 

Transportation  of  animals 

Transportation  east  and  west 

Travis,  Franklin,  securities  of 

Treailwell,  James  B 

Trowbridge,  Sabin 

Truett,  William 

Trust-ees  Protestant  Episcopal  Seminary 

Tucker,  John  B 

Tucker,  John  R.  (Representative  from  Virginia),  Report  made  by : 

Fearon,  Mary,  and  Jessie  Crossiu 

Turner,  Junius  T 

Turner,  Thomas  (Representative  from  Kentucky),  Reports  made 
by: 

Boundary  of  Las  Pulgas  rancho 

Jones,  John  Rice,  heirs  of 

Settlers  on  certain  lands  in  California 

Tweedy,  John 

Twelve-Mile  Bayou 

U. 


Udell,  Nathan 

Udell,  Nathan 

Ueber,  Lndwig 

Unitarian  church  property  in  Washington.. 
United  States  conrts,  judgment  creditors  in 
United  States  Infantry,  Ninth  Regiment..., 


3 

621 

1 

95 

4 

807 

f) 

1002 

5 

1001 

1 

65 

4 

H21 

r» 

975 

5 

916 

1 

151 

2 

495 

4 

765  , 

1 

182 

3 

6*54 

*} 

427 

I 

37 

2 

269 

1 

47 

1  i 

49 

1 

124    1,2 

5 

1006 

f) 

943 

1 

175 

1 

IJSH 

5 

1 

fc94 

2 

377     2 

1 

230 

4 

H26 

1 

220 

1 

205 

1 

241 

5 

1010 

5 

b86    1,2 

4 

715    U2 

2 

379 

5 

945 

2 

325 

3 

677 

1 

1^5 

1 

91 

1 

157 

1 

2.^ 

2 

1 

4n2 

4 

810 

1 

223 

4 

»11 

2 

383 

4 

809 

4 

790 

2 

.564 

2 

541 

2 

418    1,2 

I 

225 

5 

993 
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Subject  of  Reports,  by  wbom  made,  and  from  what  Committees.     Vol.  i   No.   |  Parts. 


UDivenity  of  Notre  Dame  da  Lac 

Utah,  elective  francbise  in 

Utah  and  Colorado  boundary 

Utah  Territory,  water-ditch  in 


V. 


Van  Hoffman,  L.  A 

Vallier,  Charles 

Vallandingbam,  Joseph  O 

ViNCE,  Robert  B.  (Representative  from  North  Carolina),  Reports 
made  by : 

Bedford,  Joseph  W 

Goloid  coin 

Van  Cott,  John  and  Saniael  Martin 

Tan  Name,  Jerome  J 

Tamey,  William  H 

Vaagbau,  Catharine 

Venezaela  awards 

Venezoela  awards 

Ventilation  of  the  hall  of  the  House 

Vessels  not  propelled  by  steam  or  sail 

Vinnedge,  Alexander  M 

Von  Cort,  Mrs.  C.  A 

Von  Haacke,  Adolphe : 

Voehage,  Annie 

W. 

Waddeu^  Alfred  M.  (Representative  from  North  Carolina),  Re- 
ports made  by  : 

Giddings,  George  H.  (first  session,  No.  2) 

Ocean  mail  steamship  to  Brazil 

Pay  of  letter-carriers 

Wade,  Mary    

Wages  in  Government  Printing  Office 

Wagener,  Melissa * 

Walker,  C.H 

Walker,  Dabney 

Walker,  Ebenezer 

Wtlker,  MaryE 

Walker.  Dr.  Mary  E 

Walker,  Robert  P 

Walker,  T.  A 

Walker,  W.H 

Walsh,  William  (Representative  from  Maryland),  Reports  made 
by: 

Anderson,  Eliza  Bayard 

Anderson,  Otis  B 

Bermingbam,  James 

Black,  William 

Compton,  Daniel 

Daulon,  John 

DiUenger,  John 

Egbert,  Caroline  M 

Gavin,  John 

Harris,  Catherine 

Harris,  Jane  A 

Harris,  Mary  G 

Jackson,  Michael 

Keenab, Margaret 

Kublman,  Johanna 

Lebow,  Mary  I 

LoreU,  Margai'et  I 

Mabew.  James 

McCleJland,  Nancy  E 


3 

; 

666 

o 

949 

4 

708 

1 

224 

1 

8 

4 

711 

4 

757 

.5 

1017 

5 

918  , 

2 

391 

3 

589  1 

r> 

939 

4 

726 

4 

703 

1 

4 

800 

2 

1 

119 

1 

115 

1 

76  ' 

3 

627 

2 

471 

4 

749 

1 

2 

2 

346 

117 

596 

199 

8.'>9 

57 

218 

680 

896 

156 

716 

3 

673 

3 

536 

2 

533 

2 

535 

5 

871 

2 

537 

1 

145 

5 

870 

5 

869 

4 

793 

5 

867 

2 

540 

2 

546 

2 

545 

2 

544 

1 

146 

2 

538 

2 

543 

2 

534 

4 

791 

3,! 

617 

LIV 
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Sabject  of  Beports,  by  whom  made,  and  from  what  Committees. !  Vol. 


Walsh,  William,  Reports  made  by — Contioaed  : 

McNamara,  Mary 

Meigban,  Mary 

NoDeSfADoaH 

Owen,  Mary  E 

Price,  William  S.,beirs  of 

Qnarrell,  Georji^e 

Reese,  Elizabeth 

Reiny,JohnH 

Ruth,  Jacob  F 

Scott,  Rebecca  T 

Sheets,  Catharine 

Shields,  Gent'ral  James 

Striogham,  Henrietta 

Thew,  James  H 

TheysoD,  Henry 

Thomas,  Georgioe 

Thompson,  Mary  T 

Ueber,  Lndwig 

Walker.  William  H 

Watkins,  Jiilia 

Yamall,  Peter 

Waltemyer,  J 

War  Claims,  Committee  on,  Reports  from : 

Adams,  John, «(  al 

Alexander,  William  J 

Armstrong,  John  T 

Bartholomew  Agricaltural  Society 

Blair,  Samnel  B 

Bombonell,  Charles 

Boyce,  W.  R 

Corbett,  Sewell  B 

Crenshaw,  A.  L.  H 

Cnmmings,  J.  J 

De  Leon,  Santiago 

Eaton,  Henry  Z 

Expenses  of  States  in  defense  of  the  United  States . 

Falls,  William 

French,  Henry  S 

Gall,  John  W 

Gibbs&Co 

Great  Sonthem  Rail  way  Company 

Harmon,  M.  G 

Heater,  John 

Hebert,  Eliza  E 

Herr,  A.  H .. 

Hill,  James  A.  and  Harriet  C 

Jamison,  Lncie  A 

Jeffrey,  Rosa  V 

Jeffrey,  Rosa  V , 

Johnson,  Hiram,  ei  al 

Keeve,  Alderson  T j 

McNeal,E.  P 

Methodist  Cbnrch,Clarksbnrg,  W.  Va 

Methodist  Chorch,  Charlestown,  W.Va 

Mickle,  Harmon 

Montgomery,  R.  H.,  and  J.  W.  Burbridge 

Neale,  John  T , 

Nelson,  M.  A.  C 

Newman  and  L.  A.  Van  Hoffman 

Nutt,  Julia  A 

Parvin  &  Greene 

Plummer,  Francis  H 

Porch,  Emma  A 

Raines,  Mrs.  Amanda 

Ray,  John  C 


No. 


Parts. 


I 

1   148 

2   542 

1   177 

2   307 

3   656 

5   fc6d- 

2  1  362 

2  1  547 

3  1  a*>5 

2   36:) 

2   308 

2   5.39 

1   150  i 

2 

532 

1 

174 

4  t  739 

2  1  306 

2  1  541 

2   536 

1   149 

4  ;  792 

2  !  281 

1 

2   450 

1   211 

1   203 

1     7 

2 

446 

4 

828 

2 

445 

I   219 

1   217 

2   453 

5  1  1013 

5  '  1011 

1   209 

2   452 

2   447 

4   712  j 

1   206 

5  1  999 

1    50 

1    35 

1   216 

2   448 

2  i  449 

2   442 

1 

215 

2   441 

1   214 

1  ;  212 

2   443 

5  1008 

5  1009 

5 

1012 

2 

246 

2 

451 

1   229 

1     8 

4   710 

5 

1016 

5 

1015 

1   207 

1     5 

1 

208 

INDEX. 
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Sabject  of  Reports,  by  whom  made,  and  from  what  Committees.     Vol.  i   No. 


Parts. 


War  Claims,  Committee  od,  Reports  from — CoDtinued : 

Richards,  Amelia  A.H 

Rohr,  Phillip 

Shaooon,  Joseph  R , 

8kile8,John  W 

Slemaker,  Ellen  Q 

Slocam,  Cora  A.,  et  al , 

StrattoD,  John  T.,etal 

Transfer  of  claims  ansiDg  nnder  act  of  July  4, 1864,  to  the 
commissioners  of  claims , 

Valier,  Charles 

Van  Hoffman  and  Newman , 

Walker,  Dabney 

Znmstein,  John 

Ward,  John  N , 

Ward,  John , 

Ward,  Joseph , 

Ward,  Margaret  A , 

Waring,  James , 

Warner,  Henry 

Warner,  Rob«^rt 

Warnek,  Levi  (Representative  from  Connecticut),  Reports  made 
by : 

Canfield,  Somael  H 

Carter,  Chauipe  J.  R 

Cheeseman,  David  W 

Dorsey,  John  M.,  and  William  F.  Shepeard 

Gallagher,  Peter 

Harrison,  James  G 

Hawley,  Richard,  &  Son 

Lynch,  Bernard 

Macon,  Ga.,  taxes 

Mann,  William  A 

Morris,  John  H 

Tweedy,  John 

Wheelir,  William  F 

Washington  City  low  grounds 

Washington  Eye,  Ear,  and  Throat  Hospital 

Waler-ditch  in  Utah 

Water  transportation  between  Lakes  Erie  and  Michigan 

Watkins,  Jnlia ; 

Watson,  Augustus,  and  William  Coppinger 

Watson.  Susan  L 

Ways  and  Means,  Committee  on,  Reports  from  : 

Nicholson,  Thomas  A.  (1st  session.  No.  4.) 

Enterprise  lusurance  Company,  Cincinnati,  Ohio 

Farrar,  W.  B 

Fearou,  Mary,  and  Jessie  Crossin 

Gafi",  T.  J.  W.,  &Co 

Hall,  John  P 

Henderson,  John 

Kearney,  Thomas 

Miller,  John  S.,  estate  of 

Montgomery,  R.  H.,  and  J.  W.  Burbridge  &  Co I. 

Payment  of  certain  internal-revenue  omcers 

Pollock,  W.J ; 

Refunding  tax  on  manufactured  tobacco 

Rogers,  Richardson  &  Co [". 

Securities  of  Franklin  Travis ,[], 

Stauber,  Samuel  B.,  et  al !!!!! 

Saint  Michael's  Church,  Charleston,  S.  C !!"!.JI!! 

Warring.  James  J 

Wilmer,  William  R : 

Wcad.  D.  D 

Weatberby.  Henry  C 

Webb,  5Iartha 


1 

204 

1 

36 

2 

440 

1 

210 

5 

1014 

1 

6 

2 

444 

1 

205 

4 

711 

1 

8 

1 

218 

1 

213 

1 

34 

4 

772 

4 

800 

5 

906 

1 

29 

1 

227 

2 

388 

1 
1 

1 

1  111 

2 

1  385 

1 

'    2 

3 

665 

5 

903 

3 

,  664 

1 

!  112 

5 

'  902 

1 

1 

2 

384 

5 

904 

2 

'AS3 

2 

382 

4 

814 

1 

235 

1 

224 

5 

1010 

1 

149 

2 

349 

1 

183 

5 

944 

5 

880 

1 

28 

2 

374 

5 

912 

4 

703 

5 

884 

1 

30 

2 

246 

2 

4.S6 

5 

882 

o 

946 

5 

881 

5  ' 

945 

2 

457 

2 

381 

1 

29 

5 

883 

3i 

679 

1 

127 

2 

506 

LVI 


INDEX. 


Subject  of  Reports,  by  whom  made,  and  from  what  Committees.     Vol.      No.     Parts. 


Webber,  MarvC :. 

Webster,  BenjamiD  C 

Webster.  Mary  S 

Welch,  James 

Weeks,  Asa 

Weems,  Elizabeth  J 

Wehe,  Anna 

Wells,  George  M 

Wells,  James  H.  (Mrs.) 

Western  Cherokee  Indians , 

Western  Railroad,  Minnesota 

Westervelt,  Martha 

Wheeler,  Eliashib  A 

Wheeler,  Jnlia  J 

Wheeler,  William  F 

Wheelock  Emily  E 

Whitehead,  George  R 

Whiteman,  A.  F.,  administrator 

Whitney,  S.S 

White  wood  Flame  Company 

Whiithornk,  Washington  C.  (Repreaentative  from  Tennessee), 
Reports  made  by : 

Addicks,  Joseph  T 

Chaplains  in  the  Navy 

Frye,  Agnes  E 

Gravdoo,  James  Weir 

McComb,  David  B 

Prize-money  to  fleet-officers 

Wickwire,  George  W 

Widney,  Robert  M 

Wiggintou  V8.  Pacheco 

Wigginton  vs.  Pacheco 

WiGGiNTON,  Peter  D.  (Representative  from  California),  Reports 
made  by : 

McGarrahan,  William 

Settlers  on  public  lands 

Settlers  on  Soscol  Ranche,  Cal 

Wilkinson,  Henry  E 

Wilks,  Mary 

Willabout  Bay,  sale  of  land  at 

Wilcox,  Catherine  S 

William  and  Mary  College,  Virginia 

Williams,  E.  A 

Williams,  James  (Representatives  from  Delaware),  Reports  made 
by: 

Carman,  William  H 

Hazard,  William  P 

Williams,  James  G  

Williams,  Mary  D 

Williamson,  JoLn  E 

Williamson,  Martha  A 

WiiJJS,  Albert  S.  (Representative  from  Kentucky),  Report  made 
by: 

Chinese  immigration 

Willis,  Benjamin  A.  (Representative  from  New  York),  Reports 
made  by : 

Albemarle  and  Chesapeake  Canal 

City  of  Brooklyn 

Civil  engineers  in  the  Navy 

Contracts  of  Navy  Department 

Dewling,  Isaiah 

Expedition  to  Arctic  Seas 

Morrison,  James  H 

Pay  of  retired  rear-admirals   

Ram  Albemarle 

Relief  of  officers  of  the  Navy 


1 

113 

1 

22 

4 

780 

I 

69 

1 

63 

5 

952 

3 

604 

3 

697 

1 

196 

1 

2:W 

2 

252 

2 

318 

2 

502 

2 

338 

2 

382 

1 

43 

2 

5.')3 

3 

696 

2 

578 

5 

887 

2 

267 

f> 

930  1 

5 

931 

3 

624 

3 

623 

.5 

929 

1 

tiS 

1 

160 

1 

83 

1 

118 

5 

951 

4 

704  ' 

2 

424 

2 

260 

2 

522  ' 

5 

932 

5 

969 

1 

12 

2 

436 ; 

■ 

2 

287 

2 

286 

2 

557 

2 

311 

2 

2W2 

1 

721 

240 


3 

625 

5 

932 

5 

938 

4 

787 

5  1 

936 

1 

96 

5 

935 

5  , 

937 

1 

97 

5 

934 

1,2 


INDEX. 
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Sabject  of  Reports,  by  whommade,  and  from  what  Committees. 


Willis,  Bxnjamin  A.,  Reports  by— Continned : 

Sale  of  land  in  Wallaooat  Bay 

Vamey,  William  H 

Wilson,  Theodoro  D 

Willson,  SamnelJ 

Wilmer,  William  R 

Wilson  and  Bidow 

Wilson,  Benjamin  (Representative  from  West  Virginia),  Reports 
made  by: 

Copj^nger,  William,  and  Angostas  Watson 

Mexican  awards 

Pelletier,  Antonio 

Refunding  tonnage-tax , 

Rosario  and  Carmen  Mining  Company 

Wilson,  Joseph  F 

Wilson,  Maroellns 

Wilson,  Theodore  D 

Winans,  Isaac 

Winans,  Lewis  £ 

MTind  River  Valley  settlers 

Winters,  Elizabeth 

Winters,  Nathan  A 

Witberspoon  &  Snffell , 

Wolf.  George 

Wood,  Charles  W 

Wood,  Capt.  J.  D 

Wood,  RoffinJ 

Wood,  Warren  F 

Wood,  Wesley 

Woodall,  Sarah 

Woolsey,  James 

Workmen  at  Poverty  Island  light-honse 

Worth,  Andrew  J 

Worthington  and  Sionx  Falls  Railroad  Company 

Wright,  George  W 

Wyoming  penitentiary 

Y. 

Take,  Oliver 

Yamell,  Peter 

Young,  Gassy  (Representative  from  Tennessee),  Reports  made 
by: 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  oostom-honse 

National  mnsenm  bnildinff 

Pablic  bnildingsat  Danvule,  Va 

VoitOation  of  hiUl  of  Honse  of  Representatives 

Young,  Joseph  L 

Yoimg,  Thomas  C 

Yama,Fort 

Z. 

Zomttein,  John 

H,  Bep. -V 


Vol. 

No. 

5 

932 

5 

939 

5 

933 

5 

979 

5 

883 

1 

55 

2 

349 

1 

27 

1 

51 

1 

124 

3 

700 

1 

220 

3 

653 

5 

933 

2 

496 

4 

737 

5 

835 

2 

513 

4 

750 

1 

32 

4 

732 

1 

10 

2 

479 

5 

976 

2 

336 

5 

994 

2 

570 

5 

958 

1 

102 

1 

201 

1 

187 

3 

608 

2 

291 

2 

523 

4 

792 

816 

244 

785 

119 

321 

5 

864 

2 

380 

1 

213 

Parts. 


45th  Congress,  )    HOUSE  OF  BEPBESENTATIVES.     /  Bepobt 
2d  Session.       )  (  :N^o.  589. 


JEROME  J.  VAN  NAME. 


April  16, 1878.— Laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Powers,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions,  sabmitted  the 

following 

REPORT: 

The  Committee  an  Invalid  Pensions^  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  oj 
Jerome  J.  Van  Name^  asking  for  pension^  have  had  the  same  under  con- 
sHeration^  and  submit  thefoUowing  report ; 

Said  claimant  was  a  private  in  Company  K,  Forty-fourth  Missouri 
Volunteers,  and  claims  to  have  contracted  rheumatism  in  his  back  and 
hips  by  exposure  at  Duck  Biver,  Tennessee,  about  November  28, 1864 ; 
that  he  has  applied  for  a  pension  and  his  claim  has  been  rejected  by  the 
Commissioner  upon  unfair  and  unjust  grounds,  and  requests  that  the 
entire  evidence  be  reconsidered.  The  evidence  is  somewhat  contradic- 
tory and  lengUiy,  but,  upon  a  careful  examination  thereof,  the  commit- 
tee can  see  no  error  in  the  decision  of  the  Commissioner,  and  report 
adversely  upon  the  petition,  and  recommend  that  the  same  do  lie  upon 
the  table. 

O 


45th  CoNaRESs, )    HOUSE  OF  BEPBESENTATIVES.     /  Report 
2d  Seman.       }  \  No.  590. 


E.  G.  PETERSON. 


Apbil  16, 1878.— Committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  Hoase  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


Mr.  Joyce,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions,  submitted  the 

following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  biU  H.  R.  3438.] 

Ike  ConMittee  on  Invalid  PenaionSj  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (J7.  £• 
3438)  gra/nting  a  pension  to  B,  O.  Peterson^  late  a  private  in  Company  B, 
One  hundred  and  twentieth  Regiment  Ohio  Volunteers^  have  considered 
the  same^  and  make  ihefolloynng  report : 

That  the  said  Peterson  enlisted  into  the  United  States  military  service 
in  Company  B,  One  hnndred  and  twentieth  Regiment  Ohio  Volanteers, 
in  Angnst,  1862. 

His  family  physician  swears  that  when  Peterson  enlisted  into  the 
service  he  was  a  strong,  active,  and  healthy  young  man. 

On  the  20th  of  December,  1862,  he  was  taken  sick  at  Memphis,  Tenn., 
with  disease  of  his-  eyes,  and  went  into  the  hospital.  On  the  10th  of 
Febmary,  1863,  he  was  discharged  from  the  service  on  surgeon's  certificate. 

The  captain  of  his  company  fully  corroborates  all  the  above  facts. 

It  is  also  proved  by  the  testimony  of  two  physicians,  that  when  Peter- 
son returned  from  the  service  after  his  discharge  he  was  lame  and  nearly 
blind,  and  that  he  has  been  growing  worse  ever  since,  until  at  the  pres- 
ent time  he  is  entirely  blind  and  his  limbs  so  paralyzed  that  he  cannot 
stand  and  is  unable  to  perform  any  labor. 

The  Pension  Bureau  rejected  the  claim  on  the  ground  that  the  claim- 
ant was  unsound  when  he  entered  the  service,  but  the  committee  are 
fully  satisfied  that  he  was  sound  and  healthy  when  he  entered  the  serv- 
ice, and,  that  he  contracted  the  disease,  for  which  he  now  claims  a  pen- 
8100,  in  the  service  and  in  the  line  of  his  duty.  The  committee  there- 
foie  recommend  the  passage  of  the  bill. 


45th  Congeess,  \    HOUSE  OF  EEPBESENTATIVES.     j  Ebport 
2d  SeuiaiL       f  \  No.  591. 


ELIZABETH  8.  BOBEBTB. 


Aril  16, 187a— Committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Wh<^  House  tod  ordered  to  bo 

printed. 


Mr.  JoYOB,  from  the  Gommittee  on  InTalid  Pensions,  snbmitted  Uie 

following 

REPORT: 

[To  aeoompmiy  biU  H.  B.  4994.] 

The  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions^  to  whom  was  referred  ike  biU  (JS.  B. 
4294)  ffranting  an  increase  of  pension  to  Mizabeth  8,  Boberts^  toidow  of 
BffU  Maj.  Qen.  Benjamin  8.  Boberts^  Unsted  States  Army^  have  duly  con- 
iidered  the  same  and  make  the  following  report : 

That  the  said  Benjamin  S.  Boberts  entered  the  military  service  of  the 
United  States  as  a  cadet  from  the  State  of  Vermont  at  the  Military  Acad- 
emy, from  which  he  gradnated  in  1835,  and  was  appointed  brevet  second 
lieotenant  in  the  First  Dragoons,  and  served  on  the  western  frontier  as 
second  lieutenant  and  first  lientenant  in  that  regiment  nntil  Jannary  28, 
1839,  when  he  resigned. 

On  the  27th  May,  1846,  he  again  entered  the  military  service  as  first 
lientenant  in  the  Monnted  Bifles,  and  served  with  his  regiment  through- 
out the  Mexican  war  with  high  distinction,  taking  part  in  most  of  the 
serious  engagements.  He  was  promoted  captain  in  the  Monnted  Bifles 
Febniary  16, 1847,  and  was  brevetted  major  for  gallant  and  meritorious 
condact  in  the  battle  of  Ghapnltepec,  and  lientenant-colonel  for  similar 
conduct  at  Matamoras  and  Galaxarra. 

At  the  close  of  that  war  he  went  npon  frontier  duty,  and  remained 
in  that  service  nntil  1861. 

On  the  13th  May,  1861,  he  was  promoted  m^or  of  the  Monnted  Bifles, 
ind  assigned  as  major  to  the  Third  United  States  Cavalry  August  3, 
1861,  and  Heived  in  the  defense  of  New  Mexico  nntil  June,  1862,  receiv- 
ing the  brevet  of  colonel  for  gallant  and  meritorious  conduct  at  the 
batUe  of  Valverde,  in  New  Mexico. 

Jaly  16, 1862,  he  was  appointed  brigadier- general  of  volunteers,  and 
was  on  duty  as  chief  of  cavalry  and  inspector-general  of  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac,  participating  in  the  battles  of  Cedar  Mountain,  Bappahan- 
Qoek  Station,  Sulphur  Springs,  and  Manassas. 

As  inspector-general  of  the  Department  of  the  Northwest,  he  was  in 
eoromand  of  an  expedition  against  the  Chippewa  Indians  in  November, 
1862. 

In  February  and  March,  1863,  he  was  in  command  of  the  upper  de- 
faises  of  Washington,  and  was  otherwise  actively  engaged  in  duty  com- 
mensurate with  his  rank  in  Western  Virginia,  Louisiana,  and  West 
Tennessee  nntil  the  close  of  the  civil  war. 

He  received  on  March  13, 1865,  the  brevet  of  brigadier-general  of  the 


2  ELIZABETH    8    ROBERTS. 

Army  of  the  United  States  for  gallant  and  meritoriouB  service  at  the 
battle  of  Cedar  Mountain,  and  the  brevet  of  major-general  of  volunteers 
for  gallant  and  meritorions  conduct  at  that  battle  and  also  at  that  of 
Manassas. 

He  was  mustered  out  of  the  volunteer  service  January  15, 1866,  and 
promoted  lieutenant-colonel  of  Third  United  States  Oavalry  July  28, 
1866. 

The  disability  or  the  injury  for  which  the  pension  of  twenty  dollars 
per  month  was  granted  the  said  Elizabeth  S.  Boberts  was  received  by 
General  Boberts  in  the  Mexican  war,  while  he  held  the  rank  of  captain. 

The  evidence  also  shows  that  General  Boberts  invented  a  very  valu- 
able improvement  in  fire-arms,  including  the  leading  principles  of  the 
breech-loading  rifle  which  are  now  in  use  by  the  government. 

The  widow  is  in  need  of  money  for  her  support,  and  prays  for  an 
increase  of  thirty  dollars  per  month. 

In  view  of  the  long  and  patriotic  services  of  General  Boberts,  the 
committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  pension  of  the  said  Elizabeth  S.  Bob- 
erts ought  to  be  increased;  and  they  therefore  recommend  the  passage  ot 
the  bill  with  the  following  amendment:  Strike  out  ^' fifty,"  in  line  7  of 
the  bill,  and  insert  thirty. 


45th  Congress,  \    HOUSE  OF  EEPRESENTATIVES,      i  Eepoet 
2d  Session.       |  )  No.  592. 


CAROLINE  HAWLEY. 


April  16, 1878. — Committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


Hr.  Joyce,  from  the  Committee  on  iDvalid  PeusionB,  sabmitted  the  fol- 
lowing 

KEPORT: 

[To  accompany  H.  R.  4385.] 

The  Catnmittee  on  Invalid  Pensions ^  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Caroline  Mawley^  praying  for  an  increase  ofpension^  have  considered  the 
iame^  and  beg  leave  to  report : 

That  William  Hawley,  the  hnsband  of  the  claimant,  enlisted  into  the 
military  service  of  the  United  States  early  in  the  war,  and  served  through 
the  wtiole  "wslTj  most  of  the  time  with  the  rank  of  colonel.  When  the 
eivil  war  ended  he  entered  the  Regular  Army  as  first  lieutenant,  and 
8er?ed  on  the  frontier  against  the  Indians  until,  through  exposure  and 
hard  service,  he  died. 

The  evidence  shows  that  Hawley  was  a  brave,  energetic  man,  and  was 
always  selected  by  his  superior  officers  for  hard  and  desperate  enter- 
prises.   The  widow  is  poor.    The  committee  recommend  the  passage  of 

acconapanying  bill. 


45th  Congbess,  >    HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES.      (  REPORT 
2d8e9sum.       i  \  No.  593. 


EMJLIB  R.  HOOE. 


April  16, 1878. — Committed  to  tbe  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


Mr.  Joyce,  from  the  Committee  od  Invalid  Pensions,  submitted  tbe  fol- 
lowing 

KEPOKT: 

[To  aooompany  bill  H.  R.  4386.] 

The  Committee  oti  Invalid  Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Emilk  R.  Hooe^  teidow  of  the  late  Brevet  Major  Alexander  S.  Mooe^  pray- 
ing for  arrears  ofpension,  have  duly  considered  the  same^  and  beg  leave  to 
mie  the  following  report : 

The  evidence  before  tbe  committee  sbows  tbat  Major  Hooe,  of  tbe 
Fifth  Infantry,  United  States  Army,  received  a  woand  wbicb  resalted 
in  the  loss  of  his  right  arm  on  tbe  dtb  or  9tb  of  May,  1846,  at  tbe  battle 
of  Besaca  de  la  Palma,  in  Mexico,  and  tbat  be  died  from  tbe  effects  of 
the  wound  on  tbe  dtb  day  of  December,  1847,  leaving  a  widow  wbo  bas 
Dever  again  married,  and  wbo  is  tbe  claimant  in  this  case. 

By  special  act  of  Congress,  passed  in  1854,  tbe  widow  was  granted  a 
pension  for  ten  years,  commencing  on  tbe  1st  of  January,  1854,  at  tbe 
rate  of  $20  per  month. 

Sbe  now  prays  to  be  allowed  tbe  arrears  of  pension,  at  same  rate, 
from  tbe  death  of  her  husband,  December  8, 1847,  down  to  January  1, 
1854,  tbe  time  of  tbe  commencement  of  tbe  pension  given  her  by  said 
act 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  in  this  connection  that  Major  Hooe  spent 
the  entire  period  of  bis  manhood  in  tbe  service  of  bis  country,  and  that 
he  ranked  among  the  bravest  and  best  in  her  gallant  armies. 

His  widow  is  now  poor  and  actually  needs  tbe  money  to  support  her 
io  her  declining  years. 

Tbe  committee,  therefore,  recommend  the  passage  of  tbe  accompany- 
ing bill. 


45th  Congress,  \   HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES.     (  Report 
2d8€sHon.       f  \  No.  594. 


DE  FOREST  T.  DOTY. 


April  16, 1878. — Committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  Hoas)  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


Mr.  JoTCE,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions,  submitted  the 

following 

REPORT: 

[To  acoompany  biU  H.  R.  2172.] 

The  Cimmittee  on  Invalid  Pensions^  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (H.  R. 
2172)  granting  a  pension  to  De  Forest  T.  Doty^  late  a  private  in  Company 
£,  Ninth  Regiment  Vermont  Volunteer  Infantry ^  have  considered  ihesame^ 
and  beg  leave  to  report : 

That  the  said  Doty  enlisted  into  the  United  States  military  service 
on  the  14th  of  December,  1863,  and  was  at  that  time  a  sound  and 
healthy  man,  as  sworn  to  by  the  surgeon  who  examined  him  at  that 
time.  He  joined  his  regiment  in  North  Carolina  in  January  following 
his  enlistment.  On  or  about  the  5th  of  February,  1864,  when  on  out- 
post duty  with  his  company  at  Bogue  Sound  block-house,  in  said  State 
of  North  Carolina,  in  an  encounter  with  the  enemy  he  broke  his  ankle 
in  marching  through  a  swamp,  which  injury  was  greatly  aggravated  by 
marching  and  exposure  before  he  arrived  in  camp.  He  was  taken  into 
hospital,  and  remained  some  time  under  treatment,  but  never  recovered 
from  the  injury ,^  and  cannot  now  stand  upon  his  foot. 

The  records  in  the  Surgeon-General's  Office  show  that  he  was  in  hos« 
pital  under  treatment  as  he  claims. 

The  evidence  also  shows  that  when  he  came  home  from  the  Army  on 
a  furlough  in  1864,  he  was  very  lame  and  unable  to  use  the  injured  ankle 
to  any  extent ;  and  also,  that  when  he  was  discharged  in  December, 
1865,  he  was  very  lame  and  broken  down,  suffering  with  heart  disease 
and  liver  complaint,  being  a  perfect  wreck,  and  has  remained  so  ever 
since.  He  has  taken  all  the  means  at  his  command  to  find  the  surgeon 
who  treated  him  in  hospital,  but  cannot,  and  Lieutenant  Ballard,  who 
commanded  his  company  at  the  time  he  received  his  injury,  is  dead. 
Because  he  could  not  furnish  the  affidavit  of  his  regimental  surgeon  his 
claim  was  rejected  by  the  Pension  Bureau.  Capt.  Joel  C.  Baker  of  said 
regiment  confirms  the  above  statement  of  facts  fully. 

The  committee  recommend  that  said  bill  be  amended  by  inserting  in 
said  bill  wherever  it  occurs,  the  letter  "T"  between  the  words  "De 
Forest  ^  and  "  Doty,''  so  that  it  shall  read  De  Forest  T.  Doty.  Also,  by 
inserting  "  B  "  and  "  9th  ^  between  the  words  "  Company  "  and  "  Regi- 
ment" wherever  they  occur  in  the  title  or  the  body  of  said  bill.  And 
when  so  aniencled  they  recommend  the  passage  of  the  bill. 


45th  CoNaBESs,  >    HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES,    i  Report 
2d  SesHon.        f  }  No.  595. 


JAMES  C.  BATES. 


April  16, 1S7S. — ^o  omitted  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  Honse  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


Mr.  Joyce,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions,  submitted  the 

following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  4387.] 

The  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions,  to  whom  was  re/erred  the  bill  H.  R. 
464,  have  had  the  same  under  eonsiderationy  and  submit  the  following 
report,  being  same  report  made  to  Congress,  first  session  Forty-fourth 
Congress,  by  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions  : 

James  C.  Bates  alleges  in  his  petition  that  he  was  first  sergeant  in 
Company  I  of  one  of  the  regiments  known  as  the  Indiana  Legion ;  that 
early  in  July,  1863,  said  company  was,  by  the  governor  of  Indiana, 
called  into  active  service  to  repel  the  invasion  of  General  John  Morgan : 
that  iietitiouer  marched  with  his  company  to  Lawrenceburgh,  Ind.,  and 
on  the  evening  of  July  14, 1863,  while  expecting  an  attack  from  said 
Morgan,  they  were  fired  into  by  some  of  the  Union  troops,  who  mistook 
them  for  the  enemy,  and  he  received  a  gunshot  wound  of  the  right  arm, 
by  reason  of  which  it  became  necessary  to  amputate  the  arm  near  the 
shoulder. 

Robert  H.  Grooms  and  Samuel  T.  Botkin  swear  that  they  are  resi- 
dents of  Farmland,  Randolph  County,  Indiana;  that  in  the  month  of  July, 
1863,  they  were  members  of  Company  I  of  one  of  the  regiments  of  the 
Indiana  Legion,  and  that  said  company  was  called  into  active  service 
by  the  governor  of  said  State  to  repel  the  invasion  of  General  John  Mor- 
gan. About  the  evening  of  July  14, 1863,  it  was  thought  that  Morgan 
was  about  to  attack  the  city  of  Lawrenceburgh,  and  that  their  regiment 
and  company  were,  after  night,  marched  out  of  said  city,  and  on  the 
outskirts  thereof  they  were,  by  mistake,  fired  into  by  some  of  the 
Union  troops,  who  mistook  them  for  the  enemy,  and  to  their  certain 
knowledge  said  James  C.  Bates  was  wounded  in  the  right  arm,  and  by 
reason  of  said  wound  he  had  his  right  arm  amputated  at  or  near  the 
shoulder. 

J.  P.  C.  Shanks,  late  member  of  Congress,  states  that  he  knows  J.  0. 
Bates  well ;  he  resides  at  Farmland,  Indiana ;  he  has  lost  his  right  arm 
near  the  shoulder;  does  not  personally  know  how  he  lost  it;  was  in- 
formed that  it  was  in  the  service  known  as  the  Morgan  raid.  He  is  a 
young  man  of  excellent  character. 

This  case  is  barred  for  pension  under  the  provisions  of  the  general  pen- 
sion laws,  as  at  the  timeclaimant  received  his  wound  he  was  not  mustered 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

Tour  committee  believe  this  to  be  a  meritorious  case,  and  report  back 
Honse  bill  464,  with  a  substitute,  and  recommend  the  passage  of  the 
substitnte. 

O 


45th  Congress,  )    HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES.      (  Report 
U  Session.        f  ( No.  596. 


MARY  WADE. 


April  16, 1378.—  Committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  Honse  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


Mb.  Joyce,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions,  sabmitted  the 

following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  biU  H.  R.  4388.] 

The  Committee  on  Invalid  PensianSj  to  tckom  were  referred  the  bill  R.  R% 
4090  and  tlie  petition  of  Mary  Wade^  present  the/ollotoing  report: 

Jennie  "Wade,  a  daughter  of  the  petitioner,  twenty  years  of  age,  was 
killed  by  a  rebel  bnllet  at  Gettysbarg,  on  the  3d  day  of  Jaly,  1863, 
within  t^e  ITnion  lines,  and  while  she  was  engaged  in  baking  bread  for 
the  Union  soldiers.  Mary  Wade,  the  petitioner,  was  dependent,  in 
part,  for  support  upon  her  daughter.  The  husband  of  the  petitioner  is 
a  maniac,  and  has  been  confined  for  many  years  past  in  the  county 
almshoose.  The  petitioner  is  fifty  years  old,  and  has  no  property  ex- 
cept aboat  $50  worth  of  household  goods  and  a  life  interest  in  a  small 
loose  and  lot,  valued  at  $350  or  $400.  Your  committee  recommend  the 
passage  of  the  accompanying  substitute  bill. 


45th  Congrbss,  I    HOUSE  OP  EEPRB8BNTAT1VE8.      i  Report 
U  Seman.       ]  }  No.  597. 


ROBERT  C.  BRAMPORD. 


April  16, 1873. — Committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  Honse  and  ordered  to  he 

printed. 


llr.BAiKEiry  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions,  submitted  the 

following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  hiU  H.  R.  147.  ] 

The  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions^  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  ( H.  B. 
147),  with  accompanying  papers^  granting  a  pension  to  Robert  C.  Bram- 
ford^  late  of  the  United  States  military  service^  have  had  the  same  under 
WMiAetation^  and  report  as  follows: 

Bobert  G.  Bramford  enlisted  September  16,  1861,  at  Prederick  City, 
Md.,  as  a  lieutenant  in  Company  H,  Pirst  Maryland  Regiment,  Potomac 
Home  Brigade  Yolanteers,  and  was  promoted  April  25, 1862,  to  the  rank 
of  captain  in  said  company  and  regiment.  On  October  24, 1864,  he  was 
discharged  at  Harper's  Ferry,  W.  Va.  Daring  the  three  days' battle  in 
toot  of  Gettysbnrg,  Jnly  2,  3,  and  4, 1863,  and  in  consequence  of  the 
forced  marching  and  privations  incident  thereto,  he  contracted  a  disease 
which  ended  in  mptnre,  or  hernia.  Affidavits  certifying  to  his  being 
a  healthy  man  prior  to  enlistment,  and  corroborating  the  above  facts, 
are  duly  filed  as  signed  by  Col.  R.  C.  Cook,  of  the  same  company,  and 
Org.  C.  A.  Biggs,  Charles  Harper,  and  D.  W.  Jones. 

The  petitioner  is  a  man  of  high  character,  and  much  esteemed  in  the 
oommnnitj  in  which  he  resides. 

Yoor  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  petitioner  is  justly  entitled 
to  pension,  and  therefore  recommend  that  the  bill  do  pass. 


r 


45^  CoNaBESS. )    HOUSE  OF  BEPRESENTATIVES.    (  Report 
2d8esH(m.       f  \  No.598, 


ANNA  KOENIGEE. 


April  16,  1878. — Committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  Honse  and  ordered  to 

be  printed. 


Mr.  Bainey,  from  tbe  Committee  ou  Invalid  Pensions,  submitted  the 

following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  477.] 

The  following  report  was  submitted  and  passed  upon  in  a  former 
committee : 

The  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions ^  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (H.  B.  No,  477)  granting 
a  pension  to  Anna  Koeniger,  widow  of  L'^ais  Koeniger,  sometime  a  private  in  the  Second  In- 
diana Batierg^  make  thefollowing  report : 

The  husband  of  the  petitioner  was  mastered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  as 
a  priTate  in  theSecona  Indiana  Battery,  on  the  5th  of  January,  1664,  and  was  mustered 
out  on  the  5th  of  July,  1865.    He  died  July,  1872,  of  camp  diarrhea. 

On  the  10th  of  March,  1874,  tbe  petitioner  made  application  for  a  pension,  claiming 
that  the  disease  of  which  the  soldier  died  was  contracted  while  in  the  service  and  in  the 
line  of  doty,  and  was  continuous  from  the  first  attack,  while  in  camp  near  Nashville, 
Tenn. ,  antil  his  death.  The  Commissioner  of  Pensions  rejected  the  claim  on  the  ground 
that  the  disease  was  contracted  after  tbe  soldier  left  the  service.  A  careful  examina- 
tion of  tbe  evidence  to  sustain  the  claim  of  tbe  petitioner  does  not,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  committee,  warrant  this  decision  of  the  Commissioner.  It  is  true,  the  Surgeon- 
General  reports  that  tbe  records  of  the  post-hospital  at  Nashville,  where  the  petitioner 
claims  the  soldier  was  first  treated,  do  not  show  that  he  was  treated  for  tbe  disease  of 
which  he  died ;  but  he  also  adds  that  **  the  records  of  the  regiment  are  not  on  file"  in 
this  office.  It  is  shown,  however,  by  other  competent  testimony,  that  the  soldier  was 
taken  with  camp  diarrhea  at  Nashville ;  that  be  was  removed  to  the  hospital,  and  on 
or  aboQt  the  1st  of  May,  1865,  sent  home  on  sick-furlough,  and  that  he  never  afterward 
recovered.  This  is  proved  by  the  testimony  of  James  S.  Whicher,  captain  of  the  battery ; 
Henry  Summers,  James  B.  Jones,  and  George  W.  Mapes,  bis  fellow-soldiers.  Dr.  G.  N. 
Davidson  testifies  that  he  knew  and  treated  the  soldier  from  the  time  of  his  return  home 
lick,  until  his  death  in  1872;  that  be  was  never  well  from  diarrhea  **  from  the  time  of 
his  retam  home  from  tbe  Army  until  his  death."  Dr.  Max  Schiller  testifies  substantially 
to  the  same  facts.  Dr.  William  P.  Brickley  testifies  that  he  was  personally  acquainted 
with  the  soldier  for  more  than  two  years  previous  to  his  enlistment;  that  be  was  fully 
cognizant  of  his  physical  condition,  and  that  he  '*  was  in  sound  bodily  health.  a*id  es- 

G»ciaUy  free  from  disorder  of  the  stomach  and  bowels."  Jerman  Davis,  Jacob  F.  WertP, 
enry'Meek,  and  several  other  neighbors  and  acquaintances  of  the  suldit-r,  give  testi- 
mony confirming  the  medical  testimony  on  file  in  the  Pension  Bureau.  An  affidavit  of 
A.  T.  Whittlesey,  secretary  of  the  governor  of  Indiana,  raade  on  the  1st  of  April,  1876, 
itatee  that  tbe  affiant  was  well  acquainted  with  the  soldier,  and  that  previous  to  and 
at  tbe  time  of  his  enlistment  *'  he  was  a  sound,  robust,  hearty,  healthy,  able-bodied  man ; 
he  retamed  home  from  tbe  war  in  June,  1805,  broken  iu  health  and  spirit,  sickly,  and 
anable  to  labor." 

From  tbe  testimony  of  these  witnesses,  tbe  committee  are  unanimously  of  opinion 
that  the  said  Louis  Koeniger  did  contract  tbe  disease  from  which  he  died  in  tbe  service 
of  the  United  States  and  in  the  line  of  duty,  and  that  this  petitioner  is  justly  eutiiied 
to  a  pension. 

The  committee  therefore  recommend  the  passage  of  tlie  bill. 


45th  Congress,  i    HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES.     I  Report 
2d  Session.       ]  >  No.  599. 


WILLIAM  W.  STEPHENSON. 


April  16, 1878. —Committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole|Hoa8e  and  ordered  to  I>e 

printed. 


Mr.  Rainet,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions,  submitted  tbe 

following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  480.] 

Tkt  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions^  to  whom  were  referred  the  bill  {H.  R. 
480)  and  accompanying  papers^  granting  an  increase  of  pension  to  Will- 
iam W.  Stephensony  late  of  the  military  service  of  tJie  United  States j  have 
considered  the  same  and  report : 

William  W.  Stephenson  enlisted  September  1, 1862,  at  New  Iberia, 
La.,  as  first  lieutenant  in  Company  H,  Thirty-fourth  Indiana  Volnnteers. 
On  May  1,  1863,  at  Port  Gibson,  Miss.,  he  received  a  gunshot  wound  in 
tbe  neck  and  left  shoulder.  On  September  20, 1863,  he  was  promoted 
to  tbe  rank  of  captain,  and  while  serving  as  such  he  contracted  catarrh, 
from  severe  exposure.  On  April  12, 1865,  he  was  honorably  discharged 
on  surgeon's  certificate  of  disability.  On  February  6, 1877,  he  was,  after 
being  rated  several  times  at  a  less  pension,  admitted  to  the  pension  of 
a  lieutenant^s  rank,  dating  from  February  2, 1876.  He  now  asks  an 
increase  to  that  sum  commensurate  with  the  rank  held  at  his  discharge 
from  the  service,  this  being  the  rank  of  captain,  and  its  prescribed  pen- 
sion being  twenty  dollars.  In  his  petition,  Mr.  Stephenson  states  that 
the  agent  whom  he  employed,  through  ignorance  or  incompetency,  made 
application  for  a  lieutenant's  rate  of  pension  instead  of  that  of  captain, 
and  it  is  this  error  which  the  pending  bill  is  intended  to  correct. 

Your  committee  find  this  case  to  be  one  of  great  merit.  Tbe  soldier 
served  for  a  period  of  thirty-one  months  in  the  armies  of  the  United 
States,  and  during  that  time  incurred  two  separate  disabilities,  from 
the  effects  of  one  of  which  he  has  forever  lost  all  sense  of  hearing. 

Your  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  claimant  should  receive 
the  invalid  pension  attaching  to  tbe  rank  he  last  held  in  the  service, 
especially  since  it  was  the  mistake  of  an  intermediary  which  caused  his 
application  to  be  made  out  for  a  less  rating. 

Your  committee  therefore  report  favorably  on  tbe  bill,  and  recommend 
that  it  do  pass. 


46th  Conqebss,  \    HOUSE  OF  EEPRBSBNTATIVE8.     (  Report 
2d  Semon,       )  \  No.  600. 


MAEY  C.  HAILE. 


April  16, 1878. — Committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  Hoase  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


Mr.  Bainet,  from  the  Uommittee  on  Invalid  Pensions,  sabmitted  the 

following 

REPORT: 

[To  aocompaDy  bill  H.  B.  270.] 

The  Committee  an  Invalid  PeneionSj  to  whom  were  referred  the  bill  (R.  B. 
270)  and  accompanying  papers^  granting  an  arrearage  of  pension  to  Mary 
C.  HailCj  widow  of  Captain  Christopher  M.  Haile^  late  of  the  United 
States  military  service^  nave  h€Ld  the  same  under  oonsiderationj  and  sub- 
mit thefollomng  report : 

It  appears  in  evidence  that  Christopher  M.  Halle  (the  deceased)  en- 
listed March  11, 1847,  and  was  mustered  in  as  captain  of  Company  C, 
Foarteenth  United  States  Infantry,  on  May  22, 1847.    Soon  after  he 
was  ordered  to  Mexico,  where  he  engaged  in  the  war.    While  in  the 
lioe  of  duty,  and  in  conseqaeuce  of  hardships  and  exposures  incidental 
thereto,  he  contracted  yellow  fever,  and  subsequently  dysentery,  of  which 
he  died  December  9, 1849,  at  New  Orleans,  La.    It  appears,  also,  that 
at  the  time  of  his  enlistment  be  was  in  sound  bodily  health.    The  widow 
and  memorialist,  Mary  C.  Haile,  was  pensioned  May  11,  1876,  at  the 
rate  of  $20  per  month,  this  being  the  allowance  due  her  late  hus- 
band's rank.    At  the  time  of  Captain  Halle's  decease  his  widow  was  in 
afflu^dt  circumstances,  and  believed  herself  to  be  beyond  the  need  of 
assistance  from  the  government,  and  accordingly — although  her  husband 
left  her  with  the  care  of  their  five  children,  all  minors — she  tacitly  waived 
the  pension  to  which  she  was  entitled,  and  reared  and  educated  said 
children  without  a  thought  that  she  should  ever  feel  compelled  to  apply 
for  such  pension ;  but  by  reason  of  the  loss  of  property  during  the  late 
war,  she  was  forced  to  a  sense  of  her  necessity.    Consequently  in  1871 
she  applied  for  a  pension,  which,  however,  was  not  granted  until  1876, 
although  she  asserts  that  she  made  every  practicable  effort  to  hasten 
official  action,  and  is  not  conscious  of  any  neglect  on  her  part  in  the 
prosecution  of  her  claim.    She  now  petitions  Congress  asking  that  she 
be  allowed  pension  from  the  date  of  her  husband's  death  in  1849,  in- 
stead of  from  1876,  when  her  claim  was  completed ;  hence  the  introduc- 
tion of  House  bill  No.  270  in  her  behalf. 

lour  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  claimant  is  justly  and 
equitably  entitled  to  pension,  her  name  being  now  on  the  roll.  The 
only  point  in  the  entire  case  is  whether  or  not,  under  the  circumstances, 
arrearage  of  pension  should  be  granted  her  from  the  date  of  the  death 


2  MART   C.    HAILE. 

of  her  husband.  To  this  your  committee  cannot  assent.  They  woald, 
however,  recommend  that  she  be  allowed  pension  from  the  date  of  her 
application,  it  being  dearly  proven  that  many  obstacles  were  thrown  in 
the  way  to  hinder  final  and  fiivorable  action  in  her  behalf. 

They  therefore  recommend  that  the  bill  be  amended  as  follows,  and 
that  the  same  do  pass :  Strike  out  on  line  7  the  following,  *^  the  day  of 
his  death,"  and  insert  '^  20th  day  of  September,  1871,  the  date  of  filing 
her  application." 


45th  Congress,  i     HOUSE  OF  EBPRBSENTATIVBS.     i  Kbport 
2d  SeMian.        f  \  No.  601 


JERRY  ROBINSON. 


April  16, 1876. — Committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


Mr.  Baikey,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Peusions,  sabmitted  the 

following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  E.  4389.] 

The  Committee  an  Invalid  PenHons,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (H.  B. 
2751)  and  accompanying  papers^  granting  an  increase  of  pension  to  Jerry 
Robingon^  late  of  the  United  States  military  service^  have  had  the  same 
wnder  oonsideraiionj  and  report  thereon  as  follows : 

The  claimaDt  enlisted  and  was  enrolled  at  Washington,  D.  C,  on  May 
19, 1863,  in  Company  B,  First  Regiment  United  States  Colored  Troops, 
and  was  mustered  in  as  sergeant  on  the  same  date.  On  Jnly  29,  1864, 
be  was  appointed  commissary  sergeant  of  said  regiment,  to  rank  as  such 
from  July  31,  1863,  which  position  he  held  until  his  discharge,  honora- 
bly, from  the  service,  September  29, 1865,  at  Roanoke  Island,  N.  C.  On 
or  about  December  19, 1863,  while  engaged  in  unloading  some  Army 
provisions  from  a  wagon,  at  Portsmouth,  Va.,  he  received  a  rupture  of 
the  left  side,  which  incapacitated  him  entirely  from  manual  labor.  He 
was  pensioned  by  certificate  No.  100063,  dated  September  28, 1869,  and 
commencing  September  29,  1865,  by  reason  of  left  inguinal  hernia,  at 
the  rate  of  $5  a  mouth.  At  some  indefinite  time  during  1870,  a  rupture 
of  the  right  side  appeared,  which  second  disability  the  claimant  firmly 
believer  to  have  been  resultant  alone  from  the  first  rupture,  and  on  the 
score  of  this  double  hernia  he  claims  an  increase  of  pension  to  $10  per 
month.  The  Commissioner  of  Pensions,  under  date  of  June  29, 1876, 
declines  to  entertain  the  claim  for  increase,  on  the  ground  that  the  second 
rapture  occurred  at  a  period  too  remote  from  the  first  to  be  regarded  as 
having  any  connection  therewith.  In  this  ofi&cial  opinion  Ex-Surgeon  J. 
0.  Stanton  coincides.  On  the  other  hand.  Surgeon  J.  E.  Carpenter,  un- 
der date  of  October  24, 1877,  certifies  that  the  right  hernia  is  resultant 
from  the  left.  The  petitioner  is  certified  to  as  being  a  man  of  good  and 
correct  habits. 

Your  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  views  expressed  by  Dr. 
Carpenter  are  worthy  of  credence.  They  therefore  submit  the  accom- 
paoyiog  bill  as  a  substitute  for  the  one  accompanying  the  case,  and 
recommend  that  it  do  pass. 


45th  Congress,  \    HOUSE  OF  EEPRBSBNTATIVBS.     (  Ebpoet 
2d8e8sian.        )  (No.  602. 


WILLIAM  B.  DILLON. 


April  16, 1878. — Committed  to  the  Committee  of  tbe  Whole  Hoase  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


Mr.  BAiKEYy  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions,  submitted  the 

following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  biU  H.  R.  4390.] 

Tke  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions^  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (R.  B. 
538),  wiih  accofnpanying  papers^  granting  a  pension  to  WiUiam  B.  Dillon^ 
late  of  ike  military  service  of  the  United  States^  have  considered  the  same^ 
and  report  thereon  a^  follows  : 

William  B.  Dillon  enlisted  Febraary  27, 1862,  at  Parrish,  111.,  as  cap- 
tain, in  Company  I,  Fifty-sixth  Begiment  Illinois  Yolnnteers.  On  Au- 
gust 1, 1862,  at  Clear  Creek,  Miss.^  he  was  attacked  by  pneumonia,  which 
developed  into  a  partial  paralysis  of  the  left  side.  This  disease  was 
oontracted  by  exi>osure  in  the  service,  and  has  continued  its  serious 
character  to  the  present  time.  Dillon  was  discharged  on  surgeon's  cer- 
tificate of  disability  August  31, 1862.  Samuel  Hamilton,  M.  D.,  writing 
mider  date  of  ^<  Frankfort,  111.,  July  9, 1869,''  certifier  to  the  claimant's 
impaired  condition  of  health  since  his  discharge.  J.  B.  Poindexter ,  assist- 
ant surgeon,  certifies  to  the  above  fact,  and  also  that  Dillon  was  a  sound, 
healthy  man  previous  to  his  entrance  into  the  service.  Samuel  Ham- 
ilton, M.  D.,  examining  surgeon,  under  date  of  July  14,  1869,  certifies 
the  disability  of  claimant  to  be  one-haJf,  and  that  said  disability  origina- 
ted in  the  line  of  duty.  The  Commissioner  of  Pensions  rejected  the  claim 
for  pension  on  August  26, 1869,  on  the  alleged  ground  that  the  claim- 
ant was  discharged  &om  the.service  by  reason  of  extreme  old  age,  and 
not  for  any  disease  incurred. ' 

Your  committee  find  themselves  compelled  to  disagree  with  this  offi- 
cial verdict.  The  certificates  of  Army  surgeons  prove  very  conclusively 
that  Dilion  enjoyed  sound  health  before  he  enlisted  and  was  subjected 
to  disease  while  in  the  service.  But  admitting,  for  argument,  such  to 
be  tbe  trae  condition  of  the  case,  it  is  unjust  to  allow  it  to  hold  as 
against  the  rights  of  a  worthy  soldier  and  patriot  who  now,  in  old  age, 
seeks  a  partial  relief  for  his  pressing  needs. 

The  committee,  therefore,  submit  the  accompanying  substitute  for 
House  bill  No.  538,  and  recommend  that  it  do  pass. 


45th  Congress,  \    HOUSE  OP  BEPEESENTATIVES.     (  Ebpom 
2d  SesHon.       i  \  No.  603. 


SUSAN  HUMES. 


ApRa  16, 187d. — Committee  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  and  ordered  to  bo 

printed. 


Mr.  Bainey,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions,  sabmitted  the 

following 

REPORT: 

LTo  accompany  bill  H.  R.  4391.] 

The  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions j  to  whom  toere  re/erred  the  bill  (R.  R.  1619) 
and  accompanying  papers j  granting  a  pension  to  Susan  Humes j  have  con- 
sidered the  same  and  report : 

On  or  about  March  9, 1843,  a  male  infant  was  left,  by  anknown  parties, 
at  the  General  Wayne  Hotel,  in  Germantown,  Pa.,  and  was  taken  from 
the  town  authorities  and  adopted  by  one  Susan  Humes  and  her  husband, 
Beach  Homes,  residentB  of  Germantown.  Beach  Humes  (lied  on  or 
about  August  31, 1860.  Previous  to  his  death,  however,  and  on  or  about 
March  16, 1843,  a  woman  claimed  the  foundling  from  the  township,  say- 
ing that  it  was  the  stolen  child  of  her  sister  and  was  named  George 
Campbell.  She  was  invited  to  verify  her  statements  by  submitting  due 
proofs,  which  she  never  did.  The  child  was  finally  indentured  on  Au- 
gust 29,  1844,  to  Mrs.  Susan  Humes  as  her  son  by  adoption,  under  the 
name  of  George  C.  Humes,  and  he  remained  with  his  foster-mother  thence- 
forward ;  the  two  maintaining  toward  each  other,  in  the  truest  sense, 
the  mutual  relation  of  son  and  mother.  He  contributed  in  small  degree 
to  her  support  until  his  enlistment  as  a  first  lieutenant  on  March  19, 1864, 
at  Brandy  Station,  Ya.,  in  Company  B,  One  hundred  and  nineteenth  Beg- 
iment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers.  His  commission  to  the  rank  held  was 
dated  February  13, 1864.  He  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  second  lien- 
tenant  on  June  5, 1863,  and  was  killed  on  June  3, 1864,  at  Cold  Harbor, 
Ya.  A  commission  as  captain  reached  his  camp  for  Lieutenant  Humes 
only  a  few  days  subsequent  to  his  death.  The  devotion  of  this  soldier 
to  his  foster-mother  during  his  service  in  the  Army  is  evidenced  by  the 
letters  written  her  from  camp  and  the  regular  remittances  forwarded 
home  each  month.  His  military  prestige  was  no  less  notable,  as  the 
several  commissions  herein  mentioned  as  having  been  conferred  upon 
him  and  the  tenor  of  the  official  communications  written  Mrs.  Humes  by 
the  officers  in  camp  alike  prove. 

Upon  the  filing  of  necessary  papers,  with  her  a])plication  therefor, 
Mrs.  Susan  Humes  was,  on  March  30, 1865,  admitted  to  a  pension  of 
117  a  month,  commencing  June  3, 1864,  under  the  provisions  of  section 
4707,  Rev.  Stat. 

It  would  seem  that  the  pensioner  had  procured  this  allowance  by  in- 
nocently failing  to  state  in  her  Initial  application  for  pension  that  she 
was  only  the  foster-mother  of  Lieutenant  Humes,  because,  on  March 
19, 1872,  the  Commissioner  ordered  that  her  name  be  dropped  from  tbft 


2  SUSAN   HUMES. 

rolls,  on  the  ground  that  she  was  not  the  soldier's  mother.  Herein  the 
Oommissioner  acted  nnder  the  aathority  of  law  contained  in  section 
4739,  Bey.  Stat 

It  is  to  set  aside  this  negation  of  a  long-enjoyed  privilege  by  restoring 
her  pension  to  Mrs.  Humes  that  the  accompanying  bill  has  been  offered. 

The  claimant  is  now  in  her  sixty-first  year  and  unable  to  do  any  kind 
of  work  whereby  to  gain  her  bread.  She  asks  that,  in  return  for  the 
gallant  services  of  a  soldier  whom  she  nursed  and  reared  from  infiemcy 
to  man's  estate,  the  government  may  allow  her  the  trifling  pittance  whid^ 
shall  be  the  means  of  making  smooth  her  few  remaining  leagues  in  the 
pathway  to  the  grave. 

While  not  so  literally,  yet,  by  adoption,  Lieutenant  Humes  was  the 
son,  the  flliid,  devoted  son  of  Susan  Humes,  the  claimant*  and  we  find 
perfeet  warrant  in  recognizing  the  foot  as  against  the  tardy  decision  of 
the  Pension  Offtce. 

Your  committee  therefore  recommend  the  accompanying  substitute, 
and  they  recommend  that  it  do  pass. 

O 


45th  Conobess,  >    HOUSE  OF  REPEESENTATIVES.     i  Eepoet 
2d  Session.       f  \  No.  604. 


ANNA  WEHE. 


April  16, 1678.— Laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Bainet,  from  the  Goiumittee  on  Invalid  Pensions,  submitted  the 

following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  1384.] 

The  Committee  on  Invalid  PensionSj  to  whom  were  referred  thelbill  (H.  R. 
1384)  and  accompanifing papers^  granting  a  pension  to  Anna  Wehe^  mother 
of  William  Wehe^  late  a  private  in  the  United  States  military  service^  have 
considered  the  same^  and  report  as  follows : 

William  Wehe  enlisted  on  Jane  20, 1861,  as  a  private  in  Company  B, 
Eleventh  Ohio  Begiment,  and  was  woanded  in  the  right  breast  daring 
the  battle  of  Antietam,  September  17, 1862.  He  was  discharged  March 
4, 1863,  at  Frederick  City,  Md.,  on  surgeon's  certificate  of  disability. 
His  application  for  an  invalid  pension  was  filed  April  13, 1863,  and  re- 
ceived favorable  attention,  he  being  admitted  on  August  10, 1863,  to  a 
pension  of  $8  per  month,  commencing  March  4, 1863.  The  last  pay- 
ment made  was  on  September  4, 1864.  He  is  alleged  to  have  died  No- 
vember 24, 1864,  and  the  cause  of  his  death  is  said  to  have  been  drown- 
ing. 

The  application  of  the  mother  of  William  Wehe  for  pension  was  filed 
March  21, 1877,  and  rejected  on  June  8, 1877,  on  the  ground  that  the 
soldier's  death  was  not  the  result  of  disease  contracted  in  the  service. 

The  provisions  of  section  4702,  Revised  Statutes,  in  the  opinion  of 
your  committee,  bar  this  claim  from  favorable  consideration,  as  also 
the  insufficiency  of  the  testimony  adduced  to  establish  the  fact  of  the 
soldier's  death,  and  its  attendant  circumstances. 

Your  committee,  therefore,  report  adversely  on  the  bill,  and  ask  that 
the  same  do  lie  upon  the  table  and  they  be  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  thereof. 


4oTH  Congress,  (   HOUSE  OF  liEPBESBNTATIVES.      (  Eeport 
2d  Session.       i  \  No.  605. 


CHARLES   HEWITT. 


April  16, 187d. — Laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  RAmEYy  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions,  submitted  the 

following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  153.] 

Ike  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions^  to  tthom  was  referred  the  bill(H.  B. 
153),  tcith  accompanying  papers^  granting  a  pension  to  Charles  Metcitt^ 
late  of  the  Unit^  States  military  service^  have  had  the  same  under  con- 
siderationj  and  submit  the  following  report : 

Charles  Hewitt  enlisted  on  or  aboat  March  9, 1841,  at  Frederick,  Md., 
to  serve  five  years,  and  was  assigned  to  duty  as  private  in  Company  K, 
Third  Regiment  of  Infantry,  Mexican  Volunteers ;  was  discharged  at 
Corpus  Christi,  Tex.,  March  16, 1846 ;  became  employed  in  the  Quar- 
termaster's Department  during  part  of  the  years  1846  and  1847 ;  re-en- 
listed in  Company  D,  Third  Louisiana  Battalion,  and  was  honorably 
discharged,  under  medical  certificate  of  disability,  at  Vera  Cruz.  The 
disability  mentioned  was  occasioned  by  mounting  cannon  at  Port  Con- 
ception, near  Vera  Cruz,  during  which  process  one  of  the  pieces  fell 
from  its  position,  striking  the  claimant  and  knocking  him  down  and 
rolling  over  him.  This  accident  injured  his  ankle  and  left  hand,  the 
latter  fatally,  and  caused  a  very  severe  rupture.  He  was  treated  at  the 
hospital  at  Vera  Cruz  by  Dr.  Porter  for  six  weeks,  and  moved  thence 
to  the  regimental  quarters,  where  he  remained  until  his  final  discharge, 
September  18,  1847.  The  Commissioner  of  Pensions,  under  date  of 
Angnst  21,  1870,  rejects  this  claim  for  pension,  on  tne  ground  that 
there  is  neither  record  evidence,  officers'  or  surgeons'  certificates,  nor 
other  competent  evidence  to  show  that  the  alleged  disease  had  its 
origin  in  the  service  and  in  the  line  oi  duty. 

Your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  petitioner  is  neither  in  law 
oor  equity  entitled  to  a  pension  ;  therefore  report  adversely  in  the  case, 
and  ask  to  be  relieved  from  further  consideration  of  the  same. 


45th  Congress,  \    HOUSE  OF  EEPRESENTATIVES.    /  Eepobt 
2d  Session.       i  \  No.  606. 


A.  M.  ATWOOD. 


April  16, 1878.— Laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  BiNiET,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions,  submitted  the 

following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  biU  H.  B.  81.] 

The  Committee  an  Invalid  PensianSj  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  {R,  B. 
81),  with  a4}oompanying  papersj  granting  a  pension  to  Annie  M.  Atwoodj 
widow  of  Charles  L.  Atwood^  late  of  the  United  States  military  service^ 
Jme  had  the  same  under  consideration^  and  submit  thefollowingreport : 

Charles  L.  Atwood  enlisted  August  25, 1862,  as  a  private  in  Company 
I,  Twenty-first  Regiment  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  and  was  discharged 
Angost  30, 1864.  On  June  17, 1864,  while  in  action  in  front  of  Peters- 
burg, Ya.,  he  received  a  gunshot  wound  in  the  face  breaking  both  jaws 
and  inflicting  other  severe  injuries.  This  disability  was  rated  officially 
as  three-fourths,  and  on  October  19, 1864,  he  was  admitted  to  a  pension 
of  $6  per  month,  commencing  August  30, 1864.  The  soldier  died  on 
September  30*,  1873,  at  New  York,  of  typhoid  fever. 

His  widow's  claim  for  pension  has  been  rejected  on  the  ground  that 
the  disease  of  which  he  died  was  not  a  sequence  of  the  wound  in  the 
face.  Your  committee  therefore  ask  to  be  discharged  from  further  con- 
sideration of  the  same,  and  that  the  bill  do  lie  upon  the  table. 


45th  Congbess,  \    HOUSE  OF  EEPEESENTATIVES.     (  Repoet 
2d  Session.       f  \  No.  607. 


LUCINDA  C.  DILLAHANTY. 


April  16, 1878. — Committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  Hoase  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


Mr.  Steele,  from  the  Committee  on  Eevolationary  Pensions,  sabmitted 

the  following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  4392.] 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions^  to  whom  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion  of  Mrs,  Lucinda  C.  Dillahanty^  widow  of  Capt.  Lewis  Dilldhantyy 
a  soldier  of  tJie  war  of  1813,  Jiave  considered  the  samCj  and  ask  leave  to 
report  : 

That  there  is  no  doabt  that  her  husband,  Lewis  Dillahanty,  was  a  cap- 
tain in  the  war  of  1812,  and  she  would  be  entitled  to  a  pension  under  the 
law  approved  March  9, 1878,  but  for  the  fact  that  she  contracted  mar- 
riage after  the  death  of  her  said  husband.  Her  application  was  rejected 
by  the  bureau  upon  the  ground  that  her  first  marriage  took  place  after 
the  ratification  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  and  but  for  the  fact  of  her  second 
marriage  no  special  legislation  would  be  necessary.  But  the  committee 
think  that  this  is  an  exceptional  case,  and  fully  justifies  favorable  legis- 
lation. 

Unfortunately  for  Mrs.  Dillahanty,  she  contracted  a  second  marriage 
after  the  death  of  Captain  Dillahanty.  But,  after  a  few  months  of  mar- 
ried life  with  her  second  husband,  she  felt  compelled  to  appeal  to  the 
court  to  grant  a  divorce  for  alleged  biutal  treatment  on  the  part  of  her 
husband.  During  the  pending  of  the  suit  the  husband  died,  and  thus 
the  litigation  ended.  The  petitioner  resumed  the  name  of  her  first  hus- 
band, and  in  that  name  transacted  all  her  business,  and  has  continued 
to  do  so  until  the  present  time.  The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the 
second  marriage,  under  all  the  circumstances,  should  not  deprive  her  of 
the  benefits  of  a  pension,  and,  therefore,  respectfully  recommend  the 
passage  of  the  accompanying  bill.  Mrs.  Dillahanty  never  received  any 
property  from  her  second  husband,  or  from  his  estate  after  his  death. 
She  18  DOW  in  very  indigent  circumstances. 


45th  Congress,  (    HOUSE  OP  EEPRBSENTATIVB8.     i  Report 
U  SesHon.        f  \  No.  608. 


GEORGE  W.  WRIGHT. 


April  16, 1878. — Committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  Hoase  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


Mr.  Steele,  from  the  Committee  on  Revolationary  Pensions,  submitted 

the  following 

REPORT: 

[lo  accompany  biU  H.  R.  511.] 

The  Committee  an  Revolutionary  Pensions  begs  to  make  thefollomng  report 
cm  the  bill  {H,R,  511)  granting  a  pension  to  George  W.  Wrightj  of  Illinois : 

The  papers  show  that  Washington  Wright  served  for  fifty-four  days 
in  the  war  of  1812,  and  is  therefore  now  entitled  to  a  pension.  The 
committee  is  satisiied  that  Washington  Wright  and  George  W.  Wright 
is  tbe  same  person.  Inasmuch  as  tiiere  is  some  difference  in  the  names, 
aod  to  provide  against  delay  or  trouble  in  regard  to  that  matter,  the 
committee  recommend  the  passage  of  the  bill. 


4oTH  O0NOBES8, )      HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES.     (  REPORT 
2d  Sesiian.        f  I  No.  609. 


JESSE  STALLIN6S. 


Apsa  16, 1878. — Committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  Hoase  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


Mr.  Steele,  from  the  Gommittee  od  Revolutionary  PeuBions,  Bubmitted 

the  following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  1348.] 

The  Committee  on  Bevolutionary  Pensions^  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 
{S»  R.  1348)  to  restore  the  name  of  Jesse  SiallingSj  of  Butler  County ^ 
Alabama^  to  the  pension  rollSj  have  had  the  same  under  oonsiderationj  and 
retpectfuUy  report : 

That  the  papers  show  that  Jesse  Stallings  volunteered  in  Captain 
White's  company,  Wimberly's  Regiment  of  Georgia  Militia,  on  the  2Ist 
of  November,  1814,  and  was  discharged  with  his  company  on  the  8th  of 
March,  1815.  This  the  company-roll  proves.  The  company  and  pay 
roll  has  a  note  to  it  that  said  Stallings  deserted  on  the  27th  of  February, 
1815.  The  evidence  of  108  days'  service  is  complete,  and  the  committee 
is  of  opinion  that  if  that  length  of  service  was  rendered,  it  is  impos- 
sible that  Stallings  could  have  "deserted,"  for  it  requires  every  day  from 
the  21st  of  November,  1814,  to  the  8th  of  March,  1815,  to  make  107 
dajs,  and  a  day's  travel  added  thereto  makes  the  service  108  days.  All 
this  is  in  proof.  The  committee  is,  therefore,  of  the  opinion  that  the 
charge  of  desertion  was  improperly  made,  and  Stallings  should  be  restored 
to  the  roll  from  which  he  was  dropped  because  of  said  charge. 

The  committee  is  satisfied,  from  the  statements  of  persons  of  the  high- 
est respectability  living  in  the  same  county  with  Stallings,  and  who 
have  known  him  intimately  for  years,  that  Stallings  is  a  man  of  the 
highest  character,  and  incapable  of  deserting  a  friend  or  fearing  a  foe. 

The  treaty  of  peace  of  1814  was  well  known  before  the  company  of 
which  Stallings  was  a  member  was  disbanded.  The  battle  of  New  Or- 
leans took  place  two  months  before  this  company  was  discharged,  and  it 
is  not  reasonable  to  suppose  that  any  one  would  desert  when  an  early 
disbandment  was  expected. 

The  committee,  therefore,  return  the  bill  to  the  House  and  recom- 
meod  its  passage. 


45th  Congress,  \    HODSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES,     (  Report 
2d  Sesnon.       f  )  No.  610. 


GEORGE  D.  PHILLIPS. 


April  16, 1878.— Committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  Hoase  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


Mr.  Steele,  from  the  Committee  on  Revolatiouar^'  Pensions,  submit- 
ted the  following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  biU  H.  B.  247.] 

The  Committee  on  Bevolutionary  PenMona^  to  whom  was  re/erred  the  bill  {H. 
B,  247)  granting  a  pension  to  Oeorge  D.  Phillips,  a  soldier  of  the  tear 
of  1812,  has  had  the  same  under  considerationj  and  begs  leave  respect- 
fully to  report: 

That,  after  a  carefal  examination  of  the  evidence  in  the  case,  the  com- 
mittee is  of  opinion  that  the  bill  should  pass. 

In  this  case  there  were  two  applications  for  a  pension,  one  dated  June 
11,1875,  and  the  other  the  9th  of  October  of  the  same  year.    The 
fonner  alleged  service  in  Colonel  Dawkins's  regiment,  and  the  latter  in 
Colonel  Means's  regiment.    The  committee  has  treated  the  claim  en 
tirel J  as  if  made  in  October  of  that  year. 

The  field  and  staff  roll  of  Colonel  Means's  regiment  does  not  contain 
the  name  of  George  D.  Phillips,  as  surgeon,  but  the  name  of  another 
person.  But  that  George  D.  Phillips  did  serve  that  regiment  in  that 
capacity  is  proved  by  his  own  affidavit,  and  by  the  affidavits  of  Thomas 
Barton,  Jesse  James,  and  William  West,  who  were  privates  in  different 
oompanies  of  said  regimedt,  which  affidavits  are  duly  attested  by 
proper  officers,  under  their  seals  of  office.  Besides  this,  Uie  i>ostmaster 
at  Clarkesville,  Ga«,  certifies  that,  though  but  twelve  years  of  age  in 
October,  1814,  he  recollects  that  Dr.  George  D.  Phillips  was  with  the 
regiment  of  Colonel  Means  at  Lipsey's  Old  Field  when  it  was  mustered 
into  service }  that  he  went  off  with  and  returned  with  said  regiment  in 
1815.  Hon.  Alexander  H.  Stephens,  Hon.  Hiram  P.  Bell,  and  Hon.  Rob- 
ert B.  Vance,  members  of  the  House,  certify  that  they  know  the  appli- 
cant to  be  a  man  of  high  character,  and  that  his  statements  are  entitled 
to  implicit  credit. 

For  the  above  reasons  the  committee  is  convinced  that  the  case  has 
ZDerit,  and  recommends  the.passage  of  the  bill. 


ISTH  CJONGRKSS,  I     HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES.     (  Repoet 
2d  Sesaian.       f  \  No.  611. 


JOHN  GUTHRIE. 


April  16, 1878. — Laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


ill.  Steele,  from  the  Committee  on  Revolationary  Pensions,  submitted 

the  following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  S.  2234.] 

Tike  Cammiiiee  on  Bevolutianary  PensianSj  to  whom  was  referred  the  Mil 
(H.  B.  2234)  granting  a  pension  to  John  Outhriej  of  Halifax  County ^ 
Virginia^  have  consicUred  the  samej  and  respectfully  report : 

That  the  papers  show  a  service  on  the  part  of  said  Guthrie  from  the 

;  26th  of  August  to  30th  of  September,  1814,  and  hence,  as  the  law  now 

stands,  he  is  entitled  to  be  placed  on  the  rolls.  For  the  reason  that  this 

case  is  now  provided  for  by  law,  the  committee  report  the  bill  back  to 

the  House,  and  ask  to  be  discharged  from  its  further  consideration. 


46th  C05GKESS,  \  HOUSE  OF  REPBESBNTATIVES,       i  Repoet 
2d  Session.       )  \  No.  612. 


WILLIS  JARMAN. 


April  16, 1878. — Laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Steele,  from  tbe  Committee  on  Revolatiouary  Pensions,  submitted 

the  following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  B.  3426.] 

The  Cimmittee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions^  to  whom  was  re/erred  the  bill  {R. 
R.  3426)  granting  a  pension  to  Willis  Jarman^  of  North  Carolina^  a  soldier 
of  ike  war  <>f  1812,  have  considered  the  same^  and  respectfully  report : 

That  the  evidence  shows  service  on  the  part  of  said  Jarman  for  eight- 
een days  daring  the  war  of  1812 ;  and,  as  this  service  places  the  appli- 
cant within  the  provisions  of  the  act  approved  March  11, 1828,  and 
entitles  him  to  a  pension,  the  committee  regards  no  further  action  on  its 
part  as  necessary,  wherefore  it  asks  to  be  discharged  from  the  further 
ooDsideration  of  the  subject 


&m  CONGBESS, )    HOUBB  OF  BBPBESENTATIYES.      i  Bepobt 
2d  Semon.       J  )  No.  613. 


MRS.  SIDNEY  A.  HARRISON. 


April  16, 1676. — Committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  Honse  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


Mr.  NoBGBOSS,  from  the  Committee  on  Revolationary  PeoBions,  sub- 
mitted the  folio??  ing 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  4393.] 

The  Committee  an  Bevolutionary  Pensions^  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  Mrs.  Sidney  A.  Harrison,  widow  of  Major  Thomas  Harrison,  praying 
that  she  may  he  aMowed  a  pension  from  the  date  of  her  hushanWs  death  in 
A,  D.  1856,  and  ai  the  rate  allowed  to  him  during  his  lifdj  having  fully 
€(msidered  the  case  of  the  petitioner ,  report: 

That  the  said  Thomas  Harrison  entered  the  military  service  of  the 
United  States  at  the  beginning  of  the  war  with  Great  Britain  in  1812, 
w  a  common  soldier.  That  he  was  promoted  to  the  offices  of  captain 
and  major  by  brevet,  and  took  part  in  the  principal  engagements  of  the 
war:  his  highly  meritorious  services  to  the  country  were  favorably  no- 
taced  by  his  superior  officers  and  gratefully  recognized  by  the  country. 

Major  Thomas  Harrison  was  six  times  wounded.  At  the  battle  of 
Sacket's  Harbor  the  use  of  his  right  arm  was  nearly  destroyed,  and  at 
the  battle  of  Chippewa  he  lost  his  right  leg  by  a  cannon-shot,  which 
severed  the  limb  near  the  hip:  at  the  same  battle  a  musket-ball  pierced 
bis  foot.  For  his  bravery  and  fortitude  on  this  occasion  his  name  was 
honorably  mentioned  in  the  report  of  this  action.  He  received  from 
the  President  the  first  brevet  commission  which  was  granted  to  any 
officer  during  the  memorable  campaign  of  1814.  From  the  certificate 
of  his  attending  physician  and  surgeon,  and  from  other  evidence,  it  ap- 
pears that  Major  Harrison,  from  the  year  1814  to  the  time  of  his  death, 
which  occurred  at  Boston,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  in  1856,  was  in 
a  crippled  and  enfeebled  condition  by  reason  of  the  wou  nds  he  received 
daring  said  war,  and  that  at  intervals  during  all  said  period  he  suffered 
severe  physical  pain.  As  to  cause  of  death,  see  surgeon's  certificate 
hereto  appended,  and  made  a  part  of  this  report. 

It  was  also  in  evidence  that  the  petitioner,  Sidney  A.  Harrison,  was 
married  to  the  said  Thomas  Harrison  in  the  year  1836,  and  lived  with 
him  until  bis  death,  in  1856;  that  she  has  not  since  married,  and  is  now 
residing  in  Washington,  D.  C,  and  is  in  the  sixty-fifth  year  of  her  age, 
in  feeble  health,  and  is  in  straitened  pecuniary  circumstances. 

Your  committee  regard  the  claim  of  the  petitioner,  for  the  amount 
named  in  the  accompanying  bill,  as  highly  meritorious ;  and  the  pen- 
8ioD8  granted  during  the  last  Congress,  and  at  previous  sessions,  to 
widows  of  ^Idlers  of  the  war  of  1812  who  were  married  subjst?qa^nt  tv) 
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the  treaty  of  peace  of  1815,  foraish  examples  of  relief  in  cases  of  lese 
merit  than  that  presented  by  the  evidence  in  the  present  case. 

Yoor  committee  also  And  that  the  law  of  the  present  session  of  Con- 
gress,  passed  March  11, 1878,  does  not  provide  that  degree  of  relief  to 
which  the  petitioner  is  entitled,  and  which,  in  the  light  of  precedents, 
and  upon  the  consideration  of  the  facts  presented,  this  case  seems  to 
demand.  They,  therefore,  ananimonsly  recommend  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  bill. 


5th  Congbess,  (    HOUSE  OF  REPEESENTATIVBS.      (  Report 
2d  Session.       i  \  No.  614. 


LEROY  D.  SUTTON. 


April  16, 1878. — Laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


dr.  NoBGBOSS,  ft'om  the  Committee  on  Eevolatiouary  Pensions,  sub- 
mitted the  following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  biU  H.  R.  320.1 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions^  to  whom  was  referred  the  Mil 
(ff.  R.  320)  for  the  relief  of  Leroy  D.  ISuttoiij  respectfully  submit  the 
following  report: 

It  is  in  evidence  that  the  claimant  enlisted  in  the  service  of  the  United 

States  on  the  8th  of  February,  1815,  and  was  honorably  discharged 

on  the  7th  day  of  March,  1815.    It  is  also  in  evidence  that  he  filed  a 

soldier's  declaration  for  pension  on  the  17th  day  of  July,  1871,  for  said 

military  services,  and  that  the  same  was  rejected  by  reason  of  insufft- 

dent  service,  the  act  of  February  14,  1871,  requiring  sixty  days' 

semce.    The  provisions  of  the  act  approved  March  9, 1878,  granting 

pensions  to  the  surviving  soldiers  of  the  war  of  1812  and  their  widows, 

JK^.,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee  entitle  the  claimant  to  relief,  and 

they  therefore  return  the  bill  to  the  House,  and  ask  to  be  discharged 

from  the  further  consideration  of  the  same. 


>TH  CoNaRESS,  \    HOUSE  OF  REPEESENTATIVES.     (  Report 
2d  Session.       )  \  No.  615. 


SALLY  ROGERS. 


April  16, 1878. — Laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


[r.  NoBOBOSS,  firom  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions,  sab- 

mitted  the  following 

REPORT: 

Tie  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions^  to  whom  was  referred  the  peti- 
Hon  of  Sally  Rogers^  tcidow  oflsaa^  Rogers^  a  soldier  of  the  war  of  1812, 
respwtfuUy  submit  the  following  report: 

It  is  in  evidence  that  the  said  Rogers  applied  in  due  form  on  the  22d 
lay  of  March,  1871,  for  a  pension,  as  the  widow  of  Isaac  Rogers,  and 
tJiat  the  claim  was  rejected  by  reason  of  insufficient  service  of  the  said 
Boldier,  he  having  served  but  fifty-seven  days,  when  the  act  of  Feb- 
Tuary  14, 1871,  required  a  service  of  sixty  days.    Under  the  provisions 
of  the  act  of  March  9, 1878,  granting  pensions  to  the  surviving  soldiers 
(^the  war  of  1812,  and  their  widows,  &c.,  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
mittee that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  pension  by  making  proper 
application  to  the  office  of  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions.    They  there- 
fore return  the  petition  to  the  House  and  ask  to  be  discharged  from  the 
farther  consideration  of  the  same. 


4oTH  Congress,  )     HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES.     (  Repobt 
2d  Session.       §  \  No.  616. 


ELIZABETH  D.  STONE. 


April  16, 1678. — Committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  Hoase  and  ordered  to  b& 

printed. 


Mr.  SiNNiCKSON,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions,  submitted 

the  following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  S.  285.] 

The  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions^  to  whom  was  referred  Senate  hill 
No,  2S5,  having  considered  the  said  hill  and  petition^  make  the  following 
report: 

It  appears  from  the  evidence  in  this  case  that  Dr.  Brinton  Stone  was 
legally  married  to  the  petitioner,  and  that  she  is  now  his  widow ;  that 
he  was  appointed  assistant  sargeon  of  Uuited  States  Volunteers  May 
30. 1864,  and  served  in  that  capacity  till  April  11, 1866,  when  he  was 
honorably  discharged ;  that  at  the  tune  of  his  entering  the  United 
States  service  he  was  a  sonnd  and  healthy  man,  but  while  in  said  service 
be  became  affected  with  chronic  diarrhea  and  articular  rheumatism  of 
the  left  knee,  which  became  chronic,  the  resnlt  of  exx)osure  in  the  field 
and  in  the  line  of  his  duty.  While  in  said  service  he  was  taken  ill  with 
tjphas  malarial  fever,  resulting  from  exposure  in  an  active  campaign, 
which  permanently  undermined  his  health ;  that  on  December  5, 1873, 
he  was  appointed  acting:  assistant  surgeon  in  the  United  States  Navy. 
But  the  testimony  of  Dr.  Da  Costa  and  Dr.  Brinton,  both  eminent  phy- 
Bicians,  shows  that  his  health  had  never  been  re  established,  but  had 
coutinned  to  fail  from  the  time  of  his  illness  and  exposure  in  the  United 
States  service  in  the  field. 

It  further  appears  that  in  January,  1875,  while  in  the  United  States 
service,  the  said  Brinton  Stone  met  with  a  fatal  accident  by  a  fall  on 
the  ice,  and  died  shortly  after  from  congestion  of  the  brain. 

The  testimony  of  Thomas  J.  Turner,  medical  inspector  of  the  Navy, 
shows  that  his  diseased  condition,  resulting  from  his  sufferings  and  ex- 
posure while  in  the  Army  and  in  the  line  of  his  duty,  was  the  indirect 
cause  of  his  death.  And'the  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that,  although 
the  fall  was  tbe  immediate  cause  of  his  death,  yet  it  would  not  have 
been  safficieot  to  bave  caused  death  but  for  his  debilitated  and  enfeebled 
conditioo,  the  result  of  disease  contracted  while  in  the  United  States 
service  and  id  tbe  line  of  his  duty. 

The  committee,  therefore,  recommend  the  passage  of  said  Senate  bill 

No.  m. 


45th  Conorbss,  {     HOUSE  OF  EEPRESENTATIVES.     (  Bbport 
2d  Session.       ]  \  No.  617. 


NANCY  K  MoCLELLAND, 


April  16, 1878. — Committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  ftnd  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


Hr.  Walsh,  firom  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions,  submitted  the 

following 

REPORT: 

[To  aooompaDj  bill  S.  724.  ] 

The  Cimmittee  on  Invalid  Pensions .  to  whom  was  referred  the  hiU  (8.  724) 
granting  a  pension  to  Nancy  K  McClelland^  widow  of  James  D,  McOleU 
kndj  late  second  lieutenant  of  Company  £,  First  Tennessee  Volunteers j 
hmwntndered  the  same  and  report : 

That  tbey  are  satisfied  from  the  evidence  that  the  claimant  is  entitled 
to  a  peosion,  and  recommend  that  the  bill  do  pass. 


45th  Congress,  )   HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES.     (  Report 
2d  Session.       f  )  No.  618. 


THE  NORTHERN  PACIFIC  RAILROAD. 


Apbil  17, 187B. — Committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 

UnioD  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  William  W.  Rice,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pacific  Railroad, 

submitted  the  folIowiDg 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  4397.1 

The  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company  was  incorporated  by  act  of 

Congress  approved  Jnly  2, 1864. 
By  section  S  of  that  act  it  was  required  to  complete  its  road  by  Jnly 

4, 1876. 

Joint  resolution  of  the  Senate  and  Honse  of  Representatives,  approved 
Hay  7, 1866,  extended  the  time  for  the  completion  of  the  road  two  years. 

Joint  resolution,  approved  Jnly  1, 1868,  and  entitled  ''  Joint  resolu- 
tion extending  the  time  for  the  completion  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Rail- 
road," amended  section  8  of  the  original  act  by  changing  the  time  for 
the  completion  of  the  road  to  Jnly  4, 1877. 

The  company  claims  that  joint  resolution  of  May  7, 1866,  applies  to 
section  8  of  the  act  of  July  2, 1864,  as  amended  by  joint  resolntion  ot 
Jaly  1, 1868;  and  consequently  that  its  time  for  completing  the  road 
does  not  expire  until  Jnly  4, 1870. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  claimed  that  joint  resolntion  of  July  1, 1868, 
although  by  its  title  extending  the  time  for  completing  the  road,  in  effect 
diminishes  that  time,  and  that  it  really  expired  at  the  date  fixed  by  that 
resolution,  to  wit,  July  4,  1877. 

The  Department  of  the  Interior  is  reported  to  have  adopted  the  more 
liberal  construction,  and  to  have  assumed  that  the  company  has  the 
longer  time  for  the  completion  of  its  road. 

^nity  and  generons  dealing  seiem  to  justify  this  conclusion,  and  in 
Tiew  of  the  impossibility  of  the  completion  of  the  road  even  within  the 
longer  time,  we  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  express  an  opinion  as  to 
the  technical  effect  of  the  foregoing  resolutions.  At  all  events,  fur- 
ther time  must  be  granted,  or  this  great  enterprise,  as  at  present  organ- 
ized, must  be  abandoned. 

Up  to  1873  the  company  was  not  in  default.  It  had  constructed  its 
main  line  to  Bismarck,  in  the  Territory  of  Dakota,  a  distance  of  450 
miles,  and  on  the  Pacific  coast  from  Kalama,  on  the  Columbia  River, 
northerly  to  Tacoma,  on  Pnget  Sound,  a  distance  of  105  miles.  The 
financial  disasters  of  1873  suspended  its  operations,  prostrated  its  re- 
sources, and  forced  it  into  bankruptcy. 

By  joint  resolution  approved  May  31, 1870,  Congress  had  authorized 
the  company  t  o  issue  its  bonds,  and  to  secure  them  by  a  mortgage  of 
its  property.     Under  this  authority  the  company  had  issued  bonds  to 


2  THE   NORTHERN   PACIFIC   RAILROAD. 

the  amount  of  $29,119)^00,  and  had  secured  the  same  by  a  first  mort- 
gage on  all  its  property,  iucludiug  its  franchises. 

In  1875  this  mortgage,  the  company  being  in  default,  was  foreclosed, 
and  all  the  property  of  the  company  passed  into  the  hands  of  a  com- 
mittee appointed  by  the  bondholders,  and  for  their  benefit. 

In  the  summer  of  1875  the  bondholders,  all  concurring,  either  actively 
or  tacitly,  adopted  a  plan  for  reorganizing  the  company;  preferred  stock 
was  issued  in  exchange  for  the  bonds,  and  in  September  of  that  3'ear  a 
board  of  directors  was  chosen,  which  was  put  in  possession  of  the  prop- 
erty of  the  old  company  covered  by  the  mortgage. 

The  stockholders  in  the  company  thus  reorganized  are  between  eight 
and  nine  thousand  in  number,  and  are  scattered  through  more  than  half 
of  the  States  of  the  Union.  Their  money  made  the  property  they  now 
seek  to  save  and  enhance.  They  ask  no  subsidy,  no  additional  grant  or 
privilege,  only  an  extension  of  time  in  which  to  complete  the  enterprise 
in  which  their  money  is  invested,  and  which  has  been  delayed  and  hin- 
dered by  causes  over  which  they  had  no  control,  and  which  occurred  by 
uo  fault  or  omission  of  theirs. 

The  question  for  the  consideration  of  the  committee  is,  whether  the 
public  interests  require  the  completion  of  this  road,  on  the  route  and 
terms  provided  in  the  act  of  1864,  in  the  same  or  in  a  greater  degree 
than  at  the  time  of  its  passage;  and,  if  so,  whether  additional  time 
should  be  granted  to  the  company  now  engaged  in  the  enterprise  for  its 
completion. 

The  arguments,  pro  and  con^  on  the  subject  of  national  encourage- 
ment to  transcontinental  railroads  are  too  familiar  to  require  recapitu- 
lation. This  discussion  was  ably  and  stoutly  maintained  on  either  side 
by  statesmen  whose  intellectual  strength  and  comprehension  of  the  sub- 
|ect  have  left  little  or  nothing  to  be  a^ded.  The  result  was  in  favor  of 
promoting,  by  public  aid,  the  construction  of  northern,  central,  and 
southern  roads  from  the  Mississippi  Valley  to  the  Pacific  Ocean. 

In  pursuance  of  this  policy,  thirteen  years  ago  47,000,000  acres  of  the 
fxublic  lands  were  granted  for  the  construction  of  the  northern  road. 
Its  route  lies  through  a  fertile  country,  rich  in  all  the  physical  charac- 
teristics necessary  for  the  support  of  a  vast  and  prosperous  population. 
Its  grades  are  easier  than  on  most  of  the  roads  in  the  Eastern  States, 
and  where  the  line  diverges  from  a  straight  course,  to  avoid  impassable 
mountain  ranges,  it  opens  to  settlement  the  fertile  valleys  of  the  rivers 
whose  banks  it  follows. 

Settlers  have  preceded  it  in  the  faith  of  its  construction,  and  pros- 
perous Territories  all  along  its  route  are  only  waiting  for  the  additional 
|K>pulation  which  its  completion  would  speedily  bring  to  olaim  their 
places  among  the  States. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  a  due  regard  to  the  interests  of 
these  Territories,  and  of  the  hardy  pioneers  who  have  settled  them,  de- 
mands liberal  action  on  the  part  of  Congress  to  complete  this  road,  to 
which,  in  a  measure,  the  public  faith  was  pledged ;  that  the  lands  origi- 
ually  granted  for  it  are  held,  as  it  were,  in  trust  for  the  benefit  of  those 
settlers;  and  that,  even  if,  strictissimi  juris j  advantage  might  be  taken 
of  the  failure  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  charter  in  point  of  time, 
still,  good  policy,  if  not  good  faith,  requires  the  waiver  of  that  advan- 
tage and  a  reasonable  extension  of  time  to  secure  the  accomplishment 
of  this  great  national  work. 

It  further  appears  that  the  present  company  is  composed  of  those 
who  have  contributed  whatever  money  has  thus  far  gone  into  the  worl', 
and  that  nobody  else  proposes  to  undertake  it. 
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It  isop^^ting  at  the  |iresent  time  nearly  six  h4Audred  miles  of  road, 
111  good  coDditioD  and  under  excellent  management. 

In  1874,  ita  net  eamiDgs  were $22,876  49 

En  1875,  its  net  earmngs  were 1S2,140  00 

In  1876,  ito  net  eamioge  were 202,062  31 

la  1877,  its  net  eamlnge  were.. 392,698  47 

Its  property  has  aetoaUy  ooist  about  $20^M,600  in  money.  It  is  free 
from  debt,  and  its  directors  are  oowfident  that  they  can  complete  the 
road  upon  the  credit  of  this  property  and  the  land-grant,  if  anffioient 
time  is  allowed  them.  The  distance  from  Bismarck  to  the  Golmnbia 
River  is  1,205  miles,  and  the  constraction  of  the  road  for  that  distHnce 
gives  a  eontinnons  route  by  rati  and  water  from  the  lakes  to  ttie  Paeiiic 
Ocean. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that,  under  the  circumstances,  the  com- 
pany is  entitled  to  thetkvorable  consideration  of  Congress,  and  tbat 
there  is  a  reasonable  assurance  that  it  will  be  able  to  finish  the  work 
during  the  next  ten  years. 

By  the  original   charter  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Company  it  was  au- 
thorized to  construct  its  road  by  two  routes  through  Washington  Ter- 
ritory, the  upper  being  designated  as  the  main  line,  and  the  lower  as  tbe 
branch  line. 

By  subsequent  acts  these  designations  have  been  reversed,  so  that 
its  main  Hue  now  tends  southerly  from  Lake  Feud  d'Oreille  to  the  Co- 
lumbia Biver,  and  thence  tl^roagb  tbe  valley  of  tbat  river  to  Portland, 
iu  Oregon. 

It  is  the  desire  of  Oregon  that  tbe  last  division  of  the  road  should  be 
constructed  on  the  southerly  side  of  tbe  Columbia  Biver,  and  the  com- 
mittee have  so  provided  in  the  bill. 

The  company  has  changed  the  location  of  tbe  branch  line  to  one  more 
southerly,  and  it  is  doubtful  whether  even  the  new  location  is  practica- 
ble, owing  to  tbe  difficulty  of  crossing  the  Cascade  Mountains,  which 
divide  the  territory,  running  northerly  and  southerly  across  almost  its 
entire  width.  The  representatives  of  Washington  Territory  oppose  the 
continuation  of  the  grant  for  the  construction  of  this  branch  as  keeping 
the  lands  tied  np  against  settlement,  and  the  committee,  in  deference  to 
tbeir  wishes,  report  in  favor  of  the  restoration  of  the  land  withdrawn 
on  that  branch  to  the  public  domain,  excepting  about  793,000  acres 
earned  by  the  construction  of  a  road  extending  thirty -one  miles  easterly 
from  Tacoma. 

By  this  change  of  location,  more  than  6,000,000  of  acres  of  land  in 
Washington  Territory,  covered  by  the  original  locations,  will  be  restored 
to  the  public  domain. 

A  proposition  was  considered  by  the  committee  to  declare  forfeited 
by  the  Northern  Pacific  Company  all  lands  in  Washington  Territory 
withdrawn  for  its  branch  line,  and  to  grant  an  equal  amount  to  the 
Portland,  Salt  Lake  and  South  Pass  Company,  a  corporation  of  the  State 
of  Oregon,  organized  to  construct  a  railroad  from  Portland,  through  tbe 
Oolombia  Valley,  to  Umatilla,  and  thence  by  a  southerly  route  through 
East  Oregon,  some  450  miles  to  the  Union  Pacific  and  Central  Pacific, 
at  Ogden. 

Tliis  seems  to  your  committee  to  be  a  scheme  to  obtain  from  Congress 
an  endowment  for  a  new,  independent  road,  and  one  which,  if  con- 
atracted,  would  be  a  rival  road  to  that  of  the  Northern  Pacific.  These 
reasons,  without  passing  upon  its  merits,  seem  sufficient  to  the  commit- 
tee to  prevent  its  incorporation  iu  a  bill  to  promote  and  encourage  the 
completion  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Boad,  and  they  leave  the  lands  re- 
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stored  to  the  public  domalD  by  the  discontin  oance  of  the  branch  unin.- 
cumbered  by  auy  new  appropriation. 

While  reporting  in  favor  of  extending  the  time  within  which  the  com- 
pany may  finish  their  road,  the  committee  are  greatly  impressed  by  the 
necessity  of  withdrawing,  as  far  as  possible,  all  obstacles  to  the  settle- 
ment of  the  lands  covered  by  the  grants  to  this  company. 

The  marketable  value  of  the  lauds  will  of  course  be  enhanced  as  the 
work  of  construction  progresses,  and  the  company  should  be  allowed 
some  control  of  that  enhancement,  and  some  advantage  therefrom. 

At  the  same  time,  the  public  advantage  to  be  derived  from  the  early 
settlement  of  these  lands  should  not  be  sacrificed. 

The  committee  have,  therefore,  enlarged  the  rights  and  opportunities 
of  actual  settlers,  while  reserving  to  the  company  the  control  oVer  the 
land  already  earned  on  the  line  of  the  finished  road,  and  over  the  sur- 
veyed lands  within  the  limit  of  one  hundred  miles  from  the  progress  of 
its  construction. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


VIEWS  OF  THE  MINORITY. 

To  acoompanv  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Pacific  Railroad  on  the  bill  extend- 
ing the  time  to  construct  and  complete  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad. 

The  undersigned  disagree  to  the  rex)ort  of  the  committee,  and  oppose 
the  passage  of  the  bill  for  a  renewal  of  the  grant  of  lands  made  by  it, 
which  is  in  substance  and  principle  a  new  grant j  to  which  we  are  opposed. 
Such  grants  are  not  now  warranted  by  the  public  interest,  and  are  con- 
demned by  the  public  judgment. 

WM.  R.  MORRISON. 

J.  K.  LUTTRELL. 

G.  M.  LANDERS. 


45th  Conobbss,  )    HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES.      4  Report 
2d  Session.       (  )  No.  619. 
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April  17, 1878. — Committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 

Uuioo  and  ordered  to  be  priuted. 


Hr.  House,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pacific  Railroad,  submitted  the 

followiug 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  4398.] 

The  Committee  oa  the  Pacific  Railroa<1,  to  whom  were  referred  H.  R. 
bills  No8. 1919,  1964,  2031,  2118,  and  2573,  having  had  the  same  under 
coDsideration,  beg  leave  herewith  to  report  back  a  substitute  therefor. 

The  object  of  the  bill  which  accompanies  this  report  is  to  secure  the 
cheap  and  speedy  completion  of  a  main  trunk-line  of  railway  from  the 
eastern  bank  of  the  Mississippi  River  to  San  Diego,  on  the  Pacific 
coast.  However  desirable  it  may  be  to  the  impoverished  sections  of  the 
country  more  immediately  interested  in  this  transcontinental  line  to 
have  the  branches  constructed,  which  various  friends  of  the  measure 
have  hitherto  advocated,  the  committee  have  thought  it  more  in  har- 
mony with  the  national  character  of  this  great  enterprise  to  make  no 
appeal  to  the  government  for  aid  to  such  branches,  believing  that  the 
wants  and  demands  of  trade,  commerce,  and  travel  will  secure  the  con- 
struction of  all  branches  which  may  be  found  necessary  to  supply  those 
wants  and  answer  to  those  demands.  They  therefore  present  a  bill 
which  asks  the  friendly  assistance  of  the  government  in  the  building  of 
only  a  main  trunk-line,  unincumbered  with  any  branches  whatever; 
and  it  is  with  confidence  submitted  that  no  application  has  ever  been 
made  to  the  government  for  assistance  to  any  public  enterprise  more 
just  and  reasonable  in  its  provisions  than  that  contained  in  the  bill  pre- 
sented by  the  committee.  A  fair  and  candid  scrutiny  of  its  provisions 
is  respectfully  and  earnestly  invoked. 

The  bill,  in  its  main  features,  omitting  details,  is  as  follows,  viz : 

A  POSTAL  AND  MILITARY  ROUTE. 

It  provides  that  the  road  shall  be  maintained  and  operated  as  an 
open  highway  and  as  a  postal  and  military  route,  at  fair  and  reasonable 
rates  for  government  service,  to  be  adjusted  by  the  Secretary  of  War 
and  Postmaster  General  or  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  in  conjunction 
with  the  proper  officers  of  the  road. 

COMBINATIONS  WITH  OTHER  LINES. 

It  prohibits  the  company  from  entering  into  any  combination,  con- 
tract, or  arrangement  with  any  through  transcontinental  line  for  the 
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traDsportatioD  of  freight  or  passengers,  under  penalty  of  forfeiting  it^ 
charter;  and  commissioners  of  the  government  are  fally  authorized  to 
inspect  the  books  of  this  and  all  connecting  companies,  with  a  view  to 
ascertain  or  discover  any  infringement  of  this  provision  of  the  law,  and 
for  this  purpose  are  also  authorized  to  examine  parties  under  oath. 

CHARGES  FOR  FREIGHT  AND  PASSENGERS. 

It  provides  that  rates  for  through-freight  and  passengers  on  the  main 
trunk-line  and  all  connecting  lines  shall  be  fair  and  reasonable,  and 
Congress  is  empowered  to  regulate  those  rates  and  to  exercise  super- 
vision and  control  over  the  management  of  the  road.  It  was  thought 
proper  that  this  power  should  be  given  over  a  road  which  the  govern- 
ment, by  its  aid  and  credit,  assists  in  building,  that  its  own  interest  and 
that  of  the  public  might  be  protected  against  the  rapacity  which  cor- 
porations uncontrolled  and  without  responsibility  to  any  one  have  shown 
themselves  too  prone  to  exercise  toward  the  traveling  public  and  those 
who  ship  freight  over  their  lines. 

DISCRIMINATION. 

It  further  provides  that  all  lines  of  railway  now  connecting  or  which 
may  hereafter  connect  with  this  road  shall  be  put  on  an  equality  as  to 
all  consigned  through-business,  and  no  unjust  discrimination  in  charges 
shall  be  made  by  or  against  either,  and  that  this  road  and  all  connect- 
ing lines  shall  be  operated  under  such  regulations  and  restrictions  as  to 
form  one  continuous  line  for  freight  and  passengers.  Eemedies  by  im- 
mediate action  in  the  United  States  district  or  circuit  courts,  on  the 
part  of  any  person  aggrieved,  are  provided. 

GUARANTEE  OF  INTEREST  ON  BONDS. 

It  authorizes  the  company  to  execute  and  deposit  with  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  construction-bonds  at  the  rate  of  $20,000  per  mile  for 
1,150  miles,  and  at  the  rate  of  $35,000  per  mile  for  250  miles  through 
the  mountainous  portion  of  the  route,  said  bonds  to  mature  in  fifty  years 
and  to  bear  5  per  cent,  interest.  The  government  is  to  guarantee  the 
payment  of  the  interest  on  these  bonds,  but  such  guarantee  is  in  no 
event  to  extend  beyond  the  period  of  the  maturity  of  the  bonds.  When- 
ever ten  consecutive  miles  of  road  are  completed,  examined,  and  ap- 
proved by  a  commission  appointed  by  the  President,  who  shall  ascertain 
the  actual  cost  of  the  same,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  authorized 
to  issue  to  the  company  their  bonds  to  the  extent  only  of  the  cost  of 
construction  and  equipment  of  such  section,  not  to  exceed  per  mile  the 
amount  named  in  the  act. 

To  indemnify  and  save  harmless  the  government  for  this  guarantee, 
the  following  securities  are  provided : 

SECURITIES  FOB  THE  GUARANTEE. 

1st.  A  first  lien  is  given  upon  all  the  franchises  and  property  on  the 
line  to  be  constructed,  as  a  security  for  the  guarantee  of  the  interest 
and  to  provide  a  sinking-fund  for  the  ultimate  payment  of  the  bonds. 

2d.  As  a  further  security  the  government  retains  in  its  hands  all  that 
the  company  may  earn  for  the  transportation  of  government  troops, 
stores,  and  supplies,  and  for  mail  and  telegraphic  service. 
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3d.  The  entire  net-earnings  of  the  road,  if  the  same  shoald  be  neces- 
sary, are  to  be  paid  on  the  guaranteed  interest,  and  to  provide  for  the 
sioking-fand. 

4th.  All  the  lands  hitherto  granted  to  the  company  by  the  govern- 
meat  are  to  be  reconveyed  to  the  goverDment,  the  government  being 
thus  authorized  to  throw  the  same  open  at  once  to  settlement,  and  to 
8ell  the  same  under  its  own  regulations  at  the  price  established  by  law 
for  government  lands  in  railroad  reservations,  one-half  the  proceeds  of 
the  sale  of  said  lands  to  be  entered  to  the  company's  credit  on  the 
guaranteed  interest.  The  reservations  to  the  company  will  thus  be 
thrown  open  at  once  to  settlers,  thereby  preventing  their  being  with- 
held from  settlement  by  any  desire  on  the  part  of  the  company  to  specu- 
late in  the  lands.  The  company  will  be  thus  interested  in  promoting, 
hy  facilities  afforded  in  the  way  of  transportation  and  otherwise,  a  speedy 
sale  of  the  lands  and  settlements  thereon.  Besides,  it  may  be  remarked 
that  a  large  portion  of  the  lands  within  the  reservation  belt  are  better 
adapted  to  grazing  than  to  any  other  purpose.  Such  lands  will  gen- 
erally be  desired  in  large  bodies ;  with  the  government  and  the  railroad 
owning  alternate  sections,  as  is  the  case  under  existing  laws,  it  will  be 
found  very  difficult  to  dispose  of  the  same  in  bodies  large  enough  to  suit 
purchasers ;  but  with  the  title  to  the  whole  in  the  government  all  such 
difficulties  and  embarrassments  in  the  sale  of  such  lands  will  be  obviated, 
and  thns  will  the  government  be  relieved  of  all  trouble  and  delay  in 
separating  the  mineral  lands,  which  it  reserves,  from  the  railroad  lands. 

5th.  As  a  further  indemnity  against  loss  by  the  government,  the  com- 
pany is  required  to  execute  and  deposit  with  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  bonds  at  the  rate  of  $5,000  per  mile  for  the  fourteen  hundred 
miles  between  Fort  Worth  and  San  Diego,  to  be  held  by  the  government 
and  sold  at  any  time  to  meet  any  default  or  deficiency  by  the  company 
in  paying  the  interest  guaranteed  by  the  government. 

The  financial  crisis  of  1873,  which  prostrated  so  many  interests  and 
rained  so  many  fortunes,  crippled  all  railroad  enterprises,  and  has  made  it 
imposaible  to  negotiate  railroad  securities  in  any  of  the  money  markets 
of  the  world,  except  at  a  heavy  if  not  ruinous  discount.  By  this  finan- 
cial storm  the  Northern  Pacific  was  swept  into  bankruptcy,  its  mortgages 
foreclosed,  and  the  purchasers  at  the  mortgage-sale  are  now  here  asking 
the  same  subsidy  to  complete  the  work  that  was  originally  granted  to 
that  line.  Up  to  this  crisis  the  Texas  and  Pacific  Company  was  pro- 
ceeding in  the  construction  of  its  road  with  the  confident  belief  and  hope 
that  they  would  be  able  to  consummate  the  great  work  without  any  fur- 
ther appeal  to  the  government  for  aid ;  and  without  any  assistance  from 
the  government  they  have  now  in  successful  and  profitable  operation 
444  miles  of  road,  with  its  western  terminus  at  Fort  Worth.  The  gov- 
ernment's guarantee  of  interest  on  the  bonds  of  the  company  will  enable 
the  company  to  negotiate  them  at  pnr,  and  thus  to  push  to  a  speedy 
completion,  on  cheap  and  favorable  terms,  this  great  enterprise,  which 
will  form  the  cheapest,  shortest,  and  best  highway  betw^^en  the  two 
oceans  that  has  been  or  can  be  constructed  on  this  continent,  and  this, 
too,  as  the  committee  confidently  claim,  without  the  lo8S  of  a  dollar  to 
the  government. 

By  ite*  legislation.  Congress  has  declared  the  u«^ces8ity  for  three  trans- 
continental lines  of  railway,  one  to  afiord  facilities  to  the  northern, 
another  to  the  central,  and  the  other  to  the  southern  portions  of  the 
Union.  T«>  the  first,  the  Northern  Pacific,  a  grant  of  about  47,000,000 
of  acres  of  land,  the  most  of  which  is  equal  to  any  lauds  on  this  conti- 
nent, has  been  given.    The  second,  the  Union  Pacific,  and  the  Central 
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Pacific,  with  their  braDches,  have  received  govemmeDt  aid  in  lands 
amountiug  to  upward  of  50,000,000  of  acres,  and  in  bonds  amounting  to 

upward  of  $64,000,000,  on  which  the  government  has  paid  $ interest. 

The  third,  the  Texas  Pacific,  has  received  a  grant  of  lands  estimated 
at  about  18,000,000  acres.  One  of  these  routes  has  been  constructed, 
and  is  in  operation  to-day.  The  munificent  land-grant  to  the  other,  it 
is  confidently  asserted  by  its  friends,  will  enable  that  company  to  com- 
plete its  line,  if  the  legislation  which  they  now  ask  of  Congress  is  given. 
The  aid  to  the  Texas  Pacific  falls  far  below  the  magnificent  endowments 
bestowed  by  the  government  on  either  of  the  other  two  transcontinen- 
tal lines,  and  is  well  known  to  be  wholly  insufficient  to  construct  that 
line — so  clearly  insufficient  that  a  rival  corporation  thinks  it  not  an  un- 
reasonable request  to  ask  of  Congress  the  entire  grant,  with  which  to 
construct  about  one-third  of  the  line  which  is  required  to  be  built  in 
order  to  connect  the  Mississippi  Biver  with  the  Pacific.  It  is  true,  two 
of  these  lines  are  in  the  North,  and  the  other  in  the  South.  The  aid  to 
the  two  Northern  lines  stands  out  in  bold  and  striking  contrast  to  that 
granted  to  the  Southern  line.  No  reason,  in  a  sound  public  policy,  can 
be  found  for  the  government  to  grant  sufficient  aid  to  accommodate  one 
section  of  the  country  and  deny  it  to  the  other.  Whatever  adds  to  the 
wealth  and  prosperity  of  the  South,  adds  to  the  wealth  and  prosperity 
of  the  North  and  of  the  whole  country. 

To  about  twelve  millions  of  people  living  south  of  the  37th  parallel, 
the  line  of  the  Central  Pacific  and  Union  Pacific  is  of  no  practical  value. 
These  inhabitants  of  the  South  and  Southwest  will  have  to  travel  and 
send  freight  from  five  to  eight  hundred  miles  to  reach  the  eastern  ter- 
minus of  the  Union  Pacific  at  Omaha,  then  to  meet  with  the  notoriously 
exorbitant  rates  which  now  burden  and  embarrass  those  more  ac- 
cessible to  that  line,  and  which  a  great  monopoly,  unrestrained  by 
the  salutary  checks  of  competition  and  proper  legislative  restrictions, 
is  too  prone  to  exact.  But  if  the  rates  over  that  line  were  all  that 
the  public  could  reasonably  require,  the  remoteness  of  the  South  and 
Southwest  would  practically  debar  the  people  living  in  those  sections 
from  the  benefits  of  that  great  highway  subsidized  by  the  govern- 
ment to  an  extent  and  in  a  manner  before  or  since  unknown  to  our 
legislation.  It  has  grown  so  powerful  as  to  defy  the  law  of  its  crea- 
tion and  the  remonstrances  of  an  oppressedand  helpless  public.  It  has 
so  used  the  magnificent  endowment  with  which  the  government  has 
enriched  it  that  prudent  men  are  fearful,  and  hesitate  to  risk  any  govern- 
ment aid  in  affording  the  only  effectual  remedy  against  its  power  and 
exactions,  to  wit,  the  establishment  of  competing  lines,  over  which  the 
government  shall  retain  and  exercise  a  supervision  and  control  which 
will  render  impossible  the  abuses  which  the  government  and  the  public 
both  suffer  at  the  hands  of  this  seemingly  irresponsible  monopoly.  It 
would  far  exceed  the  proper  limits  of  this  report  to  go  into  a  history  of  the 
legislation  out  of  which  grew  the  great  monopoly  represented  by  the  Union 
and  Central  Pacific,  but  really  controlled  by  and  in  the  interest  of  a  syn- 
dicate of  capitalists  composed  of  only  a  few  men.  But  the  lesson  which 
practical  wisdom  should  draw  therefrom  is,  not  that  Congress  should 
timidly  surrender  the  interests  of  this  great  people  because  mistakes  have 
been  made,  but  by  wise  and  judicious  legislation  to  remedy  those  mistakes 
and  to  secure  to  the  people  and  to  the  commercial  interests  of  thiscountry 
those  connections  which  the  general  welfare  demands.  But  all  abuses 
and  extortions  out  of  the  question,  no  one  at  all  acquainted  with  the 
wants  of  our  people  and  the  demands  of  our  increasing  commerce  can 
fail  to  see  that  it  is  impossible  for  a  single  line  of  railway  to  answer  the 
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purposes  of  trade  and  trAvel.  Oar  trade  with  India,  GhiDa,  Japan,  and 
Aostralia  mast  and  will,  aiider  a  jadicioas  system  of  commercial  inter- 
coarse,  greatly  expand,  to  say  nothing  of  the  growing  demands  of  onr 
home  commerce,  as  oor  popnlation  increases  and  oar  resources  are  de- 
veloped. It  will  be  simply  impossible  for  one  line  to  do  the  business, 
under  the  most  favorable  conditions.  And  when  we  take  into  consid- 
eration the  fact  that  for  several  months  in  the  year  snow  drifts  seriously 
impede  tbe  trains  on  the  line  now  in  operation,  its  inability  to  meet  th^ 
growing  demands  of  foreign  and  domestic  travel  and  traffic  becomes 
more  apparent. 

As  a  simple  measarn  of  economy,  the  government,  in  the  management 
of  its  military,  Indian,  and  postal  afl'airs,  coald  well  afford  to  expend 
more  in  the  constraction  of  the  line  proposed  by  this  bill  than  it  is 
asked  to  guarantee.  The  rates  of  transportation  charged  on  the  present 
Pacific  connection  are  admitted  on  all  sides  to  be  high.  Yet  the  reports 
of  the  Qnartermaster-Geueral  show  that  the  saving  to  the  government 
OD  that  line,  in  railroad  over  the  former  mode  of  transportation  by 
wagons,  has  been  75  per  cent,  and  that  for  the  two  years  preceding 
June  dO«  1874,  this  saving  amounted  to  about  $2,000,000  per  annnm. 
Now,  when  the  fact  is  taken  into  account  that  between  thirty  and  forty 
military  posts,  and  eleven  regiments  of  United  States  soldiers,  nearly 
half  the  entire  Army,  would  draw  their  supplies  from  the  Texas-Pacific 
Railway;  and  the  farther  fact  that  during  the  years  1865, '66, '67  the 
government  actually  paid  $16,627,922.47,  or  more  than  five  and  a  half 
millions  annually,  for  maintaining  a  military  force  in  Arizona  and  New 
Mexico — not  including  the  expense  of  Indian  agencies,  supplies,  or 
transportation  of  mails  and  stores — the  conclusion  is  irresistible  and  un- 
answerable that  the  government  would  save  more  than  the  maximum 
liability  to  be  assumed  under  the  provisions  of  this  bill.  If  this  be 
true — and  the  committee  submit  that  it  cannot  be  controverted  success- 
folly — ^the  argument  agaiust  the  enterprise,  based  on  the  idea  that  it  is 
a  raid  upon  the  Treasury,  disappears. 

The  building  of  the  proposed  road  would  in  all  probability,  at  no 
very  distant  day,  change  the  heavy  expense  of  a  military  establishment 
ia  Western  Texas,  New  Mexico,  and  Arizona  into  absolute  revenue 
from  a  prosperous  and  wealth-creating  people.  Late  discoveries  and 
explorations  in  these  Territories  indicate  an  amount  of  mineral  wealth 
equal  to  that  of  any  section  in  the  Western  country,  treasures  that 
would  be  rapidly  developed  through  the  presence  and  agency  of  a  rail- 
road. The  proximity  of  this  line  of  railway  to  the  States  of  old  Mex- 
ico should  not  be  overlooked.  Onr  manufacturers  of  woolen  and  cot- 
ton goods,  machinery,  agricultural  implements,  &c.,  ought  naturally 
to  supply  the  Mexican  popnlation  of  between  seven  and  eight  millions 
with  those  articles,  and  would,  before  a  great  while,  do  so,  if  this  line 
of  road  should  be  constructed.  The  new  markets  that  would  thus  be 
opened  up  to  the  enterprise  and  energy  of  the  American  people  would 
prove  a  most  prolific  source  of  wealth.  At  present,  English  merchants 
from  tbe  coast  supply  the  people  of  Mexico  and  enjoy  a  monoply  of  the 
trade.  The  influence  which  this  great  line  of  railway  would  exert  in 
promoting  peaceful  relations  with  our  sister  republic,  in  solving  the 
Indian  question,  and  the  protection  it  would  afford  to  onr  Mexican  fron- 
tier and  the  Pacific  coast  in  case  of  a  foreign  war,  can  hardly  be  over- 
estimated. 

It  is  now  apparent  that,  with  adequate  facilities  for  transportation,, 
the  American  continent  must  become  the  great  highway  between  the 
countries  of  Europe  and  China  and  Japan.    The  distance  between  San 
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Diego,  on  the  Pacific  coast,  and  the  Soatheru  ports  of  the  Atlantic,  is 
nearly  one  thonsand  miles  less  than  the  distance  between  San  Fran- 
cisco and  Kew  York  on  existing  lines.  But  for  our  unfortunate  civil 
disturbances,  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  first  transcontinental 
line  of  railway  constructed  would  have  been  on  or  near  the  32d  paral- 
lel. This  was  the  line  on  which  public  opiulon  had  settled  as  the  one  to 
be  constructed.  It  was  the  shortest  route  between  the  two  oceans; 
there  was  less  elevation  to  be  overcome ;  the  material  for  construction  was 
of  easy  access,  and  abundant ;  the  climate  was  far  more  favorable  than 
on  any  other  route,  being  free  from  the  obstructions  of  snow  and  ice 
which  mnst  always  form  serious  obstacles  on  more  IS^orthern  lines.  The 
debates  in  Congress  on  the  "  Gadsden  purchase,"  by  which  the  United 
States,  in  1853,  acquired  from  Mexico  100,000  square  miles  of  territory, 
at  the  large  price  of  $10,000,000,  shows  that  one  of  the  main  considera- 
tions that  induced  the  government  to  make  that  purchase  was  the  fact 
that  through  this  territory  the  cheapest  and  most  practicable  route  for 
a  great  transcontinental  line  of  railway  could  be  obtained.  The  loss  of 
this  great  highway,  which  would  have  opened  to  the  whole  Mississippi 
Valley  the  trade  of  India,  China,  Japan,  Australia,  and  the  markets  of 
Mexico,  may  be  set  down  today  as  not  the  least  item  of  loss  which  the 
South  and  Southwest,  and  indeed  the  whole  country,  suRtained  by  the  war. 
The  great  superiority  of  this  route  over  all  other  transcontinental  lines  of 
railway  has,  with  the  return  of  peace,  again  attracted  public  attention 
to  it.  Your  committee,  surveying  the  demands  of  commerce,  foreign 
and  domestic,  at  no  distant  day,  and  the  superior  advantages  of  this 
route,  can  come  to  no  other  conclusion  than  that  its  construction  is 
only  a  question  of  time.  It  mtiat  and  will  be  built  There  never  was  a 
more  opportune  time  than  the  present  for  Congress  to  lend  the  needed 
assistance  to  push  it  to  a  speedy  completion.  The  practical  infinenoe 
of  such  an  agency  in  reviving  industry  and  stimulating  settlement,  in 
a  time  of  such  great  and  general  depression  as  the  present,  should  not 
be  overlooked  or  underestimated.  It  cannot  be  denied  that  the  vigorous 
prosecution  of  so  great  a  national  work  would  do  much  to  relieve  the 
labor  and  financial  famine  of  the  country  by  giving  employment  to 
multitudes  and  putting  large  amounts  of  idle  capital  into  active  circula- 
tion. 

But  your  committee  must  not  fail  to  call  more  special  attention 
to  one  of  the  securities  provided  to  save  the  government  from  loss. 
The  entire  net  earnings  of  the  road,  as  has  been  seen,  are  to  be  ap- 
plied, if  necessary,  to  the  payment  of  the  guaranteed  interest.  Not- 
withstanding the  great  cost  of  the  line  on  the  42d  parallel,  and  its 
threatened  or  actual  obstruction  several  months  in  the  year,  its  net 
earnings  for  eight  years  ending  June  30, 1877,  were  in  round  numbers 
$87,000,000,  the  greater  portion  of  which  was  derived  from  its  local  traffic. 
The  amount  per  mile  guaranteed  by  the  government  under  this  bill  is 
less  than  one  third  the  amount  of  net  earnings  per  mile  on  the  Union 
Pacific  line.  The  whole  of  the  land-grant,  as  has  been  seen,  given  by 
former  legislation  to  this  road,  is  reconveyed  to  the  government,  and 
one-half  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  said  lands  is  to  be  applied  to  the 
payment  of  the  guaranteed  interest.  So  it  will  be  observed  that  the 
guarantee  of  the  government  is  not  asked  in  addition  to  the  land-grant. 

Your  committee  have  examined  the  proposition  of  the  Southern  Pa- 
cific Company  to  take  the  land-grant  given  to  the  Texas  Pacific,  and  with- 
out further  aid  to  construct  a  road  from  Fort  Yuma  to  El  Paso,  on  the  Bio 
Grande.  This  proposition  assumes  that  the  Texas  Pacific  has  forfeited 
its  land  grant  by  a  failure  to  construct  the  number  of  miles  per  annum 
required  to  be  built.    It  is  not  pretended,  and  indeed  cannot  be,  that 
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the  ten  years  g^ven  by  the  act  of  May  2, 1872,  for  the  co  mpletion  of  the 
entire  road  have  elapsed.  This  time  will  not  expire  nntil  May,  1882. 
To  say  the  least  of  it,  it  is  a  matter  of  great  doubt  whether  Congress 
would  have  the  legal  right  to  declare  the  grant  forfeited  so  long  in  anti- 
cipation of  the  expiration  of  the  time  given  for  the  completion  of  the 
entire  line.  It  woald  certainly  be  a  very  harsh  exercise  of  that  power, 
if  Congress  has  it,  to  thns  deprive  a  company  of  the  aid  given  which 
had  straggled  throngh  a  great  financial  crisis,  and  in  go^  faith  had 
made  every  effort  in  its  power  to  complete  the  work  and  all  its  sec- 
tions as  prescribed  in  the  law.  The  proposition  to  declare  this  grant 
forfeited  comes  from  the  Sonthern  Pacific,  a  railroad  company  char- 
toed  by  the  State  of  California.  Your  committee  have  no  doubt 
that  the  Southern  Pacific  is  controlled  by  the  same  parties  who 
coDtrol  the  Central  Pacific  Sixteen  persons  own  the  $36,763,900  of 
reported  paid  up  capital  of  the  Southern  Pacific.  All  these  i)er8ons  are 
shareholders  in  the  Central  Pacific,  except  four.  Four  of  the  seven  (a 
majority)  of  the  directors  of  the  Southern  Pacific  are  shareholders  of 
the  C^itral  Pacific.  Nearly  the  whole  line  of  the  Sonthern  Pacific  is 
operated  by  the  Central  Pacific.  Your  committee,  therefore,  regard 
the  proposition  of  the  Southern  Pacific,  as  evidenced  by  the  bill  intro- 
doced  and  referred  to  this  committee,  as  an  effort  on  the  part  of  the 
Central  Pacific  to  defeat  the  building  of  a  transcontinental  railway 
which  will  compete  with  that  line.  The  idea  that  the  Central  Pacific 
should  desire  to  build  a  line  to  compete  with  the  one  they  have 
already  in  operation  is  one  that  cannot  be  seriously  entertained 
until  we  are  prepared  to  accept  the  proposition  that  shrewd  business 
nen  will  work  adversely  to  their  own  interest.  Your  committee 
would  regard  the  acceptance  by  Congress  of  the  proposition  of  the 
Southern  Pacific  as  the  death-blow  to  a  competing  transcontinental  rail- 
way on  the  line  of  the  32d  parallel.  To  give  the  Central  Pacific  control 
of  the  western  end  of  the  Texas  Pacific,  with  terminal  facilities  on  the 
Pacific  coast,  that  mammoth  company  now  owning  every  other  avenue 
to  the  Pacific  coast  within  the  limits  of  the  State  of  California,  would 
be  to  defeat  the  main  object  of  the  whole  enterprise,  to  wit,  the  build- 
ing of  a  great  competing  line  to  the  Pacific,  under  the  supervision  and 
control  of  the  government.  The  proposition  of  the  Southern  Pacific, 
it  mast  be  obsiarved,  while  it  proposes  to  take  the  whole  laud-grant, 
does  not  embrace  the  building  of  the  road  farther  east  than  the  Bio 
Grande*  From  that  point,  if  in  good  faith  they  mean  ever  to  reach 
that  point,  they  may  seek  connections  to  the  northeast,  with  the  Atchi- 
son, Topeka  and  Santa  F^  Road,  or  southeast,  with  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 
It  does  not  propose  to  build  to  the  Mississippi  River,  or  to  meet  any  line 
now  bailt  to  that  river  connecting  with  roads  running  to  the  Southern  At* 
laotic  ports.  From  El  Paso,  the  eastern  terminus  of  the  line  which  the 
Southern  Pacific  proposes  to  build  with  the  land-grant  which  Congress  is 
asked  to  take  from  the  Texas  Pacific,  and  Fort  Worth,  the  present  western 
terminas  of  the  Texas  Pacific,  is  a  distance  of  some  six  hundred  miles. 
From  El  Paso  to  the  Mississippi  Biver  is  nearly  one  thousand  miles. 
Should  the  intervening  gaps  between  El  Paso  and  the  Mississippi  be  filled 
up  by  private  enterprise  the  question  would  arise  as  to  the  power  of  Cou- 
gress  to  control  the  private  interests  in  the  corporations  owning  the  inter- 
mediate lines,  and  thus  the  salutary  power  of  Congress  over  a  great 
competing  transcontinental  line  might  be  frustrated  or  rendered  of  no 
practical  avail.  It  would  also  be  a  question  whether  Congress  would 
have  any  right  to  impress  upon  the  line  or  lines  east  of  El  PasO;  con- 
structed with  private  capital,  the  character  of  a  military  postal  route, 
with  preferences  to  the  government  in  their  nso. 
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By  its  charter  the  Texas  Pacific  is  aatborized  and  empowered  to  con- 
strnct  a  contiimous  railroad  from  Marshall,  Texas,  to  San  Die|2:o.  The 
termini  of  the  road  are  thus  fixed  positively ;  the  character  of  the  road 
is  also  fixed,  to  wit,  a  continuous  line  between  its  established  termini, 
to  be  used,  controlled,  and  operated  by  one  company.  The  amended 
charter,  after  providing  that  a  certain  number  of  miles  shall  be  built  each 
year,  the  whole  to  be  completed  in  ten  years,  proceeds  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing: **And  upon  failure  to  so  complete  it.  Congress  may  adopt  such 
measures  as  it  may  deem  necessary  and  proper  to  secure  its  speedy  com- 
pletion." Now,  under  this  clause  it  is  claimed  that  Congress  not  only 
has  the  right  to  tal|e  away  from  the  Texas  Pacific  its  land-grant  and 
^ive  it  to  another  company,  but  also  to  allow  said  other  company  to 
change  the  character  of  the  road  as  one  continuous  line  to  be  operated 
by  one  company  between  the  termini  named,  and  to  change  the  termini 
themselves.  Under  the  quoted  clause  no  such  right  can  be  found.  The 
power  is  there  given,  not  to  build  another  road  of  a  different  character 
and  with  different  termini,  not  to  have  difi'erent  connecting  lines  under 
the  control  of  different  companies,  but  to  tiike  necessary  and  proper 
steps  to  secure  the  speedy  building  of  that  identical  road,  with  its  east- 
ern terminus  at  Marshall  and  its  western  at  San  Diego,  the  whole  to 
be  a  continuous  line  operated  by  one  company.  The  proposition  of  the 
Sonthern  Pacific,  as  embodied  in  the  bill  referred  to  your  committee, 
does  not  contemplate  the  construction  of  a  road  to  San  Diego  and  reach- 
ing the  fine  harbor  there,  at  all,  nor  does  it  contemplate  reaching  Mar- 
shall, Texas,  unless  the  Texas  Pacific,  or  some  other  company  or  com- 
panies, by  means  of  private  capital,  should  build  a  road  westward  to  El 
Paso.  Your  committee  more  tban  doubt  the  legal  right  of  Congress  to 
do  what  is  asked  by  the  Southern  Pacific,  and  when  the  proposition  ot 
said  company  is  offered  as  a  means  of  obtaining  a  great  com|)eting  trans- 
eontinental  line  on  or  near  the  32d  parallel,  your  committee  believe  that 
the  acceptance  of  that  offer  would  most  effectually  defeat  the  construc- 
tion of  any  such  line. 

Another  question  which  your  committee  would  notice  is  the  constitu- 
tionality of  the  measure,  on  which  they  do  not  propose  to  incumber 
this  report  with  a  lengthy  argument.  Whatever  diversity  of  opinion 
there  may  have  been  in  the  early  period  of  our  history  as  to  the  consti- 
tutional power  of  Congress  over  the  subject  of  government  aid  to  inter- 
nal improvements,  no  one  now  disputes  that  the  government  has  a  right 
to  build  military  and  post  roads.  The  fathers  of  the  republic,  and  her 
most  eminent  statesmen,  representing  different  theories  of  government 
and  adverse  political  opinions,  have  all  conceded  this  power.  To  hold 
that  the  government  cannot  combine  with  private  capital,  retaining  its 
general  control  over  the  work  when  completed,  and  to  call  to  its  aid  in- 
dividual enterprise  and  energy  in  securing  a  great  national  highway 
deemed  essential  to  its  interest  and  the  security  and  prosperity  of  the 
country,  would  be  to  deny  to  the  government  the  employment  of  what 
it  might  conceive  to  be  the  cheapest,  most  expeditious,  and  most  efiSca- 
cious  means  of  accomplishing  an  object  clearly  and  confessedly  within 
the  limits  of  the  constitutional  power.  Your  committee  think  that  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  in  a  recent  decision,  in  the  case 
of  the  Union  Pacific  Railway  Company  vs.  The  United  States,  has  dis- 
pelled whatever  doubt  may  have  lingered  upon  this  subject. 

In  reference  to  the  eastern  extension  to  the  Mississippi  Eiver,  the  bill 
provides  that,  in  order  to  do  equal  and  exact  justice  as  far  as  may  be 
to  all  sections  of  the  country  to  be  more  immediately  affected  by  the 
road,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  within 
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sixty  days  after  the  passage  of  the  act,  to  appoint  five  commissioners, 
three  of  whom  shall  be  the  three  engineer  officers  of  the  United  States 

Army  highest  in  rank,  and  two  of  whom  shall  be ,  and  all  of  whom 

shall  be  wholly  free  from  all  personal  or  corporate  interest  in  any  of  the 
proposed  routes  between  Texas  and  the  Mississippi  Biver,  and  in  any 
railroad  company  from  any  point  on  or  connecting  with  the  Mississippi 
Bi^er  and  the  Atlantic  or  Oalf  coast.     It  is  made  the  duty  of  said 
commissioners  to  examine  the  various  proposed  routes  between  the  Mis- 
sissippi Biver  and  the  present  constructed  road  of  the  Texas  Pacific 
Bailway  Company,  and,  after  considering  all  questions  of  cost,  distance, 
and  transportation,  and  having  in  view  also  a  good  and  eligible  con- 
nection with  the  Atlantic  seaboard,  and  the  promotion  of  our  foreign 
as  well  as  domestic  trade  and  commerce,  to  report  where,  in  their  judg- 
ment, the  proposed  addition  eastward  of  the  line  of  the  Texas  Pacific 
shall  connect  with  the  present  line,  and  where  it  shall  connect  with  the 
Mississippi  Biver,  said  connection  with  the  Mississippi  Biver  to  be  at  a 
point  on  the  same  not  farther  north  than  the  city  of  Memphis,  Tenn. ;  and 
their  report,  if  approved  by  the  President,  shall  be  final  and  conclusive 
in  fixing  the  location  of  the  eastern  extension  to  the  Mississippi  Biver. 
The  eastern  terminus  is  to  be  on  the  eastern  bank  of  the  Mississippi 
Biver,  and  the  river  is  to  be  crossed  either  by  a  bridge  or  on  proper 
boata.     l^o  guarantee  of  interest  whatever  is  given  on  the  eastern 
extension  of  the  line  to  the  Mississippi,  but  the  company  is  required  to 
construct,  or  purchase  lines  already  constructed,  at  the  rate  of  not  less 
than  fifty  miles  per  annum,  after  the  location  of  the  line  is  determined 
upon,  auder  the  penalty  of  a  forfeiture  of  all  right  to  the  government 
goaranteeof  interest  on  bonds,  for  so  much  of  the  line  between  Fort  Worth 
and  San  Diego  as  may  remain  unconstructed  at  the  time  of  such  default. 
In  justice  to  all  portions  of  that  section  of  the  country  through  or  near 
which  this  line  is  to  pass,  or  which  are  deeply  interested  in  connections 
with  the  Atlantic  seaboard,  your  committee  have  deemed  it  best  to  leave 
the  point  of  crossing  the  Mississippi  Biver  an  open  question,  to  be  settled 
as  above  indicated,  only  providing  that  said  crossing  shall  not  be  fixed 
£Eurther  north  than  Memphis,  Tenn.,  making  it  emphatically  a  Southern 
line,  and  at  the  same  time  national  in  character. 

In  conclusion,  the  committee  deem  it  not  inappropriate  to  advert  to 
the  fact  that  there  is  a  large  measure  of  justice  due  to  the  South  and 
Southwest.  Three  States  of  the  South,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  and 
Georgia,  gave  to  the  United  States  180,000,^  of  acres  of  land  which 
now  comprise  the  great  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Kentucky, 
Tennessee,  Alabama,  and  Mississippi.  When  we  compare  what  the 
donors  of  this  imperial  domain  and  their  Southern  sisters  have  received 
from  the  sale  of  those  lands  and  from  government  bounty,  with  what 
has  been  so  lavishly  bestowed  on  other  sections  of  the  country,  we  can- 
not bring  ourselves  to  believe  that  this  inequality  will  be  continued  and 
perpetuated  by  giving  to  the  Northern  sections  of  the  country  two  great 
highways  to  the  Pacific,  and  denying  to  the  South  the  moderate  and 
reasonable  aid  asked  in  this  biU  to  construct  a  line  which  will  give  her 
people  the  benefits  of  a  like  connection. 

The  bill  recommended  by  the  committee  is  the  same,  with  some 
amendments,  as  that  introduced  by  the  Hon.  A.  H.  Stephens,  of  Georgia. 

In  reference  to  the  other  bills  referred  to  the  committee,  providing  for 
the  building  of  this  line,  the  committee  deem  it  sufficient  to  say  that 
they  have  given  them  all  due  consideration,  and  present  this  bill  in  lieu 
of  all  others  upon  the  subject. 

H.  Eep.  619 2 
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THE  TEXAS  AND  PACIFIC  RAILROAD. 


April  17,  1878.— Committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  Honse  on  the  state  of  the 

Union  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Morrison,  from  the  Comraittee  on  the  Pacific  Railroad,  submitted 

the  following  as  the 

VIEWS  OF  THE  MINORITY : 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  4397.] 

The  Texas  and  Pacific  Railroad  Company  seek  to  obtain  the  guar- 
antfe  of  the  United  States  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  on  thirty- 
eight  million  seven  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  of  fifty-year 
five  per  cent,  bonds,  to  be  issued  by  said  railroad  company,  and  used  by 
itiD  building  and  extending  its  railroad  from  Fort  Worth,  in  Texas,  to 
the  Pacific  Ocean  at  San  Diego,  in  California.  The  road  to  be  con- 
stmcted  is  1,400  miles  in  length;  the  bonds  to  be  issued  amount  to 
827,678  per  mile ;  and  the  interest  guaranteed  to  be  paid  by  the  United 
States,  used  as  a  sinking  fund  and  invested  in  government  bond  s  bear- 
ing the  same  rate  of  interest,  would  pay  $300,000,000  of  the  public 
debt. 

Has  Congress  the  power  to  authorize  the  coveted  guarantee  t  If  it 
has,  then  power  has  been  conferred  upon  Congress  to  make  gifts  of  the 
public  moneys  and  public  property  to  private  corporations  and  individu- 
als. Has  any  such  power  been  granted  by  the  Constitution,  or  is  it 
necessary  to  the  execution  of  any  power  that  is  granted  t 

This  railroad,  when  built,  will  be  the  private  property  of  the  share- 
holders. It  will  be  a  military  and  post  road,  in  the  same  sense,  and  to 
the  same  extent,  and  none  other,  that  all  other  railroads  of  the  country 
over  which  the  government  may  transport  its  mails,  troops,  or  supplies, 
for  reasonable  compensation,  are  military  and  post  roads.  It  is  sub- 
mitted that  the  power  has  not  been  conferred  upon  Congress  to  make 
the  United  States  a  partner  in  such  an  enterprise  by  subscription  to  its 
capital  stock  ;  or  more,  to  authorize  the  construction  of  the  road  out  of 
the  resources  of  the  people  to  be  made  a  gift  to  the  railroad  company. 

The  attempt  to  derive  such  power,  the  power  to  build  and  give  away 
a  railroad,  from  the  power  to  establish  military  and  post  roads,  is.  in  the 
opinion  of  the  undersigned,  an  attempt  to  pervert  the  obvious  purpose 
of  a  power  intended  for  the  public  good  to  private  ends.  The  United 
States  are  bound  to  provide  for  the  general  defense,  but  it  does  not 
follow  that  they  may  construct  or  operate  a  railroad  for  the  exclusive 
benefit  of  a  private  corporation,  because  they  may  ultimately  and  in 
some  i)ossible  contingency  want  to  use  it  for  a  military  purpose,  any 
more  than  they  may  go  into  partnership  with  a  stock-raiser  because 
horses  are  necessary  in  war.  The  United  States  have  power  to  regulate 
foreign  commente  and  commerce  between  the  States,  but  it  does  not 
follow  that  they  may  indorse  the  notes  of  a  ship-builder  or  merchant 
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by  way  of  stimalatiog  and  eDcouraging  business.  The  undersigned  is 
unable  to  perceive  any  distinction  in  principle  between  these  cases  and 
the  demand  of  the  projectors  of  this  railroad  for  a  loan  of  the  govern- 
ment credit  to  the  extent  of  many  millions,  with  which  to  prosecute  a 
private  speculation. 

President  Jackson,  in  his  veto  message  of  the  Maysville  road  bill, 
discussed  the  power  in  question  and  denied  the  right  of  Congress  in  the 
premises  without  a  previous  amendment  to  the  Constitution  granting 
the  power,  which,  in  his  opinion,  wa49  clearly  reserved  by  the  instrument 
as  it  stood  and  now  stands  in  respect  to  this  power.  President  Polk 
held  the  same  views,  and  devoted  a  large  part  of  his  last  annual  mes- 
sage to  this  grave  question,  then  just  beginning  to  assume  dangerous 
proportions.  The  weight  of  authority  in  favor  of  the  views  of  Presi- 
dents Jackson  and  Polk  is  overwhelming.  Among  the  statesmen  of 
the  earlier  days  of  the  republic  there  was  little  or  no  difference  of 
opinion.  I  content  myself  with  the  naked  statement  of  the  historical 
truth,  and  will  not  burden  these  pages  with  the  bright  array  of  names, 
from  Jefferson  down,  which  might  be  brought  to  its  support. 

The  railway  company  which  asks  for  this  enormous  appropriation  of 
credit  presents  no  claim  upon  the  public  which  entitles  it  to  exemption 
from  the  general  rule.  The  enterprise  is  essentially  a  private  one,  and 
the  company  has  already  received  from  the  United  States  and  the  State 
of  Texas  a  sufficient  basis  of  credit  to  have  built  the  road  had  its  assets 
been  prudently  managed. 

The  undersigned  is  not  unmindful  of  the  fiict  that  at  a  later  period  a 
different  rule  of  construction  prevailed  from  that  which  prevailed  in  the 
earlier  days  of  the  republic  and  which  is  now  here  insisted  upon. 

Undelegated  power  is  necessarily  unregulated  and  unrestrained. 
Power  usurped  never  was  and  never  will  be  honestly  administered. 

When  we  passed  the  limits  of  constitutional  power  we  invited  venal- 
ity, corruption,  and  all  the  perils  of  corporate  greed  with  which  the 
country  under  the  later  construction  has  become  unhappily  familiar. 
First,  as  if  by  stealth  and  indirection,  giftB  and  grants  of  the  public 
property  were  made  through  the  States ;  then  directly  to  private  cor- 
porations ;  and  finally,  under  the  necessities,  real  or  supposed,  of  civil 
war,  subsidies  assumed  the  objectionable  form  proposed  in  the  pending 
bill. 

The  undersigned  would  remind  the  House  that  this  later  rule  of  con- 
struction only  obtained  a  footing  at  a  period  when  American  statesman- 
ship had  grown  restive  under  constitutional  restraints,  which  are  still 
believed  to  be  essential  and  indispensable  to  the  protection  and  well- 
being  of  the  people ;  and  when  rules  of  construction  obtained  a  footing 
which  finally  wrecked  us  in  civil  war,  we  should  retrace  our  steps  and 
return  to  the  doctrines  and  the  practices  of  the  fathers.  In  this  the 
people  have  preceded  us,  and  this  House  has,  by  solemn  resolution, 
condemned  the  further  grant  or  renewal  of  subsidies  in  any  form.  The 
lands  granted  already  exceed  two  hundred  millions  of  acres,  a  quantity 
in  area  and  acres  equal  to  the  seven  great  States  of  Ohio,  Kentucky, 
Tennessee,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Wisconsin,  and  Iowa,  equal  to  the  original 
thirteen  States  if  we  exclude  West  Virginia.  The  money-subsidies 
already  granted,  guaranteed,  loaned,  or  given,  which  in  Pacific  railroad 
legislation  have  hitherto  proved  to  be  equivalent  terms,  used  as  a 
sinking-fund,  would  liquidate  more  than  $380,000,000  of  the  public  debt 

The  property  out  of  which  this  1,400  miles  of  railway,  to  be  owned 
by  private  individuals,  is  to  be  constructed  is  wholly  the  creature  of 
the  government.    The  shareholders  contribute  no  part  of  it  under  the 
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of  this  bill.  If  this  road  is  a  matter  of  sufficient  Datiooal 
»  be  bailt  by  the  government,  it  is  submitted  that  the  govern- 
not  the  railroad  company,  shoald  own  it.  Tbe  present  valae 
^,750,000  of  fifty-year  bonds,  were  the  principal  also  guaran- 
e  government,  would  not  exceed  $3,000,000.  In  their  pro|)osed 
t  the  interest-guarantee  of  the  government  detached,  the  bonds 
absolutely  worthless. 

i  miles  of  constructed  road  is  not  included  in  the  proposed 
to  indemnify  the  government  for  its  guarantee.  The  land- 
the  State  of  Texas,  which  constituted  the  most  valuable  of 
ities  heretofore  offered  by  the  Texas  and  Pacific  Bailroad 
to  the  government  as  indemnity  for  its  guarantee,  has 
nd  is  not  included  in  the  proposed  mortgage  for  indemnity 
is  bill.  The  lands  heretofore  granted  to  the  company  by  Con- 
tuate  in  the  Territories  of  New  Mexico  and  Arizona  and  the 
California,  are  believed  to  afford  the  government  no  substantial 
y  for  its  guarantee ;  tbe  area  of  tillable  or  available  agricul- 
ds  is  inconsiderable — the  whole  proceeds  are  liable  to  he  con- 
I  their  survey  and  sale.  If  railroad  history  repeats  itself,  the 
lers  will  foreclose  any  claim  of  the  government  when  the  bonds 
ble.  The  only  real  indemnity,  therefore,  which  the  government 
or  its  guarantee  is  found  in  its  right  to  retain  the  price  and  cost 
ing  its  mails,  troops,  and  supplies  over,  not  the  Texas  and  Pa- 
Iroad,  but  over  that  part  of  it  to  be  built  upon  its  (the  govern- 
>wn  credit.  The  local  or  way  carrying  on  the  road  to  be  con- 
west  of  Fort  Worth  to  be  paid  for  by  the  government  must  long 
siderable,  while  through  carrying  will  be  divided  between  this 
'T  roads  and  branches. 

istory  of  Pacific  liailioad  legislation  and  the  practices  under 
not  justify  the  expectation  of  net  earnings  which  will  inure  to 
cfit  of  the  government  in  compensation  for  its  guarantee  or 
e.  That  the  road  might  be  so  constructed  and  so  operated  as 
nsiderable  degree  to  save  the  government  harmless  in  its 
ee  is  possible;  that  it  will  not  be  so  constructed  or  operated, 
*rience  abundantly  proves.  We  have  fostered  by  lavish  grants 
)  public  treasury  a  nnmber  of  corporations,  which,  in  return  for 
onsidered  bounty,  have  oppressed  the  people  and  grown  so 
ks  to  defy  the  government,  or  so  rich  as  to  corrupt  its  officers, 
of  is  abundant  that  Congress  itself  has  failed  to  withstand 
upting  infiuences  of  the  great  corporations  it  has  created, 
i  nothing  in  the  history  of  the  Texas  and  Pacific  Bailroad  Com- 
ich  justifies  the  conclusion  that  its  methods  and  practices  will 
ent  from  the  methods  and  practices  of  its  predecessors, 
udersigned  is  not  unmindful  of  the  commercial  importance  and 
idvantages  of  the  proposed  road  as  a  transcontinental  railway, 
curs  in  the  belief  expressed  b}^  the  majority  of  the  committee 
)nt  for  our  unfortunate  civil  disturbances,  there  can  be  little 
lat  the  first  transcontinental  line  of  railway  constructed  would 
en  on  or  near  the  32d  parallel."  But  it  is  submitted  that  this 
fords  no  sufficient  justification  for  the  guarantee  and  subsidy 
For  were  it  conceded,  as  it  is  not,  that  this  enterprise  is  essen- 
the  Southern  character  with  which  it  is  attempted  to  be  stamped, 
m  can  be  built  upon  that  fact  which  may  not  be  urged  with 
'ce  as  a  reason  why  the  government  should  equalize  between 
y  contending  sections  all  the  losses  resulting  from  *'  our  unfor- 
ivil  disturbances." 
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The  statement  of  the  majority  that  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  in  view  of  the  quantity  of  lands  given  to  it  by  Southern  States, 
has  been  nnjnst  to  the  Sonth  in  the  bestowal  of  bounties,  is  believed  to 
find  its  refutation  in  the  character  of  the  men  who  before  the  war  rep- 
resented that  section.  They  were  too  sensitive  as  to  the  rights  of  their 
section  to  be  satisfied  with  less  than  what  was  rightfully  theirs.  The 
undersigned  is  not  advised  as  to  how  the  Texas  and  Pacific  Bailroad 
Company  acquired  the  franchise  and  right  of  way  by  which  it  is  anthor- 
ized  to  construct  its  railroad  from  Fort  Worth  to  El  Paso  in  the  State 
of  Texas,  whether  by  grant  from  the  State  of  Texas,  or  by  purchase 
from  or  consolidation  with  the  Memphis,  El  Paso  and  Pacific  ^Railroad 
Company,  under  the  fourth  section  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1871,  entitled 
''An  act  to  incorporate  the  Texas  Pacific  Kailroad  Company  and  to  aid 
in  the  construction  of  its  road  and  for  other  purposes." 

In  the  case  of  Davis  vs.  Gray,  16  Wallace,  page.  203,  United  States 
Supreme  Court  decided  that  the  Memphis,  El  Paso  and  Pacific  was  a 
surviving  corporation,  with  all  its  property  in  possession,  and  all  its 
faculties  unimpaired.  This  franchise  and  right  of  way  the  company 
proposes  to  mortgage  to  indemnify  the  government  for  its  guarantee. 
It  becomes  a  material  fact,  therefore,  to  know  if  it  was  ever  acquired  iu 
either  of  the  modes  suggested,  or  otherwise,  and  whether  it  has  been 
forfeited  or  lost  with  the  Texas  land-grant%  The  undersigned  expresst^s 
no  opinion  upon  this  question,  which  was  not  considered  by  the  com- 
mitt'Ce,  but  submits  that  due  regard  for  the  interests  ot  the  government 
demands  that  before  any  guarantee  is  made,  based  in  part  on  a  mort- 
gage of  the  said  franchise  and  right  of  way,  the  House  should  be  in- 
formed and  advised  as  to  the  title  to  what  is  proposed  to  be  mortgaged. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

WM.  R.  MORRISON. 
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ESTABLISHMENT    OF    A    BOARD    OP    PACIPIG    RAILROAD 

COMMISSIONERS 


April  17,  1878. — Committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  Hoane  on  the  state  of 
the  UnioD,  made  the  special  order  for  May  15,  1878,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  William  W.  Rice,  from  the  Gommittee  on  the  Pacific  Railroad, 

submitted  the  following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  B.  4399.] 

The  Committee  an  the  Pacific  Railroad^  to  which  were  referred  Mr.  Critten- 
den's billy  No.  2608,  Mr.  Chalmerses  hill,  No.  3999,  Mr.  Blair's  bill.  No. 
4117,  and  Mr.  Biceps  bill.  No.  4118,  having  considered  the  same,  submits 
the  following  report  and  accompanying  bill  as  a  substitute  for  the  above : 

The  seTeral  bills  above  named  grew  oat  of,  and  were  intended  to  re- 
fieve,  the  complaints  of  the  branch  roads  of  the  Union  Pacific  system 
against  the  Union  Pacific,  the  trunk  line  of  the  system,  of  a  violation  of 
the  relations  established  between  them  by  Congress,  and  of  exorbitant 
charges,  nnjust  discriminations,  and  general  illegal  and  oppressive 
treatment. 

The  Kansas  Pacific  has  represented  the  branch  roads,  as  complainant, 
against  the  Union  Pacific,  as  defendant. 

The  discussion  has  been  conducted  by  both  parties  with  great  ability, 
and  has  been  exhaustive  to  the  last  degree.  It  has  extended  beyond  the 
immediate  interests  of  the  nominal  parties,  and  has  involved  questions 
of  the  gravest  importance,  affecting  other  systems  of  roads,  rival  cities 
and  sections,  and  the  people,  not  only  of  the  regions  traversed  by  these 
roads,  but  of  the  whole  country. 

The  interests  involved  are  vast,  the  rights  intricate  and  delicate ;  the 
grounds  of  mutual  complaint  patent  and  well  defined,  and  frequently 
well  sustained  on  either  side;  the  remedy  is  doubtful,  and  the  right  of 
Congress  to  apply  it,  if  ascertained,  is  gravely  questioned,  if  not  abso- 
lutely denied.  It  is  apparent,  therefore,  that  the  questions  at  issue  are 
surrounded  by  great  diflBculty  of  solution,  and  that  they,  are  entitled  to 
a  careful,  impartial,  and  judicial  consideration. 

UNION   pacific  roads. 

The  Union  Pacific  Road  extends,  including  its  easterly  branch,  from 
Council  Bluffs,  on  the  easterly  side  of  the  Missouri,  in  Iowa,  through 
Omaha  and  Cheyenne,  to  Ogden,  in  Utah.  The  Central  Pacific,  with  its 
California  branch,  extends  thence  to  San  Francisco.  The  Kansas  Pacific 
is  the  most  southerly  of  the  branch  roads,  extending  from  the  Missouri,  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Kansas,  by  the  Denver  Pacific,  which  may  be  consid- 
ered a  part  of  it,  to  its  connection  with  the  Union  Pacific  at  Cheyenne. 
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Next  Dortherly  is  the  Hannibal  and  Saint  Joseph,  leaving  the  Missouri 
at  Saint  Joseph,  and  next,  the  Burlington  and  Missouri,  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Platte,  extending  westerly  to  a  junction  with  the  Missouri  and 
Saint  Joseph,  and  thence  to  a  common  connection  with  the  Union 
Pacific  at  Kearney,  while  the  Sioux  City  extends  from  Northwest  Iowa 
down  the  easterly  bank  of  the  Missouri  till  it  connects  with  the  Union 
Pacific  at  its  initial  point,  Council  Bluffs 

A  FAMILY  GROUP  OF  ROADS. 

While  each  of  the  branch  roads  was  intended  to  develop  and  accom- 
modate the  country  through  which  it  passes,  its  easterly  terminus  was 
fixed  with  a  special  view  to  eastern  connections.  The  Kansas  Pacific 
was  connected  with  the  vast  systems  and  interests  centering  at  Saint 
Louis ;  the  Hannibal  and  Saint  Joseph,  and  the  Burlington  and  Mis- 
souri, were  each  extensions  of  eastern  lines  intermediate  between  Saint 
Louis  and  Chicago ;  the  main  line,  radiating  from  Council  Bluffs  in 
every  direction,  was  still  most  intimately  connected  with  Chicago,  while 
the  Sioux  City  opened  an  avenue  between  the  Northwest  and  the  main 
line. 

Thus,  a  desire  to  promote  local  development,  and  to  afford  to  different 
sections  and  interests,  so  far  as  possible,  equal  facilities  and  advantages 
in  the  great  central  road  to  the  Pacific,  combined  in  the  construction  of 
this  system  of  roads.  The  scheme  involved  the  settlement  of  the  vast 
and  fertile  tracts  west  of  the  Missouri,  and  the  realization  of  Benton's 
prophecy  of  a  grand  national  highway  binding  East  to  West,  over 
which  the  commerce  of  Asia  and  the  Pacific  would  pass  to  the  east- 
ern centers  of  wealth  and  trade. 

In  executing  this  great  scheme  all  sections  were  to  be  equally  pro- 
tected. The  common  bounty  was  contributed  alike  to  the  trunk  and 
the  branches,  and  they  were  all  alike  to  promote  the  common  welfare. 
Saint  Louis,  the  home  of  the  great  Senator,  who  was  the  first  and  ablest 
champion  of  the  Pacific  road,  was  not  to  monopolize  its  benefits,  nor 
was  Chicago  to  be  allowed  to  divert  into  her  warehouses  alone  the  vast 
traffic  of  the  West  The  trunk  and  the  branches  were  all  to  be  arteries 
of  a  common  system ;  the  same  currents  of  life  and  health  that  passed 
through  one  were  to  flow  as  freely  through  all  the  rest. 

The  intent  is  discernible  in  all  the  legislation  of  Congress  relating  to 
these  roads.  The  terms,  conditions,  and  privileges  relating  to  the  con- 
struction of  the  several  roads  were  interdependent,  and  the  same  in 
bounty  and  advantage  '^  to  all.''  Equal  advantages  and  facilities  were 
to  be  enjoyed  in  the  operation  of  all.  Section  15  of  the  act  of  1864  pro- 
vided ^<  that  the  several  companies  authorized  to  construct  the  aforesaid 
roads  are  hereby  required  to  operate  and  use  said  roads  and  telegraph, 
for  all  purposes  of  communication,  travel,  and  transportation,  so  far  as 
the  public  and  the  government  are  concerned,  as  one  continuous  line; 
and  in  such  operation  and  use  to  afford  and  secure  to  each  equal  ad- 
va/niages  and  facilities  as  to  rates,  time,  and  transportation,  without  any 
discrimination  of  any  Jcind  in  favor  of  the  road  or  business  of  any  or 
either  of  said  companies,  or  adverse  to  the  road  or  business  of  any  or 
either  of  them." 

These  roads,  therefore,  were  built,  under  the  patronage  and  supervis- 
ion of  the  government,  members  of  a  system,  to  be  operated  in  har- 
mony and  for  a  common  purpose,  to  wit,  '^  to  promote  the  public  wel- 
fare." And  yet  no  rivalry  has  been  more  hostile  and  bitter  than  between 
them  ;  the  public  complains  loudly  of  exorbitant  and  oppressive  rates 
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and  charges,  and  the  government,  by  whose  bounty  they  were  built, 
stauds  almost,  if  not  quite,  a  helpless  creditor,  its  interests  postponed 
and  endangered  by  corruption,  dishonesty,  and  reckless  mismanagement. 

ALLEGATIONS  OF  COMPLAINT  BY  THE  KANSAS  PACIFIC  AGAINST  THE 

UNION  PACIFIC. 

Passing  for  the  moment  the  grounds  of  complaint  which  the  govern- 
ment and  the  public  have  against  these  roads  generally,  it  is  well  to 
consider  some  of  the  differences  between  themselves — not  to  pass  upon 
them,  but  to  inform  ourselves  as  to  what  measures  of  relief  should  be 
adopted. 

We  may  consider,  as  already  stated,  the  Kansas  Pacific  as  represent- 
ing the  Other  branches  against  their  powerful  and  common  enemy,  the 
Union  Pacilic.  It  alleges,  among  other  complaints,  that  the  Union  Pa- 
cific refuses  to  make  convenient  connections  with  it  at  Cheyenne,  the 
point  of  junction ;  that  it  refuses  to  operate  its  road  as  continuous  with 
that  of  the  Kansas  Pacific;  and  that  it  discriminates  against  it  in  the 
natter  of  rates  and  charges. 

It  claims  that  the  Union  Pacific  is  bound  under  the  act  to  provide 
convenient  terminal  facilities  at  Cheyenne ;  to  make  running  connec- 
tions ;  to  allow  the  cars  of  the  two  roads  to  pass  from  the  one  to  the 
other  so  as  to  avoid  transfer  of  freight  and  passengers,  and  to  trans- 
port freight  and  passengers  from  the  connecting  road  at  the  same  rates 
as  it  does  its  own,  which  should  be  its  lowest  average  mileage  over  its 
whole  line. 

The  Union  Pacific  denies  that  it  is  bound  to  receive  the  cars  of  the 
other  road  upon  its  own,  but  only  to  make  convenient  transfers  of  freight 
and  passengers.  It  denies  that  it  is  bound  to  give  the  Kansas  Pacific 
the  t>eQefit  of  its  through  rates,  but  claims  a  right  to  charge  for  all 
business  coming  upon  its  road  from  the  Kansas  Pacific  local  rates  from 
Cheyenne. 

While  these  adverse  claims  might  be  readily  adjusted  between  friendly 
corporations  by  agreement,  the  difficulty  of  any  arbitrary  decision  in 
favor  of  the  one  side  or  the  other  is  manifest  from  a  slight  consider- 
ation. The  Kansas  Pacific  claims  that  the  two  roads  shall  be  used  as 
one  contintu)us  road;  that  it  has  a  right  to  run  its  cars  and  its  engines 
from  the  Missouri  to  the  Pacific,  and  quotes  the  decision  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  in  the  Omaha  bridge  case  in  support  of  this  claim. 

The  Union  Pacific  replies,  that  it  has  been  found  impracticable  for 
one  road  to  have  running  powers  over  another;  that  the  passage  of  en- 
gines from  one  road  to  another  is  inconsistent  with  the  public  safety, 
and  is  forbidden  by  statute  in  many  States;  that  it  would  not  be 
thrifty  or  economical  management  to  take  the  cars  from  a  connecting 
road  and  draw  them  forward  with  its  own  trains,  as  they  may  chance 
to  come  to  the  point  of  junction,  and  that  the  decision  in  the  Omaha 
bridge  case  refers  to  the  operation  of  sections  of  the  same  road,  and 
would  not  be  extended  to  that  of  different  connecting  roads,  even  of  the 
same  svstem. 

The  Kansas  Pacific  claims  that  as  Cheyenne  is  exactly  the  middle 
point  of  the  Union  Pacific,  its  passengers  and  freight  going  upon  the 
road  at  Cheyenne  should  be  transported  to  Ogden  for  exactly  one-half 
the  charge  from  Omaha  to  Ogden. 

The  Union  Pacific  replies  that  the  western  half  of  its  road  was  much 
more  expensive  in  construction  than  the  eastern,  and  that  owing  to 
heavy  grades  and  curves  it  costs  much  more  to  operate  and  maintain  it 
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than  the  eastern  half;  that  therefore,  if  it  acceded  to  the  demand  of  the 
Kansas  Pacific,  it  would  be  obliged  to  do  the  business  coming  from  that 
road  at  an  actual  and  considerable  loss,  which  could  not  be  the  intent 
of  the  legislation  in  dispute.  Moreover,  that  it  is  twenty-five  miles 
nearer  from  Kansas  City  to  Cheyenne  over  its  road,  via  Omaha,  than 
through  Kansas  via  Denver,  by  the  Kansas  Pacific,  and  that  the  Kansas 
Pacific  seeks,  and  would  obtain,  unjust  advantages  in  competition  for 
Saint  Louis  business  if  it  could  carry  it  over  its  road,  easy  of  construc- 
tion and  maintenance,  to  Cheyenne,  and  then  force  the  Union  Pacific 
to  carry  it  to  the  west  at  an  equal  mileage  rate  based  upon  its  through 
rates,  averaging  the  one-third  expense  of  the  eastern  section  with  the 
two- thirds  expense  of  the  western  section. 

Between  these  extreme  claims  the  public  suffers.  The  Kansas  Pa- 
cific is  virtually  prohibited  from  a  share  of  the  Eastern  business  to  the 
West,  and  seeks  compensation  in  exorbitant  rates  levied  upon  Color- 
ado and  Kansas,  whose  interests  it  should  encourage  and  develop. 

It  is  apparent,  from  this  hasty  statement  of  some  of  the  questions  at 
issue,  that  they  are  not  fictitious  or  frivolous ;  that  they  are  inherent  in 
the  management  of  railroads;  that  they  are  almost  incapable  of  solu- 
tion by  legislatures  or  courts,  and  yet  that,  unless  settled  by  friendly 
compromise  or  authoritative  supervision,  they  will  result  in  evil  to  the 
community  and  to  the  corporations,  limited  only  by  the  ability  of  the 
contestants  to  continue  the  quarrel,  and  of  the  public  to  suffer  its  con- 
sequences. 

Enough  was  elicited  in  the  hearing,  by  proof  and  admission,  to  show 
that  both  parties  have  violated  the  intent  of  the  legislation  to  which 
they  owe  their  existence ;  that  they  have  failed  to  promote  the  public 
interest  and  welfare,  as  they  were  intended  to  do ;  that  they  have  not 
only  injured  each  other  by  improper  hostility  and  rivalry,  but  have  im- 
paired their  own  means  by  cutting  rates  and  constructing  unnecessary 
parallel  roads,  to  the  danger  of  their  stockholders  and  of  their  credit- 
ors, of  whom  the  government  is  the  chief.  Each  party  has  made  a  clear 
case  against  the  other,  and  a  stronger  one  still  of  the  public  against 
both.  Some  measures  of  relief  must  be  devised  promptly  and  effi- 
ciently, or  the  intended  results  of  beneficent  and  generous  legislation 
will  be  lost,  and  agencies  created  for  the  best  and  highest  purposes 
changed  into  instrumentalities  of  evil  and  oppression. 

The  processes  of  the  courts  are  too  slow,  even  if  they  are  adequate  to 
the  emergency.  Congress,  which  established  this  great  national  system 
of  roads,  must  furnish  the  necessary  relief,  that  it  be  not  diverted  from 
the  public  welfare  it  was  intended  to  promote. 

POWER  OF  CONGRESS  TO  INTERFERE. 

We  are  encountered  at  the  outset  by  a  cool  denial  of  the  right  of 
Congress  to  interfere.    The  argument  is  : 

Ist.  That  these  corporations  hold  their  property  as  citizens,  and  are 
entitled  to  its  possession,  enjoyment,  and  use  as  other  citizens  are,  and 
cannot  be  deprived  of  it  save  by  due  process  of  law. 

2d.  That  neither  because  of  the  receipt  of  loans,  nor  of  donations,  nor 
of  any  trust  relative  to  this  property,  can  the  corporations  be  deprived 
of  the  above  right, 

3d.  That  Congress  cannot  make  that  due  process  of  law,  which,  in  its 
nature,  is  not  such,  and  cannot,  therefore,  by  seizure  of  the  property 
of  these  corporations,  without  trial,  enforce  obedience  to  its  enactments. 

4:th,  That,  under  the  reserved  right  to  amend  and  repeal.  Congress  has 
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only  the  right  to  amend  and  repeal  when  necessary  to  accomplish  the 
object  of  the  acts  in  which  it  is  reserved,  and  must  exercise  it  with  due 
regard  to  the  rights  of  said  companies. 

5th.  That  this  reserved  power  does  not  enable  Congress  to  take  away 
vested  rights  of,  to,  or  in  property  invested  in,  or  acquired  under,  the 
charter,  before  its  amendment  or  repeal. 

6th.  That  the  franchise  of  a  company  enabling  it  to  possess,  control, 
and  enjoy  property,  is  vested  property,  and  cannot  be  taken  away  or 
impaired  by  act  of  Congress. 

7th.  That  the  establishment  of  rules  and  regulations  for  the  manage- 
ment of  these  roads  wonld  bo  an  invasion  of  their  vested  rights,  and 
unconstitutional. 

Here  we  have,  therefore,  not  only  the  denial  of  the  right  of  Congress 
to  seize  the  property  which  the  company  has  acquired,  and  so  use  it  as 
to  carry  out  the  purpose  for  which  the  company  was  originally  allowed 
to  hold  it,  but  the  bolder  and  more  defiant  denial  of  the  right  of  Con- 
gress to  regulate  or  control  the  management  of  that  property  in  the 
possession  of  the  corporation  itself. 

We  admit  that  Congress  cannot  impair  the  obligations  of  any  con- 
tract contained  in  the  charters  of  these  corporations,  and  that  it  cannot 
deprive  them  of  their  property,  save  by  due  process  of  law ;  but  we  do 
not  assent  to  the  application  of  these  well-recognized  principles  as  made 
Iq  the  case  under  consideration. 

It  is  a  startling  proposition  that  Congress  can  create  an  instrumen- 
tality which  it  cannot  control — a  corporation  to  promote  the  public  wel- 
fare, with  unbounded  powers^ — imperium  in  imperio^  a  monster  with 
capacities  of  growth  and  power  suflBcient  to  overmaster,  defy,  and  ulti- 
mately destroy  the  government  which  created  it.  The  mere  denial  of 
the  power  of  Congress  to  regulate  and  control  these  corporations  tempts 
its  exercise,  especially  when  a  crying  necessity  for  its  interposition 
exists. 

1st.  Congress  has  an  unquestionable  right  to  alter,  amend,  or  repeal 
the  acts  under  which  these  corporations  are  organized. 

It  was  reserved  with  some  modification  in  the  original  act  of  1862, 
and  directly  and  unqualifiedly  in  that  of  1864.  The  corporations  have 
accepted  these  acts  and  received  the  benefits  bestowed  by  them.  By 
60  doing  they  have  made  themselves  subject  to  their  conditions. 

Mr.  Justice  Clifford,  in  the  Pennsylvania  College  case  (13  Wallace, 
190),  said : 

Cases  often  arise  where  the  legislatare,  in  graoting  an  act  of  iDcorporation  for  a 
private  pnrpose,  either  makes  the  duration  of  the  charter  conditional  or  reserves  to  the 
State  the  power  to  alter,  amend,  or  repeal  the  same  at  pleasure.  Where  such  a  pro- 
Tision  is  incorporated  in  the  charter  it  is  clear  that  it  qualifies  the  grant,  and  that  the 
sabsequent  exercise  of  that  reserved  power  cannot  be  regarded  as  an  act  within  the 
prohibition  of  the  Constitution. 

Cooley,  in  his  work  on  Constitutional  Limitations  (page  383),  says : 

A  franchise  granted  by  the  State,  with  a  reservation  of  the  right  of  repeal,  must  be 
regarded  as  a  mere  privilege  while  it  is  suffered  to  continue  ;  but  the  legislature  may 
take  it  away  at  any  time,  and  the  grantees  must  rely  for  the  perpetnity  and  integrity 
of  the  franchises  granted  to  them  solely  upon  the  faith  of  the  sovereign  grantor! 

The  power  to  alter  and  amend  is  unlimited  so  long  as  its  exercise 
does  not  essentially  destroy  or  paralyze  the  franchise.  Mr.  Justice  Red- 
field,  in  Thorpe  vs.  Eutland  and  Burlington  Railway,  said : 

The  privilege  of  running  the  road  and  taking  tolls  or  fare  and  freight  is  the  essentia 
franchise  contened.    Any  act  essentially  paralyzing  this  franchise,  or  destroying  the 
profits  therefrom  arising,  would,  no  doubt,  be  void ;  but  beyond  that,  the  entire  power 
of  legislative  control  resides  in  the  legislature,  unless  such  power  is  expressly  limited 
in  the  grant  to  the  corporation. 
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The  legislature  may  grant  to  a  corporation  the  right  to  fix  its  own  tolls, 
otherwise  it  may  regulate  them,  so  long  as  it  does  not  do  so  to  the  ex- 
tent of  paralyzing  the  franchise.  It  may  grant  the  exclusive  right  to 
construct  and  operate  a  road  between  certain  termini  for  a  term  of  years, 
otherwise  it  may  charter  another  road  to  be  built  by  the  side  of  the  first, 
materially  injuring  its  value,  or  even  to  be  laid  over  its  roadbed,  with- 
out compensation  for  the  loss  of  business  and  profit. 

In  addition  to  this  almost  unlimited  power  to  alter  and  amend  exists 
the  unquestionable  power  to  repeal  the  charters  of  these  roads.  Admit- 
ting the  claim  that  Congress  cannot  seize  their  property,  it  would  be 
difficult  to  find  a  value  for  that  property  after  the  right  has  been  taken 
away  to  run  the  cars  and  locomotives  aver  the  iron  rails  fastened  to  the 
road-beds,  of  which  that  property  principally  consists.  These  corpora- 
tions are  at  the  mercy  of  Congress.  Their  only  safeguards  are  in  its 
justice  and  fair-dealing. 

But  we  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  invoke  these  extreme  powers. 
They  may  well  be  reserved  as  an  ultimate  resort  in  case  of  neglect  or 
refusal  to  submit  to  the  easy  and  common  remedies  within  the  grasp  of 
Congress.  These  are  found  in  the  power  to  oblige  these  corporations  to 
perform  the  duties  for  which  they  were  chartered  in  a  proper  manner, 
with  safety  and  convenience  to  the  public,  and  at  reasonable  rates  with- 
out unjust  discriminations. 

Congress  can  supervise  these  roads  and  force  them  to  conform  to  the 
terms  of  their  charters  in  the  matter  of  connections,  and  all  other  rela- 
tions with  each  other.  Under  its  police  powers  it  can  force  them  to  keep 
their  roads  in  proper  order,  and  to  maintain  and  operate  them  in  a  man- 
ner safe  and  convenient  to  the  public.  Under  its  power  over  them  as 
common  carriers,  chartered  by  itself,  it  can  compel  them  to  perform  their 
duties  at  reasonable  rates  and  without  unjust  discriminations.  Fortu- 
nately, we  are  not  left  in  doubt  as  to  the  extent  of  this  legislative  power. 
It  has  been  recently  defined  from  the  most  authoritative  tribunal  of  the 
land.  Mr.  Chief  Justice  Waite,  delivering  the  opinion  of  the  court  in 
the  case  of  the  Chicago,  Burlingt<»n  and  Quincy  Eailroad  Company  vs. 
Iowa,  found  in  4  Otto,  161,  says: 

Railroad  compaDies  are  carriers  for  hire.  They  are  iDcorporated  as  sach,  and  given 
extraordinary  powers,  in  order  that  they  may  \he  better  serve  the  public  in  that 
capacity.  They  are,  therefore,  engaged  in  a  public  employment  affecting  the  public 
interest,  and  •  •  *  subject  to  legislative  control  as  to  their  rates  of  fares  and 
freights,  unless  protected  by  their  charters. 

In  the  same  opinion  he  says : 

This  company,  in  the  transaction  of  its  business,  has  the  same  rights  and  is  subject 
to  the  same  control  as  private  individuals  under  the  same  circumstances.  It-  must 
carry,  when  called  upon  to  do  so,  and  can  charge  only  a  reasonable  sum  for  the  car- 
rii^e. 

In  the  absence  of  any  legislative  regulation  upon  the  subject,  the  courts  must  decide 
for  it,  when  controversies  arise,  what  is  reasonable ;  but  when  the  legislature  steps  in 
and  prescribes  a  maximum  of  charge,  it  operates  upon  this  corporation  the  same  as 
upon  an  individual  engaged  in  a  similar  business.  It  was  in  the  power  of  the  com- 
pany to  call  upon  the  legislature  to  fix  permanently  this  limit  and  make  it  part  of 
the  charter ;  and  if  it  was  refused,  to  abstain  from  building  the  road  and  establishing 
the  contemplated  business.  But  it  did  not,  and  the  company  invested  its  capital,  re- 
lying upon  the  good  faith  of  the  people  and  the  wisdom  and  impartiality  of  the  legis- 
lature ror  protection  against  wrong  under  the  fotm  of  legislative  regulation. 

Without  citing  further  authorities,  we  do  not  hesitate  to  declare  that 
Congress  may  easily  exact  obedience  to  its  will  in  all  proper  respects 
from  any  contumacious  corporation  without  by  any  means  exhausting 
the  weapons  in  its  quiver,  or  even  drawing  therefrom  those  tipped  with 
the  sharpest  points. 
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THE  REMEDY. 

Id  seeking  a  remedy  for  the  diflSculties  we  have  so  briefly  referred 
to,  we  are  uot  dealing  with  a  novel  sabject.    We  are  upon  a  path  already 

well  worn  by  those  whose  experience  and  intelligence  give  great  weight 
to  tbeir  conclusions.    As  early  as  1861  an  able  committee  of  the  legis- 
latare  of  Massachusetts  made  a  report  on  the  same  general  subject,  con- 
fined, of  course,  to  the  State  roads.    That  committee  reported  substan- 
tially that  the  process  of  the  courts  was  inadequate  to  meet  the  exi- 
gency, and  that  it  was  useless  to  refer  a  matter  so  complicated  and 
maltifarious  in  detail  to  the  legislature.    It  recommended  a  commis- 
sion.   Legislative  committees  of  other  States  have  reached  the  same 
result.    A  joint  committee  of  both  houses  of  Parliament  iu  1873  recom- 
mended theestablishment  of  aboard  of  rail  way  commissioners  with  almost 
Qolimited  authority.    In  accordance  with  these  recommendations  of  said 
committees,  railway  commissions  have  been  established  in  England,  in 
Massachusetts,  and  in  several  other  States,  with  most  satisfactory  re- 
salts.     Guided  by  these  facts  and  by  its  own  judgment,  this  committee 
believes  that  a  solution  of  the  difficulties  which  they  have  considered 
can  be  found  only  in  the  creation  of  a  board  of  Pacific  railway  commis- 
sioners.   And  we  see  no  reason  why  the  supervision  of  such  commis- 
sioners should  not  be  extended  over  other  government  roads,  and  have 
provided  accordingly  in  the  bill. 

To  assure  the  desired  results,  this  commission  should  be  able,  impar- 
tial, and  specially  skilled  in  the  matters  intrusted  to  its  charge.  A 
single  commissioner  would  scarcely  meet  the  requirements  of  the  case ; 
the  bill,  therefore,  provides  for  the  appointment  of  three.  These  officers 
should  be  selected  from  sections  as  remote  as  possible  from  all  influences 
that  might  affect  their  judgment;  should  be  skilled  in  law,  in  railroad 
management,  and  in  general  business,  and  should  be  men  of  the  highest 
character  and  of  signal  ability.  The  field  of  influence  and  usefulness 
opened  to  them  will  be  extended  and  important.  If  competent  and 
faithful,  they  will  occupy  a  position  in  which  they  can  accomplish  more 
than  any  other  functionaries  of  the  government  in  molding  the  destinies 
of  the  thrifty  and  growing  West.  In  proportion  as  their  duties  are  to 
be  dignified  and  important,  requiring  the  highest  talent,  their  salaries 
^ould  be  ample  to  secure  it.  These  salaries  should  be  derived  from  the 
corporations  whose  necessities  invoke  the  establishment  of  the  board 
and  who  will  be  more  than  reimbursed  by  saving  the  single  item  of  liti- 
gation. 

The  duties  provided  for  these  commissioners  are  within  the  limits  of 
mpervision  merely.  They  represent  the  government  in  guarding  the 
rights  of  the  people,  and  carrying  out  the  purposes  of  the  charters,  and 
seeing  that  their  terms,  conditions,  and  provisions  are  complied  with. 

It  is  believed  that  the  supervision  and  recommendations  of  an  able 
and  impartial  board  will  almost  invariably  secure  acquiescence ;  but  in 
the  event  of  a  refusal  to  accept  its  advice  and  directions,  it  is  armed 
with  the  power  of  prompt  and  speedy  enforcement  through  the  courts, 
without  prejudice  to  the  rights  of  the  corporations  to  test  the  validity  of 
SQch  directions  without  delay  or. essential  injury.  The  harsh  and  possi- 
bly doubtful  sanctions  of  forfeiture  and  confiscation  are  avoided.  Even 
the  clearly  justifiable  powers  of  amendment  and  possible  repeal  of  char- 
ters are  reserved  for  exigencies  which,  it  is  hoped,  will  never  arise. 

This  able,  impartial,  and  dignified  board  is  simply  the  representative 
of  the  government — the  friendly  umpire  between  the  roads,  the  guardian 
of  the  people's  rights — which  is  to  supervise,  to  guide,  and  to  shape  the 
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operations  of  these  iDstrninentalities,  created  by  the  public  bounty  : 
the  public  welfare.  That  the  scheme  of  its  organization  is  hasty,  cru( 
and  imperfect  will,  doubtless,  be  found  true.  It  will  be  for  the  boa 
itself,  after  a  full  acquaintance  with  its  duties,  to  recommend  such  fate 
legislation  as  will  correct  and  perfect  it. 


IB,  from  tbe  Committee  on  the  Pacific  Bailroad,  submitted  tbe 
followiag  as  tbe 

VIEWS  OF  THE  MINORITY: 


minority  of  tbe  Committee  on  Pacific  Railroads,  to  whom  were 
»d  Hoaae  bills  3608  and  3999,  beiDg  unable  to  join  in  the  report 
lajority,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  my  views  as  follows: 
I  bills  grow  oat  of  what  is  known  as  the  pro-rate  controversy 
AS  arisen  between  the  Kansas  Pacific  and  the  Denver  Pacific 
Is  on  one  band,  and  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  on  tbe  other,  in 
to  the  true  legal  eonstraction  of  tbe  fifteenth  section  of  the  act 
2,  1864,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  'An  act  to  aid  in  tbe  con- 
n  of  a  rulroad  and  telegraph  line  from  the  Missouri  Birer  to  tbe 
Ooean,  and  to  seeare  to  tbe  goTemmenC  tbe  ase  of  the  same  for 
nilitary,  and  other  purposes'  approved  July  1,  eighteen  hundred 
t>y-two,"  which  section  is  as  follows : 

.  And  be  U  fmrther  mactai,  Tbftt  theM7«nl  companiea  ftnthorized  to  ooustraot 
■aid  roads  are  hereby  reqaired  to  operate  and  use  said  roada  aad  telegraph  for 
seaof  ccniiiiraQle»tioii,trarri,  and  naDaportatioQ^lM  farae  tbe  pnblie  and  tbe 
>it  ant  canoamad,  ai  one  oontiDDoiu  line;  and  id  mioh  opvatton  and  om  la 
d  aecore  to  eaoh  Minal  adraatagee  and  faotlltiM  aa  to  rate*,  time,  and  traua- 
,  wittiont  aDjdlMrimlnatioa.  of  any  kind  in  favor  of  the  road  orbaeineM  of 
tber  of  said  oompaDies,  or  advenw  to  the  road  or  bQaineta  of  aoj  or  either  of 
■ ;  and  it  afa^  not  be  lawfol  for  the  proprietors  of  any  line  at  telegraph 
d  by  tbia  aol,  m  the  act  amendod  by  this  aet,  to  refOw  or  fail  to  eaoTey  for 
lareqaicioKtbe  tniumtMloaof  neweaad  meatagea  of  like  character,  on  pain 
lag  to  tbe  peTBOD  ii^nted,  foi  each  offense,  the  snoi  of  one  hondred  dolIatB, 
otber  dsmagea  aa  be  may  have  anffered  on  aoooant  of  said  refasal  or  failure, 
1  for  and  reeareradlo  any  ooatt  of  the  UoitadjSUtea,  or  of  any  State  or  Ter< 
cwmpeteDt  Joiladiatlon. 


f 
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that  all  their  blood  and  treasure  should  be  expended,  if  necessary,  to 
hold  and  protect  the  farthest  inch  of  our  soil  against  foreign  foes. 

Stimnlated  by  such  motives.  Congress  only  formulated  the  national 
will  in  the  acts  of  July  1, 1862,  and  July  2, 1864,  by  which  the  Union 
and  Central  Pacific  Railroad  corporations  and  their  branches  were  ere- 
ated  or  recognized  by  the  nation  as  the  chosen  agencies  through  which 
the  great  enterprise  was  to  becarried  out,  and  extensive  subsidies  in  land, 
together  with  a  loan  in  money,  which  was  nearly  or  quite  sufficient  to 
construct  the  roads,  were  advanced  to  the  corporations. 

Questions  of  constitutional  power  and  of  economy  in  expenditure, 
which  in  ordinary  times  would  have  exhausted  Congress  and  the  coun- 
try with  debate,  vanished  like  mist  in  the  white  heat  of  the  emergency, 
and  the  work  was  completed  with  unexampled  energy  and  promptitude, 
and  with  a  wild  extravagance  of  expenditure  on  the  part  of  those  in 
charge  of  the  enterprise,  consistent  with  the  headlong,  though  probably 
necessary,  legislation  which  had  rendered  success  possible. 

These  railroads  and  their  branches  completed,  their  practical  relations 
to  the  public  and  to  each  other  soon  became  the  subject  of  most  serious 
concern.  Their  common  charter,  the  acts  of  Congress  above  referred 
to,  had  laid  down  substantially  in  a  single  section,  as  finally  embodied 
in  the  act  of  1864,  ^<  the  law  of  their  being.''  The  section  has  already 
been  cited. 

This  law  is  conceded  by  all  to  cover  the  entire  pro-rate  controversy. 
During  the  protracted  hearing  before  the  committee,  which  was  con- 
ducted on  both  sides  by  the  most  eminent  counsel,  with  an  exhaustive 
research  and  ability  commensurate  with  the  immense  interests  involved, 
it  was  always  claimed  by  both  sides  that  if  a  judicial  construction  and 
exposition  of  the  meaning  of  this  section  could  be  obtained  and  en- 
forced, the  rights  of  all  parties  would  be  fully  secured ;  and  it  is  appa- 
rent from  the  most  casual  reading  of  the  law  that,  if  properly  con- 
strued and  administered,  the  public  good  would  be  thoroughly  con- 
served. 

Early  in  the  session  a  bill  was  accordingly  introduced  into  the  Senate 
declaratory  of  the  meaning  of  this  section  of  the  law  of  1864 ;  and  later 
the  same  bill  substantially  was  introduced  into  the  House,  which  was 
referred  to  our  committee,  and  upon  this  bill,  and  upon  a  substitute 
which  was  informally  filed  before  us  by  Mr.  Crittenden,  of  Missouri,  the 
hearing  proceeded  to  the  end. 

The  controversy  before  us  was  carried  on  by  the  Kansas  Pacific  Bail- 
road  against  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad ;  but  all  the  corporations  con- 
necting with  them,  whether  east  or  west,  were  interested  in  the  issue, 
and  many  of  them  were  heard  by  their  counsel,  as  well  as  the  commer- 
cial interests  of  large  cities  through  leading  merchants  and  citizens. 

The  Kansas  Pacific  Railroad  commences  at  Kansas  City,  in  the  State 
of  Missouri,  on  the  river  of  the  same  name,  and  pushes  westerly  to  Den- 
ver, the  capital  of  Colorado;  thence  northerly  106  miles  by  the  Denver 
Pacific  Railroad  and  Telegraph  Company  (the  majority  of  the  stock  of 
which  is  owned  by  the  Kansas  Pacific,  which  thus  controls  the  road  itself)> 
to  the  town  of  Cheyenne,  in  the  Territory  of  Wyoming,  on  the  line  of  the 
trnion  Pacific.  Cheyenne  is  just  516  miles  from  Omaha,  and  the  same 
distance  from  Ogden,  which  are  the  easterly  and  westerly  termini  of  the 
Union  Pacific  Railroad.  It  is  thus  seen  that  the  total  length  of  the 
Union  Pacific  is  1,132  miles,  while  the  whole  length  of  the  Kansas 
Pacific  from  Kansas  City  to  Cheyenne  is  745. 

The  Council  Bluffs,  Saint  Joseph  and  Kansas  City  Railroad,  an  inde- 
pendent line  204  miles  in  length,  running  from  Kansas  City  to  Omaha, 
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bat  io  friendly  connectioQ  with  the  Union  Pacific,  constitutes,  with  the 
latter,  a  line  between  E^nsas  Oitj  and  Omaha,  competing  with  the  Kan- 
gas  Pacific,  having  the  advantage  of  25  miles  in  distance,  equally  favor- 
able grades,  and  that  superiority  of  operation  which  grows  out  of  finan- 
cial saccess.  The  evidence  showed  also  that  the  line  via  Omaha  was 
able  to  compete  with  the  Kansas  Pacific  for  the  business  of  Saint 
Louis  and  points  of  which  she  is  the  depot.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
Kansas  Pacific,  owning  the  Denver  Pacific,  and  thus  coutrolliug  the 
odIj  avenue  by  rail  to  the  vast  resources  of  Colorado  with  her  energetic 
and  increasing  population,  was  in  a  situation  to  blockade,  and  did  block- 
ide,at  Cheyenne,  all  business  passing  either  way  over  the  Union  Pacific 
consigned  to  that  growing  State  and  the  developing  regions  to  the  south 
and  west,  or  seeking  transit  therefrom  to  other  parts  of  the  country. 

The  corporations  failing  to  agree  as  to  the  terms  upon  which  each 
should  carry  the  business  of  the  other  over  their  lines  respectively,  the 
UDJon  Pacific  declined  to  receive  the  business  of  the  Kriusas  Pacific  at 
Cbejenne  at  other  than  the  rates  charged  by  them  for  local  business 
originating  at  that  place ;  thus  perpetrating  an  unjust  and  ruinous  dis- 
crimination, in  violation  of  law,  against  the  Kansas  Pacific  and  the  pub- 
lic desiring  to  use  the  same.  The  Kansas  Pacific  stopped  up  the  Den- 
ver Pacific  by  excessive  charges  to  the  Colorado  business  coming  or 
going  over  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad,  until  the  latter  laid  a  line  of  its 
own  from  Cheyenne  to  Denver,  consisting  of  100  miles  of  duplicate  road 
which  is  really  unnecessary.  In  this  contest  both  corporations  were 
Tiolatingthe  law,  and  the  weaker  pitcher  went  to  the  wall,  but  not  with- 
out inflicting  much  injury  upon  the  Union  Pacific — the  public  interests 
suffering  most  of  all. 

The  government  directors  in  the  Union  Pacific  corporation,  having 
powers  equivalent  to  nearly  all  which,  in  my  belief,  can  legally  or  judic- 
iously be  given  to  any  supervisory  body  of  men,  as  well  as  individual  suf- 
ferers, slept,  the  former  upon  their  duties  and  all  upon  their  rights,  and 
thus  for  several  years  no  real  effort  was  made  to  invoke  that  redress 
which  was  always  available  by  application  to  the  courts  to  construe  and 
enforce  the  law. 

Finally,  the  Kansas  Pacific  did  just  what  every  one  else  has  to  do 
when  he  seeks  redress  for  the  supposed  invasion  of  his  rights.  !|It 
brought  an  action  in  court  ^  plaintiff  against  the  Union  Pacific  as  de- 
fendant, setting  up  its  construction  of  the  law  aforesaid,  which  was  ap- 
phcable  to  them  both,  which  construction  was  the  substance  of  the  bill 
which  they  asked  the  House  to  enact  as  declaratory  of  the  true  intent 
and  meaning  of  said  fifteenth  section  of  the  act  of  1864. 

The  Union  Pacific  promptly  made  answer,  but  the  plaintiff  delayed 
until  1877,  some  two  years,  when  the  case  was  brought  on  for  argument 
before  the  court  of  the  district  of  Nebraska,  and,  after  full  hearing,  was 
submitted  last  autumn.  One  of  the  judges  having  declined  to  sit  further, 
from  motives  of  delicacy,  the  Kansas  Pacific  transferred  the  controversy 
from  the  courts  to  Congress,  and  has  endeavored  to  discontinue  a  suit 
DOW  well  advanced  and  in  which  every  controverted  proposition  of  law 
»  well  as  grievance  of  fact  between  itself  and  the  Union  Pacific,  and 
between  both  and  the  public,  would  probably  ere  now,  certainly  very 
soon,  have  been  decided  and  remedied  by  the  highest  judicial  tribunals 
of  the  country,  whose  powers  have  never  before  been  appealed  to,  and 
to  whom  the  whole  subject-matter  legitimately  belongs.  It  is  not  neces- 
sary to  comment  upon  the  reasons  which  have  led  this  corporation  to 
ignore  the  tribunals  which  have  proved  themselves  the  unfailing  trust 
of  a  free  people.    But  certainly  I  am  not  aware  of  it,  if  the  provisions 
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of  its  bill,  which,  as  I  have  before  said,  embodied  the  constraction  of 
the  law  which  it  demanded  from  the  courts,  commended  themselves  to 
the  judgment  of  any  member  of  your  committee. 

I  can  hardly  better  give  the  exact  issue  as  made  up  between  the  com- 
panies than  by  citing  the  bill  submitted  by  Mr.  Chittenden  to  your  com- 
mittee: 

A  BILL  deoUratorv  of  the  meaning  and  intendment  of  the  fifteenth  section  of  the  act  entitled  "An 
act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  'An  act  to  aid  in  the  constraction  of  a  railroad  and  telegraph  line  ttom 
the  MiMoori  River  to  the  Pacific  Ocean.'  " 


Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  Houee  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of 
in  Congress  assembled.  That  there  shall  be,  and  is  hereby,  added  to  the  act  approved 
June  tvrentieth,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-foar,  entitled  **An  act  making  additionfi 
to  the  fifteenth  section  of  the  act  approved  July  second,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty- 
four,  entitled  'An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  ''An  act  to  aid  in  the  constraction  of  a 
railroad  and  telegraph  line  from  the  Missouri  River  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  and  to  secure 
to  the  government  the  use  of  the  same  for  postal,  military,  and  other  purposes,''  ap- 
proved July  first,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-two,'^'  the  following  wordp,  namely : 

Sec.  2.  That  it  is  hereby  declared  to  be  the  duty  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  Com- 
pany, and  the  said  company  is  hereby  required,  in  the  operation  and  nse  of  its  road,  so 
lar  as  the  public,  the  government,  and  the  Kansas  Pacific  Railway  Company  are  oon- 
cemed  (the  Denver  Pacific  Railway  and  Telegiaph  Company  being  deemed  and  taken 
t^  be  a  part  and  extension  of  the  road  of  the  Kansas  Pacific  Railway  Company),  to 
charge  rates  of  freight  and  fare  as  follows :  On  all  freight  and  passenger  traffic  origi- 
nating at  or  beyond,  and  destined  for  or  beyond,  the  respective  terminal  points  of  the 
said  roads,  and  on  all  freight  or  passraiger  traffic  originating  at  or  beyond  either  oi 
the  terminal  points  of  the  road  of  the  Union  Pacific  lUilroad  Company,  and  destined 
for  any  point  ou  said  road  of  said  Kansas  Pkcifio  Railway  Company,  and  on  all  freight 
or  passenger  traffic  originating  at  any  point  on  said  road  of  said  Kansas  Pacific 
Railwav  Company,  and  destined  for  or  oeyond  either  of  the  terminal  points  of  the 
road  of  said  union  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  a  rate  of  freight  or  £sre  for  transpor- 
tation by  it  which  shall  be  fixed  in  all  cases  at  a  mileage  rate  equal  only  to  a  prorate 
per  mile  of  the  lowest  through  rate  charged  or  received,  either  directly  or  indirectly, 
by  said  Union  Pacific  Railroad  Companv  for  transportation  or  traffic  of  a  similar  de- 
scription or  character  over  its  entire  road ;  on  all  freight  or  passen^r  traffic  originating 
at  any  intermediate  point  on  the  voad  of  said  Union  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  ana 
destined  for  any  intermediate  point  on  said  road  of  said  Kansas  Pacific  Railway  Com- 
pany, or  originating  at  an^  point  on  said  road  of  said  Kansas  Pacific  Railway  Com- 
pany, and  destined  for  any  intermediate  point  on  the  said  road  of  said  Union  Pacific 
Railroad  Company,  a  rate  of  freight  or  tare  for  transportation  by  it  which  sbidl  be 
fixed  in  all  cases  at  the  same  rate  charged  or  received  bv  it,  either  directly  or  indirect, 
for  transportation  or  traffic  of  a  similar  description  or  cnaracter  over  its  own  road. 

8kc.  3.  That  in  all  cases  herein  provided  for,  said  Union  Pacific  Railroad  Company 
shall  not  demand,  establish,  or  receive  for  transportation  of  fV«ight  or  passenger  traffic 
over  its  entire  road,  or  any  part  thereof,  rat^es  of  freight  or  fare  which  shadl  be  dis- 
criminating in  any  manner  whatsoever  against  said  road  or  the  busineas  of  said  Kan- 
sas Pacific  Railway  Company,  or  any  part  thereof,  or  which  shall  be  anj[  other  than 
uniform  published  mileage  rates  for  all  transportation  or  traffic  of  a  similar  descrip- 
tion or  cmtracter. 

Sec.  4.  That  it  is  hereby  declared  further  to  be  the  duty  of  the  Union  Pacific  Rail- 
road Company  and  said  company  is  hereby  required,  in  the  operation  and  use  of  said 
road  as  above  provided,  to  ainord  and  secure  to  all  freight  and  passenger  traffic,  going 
to  or  coming  from  its  road,  at  the  point  of  connection  thereof  with  said  road  of  said 
Kansas  Pacific  Railway  Company,  the  same  and  equal  facilities  and  advantages  for 
transportation  in  through  cars  and  in  all  other  respects  as  are  afforded  and  secured  by 
it  to  transportation  or  traffic  of  a  similar  description  or  character,  received  at  either  of 
the  terminal  points  of  its  said  road  for  transportation  over  its  entire  road. 

Sec.  5.  That  all  the  provisions  and  requirements  of  this  act  and  the  acts  of  which 
this  act  is  amendatory  shall  apply  eqnally  and  reciprocally  to  the  Union  Pacific  Rail- 
road Company,  the  Central  Pacific  Railroad  Company  of  California,  the  Kansas  Pacific 
Railway  Company,  the  Denver  Padfic  Railway  and  Telegraph  Company,  the  Sioox 
City  and  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  and  the  Burlington  and  Missouri  River  Railroad 
Company  in  Nebraska,  in  respect  to  the  operation  and  use  of  their  respective  roads. 

Ssc.  6.  That  if  any  of  the  said  several  companies  mentioned  in  this  act  aJiall  neglect 
or  refuse  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  this  act  or  acts  of  which  this  act  is  amenda- 
tory, the  President  of  the  United  States,  upon  complaint  to  him,  duly  verified,  ai  the 
violation  of  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  act  or  the  acts  of  which  this  act  is  amenda- 
tory and  upon  being  satisfied  of  the  truth  thereof,  shall  appoint  a  commissioner,  whose 
da^  it  shall  be  forthwith  to  take  possession  of  the  road  or  roads  of  the  deimalting 
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eompftDy  or  oompaDies,  and  make  the  Deceesary  arraDf^emente,  reffiilations,  and  proTis- 
J0D8  for  carrying  oat  the  provisions  of  this  and  the  acts  of  which  this  act  is  amenda* 
toiT,  and  shall  retain  the  iKMsession,  control,  and  management  of  said  road  or  roads 
and  operate  the  same  until  otherwise  ordered  by  the  Preaident  or  by  act  of  Congress : 
and  lor  anj  sabaeqoent  violation  of  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  act  or  any  other  ox 
said  aets  like  prooeedings  shall  be  had :  the  expenses  incurred  by  said  commissioner 
and  his  reasonable  com^nsation  shall  be  fixed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States 
and  paid  by  the  defanlting  company  or  companies  before  possession  of  the  property 
shsU  be  sorrendered  to  it  or  them. 

THS  PROMINENT  ISSUES  BETWEEN  THE  PARTIES. 

It  was  daim^^d  by  the  Kansas  Pacific,  amoDg  other  things,  flrst|  that 
the  act  of  1864  required  that  all  its  basiness  passing  over  the  west^ly 
half  of  the  Union  Pacific  from  Gheyenne  to  Ogden  shoald  be  conveyed 
at  the  same  rate  per  mile  as  though  it  also  passed  over  the  easterly  half 
of  that  road  from  Gheyenne  to  Omaha;  and, farther,  that  the  rate  which 
the  Kansas  Pacific  shoald  pay  for  the  use  of  either  hi^f  of  the  Union 
Pacific  shoald  be  as  low  as  the  Union  Pacific  shoald  charge  to  throagh 
business  over  its  entire  line ;  thns  ignoring  tihe  well-established  and  in- 
dispensable distinction  between  long  and  short  distances  in  ai\}U8ting 
the  mileage  of  all  transportation  in  the  known  world.  It  also  appeared 
to  be  a  fact  that  the  cost  of  carriage  is  very  mach  greater  over  the 
westerly  than  it  is  over  the  easterly  half  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad. 

Second.  That  in  the  operation  of  its  road  the  Union  Pacific  was 
boand  to  admit  the  engines,  trains,  and  servants  of  the  Kansas  Pacific 
upon  the  track  of  the  Union  Pacific,  if  required  so  to  do  by  the  Kansas 
Pacific,  and  that  in  all  respects  the  two  roads,  notwithstanding  their 
divided  and  hostile  ownership,  were  to  be  used  and  operated  together 
in  all  respects  as  though  one  continuous  line  under  the  same  ownership. 
These  propositions  were  denied  by  the  Union  Pacific  Gompany.  Many 
other  points  were  set  up,  but  these  were  the  ones  upon  which  the  con- 
troversy turned. 

It  should  be  observed  that  the  Kansas  Pacific  admitted  that  it  was 
sobject  to  the  same  obligations  which  it  sought  to  exact  from  the  Union 
Pacific,  and  also,  that  by  reason  of  its  more  favorable  grades  and  curves, 
that  it  lUone  could  reap  any  relative  advantage  from  its  construction  of 
the  law,  especially  since  the  Union  Pacific  had  already  constructed  a 
road  of  its  own  to  the  heart  of  Colorado,  and  is  no  longer  in  want  of  the 
Denver  Pacific  branch. 

The  Supreme  Gourt  has  settled  beyond  dispute  the  power  of  Oongress 
by  public  laws  to  regulate  rates  of  transportation  over  railroads,  the 
chartered  powers  of  which  are  derived  from  the  United  States.  This 
being  conceded,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  I5th  section  of  the  act; 
of  1864,  by  its  v^ry  broad  vet  explicit  terms,  covered  everything  in 
eontroversy  between  the  parties,  and  is  ample  to  protect  every  interest 
of  the  public  and  the  government. 

In  regard  to  the  matter  of  rates  of  transportation  which  are  not  made 
specific  in  amount  in  the  act,  by  ordinary  rules  of  construction  reasonable 
rates  are  prescribed  by  the  law,  and,  as  in  all  other  like  cases,  it  would 
be  the  province  of  the  courts  by  due  process  of  law  to  determine  their 
amoant,  which  once  ascertained  in  any  particular  case  wonld  afford  a 
ttandard  for  all  other  like  cases,  with  no  more  trouble  in  the  assertion 
of  violated  rights  than  is  incident  to  the  common  processes  of  taking  care 
oCones  self  in  a  free  country.  The  same  observation  is  true  in  regard 
to  all  other  questions  which  could  arise  under  the  comprehensive  pro- 
visions of  this  law.  It  is  thns  apparent  that  the  learned  gentlemen 
representing  both  corporations  were  right  when  they  said  that  all  any  one 


6  BOARD   OF   PACIFIC   RAILROAD   COMMISSIONERS. 

needed,  or  shonld  desire,  is  the  pro])er  elacidation  and  constraction  of 
that  law  of  the  meaning  of  which  their  proposed  bill  was  only  declaratory. 
The  committee  is  not  divided  as  to  the  existence  of  the  grievance. 
Between  the  opposing  controversies  of  the  corporations,  just  sach  as 
exist  in  like  matters  all  over  the  conntry,  and  in  every  State  of  the 
Union,  and  the  failure  either  of  the  companies,  or  individuals,  or  any 
one  in  behalf  of  the  public  to  set  in  motion  the  ready  machinery  of  the 
coarts,  the  interests  of  all  parties  suffer.  It  is  not  necessary  to  exhaust 
the  vocabulary  for  terms  of  malediction  and  denunciation  of  railroad 
corporations.  In  these  times  when  it  is  popular,  and  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent proper  to  condemn  them,  and  when  some  moral  courage  is  required 
even  to  do  them  justice,  there  is  little  danger  that  we  shall  fail  to  go  to 
the  extreme  boundary  of  our  power  to  restrain  them  within  the  limits 
of  the  law.  The  real  danger  is  that  in  our  eagerness  and  zeal  to  demol- 
ish and  punish,  we  shall  appeal  to  crude  and  unusual  expedients,  and 
to  remedies,  which,  hitherto  unknown  in  the  land,  will  be  likely  to  fail 
us  in  practice  and  which  after,  it  may  be,  years  of  useless  trial,  will  re- 
turn to  us  the  evil  ten  times  magnified,  to  be  removed  at  last  by  the 
forms  and  methods  sanctioned  by  the  experience  of  free  government 
for  ages,  and  never  yet  found  wanting  to  remove  any  evil  which  human 
tribunals  can  eliminate  from  human  affairs. 

BILL  RECOMMENDED  IN  TniS  REPORT. 

I  have  found  myself  compelled  most  reluctantly  to  dififer  with  a  large 
majority  of  the  committee,  not  in  regard  to  the  grievance,  but  in  regard 
to  the  remedy  for  it  in  this  case.  I  am  not  slow  to  understand  that  in 
the  present  ^ame  of  the  public  mind  it  may  seem  a  tame  thing  to  send 
this  controversy  to  the  courts,  rather  than  to  resort  to  the  more  impos- 
ing creation  of  the  majority.  But  I  find  myself  more  and  more  con- 
vinced by  reflection  that  there  is  nothing  but  evil,  disappointment,  and 
delusion  in  the  proposed  commission,  its  vast  and  irresponsible  powers, 
with  its  unique  and  arbitrary  methods  of  action.  I  have,  therefore, 
drawn  the  accompanying  bill,  which,  in  my  belief,  covers  all  the  ground, 
and,  if  passed,  will  hurry  this  whole  difficulty  to  a  very  early  and  final 
solution. 

It  will  be  observed  that  this  bill  provides  for  the  earliest  possible  con- 
struction of  the  law  by  the  Supreme  Court,  the  tribunal  of  last  resort, 
before  which  all  the  novel  provisions  of  the  bill  of  the  majority  will  cer- 
tainly be  tested  before  their  operation  will  be  acquiesced  in  by  the  country. 
It  also  provides  that  not  only  the  corporations  but  the  people,  through 
their  Attorney-General,  shall  be  represented,  and  the  full  exposition  of 
the  law  for  the  protection  of  individuals  and  the  government  be  obtained 
in  the  pending  proceeding.  Should  any  party  abandon  the  suit,  the 
Attorney-General  is  still  required  to  press  it  to  a  final  decision  which 
shall  cover  all  the  points  in  controversy  that  any  one  may  raise,  includ- 
ing regulation  of  rates  of  transportation,  connections,  accommodations, 
disciiminations,  and  advantages,  and  every  point  which  can  become  the 
subject-matter  of  controversy  under  this  confessedly  comprehensive  and 
sufficient  law.  This  exposition  of  the  law  and  of  the  rules  and  regula- 
tions laid  down  by  the  court,  for  the  use  and  operation  of  these  several 
roads,  is  to  be  enforced  by  the  whole  judicial  power  in  its  summary  and 
resistless  methods,  by  which  every  disobedient  officer  or  servant  of  the 
corporations  can  be  subjected  to  close  confinement  at  the  will  of  the 
court. 

A  willful  violation  or  neglect  of  this  decision  by  the  corporation  is 
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made  a  forfeitare,  ipsofa-ctOj  of  the  charter,  to  become  operative  as  soon 
as  established  by  dae  process  of  law,  unless  relieved  by  Congress;  and 
to  participate  in  any  willful  act  of  disobedience  or  neglect  to  enforce  the 
rules  and  regulations  of  the  court  disfranchises  any  person  from  ever 
holding  a  place  of  trust  in  the  corporation,  and  subjects  him  to  punish- 
ment by  fine  and  imprisonment,  or  by  both,  in  the  discretion  of  the  court. 
It  is  made  the  duty  of  the  court  to  give  a  preference  to  all  proceedings 
under  the  act. 

The  concluding  section  also  saves  all  existing  actions  and  remedies  to 
all  parties,  and  places  the  Union  Pacific  Eailroad  on  a  par  with  any  of 
its  branches  in  the  courts,  which,  strange  as  it  may  seem,  is  not  now  the 
case. 

BILL  OF  THE  MAJORITY. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  majority  cuts  loose  from  all  forms  of  remedy 
to  which  we  are  accustomed  in  this  country,  whether  of  a  legislative, 
judicial,  or  executive  nature,  and  creates  a  dictatorial  triumvirate  with 
despotic  powers  over  all  the  transportation  of  the  country,  being  or  to 
be,  west  of  the  Mississippi  River;  and,  by  reason  of  the  connection  of  all 
our  avenues  of  trade,  with  an  extraordinary  degree  of  absolute  power 
over  the  commerce  of  the  entire  republic. 

It  is  safe  to  say  that  no  three  Americans,  except  in  time  of  war,  and 
not  even  then  in  some  important  respects,  were  ever  yet  clothed  with 
the  absolute  power  which  it  is  proposed  by  this  bill  to  confer  upon  these 
DO  doubt  very  worthy  and  able  gentlemen,  but  of  whom  there  is  not  such 
universal  knowledge  that  their  special  fitness  to  assume  the  charge  of 
the  private  and  public  business  of  the  country  should  not  be  the  cause 
of  anxious  solicitude  to  the  American  people  before  Congress  shall  pass 
this  bill. 

The  first  section  provides  for  the  appointment  of  Charles  Francis 
Adams,  of  Massachusetts;  Thomas  M.  Cooley,  of  Michigan ;  and  Albert 
Finckie,  of  Kentucky,  as  a  board  of  Pacific  Railroad  Commissioners  for 
a  term  of  three  years,  whose  successors  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Presi- 
dent with  the  advice  and  consent  of  Senate,  and  also  confers  upon  the 
President  the  power  to  cause  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate  to  fill  vacancies  in  the  board  at  his  discretion,  thus  placing  the 
board  itself  at  the  mercy  of  the  Executive. 

I  do  not  design  to  criticise  the  personnel  of  the  board  as  proposed  at  the 
start,  because  whatever  may  be  their  superior  qualifications  or  their 
demerits  is  of  little  importance  in  my  view,  compared  with  the  fact  that 
such  a  board  with  the  powers  created  in  this  bill  is  allowed  to  exist  at 
all,  and  the  further  fact  that  sooner  or  later  it  will  be  sure  to  become 
the  slave  either  of  the  Executive  or  of  the  corporation,  an  utter  sham 
and  failure,  or  a  despotism  by  itself. 

But  I  call  attention  to  the  manner  of  the  appointment  of  the  first 
commissioners  by  act  of  Congress.  I  think  there  can  be  bo  dou.bt  that 
membership  of  *this  extraordinary  board  constitutes  a  very  high  office, 
appointment  to  which  is  not  a  legislative  act  and  within  the  constitu- 
tional power  of  the  legislature  to  perform.  These  appointments  can  only 
be  made  by  the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice  aud  consent  of  the 
Senate,  and  the  reason  for  attempting  to  deprive  the  appointing  power, 
under  the  Constitution,  of  its  jurisdiction  in  the  first  appointments,  and 
those  only  J  presents  a  fruitful  field  of  thought,  which  will  be  alluded  to 
later  in  this  report.  Bearing  n|K>n  this  point  I  would  refer  to  State  vs. 
Kenner  et  al.,  7  Ohio  State  Reports,  where  the  court  says : 

To  make  an  appointment  to  office  is  an  administrative  fnn'*tion  ;  and  under  a  consti- 
tntion  in  which  the  philosophical  theory  of  a  divisiou  ot  the  powers  of  government 
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into  legislative,  execative,  and  Judicial  shoald  be  exactly  carried  oat  in  detail,  tb« 
power  of  prescribing  the  manner  of  making  appointments  to  office  would  fall  naturally 
and  properly  to  the  legislative  department,  while  the  power  to  make  the  appointments 
tbemaelvea  would  fall  as  naturally  and  properly  to  the  executive  department 

The  Gonstitation  of  the  UDited  States,  itself  the  highest  form  of  a 
legislative  act,  has  expressly  given  the  power  of  appointmeDt  to  the 
President  and  Senate.  Bat  I  believe  the  power  to  create  officers  with 
sach  extraordinary  functions  as  are  conferred  npon  this  triumvirate,  if 
it  mast  be  done  at  all,  shoald  be  exercised  by  the  people  of  the  whole 
country  in  their  elective  capacity.  True  that  the  Constitution  makes  no 
provision  for  the  election  of  such  officers,  but  an  emergency  which  would 
call  for  their  creation  would  be  one  requiring  not  only  the  amendment 
of  the  Constitution,  but  its  overthrow,  and  the  substitution  of  an  ti  repub- 
lican forms. 

The  second  section  provides  that  said  board  of  commissioners  shall 
have  a  general  supertision  of  all  railroads  west  of  the  Mississippi  Biver, 
which  have  received  or  shall  hereafter  receive  any  aid  in  lands  or  credit 
from  the  United  States. 

Just  what  may  be  done  under  the  power  of  ^<  general  snpervision"  may 
be  open  to  doubt,  but  it  is  certainly  the  grant  of  a  great  affirmative  ag- 
gressive power,  interfering  vitally  with  the  control  of  private  property 
by  its  owners,  and  which,  by  analogy,  may  be  extended  not  only  to  all 
other  railroads,  but  to  the  management  of  all  other  business  affairs,  as 
the  iron  and  cotton  manufacture,  the  mining,  the  press  of  the  country, 
and  other  great  interests,  in  which  abases  from  time  to  time  may  arise, 
all  which,  like  the  railroads,  are  now,  like  individuals,  amenable  only  to 
the  general  laws  of  the  laud. 

The  term  supervision  is  defined  as  more  than  overlooking  and  inspec* 
tion.  It  is  also  superintendence,  direction^  control.  The  verb  ^'  to  super- 
vise ^  is  thus  defined  by  Mr.  Webster :  "  To  oversee  for  direction ;  ta 
superintend ;  to  inspect."  The  natural  construction  of  the  power  herein 
conferred  is  that  of  absolute  control  of  the  general  policy  and  business 
management  of  the  corpDrations  of  half  the  country.  Granted  that  the 
whole  act  must  be  construed  together;  but  it  will  be  found  as  we  proceed 
that  nothing  in  subsequent  parts  of  the  bill  seriously  impairs  the  vast 
powers  vested  by  this  section  in  the  board. 

There  is  no  apparent  reason  why  this  power  if  conferred  at  all  should 
be  restricted  to  the  roads  west  of  the  Mississippi  River.  The  grievances 
complained  of  are  matters  of  yearly  occurrence  between  the  great  lines 
east  of  that  river  and  upon  a  scale  far  greater  than  the  evils  at  Chey- 
enne. The  power  of  the  government  if  properly  exercised  over  the 
subject-matter,  which  I  not  only  concede  but  assert  as  firmly,  if  not  as 
enthusiastically,  as  the  majority,  does  not  depend  upon  the  circumstance 
that  the  relation  of  debtor  and  creditor  exists  between  the  government 
and  the  corporation,  but  upon  great  fundamental  considerations  of 
public  justice  and  sound  policy,  while  the  occasion  for  its  exercise  in 
legitimate  forms  is  greater  in  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore, 
Chicago,  and  Saint  Louis  than  at  Cheyenne.  If  these  three  beings  have 
the  capacity  to  run  the  transportation  of  the  West  it  is  because  they  are 
gods  and  not  men.  The  majority  need  not  hesitate,  therefore,  to  cast 
upon  their  supernal  powers  the  superintendence  of  the  transportation 
not  only  of  the  whole  country  but  of  the  universe. 

Orievances  exist  elsewhere  as  well  as  in  the  far  West,  and  the  exaltation 
of  soul  which  has  produced  a  board  of  salvation  for  all  the  ills  of  life 
along  the  central  line  of  the  Pacific  railroads  should  not  rest  without 
conferring  npon  the  more  populous  regions  east  of  the  Father  of  Waters 
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the  same  iuestimable  boon.  Again  there  can  be  no  reason  of  fact  or 
logie  why  all  internal  water  transportation  should  not  be  regulated  ia 
a  similar  way,  as  well  as  those  routes  of  ocean-carriage  which  transport 
the  persons  and  property  of  Americans,  and  especially  those  which  com- 
pete or  combine  with  the  land-lines  of  the  country  via  the  isthmus  and 
through  Canada  by  the  great  lakes  and  the  Saint  Lawrence. 

The  third  section  specifies  one  useful  purpose  which  three  men  might 
perform,  that  of  inspection  and  report  of  all  knowledge  to  the  govern- 
ment which  it  should  possess  in  order  to  enable  Congress  to  properly 
exercise  its  undeniable  powers  of  supervision  and  control  of  the  corpo- 
rations ;  but  why  that  duty  will  be  better  performed.by  the  genUemen 
advertised  in  this  bill  than  it  is  or  may  be  by  the  government  directors 
who  represent  the  public  in  the  management  of  the  roads,  it  is  difficult 
to  understand.  Should  it  be  said  that  the  government  directors  are  not 
proof  against  the  wiles  of  their  surroundings,  the  assertion  is  very  sug- 
gestive of  the  dangers  to  which  any  small  body  of  men  is  subject  in  the 
discharge  of  duties  of  this  nature.  If  Congress  and  the  courts  are  too 
corrupt  or  too  inefficient  to  be  trusted  with  the  exercise  of  their  legiti- 
mate powers,  is  there  any  certainty  that  this  board  will  prove  to  be  the 
last  fortress  of  virtue  and  the  last  safe  depositary  of  human  rights  t 

The  fourth  section  provides  that  after  eonaultationf  not  agreement, 
with  the  officers  of  the  corporation,  the  said  commissioners  shall  proceed 
to  establish  rules  and  regulations  to  govern  the  operation  and  manage- 
ment of  the  roads  of  said  corporations,  and  shall  superviscj  that  is, 
either  with  their  own^agents  and  servants  or  by  the  voluntary  or  com- 
pulsory obedience  of  the  corporations  themselves,  shall  direct  and  enforce 
the  observance  of  their  rules  and  regulations,  so  as  to  afford  and  secure 
to  the  government  and  the  public  all  the  advantages  of  intercommuni- 
cation  as  stipulated  and  defined  in  the  acts  of  the  incorporation  of  the 
Union  Pacific  Railroad,  which  rules  and  regulations  shall  govern  said 
corporations  in  the  operation  and  management  of  their  respective  roads 
until  the  same  shall  be  revised,  altered,  or  annulled  by  said  commissioners ^ 
or  by  the  circuit  or  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  as  afterward 
provided.  This  board  thus  enacts  laws  to  be  in  force  until  repealed,  just 
like  any  other  law-making  power. 

The  fifth  section  makes  the  board  a  tribunal  proceeding  without 
regard  to  the  forms  of  the  common  law,  with  no  provision  for  trial  by 
jary,  with  no  power  in  the  parties  to  escape  from  its  jurisdiction, 
and  with  no  right  of  review  or  of  appeal  from  its  decision,  which  may 
proceed  upon  motion  of  any  person  or  corporation  to  try  and  render 
final  judgment  upon  all  causes  of  complaint  and  controversy,  tchatevery 
which  may  arise  between  any  of  these  railroad  corporations,  or  between 
any  of  them  and  individuals.  Incomprehensible  as  it  may  seem  to  the 
average  mind  that  such  a  proposition  could  find  support  among  the 
representatives  of  a  free  people,  it  is  nevertheless  true  that  this  bill 
proposes  to  vest  in  these  three  men  the  summary  control,  to  remain 
there  until  in  some  way  they  can  be  shaken  ofif,  of  all  questions  of  law 
and  fact  which  can  arise  touching  these  immense  interests,  interests 
which  it  is  safe  to  say  are  now  as  important  as  the  entire  system  of 
affairs  in  many  of  the  sovereign  States,  and  which  will  soon  come  to 
embrace  the  substantial  control  of  half  the  country.  Again  I  ask  who 
are  these  men,  and  who  are  any  three  or  three  thousand  men,  that  they 
should  rule  over  us,  blot  out  the  jury  and  the  judiciary,  destroy  all 
the  safeguards  of  liberty  and  property  which  tweuty  centnries  have 
so  painfully  erected,  and  shoulder  a  mass  of  affairs  which  would  over- 
whelm all  but  omnipotent  powers! 
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Tbe  sixth  section  extends  specifically  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Triamvi- 
rate  to  every  sapposable  case  in  which  it  shall  appear  to  them  that 
there  is  any  legal  delinqaency  on  the  part  of  any  one  of  these  corpora- 
tions west  of  the  Mississippi.  It  inclades  almost  every  conceivable 
canse  of  action  and  detail  of  operation,  management,  and  nse  of  the 
corporate  property,  snch  as  the  nature  of  accommodations,  connec- 
tions, rolling  stock,  tracks  and  road-beds,  charges  and  discriminations, 
changes  in  its  buildings  or  stations,  in  its  rates  of  transportation,  or  in 
the  language  of  the  bill  itself,  "any  change  in  its  mode  of  operating  its 
road  or  of  conducting  its  business."  Whenever  it  appears  to  them  that 
anything  should  be  done  which  the  corporation  is  not  doing  and  which 
is  not  inconsistent,  that  is  prohibited  by  "the  acts  of  Congress  afore- 
said," which  acts  be  it  remembered  apply  only  to  one  single  road  and  its 
branches,  then  the  commission  shall  make  such  rules  and  regulations, 
directions  and  orders  in  said  respects  as  to  them  shall  seem  proper  and 
necessary. 

This  section  is  only  an  iteration  of  the  fourth,  a  little  worse  because 
more  specific. 

By  both  sections  there  is  an  unlimited  discretionary  power  vested  in  the 
board  to  make  and  enforce  laws.  True,  there  is  in  the  sixth  an  illusory 
limitation  placed  upon  their  powers  by  the  clause  providing  that  their 
rules  shall  not  be  i7ux>mistent  with  the  acts  incorporating  the  Union  Pa- 
cific, but  those  acts  have  no  reference  to  any  other  road ;  and  even  if 
they  were  applicable  to  all  the  roads,  the  details  of  the  whole  subject- 
matter  are  confided  to  the  board,  and  it  would  be  kupossible  for  a  court 
ever  to  try  the  justice  of  their  discretionary  action,  especially  when  ex- 
ercised upon  questions  of  fact,  which  will  always  be  really  the  most 
important. 

Suppose,  for  instance,  that  the  corporation  should  charge  3|  cents 
per  mile  for  transportation  of  passengers,  and  the  board  should  fix  the 
rate  at  3  cents.  So  small  a  difference  as  that  would  be  likely  to  involve 
the  success  or  ruin  of  many  corporations.  This  bill  gives  absolutely 
the  power  to  make  the  will  of  this  board  the  law.  The  roads  must  con- 
form to  it,  or  violate  the  law  and  be  subject  to  the  forfeiture  of  their 
franchises  by  the  terms  of  their  charters  for  disobedience  to  the  law. 
It  makes  no  difference  that  this  penalty  is  not  specified  in  the  pending 
bill.  It  is  in  the  charters  of  the  companies,  and  is  a  part  of  the  gen- 
eral law  of  the  land. 

I  believe  that  under  the  provisions  of  this  bill  it  is  not  in  the  power 
of  the  courts  to  set  aside  any  of  the  acts  of  the  commission  when  they 
exercise  their  discretion  upon  the  affairs  of  the  roads  and  do  not  commit 
a  direct  vidlation  of  the  acts  of  incorporation,  the  general  terms  of  which 
make  it  almost  impossible  to  say  that  anything  which  the  board  may 
see  fit  to  prescribe  \^  inconsistent  with  them.  At  all  events,  it  is  abso- 
lutely clear  that  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  commissioners  to  exercise 
their  discretion  in  the  first  instance^  and  their  rules  and  regulations  are 
laws  until  repealed  either  by  themselves  or  by  the  courts  in  the  few  cases 
which  might  possibly  reach  them.  The  judgment  and  discretion  of  the 
commission  is  substituted  for  that  of  Congress,  the  courts,  and  of  the 
corporations  in  all  those  vast  concerns.  It  is  not  necessary  to  say  that 
whoever  controls  thus  absolutely  »  railroad  during  the  period  of  an  ordi- 
nary lawsuit  can,  either  by  fraud  or  folly,  destroy  it.  Besides,  even  if 
these  rules  shou](l  be  set  aside  by  the  court,  the  board  may  already  have 
anticipated  the  decision  by  imposing  new  ones  equally  offensive  and  in- 
jurious, which,  by  changing  the  direction  of  the  pressure,  will  evade  the 
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decision  of  the  coart,  and  thas  the  raiDoas  process  may  be  continaed 
nntil  the  corporate  property  is  destroyed. 

I  come  now  to  the  seventh  section,  which  provides  for  the  enforcement 
of  the  decisions,  roles,  regulations,  directions,  and  orders  of  the  com- 
missioners in  case  of  noncompliance  with  them  by  the  corporations.  In 
the  great  majority  of  cases  they  would  doubtless  obey  rather  than  con- 
tend with  arbitrary  power  even  for  their  rights.  Bui  there  might  be 
cases  of  neglect  or  resistance,  and  the  bill,  therefore,  provides  that  in 
such  case  any  party  aggrieved  or  the  commissioners  may  file  their  bill 
in  equity  praying  a  decree  for  the  enforcement  of  said  decision^  rule^  regu- 
lation^ direction^  or  order j  and  aho  such  interlocutory  order  as  Jte  or  they 
may  deem  necessary — 

And  thereupon  it  ^hall  he  the  duty  of  the  Judge  of  the  court  in  which  the  hill  ie  filed  to 
direct  the  i»9ue  of  8uch  restraining  or  mandatory  injunction  as  will  compel  the  immediate 
performance  of  the  decision,  rule,  regulation,  direction,  or  order  of  said  commissioners. 

Then  follows  the  proviso  that  the  judge  be  satisfied  that  a  proper  case 
for  an  injunction  be  made  by  the  complainant.  This  would  be  done 
whenever  formal  proof  of  the  '*  decision,  rule,"  &c.,  of  the  commissioners 
and  of  its  neglect  or  violation  was  produced ;  otherwise  the  whole  pro- 
ceeding would  be  nugatory.  A  further  proviso  saves  from  the  opera- 
tion of  the  injunction  final  and  permanent  action  in  the  matter  of  repairs, 
additions,  and  changes,  whatever  that  may  mean.  Then  follow  pro- 
visions for  summary  trials  before  the  court  itself;  of  just  what  questions, 
whether  for  the  review  of  all  questionn  of  law  and  fact  involved  in  the 
original  decisions,  rule,  regulation,  direction,  or  order  of  the  commis- 
sioners, or  only  the  regularity  of  their  proceedings  under  the  law,  is  not 
clear,  but  probably  the  former.  In  any  view,  the  ordinary  right  in  a 
court  of  chancery  to  remit  questions  of  fact  to  a  jury  is  apparently 
denied^  for  the  proofs  shall  be  taken  within  the  shortest  time  possible 
to  be  limited  by  the  judge,  and  the  cause  shall  have  precedence  over  all 
other  business  in  any  court  in  which  it  may  be  pending,  and  may  be  heard 
either  in  court  or  at  chambers  upon  thirty  days'  notice  to  be  given  by 
either  party  to  the  other. 

Thus,  any  one  of  the  thousand  of  little  as  well  as  important  suits, 
whether  involving  single  dollars  or  millions,  sure  to  grow  out  of  this 
law  can  interrupt  and  postpone  the  gravest  litigation  of  the  country, 
whether  civil  or  criminal.  Such  a  provision  might  well  exist  for  a  sin- 
gle case,  comprehending  the  great  leading  rules  and  regulations  to  be 
deduced  from  the  charter  of  the  corporations.  Such  a  suit  is  proposed 
in  the  bill  herewith  submitted.  But  to  clog  the  regular  tribunals 
with  a  jam  of  suits  under  this  law  will  be  a  practical  denial  of  justice 
to  the  litigants  of  the  nation  at  large.  Mark  now  the  iron  harshness  of 
procedure  in  this  modern  Draconian  device  during  the  progress  of  the 
litigation  which  is  to  determine  whether  or  not  the  commissioners  them- 
selves have  violated  the  law : 

The  orders,  decrees^  or  judgments  of  said  judge  or  court  shall  not  he  superseded  hy  any 
honds  or  other  securities,  but  shall  remain  in  full  force  until  vaoatedi  modifiea,  or  reversed  hy 
the  judge  or  court  making  the  same  or  hy  the  United  States  Supreme  Court, 

1  assert  that  under  the  astonishing  provisions  of  this  bill  there  is  not 
a  railroad  corporation  in  the  country  which  could  survive  its  hostile 
administration  for  five  years. 

Sections  8  and  9  contain  provisions  relating  to  the  inspection  of  books, 
contracts,  &c.,  and  providing  for  reports  by  the  corporations  to  the  com 
missioners  and  by  the  commissioners  to  Congress. 

It  is  a  relief  to  be  able  to  dismiss  them  without  comment. 
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The  tenth  section  fixes  the  salaries  of  the  oommissioners  at  $10,000  and 
$2,500  for  their  clerk,  Trith  free  passes  for  the  entire  establishment  over 
the  roads  they  are  to  regulate  and  control ;  likewise  expenses  for  of- 
fices, books,  maps,  stationery,  and  other  expenses  incidental  to  the  dis* 
charge  of  their  duties,  which  will  no  doubt  be  modeled  upon  the  bills 
for  a  Gongressional  burial. 

All  these  are  first  to  be  paid  by  the  government  and  then  charged 
over  to  the  victimized  corporations. 

It  is  the  complete  application  upon  a  sublime  scale  of  the  old  rule 
which  required  the  payment  of  forty  shillings  for  the  privilege  of  being 
hung. 

I  deny  the  power  of  Congress  to  impose  any  special  tax  to  defiray  the 
general  expenses  of  the  nation  upon  a  corporation  without  its  consent 
This  expenditure  is  expressly  made  a  charge  upon  the  government  in  the 
first  instance,  and  Congress  has  no  power  under  the  right  of  alteration, 
amendment,  and  repeal,  or  any  other  power,  to  subject  the  corporations 
to  the  expenses  of  this  commission,  any  more  than  for  money  paid  out 
as  salaries  of  the  President  and  other  public  officers. 

Some  minor  provisions  remain,  but  I  cannot  stop  to  note  them  here. 

REVIEW  OP  THE  PROVISIONS  OP  THIS  BILL. 

I  have  thus  summarized  the  provisions  of  this  most  extraordinary 
bill,  the  arbitrary  and  despotic  elements  of  which  never  before  to  my 
knowledge  were  formulated  in  the  report  of  a  Congressional  committee. 
I  think  I  have  stated  the  nature  of  the  bill  with  moderation,  and  that 
a  serious  consideration  by  candid  minds  will  develop  toward  it  con- 
stantly increasing  antagonism. 

It  only  remains  for  me  to  state  a  few  further  leading  and  insuperable 
objections : 

First.  This  bill  proposes  to  create  a  monstrosity  vested  with  legislative 
powers  of  very  high  order. 

Second.  It  confers  upon  the  same  thing  judicial  powers,  and  the  still 
further  incongruous  function  of  acting  judicially  upon  questions  arising 
under  its  own  legislation. 

Third.  Calling  to  its  aid  the  regular  judiciary  of  the  country,  to  the 
neglect  of  all  other  duties,  and  in  violation  of  its  most  sacred  and  time- 
honored  forms  of  administration,  and  depriving  the  citizen  of  his  trial 
by  lury  and  of  his  property  without  due  process  of  law,  it  compels  com- 
pliance with  the  decrees  of  the  Triumvirate  even  when  that  decree  is  in 
violation  of  this  very  bill,  and  of  their  own  orders,  rules,  regulations, 
decisions,  and  decrees. 

The  bill  thus  vests  in  the  Triumvirate,  legislative,  judicial,  and  execu- 
tive power. 

The  idea  seems  to  have  grown  out  of  the  board  of  railway  commis- 
sioners of  Great  Britain,  which  is  the  ofi'spring  of  an  omnipotent  par- 
liament, which  combines  in  itself  all  the  essential  but  distinct  elements 
of  sovereignty,  and  can  delegate  them  as  it  chooses ;  but  even  there  the 
board  is,  in  practice,  little  more  than  a  court  of  arbitration,  which  may 
act  by  agreement  of  parties.  Massachusetts  has  adopted  something  of 
the  kind  in  theory,  but  in  practical  operation  her  commissioners  have 
never,  to  my  knowledge,  and  certainly  to  no  important  degree,  under* 
taken  to  exercise  the  alarming  functions  conferred  by  this  bill. 

In  our  form  of  government  the  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial 
powers  are  distinct  and  co-ordinate.  Though  forever  near,  they  are 
forever  separate,  and  neither  can  infringe  upon  the  other.    Neither  can 
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delegate  or  alienate  its  power.  Each  power  mast  be  exercised  by  the 
as^ency  created  by  tlie  GoastitatioD.  It  cannot  be  delegated  by  that 
agency. 

The  legislative  power  is  vested  in  Congress.  It  cannot  be  delegated 
to  a  board  or  to  any  other  tribnnaL  The  agent  cannot  delegate  his  func- 
tions to  a  sab-agent ;  this  will  be  conceded. 

What,  then,  is  a  legislative  act  t  It  is  making  laws,  rales  of  action, 
legarding  life,  liberty,  and  property. 

Thus,  the  legislative  power  may,  by  law,  fix  rates  of  transportation. 
It  did  so  in  the  Granger  cases,  and  the  Sapreme  Coart  holds  that  the 
law  is  valid. 

This  bill  confers  the  same  power  to  fix  rates  of  transportation  upon 
ike  commission.  If  it  is  a  legislative  act  when  performed  by  a  legislatare 
or  by  Oongre^  it  is  so  when  performed  by  the  commission.  It  is  fixing 
a  rale  of  action  which  regalates  and  controls  vast  property  rights  \  it  is 
legislation.  I  cannot  enlarge  here,  bat  refer  to  Gooley's  Constitational 
Limitations,  page  117,  &C.,  and  to  1  Ohio  (new  series),  Sailroad  vs.  Com- 
missioners of  Clinton  County,  page  88,  where  the  court  says,  after  elab- 
orate discussion  of  the  subject,  and  special  allusion  to  the  power  vested 
in  assessors  of  taxes,  &c. : 

Hie  tme  distinct ioo,  therefore,  is  between  the  delegation  of  power  to  make  the  law, 
which  neoeesariljT  involves  a  discretion  as  to  what  it  shall  be,  and  conferring  an  au- 
thority or  discretion  as  to  its  execution,  to  be  exercised  nnder  and  in  pursuance  of  the 
law.    Tktfmi  cannot  he  done;  to  the  latter  no  valid  objection  can  be  made. 

Of  the  essence  of  this  bill  is  the  legislative  power  which  it  confers  upon 
the  board  of  commissioners. 

It  cannot  be  said  that  its  rules  and  regulations,  decisions,  orders,  and 
decrees  are  not  rules  of  action  to  which  the  corporations  must  conform. 
^OT  can  it  be  said  that  if  this  bill  is  passed,  all  that  the  corporations 
need  do  is  to  resist  its  provisions,  and  that  the  courts  will  thereupon  set 
it  aside  if  it  is  decided  to  be  unconstitutional  and  void.  That  does  not 
prevent  t^e  bill,  if  passed,  being  a  legislative  act,  and  a  law  too,  until 
it  is  set  aside  by  the  courts.  The  presumption  will  be  that  it  is  a  con- 
stitutional law,  and  it  must  be  obeyed.  We  must  suppose  that  in  many 
instances  the  rules,  &c.,  of  the  board  will  be  submitted  to  rather  than 
^gage  in  litigation ;  but  that  does  not  change  their  intrinsic  nature  as 
an  invasion  of  right. 

The  question  is  not  how  shall  the  citizen  get  rid  of  an  unconstitu- 
tional law,  hut  ^uxll  we  deliberately  make  one,  because  we  think  he  will 
submit  to  it  rather  than  fight  t  Congress  may  enact  all  needful  legis- 
lation relating,  however  minutely,  to  the  regulation  of  these  corpora- 
tions, not  overthrowing  vested  rights,  and  the  courts  may  construe  and 
apply  it;  but  I  repeat  that  Congress  cannot  delegate  the  exercise  of  this 
power. 

Again,  much  of  the  power  of  the  commission  will  consist,  first,  in 
placing  upon  the  charters  and  previous  legislation  relating  to  the  roads 
that  constroction  which  they  think  proper,  and  also  upon  the  laws  they 
shall  themselves  from  time  to  time  ordain  and  establish,  and  the  appli- 
•oatiion  of  these  laws  to  particular  instances.  That  is  the  judicial  func- 
tion of  government.  The  judicial  power  is  vested  by  the  Constitution 
iii  one  Supreme  Court  and  such  inferior  courts  as  Congress  may  from 
time  to  time  ordain  and  establish. 

Now,  what  is  a  court  in  the  sense  used  by  the  Constitution  t  Simply 
the  tribunals  of  common  law  and  equity,  which  alone  have  ever  existed 
in  this  country  or  are  consistent  with  the  spirit  of  free  institutions.  But 
the  rights  of  property  are  protected  by  State  constitutions  and  laws  as 
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well  as  by  those  of  1^  United  States,  and  under  none  of  them  can  a 
man,  or  even  a  railroad  corponlioa,  be  dispossessed  of  property  bat  by 
due  process  of  law ;  a  provision  which  is  utterly  ignored  by  this  bill. 
This  bill  cannot  make  that  due  process  of  law  which  was  not  so  before. 
The*phrase  has  a  determinate  meaning,  and  is  fixed  in  the  fifth  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  as  a  two-edged  flaming  sword  to  cut  dowu  and 
consume  all  such  pretended  and  vagabond  courts  as  are  created  by  this 
bill  and  shall  be  found  prowling  about  the  Eden  of  our  liberties.  No; 
the  judicial  power  must  act  in  conformity  with  the  established  forms  of 
the  Oonstitution  and  the  laws.  The  exercise  of  this  function  in  any 
other  way  is  despotic  force;  and  legal  redress  failing  justifies  resistance 
to  the  death.  Just  that  thing  this  bill  proposes  that  this  commission 
shall  do. 

In  passing  from  this  subject  I  cite^the  following  extracts,  the  perti- 
nency of  which  will  be  apparent : 

The  legislative  power  extends  ouly  to  the  making  of  laws,  and  in  its  exercise  it  is 
limited  and  restrained  by  the  paramount  authority  of  the  Federal  and  State  oonstitn- 
tions.  It  cannot  directly  reach  the  property  or  vested  riffhts  of  the  citizen  by  provid- 
ing for  their  forfeiture  or  transfer  to  another  wiihout  trial  and  judgment  of  the  courts ; 
for  to  do  so  would  be  the  exercise  of  a  power  which  belongs  to  another  branch  of  the 
government,  and  is  forbidden  to  the  legislative.    {Xeiclanavs.  Marsh,  19  111.,  332.) 

That  is  not  legislation — 

Far  less  is  it  a  judicial  act— 

which  adjudicates  in  a  particular  case,  prescribes  the  rule  contrary  to  the  general  law, 
and  orders  it  to  be  enforced.  Such  power  assimilates  itself  more  closely  to  despotic 
rule  than  any  other  attribute  of  the  government.  {Ervine*8  Appeal,  16  Penn  St.  Repts., 
266.) 

I  believe  the  enactment  of  this  bill  into  a  law  is  properly  character- 
ized in  the  last  citation. 

Fourth.  To  control  the  transportation  of  a  country  is  to  control  the 
country,  and  to  fix  its  rates  of  transportation  and  prescribe  the  rules  and 
regulations  thereof  is  to  control  that  transportation.  To  vest  that  con- 
trol in  any  single  body  of  men  is  to  clothe  them  with  more  power  than 
is  possessed  by  any  monarch  to-day. 

In  our  country,  governed  by  popular  elections,  the  existence  of  a 
small  body  of  men  with  power  to  exact  from  all  the  railroads,  being  and 
to  be  west  of  the  Mississippi  Eiver,  conformity  to  its  will  in  favor  of 
one  candidate  or  another  is  to  organize  a  monopoly  of  political  power 
compared  with  the  evils  of  which  all  tbe  abuses  we  have  known  would 
be  works  of  purity  and  grace. 

The  board  of  commissioners  might  come  finally  to  be  the  creatures  of 
the  executive,  and  in  their  turn  re-elect  their  creator,  or  otherwise  as 
might  seem  to  them  good.  Or,  more  likely  still,  the  corporations  con- 
cerned, driven  by  such  cruel  and  unusual  legislation,  might  soon  become 
the  owners  of  the  board  itself,  and  thus  entrenched  behind  a  legal 
fortress  of  our  own  creation,  they  would  perpetrate  and  increase  all  the 
grievances  of  which  we  have  now  reason  to  complain  with  absolute  im- 
punity under  the  sanctions  of  the  commissioners  themselves.  Indeed, 
so  alert  is  one  of  the  great  political  parties,  even  now,  to  the  dangers 
and  advantages  which  are  inseparable  from  the  existence  of  this  pro- 
posed commission  as  a  source  of  dictation  and  plunder  in  elections,  that 
there  is  here  a  manifest  attempt  to  deprive  the  existing  executive  of  his 
undoubted  constitutional  right  of  appointment,  coupled  with  a  provision 
which  will  enable  any  future  executive  to  remove  the  board  at  will,  and 
fashion  its  power  and  purposes  to  his  own  and  bis  party's  end. 

Fifth.  If  this  scheme  should  prove  to  be  a  thing  of  power,  it  would 
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ioeTitably  develop  all  tbe  evils  which  I  have  endeavored  to  snggest, 
with  many  more.  On  the  other  hand,  if  it  should  prove  to  be  a  mere 
shAin  and  bauble,  a  tub  thrown  to  the  whale  of  transient  popular  feel- 
ing, like  the  granfscer  laws  of  the  West,  then  what  would  become  of  Uie 
aetml  grievances  which  exist  in  the  iise  and  operation  of  the  Union  Pa- 
dfie  Railroad  and  its  branches!  For  these  specific  wrongs  we  were 
called  upon  to  fiirnish  an  early  remedy.  They  will  simply  continue  and 
increase.    We  are  blind  men  striking  in  the  dark  with  a  boomerang. 

The  fifteenth  section  of  the  law  of  1864,  the  true  construction,  expo- 
sition, and  application  of  which  is  admitted  by  all  to  be  the  only  neces- 
sary thing,  which  might  be  obtained  within  one  year  from  the  Supreme 
Court,  and  at  once  thereafter  enforced  by  irresistable  sanctions,  will 
still  remain  upon  the  statute-book  uncoustrued  and  unapplied.  In  our 
effort  to  introduce  the  general  millennium  by  act  of  Congress  and  dan- 
gerous innovations,  we  shall  have  overlooked  and  perpetuated  the  evils 
which  we  might  remedy  by  a  sensible,  practical  measure  at  once. 

The  bill  of  the  majority,  borrowed  from  a  monarchy  and  full  of  viola- 
tions of  the  principles  of  civil  liberty  to  which  we  are  accustomed,  is  far 
worse  than  the  law  of  Great  Britain.  That  creates  in  practice  nardly 
more  than  a  board  of  brotherly  advice.  Whatever  it  is  there,  its  creation 
and  powers  are  derived  from  acts  of  an  omnipotent  Parliament,  which 
can  hang  the  Queen  to-morrow  and  yet  violate  no  law.  But  such  a  law 
as  is  here  proposed  is  a  monstrosity  in  a  country  like  ours,  and  as  danger- 
ous in  the  citadel  of  our  liberties  as  the  wooden  horse  in  Troy. 

The  fact,  if  it  be  a  fact,  that  this  sprout  of  monarchy  has  been  set  in 
tbe  soil  in  Massachusetts,  and  has  thus  far  flourished  in  the  shadow  of 
Banker  Hill,  exists,  if  at  all,  by  reason  of  the  exceptional  administrative 
parity  thus  far  of  the  commissioners,  and  their  care  to  avoid  the  exer- 
cise of  the  despotic  power  which  they  really  possess ;  or  because  the 
people  of  that  renowned  and  admirable  commonwealth,  in  their  eager- 
n^s  to  master  the  evils  incident  to  the  working  of  her  railroad  system, 
have  overlooked  the  dangerousnatureof  this  innovation  upon  our  system 
of  laws. 

No  doubt  that  an  able  and  impartial  board  of  commissioners,  clothed 
with  advisory  and  inspective  i)owers,  whose  dignity,  competency,  and 
high  character  should  lead  the  corporations  and  the  public  alike  to  repose 
confidence  in  their  opinions,  and  to  seek  relief  from  expensive  and  tardy 
litigation  by  willing  reference  to  them  of  difficulties  requiring  arbitra- 
tion, might  accomplish  very  great  good  to  the  country.  Such  are  the 
osef^il  functions  really  performed  by  the  commissioners  of  Great  Britain 
and  Massachusetts.    But  this  bill  proposes  no  such  tribunal. 

The  specific  evil  which  we  are  called  upon  to  redress  is  quite  within 
the  easy  management  of  the  common  tribunals  of  this  country.  There 
has  never  yet  been  that  earnest  effort  to  secure  action  by  the  courts 
which  characterizes  ordinary  litigation  before  a  justice  of  the  peace. 
With  all  the  mouthing  and  clamor,  it  was  admitted  before  the  commit- 
tee that  the  two  corporations  were  about  equally  guilty )  while  the  al- 
legations of  failure  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  government  were 
confined  to  tbe  single  instance  of  the  transportation  of  a  regiment  of 
troops,  in  which  matter,  however,  it  turned  out  that  the  Union  Pacific 
offered  to  carry  them  as  cheaply  as  its  rival,  nor  was  the  regiment  de- 
layed perceptibly  in  its  transportation  to  the  seat  of  war. 

Nothing  is  needed  in  this  case  but  a  little  real  effort  to  get  a  decision 
of  the  court,  which  no  party  has  ever  yet  seriously  tried  to  do.  In  the 
bill  which  is  submitted  herewith,  provision  is  made  for  this  purpose,  and 
the  Attorney-General  of  the  United  States  is  required  to  push  thel'pro- 
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ceedings,  and  while  secaring  all  the  rights  of  the  corporations,  to  pro- 
tect the  people ;  who,  notwithstanding  all  the  extraordinary  affection 
we  feel  for  them,  have  hitherto  been  sabstantially  overlooked  in  this 
controversy.  On  the  contrary,  the  bill  of  the  miyority,  in  addition  to 
postponing  the  remedy  for  years  by  tl^  litigation  which  mast  arise 
firom  its  novel  provisions,  proposes  a  measnre,  the  principles  of  which 
fully  carried  out  wonld  create  a  holocaust  of  their  civil  liberties. 

It  is  impossible  here  to  review  the  report  of  the  majority ;  but  I  wish 
to  say  that,  in  reaching  these  conclusions  upon  their  bill,  I  do  not  by 
any  means  follow  the  coarse  of  argument  attributed  by  them  to  the 
opponents  of  their  measure.  Nor  am  I  careful  to  avoid  the  charges  of 
^*  harshness  and  severity,"  which  are  suggested  by  the  sanctions  of  the 
bill  herewith  submitted  in  the  proposed  forfeiture  of  charters  and  pun- 
ishment of  officers  of  corporations  who  wilifuliy  shall  violate  or  neglect 
to  obey  tbe  decisions  of  the  regalar  courts  when  once  obtained.  I  would 
give  to  corporations  and  their  managers  M  the.  rights  ander  the  law 
which  belong  to  the  highest  or  the  lowest  citizien.  I  would  ascertain 
those  rights  by  due  process  of  law  through  the  usual  operation  of  the 
judicial  power,  and  then  hold  them  to  the  severest  accountability,  l^o 
other  coarse  is  oonsist^it  with  our  form  of  government  or  the  harmony 
and  prosperity  of  our  country. 

Earnestly  hoping  that  the  careful  attention  of  every  member  of  the 
House  will  be  given  to  this  extraordinary  measnre  of  the  majority,  and 
that  its  alarming  features  may  be  analyzed  and  exposed  by  abilities 
more  adequate  to  the  task  than  mine,  I  respectfully  submit  the  fore- 
going observations  and  the  accompanying  bill. 

HENRY  W.  BLAIB. 

I  coQcar  with  Mr.  Blair  in  opposition  to  the  bill  of  the  m^joritv. 

6BOBOE  M.  LANDERS. 


A  BILL  to  facilitate  the  early  Jadicial  constmotion  of  the  fifteenth  section  of  the  act  of 
Jaly  second,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-four,  entitled  ''An  act  to  amend  '  An  act 
to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  and  telegraph-line  from  the  Missouri  River 
to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  and  to  secure  to  the  government  the  use  of  the  same  for  postal, 
military,  and  other  purposes,'  approved  July  first,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-two.'' 

Whereas  controversies  have  arisen  as  to  the  trne  meaning  and  intent 
of  the  fifteenth  section  oi  the  act  of  Congress  approved  on  the  second 
day  of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-four,  entitled  '<  An  act  to  amend 
^  An  act  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  and  telegraph-line  from 
the  Missouri  River  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  and  to  secure  to  the  government 
the  use  of  the  same  for  postal,  military,  and  other  purposes,'  approved 
July  first,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-two,"  and  it  is  alleged  that  the 
Union  Pacific  Bailroad  and  its  branches  have  not  complied  with  the 
requirements  of  the  law  as  in  such  fifteenth  section  provided,  but  have 
violated  the  same,  to  the  great  injury  of  eaeh  other  and  of  the  public 
welClBtre;  and 

Whereas  a  suit  in  equity  is  now,  or  lately  was,  pending  in  the  dis- 
trict court  of  the  district  of  Nebraska,  in  which  the  Kansas  Pacific  Bail- 
way  Company  and  the  Denver  Pacific  Bail  way  and  Telegraph  Gompany 
are  plaintiffs,  and  the  Union  Pacific  Ibiilroad  Company  is  defendant, 
which  suit  is  founded  upon  said  fifteenth  section,  and  its  decision  will 
require  a  full  judicial  construction  and  exposition  of  the  law  aforesaid, 
and  will  settle  the  rights,  duties,  and  liabilities  of  all  parties  and  of  the 
public  under  the  same ;  and 
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Whereas  said  sait  has  already  been  partially  heard,  bat  an  order  of 
dismissal  has  been  entered  by  the  plaintiffs  because,  one  of  the  judges 
has  declined  to  decide  the  same  for  personal  reasons,  which  order  of 
dismissal  the  parties  are  desirous  may  be  vacated,  that  the  cause  may 
proceed  to  final  determination  in  the  courts :  Therefore, 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled^  That  said  suit  is  hereby  revived, 
and  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  shall  forthwith  designate  a 
jadge  of  the  circuit  court  or  of  the  Supreme  Court  before  whom,  with  the 
judge  of  the  district  aforesaid,  the  said  suit  shall  be  heard,  with  right 
of  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court  as  in  other  cases ;  and  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  both  said  courts  to  give  said  cause  and  all  proceedings  under 
this  act  precedence  of  all  other  business,  so  far  as  is  practicable,  with 
reference  to  a  speedy  and  just  decision. 

Srg.  2.  The  Attorney-General,  with  the  consent  of  the  parties,  if  the 
court  shall  deem  such  assent  necessary,  shall  be  required  to  appear  in 
said  suit  in  behalf  of  the  United  St.ates  and  of  the  public  interests,  and 
he  shall  raise  for  the  consideration  of  the  court  all  such  questions  of 
fact  and  of  law  touching  the  proper  construction  of  the  fifteenth  section 
of  the  law  aforesaid,  and  other  provisions  having  relation  to  the  same, 
as  shall  be  material,  so  that  the  interests  of  the  public  as  well  as  of  said 
companies  may  be  fully  heard,  and  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the 
law  may  be  judicially  declared.  And  if  either  of  said  companies  shall 
object  to  such  joinder  in  action  of  the  Attorney-General,  and  the  court 
shall  consider  such  objection  a  bar  to  such  joinder,  or  if  said  suit  shall 
be  discontinued  by  the  parties,  or  if,  being  discontinued,  an  order  to 
vacate  the  dismissal  and  to  reinstate  the  parties  and  proceedings  shall  be 
resisted  by  the  parties  and  not  entered  by  the  court,  and  by  reason  there- 
of, or  for  any  cause,  the  court  loses  jurisdiction  of  the  suit  aforesaid,  then 
the  Attorney-General  shall  proceed  forthwith  diligently  to  i  nquire  whether 
there  has  been  a  violation  of  said  fifteenth  section,  or  failure  to  comply 
therewith,  by  any  corporation,  or  person  in  the  employ  of  any  corpora- 
tion ;  and  if,  in  his  judgment,  there  has  been  such  failure  or  violation, 
or  if  hereafter,  in  his  judgment,  there  shall  be  any  such  failure  or  vio- 
lation, he  shall  cause  a  suit  in  equity  to  be  instituted,  in  the  name  of 
the  United  States,  against  such  corporation  or  person,  in  the  proper 
circuit  court,  in  which  suit  he  shall  charge  such  corporation  or  person 
with  such  violations  of  law  as  he  shall  have  discovered,  or  which  may  be 
brought  to  his  knowledge  from  any  source,  so  far  as  the  same  shall  be 
necessary  in  order  to  raise  all  material  questions  arising  under  the  fif- 
teenth section  aforesaid,  and  to  settle  the  true  intent  of  the  same.  And 
in  any  decision  under  this  act  the  court  shall  plainly  specify  the  general 
rales  and  regulations  arising  under  the  fifteenth  section  aforesaid  by 
and  in  accordance  with  which  the  Union  Pacific  Eailroad  and  its 
branches  shall  be  used  and  operated,  and  shall  answer  all  such  perti- 
nent questions  as  shall  be  raised  by  any  of  the  parties  in  such  pro- 
ceedings. 

Sec.  3.  Should  any  of  said  roads  or  branches,  in  their  corporate  ca- 
pacity, after  due  notice  of  the  final  decision  in  any  suit  under  this  act, 
intentionally  violate  or  neglect  to  obey  the  same,  and  the  rules  and  reg- 
ulations prescribed  as  aforesaid,  or  authorize  the  same  to  be  done,  such 
violation  or  neglect  shall  of  itself  constitute  a  forfeiture  of  the  franchise 
of  the  corporation,  so  far  as  the  same  is  subject  to  forfeiture,  to  the 
United  States ;  and  the  proper  circuit  court,,  subject  to  appeal  to  the 
Supreme  Court,  upon  application  of  the  Attorney-General,  in  any 
proper  form  of  remedy,  or  of  any  corporation  or  citizen  of  the  United 

H.  Kep.  620,  pt.  2 2 
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States,  and  proof  of  sach  act  of  forfeitare,  to  be  ascertained  by  dne 
process  of  law,  sl^all  make  an  order  transferring  the  possession,  man- 
agement-, operation,  and  control  of  sach  defaulting  road  or  branch  into 
the  hands  of  a  receiver,  to  be  appointed  by  the  court,  who  shall,  under 
the  direction  of  the  court,  protect,  control,  and  operate  the  same,  and 
disburse  and  invest  the  earnings  of  such  road  or  branch  until  action  by 
Congress  in  the  premises.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  court  to 
cause  the  AttomeyOeneral  to  be  informed  of  the  institution  of  any 
proceeding  under  this  section,  that  he  may  appear  and  protect  the  in- 
terests of  the  public  therein. 

Sec.  4.  Any  person  who  shall  have  participated  in  an  act  of  willful 
neglect  or  violation  of  the  decision  of  the  court,  or  of  such  rules  and 
regulations  as  the  court  may  prescribe  under  the  fifteenth  section  of  the 
act  of  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-four  aforesaid,  shall  be  subject  to  in- 
dictment therefor,  and  be  punished  by  fine  and  imprisonment,  or  both, 
in  the  discretion  of  the  court,  and  ever  afterward  shall  be  disqualified 
to  hold  any  office  or  to  fill  any  place  of  trust  in  such  corporation. 

Sec.  5.  Ko  proceeding  under  this  act  shall  be  a  bar  to  suits  for  private 
damages  or  to  any  remedy  now  existing  by  law;  and  any  form  of  legal 
remedy  which  now  exists  against  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  may  like- 
wise be  used  by  itself  or  any  other  party  against  the  Kansas  and  Pacific 
Eailway  Company  and  the  Denver  and  Pacific  Railway  and  Telegraph 
Company  or  any  branches  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  Company. 


45th  Congress,  \  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES.       i  Report 
2d  Session.        f  \  No.  621. 


THE  AUSTINTOPOLOVAMPO  PACIFIC  ROUTE. 


iPRiL  17, 1878. — Committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 

Union,  and  ordered  to  be  primed. 


Ur.  Throckmorton,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pacific  Railroad,  sub- 
mitted the  following 

REPOET: 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  112.] 

The  Committee  oh  the  Pacific  Railroad^  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  H.  R. 
112,  having  liad  tlie  same  wider  consideration^  beg  leave  to  report  back  as 
foUows : 

The  Anstln-Topolovampo  Pacific  route  was  advocated  before  the 
committees  on  the  Pacific  Railroad  of  the  second  session  of  the  Forty- 
third  Congress,  favorably  reported  by  the  House  subcommittee,  and 
»o  well  considered  by  the  Senate  Committee,  that  in  an  official  commn- 
Dication  dated  February  9, 1875  (see  paper  3,  page  7,  official  pamphlet), 
the  subject  (Senate  bill  1199)  was  referred  to  the  War  Department  for 
examination  and  report. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  first  session  of  the  Forty-fourth  Congress, 
said  examination  and  report  of  the  War  Department,  accompanied  by 
arguments,  letters,  and  maps,  relative  to  the  subject,  were  submitted 
back  recommended  to  the  Senate  committee.  These  communications 
are  contained  in  an  official  pamphlet  of  ^  pages,  and  on  page  11  is 
found  the  report  of  '<  the  board  of  officers  of  the  Corps  of  Engineers," 
appointed  by  Special  Orders  No.  21  (see  paper  6,  page  9,  official  pam- 
phlet), which  reads : 

In  brief,  the  conclosions  of  the  board  are  as  follows : 

First.  That  a  railroad  bailt  on  the  proposed  route  wonid  be  of  great  utility. 

Secoud.  That  the  feasibility  of  it  remains  to  be  determined  by  a  survey. 

H.  G.  WRIGHT, 
Lieuienant'Colonel  of  Engineers,  Bvt,  Maj.  Gen, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 
Major  of  Engineers,  Bvt,  Maj,  Gen,  U.  S.  A. 

HENRY  L.  ABBOTT, 
Major  of  Engineers,  Bvt,  Brig.  Gen, 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chitf  of  Engineers,  U,  S,  A,,  Washington,  D.  C, 

• 

During  the  first  session  of  the  Forty-fourth  Congress,  a  bill  directing 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  make  a  survey  and  report  of  the  most  feasible 
route  from  Austin,  Tex.,  to  Topolovampo,  Mexico,  was  adopted  by  both 
committees  on  the  Pacific  Railroad,  and  reported  therefrom ;  but,  by 
reason  of  complications  peculiar  to  that  Congress,  no  action  was  obtained 
in  either  the  Senate  or  House. 

The  said  route,  if  found  to  be  practicable,  will  give  all  the  important 
centers  of  industry  and  population  in  the  United  States  aud  Canada, 
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east  of  the  Rocky  Monntains,  the  great  lakes,  and  the  Saint  Lawrence 
Valley,  and  every  port  on  the  Atlantic  coast  of  this  country,  a  short, 
convenient,  and  uninterrupted  line  of  communication  with  the  Pacific 
Ocean,  and  will  directly  promote  the  development  of  commercial  and 
social  intercourse  between  the  forty-five  millions  of  people  living  on  the 
Atlantic  slope  of  North  America  and  the  nine  million  inhabitants  of 
Mexico,  apart  from  the  consideration  it  may  command  as  a  link  in  one 
of  the  most  economical  routes  between  Europe  and  Asia.  It  is  urged  in 
the  interest  of  the  whole  country,  and  is  independent  of  particular  indi- 
viduals, organizations,  or  sections,  so  far  as  has  come  to  the  knowledge 
of  your  committee. 

There  has  never  been  published  any  official  information  of  scientific 
or  commercial  value  relative  to  the  section  of  onr  continent  in  question, 
although  fifty  surveys  were  made  by  the  War  Department,  between 
1853  and  1868,  for  the  purpose  of  reporting  military,  postal,  and  com- 
mercial highways  from  the  waters  of  the  Mississippi  to  the  Pacific,  in- 
cluding surveys  along  the  32d,  35th,  41st,  47th,  48th,  and  49th  paral- 
lels. Large  sums  of  money  and  much  labor  have  been  expended  by  the 
Navy  Department  in  effecting  explorations  for  canal  and  railway  routes 
across  the  isthmuses  of  Tehuantepec,  Nicaragua,  Panama,  and  Darien. 
The  deep-sea  soundings  for  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Ocean  cables ;  the 
surveys  of  the  Dead  Sea,  of  the  South  Pacific  Islands,  of  the  harbors  of 
Japan  and  China,  of  the  Oulf  of  California,  of  Topolovampo  Harbor,  of 
the  Amazon  Eiver,  of  the  Polar  Seas,  &c.,  &c.,  have  been  and  are  being 
prosecuted  by  our  government  for  the  purpose  of  diffusing  reliable  in- 
formation in  the  interests  of  society,  science,  and  commerce.  The  War 
Department  also  commissioned  John  C.  Fremont,  then  a  civil  engineer, 
to  traverse  the  central  plateau  and  Rocky  Mountains,  and  to  search  for 
and  report  upon  a  wagon-road  through  Mexican  Territory,  under  which 
instructions  the  said  Fremont  conducted  three  separate  surveys. 

The  permission  so  cordially  given  by  the  Mexican  Oovernment  in 
1876  to  extend  said  explorations  from  the  Eio  Oraude  across  her  do- 
main to  the  waters  at  Topolovampo  was  accorded  in  answer  to  a  com- 
munication from  the  Secretary  of  State,  made  at  the  suggestion  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States. 

The  harbor  of  Topolovampo  has  been  surveyed  and  reported  three 
times  by  the  United  States  Navy.  It  is  a  mountain-locked  harbor  and 
has  a  water-surface  of  54  square  miles,  with  an  anchorage  area  of  13 
square  miles  of  from  3^  to  15  fathoms,  and  a  depth  over  its  bar  sufficient 
to  carry  the  largest  vessels. 

For  fifteen  years  the  United  States  Government  has  not  taken  a  step, 
either  by  treaty  or  by  survey,  to  encourage  our  people  to  make  their  in- 
dustries inter-dependent  with  those  of  Mexico,  although  it  is  abun- 
dantly on  record  that  the  latter  country  can  furnish  us  with  all  the  trop- 
ical medicines,  woods,  fruits,  &;c.,  which  we  now  obtain  under  so  many 
disadvantages  from  Cuba  and  Brazil — a  trade  which  amounts  to  $200,- 
000,000  annually,  and  for  which  the  9,000,000  citizens  of  Mexico  would 
receive  in  exchange  our  surplus  articles  of  manufacture. 

For  these,  among  other  reasons,  your  committee  suggest  the  impor- 
tance of  the  proposed  survey,  and  recommend  that  the  bill  No.  112,  here- 
with reported  back,  be  passed. 


45th  Congress,  )    HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES.    (  Report 
2d  Session.       )  \  No.  622. 


AMENDING  THE  VARIOUS  PACIFIC  RAILROAD  ACTS. 


April  17, 1678.— Committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 

Union  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Chalmers,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pacific  Railroad,  submitted 

the  following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  biU  H.  R.  4158.] 

The  Committee  on  the  Pacific  Railroad,  to  whom  was  referred  H.  R. 
4158,  entitled  '<A  bill  to  alter  and  amend  the  act  entitled  ^An  act  to  aid 
iu  the  constrnction  of  a  railroad  and  telegraph  line  from  the  Missoari 
Biver  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  and  to  secure  to  the  government  the  use  of 
the  same  for  postal,  military,  and  other  purposes,'  approved  July  1, 
1862,  and  also  to  alter  and  amend  the  act  of  Congress  approved  July 
2, 1S64,  in  amendment  of  said  first-named  act,''  report  back  the  same, 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass. 

And  now,  iu  support  of  their  views,  your  committee  present  the  fol- 
lowing statement  of  facts : 

Union  Pacific, 
Capital  stock,        paid $36,762,300  00 

GoyerDment  loan,  principal $27,286,512  00 

Interest  paid  by  government  on  above 15,969,801  45 

43, 206, 313  45 
lotereet  repaid  government  by  half  transportation  accoant,  and  cov- 
ered into  the 'A^asury 5,134,327  84 

Balance  dae  government  January  31,  1878,  exclusive  of  its  claim  for 
interest  npon  the  interest  it  has  paid 38,071,985  61 

Bnt  the  company  claims  farther  credits  that  have  not  been  allowed, 
and  some  of  which  are  iu  Utigation,  to  wit :  1,299,652  + 1,600,000  =       2, 899, 652  00 


Leaving 35,172,333  61 

as  the  indebtedness  to  the  government,  should  said  further  credits  be 
{     allowed,  exclusive  of  the  government's  claim  for  interest  upon  interest 
!     above  mentioned. 
I       As  to  the  foregoing  see — 

1       Report  of  Secretary  of  Interior  for  1877,  Forty-fifth  Congress,  second 
session,  Ex.  Doc.  1,  part  5,  vol.  1,  pp.  xxiv,  xxv,  xxvii,  xxix,  xxx. 
Pablic  debt  statement  for  January,  1878. 

The  interest  (payable  in  semi-annual  installments)  which  the  gov- 
ernment pays  annually  upon  its  loan  to  the  company — G  per  cent,  on 
«27,236,512— is  $1,634,190.72. 

The  first  mortgage  of  the  company,  and  whose  lien  is  prior  to  that  of 
the  government,  is  for  about  the  same  amount  as  the  government  loan, 
aDd  bears  the  same  rate  of  interest.  The  annual  interest  on  it  is,  there- 
fore, about  $1,634,190.72.  It  is  stated  by  the  government  directors  (see 
report,  ante,  p.  828)  as  $1,633,920. 

The  total  funded  indebtedness  of  the  company  June  30, 1877  (see 
Secretary's  report,  ante,  xxv),  was  $78,733,712. 
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The  items  of  this  iudebtedness  (see  manascript  report  of  the  company 
to  the  Secretary  for  1877)  were  as  follows  : 

First-mortgage  bonds $27,232,000 

SinkiDg-fund  mortgage  bonds 14, 188,000 

Income  bonds 1,000 

Land-grant  bonds 7,374,000 

Omaha  bridge  bonds 2,225,000 

Certificates  for  bonds 477,200 

United  States  bonds  loaned 27,236,512 

Total  funded  debt,  including  government  loan 78, 733, 712 

The  nature  of  this  indebtedness  is  more  fully  shown  by  the  report  of 
the  government  directors  for  1876  (pamphlet,  17),  as  follows : 

Statement  of  the  funded  debt  of  the  company  June  30, 1876. 


Name  of  bonds. 

Amount 
issued. 

Amount 
redeemed. 

Amount 
outstanding. 

Bate  of  interest. 

Coupons  payable. 

First  mortgage . . 
Sinking  fund  .... 
Jnoomo  -...•■,   T  - 

137.337,000 

14. 470, 000 

9, 355. 000 

10. 400, 000 

3,500,000 

15,000 

144,000 

9,345.000 

3,889,000 

321,000 

#37.333,000 

14,386.000 

10,000 

7, 511, 000 

9,379,000 

6  per  cent.,  gold 

8  per  cent.,  currency. 

10  per  cent.,  currency. 

7  per  cent.,  currency. 

8  per  cent.,  gold 

January  and  July. 
March  and  Septem  her. 
Last  coupon,  sept., '74. 
April  and  October. 
Do. 

Land-grant 

Omaha  bridge ... 

Total  oatstfl 
United  States  fori 

Grand  total 

iodine      ......    r-TT'r*,t-T.. 

51,358,000 
87, 336, 513 

S  per  ct.  corrency  bonds. 

78,594,513 

The  floating  debt  of  the  company  on  August  28, 1876,  was  |740,153.  This  inclades 
$82,703.20  of  oatstandin^  overdue  coupons.  Against  this  the  company  holds,  sinking- 
fund  bonds,  amount  owned  by  the  company  June  30, 1876,  $1,530,000  ;  United  States, 
amount  due  the  company  for  one-half  approved  accounts  for  transportation  June  30, 
1876, 11,252,505.92,  and  interests  in  several  railroads  in  Colorado  and  Ut-ah  more  or  less 
directly  connected  with  its  line. 

la  consideriDg  the  qaestion  of  the  ability  of  the  company  to  comply 
with  the  requirements  of  the  pending  bill,  as  proposed  to  be  amended, 
the  floating  debt  of  the  company  may  be  laid  oat  of  view,  as  it  is  very 
small,  less  than  $1,000,000,  and  the  available  assets  of  the  company  are 
more  than  sufficient  to  extingaish  it  at  any  moment*  The  land-grant 
bonds  may  also  be  laid  out  of  view,  for  the  land-grant  is  sufficient  not 
only  to  pay  the  current  interest  upon  them,  but  also  the  principal  when 
due,  and  leave  a  large  surplus  to  be  applied  to  the  other  indebtedness 
of  the  company.  The  land-grant  was  about  12,000,000  acres.  (See  Be- 
port  Ko.  440,  H.  of  K.,  44th  Cong.,  1st  sess.,  page  3,  note  15.) 

And  see  Keport  of  Government  Directors  for  1877  (Report  of  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior,  ante,  p.  821),  who  say : 

The  laud  granted  to  the  company  is  mortgaged  to  secure  the  payment  of  the  land- 
grant  bonds.  Number  of  acres  sold,  1,341,779.30 ;  amount  due  company  on  contracts, 
$3,049,134.53.  Principal  received,  $2,618,293.71;  interest, $442,681.79;  total,  $3,060,775.50. 
Acres  sold  during  last  year,  67,971..53 ;  average  price  per  acre,  $2.92. 

In  view  of  the  grasshopper  scourge  which  has  afflicted  Nebraska  for  several  years 
past,  the  number  of  acres  of  land  sold  by  the  company  during  the  last  year  is  a 
gratifying  surprise,  and  now  that  the  scourge  seems  to  have  passed  away,  and  immi- 
gration is  again  pouring  into  the  State,  the  sales  in  the  future  must  increase  rapidly. 

The  amount  of  land-grant  bonds  originally  issued  was $10, 400, 000  00 

Amount  outstanding  June  30, 1877 7,374,000  00 

Amount  retired  from  sales  of  land 3,026,000  00 

**  Undoubtedly  the  land  ^ant  will  retire  the  land-grant  bonds,  and  leave  a  large 
surplus  over  for  the  extinguishment  of  other  indebtedness  of  the  company.'' 
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RECEIPTS  AND  OPERATING  EXPENSES. 

The  gross  receipts  and  operating  expenses  of  the  company  for  the  last 
four  years  were  as  follows : 


For  the  year  endiiij;— 


Jose  30, 1874, 
;iuie30,I975. 
Jaoe  3Q,  1876 . 
Jo&e  30, 1877 . 


Arerage  annual  net  receipts . 


Na  of 
report. 


S3 

18 

11 

8S5 


Groas 
receipts. 


$10, 346, 760  16 
11,522.021  54 
12, 113, 990  69 
13, 719, 343  82 


Operating 
ezpenaea. 


15,089,789  17 
5, 373, 655  87 
5, 447. 819  S7 
5,402,253  84 


Net 
receipts. 


$5. 156, 970  99 
6. 048, 365  67 
6,666,171  42 
8,317,091  58 


36, 188, 599  66 


6, 547, 149  91 


Average  annnal  gross  receipts,  less  o])eratiDg  expenses,  as 
ante $6,547,149  91 

Deduct  interest  on  first  mortgage $1,633,920  00 

Fire  per  cent,  on  net  earnings,  payable  to  government, 
under  existing  law,  say 245,661  00 

One-half  transportation,  payable  to  government  under 
existing  law,  say 4*21,311  87 

Interest  on  company's  sinking-fund  bonds,  8  per  cent,  on 
$14,326,000 1,146,080  00 

Interest  on  income-bonds,  10  percent,  on  $10,000 1, 000  00 

Interest  on  Omaha  bridge  bonds,  8  per  cent,  on  $2,279,000 .        182, 320  00 

One-half  transportation  account  to  be  paid  into  the  sink- 
ing fund  as  per  bill 421,311  87 

Farther  sums  to  be  paid  to  same  as  ver  bill 850,000  00 

4,901,604  74 

Leaving  for  dividends  among  stockholders 1, 645, 545  17 

Being  about  4^  per  cent,  on  the  nominal  amount  of  the  stock,  or  6^ 
per  cent,  on  its  present  market  value. 

From  the  foregoing  it  will  be  seen  that  the  amount  the  company  will 
have  to  pay  annually  to  the  government  and  the  sinking  fund,  should 
tlie  bill  we  report  become  a  law,  will  be  about  as  follows : 

Five  per  cent,  of  net  earning  payable  under  existings  law $245, 661  00 

One-half  transjiortation  account,  payable  under  existiug  law 421, 311  00 


Into  the  sinking  fund : 

One-half  transiMrtation  account,  say $421,311  00 

Cash 850,000  00 


666, 972  00 


1,271,311  00 


Total 1,938,283  00 

As  the  annual  interest  payable  by  the  government  is  $1,634,190.72 
the  above  sum  would  provide  only  $304,092  annually  for  the  payment  of 
the  principal  of  the  government  loan. 


CENTRAL  PACIFIC. 


"This  company  embraces,  by  consolidation  (besides  the  original  Central  Pacific  Com- 
ptny),  the  Western  Pacific,  the  California  and  Oregon,  the  San  Francisco,  Oakland 
&nd  Alameda,  and  the  San  Joaquin  Valley  Companies."— Report  of  Secretary  of  Inte- 
rior for  1877,  p.  XXV. 

Three  of  these  roads,  the  original  Central  Pacific,  the  Western  Pacific, 
and  the  California  and  Oregon,  whose  aggregate  length  is  about  1,027 
miles,  have  received  subsidies  from  the  government,  the  lastnamed m 
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lands.    The  other  roads,  whose  aggregate  length  is  about  1S7  miles, 
have  not  directly  received  such  sabsidies. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  in  ascertaining  the  5  per  cent,  of  net  earn- 
ings to  which  the  government  is  entitled  under  the  charter,  the  earnings 
of  the  non-subsidized  roads  are  not  to  be  taken  into  account.  Such  was 
not  the  view  taken  by  the  company  in  1872.  In  the  report  of  the  direct- 
ors to  the  stockholders  for  that  year  the  directors  said  (page  12): 

Since  the  couatrnction  of  year  road  to  a  janction  with  the  Uaion  Pacific  at  Ogden, 
there  have  been  added  to  it  by  constrnction  and  consolidation  4e)0  miles,  viz :  Western 
division,  141  miles ;  Oregon  division,  152  miles ;  San  Joaquin,  146  miles ;  San  Jos^,  18 
miles ;  Alameda,  17  miles ;  Oakland,  6  miles.  All  these  additions  to  the  main  line  have 
proven  at  once  profitable  investments,  adding  to  and  with  themselves  increasing  the 
pro-rata  earnings  and  net  income  of  each  mile  of  the  whole. 

And  treating  of  the  "  relations  of  your  road  to  the  government"  and 
referring  to  the  additions  above  mentioned,  they  said  (page  15) : 

AU  the  additions  are  consolidated  with  the  main  line  and  are  equally  with  it  security 
to  the  government  for  its  loan,  and  these  additions  are  and  will  ever  be  more  valuable 
per  mile  than  the  greater  part  of  the  main  line. 

This  view  is,  perhaps,  in  some  degree  supported  by  the  decision  of 
the  Supreme  Court  in  St.  John  vs.  The  Erie  Railway  Company ;  but  we 
do  not  feel  called  upon  to  express  an  opinion  upon  it.  For  whether  it  is 
correct  or  whether  the  earnings  of  the  subsidized  roads  alone  are  to  be 
taken  into  account,  the  company  will  be  able,  without  difficulty,  to  com- 
ply with  the  provisions  of  the  bill  herewith  reported. 

The  capital  stock  of  the  company  paid  in  is  (report  of  Secretarv  of 
Interior  for  1877, p.  xxv) J"...    $54,275,500  00 

The  government  loan  is — 

To  Central  Pacific 25,885,120  00 

To  Western  Pacific 1,970,560  00 

27,855  680  00 
Interest  paid  by  United  States  to  October  31, 1877,  on  Central  Pacific 

loan,  and  not  reimbursed 12,519,447  11 

Interest  paid  by  United  States  to  October  31, 1877,  on  Western  Pacific 

loan,  and  not  reimbursed 988,891  54 

Total,  October  31,1877 41,364,018  C5 

(Report  of  Secretary,  supra,  p.  xxix.) 

This  is  exclusive  of  a  claim  by  the  government  for  interest  upon  the 
interest  it  has  paid. 

The  government  pays  (in  semi-annual  installments)  interest  on  its 
subsidy-bonds  amounting  annually  to  6  per  cent,  on  $27,885,680= 
$1,671,340.80. 

under  the  power  conferred  by  the  charter  the  company  has  issued 
first-mortgage  bonds,  whose  lien  is  paramount  to  that  of  the  United 
States,  to  about  the  same  amount,  and  bearing  the  same  rate  of  interest. 

The  funded  debt  of  the  company,  according  to  the  report  of  the 
directors  to  the  stockholders  for  1876  (the  last  report  we  have  been  able 
to  obtain),  was,  on  December  31, 1876,  as  follows: 
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The  gross  earnings  of  the  road,  less  the  operating  expenses,  for  the 
years  1872  to  1876,  both  inclusive,  as  stated  in  the  reports  of  the  directors 
to  the  stockholders,  were  as  follows : 

1872 $6,952,36173 

1873 7,894,68146 

1874 8, 342, 898  T6 

1875 9,177,882  09 

1876 9,137,004  W 

Total  for  five  years 41,504,828  77 

Average  aunnal  net  receipts 8,300,965  75 

If  we  deduct  the  interest  upon  the  first  mortgage  bonds,  as  well  as 
the  operating  expenses,  from  the  gross  receipts,  the  acconnt  ifor  said  five 
years  would  stand  as  follows : 

Gross  receipts,  less  operating  expenses §41,504,828  77 

Deduct  5  years'  interest  on  first-mortgage  bonds,  $1,671,340.80  x  5 8, 356, 704  OC 


Not  earnings  for  5  years 33,148,124 


n 


Average  annual  net  earnings 6,629,624  9^ 

5  per  cent,  on  which  is  $331,481. 

We  think  that  the  net  earnings  of  the  road  in  the  future  will  not  be 
less  than  they  were  in  the  five  years  above  named.  In  our  opinion  thej 
will  be  much  greater.  We  may  therefore  expect  that,  if  the  bill  wc 
report  shall  become  a  law,  and  it  be  held  that  the  earnings  of  the  non- 
subsidized  as  well  as  the  subsidized  portions  of  thjB  road  are  to  be  takes 
into  account  (which  is,  as  we  understand,  one  of  the  questions  now  ic 
litigation),  the  5  per  cent,  to  be  paid  to  the  government  in  the  future, 
and  immediately  applicable  to  reimburse  the  government,  will  not  b( 
less  than  the  sum  aforesaid,  $331,481  annually.  If  the  earnings  of  th( 
non-subsidized  portions  of  the  road  be  omitted,  it  may  not  exceed 
$250,000. 

HALF   TEANSPOETATION  ACCOUNT. 

We  think  that  the  half  transportation  account  of  this  company,  in  th( 
future,  immediately  applicable  to  reimburse  the  government,  may  b( 
safely  estimated  at  $200,000  per  annum.  The  account  in  the  past  war 
rants  this  estimate.  It  is  more  probable  that  this  estimate  is  too  lo\f 
than  that  it  is  too  high. 

Estimating  the  5  per  cent,  of  net  earnings  and  half  the  transportation 
account,  in  the  future,  at  $500,000,  in  round  numbers,  we  propose  that 
the  other  half  of  the  transportation  account,  say  $200,000,  shall  be  paid 
into  the  sinking-fund,  and  that  the  company  be  required  to  pay  into  the 
same  the  further  sum  of  $1,200,000  annually.  This  would  require  ac 
annual  payment  to  the  government  and  sinking  fund,  according  to  th( 
foregoing  estimates,  about  as  follows : 

5  per  cent,  of  net  earnings,  payable  nnder  existing  law,  say $300, 00( 

One-half  transportation  account,  payable  nnder  existing  law,  say 200, 00( 

500, 00( 
Into  the  sinking-fund : 

One-half  transportation  account,  say $200, 000 

Cash 1,200,000 

1,400.00( 

Total 1,900,00( 

Being  about  the  same  amount  that  the  bill  we  report  requires  of  th< 
Union  Pacific. 
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That  tbe  company  can  make  these  payments  and  have  a  sarplus  suffi- 
cient for  handsome  dividends  to  its  shareholders  is  easily  demonstrated 
from  the  facts  already  stated.  But  the  same  thing  is  shown  more  con- 
cisely by  its  statements  of  profit  and  loss  in  the  directors'  reports  foV 
1875  and  1876  to  the  stockholders. 

£j  the  report  for  1875  it  appears  that,  after  paying  all  expenses  and 
interest,  the  company  paid  to  its  shareholders  dividends  amounting  to 
10  per  cent,  on  the  nominal  amount  of  their  stock ;  amount  paid, 
$5,427,550,  and  it  had  a  surplus  t)f  $10,305,953  left. 

In  1876,  after  paying  all  expenses  and  interest,  it  paid  dividends 
amounting  to  8  per  cent,  on  the  nominal  amount  of  the  stock ;  amount 
paid,  $4,342,040,  and  had  a  surplus  of  $10,205,589.27  left.  If  we  take 
these  two  years  as  a  guide  for  the  future — and  we  think  that  we  may 
safely  do  so — the  annual  amount  that  will  be  divided  among  the  share- 
holders, should  no  sinking  fund  be  created,  will  be  9  per  cent,  on  the 
nominal  value  of  the  stock,  $4,883,795. 

If  the  bill  we  report  become  a  law,  this  amount  would  be  diminished 
by  the  amount  required  to  be  paid  into  the  sinking  fund,  say  $1,400,000, 
leaving  $3,483,795,  after  the  payment  of  all  expenses  and  interest  and 
the  payments  into  the  sinking  fund,  to  be  divided  among  the  share- 
holders, being  6j\j  per  cent,  on  the  nominal  value  of  their  stock. 

Even  were  the  earnings  of  the  non-subsidized  roads  omitted — which,. 
in  our  opinion,  ought  not  to  be  done  in  estimating  the  ability  of  the  com- 
pany to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  bill— it  would  still  be  able 
to  divide  from  4^  per  cent,  to  5  per  cent,  among  its  stockholders — a 
dividend  that  comparatively  few  roads  in  the  United  States  are  able  to 
make. 

On  this  subject,  see  report  for  1877  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
pp.  xxxi,  xxxii,  and  xxxiii. 

From  the  foregoing  statement  it  will  be  seen  that  after  giving  said 
companies  credit  for  5  per  cent,  of  their  net  earnings  and  one-half  their 
account  against  the  government  for  transportation,  it  is  estimated  that 
their  indebtedness  to  the  United  States  will  amount,  at  maturity,  to 
about  9122,000,000 ;  add  principal  of  first-mortgage  bonds,  $55,000,000, 
and  we  will  have  due  fully  $177,000,000. 

To  secure  this  we  have  2,000  miles  of  road,  or  1  mile  for  every 
$38,500.  No  one  pretends  that  this  is  adequate  security  for  the  debt. 
The  officers  of  the  roads  admit  it  is  not,  while  many  railroad  experts 
claim  that  a  better  new  road  could  now  be  built  for  $25,000  a  mile.  The 
stockholders  have  failed  to  create,  voluntarily^  any  sinking  fund  for  the 
payment  of  these  debts,  and  are  annually  distributing  from  six  to  twelve 
millions  of  dividends  among  themselves,  and  have  boldly  warned  us 
that  when  they  have  grown  rich  out  of  its  incomes  the  road,  like  a  gold- 
mine robbed  of  its  ore,  may  be  turned  over  to  the  first-mortgage  bond- 
holders for  their  debt. 

The  duty  of  Congress  to  protect  the  government  and  the  people  from 
such  threatened  loss  by  every  lawful  means  in  its  power  is  too  plain  to 
admit  of  argument.    The  only  question  is.  What  can  we  do  f 

The  poicer  of  Congress. 

Railroads,  as  artificial  arteries  of  trade,  have  surpassed  their  prede- 
cessors, canals,  in  importance,  and  have  become  the  rivalsof  rivers,  the 
great  natural  highways  on  water,  and  the  Pacific  Kailroad  has  been 
called  the  Mississippi  of  the  East  and  West. 

The  policy  of  granting  governmental  aid  to  the  building  of  a  railroad 
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to  the  Pacific  was  developed  soon  after  our  acqaisition  of  territory  from 
Mexico,  and  three  routes  were  surveyed,  under  orders  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,  for  that  purpose.  Sectional  jealousies  prevented  the  adoption 
of  either  of  these  routes  prior  to  the  war  of  secession,  but  during  that 
struggle  the  necessity  for  preserving  the  Union,  and  the  danger  appre- 
hended from  foreign  powers,  hastened  the  consummation  of  this  project. 

In  the  act  of  1862  large  grants  of  land  and  loans  of  credit  were  made 
to  the  Union  and  Central  Pacific  companies  for  the  purpose  of  construct- 
ing a  railroad  from  the  Missouri  Eiver  to  the  Pacific  Ocean ;  and  char- 
tered privileges  were  granted,  upon  condition  that  the  government 
should  have  a  first  mortgage  for  the  repayment  of  its  money,  and  that 
5  per  cent,  of  the  net  earnings,  and  the  whole  of  the  transportation  ac- 
count of  said  roads,  should  be  annually  applied  to  the  payment  thereof, 
with  the  proviso  that  <<  Congress  may  at  any  time,  having  a  due  regard 
for  the  rights  of  said  companies  named  herein,  add  to,  alter,  amend,  or 
repeal  this  act."  These  words  either  meant  something,  or  they  meant 
nothing.  If,  as  is  now  contended  by  some,  no  addition,  alteration,  or 
amendment  can  be  made  to  or  of  this  act,  so  far  as  the  same  relates  to 
the  loan  of  money  therein  provided  for,  without  the  consent  of  the  cor- 
porations, then  these  words  meant  nothing,  for  every  charter  may  be 
amended,  and  every  contract  may  be  altered,  without  original  stipula- 
tion therefor,  provided  it  be  done  with  mutual  consent  of  the  contract- 
ing parties. 

Prior  to  the  enactment  of  this  charter,  the  courts  had  held  that  a 
charter  was  a  contract,  and  that  its  terms  could  not  be  altered  by  the 
legislature  without  the  consent  of  the  parties,  unless  the  power  so  to 
alter  had  been  reserved  in  the  act.  With  a  knowledge  of  these  decis- 
ions before  it.  Congress  passed  this  act,  and  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  it 
intended  what  it  said,  namely,  that  Congress  should  have  power,  at  any 
time,  to  <^add  to,  alter,  amend,  or  repeal"  the  same,  provided  always 
the  purpose  of  the  act  remained  unchanged.  The  limitation  that  such 
power  should  be  exercised  with  ''  a  due  regard  to  the  rights  of  the  com- 
panies "  is  a  clear  intimation  of  the  legislative  belief  that  in  the  absence 
of  such  limitation  a  subsequent  Congress  might  make  any  alterations  it 
saw  fit,  without  any  such  ^'  regard  to  the  rights  of  the  companies." 
That  Congress  has  power  to  amend  this  act  is  evident  from  the  fact  that 
it  has  already  amended  it  without  dispute.  This  was  done  at  the  in- 
stance and  solicitation  of  the  corporations,  and  conferred  additional 
benefits  upon  them,  in  1864,  by  making  the  government  a  second  mort- 
gagee, and  giving  it  but  one-half  its  annual  transportation  account. 

In  this  amended  act  the  same  power  to  <^  alter,  amend,  or  repeal"  was 
retained,  while  the  limitation,  <^  having  a  due  regard  to  the  rights  of  the 
companies,"  was  stricken  out;  but  no  words  were  used  which  indicated 
any  necessity  for  an  acceptance  of  these  amendments  by  the  corpora- 
tions. It  was  not  a  proposal  for  a  treaty ;  it  was  a  law.  This  act  of  1864 
lessened  the  security  of  the  government  for  the  repayment  of  its  loan, 
by  placing  it  in  the  position  of  a  second  instead  of  a  first  mortgagee, 
but  increased  the  power  of  Congress  over  it  by  striking  out  said  limita- 
tion. The  security  was  deemed  ample  at  the  time,  and  if  the  affairs  of 
the  corporations  were  administered  in  good  faith,  might  be  so  still ;  but 
subsequent  action  of  the  directors  and  stockholders  renders  it  highly 
probable,  if  not  certain,  that  the  security  is  insufficient,  and  that  if  left 
to  their  uncontrolled  discretion  it  may  prove  utterly  worthless.  This 
bill  proposes  to  make  that  security  more  certain,  upon  the  same  princi- 
ple that  the  bonds  of  public  officers,  mail-contractors,  and  of  all  parties 
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who  enter  into  obligations  to  perform  any  daty  to  the  government,  may 
at  any  time  be  required  to  be  made  more  secnre. 

Bat,  it  is  said,  the  loan  of  money  was  a  separate  and  independent 
contract,  and  that  any  alteration  of  this  act  of  Congress  which  affects 
the  loan  of  money  therein  provided  for  is  a  violation  of  the  contract 
and  a  most  serious  asurpation  of  unconditional  power.  The  loan  of 
money  was  the  fundamental  idea  of  the  charter ;  without  this  it  would 
have  been  fruitless,  and  the  repayment  of  that  money  was  secured  in 
the  act  and  nowhere  else.  To  say  that  the  power  to  amend  extends  to 
everything  in  that  act  except  the  right  to  make  the  repayment  more 
secore,  if  necessary,  is  to  violate  every  rule  of  legal  construction.  The 
loan  of  money  without  interest  was  the  foundation-stone  of  this  work, 
and  the  power  to  alter  and  amend  was  the  main  security  reserved  by 
the  government  to  insure  its  proper  completion. 

Let  us  suppose  that  the  act  of  1862  had  remained  unchanged ;  that 
the  government  was  the  first  mortgagee,  and  that  private  capitalists  held 
the  second-mortgage  bonds,  and  that  they  were  here  now  appealing  to 
Congress  for  such  general  legislation  as  would  protect  them  against  the 
threatened  destrnction  of  their  security. 

Law  is  a  progressive  science,  and  it  is  the  object  of  successive  legisla- 
tures so  to  amend  the  laws  as  to  meet  the  ever- varying  wants  of  society. 
When  debtors  were  found  disposed  to  make  way  with  their  property 
with  a  view  to  defeat  their  creditor^,  the  remedy  by  attachment  was 
given.  When  it  was  found  that  this  remedy  was  insufficient,  because 
it  applied  only  to  past-due  contracts,  it  was  extended  by  statute  to  ap- 
ply to  debts  not  due,  and  the  law,  when  made,  was  applicable  to  past  as 
well  as  future  contracts.  And  yet  this  additional  remedy  was  no  viola- 
tion of  the  obligations  of  the  contracts. 

Remedies  in  chancery  have  been  extended  by  statute  in  the  same  way, 
and  in  the  State  of  Mississippi  a  writ  of  sequestration  may  issue  to  pre- 
vent the  removal  of  crops  from  the  State  until  the  laborer's  claims  for 
nnfiuished  services  are  satisfied.  Receivers  in  chancery  may  now  be 
appointed  to  take  possession  of  railroads  for  the  benefit  of  mortgagees, 
when  the  bonds  are  due }  but  there  is  no  adequate  remedy  for  bonds 
not  due. 

If  the  legislature  should  pass  a  general  act  that  would  extend  the 
remedy  by  receivers  to  debts  not  due,  upon  a  proper  showing  as  to  the 
danger  of  irremediable  loss,  this  would  be  no  violation  of  contract.  If 
Congress,  under  its  power  to  alter  and  amend  these  railroad  charters, 
^oiSd  pass  the  very  bill  here  recommended  in  the  interest  of  private 
bondholders,  who  were  about  to  be  swindled  out  of  their  money,  and 
bad  no  adequate  remedy,  because  their  debts  were  not  due,  it  would 
be  but  an  act  of  justice  and  good  faith.  The  maxim  that  '^  there  is  no 
wrong  without  a  remedy  "  is  true  in  spirit,  but  not  in  fact ;  and  it  is  the 
doty  of  the  legislative  branch  of  every  government  to  see  that  ^^  there 
Bball  be  no  wrong  without  a  remedy." 

While  Congress  has  the  power  to  alter  and  amend,  as  between  itself 
and  the  corporations,  this  charter-contract,  should  it  see  fit,  a  fair  con- 
sideration of  this  bill  will  show  that  its  provisions  relate  to  more  efficient 
iBmedies  for  the  enforcement  of  said  contract,  and  not  to  any  funda- 
mental alteration  thereof. 

The  original  act  contemplates  that  the  road  shall  be  repaired  and  kept 
in  good  working  order.  If  Congress  should  have  reason  to  apprehend 
that  the  stockholders  would  waste  or  misappropriate  the  funds  of  the 
road  and  permit  it  to  go  to  ruin,  we  presume  no  one  will  doubt  the 
power  of  Congress  so  to  alter  and  amend  this  act  as  to  compel  such  duty 
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to  be  performed;  asd  we  can  see  bo  good  reason  why  any  alterations 
and  amendments  should  not  be  made  that  may  be  necessary  to  insnre 
the  discharge  of  every  other  daty  imposed  upon  the  corporations  by  this 
act,  inclnding  the  dnty  of  providing  for  the  payment  of  its  mortgage 
debts.  These  acts  of  1862  and  1864  must  be  constraed  together  as  an 
entirety,  and  the  power  to  alter,  amend,  and  repeal,  extends  to  each  and 
every  portion  equally.  The  power  to  amend  the  contract  of  charter  is 
admitted,  but  the  power  to  amend  the  contract  of  loan,  embraced  and 
set  out  in  the  same  charter  couir^ctj  is  denied.  This  is  a  refinement  of 
dialectics  too  astute  for  ordinary  minds.  It  is  a  maxim  in  law  that  a 
contract  cannot  exist  partly  in  parole  and  partly  in  writing ;  and  we 
think  it  equally  inconsistent  that  a  written  contract  can  be  binding  in 
part  and  not  in  the  whole,  or  that  it  may  be  altered  in  part  but  not  in 
the  whole. 

The  decisions  which  pronounced  a  charter  a  contract  did  so  when 
there  was  no  clause  in  it  granting  a  loan  of  money,  and  such  feature  in 
this  railroad  charter  does  not  make  it  any  more  or  any  less  a  contract, 
nor  render  it  any  more  or  any  less  amenable  to  the  power  of  Congress  to 
"  add  to,  alter,  amend,  or  repeaF  it. 

With  these  views  we  concur  in  the  wisdom  of  this  bill,  and  recommend 
its  passage. 


iDTH  CONGBBSS, )    HOUSE  OF  EEPRESENTATIVES.     (  Report 
2d  Session.       ]  \  No.  623. 


DAVID  B.  MACOMB. 


Aprfl  19, 1878. — Laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Whitthobne,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  sabmitted  the 

following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bUl  H.  R.  913.] 

The  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  CR.  B. 
913),  report  the  same  back  to  theHoase,  and  ask  to  be  discharged  from 
the  farther  consideration  of  the  same,  and  that  it  do  lie  npon  the  table, 
for  the  reason  that  the  relief  soaght  thereby,  in  favor  of  Chief-Engineer 
David  B.  Macomb,  United  States  Navy,  has  been  obtained  since  the 
introdoction  of  the  bill  by  the  action  of  the  executive  department  of 
the  Government^  and  hence  no  legislation  is  necessary. 


r 


Congress,  \   HOUSE  OF  EEPRESBNTATIVBS.    (  Repoet 
Session.       )  \   No.  624. 


JAMES  WIER  GRAYDON. 


April  19, 1878. — Laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


''hitthoene,  from  tbe  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  sabmitted  the 

following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  blH  H.  R.  125'2.1 

)  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (H. 
)2)  *'  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  place  the 
of  James  W.  Graydon,  United  States  Navy,  on  the  lieutenant's 
1  such  place  as  to  make  his  date  and  rank  to  correspond  with  the 
)f  his  enlistment  in  the  Volunteer  Army  of  the  United  States,"  re- 
be  same  to  the  House  and  ask  to  be  discharged  from  its  further 
ieration  and  that  it  do  lie  upon  the  table.  In  making  this  report, 
Be  in  its  character,  the  committee  beg  to  say  that  in  their  opinion 
lid  be  special  legislation,  a  character  of  legislation  at  all  times 
irons  as  a  precedent,  and  likely  to  be  mischievous  in  its  effects, 
promotion  of  this  officer  in  the  manner  sought  by  the  bill  would 
be  existing  laws  and  regulations,  the  maintenance  of  which,  in  the 
[)Q  of  the  committee,  is  essential  to  harmony  in  the  Naval  organiza- 
but  in  giving  this  reason  the  committee  ask  farther  to  say  that 
rilliant  and  gallant  record  made  by  this  ofQcer  in  tbe  military  serv- 
his  government  gives  promiseof  a  record  of  honor  which,  if  fulfilled, 
)  later  years,  would  shed  lustre  upon  the  name  of  his  country  and 
sh  an  example  worthy  of  the  emulation  of  the  3'oung  men  who  are 
How  in  bis  footsteps. 


45th  Congress,  )    HOUSE  OF  EEPEESENTATIVES.      (  Eeport 
2d  Session.       §  \  No.  625. 


ALBEMARLE  AND  CHESAPEAKE  CANAL. 


April  19, 187  . — Committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


Mr.B.  A.  WiLLiiSy  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs^  submitted  the 

following 

REPORT: 

LTo  accompany  bill  S.  18.] 

Tk  Committee  on  Naval  AfairSj  to  tchom  was  referred  the  bill  {S.^IS) 
concerning  the  memorial  and  hill  presented  hy  the  Albemarle  and  Chesa- 
pealce  Canal  Company y  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  submit 
Ae following  report: 

This  subject  was  duly  considered  by  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afifairs 
of  the  Senate  at  the  first  session  of  the  Forty-fourth  Congress,  and  a 
bill  was  favorably  reported  to  and  passed  by  the  Senate,  but  failed  to 
ms  the  House  of  Bepresentatives.  The  reasons  which  governed  that 
committee  seem  equally  cogent  now,  and  this  committee  adopts  the 
'easoning  of  the  former  report,  as  follows : 

^^The  Albemarle  and  Chesapeake  Canal  Company,  as  disclosed  by  the 
)aper8,  was  in  process  of  construction  when  the  war  broke  out.  Much 
>f  its  capital  stock  and  all  of  its  bonds  were  held  by  a  Mr.  Cartwright 
iod  other  northern  capitalists.  When  the  government  forces  obtained 
tossession  of  that  country  between  Elizabeth  Biver  and  Albemarle 
band,  after  many  propositions  for  the  United  States  to  advance  money 
)  open  the  canal  and  keep  it  in  order,  all  of  which  failed,  the  bond- 
olders  put  it  in  condition  for  use,  and  it  was  largely  used  by  the  War 
department,  and  tolls  duly  paid  by  agreement.  In  October,  1862,  a 
[)ecific  contract  was  made,  by  which  the  United  States  was  to  allow 
le  present  rates  on  tonnage  of  vessels  and  boats  in  full,  less  10  per 
^nt.  for  all  troops,  &c. 

"  The  canal  company  was  paid  on  the  government  vessels  up  to  March, 
363.  No  payment  was  made  by  the  War  Department  for  tonnage  after 
ipril,  1863.  The  use  of  the  canal  by  vessels  in  the  service  of  the  Navy 
Apartment  (upon  which  the  present  claim  is  founded)  was  not  considered 
y  the  War  Department.  The  canal  company  now  claim  as  due  from 
be  Navy  Department,  for  tolls,  from  January  10, 1864,  to  July  27, 1866, 
tie  sum  of  $4,158,  less  10  per  cent.,  making  the  net  claim  $3,742.20.  The 
favy  Department  refused  to  pay  this  claim  on  account  of  the  act  of 
uly  4,  1864,  the  provisions  of  which  authorized  the  Quartermaster- 
Teneral  and  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence  to  examine  similar 
claims,  but  which  have  conferred  no  such  power  on  the  Navy  Depart- 
neot  While  the  passage  of  the  act  before  cited  did  not,  in  the  opinion 
)f  the  committee,  preclude  the  Navy  Department  from  passing  upon 
this  claim  and  having  it  paid  (its  correctness  being  easily  verified  by 
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the  records  of  that  department),  yet,  for  the  purpose  of  relievii 
case  of  all  difficalty,  the  committee  report  the  bill  aud  recomme 
passage ; "  with  an  amendment,  to  wit,  add  at  the  end  of  the  bill 
ject,  however,  to  the  provisions  of  section  2  of  the  act  of  July  4 
entitled  *An  act  to  restrict  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Court  of  Claim 
to  provide  for  the  payment  of  certain  demands  for  quartermasters' 
and  subsistence  supplies  furnished  to  the  Army  of  the  United  St 
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April  19,  1878. — Reported  adversely,  committed  to  the  Commiti>e  of  the  Whole 

House,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Benjamin  W.  Harris,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Alfairs,  sab- 

mitted  the  following 

REPORT: 

The  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs^  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  H, 
H.  Doty  J  in  refa'ence  to  torpedoes  j  submit  the  following  report: 

The  petition  is  as  follows,  viz : 

To  the  kanorahle  the  Senate  and  Homc  of  Representatives : 

Yoar  petitioner,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  begs  most  respectfully  to  represent  to 
Tour  honorable  bodies,  as  follows: 

First.  That  he  verily  believes  himself  to  be  the  first  and  only  inventor  of  a  snb-ma- 
rine  oQtrisger  torpedo,  which  coold  be  snccessfolly  attached  to  the  bows  and  other  parts 
of  a  Tessel  below  the  water-line,  for  offensive  and  defensive  war  purposes. 

Second.  That  in  the  year  1865  your  petitioner  forwarded  from  London,  England,  to 
the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  Stat^  a  complete  set  of  drawings, 
specifications,  copies  of  letters  addressed  to  your  petitioner  by  the  governments  of 
Frmce  and  Great  Britain,  and  extracts  from  a  letter  from  Admiral  Sir  Edward  Belcher, 
royal  navy,  notices  of  the  press,  showing  the  importance  of  the  invention  as  an  auxil- 
iary for  the  defense  of  harbors  and  roadsteads. 

Third.  That  he  respectfully  submitted  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  thovNavy  that, 
▼hile  the  said  invention  might  have  no  commercial  value,  it  would  in  the  hands  of  a 
icoyemment  be  of  great  utility  as  a  means  of  coast  defense,  and  that,  should  it  be  con- 
sidered of  sufficient  importance  as  such  as  to  bring  it  into  ase,  your  petitioner  asked 
that  he  might  be  remunerated  in  proportion  to  its  value. 

Fourth.  That  your  petitioner  now  finds  that  the  United  States  ship  Alarm  has  been 
fitted  with  the  device  and  principle  discovered  by  him. 

Fifth.  That  up  to  the  present  your  petitioner  has  received  no  acknowledgment, 
recognition,  honor,  or  remuneration  for  his  said  invention  at  the  hands  of  this  govern- 
ment. 

He  therefore  prays  that  your  honorable  bodies  will  take  into  consideration  what  he 
believes  to  be  a  just  claim  for  his  invention,  and  grant  him  relief.  And  he  will  ever 
pray.  See 
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Washington,  D.  C,  January  18,  1878. 

The  petitioner,  while  claiming  to  be  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
also  gives  as  to  nuderstaud  that  he  holds  the  rank  of  '^  captain  of  frig- 
ate" in  the  navy  of  Chili,  and  that  he  is  at  present  on  leave  without  pay. 

As  it  has  become  a  matter  of  importance,  in  view  of  a  conflict  of 
claims,  to  determine,  if  possible,  whether  any  person  or  persons,  and  if 
so,  who,  have  a  right  to  claim  lawful  title  to  the  inventions  in  torpedoes 
and  torpedo-machinery  made  use  of  on  board  the  Alarm,  or  to  the 
principles  involved  therein,  your  committee  deem  it  to  be  their  duty  to 
lay  before  the  House  the  results  of  a  very  careful  and  laborious  exam- 
ination which  they  have  given  to  the  subject. 

Captain  Doty,  as  is  perceived  from  his  petition,  does  not  claim  any 
title,  by  means  of  letters-patent  of  the  United  States,  to  the  alleged  iu- 
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vention,  nor  does  he  set  up  or  attempt  to  prove  any  contract  or  agree- 
ineDt  made  with  the  IJDited  States,  or  any  service  rendered,  forming 
the  basis  of  any  legal  obligation  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  ex- 
press or  implied,  to  pay  him  any  sum  of  money  whatever  for  or  on  ac- 
count of  his  alleged  invention. 

He  comes  claiming  that  in  equity  and  good  conscience  he  is  entitled 
to  recognition  and  reward  for  valuable  service  rendered  to  his  country. 
We  propose  to  examine  the  grounds  of  thi;}  claim. 

Captain  Doty  brings  no  witnesses  before  the  committee,  but  relies 
upon  his  own  uncorroborated  statements,  and  such  documentary  evi- 
dence as  he  is  able  or  deems  it  wise  to  produce.  We  are  inclined  to 
accept  as  substantially  correct  all  he  says  of  and  for  himself,  making 
due  allowance  for  any  possible  exaggeration  which  a  somewhat  ardent 
temperament  may  lead  a  man  into  in  setting  forth  his  own  merits  and 
claim  when  stimulated  by  the  hope  of  an  appropriation. 

Captain  Doty,  according  to  his  own  stateme  nt,  was,  during  a  great 
portion  of  the  late  civil  war,  a  resident  within  the  limits  of  the  "  Con- 
federate States  of  America,'*  so  called.  He  denies  having  taken  any 
active  part  in  the  war,  either  in  the  army  or  navy  or  in  any  military  ca- 
pacity, or  having  held  any  official  relation  to  the  Confederate  Govern- 
ment. 

He  confesses,  however,  to  have  taken  much  interest  in  the  develop- 
ment of  the  system  of  torpedoes  and  torpedo- warfare  during  that  strug- 
gle, and  as  we  understand  him,  he  held  intimate  and  even  confidential 
relations  with  those  who  were  engaged  in  producing  for  the  use  of  the 
Confederacy  instrumentalities  for  the  defense  of  its  rivers  and  harbors 
against  the  United  States  Navy.  We  understand  him  to  have  been  fa- 
miliar with  all  the  inventions  in  torpedoes  and  torpedo  boats  and  ma- 
chinery made  use  of  for  the  destruction  of  the  ships  of  war  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  have  known  and  to  have  been  consulted  by  the  inventors 
of  the  Little  David,  which  struck  and  disabled  the  United  States  ship 
Ironsides  off  Charleston  October  5,  1863,  and  one  of  which  destroyed 
the  United  States  ship  Housatonic  February  17,  1864. 

Whether  Captain  Doty  was  ever  in  any  way  personally  engaged  in 
those  enterprises  we  are  unable  to  say,  and  on  this  po  int  be  has  not  been 
apparently  anxious  to  communicate  information.  We  have  been  obliged 
to  accept  such  information  as  he  has  deemed  it  for  his  interest  to  give 
us.  He  does  not,  however,  make  protestation  of  extreme  loyalty  to  the 
United  States  during  the  period  of  the  civil  war,  and  so  fivr  as  we  learn 
was  never  during  the  war  within  the  loyal  States.  He  left  the  Confed- 
eracy during  the  fall  of  1863,  after  the  torpedo  system  had  received 
much  attention  from  the  Confederate  military  authorities,  and  after 
great  results  had  been  accomplished  by  it,  and  after  it  had  attracted 
the  attention  of  the  world  to  a  greater  extent  than  ever  before. 

5.  The  David  had  been  invented  and  tested,  and  was  ready  to  enter 
upon  its  work  of  destruction  before  Captain  Doty  left  the  country.  He 
sailed  for  Europe  in  a  blockade-runner,  and  succeeded,  after  capture 
and  detention,  and  release  as  a  non-combatant  and  mere  passenger,  in 
reaching  France. 

Very  soon  after  his  arrival  in  that  country  he  seems  to  have  brought 
to  the  attention  of  the  French  Government  his  alleged  invention  in 
torpedo  machinery,  as  will  hereafter  more  fully  appear.  From  France 
Captain  Doty  soon  went  to  England  and  brought  the  subject  to  the 
attention  of  the  English  naval  authorities.  In  England  he  took  out 
letters  patent  in  June,  1864,  a  copy  of  the  application  for  which  he  pro- 
duced before  the  committee.    They  were  applied  for  on  the  30th  June,. 
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1864,  by  Edward  Thomas  Haghes,  a  patent  agent,  who  in  his  applica- 
tion makes  recital  as  follows : 

**  For  the  iuvention  of  improvements  in  submarine  batteries.  A  com- 
muDication  from  abroad,  by  Captain  Henry  Doty  and  Cai)taiii  William 
Porter  Downer,  of  13  Rue  Gallion,  Paris,  in  the  Empire  of  France.'' 

We  understand  that  Captain  Doty  gave  the  French  Government  the 
right  to  use  his  alleged  invention  without  the  payment  of  any  mone^' 
coDsideration,  and  that  it  was  adapted  to  a  vessel  in  the  French  navy. 

He  furnished  the  committee  with  a  copy  of  the  English  Army  and 
jJJavy  Gazette  of  the  date  of  December  3, 1864,  as  a  part  of  his  proof, 
which  contains  an  article  confirmatory  of  bis  statements.  From  that 
article,  which  seems  to  be  a  review  of  the  current  military  news  of  the 
day,  we  extract  the  following : 

A  torpedo-vessel  appears  also  to  have  been  bnilt  in  one  of  the  FreDch  ports  vpon  ihe 
plan  of  tko»€  naw  in  use  in  the  Confederate  States, 

It  is  thus  shown  that  the  invention  appeared  first  in  Europe,  with  the 
reputation  of  having  demonstrated  its  usefulness  and  value  in  destroy- 
ing the  vessels  of  the  United  States  Navy,  and  in  the  eyes  of  the  Eu- 
ropean governments  this  was  doubtless  its  chief  recommendation.  The 
article  continues  as  follows : 

Mr.  Doty  went  to  Paris  with  bis  inventioD^  bad  an  interview  with  the  minister  of 
marine,  and  the  principle  appearing  of  importance  to  the  Emperor,  his  Majesty  sent 
ID  estafeile  from  Compi^gn  commanding  the  inventor's  presence.  When  these  torpe- 
does were  first  employed  an  explosive  sheU  was  placed  at  the  end  of  an  iron  rod,  which 
osed  to  be  let  down  on  approaching  an  enemy's  ship.  The  deck,  too,  of  the  torpedo- 
boat  was  DDcovered.  Now  the  deck  is  no  longer  open,  and  the  iron  rod  instead  of  be- 
ng  let  down  is  pnshed  ont  from  the  bow  under  water.  An  ingenious  contrivance, 
fiomewhat  resembling  the  system  on  which  canal-locks  are  made,  allows  of  the  shell 
being  drawn  in  and  pnshed  ont  without  any  water  being  shipped,  and  should  the  iron 
rod  be  injured  in  the  first  attack  another  can  soon  be  substituted.  That  such  vessels 
will  play  a  part  in  future  naval  warfare  is  uaqnestionable.  We  see  across  the  Atlantic 
the  snips  of  Jonathan  obliged  to  lie  with  cradles  around  them  to  prevent  the  repeti- 
tion of  disasters  inflicted  more  than  once. 

From  this  evidence  furnished  by  the  petitioner  himself,  it  is  pretty 
evident  that  he  appeared  in  Europe  in  18(i3  with  an  invention,  which, 
if  it  was  new  and  startling  there,  w;is  not  new  or  unknown  in  this  conu- 
try;  and  that  if  Captain  Doty  was  the  real  inventor, and  had  not  sim- 
ply carried  there  with  him  the  state  of  the  art  as  well  known  and  prac- 
ticed here,  he  had  invented  it  as  a  weapon  to  be  used  against  his  coun- 
try, which  would  seem  to  diminish  somewhat  the  equity  of  his  claim 
upon  her  for  recognition  and  reward.  If  he  had  merely  carried  with 
bim  the  state  of  the  art  of  torpedo- warfare  as  then  known  and  practiced 
here,  on  either  or  both  sides,  his  claim  of  being  the  first  and  only  in: 
ventor  as  set  forth  in  his  application  for  the  English  patent  was  without 
foondation.  Being  new  and  unknown  there,  those  governments  might 
have  been  under  obligations  to  recognize  and  respect  his  pretensions 
for  having  "  communicated  ^  it  from  abroad  ;  but  in  this  country  it  had 
become  common  property  by  dedication,  and  no  person  could  then  have 
claimed  or  sustained  a  patent  for  it. 

Let  us  see  what  it  was  which  he  claimed  to  have  invented,  and  for 
which  he  took  out  his  English  patent  and  which  he  now  professes  to  find 
on  board  the  Alarm  '*  in  its  entirety.''  In  his  application  for  the  Eng- 
lish patent,  he  describes  it  as  follows : 

This  inTention  consists  in  the  construction  and  application  of  certain  machinery 
whereby  submarine  batteries,  mines  or  charges  may  be  projected  from  the  bows,  or 
other  parts  of  a  ship,  discharged  or  drawn  back  into  the  ship  with  security,  facility, 
and  rapidity. 

For  this  purpose  an  opening  is  made  in  the  side  of  the  ship  at  the  requisite  distance 
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below  the  water-lioe,  and  iDside  of  the  ship  and  opposite  said  opeDing  a  tabe  is  at- 
tached, the  lenii^th  of  which  is  about  three  times  its  diameter^  and  on  the  inner  end  of 
snch  tabe  is  adapted  a  movable  water-tight  cover,  and  toward  its  center  an  ordinary 
slnice-valve.  The  explosive  material  coustituting  the  battery  or  mine  is  charged  in 
a  metallic  shell,  which  is  attached  to  the  extremity  of  a  rod. 

To  place  the  battery  ready  for  action,  the  sluice  being  let  down,  the  ext-emal  cover 
is  taken  off,  the  shell  placed  in  the  pipe,  the  cover  run  over  the  rod  (through  a  stuffing- 
box  provided  for  the  purpose),  and  the  said  cover  is  then  firmly  bolted  to  the  pipe. 
The  sluice  being  then  drawn  up,  the  battery  is  projected  from  the  ship  to  the  extent 
allowed  by  the  rod. 

The  explosion  of  this  battery  is  effected  either  by  contact  on  striking  any  desired 
object,  the  shell  in  such  case  being  provided  with  the  usual  materials  for  igniting  ex- 
plosive materials  by  concussion,  or  it  may  be  made  to  explode  by  an  electric  spark 
emitted  from  an  electric  battery  in  the  ship  and  conducted  to  the  explosive  mateiials 
by  wires  laid  through  the  rod  made  hollow  for  that  purpose. 

Having  seen  his  own  description  of  tbe  machinery  and  appliances 
made  use  of  to  carry  bis  invention  into  use,  it  may  be  well  to  ascertain 
what  part  or  parts  be  claimed  to  be  new  and  original,  and  which  he  then 
understood  he  was  securing  bj"  letters-patent.  This  may  be  best  done 
by  examining  his  claims  as  set  out  at  tlie  end  of  his  specification.  They 
are  as  follows,  to  wit : 

I  claim — 

Firstly.  Tbe  construction  and  applicution  of  a  cylinder  as  above  described,  provided 
with  a  water-tight  valve  and  a  water-tight  cyliuderhead,  with  a  s  .uffing-box,  as  above 
mentioned,  together  with  a  discharge-pipe  and  cock. 

Secondly.  The  construction  and  application  of  a  submarine  battery  mine  or  charge, 
attached  as  above  mentioned  to  a  sliding,  solid  or  t  ubular  rod  for  beiug  projected  from 
the  bows  or  other  parts  of  a  ship,  whether  fired  by  percusbion,  or  contact,  or  by  elec- 
tricity ; 

And,  thirdly,  the  construction  and  application  of  the  machinery  above  described 
for  propelling  forward,  drawing  back,  or  tiolding  fast  the  battery. 

The  machinery  made  use  of  to  push  out  or  draw  in  the  rod  referred 
to  in  the  third  and  last  claim,  and  which  is  described  in  the  specifica- 
tion and  drawings  filed  with  his  application,  was  two  friction-wheels 
between  which  the  rod  ran,  and  which  were  moved  by  a  crank,  the  fric- 
tion or  pressure  on  the  rod  being  increased  or  decreased  by  means  of  a 
lever  and  a  screw. 

It  is  manifest  from  this  that  Captain  Doty  had  discovered  no  new 
principle  in  torpedo  warfare,  but  that  he  was  claiming  only  for  a  mechan- 
ical combination  to  accomplish  an  object  understood  before.  Bis  claim 
did  not  cover  the  principle  of  exploding  a  torpedo  under  water  against 
the  bottom  of  an  enemy's  vessel,  from  the  end  of  a  bar,  but  only  the 
mechanical  appliances  by  means  of  which  it  could  be  done.  If  this  be 
so — and  there  seems  to  be  no  room  for  doubt  upon  that  branch  of  the 
subject — then  even  in  England  he  had  only  secured  a  right  by  letters 
patent  to  use  a  precise  combination  of  mechanical  parts  to  accomplish 
a  well-known  object,  and  even  then  a  different  combination  might  have 
leen  used  without  infringement  upon  him. 

The  torpedo  was  not  new.  The  bar  was  not  new.  The  torpedo  and 
bar  combined  were  not  new.  Electricity  as  a  means  of  exploding  tor- 
]>edoes  was  not  new,  and  it  was  only  his  precise  method  of  combinatiou 
which  he  did  or  could  claim. 

If  he  is  in  condition,  therefore,  to  press  any  demand  upon  this  govern- 
ment upon  grounds  of  equity,  it  must  be  because  his  combination  has 
been  made  use  of  in  the  construction  of  the  Alarm. 

As  we  have  said,  the  principles  involved  in  the  machinery  of  the 
Alarm  are  all  old,  and  are  public  property.  The  principle  of  firing  a 
mine  of  powder  under  water  nearer  to  the  hollow  hull  of  a  vessel  than 
to  the  surface  was  discovered  when  it  was  found  that  the  force  exerted 
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wonld  take  the  direction  of  the  least  resistance,  that  is,  break  throagh 
on  the  weakest  side. 

Bashnell  knew  it  as  well  in  1776  as  we  kn  ow  it  to-day. 

Falton  needed  bnt  the  aid  of  electricity,  the  falminates,  and  steam  to 
perfect  a  torpedo-boat  as  formidable  as  any  which  has  been  bnilt  since. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark  here  that  that  great  genias,  whose  fame  will  be 
cherished  more  and  more  by  Americans  as  the  years  roll  by,  had  as 
early  as  1811  anticipated  nearly  all  which  has  been  accomplished  by 
sobseqoeDt  inventors.  Fulminating  powder  was  then  undiscovered, 
and  electricity  had  not  at  that  time  been  harnessed  in  the  service  of 
mankind,  and  he  could  not  have  foreseen  them;  but  in  most  other 
respects  his  mind  had  worked  out  the  problem  of  torpedo-warfare. 
Fixed  mines,  trailing  and  floating  torpedoes,  had  all  received  his  atten- 
tion, and  been  tried  and  described  by  him. 

He  had  also  anticipated  the  spar-torpedo  and  the  torpedo-boat  to 
which  it  was  to  be  attached.  He  produced  before  Commodore  Eogers 
and  the  commissioners  appointed  to  examine  his  inventions  a  tor- 
torpedo- vessel  which  he  called  a  torpedo  block-ship,  in  which  he  also 
seems  to  have  anticipated  the  armored  vessel  of  modern  times.  The 
sides  of  his  torpedo  block-ship  were  calculated  to  be  six  feet  thick  and 
cannon-proof,  and  her  deck  iron-plated,  and  six  inches  thick,  and  musket- 
proof.  This  singular  vessel  was  intended  to  be  navigated  by  means 
of  what  he  called  a  <'  skull-wheel,''  the  exact  screw-propeller  of  our 
time,  operated  by  hand  by  men  in  her  hold.  It  would  appear  from 
this  that  he  had  invented  the  propeller  before  he  invented  the  side- 
wheel  for  his  steamboat,  and  even  before  he  had  invented  the  steam- 
boat itself.  The  germ  of  his  steamboat  is  found  in  his  torpedo  block- 
ship. 

This  vessel  was  intended  to  be  armed  with  two  torpedoes  on  each 
side,  which  were  to  be  applied  by  means  of  spars  ninety-six  feet  long 
projecting  from  the  vessel's  side,  supported  at  the  inward  end  by  a 
double  circular  swivel,  and  at  the  outer  ends  by  guys  leading  from  the 
mast-head. 

Commodore  Rogers  did  not  give  Fulton  much  credit  for  his  inven- 
tion, and  seems  to  have  had  no  faith  in  its  future  possibilities.  But  he 
rendered  one  kindness  to  the  memory  and  fame  of  Fulton,  in  describing 
and  giving  a  diagram  of  it  in  his  report.    He  says : 

For  the  particulars  of  this  singular  vessel  (which,  to  my  confined  imagination, 
truly  deserves  the  name  of  a  nondeacript)^  I  leave  the  reader  to  make  his  own  oonclu- 
sioos  from  the  figure  annexed,  and  by  which  alone  he  will  be  able  to  judge  whether 
such  torpidf  unwUldy  six-feet-sidtd,  aix-itKih-deckedf  ffteen-sixteenth-aunk-water-dungeons 
are  calculated  to  supersede  the  necessity  of  a  navy,  particularly  whou  the  men  who 
manage  them  are  (as  is  intended)  confined  in  the  limits  of  their  holds,  which  will  be 
under  water,  and  in  as  perfect  darkness  as  if  shut  up  in  the  black  hole  of  Calcutta. 

It  is  idle  after  the  establishment  of  such  facts  as  these  for  Captain 
Doty,  or  any  other  man,  to  lay  claim  to  the  principle  of  exploding  tor- 
pedoes under  water  upon  the  ends  of  bars  or  rods  or  spars  against  the 
side  of  the  ship  of  an  enemy.  All  that  had  been  done  by  Fulton.  The 
combination  of  mechanical  appliances  is  all  that  is  left  for  the  modern 
inventor. 

Granting  now,  for  the  purposes  of  the  argument,  that  Captain  Doty 
was  the  first  and  only  inventor  of  machinery  described  in  his  English 
patent,  and  that  he  had  not  made  use  of  the  prior  inventions  of  other 
men,  we  will  next  ascertain  whether  the  machinery  of  the  Alarm  has  any- 
thing in  common  with  it,  is  in  substance  the  same  combination,  or  is 
different  and  wholly  unlike  it.    That  it  was  designed  for  and  accom- 
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plishes  the  same  purpose  is  readily  admitted,  and  if  it  differs  at  all  it  is 
in  the  means  used. 

In  the  Alarm  the  torpedo  is  made  fast  to  the  end  of  a  solid  iron  bar 
as  large  in  diameter  as  the  torpedo  itself,  which  is  sufficiently  strong  to 
operate  as  a  ram  if  required,  while  Captain  Doty  made  use  of  a  simple 
rod  much  smaller  than  the  torpedo,  which  was  liable  to  be  destroyed  by 
the  explosion  or  bent  up  or  broken  by  contact  with  an  enemy,  and  quite 
as  dangerous  therefore  to  himself  as  the  enemy. 

Instead  of  Captain  Doty's  cylinder  with  its  sluice-valve,  stuffing-box, 
and  water  tight  cylinder- head,  which  must  be  taken  off  and  put  on  after 
each  discharge,  the  Alarm  has  a  simple  iron  port-hole  of  the  exact 
size  of  the  bar,  which  is  covered  by  a  closely-fitting  shutter  on  the  out- 
side of  the  ship  which  opens  as  the  end  of  the  torpedo  presses  against 
it  in  its  passage  out,  and  closes  by  the  force  and  weight  of  the  water  as 
the  bar  is  drawn  in,  excluding  all  water. 

In  the  Alarm,  when  the  bar  is  drawn  in,  it  is  entirely  accessible,  and 
the  torpedo  may  be  put  on  as  freely  as  if  on  the  open  deck.  In  Captain 
Doty's  invention  the  torpedo  must  be  first  placed  in  the  charging  box 
or  cylinder,  then  the  rod  must  be  united  to  it,  and  then  the  cylinder- 
head  slipped  down  on  the  rod  and  screwed  down  and  made  watertight, 
then  the  sluice-valve  roust  be  raised,  admitting  the  water  the  whole 
length  of  the  tube.  Suppose  the  rod  to  have  been  run  out  and  the  tor- 
pedo exploded  and  the  rod  not  broken  or  bent,  the  rod  must  be  then 
pulled  in  through  the  stuffing-box  until  it  is  within  the  sluice-valve,  the 
valve  shut,  the  water  in  the  cylinder  drawn  off  by  a  cock,  and  the  cyl- 
inder-head taken  off  before  a  new  torpedo  can  be  applied. 

In  the  Alarm  the  bar  is  moved  in  and  out  by  simple  though  original 
machinery  operated  by  steam,  so  entirely  different  from  anything  de- 
scribed by  Captain  Doty  as  to  bear  no  resemblance  to  it  and  to  have 
nothing  in  common  with  it. 

The  bar  in  the  Alarm  is  provided  with  a  water-cushion  and  other 
means  for  neutralizing  the  force  of  the  explosion  and  for  taking  up  the 
recoil,  which  Captain  Doty  seems  not  to  have  thought  of,  or  at  least 
provided  for,  and  wanting  which  it  seems  not  improbable  that  in  his 
system  a  new  rod  would  be  as  indispensable  as  a  new  torpedo  after  each 
discharge. 

We  need  go  no  further  to  demonstrate  that  Captain  Doty's  invention 
has  in  no  manner  whatever  been  made  use  of  in  the  Alarm.  He  had  at 
best  only  a  theoretical  combination  patent,  which  was  on  paper  only, 
and  never  has  been  made  use  of  unless  in  a  single  instance  in  France, 
as  before  shown — never  probably  to  be  repeated.  England  had  not  only 
never  accepted  it,  but  her  experts  condemned  it  because  of  the  insuffi- 
ciency of  the  rod  among  other  reasons  given — a  defect  which  in  the 
Alarm  is  not  found. 

The  machinery  of  the  Alarm  is  the  result  of  several  years  of  patient 
and  intelligent  study,  experiment,  and  labor.  Nothing  about  it  has  been 
patented,  and  the  government  is  not  now  asked  to  purchase  or  pay  for 
it  as  an  invention,  but  simply  to  pay  for  the  time  and  labor  which  has 
been  expended  upon  it. 

It  has  been  constructed  for  the  sole  use  and  benefit  of  the  United  States, 
and  has  from  the  beginning  been  in  the  sole  custody  of  the  government. 

Mr.  Weeks,  whose  plans,  models,  and  specifications  have  been  followed 
in  the  work,  has  never  claimed  originality  for  it  as  a  whole,  although 
many  of  the  devices  made  use  of  are  probably  the  original  productions 
of  his  inventive  genius.  His  effort  seems  to  have  been  to  reduce  to 
practical  utility  well-known  theories  upon  the  subject,  which  have  from 
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time  to  time  dnring  the  last  sixty  years  been  made  use  of  in  varioas 
attempts  to  produce  a  perfect  torpedo  vessel. 

Id  the  work  accomplished  by  Mr.  Weeks  he  has  derived  do  benefit  or 
advantage  from  the  alleged  invention  of  Captain  Doty,  and  if,  as  he 
alleges,  Captain  Doty  tiled  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
io  1865,  copies  of  his  specifications  and  drawings,  they  never  were  seen, 
known,  or  heard  of  by  Mr.  Weeks,  and  if  still  preserved,  are  among  the 
archives  of  that  office. 

Mr.  Weeks,  at  the  time  he  commenced  his  studies  npon  the  subject  of 
torpedoes  and  torpedo-machinery,  was  a  resident  ot  the  interior  of  Min- 
nesota, and  there,  from  about  the  close  of  the  war  until  the  year  1867, 
he  had  worked  out  his  plans,  and  had  produced  a  model,  the  main  prin- 
ciples of  which  are  those  upon  which  the  Alarm  was  constructed.  Any 
claim  of  Captain  Doty,  therefore,  that  the  machinery  of  the  Alarm  was 
ooDstmcted  after  his  plans  and  specifications  is  wholly  groundless. 
Captain  Doty  had  at  best  only  an  undeveloped  theory,  while  the  tor- 
pedo-machinery of  the  Alarm  is  a  completed  work,  tested  and  proved 
at  every  point,  perfect  in  all  its  parts,  and  of  great  simplicity,  and  ca- 
pable of  being  operated  with  great  rapidity.  It  is  also  perfectly  adapted 
to  the  work  it  was  designed  for,  and  may  readily  be  placed  on  any  ship 
of  sufficient  capacity.  That  Captain  Doty  looks  upon  it  as  a  successful 
adaptation  is  manifest  from  the  fact  that,  after  having  permitted  his 
own  alleged  invention  to  remain  undeveloped  and  on  paper  merely  for  a 
period  of  more  than  13  years,  he  now  for  the  first  time  comes  forward 
setting  up  inventorship  and  claiming  recognition  and  reward  from  the 
Government  of  the  United  States. 

Your  committee,  in  conclusion,  find  themselves  obliged  to  say  that  it 
is  not  established  satisfactorily — 

Ist.  That  he  was  the  first  and  only  inventor  of  the  machinery  for 
which  he  received  letters  patent  in  England. 

2d.  That  if  his  invention  had  been  constructed  according  to  his  designs, 
it  would  not  have  been  of  any  practical  value  in  service. 

But  they  are  satisfied  that  the  Alarm  embodies  none  of  the  inventions 
claimed  by  Captain  Doty  which  were  new  and  original  with  him,  and 
that  if  there  be  similarity  between  the  two,  it  is  because  the  machinery 
of  the  Alarm  bears  resemblance  to  those  devices  which  have  been  known 
and  used  for  many  years,  and  which  were  also  copied  by  Captain  Doty. 
There  are  other  considerations,  however,  which  of  themselves  ought  to  be 
decisive  upon  the  question  of  equity  between  Captain  Doty  and  the  United 
States.     "  He  who  seeks  equity  mast  do  equity  ^  is  a  principle  no  less 
applicable  between  the  citizen  and  the  state  than  between  individuals. 
At  a  time  when  his  country  was  struggling  for  existence  amid  the 
^^reatest  perils,  and  needed  and  was  entitled  to  the  services  and  the  in- 
ventive powers  of  all  its  faithful  sons,  Captain  Doty,  upon  his  own  show- 
ing, rendered  it  no  assistance;  but  if  we  may  admit  that  he  was  the 
original  inventor  of  the  device  for  which  he  received  his  English  letters 
patent,  he  was  devoting  his  inventive  genius  in  providing  a  most  de- 
istrnctive  agent  of  war  for  its  domestic  enemies;  not  only  that,  he  also 
carried  his  invention  to  France  and  England,  and  introduced  it  to  the 
naval  authorities  of  those  countries,  thus  providing  the  only  two  nations 
on  the  face  of  the  globe  with  whom  the  United  States  were  in  the 
slightest  danger  of  coming  into  collision  upon  t  he  sea  with  all  the  sup- 
1)osed  advantages  which  his  alleged  invention  could  furnish  them,  and 
it  was  not  until  18G5,  after  the  close  of  the  late  civil  war,  that  he  made 
any  effort  to  confer  upon  his  country  any  of  its  benefits,  and. then,  as  it 
seems  to  us,  in  a  manner  calculated  rather  to  lay  the  founda  tion  for  a 
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claim  against  the  government  at  some  fatnre  time,  should  circamstances 
occar  promising  saccess,  than  to  confer  a  benefit.  The  pretensions  of 
Captain  Doty  have  a  degree  of  audacity  about  them  quite  unexampled. 
If  he  is  entitled  to  rewaM  from  the  United  States  for  services  rendered 
to  her  enemies,  then  the  more  successful  of  her  foes  have  the  greatest 
claims  upon  her  Treasury. 


45th  Congress,  >    HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES.      (  Report 
2d  Session.        §  \  No.  627. 


MRS.  C.  A.  VON  CORT. 


April  19, 1878. — Reported  adversely  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  and  ordered 

to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Benjamin  W.  Harris,  from  the  Committee  ou  Naval  Affairs,  sub- 
mitted the  following 

REPORT: 

Ike  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs^  to  whom  teas  referred  the  memorial  of 
Mrs.  C.  A.  Von  Cortj  submit  the  following  report: 

Mrs.  Von  Cort  sets  forth  in  her  memorial — 

First.  That  she  is  the  lawful  owner  of  the  submarine  torpedo  now  on 
the  United  States  torpedo-boat  Alarm. 

Second.  That  the  claim  of Weeks,  now  before  Congress,  or  of 

any  other  person,  is  false  and  fraudulent. 

Third.  That  abundant  proofs  of  the  rightful  ownership  are  and  have 
been  filed  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Fourth.  That  there  exists  a  conspiracy  to  defraud  her  and  the  govern- 
ment, as  no  valid  title  can  be  conferred  by  those  parties. 

In  conclusion,  she  prays  that  all  proceedings  may  be  stayed  until  the 
question  of  right  of  ownership  is  determined,  and  that  immediate  steps 
be  taken  for  that  purpose. 

Though  this  petition  is  loose  in  its  statements,  extravagant  in  its  pre- 
tensions, and  severe  in  its  accusations,  yet  it  is  of  public  importance  that 
the  subject  of  which  it  treats,  and  the  claim  which  ic  sets  up,  should 
be  carefully  investigated,  and  that  a  report  should  be  made  and  placed 
upon  record  for  future  reference. 

It  is  apparent  that  this  petition  is  at  this  time  presented  because 
of  a  proposition  now  pending  before  Congress  to  compensate  Mr.  Asa 
Weeks  for  nearly  twelve  years'  of  patient  and  intelligent  labor,  and  for 
money  expended  in  perfecting,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  United 
States,  torpedoes,  and  machinery  for  controlling,  operating,  and  explod- 
ing torpedoes  under  water,  and  in  adapting  the  same  for  use  on  board 
vessels  of  the  Navy. 

The  petition  of  Mrs.  Von  Cort  was  not  presented  until  after  the  case 
of  Mr.  Weeks  had  been  fully  heard  and  acted  upon  by  the  committee, 
and  their  report  made  to  the  House  and  printed.  That  report  is  re- 
ferred to  for  general  information  upon  the  subject  of  torpedo  warfare. 
By  that  report  it  appears  that  in  1867  Mr.  Weeks  first  presented  his 
plans  and  models  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  that,  from  that 
day  to  this,  he  has  been  in  confidential  communication  with  the  Navy 
Department,  with  Committees  of  Naval  Affairs  of  Congress,  with  the 
Admiral  and  other  officers  of  the  Navy,  and  that  his  labor  and  time 
have  been  devoted  exclusively  to  perfecting  the  system. 

It  also  there  fully  appears  that  in  1869  the  torpedo-boat  Nina  was 
fitted  np  with  the  torpedo  machinery  devised  by  Mr.  Weeks ;  and  that 
the  trial  of  this  boat  proved  so  successful,  and  so  satisfactory  to  tlie 
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Navy  Department  and  to  Congress,  that  in  1870  an  appropriation  was 
made  for  bailding  and  fitting-out  with  torpedo  machinery  the  torpedo- 
vessel  Alarm;  and  that  that  vessel  was  bnilt,  completed,  tested,  and 
taken  into  commission  in  the  United  States  Navy  early  in  1873  j  since 
which  time  she  has  been  well  known  as  the  most  formidable  torpedo- 
vessel  in  the  Navy,  if  not  in  the  world. 

It  also  there  appears  that  Mr.  Weeks  has  never  secured  or  at- 
tempted to  secure  letters  patent  in  this  or  any  foreign  coontry  on  his 
inventions  in  torpedoes  or  torpedo-locks  and  fuses,  which  are  ingenious 
and  original,  nor  on  any  part  of  the  machinery,  which  is  also,  much  of 
it,  novel  in  design,  and  unlike  anything  used  before;  but  that  the  same 
has  all  been  done  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States,  and  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  the  government  as  fast  as  devised  and  perfected. 

This  statement  must  be  sufficient  to  meet  and  dispose  of  Mrs.  Von 
Cort's  intimation  that  Mr.  Weeks  is  offering  or  desiring  to  convey  to  the 
United  States,  for  a  consideration,  a  title  to  a  patented  invention. 

The  question  in  his  case  is  simply  whether  he  shall  be  paid  for  bis 
labor  and  money  expended  for  the  sole  use  and  benefit  of  the  United 
States. 

It  ought  also  to  dispose  of  her  rather  free  charges  of  fraud,  and  a  con- 
spiracy to  defraud  both  her  and  the  United  States. 

The  government  has  in  its  possession  the  results  of  his  labor,  money, 
and  ingenuity,  and  there  would  seem  to  be  no  fraud  in  seeking  fair  com- 
pensation therefor,  and  we  are  unable  to  discover  wherein  au  honest 
and  public  effort  made  to  secure  such  compensation  resembles  a  con- 
spiracy. We  dismiss,  therefore,  these  ill-considered  accusations  as 
entirely  unfounded  and  unworthy  of  further  notice. 

The  more  important,  and  in  fact  only  important  question  presented, 
is  that  of  her  claim  to  be  the  lawful  owner  of  the  submarine  torpedo 
on  board  the  Alarm,  by  which  we  understand  her  to  mean  the  inven- 
tion therein  made  use  of. 

She  claims  to  be  the  owner  by  letters  patent  of  the  accomplished  and 
completed  system  as  now  found  in  use  by  the  United  States  ou  board  the 
Alarm.  Of  course  her  claim  must  depend  upon  the  record  evidence 
found  in  the  Patent  Office. 

Upon  examination  your  committee  find  that  letters  patent  No.  156320 
were  issued  to  her  October  27, 1874,  and  it  also  appears  that  her  appli- 
cation therefor  was  filed  in  the  Patent  Office  June  23, 1874.  It  will  thus 
be  seen  that  the  patent  did  not  issue,  nor  was  it  applied  for,  until  nearly 
or  quite  two  years  after  the  Alarm  had  been  completed  and  in  commis- 
sion. If  this  were  all,  we  might  suspect,  if  her  invention  was  identical 
with  that  used  in  the  Alarm  (which,  however,  it  is  but  a  feeble  imita^ 
tion  of),  that  she  had  undertaken  to  secure  a  patent  on  that  which  was 
already  the  property  of  the  government. 

But  we  find  that  on  the  18th  of  June,  1874,  she  appeared  before  a 
notary  public  and  made  an  affidavit,  which  was  filed  with  and  was  in- 
tended to  support  her  application,  in  which  she  sets  forth  that "  she  verily 
believes  this  to  be  the  original  and  first  invention  of  the  within-described 
torpedo  shelly  with  its  appliances  and  adaptations,  drawings  and  speci- 
fications of  which  were  filed  in  the  Patent  Office  November  9, 1862,  and 
that  she  does  not  know  or  believe  that  the  same  was  ever  before  known 
or  used,  and  that  she  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  her  husband, 
Charles  J.  Yon  Cort,  was  a  citizen  also."  The  object  of  this  affidavit 
evidently  was  to  connect  the  caveat  referred  to  with  the  application  for 
letters  patent  then  being  filed,  and  to  lay  a  foundation  for  a  claim  that 
the  patent  granted  in  1874  was  for  the  identical  invention  for  which  a 
caveat  was  filed  in  1862. 
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Upon  InYeBtigation  at  the  Patent  Office,  ttb  find  tbat  on  the  oth  day 
of  November,  1862,  Charles  J,  Von  Cort  filed  in  the  secret  archives  of 
the  Patent  Offiice  a  caveat  *^For  constructing  yessels  with  submarine 
shells  for  destroying  enemy's  vessels,"  &c. 

Under  the  law  of  the  United  States  a  caveat  is  only  "operative  for  the 
tenn  of  one  year  from  the  filing  thereof."  The  records  of  the  Patent 
(MBce  show  that  the  said  caveat  was  first  filed  November  5, 1862 ;  that 
the  same  was  refiled  May  30, 1866 ;  again  filed  Jane  11, 1867 ;  and  again 
October  7, 1871  ]  and  that  no  patent  was  applied  for  until  June  23, 
1874. 

The  caveat  ceased  to  have  any  force  four  separate  times,  and  had 
been  entirely  in  operative  for  nearly  two  years  when  her  patent  was  ap- 
plied for.  The  patent  makes  no  reference  to  any  previous  caveat,  and 
the  application  is  also  silent  on  the  subject  In  many  respects  the  ap- 
plication for  a  patent  in  1874  is  essentially  difierent  from  and  for  a  dif- 
ferent invention  from  that  described  in  the  caveat.  The  Alarm  had  been 
completed  and  in  use  nearly  two  years  before  the  patent  was  issued, 
and  after  the  caveat  had  for  the  fourth  time  been  deprived  of  all  vitality. 
The  thing  patented  was  evidently  designed  to  cover  the  machinery  of 
the  Alarm,  which  was  then  well  known  to  Mrs.  Yon  Cort,  and  we  are 
informed  that  she  even  undertook  to  institute  proceedings  against  the 
United  States  before  she  applied  for  her  patent  at  all,  relying  on  the 
Talidity  of  her  caveat  alone.  It  was  not  until  her  caveat  was  found  to 
have  no  validity  that  she  applied  for  and  took  out  her  patent,  and  at 
that  time  she  was  working  to  establish  her  claim  as  the  real  inventor  of 
the  machinery  and  system  made  use  of  in  the  Alarm ;  and  it  is  not  strange, 
therefore,  if,  having  the  completed  model  before  her,  she  made  her  de- 
seription  conform  to  the  model  so  far  as  proper  respect  for  the  caveat 
would  x>ermit. 

The  legal  claim  of  Mrs.  Yon  Cort  fails  unless  she  can  make  her  patent 
of  1874  reach  back  and  connect  with  the  caveat  as  filed  last  in  1871. 
But  the  caveat  ceased  to  protect  her  after  October  7, 1872. 

Between  that  time  and  June,  1874,  the  Alarm  had  been  built  and  com- 
missioned, and  therefore  granting  for  the  moment  and  for  the  sake  of 
argument  that  the  machinery  of  the  Alarm  was  identical  with  that  de- 
scribed in  the  caveat  and  patent,  yet  all  title  to  the  invention  had  been 
abandoned  and  lost,  and  no  legal  claim  can  now  be  established  against 
any  person  or  the  government  for  its  application  and  use.  Perhaps  the 
government  would,  however,  not  be  justified  in  refusing  all  recognition 
and  reward,  if  it  has,  in  fact,  made  use  of  her  invention  in  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Alarm,  and  therefore  we  deem  it  proper  to  state  what  the  in- 
vention described  in  the  caveat  was,  in  what  respects  it  is  identical  with 
that  patented,  and  in  what  it  differs,  and  how  the  Alarm  differs  from 
both. 

If  we  first  ascertain  what  the  machinery  is,  what  it  is  designed  to  do, 
and  how  it  operates,  we  shall  better  understand  the  differences  between 
it  and  the  invention  of  Mrs.  Yon  Cort. 

The  Alarm  carries  three  torpedo  bars,  one  in  the  bows  and  one  on 
each  side.  The  bar  in  the  bows  is  about  30  feet  long  and  12  inches  in 
diameter,  solid  at  the  outboard  end  and,  for  the  sake  of  lightness,  hol- 
low at  the  in-board  end.  The  side-bars  are  shorter  but  of  the  same  gen- 
eral description.  These  bars  rest  on  iron  ways,  and,  by  machinery 
properly  adapted  and  moved  by  steam  power,  they  slide  easily  out 
through  iron  ports,  opening  as  they  go  out  closely  fitting  shutters  or 
valves  on  the  outside,  which  close  as  the  bar  is  drawn  in  by  the  weight 
and  force  of  the  water. 
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Upon  these  bars  torpedoes  are  iixed,  on  the  inside  of  the  vessel,  of 
the  same  diameter  as  the  bars.  The  torpedoes,  when  ran  oat  ready  for 
action,  are  from  16  to  21  feet  from  the  vessel,  and  from  10  to  13  feet  be- 
low the  surface  of  the  water.  The  pnrpose  is,  of  conrse,  to  explode  them 
under  or  near  to  the  side  or  bottom  of  an  enemy's  ship.  An  explosion 
under  water  seeks  the  surface  in  the  direction  of  the  least  resistance, 
that  is,  it  breaks  out  on  the  weakest  side.  If,  therefore,  an  explosion 
of  gunpowder  takes  place  considerably  nearer  to  a  hollow  vessel  than 
to  the  surface,  the  vessel  will  be  destroyed.  It  is  upon  this  principle 
that  all  submarine  torpedoes  and  mines  are  constructed.  The  Alarm  is 
a  steam  vessel  capable  of  going  backward  as  fast  as  forward,  and 
turns  on  her  center  with  great  rapidity.  She  can  fire  either  or  all  her 
torpedoes  while  in  full  motion,  and  even  all  at  the  same  moment.  Sup- 
pose such  a  vessel  to  run  alongside  of  an  enemy,  and,  without  stopping, 
get  first  her  bow  torpedo  within  striking  distance,  and  then  her  side 
torpedo,  and  firing  first  one  and  then  the  other,  or  both  at  the  right  mo- 
menty  it  will  be  seen  that  no  farther  contest  could  ensue.  ]^o  vessel  yet 
bailt  could  meet  such  an  attack  and  keep  afloat. 

The  distinguishing  feature  of  the  Alarm  is  that  it  holds  its  torpedo  oat 
toward  or  against  an  enemy,  and  there  discharges  it,  keeping  perfect 
control  of  it  all  the  time,  and  directing  the  blow.  Most  of  the  other 
inventors,  and  Mrs.  Yon  Gort  among  them,  as  will  presently  appear,  cast 
the  torpedo  ofi*  from  the  bar,  leaving  it  to  explode  while  the  assailant 
retreats  to  a  safe  distance.  In  the  system  of  Mrs.  Yon  Cort  the  bar  is 
as  large  as  the  torpedo ;  the  vessel  has  a  stout  prow  6  feet  thick,  and 
extending  through  this  prow  is  an  iron  cylinder  the  size  of  the  bar,  and 
as  long  as  the  side  of  the  vessel  is  thick.  The  torpedo  is  fixed  to  the  bar 
inside  the  vessel,  and  so  arranged  that  it  will  break  readily  off  from  the 
bar  when  it  strikes  the  enemy,  and  at  the  same  time  explode  a  cap  with- 
in the  shell  which  will  ignite  a  fuse  or  slow  match,  which  will  ultimately 
explode  the  shell.  The  bar  is  only  arranged  to  extend  to  the  outride  of 
the  vessel,  and  therefore  the  torpedo  only  is  projected  beyond  its  walls. 

The  torpedo  is  provided  with  a  heavy,  sharp,  chisel  point,  and  it  was 
intended  to  run  down  the  enemy,  and,  striking  him  with  great  force, 
stick  the  point  of  the  torpedo  into  him,  breaking  the  connection,  and  at 
the  same  time  exploding  the  cap,  igniting  the  fuse,  and  then  drawing 
off,  leave  the  torpedo  to  do  its  work  of  destruction  when  the  fire  should 
burn  to  the  chamber  of  the  shell. 

This  was  the  whole  idea  of  Mr.  Yon  Gort,  and  in  his  caveat  he  so  de- 
clares it  in  these  woixls : 

A  lari^  sheU  to  be  ran  out  at  the  bow  and  operated  as  hereinafter  described.  The  ves- 
sel is  to  be  brought  into  violent  collision  with  any  ship  invading  our  harbors,  and  leav- 
ing the  shell  firmly  fastened  in  her  side,  the  act  of  collision  exploding  a  cap  iu  the 
shell  and  thereby  blowing  up  the  enemy ;  the  fuse-tube  in  the  shell  being  of  sufficient 
length  to  enable  the  attacking  vessel,  by  reversing  engines,  to  get  at  a  safe  distance 
before  the  explosion  occurs. 

He  says,  in  another  part  of  his  caveat : 

In  order  to  insure  the  retention  of  the  shell  in  the  side  of  the  enemy,  it  may  be  pro- 
vided with  strong  but  flexible  barbs  near  the  point. 

Mr.  Von  Cort  contemplated  firing  his  shell  by  electricity  instead  of  by 
means  of  cap  and  fuse,  and  provided  for  it  in  the  following  language: 

If  it  should  be  necessary  or  desirable  to  explode  the  shell  by  means  of  a  galvanic 
battery,  it  may  be  done  by  having  an  aperture  in  the  center  of  the  stem  through  its 
whole  length,  into  which  the  insulated  wire  (one  end  of  which  is  taken  from  a  reel 
which  is  hung  conveniently  for  the  purpose)  is  introduced  through  the  opening. 

And  again : 

The  manner  of  operating  the  shell  is  the  same  in  both  cases.    The  wire  is  paid  out 
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from  thf  reel  after  the  enemy  is  struck  as  fast  as  the  vessel  recedes.    As  soon  as  it  is  at  a 
mfeditiance  the  connection  may  be  made  with  the  battery. 

Again: 

The  poiot  of  the  shell  is  sharp  and  formed  so  that  it  will  enter  a  vessel ;  the  surface 
of  which  is  presented  at  an  angle  anywhere  between  a  perpendicnlar  and  45  degrees. 
*  *  If  the  shell  should  not  be  left  in  the  enemy  at  the  collision,  and  the  spring  should 
fa  to  throw  it  off,  it  may  be  forced  off  by  miter-gear  and  bars. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  he  always  speaks  of  his  iDvention  as  a  '^  shell " 
aod  not  as  a  torpedo,  and  the  bar  which  holds  it  as  a  ^^stem  "  and  no- 
where as  a  **  torpedo- bar." 

Bat  the  invention  thns  described  is  not  that  used  on  the  Alarm.  The 
very  idea  is  entirely  different.  Unless  it  can  with  force  strike  its  enemy 
60  as  to  drive  the  point  of  the  shell  into  him  far  enough  to  fix  it  there, 
it  coold  do  him  no  harm ;  and  if,  after  the  attack,  the  shell  shonld  re- 
main on  the  stem  and  explode  there,  it  would  operate  against  bis  own 
vessel  with  just  the  same  result  as  would,  in  the  other  case,  happen  to 
the  enemy. 

Mr.  Yon  Cort  may  have  had  the  germ  of  a  great  invention  in  his  mind 
when  he  made  his  caveat,  but  he  had  never  tested  it,  and  practically 
knew  nothing  as  to  its  defects,  or  whether  it  could  have  been  constructed 
as  designed  so  as  to  serve  any  useful  purpose.  As  he  made  his  descrip- 
tion of  it  in  1862,  so  it  remained  without  amendment  or  modification. 
Whatever  Mrs.  Von  Cort  may  have  patented  in  1874,  it  is  certain  that 
the  Alarm,  when  it  was  built  in  1872,  had  not  been  constructed  accord- 
ing to  the  plan  of  the  caveat.  The  caveat  was  in  the  secret  archives  of 
tiie  Patent  Office,  and  had  never  been  made  public ;  so  that  it  is  idle  to 
presume  the  men  who  constructed  the  Alarm  had  any  knowledge  of  the 
caveat. 

Here,  then,  is  the  end  of  all  equitable  claim  upon  the  part  of  Mrs. 
Von  Cort. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  Alarm  which  was  new  and  novel  and  capable 
of  being  secured  by  letters  patent,  which  was  described  in  the  caveat 
of  Mr.  Von  Cort.  ^Nothing  contained  in  her  patent  of  1874,  which  was 
not  in  tbe  caveat,  gets  any  aid  from  the  caveat,  but  must  take  date  from 
the  date  of  patent. 

But  Mrs.  Von  Cort  did  not,  in  her  patent  of  1874,  adhere  to  the  ca- 
veat of  1862-1871.  She  introduced  new  elements  into  it  not  mentioned 
or  hinted  at,  and  inconsistent  with  the  caveat.  In  the  patent  the  ideas 
of  the  caveat  are  in  part  retained,  but  they  seem  to  have  got  confused 
with  and  obscured  by  some  new  and  apparently  not  well-digested  ideas 
of  later  date,  and  we  are  led  to  conclude  that  whoever  made  the  speci- 
fication had  seen  the  Alarm,  and  tried  to  harmonize  it  with  the  inven- 
tion described  in  the  caveat.  No  part  of  the  description  of  the  inven- 
tion as  set  forth  in  the  caveat  is  found  in  the  specification  of  the  patent. 
The  former  we  have  given  in  part,  and  so  far  as  needed  to  a  full  under- 
standing of  it.    GThe  latter  is  as  follows : 

This  invention  has  for  its  object  to  farnish  a  torpedo  boat  or  vessel  for  carryini;  and 
delivering  a  torpedo  against  an  enemy's  vessel,  after  which  thei  torpedo  is  fired  either 
iy  concnssion,  a  fuse,  or  by  an  electric  insulated  wire. 

The  invention  consists,  first,  in  a  torpedo-carrying  rod  adapted  to  move  in  and  oat 
of  a  vessel,  through  the  medium  of  a  rack  and  pinion,  the  said  rod  being  arranged 
within  a  gnide-tnbe  having  a  packing  to  prevent  the  entrance  of  water  into  the  said 
tnbe,  and  a  box  for  charging  the  rod  or  placing  the  torpedo  on  the  same,  and  a  gate  or 
valve  for  clearing  the  opening  through  which  the  torpedo  rod  passes  when  it  is  pro- 
jected, whereby,  when  tne  rod  is  in  its  normal  position,  the  entrance  of  water  is  pre- 
vented through  said  opening.  Second,  in  a  torpedo-carrying^rod  provided  with  a  joint 
and  adapted  to  be  entirely  drawn  within  tbe  vessel  or  projected  from  the  same,  to 
operate  in  connection  with  a  universal  or  ball-and-socket  joint,  whereby  a  torpedo  may 
lie  connected  with  said  rod  and  projected  or  run  out  a  distance  from  said  vessel,  tlieii 
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tnanipnlated  in  any  desired  direction  in  order  to  strike  an  enemy's  vessel,  and  the  tor- 
pedo may  be  cansed  to  enter  the  sides  of  the  vessel,  and,  by  such  action,  become  de- 
tached from  the  rod  and  fired  by  a  fase,  or  it  may  be  fired  by  concassion,  or  by  an  elec- 
tric insulated  wire.  Third,  in  a  combination  with  a  torpedo-carrying  rod  of  a  pin 
holding  the  torpedo  on  the  end  of  the  rod,  and  a  spring  for  forcing  the  torpedo  there- 
from, whereby,  when  the  torpedo  strikes  an  enemy's  vessel,  it  fractures  or  disengages 
the  pin,  and  compresses  the  spring,  and,  by  the  expansion  of  the  latter,  the  torpedo  is 
projected  with  force  against  the  enemy's  vessel,  to  be  tired  by  a  fuse,  concossion,  or  by 
an  electric  insnlated  wire. 

Here  we  have  a  new  combination  not  mentioned  in  the  caveat. 

The  ^'  shell  ^  has  become  a  ''  torpedo."  The  8t€m  has  changed  to  a 
<<  torpedo  bar."  The  bar  runs  in  and  out  of  the  vessel,  and  even  has  a 
joint  in  it,  and  can  be  ^'run  out  a  distance  from  the  vessel  and  then  ma- 
nipulated in  any  desired  direction  in  order  to  strike  an  enemy's  vessel.'' 
A  ball-and  socket  joint  is  introduced,  and  a  cbarging-box. 

None  of  these  things  are  mentioned  in  the  caveat,  and  are  wholly  new, 
and  therefore  take  date  with  the  patent.  One  thing  is  noticeable,  how- 
ever, that,  as  in  the  caveat,  the  torpedo  must  be  broken  off  from  the 
bar  by  contact  with  an  enemy  before  it  can  be  exploded,  and  firing  on 
the  bar  is  not  contemplated. 

Unfortunately  for  Mrs.  Von  Cort's  claim,  the  Alarm  makes  no  use 
of  a  charging-box,  a  ball-and-socket  joint,  nor  a  jointed  bar — the  things 
in  her  patent  which  are  not  found  in  the  caveat,  and  it  is  not  a  part  of 
the  plan  of  the  Alarm  that  the  torpedo  should  be  ejected  from  the  bar 
before  firing.  So,  giving  Mrs.  Von  Cort  the  fullest  credit,  we  are  forced 
to  find  that  the  Alarm  has  nothing  in  common  with  either  her  caveat  or 
her  patent;  and,  allowing  both  to  be  valid,  there  has  been  no  infringe- 
ment upon  her,  and  no  violation  of  her  rights. 

But  there  is  still  further  informality  in  her  claim.  Her  patent  pur- 
ports to  be  nothing  more,  and  is  nothing  more,  than  a  mere  combination 
patent.  If  we  grant  that  it  is  new  and  original  as  a  combination,  which 
we  are  by  no  means  sure  of,  yet  it  gives  her  no  right  to  claim  anything 
beyond  theright  to  use  that  precise  combination.  Her  claim,  as  set  forth 
at  the  close  of  her  specification,  fixes  all  her  rights ;  and  she  can  claim 
no  more.  Any  other  person  may  make  use  of  a  different  combination 
of  mechanical  devices  to  produce  the  same  result,  without  being  an- 
swerable to  her,  inasmuch  as  she  has  not  a  patent  upon  the  principle 
involved  or  the  thing  to  be  accomplished. 

Her  claims  are  as  follows : 

1.  A  torpedo-carrying  rod  adapted  to  move  longitudinally  by  meana 
of  a  rack  and  pinion,  in  combination  with  a  guide-tube,  a  charging-box 
having  a  packed  cover,  and  a  gate  or  valve  to  prevent  the  entrance  of 
water ;  the  parts  being  constructed  and  arranged  for  operation  substan- 
tially as  described. 

2.  The  oom2^tn(i/ion  of  a  jointed  torpedo-carrying  rod,  and  a  universal 
socket  or  joint,  substantially  as  described,  whereby  a  torpedo  may  be 
projected  from  the  vessel,  then  manipulated  in  any  desired  direction,  and 
fired  by  concussion,  electricity,  or  a  fuse,  substantially  as  describea, 

3.  The  combinationj  with  a  torpedo-carrying  rod,  of  a  holding  pin,  and 
a  spring  for  projecting  or  forcing  the  torpedo  from  the  rod  when  the 
pin  is  fractured  or  disengaged,  substantially  as  and  for  the  purpose  de- 
scribed. 

It  is  manifest  from  all  this  that  the  patent  does  not  follow  or  adhere  to 
the  caveat ;  and  if  the  latter  had  been  in  force  at  the  time  the  patent 
was  granted,  it  would  have  lent  it  no  strength. 

Upon  every  ground  of  fact,  as  well  as  of  law  and  equity,  Mrs.  Von 
Cort  fails ;  and  her  case  should  be  dismissed,  and  her  prayer  refused. 


45th  Congress,  ^    HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES,     i  Repobt 
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COMMANDER  EDWARD  P.  McCREA. 


Appil  19,  1878.— Laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Hanna,  from  the  Committee  ou  Naval  Aflfaira,  sabmitted  the  fol- 
lowing 

REPORT: 

Ike  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs^  to  whom  teas  referred  the  petition  of  Com- 
mander Edxcard  P.  McCrea^  having  had  the  same  under  consideration^ 
respectfully  submit  the  following  r^ort: 

Commander  McCrea  is  in  like  condition  as  Commander  Bashrod  B. 
Tajlor;  and,  therefore,  without  attempting  to  recite  all  the  facts  which 
bring  him  within  the  favorable  conclusion  arrived  at  in  the  case  of  Tay- 
lor, your  committee  simply  report  that  Commander  McCrea  is  one  of 
the  officers  of  the  Kavy  entitled  to  be  beard  in  person  before  a  board  to 
be  created  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution  reported  by  the  committee 
in  the  case  of  Commander  Bnshrod  B,  Taylor. 


45th  Congbess,  (    HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES.     (  Report 
2d  Sessum.       ]  \  No.  629. 
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April  19, 1878. — Committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Wliole  Iloase  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


Ur.  Morse,  from  tbe  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  4417.] 

%  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs^  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of  the 
citizens  of  Norfolkj  Fa.,  praying  for  the  erection  by  the  United  States 
Government  of  a  quarantine  hospital  for  contagious  diseases  at  that 

portf  have  carefully  examined  the  subjecty  and  would  respectfully  report : 

Tbe  memorial  bears  the  unqnalifled  indorsement  and  earnest  request 
^a  large  namber  of  the  most  influential  and  public-spirited  citizens  of 
Drfolk,  and  sets  forth  that  while  ample  provision  is  made  there  and  at 
)rtsmooth  for  seamen  suffering  from  non-contagious  diseases,  there  is 
provision  whatever  for  those  suffering  from  contagious  diseases, 
irchant  vessels  from  the  West  Indies  and  Onlf  ports  bound  to  the 
irth  and  East,  having  yellow  fever  on  board,  frequently  put  into  Nor- 
k  for  assistance.  Under  the  present  arrangements  these  vessels  must 
kept  at  the  quarantine  station,  which  is  four  miles  distant  from  the 
f ;  and  while  the  local  authorities  do  all  in  their  power,  much  snffer- 
l  and  needless  death  ensue  from  the  compnlsory  treatment  of  such 
k  in  the  conflned  quarters  of  such  vessels,  which  rarely  have  the 
>per  means  for  treating  disease  or  alleviating  suffering.  Hampton 
ads  is  a  great  central  port  of  call  for  orders,  and  peculiarly  a  general 
lort  for  vessels  from  all  parts  of  the  world.  Norfolk  being  one  of  the 
M,  naval  stations  of  the  country,  ships  of  war  of  our  own  and  other 
tions  not  anfrequently  put  into  Hampton  Roads  with  yellow  fever  on 
iird.  Formerly,  in  such  cases,  it  was  tbe  practice  to  bring  such  pa- 
nts to  the  naval  hospital  at  Norfolk;  but  since  the  terrible  visitation 
the  yellow  fever  in  1855,  when  nearly  3,000  of  the  population  of  the 
y  lost  their  lives  from  it,  such  practice  has  been  prohibited  by  the 
al  authorities.  The  representations  made  to  the  committee,  which 
ve  been  fully  credited,  are  that  the  authorities  are  disposed  to  do  all 
their  power  to  relieve  this  great  and  frequent  suffering,  but  they  have 
»t  the  means.  The  memorialists  feel  that  Norfolk  is  a  marked  and  ex- 
ptional  case,  from  the  fact  that  probably  no  port  in  the  country  is  the 
ace  of  entry  of  so  large  a  number  of  vessels  from  all  parts  of  the 
orld  bound  North,  having  on  board  contagious  diseases  generated  by 
^og  voyages  in  warmer  climates  or  contracted  there.  They  ask  an  ap- 
ropriation  by  the  United  States  Government  of  (25,000  to  defray  the 
tpenses  of  tbe  erection  of  a  suitable  building  on  one  of  the  shoals  or 
ats  near  tbe  mouth  of  Elizabeth  River.    They  do  not  desire  any  further 
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aid,  and  promise,  on  behalf  of  the  city  of  Norfolk,  the  care  and  treat 
ment  of  such  patients  without  farther  expense  to  the  United  State 
Government. 

The  committee  are  satisfied  that  the  request  is  a  reasonable  and  jas 
one,  and  that  the  interests  of  humanity  demand  that  there  should  b 
some  immediate  and  proper  provision  for  saving  life  and  relieving  sol 
fering,  and  preventing,  as  far  as  possible,  the  removal  of  the  contagioi 
to  other  ports,  where  it  may  spre^  and  be  as  destructive  as  Norfolk  ha 
once  felt  it  to  be.  The  committee  feel  it  to  be  an  appropriation  by  th 
general  government  for  a  purpose  the  benefits  of  which  other  cities  wi! 
reap  as  well  as  Norfolk.  In  view  of  all  the  facts  of  the  case  the  con 
mittee  report  that  the  prayer  of  the  memorialists  be  granted,  and  tha 
the  sum  of  (25,000  be  appropriated  for  the  erection  of  a  suitable  stra( 
ture  in  which  cases  of  contagious  disease  arriving  on  ship- board  shoal 
be  placed  for  treatment. 

The  committee  recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompanying  bill. 


45th  Congress,  >    HOUSE  OP  BEPEE8ENTATIVES.     (  Report 
2d  Session.        ]  \  No.  630. 


SAMUEL  T.  ANDERSON. 


April  19, 1878.— Laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr. Frank  Jones,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval* Affairs,  submitted 

the  following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  148.] 

The  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs^  to  tohom  was  referred  the  hill  (H.  JB,  148) 
mtitled  "A  hill  for  the  relief  of  the  administrator  of  SamtuH  T.  Ander- 
sonj  of  Baltimore j^  after  careful  considarationy  respectfully  report: 

The  petition  of  the  administrator  of  the  late  Samuel  T.  Anderson 
8et8  forth  that  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  with  Great  Britain  in  1812 
the  said  Anderson  was  employed  as  naval  storekeeper  at  the  United 
States  navy-yard  at  New  York ;  that  Commodore  Chauncey,  on  taking 
command  of  the  naval  forces  on  the  lakes,  appointed  him  his  secretary, 
with  the  rank  and  pay  of  chaplain  in  the  Navy;  that  in  the  discharge 
of  the  duties  assigned  him  his  health  became  impaired  by  exposure  and 
hard  service,  for  which  he  was  in  1844  granted  a  pension. 

Bat  the  petitioner  states  that  the  <^  principal  claim  of  the  late  Samuel 
T.  Anderson  upon  the  United  States  was  for  services  rendered  in  the 
transport  service  for  the  naval  operations  on  the  lakes  during  the  war 
with  Great  Britain,'^  on  the  promise  of  the  then  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
that  he  should  ^'  receive  reasonable  compensation  "  therefor. 

No  proof  is  submitted  to  substantiate  this  claim  for  extra  services, 
which  is  alleged  to  have  been  performed  more  than  sixty  years  ago ;  and 
it  is  not  claimed  that  he  was  not  paid  in  full,  according  to  the  rank  he 
held  in  the  service  at  the  time. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  Mr.  Anderson  was  a  meritorious  officer,  dis- 
chargiDg  all  his  duties  with  promptness  and  fidelity,  but  iu  this  respect 
his  case  does  not  differ  from  hundreds  of  others  in  the  public  service, 
and  for  which,  in  connection  with  disabilities  contracted  in  the  pub- 
lic service,  he  was  for  more  than  30  years  paid  a  pension  from  the  gov- 
^nimeDt.  And  in  view  of  all  the  circumstances,  the  committee  are  led 
tocoDclude  that  a  sufficient  cause  for  special  legislation  does  not  appear 
in  thia  case,  and  to  report  adversely  thereon. 


4oTH  Congress,  >  HOUSE  OF  EEPRESENTATIVES.       i  Repobt 
U  SeMion.       f  \  No.  631. 


J.  D.  GRAHAM. 


Apbil  19,  I^JhJ.-^Laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Frank  Jones,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afifairs,  sabmitted  the 

following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  1404.] 

I  The  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  ( H.  B. 
U04)  entitled  "A  bill  for  the  relief  of  J.  D.  Graham,''  having  carefully 
and  folly  examined  and  considered  the  same,  resx>ectfally  report  that  it 
ought  not  to  pass. 

They  have  been  reluctant  to  come  to  this  conclusion,  considering  the 
gallantry  and  fidelity  of  the  memorialist }  yet,  in  view  of  all  the  foots, 
and  the  existing  laws  and  regulations  in  regard  to  the  naval  service, 
which  would  make  the  granting  of  relief  in  this  case  special  and  excep- 
tional in  its  character,  they  feel  compelled  to  report  adversely  thereon. 


45th  Congress,  )     HOUSE  OF  REPBESBSTXATIVES.    (  Repobt 
2d  SesHon.       )  \  No.  632. 


LIEUT.  COL.  WARD  MARSTON. 


April  19, 1878. — Laid  on  the  table  aod  ordered  to  he  printed. 


Mr.  Funk  Jones,  from  tbe  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  sabmitted  the 

following 

REPORT: 

The  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs^  to  tchom  teas  re/erred  the  petition  of 
Lieut,  Col.  Ward  Marston^  of  the  United  States  Marine  Corps  {retired)^ 
<^king  for  promotion  to  a  full  colonelcy  and  to  be  placed  on  the  retired- 
listj  with  the  pay  of  that  rank^  dating  from  the  death  of  Col,  John  Ear- 
m,  ichich  occurred  on  the  12th  of  May^  1864,  as  appears  from  the^state- 
ment  of  Col.  Charles  G.  McCatcley^  heretcith  submitted^  respectfully  report : 

In  order  to  more  fally  oDderstand  the  merits  of  this  case,  and  not  to 
doioJQstice  to  the  petitioner,  the  committee  made  inquiry  in  relation  to 
the  case  of  the  Hon.  R.  W.  Thompson,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  a  com- 
muDication  dated  December  8,*  1877.  The  reply  of  the  Secretary,  in- 
closing a  letter  from  Col.  Charles  6.  McCawley,  commandant  of  the 
Harine  Corps  of  the  Navy,  famishing  a  statement  of  facta  bearing  on 
the  merits  of  the  case,  is  herewith  submitted  as  a  part  of  this  report. 
Having  fully  considered  the  whole  subject,  the  committee  feel  compelled 
to  report  adversely  on  the  petition. 


Navy  Department, 
Washingionf  December  20, 1877. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  vour  communication  of  the  8th 
iBiUnt,  and  in  compliance  therewith  to  inclose  a  letter  from  Col.  Charles  G.  McCawley, 
eommandant  of  the  Marine  Corps,  famishing  a  statement  of  facts  in  the  case  of  Lieat. 
Col.  Ward  Marston. 
Very  respectfully, 

R.  W.  THOMPSON, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
Hon.  Frank  Jones, 

Cimmiitee  on  hiatal  Affairs^  House  of  Representatives. 


Headquartebs  Marine  Corps, 

Washington,  D.  C,  December  14, 1877. 

8ii :  Jo  obedience  to  the  order  of  the  department,  I  fnmish  herewith  a  statement  of 
'teto  io  the  case  of  Lient.  Col.  Ward  Marston,  United  States  Marine  Corps  (retired),  who 
>Mki  to  be  promoted  to  colonel  from  May,  1864. 

At  the  death  of  Col.  Commandant  John  Harris,  on  the  12th  May,  1864,  the  list  stood 
••foDoirSjViz: 

Colooel,  William  Dnlasy. 

Lientenant-ColoDels,  Ward  Marston,  John  George  Reynolds. 

Had  the  Navy  Department  seen  fit  to  promote  Colonel  Dnlany  to  colonel  comman. 


I 


2  LlEUt.    COL     WARD    MARSTON. 

dant.  Lieat.  Colonel  Ward  Marston  mi^ht  have  also  been  promoted  to  be  colonel ;  bat 
it  did  not,  and  aa  these  officers  were  all  beyond  62  years  of  age,  the  President  directed 
that  they  and  Mi^or  I.  T.  Donghty  be  all  retired,  and  Mj^jor  Jacob  Zeilin,  the  next  in 
rank,  promoted  to  be  colonel  commandant,  which  was  done.  Though  retired,  these  offi- 
cers remained  on  duty,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Marston  in  command  of  marines  at  Boston, 
Mass. 

Injustice  to  the  Marine  Corps,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  state  that,  since  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Marston  sets  up  this  extraordinary  claim  for  promotion,  I  should  inform  the 
department  that  while  thus  in  command  at  Boston,  he  appropriated  some  $8,000  bounty- 
money  belonging  to  the  enlisted  men  of  his  command,  and  being  unable  to  replace  it, 
was  brought  to  trial  in  October,  1865,  before  a  court-martial,  convened  at  the  Navy 
Department,  of  which  Admiral  Farraeut  was  president  and  1  was  a  member.  He  was 
convicted  upon  his  own  confession,  andsentenced  to  be  dismissed  and  rendered  incapable 
of  holding  any  office.  This  sentence  was  mitigated  by  President  Johnson  to  suspen- 
sion for  tm>ee  years,  and  ordering  that  he  make  sood  the  amount  (some  $8,000)  from  hi- 
pay,  the  government  having  previouslv  paid  the  men.  As  he  was  retired  frt>m  dutys 
then,  the  suspension  amounted  to  nothing,  and  after  several  years  he  paid  back  the 
money  from  his  pay. 

All  of  this  can  be  found  on  the  records  of  the  Navy  Department.    Mr.  Bell,  of  tb» 
Naval  Solicitor's  office,  was,  I  think,  the  judge-advocate. 

The  letter  of  the  Hon.  Frank  .Tones  is  herewith  returned. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  G.  McCAWLEY, 
Colonel  Commafidant 

Hon.  R.  W.  TnoMPSOX, 

Secretary  of  the  Kavy. 


l 


4oTH  Congress,  \    HOUSE  OF  EEPKESENTATIVES.     (  Kepoet 
2d  Session.       ]  \  Ko.  633. 


JOHI^  D.  MdGlLL. 


Ap&il  19, 1878. — Committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


Mr.  Habmeb,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  submitted  the 

following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  4418.] 

By  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3, 1875,  a  commission  was  created 
to  make  sale  and  conveyance  of  the  property  known  as  the  Philadelphia 
navy-yard.  Authority  was  given  to  advertise  the  sale,  and  of  the  news- 
papers selected  for  that  purpose  the  Georgetown  Courier  was  included. 
The  expenses  of  the  commission  were  to  be  paid  out  of  the  money  received 
from  the  sale  of  the  property,  which  included  the  advertising.  All  the 
bills  were  received  and  paid  except  for  advertising  in  the  Georgetown 
Courier,  which  was  not  presented  for  payment  nutiL  after  all  the  funds 
in  the  hands  of  the  commissioner  had  been  expended,  and  the  amount 
due  Mr.  McGill  remains  unpaid. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  says  the  claim-is  just,  the  charges  reason- 
able, and  recommends  the  payment  of  the  amount  due. 

Your  committee  recommend  that  the  bill  do  pass. 


45th  Congbess,  )    HOUSE  OF  KEPKBSENTATIVES.     j  Kepoet 
M  8e98wn.       f  }  No.  634. 


ir'ETER  MEAGHER. 


April  TJ,  1876.— Committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  Honse  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


Mr.  Habmeb,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  submitted  the 

following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  4419.] 

It  appears  from  the  facts  presented  and  the  correspondence  hereto 
annexed  that  Peter  Meagher  was  a  sergeant  in  Company  M,  First 
United  States  Artillery,  in  the  year  1861 ;  was  stationed  at  Fort  Jeffer- 
SOD,  Florida.  That  in  the  months  of  June,  July,  and  August  of  said 
year  several  vessels  arrived  at  the  post,  under  charter  from  the  Navy 
Department,  loaded  with  coal  for  the  use  of  the  Navy.  That  no  pro- 
Tiflion  had  been  made  for  unloading  these  vessels,  and  no  laborers  could 
be  obtained  except  from  the  troops.  Major  Arnold,  then  commanding 
the  post,  entered  into  an  arrangement  with  the  said  Peter  Meagher, 
promising  extra  pay  to  himself  and  such  soldiers  of  the  command  as 
would  volunteer,  when  off  duty,  to  unload  these  vessels. 

It  is  shown  that  the  work  was  executed  by  these  men  in  a  satisfactory 
maoner,  and  a  correct  account  kept  and  rendered  for  the  time  occupied 
for  performing  the  same.  The  rolls  show  that  Peter  Meagher  was  em- 
ployed thirty-seven  and  one-half  days,  at  82  per  day ;  that  he  employed 
anomber  of  men  to  assist  at  81  per  day,  and  that  he  paid  to  the  fol- 
lowiDgnamed  laborers  as  per  accompanying  vouchers,  viz : 

Loais Helt,  8  days, at $1  perday |8  00 

Victor  Helmkample,  8f  days,  at  $1  per  day 8  75 

William  M.  Kinsman,  Tif  days,  at|l  perday 12  75 

JaoMB  Riley,  5i  days,  at  $1  per  day 5  50 

Edward  F.  Riley,  25*  days,  at  |1  per  day *^5  50 

FreDch  Richards,  20  days,  at  91  perday 20  00 

Charles  Wilber,  14i  days,  at  $1  per  day 14  50 

Total  paid  oat 95  00 

Due  Peter  Meagher  for  ;i7i  days,  at  ^  per  day 75  00 

Total  amonntdae 170  00 

That  the  foregoing  account  is  correct ;  that  the  services  were  per- 
formed with  the  advice  of  Maj.  Louis  G.  Arnold,  commanding  Fort  Jef- 
ferson ;  that  it  was  impossible  to  procure  other  laborers  at  the  time  to 
perform  this  work ;  that  the  men  were  promised  pay  for  the  work  done ; 
and  that  the  above  amount,  under  the  arrangement  made  between  Ma- 
jor Arnold  and  Peter  Meagher,  is  fairly  due  to  the  men  who  performed 
this  worky  is  beyond  reasonable  doubt' 

Your  committee,  therefore,  recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompany- 
ing bill. 

O 


Congress,  )    HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES.     (  Report 
iSesmn.       ]  )  No.  635. 


ISABELLA  R.  McGUNNIGLE. 


April  19, 1878. — Laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


.'rittekden,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  submitted  the 

following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  2211.] 

ommittie  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Mil  (H.  R.  2211) 
the  relief  rf  Isabella  R.  McQunnigle,  tctdow  of  Lieut,  Commander 
son  McGunniglej  United  States  Navy,  report: 

t  prior  to  the  16th  day  of  September,  1855,  LieateDant-Commander 

DDigle  was  master  in  the  Naval  service,  and  from  that  date  he  per- 

l  the  duties  of  lieuteDant-commander  until  April  1,  1858,   by 

of  orders  from  his  superior  officers ;  and  while  performing  said 

as  lieutenant-commander,  to  wit,  from  the  15th  of  September, 

0  the  Ist  of  April,  1858,  he  only  received  pay  as  master.  The 
)n  now  is,  shall  the  widow  of  Lieutenant  McOunnigle  be  paid  the 
Dce  in  pay  for  that  time  between  the  two  ranks?  We  think  not, 
t  following  reason :  That  such  an  increase  would  bo  in  express 
on  of  section  2,  chapter  127,  page  616,  of  United  States  Statutes 
ge  of  1854-'55,  which  says:  *^And  officers  who  may  be  promoted 
the  vacancies  created  by  the  reserved  list  shall,  while  unemployed, 
3  only  the  Meave  of  absence'  or  'waiting  orders'  pay  to  which 
ould  have  been  entitled  if  such  promotion  had  not  been  made; 
len  employed  at  sea  or  on  other  duty,  they  shall  receive,  in  addition 
li  leave  of  absence  pay  or  waiting  orders  pay  to  which  they  would 
>een  entitled  if  such  promotion  had  not  been  made,  the  difference 
^n  the  'waiting  orders  or  leave  of  absence  pay'  and  the  lowest  sea- 
)  pay  of  the  grade  to  which  they  may  be  so  promoted."  And  said 
ther  contains  this  provision,  ''That  nothing  in  this  act  contained 
>e  held  or  construed  to  authorize  any  increase  of  the  aggregate 

the  said  grades  or  of  the  Naval  service  as  now  allowed  by  law." 
ct  established,  or  rather  there  was  established  under  this  act,  the 
ble  under  and  by  which  the  Navy  was  paid,  and  under  that  table 
nant  McOunnigle  was  paid  as  passed  master,  although  holding 
omoted  position  of  lieutenant-commander,  and  this  committee  has 
)w1edge  that  said  officer  ever  applied  or  contended  for  such  ad- 

1  pay  during  his  life,  under  the  construction  of  the  law  then  placed 
t  prohibiting  such  advanced  pay.  It  is  a  well-ascertained  fact, 
tie  creation  of  reduced  pay  for  those  so  promoted  was  a  leading 
lent  in  fav:>r  of  its  passage,  and  it  would  be  doing  violence  to  tbe 
lelf,  to  those  who  construed  it  when  enacted,  and  certainly  it  would 


2  ISABEUJL   R.    m'gUNNIGLE. 

be  doing  much  iojastice  to  many  other  meritorions  officers  who  have 
Iteen  exeloded  from  the  benefits  of  snch  a  constraction  of  the  law  as 
now  sought  for,  to  permit  the  bill  now  ander  review  to  become  a  law. 

Lieutenant-Commander  McGnnnigle  (then  a  passed  midshipman)  was 
one  among  a  large  number  of  officers  advanced  under  the  operation  ol 
the  act  above  referred  to,  whose  object  was  for  the  double  purpose  of  pit^ 
moting  the  efficiency  of  the  Navy  and  to  establish  the  reserved  list,  and 
not  for  the  purpose  of  giving  advanced  pay  to  those  promoted  under  01 
by  reason  of  it.    There  were  a  large  number  of  promotions  under  the  law, 
and  those  promoted  abided  by  the  construction  put  upon  the  law  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  at  the  time  and  immediately  after  its  passage;  and 
it  would  be  doing,  as  before  said,  much  injustice  to  that  number,  living 
or  dead,  to  recommend  the  passage  of  this  bill.    If  any  action  is  had, 
let  a  general  bill  be  passed  for  all  promoted  under  the  act  of  Februaiy 
25, 1S55,  and  that  is  not  recommended,  only  being  alluded  to  as  em- 
bodying more  justice  than  such  special  bills  as  the  one  now  before  tbia 
committee.    If  one  is  to  be  paid  let  all  be  paid  the  advanced  pay,  bnt 
the  law  as  it  now  stands  never  intended  any  such  payments  to  be  made. 
The  committee  report  adversely  on  the  bill. 


4orH  Congress,  ) 
M  Session.       ) 


HOUSE  OP  KEPRBSENTATIVES.     i  REPORT 

)  No.  636. 


RELIEF  OP  CERTAIN  NAVAL  OPPICERS. 


April  19, 1378. — Laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Crittenden,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  sabmitted  the 

following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  H.  Res.  86.] 

The  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  H.  Res.  86, 
report  the  same  back,  with  the  recommendation  that  it  shall  not  pass. 

The  committee  can  see  no  reason  why  the  seventy-five  individuals 
described  in  said  bill  shall  receive  money* to  which  they  are  not  entitled 
under  the  law.  If  the  joint  resolution  should  become  the  law,  the 
Berenty-five  graduates  would  receive  three  months  and  ten  days'  pay 
each  not  authorized  by  law,  an  equivalent  to  the  pay  of  one  ensign  for 
the  space  of  twenty  years,  or  a  year's  pay  each  to  twenty  ensigns. 

The  committee  ask  to  be  discharged  from  the  farther  consideration 
o(  the  joint  resolution. 


CoNaEBSS,  >    HOUSE  OF  EEPEESENTATIVE8.     (  Report 
i  SesHon.       ]  \  No.  637. 


THOENTON  A.  JENKINS. 


April  19, 1878.— -Laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


JRITTENDEN,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afifairs,  sabmitted  the 

following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  2315.] 

Jonimittee  on  Naval  Affairs^  to  whom  was  referred  the  billjH.  R,  2315) 
the  relief  of  Thornton  A.  Jenkins j  a  rear-admiral  in  the  United  States 
\vy,  on  the  retired-list^  report: 

at  on  the  25th  day  of  March,  1874,  Admiral  Jenkins  was  detailed 

)pointed,  by  the  direction  of  the  President,  a  ^^  commissioner  or 

tsentative  of  the  Navy  Department  and  the  Navy,  and  as  a  member 

6  board  of  the  execative  departments  of  the  government  at  the 

national  Exhibition  of  1876,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  a  complete 

larmonious  arrangement  of  the  articles  and  materials  designed  to 

:hibited  from  the  executive  departments  of  the  government,  to  be 

^ed  with  the  preparation,  arrangement,  and  safe-keeping  of  such 

es,  materials,"  &c. 

ar- Admiral  Jenkins  was  on  the  retired-list  when  detailed  as  a  mem- 

f  the  centennial  board,  drawing  pay  at  the  rate  of  $4,500  per  year, 

ing  three-fourths  of  the  highest  sea-pay  of  his  grade-^that  is,  three- 

bs  of  $6,000  ]  and  now,  by  the  bill  under  consideration,  it  is  asked 

the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  authorized  and  directed  to  pay  to 

•Admiral  Jenkins  such  a  sum  of  money  as  shall  be  equivalent  to 

lifference  between  the  pay  of  a  retired  rear-admiral  and  that  of  the 

&st  rate  of  pay  of  a  rear-admiral  on  the  active-list  of  the  Navy  from 

15th  of  March,  1874,  to  the  30th  of  June,  1877,  inclusive. 

e  highest  rate  of  pay  of  a  rear-admiral,  as  before  stated,  is  $6,000, 

h  he  receives  when  at  sea  or  when  in  charge  of  a  bureau  of  the  de- 

nent.    The  highest  rate  of  pay  of  such  an  officer  on  «Aore-duty  is 

K)  per  annum. 

e  bill  proposes  to  give  Eear- Admiral  Jenkins  the  difference  between 

K)  and  $6,000  per  annum  for  the  time  he  was  on  such  detailed  or  ap- 

ted  duty. 

lere  are  two  questions  which  present  themselves  at  once  when  we 

rtake  a  consideration  of  the  bill : 

rst.  Can  Bear- Admiral  Jenkins  be  paid  at  all  an  increased  sum 

T  the  law  in  existence  at  the  time  the  detail  was  made  ? 

cood.  If  he  can,  should  the  pay  be  that  as  on  shore-duty,  to  wit, 

K),  or  that  as  on  sea  duty,  to  wit,  $6,000,  for  the  time  he  was  so  en- 

d? 

ction  1462  of  the  Bevised  Statutes  states  that  no  officer  on  the  re- 


2  THORNTON   A.    JENKINS. 

tired-list  of  the  Navy  shall  be  employed  on  active  duty  except  in  tiin< 
of  war.    Was  he  engaged  in  such  duties  "in  time  of  war''  t 

Section  1592  of  the  same  statutes  states,  "  Officers  on  the  retired-list 
when  on  active  duty,  shall  receive  the  full  pay  of  their  respective  grades. 

If  one  section  must  construe  the  other,  then  the  words  "  active  duty 
in  the  last  section  mean  that  character  of  duty  "  in  time  of  war,"  no 
on  other  occasions,  however  important,  however  beneficial,  that  dut; 
was  to  the  government. 

With  this  view  of  the  law,  the  committee,  with  great  reluctance,  mas 
decide  that  the  officer  is  entitled  to  no  increased  pay  for  the  time  he  wai 
so  engaged. 

Before  closing,  the  committee  must  state,  in  justice  to  Bear- Admiral 
Jenkins,  that  he  organized  and  managed  the  duties  allotted  to  him 
with  marked  economy,  ability,  and  discretion,  and,  in  the  language  of 
E.  W.  Thompson,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  "  was  chiefly  instrumental  in 
any  success  which  the  Navy  Department  and  the  Navy  attained  as  an 
exhibitor  at  the  Centennial  Exhibition.'^  Such  officers  should  receive 
the  commendations  of  a  whole  country,  and  be  exemplars  to  those  on 
active  duty  in  the  Navy  of  our  country.  If  merit  were  the  standard 
by  which  this  officer  should  bo  and  is  considered,  the  committee  woald, 
without  hesitation,  recommend  the  passage  of  the  bill  in  its  present 
form;  but  as  our  obligation  is  to  the  law  and  the  government,  we  most 
decide  adversely  on  the  bill. 


45th  Congress,  i    HOUSE  OF  EEPRESENTATIVES.     (  Eepoet 
2d  Sessum.       )  \  Ko.  638. 


THORNTON  A.  JENKINS. 


April  19, 1878.— Laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Crittenden,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  submitted  the 

following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  2314.] 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2314)  for  the 
relief  of  Thornton  A.  Jenkins,  in  the  payment  of  a  sam  of  money  found 
to  be  the  difiference  between  the  lawful  pay  of  a  commander  in  the  Navy, 
according  to  the  different  duties  performed,  and  that  of  lieutenant  in 
the  Navy,  from  the  14th  day  of  September,  1855,  the  date  of  his  promo- 
tion from  the  grade  of  lieutenant  to  that  of  commander,  to  the  1st  day 
of  Jane,  1860,  report  adversely  on  the  bill,  because  it  is  in  opposition  to, 
and  violation  of,  sectioh  2,  chapter  127,  page  616  of  the  United  States 
Statutes  at  Large  of  1854-'55. 

The  committee  here  report  that  at  the  time  of  the  promotion  or  ad- 
vancement of  Lieutenant  Jenkins  to  that  of  commander  there  was  a 
large  number  of  officers  of  the  Navy  also  promoted,  and  it  was  known 
and  understood  at  the  time  of  the  promotions  that  no  advancement  of 
pay  was  to  accompany  the  promotion ;  and  it  is  also  a  fact  that  the 
above  law  would  not  have  been  enacted  by  Congress  had  it  been  held 
at  the  time,  or  even  contended  for,  that  an  advancement  of  pay  was 
to  accompany  the  advancement  in  rank.    This  committee  reported  ad- 
versely on  House  bill  2211,  in  favor  of  Isabella  R.  McGunnigle,  which 
is  similar  to  the  bill  now  under  consideration,  and  involves  precisely  the 
same  points;  and  the  same  decision  is  reached  in  House  bill  2314  as  was 
io  House  bill  2311,  and  they  ask  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sidewtion  of  this  bill. 


45th  Congress,  )    HOUSE  OF  KEPEESENTATIVES.     (  Repobt 

I  No.  639. 


2d8esH(m. 


J.  J.  ODELL. 


April  19, 1878.— Laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Cbittenden,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  submitted  the 

following 

REPORT: 

• 

The  Committee  ou  Naval  Afifairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  John  J.  Odell,  asking  to  be  placed  on  the  retired-list,  beg  leave  to 
report  adversely,  upon  the  ground  that  the  retiring-laws  have  always, 
vithoat  exception,  been  construed  as  applying  only  to  officers  of  the 
l^avy  holding  commissions  or  warrants  from  the  President,  whose  names 
are  borne  on  the  Navy  Eegister,  and  whose  positions  are  of  a  permanent 
character.  Mr.  Odell  occupied  the  position  of  commander's  clerk  con- 
tinuously since  the  year  1835,  and  has  made  an  honest  and  efficient  one. 
Clerks  to  commanding  and  pay  officers  are  not  commissioned  or  war- 
ranted ;  are  not  borne  on  the  Navy  Hegister }  are  not,  therefore,  in  the 
reach  or  purview  of  the  law  creating  the  retired-list.  That  list  is 
already  too  full,  and  in  many  instances  there  are  officers  on  that  list 
^ho  should  not  be  there  by  law,  or  in  respect  to  many  worthy  officers 
on  that  list.  Mr.  Odell  has  been  a  worthy  clerk  for  almost  a  half  cen- 
tury, and  it  is  regretted  that  the  law  under  which  he  seeks  to  be  retired 
is  not  broad  enough  to  cover  such  an  exceptional  case  as  that  of  the 
petitioner's. 


45th  Congress,  \   HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES,      i  Report 
U  Session.       f  \  No.  640. 


WILLIAM  BLANCETT. 


AfKiL  19, 1878. — Committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


^frJlAGEET,  from  the  Committee  on  Revolationary  Pensions,  submitted 

the  following 

REPORT: 

[To  acoompany  bill  H.  B.  1616.] 

( 
I 

^ke  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions^  to  tohom  was  referred  the  InU 
(B,  R.  1616)  granting  a  pension  to  William  Blancettj  of  Patrick  Oounty^ 
Virginiaj  a  soldier  of  the  war  of  1812,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following 
r^ort: 

It  is  in  evidence,  by  letter  of  Third  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 

ineot,  that  William  Blancett  served  as  a  private  in  Gapt.  John  L.  Houser's 

^mpany  of  North  Oarolina  Militia,  war  of  1812,  from  the  28th  day  of 

SVember,  1814,  to  the  22d  day  of  February,  1815,  and  was  allowed 

ifteen  days'  travel.    Also,  that  the  case  was  reported  years  ago  for 

K>anty-land. 

The  claimant  alleges  that  he  was  a  pensioner,  and  was  dropped  from 

he  rolls  under  the  act  of  February  14, 1862,  and  desires  restoration. 

Qie  Commissioner  of  Pensions,  however,  recites  that  ^^  a  very  careful 

search  of  the  records  of  his  office  fails  to  elicit  any  evidence  that  a  per- 

coQ  of  that  name  and  service  has  ever  applied  for  pension  as  an  invalid 

or  survivor." 

Inasmuch  as  there  apx>ears  to  be  a  conflict  of  testimony,  and  as  there 

lag  an  undoubted  service  of  the  said  William  Blancett  for  a  period  of 

thiee  months  and  nine  days,  as  shown  by  the  rolls  in  the  office  of  the 

Third  /Auditor,  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  committee  that  the  said  William 

Blancett  is  entitled  to  relief,  and  therefore  report  favorably  upon  the 

^eand  recommend  the  passage  of  the  bill. 


45th  Congress,  )    HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES,     i  Report 


2d  Session, 


! 


! 


No.  641. 


DAVID  MITCHELL  AND  MARY  FULLER. 


April  19, 1878. — Laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mt.Mackey,  from  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions,  submitted 

the  following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  2293.  ] 

Tk  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions^  to  tchom  icas  referred  tlie  bill 

Jff.  R.  229J,  respectfully  report : 

That  it  appears  from  the  papers  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Commissioner 
of  Pensions  that  the  application  for  pensions  was  rejected  for  want  of 
sufficient  service,  under  the  provisions  of  the  then  existing  laws ;  and 
in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  claimants  being  now  entitled  to  a  pen- 
sion under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  March  9, 1878,  upon  application 
to  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions,  they  therefore  report  back  the  bill 
to  the  House,  and  request  that  the  committee  be  discharged  from  the 
fiirther  consideration  of  the  same,  and  that  the  bill  lie  on  the  table. 


45th  CONOBESS, )    HOUSE  OF  EEPRBSENT ATI VE8.    (  Rbpoet 
2d  Session.       f  \  No.  642. 


LAUEA  SEAMAN. 


Afbil19,  1878. — Committed  to   the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  and  ordered  to 

be  printed. 


Mr.  Eddiel,  f rom  the  Committee  on  Bevolationary  Pensious,  submitted 

the  following 

REPORT: 

[To  acoompany  bill  H.  R.  705.] 

the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions^  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 
{S.  R.  705)  granting  a  pension  to  Laura  Seaman^  icidow  of  Elricy  Sea- 
maHj  soldier  of  the  war  of  lS12j  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report  : 

It  is  in  evidence  that  the  said  Elricy  Seaman  was  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States  daring  the  war  of  1812,  for  the  period  of  32  days.  Also^ 
that  the  said  Lanra  Seaman  made  application  at  the  United  States 
Pension  Office  for  a  pension,  as  his  widow,  for  said  service,  and  that  the 
daim  was  rejected  May  8, 1873,  by  reason  of  want  of  evidence  of  60 
days'  service,  the  same  being  required  by  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
February  14, 1871. 

The  provisions  of  the  act  approved  March  11, 1878,  granting  pensions 
to  the  surviving  soldiers  of  the  war  of  1812  and  their  widows,  entitle 
the  claimant  to  relief,  by  making  proper  application  at  the  United  States 
Pension  Office.  The  committee  therefore  return  the  bill  to  the  House, 
uidask  to  be  discharged  from  the  farther  consideration  of  the  same. 


45th  Congress,  )    HOUSE  OF  EEPEESENTATIVES.     /  Eepoet 
2d  Session.       ]  \  No.  643. 


JANE  MOOEE. 


April  19, 1876.— Laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.KmuEL,  from  the  Committee  on  Eevolationary  Pensions,  submiited 

the  following 

EEPORT: 

[To  accompEDy  biU  H.  R.  3072.] 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions^  to  whom  wcls  referred  the  bill 
(H,  B,  3072)  granting  a  pension  to  Jane  Moore^  widow  of  Capt  Stephen 
H.  Moore^  captain  of  First  Baltimore  VolunteerSy  in  the  war  Ojri812, 
beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  r^ort : 

It  is  in  evidence  that  Captain  Moore  enlisted  and  served  as  represented, 
]id  that  he  lost  his  leg  in  battle  at  Little  York,  Canada,  April  27th, 
813,  and  was  in  receipt  of  a  pension  at  the  rate  of  $20  per  month,  com- 
lencing  October  1, 1813,  and  died  March  29, 1841. 
It  is  also  in  evidence  that  the  petitioner  was  married  to  the  said 
tephen  H.  Moore  December  18, 1821,  and  has  remained  a  widow  since 
le  death  of  her  hasband.  Also,  that  she  applied  for  a  continuance  to 
erself  of  the  pension  granted  her  hasband,  on  the  ground  that  he  died 
^wounds  received  in  the  service.  The  application  was  suspended  for 
ant  of  medical  testimony  that  her  hasband  died  of  wounds  received  in 
e  service. 

This  limitation  as  to  testimony  having  been  removed  by  the  provis- 
os of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  March  9, 1878,  the  committee  re- 
m  the  bill  to  the  House  and  ask  to  be  discharged  from  the  further 
Qsideration  of  the  same,  as,  in  their  opinion,  the  claimant  is  entitled 
relief  under  the  provisions  of  said  act,  by  making  proper  application 
the  United  States  Pension  Office. 


45th  Congress,  >  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES.      (  Report 
U  Seman.       ]  \  No.  644. 


BRIGHT  BYRD. 


April  19, 1878.— Laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Hr.KiMMRL,  from  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions,  submitted 

the  following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  1344.] 

Tke  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 
{H.  R,  1344)  granting  a  pension  to  Bright  Byrd,  a  soldier  in  the  North 
Carolina  VolunteerSy  war  1812,  respectfully  report : 

That  the  claimant  alleges  service  for  forty-five  days  during  the  war 
of  1812,  as  a  private  in  the  company  commanded  by  Capt.  William 
flenry  Grey,  in  one  of  the  North  Carolina  regiments,  commanded  by 
Colonel  Ship,  and  that  for  said  service  he  received  from  the  government 
aland  warrant. 

Having  served  but  forty-five  days,  he  was  unable  to  obtain  a  pension 
/or  the  same,  as  the  act  of  February  14, 1871,  required  sixty  days'  ser- 
Tice.  The  act  of  March  9, 1878,  having  removed  that  limitation,  the 
claimant  is  entitled  to  relief  by  making  proper  application  at  the  United 
States  Pension  Office. 

The  committee,  therefore,  retnm  the  bill  to  the  House,  and  ask  to  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  same,  and  that  it  may 
be  laid  on  the  table. 


45th  Conoeess,  (    HOUSE  OF  EEPRESENTATIVES.     /  Repoet 
USesHan.       f  J  No.  645. 


MARTHA  J.  ROBINSON. 


April  19, 1878. — Committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


Mr.  A^iEEicus  V.  Rice,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions,  sub- 
mitted the  following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  B.  471.] 

The  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions^  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  {H,  B.  471) 
granting  a  pension  to  Martha  J.  Robinson^  widow  of  James  H.  Robinson^ 
mnetime  commander  Company  E^  Fifth  Regiment  Indiana  Cavalry 
Volunteers^  have  had  the  same  under  consideration^  and  asJc  leave  to  sub- 
nit  the  following  report : 

The  committee  find,  from  the  records  of  the  Surgeon- GeneraPs  Office, 
ftom  the  Adjutant-Oeneral's  Office;  and  from  the  certificate  of  disability 
on  which  he  was  discharged,  that  he  was  enlisted  August  18, 1862,  and 
was  honorably  discharged,  September  26, 1863,  of  chronic  pneumonia, 
at  Louisville,  Ky.  It  is  also  in  proof  by  the  affidavits  of  five  dif- 
ferent witnesses,  all  of  whom  are  vouched  for  as  being  reliable,  that  the 
soldier  entered  the  service  a  healthy,  sound  man,  and  became  diseased 
while  in  the  service  and  in  the  line  of  duty.  Some  of  the  witnesses 
swear  to  visiting  him,  among  them  his  step-mother,  and  waiting  on  him 
for  weeks  in  hospital  while  sick  at  Louisville,  Ey. ;  that  they  know  he 
was  sick  when  discharged,  and  was  never  afterward  able  to  work,  but 
lingered  along  and  finally  died  of  the  disease  for  which  he  was  discharged. 
The  evidence  is  conclusive  that  he  was  sound  at  enlistment ;  that  his 
health  was  broken  down  in  the  service  and  in  the  line  of  duty^  and  that 
he  lingered  along  and  finally  died  of  the  same  disease,  leaving  his  widow, 
Hartba  J.  Robinson,  and  one  child,  Abraham  L.  Robinson,  born  March 
19,1862,  entitled  to  pension. 

The  committee,  therefore,  report  back  the  accompanying  bill  and 
Commend  its  passage. 


45th  CoNaRESS, )    HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES.     (  Bepoet 
2d8e98ion.       ]  )  No.  646. 


OLIVER  H.  IRONS. 


April  19, 1876.— Committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  Hooae  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


Mr.AMEBicus  V.  Rice,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Peusions,  sub- 
mitted the  following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  636.] 

The  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions,  to  wlwm  was  referred  the  bill  (H.  B. 
636)  granting  a  pension  to  Oliver  S.  IronSy  after  consideration  thereof  j 
regpectfully  report : 

Oliver  H.  Irons  was  in  good  bodily  health  when,  on  27th  of  July,  1862, 
lie  enlisted  in  the  United  States  service  in  Company  D,  Twenty-third 
Michigan  Volunteers.  During  his  term  of  service,  he  was  once  in  hos- 
pital on  account  of  pneumonia,  and  once  on  account  of  typhoid  fever, 
from  both  of  which  he  recovered ;  but  in  1865,  at  Bowling  Green,  Ey., 
be  was  attacked,  while  in  service,  with  chronic  diarrhea,  under  which 
lie  was  still  suffering  at  the  time  of  his  discharge.  The  testimony  of 
two  physicians  who  attended  him  during  three  years  from  the  time  of 
bis  discharge  shows  that  the  diarrhea  continued  until  it  affected  the 
optic  nerve,  and  soon  after  it  ceased;  that  the  affection  of  the  optic  nerve, 
in  their  opinion,  was  the  result  of  the  chronic  diarrhea ;  that  in  conse- 
qnence  thereof  be  has  become  totally  blind,  and  one  of  his  eyes  has  been 
entirely  cut  out;  that  the  uncontradicted  evidence  clearly  traces  the  loss 
of  bis  sight  to  the  service.  Your  committee  would,  therefore,  report 
faTorably  on  the  bill  submitted,  the  case  appearing  to  be  one  of  greal 
merit  and  extreme  hardship,  and  recommend  the  passage  of  the  bill. 
The  bill  passed  the  House  of  the  Forty-fourth  Congress,  but  for  want  of 
time  did  not  reach  the  Senate. 


45th  CoNaRESS,  >    HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES.     (  Report 
2d  Sesrion.       f  \  No.  647. 


AUGUST  MELLON. 


April  19, 1878.— Committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


Mr.  AsiERicus  V.  Rice,  from  the  Committee  od  Invalid  Pensions,  sub- 

mittei  the  following 

REPORT: 

[To  acoompaoy  bill  H.  B.  4421.] 

M 

The  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions^  to  whom  was  referred  the  hill  {H.  R, 
990)  granting  a  pension  to  August  Mellonj  late  a  private  in  Company  D, 
F&urth  Michigan  Cavalry,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and 
(uk  leave  to  submit  the  following  report : 

That  the  said  Angnst  Mellon  was  mustered  into  the  service  Angast 
28)  1862,  and  was  discharged  on  sargeou's  certificate  by  reason  of  gen- 
eral debility,  September  30, 1863. 

The  statement  made  by  claimant  is  that  he  is  over  sixty  years  old ; 
that  in  the  winter  of  the  year  1863  he  came  with  his  regiment  from 
Nashville  to  Mnrfreesborongh,  and  on  the  first  day  of  the  battle  of  Mur- 
freesborongh  he  was  ordered  by  his  captain  to  take  charge  of  three  sick 
borses;  be  rode  on  one  and  led  the  other  two.  While  passing  along  a 
steep  hillside,  with  the  two  led  horses  on  the  upper  side,  the  one  he  was 
riding  stumbled  and  fell  and  both  the  other  horses  rolled  over  him, 
braising  bim  severely  so  that  the  blood  poured  from  his  lungs,  and  he 
vas  rendered  utterly  helpless  and  disabled.  He  was  entirely  alone 
wben  this  occurred.  A  captain  of  artillery  with  two  men  afterward 
foand  him  and  carried  him  to  a  stable  where  he  was  cared  for  for  a  few 
days  until  he  was  able  to  again  mount  his  horse.  His  injuries  thus  re- 
oeired  caused  frequent  bleeding  of  the  lungs,  and  he  was  no  longer  fit 
for  service.  He  has  ever  since  been  unable  to  find  any  of  the  soldiers 
vho  took  care  of  him,  and  can  furnish  no  proof  whatever  of  those  who 
witnessed  his  first  suiterings.  In  his  application  for  pension  he  files  the 
affidavit  of  George  W.  Fish,  surgeon  of  the  Fourth  Michigan  Cavalry, 
▼bo  states  that  during  the  early  part  of  January,  1863,  be  treated  bim  for 
disease  of  the  lungs,  induced,  as  he  verily  believes,  by  an  injury  caused 
by  his  being  thrown  from  his  horse  and  trampled  upon  while  in  the  line 
of  his  duty;  that  he  was  an  able-bodied  man  at  the  time  of  his  enlist- 
ment 

The  evidence  was  considered  insufficient  at  the  department  until 
barred  by  section  4717. 

The  surgeon  of  the  National  Home  at  Dayton,  Ohio,  where  this 
claimant  spent  some  time,  certifies  that  he  was  disabled  for  work  by 
bemorrhage  of  the  lungs. 

The  committee  believe  he  was  sound  when  he  entered  the  service, 
and  that  his  lung  trouble  was  contracted  as  alleged,  and  that  he  is 
worthy  to  receive  the  bounty  of  the  government,  and  therefore  report 
back  the  bill  H.  R.  No.  990,  with  a  substitute,  recommending  the  passage 
of  the  same. 

O 


45ra  CoNGKBSS, »     HOUSE  OF  KEPKESENTATIVE8.     (  Report 


2d  Se^ian.       i  \  No.  648. 


WILLIAM  BUCKLEY. 


April  19, 1878. — Laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Amebicus  V.  Kige,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions,  sub- 
mitted the  following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  biU  H.  E.  991.] 

TkeCommittee  an  Invalid  Pensions^  to  whom  teas  referred  the  bill  {H.  R. 
991)  granting  a  pension  to  William  Buckley j  sometime  private  in  Com- 
pany  C,  Fiftieth  Ohio  Volunteers^  have  had  the  same  under  considera- 
tmj  and  submit  the  following  report : 

Claimant  alleges  mnster  at  Hamilton,  Ohio,  by  Captain  Carr,  United 
States  enrollingofflcer,  in  Company  C  of  said  Fiftieth  Ohio  Volunteers, 
eommanded  by  Capt.  Charles  Dietrich.  That  while  on  duty  at  Camp 
Chase,  Ohio,  in  the  spring  of  1862,  during  a  night  alarm,  caused  by 
prisoners  attempting  to  escape,  he  fell  over  a  stump  and  injured  his 
ankle.  That  a  short  time  after  this  his  company  was  consolidated  with 
the  Sixty-first  Ohio  Volunteers,  and  that,  owing  to  the  injuries  alleged, 
he  was  refused  muster  therein.  He  applied  for  pension  in  1863,  and 
the  examining-surgeon  reports  ^^  a  slight  enlargement  of  limb  at  ankle- 
joint,  said  to  be  the  result  of  injuries  received.  Power  and  action 
not  impaired  to  any  appreciable  extent.  Origin  doubtful.''  Thereupon 
the  application  was  rejected. 

The  only  evidence  submitted  in  support  of  the  claim  is  the  affidavit 
of  Captain  Dietrich.  There  is  no  record  evidence  on  file  at  the  War 
Department  showing  the  soldier's  service. 

Yoar  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  evidence  is  not  sufficient 

to  establish  the  claim.    They  ask  to  be  discharged,  and  that  the  bill  be 

indefinitely  postponed. 


45th  Congress,  (    HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES,     i  Report 
MSeman.       ]  \  No.  649. 


WILLIAM  D.  COB  AUG  H. 


April  19,  1878— Laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Americus  v.  Rice,  from  the  Committee  on  Invcilid  Pensions,  sub- 
mitted the  following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  1362.] 

Tie  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions^  to  uchom  was  referred  the  bill  (H,  R. 
1^2)  granting  an  increase  of  pension  to  William  2>.  Cobaughj  after  a 
careful  consideration  of  thefactSj  respectfully  report : 

That  William  D.  Cobangh  was  a  private  in  Company  A,  in  the  Third 
Begiment  of  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  in  the  war  of  1861-1805 ;  that  while 
in  service,  in  the  line  of  his  daty,  he  lost  his  left  leg,  which  was  ampa- 
tated  aboQl  foar  inches  below  the  knee,  and  now  receives  therefor  a  pen- 
sioD,  on  certificate  No.  31895,  at  the  rate  of  $18  per  month.    The  pen- 
uer  was  personally  before  yonr  committee,  and,  from  a  careful  inquiry 
aDd  examination,  year  committee  find  the  pensioner's  limb,  from  the 
length  of  the  stomp  and  the  character  of  the  amputation,  as  fully  dis- 
qualifies and  disables  him  as  though  his  limb  had  been  amputated  at 
aboT6  the  knee. 
The  bill  of  the  claimant  asks  for  a  pension  at  the  rate  of  $24  per 
numth  in  lieu  of  that  which  he  is  now  receiving. 
The  committee  feel  that  the  case  is  deserving,  and  that  the  claimant 
OQghtto  have  the  increased  amount ;  but  inasmuch  as  the  committee 
We  already  reported  a  general  bill  covering  such  cases  as  the  claim- 
aDt\  giving  the  amount  of  pension  asked  for,  would  report  back  the 
bill  to  the  House  with  an  adverse  recommendation,  and  ask  that  it  lie 
oil  the  table. 


46th  Conobess,  )     HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES.      (  REPORT 

']  t  No.  650. 


U  Session. 


GEORGE  FRITZ. 


April  19, 1878. — Committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  and  ordered  to  he 

printed. 


Mr.  Goldsmith  W.  Hewitt,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions, 

submitted  the  following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  hill  H.  B.  3440.] 

Tke  Committee  on  Invalid  PefisionSj  to  tchom  was  referred  the  bill  (E.  R. 
3440)  granting  a  pension  to  Oeorge  Fritz^  First  Regiment  United  States 
Dragoons^  have  had  the  same  under  consideration^  and  subm,it  the  follow- 
ing  report  thereon : 

This  soldier  was  mustered  into  the  service  in  1847.  While  on  duty  a 
borse  kicked  him  and  injured  his  leg.  He  was  discharged  from  the 
semce  in  1850.  In  1861  he  again  entered  the  service  of  his  country  in 
defense  of  the  Federal  Union,  and  served  as  second  lieutenant  of  Com- 
pany E,  Fourth  Cavalry,  Ohio  Volunteers,  until  June  20, 1862,  at  which 
time  he  was  forced  to  resign  on  account  of  his  wound  in  the  leg  from 
the  injury  aforesaid  in  1847.  The  committee  are  satisfied  that  he  should 
iiare  a  pension,  and  report  said  bill  back  and  recommend  that  the 
same  do  pass. 

O 


1 


45th  Congress,  )    HOUSE  OF  EEPRESENTATIVES.     (  Kepobt 
2d  Session.       j  }  No.  651. 


MRS.  MARIA  L.  MAXWELL. 


April  19, 1878. — ^Gommitted  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


Mr.  Goldsmith  W.  Hewitt,  from  the  Coinmittee  on  Invalid  Pensions, 

submitted  the  following 

EEPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  B.  2289.] 

Tke  Committee  on  Invalid  PensionSj  to  whom  was  re/erred  the  bill  (H,  R. 
2289)  granting  a  pension  to  Mrs.  Maria  L.  Maxwell^  widow  of  W,  O. 
Maxwell,  late  a  private  in  Company  D,  of  the  Twelfth  Regiment  Ohio 
Volunteers,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  submit  thefoUoiv- 
ing  report  thereon : 

The  applicant,  a  widow  of  a  soldier  who  lost  his  life  in  the  service  of 
liis  coantry,  applied  for  a  pension  in  regular  form,  which  was  rejected 
apoQ  the  ground  that  the  name  of  her  said  deceased  husband  did  not 
appear  upon  the  rolls  of  the  regiment  to  which  she  alleged  her  said 
iiosband  was  attached.    The  proof  is  clear  and  conclusive  that  William 
C.  Maxwell  did  enlist  in  said  company  of  said  regiment,  but  was  taken 
sick  from  exposure  in  camp  before  he  was  regularly  mustered  into  the 
service,  and  soon  thereafter  died.    This  widow  should  long  ago  have 
had  a  pension.    The  committee  report  back  said  bill  with  favorable  rec- 
ommendation. 


«TH  CoNaRESS,  \   HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES.     (  Report 
2d  Session.       f  \  No.  652. 


JOHN  HALEY. 


April  19, 1878. — Committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


Mr.  Goldsmith  W.  Hewitt,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid  PeDsions, 

submitted  the  following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  hill  H.  B.  1959.] 

The  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 
(H«  B.  1959)  granting  a  pension  to  John  Haley,  have  had  the  same  under 
consideration,  and  report  it  back  with  a  favorable  recommendation.  The 
committee  are  satisfied  that  this  soldier  is  entitled  to  a  pension. 


45th  Congress,  )     HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES.    |  Report 
2d  Session.       f  \  No.  653. 


MARCELLUS  WILSON. 


April  19, 1878. — Committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


Mr.  Goldsmith  W.  Hewitt,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions, 

sabmitted  the  following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  3605.] 

The  ('Ommittee  on  Invalid  Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 
(H.  B.  3605)  restoring  Marcellns  Wilson  to  the  pension-roll,  has  had  the 
same  ander  consideration,  and  report  it  back  with  an  amendment, 
and  recommend  that  it  do  pass.    This  man  was  a   soldier   of  the 
Mexican  war  of  1847,  and  was  discharged  for  disability,  and  snbse- 
qaently  applied  for  and  obtained  a  pension^  December  11, 1847,  of  eight 
dollars  per  month,  which  was  regularly  paid  him  nntil  March  4,  1^5. 
No  farther  application  having  been  made  for  payment  of  his  pension 
antil  after  the  passage  of  the  act  July  27, 1868,  his  name  was  dropped 
from  the  pension-roll.    He  snbseqnently  applied  for  his  restoration  to 
the  roll,  bat  his  application  was  refused  upon  the  ground  that  no  disa- 
bility existed  incurred  in  the  line  of  duty  in  the  mUitary  service  of  the 
(»antry.    The  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  he  proves  satisfacto- 
rily that  he  is  suffering  from  his  old  disease  of  the  spine  for  which  he 
was  originally  pensioned. 


45th  Congbess,  >    HOUSE  OF  KEPRBSBNTATIVES.     i  Report 
2d  Semon.       ]  \  ^No.  654. 


DANIEL  ASHBY. 


April  19, 1878.~Laid  on  the  table  and.ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Steele,  from  the  Committee  on  Bevolationary  Pensions,  submitted 

the  following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  2455.] 

Tke  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions^  to'whotn  was  referred  the  bill 
{KB,  2455)  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Ashbi/j  of  Missouri^  has  considered 
the  samej  and  beg  leave  to  report : 

\ 

That  the  reasons,  heretofore  existing,  for  the  rejection  of  the  claim  of 

«aid  Ashbj  by  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions  having  been  removed  by 

the  act  of  March  9, 1878,  there  is  no  necessity  for  further  legislation  on 

the  subject.    He  is  entitled  to  a  pension  under  the  laws,  and  will,  no 

doabt,  receive  it  upon  making  proper^application. 


4oTH  Congress,  i     HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES,     i  Report 
2d  Semon.       ]  }  No.  655. 


JACOB  F.  RUTH. 


April  19,  1873.— Committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  and  ordered  to 

be  printed. 


Mr.  Walsh,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions,  submitted  the 

following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  3059.] 

The  Committee  on  Invalid  PensionSj  to  whom  was  re/erred  the  bill  {H.  R. 
3059)  granting  a  pension  to  Jacob  F.  Ruthy  report : 

That  the  claimant  enlisted  in  Augnst,  1864,  as  a  private  in  Compan}^ 
I  I,  Fifth  Regiment  of  Pennsylvania  Heavy  Artillery,  and  was  honorably 
I  discharged  Jane  30, 1865.   On  the  2d  Jane,  1865,  at  Fairfax,  Ya.,  he  was 
I  exposed  to  the  sun  at  midday,  on  dnty,  and  was  attacked  by  sunstroke, 
m  from  which  he  contracted  heart-disease  and  anacomia  of  the  brain,  for 
which  he  was  treated  at  the  time  by  the  sargeon  of  the  regiment.    Two 
of  his  comrades  prove  the  injury  at  above  time  and  place.    The  captain 
caoDot  be  foand.    There  are  statements  of  citizens  in  the  case  that  the 
claimant  always  complained  before  enlistment  as  mach  as  since,  and 
oerer  liked  to  work,  and  that  he  appears  as  well  as  he  ever  was.    On 
the  other  hand,  three  of  his  neighbors  swear  he  was  sound  and  strong 
when  he  entered  service,  and  suffers  in  heart  and  head  since  he  came 
out  of  it,  and  is  broken  down  and  able  to  do  only  light  work.    The  regi- 
mental surgeon  testifies  he  attended  claimant  in  June,  1865,  at  Fairfax, 
for  sunstroke,  and  that  he  was  nnconscioas  when  called  to  see  him.    Ex- 
amining surgeons  report  him  disabled  from  heart-disease.    The  regi- 
mental sargeon  says  the  stroke  developed  the  heart-disease.  Dr.  Wenger, 
the  family  physician,  who  knew  him  well  before  he  enlisted,  is  positive 
that  he  was  sound  and  free  from  disease  when  he  entered  the  service, 
and  that  the  heart-disease  contracted  in  it  is  incurable. 

From  a  careful  consideration  of  the  whole  case,  the  committee  think 
he  is  entitle  to  be  placed  on  the  pension-rolls,  and  recommend  the  {^as- 
sage  of  the  bill. 


45th  Congebss,  )    HOUSE  OF  EEPRESENTATIVES.     (  Report 
2i  Sesmn.       §  \  No.  656. 


HEIRS  OF  WILLIAM  S.  PRICE. 


Aphil  19, 1^8. — Committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  Hoase  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


Mr.  Walsh,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions,  snbmitted  the 

following 

EEPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  4423.] 

The  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions^  to  wJ^om  was  referred  the  bill  {H,  R, 
ii23)  granting  a  pension  to  Julia  F.  Hiscatt^  guardian  of  the  minor  heirs 
of  WtUiam  8.  Pricey  late  corporal  Company  D,  Twenty  first  Regiment 
kickigan  VolunteerSj  report : 

That  Jalia  F.  Hiscatt  was  the  wife  of  the  soldier,  wbo  was  a  corporal 
in  Company  D,  Twenty-first  Regiment  Michigan  Volunteers,  in  the  late 
var,  and  who  died  on  the  24th  of  March,  1871,  and  that  she  is  the 
mother  of  the  children  of  said  soldier,  to  wit,  Elmer  E.,  born  November 
18,1864;  Charles  O.,  born  April  4,  1866;  Jndson,  born  Febrnary  23, 
1^,  and  Austin  Price,  bom  March  4, 1870 ;  and  that  she  remarried  on 
the  14th  day  of  July,  1872,  to  Francjs  Hiscntt.    The  soldier  was  dis- 
charged at  Nashville,  25th  April,  1863,  by  reason  of  rheumatism  in  the 
left  shoulder,  contracted  in  the  service.    It  resulted  in  an  almost  total 
paralysis  of  the  arm  and  shoulder,  and  he  was  pensioned  for  it.    Dr. 
Smith  treated  him  March,  1871,  for  what  seemed  neuralgia  in  his  old 
voand  and  also  in  teeth,  face,  and  left  side  of  head.    On  17th  conges- 
tion of  the  brain  commenced.    On  the  19th  Dr.  Wortner  was  called  in  and 
ioQDd  him  suffering  from  what  be  considered  typhoid  action  of  the 
bnuD,  with  neuralgic  action  from  old  wound.    Treated  him  till  24th 
larch,  when  he  died  of  said  diseases.    Dr.  Smith  also  continued  to  visit 
him  and  saw  him  die.    The  examining  surgeon,  Dr.  Thomas  believes  he 
died  from  the  cause  that  produced  the  disability.    He  says  Dr.  Wortman 
vas  a  homeopathist,  and  he  did  not  believe  in  him.    Dr.  Smith,  in  June, 
1876,  makes  an  additional  affidavit,  describes  the  condition  of  the  sol- 
dier in  his  last  illness,  and  gives  it  as  his  firm  belief  that  he  died  from 
the  disease  contracted  in  the  service  as  the  primary  cause.    There  is 
abondance  of  evidence  that  there  was  no  typhoid  fever  that  season  in 
the  region  where  the  soldier  died. 

Your  committee  consider  the  decided  weight  of  the  evidence  in  favor 
of  the  claim,  and  report  a  substitute  for  the  bill  and  recommend  the 
passage  of  it,  granting  a  pension  for  the  benefit  of  said  minor  children. 


«TH  CONGBESS,  >    HOUSE  OF  EEPEESBNTATIVES.     (  Ebpoet 
2d  Session.       )  \  No.  657. 


JOHN  McINTYRE. 


Aful  19,  1876. — Committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  Hoase  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


MlMagkey,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions,  submitted  the 

following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  hill  H.  R.  1946.] 

The  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions^  to  whom  was  refetred  tJie  bill  {H,  R. 
1^)  granting  a  pension  to  John  Mclntyre,  having  had  the  same  under 
eonsiderationj  respectfully  report : 

That  John  Mclntyre  was  a  private  in  the  First  Veteran  Army  Corps, 
but  was  not  assigned  to  any  regiment,  and  that  he  was  pensioned  for 
disability,  as  appears  from  pension  certificate  No.  107373,  and  that  his 
name  was  dropped  from  the  pension  roll  April  13, 1877,  for  reason,  as 
slated  by  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions,  <<  that  the  disability  is  not  due 
to  the  service."  It  appears  that  he  was  pensioned  in  1871  upon  evidence 
satisfactory  to  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions,  and  this,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  committee,  is  prima-facie  evidence  of  the  validity  of  his  claim.  Sev- 
eral anonymous  letters  were  sent  to  the  Pension  Department  charging 
that  the  disability  which  resulted  in  the  loss  of  a  leg  was  not  received 
while  in  the  line  of  duty.  A  special  agent  was  appointed  to  investigate 
the  anonymous  charges,  and  it  appears  from  the  evidence  reported  that 
the  claimant,  after  l^ing  mustered  into  service,  was  granted  leave  of 
absence  for  five  days ;  and  Captain  Merhenthaler  testifies  ^<  that  while 
01  the  service  and  line  of  duty,  and  while  he  was  returning  to  report,  he 
slipped  from  the  platform  of  a  car  on  a  coal  train  (no  passenger  trains  on 
the  road},  fell  under  the  wheels  of  the  car,  his  left  leg  was  run  over,  ren- 
<iering  amputation  necessary  above  the  ankle-joint,"  &c. 
The  captain  who  granted  the  leave  of  absence  testifies  that  claimant 
vag,  while  absent,  on  recruiting  service,  and  under  his  orders,  to  secure 
fecmits  for  his  company. 

It  appears  that  the  claimant  previous  to  his  enlistment  as  above  stated 
had  been  in  service  in  a  New  York  regiment  for  more  than  two  years, 
aod  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Fair  Oaks,  Ya.,  for  which  no  applica- 
tion for  i)ension  was  made.    The  sworn  evidence  reported  favors  the  ap- 
plication of  the  claimant;  the  anonymous  letters  are  against  him.    The 
committee  are  inclined  to  accept  the  former,  and  recommend  the  passage 
of  the  bill  herewith  returned. 


45th  Congress,  )  HOUSE  OF  EEPEESBNTATIVES.       i  Report 


2d  Session, 


! 


\  No.  658. 


SYVERT  A.  ANDERSON. 


April  19, 1878. — Committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


Mr.  Mackey,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions,  submitted  the 

following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  734.] 

Ike  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions^  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (R.  R, 
734)  granting  a  pension  to  Syvert  A.  Anderson^  having  had  tJw  same 
under  consideration,  report : 

That  Syvert  A.  Anderson  was  a  private  in  Company  B,  Fifteenth 
fiegiment  of  Wisconsin  Yolanteers. 

The  colonel  commanding  the  regiment  and  the  captain  of  Company 
B  testify  that  the  claimant  was  in  service,  and  that  in  the  battle  at 
Stone  River,  Tennessee,  in  December,  1862,  while  in  service  and  in  the 
line  of  daty,  he  received  a  gunshot  wonnd  in  the  left  foot  and  left  knee, 
disabling  him  from  service. 

The  surgeon  of  the  Army,  in  his  certificate  of  disability  for  discharge, 
says  that  Syvert  A.  Anderson  was  incapable  of  performing  the  duties 
of  a  soldier. because  of  a  gunshot  wound  of  the  left  foot,  &c.,  and  that  his 
disabilitTjT  is  two-thirds,  and  unfit  for  Invalid  Corps. 

One  examining-surgeon  certifies  that  the  disability  ceased  in  1863. 
Another  examining-surgeon,  in  1867,  certifies  that  the  disability  exists 
and  continues,  and  that  a  pension  should  be  allowed. 

The  late  colonel  commanding  the  regiment  in  which  the  claimant 
senred,  in  his  affidavit  referring  to  his  wound,  also  certifies,  under  date 
of  February  18^  1878,  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  pension.  A 
physician  residing  at  Rochester,  Minn.,  who  examined  claimant  Febru- 
ary 9, 1878,  certifies  that  his  disability  continues  from  the  effect  of  the 
gunshot  wound  in  the  left  foot,  and  that  he  is  unable  to  walk  without 
considerable  pain. 

The  committee,  believing  the  claim  to  be  meritorious,  recommend  the 
passage  of  the  bill  herewith  returned . 


46th  CoNaEBSS,  >    HOUSE  OF  EEPEESBNTATIVES.     (  Report 
2d  Session.       i  \  No.  659. 


HENRY  W.  HIGLEY. 


April  19,  1878. — Committed  to  the  Committee  of  tlie  Wliole  House  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


Mr.  SiNNiCKSON,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions,  submitted 

the  following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  biU  H.  R.  2351.] 

The  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions^  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  {H.  R. 
2351),  granting  a  peimon  to  Henry  W.  Sigley^  having  considered  the 
same,  make  the  following  report: 

It  appears,  from  the  evidence  on  file,  that  the  soldier  was  a  sound  and 
healthy  man  at  the  time  of  entering  the  service ;  that  he  enlisted  as  a 
private  in  Company  O,  Third  Regiment  Missouri  Volunteer  Cavalry; 
tJiat  while  in  the  service  and  in  the  line  of  duty,  he  was  ruptured  while 
charging  the  enemy,  by  his  horse  leaping  a  ditch  and  throwing  him  for- 
ward on  his  saddle;  and  that  on  the  next  day  he  was  wounded  in  the 
head  by  a  rebel  shaa*pshooter.  The  certificate  of  the  examining  surgeon 
shows  that  he  is  still  suffering  from  his  wounds  and  injury,  and  is  dis- 
abled in  consequence  thereof.  The  committee  are  therefore  of  the  opin- 
ion that  the  soldier  is  suffering  from  disability  incurred  in  the  United 
States  service  and  in  the  line  of  duty,  and  they  report  back  said  bill 
and  recommend  its  passage. 


45th  Congress,  )    HOUSE  OP  EEPEESENTATIVES.     i  Eeport 
2d  Seuian.       )  \  No.  660. 


DERRICK  F.  HAMLINK. 


April  19, 1878. — Committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  Honse  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


>!r.  SiNNiCKSON,  from  the  Committee  on  iDvalid  Pensions,  submitted 

the  following 

EEPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  4424.] 

The  Committee  on  Invalid  PensionSj  to  whom  was  referred  tJie  bill  (R.  R, 
3305)  having  considered  the  same^  make  the  following  report : 

The  eTidence  in  the  case  shows  that  the  soldier  enlisted  as  a  private 
in  Company  C,  Fourth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  and  that  for  gallantry 
lie  was  promoted  from  time  to  time  through  various  grades  to  the  rank 
of  major  and  brevet  lieutenant-colonel.    At  the  battle  of  Cold  Harbor 
he  was  severely  wounded  in  the  face  and  left  shoulder;  the  wound  in  the 
shoolder  resulted  in  the  loss  of  one  of  the  small  bones  of  his  shoulder. 
Notwithstanding  this  he  was  soon  at  the  front  again,  and  in  March, 
1865,  holding  the  rank  of  major,  and  while  making  a  charge  on  the 
White  Oak  Road,  Virginia,  he  was  wounded  in  the  right  leg,  necessi- 
tating its  amputation  at  the  thigh.    He  afterward  was  honorably  dis- 
charged and  applied  for  pension,  stating  only  the  loss  of  his  leg.    He  was 
pensioned  and  rated  at  $25  per  month,  the  rate  for  the  loss  of  a  leg ; 
bat  his  wound  in  the  shoulder  has  developed  into  a  painful  disability  of 
that  member.    This  is  aggravated  by  the  fact  that  the  amputation  of 
his  leg  at  the  thigh  renders  it  necessary  for  him  in  using  an  artificial 
leg  to  wear  a  strap  over  his  shoulders.    This  causes  him  great  inconveni- 
ence, and  oftentimes  great  pain  in  the  wounded  shoulder,  and  increases 
his  disability. 

The  committee  are  of  the  opinion,  after  a  personal  examination  of  this 
soldier,  that  his  present  rate  of  pension  should  be  increased  to  $40  per 
month ;  and  they  report  the  accompanying  bill  as  a  substitute  to  said 
bill  (H.  R.  3305)  and  recommend  its  passage. 


45th  Congress,  »    HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES.     (  Report 
■  \  No.  661. 


2d  Session. 


! 


HENRY  ERBEN,  U.  S.  N. 


April  19, 1876. — Laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Hr.  Hanna,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  sabmitted  the  fol- 
lowing 

REPORT: 

The  Committee  on  Naval  AffairSj  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Commander  Henry  ErbeUy  having  had  the  same  under  consideration^  re- 
fptetfully  submit  the  following  report : 

Commander  Erben  is  in  like  condition  as  Commander  Bashrod  B. 
Taylor,  and  therefore,  without  attempting  to  recite  all  the  facts  which 
Moghim  within  the  favorable  conclusion  arrived  at  in  the  case  of  Tay- 
lor, yonr  committee  simply  report  that  Commander  Erben  is  one  of  the 
officers  of  the  Navy  entitled  to  be  heard  in  person  before  a  board  to  be 
created  in  parsaance  of  the  resolution  reported  by  the  committee  in 
tbecaseof  Commander  Bushrod  B.  Taylor. 


1 


iSTH  CONGEBSS, )    HOUSE  OF  EEPRBSBNTATIVB8.     i  Eeport 


2d  Session. 


] 


)No. 


662. 


I 


BOARD  OF  ASSISTANTS  FOE  THE  NAVY. 


April  22, 1878.— Recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afifairs  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


Mr.  Benjamin  W.  Harris,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  sub- 
mitted the  following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  4548.] 

The  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs^  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  {H.  B.  1974) 

submit  the/olUming  report : 

Tbe  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy  appended  to  his  report  of  No- 
rember  30, 1877,  the  following : 

FesMla  of  the  United  StaU»  Navy,  November  10, 1877. 


Name  of  TesieL 


IBT  BATI8. 

Colorado , 

Prmoklin 

Minnesote 

Niagara .... 

Wabash 

8D  RATS8. 

Connecticat 

Florida 

Iowa 

TtDDOMee 

Antieiam 

Java 

New  York 

Pennsylvania 

Soaqnehanna  .... 

Lancaster 

Brooklyn 

Penaaoola 

Hartford 

Bkhmood 

CoDgreaa 

Worcester 

Trenton 

PowhaUn , 

Alaska 

B«icia 

Ouaba 

Pljmoath 

Liokawanna . . . . , 

Tloonderoga 

Caaandaiena 

M(HK)Dmhela  ..., 
ShenaDooah 


Condition. 


Beceiving  ship,  New  York 

Receiving-ship,  Norfolk 

Training-ship,  New  York 

Ordinary,  Boston , 

Reoeiving-ship,  Boston , 

t)n  the  stocks,  Boston.    (Not  worth  finishing,  being  of  white  oak 

and  much  decayed.) 

Laid  dp.  New  London 

Laid  np,  Boston.    (Very  rotten,  not  worth  repidrlng,  and  sbonld  be 

sold.) 

Flag-ship,  Asiatic  Station .* 

Store-ship,  l^eagne  Island. 

On  the  stocks.  New  York.    (Not  worth  finishing,  being  of  white 

oak,  and  mach  decayed.) 

On  tbe  stocks.  New  York 

On  the  stocks,  Boston.    (Not  worth  finishing,  being  of  white  oak, 

and  much  decayed.) 

Ordinary,  Now  York.    (Not  worth  repairing ;  should  be  sold) 

Laid  up,  Eitterv 

Laid  up.  New  "!^ork 

Flag-ship,  North  Pacific 

Flaeship,  South  Atlantic 

Under  repairs,  Boston 

Ordinary,  Kittery.    (Of  white  oak,  and  very  rotten ;  should  be  sold) 
Laid  up.  Norfolk.    (Of  white  oak,  and  very  rotten ;  ^onld  be  sold) 

Flag-snip,  Europe 

Flag-ship,  North  Atlantic 

Unoer  repairs,  New  York 

Under  repairs.  Mare  Island 

Flag-ship.  South  Pacific 

North  Atlantic  SUtion 

North  Pacific  Station 

Under  repairs,  Kittery 

Under  reJMdrs,  Norfolk 

Asiatic  Station 

Ordinary,  New  York 


Displace- 
ment. 


Torn. 
4,700 
5,170 
4,700 
5,440 
4)650 


4,450 

4,230 
4,000 

4.840 
4,  QUO 

iooa 

4.070< 
4,01)0 

3.980 
3,250< 
3.000< 
3,000 
2,900 
2,700 
3,050 
3,050 
3,900 
3,980 
2,400 
2,400 
2,400 
2,400 
2,220 
2,290 
2,130 
2,100 
2,100 
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Vesaele  of  the  United  States  Navy^Continned, 


Name  of  veaaeL 


3d  rates. 


Janiat* 

Ossipee 

Qainnebaag.. 

Swatara 

Galena 

Yatidalia 

Marion 

Mohican 

Iroqnoie 

Waohncett... 
Wyoming.... 
Tuscarora  . . . 
Kearaarge  ... 

Adams 

Alliance 

Esaez 

Enterprice ... 

Nipsic 

Asnnelot  .... 
Monocaoy  ... 
Narraganaett 

Alert 

Hnron 

Ranger 

Kansas 

Saoo 

Nyaok 

SnaWmat.... 

Yantio 

Michigan .... 


4TH  BATB8. 


Frolic 


Getiysborg 
Xallapoosa. 

Falos 

Despatch  ... 
Bio  Bravo... 


SAlLIirO*VI8SELB. 


New  Hampshire 
Kew  Orleans..... 


Ohio 

Vermont 

Virginia 

Constellation  . 
Constitution.. 
Independence 

Sabine 

San  tee 

Savannah 

Portsmouth... 

Cyane  

Jamestown ... 


3d  rates. 


Saratoga — . 
Saint  Louis . . 
Saint  Mary's. 

Dale 

]*awnee 

Guard 

Onward 

Relief 

Supply 


IR0X-CIJID6. 


Ajax 

Arophitrite 
Canon  icus  . 
Camanche  . 
Catsliill.... 
Colossus . . . . 


Condition. 


Laid  up,  Norfolk 

North  Atlantic  Station 

Building,  League  Island 

North  Atlanta  Station 

Building,  Norfolk 

European  Station 

Building,  Mare  Island  (work  on,  auapended)  

Laid  up,  Mare  Island 

Under  repairs,  Boaton 

Reoeiving-ahip,  Washington 

Under  rraaira,  Mare  laland 

Aaiatio  Station ;  on  the  way  home < 

South  Pacific  Stotion 

European  Station 

South  Atlantic  SUtion 

North  Atlantic  Station  ..».^ 

Building  at  Waahlngton 

Aaiatic  Station 

do 

Ordinary.  Maie  laland 

Aaiatic  Station 

North  Atlantie  Station.    (Since  wrecked) 

Aaiatic  SUtion 

Ordinary,  Kitterv.    (Very  rotten  and  hot  worth  repairing) 

Ordinary,  Mare  Island.    (Very  rotten  and  not  worth  repairing). 
Ordinary,  Mare  laland.    (Very  rotten  and  not  worth  TmairiDi^  . 

Ordinary,  Norfolk.    (Veiy  rotten  and  not  worth  repairing) 

Ordinary,  Waahington ^... t. 

In  commiaaion.  Lake  Erie 


Ordinary,  Waahington.    (Thia  veaael  too  old  and  ezpeafldive ;  abonld 
be  aold.) 

Special  duty.  Mediterranean 

Diapatoh-veaael 

Aaiatic  Station 

Special  service.  Europe 

Rio  Grande  River 


Port  Royal 

On  the  atocka,  Saoket'a  Harbor.    (Not  worth  flniahing,  being  much 
decayed.) 

Ordinary,  Boaton 

In  use,  at  New  York,  by  Equipment  Bureau 

On  the  stocks,  Boston.    (Ordered  to  be  broken  up ;  work  auapended) 

Laid  up,  Annapolis  ;  used  as  a  praotioe-ahip 

Training-ship,  Philadelphia 

Receiving-ship,  Mare  laland 

Ordinary,  Kittery.    (Unfit  for  further  service ;  ahould  be  aold) 

Goanery'ship,  Annapolis 

Ordinary  Norfolk ;  fitted  for  ordnance  atore-ahip 

On  her  way  fh>m  Mare  Island  to  an  Atlantic  navy -yard 

Ordinary,  Mare  Island.    (Unfit  for  ftirtber  aervice;  ahould  be  sold) 
Marine  achool-ahip,  San  Franoiaeo,  under  act  June  90, 1874 


Training-ship,  Hampton  Roada 

Receiving-ship,  League  Island 

Marine  school-ahip,  New  York 

luatrnction-ahip,  Annapolia 

Uaed  for  storing  coal.  Port  Royal 

Astronomical  service,  Atlantic  Ocean 

Store-ship,  Callao 

Receiving-ship,  Washington 

Training-ship.    (Out  of  commission  at  New  York). 


In  commission,  Sandy  Point,  James  River,  Virginia 

Building  at  Wilmington,  Del.;  work  suspended 

At  New  Orleans,  North  Atlantic  Station 

Ordinary,  Mare  Island 

In  commission,  Sandy  Point,  James  River,  Virginia , 

On  the  stocks  New  xork.    (White  oak,  decayed  in  part,  and  not 
worth  finishing.) 


685 


1,3W 

1,100 

1,810 

4S0 


4.150 


4,900 

4,990 

4,150 

4,150 

1,886 

9190O 

3,9n 

9,450 

9.430 

2.330 

1,195 

950 

1,150 

1,095 

8:« 

1,095 

075 

!,«.'« 

9t5 

7»>4 

446 

547 

9,100 

3.815 

9.100 

1.875 

l,b75 

BOARD   OF  ASfilflTANTS   FOR  THE  NAVY. 
V^eneU  of  ike  UniieiiStaUi  ^«vy-^Continned. 


'TesML 


Condltioxi. 


tu 

ih.. 


>-BOArB. 


38. 


yrll. 


BispUoe- 

IDOIlt. 


0rdiiuu7,  Leagae  Islmn4 « ....w. 

do 

In  oommitBiofi,  Sandy  Point,  Jamea  Klver,  Virginia 

In  dock,  Norfolk,  repairUig 

Waiting  repairs,  Norfolk 

On  the  Blocks,  Kiltery.   (White  oak,  decayed  in  paHt  and  not  worth 

finishing.) 

Bailding  at  Chester,  Pa 

Building  at  yaUe{o,C«l 

In  commission,  Washington  Yard 

In  oomminion.  League  Island 

In  commission,  Annapolis 

On  the  stocks,  Boston.    (White  oak,  decayed  In  part,  and  not  worth 

finishing.) 

In  commission,  Washington , 

Bnilding  at  Cheater:  work  snspended 

At  Chester,  DeL    ((TondemnedC  and  ordered  to  be  broken  np) 

In  commission,  Washington , 

Bnilding  at  Philadelphia ;  work  suspended , 

In  commission,  Wasnington 


In  commission.  New  York. 
In  commission,  Newport . . 


Laid  np.  New  London ;  condemned.    (Shonld  be  sold  at  anction) . 

In  running  order.  New  York 

Ordinary,  Boston , 

Ferry-boat,  Kittery 

In  commission 

In  commission.  League  Island 

In  commisaion,  yara-tng,  Norfolk 

Kepairing,  Boston 

At  Annapolis 

Yard-tng,  Mare  Island 

Torpedo  duty,  Newport 

In  use.  Naval  Academy 

Ordinary,  LeMue  Island , 

Attacheid  to  North  Atlantic  Station 

Ordinary,  Washington , 

Bepairing,  New  York , 

Yardtng,  Fensacola 

Yard-tug,  Norfolk 

Ordinary,  League  Island;  recommended  to  be  sold , 

Ordinary^Kittery 

Laid  np,  Norfolk 

Laid  up.  New  York 

Under  repairs,  Washington  ..« 

At  Annafmlis 

Yard-tug,  New  York 

Port  Royal 

Ferry-boat,  ordinary.  League  lalaud 


Tont. 
4,500. 

1.875 
1,875 
S,100 
3,100 


3,815 

3,815. 

1,875 

1,875 

1.875; 


1,875 


9,100 
3,815 
3,100 


1,150 
800 


St  kas  a  somewhat  formidable  appearance,  and  if  accepted  as  a 
QQcient  vessels  of  war,  may  satisfy  the  casual  observer  that  the 
States  is  possessed  of  a  Navy  of  sufficient  power  to  meet  all 
requirements.  Bnt  your  committee  have  deemed  it  to  be  a  duty 
;ain,  so  far  as  in  their  power,  the  exact  truth  concerning  each 
orne  upon  said  list,  to  the  end  that  neither  Congress  nor  the 
shall  be  without  the  means  of  judging  of  the  actual  condition  of 

y- 

)mmittee,  through  the  chairman,  early  in  the  present  session 
n  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  relation  to  this  sub- 
I  asked  his  co-operation.  The  Secretary  readily  and  cheerfully 
I  to  the  request  of  the  committee,  and  promised  to  furnish,  at  his 
convenience,  such  information  as  the  committee  might  desire, 
e  27th  of  March  last,  in  obedience  to  his  promise,  he  forwarded 
iments,  copies  of  which  are  hereto  appended.     - 


J 
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By  the  aid  of  the  information  thus  provided  by  the  honorable  Secre- 
tary, the  committee  have  been  enabled  to  analyze  the  said  list  of  naval 
tessels,  and  to  present,  as  they  hope,  the  substantial  truth  as  to  the 
strength  of  the  present  Kavy  of  the  United  States.  While  the  com- 
mittee cannot  claim  that  the  following  analysis  is  wholly  without  error, 
they  believe  that  the  errors  are  neither  numerous  nor  important. 

We  propose  to  take  up  the  vessels  in  the  order  in  which  they  stand  in 
the  list  furnished  by  the  Secretary  and  treat  them  in  classes,  and  to  give, 
so  far  as  we  are  able,  the  age,  and  number  of  guns  of  each,  and  such  other 
information  as  may  furnish  the  House  full  information  by  which  to  judge 
as  to  the  policy  proper  to  be  hereafter  pursued. 

The  list  of  unarmored  steam-vessels  comprises,  5  classed  as  1st  rates; 
27  as  2d  rates ;  30  as  3d  rates,  and  6  as  4tli  rates,  or  68  in  all. 

Those  classed  as  1st  rates  are  as  follows : 

Ifst  rates. 


"Stant  of  veaaeL 


Colormdo .. 
Tnuikliii.. 
Minneaots 
l^iagar*.. 
Wftbaah... 


When 

No.  of 

bnilt 

guns. 

1855 

46 

1854 

39 

1855 

46 

1855 

IS 

1854 

45 

188 

DitpUee- 
meot. 


5.1W 
4,700 
S,4« 
i6S0 


The  Colorado  is  a  receiving-ship  at  Kew  York. 

The  Franklin  is  in  the-sam^  service  in  Norfolk. 

The  Minnesota  is  a  training-ship  at  New  York. 

The  Niagara  is  in  ordinary  at  Boston  with  her  machinery  partially 
removed,  and  much  of  her  deck  and  inside  planking  off,  and  in  a  gen- 
erally ruinous  condition  and  not  worth  repairing. 

The  Wabash  is  a  receiving-ship  at  Boston. 

These  vessels  were  in  their  day  fine  specimens  of  naval  architecture 
and  an  honor  to  the  country,  but  they  are  of  a  past  age  and  can  never  be 
made  useful  as  vessels  of  war.  Like  old  horses  which  have  been  family 
favorites,  tbey  are  venerated  for  what  they  have  been.  So  far  as  they 
can  be  made  useful  as  receiving  and  training  vessels,  with  economy  to 
the  government  and  advantage  to  the  service,  they  should  be  retained, 
but  when  tbey  cease  to  be  of  value  for  such  service,  or  require  consid- 
erable repair,  they  should  be  sold  or  broken  up. 

As  first  rates,  if  by  that  term  is  meant  first-rate  ships  of  war,  they 
have  ceased  to  have  any  value.  The  whole  list,  with  their  guns  and 
tonnage,  we  place  among  non-combatants. 


2d  rates. 

\    The  27  second  rates  are  classified  as  follows. 
"  Unfinished  on  the  stocks,  not  worth  finishing: 


Kune  of  veaaeL 


Conneoticat . 
Java 


pennaylyaxiia 


Diaplace- 
ment. 


4,450 
4,000 
4,000 

18,450 
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Laid  up  in  ordinary,  nnfit  for  sea  and  nnworthy  of  repair : 


Kftme  of  tmmL 


DiBplaoO" 
ment. 


Smqnehaiuift 

CoograM 

lova 

WoreMtor... 


Hoeo 


Used  as  a  receiving^  training,  and  store  ship : 

Kame  of  tosmL 

No.  of 
gvns. 

Displace- 
ment. 

▲otietuii 

91 

4.000 

'» "'"' 

Undergoing  repairs,  and  the  estimated  cost  of  the  same : 

Kame  of  TeeaeL 


Alwka 

B«ikia. 

Tieaoderoga. 


Ko.of 
guns. 


14 
19 
19 
11 
10 


50 


Displaoe- 
ment. 


9.700 
9,400 
9,400 
9,990 
9,130 


11,850 


Estimated 
oost  of  re- 
pairs. 


•198.000 

£8,945 

56,575 

119,333 

48,339 


379,494 


I     Unfinished  on  the  stocks,  worthy  of  completion  : 


Name  of  Teasel. 

Ko.of 
guns. 

Displace- 
ment. 

^TevTork 

91 

4.070 

At  present  unfit  for  sea,  awaiting  repairs,  with  an  estimated  cost 
thereof: 


Kame  of  vesseL 


ITorida 

^aeMter.. 
SbMandoah 
Snvklyn... 


Ko.of 
gone. 


19 
99 
11 
90 


65 


Displace- 
ment. 


4,230 
3,950 
9,100 
3,000 


19,570 


Estimated 
oost  of  re- 
pairs. 


1250,000 

691,000 

43.954 

38,330 


1,099,584 


It  thns  appears  that  of  the  27  2d  rates  on  said  list,  3  were  never  fin- 
ished and  are  worthless ;  4  are  rotten  and  unworthy  of  repair ;  1  is  un- 
finished on  the  stocks,  worthy  of  completion ;  1  is  only  valuable  as  a 
store-ship ;  5  are  undergoing  repair ;  4  are  awaiting  repair  or  condem- 
nation, and  only  9  are  in  condition  for  service. 
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Tbey  are  the  foUowiafi^ 
At  sea  and  fit  for  service: 


Kflline  of  Teatel. 


Tennessee 

PensaooU 

Hanford 

Trenton 

Poniistan  ... 

Omaha 

Plymooth.... 
Honongahela 
Lackawanna. 


Boilt 


1863 
1658 
1858 
1876 
1850 
1869 
1869 
1869 
1869 


Na  of 

guns. 


93 
99 
18 
11 
11 
13 
19 
11 
10 


130 


Qisplaoe* 
ment. 


4,840 
3,000 
3,900 
3,800 
3,980 
9,400 
9,J0Q 
9,100 
9,990 


98.640 


Where  on  daty. 


Asfatie  station. 
North  Paoifle  station. 
Sonth  Atlantio  station. 
Emopean  station. 
North  Atlantic  station. 
Sonth  Paoiflo  station. 

Asiatic  station. 
North  Pacific  station. 


It  will  be  noticed  that  of  these  9  vessels  the  Trenton  is  the  only  new 
▼essel  ef~them  all,  the  others  being  from  nine  to  twenty-eight  years  of 
age. 

That  all  the  facts  abont  tiiese  ^ips  may  be  known^,  it  is  proper  to  bsj 
that  the  report  of  the  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  SteamEugineering  in- 
forms the  committee  that  the  Tennessee  is  in  fair  condition,  but  that  it 
.will  require  tl2)500  to  put  her  machineiy  *^  in  thorough  repair  for  sea 
service,'' 

Of  the  Pensacola  he  says  ^'that  she  will  require  extensive  repairs 
■and  new  boilers  at  the  ^pirati^  of  her  present  ornise,"  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  $90,000. 

Of  the  Hartford  he  says  ^'  she  will  require  extensive  repairs  at  the 
en^iration  of  the  present  cruise,"  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $50,000. 

The  Powhatan  is  twenty-eight  years  old,  and  a  side- wheel  steamer, 
and  therefore  her  value  as  a  fighting-ship  is  not  great. 
■    The  Omaha  will  require  extensive' repairs^ and  new  boilers  on  her  re- 
turn, at  a  cost  of  $20,000,  and  it  is  said  of  her  hull  that  it  should  be 
*^  surveyed,"  implying  a  degree  of  uncertainty  as  to  sea- worthiness. 

The  Plymouth  will  alsoa^eqoire  oxtensive  repairs,  new  boilM»y  &0n  at 
an  expense  of  $90,000;  and  the  Lackawanna  the  same  at  an  expense  of 
$25,000. 

"  Upon  liiis  statement,  out  of  the  whole  2T  there  are'bntr  two,  the  Tren- 
ton and  Mbnongafaela,  which  are  in  thorough  sea^going  condition,  and 
the  other  seven  said  to  be  at  sea  will  be  in  a  few  months  brought  to 
dock,  or  placed  on  the  list  of  ships  not  fit  for  service. 

3d  rates. 


Of  this  class  there  are  on  said  list  30  vessels.    They  may  be  classified 
as  follows : 
Worthless  and  only  fit  to  be  broken  up  or  sold : 


Name  of  ressel. 


Narragansell 

Kansas 

Saoo 

Nyack 

Shawmnt .... 

Yantic 

Michigan .... 


Built. 


1856 
1863 
1363 
1863 
1863 
1864 
1844 


No.  of 
guns. 


5 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
8 


Displace- 
ment. 


1,«5 
900 
900 
900 
900 
900 
635 


Where  attttioBed. 


Mare  Island. 

Kitterr. 
MarelslaBd. 

Do. 
Norfolk. 

At  s^ ;  last  crniae. 
Old;  lake-boat. 
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Seqairing  extensive  repairs  to  machinery  and  boll : 


Kune  of  Tetsel. 


JoBiAto  ... 
IroqnoU... 
WachoaeU 


BnUt. 


1869 
16S0 
1861 
1861 


No.  of 
gnna. 


6 
6 
6 
6 


S6 


Displace* 
ment. 


1,900 
1,575 
1,575 
1,550 


A  600 


Hebailding  and  nnfiuisbed 


Nameof  TenoL 


QoiimelMiig 

Moliioui . . . 
¥i!Nie 


Built 


No.  of 
gnus. 


1866 

6 

1868 

8 

1856 

8 

1863 

6 

ao 


Dltplaoe- 
ment. ' 


1.900 
1,000 
1«900 
1,375 


7,075 


Lo8t  at  sea,  November,  1877  : 

Name  of  reeeel. 

Bout 

Na  of 
gims. 

Displace- 
nieDt. 

Hsmn               i.     i     **•»*••••»**. ,*»*,.»4.ii      .  ^  !.«<  .^ssas.^      .     ^*<>*^«i.a*...«i&>..«^^ 

1874 

10 

1  OdO 

In  oondition  for  swvice  at  sea,  and  requiring  only  ordinary  repairs : 


Name  of  v^aaeL 


Sviiara  (rebuilt  1873) ^..^^ 

Tadalia 

* 

▲itoelot  (paddle) 

Ikrt 


BnUt. 

Na  of 
gima. 

1861 

8 

1865 

8 

1874 

8 

1874 

8 

1858 

1861 

1874 

1874 

1874 

1874 

1865 

1866 

1874 

1874 

88 

DiBplAoe- 
ment 


1,900 
1»060 
9,080 
1,900 
1,560 
1,560 
1.375 
l.af7S 

iV^ 

1,370 
1,370 
1,090 
1,0» 


91,180 


These  vessels  are  nearly  all  new  or  lately  rebuilt,  and  believed  to  be 
in  f^ood  condition  and  fit  for  service. 

They  are  not,  however,  o(  a  very  formidable  class.  They  have  neither 
ipeed  nor  gnns  of  much  range  or  power.  In  peace,  they  are  valuable, 
Qsefnl,  and  perhaps  economical,  but  in  war  they  could  neither  fight  uor 
roD  away.  Their  principal  duty  would  be  to  keep  away  from  the  euemy 
if  possible,  and  if  so  unfortunate  as  to  fall  in  with  him,  their  only  other 
duty  would  be  to  surrender  at  once,  and  save  theJives  of  officers  and 

4t/»  rates. 

The  6  vessels  of  this  class  are  unarmed,  except  with  howitzers,  and 
bare  no  relation  to  the  ^avy  except  as  freight  and  dispatch  vessels. 
Ihey  may  be  properly  classified  as  follows :  _ 


8 
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In  good  condition : 


Kftme  of  vesMl. 


Palos , 

T«llapoo«a. 
Bemfttch  .. 
RioBi»TO.. 


Displaoe- 
meot. 

490 

1,810 

130 


Worthless  and  should  be  sold : 


Kaine  of  reasel. 


Naof 
gont. 


DispUoe- 
ment. 


Frolic  (blookade-rnnner) 

Gottytborg  (blookade-ronner) . 


8 
8 


1,300 
1.100 


Beaiarks. 


Cmptared. 


iptai 


The  Gettysburg  is  now  on  a  special  service  in  the  Mediterranean. 
She  is  said  to  be  in  fair  condition,  but  she  is  an  old  side-wheel  vessel, 
built  for  speed,  but  now  old  and  not  worth  much  repair,  and  is  recom- 
mended to  be  sold. 

The  Frolic  is  of  the  same  kind. 

The  Tallapoosa  is  a  side- wheel  steamer,  built  in  1863,  rebuilt  in  1875. 
She  is  in  good  condition,  and  used  as  a  dispatch-vessel  between  Wash- 
ington and  the  several  navy-yards  on  the  Atlantic  coast.  She  is  of  great 
value  in  the  service  in  which  she  is  employed. 

The  Despatch  is  a  purchased  vessel.  She  is  now  in  Europe,  having 
been  assigned  to  especial  duty  in  connection  with  the  United  States  em- 
bassy at  Constantinople. 

The  Bio  Bravo  is  a  side-wheel  river-boat,  now  on  duty  on  the  Bio 
Grande.  The  Secretary  of  the  Kavy,  in  his  last  annual  report,  says  of 
her  that  she  <<  was  sent  up  the  Bio  Grande  more  than  a  year  ago,  and 
remains  there  anchored  at  Brownsville,  from  which  place  she  cannot 
now  proceed  either  up  or  down  stream,  in  consequence  of  the  shallow- 
ness of  the  water." 

We  are  not  informed  either  as  to  the  number  or  kind  of  her  guns,  nor 
do  we  know  what  her  present  condition  is. 

SAILINa-YESSELS. 

Among  the  sailing-vessels  found  upon  this  list  are  some  which  are 
remembered  with  patriotic  pride  by  all  Americans.  But  they  have  little 
other  than  a  historic  value,  and  can  render  little  further  service  as 
vessels  of  war. 

As  store,  receiving,  and  training  ships  they  are  made  use  of  because 
we  have  them  and  are  not  ready  to  destroy  them. 

It  is  doubtful  whether  it  is  either  wise  or  economical  longer  to  pre- 
serve them. 

There  are,  however,  among  them  none  of  the  first-rates  of  the  old 
Navy. 

2d  rates. 

We  have  of  this  class  5  ships  which  must'  be  reckoned  as — 
Substantially  worthless : 


Nune  of  vessel. 

Bnilt 

No.  of 
guns. 

Displace- 
ment 

New  Hampshire..... 

1818 
1890 

ltJ48 
1818 

15 

5 

1ft 

4.  ISO 
4,250 
4,150 
4.150 

Ohio 

Vermont 

Virf^inia , 

New  Orleans *. 

4,900 

36 

90,900 
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16  old  wortbies,  not  one  will  ever  again  fire  a  f^nu^  nnless  in 
d  if  either  of  tbem  ever  moves  npon  the  water  it  will  be  with 
'  a  steam-tug.  . 

w  Hampshire  is  at  Port  Boyal,  S.  0.,  ased  as  a  store-ship, 
w  Orleans  is  at  Sacket^s  Harbor,  on  the  stocks,  unfinished,  and 

of  being  finished.    Every  dollar  spent  in  her  preservation  and 
^orse  than  wasted, 
io  is  abandoned  as  a  receiving-ship,  and  lies  at  Boston  a  worth- 

and  an  incumbrance  and  an  expense  to  the  government  for 

rmont  is  used  at  New  York  by  the  equipment  bureau,  but  we 
[formed  whether  she  is  really  of  practical  value  for  that  pur- 

rginia  is  on  the  stocks  at  Boston  partially  broken  up.  She  is 
:  ship,  was  well  and  faithfully  built,  and  is  but  little  decayed, 
ositive  incumbrance  to  the  government,  occupying  as  she  does 
B  largest  ship-houses  in  the  yard,  while  ships  built  during  the 
rotted  on  the  stocks  outside,  and  become  worthless  for  the 
he  covering  and  protection  which  she  enjoys. 
\t  of  removing  her  has  been  for  the  last  25  years  her  only  pro- 

the  history  and  present  condition  of  these  5  second-rate  sailing 
To  magnify  our  Navy  by  thus  retaining  upon  its  lists  a  string 
which  represent  nothing,  if  it  has  any  tendency,  is  to  give  a 
security  to  the  people  and  to  Congress,  which  will  in  the  hour 
:  prove  a  delusion  and  a  snare. 

»n  deceive  nobody  but  ourselves,  and  we  should  be  the  last 
»rant  of  our  naval  strength. 

3d  rates, 

class  we  have  the  following,  which  are  all  of  them  worthless 
of  war : 


Name  of  Teaael. 

BaUt 

Ko.of 

gODS. 

Displace- 
ment. 

• 

1797  and  1854 

1797  and  1876 

10 

6 

19 

S9 

48 

1,886 
9,900 
3,970 

1814 

1855 

9.450 

1855 

9,430 

1842 

9.330 
1,125 

1843 

14 
9 

16 
4 

1837 

9S0 

1844 

1, 150 

1843 

1,025 

18*^8 

830 

1844 

16 
8 
9 
9 
3 
9 
9 

1,025 

1839 

675 

1858 

1,650 

Parohaaed   -.. 

925 

do 

704 

1836 

468 

1846 

547 

179 

25,640 

$e,  the  Constellation  is  a  practice-ship,  at  Annapolis,  and  for 
ose  is  of  valne. 

istitution  has  as  a  matter  of  sentiment  and  national  pride  been 
id  has  been  sent  to  the  French  Exposition,  taking  a  quantity 
'or  exhibition.  She  goes  probably  mainly  for  exhibition  as  an 
^  relic  of  a  former  heroic  age  when  the  United  States  had  ships 
lich  challenged  all  comers  and  surrendered  to  none. 


\ 


JO 
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The  lod^ndenoe  is  a  reeeiviDg<9hip  at  Mure  I^lapd,  Oal. 

The  Sabine  is  at  Elitt^Tt  not  worth  repairs,  aufit  for  fiiirtber  s^vioe 
in  any  capacity,  and  should  be  sold. 

The  Santee  is  at  AonapoliSy  ased  as  a  gnnnery-ship. 

The  Savaimab  is  at  Norfolk  *<  iu  otdinary,"  made  use  of  afi  aa  ordDance 
store-ship. 

The  Portsmouth  seems  to  be  still  able  to  navipUie  the  ocean,  as  she 
was  reported  in  November  last  as  en  rQute  from  Mare  Island  to  an  At- 
lantic navy-yard,  and  is  probably  to  be  used  as  a  training  or  store  ship^ 
Her  condition  is  sapposed  to  be  fair  for  her  age. 

The  Gyane  is  at  Mare  Island  in  ordinary,  not  worth  repairing,  and 
should  be  sold. 

The  Jamestown  is  at  San  Francisco,  used  as  a  marine  sohool-shi^ 
lent  to  the  State  of  Oalifornia  nnder  the  aot  of  Jane  20, 1874. 

The  Saratoga  is  used  as  a  trainiag^sbip  at  Washington.  She  is  at 
present  undergoing  repairs  for  the  better  accommodation  of  the  school. 
She  is  useful  and  valuable  for  this  purpose  only,  and  takes  the  place  of 
a  better  ship. 

The  St.  Louis  is  a  receiving-ship  at  League  Island. 

The  St.  Maury's  is  at  New  York,  used  as  a  marine  school-ship,  under 
the  act  of  1874,  lent  to  the  State  of  New  York. 

The  Dale  is  used  as  an  instruction-ship  at  Annapolis. 

The  Pawnee  is  a  store-ship  at  Port  Boyal,  S.  C. 

The  Ouard  is  a  purchased  vessel,  of  an  age  not  stated,  now  or  lately 
being  used  in  astronomical  service  on  the  Atlantic,  and  has  been  used 
occHHionally  as  a  store-ship  at  New  York. 

The  Onward  is  also  a  purchased  vessel  of  an  unknown  a^,  uaed  as  a 
store-ship  at  Gallao,  in  South  America.  She  will  probably  never  see 
her  adopted  country  again. 

The  Belief  is  a  receiving-ship  at  Washington,  which,  upon  inspection, 
will  not  be  found  to  present  any  promise  of  future  usefulness  as  a  vessel 
of  war.  She  may  serve  to  show  by  contrast  what  progress  has  beeo 
-made  in  naval  airchitectnre.  In  passing  the  other  day,  a  naval  officer 
said  of  her  that ''  she  was  built  at  a  time  when  vessels  were  built  as  we 
make  rope,  and  cut  off  in  lengths  to  suit  the  purchaser."  Her  form  would 
seem  to  justify  the  irony. 

The  Supply  has  lately  been  fitted.Qut  and  sent  to  Paris  with  goods  for 
the  exposition. 

It  thus  appears  that  out  of  23  J9ailing- vessels  of  the  third  class,  2  were 
never  launched,  and  never  can  be;  3  are  unworthy  of  future  repair,  and 
should  be  sold;  16  are  used  as  receiving,  training,  store,  or  school 
ships ;  and  that  2  are  on  exhibition,  and  in  a  service  which  could  be  as 
well  or  better  done  by  ships  of  the  merohant  marine. 

This  ^ds  the  history  of  the  sailing-vessels  of  the  Navy. 

IRONCLADS. 

The  most  formidable  vessels  of  the  Navy  are  the  iron-dads,  of  which 
the  list  furnished  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  gives  the  names  of  24 
They  are  properly  classified  as  follows : 

Unfinished,  rotten,  on  stocks,  and  worthless : 


Name  of  vessel. 


Coloesnt 

Hasaachasettt 
Oregon 

Total... 


Bate. 


Sd 
9d 


BaUt 


1867 


Ko.  of 

gnna. 

10 

4 
i 

18~ 


Diiplaoi- 
ment 


2,187 
2,127 
2.187 

6,381 
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Worthle88|  and  to  be  broken  np : 


NAme. 


Bouoke. 


Being  rebuilt  and  awaiting  appropriations : 


Kame. 

Bate. 

Bailt- 

gant. 

DlnplAoe- 
moDt. 

AnhiMto 

3d 
3d 
3d 
9d 

1864 
1864 
1864 
1864 
1864 

3,815 
3,615 
3.815 

MiatoB»Bioli 

Voaadnook .,. 

^*«»T*l*n....,,T^^ -, ,,-,-„,,, .,„, ,...,       

6,900 
3,815 

IiiBair..4...i,....,...* - 

TMal 

18 

81,460 

Beqairing  repair : 


Kftme. 


Lekii^ 


Itetnk.. 
Satem... 


T«tal. 


Rate. 


4th 

4th 

4th 

9d 

4th 

4th 

4th 

4th 

4th 

4th 
4th 
4th 
4th 
4th 


BaUt- 


1865 
1864 
1865 
1864 
1863 
1866 
1864 
1864 
1863 
1863 
1863 
1863 
1P64 
1866 


Vaof 

gmu. 


8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
9 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 


88 


Ditplaoe-i  Cost  of 
ment.      repair. 


8,100 
8»100 
1,875 
4,500 
U875 
1,875 
1,875 
1,875 
1,875 
1,875 
1,875 
1,875 
8,100 
8,100 


11,000 
5,000 
5,000 
350,000 
1,000 
1,000 
1,000 
1,000 
1,000 
1,000 
1,000 
1.000 
3.000 
1.000 


84,775      373,000 


Beady  for  sea : 

• 

Name. 

B«fee. 

BnUt- 

No.  of 
gone. 

Dinplaoe- 
ment 

omaqi 

4th 

1868 

3 

1,875 

Of  this  list  of  24  iron-dads,  4  are  to  be  broken  up  as  worthless,  5  are 
being  rebnilt,  1  requires  e^^tepsive  repairs  and  is  laid  np,  aud  14  only 
could  be  of  immediate  service,  and  13  of  these  need  small  repairs,  though 
in  generally  good  condition. 

These  vessels  are  of  great  valae  for  coast  and  harbor  defense,  but  are 
of  no  value  as  cruisers,  and  at  sea  would  be  unable  to  do  any  valuable 
lervioe. 

Connected  with  the  Navy  and  borne  upon  the  list  there  are  27  classed 
as  tugs,  ferry-boats,  &c.,  all  of  small  capacity,  aud  noue  of  them  properly 
clashed  as  naval  vessels. 

Of  these  the-^ 

Bine  Light,  tng,  85  tons,  is  recommended  to  be  sold. 

Portfire,  tng,  85  tons,  recommended  to  be  broken  up  or  sold. 

Sorrel,  tug,  68  tons,  recommended  to  be  sold. 
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Spnyten  Duyvil,  torpedo-boat,  116  tons,  worthless,  machinery  re- 
moved. 

Standish,  tufc,  306  tons,  reqaires  extensive  repairs  and  new  boilers,  at 
an  expense  of  $10,000. 

Wyandank,  399  tons,  store  hnlk  at  Kaval  Academy. 

Grapeshot,  laid  np  at  New  York. 

Seaweed,  26  tons,  is  at  Port  Boyal. 

Of  the  remaining  19  it  is  said  that  they  are  generally  in  fair  condition, 
and  they  are  doubtless  useful  as  tags,  transports,  «&c.,  at  the  several 
navy-yards. 

It  strikes  the  committee  that  they  should  rather  be  classed  as  a  part 
of  the  plant  of  the  government  devoted  to  the  manufacture  and  repair 
of  ships  of  war  than  as  vessels  bearing  relation  to  the  Navy  proper,  and 
to  be  placed  upon  the  Navy  Uegister. 

There  is  also  a  vessel  belonging  to  this  list,  the  ferry-boat  Burlington 
(tons  not  known),  which  was  purchased  for  use  in  the  removal  of  the 
navy -yard  from  Philadelphia  to  League  Island.  She  has  no  significance 
as  a  naval  vessel,  and  is  recommended  to  be  sold,  because  the  govern- 
ment has  no  use  for  her. 

The  only  remaining  vessels  borne  on  the  register  of  1877  are  the  two 
torpedo  vessels,  the  Intrepid  and  the  Alarm. 

These  are  new  vessels  and  are  in  good  condition. 

The  Intrepid  is  the  larger  of  the  two,  and  is  fitted  as  a  ram,  and 
adapted  to  the  use  of  the  spar,  or  out-rigger  torpedo ;  but  we  are  not 
informed  whether  her  torpedo  machinery  has  been  completed  and  placed 
on  board. 

The  Alarm  is  new  in  design  and  in  her  motive  power,  being  provided 
with  what  is  called  a  Fowler  wheel. 

She  is  armed  with  a  XY-inch  gnu  on  her  bows,  and  three  torpedo  bars, 
which  are  thrust  out  from  the  hull  under  water,  and  operated  by  means  of 
steam,  and  by  machinery  lately  perfected  at  the  Washington  yard,  after 
the  plans  and  models  furnished  by  Mr.  Asa  Weeks,  improved  and  modi- 
fied by  the  joint  efiorts  of  Admiral  Porter,  the  engineers,  and  master- 
mechanic,  and  Mr.  Weeks  himself,  as  the  work  progressed. 

The  torpedo  machinery  is  believed  to  b^  the  most  simple,  perfect,  and 
complete  ever  before  used,  and  in  a  vessel  impenetrable  by  shot  from  an 
enemy,  would  destroy  with  entire  ease,  certainty,  and  safety  the  largest 
iron-clad  in  the  world  in  a  few  minutes. 

The  vessel  is  in  many  respects  most  admirably  adapted  to  the  service 
for  which  she  was  designed.  She  is  maneuvered  with  remarkable  facil- 
ity ',  can  turn  upon  her  center  with  astonishing  rapidity  and  in  the 
smallest  possible  space,  and  can  retreat  as  rapidly  as  she  can  advance, 
and  in  retreat  can  present  her  most  formidable  torpedo  and  her  gun  to 
the  enemy,  so  that  if  pursued  she  could  destroy  her  antagonist  the 
moment  he  came  within  striking  distance  of  her  torpedo. 

Such  a  vessel  should,  however,  be  possessed  of  great  speed  so  as  to 
overtake  and  destroy  a  flying  enemy,  as  well  as  to  quickly  reach  an  enemy 
who  had  got  his  guns  to  bear  upon  her,  thus  by  the  very  rapidity  of  her 
motion  to  diminish  the  chances  of  destruction,  injury,  and  loss  of  life. 
But  the  Alarm  lacks  this  important  quality  and  cannot  make  more  than 
9  or  10  knots  and  possibly  even  less  than  that.  This  defect  may  be 
remedied  by  substituting  a  more  effective  engine. 

No  new  vessel  upon  her  model  would  certainly  be  built  without  mak- 
ing speed  an  object  of  the  first  consideration. 

She  has  several  water-tight  compartments,  and  by  the  admission  of 
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ito  tanks  provided  for  that  purpose,  can  be  sank  so  low  in  the 
}  to  preseut  when  in  action  bat  small  surface  above  water. 
^  however,  a  single  skinned,  unarmored  vessel,  and  liable  to  be 
1  in  her  hull  and  engine  by  a  single  well  directed  shot  or  shell, 
s  respect  she  is  singularly  weak.  She  was  bailt  rather  as  an 
ental  vessel,  and  to  test  her  torpedo-machinery  and  her  model 
active  war.  But,  nothwithstanding  her  infirmities,  we  think 
Id,  as  an  auxiliary  power  in  a  naval  engagement,  do  an  enemy 
tual  harm,  and  more  thoroaghly  demoralize  a  fleet,  than  any 
not  all  the  vessels  of  our  fleet. 


Becapitulatian. 


Condition,  &c. 


•nd  on  worthy  of  completion 

:  unworthy  of  repair;  sho^  he  told. 

Novemher,  1877. 

re,  reeeiYing,  and  training  shipt 


permanently  naeleae  for  waivpnipoaee. 
leU  in  eerrioe  nnflt  for  war-purpose*  . . . 


unfinished 

(repairs 

extenaive  repairs. 


tonporarily  out  of  nse 


adrate  . 

•team-Tessels {3d rate  . 

4th  rate 


ats 

:  in  service 


No. 

No.  of 
gnns. 

10 

18 

1 

19 

119 

164 

4 

344 

46 

694 

3 

8 

9 
1 
5 
9 

46 

>  •  •  »  •      •  • 

59 
93 

94 

soo 

9 
14 

4 
14 

9 

130 

88 
8 

S8 
1 

43 

S55 

Displace- 
ment. 

37,933 

38,100 

1.090 

43,813 

119,866 

3,747 

96,535 
40,070 
11,850 
93,670 


66,115 


38,640 
91,180 

3.745 
36,150 

1,950 


80,665 


Resum4, 


Condition,  &o. 


aoently  nnservioeahle. 
ig-Teesels  nnflt  for  war 

orarily  ontof  use 

rrice 

INavy 


No. 

No.  of 
gnns. 

48 

3 

34 

43 

634 

8 

300 

355 

117 

1,087 

Displace- 
ment. 


119, 866 

3.747 

66.115 

80,665 

369, 393 


tave  been  thns  particular  in  giving  the  present  condition,  age, 
mt,  and  displacement  of  each  vessel  of  the  Navy,  that  our  actual 
b  as  a  naval  power  may  be  fully  understood  and  if  possible 
\  by  Congress  and  the  country.  We  have  attempted  to  strip  off 
cnises  and  to  penetrate  all  mysteries,  and  to  present  the  uudis- 
and  simple  truth. 

mparison  with  the  leading  naval  powers  of  the  world,  we  occupy 
humiliating  and  unsatisfactory  condition ;  but  we  had  better 
nd  appreciate  it  now,  and,  if  possible,  provide  the  remedy,  than 
Jed  by  the  revelation  at  a  period  of  impending  danger. 
for  Congress  to  say,  with  the  evidence  before  it,  what  measures 
e  taken  to  place  the  country  in  a  condition  for  defense,  and  to 
)  the  means  for  carrying  the  flag  of  the  country  in  honor  and 
ipon  the  sea.  The  people  of  the  United  States  will  not  long 
',  to  this  present  condition  of  weakness  and  possible  danger.. 


( 
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Id  guns  we  are  not  lens  feeble  than  in  ships,  as  will  appear  from  the 
following  statement  fhrnished  by  Commodore  W.  N.  Jeffers,  Chief  of 
the  Bureau  of  Ordnanee,  showing  how  each  vessel  now  in  service,  and 
such  as  by  completion  or  repair  may  be  made  serviceable,  are  or  will  be 
armed.  As  compared  with  the  guns  of  other  navies,  they  are  by  no 
means  creditable  to  ns. 

BURBAU  OF  ObDNAKOR,  NaVY  DbPARTMKKT, 

Jf'athingUm  City,  ApHl  18, 1878. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  ^oar  req nest  of  this  date,  the  boreaa  inoloBes  herewith  » 
statement  of  the  nnmber,  kind,  calioer,  atid  weight  of  all  guns  carried,  or  intended  to 
be  carried,  by  each  of  the  vessels  of  the  United  States  Navy  named,  with  weight  of 
shot  and  hheU, 

I  am,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  N.  JEFFERS, 

C<nMHodare»  Chitf  qf  Bureau. 

Hon.  B.  W.  HARRIS, 

Committee  4n  Naval  AffairSj  House  of  BepreeentoHvee, 


Statement  of  the  number,  kind,  caliber,  and  weight  of  all  gUfie  carried,  or  intended  to  he 
carried,  by  each  of  the  following  vcHseU  of  the  United  Statee  Nmfy,  with  the  weiflUe  of  tho 
and  ehell. 


VMselii 


Tennessee 


Penssoola. 


Hartford.. 
Trenton .. 
Povrhatan 


Omaha 

Plymouth.... 

Benioia 

Monongahela 
Ticondero^  . 
Canandaigua. 
Lackawanna . 
Shenandoah.. 

Oftsipee 

Swatara 

Vandalia 

Marion 

Juniata 

Galena 

Idohican 

WyomlnjE.... 
Tusoarora — 
TVachuseU... 

Iroquois 

Kearsarge.... 

Ashoelot 

Monocaoj.... 

Adams 

Allianoe 

Enterprise... 
Essex 


I 

B 

a 


Ouns. 


Caliber. 


XT-inch 

IXinch 

100«poander. 
60-pounder.. 

XT-inch 

IXinch 

60-pounder . . 

IX-inch 

8-inch 

IXinch 

100-pounder. 

XMnch 

IX-inch 

60-pounder.. 


8-inoh 

IX-inch... 
60-poauder. 


XT-inch.... 
IX-inch... 
60-ponnder. 


Xl-inch... 
IX-inch... 
00-ponnder , 

vm-inch.. 
60>poauder 

Xlinch.... 
IX-inch.... 


1  •  60poander. 


Rifle  or  smooth-bore. 


Smooth-bore 

...do 

Rifle 

..do 

Smooth-bore 

..  do 

Rifle 

Smooth-bore 

Muzzle-loading  rifle. 

Smooth-bore 

Rifle 

Smooth-bore 

...  do 

Rifle 


Mnssle-loading  rifle 

Smooth-bore 

Rifle 


Smooth-bore 

..  do 

Rifle 


Smooth-bore 

...do 

Rifle 


Smooth-bore 
Rifle 


Smooth-bore 

...do 

Rifle 


•a 

•a 


Lbi, 

16.000 
9.900 
9,750 
5,400 

16.000 

9,aoo 

5,400 
9,900 

17,330 
9,900 
9,750 

16,000 
9.»0 
5,400 

17.330 
9,900 
5^400 


16,000 
9.900 
5,400 


16,000 

9.900 
5^400 

6,500 
5.400 

16,000 
9,900 
5,400 


Pniieetilsa 


o 
I 

9 


Lbt. 

166 
90 

100 
60 

166 
90 
60 
90 

180 
90 

100 

166 
90 
60 

180 
90 
60 


60 


166 
90 
60 


1 


60 

166 
90 

60 


si 


Lbt. 

96 

50 

IdSi 

nk 

90 

W4 

180 

73* 

96 

135i 

nj 

SO 

180 

50 


166      1S5| 
90       m 


50 


185| 
50 

5^ 

50 

1351 

^^ 

50 
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mMmt  tf  the  number,  kindf  odliher'  and  weight  of  all  gune  earriedf  ^.— Continned. 


---  -—  ^- 


YetMla. 


• 


in. 


»e 


k*.... 
it«t... 
ckt... 
nBoht. 


6nnt. 


8 

d 

5*5 


\ 


1 
8 
1 


>     8 


Caliber. 


Xl-iooh.... 
IX-inoh.... 
60-poimder , 


XVlnoh 


Bifle  or  smooth -bore. 


Smootb*bore 

...  do 

Rifle 


Smooth-bore 


JJm. 

16.000 

9,800 

5,400 


43,000 


Projectiles. 


i 


-a 


Lbi. 

166 

90 

60 


440 


^1 


X6t. 
135i 
73* 
50 


358 


XV-inoh,  or  lO-inch 


Rifle 


Mg 


i        ^ 

\   80 


8-inch 

IX-inch  .... 
60-poimder.. 

8-inch 

IX-inch 

60-poander.. 
100- pounder. 

IX-inoh 

Xl-inch 

IXrinoh 

100-pounder. 

IXkch 

8-inch 

IX-inch 

60-poaiider.. 


Mncsle-loAdiDg  rifle. 

Smooth-bore 

Bifle ^ 

Muzzle-loading  rifle. 

Smooth-bore 

Bifle 

....do 

Smooth-bore , 

...do 

....do 

Rifle 

Smoothbore 

Muzzle-loading  rifle. 

Smooth-bore , 

Rifle 


17,330 
9,900 
5,400 

17,330 
9.800 
5,400 
9.750 
0.800 

16,000 
9,900 
9,750 
9,900 

17,330 
9,800 
5.400 


:400 

1?0 
90 
60 

180 
00 
60 

100 
90 

166 
90 

100 
90 

180 
90 
60 


:400 

180 
73i 
50 

180 
73i 
50 
96 
Ti 

135 
73 
96 
73i 

180 
73* 
50 


I 


*  If  ot  determined. 


tBaUding. 


10-inoh. 


-All  veeeela  haring  Xl-inch  gnns  will  have  8-inch  muzzle-loading  riflee  substituted  therefor 
Itted. 

relative  naval  strength  as  compared  with  the  leading  naval  and 
me  nations  is  shown  by  the  following  extracts  from  Martin's  Year- 
for  1878,  descriptive  of  the  navies  of  France,  Oermany,  Great 
n,  Italy,  Spain,  and  Turkey. 

I  probable  that  among  the  ships  composing  the  navies  of  these 
ies  there  are  some  which,  like  many  in  our  own  Navy,  are  useless 
r  purposes;  but  the  iron-clad  vessels  of  those  countries,  it  must  be 
in  mind,  are  comparatively  new,  having  been  all  built  since  we 
[  building.  They  are  in  a  large  measure,  if  not  wholly,  creations 
Ml  by  the  Monitor,  and  there  is  every  reason  to  suppose  that  they 
Bat  improvements  upon  that  vessel,  and  that  they  are  generally 
mdition  fit  for  war. 


I 
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FRKNCH  NAVY. 


The  war  navy  of  FraDce  was  compoeed  at  the  end  of  1877  of  53  iron-clads,  264  noar^^ 
mored  screw-steamers,  62  paddle-steamers,  and  113  sailing-yessels.  The  following 
statement  ^ves  the  nnmber  of  vessels  of  each  class,  their  horse-power,  and  armament  . 


Claflses  of  Tessel*. 


1.  IBON'CLADS  (bAtOIENTS  CUIRASS^). 

FrigAtee  (ft^gates  ooiraute) 

Corvettes  (corvettes  cainMste) 

Coast-fnimrds  (gsrde-c6te  cairass6s) 

Floating  bsttexies  (batteries  flottftntes) 

Total  inm-oladt 

9.  SCBBW4rrBAlfSB8  (BlTIMaRTB  k  HSUCS). 

Ships  of  the  line  (vaiBseaaz) 

Frigates  (frigates) 

Corvettes  foorrettes) 

Avisos  (avisos) , 

Onnboats  (canoxuii6res) 

Transports  (transports) 

Special  boats  (bAtiments  sp6ciaiix) 

Total  screw-steamers 

3.  PADDLB-STBAXBBS  (BlTIMnm  k  B0UB8). 

Frigates  (frigates) 

Cor\'ettes  (corvettes) 

Avisos  (avisos) 

Total  paddle-steamers 

4.  SAnJKQ-VEflSILB  (BITIMKMTS  k  VOILES). 

Ships  of  the  line  (vaisseanz) 

Irrigates  (frigates) 

Corvettes  (corvettes) 

Brigs  (bricks) 

Transports  (transports) 

Smaller  vessels  (batein  de  flotille) 

Total  sailing'Vessels 

Total  war  navy 


Number. 

Horse- 
power. 

Gaii« 

21 

89.919 

210 

11 

27,065 

7S 

14 

41.  .'US 

35 

7 

35,000 

M 

53 

185,847 

461 

39 

16,680 

386 

S4 

10,100 

S74 

91 

7,940 

IM 

63 

8,975 

178 

78 

1,871 

95 

47 

10,999 

160 

9 

.94 

4 

964 

55,819 

1,547 

11 

3,430 

3S 

7 

1,870 

18 

44 

3,345 

104 

69 

8.665 

154 

9 

11 

7 

7 

96 

(» 

440 

-  -  •  •  • 

57 

25 

96 

49 

89 

113 

679 

499 

950,394 

9,834 

The  following  Is  a  tabnlar  list  of  the  53  iron-clads  of  the  French  navy,  either  afloat 
or  nearly  completed,  at  the  end  of  1877.  The  columns  of  the  table  exhibit,  similar  to 
that  descriptive  of  the  British  navy,  after  the  name  of  each  ship,  first,  the  thickness  of 
armor  at  the  water-line ;  secondly,  the  number  and  weight  of  guns ;  thirdly,  the  indi- 
cated or  nominal  horse-power  of  engines ;  and,  fourthly,  the  tonnage,  that  is,  displace- 
ment in  tons. 

Each  vessel  of  the  French  navy  is  enrolled  at  one  of  the  five  great  ^vmoM  mart- 
time^  of  the  oonntry,  namely :  1.  Cherbourg;  2.  Brest;  3.  Lorient;  4.  Rochefort;  aod, 
5.  Tonlon;  and  in  the  following  list  the  initial  letter  of  these  ports  precedinK  the 
name  of  each  iron-clad  denotes  the  division  on  the  register  of  which  it  stands.  Those 
iron-clads  marked  with  an  asterisk  (*)  before  their  names  were  launched  but  not  com- 
pleted at  the  end  of  1877 : 


5 


L 
B 
L 
B 


Names  of  iroimslads. 


1^ 

Q  a 


I 


Onns. 


I 

a 

0 


B 

FB&GATB8  CUIRA8S£S. 

^Redoubtable 

♦Trident 

FriedlaDd 

Colbert 


Inches. 
9 

H 


9 
4 

8 
9 
8 
9 
8 
9 


38-toii 
94-tOD 
94-tOQ 
18*ton 
18-ton 
19-ton 
94-ton 
18-ton 


I 

•si 

a 


o 
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Names  of  iroD-dadt. 


sa 


) 

le.... 

) 

nime. 
De  ... 
he... 


laate 
mae . 
oe... 


M>. 


COBVRTE8  CUIKASSAS. 


aoonitee. 


phante 


lease , 


te 


d'Arc.. 
Jm 

Jlanche 


QABDE-CdTES  CUIBASStS. 


fcation. 

i^ante. 

M)e 

or 

nant... 

LX 

or 

At..... 

» 


it 


Tnehe*. 

6 
9| 

5| 

Si 


)ogoe. 
o..... 
kga  ... 


cade, 
table 
nte. 
able. 

ere... 
;rioe. 


BATTBRISS  FL0TTANTE8. 


Etep.  662- 


6 
6 
« 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 


14 


6 

5» 
5 

5 

5 

5 

5 


Guns. 


i 

B 

a 


8 
9 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
8 
4 
8 
4 
8 
4 
8 
4 
8 
4 
8 
4 
8 
4 
8 
4 
8 
4 
8 
4 
% 
10 
36 
53 


4 
4 
4 
4 

4 
4 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 


4 
2 
4 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
1 
2 


5 
4 
9 
9 
9 
4 
4 


4J 


18-ton 

12-tOD 

18- ton 

7.ton 
18-ton 

7-ton 
18-ton 

7-ton 
12- ton 

7-ton 
12-ton 

7-ton 
12-ton 

7ton 
12  ton 

7-ton 
12-ton 

7-ton 
12- ton 

7-ton 
12.ton 

7-ton 
12.ton 

7-ton 
12-ton 

7-ton 
12-ton 

7-ton 
10- ton 

7-ton 
6|ton 

6- ton 


7-ton 

5-tOB 

7-ton 
5-ton 
7-ton 
5-ton 
7-ton 
7-ton 
7-ton 
7-ton 
7-ton 
7-ton 
7-ton 
7-ton 


38-ton 
25-ton 
38-ton 
25- ton 
38-ton 
38-ton 
38-ton 
38-ton 
38-ton 
38-ton 
12-ton 
12-ton 
12-ton 
12-ton 
20-ton 
12-ton 


6|-ton 
6i-ton 
6-ton 
6-ton 
6-ton 
6-ton 
6-ton 


} 


4,U0O 


I     3,963 
3,963 

3,963 

1,897 
1,897 
1,897 
1,897 
1,697 
1,897 
1,897 
1,897 


} 


4,200 

4,900 

4,200 
4,200 
4.200 
3,800 
3.6U0 
3,600 
1,508 
1,508 
1,508 
1,508 
1,508 
1,613 


500 
500 
500 
500 
500 
500 
500 


Tont, 
8,164 

7,360 

7,360 

7,360 

5,700 

5,700 

5,700 

5,700 

5,700 

5,700- 

5,700 

5,700 

5,700 

5,700 

5,700 

5,700 
6,786 

3,445 
3,445 

3,445 

3,445 
3,445 
3,445 
3,445 
3,445 
3,445 
3,445 
3,445 

5.495 

5,495 

5,495 
5,499 
5,495 
4,452 
4,452 
4,459 
3,700 
3,700 
3,700 
3,700 
3,700 
2,550 


1,422 
1,429 
1,338 
1,338 
1,338 
1,338 
1,338 
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The  mo«t  powerful  of  the  iron-clads  of  the  French  navy  is  the  Redoubtable,  launched 
at  Lorient  September  18, 1876.  The  length  of  the  Redoubtable  is  330  feet,  and  breadth 
70  feet.  Steel  has  been  employed  throughout  in  the  construction  of  the  ship,  and  only 
the  outer  bottom  and  rivets  are  of  iron.  There  is  a  ram  attached  to  the  bow  of  the 
Redoubtable,  weighing  30  tons.  Horizontal  steel  armor  is  used  in  sufficient  strength 
to  render  the  decks  l^mb-proof.  The  guns  are  mounted  en  barbette,  and  capable  of 
being  used  in  all  directions. 

Not  much  inferior  to  the  Redoubtable  are  the  Trident  and  Friedland,  both  launched 
in  1875,  but  the  former  not  completed  at  the  end  of  1877.  Next  in  rank  to  these  three 
tron-clads,  built  as  models  for  aggressive  warfare,  with  the  latest  recognised  improve- 
ments, stand  the  sister  ships,  the  Colbert  and  the  Richelieu,  also  launched  in  1875. 

The  length  of  each  is  314  feet,  breadth  57  feet,  and  mean  draught  26  feet.  Each  hM 
a  central  battery,  and  two  open- top  fixed  turrets.  Among  the  other  notable  ironclads 
are  the  Taureau,  a  cupola  ship,  and  the  first  eight  in  the  list  of  "  garde-cdtes  cuirass^" 
the  Devastation,  Foudrovant,  Tempdte,  Tonneur,  Fulminant,  Furieox,  Vengeur,  aud 
Tonnant.  The  Taureau  is  a  steam  ram,  of  i>eculiar  construction,  drawing  but  little 
water,  and  rising  only  a  few  feet  above  the  waves.  Her  prow  terminates  in  a  point, 
and  this  point  is  armed  with  a  massive  bronze  cone  which  serves  as  a  spar.  It  is  with 
this  spur  that  the  Taureau,  driven  at  a  speed  of  from  12  to  14  knots  an  hour,  can  strike 
and  split  a  ship. 

The  Taureau  carries  a  single  gun  of  twenty  tons,  and  has  but  one  deck,  covered  over 
it«  entire  length  with  a  cylin£ical  ball-proof  dome.  The  other  eight "  garde-c6te6 
€uira8s^,''  previously  named,  very  thickly  armor-plated,  are  of  recent  constmctioD, 
imd  not  quite  completed.  They  are  the  only  turret-ships  in  the  French  navy,  all  the 
other  iron-clads  being  broadsides.  It  will  be  seen,  in  examining  the  figures  in  the  pre- 
oeding  table,  that  there  is  a  strikini^  uniformity  in  the  construction  of  iron-clads,  the 
navy  of  France  contrasting  greatly,  in  this  respect,  with  that  of  Great  Britain. 

Among  the  unarmored  steamers  of  the  French  navy  the  most  notable  are  the  frigates 
Duqnesne  and  Toarville,  both  constructed  for  high  speed,  calculated  at  seventeen  knots. 
They  are  sister  ships;  the  Duquesne  was  launched  at  Rochefort  March  11,  1876,  and 
the  Tonrville  at  Toulon  February  24, 1876.    They  are  309  feet  long,  and  50  feet  brood, 
with  engines  of  6,000  horse-power,  and  a  displacement  of  5,340  tons.    Each  of  these 
ships  is  armed  with  27  guns,  of  which  20  are  of  a  bore  of  5^  inches,  and  7  of  9^  inches.   Of 
the  remainder  of  the  S^  unarmored  screw-steamers  of  the  French  navy,  more  thao  one- 
half  are  not  in  active  service,  being  either  stripped  of  their  guns,  or  on  the  reserve  list. 
Only  2  out  of  the  29  ships  of  the  line,  of  this  class,  the  Louis  XIV,  480  horse-power, 
witn  116  guns,  and  the  Jean-Bart,  400  horse-power,  with  66  guns,  were  afloat  in  1877, 
and  in  all  other  cases  the  service  was  carried  on  by  smaller  screw  and  paddle  steameiB. 
A  considerable  proportion  of  the  113  sailing  vessels  are  employed  as  garde-p^hss,  oq 
the  fishing-grounds  near  the  coasts  of  France. 

By  a  resolution  of  the  national  assembly,  passed  in  the  session  of  1875,  lane  addi- 
tions were  made  to  the  navy  of  war,  an  annual  credit  of  30,000,000  francs,  or  l,2w),000 1, 
being  set  aside  for  the  purpose,  to  be  applied  to  50  vessels,  the  construction  of  which 
was  either  to  be  finished,  continued,  or  simply  commenced  within  five  years.  The 
greater  number  of  these  vessels  are  being  built  in  the  government  dock-yards  at  Brest, 
Cherbourg,  and  Toulon. 

OBBMAN  NAVY. 

The  fleet  of  war  of  the  empire  consisted,  at  the  end  of  November,  1877,  of  20  iron- 
clads, including  7  not  completed,  29  other  steamers,  and  4  sailing  vessels. 

The  following  is  a  tabulated  list  of  the  twenty  iron-clads,  divided  into  frigates,  cor- 
vettes, and  floating  batteries.  The  columns  of  the  table  exhibit,  similar  to  that  descrip- 
tive of  the  British  iron-clad  navv,  first,  the  thickness  of  armor  at  the  water-line; 
secondly,  the  number  and  size  of  guns;  thirdly,  the  indicated  horse-power  of  the 
engines;  and  fourthly^  the  tonnage,  that  is,  displacement  in  tons. 
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a  clftda  marked  by  an  asterisk  (*)  before  tbeir  name  were  not  completed  at 
.f  1877: 


Armor-clad  ships. 


FBIOATE8. 

ad 

ilhelm 

Larffint 

ider  GroMe 

iedrichKarl 

12 

COBVKTnCS. 
I 
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It 

dalbert 

an 
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§• 
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^ 

1 
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5 
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10 

8 
1 

3S-ton 
18-ton 

1 

8,000 

10 

8 
11 

82-ton 
18-ton 

\ 
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8i 

S6 

13-ton 
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8* 

4 
8 

38-ton 
81-ton 

V 

5,400 

84 

4 
S 

86-ton 
81-ton 

5,400 

8* 

4 

3 

26-ton 
31- ton 

> 

5,400 

5 

6 

13-ton 

3,500 

5 

S6 

13- ton 

4,800 

6 

16 

13.ton 

1,800 

6 

8 

13.ton 

3.000 

6 

8 

18-ton 

3.000 

6 

8 

13.ton 

3.000 

6 

8 

18-ton 

3,000 

H 

4 

7-ton 

1,800 

^ 

3 

7ton 

1,800 

5-ton 

700 

5-ton 

700 

5-ton 

700 

5-ton 

700 

5-ton 

700 

o 


u 


Tont. 
7,560 

7,560 
9,435 
6,663 

6,663 

6.643 

5.934 
5,480 


3.553 
5.600 
5.600 
5.600 
5,600 


1.530 
1,500 
900 
900 
900 
900 
900 


two  moet  powerful  sbips  of  the  navy  are  the  iron-clads  Kaiser  and  Dentschland; 
milt  by  Messrs.  Samada  Brothers,  Poplar,  the  first  launched  March  19,  and  the 
1  September  12, 1874.  The  Kaiser  and  Deatschland  are  sister  ships,  285  feet  Ions, 
ncted  alike  in  every  respect,  after  the  designs  of  Mr.  Edward  J.  Reed,  formerhr 
metor  to  the  British  navy.  Each  is  protected  with  an  armor-belt,  extending  all 
md  aft,  from  5  feet  6  inches  below  the  water-line  to  the  main  deck,  and  has 
mor-plated  battery,  fitted  with  eight  22-ton  steel  breech-loading  Krapp  gons, 
ged  to  fire  broadside.  In  addition  to  these  eight  guns,  there  is  another  gun  of 
D8  weight  placed  afl,  capable  of  being  trained  to  an  angle  of  15  degrees.  The 
MSB  ofarmor-piates  on  the  vital  parts  of  the  belt  and  battery  is  10  inches ;  else- 
e  it  is  8  inches,  reduced  at  the  ends  of  the  ship.  The  upper  and  main  deck 
•  of  each  iron-clad  are  completely  covered  with  steel  plating. 
t  next  most  powerful  iron-clads  of  Germany  are  the  turret-ships  Grosser  Knrf Urst, 
Inch  der  Grosse,  and  Pruessen.  All  three  were  built  at  German  dock-yards,  after 
une  model,  during  the  years  1873  and  1874.  Each  of  them  has  two  turrets,  with 
rof  the  thickness  of  11  inches  around  them  and  the  center,  and  of  7  inches  fore  and 
vliUe  the  armament  consists  of  four  26-ton  ^ns  in  the  turrets  and  two  21-ton 
placed  fore  and  aft.  Not  much  inferior  in  size  to  these  three  turret-ships  are  the 
dads  Konig  Wilhelm,  Prinz  Friedrich  Karl,  and  Kronprinz.  The  Koniff  Wilhelm, 
i  at  the  Thames  Iron- Works,  Blackwall,  and  launched  on  the  25th  of  April,  1868, 
designed  by  the  former  constructor  of  the  British  navy,  and  carries  twenty-three 
I  96-ponnder|i,  made  of  Kmpp's  hammered  steel.  The  armor  is  8  inches  thick 
isbipa,  tapering  gradually  downward  to  a  thickness  of  7  inches  at  7  feet  below 
vater-line.  Behind  the  bowsprit  and  just  forward  of  the  stem  are  two  bulk- 
I,  each  of  6-inoh  armor  and  18  inches  of  teak,  which  continue  from  the  lower  deck 
uoogh  the  main  deck,  and  rise  to  the  height  of  7  feet  above  the  spar-deck,  where 
are  carved  into  the  form  of  semicircular  shields,  each  pierced  with  port-holes  for 
OQ  and  loop-holes  for  musket^.  Within  these  shields  are  four  300-pounders,  which 
be  used  to  fire  straight  fore  and  aft  or  as  broadside  guns.  The  Prinz  Friedrioh 
was  bnilt  at  La  Seyne,  near  Toulon,  after  the  model  of  the  French  frigate,  the 
oime.  The  Kronprinz,  built  at  Poplar,  by  Messrs.  Samuda  Brothers,  and  launched 
^,  is  eonstmcted  with  armor-plating  5  inches  thick,  so  arranged  as  to  protect  the 
tf  and  steering  apparatus,  as  well  as  the  whole  of  the  lower  deck.  The  arma- 
eonaists  of  fourteen  steel  breech-loading  guns  of  seven  tons  and  two  pivot-guns. 
tODg  the  armor-clad  vessels  of  the  second  class,  or  corvettes,  the  most  notam^^  ate 
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the  ZieteD  and  the  Ulan.  They  are  sea- going  ships  for  offensive  warfar 
for  great  spc^,  calcnlated  to  he  not  less  than  16  knots  per  honr.  A  spe 
the  Zieten  is  that  she  is  fitted  with  torpedo-boats  of  great  size,  after  new 
designs. 

There  were  nnder  constmction  at  the  end  of  1877,  besides  the  iron-cla* 
in  the  preceding  list,  a  number  of  nnarmored  yessels,  nearly  all  desij 
speed* 

The  chief  of  them  were  5  fTifl;ates,  constmcted  on  the  same  pattern, 
BlUoher,  Arkona,  Gazelle,  and  Hertha,  each  with  engines  of  2,500  ho 
armament  consisting  of  sixteen  80-ponnder  guns. 

ENGLISH  NAVY. 

The  efficient  strength  of  the  navy  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Bi 
in  the  subjoined  official  return,  annexed  to  the  navy  estimates  for  187 
comparative  statement  of  the  number  of  steamships  and  sailing-vesi 
under  the  two  heads  of  sea-going  steamers  and  reserve  steamers  and  sa 
in  commission  on  the  Ist  December,  1875,  and  on  the  Ist  December,  167) 


Ships  in  oommission. 


Sea-ffoing  steamers : 

LroD'Olad  line-of-battle  ships .... 

Other do do do... 

IroD-cUd  frigates  and  oorrettes. 

Other do do do... 

Sloops  and  small  vMsels 


Total  sea-going  steamers. 


Reserve  steamers  and  sailing-yessels: 

First-rescTTe  steamers 

Beoeiving  and  depot  steamers 

Do do ao..  sailing- vessels 

Sorveying  steamers 

Troop-ships,  steamers 

Ston^«hii>8,  steamers 

Tenders,  steamers 

Do sailing-vessels 

Coast^gnwrd  ornisers,  steamers 

Do do do.,  sailing- vessels 

Gonnery  training- vessels  and  sloops,  sailing 
Drin-ships  for  the  naval  reserve 


Total  reserve  steamers  and  sailing-vessels 
Total  navy , 


Dec  1,  It 


We  here  insert  the  latest  official  table,  giving  the  leading  particula 
olad  ships  of  the  British  navv,  as  furnished  to  us  by  Commodore  Jefferf 
nance,  instead  of  the  table  of  an  older  date  furnished  by  Mr.  Martin. 

Mr.  Martin  further  says  : 

The  following  is  a  succinct  description  of  the  most  notable  iron-cli 
divisions,  as  in  the  preceding  tabular  list,  into  five  classes : 

Itrat  class.  Four  turret-ships  for  great  naval  warfare  at  home  an< 
Inflexible,  the  Dreadnought,  the  Devastation,  and  the  Thunderer.    Tb< 
aimed  at  in  the  construction  of  this  class  of  iron-clads  were  to  carry  the 
ble  guns  and  armor,  to  be  very  manageable,  and  to  have  room  for  a  1 
coal. 

The  first  war-ship  of  this  class,  the  Inflexible,  built  at  Portsmouth 
launched  April  27, 1876,  was  designed  to  embody  the  latest  improvement 
exceeding  uiose  of  any  other  country  except  Italy,  both  in  offensive 
power. 

The  Inflexible  is  320  feet  in  length  and  75  feet  in  breadth  at  the  wai 
displacement  of  11,165  tons,  the  total  weight  of  armor,  inclusive  of  de* 
tons. 

The  power  and  strength  of  the  ship  is  concentrated  in  its  central  par 
a  citadel  12  feet  high,  one-half  above  and  one-half  below  the  water,  i 
and  110  feet  long,  aud  incloses  within  its  rect&ngnlar  walls  the  engiP 
the  base  of  the  turrets,  the  hydraulic  loading-gear,  the  magazines,  and 
of  the  ship  which  are  most  vulnerable.  Its  walla  are  41  inches  thic^ 
armor-plates  varying  in  thickness  from  16  inches  to  24  inches,  with  stt 
ing  between  and  behind  the  plates.  The  ship  extends  18  feet  below 
105  feet  before  and  behind  it,  and  the  office  of  these  extramural  port' 
in  the  main  part  nnarmored,  is  to  float  the  citadel,  described  by  the 
rectangular  armored  castle." 
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The  central  part  of  this  armored  oastle  ih  filled  by  the  two  turrets,  13  feet  high,  with 
an  iat'Crnal  diameter  of  28  feet,  placed  Hide  by  side — unlike  all  other  double-turret 
ships,  where  both  stand  on  the  middle  line — each  holding  two  81-ton  guns,  capable  of 
firing  16o0-pound  shot,  with  a  charge  of  300  pounds  powder. 

The  Inflexible  was  originally  designed  to  be  a  mastless  turret-ship,  but  when  already 
far  advanced  in  construction,  it  was  decided  by  the  admiralty  that  there  should  be 
two  iron  masts,  96  feet  and  83  feet  high,  with  brig-rigged  sails  18,470  square  fe^t  in 
area. 

The  three  other  war-ships  of  the  first  class,  the  Dreadnought,  the  Devastation,  and 
the  Thunderer,  are  mastless,  and  dependent,  therefore,  solely  on  steam-power.  Their 
speed,  like  that  of  the  Inflexible,  averages  thirteen  knots  an  hour ;  they  have  two  in- 
dependent screws  and  two  sets  of  engines,  and  they  carry  1,600  tons  of  coal,  or  sufficient 
to  take  them  over  a  distance  of  6,000  miles. 

The  deck  is  given  up  in  heavy  weather  to  the  waves,  but  a  narrow  deck-house,  run- 
ning between  the  two  turrets,  is  so  spread  out  at  the  top  as  to  form  a  spacious  hurri- 
cane or  flying  deck,  24  feet  above  water,  on  which  the  boats  are  stowed,  and  to  whit;h 
all  openings  from  the  hold  are  carried. 

The  Dreadnought,  originally  named  the  Fury,  was  launched  March  8,  1875,  and  is 
1,760  tons  larger  than  the  other  two  mastless  turret-ships ;  every  discovered  improve- 
ment is  embodied  in  her  construction,  and  she  is  inferior  in  power  only  to  the  Inflexi- 
ble, which  is  believed  to  stand  at  present  almost,  if  not  quite,  unrivaled  in  strength 
among  the  iron-clads  of  the  world. 

Second  clas8. — Three  ranis,  the  Glatton,  the  Rupert,  and  the  Hotspur,  nearly  all 
British  iron-clads,  are  fitted  to  act  occasionally  as  rams;  but  in  the  Glatteu,  the 
Rupert,  and  the  Hotspur,  built  in  1870-72,  the  ramming  power  is  made  the  principal 
object.       ^ 

These  rams  are  designed  to  act  in  concert  with  ships  of  the  first  class,  which  they 
somewhat  rfsemble  in  form. 

Though  comparatively  small  vessels,  their  armor  is  very  thick  in  proportion  to  their 
size,  being  12  inches  on  the  breastwork  and  from  12  to  14  inches  on  the  turret,  the 
armament  of  which  consists  of  25-ton  and  18-ton  guns. 

The  ram — main  feature  of  these  iron-clads,  to  which  their  whole  power  is  made  sub- 
ordinate— has  its  sharp  point  about  8  feet  below  the  water-line  and  12  feet  in  advance  of 
the  upright  portion  of  the  stem.  In  destructive  power,  the  rams  are  held  to  be  inferior 
to  no  other  iron-clads  but  the  turret-ships  of  the  Inflexible  type. 

Third  cl<M8. — Eight  first-rate  rigged  snips  for  cruising,  the  Monarch,  the  Hercules, 
the  Sultan,  the  Alexandra,  the  T^m<^raire,  the  Nelson,  the  Northampton,  and  the  Shan- 
non. The  Monarch,  sole  rigged  turret-ship  of  the  iron-clad  navy,  launched  in  1869,  has 
8-inch  armor  only  at  the  water-line ;  but  in  compensation  of  strength  carries  four  25- 
ton  guns,  with  10-iuch  armor  over  the  port-holes  and  8-inch  over  the  rest  of  each  of 
the  two  turrets.  Both  the  Hercules  and  the  Sultan,  completed  in  1870,  carry  18-ton 
guns,  with  9-iuch  armor  at  the  water-line  and  6-inch  and  8-inch  over  the  turrets. 
Similar  in  design  to  the  last  two  vessels,  bnt  rather  stronger,  and  with  improvements 
in  construction,  are  the  Alexandra,  launched  April  7,  1875:  the  T6m6raire  floated  out 
of  dock  from  Chatham  dock-yard  May  9, 1876,  which  embodies  in  its  construction  both 
the  turret  and  broadside  principles;  the  twin  ships  Nelson  and  Northampton,  built  at 
the  private  ship-yards  of  Messrs.  Elder  and  of  Messrs.  Napier,  Glasgow,  and  the  Shan- 
non ;  all  launched  in  1876. 

The  vessels  of  this  class  are  distinguished  for  great  size  and  power,  but  still  more 
for  speed  under  full  steam,  found  to  average  fifteen  knots  an  hour. 

No  other  country  has  at  present  similar  iron-clads,  except  Germany  and  Turkey,  all 
the  ships  of  the  latter  state  having  been  built  in  England  after  models  of  the  British 
navy. 

Foui^h  class, — A  number  of  armored  vessels,  originally  deemed  powerful,  but  at 
present  only  fitted  for  coast  defense. 

The  chief  of  them  are  the  four  mastless  turret  ships,  the  Cyclops,  the  Gorgon,  the 
Hecate,  and  the  Hydra,  built  during  the  years  1870  and  1871. 

Each  of  these  vessels  has  two  turrets,  with  two  IH-ton  guns  in  each  turret,  a  hull 
225  feet  long  and  45  feet  beam,  covered  by  a  belt  of  armor  7  feet  wide  in  two  strakes, 
the  upper  one  8  inches  thick  and  the  lower  one  6  inches  thick  amidships,  tapering  fore 
and  aft.  Above  the  hull  is  raised  a  breastwork,  117  feet  by  34  feet,  plated  with  6  feet 
6  inches  of  armor,  varying  in  thickness  from  eight  to  nine  inches. 

This  breastwork  protect-s  the  engines  and  machinery  for  working  the  turrets,  which 
are  built  at  either  end  of  it,  and  are  plated  with  9-inch  armor,  thickened  to  10-inch  in 
the  way  of  the  ports. 

There  is  also  a  pilot-tower,  17  feet  in  height,  plated  with  8-inch  and  9-inch  armor, 
for  the  protection  of  the  commanding  officer.  A  subdivision  of  this  class  of  vessels  is 
formed  by  the  Hercules,  the  Bellerophon,  the  Audacious,  the  Invincible,  the  Iron  Duke, 
the  Swiftsure,  and  the  Triumph,  in  the  first  list,  and  Penelope  and  the  Repulse  in  the 
second. 
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The  vessels  of  the  latter  class  carry  each  12-ton  guns,  behind  6-inch  armor  and  8-iocfa 
armor  at  the  wat.er-line. 

Their  size,  with  the  exception  of  the  largest,  Bellerophon,  is  nearly  eqnal,  and  their 
speed  from  13  to  14  knots  an  hour. 

The  Bellerophon,  besides  being  of  greater  size,  varies  from  the  rest  in  being  without 
the  8-iuch  armor  at  the  water-line,  bnt  its  speed,  on  the  other  hand,  is  fnlly  15  knots 
an  honr.  The  whole  of  the  vessels  of  this  class  are  broadsides,  very  powerful  for  their 
size,  and  especially  adapted  for  foreign  service. 

Fifth  class, — A  nnmber  of  partly  antiquated  rigged  ships  for  cruising,  the  Warrior, 
the  Minotaur,  the  Achilles,  the  Black  Prince,  the  Aginconrt,  the  Northumberland,  and 
the  Lord  Warden,  in  the  first  list,  and  the  Hector,  the  Valiant,  the  Defence,  and  the 
Resistance  in  the  second. 

The  vessels  of  this  class  vary  greatly  in  size,  but  their  armament,  stren^h,  and,  to 
some  extent,  speed  are  very  simuar.  They  are  mainly  armed  with  gnns  weighing  leas 
than  12  tons,  and  protected  in  general  by  less  than  6-inoh  armor.  This  division  in- 
eludes  the  old  iron-clads,  the  warrior,  launched  in  1860,  and  the  Minotaur,  launched 
in  1866,  the  former  with  4i-inch  and  the  latter  with  5i-inch  armor  over  all  parts.  The 
Warrior,  Black  Prince,  and  Achilles  are  each  380  feet  long  and  of  9,137  tons,  while  the 
partly  sister  ships,  Minotaur,  Aginconrt,  and  Northumberland,  are  400  feet  in  length 
and  of  10,627  tons. 

All  these  ships  are  of  considerable  speed,  varying  from  14  to  15  knots  an  hour. 
Nevertheless,  their  great  length  and  consequent  '*  unhandiness,"  tof^ether  with  limited 
fighting  power,  render  them  unfit  for  anything  beyond  the  protection,  or  destruction, 
of  mercantile  fleets. 

Next  in  rank  to  the  Warrior  and  Minotaur,  of  lesser  power  as  well  as  speed,  stands 
the  Lord  Warden,  wooden  ship.  A  subdivision  of  the  class,  imperfectly  armed  and 
protected,  are  the  old  iron-clslds.  Hector,  Valiant,  Defence,  Resistance,  Pallas,  aod 
Favorite,  constructed  in  the  years  1861  to  1863. 

The  iron-clads  not  included  in  the  preceding  list  are  three  small  vessels /or  colonitl 
defense,  the  Abyssinia  and  the  Magdala,  stationed  permanently  at  Bombay,  and  the 
Cerebus,  built  at  the  cost  of  the  government  of  Victoria,  stationed  permanently  st 
Melbourne. 

Their  armor-thickness  varies  from  6  to  10  inches,  and  each  carries  four  18-ton  gnns. 
They  form  part  of  Her  Migesty's  navy  for  the  defense  of  the  colonies.  There  are, 
besides,  fifteen  iron-clads  held  to  be  non-efficient,  namely,  the  iron  turret-ship  Prince 
Albert,  and  seven  ships  of  the  Warriot  class,  namely,  the  Lord  Clyde,  the  Caledonia, 
the  Ocean,  the  Prince  Consort,  the  Royal  Oak,  the  Royal  Alfred,  and  the  Zealons. 
These  converted  line-of -battle  ships,  carrying  from  4^  to  5^  inch  armor,  and  eighteen 
or  more  6i-ton  guns,  were  condemned  in  the  years  1876  and  1877.  Condemned  also  as 
inefficient  are  the  iron-clad  wooden  sloops  Research  and  Enterprise,  launched  in  1864; 
the  gun- vessels  Viper,  Vixen,  and  Water-Witch,  the  last  on  the  hydraulic  principle  of 
propulsion ;  and  the  floating  batteries  Erebus  and  Terror,  built  during  the  Rasaian 
war.  The  whole  of  these  vessels  are  of  antiquated  construction,  and  pronounced  to 
be  useless  for  modern  warfare. 

Among  the  nnarmored  ships  of  the  British  navy  the  chief  are  three  iron-built  ^riga^ 
the  Shah,  the  Inconstant,  and  the  Raleigh.  The  Sbah,  launched  in  September,  1873,  an 
iron  screw-frigate,  cased  with  wood,  of  5,700  tons  burden  and  7,500  horse-power,  car- 
rying twenty-six  guns — two  12-ton,  sixteen  6^-ton,  and  eight  64-pounder8 — is  reported 
the  swiftest  vesselin  the  navy. 

ITALIAN  NAVY. 

The  navy  of  the  kingdom  of  Italy  consisted  at  the  end  of  December,  1877,  of  9^ 
steamers,  afloat  or  building,  armed  with  676  gnns.    They  were  olassed  as  follows: 


Steamers. 

Iron-olads. 

Screw- 
ateamert. 

Paddle- 
ateamers. 

Ko. 
16 

Gnns. 

No. 

Gona. 

Ko. 

Oooi. 

IroD-eliid  tihipfl .........,....,^^...^.t.t- 

194 

Frigates 

0 
5 
3 

980 

74 
18 

Corv«tt«e  of  the  flret  claea                x  x..*x..a .^ 

3 
5 
4 

9 

CoFTSttes  of  the  i»econd  clase 

SO 

(Corvette*  of  the  third  claiM    ..^-...n-.-.r-^-r-.-r-^-.-.r,,.... 

15 

Ouoboate 

IS 

9 

47 
90 

Tnumportii 

90 

96 

_ 

Total 

16 

IM 

38 

439 

32 

113 

Total  horae-DOwer - 

99L150 

12,9SA 

6,1 

910 

"^ 

1 

■^ 
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ollowing  is  a  tabular  list  of  the  16  armor-clad  ships  of  the  Italian  navy,  either 

r  in  coarse  of  constmotion,  at  the  end  of  1877. 

»lamn8  of  the  table  exhibit  after  the  name  of  each  ship,  first,  the  thickness  of 

t  the  water-line;  secondly,  the  number  and  weighc  of  guns;  thirdly,  the  indi- 

*  nominal  horse-power  of  engines ;  and  fourthly,  the  tonnage,  that  is,  the  dis- 

!nt  in  ions. 

» iron-clads  marked  with  an  asterisk  C)  before  their  names  were  not  completed 

nd  of  li:J77 : 


Names  of  iron-cUds. 


FIRST  CLASS. 

) 

SKCONB  CLASS 

Amedeo 

TniRD  CLASS. 

tor© 

e '. 

kbile 

erde 

iar^ 

i. ;.. 

•dao 


Is 

o  S  ^ 
S  S  a 


fnehet. 
23 
22 


H 
H 

yh 

H 
6 

I* 

5 
5 
5 
5 


Oons. 


No. 


1 
6 
1 
6 
1 
6 
1 
6 


9 

6 

6 

6 

6 

14 

14 

14 

10 

10 


Weight. 


lOOton 
lOOton 


SS-ton 
18-ton 
95.ton 
18-ton 
SS-ton 
18-ton. 
S5-ton. 
18-ton. 


12-ton 

12-ton 

12-ton 

12-ton 

12-ton. 

64-ton. 

eLum. 

6i-ton. 
6i-ton. 
S|-ton, 


t 


e 
a 


r 


7.500 
7,500 


1.500 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

950 

950 

950 

900 

900 


10,65a 
10,65a 


6,500 
6,500 
6,506 
6,500 


4,070 
2,900 
2,900 
2,900 
2,900 
2.500 
2,500 
2,500 
2.000 
2,000 


two  most  remarkable  iron-olads  of  the  Italian  navy,  reputed  also  to  be  the  most 
ill  types  of  men-of-war  yet  constructed,  are  the  double-turret  ships,  the  Duilio, 
ed  at  Castellamare  on  the  8th  of  May,  1876,  and  the  sister  ship,  the  Dandolo,  on 
cks  at  La  Spezzia  at  the  end  of  1877. 

length  of  the  Duilio  is  339  feet,  the  breadth  65  feet,  and  the  displacement  10,600 
rhe  armor  of  the  Duilio  is  of  the  unparalleled  thickness  of  22  inches  throughout, 
ee  rolled  by  C.  Cammell  &  Co.,  Sheffield.  As  unsurpassed  in  size  as  the  armor 
irmament  of  the  Duilio,  which  consists  of  four  100-ton  Armstrong  guns,  33  feet 
Iring  projectiles  2,500  pounds  in  weight,  with  powder-charges  of  :^0  pounds. 
lU  of  tne  Duilio  is  altogether  of  iron  and  steel.  It  consists  of  a  central  iron-clad 
rtment,  167  feet  in  length  and  54  feet  in  breadth,  which  descends  to  5  feet  under 
ter-line,  incloses  the  machinery  and  boilers,  the  powder-magazines,  and  a  por- 

the  mechanism  used  in  working  the  turrets  and  the  cannon.  At  the  bow  and 
f  this  compartment,  the  deck-passage,  which  lies  about  4^  feet  below  the  water- 
defended  bv  horizontal  armor,  so  that  neither  a  projectile  nor  water  can  enter  it. 
ytatot  this  hull  above  this  iron-clad  deck  is  constructed  in  a  peculiar  way  in  con- 
ion  of  the  probability  of  its  being  seriously  damaged  in  a  fight. 
»nd  central  iron-olad  compartment  is  built  over  the  first,  and  incloses  the  basea 
turrets  and  the  remaining  portion  of  the  mechanism  employed  in  loading  and 
ig  the  cannon. 

'e  the  second  compartment  rise  the  two  turrets,  which  have  each  two  100-ton 
ong  gnns,  and  are  arranged  with  their  centers  at  the  distance  of  8  feet  f^om  the 
idinal  plane  of  the  vessel,  which  renders  it  possible  to  discharge  three  cannon 
iporaneously  in  a  parallel  direction  with  the  keel.  Besides  its  gigantic  arma- 
ne  Dnilio  has  a  powerful  ram,  and  at  the  stern,  in  a  tunnel  closed  by  a  grated 

▼ery  rapid  torpedo-boat,  which  can  be  launched  forth  from  its  resting  place  to 
ts  torpedoes.  As  means  of  propulsion  the  Duilio  has  two  screws,  driven  by  en- 
f  7,500  horse-power,  and  is  calculated  to  run  14  miles  an  hour, 
ihip  will  carry  1,200  tons  of  coal,  being  sufficient  for  a  run  of  1,000  miles  with 
ce,  and  4,000  miles  at  a  moderate  rate.  The  Dandolo  is  absolutely  similar  in 
iction  to  the  Duilio,  and  the  two  when  completed,  not  expected  to  be  before  the. 
I&IO,  will  represent  the  power  of  whole  navies  of  old  construction. 
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It  was  designed  by  the  Italian  Gk>yemmeDty  at  the  end  of  1877,  to  oonstmot  two  iron- 
clad ships  even  more  powerful  than  the  Duilio  and  Dandolo.  They  were  to  be  called 
the  Italia  and  Lepanto,  each  of  14,000  tons,  and  oovered  throughoat  with  armor  of 
the  enormons  thickness  of  36  inches,  or  3  feet.  The  other  iron-clads  of  the  Italian 
navy  are  of  older  constraction  and  much  less  x>ower.  The  Venezia  was  built  in  England 
in  1871,  and  the  Palestro,  Principe  Amedea,  and  Roma,  sister  ships,  at  the  dock-yard  of 
Castellamare,  near  Naples,  where  they  were  laanched  in  the  years  1872  to  1874.  All 
four  carry  armor  9^  inches  thick,  and  are  armed  each  with  six  cannon  of  16  tons  and 
one  of  25  tons.    Tne  remaining  iron-clads  are  similar  in  design  and  construction. 

SPANISH  NAVY. 

The  navy  consisted,  according  to  official  returns,  of  the  following  vessels  afloat  and 
under  construction  at  the  end  of  June,  1877 : 

1.  Screw  steamers— 

Omu. 

10  armor-clad  ships,  of  from  16  to  40  guns 195 

19  frigates,  of  from  26  to  51  guns 413 

26  corvettes,  of  from  2  to  5  guns 68 

18  gun-boats,  each  with  1  gun 1^ 

63  steamers „ 694 

2.  Paddle-steamers — 

3  frigates,  of  14,  16,  and  18  guns 48 

5  corvettes,  of  from  2  to  10  guns - 40 

10  avisos,  2  of  1  aud  8  of  2  guus 13 

18  paddle-steamers 106 

3.  Sailing-vessels — 

1  corvette,  of  15  guns 15 

4  naval-school  ships,  of  from  18  to  30  guns 106 

3  coast-guard  vessels,  of  2  guns  each 6 

8  sailing-vessels 127 

The  ten  armor-clad  ships  of  the  Spanish  navy  were  constructed  in  England  and 
France.  The  largest  of  them,  the  Victoria,  launched  early  in  1868,  was  constructed  by 
the  Thames  Ironworks  Company. 

The  dimensions  of  the  ship  are:  in  length,  316  feet;  in  breadth,  57  feet;  and  in 
depth)  38  feet ;  while  the  displacement  is  7,053  tons. 

The  Victoria  carries  four  12- ton,  three  9-ton,  and  twelve  7-ton  guns,  and  is  armored 
from  stem  to  stern  with  5^1nch  plates  and  10-inch  teak ;  the  engines  of  5,000  horse- 
power, nominal,  are  of  the  same  type  as  those  of  the  Warrior  and  Minotaur. 

Next  to  the  Victoria  in  size  is  the  Numancia,  constructed  by  the  company  of  the 
''Forges  et  Chantiers  de  la  M6diterran6e,"  at  Marseilles,  France.  The  Numancia  is 
built  entirely  of  iron,  with  the  exception  of  the  teak  backing  for  the  armor-platingi 
and  is  316  feet  long,  and  57  feet  broad  at  the  beam,  with  a  draught  of  water  of  27  feet 
4  inches.  The  Numancia  is  incased  by  5-inch  plates,  and  has  an  armament  of  six  Id- 
ton,  three  9- ton,  and  sixteen  7-ton  Armstrong  guns,  broadside  battery. 

Next  in  rank  after  the  Numancia  stands  the  Arapiles,  oldest  of  Spanish  iron-clads, 
built  at  Blackwell,  near  London,  and  launched  October  17,  1864.  The  Arapiles,  coo- 
structed  after  French  models,  is  of  wood,  covered  with  plates  4^  inches  thick,  and 
carries  34  guns  in  broadside  battery. 

Of  similar  construction  is  the  Saragossa,  also  with  41  armor,  and  the  Mendez  Nunez, 
formerly  named  the  Resolution.  The  other  five  iron-clads,  called  the  Sagnnto,  Pingarda, 
Dnque  de  Tetuan,  Aragon,  Castilla,  and  Havana  are  smaller  vessels,  with  4-iucb  armor, 
carrying  from  three  to  ten  guns.  The  three  last-named  iron-clads,  built  for  coast- 
defense,  were  not  completed  at  the  end  of  1877. 

For  the  defense  of  the  colonies,  and  mainly  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico,  Spain  maintains 
a  small  fleet  of  gunboats,  constructed  in  the  United  States  during  the  year  1870.  The 
gunboats,  thirty-live  in  number,  are  all  of  the  same  size,  107  feet  long,  22^  feet  beam, 
8  feet  depth  of  bold,  aud  draw  about  5  feet  water.  They  are  screw  steamers,  aud  each 
one  carries  a  100-puuuder  pivot-guu  at  the  bow. 

TURKISH  NAVY. 

The  flt-et  of  Turkey  consisted,  at  the  end  of  the  year  1877,  of  15  large  armor-clad 
8^i))s,  IH  smaller  ir^^n-clads,  including  11  monitors  and  gunboats  for  the  Danube,  aud  45 
other  steamers.    The  15  large  armor-clad  ships  comprise  3  of  the  first  class,  or  sea-going 
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trigates;  5  of  the  second  class,  or  seft-goiojc  corvettes ;  and  7  ot  the  third  class,  or  cor- 
vettes for  coast  defense. 

The  following  is  a  tabulated  listof  the  principal  armor-clad  ships  of  the  Tnrkish  navy  in 
existence  at  the  end  of  1877.    The  columns  of  tne  table  exhibit,  similar  to  the  description 
of  British,  French,  and  German  ironclads,  after  the  name  of  each  ship,  first,  the  thick- 
ness of  armor  at  the  water-line;  secondly,  the  number  and  weight  of  gaos;  thirdly, 
the  indicated  or  nominal  horse  power;  and  fourthly,  the  tonnage  or  displacement  in 
tons. 

Those  armor-clad  ships  marked  by  an  asterisk  (*)  before  their  names  were  not  com- 
pleted at  the  end  of  1877. 


Names  of  iron-cUds. 


FIB8T  CLASS. 

Iftwodiy* 

Xeodoohij^  

Ikoanetich 

SECOND  CLASS. 

Atizleh. 

Orkanieh 

Ibhmoadieh 

ORnui^ 

AthfflLTerfik 

THIBD  CLASS. 

^eOilBanlend •... 

MoQkadem-Hjiir 

maa-Ueh 

AtharSliefket 

Se^jimi^hefket 

Anu-lQah 

Kain-Zaffer 


I 


o  ^ 


Inches. 
IS 

12 

13 

10 

10 

10 

10 
9 


9 
9 
7 


5i 


OuQa» 


Nvmber.l  Weight. 


a 


12 
3 

13 
3 

12 
3 


1 
15 

1 
15 

1 

m 
1 

15 

8 


4 
A 
4 
1 
5 
1 
5 
A 
A 


t8-tOD.  ) 

6|-ton.  > 
Id-ton.  i 

6^tOQ.  i 

18- ton.  t 
6^ton.  5 


19-ton.  \ ! 
6^ton.  S 
I'Jton.  I 
6i-ton.  5  I 

I'itOD.  ) 

6^.ton.  > 
IS-ton.  1 1 
6i-ton.  > 
12-ton.    I 


12-ton. 
12- too. 
12- ton. 
12-ton.  ( 
6|-ton.  5 
12-ton 
6^- ton 
12-ton. 
12-ton- 


■l 


5.500 
5,500 
5,500 

4,800 

4,800 

4.800 

3,000 
3,000 


1.800 
l.tMW 
1,650 

1,650 

1,500 

1,200 
1,200 


a  « 

§1 

a, 

m 


9,140 
9,140 
9,140 

6,400 
6,400 
6,400 

4.900 

4,900 


2.760 
9,760 
2,400 

2,400 

9,998 

1,400 
1,400 


The  largest  armor*c]ad  ships  of  the  Tnrkish  navy  are  the  3  frigates,  the  M^sondiy^  ' 
completed  in  1875;  the  Mendonhiy^,  lannohed  February  1, 1877 ;  and  the  Nousretieh' 
Uanehed  in  April,  1877.    The  first  two  constructed  by  the  Thames  Ironwork  and  Ship- 
bailding  Company  at  Blackwell,  near  London,  and  the  third  at  Constantinople. 

The  3  frigates  are  built  on  the  same  design,  each  being  332  feet  long,  with  extreme 
lN!^eadth  of  59  feet,  are  constmcted  on  the  broadside  principle,  and  have  on  the  main 
deck  a  12-gaQ  battery  148  feet  long,  the  armoivplates  of  which  are  12  inches  thick  at, 
tod  10  inches  thick  above,  the  water-line.  The  bow  is  also  strongly  fortified  and  fitted 
vith  a  ram  of  great  strength,  20  tons  in  weight,  adapted  to  pierce  an  opponent  below 
the  armor  in  the  most  vulnerable  part. 

Forward,  a  forecastle  has  two  fi^ton  guns,  firing  ahead,  while  a  poop  aft  has  one  gun 
of  the  same  call  b^. 

Among  the  older  iron-clads  of  Turkey  the  most  notable  is  the  frigate.Osmanieh,  built 
by  Napier  Sc  Sous,  Glasgow,  and  launched  September  2, 1864.  The  Osmanieh  is  a  ram, 
tnuor-plated  from  stem  to  stem,  '.^9  feet  Ions,  56  feet  broad,  and  of  a  burden  of  4,200 
tons.   The  stem  of  the  vessel  projects  abont  4  feet  beyond  the  upper  deck  at  water-line. 

Two  other  notable  iron-clacu  are  the  twin  screw-steamers  Avni  lUah,  or  Help  of  Gk>d, 
uid  the  Mnin  Zaffer,  or  Aid  to  Victory,  the  first  built  at  the  Thames  Ironworks,  and 
the  second  by  Samnda  Brothers,  Poplar,  and  both  launched  in  June,  1869.  Each  of 
these  vessels  is  230  feet  long  and  36  feet  broad,  of  a  burthen  of  1,400  tons,  and  with 
^Rines  of  1,200  herse-power.  Both  are  clad  in  armor  of  an  average  thickness  of  5| 
Uches,  and  carry  foar  12-ton  rifle  Armstrong  guns  in  a  central  battery. 

The  facU  here  preseotetl  are  so  startling  and  so  bnmiliating  that  no 
argument  from  the  committee  will  be  needed  to  arouse  Congress,  or,  if 
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not  Congress,  the  country,  to  a  sense  of  insecarity  and  danger  which 
will  demand  that  immediate  steps  be  taken  to  strengthen  oar  means  of 
defense  at  home,  and  to  provide  a  fleet  for  service  at  sea  worthy  of  a 
nation  hitherto  occnpying  a  prond  eminence  as  a  naval  power,  and 
having  a  record  in  the  annals  of  naval  warfare  of  which  older  nations 
might  well  be  envions. 

The  committee  will  not  in  this  report  pause  to  inquire  how  it  happens 
that  our  Navy  is  in  such  feeble  and  unsatisfactory  condition,  nor  to  whom 
the  blame  belongs.  On  those  questions  we  might  differ.  Upon  the  facts 
here  presented,  and  upon  the  lessous  of  patriotism  and  duty  which  they 
teach,  we  do  unanimously  agree. 

We  agree  that  it  is  our  duty  to  recommend  to  Congress  that  imme> 
diate  and  adequate  measures  be  taken  for  the  formation  of  a  new  and 
formidable  Navy.  We  should  not,  however,  enter  rashly  or  with  wastefal 
extravagance  upon  the  work  of  building  costly  and  ponderous  vessels 
capable  of  contending  in  mid-ocean  with  iron  fleets  of  Europe.  Such 
vessels  will  never  be  useful  to  the  United  States,  and  their  value  to  any 
nation  is  yet  problematical.  We  are  prevented  alike  by  distance  and 
our  national  policy  from  participating  in  the  conflicts  which  constantly 
menace  the  powers  of  Europe.  If  we  will  detend  our  own  shores,  and 
protect  our  commerce  on  the  sea,  we  shall  be  invincible  at  home  and 
respected  abroad.  We  have  no  colonial  dependencies  to  be  either  de- 
fended or  held  in  subjection  by  force,  and  no  neighbors  either  powerful 
enough  or  ambitious  and  unjust  enough  to  covet  our  possessions  to  seek 
to  divide  us.  With  peace  and  prosperity  among  ourselves  we  shall  re- 
quire but  small  armies  and  navies.  But  if  war  is  thrust  upon  us  we 
should  be  prepared  to  meet  and  beat  back  the  most  powerful  enemy, 
and  we  should  also  be  in  condition  to  carry  on  aggressive  war  upon  his 
commerce,  in  ships  so  swift  and  destructive  as  to  sweep  it  from  the 
ocean.  We  know  the  demoralizing  effect  upon  commerce  of  a  few  swift 
cruisers  gallantly  commanded.  England  knows  how  much  she  gained 
by  the  destruction  of  our  commerce  during  our  late  civil  war,  and  how 
little  she  paid  as  damages  for  her  participation  in  that  destruction.  We 
remember  how  much  we  suffered  also. 

Should,  unfortunately,  war  ever  come  between  England  and  the  United 
States,  and  should  the  latter  put  upon  the  ocean  to  prey  upon  the  im- 
mense commerce  of  Great  Britain  a  few  swift,  well-armed,  and  powerful 
cruisers,  we  know  how  terrible  would  be  the  retribation.  Her  great 
iron-clads  met  at  our  shores  by  coast  and  harbor  defenses,  torpedoes, 
rams,  and  iron-clad  batteries,  could  not  do  us  half  the  damage  which 
twenty-five  such  vessels  could  do  her  upon  the  sea.  The  fact  that  we 
were  in  readiness  for  such  a  contest  would  keep  the  peace  and  compel 
her  to  submit  to  our  just  and  reasonable  demands,  and  we  are  not  likely 
to  make  other  demands  of  a  nation  in  whose  honor  and  glory  we  have 
so  great  and  so  proud  an  interest.  What  we  have  said  of  England  will 
apply  to  any  other  of  the  commercial  nations.  To  be  ready  for  war  is 
to  be  secure  in  peace. 

But  we  are  not  ready  for  war ;  we  are  wholly  unprepared.  We  have, 
however,  profound  peace,  and  therefore  the  time  to  prepare  for  war. 

We  may  begin  carefully,  and  may  consult  and  exercise  in  our  prepa- 
rations the  most  rigid  and  scrupulous  economy.  We  have  no  need  to 
enter  upon  expensive,  doubtful,  and  wasteful  experiment. 

While  we  have  been  doing  nothing  in  the  way  of  experiment  daring 
the  last  thirteen  years,  and  have  been  year  by  year  reiducing  and  cur- 
i^iling  our  naval  expenditures,  and  even  suff'ering  our  ships  to  go  to 
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decay,  all  Earope,  indeed  the  whole  world,  has  been  carrying  to  fullest 
demonstration  the  experiments  which  in  our  extremity  we  began. 

The  net  results  of  those  vast  expenditures  and  dreadful  failures  and 
great  successes  we  can  now  have  the  benefit  of  at  the  least  possible  cost.. 

This  fact  goes  far  to  reconcile  us  for  our  present  feeble  naval  power. 

They  have  had  the  experience  and  suffered  the  loss;  but  the  fruits 
are  ours,  in  part,  at  least. 

They  have  the  ships  and  the  guns,  to  be  sure,  but  they  have  the  bad 
ones  as  well  as  the  good  ones. 

We  can  imitate  and,  I  do  not  doubt,  improve  upon  the  good  ones^ 
while  the  bad  and  worthless  ones  will  be  theirs  alone. 

In  view  of  the  great  necessity  which  is  uiK)n  us,  your  committee  hav& 
sought  carefully,  guided  by  the  testimony  and  opinions  of  the  most  ex- 
perienced ofiicers  of  the  Navy,  and  from  their  study  of  the  subject,  to 
embody  in  the  form  of  a  bill  the  true  future  policy  of  the  government 
with  respect  to  the  subject  committed  to  them.  We  have  prepared  and 
herewith  present  as  a  substitute  for  House  bill  No.  1974,  which  was 
referred  to  the  committee  on  the  10th  of  December,  1877,  a  bill  which 
we  commend  to  the  carefal  consideration  of  Congress,  and  which  we 
trust  will  meet  the  approbation  of  and  be  adopted  by  the  House.  Two 
things  only  are  wanting  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  desired  end : 

1.  Congress  must  provide  the  money,  and 

2.  Secure  its  proper,  wise,  and  economical  expenditure. 

The  bill  herewith  reported,  it  is  confidently  believed,  will  accomplish 
that  purpose. 

The  considerations  which  have  governed  your  committee  in  the  prep- 
aration of  this  bill  are,  in  part,  as  follows : 

We  have  become  satisfied  that  the  great  want  of  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment is  a  well-considered  future  policy,  a  policy  requiring  a  series  of 
years  for  its  complete  execution.  Such  a  policy  is  a  necessity  of  the 
Navy  Department  to  a  greater  extent  than  to  any  other  department  of 
the  government. 

The  Secretary  is  generally  a  civilian,  without  practical  experience  in 
naval  affairs. 

Change  in  the  head  of  the  Navy  Department  is  frequent,  and  with 
every  change  comes  change  of  policy  or  mode  of  administration.  It 
often  requires  months  for  a  new  Secretary  to  learn  the  condition  and 
wants  of  the  Navy  and  the  merest  routine  of  his  duties. 

He  is  not  always  so  fortunate  as  to  be  informed  of  the  intentions  and 
plans  of  his  predecessor,  and  is  often  compelled  hastily  to  devise  a 
policy  of  his  own. 

The  heads  of  bureaus  often  change  also,  and  each  new  advent  into  a 
bureau  brings  new  views,  untried  schemes  and  experiments,  and  some- 
times hobbies,  which  must  be  ridden  at  all  events. 

There  is  and  can  be  no  head  to  the  bureau  system.  It  is  not  and 
never  will  be  a  unit,  acting  harmoniously  for  the  best  good  of  the  Navy. 

A  constructor  may  devise  and  build  an  excellent  hull,  a  steam-en- 
gineer a  fine  engine,  and  an  ordnance  of&cer  may  present  splendid  guns, 
bat  for  want  of  unity  of  design  the  three  when  brought  together  may 
make  a  worthless  ship.  Great  failures  have  resulted  in  this  way,  and 
jet  no  one  person  could  justly  be  held  responsible  for  the  failure;  each 
coold  i)oint  to  the  perfection  of  his  contribution  and  find  ample  justifi- 
cation. The  fault  was  with  the  system ;  the  of&cers  could  not  be  justly 
blamed,  for  each  did  well  and  acted  with  the  purest  intentions  and  with 
the  highest  skill. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  the  remedy  for  this  want  of  unity 
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and  harmony  can  be  foand  in  a  board  of  assistants  for  the  Navy,  com- 
pofled  of  officers  and  experts,  which  Bhall  combine  the  best  experience^ 
not  only  in  bailding  and  arming  vessels  of  war,  bat  in  navigating  and 
fighting  them,  which  board  shall  act  on  all  questions  coming  within  its 
jarisdiotiou  as  a  unit,  and  in  no  other  way. 

We  believe  the  board  should  have  a  continuous  existence,  and  not  be 
subject  to  a  change  of  all  its  members  at  one  tiipe,  but  which  shall,  at 
all  tiroes,  have  upon  it  enough  officers  holding  over  to  prevent  a  well- 
settled  line  of  policy  from  being  lost  or  departed  from  without  due  con- 
sideration and  deliberation. 

It  would  certainly  be  of  the  greatest  value  to  a  new  civil  head  of  the 
Navy  Department  to  have  the  aid  and  advice,  in  his  always  arduous 
and  often  perplexing  duties,  of  a  board  of  experienced  men,  familiar 
with  the  past  and  existing  naval  policy  of  the  country.  Such  a  board, 
composed  of  officers  who  have  performed  distinguished  and  honor- 
able service,  and  holding,  their  places  for  life,  would  be  likely  to  be 
national  and  patriotic  in  its  views  and  purposes,  rather  than  factious  or 
partisan.  Such  a  board  should  have  no  i>ower  to  dictate  to  the  Secre- 
tary or  to  control  his  actions,  but  their  province  should  be  to  gather 
information  and  wisdom,  to  be  imparted  to  the  Secretary  as  his  ueces- 
sities  might  require. 

If  it  shall  be  objected  that  heads  of  the  several  bureaus  now  perform 
the  service  which  the  bill  herewith  reported  imposes  upon  the  board  of 
assistants,  we  answer  that,  while  the  bureau  officers  undoubtedly  render 
very  valuable  service,  and  give  excellent  advice  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  yet,  under  the  law,  they  are  and  were  intended  to  be  but  the  in- 
struments by  which  the  Secretary,  in  the  several  departments  of  the 
service,  executes  the  executive  will  of  which  he  is  the  exponent.  They 
do  not  act,  as  has  been  before  stated,  as  a  unit,  and  their  collected  wis- 
dom rarely  if  ever  finds  expression,  and  yet,  in  practice,  it  too  often 
happens  that  the  views  and  plans  of  bureau  officers  are  carried  out, 
separately  and  independently  of  the  other  departments,  and  if  fatal 
errors  and  mistakes  occur  the  responsibility  falls  upon  the  Secretary, 
who  alone  possesses  the  power  of  direction.  Far  better  would  it  be  if 
the  designs  and  plans  of  a  bureau  officer  could  be  adopted  without  his 
voice  or  vote,  and  upon  their  merits. 

Upon  the  Secretary  and  his  legally  constituted  advisers  would  justly 
fall  all  blame  for  maladministration. 

We  are  not  of  opinion  that  all  wisdom  in  naval  affairs  is  found  within 
the  Navy  Department  as  at  present  constituted,  and  that  the  world  out- 
side should  be  permitted,  and,  indeed,  invited,  to  contribute  its  knowl- 
edge and  ingenuity  for  the  promotion  of  our  success  in  naval  affairs. 

By  this  means  many  new  improvements  will  come  in  which  might  not 
occur  to  officers  of  the  Navy.  Ericsson  was  not  in  the  Navy  when  he 
conceived  and  designed  the  Monitor,  and  yet  his  genius  saved  the  coun- 
try from  humiliation  and  utter  disaster,  perhaps  from  destruction^  and 
revolutionized  naval  warfare. 

We  think  the  bureau  system  valuable  and  important,  and  while  we 
might  think  it  wise  in  some  respects  to  limit  and  control  it,  we  would 
by  no  means  cripple  or  destroy  it ;  nor  would  we  deprive  the  bureau 
officers  of  their  authority  or  their  honors.  It  should  be  their  pride 
cheerfully  and  promptly  to  execute  the  will  of  their  superior  after  be 
has  come  to  an  intelligent  judgment,  aided  not  only  by  all  the  light 
which  they  can  give  him,  but  by  that  derived  from  all  other  sources. 

In  this  way  they  will  best  serve  their  country  and  promote  their  owa 
honor  and  dignity. 
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2.  We  find  that  many  of  the  ships  in  the  Navy  are  of  the  old  and  anti- 
qnated  tyi)e,  and  cannot  with  any  amoant  of  expenditure  be  made  equal 
to  the  more  modern  vessels,  and  we  therefore  thinly  it  wasteful,  extrava- 
gant^and  useless  to  spend  large  sums  of  money  in  maintaining  them, 
and  that  the  true  policy  is  to  saifer  them  to  do  dnty,  with  the  smallest 
amoant  of  expenditure  for  repairs,  so  long  as  they  can  be  of  substantial 
use,  and,  when  they  have  passed  that  period,  promptly,  and  with  no 
waste  of  money  on  their  care  and  preservation,  to  sell  them,  and  make 
use  of  their  proceeds  in  bnilding  new  and  improved  ones  or  in  keeping 
in  repair  such  old  ones  as  may  be  still  useful. 

3.  While  this  system  of  rigid  economy  with  reference  to  the  old  Navy 
is  being  observed,  we  think  Congress  should  make  annually  liberal 
appropriations,  to  be  applied  only  to  building  new  vessels,  or  to  finish- 
ing such  vessels  now  in  the  process  of  construction  or  reconstruction  as 
will,  when  finished,  be  a  valuable  addition  to  the  Navy.  We  would  not 
advise  the  expenditure  of  a  single  dollar  more  on  a  vessel  now  unfin- 
ishedy  no  matter  how  nearly  the  same  may  be  completed,  which  would 
be.  when  afloat,  of  doubtful  value. 

8nch  vessels  should  be  got  rid  of  at  the  best  price  possible,  no  matter 
how  great  the  loss.    We  want  a  yavy,  not  merely  ships. 

4.  We  find  also  many  vessels  which  are  utterly  worthless  for  any  pur- 
pose, and  which  have  no  value  except  for  the  metal  and  old  material 
and  machinery  which  they  contain,  less  the  cost  of  removing  it. 

But  every  one  of  these  vessels  has  to  be  guarded  and  watched  year  in 
and  year  out,  and  at  considerable  expenditure,  and  we  think  that  sound 
financial  policy  demands  that  they  be  sold  or  broken  up  at  once,  and  we 
believe  that  the  sale  is  preferable  of  the  two,  for  the  experienoe  of  the 
department,  we  think,  proves  that  the  government  realizes  very  little 
net  results  from  breaking  up  vessels  of  war.  The  labor  expended  costs 
more  than  the  old  material  saved  is  worth  to  the  government. 

There  is  also  a  vast  quantity  of  old  and  useless  material  now  on  hand 
in  the  several  bureaus  of  the  Navy  Department  which  is  costly  to  keep, 
bonse,  and  take  care  of,  and  which  will  never  be  used  in  the  construc- 
tion or  repair  of  vessels,  and  we  think  the  same  should  be  sold  and  dis- 
posed of  at  the  earliest  moment. 

5.  Ordinarily  we  should  approve  of  the  present  system  of  turning  into 
general  Treasury  the  proceeds  of  all  sales  of  old  ships  and  materials, 

and  making  specific  appropriations  for  the  use  of  the  Navy.  But  to  keep 
the  old  Navy  afloat  and  build  up  a  new  one  will  require  more  than  can 
be  spared  from  the  money  raised  by  taxation,  and  it  will  be  found  diffi- 
cult perhaps  to  induce  Congress  to  give  to  the  Navy  all  which  its  neces- 
sities demand.  We  believe  that  no  harm  can  come  and  much  benefit 
may  arise  from  permitting  the  Secretary  to  use  the  money  thus  coming 
from  the  old  Navy  for  repairs  or  in  bnilding  up  a  new  one. 

6.  The  committee  t)elieve  that  great  waste  and  loss  has  come  from 
tbe  habit  of  substantially  rebuilding,  und)Br  the  name  of  repairs,  old  ves- 
sels at  a  very  large  and  disproportionate  expense,  and  that  it  is  better 
38  a  rule  to  expend  the  money  on  new  vessels  which,  when  done,  will 
be  dp  to  the  times,  and  that  no  vessel  should  be  repaired  at  all  if  the 
etpense  Is  40  per  centum  of  the  cost  of  a  new  one. 

Since  the  foregoing  was  written  it  has  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
committee  that  the  Benicia,  being  repaired  at  Mare  Island,  Oalifomiai 
at  an  estimated  cost,  in  the  construction  department  alone,  of  $56,575^ 
after  an  expenditure  upon  her  of  $42,955,  has  been  found  to  be  rotten 
and  worthless.  It  now  appears  that  to  finish  that  vessel  and  make  her 
of  any  future  value  will  require  an  expenditure  of  from  $300,000  to 
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$500,000,  and  it  has  been,  as  we  think,  wisely  determined  that  she 
should  be  sold.  The  correspondence  relating  to  the  Benicia  is  hereto 
annexed. 

This  is  but  another  illustration  of  the  importance  of  thorough  exam- 
ination before  commencing  the  expenditure  of  money  in  way  of  repair. 
We  fear  that  the  bureau  system  is  not  calculated  to  prevent  the  repeti- 
tion of  such  careless  and  wasteful  expenditure  which  is  here  shown  to 
have  been  made. 

Other  considerations  have  influenced  your  committee  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  the  bill  herewith  reported,  but  as  they  are  manifest  upon  the 
^reading  of  the  bill  they  need  not  here  be  separately  stated. 


Navv  Department, 
Bureau  of  Constructiok  asd  Repair, 

Apnl  17, 1878. 

Sir  :  lu  answer  to  the  ioformation  asked  for  by  the  Hon.  W.  C.  Whitthome,  relative 
to  the  Benicia,  at  Mare  Island,  in  his  letter  of  the  15th  instant,  I  have  respeotfdUy  to 
atate: 

The  report  of  survey  on  that  ship  in  January,  1876,  estimated  that  $56,575  would  be 
required  to  fit  her  for  service  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  this  bureau. 

In  June,  1877,  the  commandant  of  the  Mare  Island  navy-yard  was  instructed  to 
have  her  taken  in  hand  for  repairs  during  the  next  fiscal  year.  These  repairs  were  to 
be  proceeded  with  graduallv,  as  the  appropriation  for  that  fiscal  year  would  allow 
only  a  limited  amount  monthly  for  such  purposes. 

March  7, 1878,  the  commandant  of  that  yard  forwarded  a  report  of  survey  (copy 
herewith),  showing  that  the  vessel  is  unfit  for  repairs,  and  recommends  her  sale. 

In  consequence  of  this  report,  all  work  of  repairing  was  stopped,  as  per  letter  of  the 
4th  Instant  (copy  inclosed). 

The  amount  expended  on  repairs  of  this  ship,  from  July,  1877,  to  March,  1878,  was 
$42,955,  as  follows:  $29,803  for  labor,  and  $13,152  for  materials. 

Mr.  Whitthome's  letter  is  herewith  returned. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  EA8BY, 

Naval  Ckmstruoior. 

Hon.  R.  W.  Thompson, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Constructiox  and  Repair, 

ApHl  4, 1878. 

Sir  :  The  report  of  the  survev  on  the  hull  of  the  Benicia,  forwarded  with  your  let- 
ter of  the  7th  instant  (No.  34),  has  been  received. 

You  will  please  direct  the  removal  of  such  articles  as  may  be  necessary,  that  she  be 
planked  up  sufficiently  to  float,  and  taken  off  the  dock. 
Very  respectfully, 

R.  W.  THOMPSON, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy f  for  Conetrnction  afi^  Bepair. 
Commodore  E.  R.  Colhoun,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  Navy-Yard^  Mare  Island,  CaHfomia, 


•No.  34.]  Commandant's  Office,  Navy- Yard, 

Mare  lelandf  California,  March  7, 1878. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  the  bureau's  telegraphic  order  of  the  4th  instant.  I  have 

the  honor  to  forward  herewith  a  report  of  survey  on  the  hull  of  the  United  States 

steamer  Benicia,  now  on  the  sectional  dock  at  this  navy-yard,  showinfi^  that  the  vessel  is 

unfit  for  repairs,  and  recommending  that  she  be  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  sovemment, 

.  dated  March  6, 1878. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWD.  R.  COLHOUN, 

CommandanL 
To  the  Chief  op  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

Waehington,  D,  C. 
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Commandant's  Office,  Navy-Yard, 
Mare  Island j  Calif omia^  March  5, 1878. 

Gentlemen  :  Yoa  will  hold  a  strict  and  careful  sarvey  on  the  hall  of  the  United 
States  Bteamer  Benicia,  and  report  to  me  in  triplioatei  without  delay,  the  extent  of 
decay  of  her  frame  timbers  and  ceiling,  including  in  your  report  yonr  recommendation 
as  to  her  disposition.    If  to  be  repaired,  the  estimated  time  and  cost  to  do  the  work. 
Please  mase  your  report  as  much  in  detail  as  practicable. 
Very  respeotfully,  &^c., 

EDWD.  R.  COLHOUN, 

Commandant 
Capt.  P.  C.  Johnson,  U.  S.  N. 
Commander  Charles  S.  McDouoal,  U.  S.  N. 
Commander  Louis  Kemfff,  U.  S.  N. 
Naval  Constructor  George  W.  Much,  U.  S.  N. 
Assistant  Naval  Constructor  George  F.  Mallbtt,  U.  S.  N. 


Navy-Yard,  Mare  Island, 

March  6,  1878. 

Commodore  :  In  obedience  to  the  accompanying  order,  we  have  held  a  strict  and 
careful  survey  on  the  hull  of  the  United  States  steamer  Benicia,  and  report  as  follows : 
This  vessel  has  white-oak  frames,  with  live-oak  toppings.  The  forward  and  after 
«ant8  and  frame  timbers  between  them,  from  about  three  feet  below  light  water  line 
to  the  rail,  are  of  live  oak  and  sound.  All  the  other  frame  timbers  are  of  white  oak, 
And  are  more  or  less  rotten  or  defective,  except,  probably,  a  few  floor  timbers  and  first 
fottocks  abreast  the  machinery. 

The  conditon  of  the  whlteoak  frame  timbers  was  exposed  by  the  removal  of  the 
outside  planking  after  the  vessel  was  placed  on  the  dock. 

The  ceiling  and  bllge-strakes,  passing  under  the  floor  and  sides  of  the  magazines, 
bread-rooms,  sail-rooms,  &c.,  are  ver;^  much  decayed ;  In  fact,  completely  rotten. 

The  repairs  to  the  lead  ana  zinc  lining  of  these  rooms  exposed  the  defects  of  the  ceil- 
bg  and  of  the  frame  timbers  in  these  localities. 

AU  other  parts  of  the  ceiling,  not  sheathed  or  covered  by  metal  lining,  show  but  lit- 
tle, If  any,  Indications  of  decay. 

To  repair  the  Benicia  will  necessitate  replanklng  that  part  which  Is  now  open,  taking 
ber  off  the  dock,  removing  her  boilers  and  machinery,  reaocklng  her,  removing  the  out- 
side and  Inside  planking  from  her  keel  to  the  live  oak  frame-timbers,  replace  the 
white  oak  frame-timbers  with  live  oak,  replank,  recell,  and  replace  the  machinery  and 
boilers ;  Indeed,  to  build  an  entire  new  bottom  for  top  frames,  which  are  now  ten  years 
old.  If  the  ship  were  upon  a  railway  or  permanent  dock,  to  make  the  necessary  re- 
pun  upon  her,  m  the  construction  department,  we  estimate  that  It  would  cost  $^^,000 
for  labor. 

The  basin  and  railway  are  not  In  a  condition  to  be  used,  and  could  not  be  made 
iTailable  In  several  months,  for  less,  perhaps,  than  $40,000. 

To  remove  the  machinery  and  replace  It,  we  estimate  that  It  would  cost  f  ^,000  and 
foar  months'  time. 

To  do  the  repairs  upon  the  sectional  dock  would  be  not  only  attended  with  greater 
coet  on  the  vessel  and  Injury  to  the  dock,  but  hazardous  and  unsafe  to  both,  and  de- 
priying  the  station  of  the  dock  during  the  time  of  repairs. 

For  the  foregoing  reasons,  we  recommend  that  the  copper,  screw,  rudder,  and  such 
other  compositition  as  may  be  desirable,  be  removed,  that  the  planks  be  replaced 
loaghly,  so  that  she  will  float,  taken  off  the  dock,  and  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  gov- 
ernmeot. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

P.  C.  JOHNSON, 

Captain  U,  8,  N, 
C.  J.  MCDOUGA.L, 

dmmander,  U.  8,  N, 
LOUIS  KEMPFF, 

Commander,  U,  8,  N, 
GEO.  W.  MUCH, 

Naval  Constructor  U,  5.  K, 
GEO.  F.  MALLETT, 
Commodore  E.  R.  Colhoun,  Assistant  Xaval  Constructor  U.  8.  N, 

Commandant  Navy-Yard. 

Commandant's  Office, 
Navy- Yard,  BIare  Island,  Cal., 

March  7,  1878. 
Approved. 

EDWD.  R.  CALHOUN, 

Commandant, 
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SUPPLEMENT. 

Navy  Dspartmekt, 
WMhmgUmy  March  27,  1878. 

Sir  :  Agreeably  to  your  request,  as  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Naval  Affairs  of 
the  Hoase  of  Representatives,  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  opinions  of  the  chiefe  of 
bureaus  in  this  department  upon  the  general  question  of  the  improvement  of  the 
Navy: 

1.  Of  Rear-Admiral  J.  C.  HoweU,  of  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Books. 

2.  Of  Rear- Admiral  Daniel  Ammen,  of  the  Bureau  of  Navigation. 

3.  Of  Commodore  R.  W.  Shufeldt,  of  the  Bureau  of  Equipment  and  Recruiting. 

4.  Of  Commodore  Wm.  N.  Jeffers,  of  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance. 

5.  Of  £ngineer-in-Chief  W.  H.  Shock,  of  the  Bureau  of  Steam  Engineering. 

6.  Of  Naval  Constructor  J.  W.  Easby,  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair. 
At  the  time  I  required  of  these  gentlemen  their  individual  opinions  upon  the  sabject 

referred  to  them,  1  organized  a  board  consisting  of  Rear- Admiral  Ammen,  Commodore 
Shufeldt,  Commodore  Jeffers,  Chief  Engineer  Shook,  and  Naval  Constructor  Easby,  in 
order  also  to  obtain  their  joint  opinion.    I  send  also  the  opinion  of  this  board.  No.  7. 

And  with  the  further  view  of  enabling  the  committee  to  understand  accurately  the 
present  condition  and  efiQciency  of  the  Navy,  I  send  herewith  a  tabular  statement 
showing,  among  other  things,  the  number  and  names  of  such  vessels  as  are  unfit  for 
further  repairs ;  such  as  have  rotted  on  the  stocks,  and  such  as  are  of  a  build  now 
considered  ob8olet«.    See  No.  H, 

These  papers  will,  it  is  supposed,  put  the  committee  in  possession  of  all  the  informa- 
tion they  desire  bearing  upon  the  general  subject  discussed  in  them. 

The  question  whether  or  no  it  is  desirable  for  Congress  to  take  any  steps  at  the  x>res- 
ent  session  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  Navy  is,  in  all  its  aspects,  a  most  import- 
ant one.  Apart  from  an  inquiry  into  the  ability  of  the  government  to  provide  for  ad- 
ditional appropriations  from  the  accruing  revenues,  it  involves  further  inquiries  into 
the  purposes  for  which  a  Navy  is  to  be  employed,  the  best  methods  of  improvement, 
and  the  most  suitable  kind  of  vessels  to  be  built. 

In  my  annual  report  of  November  30, 1877, 1  took  occasion  to  remark  that  if  oar 
commerce  shall  remain  at  its  present  stage  of  development,  and  we  are  content  to 
leave  it  for  transportation  to  foreign  markets  in  foreign  ships,  our  present  Navy  may 
be  considered  sufficient.  But  if  it  is  to  be  so  develop^  in  the  future  as  to  answer  our 
own  wants  and  necessities  as  a  producing  and  commercial  people,  it  manifestly  is  not 
sufficient.  I  then  considered,  as  I  yet  do,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  government  to  see 
that  the  Navy  should  keep  pace  with  our  commerce,  so  that  it  can  afford  to  it  proper 
protection  in  all  the  seas  of  the  world.  Unless  this  is  done,  we  shall  remain  in  a  con- 
dition of  dependence  upon  other  nations,  whose  mercantile  marine  will  enjoy  all  the 
profits  of  our  carrying-trade,  and  draw  to  that  extent  from  the  resources  and  wealth 
of  our  own  people.  It  is  undoubtedly  true  that  our  commerce  is  now  increasing,  and 
we  may  assume  that  it  will  continue  to  increase  in  proportion  to  the  increase  of  oor 
productions.  Therefore,  it  seems  to  me  quite  clear  that  the  best  interests  of  the  conn- 
try  require  that  somethiug  should  be  done,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  to  place 
the  Navy  in  a  condition  to  ffive  it  the  necessary  protection. 

The  consideration  that  the  Navy  should  be  fully  competent  for  our  coast  defense 
cannot  be  overlooked.  We  have  the  following  thirteen  iron-clads  in  a  suitable  con- 
dition for  service  at  sea:  Ajax,  Canonicus,  Comanche,  Catskill,  Jason,  Lehigh,  Maho- 
pac,  Manhattan,  Montank,  Nahant,  Nantucket,  Passaic,  and  Wyandotte.  The  Saugns 
IS  now  undergoing  repairs,  and  will  soon  be  completed.  When  this  is  done  the  num- 
ber will  be  fourteen. 

The  Dictator,  a  single- turreted  monitor,  is  in  need  of  thorough  repairs,  which  cannot 
be  done  without  a  large  expenditure  of  money,  say  half  a  million  of  dollars. 

The  Amphitrite,Miantonomoh,  Puritan,  Monadnock,  and  Terror  are  double-tnrreted 
monitors,  and  in  progress  of  construction.  If  these  shall  be  completed  and  the  Dictator 
repaired,  the  whole  number  of  iron-clad  vessels  will  be  twenty,  which  may  be  con- 
sidered cax>able  of  rendering  effective  service. 

The  following  are  wooden  vessels  designed  for  iron  armor,  to  wit :  Colossus,  Massa- 
chusetts, and  Oregon.  But,  as  you  will  perceive  by  the  accompanying  table,  all  these 
are  so  much  decayed  as  not  to  be  worth  finishing.  The  Roanoke  is  a  wooden  vessel 
already  clad  in  iron  during  the  war,  but,  as  her  hull  is  so  far  rotten  as  to  be  unfit  for 
use,  it  is  supposed  best  to  break  her  up  and  use  all  her  metal  material  for  other  pur- 
poses. 

In  my  opinion,  the  foregoing  twenty  iron-clads  will,  when  all  in  commission,  con* 
stitute  a  sufficiently  effective  naval  force  for  the  defense  of  our  harbors  and  coast, 
aided,  as  they  will  be,  by  such  other  vessels  of  war  as  belong  to  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific 
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squadroos.     It  may  be  obaerved  that  two  of  them,  the  Comanche  and  Monadnook,  are 
now  on  the  Pacific  coast. 

For  parpcaea  of  both  defensive  and  aggressive  warfare  on  the  ocean  we  have  twenty- 
nine  craiaers,  carrying  in  all  two  hundred  and  fifty-two  guns,  varying  from  five  to 
eleven  inches  in  caliber.  The  vessels  now  undergoing  repairs  will,  when  ready,  be 
necessary  to  relieve  some  of  those  now  at  sea,  so  that  the  number  of  cruisers  at  sea 
will  coDtinne  about  the  same.  In  other  words,  the  eifective  cruising  force  may  be  set 
down  at  twenty-nine  vessels. 

When  we  contrast  this  with  the  condition  of  the  other  navies  of  the  world,  it  will  be 
seen  at  a  glance  that  whatever  may  be  our  capacity  for  defensive,  we  are  not  well  pre- 
pared for  aggressive  naval  warfar<».  And  if  the  policy  of  preparing  for  possible  war  in 
time  of  peace  is  wise,  the  line  of  dntv  is  distinctly  marked  out. 

It  seems  clear  to  me,  considering  the  recent  developments  by  the  Russian  and  Turk- 
iish  navies  in  the  Black  Sea,  that  we  should  without  delay  carry  our  torpedo  exper- 
ments  to  a  higher  degree  of  perfection  than  they  have  yet  reached,  and  that  it  is 
altogether  practicable  to  do  so.  The  admiralty  of  Eoglana  ackoowledge  their  indebt- 
edness to  US  for  valuable  improvements  which  they  have  derived  fh)m  the  experiments 
we  have  thus  far  made,  and  it  is  not  claiming  too  much  to  say  that  for  the  change  in  the 
system  of  naval  warfare  brought  about  by  the  use  of  torpedoes  we  are  entitled  to  a 
larger  portion  of  credit  than  any  other  nation.  While,  of  course,  we  shall  ei^oy  the  ad- 
vantages of  this  system  to  the  extent  of  the  valuable  improvements  we  have  already 
made,  it  is  confidently  believed  that  what  we  are  now  doing  will,  if  proper  aid  is  given, 
lead  to  other  and  more  valuable  results.  Already  we  are  in  as  good  condition  as  any  other 
nation  for  torpedo  defence  in  all  our  harbors,  and  there  is  no  reason  why  we  cannot 
sreatly  improve  this  jarm  of  naval  service,  so  as  to  make  it  equally  effective  for  attack. 
By  the  methods  thus  far  perfected,  and  others  now  in  progress,  this  result  may  be 
considered  as  assured,  if  suitable  appropriations  are  made  therefor. 

I  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the  special  report  of  Rear 

Admiral  Ammen,  wherein  he  expresses  the  opinion  that  it  is  advisable  to  construct  an 

experimental  marine  ram.    In  this  opinion  I  concur,  and,  in  addition  to  what  be  has 

ttid,  desire  to  add  that  such  vessel  would  necessarily  be  a  great  augmentation  of  the 

tggieBeive  force  of  the  Navy.    It  is  believed  that  a  ram,  constructed  upon  a  proper  plan, 

would  be  able  to  run  down  and  sink  the  largest  ships  in  the  world,  if  employed  for  that 

purpose  at  the  proper  time.    Such  a  time  occurs  in  almost  every  naval  battle,  and  may 

be  readily  taken  advantage  of  by  skillful  commanders.    Even  under  the  old  method  of 

naval  Warfare,  before  the  introduction  of  steam  into  men-of-war,  weak  ships  were  con- 

stsntly  exposed  to  the  hazard  of  being  destroyed  by  strong  ones.    But  while  as  now  this 

exposure  is  not  so  great  as  heretofore,  there  is  no  reason  why  the  same  results  may 

not  be  achieved  by  the  additional  power  of  attack  secured  by  steam.    The  conclusion, 

therefore,  seems  justified,  that  the  steam  ram  will  add  very  greatly  to  the  effectiveness 

of  the  navies  of  the  world.    Together  with  the  torpedo,  they  will  become  almost 

irresistible. 

The  opinions  now  prevailing  in  Europe  upon  this  subject  are  worthy  of  connideration. 
It  is  announced  by  telegraph  that  the  English  Qovernment  is  constructing  at  this  time 
a  large  number  of  torpedo  vessels,  for  which  purpose  all  the  shipbuilders  on  the  Thames 
liiTe  been  engaged.  A  contract  has  also  been  made  for  eight  thousaud  torpedo  sinkers 
of  the  average  weight  of  eleven  hundred  pounds. 

And  Russia  is  not  behind  England.  She  is  now  building  one  hundred  torpedo-boats 
after  the  English  model.  And  although  it  is  true  that  these  extraordinary  preparations 
look  forward  to  possible  war  between  these  great  powers,  their  example  is  useful  to  us, 
in  that  it  shows  the  extent  to  which  they  have  carried  the  improved  system  of  naval 
warfare,  and  demonstrates  the  necessity  on  the  part  of  other  nations  of  availing  them- 
wlfes  of  like  improvements.  Of  the  fact  that  the  naval  battles  of  the  future  will  be 
ID  many  important  respects  different  from  those  of  the  past  we  may  be  well  assured. 
They  will,  in  a  great  measure,  depend  upon  the  speed  of  vessels  and  their  consequent 
capacity  to  escape  from  the  attack  of  torpedoes  and  rams.  Those  having  the  highest 
ipeed  will  the  more  easily  keep  out  of  the  way  of  an  adversary ;  and  as  a  common 
sense  of  danger  will  necessitate  the  practice  of  this  precaution  on  the  part  of  contend- 
iog  fleets,  they  will  have  to  rely  mainly  upon  the  capacity  and  range  of  their  guns, 
and  the  certainty  of  their  reaching  and  striking  the  vessels  aimed  at.  Fast-sailing 
teasels  are  far  less  apt  to  be  struck  than  slow,  and  in  view  of  this  and  the  further  fact 
that  modem  ordnance  is  far  more  effective  than  that  hitherto  in  use — that  it  is  improved 
both  in  power  and  range — the  maritime  nations  are  well  agreed  as  to  the  necessity  of 
lecQriog  as  much  speed  to  their  ships  of  war  as  possible.  And  as  this  can  be  secured 
only  when  they  are  well  designed  and  constructed,  there  is  no  reason  for  believing  that 
we  may  not  in  this  respect  equal  all  other  nations,  inasmuch  as  we  are  not  behtud  any 
of  them  in  the  kind  of  talent  and  genius  so  necessarv  to  naval  construction. 

The  construction  of  large  vessels  like  the  heavy  urigates  would,  it  seems  to  me,  He 
impolitic.  They  can  be  made  to  carry  more  guns  and  more  men,  but  their  cost  is  far 
greater,  in  proportion,  than  their  usefulness.  Smaller  vessels,  with  fewer  guns  and 
men,  and  with  greater  speed,  are  far  more  effective  in  battle.    An  admiral  upon  Y\\« 

H.  Bep.  662 3 
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flag-ship,  sarronnded  by  a  few  fast-steaming  vesselsi  with  a  torpedo-boat  and  a  ram 
in  reserve,  could  move  against  an  enemy  as  effectively  as  the  general  of  an  army  at 
the  head  of  a  division.  What  any  detached  portion  of  his  force  would  be  to  the  latter 
each  vessel  would  be  to  the  former.  It  conld  attack  or  retreat  aocordiug  to  circum- 
stances. Its  guns  could  be  brought  to  bear  upon  any  part  of  the  enemy's  veflsels,  and 
even  difference  of  numbers  would  be  made  up  by  the  advantages  of  speed.  A  fleet  of 
this  description  would  in  a  short  time  be  able  to  bring  a  navi3  battle  to  such  a  point 
as  to  make  its  result  depend  upon  the  reserved  torpedo  and  ram,  which,  either  alone 
or  combined,  as  necessity  should  dictate,  would  almost  invariably  secure  the  victory. 

But  the  practical  question  to  be  considered  is,  how  far  is  it  prudent  for  the  United 
States  to  go  at  this  time  in  adding  to  the  effectiveness  of  our  Navy  f  And  this  leads  to 
two  other  questions :  first,  will  the  condition  of  the  Treasury  justify  additional  expend- 
iture f  and,  second,  can  great-er  economy  in  the  construction  of  vessels  and  the  manage- 
ment of  naval  affairs  be  introduced  f 

These  questions  bear  sach  intimate  relations  to  each  other,  that  they  may  be  dis- 
cussed as  one,  inasmuch  as  whatever  is  saved  by  economy  is  to  that  extent  a  saviug 
to  the  revenues  of  the  ||^overnment. 

Some  of  our  vessels,  m  my  opinion,  have  cost  more  than  they  ought  to  have  done. 
It  would  be  difficult  now  to  discover  to  whose  fault  this  should  be  attributed,  if  it 
was  the  result  of  fault.  Rather  than  to  assume  this,  it  would,  perhaps,  be  more  prop«rr 
t4)  say  that  it  has  been  produced  by  a  combination  of  unavoidable  cironmstanoeB. 
However  this  may  be,  if  the  fact  is  as  I  have  sapposed,  it  creates  a  necessity  for  guard- 
ing against  like  consequences  in  the  future.  In  order  to  do  this,  I  have  given  a  good 
deal  of  consideration  to  the  best  methods  of  concentrating  labor  and  machinery  at  the 
several  navy-yards,  so  that,  instead  of  leaving  to  each  bureau  of  the  department  the 
means  of  constructing  for  itself  such  articles  as  its  own  branofa  of  business  may  require, 
and  thus  giving  to  it  a  sort  of  independence,  all  of  each  specific  kind  in  use  in  the  Navy 
may  be  constructed  with  the  same  machinery  and  transported  to  the  points  where 
needed.  For  example,  all  the  copper  now  used  for  the  bottoms  of  veesels  is  rolled  at 
the  Washington  Navy  Yard,  and  all  the  chains  are  made  there.  These  are  carried 
without  difficulty  to  other  yards.  The  advantages  of  this  are  readily  seen  in  the  fact 
that  those  who  have  the  management  of  the  machinery  by  which  these  things  are  pro- 
duced have  every  possible  opportunity  not  only  of  making  the  same  tests,  but  of  intro- 
ducing the  best  improvements ;  whereas,  if  the  work  shall  be  carried  on  simaltaneoasly 
at  difi^rent  yards,  these  advantages  would  not  be  so  likely  to  be  secured,  because  of 
the  diversified  views  and  methods  which  mi^ht  prevail  at  each  yard.  By  the  applica- 
tion of  this  system  to  such  service  as  is  required  by  all  the  bureaus,  it  is  believed  that 
the  cost  of  construction  will  be  greatly  diminished.  And  if  to  this  be  added  the  con- 
sequent reduction  of  the  expenditure  on  account  of  the  civil  establishments  of  the 
several  yards,  there  seems  just  reason  for  believing  that  the  cost  of  our  ships  may  be 
considerably  reduced. 

One  element  of  calculation  in  considering  the  question  of  economy  is  the  repairs  of 
vessels,  which  at  present  almost  invariably  exceed  the  estimated  oost.  This  aiises,  in 
many  cases,  unavoidably,  out  of  the  fact  that  the  decayed  parts  of  vessels  are  not  all 
exposed  to  view  until  the  outside  planking  is  stripped  off.  But  from  whatever  oaase 
it  arises,  it  may  be  frequently  attended  with  this  difficulty:  that  if  the  whole  extent 
of  the  decay  could  be  foreseen,  it  might  demonstrate  that  the  vessel  was  not  worth  re- 
pairing; whereas  when  the  repairs  have  been  made  so  far  as  to  demonstrate  this  fie^t, 
the  expenditure  on  that  account  would  be  an  entire  loss  if  the  vessel  were  then  aban- 
doned. She  might  be  sold,  but  it  is  not  likely  that  the  cost  of  repairs  would  be  repaid 
thereby;  and  if  it  were,  the  money  would,  under  the  law,  be  covered  into  the  Treas- 
ury, and  to  that  extent  the  means  of  the  department  be  diminished.  This  latter  diffi- 
culty would  be  avoided  if  power  were  given  to  apply  the  money  arising  from  saoh 
sales  to  the  building  of  new  ships  and  repairing  others  worthy  of  it. 

By  the  examination  of  the  inclosed  list  and  condition  of  the  vessels  named  therein, 
the  committee  will  see  that,  of  the  present  number,  there  are  some  that  cannot  be 
profitably  repaired.  Wise  policy  would  dictate  that  a  portion  of  these  should  be  sold, 
while  others  of  them  might  be  broken  up  and  the  metal  they  contain  used  in  construc- 
tion and  repair.  By  the  adoption  of  this  method  the  Navy  might  be  materially  im- 
proved by  judiciously  using  the  proceeds  of  these  sales,  provided  Congress  shall  deem 
It  expedient  to  authorize  the  application  of  the  money  for  that  purpose.  If  this  is 
done,  it  will  greatly  diminish  future  direct  appropriations  from  the  Treasury. 

I  desire  to  assure  the  committee  that  it  will  afibrd  me  great  pleasure  to  execute 
whatsoever  methods  of  economy  Congress  may  deem  it  necessary  to  prescribe,  and  to 
employ  to  that  end  whatsoever  discretionary  powers  are  confided  to  me  by  law. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  W.  THOMPSON, 
Secretary  of  the  A«rjf. 

Hon.  W.  C.  Whitthorne, 

Chairman  Committee  on  Xaval  Affairs^  House  of  Representatives, 
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No.  1. 

Bureau  of  Yabds  and  Docks,  Navy  Department/ 

fFaahington,  D,  C,  18    . 

8iR :  Iq  answer  to  yoar  verbal  query  as  to  the  best  and  moat  eeonomical  method  of 
gndaally  increasing  the  Navy  of  the  United  States  bv  an  expenditure  of,  say,  three 
millions  per  annnm,  in  addition  to  the  nsaal  appropriations  for  repairs,  &o.,  I  have  the 
honor  to  state  that,  although  we  cannot  hope  to  rival  England,  France,  Germany, 
Bnwia,  Tarkey,  or  Italy  in  naval  power,  yet  it  seems  to  me  we  should  at  least  be  in  a 
position  to  meet  Spain  or  some  of  the  lesser  powers  upon  eaual  terms  at  sea. 

It  has  been  but  a  few  years  since  Spain  sent  a  powerful  iron-clad  squadron  to  the 
weit  coast  of  Soath  America,  and  bombarded  Valparaiso  and  Callao.  Since  that  time 
Chili  and  Pern  have  added  iron-clad  cmisers  to  their  formerly  feeble  naval  forces. 
China  and  Japan  have  also  cruising  iron-plated  men-of-war,  and  in  case  of  a  difficulty 
with  any  one  of  the  countries  named  our  squadrons,  as  at  present  constituted,  might 
be  driven  from  their  coasts  or  sunk — I  will  not  say  captured. 

In  order  to  place  the  United  States  Navy  upon  something  approaching  an  equalitv 
with  some  of  the  weaker  naval  powers,  at  least  three  (3)  cruising  iron-clads  are  much 
Deeded,  two  (2)  to  be  kept  upon  tne  Atlantic  seaboard,  and  one  at  San  Francisco.  The 
description  of  iron-clad  to  be  built  should  be  carefully  considered  by  a  board  of  experts, 
bat  I  woold  recommend  that  no  mere  experiment  be  tiied.  Personally  I  incline  to  the 
type  of  armor-belted  vessel  represented  by  the  English  ships  Nelson  and  Northampton. 
(See  King's  report,  part  7,  page  79.) 

Before  asking  Congress  for  money  to  complete  the  double-turreted  monitors  now 
beiog  reboilt  or  repaired,  I  respectfully  suggest  that  a  board  of  experts  from  civil  life, 
with  Mr.  John  Ericsflon  at  their  head,  be  requested  to  survey  the  vessels,  to  give  their 
opiniona  as  to  the  propriety  of  completing  them,  and  to  make  suggestions  as  to  the 
placing  of  the  turrets,  and  as  to  the  policy  of  doing  away  with  the  revolving  turrets  and 
sabatituting  low,  stationary,  uncovered  turrets,  with  guns  en  barbette.  For  myself,  I 
prefer  the  last-mentioned  method. 

The  services  of  these  gentlemen  would  cost  much  money,  doubtless,  but  the  govern- 
ment would  be  amply  repaid  by  gaining  the  advice  and  unprejudiced  opinion  of  the 
bttt  talent  in  America. 

I  think  not  even  the  most  enthusiastic  admirer  of  the  Monitors  now  claims  that  they 
are  fit  vessels  to  keep  the  sea  or  to  engage  in  a  sea-fight  in  a  sea-way.  As  iron-clads  for 
harbor  defense,  they  could  not  be  excelled  at  the  time  they  were  invented  by  Mr. 
Ericsson,  but  with  their  present  plating,  against  the  great  guns  of  to-day,  their  turrets 
IS  a  means  of  protection  to  their  crews  are  a  **  delusion  and  a  snare.^ 

The  next  type  of  vessel  we  need  is  a  very  fast  iron  or  composite  spar-deck  cruiser, 
of  about  twenty-five  hundred  tons  (2,500),  drawing  at  least  21  feet  of  water  exclusive 
of  keel,  and  carrying  few,  but  heavy,  rifled  guns ;  of  these  guns,  except  a  few  converted 
8-iDch  rifles,  powerless  against  the  heavily-armored  vessels  of  the  great  naval  nations, 
1  r^ret  to  say  we  have  none ;  and  I  refer  you,  upon  this  subject,  to  the  report  of  Com- 
modore Jeffers,  our  expert  in  ordnance.  Of  course  these  vessels,  if  built  of  iron,  should 
be  sheathed  in  wood  and  coppered.  The  large  quantity  of  straight,  and  therefore 
eomparatively  useless,  live-oak  timber  we  have  on  band  might  be  sawn  up  for  sheath- 
ing, and  thus  utilized.  The  estimated  cost  of  one  of  these  vessels,  ready  for  sea,  is 
11,200,000. 

The  next  type  of  vessel,  considering  the  immediate  wants  of  the  service,  shonld  be 
A  fut  and  impregnable  ram,  built  upon  the  principle  so  ably  advocated  by  Rear- 
Admiral  Am  men. 

The  next  class  should  be  commerce-destroyers,  of  which  the  Marion,  of  910  tons,  may 
be  taken  as  the  type.  And  in  order  to  make  use  of  the  live-oak  now  on  hand,  these 
venels  might  be  built  of  wood. 

Then  might  follow  gun  and  torpedo  boats,  and  with  these,  experiments  might  and 
•hoald  be  tried  until  we  can  arrive  at  sometbing  satisfactory. 

By  building  vessels  singly  at  first,  and  not  in  numbers,  all  upon  the  same  model  and 
with  the  same  type  of  engines  and  boilers,  so  that  an  error  of  construction  in  one  is 
rspToduced,  in  all,  much  better  results  should  be  attained,  as  the  error  of  construction  in 
ball  or  machinery  can  be  corrected  in  the  succeeding  vessels. 

I  doubt  very  much  whether  it  would  be  advantageous  to  repair  any  of  our  old  ves- 
•ds  whose  cost  of  repair  would  be  more  than  one-halfof  the  original  expense  of  construc-- 

UOD. 

A  list  of  vessels  of  the  Navy,  with  their  condition  and  a  recommendation  as  to  what 
ibouiu  be  done  with  them,  will  be  fnruished  by  Mr.  Easby. 

I  reepectfnllv  suggest  that  Congress  be  asked  to  pass  a  bill  authorizing  the  sale  by 
aoetion,  alter  due  advertisement,  of  the  worthless  vessels  of  the  Navy,  which  are  not 
only  of  no  use  to  the  country,  but  which  entail  a  large  expense  for  their  care,  and  also 
Xnuiting  authority  to  have  the  money  accruing  from  the  sale  deposited  in  the  Treasury 
to  the  credit  of  the  Navy  Department,  to  be  used  for  keeping  in  repair  the  few  United 
States  vessels  of  war  which  will  be  left. 
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Scheme  of  construcHan,  1878-1879. 

• 

If  possible,  commence  three  iron-olads ;  estimated  cost,  (7,000,000. 

Finish  such  monitors  as  may  be  favorably  reported  npon.  If  all  are  finished,  the  es- 
timated cost  is  $2,600,000.    This,  I  think,  should  be  a  separate  appropriation. 

Should  Congress  allow  three  million  per  year  for  a  gradual  inoreaae  of  the  Navy,  1 
think  the  first  three  million  might  be  expended  in  this  wise : 

.1.  Launch  and  complete  the  New  York  (on  the  stocks  at  New  York  navy- 
yard),  2,490  tons;  estimated  cost $850,000 

2.  Commence,  and  possibly  finish,  an  iron-clad  ram  of  2,000  tons,  of  not  less 

than  16  knots  speed 500,  OCO 

3.  Build  1  spar-deck  ship,  iron,  sheathed  with  wood,  2,500  tons,  drawing  not 

less  than  21  feet  of  water,  15  knots  speed,  straight  stem  and  ram 1,200,000 

4.  Finish  Mohican,  now  rebuilding 450,000 

3. 000, 000 

And  I  respectfully  suggest  that,  with  the  mapping  out  of  what  might  be  done  in  the 
first  year,  the  scheme  of  construction  should  stop  for  the  present,  because  the  type  of 
vessel  needed  for  service  is  constantly  changing ;  new  discoveries  in  raotiye-power  are 
probably  upon  the  eve  of  being  made ;  new  inventions  are  of  almost  daily  ooourreoce, 
and  we  should  have  the  advantage  of  them  all.  At  the  oommenoement  of  A.  D.  1879, 
let  the  scheme  of  construction  be  made  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  so  on,  as  long  as  Con- 
gress, in  its  wisdom,  will  furnish  the  means  to  build  up  our  Navy,  now  so  greatly  de- 
teriorated and  so  fast  falling  into  decay. 

A  scheme  of  oonstmction  elaborated  by  Commander  R.  W.  Meade,  one  of  the  most 
intelligent  officers  in  the  service,  and  also  a  paoer  by  Rear-Adrairal  Jenkins,  whose 
reputation  is  well  known  to  you,  are  transmitted  herewith.  I  beg  to  say  that  these 
papers  were  not  written  for  any  other  eye  than  mine,  and  that  they  are  forwarded  for 
your  information  solely. 

The  pressing  need  of  the  Navy  at  present  is  central  vessels  or  fiag-ships  for  squad- 
rons. 

The  steam-sloop  MonongahelSy  of  960  tons,  is  fiag-ship  of  the  Asiatic  squadron. 

The  Benicia  and  Alaska,  steam  sloops  of  1,122  tons,  will  be  the  central  vessels  or 
flag-ships  of  the  North  and  South  Pacific  squadrons,  respectively. 

The  Powhatan,  an  old-fashioned  side-wheel  steamer,  is  central  vessel  of  the  Nortb 
Atlantic  squadron. 

The  Hartford,  an  historic  ship  central  vessel  of  the  South  Atlantic  Squadron  (^000). 

The  Trenton,  a  new  and  formidable  vessel  of  2,300  tons,  is  the  only  respectable  cen- 
tral Teasel  afloat. 

We  have  not  a  single  frigate  attached  to  a  squadron,  nor  have  we  one  capable  of 
being  sent  to  sea  except  at  large  expense,  and  when  at  sea,  fix>m  lack  of  hoavy  ord- 
nance and  want  of  speed  (9  knots  under  most  favorable  circumstances — four  or  five 
head  to  wind  and  sea),  any  one  of  our  frigates  would  fall  an  easy  prey  to  the  first  iron- 
clad she  might  encounter : 

1.  Because  she  could  not  penetrate  the  armor  of  the  iron-clad. 

2.  Because  she  could  not  ram  or  torpedo  her  (not  having  necessary  speed.) 

3.  Because  the  iron-clad  could  (having  speed)  choose  her  own  distance,  and,  from 
superiority  of  ordnance,  cut  her  to  pieces  at  her  leisure,  or,  if  she  so  preferred,  eoald 
ram  and  sink  her.  It  is  customary  among  all  nations  to  select  the  most  formidable 
and  generally  the  largest  vessel  as  central  or  flag  ship  of  a  squadron.  The  strength 
of  the  navy  of  a  country  is  thus,  to  a  certain  extent,  gauged  by  the  sise  and  power  of 
its  representative  central  ship  upon  a  foreign  station. 

Especially  is  this  true  in  relation  to  the  important  countries,  China  and  Japan. 
Upon  the  Asiatic  station,  a  few  years  ago,  we  had  the  formidable  looking  frigate  Col- 
orado, of  3.032  tons.    Next  came  the  Tennessee,  a  fine  ship,  of  2,135  tons. 

Now  we  nave  sunk  to  a  sloop  of  war  of  960  tons. 

This  gradual  reduction  in  the  size  of  our  central  ship  cannot  fiiil  to  be  injurious  to 
our  interests  in  Asia;  it  leads,  naturally,  to  a  belief  in  the  minds  of  those  observing 
and  astute  people  (the  Chinese  and  Japanese)  that  our  strength  at  sea  is  failing,  and 
unfortunately  they  have  good  grounds  for  the  faith  which  is  in  them. 

Every  one  who  has  any  knowledge  of  the  working  of  the  oriental  mind  knows  how  it 
can  be  impressed  and  repressed  by  a  show  of  force,  and  the  exhibition  of  force  in  nine 
cases  out  of  ten  obviates  the  necessity  of  its  nee. 

England  understands  this  thoroughly,  and  overawes  the  Chinese  with  seventy  vee- 
sels,  ranging  from  an  iron-clad  of  6.000  tons  to  a  steam-launch.  I  respectfully  recom- 
mend that  a  powerful  central  vessel  be  always  kept  in  Chinese  and  Japanese  waters. 
In  conclusion,  I  would  build  no  vessel  of  over  1,000  tons  burden  of  wood — even  the 
smaller  vessels  may  be  more  efficient  if  built  upon  the  composito  principle,  but  the 
larger  ones  will  certainly  be  stronger  if  built  entirely  of  iron. 
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If  a  large  vessel  is  bailt  opon  the  composite  priociple,  it  woald  be  well  to  baye  an 
inner  skiu  of  iron  extendinp^  to  aboat  two  feet  above  load  water-line.  It  shoqjd  be 
onneoeasary  to  say  that  all  icon  cmising-ahlps  shoald  be  loathed  with  wood  and  cop* 
perod. 

Wiihoat  grent  speed,  and  fourteen  knots  should  be  the  minimom,  no  wooden,  nor 
indeed  any  steam- vessel  can  be  considered  saccessfal  as  a  cmising  man-of-war,  and  in 
order  to  obtain  piroper  immersion  for  the  propeller,  to  obtain  room  for  the  engines  and 
IwileiB  necessary  to  produce  this  speed,  a  greater  depth  should  be  given  our  vessels 
of  war,  rendering  it  possible  to  place  the  machinery  below  the  water-line,  and  giving 
the  veaael  greater  stability  at  sea. 

Many  of  oar  present  cruisers,  owing  to  their  defects  of  construction,  roll  so  fright- 
fslly  that  their  usefulness  as  fighting  ships  is  not  only  much  impaired,  but  almost  en- 
Urely  destroyed,  and  in  this  connection  I  beg  to  say  that  in  my  judgment  every  flag- 
ship of  sniBcient  size  shoald  carry,  as  part  of  her  complement,  an  aasistant  naval  con- 
structor, in  order  that  the  gentlemen  may  learn  from  experience  the  manner  in  which 
aome  of  oor  naval  vessels,  constracted  by  men  who  have  never  made  a  cruise,  and  who 
know  nothing  of  the  behavior  of  different  types  of  vessel  in  a  sea-way,  roll,  pitch,  and 
wallow,  even  in  a  moderate  sea. 

An  assistant  constructor  would  also  be  most  useful  in  assisting^,  with  his  Judgment 
and  advice,  commanding  officers  abroad,  when  important  repairs  are  to  be  made  to 
vesMls  of  the  squadron  to  which  he  is  attached. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  no  vessel  should  be  commenced  until  her  model,  draught  of 
water,  type  of  engines,  &c,  had  been  submitted  by  the  chief  naval  constructor  and 
engineer-in-ehief  to  a  board  of  line  officers,  steam-engineers,  and  naval  constructors, 
who  shoald  carefully  consider  all  the  details  and  report  their  finding  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy. 

Very  respectfally,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  HOWELL, 
Chirf  irf  BwtOML, 

Han.  R.  W.  Thompson, 

Secretarjf  of  the  Nary, 


No.  2. 

BuAEAU  OF  Navigation,  Navy  Departmknt, 

Washington^  January  24, 1878. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  yonr  letter  of  the  14th  instant,  I  herewith  transmit  my  opinion 
npon  the  points  presented,  with  snch  remarks  as  seemed  necessary  to  a  clear  under- 
standing of  the  reasons  therefor. 

A  prcMble  annual  expenditure  of  $5,000,000  would  be  necessary  in  repairs  and  con- 
•traction  to  supply  the  waste  from  losses  and  from  decay  of  vessels  such  as  now  form 
ibe  Navy.  In  considering  the  matter,  however,  it  will  be  based  upon  an  annual  ex- 
penditnre  of  $3,000,000  for  oanstrucHon  for  a  series  of  years,  a  sum  sufficient  to  com- 
mence upon  a  basis  sach  as  wiU  meet  the  wants  of  the  country  in  any  contingency 
likely  to  arise,  looking  to  the  genend  maintenance  of  a  force  afloat  of  8,000  men,  and 
the  capacity  of  nearly  double  that  number  of  men  should  all  of  the  vessels  be  placed 
in  commission  and  a  full  complement  of  men  be  allowed  them. 

The  repairs  of  many  of  the  present  vessels  are  expensive  and  unsaUsfiactory  for  rea- 
•ons  that  will  be  given  hereafter,  and  should  be  made  with  a  due  consideration  of  the 
Monomy  of  each  vessel,  and  not  to  a  greater  extent  than  sufficient  to  keep  the  neces- 
■iry  complement  of  men  afloat  and  ready  for  service. 

Tbe^lrsl  element  of  an  efifective  navy  for  us  is  undoubtedly  defensive  strength,  suf- 
ftdent  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  nation  under  whatever  probable  conditions  to  which 
it  may  be  snbiected  :  the  second  element  desired  is  aggressive  force ;  without  it  a  na- 
tion has  small  consideration  on  the  part  of  other  nations  growing  out  of  prudential 
reasons.  Whenever  complications  arise  with  another  nation,  in  general  a  weak  nation 
has  to  sabrait  to  the  pretensions  of  the  power  bettor  provided  with  aggressive  means, 
or  go  to  war  with  the  certainty  of  receiving  much  greiater  injuries  than  she  can  hope 
to  inflict. 

The  past  thirty  years  has  evolved  so  many  changes,  especially  in  defensive  naval 
itrengtb,  that  the  question  is  What  will  be  the  next?  With  armor-plated  gun- 
betfing  ships,  built  at  a  cost  of  $3,500,000,  and  constructions  proposed  by  the  most 
eninent  naval  constructors  of  Great  Britain,  that  would  largely  exceed  this  fabulous 
nm,  what  is  the  probable  future  T  These  constructors  pretend  to  be  able  to  build 
Vissels  that  a  torpedo  will  not  sink ;  admitting  that  as  possible,  what  would  be  their 
hie  if  struck  by  a  dozen  f  What  would  be  their  fate  if,  instead  of  one  ram,  every 
vessel  had  to  contend  with  two  or  three  rams  f 

With  tbe  inability  of  the  present  armor-plated  gun-bearing  vessels  to  resist  torpedoes 
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and  rams,  it  would  seem  fallacions  to  suppose  that  the  expeDditnre  of  $2,000,000  or 
f3,000,000  more  for  each  vessel  wonld  roDder  them  oDsinkable  by  rams  and  torpedoes. 

No  really  formidable  ram  seems  as  yet  to  have  been  boilt;  one  that  ooald  boldly  go 
out  m  the  broad  light  of  day,  and  with  a  snfBciency  of  speed  and  facility  of  maneuver 
to  do  her  work  of  destruction  beyond  peradventnre.  Experimental  construction  in 
this  direction  has  not  been  sufficient  as  compared  with  other  classes  of  vessels,  bearing 
In  mind  the  practical  importance  of  the  subject.  A  proper  and  effective  ram  once 
built  would  sorely  lead  to  the  construction  of  a  fleet  of  them  at  a  comparatively  small 
cost.  They  would  be  capable  of  destroying  a  fleet  of  an  equal  number  of  gun-bearing 
armor-plated  vessels  of  whatever  construction,  always  bearing  in  mind  the  conditions 
of  exposure  to  which  an  attacking  force  is  subject. 

Primarily,  it  seems  then,  we  should,  with  the  least  possible  delay,  build  a  marine  ram 
of  whatever  model  combines  the  greatest  speed,  facility  of  maneuver,  and  comparative 
immunitv  from  injury  from  projectiles  or  ramming.  With  what  has  already  been  de- 
veloped in  movable  torpedoes,  and  what  is  in  process  of  development  as  an  adjunct  of 
rams,  we  would  have  nothing  to  fear  in  relation  to  our  defensive  strength,  but  so  long 
as  we  defer  making  an  attempt  to  construct  what  we  hope  to  rely  upon  in  war,  we 
have  a  great  deal  to  fear  from  the  impossibility  of  constructing  well  what  has  to  be 
constructed  under  a  pressure  for  its  immediate  use. 

Ofiensive  strength  will  be  sufficient  for  us  through  the  full  development  of  marine 
rams  and  of  movable  torpedoes,  and  through  the  construction  of  superior  types  of  ves- 
sels of  the  **  cased  "  and  *'  composite  "  orders. 

Neither  the  marine  rams,  even  when  fully  developed  as  a  distinctive  arm,  nor  mova- 
ble torpedoes,  except  those  fitted  to  be  carried  on  board  of  vessels  of  war,  to  be  used 
in  steam-cutters  or  otherwise,  should  be  sent  to  foreign  stations,  until  their  actual  use 
for  war  purposes  was  imminent. 

The  ''cased"  and '' composite '^  vessels,  especially  those  of  Great  Britain,  should  be 
carefully  considered  in  all  their  details  and  should  be  reproduced  by  as  with  silch 
modifications  as  may  be  supported  by  sufficient  reasons. 

It  may  be  set  down  as  probable  if  not  positive  that  no  really  effective  propeller  can 
be  built  of  wood  only,  as  frames  are  now  put  together,  from  the  fact  of  insufficient 
rigidity;  this  entails  defective  lineage  of  engines,  and,  as  a  consequence,  heating  of 
journals,  the  result  of  lost  forces  through  friction,  and  either  "  slowing  down  '^  or  s 
break  down. 

These  vessels  should  have  the  most  approved  condensing  engines,  but  not  compound, 
and  probably  cylindrical  boilers.  It  should  be  insisted  upon  that  there  should  be  oo 
"  fine  work  "  on  the  enginery,  nor  indeed  on  any  other  part  of  a  vessel  of  war.  It  is 
not  only  expensive,  but  a  certain  number  of  officers  of  all  classes  regard  thia  fine  work 
as  the  measure  of  efficiency  when  in  fact  it  is  the  reverse. 

We  should  regard  our  present  naval  vessels  as  only  the  means  of  keeping  up  a  proper 
school  of  instruction  until  we  can  build  through  a  yearly  expenditure  to  replace  them. 
When  built,  the  ''composite"  vessels  above  alluded  to  would,  in  time  of  peace,  serve 
abroad  as  cruisers,  and  be  in  fact  schools  of  instruction,  and  in  time  of  war  would  be 
employed  in  destroying  the  commerce  of  an  enemy.  They  would,  however,  be  inca- 
pable of  engaging  even  an  inferior  armor-plated  vessel,  which  in  its  turn  would  fall 
an  easy  prey  to  rams  and  torpedoes  whose  cost  of  construction  and  maintenance  would 
be  far  below  even  the  most  insignificant  armor-plated  vessel. 

The  importance  of  these  cruisers  in  time  oi  peace  is  illustrated  yearly  on  some  part 
of  the  globe.  Last  year  it  was  shown  by  the  fortuitous  appearance  of  two  of  oar 
vessels  of  war  at  Tripoli ;  this  year,  by  the  opx>ortuue  arrival  of  the  Adams  at  Panta 
Arenas,  in  the  Straits  of  Magellan. 

A  yearly  expenditure,  fixed  in  advance  for  several  years,  of  construction  and  repair 
seems  to  be  indispensable  to  the  proper  and  economic  maintenance  of  a  navid  force. 
In  no  case  should  an  excess  of  expenditure  be  permitted  during  a  fiscal  year,  and  the 
accounts  of  expenditure  should  be  actual  at  the  different  navy-yards ;  a  deHffn  or  par- 
pose  shown  of  making  them  appear  other  than  as  they  were,  should  be  regarded  as  a 
species  of  fraud  only  second  to  an  actual  embezzlement  of  funds.  It  is  true  that  strik- 
ing an  exact  balance  may  be  impossible;  but  the  inability  to  do  so  does  not  warrant  a 
design  or  intention  of  charging  one  vessel  or  work  for  money  expended  on  another. 

Reducing  the  subject  of  a  proper  commencement  of  a  naval  force  to  its  equivalent 
in  money,  on  a  basis  of  an  annual  appropriation  of  |3,000,000  to  meet  the  waste  from 
losses  and  decay,  I  would  recommend  as  follows: 

For  one  marine  ram $500,000 

For  movable  torpedoes 100,000 

For  one  cased  iron  frigate  of  3,000  to  3,500  tons  displacement 1, 100, 000 

For  two  composite  vessels,  or  cased,  of  from  1,800  to  2,000  tons  displace- 
ment   1,200,000 

For  one  composite  gunboat 120,000 

Total 3,000.000 
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We  have  a  qnautity  of  good  live-oak  frames  and  knees  which  should  be  employed 
in  eonstractioD  of  Teasels  with  some  improyed  method  of  giving  rigidity  to  the  frame 
abait,  on  bridge-bnilding  principles,  looking  to  the  proper  support  of  the  stem  frame, 
which  is  Dot  actually  water-borne.  So  serious  is  the  evil  arising  from  the  want  oi 
rigidity  of  frame  that  it  may  well  be  a  question  whether  we  cannot  better  afford  to 
lose  the  timber  frames  and  knees  than  the  chance  of  failure  in  securing  the  required 
rigidity  to  insure  a  high  and  continued  rate  of  speed  in  our  vessels. 

In  the  <»ustrnction  of  these  cased  and  composite  vessels  the  straight  live-oak  tim- 
ber, of  which  there  is  a  considerable  quantity,  could  be  used  in  planking,  and  with 
the  latter  class  especially,  the  inner  planking  might  be  made  of  Florida  pine,  of  in- 
creased thickness  as  compared  with  oak,  and  the  outer  xilankiog  could  be  of  the  last- 
named  timber.' 

If  veasels  are  built  with  wooden  frames, repairs  are  difficult  to  effect,  expensive,  and 
unsatisfactory.  When  the  frame  is  of  white  oak,  the  life  of  it  is  not  more  than  five 
years,  and  the  cost  of  repairs  usually  greater  than  building  a  new  vessel,  and,  when 
repaired,  three  years  is  the  usual  limit  of  usefulness.  On  the  other  hand,  vessels  with 
iron  franiee  wiU  last  longer,  and  when  rebuilt  or  repaired,  it  will  be  done  at  compara- 
tively small  cost,  and  then  will  be  nearly  as  good  as  new. 

The  present  condition  of  our  vessels  of  war  is  best  known  to  the  chief  naval  con- 
Atmctor.  In  general,  it  is  safe  to  say  that  all  vessels  having  white-oak  frames,  which 
frames  are  found  to  require  extensive  repairs,  will  not  be  worth  repairing  as  a  matter 
of  economy. 

Those  having  live-oak  frames  can  in  general  be  repaired  sufficiently  to  keep  in  serv- 
ice the  complement  of  men  allowed  by  law,  and  should  no  longer  be  repaired,  as  the 
improved  types  of  vessels  can  take  their  place. 

All  vessels  put  up  or  on  the  stocks  with  live-oak  frames  should  be  completed,  giving 
the  moat  serious  consideration  to  giving  additional  rigidity  to  such  parts  of  the  ves- 
sel as  from  change  would  seriously  affect  the  lineage  of  the  enginery.  The  completion 
of  these  vessels  should  rather  be  regarded  as  belonging  to  ''repairs"  of  what  we  have 
than  chargeable  to  a  fund  intended  to  supply  the  waste  of  the  Navy  from  losses  and 
decay.  The  vessels  of  the  monitor  type  have  their  special  uses  within  and  adjacent  to 
our  waters,  and  are  believed  to  be  in  effective  repair. 

As  the  amount  annually  spent  for  *' repairs''  decreased,  through  the  substitution  of 
less  perishable  vessels,  it  could  be  added  to  construction  upon  whatever  class  of  vessel 
was  most  needed. 

We  wonld  then  have  ample  experience  in  improved  constructions  to  build  at  com- 
paratively less  cost  and  increased  efficiency.  In  general  it  would  promote  the  public 
interests  to  boild  the  greater  number  of  vessels  under  contract  to  fulfill  certain  re- 
quirements and  conditions,  with  an  increased  and  sufficient  supervision  in  the  con- 
fttractioD,  while  all  the  repairs  should  be  made  at  the  navy-yards. 

Although  there  are  points  presented  that  do  not  seemingly  come  within  the  inquiries 
made,  they  seemed  to  be  of  prime  importance  to  the  subject  in  full,  and  are  therefore 
presented  for  consideration. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DANL.  AMMEN, 
Rear'Admiral  and  Chief  Bureau  of  Xavigation. 

Hon.  R.  W.  Thompson, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


No.  3. 

Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Equipment  and  Recruiting, 

Washingiony  January  16,  1878. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  inquiries  of  the  department  of  January  14, 1878, 1  have  the  honor 
to  state: 

"What  annual  expenditure  appropriated  for  a  series  of  years  would  be  necessary  for 
traildiog  vessels  to  supply  the  waste  from  losses  and  from  decay  ?" 

Taking  into  consideration  the  naval  policy  of  the  country,  as  indicated  by  Congres- 
lional  l^slation  and  by  the  anuutd  appropriations,  it  may  be  assumed  that  the  effective 
force  afloat  should  consist  of  50  cruising-ships,  viz  : 

Tons. 

8  of  the  Trenton  class,  2,500  tons  and  upward 20,000 

6  of  the  Alaska  class,  1,500  tons  and  under 12,000 

Bof  the  Marion  olasa,  1,000  tons  and  nnder 8,000 

12  of  the  Adams  class,  500  tons  and  upward 6,000 

16  gunboats,  300  tons  and  upward 5,000 

^Kgregate  tonnage 51,000 
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It  will  be  fair  to  estimate  that  if  10  per  oent.  of  the  aggregate  tonnai^e  is  renewed 
annaally  the  craisiDg  foroe  of  the  Navy  can  be  kept  up  to  a  proper  standard  of  effi- 
ciency. 

Five  thousand  tons,  therefore,  will  be  the  annual  amount  of  tonnage  required.  At 
this  present  moment,  so  far  as  the  cruising  force  is  concerned,  the  Navy  is  most  in  need 
of  flag-ships ;  5,000  tons  represent  two  ships  of  the  Trenton  class,  at  a  cost  (rough  esti- 
mate) of  $1,500,000  each  =  $3,000,000. 

"  If  $3,000,000  were  thus  appropriated  for  this  purpose,  how  could  it  be  most  effi- 
ciency applied,  and  upon  what  kind  of  vessels  f  " 

As  the  atfenHve  force  of  the  countij  is,  perhaps,  of  equal  if  not  greater  importance 
than  the  active  cruising  force,  the  $3,000,000,  thus  estimated,  might  be  applied  for  the 
completion  of  the  four  double-tnrreted  monitors  now  in  process  of  construction. 

These  ships,  added  to  the  present  fleet  of  monitors,  would  a£ford  to  oar  most  im- 
portant sea-ports  an  appreciable  defensive  force,  and  should  be  the  limit  of  our  con- 
struction in  tnat  direction,  until  time  and  genius  develop  more  clearly  than  at  present 
the  character  of  ships  required  for  purely  defensive  purposes. 

Or,  the  flrst  two  annual  appropriations  mijf^ht  be  divided  into  equal  parts,  giving 
$1,500,000  toward  the  completion  of  the  monitors,  and  $1,500,000  for  the  construction 
of  one  flag-ship.  Thus  ,in  two  years,  two  flag  ships  would  be  in  process  of  constmctioD, 
and  the  monitors  would  be  completed.  I  am  clearly  of  the  opinion  that  the  sea-going 
foreign  cruising  iron-clad  neither  co  nes  within  the  limits  of  our  probable  means  nor 
is  demanded  by  the  foreign  policv  of  this  country.  We  neither  wish  to  carry  on  an 
aggressive  war,  nor  have  we  colonies  to  defend. 

I  am  also  inclined  to  think  that  there  is  no  urgent  necessity  for  bnilding  *'  torpedo- 
boats.'^  Our  harbors  are  crowded  with  tugs,  which,  it  seems  to  me,  might  at  any 
moment  be  improvised  into  fleets  of  **  torpedo-boats,"  equally  effective  in  attack  with 
this  weapon,  and  if  destroyed  it  would  be  at  a  small  cost  of  property.  The  torpedo- 
boat  is  the  forlorn  hope  of  an  attacking  force,  and  its  destruction  should  represent 
the  least  possible  amount  of  money. 

As  I  consider  the  *'ram''  as  the  most  formidable  instrument  for  destruction  (when 
moved  by  the  power  of  steam)  known  to  modern  warfare,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that 
one  or  two  of  these  vessels  should  be  built  as  early  as  possible,  alter  the  best  models 
which  have  been  or  may  be  submitted  to  the  Navy  Department ;  but  as  this  class  of 
vessel  is,  so  to  speak,  yet  in  embryo,  and  cannot  be  regarded  as  a  part  of  anv  naval 
force  yet  established,  I  think  that  an  especial  appropriation  should  be  asked  for,  in 
order  that  the  comparatively  small  sum  of  $3,000,000  may  be  applied  to  purposes  already 
well  understood  and  beyond  the  reach  of  experiment. 

"  What  is  the  efficiency  of  the  present  naval  vessels,  and  what  repairs  would  be  Judi- 
cious in  their  maintenance:  that  is  to  say,  what  are  the  general  and  what  are  the 
special  conditions  that  should  control  the  questif^n  of  repairs  to  these  vessels,  or  of  sell- 
ing them,  or  of  using  them  simply  for  subddiary  purposes  f '' 

Waiving  the  question  of  speed  under  steam — which  in  a  modem  man-of-war  is  an 
indispensable  requisite — ^and  waiving  also  the  question  of  ordnance,  or  the  superiority 
of  the  rifled  over  the  smooth-bore  gun,  I  consiaer  that  the  Navy  possesses  at  the  pres- 
ent moment  a  craising  force  of  50,000  tons  distributed  in  about  fifty  vessels  of  no  well- 
defined  class  or  armament. 

The  efficient  defensive  force  of  the  Navy,  making  the  same  waiver  as  in  the  foregoing— 
to  which  should  be  added  the  weakness  of  armor  incidental  to  the  progress  of  modem 
ordnance^— nevertheless  formidable  for  harbor  defense,  consists  of  11  single-tnrreted 
monitors  of  the  "Ajax''  class.  These  monitors  are  in  good  repair  and  commissioned  in 
reserve  for  sea  service. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that,  under  the  annual  expenditure  before  indicated,  the  present 
naval  force  cannot  be  replaced  in  less  than  ten  years,  I  consider  it  judicious  to  exi>end 
a  sum  not  exceeding  fifty  per  cent,  of  the  prime  cost  upon  any  vessel  of  the  present 
force  needing  repairs — the  "  special  condition  "  of  which  should  be,  that  when  so  re- 
paired the  vessel  shall  possess  the  same  or  improved  qualities. 

In  this  connection  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  cruising-ships  in  the  Navy  should  be 
kept  in  commission  for  a  period  of  8ix  yearSj  though  not  necessarily  upon  the  same  sta- 
tion nor  with  the  same  officers  and  men. 

In  this  way  much  of  the  ordinary  repairing  is  done  on  board  by  the  crew,  and  the 
expense  which  seems  unavoidable  when  she  goes  to  a  dock-yard  is  in  a  great  degree 
reduced.  I  advise  the  retention  in  the  Navy  of  the  steamers  of  the  Colorado  class  ss 
receiving  and  training  ships ;  also,  of  all  sailing  frigates  and  sloops,  which  at  a  mod- 
erate cost  can  be  used  for  practice-shii>s  for  midshipmen  and  apprentice  boys. 

I  also  suggest  that  the  live-oak  hulks,  such  as  the  Vermont,  Ohio,  Independence, 
&c.,  are  valuable  to  the  Navy  for  coal,  store-ships,  and  seamen's  barracks,  and  shoald 
by  no  means  be  sold  out  of  it,  althongh  their  names  should  be  removed  from  the  list 
of  efficient  vessels.  All  white-oak  ships  unfit  for  repairs,  all  engines  and  boilers  not 
in  use,  or  proper  to  be  used,  should  be  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  naval  appropris- 
ions  to  which  each  respectively  pertained. 
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The  Navy  Register  shoald  be  oorreoted  in  correspondence  with  thes9  suggestions, 
dividing  the  list  of  Teesels  into  the  efficient,  reserved,  and  the  condemned,  in  order 
that  the  Congress  and  the  ooantry  may  know  the  actual  condition  of  the  Navy. 

I  assome  as  a  unit  npon  which  the  effectiveness  of  the  Navy  in  time  of  peace — as  to 
the  requisite  number  of  ships — a  personnel  of  8,000  enlisted  men  and  750  apprentice 
boys. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

R.  W.  SHUFELDT, 

Chief  of  Bvreau. 
Hon.  R.  W.  TnoMPSoy, 

Secreiarif  of  the  Navy, 


No.  4. 


Bureau  of  Ordnance,  Navy  Department, 

Washington,  D,  C,  January  24,  1878. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  the  questions  contained  in  your  circular-letter  of  the  14th  instant,  I 
have  the  honor  to  say — 

1.  In  my  opinion  not  less  than  ten  millions  of  dollars  per  annnm  for  five  years  would 
hnild  op  an  efficient  navy,  meanwhile  keeping  in  serviceable  condition  such  of  the 
vessels  now  in  service  as  are  worth  repair. 

2.  The  snm  of  three  millions  of  dollars,  if  appropriated  for  the  present  year,  would 
be  moat  effectively  applied  in  finishing  and  launching  the  New  York,  repairing  the 
Florida  and  Brooklyn  for  flag-ships,  and  making  generfQ  repairs  on  such  of  the  Alaska, 
Ticonderoga,  and  Kearsarj|[e  classes  of  vessels  as  are  desirable  to  retain  in  service. 

We  would  then  have  six  suitable  flaff-ships,  viz :  Trenton,  Tennessee,  New  York, 
Florida,  Richmond,  and  Brooklyn,  with  tne  Hartford  and  Pensaoola  for  reliefs. 

An  effective  Navy  would  comprise — 

1.  Six  flag-ships,  partially  plated,  similar  to  the  Northampton  and  Nelson 

classes,  with  a  speed  of 16  knots. 

2.  Six  flag-ships 3,500  tons,  of  14  knots. 

3.  Twelve  ships  of  Alaska  class 2,000  tons,  of  12  knots. 

4.  Twenty-four  ships  of  Quinnebang  class 900  tons,  of  10  knots. 

5.  Twenty-four  ships  of  Adams  class 600  tons,  of    9  knots. 

6.  Fif^i^nboats 400  tons,  of    9knots. 

7.  Ten  dispatch-boats,  torpedoes 12  knots. 

Coast  defensa:  Ten  double-turret  monitors,  twenty  single-turret  monitors,  rams, 
including  those  in  construction  and  ordinarv. 

3.  The  present  ships  of  the  Ticonderoga,  Alaska,  and  Kearsarge  classes  are  efficient 
Tenels,  well  armed,  and  of  fair  speed,  and  should  be  repaired  if  the  cost  does  not 
exceed  about  forty  per  cent,  of  the  original  cost. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  first  three  classes  of  vessels  proposed  should  be  built  of 
iron  and  cased  with  wood ;  that  the  fourth  and  fifth  classes  should  be  built  of  wood, 
•ad  the  gunboats  composite.  The  dispatch-boats,  monitors,  and  rams,  of  iron.  They 
dionld  sin  be  armed  with  the  most  effective  rifle-ffuns. 

The  whole  subject  is  of  such  magnitude  and  importance  that  a  year  would  be 
nqnired  to  properly  study  the  details  of  the  several  classes  of  ships,  and  a  suitable 
Wrd  should  be  constituted  to  draw  up  the  plans  and  make  the  necessary  computa- 
tions. 

The  views  of  the  chief  of  bureau  on  the  subject  of  armament  are  set  forth  in  a 
pamphlet  hereto  appended. 

Very  respecttnlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  N.  JEFFERS, 

Commodore^  Chief  of  Bureau. 
HoQ.  R.  W.  Thompson, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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THE  RECORD  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  NAVAL  INSTITUTE. 

[Vol.  I.— 1874.— No.  VI.] 

United  States  Naval  Academy, 

AnnapoUSf  March  12,  1874. 

Rear-Admiral  A.  A.  Harwood,  U.  S.  N.,  in  the  chair. 

THE  ARMAMENT  OF  OUR  SHIPS  OF  WAR. 
By  Capt.  W.  N.  Jbffebs,  U.  S.  N. 

Introductory  Observations. 

ReasoQing  from  the  nameroas  applications  made  by  commaDding  officers  to  the 
Bareaa  of  Ordnance,  as  soon  as  they  join  their  ships,  for  some  chanj^e  of  battery,  it  mast 
be  a  general  belief  that  the  total  weight  and  character  of  the  guns  la  determined  hap- 
hazanl,  and  without  any  reference  to  Known  principles. 

In  fact  the  writer  can  call  to  mind  only  two  or  three  instances  daring  the  many  years 
in  which  be  has  been  conversant  with  the  affairs  of  this  branch  of  oar  naval  establish- 
ment where  some  change  has  not  been  proposed,  generally  on  insnfficlent  grounds,  and 
often  without  any  reasons  being  assigned  except  a  desire  for  change. 

The  object  of  this  paper,  therefore,  is  to  remove  these  erroneous  impressions,  and  to 
point  out  the  basis  on  which  the  assignment  of  total  weight  and  character  of  the  gans 
composing  a  ship's  battery  is  made. 

THE  armament  OF  OUR  SHIPS  OF  WAR. 

The  main  points  to  be  considered  in  determining  the  armament  of  a  ship  are : 

1st.  That  the  a^^gregate  weight  of  the  gans  should  be  in  proportion  to  the  tonnage. 

2d.  Having  decided  what  this  weight  shall  be,  the  next  point  of  importance  is  to 
dispose  of  it  in  the  best  manner  to  develop  the  greatest  power  of  which  it  is  susceptible. 

3d.  The  relation  of  the  battery  to  the  speed  of  the  vessel,  for  although  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  that  a  ship  of  war  should  exercise  a  full  power  of  oflfense  and  defense  within 
the  circle  of  which  she  is  the  center;  next  to  this,  and  to  this  only  in  importance,  is  her 
ability  to  transfer  this  power  to  another  point  with  certainty  and  raxndity. 

We  will  proceed  to  consider  these  points  seriatim : 

If  we  were  about  to  evolve  the  battery  of  a  ship  from  our  inner  consciousness,  we 
should  find  the  subject  surrounded  with  many  difflonlties.  But,  fortunately,  the  grad- 
ual progress  of  naval  construction  enables  us  to  proceed  with  cautious  but  certain  steps 
from  the  known  to  the  unknown  without  risk  of  serious  error. 

To  exemplify  our  first  point,  we  may  take  the  old  sailing  frigate  Constellation 
as  a  type  of  what  was  considered  to  be,  at  the  time  she  was  built,  a  well-armed  ship. 
Her  tonnage  was  1,236,  and  the  battery  consisted  of  thirty  18-pounder  cannon  on  gan- 
deck,  and  sixteen  32-poander  carronades  on  the  spar-deck,  weighing,  in  the  aggregate, 
160,700  pounds,  and  throwing  a  broadside  weight  of  530  pounds  of  shot. 

In  1845,  the  ordnance  board  reco^ized  the  importance  of  reducing  the  number  of 
guns  and  increasing  the  calibers,  assigned  a  battery  of  thirty-eight  32-pounder8,  weigh- 
ing 174,048  pounds,  throwing  a  broadside  weight  of  metal  of  674  pounds  and  22  pounds 
of  explosive  material. 

In  1853, her  sister  ship,  the  Macedonian,  carried  a  battery  of  two  lO-inoh,  in  pivot; 
sixteen  8-inch  and  two  32-pounders,  in  broadside,  weighing,  in  the  aggregate,  I5i,432 
pounds,  and  throwing  a  broadside  in  metal  of  672  pounds,  with  26  pounds  of  explosive 
material. 

Finally,  Admiral  Dahlgren  proposed  for  these  ships  a  battery  of  eighteen  9-iDch 
guns,  weighing  164,000  pounds,  broadside  weight  of  metal  721  pounds,  with  an  explosive 
content  of  30  pounds. 

It  will  be  observed  that  in  these  changes,  made  by  competent  authority,  the  relation 
of  weight  of  battery  to  tonnage  of  ship  was  closely  adhered  to,  while  augmenting  the 
power  of  the  armament  by  reducing  the  number  of  guds  and  increasing  the  calibers. 

With  the  first  introduction,  however,  of  steam  into  the  Navy,  a  departure  from  the 
law  of  relation  of  armament  to  tonnage  of  ship  became  unavoidable,  because  the  pioneer 
paddle-steamers  did  not  afford  the  requisite  room  and  conveniences  for  proportionate 
batteries.  It  was  evident  to  all  seamen  that  the  few  guns  carried  by  these  vessels 
were  entirely  disproportionate  to  their  tonnage,  and  the  success  of  the  screw  was  at 
once  accepted  by  our  best  thinkers  as  a  solution  of  the  problem.  The  Princeton,  the 
felicitous  conception  of  Commodore  Stockton,  was  a  move  in  the  right  direction,  which 
we  failed  at  the  time  to  follow  up,  and  still  continued  to  build  side-wheel  steamers. 
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Even  after  the  screw  was  determined  on  as  the  motor,  there  was  manifested  a  great 
indisposition  to  sacrifice  gan-power  to  facility  of  shifting  one's  position,  and  although 
the  hye  frigates  of  the  Wabash  class  had  only  aaxiliary  power,  the  oonseryatlve 
spirit  of  the  day  reduced  the  effective  force  of  the  hattexy  one-fourth  by  substituting 
on  the  spar-decK  84nch  and  10-inch  in  lieu  of  9-inch  and  11-inoh,  as  originallv  assigned. 
This  defect,  howeyer,  has  since  been  remedied  by  nuification  of  the  broadside-battery, 
and  the  ships  of  this  class  now  carry  a  weight  in  guns  better  proportioned  to  their 
tonnage,  though  not  excessive,  viz,  forty-two  9-inch,  two  ll-inch,  and  two  100-pounder 
rifes. 

We  may  remark,  in  oonnection  with  these  ships,  that  the  plans  of  Admiral  Dahlgren 
contemplated  for  all  of  them  an  entire  spar-deck  battery  of^  11-inch  guns ;  and  the  de- 
tails exist  for  mounting  six  on  the  spar-deck  of  the  Franklin ;  in  which,  however, 
he  was  overruled.  The  Niagara  alone  was  the  first  ship  to  realize  the  conception 
of  speed  and  power  combined ;  but  owing  to  faults  of  construction,  she  never  was  a 
favorite  ship. 

W^e  next  come  to  vessels  of  the  Hartford  class,  which  were  constructed  to  carry  a 
respectable  armament  combined  with  full  power  of  movement. 

If  we  aasume  these  ships  to  have  been  well  armed,  as  is  admitted  by  evenr  one,  and 
take  the  ratio  of  weight  of  battery  to  tonnage,  the  lightest  armed  (Hartu>rd,  Rich- 
mond, sixteen  of  9-inch  in  broadsiae)  wUl  ffive  us  a  factor  of  108  pounds  of  gun  to  each 
too.  The  heavier  ships  of  the  class  Brooklyn,  Pensacola,  armed  with  twenty  9-inch 
and  one  ll-inch,  give  a  fiEhctor  of  130  pounds  to  the  ton. 

Applying  the  least  of  these  factors  to  the  later  fuU-powered  ships  of  the  Plymouth 
class,  we  have  a  total  weight  of  battery  of  121,176  pounds  =  fifty-four  tons,  propor- 
tionate to  their  tonnage. 

Now,  these  ships  were  originally  designed  to  carry  two  11-inch  in  pivot;  but  for  con- 
Btnictors'  reasons,  the  after  pivot  was  omitted,  and  the  battery  modified  to  consist  of— 

Guns.  Weif(ht  of  broAdside. 

One  1 1-inch 16, 000  pounds.  136  pounds  Tshell). 

Six  8-inch 39, 000  pounds.  150  pounds  (shell). 

One  60-pounder 5, 000  pounds.  60  pounds  (shell). 

60, 000  pounds.  346  pounds. 

a  weight  of  guns  and  broadside  entirely  disproportionate  to  their  tonnaee. 

Bnbstitnte  six  9-inch  for  the  8-inch  increases  the  weight  of  battery,  and  of  broadside 
to  75,000  and  400  pounds  respectively.    But  in  fact  these  ships  should  carry — 

Gnna.  Weight  of  broadside. 

One  11-inch 16, 000  pounds.  136  pounds  (shell). 

Ten  9-inch 90, 000  pounds.  350  pounds  (shell). 

One  60-ponnder 5, 000  pounds.  60  pounds  (shell). 

Ill,  000  pounds.  546  pounds. 

It  may  be  cUimed,  however,  by  some  that  these  ships  have  not  sufficient  breadth  for 
the  9-inch,  and  that  their  deck-beams  and  scantling  are  too  light  to  support  such 
weii^hts. 

If  this  be  really  the  case,  then  we  would  propose,  as  a  compromise  for  such  a  ship,  an 
armament  of — 

Three  11-inch 48,000  pounds.  408  pounds  (shell). 

One  100-pounder 9, 200  pounds.  100  pojands  (shell ). 

57, 200  pounds.  508  pounds. 

which,  with  a  less  weight  of  guns  than  the  battery  first  assigned,  would  give  a 
power  of  508  to  346. 

It  is  also  to  be  observed  that  the  pivot-carriages  cover  so  many  of  the  beams,  and 
the  weight  being  thus  distributed  over  a  greater  surface,  the  11-inch  strains  the  vessel 
lesi  than  the  9-inch,  mounted  at  the  side  on  a  Marsilly  carria«;e. 

From  actual  measurement,  however,  it  appears  that  the  ships  of  this  class  have  at 
least  five  (5)  ports  of  a  side,  which  will  allow  the  muzzle  of  a  9-inoh  gun  to  come 
twelve  inches  inside  the  port,  affording  ample  space  for  loading  and  sponging  in  actual 
firing,  at  which  time  trifles  generally  disappear.  In  mere  exercising,  there  may  not 
be  convenient  space  for  the  in-tackle  blocks,  but  this  inconvenience  is  surely  not  of  so 
moch  importance  as  to  sacrifice  to  it  the  grave  consideration  of  caliber. 

We  next  essayed  two  classes  of  vessels,  with  different  powers,  in  the  effort  to  realize 
the  idea  of  a  fisst  gunboat,  heavily  armed  with  cannon  of  great  range  and  accuracy. 
To  these  belong  the  Ticonderoga  (1,049  tons)  and  the  Wachusett  (695  tons^. 

Both  of  these  ships  are  melancholy  examples  of  the  incoherent  reasonings  of  their 
iereral  commanders  and  of  the  desire  of  the  bureau  to  satisfy  their  wishes. 
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To  the  Ticonderoga  Constniction  assigned  78  tons  for  annament,  of  which  only  22 
tons  were  for  gans  and  howitsers. 

The  Bnreaa  of  Ordnance  therefore  determined  npon  three  of  11-inch,  with  four  34- 
ponnder  howitzers ;  bnt  before  the  vessel  was  finished,  the  l&O-ponnder  (8-inch)  rifle 
made  its  appearance,  and  the  battery  was  modified  to— 

First  battery. 

Weight  of  broadaideL 

Two  11-inch 32, 000  pounds 272  pounds  (shell). 

One  150-pouQder 16,000  ponnds 150  pounds  (shot). 

Four  24-pounder  howitzers. 

48, 000  ponnds.  422  pounds. 

(Howitzer  weights  are  omitted  as  too  light  to  affect  the  question.) 
This  was  an  excellent  arrangement,  combining  range,  power,  and  facility  of  handling. 
Her  first  commanding  officer,  however,  wished  to  have  some  broadside  guns,  there- 
fore, in  order  to  satisfy  him,  the  detail  was  changed,  and  the  first  battery  actually 
mounted  was— 

Second  haUery, 

Broadside. 

One  11-inch 16, 000  ponnds 136  ponnds  (shell). 

One  150-ponnder 16,000  ponnds 150  pounds  (shot). 

Four  9-inch.... 36,000  pounds......  144  pounds  (shell). 

One  50-pounder 5,000  pounds 50  pounds  (shell). 

Two  24-pounder8. 

73,000  480  pounds. 

Here  the  absolute  weight  of  batterv  was  increased  one-half  while  its  power  of  broad- 
side remained  practically  the  same,  but  imperiled  by  the  introduction  of  two  new  cali- 
bers, and  a  diminished  facility  of  handling  in  a  sea-way. 

A  few  months  after,  at  the  request  of  her  commander,  sanctioned  by  the  command- 
ant of  a  navy-yard,  there  was  substituted  a — 


K«.'pian"/t^of  !"'.««  P*-^  5432poaad. 


Third  battery  of— 

100  pounds. 

532  pounds. 

Unfortunately,  this  100-pounder  rifle  burst  during  the  first  attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  and 
the  ship  went  into  a  second  action  with  fourteen  of  9-inch  in  broadside.  (This  battery 
was  shortly  after  landed  at  Philadelphia.) 

The  ship  was  now  ordered  to  be  fitted  out  for  a  foreign  station,  and  the  origiDsl 
weights  restored ;  but  the  foremast  having  been  shifted,  and  a  forecastle  built  upon 
her,  there  remained  only  room  enough  for  two  pivot  guns,  therefore  there  were  mounted 
as  a — 

Fourth  battery^ 

Broftdaide. 

Two  11-inch 32, 000  ponnds 272  pounds  (shells). 

Two  9-inch 18, 000  pounds 72  pounds  (shells). 

One  60-pounder 5, 400  ponnds 60  pounds  (shells). 

Four  24-pounder  howitzers. 

53, 000  pounds.  404  pounds. 

(This  battery  was  reported  by  her  commander  as  altogether  inadequate.) 
It  will  be  observed  that  in  all  these  changes  of  battery  the  original  idea  was  lost 
sight  of.  However,  the  ship  having  now  become  deprived  by  natural  causes  of  the 
prime  element  of  speed,  it  only  remained  for  the  bureau  to  miJce  her  as  formidable  as 
her  construction  would  admit  of  to  all  enemies  which  might  come  or  be  brought  within 
her  reach ;  and  reverting  to  the  factor  of  weight  proportionate  to  tonnage,  we  have 
110,100  ponnds,  to  be  distributed  in  a — 

Fifth  battery  of— 

Broadside. 

Two  11-inch 32, 000  ponnds 272  pounds  (shells). 

Eight  9-inch 72, 000  pounds 246  ponnds  (sheik). 

104, 000  pounds.  520  ponnds. 
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which  gives  a  fair  mixed  battery  forpiv^ot  and  broadside,  and  tends  to  supply  the  de- 
fieienoy  of  weight  on  the  spar-deck,  which  is  needed  to  modify  the  heavy  roll  of  this 
class  of  veeaels. 

The  other  abips  of  this  class  are  to  be  similarly  armed,  after  having  experienced, 
however,  a  roand  of  changes,  which  woald  give  a  dooen  dilferent  batteries. 

The  Wachnsett  was  particnlarly  the  exponent  of  the  *'  oooper-around-the-cask"  idea — 
a  swift,  handy,  light  draoght,  powerfnlly-armed  crafc,  whicn  should  be  able  to  keep  the 
sea,  in  all  weather,  under  canvas. 

The  armament  assigned  was — 

First  battery, 

Broaddde. 

Twoll-inch 32, 000  pounds. 

Four  :)2-ponnders,  ?7  cwt 12,096  pounds. 

One  30-poandeT  rifle 3,500  pounds. 

One  20-poQuder. 

47, 596  364 

Commodore  Wilkes,  who  had  his  flag  on  board  when  she  first  fitted  out,  proposed  an 
alteration  of  the  battery  to — 

Second  batiei'if, 

Broadaide. 

One  100-ponnder,  9,200  pounds i  320 

Ten  P-!nch,  55  cwt.,  or  12  :i2-ponnderB,  43  cwt,  61,600  or  57,792  pounds <   or 

One  30-ponnder  rifle,  3,500  pounds (  267 

He  ar^ed  that  the  removal  of  the  heavy  11-inoh  guns,  and  a  distribution  of  their 
weifrht  m  broadside,  would  tend  very  much  to  prevent  the  vessel  from  rolling  so  much. 
Saidhe: 

*^Aa  for  nsing  the  large  pivot  gnus,  it  is  entirely  oat  of  the  question  in  a  sea-wav. 

"There  is  not  an  officer  under  my  command  but  is  satisfied  with  the  inadequacy  of  the 
innament  of  these  vessels,  and  the  uselessness  of  having  such  large  and  heavy  calibers ;'' 
sod  he  recommended  a  broadside  battery  for  all  small  steamers  then  in  commission. 

This  subject  of  broadside  and  pivot  guns  will  be  discussed  fhriher  on ;  but  my  own 
experience  is  that  the  11-inch  can  be  cast  loose  and  handled  in  a  sea-way  when  it  would 
be  difficult  and  dangerous  with  the  broadside  guns. 

The  vessels  of  the  Wachnsett  class  were  not  intended  to  perform  the  functions  of  a 
broadside  vessel  like  the  old  frigates  and  corvettes,  as  it  is  evident  they  would  be  very 
feeble  in  this  respect,  the  weight  thrown  from  their  broadside  not  exceeding  three 
baodred  pounds. 

But  they  were  intended  to  have  high  speed,  so  as  to  overtake  or  leave  broadside 
armed  vessels,  and  harass  them  by  deliberate  practice  with  a  few  heavy  shells,  at 
rMsee  where  the  guns  of  broadside  could  not  reach. 

Their  light  dranght  was  also  to  permit  them  to  move  in  shoal  water  not  accessible 
to  heavy  vessels. 

If  the  vessel  was  deficient  in  the  primary  condition — speed,  the  proposed  change  in 
battery  would  not  a£ford  a  remedy. 

As  regards  excessive  roll,  that  belong  to  all  propellers,  and  increasing  the  weights 
sboald  moderate  the  movement ;  but  it  does  not  appear  that  this  can  be  carried  to  a 
profitable  extent  for  want  of  capacity,  nor  is  there  sufficient  room  for  9-inch  guns. 
However,  her  armament  has  been  increased  to  a 

Third  battery  of— 

Broadside. 

Twoll-inch 32, 000  pounds.        272  pounds. 

Foard^inch 36, 800  pounds.        140  pounds. 

Three  20-pounder  rifles 3,900  pounds.  40  pounds. 

72, 700  pounds.        452  pounds. 

This  battery  is  reported  as  "  too  heavy,"  "  not  room  sufficient  for  IX- inch  guns,"  &c. 
Facts  entirely  within  the  cognizance  of  the  bureau,  but  overlooked  by  commanding 
ufficf^rs  in  their  desire  to  secure  increased  number  of  men. 

There  have  also  been  added  to  the  ships  of  the  Ticonderoga  and  Wachnsett  classes 
poop-cabins  and  forecastles.  The  weight  of  these,  added  to  that  of  the  battery  and 
Mpplies,  without  donbt  increased  the  comfort  of  everybody  on  board,  but  converted 
the  riiips  into  "  tubs,"  which  inefficiently  perform  any  service. 

The  Juniata,  Ossipee,  and  Mohican  have  had  even  greater  changes. 

The  light  cruisers  of  410  tons — Kansas  class — were  designed  to  carry  the  10-inch  Par- 
rott  rifle  (300-ponnder)  of  26,000  pounds ;  but  such  guns  were  never  provided,  and  the 
Teasels  were  therefore  heterogeneonsly  armed.  At  the  end  of  the  war  the  Kansas  car- 
ried one  ll-lnch,  two  9-inch,  and  one  30-pounder  nfle ;  the  Nipsic  carried  one  ll-lnch 
and  one  30-pounder  rifle ;  the  Nyack  and  Shawmut  carried  one  lOO-pounder,  two^incYk, 
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one  30-ponnder  rifle,  and  two  24-ponDder8 ;  the  Tantio  carried  foar  9-inch  and  one  30- 
poander  rifle ;  the  Saco  earned  one  60-poander,  six  32-ponnder8,  and  one  30-poander 
rifle ;  the  Pequot  earned  one  150  poander,  six  32-pounder8,  one  30-ponnder  rifle,  and  two 
24-poander8,  while  the  battery  originally  assigned  to  these  ships  was  one  300-ponnder 
rifle  and  two  24-ponnder  howitzers. 

Sufficient  has  been  stated  to  show  the  principles  on  which  the  armament  is  based. 

First.  The  aggregate  assigned  to  ordnance  by  the  naral  constrnctor  in  distributing 
his  wei|;hts. 

Secondly.  The  weight  of  battery,  which  experience  shows  can  be  safely  and  con- 
veniuntly  carried,  which  is  from  one-third  greater  to  double  that  allowed  on  the  given 
displacement. 

Thirdly.  The  smallest  number  and  heaviest  pieces  which  can  be  conveniently  handled, 
having  due  regard  to  space  and  tonnage. 

It  is  to  be  observed  toat  since  the  introduction  of  full  power  into  steamers,  the  space 
below  has  to  be  carefully  apportioned ;  and  that  the  addition  of  even  a  single  gun, 
with  increase  of  crew,  crowds  the  magazine,  shell,  and  store  rooms,  and  cumbers  the 
berth-deck. 

Having,  then,  determined  the  total  weight  of  battery  for  a  given  tonnage,  next  in 
importance  is  its  distribution,  with  a  due  regard  to  the  accuracy,  power,  and  range  of 
the  guns. 

The  power  of  a  ship  of  war  may  always  be  in  proportion  to  her  capacity,  and  the 
largest  ship  can  always  be  made  the  most  powerful  in  offense  as  well  as  defense.  The 
smaller  ship,  on  the  contrary,  can  never  be  made  more  effective  than  the  larger,  unless 
the  means  of  the  latter  are  misapplied. 

It  has  always  been  urged  that  a  small  vessel  with  a  single  heavy  gun  can  annoy  and 
injure  a  larger  vessel  having,  like  itself,  only  a  single  heavy  gun. 

But  when  the  large  vessel  can  bring  several  heavy  guns  against  the  one  gun,  the 
chances  are  increased  in  the  same  ratio  and  the  one  gun  cannot  attack  with  impunity. 

One  of  the  first  elements  to  be  considered  is  the  ability  to  handle  the  projectile  in 
the  confined  quarters  of  a  ship,  subject  to  violent  motions  of  rolling  and  pitching.  For 
obvious  reasons,  only  one  man  can  conveniently  handle  the  shot  of  a  broadside  gun, 
and  but  two  that  of  a  i)ivot  gun :  and  experiment  proves  that  the  9-inch  and  11-inch 
are  the  largest  shells  which  can  be  so  handled  with  ease. 

There  are,  however,  many  persons  of  the  opinion  that  some  smaller  caliber,  32-pounder 
or  8-inch,  substituted  in  broadside  for  9-inch,  may,  by  celerity  of  fire,  and  being  more  nu- 
merous for  the  same  weight  of  battery,  more  than  compensate  for  diminished  accuracy 
and  power. 

This  is  entirely  fallacious,  and  has  been  completely  refuted  by  Admiral  Dahlgren  in 
'*  Shells  and  Shell  Guns.'' 

But  we  will  here  repeat  the  argument. 

The  reasoning  in  favor  of  the  8  inch  against  the  9-inch  is,  that  with  the  same  weight, 
one  can  have  more  cannon,  and,  firing  fiister,  the  weight  of  metal  thrown  is  much  in- 
creased. 

This  argument  is  not  new;  it  was  offered  in  1812  by  the  English  for  preferring  the 
Ifikpounder  to  the  24-pounder,  and  has  no  better  foundation  now  than  it  had  then. 

The  8-inoh  weighs  6,500  pounds,  the  9-inch  9,200  pounds,  the  rates  being  65-92,  or 
nearly  two-thirds — that  is,  three  d-inch  cannon  weigh  as  heavy  as  two  of  9-incb. 

The  8-inch  throw  three  shells  of  51  pounds  =^  153  pounds ;  the  9-inch,  two  of  72 
pounds  =  144  pounds. 

In  actual  tnal  at  the  battery  here,  the  9-inch  gun  has  been  fired  five  rounds  at  an 
average  of  53  seconds  per  round. 

Is  it  likely  that  an  8-inch  gun  can  be  fired  mora  rapidly  f 

On  board  the  Plymouth,  commanded  by  myself,  and  then  cruising  as  the  ordnance- 
ship,  a  trial  was  made  for  rapid  firing,  with  the  following  results : 

U.  S.  Ship  Plymouth, 
Off  Cape  Catochk,  September  10, 185^^. 
Guns  manned  by  the  re^lar  crews : 
17  to  9-inch  and  15  to  8-inch ;  guns  run  in  and  all  ready. 


9-; 

inch. 

Min. 

Sec. 

Sponge,  28 

40 

Fire,      29 

25.45. 

Fire,      30 

12.47. 

Fire,      30 

57.45. 

Fire,      31 

47.50. 

Fire,      32 

38.51. 

8-inch. 

MIn. 

Sec 

28 

40 

29 

25.45. 

30 

12.47. 

31 

00.4b. 

31 

55.55. 

32 

59.64. 

Average  time  of  fire,  47  3-5. 


Hin. 

SpODge,  45 

Fire, 

45 

Fire, 

46 

Fire, 

46 

Fire, 

47 

Fire, 

48 
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Shifted  the  15  from  S-iach  and  15  from  9-inob,  leaylng  the  roller  hand-spikeman  and 
one  other. 

Seo.  Mia.         Seo. 

00  45  00 

30.30.  45  30.30. 

7.37.  46  6.36. 

44.37.  46  40.34. 

23.39.  47  «2.42. 

3.40.  48  3.41. 

Average  time  of  fire,  36  3  5. 

Both  crews  had  been  nnder  careful  drill  for  more  than  three  months. 
Of  courae,  no  other  pointing  was  possible  than  to  preserve  the  guns  nearly  in  their 
oriianal  position  when  fired. 

The  celerity  of  fire,  then,  from  the  8-inch  and  9-inch  gnns  will  not  vary  materially 
under  like  cirenmstances. 

At  the  same  time  I  may  remark  that  every  officer  knows  that  the  time  required  to 
load,  ^re,  and  mn  out,  is  never  the  standard  for  aoonrate  practice ;  that  is  controlled 
00  shipboard  by  the  difllenlty  of  pointing  amidst  the  smoke,  and  disturbed  by  the  roll- 
ing and  progressive  motions  of  both  ships,  &.C.,  so  that  as  a  general  rule,  nnder  fair 
couditioDs,  the  rate  of  good  firing  may  be  two  to  three  minutes. 

The  original  difference  in  weight  of  metal  thrown  by  the  8-ineh  and  9-inoh  gnns 
should  noC  be  affected,  therefore,  oy  the  rate  of  fire. 

But,  ii  will  be  influenced  by  another  condition,  not  generally  considered,  in  estimat- 
ing the  valne  of  the  lighter  guns,  viz :  tke  inferior  aoouracy  of  ike  inferior  caliber. 

That  of  both  gnns  has  been  tried,  wifch  the  most  extreme  care,  at  a  target  1,300 
yards  distant.  The  9-inch  was  found  to  strike  75  per  cent,  of  its  fires,  and  the  b-inch  50 
percent. 

This  difference  was  due  entirely  to  conditions  of  weight  and  resistance  of  spherical 
bodies  moving  through  the  air,  and  to  the  pointing  of  them;  both  being  adjusted  with 
equal  care. 

A  sample  of  this  practice  may  be  seen  on  page  242  of  my  work  on  "  shells  and  shell- 
gans,"  though  introduced  then  to  illustrate  another  application  of  the  same  principle. 
The  weight  of  shell,  then,  that  strike  from  an  8-inch  ^n  will  not,  when  accnracy 
is  involved,  be  equal  to  that  from  a  9-inch  gun,  and  the  difference  in  accuracy  will  re- 
duce the  weight  of  metal  which  strikes  from  153  pounds  and  144  pounds  to  77  pounds 
from  the  8-inch,  and  108  pounds  from  the  9-inch,  or  in  that  proportion. 

Again,  the  charges  of  tne  shells  enter  into  the  question ;  the  three  8-inch  contain  6 
pounds  of  powder,  and  the  two  9-inch  a  like  quantity ;  but  each  of  the  8-inch  shells 
eontains  only  1|  pounds,  while  each  of  the  9-inch  shells  contains  3  pounds,  and  we  know 
that  the  action  of  powder  is  in  far  greater  ratio  than  its  weight;  that  is,  the  explosive 
force  of  the  8-inch  to  the  9-inch  charges  is  in  a  greater  ratio  than  the  weights  of  the 
charges  2  to  3. 

Tins  is  an  important  consideration,  as  well  as  that  of  concentration  by  reason  of 
greater  weight. 

Again,  the  penetration  of  the  9-inch  shell  is  greater  than  that  of  the  8-inch  shell ;  so 
that  the  former  not  only  enters  further  into  the  opposing  ship,  but  will  carry  with  it  a 
fw  greater  bursting  effect  individually. 

In  the  foregoing  data,  enough  is  stated  with  exactness  to  show  that  the  ordnance 
power  of  the  two  guns  is  hardly  comparable,  and  that  no  effort  should  be  spared  to  use 
the  heavier  caliber;  whenever  possible  to  go  above  the  9-inch  I  would  advise  it,  but 
never  below  it. 

And  the  Ironsides  has  shown  the  power  of  11-inch  broadside,  as  well  as  the  facility 
of  naing  such  cannon. 

Whenever  there  is  space  on  the  deck  that  will  allow  the  muzzle  of  a  cannon  to  come 
in,  if  odIv  clear  of  the  inside,  the  gun  may  be  fought,  and  any  obstacles  that  are  remov- 
able ought  to  be  made  to  give  way  withont  scruple. 

•  »  »  •  •  •  « 

The  next  point  to  be  determined  is,  should  the  guns  be  mounted  in  pivot  or  broad- 
lidet 

The  same  reasons  which  cause  the  9-inoh  to  be  superior  to  the  8-inoh  may  also  be 
Qipd  in  fiivor  of  the  11-inoh. 

the  higher  the  caliber.  tJie  greater  the  range,  accnracy,  and  power. 

The  11-inch  shell  has  tne  content,  and  nearly  the  weieht,  of  two  of  9-inch  ;  and  since 
the  pivot-gnn  can  be  fought  on  either  side,  and  nsnaU^  the  9-inch  cannot  be  shifted 
over,  it  is  practically  equal  to  four  of  9-inoh,  while  its  weight  with  carriage  is  little  more 
than  that  of  two  9-inota. 

The  concentration  of  effect  due  to' the  explosive  capacity  of  the  11-inch  shell  is  even 
more  important  than  that  due  to  penetration  and  size  of  orifice. 

It  will  be  seen  by  comparing  the  Ticonderoga's  battery,  as  first  assigned,  and  the  last 
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ooe,  now  carried,  that  increasing  the  total  weight  of  battery  from  22  to  54  tons,  only 
increased  her  power  one-fifth,  from  422  to  520  pounds  of  broadside. 

Notwithstanding  Admiral  Wilkes's  opinion,  quoted  above,  it  seems  hardly  credible 
that  a  gun  should  be  more  manageable  on  a  carriage  placed  upon  the  deck  than  on  a 
carriage  upon  a  dide. 

Ouns  are  generally  used  when  the  ship  is  in  motion,  and  a  pivot-gun  is  always  more 
under  command  than  one  in  broadside.  If  a  pivot-gnn  cannot  be  easilv  controlled, 
then  much  less  can  one  be  which  takes  any  direction  when  fired,  and  is  only  limited  by 
its  breeching  in  the  extent  of  its  movements.  In  action,  on  either  carriage,  a  gun  re- 
quires free  space  in  ever^  direction  in  its  rear,  and  it  is  only  when  the  gun  is  secured 
out  of  action  that  the  slide  becomes  an  incumbrance. 

The  misfortune  of  the  larger  caliber  is  that  its  substantial  benefits  are  seldom  visible 
before  those  who  continually  experience  the  disadvantages  of  its  greater  weight  and 
size. 

The  bulk  of  the  gun,  the  toil  in  handling  it  and  its  prpjectile,  are  ever  enforced  to 
the  eye  of  the  officer  and  to  the  exertions  of  the  men. 

But  the  great  power  it  confers  is  not  exhibited  by  the  ordinary  practice  and  remains 
a  myth  until  the  hour  of  battle  discloses  the  fact,  and  permits  the  heavy  oaliber  to  tell 
its  tale  more  eloquently  than  the  most  convincing  ailments. 

It  has,  however,  been  abundantly  proved  that  the  9-inch  gun  is  perfectly  manage- 
able on  a  broadside  carriage  in  any  vessel  having  sufficient  room  to  work  them  ;  still, 
the  writer  is  in  favor  of  mounting  them  on  a  pwoted  broadside  carriage  in  all  vessels— 
having  reference  here  to  the  greater  facility  of  training  and  consequent  greater  aeea- 
raey  of  fire,  and  the  preservation  of  the  decks,  the  fibers  of  which  are  crushed  by  the 
great  weight  resting  on  the  front  trucks. 

This  injury  is  aggravated  by  the  neglect  of  executive  officers  to  order  the  guns  ran 
in  whenever  the  decks  are  washed,  and  keeping  them  partly  in  until  the  water-ways 
are  dry. 

I  have  approached  this  subject  of  broadside  pivots  very  gingerly,  however,  fioarinc 
the  critical  eye  of  a  smart  executive,  whose  snowy  gnu  or  qaarter  deck,  the  pride  <2 
his  heart,  is  encumbered  by  such  troublesome  companions. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  preceding  list  of  batteries,  that  the  bureau  bad  definite  ideas 
on  the  subject  of  armaments,  but  often  yielded  to  the  importunities  of  officers  who  had 
not  very  thoroughly  studied  the  question. 

There  can  be  no  more  striking  example  of  this  than  in  the  armament  of  the  Kansas 
class. 

The  basis  of  armament  U  either — 

Given  a  ship  of  a  certain  tonnage,  draught  of  water  and  speed,  with  so  many  tons  of 
displacement  assigned  te  ordnance,  how  dispose  of  that  weight  tj  best  advantage  f 

Or,  as  in  the  Kansas  class — 

Given  a  designated  battery,  what  is  the  smallest  ship  which,  on  a  given  draught  of 
water,  will  carry  that  battery  f 

In  every  case,  the  bureau  assigns  the  smallest  number  of  the  heaviest  gnns  to  Ibrm 
the  weight,  and  prefera  pivots  to  broadside  when  the  deck  arrangemento  will  permit. 

For  it  is  thoroughly  established  that  a  small  number  of  large  pieces  will  inaiet  in- 
juries beyond  the  power  of  a  large  number  of  small  pieees. 

In  order  that  she  may  exercise  her  ftill  measure  of  offense,  speed  has  become  tiie  ia- 
dispensable  attribute  of  every  ship  of  war.  Without  it  her  powers  are  altogeSlier  ia- 
complete,  and  experience  appears  to  have  determined  that  it  is  judidoos  to  ■acriiff< 
a  lar^  portion  of  the  armament  in  order  to  procure  great  speed  at  any  ooet. 

It  IS  very  right  that  when  a  vessel  of  war  enoonnters  a  superior  fi>roe«  speed  skonld 
be  able  to  make  her  safe,  but  the  necessary  diminution  of  offensive  power  abonU  not 
be  so  ^«at  as  to  disable  a  firet-dass  steamer  from  matehing  any  vessel  of  her  own 
class  <»  inferior  speed,  but  provided  with  a  proper  armament,  otherwise  her 
business  would  be  running— ^Aliii^  the  exception ! 

Although  the  large  vessels  of  the  Tennessee  and  Florida  class  were 
on  the  theory  of  cutting  up  an  enemy's  oonunerce  and  flying  from  his  cmiaera.  y«t  it 
is  repugnant  to  our  notions  to  employ  such  large  and  expensive  vessels  for  th»  par- 
pose. 

It  will  often  happen  that  in  onler  to  protect  important  interests,  the  battle  Ba9<  te 
fought  at  all  hazards,  and  that  avoiding  the  aciion  will  not  serve  the  purpose.  Whau 
then,  will  be  the  chances  of  these  costly  fabrics  f 

It  is,  moreover,  certain  that  we  have  a  right  to  demand  that  onr  vessels  of  war  shall 
have  equal  speed  with  those  of  other  nations. 

It  is  by  this  equality  only  that  our  vessels  shall  select  and  retain  the  diTrtanrrs  thty 
prefer,  and  lees  speed  than  this  should  not  be  admitted  in  any  discussion  on  the  sa^ffca. 

This  does  not  mean  that  every  United  States  ship  shall  equal  in  speed  %bm  best  sfeif» 
of  other  nations,  but  that  the  average  speed  of  our  Navy,  taken  ooUectivelyy  siwil  W 
ei)n«l  to  that  of  others,  also  taken  cwlectively. 

If,  however,  our  ship  is  inferior  in  speed,  then  the  choice  of  distance  is  with  tbr 
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wemy,  who  is  sappoeed  to  prefer  cloee  qoartere ;  bat  if  oar  ship  is  properly  ftrmed,  he 
can  only  reach  this  position  after  passing  through  the  deliberate  fire  of  powerful  gans. 
The  small  vessels  of  the  Kansas  class,  only  410  tons,  were  constructed  to  carry, 
nd  can  earry,  lO-inch  rifles — formidable  gans  to  any  but  the  very  latest  iron-dads. 

In  ld6S,  Assistant  Secretary  Fox  propcMed,  Admiral  Dahlgren  designed  the  arma- 
ment, and  CoDstrnctor  Lentball  the  hull  of  a  vessel  of  the  same  length  as  tiie  Lan- 
eaUer,  bat  with  more  beam,  to  oarry  twelve  11-inch  gans  in  broadside  pivots,  on  main 
deek,  and  two  11-inoh  in  central  pivots,  on  spar  deck ;  bat  the  resources  of  our  navy- 
jtrds  were  too  severely  taxed  during  the  war  to  permit  its  construction. 

Tliis  antedates,  by  some  years,  the  English  Inconstant  and  Shah  (late  Blonde) 
with  a  similar  arrangement  of  armament. 

The  i^reat  minority  of  cruising  ships  must  continue  to  be  wooden  or  (its  equivalent) 
eonposite  vessels ;  bat  with  the  introduction  of  iron-clads  of  various  degrees  of  resist- 
saee,  these  wooden  ships  should  be  capable  of  effective  offensive  action  against  most 
eraislng  iron-dads. 

And  although  the  preceding  reasoning  is  based  on  our  present  armaments  and  wooden 
diips,  it  is  equally  applicable  to  an  iron-clad  fleet,  and  there  is  no  reason  why  our 
ships,  heretofore  superior  to  all  others  in  armament,  cannot  be  restored  to  an  equality, 
for  the  time  has  now  come  when  we  must  prepare  for  an  entire  change  in  the  arma- 
ment of  oor  ships,  although  the  principle  for  determining  it  remains  undisturbed. 

I  am  also  of  the  opinion  that  this  change  must  be  the  introduction  of  the  rifled  oan- 
DOD  as  the  entiie  armament  of  our  ships,  otherwise  we  shall  find  ourselves,  in  a  war 
with  any  leading  power,  overmatched  not  only  in  numbers,  but  in  power  of  individual 
•hips. 

This  we  cannot  afford ;  our  ships,  if  few,  should  be  the  best  of  their  kind,  and  hith- 
erto, so  far  as  armament  was  concerned,  were  eupNerior  to  all  foreign  ships. 

A  clever  English  writer  remarks  of  oor  ships  in  1812:  ''By  substituting  long  gnus 
instead  of  our  short  ones,  they  secured  for  themselves  the  immense  advantage  of  being 
able,  withoot  loss  or  damage,  luxuriously  to  pummel  us  to  death,  at  ranges  which  they 
had  preealcnlated  they  would  be  completely  out  of  our  reach." 

But  other  powers  have  since  adopted  our  system  of  a  few  heavy  gans,  and  have, 
slt«r  many  years  of  experiment,  and  millions  of  expenditure,  established  two,  or  per- 
baps  three,  systems  of  rifled  ordnanoe  as  worthy  of  confidence. 

Ut.  The  system  of  breech-loading,  known  as  Krupp's,  to  whom  it  owes  its  experi- 
iMotal  development,  though  it  is  understood  that  this  system  was  presented  to  Captain 
Wite,  one  of  my  predecessors,  years  before  Krupp  adopted  it.  The  essential  features, 
the  round-backed  wedge,  the  locking-screw,  and  the  gas-check  are  due  to  our  country- 
BisD,  Broad  well.  Exhausted  by  the  war,  we  had  no  means  of  experiment,  and  he 
reeeived  no  encouragement.  It  is,  however,  probable  that  it  would  not  have  proved  a 
•occetis  in  oor  hands,  owing  to  the  state  of  the  stoel  manufacture  in  our  country  at 
Uist  time. 

2d.  l%e  French  syHem, — ^This.  which  has  been  sncoessfully  applied  to  the  largest  cal- 
ibsTi,  is  also  an  American  invention,  developed  in  France,  and  is,  in  my  opinion,  the 
bait  method  meebanioally  of  closing  the  breech,  particularly  for  small  calibers. 

3d.  The  Woohrick  mnza^ie-ioading  has  met  with  success  as  a  gun,  but  its  studded  pro- 
jectile is  ikr  inferior  to  our  expanding  system. 

Reeeut  advices  show  that  after  poob-poohiog  our  expanding  system  for  many  years, 
•od  experimenting  on  wads  and  gas-checks  to  prevent  eroHion  in  the  bore  of  their 
I       Bonle-loadiog  gnns,  oor  English  friends  are  about  abandoning  the  studded  projectiles 
I       for  uar  own  plan. 

i  The  principsd  advantage  of  rifle  cannon  consists  in  their  greater  penetration,  due  to 
~  the  concentration  of  effect  on  a  smaller  and  better  form  oi  surface;  next,  in  greater 
■^  explosive  contents  for  same  weight;  then  range ;  and,  lastly,  accuracy. 
t|  The  accuracy  of  spherical  prc^ectiles  is,  however,  quite  suffioieut  at  usual  engaging 
I  distanoes,  and  the  difference  due  to  a  rifle  projectile  is  quite  lose  in  the  difficuitied  of 
"^-      Aiming  and  the  motion  of  both  vessels. 

That  the  rifle  to  be  adopted  should  be  a  breech-loader  is,  I  think,  obvious,  and  for 
two  principal  reasons : 
I        1st.  In  order  to  utilise  a  slow  powder,  less  destructive  to  the  gun,  the  bore  must 
]      btve  greater  length  in  order  to  admit  of  a  longer  time  for  the  gases  to  act. 
I        2d.  Since  gnus  wear  out  by  the  rush  of  gas  over  the  projectile  in  muzzle-loaders, 
•eerinc  the  bore  is  largely  prevented  by  breech-loading. 

To  these  we  may  add,  that  with  the  increased  length  of  gun,  the  beam  of  very  few 
•bips  will  permit  the  muzzle  of  the  gun  to  come  within  the  port  for  convenient  loading. 
'Aiat  there  is  no  risk  of  accident  from  overloading,  and  that  incipient  cracks  are- 
assily  detected. 

Having  no  colonies,  it  is  not  probable  that  we  will  ever  construct  cruising  iron 
elsds,  nor  does  it  appear  to  be  necessary,  since  most  of  those  now  in  existence  may  be 
pierced  by  their  own  gans,  or  such  guns  as  they  should  carry  if  properly  armed. 

H.  Rep.  602 i 
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Since  the  general  introdnction  of  armored  ships  the  oonditions  of  warfare  have  been 
altered,  and  the  sabject  of  penetration  has  become  of  paramount  importance. 

With  wooden  ships  the  mere  lodgment  of  a  shell  in  the  side  before  its  explosion 
mi^ht  inflict  a  fatal  injnry,  but  against  armored  ships  complete  perforation  isesseotiaL 

The  form  of  the  projectile^  its  material,  cross-dection,  weight,  and  velocity  on  impact 
must  be  such  iis  to  insure  this,  or  it  will  be  practically  harmless. 

Experiment  has  proven  that  shells  containing  a  suitable  bursting  charge  ma^  be 
driven  through  plates  of  a  thickness  equal  to  the  caliber  at  short  ranges,  and  this  is 
abont  the  limit  of  useful  effect. 

Therefore,  with  the  preBcnt  types  of  armored  ships  carrying  from  4^  to  6  inches  of 
armor.  1"  is  the  lowest  caliber  on  which  we  can  rely  to  insure  perforation,  taking  into 
considei  ation  oblique  impact,  even  at  short  range. 

The  English  have,  however,  settled  on  the  8-inoh,  the  Prussians  8^  (21  oentm.),  and 
the  French  7.5  ( 19  centm.),  as  the  gun  for  general  service,  weighing  from  17,000  to  20,000 
pounds,  firing,  with  charges  of  27.5  to  35  pounds  of  powder,  projectiles  from  116  to  180 
pounds,  capable  of  perforating  6^'  of  iron  at  1,000  yards. 

At  present  we  have  no  guns,  except  those  in  the  monitors,  which  will  injure  seri- 
ously the  lightest  armored  vessel. 

Substitute  a  7-inch  or  8-inch  rifle  for  the  11-inch  smooth-bore,  and  few  of  them  would 
come  o£f  without  great  dama^^e  from  the  more  numerous  cannon  of  the  unclad  ahtp. 

The  monitors  are  deficient  in  speed,  though  formidable  antagonists  at  close  quar- 
ters ;  their  sphere  of  offense  does  not  extend  beyond  500  yards,  which  might  be  in- 
creased to  3,500  yards  by  the  substitution  of  an  eflScient  rifle  of  the  same  weight,  10- 
inch  or  11-inch  caliber,  for  the  15-inch  smooth-bore. 

Various  projects  have  been  brought  forward  to  convert  our  present  smooth-bore  gnos 
into  rifles,  but  these  are  all  make-shifts,  permissible  in  time  of  war,  but  unpardonable 
waste  in  peace.  Our  futile  efforts  to  utilize  the  old  small-arms  shonld  warn  us  to 
make  no  expenditures  in  this  direction. 

Other  nations  possess  much  greater  stocks  of  convertible  guns,  but  none  have  thought 
fit  to  so  convert  them,  nor  can  they  be  converted  to  breech-loaders,  which  I  consider 
the  essential  feature  in  any  rifled  system. 

A  writer  in  the  Army  and  Navy  Journal  of  February  28, 1874,  gives  a  sununary  of 
the  objections  to  converted  guns,  which  I  commend  to  your  perusaa. 

It  is  time  this  paper  should  close,  its  principal  object  being  to  remove  the  apparent 
impressions  of  officers  that  our  ships  are  armed  without  system,  to  be  changed  at  the 
caprice  of  each  succeeding  commanding  officer,  but  I  have  been  led  into  the  disonsrion 
of  other  subjects  bearing  on  naval  efficiency. 


No.  5. 

Navy  Dbpartmkkt, 
Bureau  of  Steam-Enoinjcekino, 

WMhinqUm,  January  30, 1878. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  14th  instant  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the 
followin|^ :  It  is  impossible  to  estimate,  even  approximately,  the  amount  of  ^^yiTiual  ap- 
propriation necessary  lor  building  vessels  to  supply  the  waste  from  decay,  losses,  and 
other  causes  of  the  vessels  constituting  the  present  material  of  the  Navy.  Past  expe- 
rience teaches  how  impossible  it  is  to  anticipate  with  any  degree  of  accuracy  the  cod« 
tingencies  that  may  arise  at  any  moment  in  regard  to  the  vessels  of  the  Navy  from 
wreck,  injary  by  exposure  to  bad  weather^  decay  in  parts  not  accessible,  Ac,  dtc. 

The  present  efficiency  of  the  material  or  the  Navy,  when  compared  with  that  of  the 
past,  I  consider  good,  but  when  compared  with  other  first-class  nations,  is  lamentably 
poor ;  in  fact,  in  my  opinion,  it  falls  below^the  standard  of  those  nations  consideied  as 
second-rate. 

As  re^^ards  repairs,  Slc,  which  could  be  Judiciously  applied  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  efficiency  of  the  present  vessels  of  the  Navy,  I  would  state  that  several  of  them 
with  iron  hulls  are  new,  in  good  condition,  and  will  require  but  a  small  annual  outlay 
for  the  ordinary  wear  and  tear  incident  to  active  service.  There  is  also  a  large  number  of 
ships  with  wooden  hulls  and  live-oak  frames  in  good  condition,  which  can  be  kept  in 
readiness  for  sea  service  at  a  comparatively  small  annual  expense.  All  ships  with  white- 
oak  hulls  or  frames,  unfit  for  repair  or  requiring  the  expenditure  of  25  per  cent,  of  the 
original  cost  to  repair,  as  also  all  old  machinery,  boilers,  &c.,  &c.,  shonld  be  sold  at 
public  auction,  and  the  amounts  realized  therefrom  credited  to  the  appropriations  per- 
taining to  the  respective  bureaus.  No  vessel,  whatever  her  material,  snonld,  in  my 
opinion,  be  repaired  as  a  whole,  when  the  aggregate  cost  of  such  repairs  will  exceed  50 
per  cent,  of  her  original  cost  to  build  and  eouip ;  and  repairs  of  an  extensive  charac- 
ter on  any  vessel  of  existing  type  I  would  only  regard  as  a  temporary  expedient,  reduc- 
ing the  amount  to  be  spent  in  this  way  from  time  to  time  until  the  sum  so  expended 
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forepftira  of  every  description  on  a  ship  of  the  present  Navy  type  shall  not  exoeed  20 
per  cent,  of  the  original  cost,  provided^  of  coarse,  that  new  ships  shall,  during  such 
time,  be  bailt  to  take  the  place  of  those  gradually  laid  aside.  The  fourteen  small 
monitora  of  the  Ajax  class  are  in  good  condition  and  can  render  very  effective  service 
in  harbor  defense. 

In  the  way  of  torpedo  boats,  I  am  of  opinion  that  no  immediate  necessity  exists  for 
their  oonstraction. 

In  order  to  create  an  efficient  Navy,  one  that  shall  be  commensurate  with  the  dig- 
nity of  the  nation  and  the  magnitude  of  our  commercial  relations  with  the  world  at 
lirge,  the  five  iron-olads  now  in  course  of  reoonstruction  should  be  completed  and 
equipped  without  delay,  and,  by  the  process  of  gradual  addition  of  new  vessels,  the 
Navy  should,  within  a  brief  period,  be  made  to  consist  of  eight  frigates  of  not  less  than 
3,500  tons  displacement,  to  be  built  of  iron,  but  cased  in  wood,  provided  with  spurs  or 
rams  at  the  bow,  engine-powered  for  a  maximum  speed  of  13  knots,  and  to  be  classed 
as "1ft  rain";  twelve  ships  of  not  less  than  2,500  tons  displacement,  of  same  con- 
ttruction  as  the  preceding  rale,  engine-powered  for  a  maximum  speed  or  12  knots,  and 
to  be  elaased  as  ''2d  ratea^;   ten  ships  of  not  less  than  2,000  tons  displacement, 
composite  built,  engiue-powered  for  a  maximum  speed  of  10  knots,  and  to  be  classed 
as  "3d  rates";  fifteen  ships  of  not  less  than  1,500  tons  displacement,  composite  built, 
engine-powered  for  a  maximum  speed  of  10  knots,  and  to  be  classed  as  "  4th  rates"  ; 
seven  armored  rams  of  the  most  approved  design,  of  not  less  than  2,000  tons  displace- 
ment. 

liisum/, 

TonsL 

8  ships  of  3,500  tons  displacement 28,000 

12  ships  of  2,500  tons  displacement 20,000 

15  ships  of  1,500  tons  displacement 22,500 

Trams  of  2,000  tons  displacement 14,000 

5S  vessels,  with  an  aggregate  of 114,500 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  construction  of  a  number  of  gunboats,  say  thirty,  built  of 
skeel,  of  the  following  ^neral  dimensions,  viz,  length  150  feet ;  beam  26  feet  ;  depth  of 
bold  12  feet,  with  maximum  steam  nower  for  that  class  of  vessels,  would  be  a  measure 
of  economy  and  naval  efficiency,  well  worthy  of  careful  consideration.     * 

A  certain  number,  say  five,  should  be  laid  down  each  year,  until  thirty  should  have 
been  built,  and  they  will  be  found  to  render  efficient  service  at  a  moderate  expense  for 
wear  and  tear. 
In  r^Md  to  the  best  method  of  effectively  applying  an  annual  appropriation  of 
-    $3,000,000,  and  upon  what  kind  of  vessels,  I  would  respectfully  recommend  one  marine 
nm  of  approved  design,  of  not  less  than  2,000  tons  displacement. 
One  frigate  of  not  less  than  3,500  tons  displacement,  as  above  described. 
One  ship  of  not  less  than  2,50U  tons  displacement,  as  above  described. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  SHOCK, 
Chirfof  Bureau^ 
Hon.  R.  W.  Thompson, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
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No.  C 

Naty  Department, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

January  17, 1878. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  yoar  inquiries  of  the  14th  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  state : 

1.  The  annual  appropriation  for  expenditures  in  building  vessels  to  snpply  the  waste 
from  losses  and  from  decay,  based  upon  the  present  number  of  ships  we  are  able  to 
keep  in  commission,  should,  after  the  first  year,  be  $3,000,000.  This  would  enable  ns 
to  build  three  (3)  vessels  each  year,  making  in  the  aggregate  8,000  tons  of  displaee- 
ment. 

2.  If,  in  addition  to  the  usual  appropriation  reouired  for  repairs,  $3,000,000  is  appio- 
priated,  it  should  be  expended  in  building  three  (3)  ships,  of  3,500  tons,  2,500  tons,  and 
2,000  tons,  respectively,  and  fitting  them  for  sea. 

3.  Referring  to  the  interrogatory  as  to  the  efficiency  of  the  present  naval  vessels,  and 
repairs  necessary  for  their  maintenance,  I  respectfully  forward  herewith  a  tabular  state- 
ment of  the  vessels  now  belonging  to  the  servioe,  showing  their  condition  and  how 
they  are  employed. 

When  a  careful  survey  shows  that  the  cost  of  repairs  of  any  vessel  will  amount  to 
50  per  cent,  of  her  original  cost,  she  should  be  condemned  and  broken  op,  or  sold ; 
always,  however,  retaining  sufficient  vessels  for  receiving,  practice,  training,  and  store- 
ships. 

For  the  first  year,  in  addition  to  the  usual  appropriation  for  repairs  necessary  te 
keep  in  commission  the  vessels  actually  required,  there  should  be  an  appropriation  of 
$5,000,000  for  the  purpose  of  finishing  the  Amphitrite,  Puritan,  Miantonomok,  Tenor, 
Monadnock,  New  York,  and  Mohican,  and  for  repairing  the  Florida  and  Dictator. 

Before  completing  the  monitors,  a  board  of  naval  constructors  should  inspect  them 
and  make  sncn  suggestions  as  to  their  strength  and  efficiency  as  they  may  deem  nec- 
essary^ and  also  estimate  the  cost  of  compleung  them. 

During  the  year  necessary  to  complete  the  above-named  vessels,  designs  should  be 
prepared  for  the  new  ships  suggested  for  the  following  year. 
No  addition  to  the  torpedo-boats  is  recommended  at  present. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  EASBY, 

Naval  Consirueiar. 
Hon.  R.  W.  Thompson, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


No.  8. 


We  have  in  our  Navy  twenty-two  vessels  which  should  be  broken  up  or  sold ;  some 
of  them  are  worn  out  and  unfit  for  further  repairs,  others  have  rotted  on  the  stocks, 
and  others  are  of  a  build  now  considered  obsolete.    These  vess^tis  are  as  follows : 


Name. 


Xiagara  .... 

CoDDeoticat 

Iowa....;... 


Java 

PoDnsylvaDia 
SaBqaehMima 


Congress  .... 
Worcester . . . 

Kansas 

Saoo 

Nyack 

Shawmat  — 

Frolic 

New  Orleans. 

Sabine 

Crane 

Virginia 

Colossus 


Massachasetts 

Oregon 

Roanoke 

Burlington 


Gnns. 


13 
81 
83 


91 
21 
S3 

16 
15 
3 
3 
3 
3 
8 


2U 
2 


10 

4 

4 

6 


Displace 
ment. 


5^440 

4,450 

4.000 

4.000 
4,000 
3,9ri0 

3,050 

3,050 

900 

900 

900 

900 

1,3()0 

4.200 

2,45() 

950 


When  bnilt 


1855 

Not  finished 

1864 

Not  finished 

Not  finished 

1850 

1867 

lh66 

1863 

1863 

1863 

1863 
Captured  . . . 
Not  finished 

1855 

1837 

1818 
Not  finished 

Not  finished 
Not  finibhed 

1865 
Porohased  .. 


Present  location. 


Boston 

do 

....do 

New  York 

Boston , 

New  York 

Kittery 

Noifolk 

Kittery , 

Mare  Island  .... 

-do 

Norfolk 

Washington 

Sacket'sHarbor 

Kitterv.  ..   

Mare  island  . . . . 

Boston 

New  York 

Kittery 

Boston , 

Chester.  Pa 

League  Island  . . 


Remarks. 


Much  of  deck  and  inside  pJank 

olf. 
On  stoeks ;  frame  of  whits  oak 

and  rotting. 
White  oak ;  too  far  gone  to  be  re^ 

paired. 
Wnite  oak ;  on  stocks ;  rotting. 

Do. 
Partly  stripped  of  plank;  not 

worth  repairs. 
White  oak;  unfit  for  repairs. 

Do. 
Not  worth  repairs. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Old,  expensive,  and  much  worn. 
Not  worth  finishing. 
Not  worth  repairing. 

Do. 
On  stocks;  partly  broken  np. 
On  stocks ;  much  deoayed ;  not 
worth  finishing. 
On  stocks ;  not  worth  flnlshiBf  , 

Do. 
To  bo  broken  np;  hull  rottoi. 
Ferry-boat;  unfit  for  naval  por- 
pofloa. 
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Tweoty-fonr  are  employed  as  receiving,  training,  school,  practice,  store  ships,  Ac, 
as  follows : 


Name. 

Gana. 

Displaoe- 
meat. 

When  bnilt. 

Present  location. 

Remarks. 

Colorado 

46 
39 
46 
45 
15 

5 
16 
10 

6 
99 
48 

4.700 
5.170 
4.700 
4,650 
4.150 
4,950 
4.150 
1,886 
9.900 
3.970 
9.430 
9.330 
1,195 

1,150 

1,095 
830 

1,095 
675 

1.650 
*995 
•704 
*468 
*547 

4,000 

1855 
1854 
1855 
1855 
1818 
1890 
1848 
1854 
1797 
1814 
1855 
1849 
1843 

1844 
1M9 
1898 
1844 
1899 
1858 
Pnrohased . . 

New  York 

Norfolk 

ReceiTing-ship. 
Do. 

FrankHn 

Minneaotft 

Wabash 

New  York 

Boston 

Training*ship. 

ReceiTing.ship. 

Store-ship. 

Intended  for  reoeiving>ship. 

Reoeiving-ship. 

Practic»«hip. 

Training-ship. 

ReceiTingship. 

Gnnnery-ship. 

For  ordnance  purposes. 

TrainiDg.ship  en  route  for  New 

York. 
Marine  school 
Training-ship. 
ReoeiTing-ship. 
Marine  school. 
Instruotion-ship. 
Store-ship. 

Used  occasionally  as  a  store  ship. 
Store-ship. 
Receiying-ship. 
Fitting  out  for  French  Exposi* 

tion. 
Store-ship ;  used  as  store-house. 

New  Hampshire . 
Ohio 

Port  Royal 

Boston 

Yemont 

New  York 

AnnApoHs 

Leagae  laland  — 

Mare  Island 

Annapolis 

Norfolk 

CoosMlUidon 

Coostitetion 

iBdepeodence 

San tee 

SsTannah 

Portamoath 

14 

16 

4 

Jamestown 

Saratoff* 

San  Francisco 

Norfolk.  

Leajnie  Island 

New  York 

Annapolis 

Port  Royal 

SLLoois 

St  Mary's 

Dale... 

16 
8 
9 
9 
3 
9 
9 

91 

Pawnee. ......... 

Goard    

Onwsrd 

Parohaaed . . 

1836 
1846 

1675 

Gallao 

Kelief 

Washinston 

New  Yerk 

League  Island 

SapplTl 

Antietam 

*  Tonnage. 
There  are  five  vessels  nndergoin^^  repairs,  viz : 


Name.                Guns. 

Displace- 
ment. 

When 
built. 

Present  location. 

Estimated  cost 
by  surrey. 

iDate. 

Bichmond 

14 
19 
19 
11 
10 

9.700 
9.400 
9.400 
9.990 
9.130 

1858 
1868 
1868 
1869 
1869 

Boston 

$196,009 

99,945 

56,575 

119.333 

48.339 

Sept.  97, 1877 
Oct.    18,1876 
Jan.     7. 1876 
Sept    3.1877 
Not.  94, 1875 

AU&ka 

New  York. 

Benicia 

Mare  Island 

Klttery 

Tiooodtrroga 

r.An#n4aigna    x . . . 

Norfolk 

Eleven  awaiting  repairs,  viz : 


Name. 


Florida 

laocMter* 

firwklyn 

Sbeoaodoah... 

JosiaU 

Iroquois 

Wsehosett... 

Ytstie 

KtrragsaseCtt 

Bistater 

Siogus 


Guns. 


19 

99 

90 

11 

8 

6 

6 

3 

5 

9 

9 


DisphMse- 

When 

ment. 

built. 

4.990 

1863 

3,250 

1858 

3.000 

1858 

9.10U 

1869 

1.900 

1869 

1,575 

1859 

1,575 

1861 

900 

1864 

1,935 

1858 

4.500 

1864 

9.100 

1864 

Present  location. 


New  York.... 

Kitterv   

New  York 

do 

Norfolk 

Mare  Island 

Boetou 

Washington  .. 
Mare  Island  . . 
League  laland 
Washington  . . 


Estimated  cost 
by  survey. 


1950.000 
691.350 
38,330 
43,954 
94. 945 
91.000 
39,418 
17,587 
66,500 

:350,000 


Date. 


July 
Mar. 

July 

May 

Oct. 

June 

Jan. 

June 

July 


16.1877 
90.1rt76 
99,1876 

4,1874 
13,1876 
98,1879 
15, 1875 

9,1877 
99.1875 


'  Estimate  probably  too  large.    1  Tbis  ship  will  probably  be  condemned.    ;  Supposed  cost  to  repair. 

Ten  building,  viz : 


Name. 

Guna. 

Displace- 
ment. 

When 
bnilt. 

Present  location. 

Remarks. 

Xew  York 

91 

8 
8 
8 
6 

4 
4 
4 
9 

4 

4,070 
1,900 
1,900 
1.900 
1.375 
3, 815 
3.815 
3,815 
*6,900 
3.815 

New  York 

Leagae  Island  — 
Norfolk 

Work  suspended. 

Qoiftnebanf 

Probable  completion,  May,  1878. 

Galena.  .!?..:.....:... 

Probsble  completion,  Sept.,  1878. 
Work  suspended. 

Mokiean 

Mare  Island 

Washington 

Wilmington 

Chester 

Xipnie 

Probable  completion,  June,  1878. 
Work  suspended. 

iaDhitrtte 

Kiuitonomoh      ........ 

Progressing  slowly. 
Partly  suspended. 

l^AnadiMmk        

Yallejo 

"Htan r 

Chester 

Work  suspended. 

terror.. .J... 

PhiUdelphia 

Do. 

H.  Bep.  662 
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Twenty-nine  craising  vessels,  one  steamboat,  thirteen  monitors,  and 
two  torpedo-boats  are  in  commission,  viz: 


Name. 


Tennessee . . . 
PensacoU.... 

Hartford 

Trenton 

Powhatan  . . . 

Omaha 

Plymouth  — 
Laokawanna. 
Ifonongahela 

Oasipee 

Swatara 

Vandalia 

Marion 

Wyoming.... 
Tnacarora . . . 
Kearearge . . . 

Adams 

Alliance 

Bssex 

Bnterprlse. . . 
Ashoelot .... 
If  onocacy . . . 

Alert 

Banffer 

If  icnisan 

Gettysbarg . . 
Tallapoosa . . . 

Palos 

Despatch.... 


Gone. 

Displace- 
ment. 

:i 

4,840 

^ 

3,000 

18 

3,900 

ir 

3,^00 

17 

3,9e0 

19 

1400 
7400 

19 

10 

»^0 

U 

U,   00 

8 

1,9C0 

8 

1,900 

8 

ioto 

8 

1,900 

6 

1,560 

« 

1,560 

6 

1,550 

6 

1,375 

6 

1.375 

6 

1,375 

6 

1,375 

6 

1,370 

6 

1,370 

4 

1,030 

4 

1.090 

8 

685 

3 

1,100 

9 

1,970 

6 

490 

4 

*730 

When  bailt 


1863 

1858 

1858 

1876 

1850 

1869 

1868 

1869 

1869 

1861 

1879 

1875 

1875 

1P58 

1861 

1861 

1874 

1875 

1874 

1874 

1865 

1866 

1874 

1874 

1844 
Captured.. 

1863 

1866 
Parchased. 


Present  location,  or  station. 


Asiatic  station 

Flag-ship,  North  Pacific 

Flagship, Sonth  Atlantic  .... 

Flag-ship,  Enropean 

Flag-ship,  North  Atlantic... 

Flag-ship.  Ronth  Pacific 

North  A  tlantic  station 

North  Pacific  stotion 

Asiatic  station , 

North  A  tlantic  station , 

do 

Eoropean  station , 

Washington  yard 

Pacific  station 

Asiatic  station  .... 

South  Atlantic  station 

European  station 

South  Atlantic  station 

North  Atlantic  station 

Asiatic  station 

do 

do 

do 

Erie.  Pa 

Mediterranean 

Dispatch  vessel 

Asiatic  station 

Europe 


Remarks. 


Ordered  home. 


Ordered  bomei 


Just  retam'd  hooie. 


♦Tons. 

Thirteen  monitors  in  commission,  viz: 


Name. 


AJax 

Canonicus . 
Camanche . 
CaUkiU... 

Jason 

Lehigh  .... 
Mahopao . . 
Manhattan 
Montauk  .. 
Nahant.... 
Nantucket. 

Passaic 

Wyandotte 


Guns. 


9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 


Displace- 
ment. 


9,100 
9.100 
1,875 
1,875 
1,875 
1,375 
9,100 
9,100 
1,875 
1,875 
1,875 
1.875 
9,100 


When  built. 


1865 
1664 
1865 
1863 
ie63 
1863 
1864 
1864 
1869 
1863 
1863 
1869 
1866 


Present  location,  or  statloB. 


James  Biver. 
New  Orleans. 
Mare  Island. 
James  Kiver. 
League  Island. 
James  River. 
Norfolk. 

Do. 
Washington. 
League  Island. 
Annapolis. 
Washington. 

Do. 


One  steamboat,  viz: 


Name. 

Guns. 

Displace- 
ment. 

When  built. 

Present  location,  or  station. 

Rio Brftvo  .»,-,r-T 

Purchased. 

Rio  Grande. 

Two  torpedo-boat^^,  viz: 


Name. 


Intrepid 
Alarm.. 


Guns. 


Displace- 
ment. 


1,150 
800 


When  built 


1873 
1«73 


Present  location,  or  station. 


New  York. 
Wasbington. 


There  are  also  twenty-six  tags,  two  of  which,  the  Blae  Light  and  Pil- 
grim, should  be  sold.  The  remainder  are  employed,  undergoing  or 
awaiting  repairs. 
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No.  7. 

Navy  Department, 
Washington,  D,  C,  February  19,  1878. 

?he  board  formed  under  your  iDetractioDS  of  the  14th  January  has  had  under 
m  and  consideration  at  different  times  the  sahjects  directed  by  that  order,  and, 
the  individnal  opinions  of  the  members  of  the  board,  called  for  by  the  depart- 
\kich  are  herewith  returned  with  duplicate  copies. 

iDdividnal  expreesions  have  more  or  less  actual  agree*  .'Ctft,  and  what  is  oou- 
by  the  writers  as  either  essential  or  very  advantageous  toward  attaining  the 
r^ — the  establishment  of  an  effective  and  an  economic  Navy,  so  far  as  |3,(X@,00(K 
ftl  expenditure  for  construction  will  allow. 

loard,  after  consideration  of  the  several  papers  pre'f^Tited,  find  a  substantial 
mt,  so  far  as  is  herein  given,  of  views  on  the  *'  polic*  /'  u>  De  observed  in  recon- 
g  the  Navy. 

That  with  our  extended  coast-line,  indented  by  deep  bays  not  defensible  by 
tem  of  fortifications,  our  first  duty  is  to  provide  for  an  efficient  coast  defense.  * 
this  can  be  best  effected  by  completing  the  double-turreted  monitors  now 
oustruction  and  arming  them,  and  the  single-turret  vessels  lately  repaired,  with 
it  efficient  rifled  ordnance ;  building  at  once  one  ram  of  not  more  than  2,000 
[placement,  with  great  speed ;  gunboats  of  light  draught,  armed  with  a  heavy 
nd  in  developing  the  system  of  torpedoes  as  applicable  to  tugs  and  other  impro- 
leans  of  offense.  A  special  appropriation  should  be  made  for  these  objects, 
td.  That,  for  the  development  and  protection  of  our  commerce,  we  need  an  ac- 
lising  Navy  of  about  fif^  ships,  with  a  competent  reserve, 
vey  should  be  held  on  all  the  ships  now  in  service,  and  all  such  as  are  of  good 
tclnding  such  as  are  on  the  stocks,  effective  in  speed  and  armament,  should  be 
at  once  in  good  repair,  and  armeid  with  rifled  ordnance.  All  such  as  are  not 
-epair  and  unfit  for  training  or  receiving-ships  or  store  hulks,  to  be  sold, 
heee  repairs  and  rearmament  estimates  have  been  already  made ;  but  for  the 
ry  increase  $3,000,000  per  annum  would  barely  suffice. 

lionld  steadily  keep  in  view  the  fact  that,  as  we  have  no  colonies  to  defend,  our 
s  aggressive,  and  should  be  to  attack  the  commerce  and  undefended  points  of 
ny's  coast,  in  the  event  of  war  with  any  of  the  maritime  powers,  and  to  make  a 
of  force  in  Asiatic  and  South  American  waters,  where  local,  irresponsible  au- 
IS  are  often  guilty  of  aggressions  which  need  prompt  action  for  repression. 
000,000  are  appropriated  annually,  the  board  woula  recommend  that  one-half  of 
a,  viz,  11,500,000,  be  expended  toward  the  completion  of  the  double-turreted 
rs  now  in  process  of  construction,  and  one-half,  viz,  $1,500,000,  toward  the  com- 
of  the  New  York  and  the  repair  of  the  Lancaster  as  flag-ships.  It  is  estimated 
^  this  expenditure  for  two  years  in  succession  the  Navy  would  have  these  mou- 
ld two  flagships  ready  for  service. 

;  these  vessels  are  finished,  the  $3,000,000  could  be  advantageously  expended  in 
bstniction  of  light-draught  gunboats  and  of  cruising  vessels  pro  rata  in  the 
It  classes  in  the  Navy. 

DAN'L  AMMEN, 
Bear-Admiral,  and  Chief  Bureau  Navigation. 

R.  W.  SHUFELDT. 
Cknrmodore.  and  Chief  Bureau  Equipment  and  Recruiting, 

WILLIAM  N.  JEFFER8, 
Captain,  and  Chief  Bureau  Ordnance, 

W.  H.  SHOCK, 
Chief  Bureau  Steam-Engineering, 

J.  W.  EA8BY, 

Naval  Constructor,  U.  S,  N. 
I W.  Thompson, 
^etary  of  the  Navy, 


( 


45th  Conghess,  >    HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES.      (  Report 
U  Semon.       ]  \  No.  663. 


DISTRIBCTION  OP  THE  GENEVA  AWARD. 


April  24,  l^b.-- Recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


Mr.  Knott,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Jadiciary,  sabmitted  the  fol- 
lowing 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  4553.] 

The  Ck)mmittee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  were  referred  sundry  bills  in 
relation  to  the  distribution  of  the  unappropriated  moneys  paid  to  the 
United  States  by  Great  Britain  in  pursuance  of  the  award  made  by 
the  Tribunal  of  Arbitration  at  Geneva,  having  had  the  same  under 
consideration 9  beg  leave  to  report  the  accompanying  bill  with  the  rec- 
ommendation that  it  be  passed,  and  would  respectfully  submit  the 
following  views  in  connection  therewith  : 

It  is,  of  conrse,  impossible  to  arrive  at  any  just  conclusion  as  to  what 
disposition  should  be  made  of  the  unexpended  balance  of  the  fund  de- 
rived from  the  arbitrament  at  Geneva  without  some  understanding  of 
the  origin  and  nature  of  the  claims  for  which  it  was  awarded,  as  well  as 
of  the  facts  which  led  to  the  organization,  and  pertain  to  the  transac- 
tioDs  of  the  tribunal  by  which  the  award  was  made.  It  is  unnecessary, 
however,  to  swell  the  volume  of  this  paper  with  a  minute  history  of  the 
operations  of  the  several  Confederate  cruisers  during  the  late  civil  war, 
or  by  numerous  quotations  from  the  voluminous  correspondence  between 
the  representatives  of  our  own  and  the  British  Government,  with  regard 
to  ^<  what  are  generally  known  as  the  Alabama  claims,"  in  order  to  pre- 
sent the  lights  in  which  those  claims  were  regarded  by  each,  at  the  time 
the  circumstances  which  gave  rise  to  them  occurred.  It  is,  perhaps, 
sufficient  to  state  here  the  general  facts  familiar  to  all,  that  in  oonse- 
qaenceof  the  appearance  upon  the  high  seas  of  the  Alabama,  and  other 
Ooofederate  cruisers,  fitted  out  and  sailed  from  British  waters,  a  large 
portion  of  the  American  commercial  marine  was  speedily  transferred 
to  the  British  flag,  while  such  of  our  shipowners  and  merchants  who 
either  preferred  or  were  compelled  by  circumstances  to  keep  their 
vessels  and  cargoes  under  the  flag  of  their  own  country  were  subjected 
to  the  payment  of  greatly  enhanced  rates  of  insurance,  where  they 
chose  to,  or  could,  insure  at  all.  In  the  mean  while  the  pursuit  of  these 
eraisers  necessarily  compelled  the  expenditure  of  large  sums  of  money 
by  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  thereby  adding  very  largely 
to  the  cost,  while  their  very  presence  upon  the  seas  manifestly  tended 
to  prolong  the  war. 

In  addition  to  this,  these  cruisers,  as  is  well  known,  destroyed  a  large 
onmber  of  vessels,  with  their  cargoes,  belonging  to  American  citizens, 
who  claimed  that  their  losses  resulted  from  the  failure  of  the  British 
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Government  to  properly  discharge  its  duties  asaneatral,  by  negligently 
permitting  the  cruisers  to  be  fitted  out,  supplied,  and  sailed  from  British 
ports ;  and  that,  consequently,  Great  Britain  was  liable  for  the  damages 
they  had  sustained.  In  the  absence  of  all  other  remedy  many  of 
them  sought  the  interposition  of  their  government  for  redress,  and  their 
claims  were  promptly  presented  to  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  for 
satisfaction  as  soon  as  practicable  after  they  accrued. 

Upon  the  presentation  of  each  of  these  claims,  however,  whether  pre- 
ferred in  behalf  of  the  owner  of  the  ship  or  cargo,  or  of  the  insurer 
who  had  paid  the  loss  and  claimed  to  be  subrogated  to  the  rights  of  the 
insured,  the  British  Government  at  once,  and  emphatically  denied  all 
responsibility,  and  after  the  close  of  the  war  a  list  of  them  was  pre- 
pared and  printed  in  the  Department  of  State  under  the  following  head- 
ing, which  clearly  indicates  their  character: 

LIST  OF  CLAIMS   FOR  PROPERTY  DESTROYED  BY  REBEL  CRUISERS  FITTED  OUT  IN  BRTT- 

ISU  PORTS. 

The  followiDg  is  an  abstract  uf  the  claims  filed  in  the  DepartnieDt  of  State,  by 
American  cilizens,  native  and  naturalized,  for  damages  sastaintsd  by  them  as  owDera, 
mariners,  freighters,  or  insarers  of  duly  docomented  American  ships  captured  and 
destroyed,  or  appropriated  by  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  steamer  Alabama,  and  as 
owners,  insurers,  or  otherwise  interested  in  the  cargoes  of  such  ships,  or  in  charter- 
parties  for  the  service  of  said  ships.  The  several  insurance  companies  are  corpora- 
tions organized  and  doing  business  under  the  laws  of  the  several  States  in  whidi  they 
are  respectively  located. 

Similar  headings  were  afQxed  to  the  lists  of  losses  occasioned  by  the 
Florida^  Georgia^  and  Shenandoah.  (See  Appendix  United  States  Claims^ 
vol.  4,  pp.  422,  444.) 

Copies  of  these  lists  were  transmitted  by  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
oar  minister  at  the  Coart  of  St.  Jdmes,  on  the  27th  of  August,  1866, 
with  instructions  to  him  to  call  the  attention  of  Lord  Stanley  to  the 
claims  with  a  View  to  their  settlement.  (United  States  Claims,  t.  3, 
632.)  The  instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  Slate,  and  the  accompany 
ing  lists  of  claims  were  at  once  presented  by  our  minister,  Mr.  Adamit 
to  Lord  Stanley,  which  led  to  the  lengthy  negotiations  which  resalted 
in  the  Jdhnson  Stanley  convention  of  November  10, 1868  (United  States 
Claims,  vol.  3,  p.  701),  and  the  Johnson^Clarendon  conveDtion  of  Janu- 
ary 14, 1869  [lb.  732),  neither  of  which  proved  satisfiaetory  to  the  United 
States,  and  finally  in  what  is  known  as  the  treaty  of  Washington,  con* 
eluded  May  8, 1871. 

In  the  mean  time,  however,  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  his 
annual  message,  December  5,  1870,  after  having  expressed  his  regret 
that  no  conclusion  had  been  reached  ibr  the  adjustment  of  theseclaims, 
recommended  to  Congress  ^^to  authorize  the  appointment  of  a  commis- 
sion to  take  proof  of  theatuounts  and  ownership  of  these  several  claims 
on  notice  to  the  representatives  of  Her  Majesty  at  Washington,  and 
that  authority  be  given  for  the  settlement  of  these  claims  by  the  United 
States,  so  that  the  government  shall  have  the  ownership  of  the  private 
claims  as  well  as  the  responsible  control  of  all  the  demands  against 
Great  Britain.'^    (See  House  Jour.  3d  sess.,  41st  Cong.,  p.  13.) 

The  points  in  the  treaty  of  Washington,  above  alluded  to,  material 
to  the  matter  under  consideration,  are  as  follows : 

1.  In  the  first  article  the  two  powers  agreed  that  claims  growing ootof 
acts  committed  by  said  vessels,  and  generically  known  as  the  *^ Alabama 
Claims,"  should  be  referred  to  a  tribunal  of  arbitration,  to  be  composed 
of  five  arbitrators,  to  be  appointed  in  the  manner  therein  prescribed, 
who,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  next  succeeding  article,  were  to  meet 


Uieir  adjudication  ol'  the  matterB  submitted  to  their  arbitra- 

tbe  seventh  article  tfae  tribanal  was  directed  to  determine  as  to 
sel  ( 1 )  whether  Great  Britain  had,  by  any  act  or  omission,  failed 

any  duty  set  forth  in  the  "  three  rales''  or  recognized  by  the 
!8  of  interoatioiial  law  not  incooaiatent  therewith,  and  to  certify 
^  aa  to  each  vessel ;  and  (2)  in  case  it  ahoald  find  that  Great 
had  failed  to  falflll  any  of  said  duties,  it  might,  if  it  should  think 
irooeed  to  award  a  sum  in  gross,  to  be  paid  by  Great  Btitain  to 
ied  States  for  all  claims  referred  to  it. 

i  in  article  tea  it  was  agreed  that,  should  the  tribunal  find  that 
ritaiu  had  failed  to  fulfill  any  of  said  duties,  and  should  also  fail 
I  a  sum  in  gross,  a  board  of  assessors  should  be  appointed  to  as- 
ind  determine  what  claims  were  valid,  and  what  sums  should  be 
Great  Britain  to  the  United  States  on  account  of  the  liability 
from  the  &ilure  as  to  each  vessel  according  to  the  extent  of  such 
M  decided  by  ike  arbitrators. 

ribunal  of  arbitration  contemplated  in  this  treaty  met  and 
d  at  tbe  place  agreed  upon,  and  the  United  States,  within  the 
cifled,  presented  their  "case,"  exhibiting  a  detailed  statement 
e  claims  which  had  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  government, 

the  cruiser  which  did  the  injury,  the  vessels  destroyed,  the 
daimants  of  the  vessels  and  cargoes,  the  amount  of  insurance 

and  all  the  other  facta  necessary  to  enable  the  tribunal  to  reach 
Bion  as  to  the  amount  of  injury  comtnitted  by  each  cruiser,  and 
8  the  sufferers  thereby.  Besides  these  claims  for  direct  losses, 
ed  States  also  preeeuted  claims  for  uw2treot losses resuttingfiom 
ations  of  the  Confederate  cruisers,  including  the  transfer  of  a 
rt  of  tbe  American  commercial  marine  to  the  British  flag,  the 
i  rates  of  insnrauce,  popluarly  kuown  as  "  war-premiums,"  and 
tion  of  a  large  sum  to  the  cost  of  tbe  war. 
aims  set  up  by  the  United  States  on  account  of  indirect  losses 
1  such  a  decided  opposition  ou  the  part  of  Gceat  Britain  aa 
ed  to  defeat  auv  settiemeut  of  the  differences  between  the  two 
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United  States  in  respect  to  these  claims  they  had  arrived^  individually 
and  collectively,  at  the  conclusion  that  these  claims  did  not  constitute, 
upon  principles  of  international  law  applicable  to  such  cases,  good 
foundation  for  an  award  of  compensation,  or  computation  of  damages 
"between  nations,  and  should,  upon  such  principles,  be  wholly  excluded 
from  the  consideration  of  the  tribunal  in  making  its  award,  even  if 
there  was  no  disagreement  between  the  two  governments  as  to  the  com- 
petency of  the  tribunal  to  decide  thereon."  {Correspondence  respecting 
Geneva  arbitration^  p.  152). 

The  counsel  of  the  United  States  at  once  advised  Mr.  Davis,  the  agent, 
that  this  statement  of  the  tribunal  must  be  accepted  by  the  United  States 
as  determinative  of  its  judgment  upon  the  question  of  public  law  involved, 
and  that  the  United  States  should  announce  to  the  tribunal  that  the 
claims  covered  by  its  opinion  would  not  be  further  insisted  upon  before 
the  tribunal  by  the  United  States,  and  might  be  excluded  from  all  con- 
sideration by  the  tribunal  in  making  its  award.    (Ibid.)    Mr.  Davis    ^ 
immediately  telegraphed  to  Mr.  Fish  not  only  a  copy  of  the  opinion  at    \ 
which  the  tribunal  had  arrived  but  a  statement  of  the  advice  he  had   | 
received  from  the  counsel  of  the  United  States  thereon,  to  which  Mr. 
Fish  replied  instructing  him :  ^^  That  in  accordance  with  such  judgment   ; 
and  opinion,  from  henceforth  he  [the  President]  regards  the  claims  set 
forth  in  the  case  presented  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  for  loss  in   I 
the  transfer  of  the  American  commercial  marine  to  the  British  flag;  the  ! 
enhanced  payment  of  insurance,  and  the  prolongation  of  the  war  and  j 
the  addition  of  a  large  sum  to  the  cost  of  the  war,  and  the  suppression 
of  the  rebellion  as  adjudicated  and  disposed  of;   and  that  conse-   i 
fluently  they  will  not  be  further  insisted  upon  before  the  tribunal  by  v 
the  United  States,  but  are  henceforth  excluded  from  its  consideration 
by  the  tribunal  in  making  its  award.''    {Correspondence^  152.) 

On  receipt  of  this  instruction  the  agent  of  the  United  States  made 
to  the  tribunal  the  following  statement : 

The  declaration  made  by  thetribanal,  individually  and  collectively,  respecting  tbo 
claims  presented  by  the  United  States  for  the  award  of  the  tribanal  for,  Jir«ty  the  losses 
in  the  transfer  of  the  American  oommercial  marine  to  the  British  flag  ;  secondt  the  en- 
hanced payments  of  insarance ;  and^  third,  the  prolongation  of  the  war  and  the  sup- 
pression of  the  rebellion  is  accepted  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  as  determiQ- 
ative  of  their  judgment  upon  the  important  questions  of  public  law  involved.  The 
agent  of  the  United  States  is  authorized  to  say  that,  consequently,  the  above-mentioned 
claims  will  not  be  further  insisted  upon  before  the  tribunal  by  the  United  States,  aod 
may  be  excluded  from  all  consideration  in  any  award  that  may  be  made.  {i^otocoU  ^h 
p.  21,  vol.  4,  Geneva  Arbitration.) 

Two  days  thereafter  Lord  Tenterden,  the  agent  of  Great  Britain,  filed 
with  the  tribunal  a  "paper  signifying  the  acquiescence  of  his  government 
in  the  views  of  the  tribunal  embraced  in  the  declaration  above  recited; 
and  Count  Sclopis,  the  president  of  the  tribunal,  ^^  on  behalf  of  all  the 
arbitrators,  then  declared  that  said  several  claims  for  indirect  losses 
mentioned  in  the  stat€ment  made  by  the  agent  of  the  United  States 
on  the  25th  instant,  and  referred  to  in  the  statement  just  made  by  the 
agent  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty,  are,  and  from  henceforth  shall  be^ 
wholly  excluded  from  the  consideration  of  the  tribunal,  and  directed 
the  secretary  to  embody  this  declaration  in  the  protocol  of  this  day's 
proceedings."    {Protocol^  vii,  p.  22,  vol.  4.) 

This  difficulty  which  had  seemed  to  seriously  threaten  the  further  cod* 
tinuance  of  the  arbitration  having  been  thus  removed,  the  tribunal,  as 
directed  by  the  seventh  article  of  the  treaty,  proceeded  to  inquire  as  to 
what  particular  cruisers  for  the  depredations  of  which  Great  Britain 
should  be  held  responsible  under  the  three  rules  laid  down  in  article  six^  : 
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d  the  principles  of  pablic  law  not  iDconsistoDt  therewith,  on  account 
her  alleged  negligence ;  taking  up  and  considering  the  case  as  to  each 

the  following-named  vessels  separately,  viz:  The  Florida^  The  Ala- 
iwa,  The  Oeorgia^  The  Sumter^  The  Nashville^  The  Chiclcamauga^  The 
\ilaha99ee^  The  Retribution^  The  Tuscaloosa^  and  The  Shenandoahj  and 
)on  the  qnestion  whether  Great  Britain  had  by  any  act  or  omission 
iled  to  fulfill  any  of  the  duties  set  forth  in  the  three  rules  mentioned  in 
tide  six  of  the  treaty  or  recognized  by  the  principles  of  international 
w  not  inconsistent  therewith,  as  to  each  of  the  following  vessels :  The 
umier.  The  Nashville^  The  Georgia^  The  Tallahassee^  and  The  Chicka- 
^uga^  the  tribanal  unanimously  answered  ^^No."  Upon  the  like  ques- 
on  as  to  The  Retributionj  one  of  the  arbitrators,  Mr.  Adams,  answered 
YeSy  as  to  all  the  acts  of  this  vessel";  and  another,  Mr.  St^emfli, 
Qswered  "Yes,  as  to  the  loss  of  the  Emily  Fisher,''  the  other  three 
Qswering  "  No."  Upon  the  same  question  as  to  The  Alabama  the  tri- 
unal  unanimously  answered  "Yes,"  while  as  to  The  Florida  four  of 
lie  arbitrators  answered  "Yes,'^  and  one,  Sir  Alexander  Cockbum, 
nswered  "No";  and  as  to  The  Shenandoah^  three  of  the  arbitratorSi 
Ir.  Adams,  Mr.  Stsemfli,  and  Count  Sclopis,  answered  "Yes,"  but  only 
>r  the  acts  committed  by  this  vessel  after  her  departure  from  Melbourne 
n  the  18th  of  February,  1865;  the  other  two  voted  "No." 

As  a  question  of  principle  the  tribunal  then  unanimously  declared 
hat  Great  Britain  should  be  considered  as  responsible  for  the  tenders 
a  the  same  degree  as  for  the  vessels  to  which  they  were  attached;  and, 
ipon  the  question  as  to  the  Tuscaloosa^  a  tender  of  the  Alabama^  the  tri- 
mnal  unanimously  answered  "  Yes."  The  same  question  being  taken 
eparately  upon  the  Tacony,  the  Clarence,  and  the  Archer,  tenders  to 
he  Florida,  four  of  the  arbitrators  answered  "  Yes,"  and  one.  Sir  Alex- 
inder  Cock  burn,  answere^l  "  No."    (See  Protocols,  xxv  and  xxvi.) 

Having  thus  determined  that  Great  Britain  was  only  responsible  for 
iie  consequences  of  the  acts  of  the  Alabama,  the  Florida,  and  their 
tenders,  and  of  the  Shenandoah  after  she  left  the  port  of  Melbourne,  and 
baving  already  determined  that  claims  for  indirect  losses  resulting  from 
the  transfer  of  our  commercial  marine  to  the  British  flag,  enhanced  rates 
of  insurance,  or  the  prolongation  and  increased  cost  of  the  war  could  not 
be  considered  by  them,  and  such  claims  having  been  excluded  from 
their  consideration  with  the  assent  of  both  governments,  as  already 
aeeo,  when  the  tribunal  came  to  the  discharge  of  their  next  duty  under 
the  treaty,  namely,  to  ascertain  the  extent  to  which  Great  Britain  was 
liable,  the  only  remaining  basis  upon  which  that  liability  could  be  esti- 
mated was  the  "  direct  claims,"  which  embraced  two  classes :  First, 
claims  for  direct  losses  growing  out  of  the  destruction  of  vessels  and 
their  cargoes  by  the  three  vessels  above  named  and  their  tenders ;  and, 
lecood,  the  expenses  incurred  by  the  United  States  in  pursuit  of  those 
anisers. 

As  to  the  second  class  of  these  direct  claims,  the  judgment  of  the 
ribnnal  was  as  follows: 

Wbere«8,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  particulars  of  the  indemnity  claimed  by  the  United 
tales,  the  costs  of  parsait  of  the  Confederate  cruisers  are  not,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
ribnoal,  properly  distinguishable  from  the  general  expenses  of  the  war  carried  on  by 
be  United  States,  the  tribunal  is  therefore  of  opinion,  by  a  majority  of  three  voices 
)  two,  that  there  is  no  ground  for  awarding  to  the  United  States  any  sum  by  way  of 
Mlenmity  under  this  he^l.    (See  Decision  and  Awards  vol.  4,  p.  53.) 

This  narrowed  the  basis  down  to  the  first  class  of  '^direct  losses,^ 
amely,  those  resulting  directly  from  the  destruction  of  vessels  and 
leir  cargoes  by  the  three  inculpated  cruisers  and  their  tenders,  from 
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Tvhich  the  tribunal  eliminated  tbe  element  of  ^^prospective  earnings^  by 
the  following  decision : 

And  whereas  prospective  earoings  cannot  properly  be  made  the  subject  of  compen- 
eation,  inasmach  as  they  depend  in  their  natnre  upon  future  and  uncertain  contingen- 
cies, the  tribunal  is  unanimously  of  opinion  that  there  is  no  ground  for  awarding  to 
the  United  States  any  sum  by  way  of  indemnity  under  this  head.    (/6.,  53.) 

Having  thus  determined  that  the  extent  of  the  indemnity  claimed  by 
the  United  States  should  be  limited  to  losses  resulting  directly  from  the 
destruction  of  veraels  and  their  cargoes  by  the  three  inculpated  cruisers 
and  their  tenders,  it  only  remained  for  the  tribunal  to  ascertain  and 
award  to  the  United  States  a  sum  in  gross  sufficient  to  cover  these 
losses,  as  it  was  authorized  to  do  by  the  seventh  article  of  the  treaty, 
or  to  remit  the  duty  of  auditing  each  claim  properly  within  the  purview 
of  the  award  to  a  board  of  assessors,  as  provided  in  article  10.  It  is 
proper  to  remark  in  this  connection,  that  Mr.  Fish,  in  a  letter  to  Mr. 
Gushing,  one  of  the  counsel  of  the  United  States,  under  date  December 
8, 1871,  used  the  following  language,  indicating  the  preference  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  in  that  regard : 

The  President  desires  to  have  the  subject  discussed  as  one  between  the  two  govern- 
ments ;  and  he  directs  me  to  urge  upon  you  strongly  to  secure,  if  possible,  the  award  of  a 
sum  in  gross.  In  the  discussion  of  this  question,  and  in  tbe  treatment  of  the  entire  case, 
yon  will  be  careful  not  to  commit  tbe  government  as  to  the  disposition  of  what  mar 
be  awarded,  or  what  may  be  recovered  in  the  event  of  the  appointment  of  the  board 
of  assessors,  mentioned  in  the  tenth  article  of  the  treaty.  It  is  possible  that  there 
may  be  duplicate  claims  for  some  of  the  property  i^eged  to  have  been  captured  and 
destroyed,  as  in  the  cases  of  insurers  and  insured.  The  government  wishes  to  bold 
itself  free  to  decide  as  to  the  rights  and  claims  of  insurers  upon  tbe  termination  of 
the  case.  If  the  value  of  the  property  captured  or  destroyed  be  recovered  in  the  name 
of  the  government,  the  distribution  of  the  amount  recovered  will  be  made  by  tbii 
government  without  committal  as  to  the  mode  of  distribution.  It  is  expected  that  all 
such  committals  wiU  be  avoided.    (Geneva  Award  Papers,  vol.  2,  p.  416.) 

What  may  have  been  the  views  of  the  then  President  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  as  to  what  constituted  the  Oorem- 
ment  of  the  United  States,  or  of  the  rights  and  duties  of  that  goverD* 
ment  in  respect  to  the  moneys  expected  to  be  awarded  by  the  tribunal 
of  arbitration,  or  what  inferences  may  be  drawn  from  the  language  jost 
quoted,  farther  than  as  an  expression  of  the  desire  of  the  President, 
and,  perhaps,  the  Secretary,  that  the  award  should  be  in  gross,  yoor 
committee  deem  it  unnecessary  here  to  discuss.  Suffice  it  to  say,  tbe 
tribunal  itself  came  to  the  conclusion  that,  ^^  in  accordance  with  tb« 
spirit  and  letter  of  the  treaty  of  Washington,  it  was  preferable  to  adopt 
the  form  of  adjudication  of  a  sum  in  gross,  rather  than  to  refer  the  sub- 
ject of  compensation  for  further  discussion  and  deliberation  to  a  board 
of  assessors  as  provided  by  article  ten  of  tbe  treaty,''  and  therefore  pro- 
ceeded to  award  ^^to  the  United  States  a  sum  of  $15,500,000  in  gold  as 
the  indemnity  to  be  paid  by  Great  Britain  to  the  United  States  for  tbe 
satisfaction  of  all  the  claims  referred  to  the  consideration  of  the  tribunal, 
conformable  to  the  provisions  of  Article  VII  of  the  aforesaid  treaty." 
(Decision  and  Award,  vol.  4,  p.  53.) 

The  precise  metbod  by  which  this  result  was  reached  by  the  tribunal 
does  not  appear  on  its  record,  nor  is  it  apparent  by  what  consideration 
the  arbitrators  were  influenced  to  award  a  sum  in  gross,  further  than 
may  be  inferred  from  their  own  statement  quoted  above  that  it  was  pref- 
erable to  adopt  that  form  of  adjudication  '*  rather  than  to  refer  the  sub- 
ject of  compensation  for  further  discussion  and  deliberation  to  a  board 
of  assessors,"  coupled  with  the  following  extract  copied  from  the  argn- 


18  thnt  by  awarding  a  gross  sum  to  be  distributed  by  sach  a  tri- 
18  the  Govern  men  t  of  the  United  States  might  itself  provide, 
AgreemeDts,  difficulties,  and  delays  which  would  be  likely  to 
a  discussion  of  the  details  of  each  particular  case  before  asses- 
difFerent  nationalities,  conducted  by  Americao  couDsel  on  the 
B  and  British  counsel  on  the  other,  might  be  obviated.  And  it 
ubtless  for  the  same  reason  that  the  agent  and  counsel  of  the 
States,  as  Mr.  Davis  says  iu  his  report  to  the  State  Department 
p.  8),  "devoted  their  energies  toward  neunring  auck  a  sum  as 
be  practically  an  indemnity  to  the  sufferers." 

uticipation  of  the  payment  by  Great  Britain  of  the  sum  thns 
d  to  the  United  States,  sundry  bills  were  introduced  into  the 
ecoad  Congress  looking  to  the  establishment  of  some  sort  of  tri- 
or its  adjudication  and  distribntion.  Une  of  these  passed  the 
and  another  the  Honse.  Subsequently  aoommittee  of  conference 
pointed  upon  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  houses,  who  fiually 
Qpon  and  reported  a  bill  which  was  passed  and  approved  Mnroh 
,  providing  that  immediately  upon  the  payment  of  the  sum  of 
awarded  to  the  United  states  by  the  tribunal  of  arbitration  at 
^  the  same  should  be  paid  into  the  Treasury,  and  used  to  redeem, 
M  it  might,  the  public  debt  of  the  United  States,  and  that  an 
t  equal  to  the  debt  so  redeemed  should  be  invested  in  the  5  per 
)gist«red  bonds  of  the  United  States,  to  be  held  subject  to  the  fu- 
BpositioD  of  Congress.  The  investment  was  acoordingly  made, 
as  the  matter  stood  until  the  assembling  of  the  Forty-third  Con- 
n  the  first  session  of  which  numerous  propositions  were  pre- 
,  looking  to  the  adjudication  and  distribution  of  the  fund. 
D  what  disposition  should  be  made  of  it,  however,  there  existed 
the  ablest  and  best-enlightened  legal  minds  of  the  country,  who 
ren  the  subject  the  most  careful  and  elaborate  consideration,  tJie 
diversity  of  opinion,  resulting  to  some  extent,  no  doubt,  from  a 
ice  in  the  various  iut«reats  resi>ectively  represented  by  them, 
natance,  there  were  those  who  contended  with  great  earnestness 
al  that  the  claims  out  of  which  this  fund  arose  "were  all  pre- 
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lation  of  creditor  and  debtor  existed  between  the  claimant  and  the  gov- 
ernment. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  were  those  who,  while  admitting  that  the 
fond  belonged  absolutely  to  the  United  States  **as  a  nation,'' contended 
with  equal  zeal  and  ability  that  it  was  competent  for  Congress  to  dis- 
tribute it  ex  gratia  among  such  of  the  citizens  of  the  country  who  had  suf- 
fered injury  from  the  operations  of  the  Confederate  cruisers,  or  by  reason 
of  their  presence  on  the  high  seas,  as,  in  its  judgment,  might  seem 
proper  under  all  the  circumstances,  whether  such  injury  was  inflicted 
by  one  of  the  vessels  for  whose  acts  Great  Britain  was  held  responsible, 
or  any  of  those  for  whose  transactions  she  was  exculpated  by  the  judg- 
ment of  the  tribunal,  or  whether  the  nature  of  their  injuries  ''consti- 
tuted, upon  principles  of  international  law  applicable  to  such  cases,  good 
foundation  for  an  award  of  compensation,  or  computation  of  damages 
between  nations''  or  not,  and  without  reference  to  whether  their  claims 
had  been  considered,  or  excluded  by  the  arbitrators  at  Geneva. 

Under  this  view  it  was  urged,  with  singular  earnestness  and  force, 
that  there  were  two. classes  of  sufferers  whose  claims  were  peculiarly  en- 
titled to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  government:  first,  those  whose 
vessels  and  cargoes  had  been  captured  or  destroyed  by  the  <'  exculpated 
cruisers;"  and  second,  those  who,  in  order  to  keep  their  ships  afloat  under 
the  flag  of  their  country,  had  been  compelled  to  pay  largely  enhanced 
rates  of  insurance. 

In  behalf  of  the  former  it  was  maintained  that  the  loss  of  the  owner 
whose  vessel  was  destroyed  by  an  '^  exculpated  cruiser"  was  as  great  as 
if  such  cruiser  had  been  inculpated;  and  as  grievous  if  the  destruction 
had  been  caused  by  the  Shenandoah  eight  and  forty  hours  before  she 
entered  the  port  of  Melt)ourne  as  if  it  had  occurred  a  week  or  a  fortnight 
afterward ;  and  for  the  latter  it  was  claimed  that  those  exorbitant  rates 
of  insurance  resulted  directly  from  the  acts  or  omissions  of  Great  Britain 
in  permitting  the  cruisers  to  be  fitted  out  and  sailed  from  her  waters, 
while  the  parties  who  were  compelled  to  pay  them  could  hope  to  derive 
no  possible  profit  therefrom,  but  merely  an  indemnification  from  loss, 
and  while  the  exigency  which  demanded  this  extraordinary  expenditure 
by  the  merchant  originated  in  no  fault  of  his  own ;  that  it  was  not  even 
optional  with  him  whether  he  would  engage  in  ocean-borne  commerce  or 
not,  for  the  insurgent  cruisers  found  his  fortune  embarked  in  it  when 
they  first  vexed  the  face  of  the  deep ;  and  his  vessel,  if  abroad,  was  sub- 
ject to  capture  and  destruction  on  its  homeward  voyage,  or,  if  at  home, 
it  must  rot  piece-meal  at  the  wharf  or  brave  '*  not  only  the  perils  of  the 
sea,  but  the  peril  of  capture";  that  he  was  therefore  obliged  to  pay 
these  enhanced  rates  of  insurance,  or  lose  his  vessel  at  home,  or  incur 
the  risk  of  losing  it  abroad ;  and  while  he  was  thus  at  the  mercy  of  the 
underwriter,  who  could  demand  such  premium  as  he  chose,  '^  he  coald 
not  charge  the  premium  so  paid  either  upon  his  freights  or  in  the  profits 
on  his  goods,  because  a  large  portion  of  the  American  tonnage  was  trans- 
ferred to  a  foreign  flag ;  and,  moreover,  the  foreign  vessel,  paying  no 
war  premium,  taking  no  risk  of  capture,  did  the  carrying-trade  of  the 
world  in  competition  with  the  American  shipowner,  who  had  to  bring 
his  freights  down  not  only  to  a  level  with  the  freights  of  the  neutral, 
but  still  lower,  so  as  to  enable  the  shipper  to  pay  his  war  premium  also 
upon  his  goods." 

In  conflict  with  these  views,  it  was  contended  by  others  that  the  alle- 
giance of  the  citizen  and  protection  of  the  state  were  the  reciprocal 
obligations  of  the  social  compact;  that  although  the  individual  citizen 
had  not  the  power  to  enforce  its  performance,  it  was  nevertheless  the 
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highest  moral  daty  of  the  governuieDt  to  protect  him  in  the  possession 
and  enjoyment  of  his  property  from  wrong  and  depredation  at  home 
by  the  just  administration  of  adequate  municipal  laws,  and  from  capture 
and  spoliation  abroad  by  interposing  in  his  behalf  and  demanding  rep- 
aration for  him  from  the  nation  responsible  for  the  wrong,  enforcing  that 
demand,  if  needs  be,  by  ^^the  last  argument  to  which  kings  resort"; 
that  having  thus  obtained  redress  from  a  foreign  country  for  an 
injury  to  one  of  its  citizens,  although  demanded  and  received  by  it 
^<  as  a  nation  from  a  nation,"  the  government  had  no  more  right,  in 
natural  equity,  to  appropriate  the  money  so  received  to  its  own  use^ 
or  to  apply  it  in  payment  of  the  claims  of  those  for  whose  benefit  it 
had  not  been  awarded,  than  it  had  to  seize  his  property  for  public  use 
without  compensation,  or  to  confiscate  his  estate  for  the  promotion  or 
endowment  of  some  private  charity ;  but  was  under  the  strongest  obli- 
gation that  justice,  honor,  morality,  and  the  soundest  principles  of  an 
enlightened  public  policy  could  impose  to  pay  it  to  him,  and  to  him  only^ 
for  whose  indemnity  it  was  demanded,  upon  whose  loss  it  was  computed, 
and  for  whose  satisfaction  it  was  adjudged. 

Their  theory  was  clearly  and  succinctly  expressed  by  Mr.  Caleb  Gush- 
ing, the  senior  counsel  of  the  United  States  at  Geneva,  in  a  letter  dated 
October  17, 1872,  while  the  laurels  of  his  most  famous  forensic  triumph 
were  yet  fresh  and  green  upon  his  brow,  when  he  was  perhaps  more 
familiar  with  the  subject  of  which  he  was  writing  than  auy  other  man 
living,  and  when  he  said  that — 

lo  the  case  of  the  ''Alahama  claims/'  the  Uuited  States  will  have  in  their  bands  a 
definite  sam  of  money,  awarded  against  England  by  the  tribunal  of  arbitration,  and 
paid  OTer  by  England  to  the  UnitMl  States  for  distribution  among  the  parties  interested 
woordimg  to  the  award  of  the  tribunal    •    •     »     . 

The  tribunal,  in  the  first  place,  adjudged  Great  Britain  to  be  guilty  in  respect  of 
captures  made  by  the  Alabama  and  the  Florida  and  their  tenders,  and  by  the  Shenandoah 
after  her  departure  from  Melbourne. 

The  tribunal,  in  the  second  place,  examined  and  scrutinized  the  schedules  and  esti- 
mates of  individual  losses  presented  by  the  United  States,  and  on  the  inspection  thereof^ 
awarded  a  sum  in  gross  which  they  conceived  to  be  sufficient  (and  which  I  think  ia 
sofficient)  to  afiford  a  just  indemnity  to  the  injured  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

This  gross  sum  will  within  the  year  be  paid  by  Great  Britain  to  the  United  States, 
with  interest  on  any  delay ;  it  will  be  received  and  held  by  the  United  States  as  a 
trust  fund,  to  be  distributed  among  parties  interested,  conformably  to  the  tenor  and 
spirit  of  the  award  of  the  tribunal ;  and  the  government  will  be  bound  to  make  such 
distribution  promptly  and  justly  by  the  moral  force  of  its  duty  of  good  faith  to  En- 
gland and  its  obligatipns  to  fulfill  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  of  Washington. 

There  is  no  contingency  or  uncertainty  in  all  this.  Yon  and  the  other  parties  irr 
interest  may,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say,  rest  assured  of  the  honor  and  good  faith  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  in  this  respect  with  just  as  much  of  certitude  as  in 
the  payment  of  the  gold  bonds  of  the  government. 

As  a  corroUary  to  this  general  proposition,  that  this  **  gross  sum  '* 
was  "  received  and  held  by  the  United  States  as  a  tnist  fund,  to  be 
distribated  among  the  parties  interested,  conformably  to  the  tenor  and 
spirit  of  the  award  of  the  tribunal,''  it  was  claimed  that  those  who  had 
saffered  losses  directly  from  the  acts  of  the  three  *' inculpated  cruis- 
ers," under  the  circumstances  in  which  Great  Britain  was  held  respon- 
sible for  their  transactions,  had  a  paramount  claim  to  the  money 
awarded  ;  because,  1st,  it  was  for  such  losses  and  such  losses  alone  that 
Great  Britain  was  held  liable ;  and,  2d,  they  constituted  the  sole  basis 
for  the  computation  of  the  *^  gross  sum,"  which  must,  therefore,  have  been 
awarded  with  the  view  of  their  payment ;  an(\  that  the  insurer  who  had 
paid  SDch  a  loss  was  entitled,  upon  principles  of  natural  equity  repeat- 
edly recognized  by  the  most  enlightened  tribunals  of  both  countries,  to 
be  subrogated  to  all  the  rights  of  the  original  loser  in  respect  of  the 
thing  lost. 
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Another  conclnsion  from  the  premises  assumed  by  this  class  was,  that 
no  safferer  by  any  other  cruiser  than  the  AUibama^  or  the  Florida^  or 
their  tenders,  or  by  the  Shenandoah  after  her  departure  from  the  port  of 
Melbourne,  was  entitled  to  or  bad  any  claim  to  any  portion  of  this  fund, 
for  the  reason  that  the  tribunal  had  expressly  decided  that  Great  Britain 
was  under  no  obligation  whatever  to  pay  any  such  loss,  and  because  no 
such  loss  was  contemplated  by  the  arbitrators,  or  constituted  any  ele- 
ment in  the  computation  of  the  sum  awarded.  And,  moreover,  that  no 
person  could  have  any  claim  upon  any  part  of  this  money  on  account  of 
any  enhanced  rate  of  insurance  or  war  premium  paid  by  him,  not  only 
because  the  tribunal  of  arbitration  had  unanimously  decided  to  exclude, 
and  did  exclude,  with  the  approval  of  both  governments,  all  such  claims 
from  any  consideration  in  making  its  award,  on  the  ground  that  such 
claims  did  <^  not  constitute,  upon  the  principles  of  international  law  ap- 
plicable to  the  case,  good  foundation  for  an  award  of  compensation  or 
computation  of  damages  between  nations''  (see  protocols  v,  vi,  and  vii, 
cited  8upra)y  but  because  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  when 
it  presented  such  claims  to  the  consideration  of  the  tribunal,  neither  ex- 
pected nor  desired  any  pecuniary  compensation  to  be  awarded  therefor, 
but  only  presented  them  in  order  to  have  the  liability  of  a  neutral  for 
claims  of  that  character  adjudicated  and  settled.* 

On  the  other  hand,  those  who  held  that  it  was  competent  for  the  gov- 
ernment to  distribute  this  fund  ex  gratia  to  whomsoever  it  might  see 
proper,  urged  with  great  earnestness  and  force  that  of  all  claims  that 
could  be  presented  for  any  part  of  this  fund  that  of  the  insurer  might, 
and  in  many  instances  would,  be  the  most  inequitable  and  unconscieo- 
tious ;  for  if  the  amount  of  his  premiums  or  other  profits  in  respect  to 
or  on  account  of  his  war  risks  had  exceeded  the  sum  of  his  losses  on 
account  of  such  risks,  he  was  an  absolute  gainer,  instead  of  having  been 
a  sufferer,  from  the  Oi>erations  of  the  Confederate  cruisers  upon  the  high 
seas. 

As  was  natural  under  such  a  contrariety  of  opinion,  the  entire  subject, 
in  all  its  aspects,  underwent  a  most  learned  and  elaborate  discussion. 
Carefully  prepared  reports  were  presented,  in  which  the  different  views 
with  regard  to  the  proper  distribution  of  the  fund  were  argued  with 
singular  clearness  and  force.  Conferences  were  had  upon  the  disagree- 
ing votes  of  the  two  houses,  and  the  final  result  was  the  passage  of  an 
act  approved  June  24, 1874,  creating  a  court  to  be  known  as  the  '^  Court 

*  Mr.  FiBb,  in  his  telegram  to  Mr.  Davis,  the  a^eot  of  the  United  Stat-es  at  Oeneya, 
of  JuDe  22,  1872,  already  quoted  in  thiti  report,  said,  *'I  have  laid  your  telegram  before 
the  President,  who  directs  me  to  say  that  he  accepts  the  declaration  of  the  tribunal  as 
its  -judgment  upon  a  question  of  public  law  which  he  had  felt  that  the  interest  of 
both  governments  required  should  be  decided,  and  for  the  determination  of  which  he 
had  felt  it  important  to  present  the  claims  referred  to  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the 
opinion  of  the  tribunal.  This  is  the  attainment  of  an  end  which  this  government  had  in 
view  in  th^  putting  forth  of  those  claims.  We  had  no  desire  for  a  pecuniary  award,  hut  de- 
sired an  expression  by  the  trihunal  as  to  the  liability  of  neutrals  for  claims  of  thai  oharacier. 
The  President,  therefore,  further  accepts  the  opinion  and  advice  of  the  coansel  as  set 
forth  above,  and  authorizes  the  announcement  to  the  tribunal  that  he  accepts  their 
declaration  as  determination  of  their  judgment  upon  the  important  question  of  public 
law  upon  which  he  felt  it  his  dnty  to  seek  the  expression  of  their  opinion,  and  that  in 
accordance  with  such  Jndgment  and  opinion,  from  henceforth,  he  regards  the  claims 
set  forth  in  the  case  presented  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  for  loss  in  the  transfer 
of  the  American  commercial  marine  to  the  British  flag,  the  enhanced paymsnU  of  insuranee, 
and  the  prolongation  of  the  war,  and  the  addition  of  a  large  sum  to  the  cost  of  the 
war,  and  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion  as  adjudicated  and  disposed  of;  and  that,  con- 
seqnently,  they  will  not  be  further  insisted  upon  before  the  tribunal  by  the  United 
States,  bat  are  henceforth  excluded  from  its  consideration  by  the  tri banal  la  making 
its  award.'    (Papers,  vol.  ii,  p. 579.) 
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of  Commissiouers  of  Alabama  Gl^ms,"  making  it  tbe  daty  of  that  court  to 
receive  and  examine  all  claims  admissible  under  said  act  that  might  be 
presented  to  it,  directly  resnltint?  from  damage  caused  by  the  so-called 
insargent  cruisers  Alahamay  Florida^  and  their  tenders,  and  by  the 
Shenmtdoah  after  her  departure  from  Melbourne,  on  the  ISthof  Feb- 
ruary, 1865,  and  to  decide  upon  the  amount  and  validity  of  such  claims 
in  conformity  with  the  provisions  thereinafter  contained,  and  according 
to  the  iirinciples  of  law,  and  the  merits  of  the  several  cases,  requiring 
all  such  claims  to  be  verified  by  the  oath  of  the  claimant,  and  filed 
within  said  court  within  six  months  after  the  organization  thereof,  and 
providing  that  no  claims  should  be  admissible  or  allowed  by  said  court 
for  any  loss  or  damage  for  which  the  claimant  had  received  compensa- 
tion or  indemnity  from  an  insurance  company  or  otherwise,  except  in 
cases  where  the  compensation  or  indemnity  so  received  was  not  equal  to 
the  loss  or  damage  actually  suffered,  in  which  an  allowance  might  be 
made  for  the  difference ;  and  also  expressly  excluding  from  allowance 
all  claims  in  respect  to  or  on  accountof  unearned  freights,  gross  freights, 
prospective  i>rotits,  freights,  gains,  or  advantages,  or  for  wages  of  offi- 
cers or  seamen  for  a  longer  time  than  one  year  next  after  the  breaking 
np  of  a  voyage  by  the  act  of  some  one  of  the  cruisers  mentioned,  or  in 
behalf  of  any  insurer  or  insurance  company,  unless  such  claimant 
should  show  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  court  that  during  the  rebellion 
tbe  sum  of  his  or  its  losses  by  reason  of  his  or  its  war  risks  was  greater 
than  the  amount  of  his  or  its  profits  or  other  gains  in  respect  to  such 
risks,  in  which  case  the  court  might  make  an  allowance  to  the  claimant 
not  exceeding  such  excess  of  his  loss,  or  in  favor  of  any  insurance  com- 
pany not  lawfully  existing  at  the  time  of  the  loss  under  the  laws  of 
some  one  of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  person  not  entitled  at  the  time 
of  his  loss  to  the  protection  of  the  United  States  in  the  premises,  or 
of  any  person  who  did  not  at  all  times  during  the  rebellion  bear  true 
allegiance  to  the  United  States. 

By  the  court  organized  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
ciroamscribed  by  the  limitations  and  restrictions  just  recited,  claims 
were  allowed  amounting  to  the  sum  of  $6,183,880,  and  having  by  the 
terms  of  the  act  creating  it,  and  those  of  a  supplemental  act  approved 
July  22, 1876,  extending  its  existence  until  the  1st  of  Januar}"^,  1877, 
expired  by  limitation,  there  is  left  a  balance  of  the  sum,  amounting  to 
$9,316,120,  for  the  distribution  of  which  the  present  Congress  has  been 
called  upon  to  provide  by  the  several  bills  in  relation  theieto  referred 
to  your  committee. 

With  regard  to  this  balance,  however,  Congress  is  confronted  with 
tbe  same  variety  of  conflicting  claims,  and  the  same  diversity  of  opin- 
ion with  respect  thereto  as  at  tbe  outset.    It  is  presumed  that  no  per- 
son has  preferred  a  claim  to  any  portion  of  it  without  being  satisfied  of 
bis  right  to  it,  upon  principles  of  natural  equity  growing  out  of  the  cir- 
camstances  of  the  case.    Yet  it  is  manifest  that  some  of  them  must  be 
wrong,  and  if  any  of  these  claimants  are  entitled  to  this  fund  as  a  mat- 
ter of  right,  it  cannot  be  justly  apportioned  among  others  as  an  act  of 
grace.    In  a  word,  if  it  be  true  that  any  particular  claimant  or  class  of 
claimants  has  an  equitable  right  to  any  portion  of  this  money,  that  right 
must  necessarily  have  resulted  from  certain  principles  of  natural  justice 
or  moral  duty  on  the  part  of  the  government,  existing  at  the  time  the 
claim  accmedi  which  Congress  has  no  moral  power  to  abrogate  or  evade 
by  sabseqaent  legislation,  and  an  attempt  by  Congress  to  divest  any 
soch  rigMj  by  directing  the  distribution  of  the  fund  among  others  not 
entitled  to  it  niK)n  principles  of  natural  equity  equally  clear,  would  be 
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as  repagnant  to  the  spirit  of  our  Constitation  as  it  would  bave  been  to 
have  seized  the  ship  or  other  thiug  in  respect  of  which  the  right  ac- 
crued, for  public  use  without  just  compeusation  to  the  owner.  More- 
over, it  caunot  be  denied  that  the  duty  of  determining  the  right  in  cases 
of  disputed  or  conflicting  claim  pertains  legitimately  to  the  judicial  de- 
partment of  the  government  to  be  performed  by  it,  either  through  the 
instrumentality  of  the  regularly  organized  courts  of  the  bonntry,  or 
such  special  tribunal  as  the  legislative  department  may  see  proper  to 
establish. 

Your  committee  are  therefore  of  the  opinion  that  it  would  not  only  be 
wise  and  just,  but  far  more  in  harmony  with  the  genius  of  our  govern- 
ment, to  remove  all  these  disputed  questions  of  private  right  from  the 
arena  of  legislation,  where  the  judgment  may  be  biased  by  local  inter- 
ests and  personal  prejudice,  or  obscured  by  the  heat  and  confusion  of 
debate,  and  where  the  machinery  is  too  cumbrous  and  complicated,  the 
time  too  limited,  the  opportunity  for  investigation  too  restricted,  and 
the  variety  of  business  too  great,  for  the  proper  administration  of  dis- 
tributive justice,  to  a  forum  where  the  rights  of  all  parties  claiming  an 
interest  in  this  fund  can  be  deliberately  adjudicated  and  determined  by 
an  impartial  and  dispassionate  tribunal,  *^  according  to  the  principles  of 
justice,  equity,  and  the  laws  of  nations." 

Your  committee  are  by  no  means  singular  in  arriving  at  this  conclu- 
sion, nor  is  their  suggestion  at  all  new  or  original  with  themselves.  On 
the  contrary,  it  is  in  exact  harmony  with  the  settled  practice  of  the  gov- 
ernment under  similar  circumstances  for  a  half  century  or  more,  as  may 
be  shown  by  numerous  precedents.  For  instance,  in  pursuance  of  a 
convention  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  at  London,  on 
the  13th  of  November,  1826,  the  latter  paid  to  this  government  the  sum 
of  $1,204,960,  <*  in  lieu  of  and  in  full  and  complete  satisfaction  of  all 
sums  claimed  or  claimable  from  Great  Britain  by  any  person  or  persons 
whatever  under  the  convention^  between  the  two  governments  of  1822. 
In  that  convention  article  4  provided  that,  the  above  sum  '<  being  taken 
as  a  full  and  final  liquidation  of  all  claims  whatsoever  arising  under  the 
said  decision  and  convention,  both  the  final  adjustment  of  those  claims 
and  the  distribution  of  said  sum  should  be  made  in  such  manner  as  the 
United  States  alone  should  determine."  Yet  it  does  not  appear  to  have 
been  even  suggested  that  because  this  sum  was  paid  to  the  United  States 
"  in  gross"  they  could  justly  keep  it,  or  distribute  it  ex  gratia  to  whom- 
soever Congress  in  its  discretion  might  direct.  On  the  contrary,  by  an 
act  of  Congress  approved  March  2,  1827,  a  board,  consisting  of  three 
commissioners  and  one  clerk,  was  created,  which  was  authorized  to  con- 
sider the  evidence  presented  by  the  respective  claimants,  and  "  there- 
upon proceed  to  determine  the  said  claims,  and  to  award  distribution  of 
the  said  fund  among  the  several  claimants  according  to  their  respective 
rights."    (Stat,  at  Large,  vol.  iv,  p.  219.) 

Again,  in  the  first  article  of  the  convention  between  the  United  States 
and  Denmark,  at  Copenhagen,  March  28,  1830,  it  was  agreed  that  the 
King  of  Denmark  should  pay  to  the  government  of  the  United  States 
the  sum  of  six  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  Spanish  milled  dollars  on 
account  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  who  had  preferred  claims 
relating  to  the  seizure,  detention,  condemnation,  or  confiscation  of  their 
vessels,  cargoes,  or  property  by  the  public  and  private  armed  ships  or 
by  the  tribunals  of  Denmark,  or  in  the  states  subject  to  the  Danish 
scepter.  By  article  third  it  was  provided  that,  to  ascertain  the  full 
amount  and  validity  of  those  claims,  a  board  of  commissioners,  consisting 
of  three  citizens  of  the  United  States,  should  be  appointed  by  the  Pres- 
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ident,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  "  receive, 
examine,  and  decide  upon  the  amonnt  and  validity  of  all  sach  claims, 
according  to  the  merits  of  the  several  casesj  and  to  justice,  equity,  and  the 
law  of  nations.'"  And  in  parsuance  of  this  provision,  evidently  inserted 
in  the  convention  at  the  suggestion  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  United 
States,  Congress,  by  an  act  approved  March  2, 1831,  provided  for  the 
appointment  of  the  commissioners,  anthorizing  them  to  receive,  examine, 
and  decide  apon  the  amonnt  and  validity  of  all  snch  claims  according 
to  the  merits  of  the  several  cases,  and  to  justice,  equity,  and  the  law  of 
nations.     (8.  L.,  vol.  iv,  p.  446.) 

Again,  in  article  one  of  the  convention  between  the  United  States 
and  France,  signed  at  Paris  on  the  4th  of  July,  1831,  '<  the  French  gov- 
ernment, in  order  to  liberate  itself  completely  from' all  the  reclamations 
preferred  against  it  by  citizens  of  the  United  States  for  unlawful  seiz- 
ures, captures,  sequestrations,  confiscations,  or  destructions  of  their 
vessels,  cargoes,  or  other  property,  engages  to  pay  the  sum  of  25,000,000 
francs  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  who  shall  distribute  it 
among  those  entitled  in  the  manner  and  according  to  the  rules  which  it 
shall  determine."  And  in  order  to  provide  for  the  distribution  of  the 
"gross  sum"  thus  derived.  Congress,  by  an  act  approved  July  13, 1832, 
created  a  board,  consisting  of  three  commissioners,  who  were  authorized 
to  receive  and  examine  such  claims  according  to  the  provisions  of  the 
convention,  "  and  the  principles  of  justice,  equity,  and  the  law  of  nations.^ 
(S.  L.,  vol.  4,  p.  574.) 

By  the  first  article  of  the  convention  between  the  United  States  and 
the  kingdom  of  the  Two  Sicilies,  signed  at  Naples  on  the  14th  of  October, 
1832,  the  King,  in  order  to  satisfy  the  claims  of  American  merchants 
xrhose  vessels  and  cargoes  had  been  seized  and  confiscated  or  destroyed 
by  Murat  from  the  year  1809  to  1812  inclusive,  obliged  himself  to  pay 
to  the  United  States  the  sum  of  2,115,000  Neapolitan  ducats,  seven 
thousand  six  hundred  and  seventy-nine  of  which  were  to  reimburse  the 
United  States  for  the  expenses  incurred  by  the  government  in  the  trans- 
portation of  American  seamen  from  the  Kingdom  of  Naples  during  the 
year  1810,  and  the  residue  to  be  distributed  among  the  claimants  by  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  in  such  manner  and  in  accordance  with 
sach  rules  as  it  might  prescribe;  and  in  order  to  ett'ect  the  distribution 
of  that  residue  the  Congress,  by  an  act  approved  March  2, 1833,  estab- 
lished a  commission  of  three  to  receive  and  examine  the  claims  '*  accord- 
ing to  the  provisions  of  the  convention  and  the  principles  of  justice, 
equity,  and  the  law  of  nations.'*    (S.  L.,  vol.  4,  p.  666.) 

In  like  manner  Congress,  by  an  act  approved  June  7, 1836,  authorized 
the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  ap- 
point one  commissioner  to  receive  and  examine  all  claims  presented  to 
him  under  the  convention  between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  signed 
at  Madrid  on  the  17th  of  February,  1834,  ^^ according  to  the  provisions 
of  the  same  and  the  principles  of  justice,  equity,  and  the  law  of  nations^ 
(S.  L.,  vol.  5,  p.  35),  that  convention  having  provided  for  the  payment 
of  the  snm  of  twelve  millions  of  reals  by  Spain  to  the  United  States, 
''to  be  distributed  by  the  Gt>vernment  of  the  United  States  among  the 
claimants  thereto  in  such  manner  as  it  might  deem  just  and  equitable.'' 
On  the  17th  of  March,  1841,  a  convention  between  the  United  States 
and  Pern  was  signed  at  Lima,  in  which  the  Peruvian  Government  stipu- 
lated to  pay  to  the  United  States  $300,000  in  satisfaction  of  various 
claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  on  account  of  seizures,  captures, 
detentions,  sequestrations,  and  confiscations  of  their  vessels,  cargoes, 
and  other  property,  which  should  be  distributed  by  the  Government  of 
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the  United  States  among  the  claimants  in  the  manner  and  according  to 
such  rales  as  it  might  prescribe ;  and  Congress,  by  an  act  approved 
Angnst  8,  1846,  authorized  and  empowered' the  Attorney-General  to 
adjudicate  and  decide  the  claims  that  might  be  presented  under  that 
convention  ^<  according  to  the  merits  of  the  several  cases  and  the  prin- 
ciples of  justice,  equity,  and  the  law  of  nations.'^    (8.  L.,  vol.  9,  p.  80.) 

A  convention  was  concluded  between  the  United  btates  and  Brazil  at 
Eio  Janeiro  on  the  7th  of  January,  1849,  under  somewhat  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances. It  seems  that  the  United  States  were  so  impressed  with 
the  justice  of  certain  claims  for  which  they  demanded  indemnity,  and 
Brazil  so  thoroughly  satisfied  of  their  injustice,  that  they  deemed  it  use- 
less to  go  into  any  examination  of  them  at  all,  but  agreed  upon  the  sum 
of  530,000  milreis,  *^  which  should  comprehend  the  whole  of  the  recla- 
mations whatever  might  be  their  nature  and  amount,  and  as  full  com- 
pensation for  the  indemnifications  claimed  by  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  to  be  paid  in  a  round  sum,  without  reference  to  any  one 
of  said  claims,  upon  the  merits  of  which  the  two  high  contracting  pow- 
ers refrained  from  entering;  it  being  left  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  to  estimate  the  justice  that  might  pertain  to  the  claim- 
ants for  the  purpose  of  distributing  among  them  the  aforesaid  sum  of 
five  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  milreis  as  it  might  deem  most  proper.'' 
(See  article  1  of  the  convention.)  And  in  order  to  provide  for  the  distri- 
bution  of  the  sum  so  received,  Congress,  by  an  act  approved  March  20, 
1850,  authorized  the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Senate,  to  appoint  one  commissioner  to  receive  and  decide  all  claims 
thereto,  ^^accordiug  to  the  merits  of  the  several  cases,  and  the  principles 
of  justice,  equity,  the  law  of  nations,  and  the  stipulation  of  said  conven- 
tion."   (S.  L.,  vol.  ix,  p.  422.) 

Under  the  convention  with  China,  signed  at  Shanghai  on  the  8th 
of  November,  1858,  five  hundred  thousand  taels,  equivalent  to  about 
$700,000,  were  paid  to  the  United  States  ^Mn  full  liquidation  of  all 
claims  of  American  citizens  at  the  various  ports"  of  China  to  that  date; 
and  for  the  distribution  of  this  fund.  Congress,  by  an  act  approved 
March  3, 1859,  authorised  the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint  two  commissioners  who  should  form  a 
board  in  China  to  receive  and  examine  all  claims  which  should  be  pre- 
sented to  them  under  said  convention,  ^^  according  to  the  provisions  of 
the  same,  the  principles  of  justice  and  interuatioual  law."  (S.  L.,  vol. 
xi,  p.  408.) 

Upon  reviewing  these  precedents,  it  will  be  observed  that  there  is  not 
a  particle  of  difference  in  principle  between  either  of  them  ami  the  case 
under  consideration.  In  every  one  of  them  a  gross  sum  was  paid  to  the 
United  States,  and  in  all  of  them,  except  two,  it  was  expressly  stipulated 
that  the  United  States  should  distribute  it  among  the  various  claimants, 
in  such  manner  and  under  such  rules  as  thegovernment  might  determine, 
and  in  one  of  those  two  the  convention  was  silent  as  to  the  distribution, 
while  in  the  other  it  was  provided  that  it  should  be  made  by  commis- 
sioners. Yet  in  not  a  single  one  of  them  did  Congress  ever  pretend  to 
determine  what  particular  claimants  should  be  paid  and  who  should  not, 
but  in  every  instance  provided  an  independent  tribunal,  to  which  it  sub- 
mitted, not  the  mere  determination  of  amounts,  nor  the  question  who 
were  entitled  to  particular  sums,  but  the  determination  of  the  rights  of 
all  the  various  claimants,  according  to  the  broad  principles  of  justice, 
equity,  and  international  law. 

Nor  is  this  all.  This  very  Congress  has  itself  affirmed  the  correctness 
of  your  committee's  conclusions  in  this  regard  in  the  clearest  and  most 
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forcible  manner  poasible,  and  that  but  little  over  than  a  month  a^o. 
Oq  the  5th  of  March  last,  the  honorable  Mr.  Orapo,  of  MassachuBetts, 
sabmitted  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Afi^irs,  who,  having 
had  under  consideration  the  petition  of  the  8an  Mntnal  Insurance  Com- 
pany, the  Mercantile  Mutaal  Insurance  Company,  the  New  York  Matnal 
Insurance  Company,  and  the  China  Mutual  Insurance  Company,  for 
relief  in  the  matter  of  the  bark  Caldera  and  her  cargo,  unanimously 
recommended  the  passage  of  ^^An  act  supplementary  to  an  act  entitled 
*An  act  to  carry  into  effect  the  convention  between  the  United  States  and 
China,  concluded  on  the  Sth  day  of  November,  1858,  at  Shanghai,'  ap- 
proved March  8,  1859,  and  to  give  the  Court  of  Claims  jurisdiction  in 
certain  cases.''    In  their  report  the  committee  said — 

That  the  said  coiDpanies  are  entitled  to  the  relief  asked  for,  and  the  committee 
hereby  recommend  the  pacna^  of  the  bill  annexed  to  this  report,  giving  the  Coart  of 
Claims  jarisdiction  in  the  ease,  the  facts  of  which  appear  to  be  as  follows : 

The  bkrk  Caldera,  ander  the  command  of  Mathew  Roone^,  an  American  citizen,  be- 
ing laden  with  a  eargo  belonging  to  American  merchants,  sailed  from  the  port  of  Uong- 
Kong  on  the  5th  day  of  October,  1854,  bonnd  to  the  port  of  San  Francisco ;  and,  having 
been  obliged  to  seek  shelter  from  a  storm,  in  the  port  of  Keolan,  on  the  Chinese  coast, 
was,  while  at  anchor  there  and  the  crew  employed  at  the  pumps  to  keep  the  vessel  free 
of  water,  boarded  by  armed  bands  of  Chinese,  who  drove  the  men  from  the  pnmpn, 
took  possession  of  the  vessel,  and,  after  plundering  her  of  all  the  cargo  except  granite 
in  the  lower  hold,  burned  her,  and  she  became  a  total  loss. 

The  petitioning  insurance  companies  paid  insurance  to  the  amount  of  $72,512,  being 
s  total  loss  of  the  whole  sum  insured,  besides  a  considsrable  sum  in  addition,  expended 
in  an  Qosuccessful  effort  to  recover  the  property. 

The  |)etitioners  took  all  the  necessary  steps  to  establish  a  valid  claim  on  the  Chinese 
Government  for  the  amount  of  the  loss,  and  Mr.  Marcy,  then  Secretary  of  State,  in  a 
dispatch  to  Dr.  Parker,  fully  recognized  the  Jnstieeof  the  claim,  and  directed  its  prose- 
eution  belbre  the  Chinese  Government. 

In  1858  Mr.  Reed,  the  tben  American  minister,  made  a  convention  with  the  Chinese 
Governmeot,  securing  indemnity  for  this  as  well  as  other  claims,  and  about  $700,000 
was  paid  by  the  Chinese  Government,  a  large  portion  of  which  is  still  held  by  the  State 
Department,  awaiting  the  disjKMition  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Reed  reoomMieDded  that  the  claim  of  the  Caldera  should  be  adjudioated  at  home, 
beeanse  the  evideoee  could  be  there  most  easily  produced.  Meanwhile,  under  an  act 
of  Congress,  passed  in  1859,  commissioners  were  appointed  to  pass  upon  all  claims  upon 
this  Chinese  indemnity  fund.  These  commissioners  held  their  sessions  at  Macao,  in 
China,  and  to  them  the  papers  in  the  Caldera  case  were  forwarded  by  Mr.  Cass,  then 
8eoretary  of  State.  The  oUim  was  duly  filed  with  the  oommissioners,  whomade  a  de- 
dastioQ  therefrom  of  GO  per  cent.,  on  the  ground  of  a  supposed  prior  damage  by  sea- water 
to  the  cargo.  This  deduction  appears  to  have  been  made  without  sufficient  evidence  of 
its  justice,  and  under  a  misapprehension  of  the  law  applicable  to  the  case,  and  the 
daimants  had  no  opportunity  of  being  heard  upon  the  question.  They  were  told  that 
the  acceptance  of  the  40  per  cent,  allowed  them  would  not  preclude  a  rehearing  of  the 
etie  at  Washington ;  hut  as  the  act  of  1859  did  not  provide  for  an  appeal  from  the 
decision  of  the  oommissioners,  such  a  rehearing  cannot  be  had  without  an  act  of  Con- 
gnts. 

Yoor  committee  are  satisfied,  from  the  evidence  submitted  to  them,  that  it  is  but 
joit  that  the  nnderwriters  should  be  allowed  to  present  the  evidence  which,  if  they 
bad  time  or  proper  notice,  would  have  been  presented  to  the  commissioners,  to  some 
eonpetent  tribunal  for  a  final  decision  as  to  the  justice  of  their  claim.  Other  claims 
pteBented  to  the  commission,  and  which  were  disallowed  by  it,  have  been  reviewed 
and  paid  from  this  fund.  The  case  of  the  Neva,  which  was  of  like  character  to  this, 
was  eattrely  rejected  by  the  commissioners,  but  the  claimants  by  act  of  Congress  were 
iUowed  a  rehearing  before  the  Attorney-General,  who  decided  that  the  conclusions  of 
the  oommissioners  were  erroneous,  and  payment  was  accorded  to  them.  Your  commit- 
tee are  of  the  opinion  that  the  Court  of  Claims  is  the  tribunal  by  which  questions  of 
this  character  anould  be  heard  and  determined. 

The  first  section  of  the  bill  provided  that  any  person  or  persons,  or 
body  corporate,  holding  and  makiug  any  claim  upon  the  balance  of  the 
fand  nsnally  designated  and  known  as  the  ''Chinese  indemnity  fund," 
ander  the  control  of  the  Department  of  State  of  the  United  States, 
aDd  now  unappropriated,  for  losses  sustained  by  the  plunder  and  de- 
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.tractioDy  in  the  year  1S54,  of  the  bark  Caldera,  and  property  ou  board 
of  said  vessel,  may,  at  any  time  within  twelve  months  after  the  passage 
ot  this  act,  commence  proceedings  in  the  United  States  Gonrt  of  Claims 
against  the  United  States,  in  the  same  manner  as  other  saits  are  broaght 
parsnant  to  and  in  virtae  of  the  statutes  of  the  United  States  and  the 
rules  of  said  court;  and  that  the  said  Court  of  Claims  shall  have  fall 
jurisdiction  to  hear  and  determine  such  claim  or  demand,  according  to 
the  principles  of  justice  and  international  law;  while  the  second  made 
provision  that  either  party,  plaintiff  or  defendant,  might  appeal  from 
the  decision  or  judgment  of  the  Court  of  Claims  to  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States,  in  the  same  manner  as  now  provided  for  in  other 
cases.  And  this  bill,  thus  unanimously  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Affairs,  passed  the  House  without  a  dissenting  voice,  after  full 
explanation  by  Mr.  Crapo.  (See  Congressional  Becord,  March  6,  1878, 
pp.  — .) 

Confirmed  by  the  uniformity  of  these  precedents  in  their  conclusion 
that  the  determination  of  all  the  claims  that  may  be  set  up  to  the  bal- 
ance of  this  fund  should  be  remitted  to  some  independent  tribunal  with 
authority  to  decide  upon  the  rights  of  the  various  claimants  according 
to  the  broad  principles  of  natural  justice,  equity,  and  international  law, 
unembarrassed  by  any  special  legislative  discrimination  for  or  against 
any  individual  or  class,  it  was  next  to  be  determined  by  your  committee 
whether  it  would  be  preferable  to  confer  that  authority  upon  some  one 
of  the  regularly-constituted  courts  of  the  United  States,  or  to  create  a 
8pecial  commission  to  adjudicate  the  questions  involved  in  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  remainder  of  this  money. 

To  the  establishment  of  a  special  commission  they  found  many  seri- 
ous objections,  which,  however,  they  could  not  hope  to  express  with 
anything  like  the  clearness  and  force  with  which  they  are  set  forth  in 
tbe  following  extract  from  the  very  able  report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  of  the  Forty-third  Congress,  through  its  distinguished  chair- 
man, Mr.  Butler  of  Massachusetts,  when  a  similar  proposition  was  made 
while  this  same  matter  was  under  consideration,  and  when  it  was  the 
unanimous  opinion  of  that  committee  that  it  would  be  better  to  submit 
the  adjudication  of  these  claims  to  a  circuit  court  of  the  United  States, 
with  the  right  of  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court.  The  committee  then 
said : 

The  only  antagonism  of  which  yonr  committee  is  aware  to  having  the  distribation 
of  this  fnnd  settled  by  a  snit  in  a  single  oonrt,  with  the  proper  claimants  made  parties, 
comes  from  those  who  desire  that  a  commission  shonld  be  established,  to  sit  in  Wash- 
ington, to  adjudicate  this  matter.  To  this  proposition  your  committee  have  most  de- 
cided objections.  Here  are  over  fifteen  millions  of  dollars  to  be  divided  among  certain 
claimants,  who  are  urging  their  claims  with  all  the  zeal  that  private  interests  and 
large  sums  at  stake  can  command,  and  it  is  well  known  that  all  government  claims  of 
this  description  are  generally  taken  in  band  by  a  class  of  men  known  as  claim-agents, 
some  of  whom  are  admitted  to  the  bar  and  some  not,  under  no  responsibility  whatever 
to  tbe  commission,  itself  temporary,  which  can  have  no  control  over  them  or  the  pro- 
priety of  their  action,  and,  if  they  wrong  either  the  clients  or  the  government,  can 
administer  no  rebuke  or  punishment  to  them,  who  carry  on  this  business  of  advocating 
claims  upon  the  government  generally  upon  contingent  fees  and  large  peroentagee,  the 
average  of  which  is  not  lower,  so  far  as  your  committee  can  learn,  than  25  per  cent.; 
and  as  the  possibility  of  obtaining  any  reward  for  their  services  depends  upon  success, 
a  quarter  of  this  fund — with  the  accrued  interest,  nearly  five  miUions— the  amount  of 
these  fees  which  may  or  may  not  be  realized,  accordins:  as  tbe  commission  can  or  can- 
not be  moved  in  favor  of  the  claimants,  stands  as  a  fund  ready  to  be  used  by  corrupt 
men  to  carry  their  purposes. 

Your  committee  do  not  believe  it  is  wise  to  expose  officers  quasi-judicial  to  such 
great  temptation,  and  to  put  it  in  the  power  of  interested  parties  to  obtain  claims  against 
tbe  government  through  such  great  inducements  as  might  be  used  under  these  circum- 
fitances.  The  prayer  **  lead  us  not  into  temptation ''  has  been  ordained  as  neceasary  for 
the  daily  use  and  guidance  of  all  Christian  men  for  more  than  eighteen  hundred  years. 


DISTRIBUTION    OP   THE    GENEVA   AWARD.  17 

Besidea,  the  adjadications  of  this  commission  are  necessarily  final,  as  it  is  no  part  of 
the  jndicial  system  of  the  United  States;  so  that  your  committee  do  not  see  how  any 
appeal  can  be  taken  to  the  Sapreme  Court.    Farther,  if  this  commission  once  gets 
itself  established,  there  is  great  danger,  by  referring  claims  to  it  on  other  snbject-mat- 
ters,  that  it  may  be  continued  indennitely,  to  say  nothing  of  tbe  very  considerable  ex- 
penses which  wonld  attend  it,  amounting  to  some  fifty  to  one  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
even  if  the  government  could  get  five  men  fit  to  do  this  work,  together  with  tbe  other 
expenses,  for  that  sum.    Nor  does  your  committee  think  it  wise  thus  to  add  to  tbe 
number  of  oflSce-holders  under  the  government  if  its  work  can  be  done  by  tbe  ordinary 
judicial  machinery,  wbich  no  one  doubts.    Tbe  record  of  commissions  in  matters  of 
claims,  as  against  governments,  has  not  always  been  so  brigbt  and  clear  as  to  make  it  cer- 
tain that  the  interest  of  the  government  will  be  safe  as  against  individual  greed,  while 
the  United  States  can  say  with  pride  that  the  integrity  of  ber  highest  judicial  officers 
has  never  been  questioned,  and  that  of  the  lower  very  rarely,  and  as  yet  never  proven. 
On  the  contrary,  if  these  claims  are  brongbt  before  a  court  they  must  be  advocated 
by  members  of  its  bar,  who  will  be  held  responsible  to  the  court  for  their  action,  and 
every  adjndicat ion  must  be  made  in  open  day,  publishing  to  the  world  the  grounds  and 
reasons  of  it,  and  subject  to  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Uuited  States,  as  in 
other  cases. 

Your  committee  coDcladeilf  tberefore,  without  expressing  any  opinion 
of  their  owu  in  relation  to  the  merits  of  any  particular  claim  or  class  of 
claims  to  the  unexpended  balance  of  thisfund,  that  it  would  be  better  as  a 
precedent  for  future  cases,  better  for  the  government,  and  better  for  all 
parties  claiming  to  have  an  equitable  interest  in  it,  to  commit  the  adju- 
dication and  determination  of  all  questions  touching  its  distribution  to 
tbe  Court  of  Claims  in  the  first  instance,  with  the  right  in  any  party 
aggrieved,  to  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  with  au- 
thority to  render  a  judgment  iu  favor  of  each  claimant  who  was  au 
actual  sufferer  by  the  violation  of  the  laws  of  neutrality  by  Great  Bri- 
tain for  such  an  amount  as  in  the  opinion  of  the  court  he  may  be  justly 
entitled  to  under  the  treaty  and  award,  according  to  the  principles  of 
JQStice,  equity,  and  the  laws  of  nations,  leaving  the  court  untrammeled 
by  any  principle  of  allowance,  exclusion,  inclusion,  or  distribution 
adopted  in  chapter  four  hundred  and  fifty-nine  of  the  laws  of  the  Forty- 
thinl  Congress  or  by  the  tribunal  created  by  that  law.  This  seems  to 
your  committee  preeminently  just  and  fair,  and  surely  no  one  who 
claims  to  have  any  right  to  any  portion  of  this  fund  can  object  to  hav- 
ing his  claim  thus  adjudicated,  especially  as  provision  is  made  in  the 
bill  for  the  speediest  possible  determination  of  all  disputed  principles  of 
law  by  the  Supreme  Court,  unless  he  is  afraid  of  justice. 

It  may  be  urged,  however,  that  the  provision  requiring  the  Supreme 
Court  to  advance  appeals  in  these  cases  will  be  a  hardship  toother  suit- 
ore  whose  causes,  even  as  the  docket  now  stands,  cannot  be  reached  for 
perhaps  two  or  three  years;  but  while  this  may  be  true  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent, the  objection  will  be  found  to  be  more  specious  than  real  when  it  is 
remembered  that  all  the  claims  to  this  fund  are  embraced  in  a  very  few 
classes,  and  that  all  the  legal  principles  about  which  there  can  be  any 
dispute  will  be  presented  and  settled  in  perhaps  one,  and  certainly  not 
over  three  or  four  cases  on  appeal,  involving  probably  not  over  a  week's 
delay  in  the  ordinary  business  of  the  court,  if  that. 

The  several  provisions  of  the  bill  herewith  reported  will  be  readily 
apprehended  upon  reading  them,  and  your  committee  deem  it  unneces- 
sary to  discuss  them  separately,  as  the  bill  is  identical  in  principle  and 
very  similar  in  detail  to  the  bill  reported  by  Mr.  Crapo,  and  recently 
passed  by  the  House  with  such  singular  unanimity. 

J.  PROCTOR  KNOTT, 

Chairman. 

H.  R-p.  6C3 2 


Mr.  McMahon,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  submitted  the 
following  as  the 

VIEWS  OF  THE  MINORITY: 

For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  legislation  of  either  branch  of 
Congress  the  insarauce  companies  have  succeeded  in  persuading  a  ma- 
jority of  the  Judiciary  Committee  into  the  recommendation  of  the  bill 
advocated  by  them  for  the  distribution  of  the  Oeueva  award  fund.  As 
this  bill  now  comes  into  the  House  with  the  approval  of  the  committee, 
the  undersigned,  members  of  that  committee,  earnestly  protest  against 
it  and  ask  that  their  reasons  may  be  carefully  considered.  It  proposes 
to  do  what  neither  the  House  nor  the  Senate  has  ever  before  approved. 
Indeed  it  expressly  overrules  the  previous  solemn  action  of  both  houses, 
after  long  and  intelligent  discussion,  as  expressed  in  the  law  of  the  22d 
Jnne,  1874 ;  which  law,  with  some  amendments  and  new  provisions,  the 
minority  propose  to  revive  in  their  Rubstitute. 

It  is  plausibly  made  to  appear  in  the  report  of  the  majority  that  the 
object  of  the  committee  is  to  give  each  person  or  corporation  an  equal 
chance  by  referring  the  controversy  to  the  Court  of  Claims.  Yet  the 
pnrpose  of  the  majority  is  made  evident  by  its  careful  provision  that 
insurance  companies,  no  matter  how  successful  in  the  war  risk  business, 
shall  not  be  excluded.  The  bill  submitted  pretends  to  be  in  the  interest 
of  actual  sufferers  only;  yet  the  majority,  instead  of  adopting  the  wise 
and  equitable  provisions  of  the  law  of  June  22,  1874,  determining  when 
an  insurance  company  was  an  actual  loser,  expressly  refuses  to  permit 
the  application  of  those  provisions.  And  having  distributed  $9,000,000 
of  this  fund  upon  one  principle,  the  committee  now  proposes  to  adopt  the 
opposite  rule. 

This  ought  not  to  be  done  without  grave  and  good  reasons.  And  it 
is  not  a  sufficient  reason  to  say,  as  is  elaborately  argued  at  great  length 
in  the  report  of  the  majority,  that  the  action  proposed  is  identical  with 
the  method  of  distribution  of  indemnity  funds,  other  than  the  Geneva 
award ;  in  other  words,  that  there  are  precedents  for  it.  All  this  was 
seriously  and  repeatedly  urged  in  the  Forty -second,  Forty-third,  and 
Forty-fourth  Congresses  without  effect.  Complicated  questions  arise,  as 
we  shall  see,  that  require  legislative  action  to  do  justice. 

On  the  9th  day  of  September,  A.  D.  1873,  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  received  from  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  the  sum 
of  $15,500,000— the  award  made  in  our  favor  on  the  14th  day  of  Sep- 
tember, A.  D.  1872,  by  the  tribunal  of  arbitration,  held  at  Geneva,  under 
the  treaty  of  Washington.  As  soon  as  Congress  met  in  December,  A. 
D.  1872,  bills  were  introduced  into  each  House  providing  for  the  distri- 
bntion  of  the  money  to  l>e  received,  which  was  not  payable  by  the  terms 
of  the  treaty  until  one  year  after  the  award. 

The  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Forty-second  Con- 
gress took  early  action  in  anticipation  of  payment,  but  were  unable  to 
a^ree  upon  a  mode  of  distribution ;  and  upon  the  3d  of  March,  A.  D. 
1S73,  in  the  last  days  of  the  closing  session,  an  act  was  passed  ordering 
the  payment  of  the  money  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  investment  of  an  equal  amount  in  5  per  cent,  registered  bonds  of  the 
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XJoited  States,  ^'  to  be  held  subject  to  the  fatare  disposition  of  Con- 
gress." Each  Hoase  passed  a  bill— the  Senate  on  8th  day  of  Febraarj, 
A.  D.  1873,  and  the  Hoase  of  Representatives  on  the  14th  day  of  the 
same  month.  From  the  beginning  of  this  controversy  there  have  been 
fonr  principal  rival  claimants  to  the  fand,  as  follows : 

1st.  Persons  having  suffered  damage  by  the  acts  of  the  cruisers  Ala- 
bama, Florida,  and  Shenandoah  after  Melbourne,  commonly  known  as 
the  'inculpated  cruisers."  These  parties,  with  few  exceptions,  were 
paid  under  the  law  of  1874. 

2d.  Persons  who  suffered  damage  by  the  acts  of  the  Confederate  crui- 
sers Georgia,  Sumter,  Nashville,  Tallahassee,  Chickamauga,  The  Sallie, 
Jefferson  Davis,  Music,  Boston,  Y.  H.  Joy,  and  the  Shenandoah  before 
reaching  Melbourne,  commonly  designated  the  '^  exculpated  cruisers,'^ 
whose  claims  have  not  been  paid  and  are  disputed. 

3d.  Insurers  of  vessels  or  cargoes,  whether  as  persons  or  corporations; 
such  insurers  claiming,  in  every  instance  of  loss  paid  by  them,  to  be  sub- 
rogated to  the  rights  of  the  insured  owner.  Their  claim  to  be  paid  has 
not  been  seriously  contested  when  they  were  able  to  show  a  net  loss  in 
the  business  of  assuming  war  risks.  But  their  right  to  subrogation  has 
been  fiercely  disputed,  and,  as  will  appear  hereafter,  denied  by  law, 
when  they  were  unable  to  show  that  the  sum  of  losses  in  respect  to  itar 
risks  exceeded  the  sum  of  premiums  or  other  gains  in  the  same  business. 

4th.  Persons  who  paid  increased  rates  of  insurance,  known  as  war 
premiums,  by  reason  of  the  presence  of  Confederate  cruisers  upon  the 
high  seas.  The  claims  of  such  persons  have  been  constantly  denied  by 
the  insurers,  and  between  the  insurers  and  the  war-premium  claimants 
the  struggle  has  been  steadily  maintained. 

Before  proceeding  to  the  merits  of  the  controversy,  a  short  history  of 
the  various  bills,  amendments,  and  laws  that  have  been  proposed,  vot^d 
upon,  or  enacted  by  previous  Congresses,  or  in  either  house,  may  not  be 
without  value  or  weight.  It  will  show  how  utterly  without  precedent 
is  the  proposed  action  of  the  majority. 

The  first  bill  passed  by  the  Senate,  on  the  8th  day  of  February,  A.  D. 
1873,  to  which  allusion  has  been  already  made,  provided  compensation 
for  those  persons  only  who  suffered  loss  or  damage  by  the  "inculpated" 
Confederate  cruisers.  Insured  persons  were  permitted  to  recover  only 
their  actual  loss.  Insurers  were  substantially  excluded  by  the  following 
provision: 

And  DO  claim  shall  be  admisbible  or  allowed  by  said  court  by  or  in  behalf  of  any 
insnrance  company  or  insurer,  either  in  its  or  his  own  right,  or  as  assignee  or  otherwise, 
in  the  right  of  a  person  or  party  insured  as  aforesaid,  unless  such  claimant  shall  show 
to  the  satisfaction  of  said  court  that  during  the  late  rebellion  the  sum  of  its  or  bis 
losses,  in  respect  of  its  or  his  war  risks,  exceeded  the  sum  of  it<s  or  his  premiums  or 
other  gains  upon  or  in  respect  to  such  war  risks;  and  in  case  of  any  such  allowance 
the  same  shall  not  be  greater  than  such  excess  of  loss. 

Debate  was  concentrated  upon  a  motion  to  strike  this  out.  It  failed, 
and  the  bill  passed  the  Senate  by  a  vote  of  30  yeas  to  18  nays. 

The  bill  passed  by  the  House  of  Eepresentatives  on  the  14th  day  of 
February,  A.  D.  1873  (to  which  allusion  has  been  already  made),  pro- 
vided for  the  payment  of  losses  by  the  "  inculpated  cruisers  "  only,  the 
payment  of  war-premium  claimants,  and  the  payment  of  such  insurance 
companies  or  insurers  as  could  show,  by  an  exhibit  of  their  books,  that 
the  war  premiums  received  by  them  did  not  equal  the  losses  they  had  suffer^ 
by  the  acts  of  all  the  Confederate  cruisers^  inculpated  or  exculpated.  An 
effort  to  include  losses  by  exculpated  cruisers  and  losses  by  the  Shen- 
andoah before  leaving  Melbourne  failed.    These  claims  had  not  then 
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en  argued  in  the  Hoase.  A  motion  by  Hon.  Glarkson  Potter,  of  Kew 
}rk,  to  strike  out  the  claase  providing  indemnity  to  war-preminm 
edmants  and  the  claase  limiting  payment  to  insurers  to  the  net  loss  in 
le  basiness  of  war  preminms,  and  to  insert  in  lien  thereof  a  section 
rovidiug  for  the  payment  of  all  losses  by  insurers  without  deduction  of 
ar  preminms  received  by  them,  failed  by  a  vote  of  37  yeas  to  157  nays. 
.  substitute  was  offered  by  Hon.  Luke  Poland,  of  Vermont,  providing 
»r  a  general  bill  in  equity  in  a  circuit  court  to  be  designated  by  the 
resident  of  the  United  States,  to  which  all  persons  should  be  made  de* 
mdants  who  had  filed  claims  for  damages  by  one  of  the  ^'  inculpated 
raisers,''  and  leaving  all  questions  of  law  and  of  fact  to  the  said  circuit 
ourt  without  any  restriction  or  instruction  except  that  the  loss  or  dam- 
^e  should  be  shown  to  have  been  caused  by  an  ^^  inculpated  cruiser.'^ 
int  it  was  not  agreed  to  upon  a  cal]  of  the  yeas  and  nays,  the  vote 
eing — yeas  63,  nays  125. 

These  bills  in  the  House  and  Senate  were  independent  of  each  other* 
be  Senate  did  not  agree  to  the  House  bill,  the  committee  reporting 
iversely.  The  House  by  a  two- thirds  vote,  under  a  suspension  of  the 
ales,  subsequently  substituted  its  bill  by  way  of  amendment  for  the 
enate  bill.  There  was  a  conference,  which  resulted  in  the  law  of  March 
rd,  for  the  investment  of  the  money ;  and  the  Forty-second  Congress  ad- 
mrned  finally  without  any  disposition  of  the  fund  among  the  claimants. 
On  the  12th  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1874,  a  bill  was  passed  in  the  Senate  of 
lie  United  States  which  provided  for  the  payment  of  losses  by  inculpated 
raisers  only,  damages  to  be  estimated  upon  the  basis  of  gold  coin  at 
be  time  of  the  loss,  with  4  per  cent,  interest;  and  for  the  transfer  of 
tie  balance  to  the  general  fund  of  the  United  States  Treasury.  At  this 
ime  the  opinion  prevailed  that  this  bill  would  exhaust  the  fund.  When 
;  was  sent  to  the  House  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  reported  it  back 
ith  a  substitute,  which  provided  for  the  payment  of  all  losses  by  both 
lasses  of  cruisers,  "exculpated^  or  "inculpated,''  for  the  payment  of 
^ar  preminms  after  the  sailing  of  any  Confederate  cruiser ;  but  excluded 
isurers,  unless  the  sum  of  their  losses  exceeded  the  amount  of  war 
reminms  received.  Interest  was  allowed  at  the  rate  of  5  per  cent. 
i  bill  of  interpleader  was  to  be  filed  in  a  circuit  court,  which  should  set- 
le  all  questions,  with  qualified  right  of  appeal  in  certain  cases  to  the 
lupreme  Court.    The  following  was  contained  in  the  bill : 

Froritledj  That  mutaal  iosnrance  companies  who  have  paid  a  loss  shall  be  iDdeiuni- 
ed,  socb  iDdemnity  to  be  divided  among  its  members  who  contributed  to  pay  such 
OH  at  the  time;  bat  no  member  of  any  mntaal  insurance  company  shall  be  indemnU 
led  for  any  war  premium  paid  in  snch  company. 

Mr.  Frye,  of  Maine,  of  the  committee,  moved  to  strike  out  this  pro- 
iso,  stating  that  the  committee  "  had  been  deliberately  cheated  into  it 
»y  the  misrepresentations  of  the  insurance  men."  His  motion  was 
igreed  to — ^ayes  137,  noes  not  counted.  Mr.  Poland,  of  Vermont,  oftered 
lis  substitute,  proposing  to  refer  the  whole  subject  to  a  circuit  court  to 
«  designated  by  the  President,  which  court  should  pass,  without  restric- 
ion  or  instruction,  upon  all  claims  for  losses  by  the  act  of  any  "  incul- 
lated "  cruiser.  It  made  provision  for  no  other  claims.  This  substi- 
Qte,  which  received  the  support  of  the  adherents  of  the  insurance  com- 
aoies,  was  defeated  by  a  vote  of  92  yeas  to  149  nays ;  and  the  bill  of 
lie  committee  was  adopted — ^yeas  132,  nays  101. 

Upon  a  subsequent  conference  between  the  House  and  the  Senate,  the 
enate  bill  was  agreed  to  with  a  few  modifications.  The  coin  basis  for 
stimate  of  damages  wa«  abandoned.    The  provision  turning  the  bal- 
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ance  into  the  Treasury  was  stricken  out ;  and  the  clause  inserted  for 
the  payment  of  other  claims  in  future  by  Congress.  A  few  other  im- 
material alterations  were  made,  and  the  law  of  June  23,  1874,  was 
passed.  This  law  had  a  provision,  as  we  have  seen,  that  insurance 
companies  could  recover  only  their  net  loss  in  the  business  of  assuming 
war  risks,  which  was  a  distinct  business  from  the  general  one. 

The  Court  of  Commissioners  of  Alabama  Claims  organized  under  this 
law  on  the  22d  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1874.  Its  duration  was  extended  to 
January  22,  1876,  by  proclamation  of  the  President,  under  section  8  of 
the  statute,  and  by  act  of  Congress  to  the  22d  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1876, 
at  which  time  it  expired.  The  total  amount  awarded  to  persons  entitled 
under  this  bill,  including  interest,  was  $9,316,120. 

On  the  6th  day  of  July  the  subject  came  up,  after  long  discussion,  for 
final  disposition  in  the  House  of  Kepresentatives  of  the  Forty-fourth 
Congress,  and  a  bill  was  passed  in  the  House  reviving  the  court,  for  the 
period  of  a  year  and  more,  giving  it  power  to  hear  and  pay  claims  for 
losses  by  all  Confederate  cruisers  and  war-premium  claimants.  This 
bill  revived  the  law  of  June  22, 1874,  and  the  provision  therein  con- 
tained as  to  insurance  companies. 

A  substitute  was  oflfered  by  Mr.  Knott,  of  Kentucky  (then,  as  now, 
chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Committee),  proposing  to  amend  the  law  of 
June  23,  A.  D.  1874,  by  reviving  it,  but  striking  out  so  much  of  section 
12  as  restricted  the  amount  recoverable  by  insurers  to  the  amount  of 
their  net  loss  in  the  business,  giving  them  a  right  to  file  their  claims, 
and  reviving  the  court  for  that  purpose  only.  Mr.  Lawrence,  of  Ohio, 
offered  an  amendment  to  Mr.  Knott's  substitute,  being  also  in  the  nature 
of  a  substitute.  His  proposition  was  to  turn  the  balance  of  the  Geneva 
fund  into  the  Treasury.  It  was  defeated  by  a  vote  of  yeas  59,  nays 
109.  Mr.  Knott's  substitute  was  defeated  by  a  vote  of  yeas  35,  nays 
151.  Thus  the  House  by  a  decided  vote  again,  and  for  the  third  time, 
rejected  the  views  of  the  insurance  men  ;  and  the  bill  of  the  committee 
passed  by  a  vote  of  yeas  107,  nays  94.  No  action  was  taken  upon 
this  bill  in  the  Senate,  and  the  Forty-fourth  Congress  adjourned  without 
providing  any  mode  of  distribution. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  Senate  has  never  recognized  the  claims  of 
insurers,  except  as  modified  in  the  law  of  1874,  which  amounts  to  prac- 
tical exclusion ;  and  has  never  favorably  considered  the  claims  of  the 
exculpated  cruiser  claimants  or  of  the  war-premium  sufferers.  The 
House  of  Representatives  has  three  times  rejected  the  claims  of  insurers, 
except  in  cases  of  net  loss;  has  twice  provided  for  the  payment  of 
losses  by  exculpated  cruisers ;  and  has  uniformly  voted  for  the  payment 
of  the  war-premium  claims.  The  proposition  of  Mr.  Poland,  of  Ver- 
mont, to  refer  the  claims  to  some  circuit  court  of  the  United  States 
without  instruction,  except  that  they  should  grow  out  of  the  acts  of  ao 
"  inculpated  cruiser,"  was  defeated  in  the  House  by  decided  majorities 
in  the  Forty-second  and  the  Forty-third  Congresses.  And  a  similar 
proposition  offered  in  the  Senate  lt)y  Mr.  Conkling,  of  New  York,  was 
defeated  by  a  vote  of  34  nays  to  23  yeas. 

It  was  always  supported  by  the  advocates  of  the  insurance  companies, 
who  believed  that  under  the  technical  rules  of  courts  of  law  they  could 
recover  their  losses  in  every  instance  without  being  compelled  to  show 
up  their  gains  in  the  multitude  of  risks  taken  where  no  losses  occurred. 
And  in  the  present  Congress  this  proposition  to  refer  the  whole  subject 
to  the  courts  is  the  only  one  they  have  urged  or  advocated. 

What  shall  be  done  with  the  remainder  of  this  fund — now  amounting 
to  nearly  $10,000,000 — is  one  of  the  most  important  questions  pending 
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before  Congregs.  The  committee  has  heard  many  arguments  upon  the 
subject;  it  has  had  no  lack  of  information  npon  the  questions  in  issue. 
The  proposition  to  cover  the  money  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States  has  had  no  advocates  and  receives  no  support  from  any  member 
of  the  committee,  however  divided  upon  other  questions.  It  is  true  that 
the  claims  were  prosecuted  before  the  tribunal  of  arbitration  by  the 
United  States  as  a  nation,  and  that  the  award  was  made  and  the  money 
paid  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  It  is  also  true  that  no 
class  of  persons  have  a  claim  against  the  fund  which  they  could  prose- 
cute to  successful  issue.  But  the  fund  was  received  by  the  government 
in  full  satisfaction  of  all  private  as  well  as  public  claims  against  Great 
Britain.  The  Government  of  the  United  States  upon  several  occasions 
distinctly  disclaimed  any  desire  for  a  money  award  in  satisfaction  of  its 
claims  as  a  nation  as  distinguished  from  the  claims  of  individuals  which 
had  been  presented  by  it.  It  was  most  interested  in  the  preservation 
of  peace,  the  maintenance  of  national  honor,  and  the  settlement  of  im- 
portant principles  for  future  use.  To  attain  these  ends  it  acquiesced  in 
the  rejection  of  all  *' national  claims,  commonly  designated  as  "indi- 
rect" damages.  While  it  desired  as  large  an  award  as  justice  would 
permit,  it  struggled  for  only  a  sufficient  amount  to  make  whole  those  of 
its  citizens  who  had  suffered  actual  losses.  Under  these  circumstances 
it  woald  be  an  act  of  gross  injustice  to  retain  this  fund  in  the  Treasury 
so  long  as  a  single  sufferer  remained  unpaid.  It  is  held  under  a  moral 
obligation  to  do  right  in  its  distribution;  and  we  are  bound  in  con- 
science, as  honest  legislators,  to  divide  it  among  those  who  have  suffered 
loss  or  damage — having  reasonable  regard  to  the  source  from  which  the 
money  came ;  that  is  to  say,  payment  should  not  be  made  to  any  one 
who  cannot  show  a  close  connection  between  his  loss  and  the  conduct 
of  Great  Britain  in  our  civil  war.  We  dismiss  from  further  considera- 
ti<m  the  proposition  to  cover  this  fund  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States.  The  Treasury  is  already  too  full  of  money  not  the  property  of 
the  government. 

We  come  to  the  questions  so  long  and  hotly  contested  between  the 
insurers  and  the  war-premium  claimants,  the  consideration  of  which  in- 
volves the  claims  of  those  suffering  damage  by  exculpated  cruisers. 
For  the  argument  of  the  insurer  to  exclude  the  war-premium  claimants, 
if  legally  sound,  would  exclude  the  payment  of  damage  by  exculpated 
cruisers. 

The  argument  of  the  insurance  companies  is  substantially  as  follows : 
The  claims  for  war  premiums  were  rejected  by  the  tribunal  of  arbitra- 
tion, while  the  rights  of  the  insurance  companies  were  admitted,  their 
claims  computed  by  the  British  counsel,  and  allowed  by  the  tribunal  in 
the  estimates  by  which  the  gross  sum  was  arrived  at;  that  the  sum 
allowed  was  awarded  to  meet  the  individual  losses  caused  by  theinculpated 
emisers  and  no  others ;  that  the  United  States  Government  received  the 
award  in  trust  for  such  sufferers;  that  in  cases  of  insurance,  the  insurers 
stand  in  law  and  in  equity  in  the  shoes  of  the  insured  to  the  extent  of 
the  money  paid  by  the  insurer ;  that  if  in  lieu  of  a  sum  in  gross  the 
damages  had  been  referred,  under  article  10  of  the  treaty,  to  a  board 
of  assessors,  the  board  could  only  have  awarded  damages  to  parties  ac- 
cording "  to  the  liability  as  decided  by  the  arbitrators,"  which  would 
have  excluded  war-premium  claimants  and  losses  by  exculpated  cruisers; 
that  when  a  sum  in  gross  was  awarded,  the  duties  that  would  have  de- 
volved upon  the  board  of  assessors  under  the  treaty  were  transferred  to 
the  United  States  Government,  and  should  be  performed  by  it  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  treaty  enjoined  performance  upon  the  board  of 
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assessors ;  that  at  an  early  day  tbe  rights  of  insurers  were  recogaized 
by  the  governinent,  and  their  claims  received  and  forwarded  as  valid 
claims  against  the  British  Government.  And  the  argameut  is  pressed 
that  the  money  in  the  hands  of  the  government  is  the  money  of  the  in- 
surance companies,  which  they  are  prevented  from  recovering  only  by 
the  general  immunity  of  the  government  from  judicial  pursuit. 

These  are  plausible,  technical  arguments.  They  are  vigorously  urged 
by  learned  lawyers,  and  many  distinguished  statesmen  have  been  coa* 
vinced  of  their  soundness. 

In  addition  to  these  arguments,  it  is  urged  upon  us  that  the  questions 
involved  are  complicated  legal  ones,  fit  only  for  judicial  decision;  that 
neither  the  Judiciary  Committee  nor  the  House  of  Representatives  are 
constituted  to  pass  upon  them  properly. 

The  bill  proposed  by  the  majority  of  the  committee  pretends  to  be  in 
the  interest  of  actual  sufiferers  only.  The  substitute  proposed  by  us 
differs  from  this  bill  in  defining  who  are  to  be  regarded  as  actual  sufifer- 
ers, as  all  previous  Congresses  have  done.  Is  this  a  question  of  law! 
Is  it  a  question  unfit  for  a  Judiciary  Committee,  or  too  complicated  for 
the  House  of  Bepresentatives  f  By  no  means.  It  is  a  question  of  fact 
peculiarly  within  the  province  of  the  legislative  power.  Should  this 
question  be  referred  to  the  Court  of  Claims,  in  the  general  terms  pro- 
posed in  the  bill  of  the  majority,  coupled  with  the  express  admonition 
that  the  rule  laid  down  in  the  law  of  1874  in  regard  to  insurance  com- 
panies should  not  apply,  that  court  might  make  the  mistake,  and  prob- 
ably would,  that  an  insurance  company  was  an  actual  loser  when  it  had 
paid  only  a  single  loss  of  $100,000,  although  in  its  war-risk  business 
alone  it  had  received  premiums,  where  there  were  no  losses,  to  the  extent 
of  $1,000,000!  Ko  Congress  could  ever  make  that  mistake.  Three  Con- 
gresses have  already  spoken,  the  Forty-second,  Forty-third,  and  Forty- 
fourth,  and  we  have  no  fear  as  to  what  will  be  the  result  in  the  Forty- 
fifth.  Is  it  a  question  of  law  as  to  whether  one  who  was  compelled  to 
pay  excessive  war  premiums  by  reason  of  the  action  of  Qreat  Britain 
was  an  actual  loser?  And  can  it  be  doubted  that  one  whose  ship  or 
cargo  was  destroyed  by  an  exculpated  cruiser  was  an  actual  loser  ? 

There  can  be  no  difficulty  in  our  defining  what  we  mean  by  an  actual 
loser,  as  was  done  in  the  law  of  1874.  And  there  is  great  propriety  in 
our  doing  it  in  the  case  of  insurance  companies.  Let  us  take  an  in- 
stance. Suppose  the  Atlantic  Mutual  has  received  a  premium  of  $1,000 
on  the  "Brilliant,"  and  paid  $50,000  loss  for  her  destruction.  The 
company  files  its  claim  under  the  law  proposed  by  the  majority.  It  is 
an  actual  loser  in  that  case  to  the  extent  of  $49,000.  But  it  has  had  a 
hundred  other  risks,  in  each  of  which  it  has  received  $1,000  premium, 
without  a  cent  of  loss.  It  is  therefore  an  actual  gainer  by  the  condact 
of  Great  Britain  to  the  extent  of  $51,000  over  and  abov«  all  losses.  The 
bill  of  the  majority  would  pay  this  company  $49,000  and  many  years* 
interest.  The  substitute  of  the  minority  would  not.  The  bill  of  the 
majority  would  refer  the  case  to  the  court,  and  prevent  it  from  taking 
into  consideration  the  other  gains  of  the  company  in  the  same  business. 
The  substitute  would  compel  the  court  to  examine  the  fact  before  it 
would  permit  any  person  or  corporation  to  share  in  an  indemnity  fund. 

So  far,  then,  as  this  question  is  concerned  it  is  eminently  proper  and  just 
that  Congress  should  define  what  it  means  by  ''actual  losers''  before  it 
hands  these  claims  over  to  any  tribunal  for  adjudication.  That  tribunal 
could  not  take  into  its  consideration  all  the  motives  actuating  our  gov- 
ernment in  its  conduct  before  the  tribunal  of  arbitration.  Without  defi- 
nite instruction,  it  would  be  bound  by  the  narrow,  strict,  and  technical 
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riries  that  liave  been  erected  into  a  grand  jadicial  system  for  the  judg- 
ment of  causes  between  man  and  man ;  and  could  not  be  guided  by  the 
high  principles  of  natural  equity  which  would  control  the  sovereign  power 
in  the  proper  distribution  of  an  indemnity  fund.  It  could  not  relieve  a 
sufferer  by  the  acto  of  the  Georgia  or  the  Shenandoah  before  Melbourne; 
but  it  might  be  compelled  to  add  millions  of  dollars  to  the  coffers  of 
the  Atlantic  Mutual  Insurance  Company  of  New  York,  already  filled 
with  millions  of  dollars  of  profit  from  the  very  business  of  assuming 
war  risks.  Yet  both  these  ships,  whose  acts  it  would  exclude,  were  es- 
sentially British  built,  manned,  and  equipped,  although  exonerated  by 
the  tribnnaL  The  Georgia  was  so  notoriously  British  that  when  she 
entered  the  port  of  Liverpool  in  the  month  of  ,  A.  D.  18G-,  she  be- 

came the  subject  of  discussion  in  Parliament.  Mr.  T.  Baring  said  of 
her,  on  the  floor  of  the  house : 

She  remained  the  property  of  this  person  (a  Liverpool  merchant)  nutil  the  23d  of 
Jane,  when  the  register  was  cancelled,  he  notifying  the  collector  of  her  sale  to  forei^ 
owners.  Dnring  this  period,  viz,  from  the  Ist  of  April  to  the  23d  of  Jane,  the  Georgia, 
being  still  registered  in  the  name  of  a  Liverpool  merchant,  and  thus  his  property,  was 
carrying  on  war  against  the  United  States  with  whom  we  were  in  alliance.  It  was 
while  she  was  still  a  British  vessel  that  she  captured  and  hurnt  the  Dictator,  and  cap- 
tured and  released  under  hond  the  Griswold,  the  same  vessel  which  had  brought  com 
to  the  Lapcaahire  sufferers. 

Mr.  Cobden,  during  the  same  discussion,  spoke  of  her  and  the  con- 
duct of  Great  Britain  as  follows : 

WhAt  is  the  fact  f  You  have  been  carrying  on  war  from  these  shores  with  the  United 
Statea,  and  have  been  inflicting  an  amount  of  damage  on  the  country  greater  than 
<x>ald  be  produced  by  many  ordinary  wars.  It  is  estimated  that  the  loss  sustained  by 
the  capture  and  burning  of  American  vessels  has  been  about  |15,000,000.  But  that  is 
a  imall  part  of  the  injury  which  has  been  inflicted  on  the  American  marine.  Tou  have 
FMiderea  the  rest  of  her  vast  mercantile  property  useless.  *  *  *  If  yon  raise  the 
rate  of  insurance  on  the  flag  of  any  maritime  power,  you  throw  the  trade  into  the 
hands  of  its  competitors,  because  it  is  no  longer  profitable  for  merchants  or  manufac- 
turers t<o  employ  ships  to  carry  freights  when  those  vessels  become  liable  to  great  war 
risks.    •     •     * 

I  hold  in  my  hand  an  account  of  the  foreign  trade  of  New  York  for  the  quarter  end- 
ing June  30, 1860,  and  also  for  the  quarter  ending  June  30, 1863,  which  is  the  last  date 
up  to  which  a  comparison  is  made.  I  find  that  the  total  amount  of  the  foreign  trade 
Of  New  York  for  the  first  period  was  $92,000,000,  of  which  $62,000,000  was  carried  in 
American  bottoms,  and  $30,000,000  in  foreign.  This  state  of  things  rapidly  changed  as 
the  war  continued,  for  it  appears  that  for  the  quarter  ending  June  30, 1863,  the  foreign 
trade  of  New  York  was  $88,000,000,  of  which  $23,000,000  were  carried  in  American  ves- 
sels, and  $65,000,000  in  foreign;  the  change  brought  about  being  that  while  in  1860 
two-tbirde  of  the  commerce  of  New  York  was  carried  in  American  bottoms,  in  1863 
tbree-foarths  were  carried  in  foreign  bottoms. 

Yet  the  owner  of  the  ship  Dictator,  a  sufferer  to  the  extent  of  $100,000* 
can  receive  no  relief  under  the  bill  of  the  majority,  according  to  the  law  o^ 
the  advocates  of  the  insurance  companies.  And  the  owner  of  the  ship 
Delphine,  destroyed  by  the  Shenandoah  a  few  days  before  she  reached 
Melbourne,  cannot  be  paid  under  it.  Yet  both  these  parties  were  act- 
ual losers  to  a  lar^e  amount,  and  would  be  excluded  from  participation 
in  the  indemnity  fund  by  the  peculiar  language  of  the  bill  of  the  major- 
ity confining  payment  to  those  who  were  supposed  to  be  recognized  by 
the  tribunal  of  arbitration. 

In  fact  the  bill  is  carefully  drawn,  so  that  if  any  person  can  have  re- 
lief under  it,  which  is  doubtful,  no  one  can  succeed  except  the  already 
gorged  insurance  companies.  Should  they  be  permitted  to  succeed  f 
If  they  have  a  clear  legal  or  equitable  right,  it  should  be  respected. 
But  if,  on  the  other  hand,  this  fund  is  an  indemnity  fund  for  actual 
sufferers  held  by  our  government  in  its  sovereign  capacity  to  distribute 
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according  to  the  fact  to  actaal  saJQTerers  by  the  improper  and  hostile 
condact  of  Great  Britain,  we  shonld  not  permit  corporations  to  share  in 
it  for  whom  that  condact  created  a  new  and  profitable  business,  and 
who  realized,  in  consequence,  enormous  dividends  out  of  the  misfor- 
tunes of  their  fellow-citizens. 

There  is  eminent  justice  in  requiring  them  to  account  for  gains.  Their 
business  is  that  of  the  receipt  of  premiums  and  the  payment  of  losses. 
They  were  not  engaged  in  any  general  business  of  buying  and  selling. 
Their  profits  depended  on  no  fluctuations  of  the  market  arising  from 
excessive  supply  or  limited  demand.  The  war-risk  business  was  a  sepa- 
rate venture,  kept  apart  from  the  ordinary  insurance  business,  as  was 
demonstrated  before  the  committee.  Hence  to  compel  them  to  make  a 
showing  of  their  whole  business,  which  consisted  solely  in  the  receipt 
and  payment  of  money  alone,  is  no  injustice,  when  they  claim  to  be  suf- 
ferers by  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain.  The  truth  is,  and  was,  that 
Great  Britain  created  a  new  business  for  them  which  was  profitable. 

The  undersigned  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  fund  in  question  is  an 
idemnity  fund.  They  believe  it  was  awarded  to  us  as  a  nation.  They 
believe  that  no  person  or  corporation  has  a  legal  or  equitable  right  to 
any  portion  of  it.  They  regard  it  a  fund  for  actual  sufferers  by  the 
conduct  of  Great  Britain.  And  they  recognize  no  obligation  upon  the 
government,  in  consequence  of  anything  that  transpired  at  Geneva,  to 
give  it  any  particular  direction.  The  tribunal  of  arbitration  dealt  with 
the  questions  submitted,  only  for  the  purpose  of  arriving  at  an  amount 
to  be  paid  by  Great  Britain  to  the  United  States.  It  remitted  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  award  to  our  government.  No  claimant  was  permitted 
to  be  heard  at  Geneva.  And  the  amount  was  arrived  at  without  per- 
mitting contest  between  the  rival  claimants,  and  without  satisfactory 
knowledge  to  the  world  of  what  claims  were  actually  embraced  in  it. 
Hence  the  agent  of  the  United  States,  in  his  report  to  the  government, 
says,  vol.  4  of  the  papers  relating  to  the  treaty: 

The  deliberations  of  the  tribnnal  on  the  subject  of  damages  were  held  with 
closed  doors.  *  *  *  It  does  not  appear  iu  the  protocol  how  the  arbitrators  arri?ed 
at  the  amount. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  treaty  of  Washington  directing  the  method 
of  distribution  ;  and  it  woald  have  been  grossly  indelicate  and  extra 
judicial  in  the  tribunal  of  arbitration  to  have  prescribed  any  rule  of 
action  to  the  sovereign  power  of  the  United  States.  The  board  of 
assessors  was  not  convened.  A  gross  sum  was  awarded  at  the  earnest 
request  of  our  government;  and  whatever  might  have  been  the  eqai^ 
able  rights  of  individuals  if  the  board  of  assessors  had  been  called 
together,  and  had  passed  upon  each  individual  claim,  awarding  a  definite 
sum  iu  each  case  to  the  party  entitled,  it  is  sufficient  to  say  that  this 
was  not  done.  This  is  a  complete  answer  to  the  whole  argument.  The 
very  reason  it  was  not  done  was  because  of  England's  indifiference  as 
to  the  persons  to  be  indemnified,  and  our  own  anxiety  to  be  permitted 
to  distribute  this  fund  as  a  sovereign  nation,  dealing  honorably  and 
fairly  by  all  our  citizens.  This  will  be  made  more  apparent  by  an  ex- 
tract from  the  instructions  of  Secretary  Fish  to  Mr.  Gushing,  leading 
counsel  for  the  United  States,  given  on  the  8th  of  December,  A.  D.  1871, 
prior  to  his  departure  for  Geneva.  See  papers  relating  to  the  treaty, 
vol.  2,  page  415 : 

The  President  desires  to  have  the  snbject  discussed  as  one  between  the  two  govern- 
ments ;  and  he  directs  me  to  urge  npon  you  strongly  to  secure,  if  possible,  the  award  of 
a  sum  in  gross. 

In  the  discussion  of  this  question  and  in  the  treatment  of  the  entire  case,  you  will 
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be  earefnl  not  to  commit  the  ffovemment  as  to  the  disposition  of  what  may  be  awarded , 
or  what  may  be  recovered  in  the  event  of  the  appoiniment  of  the  board  of  aseessors  mentioned 
ID  the  tenth  article  of  the  treaty.  It  is  possible  that  there  may  be  daplicate  claims 
for  some  of  the  property  alleged  to  have  been  captured  or  destroyed,  as  in  the  cases  of 
iosnreiB  and  insured. 

The  goyemnient  wishes  to  hold  itself  free  to  deeide  as  to  the  right  and  6laim$  of 
iniurer;  npon  the  termination  of  the  case.  If  the  value  of  the  property  captnred  or 
destroyed  be  recovered  in  the  name  of  the  government,  the  distribution  of  the  amount 
recovered  will  be  made  by  this  government  without  committal  as  to  the  mode  ofdistrihn^ 
tioH,  It  is  expected  that  all  such  committal  will  be  avoided  in  the  argument  of 
counsel. 

In  the  face  of  such  iostractions,  faithfully  carried  oat,  not  to  commit 
the  governmeot  to  any  mode  of  distribution,  even  in  case  the  board  of 
assessors  should  be  convened  to  pass  upon  each  particular  claim  in 
detail,  and  in  face  of  the  declaration  that  the  money  should  be  recovered 
in  the  name  of  the  government  so  that  insurers  and  others  should  have 
DO  claim  npon  the  fund,  it  is  difficult  to  see  the  force  of  the  argument 
made  by  insurance  companies  that  the  government  holds  ^Hheir  money" 
received  by  it  '»in  trust  for  them.''  The  alleged  '*  trust"  was  distinctly 
repudiated  before  the  receipt  of  the  money. 

The  government  was  acting  for  itself.  It  desired  the  award  of  a 
IIToss  sum,  to  evade  all  possible  questions.  Even  if  money  had  been 
received  by  our  government  without  any  disclaimer  of  the  alleged 
^Urust"  in  behalf  of  certain  sufferers,  including  insurance  companies, 
the  government  would  not  have  been  an  '*  agent,"  "  attorney,"  or 
^^ trustee"  for  such  parties.  It  was  acting  in  its  sovereign  capacity, 
making  and  carrying  out  a  treaty ;  dealing  with  important  general 
questions  as  well  as  private  claims.  The  claimants  had  no  rights  which 
they  coald  successfully  prosecute  against  a  foreign  power.  If  they  had 
had,  the  courts  of  England  were  as  open  to  Americans  under  the  petition 
of  right  as  to  English  subjects.  Their  claims  were  in  the  hands  of  gov- 
ernment for  prosecution,  satisfaction,  or  abandonment,  as  the  interest 
of  the  nation  should  demand,  when  the  public  peace  was  at  stake. 
Whatever  money  was  received  was  necessarily  received  by  the  govern- 
ment for  all  claimants — those  supposed  to  be  entitled  and  those  whose 
claims  were  sacrificed  for  the  public  good.  For  all  were  handled  by  the 
government  for  the  general  interest,  and  the  claims  sacrificed  or  not 
pressed,  or  expressly  abandoned,  are  as  much  represented  in  the  final 
awanl  as  the  claims  expressly  admitted;  for  their  abandonment  may 
have  been  a  part  of  the  consideration  for  valuable  results  actually 
attained. 

A  recent  case  in  the  English  courts  will  be  read  with  interest  in  this 
connection — the  case  of  Kustomjee  V8.  The  Queen,  to  be  found  in  Law 
Reports  (1875),  Q.  B.  Division,  vol.  1,  page  487;  and  the  same  case,  on 
appeal,  in  Law  Reports,  divisions  2  to  5,  part  2,  February,  1877,  page 
69.    The  facts  were  as  follows : 

By  a  treaty  between  the  Queen  of  England  and  the  Emperor  of  China, 
the  Emperor  agreed  to  pay  to  the  British  Government  the  sum  of 
$3,000,000  on  account  of  debts  due  to  British  subjects  from  certain 
Chinese  merchants  who  had  become  insolvent,  being  largely  indebted 
to  British  merchants.  The  petitioner,  Bustomjee,  was  the  owner  of  one 
of  the  debts  covered  by  the  payment ;  and  during  the  negotation  of 
the  treaty  the  British  agents  promised  him  his  claim  would  be  insisted 
npon,  and,  when  received,  paid  to  him.  And  the  money  was  paid  to 
the  British  plenipotentiary  to  pay  the  petitioner  among  others.  The 
petitioner  not  having  received  his  money,  filed  his  "  petition  of  right" 
(the  ancient  common  law  remedy  for  the  subject  against  the  Crown), 
claiming  that  the  Queen  had  received  his  money  as  his  agent  or  trustee ; 
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and  praying  that  *^  Her  Majesty  may  be  pleased  to  direct  the  payment 
of  the  said  sam  to  him."  This  action  did  not  fail  becaase  the  Qaeen 
was  not  subject  to  judicial  proceedings,  as  a  similiar  case  would  have 
failed  if  brought  against  the  Oovernment  of  the  United  States.  It  failed 
because  it  had  no  merit.  Chief  Justice  Cockburn,  one  of  the  tribunal 
of  arbitration,  and  fresh  from  Geneva,  said,  in  his  opinion  rejecting  the 
petition : 

In  Bach  a  case  a  petition  of  right  will  not  lie.  The  notion  that  the  Qaeen  of  this 
country,  in  receiving  a  sum  of  money  in  order  to  do  instice  to  some  of  her  sabjeots,  to 
whom  otherwise  ininstice  would  be  done,  becomes  the  agent  of  those  sabjecte,  seems 
to  me  really  too  wild  a  notion  to  require  a  single  word  of  observation  beyond  that  of 
emphatically  condemning  it.  In  like  manner,  to  say  that  the  sovereign  becomes  the 
'*  trustee''  for  subjects  on  whose  behalf  monev  has  been  received  by  the  Crown,  ap- 
pears to  be  equally  untenable.  It  oomes  simply  to  this,  that  Her  Majesty,  in  order  to 
enable  her  to  see  that  injustice  is  not  done  to  her  subjects,  stipulates  for  the  payment 
in  her  hands  of  a  sum  of  money.  The  distribution  of  that  must  be  left  to  Her  Miy- 
«8ty's  discretion. 

Justice  Blackburn,  concurring,  said : 

But  I  do  not  think  that  it  can  possibly  be  said  that  when  the  Queen  has,  as  a  high  act 
of  state,  made  a  treaty  and  received  money  in  consequence  of  an  act  of  state,  the  mode 
of  distributing  it  is  in  any  way  enforceable  by  a  court  of  law,  or  subject  to  the  findings 
of  a  jun^.  I  think  there  is  a  moral  claim  that  it  be  given  to  the  right  person,  which 
must  be  investigated  in  the  manner  in  which  Her  Majesty  is  pleased  to  direct,  and  the 
ministers  who  direct  it  would  probably  be  responsible  in  Parliament  if  they  did  it  un- 
justly. 

Mr.  Justice  Lush  said,  in  the  same  case : 

Again,  if  this  were  treated  not  as  the  demand  of  a  debt  recoverable  at  common  law,  bat 
as  a  trust,  a  similar  answer  would  be  given,  and  it  is  equally  valid,  that  no  subject  can 
charge  the  Crown  with  being  a  trustee  for  him.  *  *  *  It  was  received  by  her  in 
her  sovereign  character,  to  be  dispensed,  as  I  have  said,  according  to  the  views  of  tbe 
advisers  of  the  Crown  as  to  the  persons  entitled  and  the  amounts  which  should  be  fair 
and  just  as  regards  the  claims  of  parties. 

When  this  case  went  to  the  court  of  appeals  the  judgoient  was  affirmed 
without  dissent.  In  delivering  the  opinion  of  the  court,  Lord  Coleridge, 
chief  justice,  used  the  following  language : 

We  assent,  upon  full  consideration,  to  the  reasoning  of  the  judges  in  the  court  below. 
The  making  of  peace  and  the  making  of  war,  as  they  are  the  undoubted,  so  they  are,  per- 
haps, the  highest  acts  ot  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown.  The  terms  on  which  peace  is  made 
are  in  the  absolute  discretion  of  tiie  sovereign.  If  Captain  Elliott  did  (to  use  the  words 
of  the  petitioner;  promise  that  the  Queen  would  compel  the  Chinese  Government  to 
pay  these  claims  when  terms  of  peace  were  arranged;  if  Sir  Henry  Pottinger  did 
promise  that  these  claims  should  be  insisted  on  and  should  be  paid,  they  both  ex« 
ceeded  their  authority,  and  promised  what  they  had  no  power  to  perform,  or  to  pledge 
the  Queen  to  perform.  The  Qaeen  might  or  not,  as  she  thought  fit,  have  made  peace 
at  all ;  she  might  or  not,  as  she  thought  fit,  have  insisted  on  this  money  being  paid  her. 
*  *  *  We  do  not  say  that  under  no  circumstances  can  the  Crown  be  a  trustee ;  we 
do  not  even  say  that  under  no  circumstances  can  the  Crown  be  an  agent ;  but  it  seems 
clear  to  us  that  in  all  that  relates  to  the  making  and  performance  of  a  treaty  with 
another  sovereign  the  Crown  is  not,  and  cannot  be,  either  a  trustee  or  an  agent  for  any 
subject  whatever. 

We  do  not,  indeed,  doubt  that  on  the  payment  of  the  money  by  the  Emperor  of 
China  there  was  a  duty  on  the  part  of  the  English  sovereign  to  administer  the  money 
eo  received  according  to  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty,  but  it  was  a  duty  to  do  justice  to 
her  subjects  according  to  the  advice  of  her  responsible  minister;  not  the  duty  of  an 
agent  to  a  principal,  or  of  a  trustee  to  a  cestui  que  trust. 

There  is  a  strong  parallel  between  the  claim  set  forth  by  Bustomjee 
and  that  of  the  insurers.  A  sum  in  gross  was  paid  to  the  United  States, 
as  in  the  case  cited,  not  for  the  payment  of  any  particular  claim  or  claims, 
but  ^^for  the  satisfaction  of  all  the  claims  referred  to  the  consideration 
of  the  tribunaP;  and  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  treaty 
the  tribunal  declared  that  ^^  all  the  claims  referred  to  in  the  treaty 
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as  sabmitted  to  the  tribunal  are  bereby  fully,  perfectly,  and  finally 
settled."  2^0  particular  sum  of  money  was  found  to  be  due  or  awarded 
to  any  particalar  claimant  at  Geneva.  Ko  claimant  was  there  having 
a  right  to  be  heard.  It  was,  as  Gladstone,  prime  minister,  said  in  Par- 
liament, ^^  entirely  a  question  beticeen  the  governments.^  Hence,  when 
the  decision  in  the  Kustomjee  case  was  announced  in  England,  public 
attention  was  at  once  attracted  to  the  parallel,  and  the  London  Times 
8aid,  editorially,  in  commenting  upon  it : 

Similar  principles,  in  different  terms,  would  apply  to  such  an  indemnity  as  we  paid 
to  the  United  States,  and  it  would  follow,  therefore,  that  the  money  was  paid  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  not  in  the  mere  capacity  of  a  trustee  foi  individnals, 
but  as  the  sovereign  authority  of  the  nation.  *  *  *  Congress,  accordingly,  is  per- 
fectly within  its  competence  in  considering  how  the  surplus  sbail  be  appropriated. 

And  in  the  very  same  editorial,  commenting  upon  the  claims  of  insur- 
ance companies,  it  says : 

Where  a  ship  was  fully  insured,  of  course  the  owners  received  their  compensation 
at  the  time  from  the  underwriters,  and  they  cannot  be  paid  over  again.  But  the  under- 
▼riters  also  received  their  compensation,  for  they  insured  the  vessel  at  war  risks ;  and 
the  additional  premium,  not  merely  on  the  particular  ship  which  was  lost,  but  on  the 
Domerous  other  ships  insured  on  the  same  lavorable  terms,  must  be  regarded  as  hav- 
ing secured  them  against  loss.  They  agreed,  in  fact,  for  the  payment  of  certain  pre- 
miums, to  run  the  risk  of  the  very  disaster  which  happened  to  any  such  vessel,  and 
they  must,  therefore,  be  regarded  as  having  insured  themselves  against  the  conse- 
qaenees.  To  pay  further  compensation  to  them  would,  in  this  instance,  also  be  paying 
them  twice  over. 

It  is  a  significant  fact,  in  connection  with  this  article,  that  when  it  first 
appeared  in  the  newspapers  of  this  country,  the  above  remarks  as  to  the 
claims  of  insurers  were  entirely  omitted,  with  nothing  to  indicate  that 
an  omi^on  was  made. 

lu  strict  accord  with  the  view  that  the  tribunal  of  arbitration  did  not 
and  could  not  pass  upon  the  conflicting  titles  to  the  money  awarded,  the 
Bapreme  Court  of  the  United  States  decided,  in  the  very  case  relied 
open  by  insurance  companies — Gomegys  vs.  Yasse,  1  Peters  (which  we 
will  examine  more  particularly  hereafter  upon  another  point),  that  the 
board  of  commissioners  appointed  under  the  treaty  with  Spain  to  decide 
apon  the  amount  and  validity  of  the  claims  of  American  citizens  had  no 
power  to  decide  finally  to  whom  a  claim  was  really  due.  The  court 
says: 

They  had  vo  authority  to  compel  parties,  asserting  conflicting  interests,  to  appear 
and  litigate  before  them,  nor  to  summon  witnesses  to  establish  or  repel  such  interests  ; 
and,  under  such  circumstances,  it  cannot  be  presumed  that  it  was  the  intention  of 
either  government  to  clothe  them  with  an  authority  so  summary  and  conclusive,  with 
means  so  little  adapted  to  the  attainment  of  the  ends  of  substantial  justice. 

And  it  is  to  be  noted  in  this  connection  that  under  this  treaty  the 
parties  appeared  in  person  before  the  commissioners,  urged  their  claims, 
and  had  personal  awards  in  their  favor. 

The  Kustomjee  case,  in  so  far  as  it  is  an  authority  in  this  country,  and 
the  opinion  of  the  court  in  Comegys  vs.  Vasse,  destroy  the  main  prop- 
osition of  the  insurance  companies.  They  persistently  argue,  as  Kus- 
tomjee did,  that  their  claims  were  recognized  by  the  British  and  Amer- 
ican Governments;  and,  as  Yasse's  assignees  did,  that  a  sum  of  money 
vas  awarded  to  cover  their  particular  claims ;  and,  in  the  language  of 
Ur.  Evarts,  that  nothing  prevents  the  pursuit  of  the  American  Gov- 
ernment as  their  trustee  but  its  general  immunity  from  judicial  pursuit. 
In  England  that  immunity  does  not  exist.  The  subject  is  entitled  to 
his  petition  of  right,  ^'  where  his  land  or  goods  or  money  have  found 
their  way  into  the  possession  of  the  Crown,  and  the  purpose  of  the 
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petition  is  to  obtain  restitution,  or  if  restitution  cannot  be  given  com- 
pensation in  money,  or  where  the  claim  arises  oat  of  a  contract  as  for 
goods  supplied  to  the  Crown  or  to  the  public  service."  (See  Feather  t?«. 
The  Queen,  6  B.  &  S.,  294.)  And  the  proceeding  of  Bustomjee  failed 
because  he  had  no  legal  or  equitable  right  in  or  to  the  money,  but  was 
dependent  upon  the  justice  and  equity  of  the  proper  executive  author- 
ity. 

Had  the  British  Government  paid  the  United  States  a  sum  in  gross 
without  the  intervention  of  a  tribunal  of  arbitration,  the  parallel  would 
have  been  perfect.  Who  doubts  that  the  distribution  would  have  been 
wholly  a  legislative  question  !  Yet  the  only  object  of  the  tribunal  was 
to  ascertain  how  much  Great  Britain  should  pay  the  United  States. 

We  are,  therefore,  decidedly  of  the  opinion  that  in  refusing  to  recog- 
nize the  claims  of  the  insurance  companies,  we  do  not  violate  any  legal 
or  equitable  right  belonging  to  them.  It  destroys  no  right  of  property. 
It  does  not  take  advantage  of  the  government's  immunity  from  judicial 
pursuit ;  but  puts  itself  upon  the  broad  ground  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
Congress  to  distribute  this  fund,  the  distribution  of  which  is  not  and 
should  not  be  a  merely  judicial  question.  There  have  been  cases  where 
Congress  has  referred  the  distribution  of  a  similar  fund  to  the  ordinary 
courts.  Under  all  prior  treaties,  the  treaty  itself  provided  for  the 
reference  and  payment  of  private  claims.  But  in  these  no  complicated 
questions  arose.  They  were  chiefly  investigations  of  fact.  And  it  was 
not  necessary  to  settle  in  advance  the  principles  of  distribution,  in  order 
that  justice  should  be  done.  In  the  present  case,  as  we  have  seen.  Con- 
gress has  been  uniformly  apprehensive  that,  under  a  general  reference 
to  the  courts  of  law,  the  real  sufferers  would  be  passed  by,  and  the  ex- 
traordinary spectacle  presented  of  the  division  of  an  indemnity  fund 
among  persons  who  had  never  lost  a  dollar,  but  whose  pockets  had  been 
filled  by  the  very  acts  out  of  which  it  arose. 

An  investigation  of  the  causes  leading  to  the  treaty,  of  the  character 
of  the  tribunal  of  arbitration,  and  of  the  reasons  controlling  it  and  the 
action  of  the  two  governments  appearing  before  it,  both  before  and  dar- 
ing its  sittings,  will  furnish  good  reason  tor  this  opinion.  A  narrow 
view  of  the  case,  and  one  that  at  first  view  captivates  the  lawyer,  is  this: 
our  government  presented  certain  claims  against  Great  Britain  ;  some 
were  rejected  by  the  court,  others  were  allowed  or  seemed  to  be,  and  all 
that  remains  for  us  to  do  is  to  hand  over  the  money  we  receivecl  to  the 
persons  whose  claims  were  allowed,  or  to  refer  the  question  to  some 
court  to  settle.  A  broader  and  more  correct  view  would  be  stated  as 
follows:  The  tribunal  of  arbitration  was  not  an  ordinary  court  of  law, 
and  did  not  act  on  the  ordinary  principles  of  jurisprudence.  It  was  cre- 
ated by  the  treaty.  The  sole  object  of  its  creation  was  to  preserve  i>eace 
by  settling  all  matters  of  controversy  between  two  powerful  nations.  It 
had  no  previous  code  of  law  by  which  it  could  be  guided.  It  was  to 
have  no  future  existence.  The  treaty  which  created  it  laid  down  the 
agreed  law  upon  which  it  should  act,  the  three  principles  or  rules,  and  the 
doctrines  of  international  law  so  far  as  applicable.  These  three  rales  were 
not  adopted  because  a  part  of  any  system  of  jurisprudence  or  of  interna- 
tional law.  They  were  adopted  because  arbitration  would  have  been  a  fail- 
ure without  them.  They  were  insisted  upon  and  agreed  to  by  the  United 
States  because  of  their  supposed  immense  value  to  us  in  the  future ;  and 
by  the  British  Government  because  their  application  tended  to  strengthen 
its  case  before  the  tribunal.  The  Government  of  the  United  States  had 
based  its  claims  for  damages  upon  much  broader  grounds  before  the 
treaty  was  signed.    It  insisted  that  the  prime  cause  of  all  our  losses  upon 
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the  sea  was  the  premature  and  hasty  recognitiou  of  the  Confederate  Gov- 
ernment, which  gave  it  belligerent  rights  upon  the  sea  before  a  battle 
was  foaght  on  land,  or  a  ship  constructed.  It  insisted,  and  with  great 
truth,  that  the  Confederate  cruisers  were  built,  manned,  and  equipped 
in  British  ports,  and  that  the  naval  power  of  the  insurgents  was 
solely  of  British  creation  and  maintenance.  And  it  therefore  held  Great 
Britain  responsible  for  all  our  losses  upon  sea;  for  enhanced  rates  of 
insurance;  for  the  pursuit  of  Confederate  cruisers;  and  the  prolonga- 
tion of  the  war.  It  made  no  distinction  between  the  Florida  and  the 
Georgia,  or  the  Alabama  and  the  Shenandoah. 

When  it  narrowed  its  claims  by  the  terms  of  the  treaty,  it  did  so  in 
the  interest  of  iieace  and  future  advantage — not  from  couTiction  of  being 
in  the  wrong.    When  it  consented  before  the  tribunal  to  the  exclusion 
of  national  claims,  including  the  war  premiums,  the  prolongation  of  the 
war,  and  the  transfer  of  our  marine  to  the  British  flag,  it  was  preserv- 
ing the  existence  of  the  tribunal  of  arbitration,  which  was  in  imminent 
danger,  and  sacrificed  to  the  principle  of  peace  the  main  elements  of  its 
case,  and  gained  immense  advantage  in  the  rule  laid  down.    And  when 
the  tribunal  itself  rejected  from  consideration  these  various  national 
claims,  it  did  so  upon  no  article  of  the  treaty  or  reasonable  principle 
of  international  law,  but  after  and  in  pursuance  to  a  secret  agreement 
of  the  two  governments,  necessary  to  the  continuance  of  the  tribunal, 
that  in  the  interest  of  peace  the  tribunal  should  arbitrarily  settle  a  con- 
troversy in  which  neither  side  was  willing  to  recede. 

Upon  what  principle  of  international  law  could  the  tribunal  of  arbi- 
tration maintain  that  damages  for  the  destruction  of  our  commercial 
marine,  the  increased  cost  of  the  war,  and  the  payment  of  enhanced  pre- 
miams  of  insurance  could  not  be  awarded  or  computed  between  nations f 
What  becomes  of  arbitration  in  the  future,  if  this  be  law  ?  The  British 
counsel  made  no  such  argument;  insisted  upon  no  such  claim.  They 
did  insist,  however,  that  these  subjects  were  not  within  the  purview  of 
the  treaty,  had  not  been  submitted  to  the  tribunal,  and  were  not  within 
its  jurisdiction.  In  all  the  negotiations  between  the  filing  of  our  case  at 
Geneva,  and  the  agreed  rejection  of  the  national  or  indirect  claims  alluded 
to,  the  British  argument  was  that  only  private  claims  had  been  submit- 
ted, and  that  under  the  treaty  the  American  Government  had  waived 
all  claim  for  national  damages.  All  negotiation  for  a  supplemen- 
tal treaty  failed.  Arbitration  was  upon  the  very  verge  of  failure. 
But  by  secret  agreement  between  the  two  nations,  the  tribunal  cut  the 
gordian  knot  by  ignoring  the  jurisdictional  question  raised  by  England, 
and  a  unanimous  rejection  of  the  claims  as  stated. 

The  truth  is,  the  tribunal  was  in  part  a  diplomatic  court,  whose  main 
object  was  to  attain  peace  by  the  settlement  of  all  questions  pending, 
and  not  to  determine  what  individual  losers  or  classes  of  sufi[;erer8  should 
receive  indemnity.  It  awarded  indemnity  on  no  fixed  principles  of  jus- 
tice, and  its  award  furnishes  no  basis  for  distribution.  The  action  of 
the  United  States  in  entering  into  the  treaty,  or  before  the  tribunal,  did 
not  change,  and  was  not  intended  to  deny  the  rights  of  its  citizens  in 
any  fund  it  might  receive.  When  it  surrendered  previous  positions,  or 
abandoned  classes  of  claims,  because  of  other  greater  advantages  to  us 
as  a  nation,  it  was  conscious  of  its  power  to  satisfy  these  sacrificed  claims 
by  the  distribution  of  the  fund  to  the  actual  losers  when  that  fund  came 
into  its  possession.  If  it  surrendered  valid  claims  for  its  own  purposes, 
it  has  received  pay  for  those  claims  as  much  as  if  they  had  actually 
entered  into  the  computation  of  damages.  Peace,  the  satisfaction  of 
national  honor,  and  supposed  valuable  principles  of  action  in  the  future 
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were  all  gained  by  oar  government  in  tbe  negotiation  of  the  treaty,  and 
the  award  of  the  tribnnal. 

The  money  awarded  belongs  as  mach  to  these  classes  as  to  any  other. 
They  assisted  in  the  final  result,  add  if  they  were  not  recognized  at 
Geneva,  they  are  entitled  to  recognition  at  home.  The  government 
recovered  the  money  in  its  own  name  for  that  express  parp#se.  We 
therefore  deny  the  proposition,  insisted  upon  by  insurance  companieB, 
that  the  Qeneva  fand  represents  any  particular  claims  or  classes  of 
claims.  All  the  '^claims  referred  to  the  tribunal"  were  satisfied  by 
the  award.  It  was  paid  as  a  gross  sum  for  that  purpose.  And  it  is  tbe 
duty  of  the  legislative  power  of  the  government  to  ascertain  who  were 
actual  sufferers  for  the  purpose  of  indemnifying  them  for  the  loss.  It 
should  not  permit  its  action  at  Oeneva,  in  its  own  general  interest,  to 
destroy  valid  claims.  Circumstances  did  not  permit  the  tribunal  to  do 
justice  to  individuals;  but  only  to  adjust  questions  between  nations. 
Congress  must  therefore  do  that  justice.  Courts  cannot  do  it  upon  the 
general  principles  of  law  or  equity,  because  the  tribnnal  of  arbitration 
was  not  guided  by  them  in  its  preliminary  action.  It  was  as  much  a 
court  of  diplomacy  as  a  court  of  law.  To  follow  its  windings  would 
enrich  the  rich  by  robbing  the  poor  of  an  indemnity  fund  acquired  for 
their  benefit.  And  to  throw  these  claims  into  any  ordinary  court  of 
law  would  prevent  the  consideration  of  all  the  equitable  circumstances 
that  should  govern  in  the  distribution  of  an  indemnity  fund.  As 
Justice  Maule  very  properly  said  in  DeBode's  case:  "Neither  the 
Queen's  Bench  nor  any  other  court  administers  justice  in  general.'' 

But  it  is  argued  that  when  ships  and  cargoes  were  destroyed,  upon 
which  insurance  was  paid,  tbe  insurer  became  vested,  upon  abandon- 
ment, with  all  the  rights  of  the  original  owner,  including  his  right  to 
pursue  any  foreign  government,  through  his  own  government,  to  repar- 
ation in  damages.  And  numerous  decisions  upon  the  doctrine  of  sab- 
rogation  have  been  cited  in  support  of  this  view.  Confidence  in  this 
proposition  accounts  for  the  zealous  support  given  by  insurance  men  to 
the  bill  of  the  committee  proposing  a  general  reference  to  the  Court  of 
Claims.  Although  the  Government  of  the  United  States  has  rarely 
permitted,  in  Congress  or  in  the  Executive  Departments,  the  applica- 
tion of  this  technical  rule,  we  acknowledge  its  correctness  in  an  onli- 
nary  suit  at  law  between  individuals.  But  there  is  a  marked  distinction 
between  the  cases  cited  and  the  one  under  consideration — especially 
that  of  Comegys  vs.  Vasse.  All  the  captures  by  Confederate  cruisers 
were  legal.  The  property  was  all  destroyed.  There  was  no  property  to 
recover.  No  legal  right  existed  against  the  Confederate  Government ; 
no  right  of  any  kind  existed  against  the  Government  of  Great  Britain. 
Its  ships  of  war  had  not  committed  the  wrong;  nor  had  it  authorized 
the  seizures  or  destruction.  There  was,  therefore,  no  right  to  pursue 
the  Confederate  or  British  Government  by  the  owner  of  property 
destroyed.  As  Chief  Justice  Kent  said  in  the  Gracie  case :  "There  was 
no  legal  redress  remaining  in  contemplation  of  law,  and,  therefore,  there 
was  no  spes  recuperandi  existing,  or  none  which  could  be  the  subject  of 
liquidation."  And  in  the  case  of  tbe  destruction  of  our  property  by 
English-built  Confederate  cruisers  there  was  no  legal  redress  against 
the  British  Government,  not  merely  because  it  was  free  from  judicial 
pursuit  (which  is  not  true,  because  Americans  can  file  a  petition  of  right), 
but  because,  its  acts  or  faults  being  acts  of  omission,  neglect^  default, 
it  had  committed  no  wrong  to  an  individual,  but  it  was  answerable 
as  a  sovereign  government  only  to  our  sovereign  government  for  the 
failure  to  preserve  its  neutrality,  to  take  active  steps  to  prevent  the 
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amage,  which  was  a  daty  it  owed  to  as  in  oar  national  character 
^hen,  therefore,  by  treaty,  we  provided  for  the  settlement  of  all  these 
oestioos  and  the  awarding  of  damages  to  ns,  it  was  exactly  as  Mr. 
lish  contended  it  shoald  be,  and  Mr.  Gladstone  said  it  was: 

No  cIaitds  of  individaals  have  been  sabmitted  to  arbitration  in  relation  to  the  Ala- 
tama.  What  was  sabmitted  to  arbitration  waa  entirely  a  qaestion  between  two  gor- 
(niiB«nt8. 

And  it  cannot  be  too  often  repeated.  The  nation  recovered  this 
noney,  and  the  nation  shoald  divide  it.  Under  previoas  treaties  the 
money  was  awarded  to  individnals. 

What  claim,  then,  have  these  insnrance  companies  npon  Congress  to 
bave  their  losses  reimbarsed  withoat  the  consideration  of  the  greater 
^ins  they  realized  T    None  whatever  in  law  or  in  eqnity.    Why  should 
their  demand  be  heard  for  a  reference  to  the  coarts  with  all  the  delay 
incident  to  protracted  litigation  f    Why  shoald  we  give  them  the  oppor- 
tunity to  recover  their  losses  in  a  coart  of  law,  with  no  provision  for  an 
accoant  of  their  gains?    The  conntry  is  ander  no  obligation  to  them. 
They  assnmed  war-risks  volantarily,  and  as  a  profitable  business.    They 
charged  premiums  proportionate  to  the  risk.    Early  in  the  war  they 
defeated  payment  of  losses  under  the  ordinary  marine  risk,  and  the 
courts  held  with  them  that  captures  by  Confederate  cruisers  were  not 
covered  by  it. 

This  was  their  first  manifestation  of  that  patriotic  fervor  to  which 
allnsion  is  here  made,  only  because  of  the  preposterous  claim  that  in- 
sarance  companies  were  patriotic  in  assuming  war  risks. 

They  demanded  increased  rates  before  assuming  any  war  risk.    They 
demanded  premiums  which  would  in  their  judgment,  when  added  to- 
other, more  than  pay  all  losses  they  might  sustain.    These  premiums 
were  at  times  enormous.    But  they  calculated  well.    For  when  the  war 
was  over,  and  the  books  were  balanced,  only  four  companies  out  of  45 
engaged  in  the  business  could  show  that  it  bad  been  a  losing  one. 
Their  net  losses  reached  the  small  sum  of  $111,055,  while  the  a<5tual  net 
gains  of  the  remaining  41  have  been  estimated  at  $5,000,000.    These 
net  gains  they  extracted,  and  much  more,  from  the  very  war-premium 
men  whose  claims  tbey  are  disputing;  for  in  estimating  gains  or  losses, 
we  have  been  computing  war  risks  alone.    Shall  we  give  this  fund  to 
the  corporation  which,  in  the  language  of  the  London  Times,  paid  it- 
self in  advance  for  all  expected  losses,  and  more  than  realized  these 
losses  in  heavy  war  premiums  ?    Shall  we  give  it  to  all  the  members  of 
a  mutual  insurance  company,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  particular  members 
of  that  company  who  paid  the  premiums?    Shall  we  divide  the  fund 
among  the  sufferers^  or  permit  the  gainers  to  absorb  the  bulk  of  it  f 

In  the  matter  of  insurance  of  war  risks  there  were  two  classes,  the 
insurer  and  the  insured.  The  insurer  certainly  made  money.  If  he  did 
Dot,  his  losses  will  be  reimbursed  under  this  bill.  The  insured  could  make 
no  money.  His  was  an  outlay  for  protection  against  disaster.  If  he  suf- 
fered no  loss,  his  premium  was  an  extra  and  unnecessary  expense.  If 
he  suffered  loss,  insurance  rarely  covered  his  property  to  the  full  extent. 
The  best  that  could  be  done  by  a  war-premium  payer  was  to  endeavor  to 
add  his  extra  expense  to  the  cost  of  his  goods,  or  to  the  freight  of  his  ship. 
We  have  seen,  by  the  statement  made  by  Mr.  Cobden,  that  after  the 
eniisers  were  let  loose  from  England,  three-fourths  of  the  commerce  of 
New  York  was  carried  in  foreign  bottoms.  The  importers,  who  imported 
the  remaining  fourth  in  American  bottoms,  could  not  fix  the  market 
price  in  New  York.  The  importer  in  foreign  bottoms  ruled  the  market. 
His  goods  had  no  war  risks  added  to  the  prime  cost.    It  was  not  thei^- 
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fore  in  the  power  of  tbe  shipper  in  American  bottoms  to  regulate  the  piice 
of  his  goods  in  the  market,  and  to  iuclade  the  war  premium  he  was 
compelled  to  pay.  He  was  frequently  a  loser,  and  even  when  he  realized 
a  net  profit  upon  a  particular  adventure  it  would  not  cover  the  interest 
of  his  investment,  the  expense  of  his  establishment,  and  the  losses  gen- 
erally incident  to  his  business  from  the  presence  of  these  cruisers 
upon  the  high  seas.  So  with  the  owner  of  American  ships.  When 
he  offered  his  vessel  for  freight  he  was  compelled  to  ask  higher  rates 
to  cover  his  heavy  insurance.  Gould  he  do  so  when  the  neutral  ships  of 
other  nations  were  in  port  competing  for  the  same  freight  f  The  shipper 
of  goods  in  a  neutral  vessel  had  no  war  risks  to  pay  upon  his  goods. 
He  would  naturally  prefer  a  neutral  ship  with  the  same  rate  of  freight 
prevailing.  Did  not  the  American  ship  owner,  who  was  too  plucky  to 
sell  or  transfer  his  vessel,  suffer  heavy  damage,  not  only  in  the  payment 
of  premiums  upon  his  vessel  and  in  the  general  disturbance  and  derange- 
ment of  his  business,  but  frequently  by  insurance  upon  the  very  freight 
he  carried?  We  know  that  the  American  people  suffered  enormous 
damage  by  the  Coufederate  cruisers,  not  only  in  what  was  destroyed  bat 
in  what  they  accomplished  in  the  destruction  of  our  marine  and  the  over- 
throw of  business.  Did  insurance  companies  suffer  one  particle  of  tbis 
loss?  They  did  not  have  a  ship  afloat  nor  a  cargo  on  the  sea.  Their 
business  was  the  receipt  of  premiums  and  the  payment  of  losses.  Their 
business  was  unusually  prosperous.  But  the  American  merchant  ship- 
ping in  American  bottoms,  but  particularly  the  owners  of  American 
ships  trading  beyond  the  coast,  did,  as  a  class,  suffer  heavy  and  unusual 
damage.  The  $15,500,000  paid  us  by  England  will  not  represent  a  small 
portion  of  it.  Is  it  not  fair  and  just,  then,  that  where  they  can  show 
the  payment  of  extra  war  risks,  paid  after  the  sailing  of  a  Confederate 
cruiser,  they  should  be  reimbursed  this  loss  which  was  caused  directly  to 
them  by  England's  conduct  in  permitting  the  building,  manning,  equip- 
ping:, and  sailing  of  war  ships  ? 

The  substitute  offered  by  us  has  provided  for  the  payment  of  such 
claims,  with  the  qualification,  however,  that  the  court  shall  ^^  deduct  any 
sum  in  any  way  received  by  or  paid  to  the  claimant  in  diminution  of  the 
amount  paid  for  any  such  premium,  so  that  the  actual  loss  only  shall  he 
allowed.'*^ 

An  agent,  therefore,  who  was  reimbursed  by  his  foreign  principal 
would  not  be  paid.  Nor  one  who  received  in  dividends  more  than  his 
premiums. 

We  have  also  provided  for  the  payment  of  the  losses  of  all  persons  by 
any  Confederate  cruiser,  whether  exculpated  or  inculpated.  And  we 
do  so  upon  principles  heretofore  stated  in  part. 

The  original  claim  of  our  government  upon  Great  Britain  is  stated  in 
the  following  extract  from  a  formal  note  to  Great  Britain,  dated  May  20, 
1865,  and  we  cite  it  in  detail,  because  important  in  this  connection : 

First  That  the  act  of  reco^ition  was  precipitate  and  anpreoedeDted. 

Second,  That  it  had  tbe  efi'ect  of  creating  these  parties  belligerents  after  the  recog- 
nition, instead  of  nierely  acknowledging  an  existing  fact.    •    *    • 

Fourth.  That  during  tne  whole  course  of  tbe  struggle  in  America,  of  nearly  four  yean 
in  duration,  there  has  been  no  appearance  of  the  insurgents  as  a  belligerent  on  the 
ocean  excepting  in  the  shape  of  British  vessels,  constructed,  equipped,  supplied,  manned, 
and  armed  in  British  ports.    •    *    * 

Ninth,  That  the  injuries  thus  received  *  *  are  of  so  grave  a  nature  as  in  reason 
and  justice  to  constitute  a  valid  claim  for  reparation  and  indemnification. 

Near  the  close  of  this  note  our  government  thus  sums  up  the  case: 

The  nation  that  recognized  a  power  as  a  belligerent  before  it  had  built  a  vessel,  and 
became  itself  the  sole  source  of  all  the  belligerent  character  it  has  ever  possessed  on 


DISTRIBUTION   OF   THE   GENEVA   AWARD.  35 

the  ooean,  mnst  be  regarded  as  reeponsible  for  all  the  damage  that  has  ensaed  from 
that  canse  to  the  commerce  of  a  power  with  which  it  was  under  the  meet  sacred  of 
obligations  to  preserve  amity  and  peace. 

The  Secretary  of  State  officially  wrote,  Jane  13, 1868 : 

I  have  been  singolarly  unfortunate  in  my  correspondence  if  I  have  not  given  it 
clearly  to  be  understood  that  a  violation  of  neutrality  by  the  Queen^s  proclamation, 
and  kindred  proceedings  of  the  British  Government,  is  regarded  as  a  national  wrong 
and  injury  to  the  United  States,  and  that  the  lowest  form  of  satisfaction  for  that 
national  injury  that  the  United  States  could  accept  would  be  found  in  an  indemnity, 
without  reservation  or  compromise,  by  the  British  Government  to  those  citizens  of  the 
United  States  who  had  suffered  individual  injury  and  damage  by  the  vessels  of  war 
unlawfully  built,  equipped,  manned,  fitted  out,  or  entertained  and  protected  in  the 
British  ports  and  harbors. 

As  we  have  said  before,  we  abandoned  this  ground  only  in  the  interest 
of  peace,  and  as  a  basis  for  the  treaty.  We  established  certain  rules 
for  the  guidance  of  the  tribunal  of  arbitration.  They  were  arbitrary* 
rales.  Under  them  the  tribunal  exculpated  all  but  the  Alabama,  the 
Florida,  and  the  Shenandoah  after  Melbourne.  But  what  better  claim 
upon  the  United  States  Government  has  a  sufferer  by  the  Alabama  than 
a  sufferer  by  the  Georgia  or  the  Shenandoah  before  Melbourne  T  The 
ships  were  of  the  same  class,  register,  equipment,  ownership — indeed, 
in  every  way  similar.  But  as  want  of  diligence,  which  was  one  of 
the  elements  established  by  the  new  rules  prescribed  in  the  treaty, 
could  not  be  shown  in  the  absence  of  notice  by  our  minister  in  their 
cases,  they  were  technically  exculpated.  And  they  were  so  exculpated 
because  Great  Britain  had  not  failed  to  perform  her  duty  as  prescribed 
in  said  rules.  But  the  duty  upon  the  part  of  our  government  is  the 
same.  We  are  not  bound  by  the  exculpation  at  home.  This  is  an 
indemnity  fund  to  be  distributed  according  to  right  and  justice;  not 
according  to  the  technical  findings  of  the  tribunal.  What  we  waived 
in  the  treaty  or  before  the  tribunal  was  waived  only  for  purposes 
between  the  two  nations :  and  what  was  decided  by  the  tribunal  settled 
questions  only  between  tne  two  governments. 

In  adopting  this  view  we  agree  with  the  report  of  a  former  committee 
of  this  House,  firom  which  we  copy  as  follows : 

It  will  be  observed  in  the  case  of  some  of  the  cruisers,  that  the  arbitrators  found 
Great  Britain  not  liable  for  want  of  sufficient  evidence  of  complicity  with  that  cruiser. 
The  United  States,  however,  are  estopped  from  setting  up  that  there  was  not  sufficient 
evidence,  because  they  had  over  and  over  a^^ain  declared  not  only  that  there  was,  but 
that  the  very  act  of  acknowledging  the  belligerency  of  the  Confederates  itself  was  the 
"  cause,  and  the  only  cause,''  "  in  which  this  evil  had  its  origin."  Besides,  having  so  ad- 
mitted its  own  liability  and  declared  the  liability  of  Great  Britain  upon  the  ^roand 
of  the  precipitate  recognition  of  belligerency,  why  did  not  the  government  pat  its  case 
upon  that  ground  before  the  tribunalT  Clearly  because  it  accepted  the  "  three  rules " 
instead,  for  its  own  future  advantage.  (Having  for  its  own  interest  withdrawn  from 
the  arbitrators  the  **  cause  and  only  cause  of  the  evil,''  thus  leaving  the  tribnnal  with- 
out evidence  of  that  liability  of  England  which  the  United  States  had  over  and  over 
again,  in  every  diplomatic  form,  insisted  upon,  is  not  the  United  States  estopped  from 
denying  reparation  to  its  citizens  based  upon  the  finding  of  a  tribnnal  to  which,  for 
its  own  purposes,  it  wonld  not  submit  the  evidence  T  Indeed,  by  so  doing,  did  not  our 
government  assume  this  class  of  losses  of  its  citizens  T)  Again,  it  wiU  be  observed 
that  the  tribunal  at  Geneva  found  Great  Britain  liable  for  the  acts  of  the  Shenandoah 
after  she  left  Melbourne  only ;  but  why  is  there  not  the  same  obligation  on  the  United 
States  to  protect  the  water-borne  property  of  its  citizens  or  repair  the  injury  from  the 
Shenandoah  before  Melbourne  as  after,  especially  when  the  United  States,  at  the  close 
of  the  war,  claimed  the  vessel  as  its  own  property,  sold  it  as  such  for  a  sum  very  con- 
siderably approximating  the  amount  of  losses  from  her  capture  before  Melbourne,  and 
thereby  deprived  her  citizens  of  any  remedjr  in  rem  against  the  offending  vessel  her- 
self f  It  was  in  evidence  before  your  committee  that  the  owner  of  the  ship  Delphine 
was  actually  taking  measures  to  bring  his  libel  in  the  British  courts  against  the 
Shenandoah  after  she  returned  to  Liverpool  for  indemnity  for  the  loss  sustained  in  that 
capture  of  the  Delphine,  when  the  intervention  of  the  United  States,  claiming  the  vessel 
as  successor  to  the  Confederacy,  prevented  his  bringing  suit. — (Bepart  o/H,  22.,  43d  Cong,, 
Ut  eessionf  No,  G28,  p,  7.) 

H.  Eep.  663 4 
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We  have  also  provided  in  the  substitate  for  interest,  at  the  rate  of 
6  per  cent,  per  annam,  upon  all  claims  for  the  loss  of  property,  and 
have  allowed  2  per  cent,  per  annum  upon  all  awards  heretofore  made 
under  the  former  law,  which  permitted  only  4  per  cent,  per  annum.  We 
have  done  so,  because  6  per  cent,  has  been  the  lowest  prevailing  rate 
for  many  years  in  the  country  where  the  sufiferers  have  resided. 

We  have  revised  the  law  of  1874  in  so  far  as  it  provided  for  damages 
to  whalers  for  the  loss  of  the  vessel  and  outfit.  These  vessels  carried 
no  freight,  but  were  compelled  to  employ  numerous  sailors.  They  went 
upon  long  voyages.  The  allowance  of  the  value  of  the  vessel  and 
outfit  did  not,  in  the  judgment  of  the  committee,  put  them  upon  an 
equal  footing  with  merchantmen.  The  estimates  presented  by  Mr. 
Stsempfli  and  by  Sir  Alexander  Gockbum  contained  each  an  allowance 
of  25  per  cent,  upon  the  value  of  such  vessels.  We  allude  to  this  as 
the  opinion  of  intelligent  experts  of  each  side  upon  the  proper  method 
of  arriving  at  the  fact  of  the  actual  loss.  We  have  not  adopted  the 
25  per  cent,  which  Sir  Alexander  thought  too  mnch,  but  only  10  per 
cent.,  with  interest  thereon  from  the  time  the  award  bore  interest.  This 
10  per  cent,  is  given  to  those  whose  claims  have  been  adjudicated  as 
well  as  those  that  may  hereafter  be  heard. 

We  have  preferred  to  refer  these  cases  to  a  special  court,  as  was  done 
by  the  previous  law,  whose  expenses  should  be  paid  out  of  the  fund  it- 
self, and,  therefore,  be  no  tax  upon  the  people.  This  money  has  been 
in  the  hands  of  the  government  for  some  time.  The  claimants  are  en- 
titled to  speedy  adjudication,  especially  when  the  government  is  at  do 
extra  expense.  This  is  better  than  sending  them  to  the  Court  of  Claims, 
where  their  litigation  would  be  at  the  expense  of  the  government  and 
might  interfere  with  the  usual  business  of  that  court.  As  the  questions 
referred  by  the  substitute  will  be  chiefly  questions  of  fact,  we  have  pro- 
vided no  appeal  to  a  higher  court.  Speedy  justice  is  the  object  of  this 
omission.  The  bill  proposed  by  the  committee  would  crowd  the  Court 
of  Claims,  and  lay  additional  burdens  upon  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States,  to  which  an  appeal  is  allowed,  besides  harassing  the 
claimants  by  long  and  tedious  litigation. 

JOHN  A.  McMAHON. 
WM.  P.  FRYB. 
BENJ.  F.  BUTLER. 
OMAR  D,  CONGER. 
ELBRIDGB  G.  LAPHAM. 


[SabBtitate.] 

A  BILL  for  reviving  and  continuing  the  Coart  of  Commissioners  of  Alabama  ClatmiBy 
and  for  the  distribution  of  the  unappropriated  moneys  of  the  Geneva  award. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Rouse  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled^  That  an  act  approved  June 
twenty-third,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventyfour,  entitled  '^Au  act  for 
the  creation  of  a  court  for  the  adjudication  and  disposition  of  certain 
moneys  received  into  the  Treasury  under  an  award  by  the  tribunal  of 
arbitration  constituted  by  the  first  article  of  the  treaty  concluded  at 
Washington  the  eighth  of  May,  anno  Domini  eighteen  hundred  and 
seventy-onC;  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  the  Queen  of 
Great  Britain,"  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  revived,  re-enacted,  and 
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ooDtioaed ;  all  the  provisions  thereof  to  take  efifeot  from  and  after  the 
approval  of  this  act,  except  as  changed  or  modified  by  this  act. 

Seo.  2.  That  the  namber  of  judges  for  said  coart  shall  be  three ;  and 
the  agreement  of  two  of  the  judges  shall  be  necessary  to  decide  any 
qnestion  arising  before  said  court. 

Sec.  3.  That  the  judges  of  the  court  hereby  re-established  shall  con- 
TCDC  and  organize,  in  the  city  of  Washington,  as  soon  as  practicable 
after  their  appointment ;  and  the  court  so  organized  shall  exist  eighteen 
months ;  and  all  claims  provable  under  this  act  shall  be  verified  and 
filed  with  the  clerk  of  said  court  within  six  months  from  its  organiza- 
tion, or  they  shall  be  held  to  be  waived  and  barred. 

Sec.  4.  That  the  first  class  shall  be  for  claims  described  in  section 
eleven  of  said  original  act  not  already  adjudicated,  and  for  claims 
directly  resulting  from  damage  done  on  the  high  seas  by  Confederate 
cruisers  dnring  the  late  rebellion,  including  vessels  and  cargoes  attacked 
and  taken  on  the  high  seas  or  pursued  by  them  therefrom,  although  the 
loss  or  damage  occurred  within  four  miles  of  the  shore. 

In  cases  of  the  loss  of  a  whaling- vessel  and  outfit,  the  court  shall  allow, 
in  addition  to  the  compensation  provided  for  in  the  said  original  act,  the 
sum  of  ten  per  cent.,  in  lieu  of  freight,  upon  the  value  of  said  vessel  and 
outfit  as  found  by  said  court. 

And  upon  all  judgments  heretofore  rendered  under  said  act  for  the 
loss  of  a  whaling- vessel  and  outfit,  there  shall  be  allowed  the  said  sum 
of  ten  per  cent  upon  the  awards  as  made  by  the  court,  with  six  per  cent, 
interest  thereon  from  the  day  from  which  said  original  award  bore  in- 
terest until  the  date  of  payment. 

The  second  class  shall  be  for  claims  for  additional  interest  upon  judg- 
ments which  have  been  awarded  and  decreed  by  the  said  Court  of  Ala- 
bama Claims  under  the  said  original  act;  such  interest  to  be  computed 
in  each  case  from  the  time  from  which  interest  was  allowed  in  the  orig- 
inal judgments,  at  the  rate  of  two  per  centum  per  annum  in  addition 
tiiereto,  to  the  time  of  payment,  as  hereinafter  provided. 

And  upon  all  judgements  to  be  hereafter  rendered  upon  claims  of  the 
first  class,  as  herein  described,  interest  shall  be  allowed  at  the  rate  of 
six  per  cent,  per  annum  instead  of  four,  as  provided  in  the  original  act. 

The  third  class  shall  be  for  claims  for  the  payment  of  premiums  for 
Tar  risks,  whether  paid  to  the  corporations,  agents,  or  individuals  after 
the  sailing  of  any  Confederate  cruiser ;  in  determining  which,  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  court  to  deduct  any  sum  in  any  way  received  by  or  paid 
to  the  claimant  in  diminution  of  the  amount  paid  for  any  such  premium, 
H)  that  the  actual  loss  only  shall  be  allowed. 

Sec.  5.  That  the  judgments  rendered  by  said  court  under  this  act 
shall  be  paid  in  currency  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  out  of  the 
sum  of  money  paid  to  the  United  States  pursuant  to  article  seven  of  the 
treaty  of  Washington,  and  accruing  therefrom,  not  appropriated  to 
claims  heretofore  proved  and  allowed  under  the  provisions  of  said  orig- 
inal act  and  the  act  extending  the  time  for  the  filing  of  claims  there- 
under. 

And  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed 
to  pay  out  of  said  fund,  without  further  adjudication  by  any  court,  the 
ten  percent,  upon  whaling- vessels  and  their  outfit,  with  interest,  as  pro- 
Tided  in  section  five  of  this  act,  upon  all  awards  heretofore  made  tor 
Uieir  loss;  and  to  pay  in  the  same  manner  the  sum  of  two  per  cent,  per 
aonom  upon  judgments  which  have  been  heretofore  rendered  by  said 
ooart,  to  be  computed,  as  provided  in  section  five  of  this  act,  up  to  the 
time  of  payment;  and  to  enable  him  to  make  such  payments,  the  Secre- 
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tary  of  State  is  directed  to  furnish  a  certified  statement  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  from  the  files  and  records  of  the  court  in  his  possession. 

Sec.  6.  Judgments  rendered  in  the  first  class  shall  be  first  paid,  and 
as  soon  as  entered.  Payments  shall  be  made  in  the  second  class  before 
judgments  in  the  third  class.  If  the  sum  of  money  so  unappropriated 
shall  be  insufficient  to  pay  the  claims  of  the  second  class  in  full,  they 
shall  be  paid  according  to  the  proportions  which  they  severally  bear  to 
the  whole  amount  of  such  unappropriated  sum  after  the  payment  of 
judgments  in  the  first  class;  and  the  same  rule  shall  be  applied  in  the 
payment  of  judgments  in  the  third  class. 

Sec.  7.  No  person  shall  be  excluded  from  the  provisions  of  this  act  by 
reason  of  his  being  born  in  any.  other  country  than  one  of  the  United 
Sattes,  if,  at  the  time  he  suffered  the  loss  or  damage  provided  for  in  this 
act,  he  was  residing  in  the  United  States  and  doing  business  therein,  or 
was  sailing  under  the  protection  of  the  flag  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  8.  That  all  claims  filed,  or  that  may  hereafter  be  filed,  in  said 
court  in  the  name  of  one  or  more  claimants,  relating  to  a  vessel  in 
which  other  claimants  are  interested,  shall  be  deemed  and  held  to  be 
legally  filed  the  same  as  if  all  the  parties  in  interest  had  joined  in  the 
filing  of  the  petition. 

Sec.  9.  That  this  act  shall  not  be  construed  as  in  any  way  renewing, 
extending,  or  continuing  any  of  the  commissions  or  appointments  of 
judges  or  officers  of  the  said  Court  of  Commissioners  of  Alabama  Claims 
issued  and  made  by  virtue  of  said  origiqal  act. 

Sec.  10.  That  all  moneys  necessary  for  the  payment  of  the  salaries  of 
the  judges  and  officers  authorized  by  this  act,  and  for  the  lawful  ex- 
penses of  the  said  court  hereby  re-established,  are  hereby  appropriated 
out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated ;  all  of 
which  shall  be  reimbursed  out  of  the  said  unappropriated  moneys  be- 
fore any  of  the  judgments  rendered  under  this  act  except  the  first  class 
shall  be  paid.  And  after  the  reimbursement  of  all  the  expenses  author- 
ized by  this  act,  and  the  payment  of  all  the  judgments  rendered  there- 
under, if  there  shall  remain  any  part  of  the  said  money,  the  same  shall 
be  and  remain  a  fund  from  which  Congress  may  hereafter  authorize  pay- 
ment of  other  claims  thereon. 


45th  Congress,  >  HOUSE  OF  BEPBESENTATIVBS.      (  Report 
U  Session.       f  \  No.  664. 


JAMES  O.  HABEISON. 


April  %  187  *. — Committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  Honse  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


Mr.  Warner,  from  the  Committee  of  GlaimSy  submitted  the  following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R  4554.] 

The  Committee  of  Claims^  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  James  O, 
Harrison  for  relief  have  considered  the  same^  and  wotUd  respectfully 
report : 

The  petitioner,  James  O.  Harrison,  was  assistant  assessor  of  internal 
revenne  for  the  second  collection  district  of  Indiana  from  the  1st  day 
of  September,  1862,  to  the  13th  day  of  April,  1869;  that  daring  two 
years  one  month  and  nine  days  of  that  period,  to  wit,  from  the  4th  day 
of  Uaroh,  1867,  to  April  13, 1869,  there  being  no  assessor  in  and  for 
said  district,  he,  by  the  direction  of  the  Commissioner  of  Internal  Bev- 
6Q1I6,  and  while  assistant  assessor  of  said  district,  performed  all  the 
datles  pertaining  to  the  office  of  assessor  of  said  district ;  that  daring 
the  time  he  was  acting  assessor  of  said  district  he  received  only  the  com- 
pensation allowed  by  law  to  assistant  assessors,  to  wit,  $5  per  day.  He 
fiow  asks  the  payment  of  sach  balance  as  will  realize  to  him  the  fall  pay 
of  an  assessor  for  the  period  daring  which  he  discharged  the  daties  of 
that  office.  A  letter  from  the  Fifth  Aaditor  to  a  previoas  committee  of 
this  Hoose,  dated  March  19, 1874,  states  that  sach  balance  is  $1,555.90. 

Toar  committee  believe  that  the  petitioner,  having  performed  the 
duties  of  the  office  of  assessor,  shoald  receive  the  fall  pay  provided  by 
law  for  the  services  he  has  rendered,  and  therefore  report  to  the  Hoase 
the  accompanying  bill,  and  recommend  that  it  do  pass. 


PH  Congress,  I     HOUSE  OP  REPKESENTATIVES.     (  Report 
2d  Session.       ]  \  No.  665. 


JOHN  M.  DORSET  AND  WILLIAM  P.  SHEPEARD. 


OL'iA,  1678. — Committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  Hoase  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


r.  Warner,  from  tbe  Cooimittee  of  Claims,  submitted  the  following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  4555.] 

?  Conimiitee  of  Claims^  to  lohofn  tens  re/erred  the  claim  for  relief  of 
ohn  M.  Dorsey  and  William  Shepeard^  have  had  the  same  under  con- 
deration^  and  respectfully  submit  thefvlloiHng  report : 

be  Senate  Committee  on  Claims  reported  in  favor  of  the  claimants 
he  second  session  of  the  Portythird  Congress,  nnd  also  at  the  first 
ion  of  tbe  Forty -fourth  Congress,  and  the  committee  now  adopt  the 
.  report  made  on  this  claiiu,  with  the  recommendations  therein  con- 
ed, correcting  a  mistake  in  the  computation  of  the  amounts  due  the 
mants,  and  correcting  the  name  of  the  claimant  Shepeard  so  as  to 
:e  it  William  P.  Shepard. 

«  bill  directs  the  payment  to  John  M.  Dorsev  of  (9,021.33,  and  William  Shepard 
i6.66,  in  fnU  settlement  for  beef  and  supplies  nimished  the  troops  by  Wallace,  Dor- 
k  Shepard,  and  8.  B.  Wallace,  in  qneUing  the  Indian  disturbances  in  the  Territory 
tab,  now  the  State  of  Nevada,  in  the  year  I860. 

le  biU  is  based  on  the  petition  of  Dorsey  and  Shepard  to  Conjrress,  which  is  sworn 
r  Dorsey,  and  is  substantially  as  foUows  in  its  statements :  That  in  the  spring  of 
they  were  engaged  in  business  in  said  Territory,  when  great  alarm  existed  among 
nhabitants  of  the  western  portions  of  Utah  in  consequence  of  the  depredations  of 
[H-Ute  Indians;  that  an  irregular  force  of  abont  one  hundred  of  the  best  citizens 
orgaDized,  and  armed  with  snch  weapons  as  they  could  procure,  and  went  out 
Vir^^nia  and  Carson  Cities  to  chastise  the  Indians;  that  the  expedition  fell  into 
ash  and  abont  sixty  of  the  citizens,  including  Major  Ormsby,  their  commander, 
:  killed  and  the  others  dispersed ;  that  great  excitement  and  alarm  followed  among 
-ittzens,  and  it  was  feared  the  neighboring  towns  would  be  attacked,  the  Indians 
oe  assembled  in  large  force.  There  were  no  troops,  arms,  or  government  nearer 
1  oalt  Lake,  five  or  six  hundred  miles  distant.  Under  these  circumstances  the 
>raor  of  California  and  the  United  States  ofiQcer  in  command  of  tbe  Department  of 
Pacific,  sent  forward,  to  Virginia  City,  arms  and  ammunition  in  charge  of  proper 
srs.  Two  or  three  hundred  volunteers  also  came  along  with  the  United  States 
pe.  The  citizens  of  Virginia  City  and  its  vicinity  united  with  these  volunteers  and 
lar  troops  and  organized  a  regiment,  and  selected  Col.  John  C.  Hays  to  take  corn- 
da  The  troops,  thus  organized  and  commanded,  marched  against  the  Indians  and 
r  some  severe  fighting  ci  nquered  a  peace. 

le  memorial  further  states  that  upon  the  organization  of  this  force  it  was  with- 
quartermaster  or  commissary  supplies,  and  in  order  to  obtain  them,  Richard 
^Dowden  was  appointed  commissary,  and  as  such  entered  into  a  verbal  con- 
t  with  said  Wallace  and  the  petitioners  to  furnitth  certain  supplies;  that  in 
formity  therewith  the  three  named  furnished  them  to  the  amount  of  $12,86d, 
eb  was  certified  to  and  vouchers  therefor  issued  by  said  Snowden  as  commissary. 
I  for  the  sum  of  $1,528  was  issued  to  S.  B.  Wallace ;  one  to  John  M.  Dorsey,  S.  B. 
Uace.  and  William  Shepard  for  $5,050,  and  a  third  one  to  the  three  last-named  par- 
>  for  (6,190;  that  Wallace  died  in  1862,  but  before  his  death  assigned  to  Dorsey  all 
rigb^  title,  and  interest  in  all  of  the  certified  accounts ;  that  Dorsey  is  the  just 
ler  of  the  first-mentioned  acconnt  (that  for  $1,528)  and  of  two- thirds  of  the  other 
>,  amountiug  in  the  aggregate  to  $9,021.33,  and  that  Shepard  is  the  owneT  of  oii«- 
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third  of  the  last  twn,  amoniitiDg  to  $3,746.66.  The  petitioners  close  by  saving  they 
famished  these  supplies  for  the  purposes  stated  in  good  faith,  b«-lieying  that  they  would 
be  paid  in  a  short  time,  and  that  the  prices  charged  were  low  for  the  time,  places,  aud 
circumstances. 

At  the  suggestion  of  the  subcommittee  having  this  bill  in  charge,  Mr.  Dorsey  has 
append^  an  affidavit  to  the  memorial,  and  in  this  he  swears  that  he  is  one  of  the  claim- 
ants therein  ;  that  he  knows  all  the  statements  made  theiein  are  true  of  his  own  knowl- 
edge ;  that  the  supplies  were  actually  furnished  as  stated ;  that  the  amount  claimed  is 
jnstly  due,  the  charges  rea8<»uable,  and  that  no  part  thereof  has  been  paid  him  or  any 
of  the  other  parties;  that  the  amount  of  money  subscril>ed  by  the  citizens  of  Virginia 
City  and  vicinity  had  been  exhaunted,  and  this  fact  was  the  reason  and  necessity  for 
Colonel  Hays  and  Colonel  Snowden  making  a  verbal  contract  with  claimants  to  fur- 
nish said  supplies,  and  had  they  not,  in  conjunction  with  Jordan  and  MclMke,  fur- 
nished the  necfssary  supplies,  the  expedition  must  have  failed. 

Mr.  Dorsey  further  states  in  explanation  of  the  long  delay  in  bringing  the  claim  be- 
fore Congress,  that  it  had  been  duly  filed  in  the  War  Department,  which  had  fiuallj 
ruled  that  there  was  no  law  which  authoriz^^d  its  payment ;  that  it  was  then  put  into 
the  hands  of  agents,  who  did  nothing ;  that  neither  of  the  claimants  possessed  the  pecu- 
niary means  to  como  to  Washington  ;  that  about  t.he  year  1865  the  triplicate  vouchers 
were  placed  in  the  hands  of  Hon.  D.  R.  Ashlev,  then  a  member  of  Congress  from  Ne- 
vada, to  present  to  Congress,  but  he  lost  nil  tne  papers;  that  circumstances  and  sick- 
ness in  his  family  prevented  him  from  coming  to  Washington  nntil  recently  and  fnim 
employing  agents.  He  closes  by  saying  much  of  his  evidence  is  among  the  papers  in 
the  claim  of  McPike,  which  was  allowed  at  the  last  seshion  of  Congress  and  has  been 
paid. 

The  following  papers  are  furnished  by  the  War  Department  in  regard  to  these  claims, 
and  sufficiently  explain  themselves : 

The  United  States  of  America  to  S,  B.  Wallaot,  Dr. 

To  supplies  famished  the  expedition,  under  command  of  Col.  .Jack  Hays,  against  the 

Pi-Ute  Indians,  in  the  Territory  of  Utah,  as  follows: 

To  600  pounds  flour,  at  70  cents .' $420  00 

To  500  pounds  sugar,  at  60  cents 300  00 

To  400  pounds  barley,  at  55  cents 220  00 

To  125  pounds  California  bacon,  at  80  cents 100  OO 

To  100  pounds  Java  coffee,  at  65  cents 65  OO 

To  510  pounds  fresh  beef,  at  30  cents 153  OO 

To  twenty-two  (22)  days^  service  of  the  pack-mules,  at  ^.50  per  day 231  00 

To  3  camp-kettles,  at  $3 9  00 

To  3  frying-pans,  at  $2 6  00 

To  2  dozen  tin-cups,  at  $6 ^ 12  00 

To  2  dozen  tin-plates,  at  $3 6  00 

To  1  dozen  sheath-knives,  at|6 6  00 

Total 1,528  00 

I  certify,  on  honor,  that  the  above  amount  of  provisions  were  furnished  the  expedi- 
tion under  command  of  Col.  Jack  Hays,  against  the  Pi-Ute  Indians  in  the  Territory  of 
Utah,  by  S.  B.  Wallace  ;  that  the  prices  charged  therefor  are  just  and  reasonable, and 
that  the  same  were  received  by  me,  and  were  necessary  for  public  service. 
Dated  at  Pyramid  Lake,  Ju  ne  10, 1H60. 

RICHARD  B.  SNOWDEN, 
Commmary  Utah  Volunietn. 

The  United  States  of  America  to  John  M,  Dorsey,  S.  B.  Wallace,  and  WiUi€im  Shepeard^  Db 

To  supplies  furnished  the  expedition  under  command  of  Col.  Jack  Hays,  against  the 

Pi-Ute  Indians  in  the  Territory  of  Utah,  as  follows : 

To  800  pounds  bacon,  at  80  cents $640  «W 

To  600  pounds  coffee,  at  45  cents 270  <W 

To  480  pounds  soda-crackers,  at  80  cents 3^  ^^ 

To  30  gallons  sirup,  at  $5 150  Oi> 

To  10  gallons  pickles,  at  $5 50  «W 

To  200  pounds  table-salt,  at  80  cents 160  ft) 

To  400  pounds  rice,  at  45  cents W  aO 

To  1,000  pounds  Orleans  sugar,at  51  cents 510  iW 

To  400  pounds  beans,  at  45  cents 180  iW 

To  200  pounds  soap,  at  50  cents 100  d^ 

To  5,000  pounds  flour,  at  45  cents 2,250  00 

To  400  pounds  barley,  at  44  cents 176  00 

Total "ToaOOO 
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I  certify,  on  honor,  that  the  above  amount  of  provisions  was  actually  furnished  the 
expedition  under  the  command  of  Col.  Jack  Hays,  afi^ainnt  the  Pi-Ute  Indians  in  Utah 
Territory;  that  the  prices  <harged  therefor  by  Dorsey,  Wallace,  and  Shepard  are  just 
and  reasonable,  and  that  the  same  were  necessary  for  the  public  service. 
Dated  at  Carson  River,  June  10,  I860. 

RICHARD  A.  SNOWDEN, 
Commissary  Utah  Volunteers. 

The  Umted  States  of  America  to  Jno.  M.  Dorsey,  S,  B,  Wallacej  and  JVtUiam  Shepard,  Dr. 

To  supplies  fnmishf  d  the  expedition  under  cx)mmand  of  Col.  Jack  Hays  against  the 

Pi-Ute  Indians  in  the  Territory  of  Utah,  as  follows: 

To  3,500  pounds  of  flour,  at  70  cents $2,450  00 

To  400  Donnds  barlev,  at  55  cents 220  00 

To  1,100  pounds  sugar,  at  60  cents 660  00 

To  600  pounds  Java  coffee,  at  70  cents 420  00 

To  10  gallons  simp,  »it  $7 70  00 

To  20  sacks  (5  pounds  each)  table-salt,  at  $3 60  00 

To  7,700  pounds  fresh  beef,  at  30  cents 2,310  00 

6,190  00 

I  certify,  on  honor,  that  the  above  amount  of  provisions  was  actually  famished  the 
expedition  under  the  command  of  Col.  Jack  Hays  against  the  Pi-Ute  Indians  in  the 
Territory  of  Utah ;  that  the  prices  charged  therefor  by  Dorsey,  Wallace  ami  Shepard, 
are  JDst  and  reasonable,  and  that  the  same  were  necessary  for  public  service. 
Dated  at  Pyramid  Lake,  June  3,  1860. 

RICHD.  A.  SNOWDEN, 
Commissary  Utah  Volunteers. 


War  Departbient,  December  10, 1869. 

The  Secretary  of  War,  in  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  Committee  on  Claims 
of  the  United  States  Senate,  dated  April  1,  1869,  has  the  honor  to  furnish  all  the  in- 
formation in  possession  of  the  War  Department  relative  to  the  war  against  the  Pah- 
Utah  Indians,  in  the  year  1860,  and  to  return  t^  said  committee  the  list  of  claims 
igainst  the  United  States  arising  out  of  said  war. 

WM.  W.  BELKNAP, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Liet  of  claims  for  the  war  against  the  Pah-  Utah  Indians,  1862. 

No.    1.  8,3.  Wallace $1,528  00 

2.  Dorsey,  Wallace  &  Sheppard 6, 190  00 

3.  Dorsev,  Wallace  <&  Sheppard 5,150  00 

4.  Jordan  &  McPike 3,093  50 

5.  Jordan  &  McPike 9,900  00 

6.  Jordan  &  McPike 5,040  00 

7.  Jordan  dc;  McPike 1,440  00 

8.  John  Jordan '360  00 

9.  C.  S.  Strong,  treasurer,  &c 1,105  00 

10.  C.8.  Strong,  treasurer,  &c 1,000  00 

11.  Jesse  Mayhew 200  00 

35,006  50 

I  certify  that  the  foregoing  are  correct  copies  of  papers  on  file  with  settlement  No. 
8711,  Jane  19, 1874,  in  favor  of  John  McPike. 

A,  M.  GANGEWER, 
Chirf  Clerk,  Third  Auditor's  Office. 

From  the  foregoing  papers  it  will  be  seen  that  Richard  A.  Snowden,  the  commissary 
of  the  Utah  volunteers,  certifies  that  S.  B.  Wallace  furnished  the  expedition  with  sup- 
plies to  the  amount  of  $1,528 :  that  the  prices  charged  were  just  and  reasonable,  and 
that  the  eupplits  were  received  by  him  and  were  necessary  for  the  public  service ;  and 
that  in  like  manner,  Dorsey,  Wallace  &.  Shepard  furnished  the  supplies  mentioned  in 
the  two  ether  vouchers— one  calling  for  $5,050,  and  the  other  for  $6,190. 

The  list  of  claims  seems  to  be  a  summary  of  all  the  supplies  furnished  for  the  ex^- 
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dition,  as  well  by  the  partieR  now  before  Congress  as  others  not  now  here,  amounting 
in  the  a^rflrregate  to  |35,006.50. 

W.  T.  Shepard  made  an  affidavit  on  10th  December  last,  that  he,  associated  with 
John  M.  Dorsey  and  8.  S.  Wallace,  furnished  in  the  year  18i50  certain  supplies  for  the 
subsistence  of  the  troops  in  Utah  Territory,  during  i  hat  year,  who,  under  the  command 
of  Col.  John  C.  Hays,  were  engaged  in  suppressing  Indian  nostilities,  for  which  sap- 
plies  be  and  th«^  said  Dorsey  were  about  to  apply  to  Congress  for  payment,  and  that  lo 
the  year  1861,  Wallace,  for  a  valuable  cons.deration  paid  to  him  by  Dorsey,  sold,  as- 
si^ed,  and  transferred  by  written  assignment  his  equal  one-third  interest  in  and  to 
said  claim  and  demand  to  the  said  Dorsey,  who  was  the  legal  owner  and  holder  thereof, 
and  ent  i  tied  to  receive  Wallace's  share. 

This  written  assignment  is  not  produced,  but  Dorsey  verbally  alleges  it  has  been 
lost,  that  Wallace  died  insolvent,  and  no  administrator  was  ever  appointed  to  admin- 
ipter  upon  his  estate. 

It  appears  by  this  affidavit  that  there  is  an  error  in  the  bill  in  giving  the  names  of 
Wallace  and  Sbepard ;  that  Wallace's  na<ue  was  S.  8.  Wallace,  and  8hepeard's  W.  F. 
8hepard. 

John  C.  Hays  makes  affidavit  that  he  was  commander  of  the  volunteer  force  at  tbe 
Indian  outbreak  which  occurred  in  1860,  and  that  he  believes  that  the  said  Dorsey, 
Shepard  &  Wallace  faithfully  performed  the  verbal  contract  made  with  him  as  com- 
mander and  Richard  M.  8nowden  as  commissary,  and  that  they  furnished  flour,  bacon, 
salt,  &c..  for  the  use  of  the  volunteers  under  his  command,  and  chat  they  should  have 
been  paid  long  ago. 

A.  £.  Shiran,  assistant  commissary-general  of  subsistence,  writes  to  J.  M.  Latts, 
attorney  at  Washington,  under  date  of  April  1, 1867,  in  relation  to  these  claims,  whicti 
had  been  filed  in  tbe  CommisMary-Ctoneral's  Office,  us  follows: 

*'  No  records  in  this  office  or  in  that  of  the  Adjutant-General  show  any  authorization 
by  the  government  of  the  regiment  or  command  for  which  the  stores  appear  to  have 
been  pr(»cuied,  or  that  any  law  has  ever  been  enacted  which  wonld  authorize  the  pay- 
ment of  the  accounts.'' 

These  references  exhaust  all  that  is  before  the  committee  in  this  case  in  way  of 
papers. 

It  appears,  however,  that  on  June  17, 1674,  an  act  was  passed  directing  the  Secretary 
of  the  I'reasnry  to  pay  the  sum  of  $19,473.50  to  John  M.  McPike,  in  full  settlement  for 
beef  and  snpplies  furnished  the  troops  by  Jordan  &  McPike  in  quelling  the  Indian  dis- 
turbances in  the  Territory  of  Utah,  now  the  State  of  Nevada,  in  1860.  (See  United 
States  Statutes,  page  40  of  private  acts,  chanter  296.) 

There  appears  to  the  committee  no  good  reason  to  doubt  the  existence  of  the  dis- 
turbances as  alleged  in  the  memorial,' and  the  necessity  for  the  supplies  furnished  the 
forces  engaged  in  the  expedition  against  the  Indians.  As  to  the  amount,  kind,  and 
value  of  these  supplies  there  is  no  evidence,  leaving  out  of  question  the  affidavit  ot 
Dorsey,  beyond  the  certificate  of  the  gentleman  who  exercised  the  functions  of  com- 
missary on  the  occasion.  His  affidavit  is  not  furnished,  nor  is  any  reason  given  for  its 
absence.  The  affidavit  of  Colonel  Hays,  while  it  refers  to  these  bills,  does  not  state 
amounts  or  prices.  Nor  does  the  affidavit  of  Shepard.  These,  however,  are  the  identi- 
cal accounts  filed  in  the  War  Department,  and  Dorsey  swears  to  their  correctness,  to 
his  ownership  of  Wallace's  portion,  and  that  no  part  of  the  account  has  been  paid. 

Senate  Report  No.  155,  made  in  the  case  of  Jordan  &  McPike,  has  been  shown  to  the 
committee,  which  was  the  basis  of  the  private  act  above  quoted.  That  case  differs 
from  this  in  the  fact  that  there  was  a  written  contract  made  between  Jordan  &  McPike 
of  the  one  part,  and  Snowden  of  the  other,  fixing  the  price  of  the  beef  to  be  furnished. 
The  affidavit  of  Colonel  Hays  furnished  in  that  case  was  more  full  than  in  this,  show- 
ing the  urgency  of  the  occasion  for  organizing  this  military  force,  and  the  economy 
with  which  the  expedition  was  concluded.  He  says  the  volunteers  neither  asked  nor 
received  any  pay. 

The  good  character  and  business  standing  of  Dorsey  are  indorsed  by  one  of  the 
Senators  from  Nevada. 

The  committee  have  come  to  the  conclusion  to  recommend  the  passage  of  the  bill, 
on  the  strength  of  the  evidence  as  above  set  forth,  and  because  of  the  former  action  of 
Congress  in  allowing  a  similar  claim  made  by  Jordan  &  McPike. 

Adopting  said  report,  your  committee  report  the  accompanyiag  bill, 
and  recommend  that  it  do  pass. 


45th  Conobess,  (    HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES,     i  Report 
2d  8es9ian.       f  \  No.  666. 


UNIVERSITY  OF  NOTRE  DAME  DU  LAO. 


April  24,  1878. — Committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  Hoase  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


Hr.  DiCKBV,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  sobmitted  the  following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  2323.] 

The  Committee  ofClaimSy  to  whom  were  referred  the  bill  {H.  R.  2323)  and 
accompanying  papers  in  regard  to  the  refunding  of  certain  duties  paid  by 
the  University  of  Notre  Dame  du  Lac^  of  Saint  Joseph  County j  Indiana^ 
tubmit  the  following  report: 

This  university  was  founded  in  1844,  with  a  small  endowment  of 
lands,  and,  by  reason  of  carefal  and  economical  management,  has  be- 
come a  iK>piiIar  and  osefnl  institation  of  learning. 

The  officers,  professors,  and  teachers  give  their  services  to  the  insti- 
tation without  other  compensation  than  a  bare  living,  by  reason  of 
which  taition  is  afforded  at  cheaper  rates  than  similar  institations  in 
the  country,  and  they  have  annually  about  six  hundred  pupils. 

In  connection  with  the  college  building  the  university  has  erected  a 
ehurch,  and  for  the  purpose  of  beautifying,  and  ornamenting  the  same, 
they  purchased  in  Europe  a  lamp  costing  $2,399,  upon  which  they  paid 
da^  in  gold  to  the  United  States.  They  also  imported  painted  and 
stained  glass  for  the  windows  of  said  church,  costing  in  Europe  $3,960, 
opon  which  they  also  paid  duty  to  the  government  in  gold,  amounting 
altogether  to  the  sum  of  $2,334.07  of  duty  paid  by  said  university  on 
tiie  said  articles. 

These  duties  were  paid  under  protest,  the  university  claiming  that 
Uie  articles  ought  to  be  admitted  free  of  duty  under  the  provisions  of 
the  tariff  act.  jBy  section  2505,  Revised  Statutes,  the  importation  of  the 
following  articles  are  exempt  from  duty,  to  wit:  ^^philosophical  and 
scientific  apparatus,  instruments  and  preparations,  statuary,  oasts  of 
marble,  bronze,  alabaster,  or  plaster  of  Paris,  paintings,  drawings,  and 
etchiugSj  specially  imported  in  good  faith  for  the  use  of  any  society  or 
institution  incorporated  or  established  for  philosophical,  educational,  or 
scientific  purposes  or  encouragem  ent  of  the  fine  arts,  and  not  intended 
for  sale.^  Also,  <<  regalia  and  gems,  and  statues,  and  specimens  of 
sculpture,  when  specially  imiK>rted  in  good  faith  for  the  use  of  any 
society  incorporated  or  established  for  philosophical,  literary,  or  religious 
purposes,  or  tor  the  encouragement  of  the  fine  arts,  or  for  the  use  or  by 
the  order  of  any  college,  academy,  school,  or  seminary  of  learning  in  the 
United  States." 

The  bell  for  this  university,  weighing  16,650  pounds,  was  imported, 
and  the  duty  upon  that,  paid  by  the  university,  was,  by  special  act  of 
Congress,  in  1868,  refunded  to  the  university. 
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Church  organs  have  been  admitted  free  of  daty,  and  there  are  man j 
precedents  where  Congress  has,  by  special  act,  refunded  duties  on  arti- 
cles imported  for  the  use  or  adornment  of  churches  and  colleges. 

The  articles  named  in  this  bill|  which  were  imported  in  go^  faith  for 
the  use  and  adornment  of  the  church  belonging  to  the  University  of 
Notre  Dame,  and  not  for  sale,  and  are  works  of  i^  open  at  all  reason- 
able times  for  the  inspection  of  the  public,  are  certainly  as  much 
entitled  to  be  admitted  free  of  duty  as  organs  and  bells. 

Your  committee  think  the  sum  paid  by  the  uniTBrsity  on  these  arti- 
cles ought  to  be  refunded,  and  for  that  purpose  report  back  the  bill  ]^o. 
2323,  and  recommend  that  it  do  pass. 


[  Congress,  \    HOUSE  OF  EEPEESENTATIVES.     (  Bepobt 
« SesHon.       f  \  No.  667. 


WILLIAM  G.  FORD. 


l34,  1878. — ^Committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


DiGKET,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  submitted  the  following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  4557.] 

Committee  of  Claims^  to  whom,  were  referred  the  petition  and  accompa- 
nying  documents  of  William  O.  Ford^  respectfully  report: 

be  petitioner  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  a  resident  of 
iphis,  Tenn.     In  the  month  of  May,  1865,  S.  S.  Webb  &  Co.,  of 
ile,  were  the  owners  of  fifty  bales  of  cotton,  stored  in  warehoases 
obile,  Ala.,  weighing  altogether  25,568  pounds, 
lis  cotton  was  seized  by  the  authorities  of  the  United  States  Gov- 
lent,  at  the  surrender  of  Mobile,  April  12, 1865,  and  by  Capt.  Samuel 
)in,  assistant  quartermaster  United  States  Army,  at  Mobile,  on  the 
day  of  May,  1865,  delivered  on  board  the  bark  Ada  Carter,  con- 
3d  to  Brig.  Gen.  Stewart  Van  Yliet,  chief  quartermaster  United 
ds  Army  at  l^ew  York,  and  by  him  turned  over  to  Simeon  Draper, 
ed  States  cotton  agent.  Treasury  Department,  and  sold,  and  the 
seds  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 
I  the  7th  of  July,  1865,  the  said  cotton  or  the  proceeds  were  sold 
^ebb  &  Co.  to  the  petitioner,  who  in  1866,  he  alleges,  filed  his 
1  and  proofs  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  settlement, 
ire,  it  is  alleged,  the  case  was  delayed,  and  a  nearing  postponed 
time  to  time,  until  the  petitioner  was  notified  by  the  Secretary  of 
Dreasury  that  that  Department  had  been  entertaining  jurisdiction 
ich  claims  under  a  mistake  as  to  their  authority,  and  that  all  such 
I  must  be  referred  to  the  Court  of  Claims. 

does  not  appear  when  this  notice  was  given  to  the  petitioner,  but 
[leges  that  he  at  once  took  steps  to  have  proceedings  instituted  in 
3onrt  of  Claims,  when  he  was  informed  that  his  papers,  proofs,  and 
t>it8  had  been  mislaid  in  the  Treasury  Department,  or  lost,  which 
rioned  delay  until  September,  1868,  when  they  were  found.  He 
then  advised  by  his  counsel,  that  by  the  provisions  of  the  statute 
mitations  in  such  cases,  passed  March  12, 1863  (vol.  12,  p.  820),  he 
barred  from  that  court ;  that  the  statute  began  to  run  in  AugusL 
,  and  expired  in  August,  1868,  about  one  month  before  he  procurea 
lapers  fh>m  the  Treasury  Department, 
le  statute  referred  to  provides  as  follows : 

X  3.  *  *  And  any  person  olaimine  to  have  been  the  owner  of  any  sach  aban* 
1  or  captnred  property  may  at  any  time  within  two  years  after  the  Bnppression 
e  rebel&on  prefer  nia  claim  to  the  proceeds  thereof  in  the  Coart  of  Claims. 

le  act  of  May,  1872  (vol.  17,  p.  134),  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the 
isnry  to  settle  for  cotton  seized,  does  not  apply  to  this  case,  for  th^ 
on  that  it  covers  only  cases  of  seizure  which  occurred  after  June  ^Q^ 
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1865.  This  cotton  was  shipped  to  New  York  in  May^  1865,  having  been 
seized  April  J  2, 1865. 

The  proceeds  of  this  cotton  was  paid  into  the  United  States  Treasury 
under  the  abandoned  and  captured  property  act,  and  is  there  held  in 
trust  in  that  fund  for  whoever  may,  in  the  Court  of  Claims,  establish 
their  right  to  it  according  to  law.  (See  reply  of  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury McCullough  to  the  Court  of  Claims,  and  printed  evidence  in  Domi- 
nick  CVGrady  vs.  The  United  States,  1870 )  also,  United  States  vb.  Kline, 
13  Wall.,  128.) 

But  in  response  to  an  inquiry  made  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
in  regard  to  this  claim,  he  says,  under  date  of  January  18, 1878 :  •  •  • 
<«The  records  of  this  department  do  not  show  the  filing  at  any  time  of 
the  claim  of  William  6.  Ford,  for  50  bales  of  cotton  seized  in  May,  1865, 
at  Mobile,  Ala." 

The  original  petition  states  that  the  '^  petition,  with  vouchers  and 
papers  in  the  Treasury  Department  thereafter  to  be  attached,  referred 
to  as  exhibits,  was  accordingly  drawn  and  forwarded  from  New  York  to 
Washington,  and  petitioner  supposed  timely  proceedings  had  been  insti- 
tuted, until  same  time  afterwara^  to  wit,  in  September,  A.  D.  1868,  the 
papers  were  ascertained  to  have  been  mislaid  in  the  Treasury  Department, 
and  the  statute  of  Umitatious  bad  interposed.'^ 

There  is  a  supplemental  or  amended  petition,  which  goes  more  into 
detail  as  to  the  losing^  of  pap^s  in  the  Treasury  Departmeat,  which  is 
sworn  to  by  the  petitioner. 

The  testimony  herein  alluded  to  is  all  that  bears  on  the  question  of 
diligence  on  the  part  of  the  claimant  or  negligence  on  the  part  of  the 
Treasury  Department  in  mislaying  papers. 

The  petitioner  asks  Congress  to  pass  a  bill  authorizing  him  to  prose- 
cute his  suit  in  the  Court  of  Claims,  notwithstanding  the  statute  of  limi- 
tations ;  and  your  committee,  being  satisfied  that  tlie  petitioner  ought  to 
^'  have  his  day  in  court,"  report  the  accompanying  bin  and  recommend 
its  passage. 


JONORBSS,  >   HOUSE  OF  EEPEESENTATIVE8.      r  Rbpoet 
Sesnan.       f  \  ^o.  668. 


3=sr 


FRANKLIN  LEE  AND  CHARLES  F.  DUNBAR. 


4,  lb78. — Committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


)CKWOOD,   from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing 

EEPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  1284.] 

nmittee  of  Claims^  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  {H.  R.  1284)  for 
^f  of  Franklin  Lee  and  Charles  F.  JJunbar,  beg  leave  to  report : 

on  the  Slat  day  of  Aagust,  1872,  the  said  Franklin  Lee  and 
3  F.  Donbar  made  and  entered  into  a  contract  with  the  United 
by  their  agent,  Maj.  G.  L.  Gillespie,  of  the  Corps  of  Engineers,  '^  to 
)  from  the  channel  between  piers  of  entrance  to  harbor  of  Ash- 
,  Ohio,  at  such  points  as  the  engineer  in  charge  may  direct,  five 
nd  cubic  yards  more  or  less  of  shale  rock  by  drilling,  blasting,  and 
Dg;  five  hundred  cabic  yards  more  Or  less  of  loose  rock,  and  six 
nd  cubic  yards  more  or  less  of  sand  or  gravel  by  dredging,  so  as 
I  fourteen  feet  low  stage  in  a  cut  or  cuts  of  such  length,  depth, 
idth  as  the  engineer^ncharge  may  direct;  that  the  said  Lee  and 
it  were  to  receive  for  such  labor  the  following  prices,  to  wit :  for 
tnd  every  cubic  yard  of  solid  rock  so  removed  the  sum  of  $2.75  ; 
;h  and  every  cubic  yard  of  loose  rock  so  removed  the  sum  of  fifty 
for  each  and  every  cubic  yard  of  sand  removed  from  any  part  of 
annel  inside  or  across  the  outer  bar  the  sum  of  thirty*five  cents, 
as  further  agreed  in  said  contract  that  the  quantities  of  material 
ced  in  the  said  contract  should  be  determined  by  soundings  and 
rements  taken  before  and  after  work,  and,  further,  that  no  allow- 
ihould  be  made  for  material  removed  below  the  specified  plane  of 
I  low  stage, 
ippears  from  the  affidavits  submitted  by  the  claimants  (see  affi- 

•  of  Franklin  Lee  and  Horace  Smith,  government  inspector,  and 
he  report  of  Maj.  G.  L.  Gillespie,  United  States  engineer,  in  charge 

•  work,  to  General  A.  A.  Humphreys,  Chief  of  Engineers,  United 
I  Army,  dated  March  21, 1873),  that  the  claimants  at  once  com- 
id  work  under  said  contract;  that  the  said  contract  was  not  com- 

during  that  year;  that  in  the  latter  part  of  December,  1872,  the 
kctors  received  instructions  to  go  on  blasting  during  the  winter  (the 
d  rock  to  be  removed  in  the  spring),  and  that  they  should  receive 
)  rate  of  $1.75  per  cubic  yard  for  ail  rock  blasted,  to  the  amount 
,000;  that  au  inspector  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  work  by  Maj. 
Gillespie,  United  States  Engineers,  to  see  that  the  work  was  prop- 
lone,  and  to  measure  the  same  and  report  to  him ;  that  the  a\>]^to- 
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priatioD  was  considered  sufficient  by  the  engineer  to  complete  the 
of  opening  the  channel,  and  that  the  same  could  be  finished  early 
spring  of  1873 ',  that  the  contractors  under  these  instructions  comn 
the  work  of  blasting,  and  continued  the  work  until  the  latter  part  c 
ruary,  1873,  when  work  was  discontinued  by  order  of  the  said 
Gillespie,  he  then,  for  the  first  time,  having  discovered  that  th< 
exceeded  the  appropriation.  It  further  appears  by  the  reports  m 
General  Humphreys,  Chief  of  Engineers,  United  States  Army,  1 
said  Major  Gillespie  and  by  Maj.  F.  Harwood  (report  dated  Jann£ 
1874),  who  succeeded  Major  Gillespie  in  charge  of  said  work,  thi 
said  contractors,  Lee  &  Dunbar,  blasted  5,100  cubic  feet  of  ro 
which  they  did  not  receive  any  compensation,  for  the  reason  th; 
appropriation  was  exhausted ;  that  the  said  drilling  and  blastin 
necessary  and  well  done. 

It  further  appears  that  in  1873  the  contract  for  continuing  a'n( 
pleting  the  improvement  of  the  Ashtabula  Harbor  was  let  to  Mr. 
Seymore  }  that  by  the  terms  of  his  contract  he  was  to  receive  for  r 
ing  the  rook  then  blasted  (blasted  by  Lee  &  Dunbar)  the  sum 
cents  per  cubic  yard,  and  for  blasting  and  removing  rock  the  £ 
$1.50  per  cubic  yard.  That  there  was  allowed  by  the  govemm 
said  subsequent  contractor,  F.  A.  Seymore,  under  his  contract, 
rock  to  the  amount  of  5,100  cubic  yards,  as  appears  by  the  afo; 
letter  of  Major  Harwood,  and  by  a  letter  of  J.  M.  Dominick,  chief 
in  the  CTnited  States  Engineer  office,  under  date  of  December  29, 

It  further  appears  that  the  government  received  the  full  benefit 
drilling  and  blasting  done  by  the  claimants,  Lee  &  Dunbar,  to  the  < 
and  amount  of  5,100  cubic  yards  of  rock ;  that  the  same  was  nea 
work ;  that  the  contractors,  Lee  &  Dunbar,  acted  in  good  faith  and 
the  supervision  of  an  officer  of  the  govern  ment,  and  did  not  know  the; 
exceeding  the  appropriation  ;  and  that  the  government,  under  thl 
sequent  contract  made  in  1873  with  F.  A.  Seymore,  derived  a  b4 
and  for  which  they  should  pay,  of  $1.50  per  cubic  yard  for  the 
drilled  and  blasted  by  Messrs.  Lee  &  Dunbar,  under  their  contr 
August  31, 1872.    The  amount,  5,100  cubic  yards,  at  $1.50  per 
yard,  makes  $7,650,  which  sum  your  committee  believe  should 
lowed  to  the  said  Franklin  Lee  and  Charles  F.  Dunbar. 

The  committee  therefore  recommend  the  passage  of  the  accom 
ing  substitute  for  the  bill. 


30NGBESS,  >    HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES,     i  Rbpoet 
Session.       J  1  No.  669. 


JOHN  N.  REED. 


I,  m7d. — Committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  Honse  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


)CKWOOD,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims,  submitted  the  following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  4558.] 

Tommittee^  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  {H.  R.  690),  have  carefully 
considered  tJ^  same^  and  submit  the  follotoing  report : 

t  on  the  14th  of  Jaly,  1860,  the  said  John  N.  Reed,  together  with 
nder  Pitt  and  W.  McPherson,  entered  into  a  contract  with  the 
1  States,  by  their  agent,  Lieut  W.  H.  Stevens,  ti»  furnish  at  the 

at  the  north  end  of  Pelican  Spit,  Galveston  Bay,  100,000  cubic 
'  fine  shells,  100,000  cubic  feet  of  clear  dam  or  cockle  shells,  and 

cubic  feet   of  clear  sharp  sand,  the  whole  amount  delivered 

be  less  than  40,000  cubic  feet  of  each  kind  of  shell,  and  10,000 
feet  of  sand  per  month;  the  price  of  fine  shells  to  be  two  and  a 
mts  per  cubic  foot,  six  and  ona- quarter  cents  per  cubic  foot  for 
»r  cockle  shells,  and  eight  and  three-qm^rters  cents  per  cubic  foot 
id. 

United  States,  by  the  terms  of  their  contract,  agreed  to  receive 
ells  and  sand  at  the  rail  of  the  vessel  alongside  the  wharf  on  the 
end  of  Pelican  Spit,  Galveston  Bay. 
tn  a  communication  furnished  a  previous  committee  by  the  then  Sec- 

of  War,  it  api)ears  that  the  said  contract  was  duly  approved  by  the 
iecretary  of  War  on  the  3d  day  of  September,  1860,  and  from  a  letter 
f  the  committee  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  dated  March 
4,  he  reports  that  Lieut.  W.  H.  Stevens,  United  States  Engineers, 
as  engaged  in  building  the  fort  at  Galveston,  paid  the  contractors 
»aid  contract  on  the  4th  day  of  October,  1860,  the  sum  of  $2,040. 
re  is  proof  made  by  A.  J.  Moore,  the  clerk,  and  by  other  employes 
intenant  Stevens,  that  the  said  contractors  furnished,  and  the 
1  States  received  from  them  under  said  contract,  52,214  feet  of 

eetat24  cente  per  foot $1,305  35 

'eet  cockle-shell  at  6i  cents  per  foot,  which  at  contract  price  is  equal 

954  46 

Feet  mixed,  half  fine  and  half  cockle  at  4f  cents 696  76 

feet  sharj)  sand,  at  8f  cents  per  foot 1,274  68 

4,231  25 
leliveries  are  all  proved  hy  the  receipts  of  the  officers  deducting  the 
lents  made  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury $2,040  00 

m  remains  a  balance  due^for  actual  delivery,  $2,191.25.  The  same 
reprove  that  the  government  was  not  prepared  to  receive  the  shell 
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»  

and  sand  at  a  wharf  at  the  north  end  of  Pelican  Spit,  Galveston  Bays 
according  to  the  terms  of  the  contract.  The  agents  of  the  government 
conld  not  therefore  receive  the  shells  and  sand  at  the  rail  of  the  vessel, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  these  agents  employed  the  hands  of  the  contract- 
ors for  a  time  equal  to  138  days  of  labor,  to  wheel  off  the  shell  and 
sand  from  the  vessels  to  the  fort;  the  claimant  shows  that  such  labor  was 
worth  $1.50  per  day,  thus  making  a  just  charge  of  $237.  The  same 
officers  also  certify  that  the  steamer  San  Antonio  and  the  two  schoon- 
ers, Dinslow  and  Jane,  the  vessels  owned  and  used  by  the  contractors 
in  transporting  the  shells  and  sand,  were  detained  17  days  because  the 
United  States  were  not  ready  to  receive  the  shells  and  sand  at  the  rail 
of  the  vessel,  as  provided  in  the  contract;  for  this  demurrage  the  peti- 
tioner claims  $2,550,  or  at  the  rate  of  $150  i)er  day.  Your  committee 
think  that  the  sum  of  $1,700,  or  $100  per  day,  would  be  a  just  and  proper 
sum  to  allow  for  demurrage. 

The  balance  for  luaterial  aotaally  delivered |2, 191  25 

Labor  of  the  peticioner'tt  bauds  while  employed  by  the  United  States 237  00 

Demurrage  or  detention  of  the  vessels 1,700  00 

Makes  a  balance  of 4, 138  25 

Your  committee  believe  that  this  whole  sum  should  be  allowed  to 
John  N.  Beed,  to  whom  the  whole  contract  has  been  assigned. 

The  claimant  insists  that,  owing  to  the  failure  to  construct  a  wharf, 
and  the  consequent  detention  of  his  vessels,  and  the  fact  that  the  United 
States  failed  to  comply  with  the  contruct  after  the  constructors  had  par- 
chased  a  steamer,  schooners,  and  barges  for  compliance  on  their  part, 
they  should  be  entitled  to  the  whole  benefit  of  the  contract,  which  they 
claim  would  amount  to  $9,025,  besides  the  labor  of  their  hands  and  the 
demurrage. 

The  contract  was  not  complied  with  in  consequence  of  the  secession 
of  the  State  of  Texas  and  the  civil  war  which  followed ;  and  while  it  is 
quite  true  that  the  claimant  lost  his  vessels,  which  were  seized  by  the 
Confederate  authorities,  and  he  was  deprived  of  the  further  benefit  of 
his  contract,  the  government  cannot  be  held  responsible. 

The  committee  may  add  that  it  was  in  proof  that  the  claimant,  John 
W.  Beed,  remained  loyal  to  the  United  States,  and  immediately  after 
the  close  of  the  war  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  deputy  collectors  of  in- 
ternal revenue  in  the  district  of  his  residence  in  Texas. 

The  C/Ommittee,  therefore,  recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompany- 
ing substitute  for  the  bill. 


m  Congress,  \    HOUSE  OP  BEPBBSENTATIVBS.     (  Bbpobt 

'  ]  \  No.  670. 


2d  Session. 


J.  ERASER. 


iFUL^t  1878. — Committed  to  the  Committee  offthe  Whole  Honse  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


(r.  Beillt,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  submitted  the  following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  E.  2217.] 

Pie  Committee  of  Clmms,  to  whom  wens  referred  the  bill  (JT.  R.  2217)  for 
t\e  relief  of  John  Fraser^  have  had  the  same  under  consideration^  and 
respectfully  submit  the  following  report  thereon: 

By  an  act  of  Congress  approved  July  25, 1866,  and  a  joint  resolution 
pproved  March  2, 1867,  the  erection  of  a  jail  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
ia  was  authorized  under  certain  conditions  and  provisions  therein 
pecified.  Contracts  were  entered  into  for  the  erection  of  the  building, 
od  work  commenced  on  the  same  in  the  year  1867.  On  the  20th  Decem- 
er,  A.  D.  1867,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  House  of 
tepieaentati ves,  viz : 

Whereas  there  are  ffood  reasons  to  believe  that  the  contract  for  building  the  jaU  in 
od  for  the  District  of  Columbia  was  improperlv  let :  Therefore, 
Bttolvcdj  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  be  requested  to  'withhold  anv  further 
Myments  upon  the  contract  referred  to  until  the  Committee  on  Public  Builaings  and 
iioanda  have  an  opportunity  to  investigate  said  contract ;  and  for  such  purposes  said 
MHDmittee  is  hereby  authorized  to  make  such  investigation,  and  to  send  for  persona 
md  papers,  to  administer  oaths  to  witnesses,  and  report  the  result  of  their  invest!^ 
aoBs  to  the  House  at  the  earliest  possible  moment :  Provided^  No  expense  shaU  be  m- 
Mned  in  such  investigation. 

Parsnant  to  said  resolution  an  investigation  was  made,  and  the  claim- 
int,  who  is  an  architect  by  profession,  with  others,  was  called  upon  to 
testify  before  said  committee,  and  directed  to  furnish  certain  informa- 
tion, as  appears  by  the  following  letter : 

Washington,  January  24, 1868. 

Sir:  Ton  are  requested,  with  B.  Oertly,  esq.,  assistant  supervising  architect  at 
Tntsury  Department,  and  Capt.  A.  Grant,  architect  and  builder,  to  come  before  the 
Committee  on  Public  Grounds  and  Buildings  at  the  Capitol,  on  January  29, 1868,  at  10 
o^elock  a.  m.,  to  tpve  testimony  in  relation  to  the  proposed  new  jail  for  the  District  of 
Colambia,  and  the  plans  and  specifications  therefor,  and  preparatory  thereto,  that 
yon— 

Ist  Examine  the  sketches  presented  by  E.  Faxon,  esq.,  to  the  board  appointed  under 
molution  of  Congress  of  March  2, 1867,  consisting  of  General  M.  C.  Meigs,  A.  B.  Mul- 
l«tt.  esq.,  and  £.  Clark,  eeo.,  and  see  that  they  are  perfected  plans  for  the  entire  work. 

2a.  Examine  plans  on  wnich  work  was  let  to  Allen,  and  see  that  they  are  perfected 
flans  for  the  entire  work ;  whether  they  are  complete ;  whether  they  are  full  enough 
lor  the  protection  and  guidance  of  the  government  and  of  contractors  in  contracting 
for  the  work.  Also  examine  such  plans,  as  to  their  fitness  in  aU  respects  for  the  pro- 
pQMd  (not  covered  by  Allen's)  contract,  using  a  reasonable  price.  Also  complete  cost 
of  All  things  necessary  to  complete  the  ei^tire  building,  with  the  necessary  appur- 
^SDces  that  are  not  embraced  m  Faxon's  plans  and  specifications,  and  do  aU  in  MLQ\i 
nanner  as  to  show  what  the  entire  work  wiU  probably  cost. 
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3d.  Examine  speoifioations  of  work  required  and  materials  to  be  used,  and  if  they  are 
not  complete,  then  see  wherein  they  are  defective.  Look  at  the  matters  necessary  to  show 
whether  these  plans  and  specifications  are  sufficient  to  enable  a  bnilder  to  estimate  and 
bid  on  the  work  intelligently  and  safelv,  and  also  to  show  whether  there  coold  be  fair 
competition  in  bidding  on  them,  and  wnether  a  bidder  not  special  in  favor  of  the  Saper- 
vising  Architect  could  safely  take  the  contract. 

4th.  Inspect  the  work  already  done  on  the  new  jail,  and  see  whether  it  is  done  accord- 
ing to  the  plans  and  specifications ;  whether  any  additions  have  been  made,  and  see 
whether  the  work  is  in  any  way  defective,  and  examine  the  work  generally. 

5th.  Examine  the  lot  on  which  the  jail  is  commenced,  and  be  prepared  to  speak  of 
its  fitness  for  the  purpose  in  all  respects. 

JOHN  COVODE, 

Chairman. 
John  Eraser,  Esq. 

Supervinng  Architect  of  Government  Store-houaCj 

Schuylkill  Areenal  at  Philadelphia, 

It  appears  that  the  claimaut  faithfully  carried  oat  these  instractions, 
neglecting  his  private  business  and  leaving  his  home  to  obey  the  direc- 
tions of  the  committee,  and  that  he  furnished  the  information  called  for 
in  a  very  elaborate  report  in  writing.  It  also  appears  that  this  testi- 
mony and  information  given  by  him  was  valuable,  not  only  to  said  com- 
mittee in  conducting  said  investigation,  but  finally  to  the  government. 
As  a  result  of  said  investigation  it  may  be  mentioned  that  many  irreg- 
ularities and  violations  of  said  act  of  Congress  were  exposed,  and  the 
erection  of  said  building  abandoned,  and  the  government  protected 
against  the  perpetration  of  great  fraud  in  constructing  the  same.  To 
this  result  the  evidence  of  the  claimant  contributed  largely.  He  never 
received  any  compensation  for  these  services,  not  even  witness  fees.  The 
character  of  the  work  performed  by  him  was  such  as  required  great  la- 
bor and  high  professional  skill.  Although  the  resolution  authorizing 
said  investigation  contains  a  proviso  that  no  expense  should  be  incurred 
thereby,  your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  should  not  prejudice  the 
just  rights  of  claimaut,  who  it  does  not  appear  was  made  acquainted 
with  that  provision,  and  who  left  his  home  and  business  at  the  request 
of  said  committee,  and  in  good  faith  performed  the  services  which  said 
committee  and  the  government  have  had  the  benefit  of,  and  for  which  he 
seeks  payment. 

From  the  evidence  before  your  committee  it  appears  that  the  ordinary 
rate  of  compensation  for  such  services  as  were  rendered  by  claimant 
is  a  percentage  on  the  cost  of  the  work  measured  and  valued,  varying 
from  1  to  2  per  cent.,  depending  upon  the  nature  of  the  work  done. 
The  total  amount  of  work  measured  and  estimated  by  claimant  and 
two  other  architects  and  engineers  was  $403,872.19;  allowing  1  per 
cent.,  the  compensation  would  be  $4,038.72,  or  a  little  over  $1,300  for 
each  one.  In  the  opinion  of  one  of  the  experts  whose  statements  were 
before  your  committee,  the  sum  of  from  $1,200  to  $1,500  is  considered  a 
fair  compensation  for  the  work  performed  by  claimant.  By  the  act  of 
Congress  above  recited  the  cost  of  said  building  was  not  to  exceed  the 
sum  of  $200,000,  and  rating  the  compensation  at  1  percent,  of  this  sam 
it  would  be  $2,000,  or  $666§  apiece  to  each  of  the  three  architects. 
Tour  committee  regard  this  as  a  fair  basis  on  which  to  estimate  the  valae 
of  claimant's  services,  and  are  of  opinion  that  the  sum  of  $600  is  but  a  jast 
compensation  to  him,  and  return  said  bill  with  an  amendment,  as  fol- 
lows, viz :  In  line  5  strike  out  the  words  ''  three  thousand,^  and  insert 
in  lieu  thereof  the  words  '^  six  hundred,"  and  thus  amended  recommend 
its  passage. 


45th  Conohess,  I  HOUSE  OF  EEPEESENTATIVES.       (  Eepoet 
2A  SesHon.       (  \  No.  671. 


COLUMBUS  F.  PERRY. 


April  24, 1878. — Committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  Hoase  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


Mr.  Beillt,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  submitted  the  following 

EEPORT: 

[To  accompany  H.  R.  3624.] 

The  Cimmittee  of  Claims^  to  ichom  was  referred  the  bill  H.  R.  3624,  have 
had  the  same  under  considerationj  and  submit  the  following  report : 

On  the  18th  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1866,  Elizabeth  H.  Gilmer,  one  of  the 
petitioners,  executed  to  Columbus  F.  Perry,  the  other  petitioner,  a  deed 
of  gift  of  certain  real  estate,  situated  in  Montgomery  County,  Alabama, 
which  deed  was  filed  in  the  probate  court  of  said  county  on  the  same 
day.  The  conveyance  of  said  property  in  this  manner  gave  rise  to  dis- 
satisfaction and  created  some  contention  among  the  relatives  of  said 
Elizabeth  H.  Oilmer,  and  to  quiet  the  same  the  said  Columbus  F.  Perry, 
on  the  2d  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1866,  executed  a  deed  of  release  of  said 
property  to  said  Elizabeth  H.  Gilmer.  In  neither  case  was  there  any 
money  consideration.  Said  conveyances  were,  however,  assessed  with 
the  tax  imposed  by  the  act  of  1864,  known  as  the  internal-revenue  tax* 
The  tax  was  assessed  under  the  provisions  of  said  act  regulating  suc- 
eessioQ  to  real  estate.  The  amount  on  each  conveyance  was  $2,220, 
which  amount  was  paid  by  each  of  said  parties  to  the  United  States 
under  duress,  as  alleged  by  them.  Petitioners  subsequently  applied  for 
relief  to  the  Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue,  but  their  application 
was  rejected  because  the  time  for  making  it  had  expired  by  limitation, 
viz,  on  the  6th  June,  1863.  The  bill  under  consideration  provides  that 
said  parties  be  allowed  to  refile  their  claim  before  the  Commissioner  of 
Internal  Revenue,  and  authorizes  that  officer  to  hear  and  determine  the 
same.  It  does  not  appear  that  said  parties  are  guilty  of  any  laches, 
and  without  expressing  any  opinion  as  to  the  merits  of  said  application, 
the  committee  regard  the  said  bill  as  a  proper  one  under  this  facts  of 
the  case,  and  therefore  recommend  its  passage,  with  an  amendment,  as 
ollows:  In  line  6,  strike  out  the  word  '^  was,"  and  insert  after  the  word 
"which  "  in  said  line  the  words  "  is  alleged  to  have  been." 


i  ; 


TH  CONOBESS, )    HOUSE  OF  EEPEESENTATIVES.     (  Ebpoht 
2d  Sessian.       f  \  No.  672. 


NEHEMIAH  GARRISON,  ASSIGNEE  OF  MOSES  PERKINS. 


'RIL24, 1878. — Committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  and  ordered  to  be^ 

printed. 


r.  Eeilly,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  sabmitted  the  folio wiug 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  966.] 

\e  Committee  of  Claims^  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  H,  R.  9G6,  have 
\ad  the  same  under  consideration^  and  present  the  following  report 
hereon: 

Hie  facts  upon  which  this  claim  are  based  were  investigated  and  de- 
mined  by  the  Court  of  Claims,  which  rendered  judgment  against  the 
ited  States  on  the  23d  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1860,  as  fully  appears  by 
sport  of  the  proceedings  had  in  said  court  made  to  the  first  session 
he  Thirty-sixth  Congress  (Report  Court  of  Claims  No.  252).  A  copy 
the  opinion  of  said  court  in  the  case  is  hereto  attached  and  made 
t  of  this  report. 

roar  committee  report  back  said  bill,  with  an  amendment,  as  follows, 
:  Id  line  7,  strike  out  the  words  ^'  with  interest;"  and,  thus  amended, 
ommend  its  passage. 


IN  THE  COURT  OF  CLAIMS. 
March  23, 1660. 

iCMiAH  Garrison,  assignee  of  Moses  Perkins, 

The  United  States. 

ORiKG,  J.,  read  the  opinion  of  the  conrt : 

\  the  year  1637  a  company  of  mounted  infantry,  nnder  the  command  of  Captain 
Sogton,  and  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  entered  on  the  plantation  of  Mosea 
Uds,  in  the  connty  of  Cherokee,  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  erected  a  fort  there,, 
oocopied  it  until  the  3d  of  July,  1838.  The  timber  for  the  erection  of  the  fort  and 
tarracks,  sheds,  &o.,  and  the  wood  used  for  fuel,  were  cut  from  the  plantation,  and 
this  and  for  the  destruction  of  timber  by  Indians  detained  at  the  fort  as  prisoners,. 
I  are  claimed  according  to  the  specification  in  the  account  annexed  to  the  petition. 
be  evidence  shows  that  Moses  Perkins  was  in  possession  of  the  plantation  at 
time  of  the  entry,  dus.,  and  such  possession,  coupled  with  the  deeds  of  convey* 
)  to  him  shown  in  the  record,  is  sufficient  evidence  of  his  title,  none  other 
iDg  been  put  in  evidence. by  the  United  States.  The  evidence  from  the  Treas- 
Department  shows  that  Captain  Boffington  was  in  the  service  of  the  United 
M.  His  own  deposition  shows  he  was  directed  by  the  commanding  officer  (*'  Gen- 
John  £.  Wool ,  as  well  as  he  now  remembers ''),  to  remove  his  command  to  some 
»  in  the  neighborhood  of  Canton,  to  select  a  site  and  build  a  fort ;  that  in  the 
cation  of  these  orders  ''  he  marched  accordingly  ;  selected  the  site  on  the  lands  of 
les  Perkins,  and  erected  the  loit  theieon  called  Fort  Buffington''  (p.  7,  ans.  4). 
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That  he  made  a  report  to  the  command! np;  officer  at  New  Echota  that  he  had  selected 
a  site  and  gone  to  work  (p.  7,  ans.  24  and  4th);  that  he  occupied  it  with  his  troops 
from  some  time  in  October,  1837  ("  the  precise  date  not  now  remembered,  bat  believes 
it  to  be  about  the  16th  day ''),  until  July  3,  183S,  and  that  while  there  the  troops  used 
the  timber  of  said  Moses  Perkins  as  if  it  belonged  to  the  United  States  (p.  8,  ans.  4). 

That  the  fort  was  occupied  a  part  of  the  time  by  an  additional  company  of  infantry, 
and  that  he  had,  as  prisoners  under  his  command  a  portion  of  the  time,  about  thirteen 
hundred  Indians  (p.  8). 

At  the  time  of  the  transaction,  August  20,  1838,  Captain  Bnfflngton  certified  to  the 
correctness  of  the  account  which  the  petitioner  now  claims,  and  in  his  deposition  in 
this  case,  being  asked,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  1st,  *'  Was  your  attention  called 
at  any  time  to  the  specific  items  in  the  plalntifiTs  account,  and  can  you  speak  as  to 
their  value  in  detail  f  "  (p.  5),  he  answered,  that  his  attention  was  called  to  the  various 
items  of  the  account  before  he  gave  the  certificate,  and  that  he  certified  to  the  same, 
considering  it  in  detail  and  believing  it  to  be  just  (2,  p.  8). 

The  testimony  of  Captain  Buffington  is  corroborated  by  that  of  John  H.  Wood, 
quartermaster  at  Fort  Buffington,  and  of  N.  J.  Perkins,  a  soldier  there.  These  wit- 
nesses speak  of  matters  within  their  personal  knowledge,  and  there  is  no  conflicting 
testimony  (Record,  pp.  7,  8,  9, 10);  and  the  communication  from  the  Quartermaster- 
General's  Office,  Washington,  September  23, 1858,  states  that  **  the  charge  is  reasonabk.^ 

The  orders  given  to  Captain  Buffington  authorized  the  entry  on  the  land,  the  con- 
struction of  the  fort,  &o,t  and  the  use  of  the  timber  for  that  purpose,  and  for  fael, 
and  the  manner  of  doing  all  this  was  committed  to  his  discretion.  His  acts,  there- 
fore, in  these  matters  are  the  acts  of  the  United  States. 

The  timber  so  cut  and  used  was  private  property  taken  for  public  use,  and  the 
United  States  are  bound  to  pay  Moses  Perkins  for  it  at  its  fair  value. 

The  testimony  of  Captain  Buffington  as  to  the  items  of  the  account,  with  the  general 
affirmation  of  the  account  by  the  other  witnesses,  is  evidence  of  the  fact  stated  in  the 
account  that  timber  was  destroyed  by  Indian  prisoners.  The  United  States  carried  and 
kept  the  Indians  there,  and  it  was  their  duty,  therefore,  so  to  keep  them  that  they 
should  not  injure  others;  and  on  this  obligation  they  are  liable  to  repair  the  injury 
done  by  the  Indians. 

The  witnesses  concur  in  the  statement  that  the  amount  claimed  in  the  account  (|750) 
is  a  reasonable  charge,  and  the  correctness  of  their  estimate  is  admitted  at  the  Office 
of  the  Quartermaster-General. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  the  evidence  proves  that  the  United  States  were  indebted, 
in  the  sum  of  $750,  according  to  the  specification  in  the  account  on  record,  to  the  pe- 
titioner, to  Nehemiah  Garrison,  and  that  he  legally  assigned  his  claim  to  the  peti- 
tioner, who  is,  according  to  his  prayer,  entitled  to  relief  therefor. 

A  bill  will  be  reported  to  Congress  for  the  relief  of  Nehemiah  Garrison  in  the  sam 
of  $750. 


ONGRESS,  \    HOUSE  OP  EEPRESENTATIVES.     (  Report 
Session.       f  )  No.  673. 
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1873. — Committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  and  ordered  to  bp 

printed. 


ITINGS,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  submitted  the  following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  S.  954.] 

miitee  of  Claims,  to  whom  trcw  referred  the  hill  (S.  954) /or  the  relief 
I.  WalJceTj  late  register  of  the  United  States  land-office^  at  Fort  Des 
r,  Iowa,  have  carefully  considered  the  same,  and,  adopting  the  report 
Committee  on  Claims  of  the  Senate  on  this  billj  submit  the  following 


5  petition  No.  1,  petitioner  asks  to  be  reimbarsed  moneys  ex- 
by  him  for  clerk-hire  and  office-rent,  rendered  necessary  by  the 
ty  large  quantity  of  land  entered  at  his  said  office  for  the  first 
rs  of  his  official  term. 

3etition  No.  2  asks  to  be  reimbarsed  money  expended  by  the 
)r  for  the  hire  of  one  additional  clerk  and  the  rent  of  a  larger 
indered  absolutely  necessary  by  the  consolidation  of  the  Iowa 
d-office  with  the  Fort  Des  Moines  office  during  the  third  and 
r  of  his  official  incumbency. 

on  No.  1  was  referred  to  the  Senate  Committee  on  Claims,  second 
»f  the  Forty-fourth  Congress,  when  the  following  report  was  made 
3ommittee,  which  report  your  committee  find,  upon  examination, 
tained  by  the  evidence,  and  adopt  the  same,  as  follows : 

•mroittee  wrote  a  letter  of  inqniry  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and  re- 
"ou^h  him  the  following  report  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land- 
wit: 

Department  of  the  Interior,  General  Land  Office, 

Washington,  D,  C,  February  14,  1877. 

lave  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  by  reference  from  the  department, 
r  from  Hon.  F.  M.  Cockrell,  for  Committee  on  Claims  of  the  United  States 
bted  the  8th  instant,  and  in  reply  to  the  inquiries  therein  contained  respect- 
I  that  Thomas  A.  Walker,  late  register  of  the  United  States  land-office  at  Fort 
»,  Iowa  (bond  dated  Jane  1,  1854),  entered  npon  the  duties  of  his  office  June 
.nd  tumcMi  oyer  to  his  successor  the  books,  papers,  &c.,  of  the  office,  Septem- 
>7. 

)lic  lands  disposed  of  daring  his  official  incumbency,  the  amount  of  military 
Qd  warrant  lees  collected,  and  the  amount  paid  him,  pursuant  to  a  decision 
ited  States  Supreme  Court,  January  term,  1H41,  in  the  case  of  the  United 
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States  V8.  DizoD,  receiver  of  Cboctaw  district,  Mississippi  (15  Peters,  141),  tor  i 
commissions,  and  fees,  were  as  follows : 


Tears. 


1654,  Jnue  15  to  December  31  ... 

1855,  Janaarj  1  to  December  31 

1856,  June  1  to  December  31 

H?57,  Jauuary  1  to  September  15 


^ 


2 


709,  444. 2S 

908,794.09 

63,  38a  41 

400.00 


1, 66^  096. 78 


5^. 
in 

m 


?•*  i 

Bag 

lis 


80,680.00 

758, 740. 35 

353, 996. 00 

S,  815. 85 


1, 190, 932. 90 


•9,017  00 

18, 818  87 

8,849  94 

29.685  81 


It  has  been  held  that  the  entire  amonnt  of  register's  and  receiver's  fees  collec 
locating  military  bounty-land  warrants  is  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  receiver,  to 
him  deposited  in  the  United  States  Treasury,  as  other  proceeds  from  the  disp 
public  lands ;  the  said  fees  to  be  again  paid  out  by  warrant,  with  limitation  as  r 
the  legal  maximum  of  compensation  to  the  respective  ofiQcers  alluded  to. 

The  fees  received,  amounting  to  |29,685.81,  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  table  t 
been  accounted  for  by  the  former  receiver,  and  is  presumed  to  have  been  paid  ic 
Treasury,  inasmuch  as  but  a  small  balance  appears  against  him  upou  the  books 
office. 

The  following  United  States  land-offices  were  allowed  for  payment  to  clerk 
dered  necessary  iu  consequence  of  the  magnitude  of  the  sales  of  Osage  and  other '. 
lands,  the  sums  paid  to  them  having  been  charged  against  the  proceeds  as  ex 
incident  to  the  sale  of  such  lands,  viz : 

David  B.Emmert,  receiver  at  Humboldt,  Kans $3, 

William  Q.  Jenkens,  register  at  Wichita,  Kans 3, 

M.  W.  Hey nolds,  receiver  at  Independence,  Kans 2, 

The  act  of  Congress  of  7th  July,  1876,  allowed  Ariel  K.  Eaton,  late  receive 
James  D.  Jenkins,  former  register,  at  Decorah  and  Osage,  Iowa,  $3,600  each  on  a* 
of  payments  for  the  services  of  clerks,  upon  the  ground  that  such  employmei 
necessary,  owiug  to  the  large  number  of  entries  of  land  at  that  office. 

By  act  of  18th  February,  1861,  section  2255,  Revised  Statutes  of  the  United  { 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  is  authorized  to  approve  the  employment  for  a  1 
period,  and  at  a  reasonable  per  diem  compensation,  of  one  or  more  clerks  in  the 
of  a  register  of  a  consolidated  land- office,  &o.}  bat  with  this  exception  there 
direct  authority  of  law  for  the  employment  of  clerks  at  the  expense  of  the  I 
States  iu  the  offices  of  the  registers  and  receivers  of  the  United  States  district 
offices. 

I  have  not  the  data  which  enable  me  to  state  precisely  what  additional  fon 
n  ecessary  or  was  employed  at  the  Des  Moines  office  during  the  period  referred  t 
know  that  the  requirements  were  far  greater  than  those  of  most  other  offices, 
count  of  the  large  excess  in  sales  of  laud  over  other  offices,  and  it  was  durin 
period  that  it  became  a  consolidated  land  office :  and  I  know  that  clerks  were  emp 
and  the  merits  of  a  claim  for  reimbursement,  therefore,  are  to  my  knowledge  far 
rior  to  those  of  the  Decorah  and  Osage  offices,  in  regard  to  which  the  cvideu( 
ample  beyond  all  doubt. 

The  letter  of  Senator  Cockrell  is  herewith  returned. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  WILLIAMSON, 
Commii»k 

Hon.  Z.  Chandler, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior, 

The  following  certificate  accoiupauied  the  petition,  to  wit : 

Dks  Moines,  Iowa,  Xoremher  22, 1 

I,  F.  G.  Clarke,  register  of  tbt^  United  States  land-office  at  Des  Moines,  loi 
hereby  certify  tbat  the  records  of  this  office  show  that  while  Col.  T.  A.  Walke 
register  of  said  office  there  was  entered  from  the  15th  day  of  June,  1854,  to  th< 
day  of  June,  1H5<).  at  said  office,  the  following  amount  of  public  lands,  to  wit: 
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fijmilitory  1  and* wa  rnmts,  yarioas  acts 1,169,831.00 

By  cash  entries 1,558,196.75 

Making  a  total  entered,  dnriog  said  time,  of 2,728,027.75 

I  also  cer  tify  that  qnite  a  proportion  of  Baid  lands  entered  by  warrants  were  small 
warrants,  calling  for  forty  and  eighty  acres  each. 

F.  G.  CLABKE,  BegUter. 

The  claimant,  in  his  petition,  verified  by  affidavit,  states  that  during  his  first  two 
years  he  was  obliged  to  employ  a  large  clerical  force  to  di  scharge  the  dnties  of  his 
offioe  and  to  aocommodate  the  poblio,  and  that  he  did  so  beli  eving  that  he  and  the  re- 
ceiver were  entitled  to  the  land- warrant  fees  received ,  and  that  during  these  two  years 
be  pmd  out  $5,340  for  clerk-hire  and  never  received  any  allowance  or  compensation 
therefor,  and  only  received  his  salary,  $3,000  per  annum,  and  that  the  force  of  clerks 
hired  by  him  was  absolutely  necessary  to  subserve  the  public. 

The  facts  stated  are  substantiated  by  the  sworn  evidence  of  many  witnesses,  who 
irere  present  and  had  personal  knowled^  of  what  they  say. 

The  necessity  for  this  course  Is  so  forcibly  stated  by  Judge  Love,  of  the  United  States 
circuit  court,  in  his  opinion  in  Babbitt's  case,  that  your  committee  introduce  the  fol- 
lowiD«f  extract  from  his  opinion  : 

**  The  history  of  the  Umd-sales  of  1855  will  place  the  object  of  Congress,  in  passing 
the  sixth  section  (act  of  1855),  in  a  clear  and  definite  light.  The  rage  of  speculation 
bad,  during  the  year,  nearly  reached  its  height.  Multitudes  of  people  besieged  the 
land-offices,  clamorously  demanding  the  location  of  their  warrants.  Man^  miHions  of 
acres  of  land  were  disposed  of  in  Iowa  in  an  incredibly  short  space  of  time.  Under 
these  circumstances  it  was  manifest  that  no  ordinary  force  of  clerks  and  no  ordinary 
means  and  appliances  were  sufficient  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  service.  The  sal- 
aries of  the  officers  were  wholly  inadequate  to  meet  these  expenses.  Hence,  Congress 
had  either  to  provide  the  means  of  paying  such  expenditures  out  of  the  public  lYeas- 
ury,  or  of  enabling  the  land-officers  to  do  it  by  authorizing  them  to  receive  fees  ade- 

ao^  to  that  purpose  from  those  for  whose  benefit  the  services  were  performed  and 
ie  expenses  incurred.    Congress  chose  the  alternative  least  burdensome  to  the  public 
Treasury." 

Under  the  belief  which  prevailed  generally  at  that  time,  that  the  fees  received  for 
locating  warrants  belonged  to  him,  the  receiver,  and  were  intended  to  compensate  him 
for  his  services  and  expenses  in  locating  warrants,  Mr.  Walker  employed  the  necessary 
derks,  and  incurred  the  other  necessary  expenses,  to  enable  him  to  transact  the  im- 
menae  business  crowding  upon  him  promptly,  correctly,  and  to  the  entire  satisfaction 
of  his  customers  and  the  government. 

In  the  opinion  above  referred  to.  Judge  Love  points  out  the  greatly-increased  labor 
and  responsibility  of  land-officers  under  the  land- warrant  system.    He  says : 

^  In  cash  sales  the  officer  had  but  to  count  the  gold  and  issue  the  certificate.  In  cash 
lales,  one  written  application  and  one  certificate  were  sufficient  for  a  whole  section. 
How  different  is  it  under  the  land-warrant  system.  In  the  location  of  warrants,  the 
officers  have  to  examine  the  assignments,  oftentimes  numerous,  and  sometimes  by 
ffoardians,  &e,,  and  pass  upon  their  validity.  This  is  often  a  delicate  and  responsible 
duty.  A  separate  application  and  separate  certificate  have  to  be  written  for  every 
warrant.  With  160-acre  warrants,  four  applications  and  four  certificates  were  required 
ibr  a  section  of  land,  and  with  40-acre  warrants  sixteen  applications  and  sixteen  cer- 
tificates were  required  for  the  same  quantity  of  land.'' 

No  allowance  whatever  has  ever  been  made  him  for  any  clerical  or  other  expenses. 
HeDce  the  officer  has  paid  out  of  his  own  pocket  all  the  expenses  for  running  the  office 
and  transacting  this  large  amount  of  business  in  so  bhort  a  time. 

Under  these  circumstances,  your  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  government 
oaght  to  reimburse  this  officer  for  the  money  he  thas  necessarily  paid  out  and  ex- 
pended for  clerical  assistance  for  the  benefit  of  the  government  and  the  public. 

In  the  case  of  Ariel  K .  Eaton  and  James  D.  Jenkins,  receiver  and  register  at  Deco- 
^  and  Osage,  Iowa,  referred  to  in  letter  of  Commissioner  of  General  Land  Office,  this 
CoDjjrreflg,  at  its  first  session,  allowed  each  of  them  $3,600.  The  claim  of  Mr.  Walker 
is  equally  if  not  more  meritorioas. 

Yoar  committee  therefore  recommend  that  the  petitioner  be  paid  the 
8QID  of  $3,600,  to  reimbarse  him  for  money  paid  by  him  for  clerk-hire 
and  office-rent  for  and  during  the  two  years  beginning  Jane  15, 1854, 
aad  ending  Jane  15,  1856. 

In  petition  No.  2,  petitioner  asks  to  be  reimbursed  the  sum  of 
*l,ol7.75,  paid  by  him  for  the  hire  of  an  extra  clerk  and  the  rent  of  an 
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additional  room  from  April  15, 1856,  at  which  time  the  Iowa  City  Ian 
office  was  consolidated  with  the  Fort  Bes  Moines  office,  to  Septemb 
27, 1857,  at  which  time  petitioner  retired  from  the  office. 
The  petition,  which  is  sworn  to,  recites — 

The  nndersigned,  being  register  of  the  land-office  at  Fort  Des  Moines,  was  compelli 
in  consequence  of  the  increase  of  bnsiness,  to  remove  his  office  into  larger  rooms  a 
to  employ  an  additional  clerk,  the  vonchers  for  which  are  herewith  transmitted.  I 
additional  business  devolved  upon  the  office  by  the  consolidation  rendered  the  emph 
ment  of  one  additional  clerk  indispensable,  as  well  as  added  to  the  labors  and  duti 
of  the  undersigned. 

The  clerk  employed,  James  A.  Moore  (see  voucher  No.  1),  was  engaged  upon  bnsini 
thrown  into  the  office  after  its  consolidation,  and  the  room-rent  paid  (see  voucher f 
2)  was  paid  for  rooms  occupied  and  rendered  necessary  bv  the  consolidation,  and 
no  time  during  the  period  charged  for  could  the  services  of  the  additional  clerk  ha 
been  dispensed  with,  or  could  suitable  rooms  have  been  obtained  for  less  price. 

This  statement  is  corroborated  by  the  vouchers  referred  to  and  vai 
ons  affidavits. 

The  act  of  February  18,  1861  (12  Statutes  at  Large,  page  131,  bein 
section  2255  of  the  Revised  Statutes),  authorizes  reasonable  allowani 
for  the  hire  of  clerks,  &c.,  on  application  to  and  approval  by  the  Seen 
tary  of  the  Interior. 

But  the  petitioner,  being  at  the  time  ignorant  of  this  statute,  an 
believing  himself  entitled  to  the  fees  collected,  expected  to  and  wool 
have  been  abundantly  able  to  have  paid  all  of  these  expenses  oatc 
said  fees,  and  reserved  to  himself  after  paying  them  a  much  larger  con 
pensation  than  the  $3,000  per  annum  allowed  by  law. 

Hence,  without  consulting  the  department,  he  incurred  and  paid  thes 
expenses  out  of  his  own  funds,  and  subsequently  paid  into  the  Treasury 
as  he  was  required  to  do  by  law,  the  fees  collected  by  him,  araountini 
to  over  $29,000,  and  received  his  salary  of  $3,000  per  annum. 

Clear  as  the  sworn  petition  and  accompanying  vouchers  and  afiida 
vits  seem  to  make  this  case,  your  committee  addressed  a  letter  to  tb( 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  asking  such  information  as  the  records  of  thai 
department  contained  touching  this  claim,  and  received  the  following 
answer : 

Department  of  thk  Interior, 

Offick  of  the  Secretary, 
WashingtoVf  D.  C,  January  JW,  1878. 

Sir  :  Yonr  letter  of  tbe  23d  instaDt,  calling  for  iDformatioD  concerniD^  the  claim  oi 
T.  A.  Walker,  formerly  register  of  the  land-ofiBce  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  tor  allowanc* 
for  office-rent  and  clerk-hire,  was  received  and  referred  to  the  Commissioner  of  tbe 
General  Land  Office.  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  his  report  oo 
the  sabjeot,  received  to-day. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

C.  SCHURZ, 

&ecreiar}i. 

Hon.  IsHAM  G.  Harris, 

United  Slates  Senate. 


Department  of  the  Interior, 

General  Land  Ofhce, 
Washington,  D,  C,  January  26,  V^f^' 
Sir  :  I  have  tbe  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  by  yonr  reference  of  the  24(h 
instant,  of  a  letter  from  Hon.  Isham  G.  Harris,  dated  the  23d  instant,  reqaesting,  oa 
behalf  of  the  Senate  Committee  on  Claims,  such  information  as  the  records  of  this  de- 
partment afiford,  tonching  the  claim  of  T.  A.  Walker,  esq.,  sometime  register  of  tbe 
Fort  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  land-office,  for  an  allowance  of  1 1,517.78,  as  reasonable  oooo^ 
pensation  for  expenses  incident  to  the  consolidation  of  the  Iowa  City  office  with  bis, 
m  1856,  said  claim  being  presented  ander  act  of  February  18,  1861,  Statutes,  vol.  x"> 
p.  131,  now  embraced  in  section  2255  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 
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KespectiDK  this  claim,  I  find  from  the  records  that  it  was  daly  filed  for  settlement  in 
JinaarVt  1862;  bnt  for  some  unexplained  reason  was  not  acted  apon  at  that  time. 

On  Febmary  2,  1877,  J.  M.  Walker,  esq.,  filed  in  this  office  a  sworn  statement,  re- 
questing that  the  matter  be  taken  np  for  action ;  and  on  the  6th  of  the  same  month  I 
addressed  your  predecessor  as  follows : 

"Sib  :  Herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  an  account  of  T.  A.  Walker,  late  reg- 
ister of  the  land-office  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  for  clerk-hire  and  rent  paid  by  him  nnder 
the  terms  of  the  act  of  Congress  Febmary  18, 1861,  in  relation  to  consolidated  land- 
offices. 

'*  This  acconnt  was  filed  in  this  office  on  January  25, 1862,  but  has  never  been  acted 
upon.  It  appears  to  be  just  and  regular,  and  is  sustained  by  the  affidavits  of  the  reg- 
ister. Although  held  in  abeyance  for  a  long  period,  there  seems  to  have  been  no  snf- 
iioient  reason  why  it  should  not  have  been  allowed  at  the  time,  and,  if  so,  it  is  now 
doubly  im^rtant  that  it  be  settled  without  further  delay. 

''  The  third  section  of  the  act  referred  to  indicates  cases  of  this  character,  and  in  my 
opinion  the  account  may  be  defrayed  out  of  the  appropriation  for  contingent  expenses 
01  local  land-offices,  for  the  current  year. 

"  I  therefore  submit  the  matter  for  your  consideration,  with  the  recommendation 
that  this  office  be  authorized  to  state  the  account  and  submit  it  to  the  Treasury  De- 
partment for  payment. 

"  Very  respectfnUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

"  J.  A.  WILLIAMSON, 

'■'  Commissioner,'* 

To  this  communication  the  following  reply  was  received : 

**  Department  of  the  Interior, 

'*  Office  of  the  Secretary, 
*'  Washingtonf  D.  C,  February  20, 1877. 

"  Sir  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  8th  instant,  inclosing  a  daim  of  T.  A.  Walker, 
former  register  of  the  iMid-office  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  for  office-rent  and  clerk-hire, 
amounting  to  $1,517.75. 

"The  account  appears  to  have  been  filed  in  the  department  and  referred  to  your 
office  in  January,  1862.    Why  it  has  been  permitted  to  sleep  these  fifteen  years  is  not 
ipparent  from  the  pajwrs ;  but  I  cannot  reconcile  it  with  my  sense  of  official  duty  to 
ipprove  it  at  this  late  day.    The  papers  are  herewith  returned. 
"  Very  respectfully, 

"  CHAS.  T.  GORHAM, 

**  Acting  Secretary, 
^'Hon.  J.  A.  Williamson, 

"  Commieeiontr  General  Land  Office," 

These  communications  appear  to  cover  the  matter  now  before  me,  and  I  have  only  to 
repeat  what  I  at  the  first  reported,  that  in  my  judgment  Mr.  Walker  was  justly  entitled 
to  Ihe  compensation  which  was  especially  provided  by  the  act  of  1861  for  precisely 
nieh  cases ;  and  if  by  reason  of  long  and  obviously  improx>er  delay  the  claim  has 
PMsed  beyond  the  power  of  the  department  to  satisfy,  it  snould  be  placed  by  Congress 
on  its  proper  footing,  and  rendered  capable  of  speedy  adjustment. 
Yearj  respectfmly, 

J.  A.  WILLIAMSON. 

Commieeioner, 
Hon.  C.  SCHURZ, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior, 

BeiDg  satisfied  that  tbe  petitioner  is  entitled  and  should  be  reim- 
barged  the  som  of  $3,600  for  clerk-hire  and  office-rent  paid  by  him  daring 
the  first  two  years  of  his  official  term,  and  the  sum  of  $1,517.75  for 
clerk-hire  and  office-rent  rendered  necessary  by  the  consolidation  of  the 
two  offtces  doling  the  third  and  last  year  of  his  term,  and  paid  by  him, 
the  committee  report  the  accompanying  bill,  and  recommend  that  it  pass. 

H.  Eep.  673 2 

O 
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45th  Congress,  >    HOUSE  OF  KEPRESENTATIVES.     i  Report 
2d  Session.       ]  \  No.  674. 


CITY  DISTILLING  COMPANY,  OF  PEKIN,  ILL. 


April  24, 1876. — Committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


yon 


Mr.  CiJMHiNOS,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  submitted  the  following 

KEPOKT: 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  E.  2604.] 

The  facts  in  this  case  are  fully  set  forth  in  the  following  letter  from 
the  Commissioner  of  Internal  Bevenue : 

Treasury  Department,  Office  of  Internal  Revenue, 

Washington,  January  17, 1878. 

8iR :  In  reply  to  yonr  reference  of  the  communication  of  H.  E.  Kickler,  addressed  to 
00  QDder  date  of  January  4, 1877  (1878  f ),  I  have  to  say  that  on  the  15th  of  Decem- 
«r,  1873,  a  claim  for  the  refunding  of  $481.60,  signed  by  H.  E.  Kickler,  as  secretary  of 
the  City  Distilling  Company,  of  Pekin,  111.,  was  lied  in  this  office. 
From  the  papers  filed  in  this  claim,  it  appears  that  on  the  morning  of  November  28, 
1673,  Mr.  Kickler  purchased  of  Deputy  Collector  Turner,  at  Pekin,  Ul.,  ten  tax-paid 
ipirit-stamns,  representing  the  payment  of  the  tax  on  eight  hundred  and  sixty-three 
taxable  gallons  of  alcohol  contained  in  ten  packages  numbered  from  3421  to  3430,  in- 
closive.    That  subsequent  to  the  purchase  of  the  stamps,  but  before  they  could  be 
iffixed  to  the  packa^esy  and  the  packages  withdrawn  from  the  bonded  warehouse  of 
the  company,  the  said  bonded  warehouse  and  eight  of  the  ten  packages  of  alcohol 
^ere  destroyed  by  fire.    It  further  appears  that  this  destruction  occurred  without 
fraad,  collusion,  or  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  company ;  that  no  portion  of  the 
•pints  was  covered  by  insurance,  and  that  no  unauthorized  allowance  or  withdrawal 
US  been  allowed  or  permitted. 
The  eight  packages  of  spirits  destroyed  contained  six  hundred  and  eighty-eight 
tauble  gallons  of  spirits,  and  the  tax  thereon  amounted  to  $481.60. 
This  cuum  was  rejected  by  Commissioner  Douglass  on  the  24th  of  November,  1874, 
"  for  the  reason  that  the  act  of  May  27, 1872,  does  not  provide  for  a  case  where  the  tax 
^u  paid  before  the  spirits  were  destroyed.'' 
Respectfully, 

GREEN  B.  RAUM, 

Commissianer, 
Hon.  Thos.  p.  Tipton,  M.  C, 

Houie  of  BepreaeniaiiveSj  Washingtonf  D.  C, 

The  committee  recommend  the  passage  of  the  bill. 


46th  Conobbss,  >     HOUSE  OF  REPEESENTATIVES.     (  Report 
U  SesHon.       ]  I  No.  675. 


HEIRS  OP  ASBURY  DICKINS. 


ApiaL24, 1878. — Committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


Mr.  CtJMMiNGS,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  sabmitted  the  following 

adverse 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  B.  1216.] 

Ike  Committee  of  ClaimSj  to  trhom  was  referred  the  hill  {H.  B.  1216)  for 
tk  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Asbury  DicJcina,  icould  report  as  follows : 

This  claim  has  been  pending  since  1849. 

It  has  been  reported  upon  favorably  by  both  Senate  and  House  Com- 
tuittees  of  Claims.  The  Court  of  Claims  has  pronounced  the  claim  well 
f<NiDded. 

Asbury  Dickins,  while  chief  clerk  in  the  Treasury  Department  during 
the  years  182d-1833,  acted  for  133  days  as  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
bot  for  48  of  these  days  he  received  $784.40  extra  compensation. 

While  chief  clerk  in  the  State  Department  during  the  years  1834-1836 
le  acted  226  days  as  Secretary  of  State. 

He  acted  as  Secretary  sometimes  for  three,  four,  and  five  days  at  a 
time ;  once  for  54  consecutive  days. 

The  claimants  ask  for  the  time  Mr.  Dickins  acted  as  Secretary  the 
difference  in  pay  between  chief  clerk  and  Secretary. 

According  to  precedents  the  bill  should  pass,  but  your  committee  be- 
lieve it  time  to  establish  a  contrary  precedent.  The  duties  thus  tem- 
porarily devolved  may  or  may  not  be  greater  than  those  pertaining  to 
the  lower  office.  The  latter  is  accepted  knowing  the  occupant  may  be 
lasigned  to  other  temporary  duty.  During  the  time  for  which  increased 
compensation  is  asked  the  principal  was  drawing  his  regular  salary  as 
Becretary,  and  if  his  absence  from  his  post  gave  the  temporary  occupant 
a  claim  for  extra  pay  which  justice  requires  should  be  compensated,  it 
fihoald  be  paid  by  the  officer  whose  duty  it  was  to  do  the  work  and  who 
has  been  paid  therefor,  and  the  burden  not  placed  upon  the  national 
Treasury. 

Yoor  committee  therefore  report  the  bill  back  with  the  recoromenda- 
tioQ  that  it  do  not  pass. 


I- 


45th  Congbess,  )    HOUSE  OP  EBPEESENTATIVES.     i  Report 
2d  Session.       f  \  No.  676. 


H.  K.  BBLDING. 


Apsil24,  1878.— Committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


Hr.  LiNDSET,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  submitted  the  following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  7:^7.] 

The  Committee  of  Claims,  to  wlwm  was  referred  thebill  (JET.  R.  137)  for  the 
relief  of  H.  K.  Belding,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  ask 
feare  to  report : 

That  the>'  find  that  said  H.  E.  Belding  was  contractor  on  mail-route 
^0. 13585.  from  Brownsville,  Minn.,  to  Carimona,  in  the  same  State ; 
that  the  contract  was  for  four  years  from  July  1, 1858.  The  contract 
price  for  carrying  the  mail  on  this  route  was  $1,800  per  annum.  Mr. 
fielding  perCormeid  the  service  under  the  contract  until  May,  1859,  and 
^as  paid  the  contract  price  therefor.  In  1859  there  was  a  failure  of 
sofficient  appropriation  for  this  route,  and  an  order  was  issued  by  the 
Post-Office  Department  reducing  the  service  on  the  same  one-third. 

There  was  some  correspondence  between  the  contractor  and  the  Post- 
Office  Department  about  continuing  the  full  service,  and  the  contractor 
was  informed  there  was  no  objection  except  there,  was  no  money  to  pay 
until  Congress  convened  and  made  an  appropriation. 

Mr.  Belding  did  perform  full  service  from  May  1,  1859,  to  October, 
I860,  and  has  received  but  two-thirds  of  the  contract  price  therefor, 
and  claims  that  having  rendered  the  service  in  good  faith  he  should  re- 
<«ive  the  full  compensation  named  in  his  contract. 

This  full  service  was  performed  for  seventeen  mouths  after  the  order 
of  reduction,  and  at  the  contract  nite  Mr.  Belding  should  have  received 
(150  per  month.  Be  did  receive  but  $100  per  month,  and  he  asks  to 
^  paid  $50  per  month  additional,  or  $850  for  the  service  so  performed. 

The  service  having  been  performed  with  the  knowledge  of  the  depart- 
ment and  for  the  manifest  benefit  of  the  community,  the  committee 
think  it  just  and  equitable  that  Mr.  Belding  should  bt)  paid  for  the  serv- 
ice actually  performed  the  contract  price  for  the  same. 

They  therefore  recommend  the  payment  to  Mr.  Belding  of  the  sum  of 
1850  for  the  seventeen  months  of  service,  as  above  stated. 

Mr.  Belding  makes  an  additional  claim,  and  the  committee  find  the 
following  facts : 

Prior  to  the  1st  of  October,  1860,  the  route  from  Brownsville  to  Cari- 
ntona  was  extended,  and  the  contract  with  Mr.  Belding  annulled.  Mr. 
fielding  complained  to  the  department  that  he  had  left  a  good  business 
&Qd  made  large  investments  to  perform  his  contract,  and  would  sufifer 
^ery  great  injury  if  compelled  to  give  it  up.    He  was  informed  that  \ift 


2  H.    K.    BELDING. 

woald  be  reinstated  and  his  contract  renewed.  The  service  at  this  time 
was  lessened  five  miles  at  one  end  of  the  ronte  and  increased  twelve 
miles  at  the  other,  and  the  compensation  was  increased  $110  per  year. 

Negotiations  continued  between  Mr.  Belding  and  the  PostOflSce  De- 
partment from  October  1, 1860,  to  February  14, 1861,  fonr  months  and 
fourteen  days,  when  the  contract  was  renewed  with  Mr.  Belding.  Dur- 
ing this  fonr  months  and  fourteen  days  Mr.  Belding  performed  the  serv- 
ice and  has  received  no  pay  therefor.  This  ronte  over  which  Mr.  Beld- 
ing  performed  the  service  had  been  included  in  a  much  larger  one  and 
let  to  other  parties.  They  never  performed  any  service  upon  it,  but  col- 
lected the  pay  under  their  contract  for  the  service  performed  by  Mr. 
Belding. 

It  clearly  appearing  that  the  original  contract  with  Mr.  Belding  was 
annulled  for  no  fault  or  omission  on  his  part ;  that  he  continued  to  perforia 
the  service  in  good  faith  under  the  assurance  that  he  would  be  rein* 
stated  ;  that  his  doing  so  was  well  known  to  the  Post-OfQce  Department, 
and  that  he  was  subsequently  reinstated,  we  are  of  the  opinion  that 
the  payment  to  other  parties  for  this  service,  under  the  circumstances, 
should  not  relieve  the  government  from  paying  Mr.  Belding  therefor. 
We  therefore  report  back  tbe  bill  without  amendment;  said  bill  includ- 
ing payment  of  the  two  sums  allowed  by  the  committee,  and  recommend 
that  the  bill  pass. 


45th  Congress,  )    HOUSE  OF  KEPRESENTATIVES.     (  Report 
U  Session.       )  \  No.  677. 


8ABIN  TROWBRIDGE. 


April  24, 1878. — Committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


Mr.  LiNDSEY,  from  the  Committee  of  Glaims,  submitted  tbe  following 

KEPOKT: 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  4559.] 

Tie  Committee  of  ClaimSj  to  tohom  was  referred  the  petition  of  ijabin  Trow- 
hridgej  postmaster  at  Lee  Center^  State  of  Illinois  j  for  relief  from  loss  of 
postage-stamps  stolen  hy  burglars^  having  had  the  same  under  considera- 
iionj  ask  leave  to  report  the  following  facts  and  recommendation : 

It  appears  from  the  evidence  submitted  to  tbe  committee,  that  tbe 
post-office  at  Lee  Center  was  broken  open  and  entered  by  burglars  on 
the  night  of  the  10th  day  of  November,  1877,  and  postage-stamps  to  the 
amoant  of  $214  were  stolen,  no  part  of  which  have  been  recovered. 

The  evidence  shows  that  the  post-office  was  kept  in  a  substantial 
wooden  building  with  double  doors  in  front,  each  door  of  two  thicknesses 
of  plank,  and  blinds  to  all  the  windows,  with  inside  fastenings.  The 
entrance  was  effected  by  boring  and  cutting  out  the  catch  to  lock  of  the 
iront  door,  which  was  heavy  and  strong. 

Tbe  stamps  stolen  were  in  a  new  safe  manufactured  by  Hall's  Safe 
and  Lock  Company,  of  Cincinnati  and  Chicago,  with  combination  lock. 
The  safe  was  removed  from  its  place  back  of  the  delivery  of  the  post- 
office  to  the  middle  of  the  floor,  and  there  drilled  and  blown  open  with 
gQDpowder. 

The  robbery  was  made  public  immediately,  and  every  effort  appears 
to  have  been  made  to  detect  and  apprehend  the  burglars  and  recover 
the  stamps,  but  without  success. 

A  special  agent  of  the  Post-Office  Department  investigated  the  case 
soon  after  the  loss,  and  reported  that  the  postmaster  was  in  no  wise  to 
blame  for  the  robbery  of  his  post-office. 

In  view  of  the  foregoing  facts,  the  committee  report  the  accompanying 
Wllfor  the  relief  of  said  Sabin  Trowbridge,  and  recommend  that  it  do 


& 


fl 


3SBT,  from  the  Committee  of  Clftims,  satimitted  tUe  followJDg 

REPORT: 

[To  Moompany  bill  H.  E.  4!^.] 

nittee  of  Ctaivu,  to  whom  waa  referred  ike  petition  of  Aaron  Jlf  tley, 
iter  at  SuUivan,  ItL,  asking  to  be  credited  teith  the  amount  of 
ttampg  and  poitofflee  /unda  stolen  from  his  office  May  29, 1877, 
had  the  same  under  consideration,  ask  leave  to  report : 

appears  from  the  evidence  that  the  post-office  at  Sulliran,  111., 
I^ht  of  Ma;  29, 1877,  was  broken  iuto  and  the  followiog  prop- 
money  of  the  Uofted  States  stolen  therefrom,  to  wit : 

)  poatafte-etanips,  irorth (ST  00 

IT  f  ands  on  hand,  OMb 3  80 

nureDcj,  about ...... 9U0 

,10-oeiit  pieces 5  00 

mdw  United  BUtM 1  00 

irae^oent  omca,  Uoited  States,  about 4  00 

,  10  and  25  oeDta,aboDt. .....: 1  50 

in) 3  00 

114  30 
iSt-Office  Department  was  immediately  notified  of  the  robbery, 
'cial  agent  was  sent  by  the  department  to  investigate  the  same, 
rted  aa  follows :  "  The  resolt  of  my  investigation  shows  that 
■office  was  entered  and  robbed  of  government  property  as  set 
the  annexed  affidavit,  &o. ;  that  the  postmaster  has  (withont 
ised  all  means  in  his  power  to  find  ont  and  punish  the  goilty 
that  be  used  all  doe  caation  in  the  care  of  the  office  and  gov- 
faads  coDtaioed  tbereio;  and  it  is  my  firm  belief  that  the  rob- 

ii-ishI  thmiitrli  nn  fiin\t.  nr  n^ir\pft.  ttf  thfl  ..     ™.. 


"L 


* 


I 
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2  AARON   MILEY. 

have  to  state  that  the  acconnt  of  Aaron  Miley,  postmaster  at  SalUvan,  III.,  shows  a 
halance  in  his  favor  on  postal  fands  to  the  amount  of  $13.49  to  December  31, 1677. 
Very  respectfally, 

DAVID  B.  PARKER, 

Chief  Special  Agent 

Hon.  COMMITEE  OF  CLAIMS, 

Motive  of  Bepresentatives. 


Chicago^  III.,  July  29, 1877. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  agreeably  to  yonr  instmctions,  I  visited  tbe 
Sallivan  post-office,  in  the  coanty  of  Monltne  and  State  of  Illinois,  on  the  27th  instaot, 
for  the  purpose  of  investigating  ordinary  case  1785,  referred  to  me  by  yon. 

The  result  of  my  investigation  shows  that  said  post-office  was  entered  and  robbed 
of  government  property,  as  set  forth  in  the  annexed  affidavit,  marked  A ;  that  the 
postmaster  has  (without  success)  used  all  means  in  his  x>ower  to  find  out  and  panish 
the  guilty  parties ;  that  he  used  all  due  caution  in  the  care  of  the  office  and  governmeot 
funds  contained  therein ;  and  it  i^  my  firm  belief  that  the  robbery  occurred  thrungh  do 
fault  or  neglect  on  his  part. 

llie  annexed  memorial,  marked  B,*  expreases  the  general  feeling  of  the  citizens  of 
Sullivan  toward  Postmaster  Miley. 
I  was  myself  unable  to  obtain  any  clue  to  the  robbers. 
Very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

A.  Bi.  SPUSLIN6, 
iSpecioZ  A$^,  Po^UOf^  AJfiptfrt^ent 
Capt  Jamrs  E.  Stuart, 

Special  Agent  Post-Offiee  Department,  and 

Superintendent  Northweatem  Divieiont  Chicago,  III. 


A. 

State  of  Illinois,  Moultrie  County^  ss : 

Aaron  Miley,  being  first  dnlj:  sworn  by  me,  on  his  oath  deposes  and  says  as  fioUows, 
to  wit :  I  am  at  the  present  time,  and  have  constantly  for  seven  years  la«t  elapssd  beeo 
the  postmaQter  at  Sullivan*  Illinois ;  that  on  tbe  night  of  May  ^,  1877,  said  pottoftM 
in  Sullivan  was  burglarized  by  some  person  or  persons  unknown  to  me,  who  made 
forcible  entry  of  said  office  in  tbe  night-time  and  stole  therefrom  the  following proptrtf 
and  money,  the  property  of  the  United  States,  then  lawfully  in  my  custody,  to  wit: 

2,900  3-cent  postage-stamps,  worth $87  00 

Money-order  fundS  on  hand,  cash ^ 3  80 

Mutilated  currency,  about 9  ft) 

Silver  coin,  10-oent  pieces 5  00 

One  legal-tender  United  States 100 

Two  and  three  cent  coins,  United  States,  about 4  00 

Paper  scrip,  10  and  25  cents,  about • 1  50 

Nickels  (coin) 3  00 

Total... 114  30 

I  further  state  that  said  post-office  was  well  secured  by  locks  and  bolts,  as  it  alirap 
is  when  not  actually  open  for  business,  and  that  the  loss  sustained,  as  above  set  op, 
was  in  no  way  or  manner  the  result  of  any  negligence  or  carelessness  or  connivance  oi 
affiant,  or  any  employ^  of  said  office ;  and,  further,  affiant  states  that  he  has  used  dne 
diligence  and  watchfulness  to  ascertain  who  the  guilty  parties  are,  but  has  never  been 
able  to  fix  the  act  upon  any  one. 

AARON  MILEY. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  27th  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1877. 

A.  N.  SMYSER, 

Notary  Public^ 


*  Not  famished  the  printer. 


Um  CoNOBBSS, )    HOUSE  OF  EEPRESENTATIVES.     (  Report 
2d  Session.       f  \  No.  679. 


D.  D.  WBAD. 


Apiul  24, 1878. — Committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  Honse  and  ordered  to  he 

printed. 


Mr.  LiNDSET,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  submitted  the  following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  hill  H.  B.  16.] 

The  Committee^  Claims^  having  considered  Ihe  bill  (H.  R,  16)  to  reim- 
burse i>.  2>.  Weadj  postmaster  at  Sheldon^  Vt.yfor  stamps  and  money 
Holen/rom  him  December  31, 1873,  rqport : 

That  the  bill  ought  to  pass,  it  appearing  satisfactorily  that  the  stamps 
and  money  were  stolen  by  burglars,  who  broke  and  entered  the  post- 
office  premises  and  blew  open  the  safe  in  which  the  money  and  stamps 
were,  and  that  the  postmaster  was  gnilty  of  no  negligence  in  the  use  of 
all  means  at  his  command  for  the  security  of  the  government  property. 


I 


I 
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Congress,  (    HOUSE  OF  EEPKESENTA.TIVES.     /  Report 
I  Session.       ]  \  No.  680. 


EBENEZER  WALKER. 


'24,1S78. — ^Committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


'.LiNDSEY,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  submitted  the  following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompaDy  bill  S.  771.] 

'Jimmittee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  hill  {S.  771)  for  the 
'ef  of  Ebenezer  WalJcery  having  had  the  same  under  consideration^ 
mit  tJie  following  report: 

it  it  appears  from  the  evidence  that  Ebenezer  Walker,  late  post- 
tr  at  Okemos,  Ingham  County,  Michigan,  had  been  postmaster  for 
n  years,  and  kept  the  office  in  the  same  place ;  that  on  the  night 
le  20, 1877,  the  post-office  was  broken  open  and  robbed  by  persons 
mn  of  $78.90  in  postage-stamps.  It  also  appears  that  on  the 
Dight  five  stores  of  private  citizens  were  entered  and  robbed.  All 
idence  goes  to  show  that  the  loss  was  not  the  result  of  any  negli- 
or  fault  on  the  part  of  the  postmaster.  Your  committee  therefore 
mend  the  passage  of  the  bill. 


t 


5th  CoNaRESs,  \    HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES.     (  Report 
2d  Session.       ]  \  No.  681. 


EDGAR  A.  BEACH. 


iFBiL24, 1878. — Committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  Honse  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


Mr.  LiNDSEY,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  submitted  the  following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  4561.] 

Tk  Committee  of  Claims  to  wham  was  referred  the  bill  (J7.  R.  17)  to  pay 
Edffar  A.  Beach,  of  Essex,  Vermont,  the  sum  therein  named,  having  con- 
Msrtd  the  same,  report : 

That  the  post-offioe  at  Essex  Junction,  V t.,  was  burglariously  entered 
)D  the  night  of  August  7, 1875,  and  postage-stamps  to  the  amount  of 
M0.48,  and  stamped  envelopes  to  the  amount  of  $67.88  were  stolen  and 
lave  not  since  been  recovered.  The  evidence  shows  that  the  post-office 
ras  kept  in  the  middle  one  of  three  stores,  in  a  wooden  block,  in  con< 
lection  with  a  clothing-store  owned  by  the  postmaster,  Edgar  A.  Beach» 
lie  government  provided  no  safe  or  other  means  for  the  keeping  of  stamps, 
DTelopes,  and  other  post-office  property.  The  postmaster  had  a  small 
ife  in  which  he  kept  tiie  bulk  of  stamps,  but  the  safe  was  not  of  suffi- 
ient  size  to  receive  the  stamped  envelopes.  In  the  custody  of  the 
amped  envelopes  the  committee  are  of  opinion  ttiat  the  x>ostma8ter 
as  in  the  exercise  of  due  care  and  vigilance,  and  for  their  value  is  en- 
tied  to  indemnity.  For  the  postage-stamps  lost  the  committee  recom- 
end  no  allowance,  as  there  appears  to  have  been  a  want  of  proper  dili- 
iDce  in  their  custody. 
The  committee  report  a  substitute  for  the  bill  and  recommend  that  it 

o 


45th  Congress,  \     HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES.     (  Report 
2d  Session.        |  )  No.  682. 


PEASLEY  AND  McCLARY. 


April  24,  1878. — Committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


Mr.  Henderson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  submitted  the  following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  S.  364.] 

The  Committee  of  Clmms,  to  whom  was  referred  the  {S.  bill  364) /or  the 
relief  of  Feasley  and  McClarpy  of  Nashua^  N.  JI.,  having  considered  the 
wwe,  beg  leave  to  report : 

That  it  appears  from  the  evidence  in  this  case  tbat  in  tbe  year  1867 
the  mail-ronte  from  Worcester,  Mass.,  to  Nashua,  N.  H,,  was  extended 
to  Wilton,  N.  H.  This  required  the  transfer  of  the  route-agent  and  the 
mails  from  the  Worcester  and  Nashua  Railroad  depot  to  the  Wilton 
Bailroad  depot,  a  distance  of  about  half  a  mile  across  the  city  of  Nashua ; 
and  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Burt,  postmaster  at  Boston,  who  made 
provision  for  said  extension,  Peasley  and  McClary  performed  this  serv- 
ice. As  the  connection  between  the  trains  was  closed,  it  required  them 
to  be  on  hand  promptly  to  insure  the  transfer,  and  they  performed  this 
service  faithfully  from  December  2, 1867,  to  January  18, 1869,  supposing 
Postmaster  Burt  had  the  authority  to  pay  them.  But  he  had  not,  and 
before  the  presentation  of  their  claim  to  the  Post-Office  Department, 
more  than  two  years  had  elapsed,  and  the  unexpended  balances  had 
keen  covered  into  the  Treasury  under  the  act  of  Julj  12, 1870,  leaving 
fio  fnnd  from  which  the  amount  of  this  claim  could  be  paid. 

A  bill  to  pay  this  claim  appears  to  have  passed  the  Senate  at  its  last 
re^lar  session  but  one,  and  was  sent  to  the  House,  but  no  f  ual  action 
Was  had  upon  it. 

Tbe  claimants  transferred  the  route-agent  and  the  mails  under  his 
charge  for  one  year  one  month  and  sixteen  days,  and  they  ofi'ered  to 
settle  with  Mr.  Burt  at  $100  per  annum.  The  Senate  bill  fixes  the  com- 
pensation at  $125,  which  seems  to  be  reasonable.  And  the  committee 
believing  the  service  to  have  been  faithfully  performed,  and  that  the 
claimants  have  not  been  paid,  report  the  bill  back,  and  recommend  its 
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CoNaBESS,  (    HOUSE  OF  KEPKESESTATIVES.     (  Report 
i  Session.       ]  \  No.  683. 


SAMUEL  W.  ABBOTT. 


L  24, 1876. — Committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  Hoase  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


Hendekson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  B.  1761.] 

Committee  of  Claims^  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (H,  B.  1761)  for 
e  relief  of  JSamuel  W.  Abbotty  postmaster  at  Menominee^  Mich.^  hnving 
d  the  same  under  consideration^  beg  leave  to  report: 

lat  it  appears  from  the  petition  of  said  postmaster,  and  affidavits  of 
(elf  and  others,  that  on  the  night  of  the  4th  day  of  September,  1874, 
post-office  at  said  town  of  Menominee  was  feloniously  entered  by 
)  lierson  or  persons  to  the  postmaster  unknown,  the  safe  therein 
Eiined  blown  open  and  rifled  of  its  contents,  including  postage-stamps 
1  denominations  to  the  amount  of  $465,  money  received  from  the 
of  postage-stamps,  $85,  and  money  received  for  and  applicable  to 
payment  of  money-orders,  $1.50,  amounting  in  all  to  the  sum  of 
.50,  being  the  property  of  the  United  States,  and  in  the  custody  of 
laid  postmaster,  and  that  it  was  all  stolen  and  carried  away  or  de- 
'ed  by  fire  in  the  explosion,  and  that  no  part  of  the  same  has  ever 
recovered. 

seems  the  night  on  which  the  robbery  took  place  was  very  dark  and 
ny ;  that  the  burglars  entered  by  the  back  door,  and  blew  open  the 
with  gunpowder.  It  appears  the  safe  was  blown  open  by  drilling 
I  into  it,  pouring  in  powder,  and  exploding  it.  Harlow  P.  Bird,  a 
hant,  residing  in  the  next  building,  heard  the  explosion,  being 
cened  from  sleep  by  it,  and  swears  that  he  got  up  and  went  to  the 
p  but  it  was  very  dark  and  he  could  see  nothing,  and  he  went  to 
Again,  supposing  it  was  a  clap  of  thunder;  that  when  he  got  up  in 
morning  he  discovered  the  back  door  of  the  post-office  building 
;  that  he  went  to  it  and  found  that  a  burglary  had  been  committed 
Qg  the  night ;  that  the  safe  was  blown  open  and  the  windows  shat- 
i ;  that  holes  had  been  drilled  into  the  safe,  and  apparently  powder 
ed  into  the  safe  through  them,  and  then  ignited  by  a  slow  match 
the  safe  blown  open ;  that  on  the  floor  were  pieces  of  partly  burned 
[-bills  and  papers,  which  had  evidently  been  set  on  flre  by  the  pow- 
and  that  he  immediately  notifled  the  sheriff,  who  lived  near  said 
9,  and  that  he  came  and  examined  the  safe  and  room,  and  took  steps 
)prehend  the  burglars,  but  without  success, 
le  sheriff  and  other  citizens  swear  to  the  burglary,  and  to  the  facts 
>  the  blowing  open  of  the  safe.  The  sheriff  also  swears  that  he  at 
I  notified  the  postmaster  after  examining  the  premises,  and  took 
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steps  to  secure  the  arrest  of  the  burglars,  but  was  unsuccessful.  He 
states  it  as  his  opinion  that  the  burglary  was  committed  by  professional 
burglars  who  were  not  residents  of  that  county.  E.  S.  Ingalla,  the 
prosecuting  attorney  of  the  county,  and  a  number  of  other  witnesses, 
swear  to  the  burglary  and  to  the  facts  as  herein  stated,  and  they  ali^o 
swear  that  they  know  the  contents  of  the  affidavit  of  said  postmaster  as 
to  the  burglary  and  loss  sustained  thereby,  and  they  believe  the  state- 
ments made  by  him  to  be  true. 

It  further  appears  from  the  affidavit  of  said  postmaster  that  he  had 
in  said  safe  more  than  the  amount  of  postage-stamps  and  money  belong- 
ing to  the  United  States  of  his  own  private  funds,  which  were  also  taken, 
and  also  that  there  was  an  amount  taken  belonging  to  the  express  com- 
pany of  which  he  was  agent.  It  also  appears  from  a  letter  of  the  Third 
Assistant  Postmaster-General  that  said  postmaster  on  the  5th  day  of 
September,  1874,  the  next  day  after  the  burglary,  notified  the  Post  Of&ce 
Department  of  the  same,  and  stated  the  loss  to  be  $533.30  of  postage- 
stamps  and  money  belonging  to  the  United  States — a  small  amount  less 
than  he  afterward  states  on  oath  was  lost,  and  said  Third  Assistant 
Postmaster-General,  in  the  letter  referred  to,  estimates  the  probable 
amount  of  postage-stamps  in  the  hands  of  said  postmaster  at  the  time 
of  the  burglary  to  be  slightly  in  excess  of  $465,  the  amount  stated  to 
have  been  stolen. 

Hon.  Jay  A.  Hnbbell  states  that  he  is  personally  acquainted  with  the 
postmaster  and  knows  him  to  be  of  good  character,  and  that  his  reputa- 
tion for  honesty  and  veracity  is  unquestioned  among  his  neighbors,  and 
that  he  has  no  doubt  but  that  be  sustained  the  loss  claimed  by  him. 
He  further  says  that  the  express  company,  after  fully  investigating  the 
burglary,  made  good  the  loss  of  its  funds,  and  exonerated  Mr.  Abbott 
ftt)m  all  blame. 

The  evidence  abundantly  shows  that  the  burglary  was  committed; 
and  the  committee,  after  fully  considering  it,  are  of  the  opinion  that  tbe 
said  postmaster,  Samuel  W.  Abbott,  sustained  the  loss  of  postage-stamps 
and  money  claimed  by  him  to  have  been  stolen,  and  without  any  fanit 
or  negligence  on  his  part,  and  that  be  is  entitled  to  relief.  They  there- 
fore report  back  said  bill  and  recommend  its  passage. 


NGBESS, )     HOUSE  OF  REPKESENTA.TIVBS.     (  Report 
ssion.       i  \  No.  6S^. 


M.  D.  TITSWORTH. 


!^8. — Committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  Hoase  aad  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


iDEBSON,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  submitted  the  fol- 

lowiDg 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  3539.] 

mittee  of  Claims^  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (H,  R,  3539)  for 
ef  of  M.  D,  Titsworth^  postmaster  at  Adams  Centre,  N.  T.,  hav- 
i  the  same  under  considerationj  beg  leave  to  report : 

rom  the  sworn  statement  of  the  postmaster  it  appears  that  on 
t  of  July  11,  1877,  the  post-office  at  Adams  Ceutre,  Jefferson 
N.  Y.,  was  entered  by  burglars,  who  effected  an  entrance  by 

a  pane  of  glass  in  the  door,  and  then  opened  the  safe  by  cut- 
)ngh  the  top  with  heavy  tools,  and  took  therefrom  1150.35  in 
elved  by  said  postmaster  for  postage,  and  awaiting  the  order  of 
e,  Watertown  and  Ogdensburg  Railroad  Company,  to  whom  it 
3  paid  for  mail-service;  1127.25  belonging  to  the  money-order 
id  $249  in  postage-stamps,  amounting  in  all  to  the  sum  of 
post  office  funds,  besides  taking  his  own  private  funds.  It 
that  the  post-office  was  kept  in  a  drug-store,  in  a  brick  block 
to  stores  and  offices,  where  it  had  been  kept  for  many  years ; 
'e  was  no  bank  or  other  place  of  safety  in  said  village  of  Adams 
and  that  said  postmaster  kept  the  postage-stamps  and  moneys 
g  to  the  government  in  a  safe,  purchased  by  him  for  that  pur- 
Q  Messrs.  M.  Briggs  &  Son,  of  Rochester,  N.  T.,  safe  manufac- 
ud  which  was  represented  to  him  to  be  fire  and  burglar  proof, 
r  appears  from  the  sworn  statement  of  said  postmaster  that 
every  reasonable  effort  to  detect  the  persons  who  committed 
lary,  but  without  success.  Fifteen  persons  make  a  statement 
they  are  acquainted  with  the  foregoing  statement  of  facts, 
e  set  forth  in  the  sworn  statement  of  the  said  postmaster,  and 
r  believe  the  same  to  be  true. 

mmittee  are  of  the  opinion,  from  the  statement  of  said  post- 
nade  ander  oath,  and  that  of  the  persons  above  mentioned, 

loss  occurred  without  any  negligence  or  fault  of  the  said  M« 
orth,  postmaster ;  that  he  exercised  reasonable  care  in  keeping 
age-stamps  and  moneys  sately,  and  that  he  is  entitled  to  relief, 
mittee^  therefore,  report  back  the  bill  and  recommend  its  pas- 


r 
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5th  Congbbss,  >    HOUSE  OF  EEPEESENTATIVBS.     (  Report 
2d  SeMion.       f  )  No.  685. 


WILLIAM  J.  PIPER. 


April  24, 1878. — Committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  and  orderod  to  be 

printed. 


Mr.  Hei^debson^  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  sabmitted  the  following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  2200.] 

The  Committee  of  Claims^  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  {H.  R.  2200)  for 
ihe  relief  of  William  J.  Piper ^  of  Frankfort^  If.  F.,  having  had  the  same 
under  consideration,  beg  Imve  to  report: 

That  from  the  affidavit  of  the  said  William  J.  Piper  it  appears  that 
ac  ed  as  postmaster  at  Frankfort,  in  the  county  of  Herkimer,  and 
State  of  New  York,  from  July  1, 1868,  until  in  May,  or  thereabouts,  in 
the  year  1869,  at  which  time  he  was  appointed  postmaster  at  said  village 
of  Frankfort,  and  had  held  said  office  and  discharged  the  duties  thereof 
up  to  the  20th  day  of  April,  1876,  the  date  of  making  said  affidavit; 
that  for  two  years  and  upwards  prior  to  the  date  of  said  affidavit  the 
post-office  was  kept  in  the  rooms  on  the  ground  floor  of  Putmau's  build- 
ioi:,  so-called,  on  the  north  side  of  Main  street,  and  near  the  business 
portion  of  said  village ;  that  said  postmaster  had  a  good  substantial 
iiOD  safe  in  said  office  of  about  twelve  hundred  pounds  weight,  in  which 
ke  kept  all  the  postage-stamps  and  postal-cards  in  said  post-office,  and 
^  the  money  belonging  to  the  government  and  accruing  from  the  busi- 
ness of  said  office  ]  that  before  closing  up  and  leaving  said  office  on  the 
ight  of  the  6th  day  of  September,  1873,  said  postmaster  put  into  said 
^e  postage-stamps  to  the  amount  of  |40,  postal-cards  to  the  amount  of 
19.50,  and  $13,  making  in  all  the  sum  of  172.50,  and  properly  locked 
tie  same ;  that  on  Saturday  night,  the  6th  day  of  September,  1873,  said 
os^office  was  broken  into  by  some  person  or  persons  unknown  to  said 
[>8tma8ter,  and  the  safe  was  broken  open  and  said  postage-stamps,  pos- 
^•eards,  and  money  stolen  and  carried  away,  and  that  be  endeavored 
ith  all  the  means  at  his  command  to  apprehend  the  burglars,  but  was 
Dable  to  ascertain  the  guilty  parties  or  to  apprehend  them,  and  that  no 
ortion  of  the  said  postage-stamps,  postal-cards,  and  money  stolen  was 
Per  recovered. 

It  further  appears  that  the  said  postage-stamps,  postal  cards,  and 
loney,  and  the  whole  thereof,  were  the  property  of  the  United  States ; 
iat  said  postmaster  accounted  for  the  same  to  the  Post-Office  Depart- 
lent,  and  that  the  same  was  a  total  loss  to  him ;  and  he  asks  the  gov- 
rnoteiit  to  reimburse  him  for  the  loss  sustained.  Which  was  without  any 
lult  or  negligence  on  his  part. 

William  W.  Crosby,  for  many  years  a  merchant  in  said  village  of 
^nkfort,  and  at  the  time  of  making  his  affidavit  2k  supervisor  of  the 
aid  town  of  Frankfort,  states  on  oath  that  he  had  read  the  affidavit  o^ 
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said  postmaster,  in  which  the  foregoing  statement  of  facts  is  made,  and 
knew  the  contents  thereof;  that  he  recollects  the  occasion  of  the  po6^ 
office  burglary  at  Frankfort  in  the  month  of  September,  1873,  and  that 
the  facts  in  reference  thereto  and  the  blowing  open  of  the  safe  in  said 
post-office  are  correctly  stated  in  said  affidavit.  H.e>  further  swears  that 
he  has  known  said  postmaster,  William  J.  Piper,  for  twenty*  years  and 
upwards ;  that  he  bears  an  irreproachable  moral  character ;  that  he  has 
the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  community,  and  that  his  statements 
are  entitled  to  full  faith  and  credit 

A.  0.  McGowan,  also  a  resident  of  said  town  of  Frankfort,  and  for 
many  years  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  in  that  place,  makes  on 
oath,  in  substance,  the  same  statements  as  are  made  by  said  Crosby,  ex- 
cept he  had  only  known  said  Piper  for  fifteen  years  and  upwards. 

The  committee  are  of  the  opinion,  from  the  evidence,  that  the  said 
loss  of  postage-stamps,  postal-cards,  and  money  was  without  any  fanlt 
or  negligence  on  the  part  of  said  postmaster,  and  that  he  is  entitled  to 
relief;  and,  accordingly,  they  report  b.ick  the  bill  and  recommend  its 
passage. 


ITH  GONGBESS, )    HOUSE  OF  BEPEESENTATIVBS.      (  Eepobt 
^  Session.       f  \  No.  ^6. 


JOEL  A.  BILLUP8. 


'RiL  'U,  1878. — Coraniitted  to  the  ConiTnitte<^  of  the  Whole  House  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


[r.  Henderson,  from  tbe  Committee  of  Claims,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  245.] 

The  majority  of  the  Committee  of  Claims^  to  whom  teas  referred  the  bill  (JT. 
B.  2^)  for  the  relief  of  Joel  A.  Billups,  having  had  the  same  under  con- 
Hderation.  heg  leave  to  report : 

That  the  claim  of  Joel  A.  Billups,  executor  of  John  Billups,  deceased, 
«for— 

12  maleSt  of  an  agg^regate  value  of $1 ,  925  00 

8  horses,  of  an  aggrefrate  value  of 3,040  00 

600  bosbels  of  com,  at  1 1.60  per  bushel 900  00 

»00O  pounds  of  hay  and  fodder,  at  $1.75  per  hundred 87  50 

Total 5,952  50 

Hiich  said  property,  it  is  alleged,  was  purchased  from  said  John  Bli- 
ps, deceased,  in  his  life-time,  for  the  use  of  the  Army,  by  one  Lieut. 
.  A.  Kelly,  then  an  acting  assistant  quartermaster;  that  Touchers 
ere  regularly  issued  to  said  John  Billups,  and  that  said  vouchers  were 
8t  And  the  claimant  having  failed  to  prosecute  his  claim  successfully 
^fore  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury  Department,  now  asks 
at  Congress  may  grant  him  relief,  and  pay  him  for  the  property  alleged 
have  l^n  purchased  for  the  use  of  the  Army. 

In  support  of  the  claim,  the  claimant  himself  makes  an  affidavit  on 
e  17th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1873,  and  therein  states  that  in  the  month 
May  or  June,  1865,  the  United  States  forces  under  the  command  of 
eneral  Stoneman,  in  passing  his  father's  plantation,  purchased  of  the 
id  John  Billups  eighteen  or  twenty  head  of  valuable  horses  and  mules, 
orth  at  the  time  of  said  purchase  |250  per  head ;  also,  a  large  quantity 

'  corn  and  fodder,  worth  the  sum  of  $— ;  that  the  officer  making 

kid  purchase  stated  that  he  was  the  acting  quartermaster  of  the 
hirteenth  Tennessee  Cavalry^  and  gave  to  said  deceased  vouchers  that 
3  said  were  regular,  and  would  insure  payment  for  the  mules  and 
^rses  and  com  and  tbdder ;  that  said  vouchers  were  seen  by  him  while 
I  the  possession  of  his  father,  and  he  believes  they  were  signed  by  Lieut. 
[.  A.  Kelly ;  that  said  vouehers  were  taken  in  person  by  deceased  to 
LUgusta,  6a.,  the  headquarters  of  Maj.-G«n.  J.  B.  Steedman,  then  in 
3mmand  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  for  his  approval;  that  said  General 
teedman  did  approve  the  same,  and  told  said  deceased  that  he  would 
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forward  the  same  to  the  Quarteruaaster-Generars  Office,  at  Washing- 
ton,  or  the  proper  office,  for  payment.  That  subseqaeutly  General 
Steedman  informed  him,  deponent,  that  said  vouchers  had  been  regu- 
larly approved  and  forwarded  to  the  proper  office,  and  would  be  paid; 
and  that  said  vouchers  were  not  again  seen  or  heard  from  by  deceased,  or 
by  said  deponent,  until  the  year  1867,  when  Hon.  Joshua  Hill,  late  United 
States  Senator  from  the  State  of  Georgia,  found  said  vouchers  in  the  city 
of  Washington,  approved  as  already  stated.  Whether  they  were  already 
on  file,  or  w  hether  said  Hill  had  them  filed,  deponent  states  he  is  not  posi- 
tive. He  further  states  in  said  affidavit  that  said  vouchers  were  certainly 
filed  before  or  during  the  year  1867 ;  that  he  is  positive  they  were  seen 
on  file  in  the  Quartermaster-Generars  Office  or  Department,  in  Washing- 
ton, in  the  year  1867,  by  Hon.  Joshua  Hill,  as  he  was  informed  by  said 
Hill;  and  that  since  then  neither  he  nor  his  deceased  father  has  beard 
anything  of  them. 

In  a  letter  from  Hon.  Joshua  Hill,  under  date  March  25, 1873,  directed 
to  the  Quartermaster-General  of  the  United  States,  and  which  appears 
among  the  papers,  it  is  stated    that  in  1867  Col.  John    Billups,  of 
Athens,  Ga.,  sent  him  his  claim  and  vouchers  for  some  eighteen  or  nine- 
teen horses  and  mules  taken  by  some  military  officer  of  the  United  States 
from  his  plantation  in  Oglethorpe  County,  not  far  from  Z.  Clark's  planta- 
tion, for  Army  uses;  that  he  could  not  then  remember  the  value  of  the 
animals  taken,  nor  the  exact  time,  but  was  sure  it  was  after  hostilities 
had  ceased.    He  further  states  that  his  recollection  was  that  he  depos- 
ited the  papers  in  his  (the  Quartermaster-General's)  department  or 
bureau,  with  a  view  to  receiving  payment,  and  that  he  was  disappointed 
in  obtaining  it,  and  never  saw  the  papers  afterward.    He  further  says 
that  the  form  of  the  claim  induced  him  to  expect  a  recovery  of  tbe 
amount  sought  for,  and  on  the  8th  day  of  August,  1874,  the  said  Joshua 
Hill  made  an  affidavit,  in  which  he  states  that  to  the  best  of  his  recol- 
lection and  belief  he  first  saw  a  lot  of  vouchers,  signed  by  an  assistant 
quartermaster  of  the  United  States  Army,  in  May  or  June,  1865,  acknowl- 
edging the  receipt  of  some  eighteen  or  twenty  horses  and  mules,  and  a 
large  lot  of  corn,  fodder,  and  hay,  from  John  Billups,  of  Clarke  Coantj^  j 
Georgia,  from  his  farm  in  the  county  of  Oglethorpe,  in  said  State,  soon 
after  the  date  of  said  vouchers ;  that  he  attempted  to  aid  the  said  John  j 
Billups  in  the  collection  of  his  claim,  through  General  James  B.  Steed- 
man,  then  commanding  the  United  States  forces  in  Gi^orgia,  but  did  not 
succeed ;  that  in  the  year  1867  he  presented  the  said  vouchers  for  pay- 
ment to  General  Ekin,  as  he  now  remembers,  Assistant  Quartermaster- 
General  of  the  United  States,  who  for  some  reason  declined  making 
payment  .  He  further  states  in  said  affidavit  that  he  has  no  recollection 
of  having  ever  seen  said  vouchers  since  about  the  time  of  the  presenta- 
tion last  above  mentioned ;  that  he  cannot  state  with  certainty  that 
they  were  left  by  him  in  the  Office  of  the  Quartermaster-General ;  that 
they  may  have  been  returned  to  him,  deponent,  and  lost  with  other  val- 
uable papers  stolen  from  him  in  the  city  of  Washington,  since  wbicb 
time  he  has  heard  nothing  from  them. 

From  an  affidavit  of  the  said  H.  A.  Kelly,  made  on  the  20th  day  of 
February,  1874,  it  appears  that  he  was  a  lieutenant  and  regimental 
quartermaster  of  the  Eighth  Tennessee  Union  Cavalry  during  the  lat« 
war,  and  was  acting  assistant  quartermaster  for  the  third  brigade,  cav- 
alry division.  District  of  East  Tennessee,  General  George  Stoueman 
commanding;  and  that  during  the  march  of  said  command  throagb 
I>ortions  of  the  States  of  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and  Geor£:iaf 
he  was  with  said  command  in  the  counties  of  Clarke  and  Oglethorpe,  in 


j^ 


aforesaid  rales  and  regulations. 

idditiou  to  the  foregoing  affidavits,  claimant  presents  an  affidavit 
ihard  T.  Trible,  made  on  the  14th  day  of  Aagnst,  1874,  who  states, 
uh,  that  he  knows  that  eleven  mules  and  four  horses,  the  property 
d  in  possession  of,  John  Billups,  then  in  life,  were  taken  from  the 
ition  of  the  said  John  Billups,  in  Clarke  County,  Georgia,  on  or 

the  5th  day  of  May,  1865,  by  Federal  soldiers ;  that  eight  of  said 

were  extra  good  mules,  and  worth  at  least  $175  each ;  and  the 
(,  not  altogether  so  gooa,  were  worth  at  least  $125  each ;  that 
f  the  horses  taken  was  a  very  fine  Green  Mountain  Morgan 
m — very  valuable,  on  account  of  his  blood,  fine  form  and 
jes,  as  a  stock  horse,  and  worth  $2,000;  that  one  other  was 
Morgan  gelding  four  years  old,  and  worth  at  least  $200 ;  and  that 
:;her8  were  mares,  suitable  for  plow,  and  for  breeding,  and  worth  not 
lan  $100  each.  Also  an  affidavit  of  Anderson  Plumer  and  William 
n,  made  August  15, 1874,  who  state  on  oath,  that  in  addition  to 
even  mules  and  four  horses  sworn  to  in  the  affidavit  of  Bichard  T. 
»,  one  mule  and  four  horses,  six  hundred  bushels  of  corn,  and  five 
Eind  pounds  of  hay  and  fodder,  the  property  of  and  in  possession  of 
Billups,  then  in  life,  were  taken  from  the  plantation  of  said  John 
>s,  in  Clarke  County,  Georgia,  on  or  about  the  5th  of  May,  1865,  by 
al  soldiers ;  that  said  mule  was  worth  at  least  $150,  and  the  said  [ 

lorses  were  worth  at  least  $160  each ;  that  said  corn  was  worth  I 

per  bushel,  and  said  fodder  and  hay  were  worth  $1.75  per  hun- 

Also  an  affidavit  of  James  Billups,  made  September  8, 1874, 
(wears  that  he  knows  a  considerable  quantity  of  corn  and  fodder 
taken  from  the  plantation  of  Col.  John  Billups,  lat.e  of  said 
y  and  State  (that  is,  Clarke  County,  Georgia)  by  Federal  soldiers, 
about  the  5th  of  May,  1865,  and  that  he  knows  of  his  own  knowi-  ^ 

that  corn  at  that  time,  and  immediately  afterwards,  was  sold  for 
per  bushel,  and  that  fodder  and  hay  were  worth  $1.75  to  $2  per  one 
red  pounds,  he  having  made  actual  sales  of  these  articles  about 
me  above  mentioned.  And  also  an  affidavit,  made  on  the  8th  day 
[>tember,  1874,  by  Nelson  Plumer,  Harry  White,  Jefferson  Stuart, 
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and,  in  their  opiuion,  worth  between  two  and  three  thousand  dollars, 
say  about  twenty- five  handred  dollars  at  least;  that  the  other  men- 
tioned  head  of  mules  and  horses,  in  their  opinion,  were  worth  an  average 
of  $160  each,  and  would  have  sold  for  that  much ;  that  they  did  not 
know  of  their  own  knowledge  the  amount  of  corn,  fodder,  and  hay  taken 
from  said  plantation  at  the  time  mentioned,  but  that  corn,  hay,  and  fod- 
der were  in  i^eat  demand  at  that  time,  and  immediately  afterwards, 
and  the  former  was  worth  $1.50  to  $1.60  per  bushel ;  and  the  latter 
worth  from  $1.75  to  $2  per  hundred. 

The  foregoing  letter  and  affidavits  embrace  all  the  evidence  found  by 
the  committee  in  the  case  relating  to  the  alleged  purchase  or  the  taking 
of  the  property  for  which  payment  is  claimed  in  this  case ;  and  it  is  in 
substance  fully  stated. 

Jt  appears,  however,  from  the  papers  in  the  case,  that  Lieut.  H.  A. 
Kelly  made  no  returns  of  any  horses  or  mules  or  any  other  property 
purchased  from  John  Billnps  for  the  use  of  the  Army,  nor  do  his  re* 
turns  show  any  property  whatever  taken  from  the  said  John  Billnps,  or 
that  any  voucher  for  property  taken  or  purchased  was  ever  issued  by 
him  to  the  said  John  Billnps.  On  the  contrary,  it  appears  that  the  re- 
turns of  said  Kelly  show  that  nine  horses  and  two  mules  were  par- 
chased  for  May,  1865,  and  reported  by  him  on  Abstract  D ;  and  ninety- 
three  horses  were  taken  up  on  Abstract  N  as  received  from  citizens  in 
the  field,  for  which  memorandum  receipts  were  given  ;  but  there  is  noth- 
ing to  show  that  any  of  them  were  taken  or  purchased  from  the  said 
Billnps. 

It  also  appears  that  a  careful  search  was  made  in  the  office  of  the 
Quartertnaster-General,  U.  S.  A.,  and  that  no  record  could  be  found  in 
that  office  of  the  presentation  of  the  vouchers ;  and  it  is  stated  that  if 
they  were  filed  in  that  dffice  for  examination  by  Senator  Joshua  Hill 
there  would  undoubtedly  have  been  an  entry  made  of  the  account. 

On  the  13th  of  February,  1873,  Hon.  D.  M.  Du  Bose,  member  of 
Congress,  addressed  a  letter  of  inquiry  to  the  War  Department,  and 
received  a  letterfrom  the  Adjutant  General  in  reply,  under  date  February 
22, 1873,  informing  him  that  the  records  of  his  office  showed  that  the 
papers  in  the  claim  were  never  received  there ;  that  they  were  referred 
by  the  then  commanding  officer  of  the  division,  through  General  Stone* 
man,  to  the  commanding  officer  Thirteenth  Tennessee  Cavalry  (volao- 
teers)  for  report,  August  21«f,  1865,  and  that  no  trace  could  be  found  of 
them  since. 

In  corroboration  of  this  letter,  there  appear  among  the  papers  ex- 
tracts from  records  of  the  headquarters  of  the  Department  of  Georgia, 
of  the  Military  Division  of  Tennessee,  and  of  the  Department  of  Ten- 
nessee, which  are  as  follows,  to  wit : 

[Extract  from  records,  beadqunrters  Department  Georfifia.] 

August  16,  1855.    Billups,  John,  citizen. 

Augusta,  Ga.,  August  8,  1865. 

Asks  for  pay  from  the  United  States  for  horses  tuken  from  him  by  General  Palmer's  com- 
mand. 

Forwarded  August  8,  1865.    Forwarded  approved. 

[Extract  from  records,  headquarters  Military  Division  Tennessee.] 

August  17.    Billups,  John,  citizen. 

Augusta,  Ga.,  August  8, 18®. 
B.  158.] 
BeauestB  that  pay  be  allowed  him  for  horses  taken  from  him  by  General  Palmer. 
Keferred  to  General  Stoneman  for  a  full  report  in  the  case. 
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[Extract  from  records,  headquarters  Department  Tennessee.] 

1,  1865.     Billups,  John,  citizen. 

Augusta,  Ga.,  August  8,  1865. 

pay  from  United  States  for  horses  taken  from  him  by  General  Palmer^s  com- 

ully  referred  to  commanding  officer  Thirteenth  Tennessee  Cavalry  for  full  report. 

War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  February  13,  1874. 

ranscripts. 

L.  H.  PELOUZE. 
Assistant  Adjutant- GeneraK 

regoiDg  is  believed  to  be  in  snbstance  all  the  evidence  in  this 
1  npoD  which  it  is  claimed  that  the  property  in  question  was 
id  for  the  use  of  the  United  States  Army.  But  the  majority  of 
nittee  are  of  the  opinion  after  carefully  considering  all  the  evi- 
resented,  that  it  does  not  satisfactorily  show  either  that  the 
'  was  purchased  or  taken  from  the  said  John  Billup,  in  his  life- 
'  the  use  of  the  United  States  forces.  It  is  true  that  the  claim- 
)  was  not  the  owner  of  the  property,  but  is  now  the  executor  of 
sr^s  will,  states  in  his  affidavit  hereinbefore  referred  to,  in  sub- 
:hat  in  the  month  of  May  or  June,  1865,  the  United  States  forces 
)mmand  of  General  Stoneman,  in  passing  bis  father's  plantation, 
ed  eighteen  or  twenty  head  of  valuable  horses  and  mules;  that 
er  making  the  purchase  stated  that  he  was  the  acting  quarter- 
)f  the  Thirteenth  Tennessee  Cavalry,  and  gave  vouchers  that  he 
e  regular  and  would  insure  payment;  that  said  vouchers  were 
deponent  while  in  the  possession  of  his  father,  and  he  believed 
re  signed  by  Lieut.  H.  A.  Kelley.  But  the  statement  as  to  the 
e  is  a  general  one,  and  it  does  not  appear  whether  it  was  made 
iant's  personal  knowledge,  or  upon  information  received  from 
And  from  the  fact  that  affiant  is  unable  to  state,  or,  if  able,  fails 
the  number  of  horses  and  the  number  of  mules  purchased,  or 
Qtity  of  corn,  fodder,  and  hay  purchased,  and  the  price  to  be 
what  kind  of  vouchers  were  issued  by  the  officers,  would  indi- 
ct he  was  not  present  when  the  alleged  purchase  was  made  if 
•  was  made,  or  if  present,  that  he  does  not  remember  the  material 
regard  to  the  purchase.  Affiant  does  not  state  that  he  saw 
s  issued  and  delivered  to  his  father,  but  says  he  saw  them  while 
ither's  possession ;  and  thinJcs  that  they  were  signed  by  Lieut, 
kelley.  But  he  does  not  pretend  to  give  the  contents  of  the 
H.  And  this  is  the  only  testimony  whatever  to  show  any  pur- 
and  this  is  not  satisfactory,  especially  when  we  consider  other 
ly  in  the  case. 

t  letter  of  Hon.  Joshua  Hill  to  the  Quartermaster-General  of  the 
States,  heretofore  referred  to,  he  states  that,  in  the  year  1867,  Col. 
Hups,  of  Athens,  Ga.,  sent  him  his  claim  and  vouchers  for  some  eigh  t- 
ineteen  mules  and  horses  taken  by  some  military  officer  of  the 
States  for  Army  uses ;  that  his  recollection  was  that  he  deposited 
jrs  in  the  Qaartermaster-Generars  Department  or  Bureau,  with  a 
receiving  payment,  and  that  he  was  disappointed  in  obtaining 
there  is  nothing  to  show  that  Senator  Hill  is  correct  in  his  recol- 
as  it  appears  from  the  papers  in  this  case  that  careful  search 
de  in  the  Quartermaster-General's  Office,  and  no  record  was 
f  the  presentation  of  such  vouchers ;  and  that  if  they  were  filed 
r  examination  by  Senator  Hill,  there  would  undoubtedly  have 
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been  an  entry  made  of  the  acooant.  This  letter  was  written  in  March, 
1873,  and  in  the  affidavit  of  said  Hill,  made  in  Angnst,  1874,  he  states 
that,  to  the  best  of  his  recollection  and  belief,  he  first  saw  a  lot  of  vouch- 
ers^ signed  by  an  assistant  quartermaster  of  the  United  States  Army, 
in  May  or  Jnne,  1865,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  some  eighteen  or 
twenty  mules  and  horses,  and  a  large  lot  of  corn,  fodder,  and  hay, 
from  said  John  Billups,  &c.,  soon  after  the  date  of  said  vouchers; 
that  he  attempted  to  aid  said  John  Billups  in  the  collection  of  his  claim, 
through  General  James  B.  Steedman,  then  commanding  United  States 
forces  in  Georgia,  but  did  not  succeed ;  that  in  the  year  1867,  he,  depo- 
nent, presented  to  General  £kin,  as  he  then  remembered.  Assistant 
Quartermaster-General  of  the  United  States,  the  said  vouchers  for  pay- 
ment, who,  for  some  reason,  declined  making  payment;  that  he  has  do 
recollection  of  having  ever  seen  said  vouchers  since  about  the  time  of 
the  presentation  last  above  mentioned,  and  cannot  state  with  certainty 
that  they  were  left  by  him  in  the  office  of  the  Quartermaster- General. 
Hon.  Joshua  Hill  does  not,  either  in  his  letter  or  affidavit,  pretend  to 
state  the  character  or  contents  of  the  vouchers  alleged  to  have  heen 
issued.  Nor  does  he  say  that  the  claim  was  for  property  purchased. 
On  the  contrary,  he  speaks  in  his  letter  of  the  claim  and  vouchers  being 
for  property  taken;  and,  in  his  affidavit,  of  a  lot  of  vouchers,  acknowl- 
edging receipt  from,  &c. ;  and  that  he  undertook  to  aid  said  John  Bill- 
ups in  the  collection  of  his  claim^  through  General  James  B.  Steedman, 
but  did  not  succeed.  All  of  which  does  not,  in  the  opinion  of  the  ma-  |, , 
jority  of  the  committee,  appear  to  be  consistent  with  the  idea  of  a  par- 
chase;  and  if  there  had  been  a  purchase,  and  regular  vouchers  issued, 
as  is  claimed  in  this  case,  then  General  James  B.  Steedman  was  not  the  Lj 
proper  person  to  apply  to  to  obtain  payment;  and  he  would  undoabt-  ^ 
edly  have  so  informed  Mr.  Hill  and  Mr.  Billups  when  they  went  to  him  . 
for  payment. 

Not  only  Hon.  Joshua  Hill  swears  that  he  attempted  to  aid  said  John 
Billups  to  collect  his  claim  through  General  James  B.  Steedman,  bat 
the  claimant,  Joel  A.  Billups,  states  in  his  affidavit  that  said  vouchers  { . 
were  taken  in  person  by  his  father  to  Augusta,  Ga.,  the  headqaar-  ]^ 
ters  of  General  James  B.  Steedman,  then  in  command  of  the  State  of 
Georgia,  for  his  approval ;  that  said  General  Steedman  did  approve  the  / 
same,  and  told  said  John  Billups  that  he  would  forward  the  same  i|^ 
to  the  Quartermaster-General's  Office,  at  Washington,  or  the  proper  y 
office,  for  payment;  and  that  subsequently  said  General  Steedman  in-  i 
formed  deponent  that  said  vouchers  had  been  regularly  approved  and  |L 
forwarded  to  the  proper  office,  and  would  be  paid.    And  said  claimant  j.^ 
further  states  that  said  vouchers  were  not  again  seen  or  heard  from  by 
him  or  his  deceased  father  until  in  1867,  when  Hon.  Joshua  Hill  foand 
them,  approved  as  already  stated,  in  Washington  City.     Whether  they 
were  already  on  file  or  said  Hill  had  them  filed,  he,  deponent,  was  not 
positive,  but  he  says  they  were  certainly  filed  before  or  during  the  year 
1867,  au<l  that  he,  deponent,  was  positive  they  were  seen  on  file  in  the 
Quartermaster-General's  Office  or  Department,  in  Washington,  D.  C^ 
in  the  year  1867,  by  Hon.  Joshua  Hill,  as  he  was  informed  by  said  | 
Hill;  and  that  since  then  nothing  had  been  heard  of  them  by  said  | 
claimant,  or  his  deceased  father,  &c.    Now,  it  is  very  certain  that  no   | 
such  vouchers  were  ever  found  in  the  Quartermaster-General's  Office^   ! 
nor  in  any  department,  at  Washington ;   nor  is  there  any  record  of   1 
the  presentation  of  any  such  vouchers  found  in  the  Quartermaster-   | 
General's  Office.     And   in  a  letter  written  by  Quartermaster  M.  !•    i 
Ludington,  U.  S.  A.,  on  the  22d  of  April,  1873,  to  Dr.  James  B.  Ham- 
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),  attorney  for  the  claimant  in  this  case  (an  ofiUcial  letter  from 
taartermaster-GeDeral's  Office,  a  copy  of  which  is  found  among 
apers),  it  is  stated  that  if  sach  papers  were  filed  in  that  office 
caminatioD,  by  Hod.  Joshua  Hill,  there  would  undoubtedly  have 
AD  entry  made  of  the  account.  Hon.  Joshua  Hill  does  not  say, 
'  in  the  letter  or  affidavit  hereinbefore  referred  to,  that  he  found 
onchers  on  file  in  the  Quartermaster-General's  office.  On  the  con- 
in  the  letter  he  says  his  recollection  is  that  he  deposited  the  papers 
t  QnartermasterGeneral's  Department,  with  a  view  of  receiving 
ent,  and  that  he  was  disappointed  in  obtaining  it;  and  never  saw 
iai>er8  afterwards.  And  in  his  affidavit  he  states  that  in  the  year 
he  presented  to  General  Ekin,  as  he  then  remembered^  the  said 
lers  for  payment,  who  for  some  reason  declined  making  payment. 
be  farther  says  that  he  could  not  state  with  certainty  that  they 
left  by  him  in  the  office  of  the  Quartermaster-General ;  that  they 
have  been  returned  to  deponent  and  lost.  The  recollection  of  ex- 
tor  Hill  as  to  papers  or  vouchers  in  1867,  from  his  affidavit,  appears 
uncertain.  And  when  we  remember  that  his  affidavit  was  made 
seven  years  after  the  time  when  he  thought  he  presented  the  pa|>ers 
^achere  for  payment,  at  the  Quartermaster-General's  Office,  it  is  not 
possible,  but,  from  other  evidence  in  the  case,  even  probable,  that 
id  not  present  any  vouchers  at  all  to  the  Quartermaster-General, 
)nly  saw  him  as  to  payment  of  the  claim ;  and  not  having  any 
hers  did  not  succeed.  The  claimant  swears  that  his  father  took  the 
hers  in  person  to  the  headquarters  of  General  Steedman,  at  Au- 
I,  Ga.,  for  his  approval ;  that  General  Steedman  did  approve 
ame,  and  told  said  John  Billups  that  he  would  forward  the  same 
ayment  to  the  Quartermaster-General's  Office,  at  Washington,  or 
le  proper  office.  And  said  Joshua  Hill  swears  that  he  attempted 
d  said  John  Billups  in  the  collection  of  his  claim,  through  General 
»s  B.  Steedman,  but  did  not  succeed,  and  this  he  says  was  soon  after 
late  of  the  vouchers,  in  May  or  June,  1865.  And  in  accordance  with 
it  appears  from  the  extract  from  records  of  the  headqarters  of  the 
irtment  of  Georgia,  a  copy  of  which  is  hereinbefore  given,  that  on 
^th  day  of  August,  1865,  John  Billups,  a  citizen,  asked  for  pay  for 
^  taken  from  him  by  General  Palmer's  command.  General 
iman  was  then  in  command  of  the  Department  of  Georgia. 
it  appears  Irom  the  extract  referred  to,  that  the  claim  was 
oved  by  him,  and  was  forwarded  approved.  But  it  was  for- 
led,  not  to  the  Quartermaster-General,  at  Washington,  but  to 
headquarters  of  the  Military  Division  of  Tennessee.  And  the 
'  of  the  extract  from  the  records  of  the  headquarters  of  that 
iion,  hereinbefore  given,  shows  that  the  claim  was  forwarded 
le  headquarters  of  that  division,  and  there  the  entry  is,  that  *<  John 
ips,  citizen,  requests  that  pay  be  allowed  him  for  horses  taken  from 
by  General  Palmer";  and  the  claim  does  not  appear  to  have  been 
"oved  at  these  headquarters,  but  was  referred  to  General  Stonemau 
i  full  report  in  the  case.  And  as  appears  from  the  extracTt  from  rec- 
.  of  the  headquarters  of  the  Department  of  the  Tennessee,  then,  as 
^lieved,  under  the  command  of  General  Stoneman,  a  copy  of  which 
act  is  also  hereinbefore  given,  the  claim  was  referred  to  the  com- 
iding  officer  of  the  Thirteenth  Tennessee  Cavalry  for  full  report ; 
then  all  trace  of  the  claim,  and  of  tbe  papers  and  vouchers  relating 
^  and  which  said  Joel  A.  Billups  states  were  forwarded  by  General 
idman,  seems  to  end ;  and  there  is  no  evidence  to  show  that  any 
>rt  in  the  case  was  ever  made  by  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Thir- 
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teenth  Tennessee  Cavalry,  or  that  any  papers  or  vouchers  were  ever 
forwarded  by  bitn,  or  returned  to  the  said  Billups  or  any  other  person. 
Hence  it  is  possible  that  said  Joshua  Hill  may  be  mistaken  as  to  hay- 
ing had  them  in  1857.  In  the  opinion  of  the  majority  of  the  committee 
these  entries  and  the  references  of  this  claim  do  not  indicate  any  pur- 
chase of  the  property  in  question  by  any  officer  of  the  United  States 
Army,  for  the  use  of  the  Army,  from  the  said  John  Biilaps.  On  the 
contrary,  it  clearly  appears  that  the  claim  was  for  horses  taken;  and  the 
references  were  undoubtedly  for  the  purpose  of  having  the  facts,  as  to 
the  taking^  ascertained  by  the  proper  officer ;  and  as  the  last  reference 
was  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Thirteenth  Tennessee  Cavalry,  It 
would  appear  that  the  property  was  taken  by  that  command.  The 
claimant  stated  in  his  affidavit  that  the  officer  making  the  purchases 
stated  that  he  was  the  actittg  quartenndster  of  that  regiment;  and  that 
being  true,  the  claim  for  the  taking  of  the  property  was  properly  referred 
to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Thirteenth  Tennessee  Cavalry  for  fall 
report. 

It  is  claimed  that  the  affidavit  of  Lieut.  H.  A.  Kelly  shows  that  the 
property  was  purchased  by  him,  but  Lieut.  H.  A.  Kelley  was  regimental 
quartermaster  of  the  Eighth  and  not  of  the  Thirteenth  Tennessee  Cav- 
alry ;  and  he  was  acting   quartermaster  of  the  third  brigade,  cavalrj 
division  of  East  Tennessee ;  and  if  he  had  purchased  the  property  and 
given  regular  vouchers  for  the  same  the  claim  would  not  have  been 
referred  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Thirteenth  Tennessee  Cavalry 
for  full  report.    The  majority  of  the  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that 
neither  the  affidavit  of  Lieutenant  Kelley  nor  any  other  evidence 
in  the  case  shows  that  he  purchased  the  property  in  question  from 
the  said  John  Billups,  deceased,  or  that  he  gave  any  vouchers  to 
the  said  John  Billups  for  the  same,  as  is  claimed.    His  affidavit  cer- 
tainly does  not  establish  the  fact ;  nor  do  his  returns  to  the  Quarter- 
master-General  of  the  United  States  Army  show  anything  of  the  kind. 
His  returns  only  show,  aa  it  appears,  nine  horses  and  ten  mules  pur- 
chased during  the  months  of  May  and  June,  1865;  and  he  gives  the 
names  of  the  purchasers  of  tho  e  horses  and  mules,  and  that  of  John 
Billups  is  not  among  them.    The  93  horses  accounted  for  on  Abstract 
N  were  not  purchased,  but  taken  and  received  from  citizens.    The  com-  | 
mittee  are  clearly  of  the  opinion  that  whatever  property  was  taken  | 
from  the  said  John  Billups,  or  purchased,  if  any  was  taken  or  por*  | 
chased,  by  an  officer  of  the  United  States  Army,  was  taken  or  pur- 
chased by  E.  L.  Wilson,  acting  quartermaster  of  the  Thirteenth  Ten- 
nessee Cavalry,  and  not  by  Lieut.  H.  A.  Kelley,  of  the  Eighth  Tennes- 
see Cavalry.    And  in  corroboration  of  this,  there  appears  among  tbe 
papers  in  the  case  a  request  from  Hon.  D.  M.  Du  Bose,  of  Georgia,  ad- 
dressed to  Hon.  Allen  Kutherford,  Third  Auditor,  under  date  March  7t 
1873,  requesting  the  accounts  of  Lieut.  E.  L.  Wilson,  acting  quartermaster 
Thirteenth  Tennessee  Cavalry,  with  reference  to  his  report  of  the  taking 
of  18  mules  from  John  Billups,  of  Clarke  County,  Georgia.    But  after  a 
careful  examination  of  all  the  evidence  in  the  case,  the  majority  of  tbe 
committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  there  is  not  sufficient  and  satisfactory 
evidence  to  show  what  officer,  if  any,  did  take  or  purchase  the  prop- 
erty.   Nor  is  there  any  evidence  whatever  to  show  that  the  property 
wiis  received  for  the  use  of  the  Army,  or  that  it  was  ever  accounted  iot 
to  the  United  IStates.    All  the  witnesses  who  testify  as  to  the  taking  of 
the  property,  except  the  claimant  himself,  swear  that  it  was  taken  by 
"  Federal  soldiers,''  or  by  "United  States  soldiers,''  or  that  it  was  seen 
in  the  possession  of  "  United  States  soldiers"  going  from  the  plantatioOf 
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and  that  it  was  never  retarDed.  All  of  which  may  be  true,  and  yet  the 
United  States  may  never  have  received  any  bene&t  from  it.  It  may 
never  have  been  taken  for  the  ase  and  benefit  of  the  United  States,  bat 
for  the  nse  and  benefit  of  those  who  took  the  property.  And  the  fact 
that  the  claim  was  referred  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Thirteenth 
Tennessee  Cavalry  for  full  report,  would  indicate  either  that  the  horses, 
or  horses  and  mules,  were  takep,  or  were  supposed  to  have  been  taken, 
by  that  command.  But  the  whole  transaction  is  left  in  doubt.  If  any 
Touchers  were  ever  issued,  which  would  entitle  the  claimant  to  compen- 
sation for  the  property  taken  or  purchased,  they  are  lost,  and  there  is  no 
evidence  whatever  to  show  the  character  or  contents  of  such  vouchers, 
what  officer  gave  such  vouchers,  and  the  terms  and  conditions  of  them. 
For  aught  that  appears,  in  determining  this  case,  they  might  as  well 
tiave  never  been  issued,  if  any  such  were  issued. 

It  is  claimed  that  even  if  the  property  in  this  case  was  taken,  it 
?as  taken  after  hostilities  had  ceased,  and  that  compensation  should  be 
paid  for  it  under  the  Constitution.  But  the  evidence  shows  that  the 
property  was  taken  on  or  about  the  5th  day  of  May,  1865,  and  before 
the  close  of  the  war;  and  admitting  it  was  taken  by  a  proper  officer, 
and  for  the  nse  of  the  Army,  there  is  nothing  to  show  the  loyalty  of  the 
owner  or  claimant;  that  he  is  entitled  to  demand  compensation  for  the 
property,  taken ;  and  the  committee  could  not,  in  the  absence  of  proof 
of  loyalty  recommend  payment  for  such  property.  But  the  majority  of 
fehe  committee  believe  the  evidence  to  be  insufficient  and  uncertain; 
that  it  does  not  really  show  who  took  the  property  nor  what  use  was 
[Dade  of  it ;  and  they  therefore  report  the  bill  back,  and  recommend  that 
it  do  not  pass. 

H.  Rep.  686 2 


45th  Conobbss,  \    HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES.     (  Report 
2d  8e»»um.       ]  \  No.  687. 


R.  W.  CLARBlE. 


April  21,  lS7d.— Laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


kfr.  Hexdbrson,  from  the  Gommittee  of  Glaims,  sabiuitted  the  fol- 
lowing 

REPORT: 

The  Committee  of  Claims^  to  whom  was  re/erred  the  petition  of  R,  IT. 
Clarke^  late  a  clerk  in  the  dead-letter  office  of  the  PostOffice  Department  ^ 
praying  that  the  sum  of  $110  deducted  from  his  pay  in  the  year  1866, 
while  O/cting  as  such  clerkj  may  be  allowed  him^  and  an  appropriation 
made  for  that  purpose^  have  liad  the  saine  under  consideration^  and  beg 
leave  to  report : 

That  said  petitioDer  claims  in  his  petition  tbat  be  was  employed  in 
the  dead-letter  office  of  the  PostOffice  Department,  from  1857  to  1869 ; 
that  daring  the  year  1866  he  was  detained  from  work  by  sickness  for  a 
Period  of  two  or  three  months ;  that  daring  the  time  he  was  detained 
from  work,  the  Postmaster-Oeneral  dedncted  from  his  pay  the  snm  of 
lUO;  that  he  believes  snch  dedaction  to  have  been  made  contrary  to 
Uw,  and  he  asks  Congress  to  make  an  appropriation  to  pay  him. 

Said  petitioner  has  really  presented  but  very  little  testimony  in  this 
case.  It  appears,  however,  that  he  was  a  clerk  in  the  Post-Office  De- 
partment dnring  the  year  1866,  and  that  he  was  sick,  as  stated  in  his 
petition,  and  that  dnring  the  time  of  his  sickness,  a  portion  of  his  pay 
^as  deducted  and  paid  to  Miss  Richter,  who  acted  as  a  substitute  for  a 
time,  during  his  prolonged  illness.  He  claims  that  $110  was  dedncted ; 
that  it  was  dedncted  without  his  consent  and  contrary  to  law.  And  he 
defers  to  an  opinion  of  the  Court  of  Claims  in  Sleigh's  Case  (vol.  9,  p.  369, 
Beports  of  the  Court  of  Claims),  wherein  it  is  decided,  ^^That  the  in- 
(Mimbent  of  an  office  is  prima  facie  entitled  to  the  lawful  compensation 
thereof;  and  that  no  stoppage  can  legally  be  made  of  that  compensa- 
tioo,  except  in  virtue  of  express  law  or  regulation  authorizing  it." 

It  appears  from  a  letter  from  the  disbursing  clerk  of  the  Post-Office 
Department,  ander  date  December  13, 1877,  directed  to  Mr.  Henderson, 
H  member  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  that  the  name  of  R.  W.  Clarke 
Appears  on  the  salary-rolls  of  his  office,  as  a  first-class  clerk  in  the  Post- 
CWIce  Department  during  the  en  tire  year,  from  Jan  nary  to  Decem  ber,  1866. 
-An  official  letter  from  the  Third  Assistant  Postmaster-General,  under 
^ate  March  20, 1878,  also  shows  his  employment  as  a  clerk  in  the  dead- 
letter  office  daring  the  year  1866 ;  but  from  that  letter  it  appears  that 
the  said  Clarke  receipted  the  rolls  for  the  full  amount  of  his  salary  during 
the  year,  and  that  there  is  nothing  to  show  that  any  portion  of  it  was 
deducted,  except  a  pencil  memorandum  opposite  his  name  on  the  pay- 
Toll  for  the  month  of  June,  1866,  as  follows :  ''  $30  paid  Miss  Richter.'' 
Bat  petitioner  says  $30  was  withheld  at  one  time,  and  $dO  each  at 
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two  other  times,  making  in  all  $110,  and  that  is  believed  to  be 
rect.  The  letter,  however,  from  the  Third  Assistant  Po8tmaster-( 
eral  says  it  has  been  ascertained  that  it  was  thecastom  of  the  departn 
at  that  time  to  employ  sabstitates  to  do  the  work  of  clerks  in  the  d( 
letter  office  daring  their  protracted  absence  on  account  of  sickness, 
to  pay  them  a  portion  of  the  delinquent  clerk's  salary,  but  that  i 
arrangements  were  always  amicable.  And  inasmuch  as  the  rolls  y 
receipted  for  the  full  amount  of  salary,  and  the  said  petitioner  hat 
quiesced  in  the  deductions  made  for  so  many  years,  it  might  wel 
presumed  that  the  deduction  was  made  with  his  assent.  There  i 
evidence  certainly  to  sho^that  he  objected  to  the  deductions  made 
The  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  said  petitioner  has,  espec 
after  so  many  years  acquiescence^  no  just  cause  to  complain  th 
substitute  was  employed  during  his  prolonged  illness,  and  receivi 
part  of  his  salary.  And  they  therefore  report  back  said  petition, 
ask  to  be  discharged  from  t}ie  farther  consideration  of  the  same. 


i5TH  Congress,  )    HOUSE  OF  EEPEESENTATIVES.     (  Report 
U  Session.       ]  \  No.  688. 


SIDNEY  P.  LUTHER. 


April  24,  ld7d. — Committed  to  the  Committee  of  tbe  Whole  House  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


Mr.  Henry,  from  tbe  Committee  of  Claims,  sabmitted  tbe  following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  K.  917.] 

The  Committee  of  Claims^  to  whom  were  referred  the  hill  H.  R,  917  and 
accompanying  papers^  have  duly  considered  the  same^  and  respectfully 
submit  the  following  report : 

It  api)ear8  tbat  on  the  6th  day  of  August,  1870,  the  said  Sidney  P. 
Lather  was  the  owner  of  a  pair  of  steers  which  he  had  purchased  iu 
Canada  and  imported  into  the  United  States ;  that  they  had  been  duly 
entered  at  the  port  of  Canaan  in  the  district  of  Vermont,  and  that  the 
legal  duties  thereon  had  been  duly  paid ;  that  afterward,  on  the 5th  day 
of  September,  1870,  the  said  steers  were  seized  by  an  inspector  of  cus- 
toms for  the  district  of  New  Hampshire,  upon  suspicion  that  they  were 
si&aggled  or  undervalued,  and  kept  by  him  until  the  14th  day  of  Octo- 
ber following,  when  they  were  appraised  under  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  at  the  sum  of  $85,  whereupon  the  said  Luther  paid  the  said  sum 
to  the  said  inspector,  and  the  said  steers  were  returned  to  him ;  that  the 
^id  sum  of  $85,  less  the  expenses  of  appraisement  and  sale,  was  after- 
ward duly  paid  into  the  Treasury ;  that  within  twenty  days  from  the 
^iznre  of  said  steers  Ihe  said  Luther  filed  with  the  collector  of  customs  at 
Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  a  bond  w  ith  suflBcient  sureties  to  pay  thecosts  of  prose- 
cution in  the  event  that  said  steers  should  finally  be  adjudged  forfeited, 
pursuant  to  tlif  provisions  of  section  3070  of  the  Revised  Statutes;  that 
dfter  investigation  into  the  facts  of  the  case  the  United  States  distnct 
attorney  for  the  district  of  New  Hampshire  became  satisfied  that  no 
^use  of  forfeiture  or  condemnation  of  said  steers  esisted,  and  declined 
to  institute  any  information  or  other  proceeding  for  that  purpose;  that 
the  said  Luther  applied  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  have  the 
%^paid  by  him  refunded,  and  that  the  department  refused  to  refund 
the  same,  although  in  view  of  the  tacts  disposed  to  do  so,  on  the  ground 
that  it  was  barred  from  aftbrding  the  desired  relief — first,  because  the 
Proceeds  of  the  seizure  had  been  distributed,  and,  secondly,  because  the 
Application  was  not  made  within  the  time  prescribed  by  either  section 
13  or  15  of  the  act  of  July  18,  1866,  or  by  section  3078  or  3080  of  the 
Revised  Statutes,  but  that  said  department  was  of  opinion  that  the  said 
Luther  ought  to  obtain  the  relief  desired,  and  commended  his  claim  to 
tbe  favorable  consideration  of  Congress;  and  that  tbe  said  Luther  did 
^ot  apply  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  within  the  tiiue  prescribed 
by  law,  first,  because  he  was  not  aware  of  such  requirement,  and,  sec- 
oudly,  because  he  exjiected  the  said  district  attorney  to  file  a  librl  or 
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iDformatioD  against  the  said  steers,  wbereby  the  said  Luther  woul 
aD  opportunity  of  securing  his  rights  by  an  adjudication  of  the  c 

Your  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  said  Luther  is  jm 
titled  to  relief,  and  therefore  report  the  bill,  with  a  recommendati( 
it  be  passed,  with  the  following  amendment: 

Strike  out  in  the  fifth,  sixth,  and  seventh  lines  the  words  ^^w 
terest  thereon  from  the  fourteenth  day  of  October,  eighteen  hi 
and  seventy." 


r 


45th  Congress,  \    HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES.      (  Rbpoet 
2d  Session.       )  I  No.  689. 


ISAIAH  PICKARD. 


April  24, 1878. — Committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


Mr.  Henry,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  submitted  the  following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompaoy  bill  H.  R.  916.] 

The  Committee  of  Claims^  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (R.  R,  916)  for  the 
relief  of  Isaiah  Pickard^  and  accompanying  papers,  have  duly  considered 
thesamej  and  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  : 

lo  October,  1869,  the  said  Isaiah  Pickard  was  the  owner  of  a  gray  colt, 
i^bicb  bad  been  imported  from  Canada  some  days  before,  and  duly  en- 
tered by  the  importer,  William  B,  Tibbetts,  at  the  port  of  Canaan,  in 
^ennont,  and  on  which  the  legal  duties  had  been  duly  paid.    After- 
ward, on  the  10th  day  of  December  following,  the  said  colt  was  seized 
^y  the  insi)ector  of  customs  for  the  district,  on  the  ground  of  an  alleged 
(Undervaluation,  and  on  the  27th  of  the  same  month  sold  at  auction  for 
"^he  sum  of  $100,  which  amount,  less  $10,  the  expenses  of  sale,  was  de- 
Posited  in  the  TreHsury.    The  said  Pickard,  a  few  days  before  the  sale 
^  said  colt,  duly  filed  his  claim,  accompanied  by  a  proper  bond,  for  the 
^id  colt,  according  to  the  provisions  of  section  3076  of  Revised  Statutes. 
The  United  States*  district  attorney  for  the  district  of  New  Hampshire, 
^fter  a  due  examinaiion  of  the  case,  and  a  report  upon  it  by  the  IJnited 
States  commissioner,  to  whom  it  was  referred,  became  satisfied  that 
^here  was  no  ground  for  the  forfeiture  or  condemnation  of  said  colt,  and 
^echned  to  file  any  information  or  other  proceedings  for  that  purpose. 
I^e  said  Pickard  tbereuiion  made  application  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
IVeasury  to  refund  to  him  the  proceeds  of  sale  of  said  colt,  biit  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  decliued  to  refund  the  same  without  authority 
^om  Congress,  for  the  reason  that  the  application  had  not  been  made  to 
t^im  within  the  three  months  limited  by  the  law,  and  that  the  proceeds 
^f  the  seizure  had  been  distributed.    At  the  same  time,  the  Sccrer:iry 
^mits  the  merits  of  the  claim,  and  recommends  it  to  the  favorable  con> 
^deration  of  Congress.    The  said  Pickard  did  not  present  his  claim  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  within  the  time  prescribed,  for  two  rea- 
^QS :  first,  because  he  was  not  aware  of  the  law  upon  the  subject ;  and 
^^condly,  because  he  was  expecting  the  United  States  district  attorney 
U)  file  a  libel  or  information  against  said  colt,  whereby  the  said  Pickard 
^oQld  have  an  opportunity  to  maintain  his  right  and  recover  the  pro- 
^^«ed8  of  said  sale  through  judgment  of  the  court. 

From  the  facts  above  stated,  your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  in- 
itistice  has  been  done  to  the  said  Pickard,  and  that  limitations  ought  not 
^  bar  him  from  relief. 
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Tbey  therefore  report  the  said  bill  to  the  House,  with  a  reoommenda- 
tion  that  it  be  passed  with  the  following  ameadment : 

AMENDMENT  PROPOSED. 

Strike  oat  in  the  6th  and  7th  lines  the  words  ^'  with  interest  thereon 
from  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  December,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty- 
nine." 


45th  Congress,  >    HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES.      (  Report 
2d  Session.       )  )  No.  690. 


AMOS  IRELAND. 


April  24, 1878. — Committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  Hoose  and  ordered  to  b  e 

printed. 


Mr.  Henrt,  from  the  Goinmittee  of  Claims,  submitted  the  following 

REPORT: 

[To  acoompany  bill  S.  99.] 

The  Committee  of  ClaimSj  to  whom  was  referred^  with  accompanying  papers^ 
the  bill  {8.  99)  for  tits  relief  of  the  estate  of  Amos  Ireland^  deceased^  have 
had  the  same  under  consideration^  and  beg  leave  to  report : 

This  is  a  claim  for  payment  of  salary  to  said  estate  for  the  services  of 
laid  Amos  Ireland  as  keeper  of  a  light-ship  at  Brandt  Island  Shoals, 
N.  C,  from  January  1, 1861,  to  May  31, 1861.  The  evidence  in  the  case 
shows  that  said  Amos  Ireland  was  loyal  to  the  United  States  through- 
>at  the  late  war;  that  he  was  employed  under  contract  to  keep  said 
ightship  at  a  salary  of  $500  per  annum ;  that  he  was  paid  up  to  Decem- 
ber 31, 1860,  and  that  he  served  up  to  June  30, 1861.  A  communication 
Tom  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  transmits  a  statement  from  the  Light- 
Bouse  Board  which  corroborates  all  these  facts,  except  as  to  the  actual 
iervice  in  1861,  and  does  not  contradict  that.  Nor  does  it  appear  pos- 
tively  when  light-house  service  was  discontinued  at  said  station,  no 
lirect  order  appearing  to  have  ever  been  issued  concerning  it  from  the 
Ught-House  office. 

The  claim  is  no  doubt  just.  The  Senate  Committee  took  the  view 
<hat  as  mail  service  in  North  Carolina  was  discontinued  May  31,  1861, 
Hi  the  ground  that  the  authority  of  the  United  States  was  entirely  sus- 
pended there  from  and  after  that  date,  this  was  a  fair  limit  by  which  to 
^kon  the  time  of  service  for  which  claimant  asks  pay  in  this  bill.  This 
leems  to  be  a  reasonable  view.  This  gives  pay  from  January  1  to  May 
&,  1861,  at  the  rate  of  $500  per  annum. 

Your  committee  therefore  report  the  bill  to  the  House,  and  recom- 
mend that  it  be  passed. 


s 


i 


\ 


45th  Congress,  (    HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES.     (  Rbpobt 
U  Session.       f  \  No.  691. 


JACOB  J.  FLEISHELL. 


April  24, 1878. — Committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


Ur.  Henry,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  submitted  the  following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  4562.] 

Tke  Committee  of  Claims^  to  whom  was  referred  the  claim  of  Jacob  J. 
Fleishell^  have  had  the  same  under  consideratiouj  and  respectfully  sub- 
mit the  following  report: 

Abont  the  first  of  September,  1858,  the  said  Fleishell,  a  marble- worker 
)j  trade,  was  engaged  in  patting  up  the  marble  stairs  in  the  south  wing 
^f  the  Capitol,  and  by  the  breaking  of  a  plank  in  the  scafifolding  which 
lad  been  erected  by  the  carpenters  in  the  employment  of  the  Govern- 
Dent,  he  fell  a  distance  of  some  sixteen  feet  upon  the  bricks  and  rub- 
Nsh  below.  By  this  fall  his  left  elbow  was  dislocated,  his  left  wrist 
iroken,  his  right  knee-pan  badly  fractured,  and  his  head  and  right  arm 
(erionsly  injured.  In  consequence  of  these  and  other  injuries  caused 
>y  this  accident,  to  which  no  negligence  on  his  part  contributed,  he  was 
lot  only  subjected  to  long-continued  suffering,  but  also  to  the  expense 
»f  medical  attendance  and  to  great  loss  on  account  of  disabilities  which 
lave  ever  since  disqualified  him  for  the  prosecution  of  his  trade.  He  is 
"^presented  to  be  a  worthy  and  estimable  man  and  in  needy  circum- 
itances. 

From  the  fact  that  his  injuries  and  loss  were  the  result  of  an  accident 
^osed  by  the  negligence  of  persons  in  the  civil  employment  of  the  gov- 
^nment,  your  committee  regard  the  claim  as  meritorious  and  equitable, 
ind  they  deem  it  but  just  and  right  that  it  should  receive  a  favorable 
i^Dsideration.  They  therefore  report  the  accompanying  bill  for  the  relief 
^f  the  said  Fleishell  and  recommend  that  it  be  passed. 


45th  Congress,  >    HOUSE  OP  EEPBESENTATIYES.     C  Report 
2d  SesHon.       f  \  "So.  692. 


EDWIN  Db  LEON. 


April  24, 1878.~Cominitted  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


Hr.  J.  J.  Davis,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  submitted  the  following 

REPORT: 

[To  acoompany  bill  H.  R.  1656.] 

The  Cwnmittee  o^  daimSy  to  uihom  fjcas  referred  ihe  hill  {E.  B.  1655)  for 
the  relief  of  Edwin  De  Leon^  have  had  the  same  under  consideration^  and 
report: 

The  bill  proposes  to  pay  to  Edwin  De  Leon,  late  consul-general  of  the 
United  States  in  Egypt,  the  sum  of  $473.11,  balance  due  him  on  adjust- 
tnent  of  his  official  account  by  the  First  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury. 

The  claimant  was  appointed  consul-general  for  Egypt  and  its  depend- 
encies in  March,  1853,  and  continued  to  act  as  such  till  February  28, 
i86L  It  appears  from  the  report  of  the  First  Comptroller  of  the  Treas- 
ury that  ^^  the  final  balance  due  to  him  to  that  date  was  $479.11,"  and 
this  balance  has  never  been  paid,  but  was  ^^  covered  into  the  surplus 
hnd.^  This  balance,  as  appears  by  a  statement  of  the  First  Comptroller, 
stands  to  Mr.  De  Leon's  credit  now,  and  ^^  payment  cannot  be  made  with- 
i>Qt  special  legislation  for  tiie  reason  given."  The  balance  due  is  $479.11, 
instead  of  $473.11,  as  stated  in  the  bill. 

We  think  this  amount  ought  to  be  paid,  and  report  back  the  bill  so 
amended,  and  recommend  that  it  do  pass. 


Hth  Congress,  (    HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES.     (  Repoet 
2d8es9um.       j  \  No.  693. 


CUMBERLAND  YALLEY  RAILROAD  COMPANY. 


A.PRIL24, 187{^.— Committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  Honse  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


Mr  Joseph  J.  Davis,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  Bubmitted  tbe  fol- 
lowing 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  2220.] 

The  Committee  of  Claims^  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  provide  for  the 
adjustment  and  settlement  of  certain  internal-revenue  taxes  erroneously 
messed  and  collected  from  the  Cumberland  Valley  Railroad  Company^ 
hue  had  the  same  under  consideration^  and  submit  the  following  report : 

Section  103  of  the  internal-revenae  act  of  Jane  30, 1864,  imposes  a* 
^ax  of  two  and  one-half  per  centum  on  the  gross  receipts  of  all  raihx)ads,. 
"aoals,  &c.,  transporting  passengers  or  property  for  hire,  or  the  mails- 
X  the  United  States. 

The  act  of  July  13, 1866,  limits  the  tax  to  receipts  from  passengers- 
Ltd  mails  after  August  1, 1866,  relieving  the  railroads,  &c.,  from  the  tax 
n  receipts  derived  from  the  transportation  of  property  after  that  date. 
1)6  act  of  July  14, 1870,  repeals  the  tax  on  the  receipts  of  railroads,. 
DC,  after  October  1, 1870. 

It  is  alleged  that  the  Cumberland  Valley  Railroad  Company  was  com- 
pelled to  pay,  and  did  pay,  taxes  upou  the  gross  receipts  of  the  road,, 
aclading  receipts  from  the  transportation  of  property,  from  July  13, 
866,  when  the  tax  on  receipts  from  the  transportation  of  property  was 
epealed,  to  October  1, 1870,  when  the  act  repealing  the  tax  on  all  re- 
eipts  went  into  effect. 

It  appears  by  receipts  held  by  the  company,  and  also  by  a  statement 
rem  the  Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue,  that  tbe  company,  not- 
rithstanding  the  repeal  of  the  tax  from  receipts  derived  from  tbe  trans- 
K)rtation  of  property  by  the  act  of  July  13, 1866,  continued  to  pay  said  ( 
ax  till  October  1, 1870,  when  the  act  repealing  all  tax  on  gross  receipts> 
rent  into  effect. 

Tbe  treasurer  of  the  company  states  that  the  collector  called  on  hinf 
or  taxes  after  August  1, 1866,  writh  the  blank  forms,  just  such  as  had 
^D  formerly  used  (and  this  was  verified  by  an  exhibit  with  the  receipts, 
bowing  that  the  tax  was  paid  on  receipts  from  ^'  property,^  as  well  as 
rom  passengers  and  mails),  and  that,  not  being  himself  aware  of  the 
liange,  he  continued  to  pay  the  tax,  and  that  he  was  not  aware  of  the 
irror  till  long  after  the  time  for  correcting  such  errors  limited  by  law 
lad  expired.  The  blanks  upon  which  the  taxes  were  made  out  were 
rell  calculated  to  mislead.  It  is  made  clearly  to  appear  that  taxes  were 
rroneously  paid,  and  this  bill  proposes  to  authorize  and  require  the 
"reaanry  Department  to  examine  and  adjust  the  claim  of  the  company 


i 
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for  taxes  erroneonsly  paid,  and  to  refund  to  said  company  the  amoant 
of  taxes  collected  without  authority  of  law,  and  appropriates  a  sam  for 
that  purpose  not  to  exceed  $36,000. 

There  are  numerous  precedents  authorizing  the  refunding  of  taxes 
paid  erroneously  or  l^  mistake,  and  we  think  the  bill  ought  to  pass,  and 
report  it  back  with  the  recommendation  that  it  do  pass,  with  the  amend- 
ment thereto. 

O 


15th  Congress,  \    HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES.     (  Report 
2d  Session.       )  )  No.  694. 


WILLIAM  H.  RHETI. 


April  24, 1878. — Committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  Honse  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


Mr.  J.  J.  Davis,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  2436.] 

Ike  Committee  of  Claims^  to  whom  was  re/erred  the  bill  (H.  R.  2436) /or 
the  relief  of  William  H.  Bhett,  Juive  Md  the  same  vnder  consideration^ 
and  submit  the  following  report : 

At  the  election  held  on  the  first  Taesday  after  the  first  Monday  in 
November,  1874,  for  members  of  the  house  of  representatives  for  the 
Territory  of  Idaho,  the  claimant,  William  H.  Rhett,  and  George  M. 
Shearer  were  candidates  for  representative  from  the  county  of  Idaho. 
The  board  of  canvassers  declared  GiBorge  M.  Shearer  elected  and  awarded 
to  him  the  certificate  upon  which  he  was  admitted  to  a  seat  in  the  legis- 
latore  of  said  Territory.  The  seat  of  said  Shearer  was  duly  contested 
by  said  Rhett. 

The  legislature  of  Idaho  convened  on  the  7th  day  of  December,  1874, 
aod  on  the  tenth  day  of  its  session  (December  16, 1874)  the  contest  for  the 
^aid  seat  was  decided  against  the  sitting  member  and  in  favor  of  Will- 
iam H.  Rhett,  the  contestant.  Thereupon  the  said  Rhett  was,  on  the 
said  16th  day  of  December,  1874,  duly  admitted  and  sworn  in  as  a 
member  of  the  house  of  representatives  from  the  county  of  Idaho. 

The  house  of  representatives,  by  a  resolution  passed  on  the  16th  day 
Df  December,  1874,  declared  that  Mr.  Shearer  was  entitled  to  the  mile- 
age and  per  diem^  as  allowed  by  law,  and  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Ireasury  be  requested  to  pay  the  same  for  the  full  time  he  had  served 
u  a  member  of  that  body. 

The  mileage  and  |i6r  diem  for  the  period  during  which  Mr.  Shearer 
held  the  seat  was  paid  to  him,  and  the  claimant,  Mr.  Rhett,  did  not  re- 
ceive mileage  and  per  diem  for  that  period. 

According  to  well-established  usage  of  legislative  bodies,  Mr.  Rhett, 
the  contestant,  having  been  declared  entitled  to  the  seat,  was  entitled 
to  the  mileage  and  per  diem  for  the  period  during  which  Mr.  Shearer 
ixscapied  his  seat.  This  mileage  and  per  diem  amounted  to  $280.  We 
think  Mr.  Rhett  entitled  to  it,  and  report  back  the  bill  with  a  recDm- 
meDdation  that  it  do  pass. 


\ 


45th  Congbess,  )    HOUSE  OF  llErEESEXTATIVES.     4  Report 
2d  Session.       J  \  No.  695. 


JENNIE  K.  MOORE. 


April  24, 1876. — Committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


Mr.  Joseph  J.  Davis,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  4563.] 

The  C(rmmittee  of  Claims^  to  whom  teas  re/erred  the  memorial  of  Jennie  K. 
Moore,  widoic  of  Thomas  L,  Moore,  have  had  the  same  under  considera- 
tionj  and  submit  the  following  report : 

The  memorialist  sets  forth  the  facts  that  her  hnsbaod,  Thomas  L. 
Moore,  was  clerk  of  the  United  States  district  court  for  the  western  dis- 
trict of  Virginia,  and  that  for  the  year  1858  he  had  earned,  as  such  clerk, 
the  sum  of  $628,95  for  services  rendered.  That  her  husband  came  to  his 
death  by  suicide,  having  become  mentally  deranged.  His  estate  was 
committed  to  the  sheriff  of  Harrison  County,  David  W.  Robinson,  for 
settlement,  under  the  laws  of  West  Virginia.  That  the  said  Robinson 
i)ever  knew  of  the  existence  of  the  claim  for  fees  and  services  rendered 
Id  1858,  till  1875,  and  it  was  not  till  that  year  that  it  was  known,  the 
statements  having  been  found  in  that  year  by  A.  C.  Moore,  a  brother  of 
the  deceased,  in  a  box  in  an  unusual  place  for  such  papers.  That  the 
said  fees  have  never  been  paid,  and  the  said  sheriff  having  completed 
h\$  office,  she  asks  that  an  appropriation  be  made  to  pay  the  same  to 
Iter.  She  sets  forth  the  condition  of  her  husband's  mind,  and  the  gen- 
eral confusion  and  suspension  of  business  In  that  country,  to  explain  the 
delay  and  account  for  the  fact  of  non- presentation  of  the  claim. 

The  memorial  is  accompanied  by  the  affidavits  of  Jasper  Y.  Moore 
and  Alexander  C.  Moore,  setting  forth  the  facts  that  the  services  were 
rendered,  and  the  manner  in  which  the  accounts  for  fees,  mileage,  and 
per  diem  were  found  in  a  box  in  September,  1875,  and  also  the  affidavit 
ofD.  W.  Robinson,  setting  forth  that  he  was  sheriff  from  the  year  1864 
to  1867,  and  that  in  the  former  year  the  estate  of  the  said  Thomas  L. 
Moore  was  committed  to  him  for  administration  ;  that  as  such  adminis- 
trator he  made  diligent  search  through  the  papers  of  the  deceased  for 
bis  effects,  but  did  not  find  the  accounts  for  fees,  mileage,  and  per  diem 
dne  to  him  as  clerk,  and  that  be  did  not  know  that  they  were  in  exist- 
ence until  informed  in  1875  th^t  they  had  been  found.  He  further  sets 
forth  that  be  has  no  interest  in  the  claim.  Thomas  L.  Moore  died  in 
1864.  The  account,  as  made  out  by  the  said  Thomas  L.  Moore,  in 
1858,  and  certified,  is  filed  with  the  memorial.  The  account  embraces 
a  large  number  of  items,  all  of  them  verified  by  affidavits,  some  by 
Thomas  L.  Moore  himself,  as  clerk,  and  others  by  his  deputies,  and  all 
of  them  certified  as  ^^  examined  and  ullowed"  by  John  W.  Brocken- 
b.x)agh. 
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Mr.  Brockenbrough  was  the  judge.  These  accounts  or  bills  amount 
in  the  aggregate  to  $628.95.  They  were  never  paid,  and  Mr.  Tayler,  of 
the  First  Comptroller's  Office  of  the  Treasury,  under  date  of  February 
12, 1877,  says:  ^^  Owing  to  the  lapse  of  time,  and  to  the  want  of  an  ap- 
propriation, said  accounts  cannot  be  allowed  and  paid  without  special 
authority  from  Congress.'^ 

It  appears  that  the  administrator  has  discharged  the  duties  of  his 
office  and  that  there  is  no  claim  to  these  accounts  on  his  part  for  the 
purpose  of  settling  the  estate,  and  as  thd  amount  has  not  been  paid,  we 
think  it  just  that  the  prayer  of  the  memorialist,  the  widow  of  said 
Thomas  L.  Moore,  should  be  granted. 

We  therefore  report  the  accompanying  bill,  and  recommend  that  it  do 
pass. 


45th  Congkbss,  (  HOUSE  OP  BEPBESENTATIVES.       (  Report 
U  Sesrion.       ]  \  No.  696. 


A.  F.  WHITMAN,  ADMINISTRATOR,  ETC. 


April  24, 1878. — Committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  Hoase  and  ordered  to  be 

*  printed. 


Mr.  JosBPH  J.  Davis,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  submitted  the 

following 

REPORT: 

[To  aocompany  bill  H.  R.  45C4.] 

The  Committee  of  Claims^  to  ichom  was  referred  the  petition  of  A.  F. 
Whitman^  administrator  of  the  estate  of  Samuel  K%mhro}and  JE.  S. 
KinUn'o^  have  had  the  same  under  consideration^  and  [submit  the  folio  v- 
ing  report : 


\< 


The  Oovernment  of  the  Uuited  States  was  indebted  to* the  estate  of 
Samuel  Kimbro,  and  on  the  9th  day  of  March,  1867,  thetTreasurer  of 
I  the  Uoited  States  issaed  a  draft  to  Mrs.  E.  S.  Kimbro,  his  widow,  of 
which  the  following  is  a  copy : 

•  Draft  No.  9,243,  on  war  warrant  No.  915. 

H414.]  Treasury  of  thb  United  States, 

Washington^  March  9,  1^67. 

Paj  to  the  order  of  £.  S.  Kimbro  three  thonsand  fonr  hundred  and  fourteen  dollars. 
^0.9,243.    Registered  March  9,  1867.    Issued  on  requisition  No.  — .    $3,414. 
(Signed)  8.  B.  COLBY, 

RegUter  of  the  Treasury, 
F.  E.  SPINNER. 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States. 
To  the  First  National  Bank  of  Washington,  D.  C. 

The  First  National  Bank  was  then  a  national  depository.  In  April, 
1367,  some  unauthorized  person  having  gotten  possession  of  this  draft, 
presented  it  to  the  said  bank  with  a  forged  indorsement  of  the  payee, 
^nd  it  was  paid  by  the  bank  to  the  i)erson  so  presenting  it.  Mrs.  Kimbro 
^asnot  aware  of  the  payment  of  said  draft,  or  of  its  issue,  until  some 
time  thereafter.  When  made  aware  of  the  fact  she  took  immediate 
^ps  to  recover  the  amount,  and  applied  to  the  United  States  Treasurer, 
^r.  Spinner,  for  that  purpose.  She  was  advised  that  the  bank,  having 
paid  it  to  an  unauthorized  person,  was  liable  to  her  for  the  amount; 
snd  acting  under  this  advice  she  employed  counsel  and  instituted  suit 
agaioKt  the  bank  in  the  circuit  court  for  the  District  of  Columbia.  This 
court  gave  judgment  in  her  favor.  The  bank  appealed  from  this  judg- 
ment to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  and  the  Supreme 
Court,  at  the  October  term,  1876,  reversed  the  decision  of  the  court  be- 
low. The  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  is  filed  with  the  petition. 
The  court  says  "  that  the  funds  of  the  government  deposited  by  the 
Treasurer  in  a  national  bank  are  treated  by  the  government,  for  the 
purpose  of  keeping  accounts,  as  in  the  Treasurer's  own  charge  and 
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custody  ]  that  they  are  charged  to  him,  and  he  is  chargeable  precisely 
as  if  the  funds  had  been  in  his  own  office,  and  that  he  bad  power  to 
-make  the  draft  in  question." 

After  detailing  the  facts,  showing  that  in  April,  1867,  the  bank  made 
its  weekly  statement  to  Mr.  Spinner  of  deposits  received  and  payments 
made,  returning  the  draft  of  Mrs.  Kimbro,  as  made  on  the  22d  of  April, 
and  that  in  the  statement  of  the  account  the  draft  was  entered  to  the 
credit  of  the  bank,  it  adds  : 

It  comes  to  this,  then,  that  upon  a  settlement  of  aocoanta  between  tbem,  a  credit 
was  by  mistake  allowed  to  tbe  bank  to  wbioh  it  was  not  entitled.  The  law  is  that 
neither  party  is  to  be  benefited  or  injured  by  tbe  mistake.  The  bank  must  refund  the 
amount  by  handing  over  the  sum  or  by  crediting  the  same  to  Mr.  Spinner  in  bis  next 
account.  *  •  •  The  real  indorsement  of  the  payee  was  as  necessary  to  a  valid  pay-  | 
ment  as  the  real  signature  of  the  drawer,  and  in  law  the  check  remains  unpaid.    Its  \ 

pretended  payment  did  not  diminish  the  funds  of  the  drawer  in  the  bank  or  put  money  i 

in  the  pocket  of  the  person  entitled  to  the  payment.    The  state  of  the  account  was  ] 

the  same  after  the  pretended  payment  as  it  was  before.  | 

Mrs.  Kimbro  having  died,  A.  F.  Whitman  became  her  administrator 
and  also  administrator  de  bonis  non  of  Samuel  Kimbro.  The  Supreme 
Court  having  decided  that  ''in  law  the  check  remained  unpaid^"  the  I 
administrator  applied  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States  for  payment  of  the  amount.  This  application  was  referred  to 
the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  who  in  an  opinion  dated  June  11th,  1877, 
after  reciting  the  facts  and  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court,  says, 
'^  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  claim,  as  in  favor  of  the  administrator 
of  Mrs.  Kimbro,  is  just  and  correct,  and  tbe  United  States  is  bound  to 
pay  it  to  the  legal  representative  of  Mrs.  Kimbro,  who  is  alleged  to  be 
dead ;  and  that  the  government  has  also  the  right  to  retain  the  amount 
of  this  draft  out  of  the  assets,  if  any,  of  the  bank,  which  is  now  in  process 
of  liquidation."  This  was  the  opinion  of  G.  F.  Talbot,  then  Solicitor  of 
the  Treasury.  His  successor,  Mr.  Hayner,  in  an  opinion  dated  August 
0,  1877,  reaffirms  the  opinion  of  his  predecessor.  Tbe  bank  having  gone 
into  liquidation,  and  Henry  D.  Cooke,  jr.,  having  become  the  purchaser 
of  its  assets,  a  controversy  arose  between  him  and  the  Treasurer  in 
regard  to  refunding  the  amount  of  this  draft,  which  seems  not  yet  to 
have  been  determined.  The  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  in  a  letter  ad- 
dressed to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  December  5,  1877,  recognizing 
the  liability  of  the  government  to  pay  the  amount  to  the  administrator, 
concludes  as  follows : 

There  are  only  two  ways  open  to  tbo  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  find  a  fund  to  jiay 
this  claim.  The  first  is  (if  not  too  late)  to  demand  repayment  of  Mr.  Cooke,  and  if  re- 
iused  by  him,  to  invoke  the  court  in  bankruptcy  to  compel  its  repayment ;  and,  sec- 
ondly, to  ask  an  appropriation  from  Congress  to  pay  the  claim. 

Whatever  may  be  the  rights  of  the  government  as  against  Cooke,  it  is 
clear  that,  under  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  made  in  this  case, 
the  government  is  liable  to  the  administrator  for  tbe  amount. 

We  therefore  report  the  accompanying  bill,  and  recommend  that  it  do 
pass. 


46th  Congress,  I    HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES.    /  Report 
2d  Session.       f  \  ^o.  G97. 


GEORGE  M.  WELLS. 


April  24, 1878.— Committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  Hoase  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


Mr.  J.  J.  Davis,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  submitted  the  following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  B.  4565.] 

The  Committee  of  Claims^  to  whom  teas  re/erred  the  letter  of  Hon,  E.  W. 
Thompson^  Secretary  of  the  Navy^  relative  to  the  pay  of  Lieut.  Oeorge 
M.  WelUy  have  had  the  same  under  consideration^  and  submit  the  follow- 
ing report : 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  under  date  of  April  3d,  writes  to  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  as  follows : 

I  have  the  honor  to  recommend  that  the  sum  of  $645  be  appropriated  to  pay  First 
Lieut.  Greorge  M.  Wells,  of  the  United  States  Marine  Corps,  being  the  difference 
between  furlongh  and  retired  pay  found  to  be  due  him  in  the  adjustment  of  his  ac- 
counts at  the  Treasury. 

It  further  appears  that  Lieutenant  Wells — 

Through  a  clerical  inadvertence  was  retired  on  furlough  pay,  as  is  provided  in  case 
of  Naval  officers,  while  the  retirement  of  officers  of  the  Manne  Corps  was  governed  by 
sections  1622  and  1623  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  the  former  requiring  that  such  officers 
be  retired  in  like  case  and  in  the  same  manner  and  with  the  same  relative  condition  in 
all  respects  as  officers  of  the  Army  are  retired. 

He  was  retired  from  active  service  in  conformity  with  the  finding  of 
a  legally  constituted  board,  approved  by  the  President  on  the  Idth  of 
August,  1874. 

It  clearly  appears  from  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  that 
he  is  entitled  to  the  difference,  and  we  report  the  accompanying  bill,  and 
recommend  that  it  do  pass. 


45th  Congbess,  )    HOUSE  OF  BEPEE8ENTATIVES.     /  Report 
U  Session.       )  ( No.  698. 


LIGHT-HOUSE  AT  STAGE  HAEBOR,  CHATHAM,  MASS. 


April  24,  1878. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


Mr.  Oyerton,  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing 

EEPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  4566.] 

The  Committee  on  Commerce^  to  whom  teas  referred  the  hill  {H.  R.  3298) 
for  the  establishment  of  a  light-house  at  Stage  Harbor^  ChatMrn^  Mass,^ 
having  carefully  considered  the  subject^  respectfully  report : 

That  they  fally  concar  in  the  opinion  expressed  as  to  the  necessity 
for  said  light-hoase  in  the  following  letters  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasary  and  the  naval  secretary  of  the  Light-House  Board,  viz : 

Treasury  Department,  March  27 f  1878. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  ackoowledfi^e  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  dated  the  26th 
Qltimo,  inclosing  for  the  views  of  this  department  House  bill  No.  3298,  for  |tbe  estab- 
lishment of  a  light-honse  on  Common  Flats,  Stage  Harbor,  Chatham,  Mass.,  and  appro- 
pnating  $8,000  for  the  pnrpose. 

In  reply,  I  have  respectfully  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  23d  in- 
stant, from  Capt.  J.  G.Walker,  U.  S.  N.,  naval  secretary  of  the  Light-Honse  Board,  in 
which  it  is  stated  that  the  matter  has  been  carefully  considered  by  the  board,  and  the 
coDclasion  reached  that  a  light  should  be  est-ablished  on  the  Stage  Harbor  Beach 
father  than  on  the  flats,  as  the  erection  of  a  light-house  on  the  latter  sufficiently  strong 
to  withstand  the  pressure  of  the  large  fields  of  ice,  which  are  often  carried  past,  would 
cost  at  least  $60,000,  while  a  small  light- house  on  the  neighboring  beach,  forming  a 
nDge  with  one  of  the  Chatham  lights,  would  cost  not  more  than  $10,000,  be  out  of 
tb^  reach  of  the  mnning  ice,  and  prove  a  sufficient  aid  to  navigation. 
The  bill  transmitted  by  yon  is  herewith  returned. 
Very  respectfully, 

JOHN  SHERMAN, 

Secretary, 
Hon.  Edward  Overton,  Jr., 

Chairman  Subcommittee  Committee  on  Commerce^  House  of  Representatives, 


Treasury  Department,  Office  of  the  Light-House  Board, 

Washington,  March  23,  1878. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  letter  (E.  W.  C.)  of  Feb* 
fovT  28,  transmitting  for  the  views  of  the  Light-Honae  Board,  H.  R.  3298,  for  the 
^bliabment  of  a  light-honse  on  Common  Flats,  Stage  Harbor,  Chathami^  Mass.,  re- 
ferred to  the  department  for  suggestion  by  the  Committee  on  Commerce  of  the  House 
0^  Repreeentativee. 

In  reply,  I  beg  leave  to  say  that  the  matter  has  been  carefully  considered  by  the 
I<igbt-Hon8e  Board,  and  that  the  conclnsion  has  been  reached  that  a  light  should  be 
eiUblished  on  the  Stage  Harbor  Beach  rather  than  on  the  flats,  as  the  erection  of  a 
light-honse  on  the  latter  sufficiently  strong  to  withstand  the  pressure  of  the  large 
^Ids  of  ice  which  are  often  carried  past,  would  cost  at  least  $60,000,  while  a  small 
light-honse  on  the  neighboring  beach,  forming  a  range  with  one  of  the  Chatham  \\f^\i\A) 


45th  Conoress,  )    HOUSE  OF  BEPEE8ENTATIVES.     /  Report 
2d  Session.       )  ( No.  698. 


LIGHTHOUSE  AT  STAGE  HAEBOR,  CHATHAM,  MASS. 


A.FRIL  24,  1878. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


Mr.  Oyerton,  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing 

EEPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  4566.] 

The  Committee  on  Commerce^  to  tchom  teas  referred  the  hill  {H.  -K.  3298) 
for  ike  establishment  of  a  light-house  at  Stage  Harbor^  Chatham^  Mass.^ 
having  carefully  considered  the  subject^  respectfully  report : 

That  they  fally  coDcur  in  the  opinion  expressed  as  to  the  necessity 
for  said  light-hoase  in  the  following  letters  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  and  the  naval  secretary  of  the  Light-House  Board,  viz : 

Treasury  Department,  March  27, 1878. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  ackoowledfi^e  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  dated  the  26th 
ultimo,  inclosing  for  the  vieMrs  of  this  department  House  bill  No.  3298,  for  |  the  estab- 
lishment  of  a  light-honse  on  Common  Flats,  Stage  Harbor,  Chatham,  Mass.,  and  appro- 
priating $8,000  for  the  purpose. 

In  reply,  I  have  respectfully  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  23d  in- 
ctantjfrom  Capt.  J.  G.Walker,  U.  S.  N.,  naval  secretary  of  the  Light-House  Board,  in 
vhich  it  is  stated  that  the  matter  has  been  carefnlly  considered  by  the  board,  and  the 
^nclasion  reached  that  a  light  should  be  established  on  the  Stage  Harbor  Beach 
rather  than  on  the  flats,  as  the  erection  of  a  light-house  on  the  latter  sufficiently  strong 
to  withstand  the  pressure  of  the  large  fields  of  ice,  which  are  often  carried  past,  would 
cost  at  least  $60,000,  while  a  small  light- house  on  the  neighboring  beach,  forming  a 
riDge  with  one  of  the  Chatham  lights,  would  cost  not  more  than  $10,000,  be  out  of 
tb^  reach  of  the  running  ice,  and  prove  a  sufficient  aid  to  navigation. 
The  bill  transmitted  by  yon  is  herewith  returned. 
Very  respectfully, 

JOHN  SHERMAN, 

Secretary, 
Hon.  Edward  Overton,  Jr., 

Chairman  Subcommittee  Committee  on  Commei'oej  House  of  Representatives, 


Treasury  Dspartmei^t,  Office  of  the  Light-House  Board, 

Washington,  March  23, 1878. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  letter  (E.  W.  C.)  of  Feb* 
nsry  28,  transmitting  for  the  views  of  the  Light-House  Board,  H.  R.  3298,  for  the 
tttablisbment  of  a  light-honse  on  Common  Flats,  Stage  Harbor,  Chatham,  Mass.,  re- 
Untd  to  the  department  for  suggestion  by  the  Committee  on  Commerce  of  the  House 
^i  Reprssentativee. 

In  reply,  I  beg  leave  to  say  that  the  matter  has  been  carefully  considered  by  the 
Light-House  Board,  and  that  the  conclusion  has  been  reached  that  a  light  should  be 
Mtablished  on  the  Stage  Harbor  Beach  rather  than  on  the  flats,  as  the  erection  of  a 
Hght-honae  on  the  latter  sufficiently  strong  to  withstand  the  pressure  of  the  large 
fields  of  ice  which  are  often  carried  past,  would  cost  at  least  $60,000,  while  a  small 
light-house  on  the  neighboring  beach,  forming  a  range  with  one  of  the  Chatham  \\f^\i\A) 
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which  ooold  be  boilt  for  $10,000,  would  be  ont'of  the  reach  of  the  rnnniDg  ioe,  and 
wonld  be  a  sufficient  aid  to  navigation. 
The  H.  R.  bill  3298.  referred  to  this  office,  is  herewith  respectfully  [returned. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  G.  WALKER, 

Naval  Searetarf 
The  Hon.  Sbcrbtart  of  the  Treasury. 

The  harbor  at  Cbatbam.is  an  important  one  on  tbe  New  England 
coasty  and  is  mncb  freqneuted.  A  light  at  the  above  location  would 
not  only  be  a  guide  to  this  place,  but  also  for  vessels  intended  to  anchor 
off  West  Harwich,  Harwich  Port,  or  South  Harwich.  It  wonld  likewise 
be  invaluable  to  the  numerous  vessels  entering  Chatham  Bay  at  night, 
as  a  range  with  Chatham  light  clears  the  dangerous  shoal  called  Kill 
Pond  Bar. 

Attention  has  been  called  to  the  necessity  of  the  proposed  light  by 
the  fact  that  recently  a  government  steamer,  having  lighthouse  sap- 
plies,  in  coming  into  this  harbor  ran  ashore  upon  Common  Flats,  which 
would  not  have  occurred  had  there  been  a  light  at  the  point  proposed. 

The  committee,  therefore,  recommend  that  the  sum  of  $10,000  be  ap-  ^ 
propriated  for  the  erection  of  a  light-house  on  the  Stage  Harbor  Beachf 
and  that  this  report  be  printed  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ap- 
propriations. 


Sth  Congress,  I    HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES.     /  Report 
U  8em4m.       S  \  No.  699. 


IGHTHOUSE   AT   GRAND   MARATS,  ON   LAKE  SUPERIOR, 

MINNESOTA. 


April  24, 1878. — Laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


T.  DuNNRLL,  from  the  Gommittee  on  Gommerce,  submitted  the  fol- 

lowing 

EEPORT: 

The  Gommittee  on  Gommerce,  having  had  under  consideration  a  peti- 

00  for  the  establishment  of  a  light-house  at  Grand  Marais,  on  Lake 

aperior,  Minnesota,  report  it  back  with  the  recommendation  that  its 

nyer  be  not  granted. 

Yoor  committee  make  a  part  of  their  report  the  following  letters  from 

le  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  the  naval  secretary  of  the 

ligbt-Honse  Board : 

Treasury  Department,  Mar<^  26, 1878 

Sn:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowled|^  the  receipt  of  yonr  letter  dated  February  14, 
378,  inclosinfi^,  for  the  Tiews  of  this  department,  a  petition  for  the  establiahment  of  a 
Kbt-hooM  on  Lake  Superior,  at  Orand  Marais,  Minn. 

In  reply,  I  have  respectfully  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  23d  instant 
Kmi  Capt.  J.  G.  Walker,  U.  S.  N.,  naval  secretary  of  the  Light-House  Board,  in  which  it 
iiUted  that  the  matter  has  been  carefully  considered  by  the  board  and  the  conclusion 
Bailed  that  it  Is  at  present  inexpedient  to  establish  the  light  asked,  and  that  the 
inther  consideration  of  the  subject  should  be  postponed  until  the  harbor  improve- 
MDta  referred  to  by  the  petitioners  shall  have  been  made. 
The  petition  is  herewitn  returned. 
Very  respectfully, 

JOHN  SHERMAN, 

Stcrtiarif, 
Hon.  Mark  H.  Dcxxell, 

Ckainiuia  Sithcommitlet  Committee  on  Commerce j  House  of  Representatires. 


Treasury  Department, 
Office  of  the  Light-House  Board, 

Washington,  March  23,  1878. 

^K :  I  bsTc  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  (E.  W.  C.)  of  Febrn- 
'^  Id,  1878,  transmitting,  for  the  views  of  the  Light  House  Board,  a  petition  for  the 
^•blishment  of  a  light-house  on  Lake  Superior,  at  Grand  Marais,  Minn.,  referred  to 
''^  deptrtment  February  14, 1878,  for  suggestion,  by  a  subcommittee  of  the  Conmittee 
'^  Commerce  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

.  h  reply,  I  beg  leave  to  say  that  this  matter  has  been  carefully  coniiiddred  by  the 
*<*ght-HiH»e  Board,  and  that  the  conclusion  has  been  reached  that  it  is  at  present  in- 
J^P<Bdient  to  establish  the  light  asked,  and  that  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject 
^id  be  postponed  until  the  harbor  improvements  referred  to  by  the  petitioners  shall 
^Te  been  made. 

^6 papMV  in  the  case  referred  to  this  office  are  herewith  respectfully  returned. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  G.  WALKER, 

Karal  Secretary. 

"Hie  honorable  the  Sbcretart  of  the  Treasury. 


Loth  Congress,  )  HOUSE  OF  KEPRESENTATIVES.       (  Report 
2d  Session.       ]  \  No.  700. 


THE  ROSARIO  AND  CARMEN  MINING  COMPANY  OF  CALL 

FORNIA. 


kPRiL  21, 1878. — Committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  Hoase  on  the  state  of  tte 

Union  and  ordered  to  he  printed. 


tfr.  WiLSOW,  from  the  C^mmittoe  on  Foreign  Affairs,  sabmittod  the 

following 

REPOET: 

[To  accompany  hiU  H.  R.  2117.] 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Affhirs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
the  Bosario  and  Carmen  Mining  Company  of  San  Francisco,  Cal.j  ask- 
ing  a  rehearing  of  their  claim  against  Mexico,  which  was  rejected  by  Sir 
Edward  Thornton,  the  umpire  acting  under  the  convention  of  July  4, 1868, 
between  the  United  States  and  the  Republic  of  Mexico,  having  had  the 
same  under  consideration,  submit  the  following  report : 

It  is  alleged  by  petitioners  that  they  were  the  owners  of  valuable 
mines  of  precious  metal  in  Mexico,  and,  as  a  corporation,  incorporated 
aud  organized  under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  California  for  working 
^ach  mines,  had  expended  large  amounts  of  money  in  the  improve- 
tsent  and  development  thereof,  from  which  large  gains  and  x)rofits  would 
accrue  to  them ;  but  that  an  armed  force  and  mob  of  Mexicans,  on  the 
16th  of  July,  1864,  made  a  brutal  assault  upon  their  officers  and  oper- 
atives, murdering  one  of  their  superintendents  and  wounding  others ; 
that  such  mob  was  led  by  one  of  the  court  judges  of  Mexico;  that  the 
1)etitioners  were  driven  from  the  country  and  their  property  spoliated ; 
that  they  sustained  damages  to  an  amount  in  excess  of  $1,000,000. 

That  they  made  out  their  claim  in  due  form  and  submitted  the  same 
to  the  mixed  commission  under  the  treaty  aforesaid ;  that  they  took  the 
testimony  of  various  witnesses  and  by  competent  proof  fully  sustained 
their  said  claim ;  that  the  evidence  was  lawfully  and  properly  taken ; 
that  it  was  full  and  sufficient,  and  was  submitted  to  the  commissioners 
dieting  under  said  treaty  ;  that  they  disagreed  as  to  the  decision  to 
be  rendered  therein,  and  the  papers  touching  the  same  were  transmitted 
to  the  umpire,  who  deeided  adversely  to  the  petitioners. 

That  the  Mexican  Repnblic  presented  to  the  commission  evidence  of 
various  witnesses  that  was  false  and  tainted  with  perjury. 

The  petitioners  allege  that  the  Mexican  authorities  viciously  and 
diihonestly  purloined  and  suppressed  the  material  evidence  so  taken 
and  submitted  by  them  in  aid  of  their  said  claim,  by  means  of  which 
fraudulent  suppression  of  evidence  by  Mexican  authorities  and  the 
introdnctioD  by  them  of  evidence  of  perjured  witnesses  the  same  was 
decided  adversely  to  them. 
Wherefore  they  ask  that  they  shall  have  a  rehearing  and  reiuvestiga- 
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tiou  of  their  said  claim,  and  that  their  rights,  of  which  they  have  been 
defrauded,  shall  be  secured  to  them. 

The  committee  having  recently  had  ander  consideration  House  reso- 
lution No.  39,  looking  to  the  suspension  of  payments  of  two  of  the 
claims  decided  (Weil  and  La  Abra)  by  Sir  Edward  Thornton,  umpire, 
under  the  treaty  aforesaid,  have  submitted  thereon  to  the  House  a  re- 
port (Eeport  H.  K.  27,  45th  Gong.,  2d  session).  As  the  same  questioDS 
arise  under  that  resolution  as  are  presented  by  the  petition  of  claimants, 
the  committee  beg  leave  to  refer  to  and  adopt  the  reasons  and  concla* 
sions  contained  in  that  report  as  and  for  their  report  in  this  matter. 

They  here  repeat,  as  they  there  state,  that,  in  their  opinion,  this 
House  has  no  jurisdiction  of  the  matter  referred  to  them  by  the  peti- 
tioners. 

In  conjunction  with  the  report  of  the  committee  above  referred  to, 
they  reported  bill  H.  R.  No.  2117,  by  the  6th  section  of  which  they  dis- 
claim any  purpose  to  interfere  with  the  action  of  the  executive  depa^^ 
ment  ot  the  government  in  passing  upon  the  claims  referred  to  in 
House  resolution  No.  39,  and  in  view  of  the  matters  set  up  by  peti- 
tioners, the  committee  recommend  an  amendment  to  the  said  5th  section 
by  adding  thereto  the  following :  ''And  nothing  contained  in  this  act 
shall  be  construed  as  precluding  the  President  of  the  United  States  and 
the  Secretary  of  State  from  considering  the  application  of  any  Ameri- 
can claimants  whose  claims  were  rejected  by  the  commissioners  or 
umpire,  or  whose  claims,  from  any  cause,  failed  to  be  presented  or  con- 
sidered by  the  said  commissioners  or  umpire.'' 


ACCOMPANYING  DOCUMENTS. 

No.  1. 

ROSARIO  AND  CARMEN  MINING  COMPANY  OF  SAN  FRANCISCO,  CALIFORNU. 

To  tlie  honoralh  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representaiites  of  the  United  States  of  America  ti 

Congress  assenthled: 

The  petitioD  of  the  Rosario  and  Carmen  Minioj^  Company  respectfolly  reprefieots: 

1.  That  yonr  petitioner  is  a  corporation  duly  incorporated  under  the  laws  of  the 
State  of  California,  and  organized  as  a  mining  company,  to  work  mines  in  Mexico,  ftod 
is  a  citizen  of  the  IJnited  States  of  America. 

2.  That  your  petitioner  was,  and  still  is,  the  owner  of  a  just  and  valid  claim  for  actoil 
damages  and  losses  amounting  to  the  sum  of  |l,Obl, 802.33,  and  consequential  or  in- 
direct losses  and  damages  to  a  much  larger  sum,  against  the  government  of  the  Mexi- 
can Republic  for  the  interruptions,  unlawful  interference,  and  finally  the  forced  aban- 
donment of  the  mining  operations  of  your  petitioner  consequent  upon  a  brutal  attack 
by  an  armed  force  or  mob  of  Mexicans  on  the  16th  day  of  July,  1864,  resulting  in  tbe 
death  of  one  of  your  petitioner's  superintendents  and  the  wounding  of  two  others, 
which  Mexican  force  and  attack  was  led  b^  an  alcalde,  or  Mexican  judge  of  the  district 
of  Candelero,  in  the  State  of  Sinaloa,  Mexico,  in  which  district  the  mines  of  your  peti- 
tioner were  situate  and  said  mining  operations  were  being  carried  on ;  that  the  said 
claim,  together  with  the  proper  proofs  and  evidence  substantiating  the  same,  was  duly 
submitted  by  your  petitioner  to  the  Joint  American  and  Mexican  Claims  Commission 
created  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  treaty  of  July  4,  1868,  between  the  United  States 
and  the  Republic  of  Mexico ;  that  certain  declared  defensive  evidence  against  said 
claim  was  submitted  to  said  commission  by  the  Government  of  the  Mexican  Republic, 
and  that  certain  evidence  lawfully  taken  in,  and  very  material  to  the  oaae,  was  sup- 
pressed and  kept  from  said  commission  by  said  Mexican  Government. 

3.  That  the  commissioners  under  said  treaty  disagreed  as  to  said  claim,  and  the  same 
was  thereupon  referred  to  the  umpiie  under  said  treaty  for  decision,  and  that  he,  upon 
the  said  evidence  presented,  decided  adversely  to  your  petitioner  and  dismissed  the  case. 

4.  That  the  suid  evidence  procured  by  your  petitioner  and  submitted  as  aforesaid  in 
behalf  and  support  of  said  claim  was  lawfully  and  fairly  taken  and  submitted,  but  that 


a  and  the  Sectary  of  Stale,  npon  Itie  applioatioD  of  the  Hexioan  Oovemmeat, 
lose  claiiaa  only  nherein  awards  have  been  made  agaloat  Mexico,  and  tbe  iDveati- 
•n  of  iilleged  frauda  or  perjarj-  aaecttng  those  anards,  and  negotiation  with  refer- 
to  an  cb  casea  only,  and  Diakea  DO  prorjHJoQ  for  tbeannaideratioD.lnveatitptiou.or 
liation  upon  tbe  applioation  of  citizena  of  tbe  United  States  of  or  conoenung  tboae 
eir  claiuis  aKaifst  Meiico  wbiob  were  diamiased,  or  rejected  in  whole  or  in  part  by 
amniiaaioDera  or  umpire  aforecaid,  tbroiiKh  tbe  fraadutent  acts  of  the  Mexican 
ititJHBaad  tbe  perjury  of  Mexican  witnesaes.    Wherefore 

ur  petitioner  praya  tbat  if,  apou  the  application  of  the  Hexicaa  Oovernment,  the 
deration  or  iuveatigatioo  be  bad  by  a  new  treaty  or  otherniae,  of  or  ooDoeiniDg 
laim  wbereiu  an  award  waa  made  agatnat  Mexico,  that  a  like  cotisi deration  and 
tigation  aballbe  had  upon  tbe  application  of  your  petitioner  ooQoeminfc  bia  aaid 
L  BO  diiioisaed  or  reject«d  and  loat  by  lueaoB  of  fraod  and  perjury  ooiiiinitt«d  by 
can  anrhoritiea  and  their  witneseea,  and  tbat  in  aoch  DegoCiation  tbe  same  reme- 
ind  rif[fats  to  relief  aball  be  aeoored  to  yonr  petitioner  bo  defranded  of  its  rights 
ly  be  jiranted  to  Mexico,  and  tbat  aaid  bill  be  amended  acoordiugly. 
1  yonr  mtitioner,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray,  d:o. 

BOSAKIO  Sl  carmen  HIHINO  CO., 
By  ALEXR.  H.  DIXSON, 

AUormty  n  fact. 
ed  Marob  3, 1678. 

No.  2. 
lu  the  United  Stales  and  Hexiuan  Claima  CommiBsian. 


1  OF  Ctrus  H.  Donouqhho  } 

HI.  ^  No.  703. 

Mbxico.  S 

Dteition  of  tkt  umpire. 

th  reKard  to  the  oaae  of  the  heiia  of  Cyrna  H.  Dononfchbo  ra.  Mexico.  No.  703,  the 
re  hiia  oarefully  pernsed  the  TOlnminoas  papers  connected  with  thia  case,  and  with 
729, 730,  and  73L,  alt  of  which  are  fonnded  npon  tbe  same  ooonrreucea. 


a  eircnmstances  seem  to  be  as  followB;  An  American  mining  company  inoorpo- 
i  at  San  Pranclsoo  pn  re  based  the  mines  of  Rosarlo  and  Carmen,  in  the  mining  dia- 
of  Candelero,  In  Meiico,  and  aent  their  agents  and  employ^  for  tbe  purpose  of 


log  tboM  mines.    These  perHooa  established  tbemaeWes  in  that  district, and  n: 
em  wem  to  have  lived  together  iu  tbe  principal  honae  belonging  to  tbe  eatabliah- 


4  BOSARIO   AND   CARMEN   MINING   COMPANY,    CALIFORNIA. 

the  judge's  house,  which  was  distant  about  two  miles,  over  a  rugged  and  monutainoQ^ 
road.  Salazar  immediately  proceeded  to  collect  a  number  of  men  with  a  view  to  their 
going  to  the  company's  house  for  the  purpose  of  taking  Gutierrez's  wife  by  force. 
Before  these  men,  however,  were  ready,  a  friend,  Don  Maximo  Arriola*  proceeded  to 
the  house,  pointed  out  to  Dixson  and  Hoffman  the  preparations  which  w«ro  being 
made,  and  urged  that  the  woman  should  be  given  up. 

Arriola  did  not,  however,  persuade  them  to  put  the  woman  out  of  the  bosse. 
Shortly  after  he  left  it  he  met  Balszar  with  the  force  which  he  had  raised,  and  advised 
him  to  write  another  order  to  Hoffman.  His  companions,  however,  did  not  allow  htm 
to  do  so,  but  insisted  upon  going  on.  Still  Salazar  preceded  them,  and  had  an  inter- 
view with  Dizson,  Hoffman,  and  Marina.  No  agreement  was,  however,  come  to,  and 
Salazar  returned  to  what  he  called  his  po9iie  comiiaiuB^  and  having  placed  them  nnd«r 
the  command  of  one  GerouimoAl  arid,  desired  them  to  proceed  to  the  bouse  and  take  the 
woman  out  by  force.  They  did  so,  and  a  conflict  ensued,  in  which  Dizson  and  Buxton 
were  wounded  and  Donoughho  waa  killed.  Salazar  himself  was  not  present  during  the 
conflict,  but  kept  at  some  distance,  and  took  no  part  in  it. 

Several  of  the  Americans  were  then  imprisoned  and  kept  separate  from  each  other 
on  the  charge  that  they  bad  resisted  the  authorities  and  were  the  authors  of  the  dis- 
asters which  had  been  the  result  of  the  above-mentioned  conflict.  Their  trial  wa» 
continued  for  several  months,  but  was  never  actually  concluded. 

The  umpire  is  of  the  opinion  that  there  is  no  proof  whatever  that  Dizson  had  illicit 
relations  with  the  woman  Marina  Orosco,  as  was  charged ;  he  considers  that  it  was 
natural  that  in  consequence  of  the  treatment  she  suffered  from  her  husbaud  she  should 
have  left  him,  and  that  no  fault  can  be  found  with  Dixson  or  Hoffman  because  she  was 
allowed  the  protection  of  Mrs.  Hoffman,  and  of  the  house  in  which  she  lived.  When 
an  order  came  from  Salazar  that  she  should  at  once  proceed  to  his  house,  it  being  then 
a  late  boor  in  the  evening,  it  is  not  surprising  that  Hoffman  should  have  remonstrated 
against  the  order.  The  letter  in  which  he  did  so  is  not  produced,  although  it  is  almost 
the  only  documentary  evidence  which  Salazar  might  nave  exhibited  to  prove  Hoff- 
man's alleged  refusal  to  deliver  up  the  woman.  But  there  does  not  appear  to  hare 
been  any  such  refusal,  but  only  a  representation  as  to  the  difficulty  of  her  going  at 
that  hour  to  Salazar's  house.  When  Arriola  came  to  the  house  neither  Dixson  nor  Hoff- 
man seems  to  have  refused  to  let  her  go  if  she  chose  to  do  so ;  but  his  desire,  as  well  as 
that  of  Salazar  subsequently,  seems  to  have  been  that  they  should- turn  her  out  of  the 
house,  which  they  declined  to  do«  although  they  made  no  objection  to  her  being  taken 
by  either  Arriola  or  Salazar. 

The  composition  and  the  conduct  of  the  so-called  posse  seems  to  the  umpire  to  hare 
been  most  unjustifiable,  and  that  Salazar  should  not  have  accompanied  them  was  un- 
pardonable. It  is  not  suq)rising  that  the  Americans,  knowing^  beforehand  the  class  of 
persons  who  composed  the  posse,  should  have  taken  up  the  few  arms  they  had  with 
them.  The  attack  made  upon  the  bouse  was  not  the  orderly  proceeding  of  authori- 
ties, but  the  riotous  behavior  of  a  mob,  and  after  a  careful  examination  or  the  volami> 
nous  but  extremely  contradictory  evidence  upon  the  affair,  the  umpire  is  of  opinion  that 
the  disastrous. consequences  of  that  night  were  entirely  due  to  the  improper  conduct  of 
the  authorities  on  the  occasion. 

Looking  at  the  way  in  which  the  Americans  were  treated  during  the  so-called  trial 
which  subsequently  took  place,  and  at  the  partiality  shown  toward  Salazar  aud  Alarid, 
while  Dixson  and  his  companions  were  treated  with  the  greatest  rigor  and  seTeritj, 
it  cannot  be  supposed  that  the  claimants  in  the  above-mentioned  claim  would  have 
been  able  to  obtain  justice  in  any  action  fur  damages  which  they  might  have  inatitated 
against  Salazar. 

The  murder  of  Donoughho  was,  in  tlie  opinion  of  the  umpire,  an  injury  done  to  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  by  authorities  of  the  Mexican  Republic,  as  contemplated 
by  the  convention  of  July  4,  1868,  for  which  injury  the  Mexican  Government  is  re- 
sponsible. 

The  umpire,  therefore,  awards  that  there  be  paid  by  the  Mexican  Govemment^on 
account  oi  the  above-mentioned  claim,  the  sum  of  twelve  thousand  Mexican  gold  dol- 
lars ($12,000),  with  an  annual  interest  of  six  per  cent.,  from  July  17,  1864,  to  the  date 
of  the  final  award. 

EDW'D  THORNTON. 

Washington,  April  1, 1876. 

I,  Randolph  Coyle,  secretary  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to  the  United  States 
and  Mexican  Claims  Commission,  hereby  certify  that  the  above  and  foreffcing  it 
a  full,  true,  and  exact  copy  of  the  decision  of  the  umpire  of  the  said  commission  io 
the  case  No.  703  of  the  Ueirs  of  Cyrus  M.  Donoughho  v$,  Mexioo,  as  the  same  appear! 
of  record  in  the  office  of  the  said  commission. 

Witness  my  hand  (the  said  commission  having  no  official  seal),  at  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  this  19th  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1876. 

RANDOLPH  COYLE, 

Secrtlarif. 
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No.  3. 

In  the  Uoited  States  and  Mexican  Claims  CummissioD. 

Thursday,  April  20.  1876. 


axexandbr  h.  dix8on 

Mexico. 

Decision  of  the  umpire. 


>No.  730. 


With  regard  to  the  case  of  Alexander  H.  Dlxson  vs,  Muxioo,  No.  730,  the  umpire  has 
already,  in  case  No.  703,  expressed  his  opinion  as  to  the  onjtistifiable  nature  of  the 
violence  exercised  by  the  Mexican  authorities  in  taking  by  force  the  woman  Marina 
Oroeco  from  the  house  of  the  Rosario  and  Carmen  Mining  Company.  He  is  of  opinion 
that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  comjiensation  for  the  wound  inflicted  upon  him  on  that 
occasion,  for  his  long  imprisonment,  and  for  the  expenses  which  he  incurred  during 
that  time.  It  must,  nowever,  be  admitted  that  the  claimant  contributed,  though  per- 
haps in  but  a  slight  degree,  to  the  catastrophe  which  took  place  on  July  16, 1S64 ;  for 
it  appears  in  the  evidence  that  he  made  use  of  intemperate  language  toward  Balazar, 
from  which  he  certainly  ought  to  have  abstained  toward  an  authority,  and  there  can 
be  little  doubt  that  Salazar  was  irritated  by  his  language.  This  fact  must  be  taken 
into  consideration  in  assessing  the  damages.  It  is  clear  that  the  claimant  incurred 
some  expenses,  but  there  is  not  sufiScient  proof  of  the  amount  of  these  expenses.  In 
some  cases  the  umpire  would  have  considered  that  the  claimant  should  have  brought 
an  action  to  recover  damages  from  Salasar,  but  looking  at  the  evident  injustice  which 
was  shown  to  the  American  prisoners,  and  the  partiality  toward  Balazar  and  Alarid,  it 
is  impossible  to  suopose  that  the  claimant  would  have  met  with  Justice  in  an  attempt 
to  sue  Salazar  for  damages. 

The  umpire  therefore  awards  that  there  be  paid  by  the  Mexican  Government,  on  ac- 
count of  the  above-mentioned  claim,  the  Bum  of  ten  thousand  Mexican  gold  dollars 
($10,000),  without  interest. 

EDW»D  THORNTON. 

Washington,  Jpril  3, 16T6. 

I,  Randolph  Coyle,  secretary  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to  the  United  States 
and  Mexican  Claims  Commission,  hereby  certify  that  the  above  and  foregoing  is  a  full, 
true,  and  exact  copy  of  the  decision  of  the  umpire  of  the  said  commission  in  the  case 
No.  730,  Alexander  H.  Dixson  vs.  Mexico,  afl  the^same  appears  of  record  in  the  office  of 
the  said  commission. 

Witness  my  hand  (the  said  commission  having  no  official  seal),  at  the  city  of  Wash 
ington,  this  eighteenth  day  of  July,  1876. 

RANDOLPH  COYLE, 

Secretary, 


No.  4. 

Id  the  United  States  and  Mexican  Claims  Commission. 

Thursday,  April  20, 1876. 


>  No.  731. 


George  Buxton 

vs. 

Mexico. 

Decision  of  the  umpire. 

With  reference  to  the  case  of  Gfeorge  Buxton  vs,  Mexico,  No.  731,  the  same  reasons 
upon  which  the  umpire's  decision  in  tlie  case  of  Alexander  H.  Dixson  vs.  Mexico,  No. 
730,  was  founded,  make  him  believe  that  the  claimant  in  the  present  case  is  entitled  to 
compensation  from  the  Mexican  Government.  It  is  to  be  observed  that  the  claimant 
in  this  case  seems  to  have  incurred  no  blame  whatever  in  the  affair  of  the  16th  of  July, 
1864,  but,  on  the  contrary,  had  attempted  to  conciliate  and  pacify  the  assailants.  It 
appears  that  it  was  almost  immediately  after  this  attempt  that  he  received  the  wound 
which  made  him  a  cripple  for  life,  and  the  consequences  of  which  have  permanently 
affected  his  health.  Tne  compensation  ought,  therefore,  in  this  case,  to  oe  higher  in 
comparison,  as  the  umpire  thinks,  than  in  that  of  Alexander  H.  Dixson.  But  there  is 
no  claim  made  for  expenses  as  in  the  case  of  Dixson. 

The  umpire,  therefore,  awards  that  there  be  paid  by  the  Mexican  Government  on 
account  of  the  above-mentioned  claim  the  sum  of  eight  thousand  Mexican  gold  dollars 
($8,000),  without  interest. 

EDW'D  THORNTON. 

Washington,  April  4, 1876. 
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I,  Randolph  Coyle,  secretary  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to  the  United  SUi 
find  Mexican  Claims  Commission,  hereby  certify  that  the  above  and  foregoing  is  a  fii 
true,  and  exact  copy  of  the  decision  of  the  nmpire  of  the  said  commission  in  the  ca 
No.  731,  George  Buxton  r«.  Mexico,  as  the  same  appears  of  record  in  the  office  of  tl 
said  commission. 

Witness  my  hand  (the  said  commission  having  no  official  seal),  at  the  city  of  Was 
ington,  this  18th  day  of  Jaly,  1876. 

RANDOLPH  COYLE,  Secretary. 


No.  5. 

Mazatlan,  June  18, 1876. 
To  Sir  Edward  Thornton, 

Umpire  of  Mixed  C<mimt««toft,  ^u,  WtuhingUnif  U,  8.: 

The  undersigned  foreign  residents  at  this  port,  having  seen  a  copy  of  your  decisis 
in  the  case  of  the  Rosario  and  Carmen  Mining  Company's  claim,  most  respectfolly  a 
dress  this  petition,  requesting  you  to  grant  a  rehearing  of  their  case. 

We  do  so  for  the  following  reasons :  That  as  the  attack  made  upon  the  hacienda! 
a  magistrate  was,  as  you  have  stated,  illegal  and  unnecessary,  and  as  such  deeds 
frequently  happen  in  this  country  without  the  perpetrators  being  punished  or  the  » 
ferers  indemniti^,  hence  we  were  gratified  when  the  United  States  took  the  initiati 
b^  creating  the  mixed  commission,  and  thus  rendering  protection  not  only  to  th< 
citizens  but  indirectly  to  all  foreign  interests  in  the  country. 

That  as  the  case  herein  referred  to  was  one  of  great  importance,  and  one  whit 
created  terror  and  insecurity  among  all  foreigners  in  that  part  of  the  country,  and 
neither  the  courts'or  government  took  measures  to  make  reparation  or  punish  the  a 
gressors,  consequently  the  effects  were  most  fatal,  not  only  to  this  company,  but  to  t 
other  mining  enterprises  in  that  vicinity. 

As  to  the  abandonment  of  the  mines,  it  is  evident  that  when  every  employ^  of  tl 
hacienda,  even  to  the  cook,  were  carried  off  fifty  miles  from  their  home  and  kept 
criminals  for  three  months,  their  property  left  at  the  mercy  of  the  rabble,  little  woa 
remain  that  was  movable  or  available. 

No  one  regarded  the  affair  of  the  woman  as  other  than  a  pretense  to  cover  the  re 
object,  whion  was  plunder,  to  obtain  possession  of  the  ores  extracted,  the  mines  ai 
their  valuable  appurtenances,  and  to  drive  the  Americans  from  that  vicinity. 

In  conclusion,  we  would  state  that  the  re-establishment  of  the  company  was  re 
dered  impossible  from  the  fact  that  immediately  after  the  incidents  herein  referred  i 
the  entire  State  became  involved  in  revolution ;  the  roads  infested  with  banditti  ai 
with  troops  of  various  parties ;  communication  entirely  interrupted,  and  all  means 
transportation  seized. 

The  liberal  forces  under  Corona  occupied  the  approaches  to  this  port,  while  Lozad 
with  his  Indians,  invaded  the  State  from  Jalisco,  and  in  November  of  that  year,  186 
the  French  took  possession  of  the  town  itself. 

This  state  of  affairs  lasted  for  three  ^ears,  paralyzing  all  the  industries  of  tl 
country,  and  rendered  resumption  impossible,  not  only  of  this  company,  but  of  mai 
others,  among  which  we  will  cite  the  La  Abra,  situated  near  the  one  in  question,  wi 
abandoned  from  precisely  the  same  influences. 

C.  WOOLRICH. 
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Mazatlax,  June  10, 1876. 
n,  Esq., 
Vettdent  o/  Rosario  and  Carmen  Mining  Company : 

I  williDf^ly  reply  to  yonr  letter  of  May  19,  and  will  briefly  state  my  views,  from 
know  of  the  points  on  which  yon  desire  information. 

d  year  1864, 1  was  acting;  as  British  vice-consnl,  and  continued  in  charge  of  the 
te  until  after  the  French  troops  retired  from  this  country, 
then  and  am  now  engaged  in  commercial  and  mining  enterprises,  and  having  re- 
ere  many  years,  am  well  informed  of  what  takes  place  in  this  part  of  Mexico. 
Terence  to  the  outrage  perpetrated  at  Candelero,  it  aronsed  a  feeling  of  terror 
all  parties  who  had  similar  enterprises,  and  particularly  among  all  foreigners, 
as  notorious  that  the  attack  was  made  bv  Judge  Salazar  in  the  night :  that  it 
»remeditated  affair,  and  resulted  in  the  killing  and  wounding  of  some  oi  the  em- 
>f  the  company,  and  that  all  the  inmates  of  the  hacienda  were  taken  off  prisoners 
ant  towns,  thus  leaving  the  property  at  the  mercy  of  the  excited  people  who 
the  judge's  orders.  All  this  combined  to  ruin  a  promising  business,  and  had  the 
f  destroying  other  enterprises  in  the  vicinity,  by  creating  a  feeling  of  insecurity 
the  few  forei^ers  residing  near  there,  many  of  whom  were  anxious  to  get 
md  soon  all  mining  concerns  in  that  neighborhood  had  to  suspend  operations, 
»ne  was  held  responsible  for  the  acts  either  of  the  authorities  or  the  people. 
;her  courts  were  unwilling  to  punish  their  judges,  and  thus  they  became  petty 
re ;  foreigners  had  no  redress,  and  if  they  complained,  were  treated  as  aggres- 
I  in  the  case  of  yonr  employes. 

s  were  great  hopes  entertained  that  by  the  commission  created  between  the 
States  and  this  country  injuries  such  as  your  comi)any  experienced  would 
^n  redressed,  and  the  Mexican  Government  obliged  in  future  to  afford  guarau- 
'  the  protection  of  foreigners  in  their  property  and  persons  who  accepted  the 
ions  of  the  nation  to  aid  in  developing  the  resources  of  the  country. 
:>utrage  at  Candelero  was  the  most  barefaced  that  had  been  perpetrated  in  this 
and  it  was  universally  known  to  have  been  long  premeditated ;  the  excuse 
d  by  the  woman  gave  pretext  to  carry  out  their  true  object,  of  gaining  possession 
>roperty,  ores  extracted,  &.C.,  and  to  drive  the  Americans  from  that  neignborhood. 
ediately  after  these  events,  the  country  was  involved  in  revolution,  the  French 
ing  this  port,  the  Indian  chief  Lozada  marching  from  Tepic  with  over  two 
nd  men  into  the  southern  part  of  Sinaloa,  while  the  rest  of  the  State  was  oocu- 
y  the  liberals.  All  communication  with  the  interior  was  interrupted^  horses 
lies  seized  by  both  parties,  and  operatives  forced  into  the  army  ;  hence  it  is  my 
1  that  neither  your  company  nor  any  other  could  have  re-established  themselves 
rach  circumstances,  nor  could  it  be  expected  that  a  valuable  and  unprotected 
ty  could  remain  intact  in  the  interior  of  Mexico,  and  with  such  surroundings, 
nearly  three  years  after  the  events  at  Candelero,  there  was  but  one  mining  com- 
ble  to  continue  operations.  They  did  so  because  a  Mexican  general  (Corona)  was 

KhnltflAr    manv   nf-nArci    hAincr   ahanr1nn«u1.  fLmnncr   t.hAm  T  Dirnnld    mAnt.inn    thn  T.o. 


8  ROSABIO   AND    CARMEN   MINING   COMPANY,    CALIFORNIA. 

No.  7. 

New  York,  Kovemher  16. 1876. 

My  Dear  Sir  Edward  :  My  attention  waa  asked  qnito  recently  to  the  seyeral  awards 
made  by  yon  as  umpire  on  the  several  claims  against  Mexico  which  had  their  origin  in 
the  Mexican  attack  on  the  establishment  of  the  Rosario  and  Carmen  Mining  Company, 
on  the  16th  July,  1864.  I  was  asked  by  the  company  to  examine  all  the  papers  which 
were  before  you  in  the  several  claims,  and  to  give  my  opinion  whether  the  result  of 
which  you  had  arrived,  of  rejecting  the  claim  of  the  company  while  allowing  those  to 
certain  individual  sufferers  by  the  same  Mexican  outrage,  seemed  to  ma  warranted  in 
principle  or  upon  any  supposed  discrimination  in  the  facia  of  the  different  cases.  If  I 
came  to  conclusions  favorable  to  the  company,  I  understood  that  a  reconsideration  of 
your  decision  would  be  asked  by  the  company,  which  would  be  within  yonr  discretion, 
and  should  be  accorded  if  you  should  think  Justice  required  it. 

I  gave  all  the  arguments  on  both  sides  and  the  several  awards  and  the  record  of 
the  evidence  in  the  several  claims  a  full  examination  and  also  had  before  me  the 
original  of  a  petition  addressed  to  you  by  the  English  and  other  foreign  commercial  resi- 
dents of  Mazatlan  urging  the  reconsideration  of  your  award,  and  setting  forth  the 
grounds  of  their  opinion  that  the  company  was  effectively  and  purposely  driven  off 
by  the  Mexican  authorities,  and  a  return  would  only  have  involved  exposure  and  sab- 
mission  to  renewed  outrages.  There  waa  also  shown  me  a  letter  from  Mr.  Woolrich, 
who  was  the  British  consul  at  Mazatlan  at  the  time,  to  the  same  effect.  These  last 
papers  I  refer  to  particularly,  as  by  misfortune  the  package  of  the  papers  which  in- 
cluded these  originals  has,  I  am  told,  since  been  lost. 

I  must  frankly  say  that  your  awards  in  favor  of  the  individual  claimants  seemed  to 
me  well  warranted,  but  that  the  discrimination  by  which  yon  refused  to  the  company 
redress  for  the  injury  to  their  property,  which  fell  to  their  share  as  a  direct  consequence 
of  the  same  outrage,  did  not  seem  to  me  maintainable.  I  cannot  but  think  that  ios- 
tice  requires  that  the  company  should  receive  an  indemnity  for  the  injury  inflicted  on 
them  upon  the  same  reasons  upon  which  you  have  awarded  an  indemnity  to  the  indi- 
vidual claimants. 

It  seems  to  me  also  that,  upon  the  proofs  put  in  by  the  company,  it  was  requisite 
for  the  Mexican  Government  to  give  some  evidence  which  should  induce  a  solid  concla- 
eion  (if  the  evidence  was  subsSintial)  of  the  umpire  that  the  company  might  have 
resumed  their  mining  operations  and  would  have  been  protected  therein.  The  com- 
pany should  not  have  found  their  own  evidence  rebutted  by  a  conjectural  surmise  of  the 
commission,  or  of  the  umpire,  instead  of  countervailing  evidence, 

I  beg,  therefore,  to  lay  before  you  the  results  of  my  examination  of  the  papers,  and 
my  reflections  on  the  subject,  and  to  urge  a  candid  re-examination  of  the  matter  by  yoa. 
All  parties  have,  and  have  tlie  best  reasons  for  having,  the  greatest  confidence  in  your 
judgment  and  solicitous  fidelity,  and  this  is  the  bajsi^  of  their  appeal  for  your  reconaid- 
eration  of  the  case  of  the  company. 

I  need  not  express  my  own  resjiect  for  yonr  character  of  umpire  in  this  and  all  other 
cases,  and  I  can  only  assure  yon  that  I  should  not  have  given  my  countenance  to  the 
present  application  unless  I  had  thought  it  ought  to  be  successful. 

I  am,  my  dear  Sir  Edward,  with  great  respect,  yours,  very  truly, 

WM.  M.  EVARTS. 

To  Sir  Edward  TnoRXTOX,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 

Umpire  under  the  Mexican  Commission. 
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JLATIONS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  WITH  MEXICO. 


ScHLEiOHBB,  from  tbe  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  submitted  the 

following 

REPORT: 

[To  acoompany  H.  Res.  167.] 

n  the  1st  of  November,  1877,  the  Honse  of  Bepresentatives  adopted 
following  resolution : 

9ol9edy  That  the  President  be  requested  to  commanicate  to  tbe  House  of  Bepresent- 
«,  so  far  as  in  his  judgment  may  be  compatible  with'  tbe  public  interest,  all  in- 
ation  in  his  possession  referring  to  the  condition  of  the  Mexican  border  in  Texas, 
bo  any  recent  violation  of  the  territory  of  tbe  United  States,  by  incursions  from 

CO. 

I  answer  to  this  resolation  the  President  of  the  United  States  trans- 
»d  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  with  his  message  of  November 
L877,  reports  from  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  Secretary  of  War« 
I  their  accompanying  papers  (Ex.  Doc.  13,  45th  Oong.,  1st  sess.)f 
5h  were  referred  to  the  Oommittee  on  Foreign  Affairs, 
n  the  10th  of  December,  1877,  a  farther  resolution  was  adopted  by 
House  of  Representatives,  as  follows : 

toHedy  That  so  much  of  the  annual  messan^  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
e  two  booses  of  Congress  at  the  present  session^  together  with  the  accompanying 
ments,  as  relates  to  *  *  *  *  the  recognition  of  President  Diaz,  of  Mexico, 
;he  difficulties  on  the  Rio  Grande  border,  *  *  *  ^  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
D  Foreign  AflGurs;  and  that  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  take  into  consider- 
I  the  best  means  of  removing  the  existing  and  impending  causes  of  difference 
eon  Mexico  and  the  United  States,  and  of  confirming  and  enlarging  the  oommer- 
"elations  between  the  two  countries,  and  have  leave  to  report  the  result  of  their 
orations,  by  resolution  or  otherwise,  to  the  House  at  the  earliest  practicable  day. 

Iieofficial  communications  and  accompanying  documents  thus  referred 
le  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  and  the  instructions  of  the  House 
le  above  resolution,  have  devolved  upon  the  committee  an  inquiry 
oar  entire  relations  with  Mexico,  and  the  great  scope  and  impor- 
e  of  the  subject  have,  as  we  conceived,  necessitated  commensurate 
stigation. 

le  times  seem  to  demand  a  full  and  clear  understanding  of  our  rela* 
s  with  Mexico;  for,  on  the  one  hand,  the  constant  border  troubles, 
the  evils  consequent  on  them,  impiBratively  call  for  measures  to 
ent  their  continuance ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  productions  of 
manufacturing  industries  have  increased  to  such  an  extent  that  our 
itry  has  become  fully  alive  to  the  necessity  of  foreign  markets,  and 
ng  them  that  of  Mexico,  as  also  of  Brazil  and  the  Central  and  South 
sriean  Republics,  are  especially  fields  into  which  our  commerce  should 
nd,  and  our  relations  with  those  countries  have,  therefore,  becomCi 
3  than  ever,  matters  of  public  interest. 


n  BELATI0N8   OP   THE   UNITED   STATES   WITH   MEXICO. 

There  are  many  reasons  which  make  it  desirable  that  the  relatione 
between  this  country  and  Mexico  should  be  friendly,  mutnally  satisfac- 
tory, and  advantageoas.  The  geographical  i>osition  of  that  country, 
bordering  for  upward  of  two  thousand  miles  on  our  territory,  has  for- 
ever established  a  dose  neighborhood,  which  we  cannot  change  if  we 
would,  and  which,  depending  on  the  condition  of  that  republic,  can  be 
either  pleasant,  amicable^  and  advantageous,  or  may  be  a  source  of  con- 
tinual loss,  damage,  and  irritation  to  our  citizens. 

While  we  may  look  with  philosophical  equanimity  upon  the  af&irs  and 
the  fate  of  countries  separated  from  us  by  the  wide  expanse  of  oceans, 
we  are  too  much  affected  by  the  weal  or  woe  of  our  nearest  neighbor 
republic  to  look  with  unconcern  upon  her  affairs.  Not  only  our  citi- 
zens on  the  border,  but  our  whole  people  are  directly  interested  in  hav- 
ing a  prosperous  country  for  a  neighbor,  one  in  which  law  and  order 
prevails  and  the  people  are  peaceably  engaged  in  the  pursuits  of  com- 
merce and  industry,  rather  than  a  country  torn  by  factions  and  su£fer- 
ing  from  chronic  revolutions  and  civil  wars,  in  which  t^e  better  part  of 
the  people  are  overawed  by  the  turbulent  revolutionary  element,  and 
upon  the  borders  of  which  the  ofGscourings  of  a  disordered  society  col- 
lect to  threaten  the  liv.es  and  prey  upon  the  substance  of  our  people. 

Nor  can  we  help  feeling  a  cordial  sympathy  for  a  nation  struggling  for 
the  success  of  a  republican  form  of  government,  and  we  should  coante- 
nance  and,  as  far  as  proper,  aid  every  effort  made  by  them  for  the  a^ 
tainment  of  peace  and  the  steady  rule  of  law. 

But  whatever  our  good  wishes  toward  Mexico  may  be,  and  mttch  as 
we  are  interested  in  her  prosperity  and  peaceful  growth,  the  duty  of 
protection  to  our  own  citizens  must  be  the  first  subject  for  our  censid- 
eration. 

We  find  that  for  years  our  citizens  on  the  Mexican  border  have  been 
exposed  to  the  depredations  of  lawless  bands  invading  our  country  and 
finding  a  safe  asylum  in  Mexico  after  committing  tiieir  crimes.  Maoy 
lives  have  been  lost,  and  our  people  have  been  impoverished  by  constant 
robbery.  Justice  has  been  habitually  denied  them  on  the  Mexican  side, 
and  1^1  just  demands  on  the  part  of  our  government  for  redress  have 
met  with  indifference  or  stolid  apathy. 

While  the  Mexican  Government  has  professed  its  inability  to  stop  Uie 
lawless  depredations  on  our  people,  it  has  persistently  refused  to  agree 
to  any  measure  by  which  we  could  ourselves  provide  for  efficient  protec- 
tion and  for  the  punishment  of  the  robbers. 

During  this  time  American  citizens  living  in  Mexico,  and  followiog 
the  peaceful  avocations  of  commerce  or  industry  under  the  proteetioo 
of  treaties  and  of  such  laws  as  every  civilised  country  is  expected  to 
uphold,  were  repeatedly  injured  in  person  and  property.  Borne  suffered 
death,  others  cruel  imprisonment  without  cause ;  others  were  despoUed 
of  their  substance,  while  none  of  these  wrongs,  although  pressed  upon 
the  attention  of  the  Mexican  Oovernment,  were  punished  or  redressed* 
Treaty  stipulations  demanded  by  our  government  for  the  protection  of 
our  citizens  were  and  still  are  stubbornly  refused. 

This  is  the  condition  of  our  relations  with  Mexico  with  whic^  we  hare 
to  deal,  and  to  which  we  have  to  call  the  attention  of  Congress. 

In  entering  on  the  consideration  of  these  relations,  the  committee  de- 
voted their  attention  primarily  to  the  troubles  on  the  Mexican  border, 
which  was  the  subject  first  submitted  to  Congress,  and  which  has  opened 
the  entire  field  of  investigation.  But  we  could  not  go  far  in  this  in- 
quiry without  perceiving  the  intimate  connection  of  the  raids  Arom  Met* 
icau  territory  with  the  condition  of  the  Free  Zone  on  the  Mexican  side  of 


;hat  country.  Tb«  temporary  qnestioo  of  recognition  wa«  then 
ered,  and  Is  followed  b;  such  conclnsions  as  tbe  committee  have 
lat 

appendix  aecompaDying  tbe  report  will  be  foand  tocoutain  all 
1  papers  which  we  considered  important  for  a  fall  understanding 

sabiects  discnased. 


MEXICAN  BDEDEB  TROUBLES. 

raids  from  Mexico  on  the  Rto  Grande  border  are  a  matter  of  bis- 
Tbe  information  we  snbmit  to  the  honse  with  regard  to  them  is 
id  complete,  and  rests  npon  the  highest  order  of  evidence.  We 
it  BD  overwhelming  array  of  docnments  of  tbe  most  conclasive 
[Iter,  which  show  the  origin,  the  extent,  and  natnre  of  these  dep- 
ons  in  a  manner  which  places  tbe  subject  enEirely  above  the  re- 
nent  of  farther  proof. 

have  the  constant  and  regular  reports  of  the  military  commanders 
■  forces,  the  reports  of  federal  and  of  local  grand  jnriea,  of  mass- 
igs  of  moat  respectable  citizens,  the  official  statementa  of  the  gov- 
I  of  Texas,  of  the  legislature,  and  of  conventions  of  that  State, 
so  have  the  official  correspondence  of  our  Btat«  Department,  of 
inintBrs,  and  of  the  highest  authorities  of  Mexico.  We  have  the 
ges  of  onr  Presidents,  calling  the  attention  of  Congress  to  the 
ion  of  the  border,  and  the  reports  of  commissioners  appointed 
joint  resolution  of  Congress  to  investigate  these  matters  on  the 
r  where  they  occurred.  We  have,  also,  the  results  of  the  labors 
pecial  committee  appointed  by  tbe  last  Congress.  This  collectioD  . 
icial  documents  will  be  found  in  Appendix  B  of  this  report. 
I  testimony  of  the  wituesses  appearing  before  your  committee  we 
ipon  as  important,  mainly  as  corroborative  of  the  historical  facta 
ished,  and  as  showing  the  late  events  and  present  condition  of 
irder. 
sh  confasion  has  been  cansed  In  the  public  mind  by  a  want  of  geo- 
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Laredo  with  about  2,000.  Between  these  towns  there  are  nnmeroas 
ranches  on  the  river.  Opposite  the  State  of  TamaalipaSi  on  the  Texas 
side,  is  the  conntry  between  the  Bio  Orande  and  the  Nueces  River, 
which  before  the  independence  of  Texas  was  part  of  the  State  of 
Tamaulipas.  It  is  now  subdivided  into  the  counties  of  Cameroo, 
Hidalgo,  Starr,  Zapata,  Encinal,  Duval,  l^ueces,  and  portions  of  Live 
Oak,  McMullen,  La  Salle,  and  Webb  counties.  This  region  is  the 
theater  of  the  cattle-raids  from  the  State  of  Tamaulipas. 

Ascending  the  river  above  Laredo,  we  have  on  the  Mexican  side  the 
State  of  Goahuila,  and  on  the  Texas  side  the  upper  part  of  Webb,  and 
the  counties  of  Dimmit,  Frio,  Zavala,  Maverick,  Kinney,  and  Uvalde, 
which,  together  with  the  counties  farther  east  and  as  far  as  the  vicinity 
of  San  Antonio,  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  the  Bio  Orande,  have 
for  years  been  subject  to  the  Indian  raids  from  Goahuila. 

Above  this  region  there  is  a  wild,  broken,  and  mountainous  country 
on  both  sides  of  the  river.  On  the  Mexican  side  it  extends  through  the 
upper  part  of  the  State  of  Goahuila  and  the  lower  portion  of  the  State 
of  Ghibuahua  to  the  Mexican  town  of  Presidio  del  Norte.  This  is 
marked  on  the  Mexican  maps  as  unknown  country  ('<  tierra  descono- 
cida'')  and  is  uninhabited  except  by  roving  bands  of  Apache,  Mescalero, 
and  Lipan  Indians.  Only  one  settlement  is  to  be  found  in  this  tract, 
the  isolated  half  wild  Indian  and  Mexican  settlement  of  San  Garlos  on 
the  bank  of  the  river.  Opposite,  on  the  Texas  side  there  is  a  vast 
extent  of  wild  country  with  but  few  settlements,  traversed  by  the  road 
to  El  Paso,  on  which  are  the  military  posts  of  Gamp  Stockton  and  Fort 
Davis.  This  extensive  wilderness  extends  to  the  villages  of  San 
Elizario,  Isleta,  and  Franklin  on  the  Upper  Eio  Orande  opposite  the 
Mexican  city  of  El  Paso  del  Norte. 

CATTLEBAIDS  FROM  TAIJCAULIPAS. 

The  cattle-stealing  raids  and  outrages  on  the  Bio  Orande  may  be 
divided  into  two  classes : 

First,  those  occurring  between  its  mouth  and  Laredo,  committed  bj . 
Mexicans,  the  residents  of  Tamaulipas  and  part  of  Kuevo  Leon. 

Second,  depredations  committed  by  Indians  who  cross  the  Bio  Orande 
above  Laredo,  from  localities  near  the  settlements  in  the  State  of  Goa- 
huila where  they  are  harbored. 

In  order  that  this  distinction  may  be  kept  more  clearly  in  view  we 
shall,  in  this  report,  treat  separately  of  the  cattle-raids  from  Tamauli- 
pas on  the  Lower  Bio  Orande  and  the  Lidian  raids  on  the  Upper  Bio 
Orande. 

DESGBIPTION  OF  THE  COUNTEY. 

The  country  lying  between  the  Bio  Orande  and  Nueces  Biver  waS) 
previous  to  the  independence  of  Texas,  a  part  of  the  State  of  Tamaoli- 
pas.  It  was  distinguished  for  its  fine  pasturage,  and  its  large  stock- 
ranches  belonged  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  towns  situated  on  the  south 
side  of  the  Bio  Orande.  There  was  only  one  town,  Laredo,  on  the 
northern,  now  Texan,  bank  of  the  river. 

This  country,  after  the  war  of  independence  of  Texas,  was  disputed 
ground  claimed  by  Mexico,  and  not  until  the  treaty  of  Ouadalupe  Hi- 
dalgo, in  1848,  did  Mexico  recognize  the  Bio  Orande  as  the  boundary 
line.  The  people  of  Tamaulipas,  therefore,  have  always  claimed  that 
they  had  a  special  grievance  in  the  loss  of  this  part  of  their  State,  the 
commons  and  pasture-lands  of  their  towns. 
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This  tract  of  land  is  mostly  prairie,  and  has  an  average  width  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  miles,  extending  aoont  three  handred  miles  np  the 
Bio  Grande  from  its  month.  In  1835,  just  before  the  revolutionary  war 
of  Texas,  there  were,  according  to  the  assessments  of  the  townd,  three 
million  head  of  stock,  cattle,  horses,  and  sheep  on  these  plains.  Dur- 
ing the  progress  of  that  war,  nearly  all  the  inhabitants  abandoned  the 
country,  either  withdrawing  to  the  south  bank  of  the  river  by  order  of 
the  Mexican  generals,  or  keeping  near  the  river-bank  ready  to  cross,  as 
they  were  distrusted  and  disarmed  by  Mexico  and  treated  as  enemies 
by  Texas. 

Then  came  a  period  when  the  wild  Indians  made  their  forays  into  this 
deserted  country,  and  for  years  it  was  the  hunting-ground  of  the  '^  mus- 
tang hunters,"  wild  adventurers,  Americans,  Mexicans,  and  Indians, 
attracted  there  by  the  herds  of  wild  horses  and  cattle,  the  remnants  of 
the  former  stock-ranches.  This  was  the  condition  of  the  country  when 
General  Taylor's  army  marched  through  it  near  the  coast  in  1846. 

After  the  war  with  Mexico,  the  United  States  established  military 
posts  on  the  frontier,  and  the  State  of  Texas  kept  in  the  field  several 
companies  of  ^^  Bangers,"  for  protection  against  the  incursions  of  the 
Indians,  and  about  the  year  1856  Americans  began  settling  in  the 
countary,  purchasing  lands  from  the  old  owners  or  acquiring  the  unlo- 
cated  public  domain  under  the  laws  of  Texas.  They  were  remarkably 
prosperous  until  the  cattle-raids  began. 

HISTORY  OF  THE  BAIBS. 

The  cattle-raids  from  Tamaulipas  commenced  with  what  is  known  as 
the  ^^  Cortina  war,"  in  1859  and  1860.  This  was  a  most  remarkable  oc- 
currence, one  without  parallel  in  our  history :  A  single  lawless  ranchero 
with  a  band  of  friends  capturing  a  town  of  nearly  three  thousand  inhab- 
itants, and  not  only  defying  but  defeating  the  forces  of  the  State  of 
Texas,  and  then  carrying  on  a  war  against  the  combined  forces  of  the 
State  of  Texas  and  of  the  United  States,  maintaining  himself  for  up- 
wards of  five  months,  from  the  13th  of  July  to  the  27th  of  December, 
1859,  on  American  soil,  with  the  Mexican  fiag  flying  over  his  camp,  and 
then  retreating  across  the  Bio  Grande  ready  to  renew  the  fight.  Such 
was  the  remarkable  commencement  of  the  border  troubles  on  the  Bio 
Grande,  one  well  calculated  to  inspire  the  lawless  element  in  Mexico 
with  defiant  pride,  and  to  teach  our  own  people  the  extent  of  the  danger 
to  which  they  were  exposed,  and  their  dependence  for  safety  on  the 
strong  arm  of  their  government.  These  feelings  were  confirmed  and 
bcreased  when  the  l^ld  robber  and  outlaw,  who  was  under  numerous 
indictments  in  Texas  for  previous  murders  and  robberies,  and  who  had 
left  the  American  territory  in  defiant  warfare  with  the  United  States, 
was  deliberately  sent  by  the  Mexican  Government,  clothed  with  the 
high  ofiQce  of  general  of  the  army  and  governor,  back  to  the  very  scene 
of  his  outrages,  and  the  United  States  Government  quietly  submitted 
to  the  insult. 

An  interesting  account  of  this  border  war  will  be  found  in  the  of&cial 
report  of  Major  Heintzelman,  United  States  Army.  (Appendix,  p.  75.) 
As  to  its  results,  he  states  that — 

The  whole  ootrntry  from  Brownsville  to  Rio  Grande  City,  one  handred  and  twenty 
mikBy  aod  back  to  the  Arroyo  Colorado,  has  been  laid  waste.  There  is  not  an  Ameri- 
can, or  Miy  property  belonging  to  an  American,  that  conld  be  destroyed,  in  this  large 
tract  of  conntry.  Their  horses  and  cattle  were  driven  across  into  Mexico  and  thero 
toldy  a  cow  with  a  calf  by  her  side  for  a  dollar. 
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Daring  the  civil  war  in  the  United  States^  and  until  about  the  year 
1867,  there  was  a  period  of  comparative  peace  on  the  border,  with  the 
exception  only  of  the  revolutionary  fighting  on  the  Mexican  fiida 
The  Bio  Grande  border  became  the  only  open  inlet  into  the  Southern  Con- 
federacy, through  which  cotton  was  exported  in  immense  qoaotities  and 
vast  stores  of  merchandise  of  every  description  imported.  Matamoros 
became  an  important  market  for  the  commerce  of  the  world,  and  the 
whole  population  had  an  exceedingly  remunerative  employment  Both 
of  the  contending  political  parties  in  Mexico  favored  and  nursed  this 
profitable  trade,  which  yielded  them  large  returns  in  money.  Many  of 
the  Mexican  merchants  made  large  fortunes.  A  number  of  them  had 
their  business  houses  in  Texas,  and  mutual  profits  and  interests  created 
a  friendly  feeling. 

The  temi>orary  brisk  trade  which  had  then  sprung  up  on  the  Bio 
Grande  having  ceased  with  the  close  of  our  civil  war,  and  with  it  the 
legitimate  chances  of  employment  and  gain  for  the  population,  the  dis- 
banded soldiers  of  the  liberal  army,  who  returned  to  their  homes  at 
the  close  of  their  campaign  against  Maximilian,  resumed  piUagiug,  and 
cattle-stealing  from  Texas  became  again  their  regular  livelihood. 

In  1870  Cortina  returned  to  the  border  as  governor  and  military  com- 
mander. His  i>ower  was  supreme  and  despotic.  The  lawless  men  who 
in  increasing  numbers  gathered  around  him,  gained  through  him  the 
advantages  of  organization  and  political  power  on  their  own  soil,  and 
unlimited  license  to  plunder  on  the  Texas  side.  They  supported  him 
with  an  enthusiastic  devotion  which  gave  him  the  power  and  position 
which  in  a  country  perpetually  involved  in  civil  wars  naturally  falls  to 
the  leader  who  can  command  the  unhesitating  services  of  a  large  body 
of  warlike  followers.  He  became  individually  far  more  powerful  m 
that  locality  than  any  other  authority,  national  or  State. 

General  McOook,  United  States  Army,  wrote,  August  2, 1871,  that 
after  the  arrival  of  Oortina  and  his  troops  on  the  border,  raiding  increased 
tenfold,  and  further  said :  **  There  is  in  existence  on  the  frontier  a  sys- 
tem of  cattle-stealing  which,  if  persisted  in,  will  be  disastrous  to  the 
stock-raising  interest  of  Texas  and  may  lead  to  a  predatory  war  on 
either  side  of  the  river,  eventually  producing  a  conflict  between  the 
two  nations."    (Appendix,  p.  85.) 

There  were  many  raiders  besides  Cortina,  but  he  is  undoubtedly  the 
prominent  figure  of  those  times.  Had  our  government  not  been  ab- 
sorbed in  its  own  difficulties  after  the  civil  war,  it  is  not  probable  that 
it  would  have  suffered  a  criminal  of  such  notoriety,  and  who  had  so 
signally  manifested  his  hostility  to  our  government  and  people,  to  bare 
remained  in  power  and  official  position  on  our  border. 

At  last,  in  the  year  1875,  our  government  sent  additional  troops  to 
the  border,  and  some  armed  vessels  to  the  mouth  of  the  Bio  Grande. 
President  Lerdo  then  ordered  Cortina  to  the  city  of  Mexico,  and,  when 
he  resigned  his  commission  in  the  army  and  refused  to  obey  the  order, 
had  him  arrested  In  the  midst  of  his  troops  by  a  bold  stratagem  and 
conveyed  to  the  capital.  (Appendix,  p.  144.)  Cortina,  however,  sub- 
sequently escaped,  and  immediately  pronounced  against  the 'tyrant  ^ 
Lerdo,  and  in  favor  of  General  Porfirio  Diaz,  who  was  then  the  leiMler 
of  a  revolution  against  the  government.  (Appendix,  p.  198.)  Whenia 
the  course  of  the  revolution  General  Diaz  proceeded  to  the  Kio  Grande, 
Cortina  and  his  friends  gave  him  essential  material  assistance,  and  the 
revolutionary  forces  there  were  composed  in  great  part  of  tho  raiding 
and  smuggling  element  of  the  border. 

When,  at  a  later  period,  General  Servando  Canales,  an  old  enemy  of 
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Cortina,  obtafned  cooiinand  of  Tiunaulipas,  be  liad  Ck>rtiDa  arrested  by 
sarpriae,  put  bim  in  prison,  and  wonld  undoubtedly  bave  sbot  bim  bad 
not  General  Diaz,  wbo  bad  meanwbile  obtained  possession  of  tbe  gov- 
ernment, rescued  bim  and  bad  bim  conveyed,  under  guard,  to  tbe  city 
of  Mexico.  He  is  tbere  at  present,  barmless  for  tbe  moment,  and  until 
some  new  commotion  may  again  place  bim  ia  tbe  field. 

Tbe  cattle-raids  increased  steadily  in  frequency  and  boldness  from 
}871,  tbe  date  of  tbe  letter  of  Oeneral  McOook  tbat  we  bave  quoted, 
until  1875.  Murder  and  robberies  accompanied  them,  and  our  people 
on  tbe  frontier  seemed  to  be  g^iven  up  to  ruin.  Finally,  in  1875,  tbe 
raids  may  be  said  to  bave  culminated  in  what  was  known  as  tbe  *^  Cor- 
pus Cbristi  raid,^'  to  wbicb  we  sball  refer  more  particularly  bereafter. 
Since  that  outrage,  tbe  attention  of  tbe  President  and  df  Coagress  has 
been  given  to  the  precarious  condition  of  our  people  on  tbe  border,  tbe 
number  of  our  troops  stationed  there  has  been  increased,  and  better 
taeasures  of  defense  inaugurated. 

As  late  as  August,  1877,  however,  a  raid  by  an  armed  party  from 
Mexico  was  made  into  Bio  Grande  Oity,  who  broke  open  the  jail  and 
,  liberated  two  criminals,  shooting  the  deputy  sheriff  and  his  wife  and  tbe 
State  attorney. 

EXTENT  OF  THE  OATTLE-STEALINa. 

From  tbe  report  of  tbe  commissioners  appointed  under  joint  resolu- 
tion of  Congress  of  May  7, 1872,  we  find  that  the  assessment-roll  of 
1870  showed  an  ownership  in  the  counties  between  tbe  Bio  Orande  and 
Nueces  Bivers,  below  Laredo,  of  299,193  cattle  and  73,593  horses,  and 
that  the  stock-ranges  gave  subsistence  to  hundreds  of  thousands  of  cat- 
Ue  in  excess  of  tbe  assessed  number.  They  further  say  tbat  <<  tbe  evi- 
dence of  all  tbe  experts  examined  before  tbe  commission  establishes  the 
alarming  fact  tbat  in  this  region  tbe  number  of  cattle  to-day  is  between 
one-third  and  one-fourth  of  tbe  number  in  1866."    (Appendix,  p.  98.)    • 

This  report,  it  should  be  remembered,  was  made  in  1872.  In  March, 
1875,  after  the  raids  had  continued  several  years  longer  and  on  a  con- 
stantly-increasing scale,  a  joint  select  committee  of  the  State  legislature 
of  Texas  reported  tbat  on  tbe  Lower  Bio  Orande  tbe  depredations  bad 
been  committed  to  such  an  extent  tbat  only  10  per  cent,  remained  of  tbe 
vast  herds  of  cattle  tbat  had  covered  the  plains  adjacent  to  the  Mexican 
border.    (Appendix,  p.  115.) 

A  report  of  General  Steele,  adjutant-general  of  Texas  (Appendix,  p. 
139),  forcibly  corroborates  these  views. 

Mr.  Lowry,  an  American  living  in  Yallecillo,  Mexico,  writes  (House 
Ex.  Doc.  13,  Forty-fifth  Gong.,  first  session): 

Tbe  paaeiog  of  stolen  herds  of  cattle  from  Texas  is  of  so  common  occurrence  as  not 
to  excite  any  notice. 

Gaptain  McNally  reported  to  General  Potter,  December  14, 1875,  tbat 
in  seventeen  days  upward  of  two  thousand  head  of  cattle  had  been 
crossed  into  Mexico  by  tbe  raiders  (Appendix,  p.  147) ;  and  this  after 
tiie  stock  of  the  country  bad  been  reduced  by  more  than  eight  years  of 
^sonstant  stealing.    In  tbe  same  report  be  stated : 

I  am  in  poaseesion  of  positive  information  concerning  animals  stolen  from  the  people 
of  TejEsa  and  carried  into  Mexico.  I  can  name  ranches  in  that  oonntry  apon  whioh  can 
heibitiid  twenty:  thooaand  head  of  cattle  and  horses  stolen  from  Texas,  still  hearing 
the  braods  of  the  Texan  owners. 

In  bis  testimony  before  the  special  committee  of  the  Forty-fourth  Gon- 
j^ress.  Captain  McNally  stated  (Appendi^y  p.  170): 

The  stealing  of  cattle  is  estraordinary,  and  almost  past  belief. 
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MUBDEB  AND  OIHEB  GBDfBS. 

Altboagh  cattle-stealing  was  the  original  object  of  the  raids,  the  law- 
less bands  engaged  in  them  have  been  necessarily  led  to  the  perpetra- 
tion of  other  and  greater  crimes.  The  lawless  spirit  engendered  by 
their  trade,  and  their  own  protection,  caused  them  to  murder  travelers 
who  happened  to  meet  them  on  their  raids  and  those  whom  they  thought 
might  inform  against  them.  In  fact  their  raids  were  soon  turned  into 
general  robbery  and  murder. 

We  extract  a  few  statements  from  a  report  made  by  Captaiu  Pnring- 
ton,  United  States  Army,  to  General  Ord  (House  Rep.  343,  first  session 
Forty-fourth  Gong.,  page  100): 

At  the  taking  of  ClarksvUle,  at  the  moath  of  the  Bio  Grande,  they  kiUed  United 
States  Inspectors  Hammond  and  Phelps,  and  wounded  Inspector  Byan ;  sabseqnently 
they  killed  Inspectors  Dopont  and  McLanghlin. 

On  the  5th  of  Febmary,  1874,  a  man  named  John  Albertson,  traveling  with  bis 
family  near  the  county  line,  was  tied  up  by  Mexican  marauders,  robbed,  and  bis  wife 
subjected  to  horrible  outrage. 

On  the  9tb  of  May,  1874,  Peneschal  ranch  was  attacked,  and  John  M.  Fletcher,  M. 
Masters,  P.  F.  M.  Coakley,  and  H.  Hilger  were  murdered,  and  the  ranch  robbed  of  a 
large  sum  of  money  and  goods. 

On  the  27th  of  Februaiy,  1875,  a  party  of  armed  Mexicans  murdered  my  friend,  J.  S. 
Fnlton,  and  his  clerk  at  £1  Sauz,  Hidalgo  County,  robbing  his  store  and  the  post^ffice, 
and  recrossing  the  river  into  Mexico,  from  whence  they  came. 

Of  the  boldest  raid,  the  Corpus  Christi  raid  in  March,  1875,  in  which 
a  large  party  of  raiders  advanced  to  within  a  few  miles  of  Corpus  Christi, 
murdered  a  number  of  people,  made  numerous  prisoners,  burned  and 
plundered  stores,  &c.,  a  full  account  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix, 
pages  117  and  190.  Ten  of  the  robbers  were  arrested  on  their  return 
to  Mexico  in  Camargo  and  Mier,  taken  to  Saltillo,  and  dismissed  without 
trial  or  punishment. 

We  have  cited  only  a  few  cases  as  examples;  a  complete  list  of  the 
murders  that  have  become  known  will  be  found  iu  the  Appendix,  page 
162. 

The  petitions  of  the  citizens  of  the  border  made  in  1875  to  the  gov- 
ernor and  legislature  of  Texas,  to  the  United  States  authorities  aud 
Congress,  stated  that  they  had  ceased  to  complain  of  cattle-stealing, 
and  only  prayed  for  protection.  The  question  with  the  people  had  be- 
come one  of  existence,  not  of  pecuniary  loss. 

Deputy  Collector  Box,  of  Edinburg,  a  town  on  the  Bio  Grande,  in  a 
letter  to  General  Ord,  May  13, 1875,  said : 

In  fact  wCt  the  Americans  living  in  this  country,  live  all  the  time  in  dread.  It  has 
become  so  common  for  the  bandits  to  cross  the  river  and  murder  Americans,  that  we 
think  it  is  only  a  question  of  time  as  to  our  lives. 

GHABAOTEB  OF  THE  POPULATION  ON  THE  TEXAS  SIDE. 

The  great  mass  of  the  population  between  the  Bio  Grande. and  Nae- 
ces  Bivers,  in  Texas,  is  composed  of  people  of  Mexican  origiu,  the  pro- 
portion being  about  80  per  cent.  Only  at  Corpus  Christi  and  in  its 
vicinity  does  the  American  population  predominate.  Out  of  a  total 
population  of  about  thirty  thousand,  probably  not  more  than  four  thou- 
sand are  Americans,  which  appellation  there  includes  all  Unropeans, 
and  these  since  the  prevalence  of  the  raids  are  confined  to  the  towns. 

The  resident  Mexican  citizens  of  Texas  are  patriotic  and  respected. 
Some  of  them  have  been  members  of  the  legislature  of  Texas,  others 
have  held  military  command  under  the  S^x^>e.  Two  brothers,  OoL 
Santos  Benavides  and  Capt.  Befagio  Benavides,  of  Laredo,  have  at 
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Tarioas  times  distingdisbed  themselves  by  efiScient  service  against  tbe 
border  robbers,  and  have  repeatedly  severely  chastised  them.  Their 
troops  were  Mexican  citizens  of  Texas,  in  the  service  of  the  State. 

In  reference  to  this  population  the  committee  of  citizens  of  Browns- 
ville said  (see  their  report,  Appendix,  p.  195) : 

In  justice  to  oar  preponderating  popnlation  of  Mexican  origin,  we  cbeerfnlly  bear 
testimony  that  the  great  majority  of  them  are  honest,  industrious,  and  laborious  peo- 
ple, and  they  own  a  greater  part  of  the  soil  in  this  section  of  the  State,  upon  which 
tbey  graze  thonsands  npon  tnonsands  of  head  of  stock,  cattle,  horses,  mules,  and  sheep, 
and  they  suffer  yery  greatly  from  the  operations  of  the  cattle-thieves. 

Captain  McNally  says  in  regard  to  them  (Appendix,  p.  168) : 

I  do  not  know  of  any  Mexican  who  owns  a  ranch  on  this  side  of  the  river,  and  who 
lives  in  Texas,  whom  I  do  not  consider  to  be  a  good  citizen.  I  believe  they  are  all 
good  citiaeDs.  They  all  want  to  see  the  laws  enforced,  and  they  all  want  to  have  this 
raiding  broken  up ;  but  very  few  of  them  dare  take  an  active,  open  stand  in  the  matter. 
Tbey  are  very  right,  too,  for  it  would  be  very  dangerous  for  them  to  do  so. 

But  besides  tbe  resident  Mexican  population  there  is  another  equally 
Domerons  class  of  Mexicans  of  a  very  different  character.  These  are  a 
floating  popnlation  who  visit  the  ranches  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
temporary  employment.  They  live  by  herding,  driving  cattle  or  horses, 
sheep-shearing,  branding  cattle,  building  fences,  and  like  occupations. 
These  men  regard  Mexico  as  their  home,  many  living  sometimes  on  one 
nde  of  the  river  and  sometimes  on  the  other ;  others  are  fugitives  from 
Mexico,  or  deserters }  all  of  them  are  in  full  sympathy  and  accord  with 
the  raiders.  They  are  the  informers,  spies,  and  allies  of  the  robbers,  and 
often  join  them  in  their  raids.  We  find  it  repeatedly  stated  that  even 
among  Cortina's  body-guard,  the  worst  and  most  dangerous  of  the  raid- 
ers, there  were  men  who  were  well  known  to  have  resided  and  voted  on 
the  Texas  side.  It  can  be  easily  understood  how  the  presence  of  this 
nnmerons  class  of  vagrant  population  facilitates  the  operations  of  the 
raiders,  and  makes  pursuit  of  them  very  difficult.  They  advise  them  of 
the  places  where  they  can  readily  find  a  herd  of  cattle,  and  give  them 
all  the  information  necessary  to  elude  pursuit. 

CHABACTEB  OF  THE  POPULATION  ON  THE  MEXICAN  SIDE. 

On  the  Mexican  side  of  the  river  there  are,  in  the  larger  towns,  many 
of  the  old  popnlation  who  deplore  the  condition  of  the  society  in  wliich 
they  live.  But  we  are  informed  that  by  far  the  majority  of  the  people, 
and  the  ruling  class,  are  robbers,  smugglers,  and  thieves.  As  the  whole 
oammnnity  share  the  profits  of  the  raids,  they  have  all,  officers,  mer- 
chants, and  the  mass  of  the  people,  become  completely  demoralized. 
The  chances  for  easy  gains  and  the  immunity  from  punishment  has  col- 
lected in  that  paradise  of  robbers  a  popnlation  which  General  (^^  aptly 
compares  with  the  piratical  communities  that  formerly  made  their 
abodes  on  the  north  coast  of  Aftica.  They  cultivate  comparatively  small 
areas  of  land,  and  have  no  visible  means  of  support.  Large  numbers 
of  armed  men  are  found  about  every  ranch.  Oaptain  McNally  says: 
''They  live  solely  on  the  profits  of  their  enormous  stealing  of  cattle. 
They  do  not  work,  but  are  better  dressed,  better  armed  and  mounted, 
than  their  class  elsewhere  in  Mexico."  Mr.  Lowry,  an  American  geutle- 
ouui  who  had  charge  of  a  mine  in  Vallecillo,  complained  to  the  owners 
that  laborers  could  not  be  had,  as  all  former  laborers  had  turned  to  cattle- 
atealing. 

The  lawlefls  element  being  supreme  keep  local  authorities  of  their  own 
selection  in  power,  and  the  evidence  is  overwhelming  that  these  officials 
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oountenanoe  the  oattle-stealiQg.  We  have  portrayed  the  cbaraoter  of 
Cortina;  most  of  the  others  are  of  the  same  stamp.  The  American 
consul  at  Monterey  writes  that  the  raids  are  entirely  owing  to  the  demor* 
alized  condition  of  the  people  of  Tamaalipas  and  tilie  class  of  me*  who 
hold  office  in  that  State.  Most  of  the  witnesses  state  that  they  do  nol 
know  a  case  where  the  local  authorities  have  made  an  honest  effort  to 
stop  crime  or  return  stolen  property.  They  are,  however,  profuse  in 
promises  never  followed  by  performance.  General  Ord  states  (Hoaae 
Bep.  343,  Forty-fourth  Cong.,  first  session,  pages  33  and  97) : 

I  was  iDformed  by  a  gentleman,  formerly  of  the  United  States  Army  and  now  a  stock- 
raiser  on  the  border,  that  the  commandant  at  Mier  is  one  of  the  most  notorioos  cattle- 
raiders  and  bandits  in  the  country.  Ke  was  the  leader  of  the  band  that  mardeni 
Lovell,  in  May  last,  and  plundered  the  custom-house  at  Carizo. 

Major  Price,  United  States  Army,  in  his  evidence  before  yoar  com- 
mittee (Testimony,  p.  120)  states : 

There  are  in  the  town  of  Camargo  two  or  three  families  whom  I  have  met,  who  seem 
to  speak  in  an  apparent  undertone,  and  to  say  that  they  are  in  the  hands  of  thieves; 
that  their  mayor  and  authorities  ave  <^  that  class,  and  have  been  elected  by  that  dan, 
and  are  therefore  under  its  control ;  and  that  they  probably  might  have  done  better  if 
they  had  the  power  to  do  it.  But  they  have  no  control  whatever.  They  are  entirely 
cowed  by  the  others. 

CONDITION  OF  CUE  PEOPLE  ON  THE  BOBDEB. 

It  is  difficult  to  realize  the  condition  of  oar  people  on  the  border  dur- 
ing the  prevalence  of  these  raids.  But  those  who  take  the  troable  to 
examine  the  docaments  contained  in  Appendix  B  will  be  astoaoded  thst 
the  American  people  and  government  could  have  suffered  each  outragw 
on  their  own  territory  to  pass  unheeded. 

Oeneral  Ord  states  (Appendix,  p.  176) : 

The  raiders  were  so  frequently  in  possession  of  the  country  on  our  side  that  the  roads 
were  impassable  except  by  large  parties  or  under  escort.  The  Mexican  consul  at  San 
Antonio,  when  he  wanted  to  go  over  to  Camarffo  for  his  family,  asked  and  obtained 
from  me  an  order  for  an  escort ;  and  the  Cath<uio  bishop,  when  lie  yisited  his  people, 
adced  me  for  a  military  escort.  The  county  judge,  going  from  one  town  to  another, 
requested  a  military  escort.  It  was  unsafe  outside  of  the  towns,  and  it  was  impossible 
to  execute  the  laws  at  all.    •    •    * 

The  country  was  entirely  in  possession  of  the  cattle  raiders,  and  my  force  was  en- 
tirely inadequate  to  check  them,  or  to  drive  them  out  of  the  country.  *  •  *  Where 
they  discovered  that  iniormation  had  been  ^iven  of  their  movements,  they  murdered 
the  man  who  sent  it  and  the  boy  who  took  it. 

Captain  McNally,  who  commanded  a  company  of  State  troops,  a  man 
of  conspicnous  bravery  and  daring,  stated  to  the  special  committee  of 
the  Forty-fourth  Congress  (Appendix,  p.  168) : 

It  has  been  the  history  of  those  border  counties,  when  any  manj  Mexican  or  Ameri- 
ean,  has  made  himself  prominent  in  hunting  those  raiders  down,  or  in  orffaobiiiig  psr* 
ties  to  pursue  them  when  they  are  carrying  off  cattle,  he  has  been  either  fanoa  to 
move  from  the  ranch  and  come  into  town,  or  he  has  been  killed.  Quite  a  number  of 
Americans  have  been  killed  within  the  last  year  out  there,  and  also  quite  a  number  of 
Mexicans,  probably  twelve  or  fifteen,  ibr  that  offense  alone.  The  men  on  the  «feher  nde 
of  the  river  threaten  to  kill  them,  and  the  £ftct  is  known  publicly.  They  si^,  *^  We 
will  kill  that  man  within  a  week,''  and  the  report  is  heralded  abroad  over  the  cono^t 
andif  the  man  does  not  leave  they  usually  carry  their  threat  into  execution.  *  *  *  I 
am  willing  to  take  a  good  many  chances,  but  I  certainly  would  not  live  on  a  stock  lanch 
west  of  the  Nueces  River,  at  any  point  from  the  mouth  of  Devil's  River  to  the  month  of 
the  Rio  Grande.  I  think  that  the  risk  is  too  great — so  great  that  scarcely  any  «>»- 
pensation  would  pay  for  it.  My  position  in  command  of  a  company  of  troops  I  io  not 
consider  half  so  hazardouis  as  that  of  those  men  living  on  ranches. 

We  might  multiply  statements  to  the  same  effeet,  showing  the  ooodi- 
tion  two  years  ago  of  a  portion  of  oar  conntiy  which,  mice  its  inoor- 


RELATIONS   OF  THE   UNITED   STATES   WITH   IfEXIOO.  XI 

oration  in  the  Union  in  1845,  has  been  entitled  to  the  protection  of 
lis  government.  Had  one  hundredth  part  of  sooh  outrages  been  oon- 
itt^  for  ten  months,  instead  of  ten  years,  on  the  Canadian  border, 
le  robbers  would  have  been  exterminated  by  the  indignant  people  of 
le  United  States. 

POLICY  OF  OUB  GOVERNMENT. 

Temporizing  is  the  most  dangerous  method  of  dealing  with  evils  of 
le  character  we  have  thus  described.  A  alight  demonstration  of  power 
oald  have  stopped  them  in  their  incipiaicy,  and  Aey  would  never 
Ave  assumed  the  proportions  to  which  Aey  have  grown.  In  this  our 
ivemment  has  been  at  fault. 

We  knew,  or  might  have  known,  that  the  Mexican  Government  was 
10  weak  to  crush  the  evil,  even  if  they  desired  to  do  so.  Yet  they  would 
)t  confess  their  weakness,  because  it  would  have  offended  the  jealous 
ride  or  vanity  of  their  people,  and  the  leaders  might  thereby  have  been 
riitieally  mined.  This  difficulty  has  been  intimated  by  them,  and  our 
oveniment  should  have  acted  upon  the  intimation,  and  used  bold 
leasores.  Under  the  administratiim  of  President  Boehanan  not  only 
«ffe  our  troops  ordered  to  cross  the  river  in  pursuit  of  robbers,  and  did 
>  cross,  but  the  commanding  officer  in  Texas,  by  direction  of  the  Sec- 
stary  of  War,  notified  the  authorities  of  the  State  of  Tamaulipas  and 
r  the  town  of  Beynoaa  that  they  would  be  held  responsible  for  any  out* 
iges  committed  by  the  thieves  they  harbored,  and  he  ordered  tiie  offi- 
MTs  under  his  command  to  carry  this  determinatioa  into  execution, 
[ad  that  policy  been  agam  adopted  when  the  outrages  reeommeooed, 
either  the  Mexican  government  nor  ours  would  have  been  trool^d 
ith  the  formidable  raids  which  took  place  from  1870  to  1876,  and  hun- 
nds  of  lives  and  millions  of  dollars  of  property  would  have  been  saved 
)  our  people. 

But  our  government,  and  especially  Congress,  pursued  a  policy  oi 
ttonishiiig,  if  not  cniminal,  neglect. 

The  President  of  the  United  States,  in  his  annual  messages  in  1870, 
S71,  and  1872,  called  the  attention  of  Congress  to  the  condition  of 
Surs  on  the  border  and  to  the  Free  Zone. 

In  his  annual  message,  December  7, 1875,  first  session  Forty*fourth 
lengress,  he  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  Free  Zone  still  ^*  remains 
I  full  operation,''  and  speaking  of  the  border  raids  he  said : 

BepredatioDB  by  armed  bands  from  Mexico  on  the  people  of  Texas  near  the  frontier 
mtiooe.  Though  the  main  object  of  these  inonrsions  is  robbery,  they  frequently  resolt 
I  ibe  mmder  ofonarmed  and  peaeeably-dispoeed  persovis,  and  in  some  instances  even 
be  United  fiiatet  poat-offioes  and  mail  oommonications  have  been  attacked.  Benewed 
emonstrancea  npon  this  subject  have  been  addressed  to  the  Mexican  government,  bnt 
rithoQt  much  apparent  effect.  The  military  force  of  this  government  disposable  for 
Brrice  in  that  qnarter  is  quite  inadequate  to  effectually  guard  the  line,  even  at  those 
oiBis  where  the  inenrtioDs  are  usaally  made. 

ITotwitbstanding  these  continued  representations  of  the  President, 
k>Dgre8s  gaTC  no  attention  to  the  subject  further  than,  in  the  second 
ession  Forty-second  Congress,  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  a  com- 
lissioQ  to  inquire  into  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  depredations  on  the 
order.  Bnt  though  that  commission  made  a  very  fall  and  most  start- 
Qg  report  no  attention  whatever  was  giren  to  it  by  Congress. 
The  House  of  Bepresentatives,  in  the  first  session  Forty-fourth  Con- 
fess, appointed  a  special  committee  to  inquire  into  the  border  troubles, 
beir  report  (H.  Beport  343,  Forty  fourth  Congress,  first  session)  at- 
aeted  sufh^ient  attention  to  cause  the  number  of  our  troops  on  t\\A 
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border  to  be  iDcreaeed,  though  the  measures  proposed  by  the  committee 
were  not  fally  adopted. 

Sioce  that  time  there  has  been  a  state  of  comparative  qoiet.  Some  ot 
the  witnesses  who  have  testified  before  ns  ascribe  it  to  the  fact  that 
there  are  very  few  cattle  left  to  steal.  Still  there  is  no  donbt  that  there 
has  been  an  improvement  in  the  condition  of  affairs  on  the  border, 
dne  to  the  presence  of  a  large  force  of  onr  troops  and  their  increased 
e£Elciency. 

Since  the  accession  of  General  Diaz  to  power,  in  November,  1876,  we 
have  reason  to  believe  that  he  has  made  exertions  to  bring  abont  quiet 
on  the  border.  He  has  been  anxious  for  recognition  by  onr  governmeDt., 
and,  no  doubt,  has  therefore  been  annoyed  by  the  irritation  caused  by 
the  raids.  But  his  efforts  to  suppress  them  have  been  greatly  crippled 
by  the  inherent  weakness  of  a  government  brought  into  power  by  snc- 
cessful  revolution,  and  liable  at  any  moment  to  be  overthrown  in  tbe 
same  manner.  Ever  aware  of  a  strong  party  in  opposition,  waiting  only 
for  a  favorable  moment  to  rise  in  arms  against  it,  a  government  of  so 
little  stability  cannot  afford  to  incur  the  hostility  of  a  dangerous  element 
like  the  turbulent  people  of  Tamaulipas.  It  is  stated  on  good  authority 
that  the  intentions  of  Oeueral  Diaz  have  been  greatly  hampered  by 
promises  and  connections  made  while  he  was  on  the  border  organizing 
his  revolution. 

This  was  demonstrated  by  the  latest  outrage  committed  on  that  part 
of  the  border,  and  the  events  succeeding  it.  From  the  report  of  this 
affair  made  by  tbe  sheriff  of  Starr  County  (Appendix,  p.  338),  it  appears 
that  on  the  night  of  August  12, 1877,  a  party  of  armed  Mexicans  creased 
the  river  and  attacked  the  jail  of  Starr  County,  shot  down  the  jailer  and 
his  wife,  the  guard,  and  the  county  attorney,  and  liberated  two  noted 
criminalB  confined  in  the  jail. 

At  that  time  the  commanding  general  of  our  troops  in  Texas  bad 
orders  to  follow,  raiders  across  the  border  on  a  fresh  trail.  Not  having 
an  adequate  force,  however,  to  make  that  attempt  in  the  foce  of  a 
numerous  enemy,  he  concluded  that  the  matter  had  better  be  left  to 
diplomacy,  and  advised  Governor  Hubbard  to  make  a  requisition  for 
the  extradition  of  the  criminals,  under  the  extradition  treaty.  As  we 
shall  take  up  the  subject  of  the  extradition  treaty  more  at  length  here- 
after, we  will  only  say  here  that  bat  three  criminals  out  of  the  twdve 
were  delivered  upon  the  requisition.  General  Diaz  gave  positive  orders 
to  arrest  and  deliver  all  the  parties  concerned,  but  it  was  never  done. 
His  orders  were  no  doubt  sincere ;  but  the  fact  remains,  and  speaks 
volumes  as  to  the  power  exercised  there  by  the  central  government, 
that  they  were  disobeyed,  and  are  now  forgotten.  The  action  of  the 
Mexican  authorities  in  this  instance  is  very  clearly  and  forcibly  stated 
in  a  communication  from  tbe  governor  of  Texas  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  October  10, 1877,  which  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix,  p.  334. 

We  have  remarked  that  there  has  been  for  more  than  a  year  a  condi- 
tion of  comparative  safety  and  quiet  on  the  border.  General  Ord,  how- 
ever, stated  in  his  testimony  before  the  committee  that,  in  his  opinion, 
the  causes  of  the  raids  are  not  removed  on  the  Mexican  side,  that  the 
condition  of  society  is  the  same,  and  that  only  the  presence  of  onr 
troops  and  the  knowledge  of  the  fact  that  they  have  orders  to  cross  in 
pursuit  of  raiders  has  kept  matters  quiet. 

INDIAN  BAIDS. 

Above  the  town  of  Piedras  l^egras  and  some  distance  from  the  Bio 
Grande,  outside  of  the  Mexican  border  settlements,  the  Indian  tribes  of 


mitted  freqaent  murders,  and  stole  numerous  herds  of  horses.  The 
itry  between  San  Antonio  and  the  Kio  Grande  is  peculiarly  adapted 
■aising  horses,  and  many  of  the  residents  had  valuable  ranches  for 
purpose.  The  continual  raids  of  the  Indians,  however,  iu  time 
:e  up  the  business  entirely,  and  made  it  difficult  for  the  inhabitants 
eep  even  work  and  saddle  horses. 

r.  Scbuchardt,  United  States  commercial  agent  at  Piedras  Negras, 
e  in  1871  (Appendix,  p.  203) :  } 

m  informed  that  in  SaltiUo,  Parras,  and  Alamo  de  Parras  there  is  an  Immense 
«r  of  Taloable  American  horsee  obtained  throagh  the  raids  into  Texas  by  the 
^poos,  the  Indians  knowing  very  weU  that  once  across  the  Bio  Grande  into  Mexi- 
erritory,  thej  are  ont  of  reach  of  their  pursuers,  and  so  always  escape  punishment. 

sequent  murders  naturally  accompanied  these  robberies.  The  Mexi- 
\  became  the  beneficiaries  of  all  these  raids.  They  fitted  ont  the 
ans  for  their  forage,  purchased  the  stolen  horses  for  a  trifle,  and 
e  tiiem  into  the  interior  of  Mexico  for  sale. 

1871  Congress,  moved  by  the  petitions  and  representations  of 
IS,  appropriated  $25,000  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  the  Kickapoos 
:  to  their  reservations  in  the  United  States,  and  agents  were  sent 
9  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  persuade  them  to  return.  But 
e  the  Mexican  National  Government  favored  the  removal,  all  their 
is  were  thwarted  by  the  interference  of  the  Mexican  local  authori- 
who  were  loath  to  lose  the  profitable  trade  caused  by  their  presence, 
le  raids  continued  and  assumed  more  formidable  proportions.  Gen- 
Sherman  reported  to  the  Secretary  of  War  in  November,  1871 
pendix,  p.  208) : 

Bse  sudden  irruptions  from  Mesioo  have  been  of  frequent  occurrenoe. 

soewed  representations  being  made  to  the  Mexican  Government 
1  regard  to  its  responsibility  for  the  acts  of  Indians  owing  her  alle- 
ce,  Mr.  Mariscal,  Mexican  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  finally,  in  1872, 
ed  the  assistance  of  the  Mexican  Government,  if  a  new  attempt 
dd  be  made  to  remove  the  Kickapoo  Indians,  and  promised  to  pre« 
i  any  efforts  by  the  local  authorities  against  such  removal. 
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oattle-raicU  from  Tamaulipas  decreaaed  aod  were  cbedked  1^  the  pres- 
enoe  of  oar  troops  on  the  border  in  1876,  these  Indian  raids  broke  out 
again,  perpetrated  by  the  remnants  of  the  Kickapoos  and  by  the  Meaca- 
lero  and  Lipan  Indians. 

We  qnote  a  fcw  statemants  regarding  several  of  these  raida. 

Oolonel  Shafter,  United  States  Army,  in  his  report  March  9, 1877 
(Appendix,  p.  235),  said : 

Since  the  Ist  of  October,  1876,  there  have  been  killed  by  parties  of  Indians,  that  hare 
been  followed  from  the  scene  of  ttie  mnrder  to  the  Rio  Grande,  serenteen  Bien,  and 
the  arms  and  horses  taken  from  the  mardered  men  have  l>een  openly  offered  for  lale 
in  the  town  of  Saragossa,  Mexioo.  Since  the  30th  of  December^  1876,  there  have  ben 
taken  from  within  ten  miles  of  Fort  Clarke  two  large  droves  of  horses,  abont  ooe  ban 
dred  in  all,  and  at  least  three  hnndred  head  of  cattle  in  the  two  raids. 

On  the  24th  of  April,  1877^  Colonel  Shafter  again  reported  (Appeo- 
diXy  p.  240) : 

Party  of  thirty-five  Indians  and  Mexicans  raided  through  Qaihi,  Hondo,  and  Kev 
Fountain  last  night-,  carrying  off  two  hnndred  head  of  horses. 

Those  only  who  have  lived  on  the  frontier  and  seen  them,  can  have 
an  adequate  idea  of  what  an  Indian  raid  is.  The  mere  ennmeration  of 
the  number  of  persons  killed  and  the  horses  stolen  conveys  no  idea  of 
the  detail  of  horrors  and  of  t^e  terror  esxmed  amoo^  the  people.  We 
qnote  from  a  letter  written  to  your  committee  by  S.  D.  Freeman,  for- 
merly surgeon  United  States  Army,  in  regard  to  one  of  the  raids 
spoken  of  by  Colonel  Shafter  in  the  last  official  roport  that  we  have 
qnoted: 

I  was  with  General  Kane,  October,  November,  and  December  of  1676.  It  was  ex- 
pressly for  the  purpose,  as  I  understood,  of  examininf^  into  the  facts  of  the  Mescslero- 
Lipan  raid  that  General  Kane  went  oyer  the  ground  which  it  followed^  f«esh^  after 
its  occurrence.  I  do  not  believe  that  any  persons  saw  or  knew  as  much  about  it  as 
our  party  did. 

I  understood  that  the  highest  number  reported  by  the  United  States  anthoritiee  m 
Tiotims  of  that  raid  was  thirteen ;  but  I  recollect  distinctly  that  we  connt^Ml  np,  io- 
oluding  herders  found  killed  in  the  mes^uite  thickets^  eighteen — that  is^  jeifjiiieea 
whose  bodies  had  been  found— twenty-one  including  missing. 

It  was,  as  far  as  we  observed,  the  most  cruel  killing  conceivable.  General  Kane 
thought  it  was  solely  Indians'  work.  •  *  •  One  witness  we  examined  had  seen 
the  burning  of  a  house,  where  they  bnmt  an  old  gentleman  and  lady  aUve,  afttf 
diooting  their  son  down  on  the  front  porch.  Another,  a  boy,  had  mn  away  when  his 
family  was  first  attacked,  and  the  last  he  had  seen  of  his  mother  they  were  paUisg 
her  stockings  off;  they  flayed  one  of  that  family,  it  was  said,  half-way  down  to  the 
middle.  Numbersof  the  victims  of  the  raid  we  found  ^ere  respectable  people.  *  ^  * 
One  was  a  woman  school-teacher ;  the  other  a  colporteur  or  book-agent ;  they  lassoed 
an  old  gentleman,  and  dragged  him  at  the  saddle-bow  until  his  arm  separated  from 
the  body. 

There  is  so  much  contradiction  on  these  subjects,,  let  me  suggest  a  point  which  year 
Congressional  researches  ought  to  bring  out.    In  all  the  countiy  where  the  raiding 

foes  on,  on  either  side  of  the  Rio  Grande,  people  of  any  mark  do  not  dare  to  testify, 
or  a  man  to  tell  the  truth,  and  remain  in  that  country,  are  two  things  that  oanmt 
go  together. 

PURSUIT  OP  RAIDERS. 


From  the  very  beginning  of  the  raids  both  Iroin  Tamaulipas  and  from 
Coahnila,  one  of  the  worst  features  has  been  the  safe  asylum  which  the 
raiders  have  fonnd  on  the  Mexican  side  of  the  river.  From  the  caution 
and  secrecy  which  they  preserved  in  coming  into  Texas,  and  the  great  ra- 
pidity of  their  movements  after  obtaining  possession  of  the  stolen  stodE,it 
has  been  found  impossible  to  overtake  and  pnnish  them  without  following 
them  across  the  Bio  Grande.  Such  was  the  case  on  the  Lower  Kio 
Orande  with  the  cattle-raiders  firom  Tamaulipas ;  and  it  has  been  Ailly 
as  difficult,  if  not  more  so,  to  guard  against  the  Indian  raiders  on  tb^ 
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dpper  Bio  Grande,  who,  as  they  mostly  stole  horses  and  but  seldom 
cattle,  were  still  more  rapid  in  their  movements. 

In  a  letter  of  Governor  Coke,  vindicating  orders  which  he  had  given 
to  Captain  Benavides,  in  eommand  of  State  troops,  to  cross  the  river 
wh^i  in  pnrsait  of  raiders,  he  ennnciated  the  incontrovertible  doctrine 
that— 

It  is  beeanse  each  state  or  nation  has  nndertakento  restrain  its  people  Arom  makinft 
war  on  the  people  of  its  neighbors  that  the  Uiw  of  nations  forbids  an  armed  force  from 
one  entering  tne  territory  of  another.    The  right  of  immunity  grows  ont  of  and  de- 

Cds  upon  the  performance  of  this  duty,  which  each  power  owes  to  the  other. 
Btate  has  surrendered  the  right  of  defense  of  its  people  in  its  own  way  against  ag- 
gression flnom  neighboring  states  or  people,  except  upon  the  promise  and  performance 
of  the  great  dnty  toward  itself,  which  all  nations  owe  each  other,  of  so  governing  their 
people  as  that  they  shall  not  depredate  or  malce  war  upon  other  nations,  or  any  of  their 
people  or  territory.  I  apprehend  that  international  conrtesy,  comity,  and  amity  have 
aever  been  reqnirad  by  the  law  of  nations  to  be  carried  to  tne  romantic  extent  of  snr- 
rendering  the  great  natural  right  of  self-defense  against  the  constant  iniiction  of  serious^ 
permaoMit,  and  wrongfhl  injury  upon  the  people  of  one  nation  by  those  of  another, 
although  tlie  attack  may  be  unauthorised  by  the  government  of  the  territory  from 
which  it  comes. 

In  the  Cortina  war  Major  Heintzelman,  United  States  Army,  sent 
troops  across  the  river,  and  becoming  involved  in  a  correspondence 
with  the  Mexican  General  Garcia,  who  protested  against  it,  he  cut  short 
the  hair  splitting  discussion  by  this  final  sentence : 

There  are  other  facts  which  I  might  adduce,  but  it  is  unnecessary  to  enlarge  discus 
non,  as  I  am  here  with  my  forces  for  the  purpose  of  dispersing  these  outlaws  and  de- 
fending the  frontier  from  further  outrages. 

Col.  K.  £.  Lee,  United  States  Army,  in  writing  the  same  Gooeral 
Garcia,  defined  the  position  still  more  clearly  (Appendix,  p.  84) : 

I  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  I  have  been  directed  by  the  honorable  Secretary  of 
Wsr  e?  the  GoTemment  of  the  United  States  to  notify  the  Mexican  authorities  on  the 
Eio  Grande  that  they  most  brealc  up  and  disperse  the  bands  of  banditti  oouoemed  in 
the  ootn^es  agunst  the  persons  and  property  of  American  citizens.  I  shall  therefore 
ooQsider  it  my  duty  to  hold  them  responsible  for  its  faitfiiul  performance. 

Secretary  Fish  repeatedly  informed  the  Mexican  Government  that  oar 
troops  would  have  to  cross  if  that  govanment  could  not  stop  the  raids. 
He  was  answered  by  excuses  which  entirely  admitted  the  inability  of 
that  government  to  prevent  the  continual  peipetration  of  these  crimes. 
Mr.  Lafragna,  t^e  Mexican  minister  of  fordgn  affoirs,  in  an  interview 
with  oar  minister,  Mr.  F6ster,  gave  three  reasons  why  his  government 
eoald  ffiot  send  troops  to  the  boMer.  First,  that  the  troops  would  desert  ^ 
leeond,  the  in ternal^  condition  of  the  oonntry  rendered  it  impossible ;  and, 
tkird,  the  state  of  the  national  treasury  would  not  permit  the  expense, 
is  there  were  always  more  immediate  and  (to  thenft)  more  pressing  de- 
mande. 

All  the  reports  of  oar  officers  on  the  border  have  concurred  in  the  im- 
possibility of  a  thorough  defense  against  the  raids  without  the  crossing 
of  the  river  by  our  troops  in  pursuit  of  the  raiders. 

It  was  a  consideration  of  all  these  circumstances  that  forced  the 
special  committee  of  the  Forty-fourth  Congress  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  aathority  for  our  troops  to  follow  the  raiders  into  Mexico  was  an 
essential  and  necessary  measure  of  defense,  and  they  recommended  that 
SDch  authority  be  given.    (Appendix,  p.  160.) 

Ckmgress  took  no  final  action  on  their  report,  and  the  same  causes 
that  then  impressed  the  necessity  for  the  measnre  they  recommended^ 
have  continued  in  operation. 
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asylum  for  robbers  and  criminals.  Every  country,  however,  can  right- 
fully offer  an  asylum  to  political  refugees.  The  cases  are  altogether 
different,  and  even  the  extradition  treaty  of  1861  especially  guards  the 
exception  in  cases  of  political  refugees. 

We  have  already  shown,  and  shall  have  occasion  further  to  prove, 
the  strong  influence  of  the  turbulent  population  of  Tamaulipas  and  Coa- 
huila  on  the  policy  of  the  Mexican  Government.  We  make  all  allow- 
ance for  the  political, dependence  of  that  government  on  that  people. 
We  moreover  appreciate  that  those  people  prefer  to  commit  their  rob- 
beries unpunished,  and,  therefore  strongly  object  to  the  crossing  of  oar 
troops.  But  we  cannot  see  how  our  government  can  place  itself  in  such 
a  position  that  the  very  robbers  who  depredate  on  our  people,  and  those 
who  harbor  the  robbers,  should,  speaking  through  the  month  of  their 
government,  prescribe  to  us  our  mode  and  manner  of  defense  against 
them. 

Our  action  on  these  matters  must  not  be  governed  by  mistaken  views 
of  the  magnanimity  that  should  be  exercised  by  a  strong  power  toward 
a  weak  one.  We  must  not  confound  the  position  of  governments  with 
the  acts  and  position  of  individual  citizens.  Our  complaints  do  DOt 
arise  in  this  instance  from  acts  of  the  government.  We  must  remem- 
ber that  a  weak  government,  like  that  of  Mexico,  makes  strong  factions, 
and  its  very  weakness  strengthens  the  turbulent  and  lawless  elements. 
The  power  of  a  government  as  to  its  own  people  is  mainly  restrictive, 
and  the  weakness  of  the  restrictive  power  of  the  Government  of  Mex- 
ico is  the  strength,  physical  and  moral,  of  the  lawless  bands  we  have  to 
deal  with.  On  the  other  hand,  our  citizens,  scattered  with  their  flocks 
and  herds,  their  only  property,  over  a  large  extent  of  country,  their 
lives  and  property  supposed  to  be  protected  by  their  government,  can 
derive  but  little  consolation  from  the  fact  that  the  bands  of  robbers 
plundering  them  and  threatening  their  lives  and  the  lives  of  their  fami- 
lies belong  to  a  country  whose  collective  power  is  weak  as  compared 
with  that  of  their  own  government.  Magnanimity  in  this  case  is  cruel 
indiflierence.  The  possession  of  power  cannot  serve  as  an  excuse  for 
neglecting  the  duty  of  exercising  it  in  the  defense  of  our  citizens. 

The  Mexican  authorities  have  frequently  promised  the  co-operation 
of  their  troops  on  the  Eio  Grande  to  break  up  the  raids;  but  these 
promises  appear  to  have  been  made  simply  to  induce  us  to  withhold  par- 
suit  across  the  river  by  our  own  troops,  as  we  cannot  find  that  they 
have  fulfilled  such  promises. 

After  the  raid  on  Kio  Grande  City  in  August,  1877,  General  Ord  ap- 
pealed to  General TreviUp,  commanding  the  Mexican  forces,  to  cooper- 
ate  in  the  arrest  of  the  raiders.  General  Treviiio,  in  his  reply,  which 
was  communicated  to  General  Ord,  said : 

I  have  told  yon  that  the  government  of  my  country  will  ase  snch  means  as  she  has 
at  hand  to  give  protection  to  the  residents  in  Mexican  territory,  but  it  will  not  be  pos- 
sible to  take  care  also  and  insure  the  same  security  to  the  pueblos  of  foreign  territorj. 
(H.  Ex.  Doc.  13,  45th  Cong.,  Ist  sess.,  p.  112.) 

Major  Schofieldy  United  States  Army,  in  a  report,  August  20, 1877, 
stated  (Appendix,  p.  271) : 

From  the  foregoing  it  will  be  seen  that  this,  our  third  effort,  recently  made  toeecnie 
a  joint  pursuit  of  Indians  and  Mexicans  with  stolen  stock  in  their  possession,  and  vbo 
were  running  this  stock  away  into  the  mountains  of  Mexico,  has  failed.  In  my  opiD- 
ion  any  similar  efforts  that  may  be  made  in  the  future  will  likewise  fail,  as  I  do  not 
believe  the  Mexican  authorities  will  consent  to  our  troops  crossing  over  to  join  io 
such  pursuit,  or,  if  they  do  consent,  will  thwart  the  enterprise  in  some  way,  as  tbey 
have  done  up  to  the  present  time. 
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On  the  15th  of  December,  1877,  a  namber  of  horses  were  stolen  and 
driven  into  Mexico.    Lieutenant  Ward,  United  States  Army,  was  sent 
in  porsnit  of  the  robbers.    A  Mexican  subaltern  officer,  assuming  that 
the  orders  of  his  government  for  co-operation  were  given  in  good  faith, 
invited  Lieutenant  Ward  to  cross  the  river  with  his  men  and  join  him 
in  following  the  trail  of  the  marauders.    This  action  of  the  Mexican 
officer  was  accepted  as  an  indication  of  sincerity  on  the  part  of  his  gov- 
ernment in  its  promises,  and  was  reported  by  General  Ord  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  and  favorably  commented  on  by  the  entire  press  of  our 
country.    The  sequel  of  this  affair  is  not  so  generally  known.    Secre- 
tary Evarts  on  being  informed  of  the  occurrence  instructed  oor.  minister, 
Mr.  Foster,  to  express  to  the  Mexican  authorities  the  gratification  of 
our  government.    But  on  the  very  day  before  Mr.  Foster  received  these 
iDStrnctions,  orders  issued  by  the  Mexican  minister  of  war  and  addressed 
to  the  commanding  officer  on  the  line  of  the  Bio  Grande  were  officially 
published,  in  which  the  latter  was  directed  to  ascertain  who  the  officer 
was  who  had  permitted  the  passage  of  American  troops,  in  order  that 
a  severe  example  might  be  made  of  the  gailty  offender.    (Appendix,  p. 
458.)    It  is  very  evident  that  further  reliance  upon  co-operation  on  the 
part  of  the  Mexican  aathorities  would  be  misplaced,  as  all  experience 
has  also  shown  that  reliance  uiK)n  them  for  the  pursuit  or  punishment 
of  raiders  is  futile  and  absurd. 

THE  SAN  EL1ZARIO  MURDERS. 

The  recent  disturbances  at  San  Elizario,  in  £1  Paso  County,  Texas' 
ending  with  the  murder  of  a  number  of  Americans  by  a  mob  of  several 
handred  Mexicans,  a  detailed  account  of  which  is  found  in  the  appen- 
dix (page  284,)  have  lately  been  the  subject  of  investigation  by  a  special 
commission,  whose  report  has  not  yet  been  made.  We  will,  therefore, 
not  enter  into  this  matter  until  such  further  information  shall  have  been 
obtained. 

But  one  feature  of  these  events  it  is  well  to  call  atteution  to.  For 
many  years  troops  have  been  stationed  upon  that  portion  of  the  border, 
and  the  relations  of  the  people  on  both  sides  have  been  invariably 
friendly  and  peaceable.  Nq  sooner,  however,  had  the  troops  been 
removed  from  Fort  Bliss  and  Fort  Quitman  last  summer,  when  at  once 
difficulties  commenced  which  took  the  deplorable  form  that  has  been 
described,  and  ended  in  the  murder  of  a  number  of  our  citizens  and  the 
pillage  of  their  stores  and  houses.  We  are  informed  that  a  removal  of 
the  troops  who  have  since  been  sent  there  would  now  result  in  the  forced 
abandonment  of  that  region  by  Americans.  Thus  it  is  clearly  demon- 
strated that  a  permanent  military  force  on  the  border  is  the  only  guar- 
aatee  for  peace.  The  local  and  immediate  cause  of  the  disturbances  in 
the  present  instance  may  have  been  a  dispute  about  salt- lakes;  at  other 
points  it  may  be  the  robbery  of  horses  or  cattle ;  but  whatever  the  cause 
may  be,  all  experience  along  the  whole  border  proves  the  necessity  for 
the  maintetaauce  there  of  a  strong  military  defense. 


THE  MEXICAN  FEEE  ZONE. 

In  March,  1858,  Ramon  Guerra,  governor  ad  interim  of  Tamaulipas, 
by  virtue  of  an  act  of  the  legislature  of  that  State,  issued  a  decree 
authorizing  the  introduction  of  foreign  goods  into  the  city  of  Matamoros, 
aud  tbe  other  towns  on  the  Bio  Bravo  (Bio  Grande),  Beynosa,  Camargo^ 
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Mier,  Gaerrero,  and  Monterey  Laredo  (New  Laredo),  and  their  jurisdic 
tioos,  free  from  all  duties  except  municipal  taxes. 

Tbis  was  the  origin  of  the  Zona  LibrCj  or  free  belt,  so  called  beeaoae 
it  established  a  belt  along  the  Bio  Grande  the  entire  length  of  the  State 
of  Tamauliims,  into  which  goods  could  be  imported  free  of  duty.  The 
object  expressed  in  the  decree  was  to  prevent  the  decay  of  the  towns  of 
the  northern  frontier  of  Mexico.  The  towns  on  the  op))osite  side  of  the 
river,  in  Texas,  were  then  flourishing  and  rapidly  increasing  in  trade 
and  population,  and  it  was  feared  that  all  the  local  trade  would  move 
from  the  Mexican  over  to  the  Texan  towns. 

It  was  a  revolutionary  act,  a  violation  of  the  constitution  of  Mexico, 
hostile  to  the  national  government,  whose  revenues  it  annulled,  and 
hostile  to  the  other  ports  of  entry  in  Mexico,  against  which  it  estob^ 
lished  a  ruinous  competition.  But  it  gave  the  merchants  of  the  tosrofl 
on  the  3fexican  sideof  the  river  such  an  advantage  over  the  m^*chant80Q 
the  American  side  that  competition  was  impossible,  and  trade  became 
at  once  predominant  on  the  Mexican  side.  One  of  the  articles  of  the 
decree  permitted  all  merchants  from  the  American  side  of  the  river  to 
move  over  with  tbeir  entire  stocks  of  goods  without  the  payment. of 
any  duty  thereon.  Although  provision  was  made  for  the  payment  of 
duties  on  merchandise  passing  out  from  the  '^  belt"  into  Mexico,  and 
across  the  river  into  Texas,  it  is  evident  that  an  immense  facility  was 
opened  for  smuggling  out  of  the  '^  belt"  over  the  long  unguarded  lines 
through  the  wilderness.  In  article  8  of  the  decree  Governor  Gaerra 
declared  that,  to  ''  prevent  this  privilege  from  being  converted  into  a 
shameful  smuggling  traffic,  it  should  be  considered  the  duty  of  every 
citizen  voluntarily  to  become  a  sentinel,  constantly  on  the  watch  to  pre- 
vent smuggling."  Tbis  appeal  to  the  civic  virtues  of  the  people  seems 
to  have  been  the  only  precautionary  measure  taken  to  prevent  the 
^'  shameful  smuggling  traffic." 

The  transfer  of  the  trade  from  the  American  to  the  Mexican  side  of 
the  river  was  largely  accomplished  and  would  have  been  complete  hat 
for  the  fear  of  the  chronic  anarchy  and  revolution  in  Mexico.  Smnggling 
became  the  rule  of  business.  Both  the  Mexican  and  United  States 
revenue  was  defrauded. 

The  question  of  the  free  belt  presents  within  itself  all  the  charaoter- 
istics  of  our  relations  with  Mexico. 

We  find  that  the  local  authorities  in  establishing  the  free  belt  acted 
in  defiance  of  and  totally  regardless  of  the  national  government  At 
that  time  a  struggle  was  going  on  in  the  country  between  the  Liberal 
party  and  the  Ohurch  party,  known  as  the  war  oi  reform.  Ndther  partf 
could  afford  to  break  with  the  people  of  Tamaulipas.  When  Juarez 
and  the  Liberal  party  predominated  in  1800,  they  did  not  at  first  sane- 
tion  this  measure,  so  openly  hostile  to  t^  United  States.  But  ourdvil 
war  broke  out  and  the  Mexican  Congress  in  1S61  formally  ratified  the 
decree  of  the  Tamaulipas  authorities.  In  1870  an  attempt  was  made  in 
the  Mexican  Congress  to  revoke  the  law  because  the  cities  o(  Tampico 
and  Vera  Cruz  protested  against  it  and  the  national  revenue  were  seri- 
ously affected  by  its  operation  ;  but  the  delegates  from  Tamaulipas 
threatened  armed  resistance,  and  Congress,  instead  of  repealing  tbe  ob- 
noxious system,  voted  in  favor  of  extending  the  limits  of  the  Free  Zone. 
The  project  of  law  so  voted,  failed  to  go  into  effect  only  on  account  o(  [ 
the  non-concurrence  of  the  executive.  / 

The  delegate  Bamon  Guzman,  referring  to  the  American  complaiots,  / 
said  (Appendix,  p.  313),  ^^  They  argue  [meaning  the  Americans]  tM  L 
the  maintenance  of  the  Free  Zone  is  a  serious  detriment  to  their  news  ^ 
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f6t  the  fatnre,  and  that  fact  speaks  loader  in  its  favor  than  anything  my 
feeble  voice  can  ntter,'' 

While  the  action  of  the  Mexican  authorities,  local  and  federal,  in  this 
natfer  was,  as  we  have  said,  characteristic  of  all  their  dealings  with  ns, 
fte  wavering  and  aimless  action  of  oar  own  government  has  bc^n  eqaally 
eharacteristic. 

In  1868  Mr.  Blaine  introduced  a  resolution  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives calling  attention  to  this  unfriendly  measure  as  interfering 
with  the  commercial  rights  Of  this  country.  Congress  failed  to  take  any 
action. 

In  1870  the  President  called  the  attention  of  Congress  to  this  hostile 
measure,  continued  in  defiance  of  all  protests. 

In  May,  1870,  a  committee  of  the  Senate  made  a  report  on  the  subject 
(Appendix,  p.  ^^),  from  which  report  we  take  the  following  statement : 

Since  the  close  of  the  war  the  Zona  Libre  has  served  as  a  base  from  which  smaggling 
into  the  United  States  can  be  safely  carried  on.  •  *  «  Honest  merchants,  unable 
to  compete  with  the  smngglers,  have  been  compelled  to  abandon  the  country  or  to  en- 
nge  in  illicit  trade  themselves,  and  the  whole  community  on  both  sides  of  the  river 
has  become  so  thoroaghly  demoralized  that  smuggling  is  generally  considered  a  lejs^ti- 
mate  and  honorable  business.  The  desperate  characters  whom  this  condition  of  things 
baa  attracted  or  created  plunder  private  citizens  as  well  as  defraud  the  government, 
and  frequently  make  raids  into  Texas  and  drive  large  herds  of  cattle  across  the  river 
ioto  Mexico. 

It  is  estimated  by  well-ioformed  men  that  the  loss  by  these  raids  is  sometimes  as 
high  as  two  hundred  thousand  bead  a  year. 

From  that  time  to  this  the  President  of  the  United  States  in  his  an- 
BQal  messages  has  repeatedly  called  the  attention  of  Congress  to  this 
evil,  but  no  serious  action  has  ever  been  taken  by  us,  and  the  Mexican 
QoTemment,  finding  that  the  United  States  have  never  steadily  insisted 
OQ  anything^  have  adopted  the  policy  of  meeting  all  of  our  demands  on 
any  subject  with  a  sullen  inactivity.  They  have  found  that  whenever 
the  attention  of  our  people  has  for  the  moment  been  aroused  by  some 
pievous  complaint  it  would  soon  be  attracted  by  something  else,  and 
that  stubborn  non-compliance  with  our  demands  has  always  in  the  end 
proved  successful. 

EXTRADITION. 

One  of  the  worst  causes  of  the  crimes  committed  by  Mexicans  against 
the  citizens  of  Texas  is  the  easy  escape  of  the  criminals  to  an  asylum 
where  there  is  no  punishment  for  those  crimes.  The  committee  have 
examined  every  witness  before  them  specially  on  that  point,  and  their 
statements  are  uniform  that  no  crime  committed  by  a  Mexican  in  Texas 
has  ever  been  known  to  be  punished  in  Mexico.  It  may  seem  startling 
that  after  a  long  history  of  crimes  of  that  character,  extending  over 
many  years,  such  a  sweeping  statement  should  really  be  the  truth, 
hot  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  it.  As  it  seemed  a  very  remarkable  and 
(fliaracteristic  feature  in  our  relations  with  our  neighbors,  the  commit- 
tee have  taken  special  pains  to  examine  the  facts. 

In  the  report  of  the  special  committee  of  the  Forty-fourth  Congress 
te  find  an  account  of  one  case  which  was  cited  there  to  show  the  char- 
acter of  oar  diplomatic  relations  in  connection  with  the  raids. 

Among  the  boldest  performances  of  the  raiders  was  the  Corpus  Cbristi 
mid,  a  fall  %ccount  of  which  will  be  found  in  the  appendix  to  this  re- 
port (page  117).  Mr.  Foster,  the  American  minister,  made  a  represen- 
tation of  the  outrage  to  the  Mexican  minister  of  foreign  afifairs.  The 
Colonel  commanding  the  national  forces  at  Matamoros,  Col.  Jos6  L« 
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Mier,  Gaerrero,  and  Monterey  Laredo  (New  Laredo),  and  their  jurisdic 
tioos,  free  from  all  duties  except  manicipal  taxes. 

This  was  the  origin  of  the  Zona  Libre^  or  free  belt,  so  called  beeaoae 
it  established  a  belt  along  the  Bio  Grande  the  en  tire  length  of  the  State 
of  Tamauliims,  into  which  goods  could  be  imported  free  of  daty.  The 
object  expressed  in  the  decree  was  to  prevent  the  decay  of  the  towns  of 
the  northern  frontier  of  Mexico.  The  towns  on  the  op))osite  side  of  the 
river,  in  Texas,  were  then  floarishing  and  rapidly  increasing  in  trade 
and  population,  and  it  was  feared  that  all  the  local  trade  would  move 
from  the  Mexican  over  to  the  Texan  towns.    . 

It  was  a  revolutionary  act,  a  violation  of  the  constitution  of  Mexico, 
hostile  to  the  national  government,  whose  revenues  it  annulled,  and 
hostile  to  the  other  ports  of  entry  in  Mexico,  against  whidi  it  estsbh 
lished  a  ruinous  competition.  But  it  gave  the  merchants  of  the  tovos 
on  the  Mexican  sideof  the  river  such  an  advantage  over  the  nxerohantsoa 
the  American  side  that  competition  was  impossible,  and  trade  became 
at  once  predominant  on  the  Mexican  side.  One  of  the  articles  of  the 
decree  permitted  all  merchants  from  the  American  side  of  the  river  to 
move  over  with  tbeir  entire  stocks  of  goods  without  the  payment. of 
any  duty  thereon.  Although  provision  was  made  for  the  payment  of 
duties  on  merchandise  passing  out  from  the  *' belt"  into  Mexico,  aod 
across  the  river  into  Texas,  it  is  evident  that  an  immense  facility  was 
opened  for  smuggling  out  of  the  '^  belt "  over  the  long  unguarded  lines 
through  the  wilderness.  In  article  8  of  the  decree  Governor  Gnerra 
declared  that,  to '' prevent  this  privilege  from  being  converted  into  a 
shameful  smuggling  traffic,  it  should  be  considered  the  duty  of  every 
citizen  voluntarily  to  become  a  sentinel,  constiantly  on  the  watch  to  pre- 
vent smuggling."  This  appeal  to  the  civic  virtues  of  the  people  seeine 
to  have  been  the  only  precautionary  measure  taken  to  prevent  tiie 
^'  shameful  smuggling  traffic.'' 

The  transfer  of  the  trade  from  the  American  to  the  Mexican  side  of 
the  river  was  largely  accomplished  and  would  have  been  complete  bat 
for  the  fear  of  the  chronic  anarchy  and  revolution  in  Mexico.  Smnggliog 
became  the  rule  of  business.  Both  the  Mexican  and  United  States 
revenue  was  defrauded. 

The  question  of  the  free  belt  presents  within  itself  all  the  charaoter- 
istics  of  our  relations  with  Mexico. 

We  find  that  the  local  authorities  in  establishing  the  free  belt  aeted 
in  defiance  of  and  totally  regardless  of  the  national  government  At 
that  time  a  struggle  was  going  on  in  the  country  between  the  Liberal 
party  and  t^  Ohurch  party,  known  as  the  war  oi  reform.  Nether  partf 
could  afford  to  break  with  the  people  of  Tamaulipas.  When  Jaaras 
and  the  Liberal  party  predominated  in  1860,  they  did  not  at  first  sane- 
tion  this  measure,  so  openly  hostile  to  the  United  States.  But  our  ci«l 
war  broke  out  and  the  Mexican  Congress  in  1S61  formally  ratified  tind 
decree  of  the  Tamaulipas  authorities.  In  1870  an  attempt  was  made  ip 
the  Mexican  Congress  to  revoke  the  law  because  the  cities  of  Tampioo 
and  Vera  Cruz  protested  against  it  and  the  national  revenue  were  seri- 
ously affected  by  its  operation ;  but  the  delegates  from  Tamaulipas 
threatened  armed  resistance,  and  Congress,  instead  of  repealing  the  ob- 
noxious system,  voted  in  favor  of  extending  the  limits  of  the  Free  Zone. 
The  project  of  law  so  voted,  failed  to  go  into  effect  only  on  account  of 
the  non-concurrence  of  the  executive. 

The  delegate  Bamon  Guzman,  referring  to  the  American  complaints, 
said  (Appendix,  p.  313),  ^<  They  argue  [meaning  the  Americans]  tbat 
the  maintenance  of  the  Free  Zone  is  a  serious  detriment  to  their  views 
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f6T  the  fatnre,  and  that  fact  speaks  loader  in  its  favor  than  anything  my 
feeble  voice  can  ntter." 

While  the  action  of  the  Mexican  authorities,  local  and  federal,  in  this 
natter  was,  as  we  have  said,  characteristic  of  all  their  dealings  with  ns, 
Hie  wavering  and  aimless  action  of  oar  own  government  has  been  eqaally 
characteristic. 

In  1868  Mr.  Blaine  introduced  a  resolution  in  the  Hoase  of  Bepre- 
semtatives  calling  attention  to  this  unfriendly  measure  as  interfering 
with  the  commercial  rights  Of  this  country.  Congress  failed  to  take  any 
action. 

In  1870  the  President  called  the  attention  of  Congress  to  this  hostile 
ibeasnre,  cootinued  in  defiance  of  all  protests. 

In  May,  1870,  a  committee  of  the  Senate  made  a  report  on  the  subject 
(Appendix,  p.  208),  from  which  report  we  take  the  following  statement : 

Since  the  close  of  the  -^ar  the  Zona  Libre  has  served  as  a  base  from  which  smnggling 
into  the  United  States  can  be  safely  carried  on.  •  •  *  Honest  merchants,  unable 
to  compete  with  the  smugglers,  have  been  compelled  to  abandon  the  country  or  to  en- 
nge  io  illicit  trade  themselves,  and  the  whole  community  on  both  sides  of  the  river 
baa  become  so  tlioronghly  demoralized  that  smuggling  is  generally  considered  a  lejs^ti- 
itiate  and  honorable  business.  The  desperate  characters  whom  this  condition  of  things 
Ims  attracted  or  created  plunder  private  citizens  as  well  as  defraud  the  government, 
and  frequently  make  raids  into  Texas  and  drive  large  herds  of  cattle  across  the  river 
into  Mexico. 

It  is  estimated  by  well-informed  men  that  the  loss  by  these  raids  is  sometimes  as 
high  as  two  hundred  thousand  head  a  year. 

From  that  time  to  this  the  President  of  the  United  States  in  his  an- 
BQal  me.ssages  has  repeatedly  called  the  attention  of  Congress  to  this 
evil,  but  no  serious  action  has  ever  been  taken  by  us,  and  the  Mexican 
Qovemment,  finding  that  the  United  States  have  never  steadily  insisted 
OQ  anything^  have  adopted  the  policy  of  meeting  all  of  our  demands  on 
any  subject  with  a  sullen  inactivity.  They  have  found  that  whenever 
the  attention  of  our  people  has  for  the  moment  been  aroused  by  some 
Urievous  complaint  it  would  soon  be  attracted  by  something  else,  and 
that  stubborn  non-compliance  with  our  demands  has  always  in  the  end 
proved  successful. 

EXTRADITION. 

One  of  the  worst  causes  of  the  crimes  committed  by  Mexicans  against 
the  citizens  of  Texas  is  the  easy  escape  of  the  criminals  to  an  asylum 
where  there  is  no  punishment  for  those  crimes.  The  committee  have 
examined  every  witness  before  them  specially  on  that  point,  and  their 
statements  are  uniform  that  no  crime  committed  by  a  Mexican  in  Texas 
hi8  ever  been  known  to  be  punished  in  Mexico.  It  may  seem  startling 
thai  after  a  long  history  of  crimes  of  that  character,  extending  over 
many  years,  such  a  sweeping  statement  should  really  be  the  truth, 
bat  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  it.  As  it  seemed  a  very  remarkable  and 
eiiaracteristic  feature  in  our  relations  with  our  neighbors,  the  commit- 
tee have  taken  special  pains  to  examine  the  facts. 

In  the  report  of  the  special  committee  of  the  Forty-fourth  Congress 
te  find  an  account  of  one  case  which  was  cited  there  to  show  the  char- 
acter of  oor  diplomatic  relations  in  connection  with  the  raids. 

Among  the  boldest  performances  of  the  raiders  was  the  Corpus  Cbristi 
raid,  a  full  %ccount  of  which  will  be  found  in  the  appendix  to  this  re- 
port (page  117).  Mr.  Foster,  the  American  minister,  made  a  represen- 
tation of  the  outrage  to  the  Mexican  minister  of  foreign  afifairs.  The 
eolonel  commanding  the  national  forces  at  Matamoros,  Col.  Jo86  L« 
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Christo,  reported  officially  to  tbe  minister  of  war,  Mejia,  that  no  Mexi- 
cans had  been  engaged  in  the  raid,  and  that  it  had  been  a  Texan  revo- 
lationary  movement. 

.  Bnt  it  happened  that  General  Escobedo,  commanding  at  San  Lois 
Potosi,  reported  to  the  minister  of  war  that  thirty  armed  Mexicans  bad 
crossed  the  Rio  Grande,  coming  from  Texas,  where  they  had,  among 
other  acts,  barned  a  store;  that  they  had  scattered  after  getting  into 
Mexico,  but  that  ten  were  arrested  and  sent  to  Saltillo  to  await  punish- 
ment. Mr.  Lafragaa  at  once  informed  the  American  minister,  Mr.  Fos- 
ter, of  this  act  of  good  faith,  and  Mr.  Foster  answered  as  follows : 

I  have  to  thank  yonr  excellency  for  tbe  information  contained  in  yonr  note,  which  I 
Trill  communicate  to  my  government,  which  will  doabtless  be  gratified. 

Your  committee,  feeling  an  interest  in  this  case  as  the  only  one  known 
of  the  arrest  of  raiders,  wished  to  learn  whether  the  arrest  had  been 
made  in  good  faith  with  intent  to  try  and  punish,  or  whether  the  grati- 
tude of  Mr.  Foster  for  the  mere  arrest  was  the  last  act  of  the  proceed- 
ings. We  therefore  requested  the  Secretary  of  State  to  instruct  Mr. 
Foster  to  ascertain,  as  he  did  not  appear  to  have  done  so  at  the  time, 
whether  the  arrest  was  followed  by  trial  or  punishment.  Mr.  Foster 
was  so  instructed,  and  his  reply  states  (Appendix,  p.  461)  that  he  foand, 
as  your  committee  expected,  that  the  criminals  were  released  without 
punishment. 

In  this  case  we  cannot  imagine  how  the  usual  excuses  of  the  Mexican 
Government  could  apply.  There  was  no  difficulty  as  to  arresting  tbe 
raiders,  for  they  had  been  arrested;  there  was  no  trouble  in  identifying 
them,  for  they  had  been  caught  coming  from  the  campaign,  and  with 
their  plunder.  The  only  explanation  can  be  found  in  the  meek  and 
feeble  attitude  assumed  by  our  government,  seeming  to  invite  the  con- 
temptuous treatment  which  it  received. 

On  further  inquiry  we  obtained  from  the  State  Department  the  general 
statement  that  no  case  had  ever  been  known  of  a  Mexican,  resident  of 
Mexico,  being  punished  for  a  crime  committed  in  Texas  or  elsewhere  in 
territory  of  the  United  States.  This,  together  with  the  unanimoos 
statements  of  all  our  witnesses,  reveals  the  remarkable  fact  that  we  have 
had  for  years  on  our  border,  so  iar  as  crimes  committed  in  Texas  are 
concerned,  practically  an  asylum  or  sanctuary  such  as  existed  in  certain 
localities  in  Europe  during  the  middle  ages.  When  this  and  the  facili- 
ties of  the  Zona  Libre  for  smuggling  are  taken  together  we  cannot  wonder 
at  the  attractions  of  that  belt  for  the  lawless  from  all  quarters.  Don 
Eamon  Guzman,  a  member  of  the  Mexican  Congress,  in  a  speech  in  | 
favor  of  the  Zona  Libre,  stated  as  its  effect  (Appendix,  p.  313)  that  Uie 
population  augmented  so  rapidly  that  from  18,000,  to  which  it  was 
reduced  in  1858,  it  reached  50,000  in  live  years,  and  was  70,000  at  the 
time  he  spoke  (1870). 

The  condition  of  absence  of  all  law  for  the  punishment  of  crime  has 
been  greatly  sustained  by  a  mistaken  interpretation  of  the  present 
extradition  treaty. 

The  extradition  treaty  now  in  force  (Api>endix,  p.  321)  provides  only 
for  the  extradition  of  fugitives  from  justice  when  they  flee  from  tbeir 
own  country  into  the  other.  If  a  resident  of  Texas,  a  criminal,  escapes 
into  Mexico  the  treaty  provides  for  his  extradition.  It  does  not  provide 
for  the  extradition  or  punishment  of  criminals  from  Mexico,  residents  of 
that  country,  for  crimes  committed  in  Texas  (see  article  vi). 

Notwithstanding  this  entire  inapplicability  of  the  treaty  in  cases  lit^^ 
all  the  raids  from  Mexico,  where  robbery  and  murder  are  committed  in 
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Texas  by  criminals  from  Mexico,  the  Mexican  local  coorts  take  no  cog- 
nizance of  the  crimes  so  committed,  and  declare  that  they  are  inter- 
national matters  and  come  under  the  provisions  of  the  treaty.  When 
the  extradition  officers  are  then  appealed  to  under  the  treaty,  and  the 
extradition  of  the  criminals  is  demanded,  they  point  out  that  the  treaty 
only  applies  to  residents  of  Texas  and  not  to  citizens  of  Mexico.  And 
although  the  floating  robber  population  reside  sometimes  temporarily  in 
Texas,  they  escape  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  by  invariably  claiming 
their  Mexican  citizenship  and  proving  it  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
officer. 

The  border  commission  appointed  by  the  Mexican  Government,  to 
whose  report  we  have  several  times  referred,  say,  in  alluding  to  such 
<;ases  (see  page  221,  Eep.  of  Border  Com.): 

It  has  freqaeotly  oconrred  that  Mexicans  by  birth  and  Dationality  have  participated 
in  the  elections  in  Texas,  and  have  perpetrated  an  ofiense  while  there,  and  then  sought 
refdge  in  Mexico.  The  fact  of  voting  at  elections  does  not  deprive  them  of  their  J^x- 
ican  citizenship  according  to  our  laws,  nor  does  it  confer  upon  them  a  United  States 
citizenahip  according  to  the  laws  of  that  conntry;  •  •  *  generaUy,  these  parties 
oommit  offenses  on  both  sides  of  the  Bravo  and  remain  nnpnnished. 

With  good  judgment,  they  add : 

Their  punishment  at  the  place  where  it  conld  be  proved  they  had  committed  their 
crimes  would  be  very  advantageous.    «    *    *  ^ 

Mr.  Yallarta  states  in  an  official  letter  that  there  are  laws  in  Mexico 
for  the  punishment  of  crimes  committed  in  our  territory.  He  is  un- 
doubtedly correct,  but  the  fact  remains  that  they  have  never  been  en- 
forced, and  the  intelligent  gentlemen  of  the  Mexican  committee  either 
did  not  know  of  such  laws,  or  knew  that  they  were  mere  dead  letters,  as  in 
proposing  a  remedy  they  speak  only  of  an  amended  treaty  and  take  the 
imi>08sibility  of  punishment  under  present  laws  for  granted.  This  con- 
dition of  things  is  confirmed  by  a  statement  of  the  permanent  committee 
of  citizens  of  Brownsville : 

The  courts  of  Mexico  are  practically  closed  to  our  citizens.  Their  laws  are  good 
enough,  but  we  assert,  npon  the  unvaried  fate  of  all  attempts  to  reclaim  stolen  property 
in  that  oonntry,  that  the  laws  are  not  only  not  executed,  but  that  they  are  intention- 
ally and  habitually  violated  and  disregarded.    (Appendix,  p.  194.) 

It  is  evident  that  we  have  no  remedy  in  the  extradition  treaty  for 
these  raids.  That  the  Mexicans  should  persist  in  referring  our  people 
to  the  treaty  is  not  surprising.  But  our  own  officers  seem  to  have  fallen 
into  the  same  error,  or  have  resorted  to  it,  having  no  other  power.  We 
notice  that  Major  Price  in  his  statement  of  the  raid  on  the  Bio  Grande 
City  jail,  to  which  we  have  before  referred,  states  that  he  was  informed 
by  the  commanding  general  that  it  was  an  ^^  international  case  "  and 
^ame  under  the  extradition  treaty.  Governor  Hubbard  was  called  upon 
to  act  under  the  treaty.  He  demanded  the  criminals,  as  will  be  seen 
firom  the  correspondence  in  Appendix  D  (p.  331),  which  was  the  only 
^tep  in  bis  power.  While  General  Diaz  gave  positive  orders  for  the 
Arrest  and  delivery  of  all  the  criminals,  which  were  not  obeyed,  he  pro- 
tested that  under  the  treaty  our  authorities  had  no  right  to  demand  it, 
in  which  we  cannot  contradict  him. 

General  Ord  became  convinced  that  the  practical  effect  of  the  treaty 
was  only  that  it  served  for  an  excuse  to  shield  criminals  from  punish- 
ment, and  stated  so  before  your  committee. 

Before  leaving  this  subject  we  will  call  attention  to  the  same  com- 
plaints made  by  Governor  Safford,  of  Arizona,  in  a  letter  from  Tucson, 
December  29,  1871,  to  Secretary  Fish  (Appendix,  p.  324) : 

I  anlweqaently  learned  from  Mexican  newspapers  that  the  sqpreme  government  had 
■bedded  in  eSact  that  Mexican  subjects  having  committed  crimes  on  the  soil  of  the 
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United  States  sfaonld  not  nnder  the  treaty  be  given  np  for  punishment  to  the  anthor- 
ities  of  the  United  States,  nor  was  it  a  pro^r  canse  for  panishment  within  the  Bemib- 
lio  of  Mexico.  This  decision  did.  as  I  predicted  it  wonld  in  my  oommnnication  of  Feb- 
mary  14,  act  as  an  incentive  to  tne  nnmerons  bands  of  outlaws  who  infest  that  coun- 
try to  increase  their  criminal  depredations  on  onr  soil. 

It  is  proper  to  state  that  in  Texas  the  laws  are  very  complete  in  rela- 
tion to  crimes  committed  in  Mexico,  and  we  have  proof  that  they  are 
regularly  and  rigidly  executed  by  the  Texas  courts.  Judge  Kussell,  for 
a  number  of  years  district  judge  on  the  Rio  Grande,  states  to  the  com- 
mittee (see  Testimony,  page  158): 

We  have  a  statute  punishing  the  bringing  of  stolen  property  into  onr  State,  sod 
several  thieves  have  been  sent  to  the  State  penitentiary.    The  only  instance  where 
more  than  one  or  two  animals  were  brought  over,  that  I  remember  of,  was  while  I  wa» 
judge,  in  1672.    An  affidavit  that  property  had  been  stolen  in  Mexico  was  made  by  ooe 
Leonidas  Guerra,  before  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  Cameron  County,  npon  which  the 
justice  issued  a  warrant  for  the  seizure  of  the  stock  and  arrest  of  the  parties.    This 
warrant  was  presented  to  me  and  I  indorsed  it  so  that  it  could  be  executed  in  sdj 
county  in  the  State.    The  return  on  the  warrant  shows  that  it  was  executed  by  a  civil 
otBcer  in  Bee  County,  and  that  thirty-seven  head  of  stock  were  delivered  to  Gnem. 
All  other  instances  are  where  one  or  two  horses  are  stolen.    The  property  is  alwaj^ 
returned  and  the  thief  sent  to  the  penitentiary. 

He  further  testified : 

In  every  case  the  thief  has  been  a  Mexican  citizen. 

This  condition  of  absence  of  all  law  or  the  persistent  failure  of  it9 
enforcement  which  we  have  described  as  existing  in  the  border  belt  of 
Mexico,  cannot  and  should  not  be  permanently  sufifered.  Our  gov- 
ernment cannot,  under  the  present  treaty,  claim  extradition  of  the 
criminals  engaged  in  the  raids,  but  it  can  insist  that  the  crimiDals 
shall  be  punished,  or  that  their  country  shall  give  up  the  claim  of  hav- 
ing a  civilized  government.  Society  protects  itself  against  crime  by 
punishing  it.  If  it  should  remain  solely  on  the  defensive  against  crimi- 
nals, merely  striving  to  prevent  their  crime  without  punishing  it, » 
strong  police  force  would  be  required  to  keep  guard  against  every 
thief.  It  is  only  by  arrest  and  punishment  that  society  can  have  a 
practical  defense.  On  the  Mexican  border  these  necessary  principles, 
which  are  the  foundation  of  all  criminal  law,  are  not  in  existence,  and 
our  neighbors  expect  us  to  remain  on  the  passive  defense,  and  object  to 
our  own  efforts  for  the  punishment  of  the  criminals.  We  cannot  listen 
to  any  such  claims,  and  yet  the  repeated  demands  of  the  Mexican  Gov- 
ernment for  us  to  revoke  the  order  for  our  troops  to  cross  mean  that 
and  nothing  else. 


PROTECTION  TO  AMERICAN  CITIZENS  IN  MEXICO. 

When  we  enter  upon  the  consideration  of  commerce  as  an  element  to 
bring  about  better  relations  with  Mexico,  we  have  of  necessity  to  con- 
sider, as  the  first  condition  of  commercial  intercourse,  the  protection  of 
our  citizens  who  engage  in  commerce  in  that  country.  We  have 
arrived  at  a  turning  point  in  the  industrial  and  commercial  devek^ 
ment  of  our  country.  Heretofore  we  appeared,  as  was  natural,  in  the 
trade  of  the  world,  only  as  exporters  of  raw  products  and  importers  of 
the  products  of  foreign  manufacturing  industry.  The  leading  features  of 
our  interior  policy,  our  questions  of  tariff,  and  other  economical  issnes, 
turned  upon  the  struggle  between  onr  own  manufactures  and  foreign 
manufactures  for  our  own  home  market.  That  period  has  passed  and 
we  are  entering  upon  a  new  contest. 
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Bd  by  good  antliority  that  the  viAlae  of  the  Minual  prodacts 
ufactariDg  itidastry  Wds,  in  1850,  #44  p€jr  capita.  Ill  1860  it 
ted  at  $65  per  capita,  and,  by  the  great  development  of  ma- 
1  its  varied  applications,  that  average  is  stated  to  have  been^ 
t  less  than  $100  per  capita.    From  the  year  1870  to  1874  the 

the  number  of  cotton-spindles  alone  was  33  per  cebt.,  while 
e  of  onr  population  was  only  11  per  cent. 

therefore  passed  the  time  when  oar  home  market  Was  snffi- 
e  consamption  of  the  products  of  our  industry.  The  result 
he  absence  of  foreign  markets  our  surplus  products  cannot 
1  their  production  has  had  to  be  restricted,  throwing  labor 
loyment  and  causing  wide-spread  distress  in  the  cities  and 
ring  districts. 

iUgement  of  the  relative  occupations  of  our  people  will,  no 
lually  and  to  some  extent  take  place  by  matiy  of  the  unem- 
mr  cities  and  manufacturiog  districts  embarking  in  agricul- 
its.  But  this  cannot  be  done  on  a  very  large  scale  without 
iy  and  enormous  loss  to  the  nation,  while  it  would  add  to 
*oduction  of  our  agriculturists  and  seriously  curtail  the 
et  for  their  produce.  To  prevent  this  we  must  find  foreign 
r  the  productions  of  our  manufacturers, 
ense  importance  to  us  of  foreign  markets  is  therefore  so  clear 
9w  universally  admitted. 

ning  into  this  subject,  the  first  great  fact  with  which  we  are 
is  that  the  foreign  trade  of  the  American  continent  is  not 
y  in  the  hands  of  England,  France,  Germany,  and  other  na- 
bat  our  own  share  of  that  trade,  entirely  inadequate  as  it  is, 
n  under  very  great  disadvantages. 

re  years  ended  Jnne  30, 1876,  the  average  annaal  value  of 
}  iDto  the  UQited  States  from  Mexico,  Central  and  Soath 

as $150,457,461 

ports  to  those  countries 50,094,508 

verage  annual  excess  of  imports  over  exports  during  that 

or  commerce  with  those  countries  of. 100, 362,953> 

)ortion  instead  of  improving  has  become  still  more  unfavor- 
ihown  by  the  statistics  of  our  commerce  for  the  vear  ended 

;77. 

rear  the  value  of  the  imports  into  the  United  States  from 
itral  and  South  America,  and  the  Spanish  West  Indies, 

$155,339,910 

cports  to  those  countries 47,039,705 

Kcess  of  imports  over  exports  in  our  trade  with  those  conn- 

;  the  last  fiscal  yewrof 10d,300,20& 

words,  we  bought  from  those  countries,  during  the  five  years 
,  an  annual  average  of  over  $100,000,000  more  than  we  sold 
id  during  the  last  fiscal  year  that  amount  has  been  increased 
)8,000,000.  We  buy  from  them,  and  other  nations  sell  to 
yr  one  hundred  millions  of  gold  per  annum  have  to  be  sent 
ittle  our  balances  with  those  countries.  Bad  as  this  shows 
petition  with  other  manufacturing  nations,  in  the  markets 
[*ontinent  it  will  appear  much  worse  when  we  reflect  that  what 
rt  is  in  most  cases  lumber,  breadstuff's,  petroleum,  and  such 
I,  in  which  European  nations  can,  as  a  matter  of  course,  not 
bile  the  export  of  the  products  of  our  manufacturing  indus- 
gnificant. 
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But  with  the  great  importance  which  the  securing  of  foreign  markets 
has  assumed  at  this  present  time  the  question  of  the  protection  of 
our  citizens  is  equally  rising  in  importance.    Every  large  mercantile 
nation  has  been  confronted  with  that  necessity.    Commerce  cannot 
move  without  merchants  and  agents  any  more  than  war  can  be  made 
without  armies,  or  the  frontier  be  settled  without  pioneers.    With 
the  increase  of  our  commerce,  this  duty  will  impress  itself  of  necessity 
more  and  more  on  our  government.    The  entire  indifference  to  every- 
thing outside  of  our  limits  which  has  been  the  leading  feature  of  late 
of  our  policy,  was  perhaps  natural  as  long  as  our  national  interests 
were  all  within  ourselves  and  on  our  own  ground,  but  when  our  inter- 
ests expand,  as  they  must  now  do,  and  take  a  wider  range  our  policy 
must  adapt  itself  to  the  new  demands  and  expand  with  them. 

Not  long  since  our  citizens  in  Mexico  were  told  that  every  AmericaD 
eaving  the  United  States  for  the  purpose  of  trading  in  a  foreign  coun- 
try, went  there  with  his  eyes  open,  took  all  the  risks,  and  could  not  look 
for  protection  to  his  own  country.  This  theory  must  be  entirely  dis- 
carded or  we  must  not  expect  that  our  commerce  will  ever  rival  that  of 
England,  which  has  never  entertained  this  timid  and  shor^sighted 
doctrine.  We  must  rather  look  upon  the  enterprising  men  who  go  forth 
to  gather  the  advantages  of  trade  for  their  country  as  one  of  the  most 
useful  classes  of  citizens,  as  the  pioneers  of  our  commerce  who  undergo 
special  risks,  and  are  entitled  to  special  consideration. 

If,  on  the  contrary,  we  act  upon  the  theory  that  the  merchant  who 
leaves  the  United  States  severs  his  connection  with  us  and  must  oot 
look  for  protection  from  his  government  against  any  wrongs  he  may 
have  to  endure,  we  must  make  up  our  mind  that  none  but  men  of  des- 
perate fortunes  will  embark  in  a  business  involving  such  extraordinary 
risks.  We  cannot  expect  an  extended  commerce  when  it  can  only  be 
carried  on  by  such  men.  We  must  either  resign  ourselves  to  do  what 
little  trade  we  may  obtain  through  the  medium  of  other  nations  who 
have  a  clearer  perception  of  the  value  of  a  definite  and  decided  policy, 
or  we  must  adopt  such  a  policy  ourselves. 

The  trade  with  barbarous  people  has  risks  which  cannot  be  avoided. 
But  a  civilized  country^  or  one  which  claims  in  its  intercourse  with  other 
civilized  nations  the  privileges  of  a  civilized  country,  like  Mexico,  mast 
as  a  necessary  consequence  of  that  claim,  give  to  the  citizens  of  other  na- 
tions the  protection  of  its  laws  or  become  responsible  if  it  does  not.  It 
cannot  sustain  the  claim  without  complying  with  the  duties  implied 
by  it. 

The  annoyances,  sufferings,  and  spoliations  to  which  American  citi- 
zens in  Mexico  have  for  many  years  been  exposed,  have  been  the  con- 
stant subject  of  complaints  and  remonstrances  on  the  part  of  our  gov- 
ernment with  the  government  of  that  republic. 

Tour  committee,  however,  has  neither  had  the  time  nor  the  opporta- 
nity  to  give  a  full  review  of  this  class  of  outrages.  Some  few  of  the  late 
cases  are  found  in  the  appendix.  Mr.  Foster,  writing  to  Mr.  Fish  on 
September  2, 1874,  (Appendix,  p.  350),  says : 

In  answer  to  Mr.  Lafragaa's  intimation  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  have  a  detailed 
statement  of  the  thirteen  oases  referred  to  (in  former  communications ),  in  order  tbit 
his  ffovernment  might  ascertain  the  extent  of  the  negligence  and  indifference  of  tbe 
locflJ  anthorities,  I  replied  that  it  might  be  difficnlt  to  give  such  facts  as  would  estab- 
lish the  indifference,  but  the  bare  statement  that  the  lives  of  thirteen  American  citi* 
zens  had  been  taken  by  violence  without  as  yet  a  single  case  of  punishment  thetefbri 
was  sufficient  basis  for  the  intimation  in  my  note. 

The  case  of  John  Jay  Smith,  an  American  citizen  of  Brownsville,  ToXm 
who  suffered  false  imprisonment  in  the  most  wanton,  uigustiflable,  and 
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mel  manner,  is  foand  in  oar  evidence.  The  most  hamilating  feature 
a  this  case  was  the  fact  that  it  occarred  nnder  the  guns  of  Fort  Brown 
nd  of  an  American  gunboat,  the  commanders  of  the  garrison  and  of , the 
:unboat  having  abnudant  force  on  hand  to  enforce  the  release  of  the 
ictim,  bat  not  making  the  slightest  effort  to  obtain  his  liberation  and 
Ilowing  the  honor  of  their  coantry  to  be  insalted  in  their  presence. 
The  frequent  wrongs  of  this  character,  never  redressed,  have  been  a 
ource  of  complaint  against  the  Government  of  Mexico  for  a  very  long 
period.  President  Buchanan  states  in  a  message  to  Congress  in  Decem- 
^r,  1858  (Appendix,  p.  12): 

The  claims  of  oar  citizens,  some  of  them  arising  oat  of  the  violation  of  an  express 
>T0Tisioii  of  the  treaty  of  Guadalape  Hidalgo,  and  others  from  gross  injnries  to  persons 
s  weU  as  property,  have  remained  unredressed,  and  even  unnoticed.  Remonstrances 
gainst  these  grievances  have  heen  addressed,  without  effect,  to  that  government, 
leantime  in  various  parts  of  the  republic,  instances  have  been  numerous  of  the  murder, 
naprisonment,  and  plunder  of  our  citizens  by  different  parties  claiming  and  exercising 

local  jurisdiction ;  but  the  central  government,  idthough  repeatedly  urged  thereto, 
ave  made  no  effort  either  to  punish  tne  authors  of  these  outrages  or  to  prevent  their 
Murrence. 

This  language  is  as  applicable  to  day  as  it  was  then. 

FOBCBD  LOANS. 

By  far  the  most  common  manner  of  plundering  foreign  merchaats  in 
llexico  is  by  what  is  known  as  forced  loans. 

The  system  of  forced  loans  has  by  long  usage  become  a  peculiar 
d!exican  institution.  In  the  City  of  Mexico,  and  at  the  principal  ports, 
t  is  often  applied  in  a  milder  form,  and  amounts  to  an  anticipation  of 
>he  revenue  only,  as  the  wealthy  merchants  receive  for  the  money  ex- 
acted from  them  custom-house  certificates  at  large  discounts.  Thus 
results  the  anomalous  condition  that,  while  commerce,  as  a  rule, 
thrives  in. peace  and  shrinks  before  war  and  lawlessness,  some  of  the 
rich  merchants  who  understand  the  management  of  the  system,  and 
make  themselves  useful  to  all  parties,  profit  by  continuous  revolutions, 
and  favor  them  ;  as  they  make  the  discounting  of  their  customs  duties 
at  low  rates  a  regular  business,  which  gives  them  an  advantage  in 
trade  over  those  who  have  less  money  and  influence.  The  few  gain 
while  the  many  lose.  But  in  the  interior  of  the  country  the  forced 
loans  are  much  severer  exactions.  The  entire  Mexican  population  have 
grown  up  during  civil  wars,  and  a  large  class  of  people  have  come  to 
Slake  revolution  their  means  of  living.  Every  commotion  gives  them 
an  opportunity  for  gain.  In  all  these  revolutionary  movements  there 
are  do  regular  taxes  to  furnish  the  means,  and  the  ordinary  mode  of 
sustaining  the  revolution  and  its  necessary  expenditure,  is  by  forced 
loans,  levied  by  the  two  contending  parties.  The  amounts  required  are 
assessed  among  the  men  who  are  supposed  to  have  money,  and  in  pro- 
portion to  their  supposed  means.  The  merchants  are  generally  the  men 
who  have  ready  money,  and,  as  trade  is  to  a  great  extent  in  the  hands 
of  foreign  merchants,  the  contributions  fall  principally  on  them. 
Moreover,  they  have  no  connections  or  friends,  and  are  held  legitimate 
prey.  From  being  the  means  to  support  revolutions,  forced  loans  have 
in  many  instances  become  the  end  and  object  of  revolutions.  They  are 
levied  in  the  name  of  the  cause,  and  the  payment  is  often  enforced  with 
the  utmost  rigor.  Whether  the  revolution  is  successful  or  not,  is  often 
quite  immaterial ;  the  main  dbject  being  achieved  when  the  money  is 
obtained. 

Id  speaking  of  the  state  of  the  country,  in  reference  to  immigration^ 
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Mr.  Jo&6  Maria  Lafragaa,  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  said  in  a  re- 
port to  the  Mexican  Ck^ngress: 

How  con  anybody  conclndei  to  give  up  his  own  country  to  settlei  and  reclaim  a  wilddf- 
ness,  with  tho  knowledge  that  after  having  made  his  settlement,  and  when  he  least 
expects  it,  he  may  be  raided  on  by  one  of  onr  military  chiefs,  who  so  freqnontly  in 
this  manner  proclaim  themselves  saviors  of  the  republic  f  The  ntter  want  of  per- 
manence in  our  iustitntions ;  the  continual  change  in  the  |>er8(mtte2  of  the  government ; 
tfee  excesses  of  the  army ;  the  entire  want  of  a  state  of  law,  which  can  effectually  pro- 
tect immigrants ;  these  are  the  rocks  on  which  all  attempts  at  immigration  have  thus 
far  been  wrecked. 

Bnt  by  making  all  enterprises  insecure,  and  M  property  unsafe,  this 
condition  of  things  stands  in  the  way  of  all  developments,  as  well  as  in 
the  way  of  immigration. 

In  1861,  Mr.  Corwin,  the  American  minister,  on  being  applied  to  by 
some  merchants  for  his  advice  whether  they  should  submit  to  forced 
loans  or  not,  gave  an  elaborate  opinion  (Appendix,  p.  371)  why  they 
should  not.  The  main  point  of  Lis  argument  was  that  the  Mexican 
constitution  is  explicit  in  giving  the  exclusive  right  to  levy  taxes  to  the 
legislative  power,  and  declares  that  this  power  cannot  be  delegated  to 
any  other  branch  of  the  government,  and  cannot  therefore  be  exercised 
by  the  president,  or  by  generals  in  his  name.  He  therefore  declares 
the  exaction  illegal,  and  only  sustained  by  force.  This  applies  alike  to 
Mexican  citizens  and  to  Americans,  or  other  foreigners,  as  they  are  un- 
der the  constitution  subject  to  the  same  legal  burdens  as  Mexican  citi- 
zens, and  to  no  more. 

Our  government  bas  never  claimed  a  more  favorable  position  as  to 
legal  taxes  for  American  citizens  than  is  occupied  by  Mexicans.  The 
treaty  of  1826  between  Great  Britain  and  Mexico  stipulates,  in  article 
X,  that  no  forced  loans  shall  be  levied  upon  British  citizens  in  Mexico. 
(Appendix,  p.  382.)  Mr.  Peshine  Smith,  examiner  of  claims  of  the  State 
Department,  in  a  memorandum,  March  27, 1867,  declared  that  under 
the  "most  favored  nation"  clause  of  the  treaty  of  1831  between  the 
United  States  and  Mexico,  American  citizens  became  equally  exempt 
from  forced  loans  with  British  subjects.  He  advises,  however,  that  this 
exemption  should  be  distinctly  settled  by  express  treaty  stipulation  with 
the  United  States,  inasmuch  as  the  Mexican  Government  might  allege 
some  excuse  in  levying  these  extraordinary  taxes,  unless  there  were  dis- 
tinct stipulations  to  the  contrary. 

Bnt  when  Mr.  Corwin's  opinion  is  consulted,  it  becomes  clear  that 
even  if  the  Mexican  Government  can  exercise  this  right  of  levying  ex- 
traordinary contributions,  or  forced  loans,  it  can  only  mean  that  branch 
of  the  government  which  has  the  exclusive  right  of  levying  taxes,  viz, 
the  legislative  power ;  and  that  the  ordinary  mode  of  exacting  these 
contributions,  by  generals  or  other  military  officers,  is,  in  any  view  of  the 
ease,  illegal,  and  rests  only  on  force,  like  robbery  or  spoliation.  If  this  is 
cfurried  on  in  reach  of  our  forces,  either  on  the  sea-coast  or  on  onr  border, 
we  consider  it  the  right  and  the  duty  of  onr  government  to  protect  oar 
citizens  from  force  by  the  use  of  force ;  and  if  done  in  the  interior,  te 
make  reprisals,  or  use  any  means  to  enforce  that  protection,  if  other 
modes  of  redress  fail. 

It  is,  however,  much  more  desirable  that  this  question  should  be  set- 
tled in  unmistakable  terms  by  treaty  stipulations,  instead  of  remaining 
a  subject  of  dispute. 

But  the  Mexican  Government  has  refused  to  make  such  a  treaty,  as 
they  have  steadily  refused  every  other  just  demand  of  the  United  States. 
Toward  other  nations  they  have  not  always  been  as  unbending  as  they 
seem  determined  to  be  with  us. 
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In  1838  the  French,  after  protesting  against  the  treatment  of  French 
oitizeus  in  Mexico,  and,  among  other  matters,  against  the  imposition  of 
forced  loans,  had  a  final  conference  in  Jalapa,  before  they  proceeded  to 
hostilities.  In  that  conference  the  Mexican  plenipotentiaries,  in  their 
final  proposition,  had  the  following : 

Article  6.  The  Mexican  Oovernment  being  agreed  that  forced  loans  shall  not  be 
imposed  either  upon  natives  or  upon  foreigners,  the  demand  of  the  Government  of 
France  in  thia  point,  .with  respeot  to  French  citizens  is,  consequently,  satisfied. 

In  1861,  when,  the  Mexican  Oovernment  was  anxions  to  obtain  recog- 
nition by  the  Government  of  Great  Britain,  Don  Francisco  Zarco,  then 
minister  of  foreign  affairs,  offered  to  the  British  minister,  Mr.  Matthew, 
to  enter  at  once  into  a  treaty  stipulation  with  Great  Britain,  whereby  the 
provision  in  the  treaty  of  1826,  exempting  British  subjects  in  Mexico 
from  forced  loans,  should  be  extended  to  expressly  include  extraordi- 
nary contributions.    (Appendix,  p.  374.) 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  what  the  Mexican  authorities  have  steadily 
denied  to  our  modest  representations  they  have  repeatedly  offered  to 
nations  whom  they  seem  to  treat  with  more  respect  It  is  interesting  to 
see  from  the  message  of  President  Buchanan  from  which  we  have  already 
quoted,  that  the  situation  appears  to  have  undergone  no  change  ia  the 
last  twenty  years.  In  his  message  of  December  19,  1859,  he  gives 
an  extract  from  a  report  of  Mr.  Forsyth,  as  follows : 

''Nothing  but  a  manifestation  of  the  power  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  ^ 
wrote  onr  late  minister  in  1856|  "  and  of  its  purpose  to  punish  these  wrongs,  will  avail. 
I  assure  you  that  the  universal  belief  here  is  that  there  is  nothing  to  be  apprehended 
from  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  that  loeal  Mexican  officials  can  con^mii 
these  outrages  upqn  American  citizens.witb  absplutiB  impunity/'    (Appendix,  p.  15.) 

Since  the  accession  of  General  Porfirio  Diaz  to  power,  the  supreme 
€onrt  of  his  own  government  has  decided  against  the  legality  of  forced 
loans  and  has  taken  the  same  position  as  that  maintained  by  Mr.  €or- 
win  in  his  opinion  in  1861. 

BntCreneral  Diaz  and  his  cabinet  have  expressly  and  decidedly  refused 
to  recognize  this  decision.  We  are  therefore  confronted,  not  with  the 
institntions  or  laws  of  Mexico,  but  with  force  as  exercised  by  a  success- 
ful  soldier,  contrary  to  the  constitution  and  laws  of  his  own  country. 


OOMMEBCIAL  RELATIONS. 

The  committee  has  given  especial  consideration  to  the  subject  of  oar 
commercial  relations  with  Mexico.  Very  full  tables,  containing  more 
complete  and  precise  information  under  this  head  than  has  probably 
.before  been  accessible,  will  be  found  in  Appendix  F. 

These  tables  show,  from  official  data  and  in  detail,  the  present  status 
and  the  character  of  the  commerce  now  carried  on  between  the  two  coun- 
tries; the  total  commerce  of  Mexico  with  all  countries,  and  witb  each 
foreign  country  respectively ;  the  amount  and  chamcter  <^  the  trade 
that  England,  our  chief  competitor,  has  with  Mexico;  and  the  relative 
importance  of  our  trade  with  the  neighboring  republic  as  compared  with 
that  with  the  other  Spanish-American  states. 

A  study  of  these  tables  will  throw  a  more  exact  and  reliable  light  upon 
the  subject  of  our  trade-relations  with  Mexioo  than  be^  been  heretofore 
generally  apparent. 

There  will  also  be  found  in  Appendix  F  other  official  information  upon 
this  subject,  which  will  in  a  measure  explain  some  of  the  causes  which 
have  tended  to  retard  the  due  development  of  our  commercial  relatiooF 
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"With  Mexico  in  the  past,  and  the  removal  of  all  of  which  causes,  as  well 
as  others  elsewhere  referred  to,  is  necessary  before  those  relations  can 
be  enlarged  to  that  magnitude  which  the  relative  productive  capacities 
and  the  respective  requirements  for  consumption  of  the  two  countries 
demand. 

From  an  examination  of  the  tables  referred  to  (Appendix,  p.  410),  it 
will  be  seen  that  the  average  value  of  the  exports  from  the  United  States 
.to  Mexico,  during  the  five  years  ended  June  30, 1876,  was  $5,998,415 
per  annum,  and  of  the  imports  into  the  United  States  from  Mexico 
$12,463,598  per  annum,  making  a  total  commerce  between  the  two  coun- 
tries of  $18,462,013  per  annum. 

On  comparing  these  figures  with  the  population  of  Mexico,  it  appears 
that  our  average  annual  exports  to  that  country  have  amounted  to  but 
64  cents  per  capita,  our  imports  to  $1.33  per  capita,  and  our  total  com- 
merce to  but  $1.97  per  capita  of  its  population  during  the  above  period. 

The  remarkably  slender  proportions  of  this  trade  is  the  first  import- 
ant fact  that  attracts  attention.  Comparing  our  trade  with  Mexico 
with  that  between  the  United  States  and  Cuba  (Appendix,  p.  431),  we 
find  that  during  the  same  period  of  five  years  our  imports  from  that  is- 
land amounted  to  an  average  of  $71,364,327  per  annum,  our  exports  to 
$18,196,635  per  annum,  and  the  total  commerce  of  the  United  States 
with  Cuba  to  $89,560,962  per  annum.  This  is  an  annual  average  of 
$50.97  of  imports  and  $13  of  exports  per  capita  of  the  population  of 
that  island. 

Thus  while  our  trade  with  Mexico,  as  we  have  seen,  is  but  $1.97  per 
capita  of  its  population,  our  trade  with  Cuba  is  $63.97  per  capita  of  its 
population.  Taking  the  entire  trade  of  Mexico  with  all  countries,  in- 
cluding that  with  the  United  States,  we  find  that  the  total  foreign  com- 
merce of  that  country  amounts  to  but  $6.66  per  capita  of  its  population. 

It  is  therefore  not  merely  the  proportionate  share  that  we  have  of 
the  trade  of  Mexico  that  is  unsatisfactory,  and  that  offers  a  field  for  our 
active  and  intelligent  competition,  but  we  find  that  the  total  commerce 
of  that  country  is  astonishingly  small,  and  ought  to  be  susceptible  of 
an  enormous  increase. 

At  the  beginning  of  this  century  New  Spain,  or  Mexico,  was  by  far 
the  most  important  of  the  Spanish- American  possessions.  Cuba,  on  the 
contrary,  was  one  of  the  most  unimportant  in  a  commercial  point  of 
view,  and  was  valued  principally  for  its  commanding  military  position. 
It  was  from  the  revenues  of  Mexico  that  the  funds  for  the  erection  of 
fortifications  at  Havana  were  In  large  part  supplied.  The  present  pop- 
ulation of  Cuba  does  not  exceed  1,400,000,  and  yet  our  trade  with  that 
island  is  now  nearly  five  times  greater  than  our  trade  with  Mexico, 
which  has  over  nine  millions  of  inhabitants.  The  immense  trade  of 
Cuba  is  undoubtedly  due  in  a  measure  to  the  fact  that  the  plantation 
system  of  that  island  concentrates  the  productive  power  upon  great 
staples  like  sugar  and  tobacco,  while  breadstuffs,  meat,  clothing,  and 
other  necessary  articles  are  principally  imported.  But  even  with  this 
allowance  the  relatively  insignificant  proportions  of  Mexican  commerce 
are  astonishing,  and  show  the  presence  of  great  disturbing  causes.. 
What,  then,  are  the  causes  which  have  kept  down  the  trade  of  Mexico 
to  its  present  inferior  proportions! 

It  has  been  repeatedly  stated  by  Mexicans  of  high  standing  and  ac- 
curate information,  that  Mexico  is  capable  of  furnishing  a  large  portion 
of  the  sugar  and  coffee  which  form  the  great  staples  of  Cuba  and  Brazil 
in  their  trade  with  the  United  States;  that  the  soil  and  climate  of 
Mexico  are  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  production  of  the  very  best  quali- 
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ties  of  these  important  articles  of  consamption ;  and  tbat  that  country 
Gonld  saccessfally  rival  Caba  in  the  prodaction  of  sngar,  and  Brazil  in 
the  production  of  coffee.  Yet  when  we  look  at  the  actnal  prodnction 
fbr  commerce,  over  and  above  the  home  consamption,  we  find  the  ex- 
portation of  those  articles  far  from  important. 

In  the  year  1873  the  total  exports  of  Mexico  amounted  to  the  value 
of  $33,168,609,  of  which  $25,373,673  was  in  coined  and  uncoined  metals; 
of  the  balance,  only  $532,913  was  in  coffee,  and  but  $10,860  in  sugar. 
Since  then  there  has  been  some  increase  in  the  export  of  these  two  arti- 
cles. But  taking  the  average  of  the  four  years  from  July  1, 1873,  to 
July  1, 1876,  we  find  that  the  export  cf  coffee  and  of  sugar  from  the 
port  of  Vera  Cruz,  which  is  the  principal  Mexican  sea-port  and  is  the 
point  where  the  export  of  these  products  to  foreign  countries  is  chiefly 
made,  has  amounted  to  but  $736,762  per  annum  of  coffee,  and  to  only 
$63,980  per  annum  of  sugar. 

The  value  of  the  total  imports  into  the  United  States  of  coffee,  during 
the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1877,  was  $53,634,991,  and  of  sugar 
$81,187,504.  It  is  therefore  apparent  that  any  supply  of  these  articles 
which  Mexico  can  as  yet  furnish  to  us  is  very  insignificant. 

That  a  continued  dependence  on  mining  alone  to  sustain  the  com- 
merce of  Mexico  with  the  rest  of  the  world  was  not  the  way  to  elevate 
the  nation  from  its  depressed  commercial  condition  has  long  been  well 
understood  by  the  leading  public  men  of  that  country,  and  the  develop- 
ment of  agriculture,  and  particularly  the  production  of  sugar  and  coffee, 
has  often  been  urged  by  them.  Eepresentatives  of  Mexico  have  re- 
cently called  attention  in  a  general  way,  jn  the  public  prints  and  in 
addresses  before  commercial  bodies  in  this  country,  to  the  fact  tbat  that 
country  could  supply  large  quantities  of  sugar  and  coffee,  and  that  if 
the  production  of  these  articles  should  be  developed,  then  Mexican  com- 
merce would  become  of  great  importance.  As  we  have  already  said, 
there  is  no  doubt  that  so  far  as  climate  and  soil  are  concerned  agricul- 
ture in  Mexico  could  be  developed  in  that  direction.  But  the  fact  meets 
us  on  the  threshold  of  the  discussion  that  these  articles  are  not  as  yet 
produced  to  a  much  greater  extent  than  is  required  for  home  consump- 
tion, and  the  inquiry  therefore  naturally  arises  why  they  are  not.  It 
cannot  be  alleged  that  the  United  States  can  stimulate  their  produc- 
tion by  offering  a  market  for  them,  for  our  market  has  been  as  open  to 
Mexico  as  it  has  been  to  Brazil  or  to  Cuba.  Of  late  years  we  have  levied 
no  duty  on  coffee,  nor  have  we  imposed  a  higher  duty  on  Mexican  sugar 
than  on  Cuban  sugar.  Why  is  it,  then,  tbat  neither  Mexican  coffee  nor 
sugar  have  been  brought  to  this  country  to  any  extent,  when  our  mar- 
ket has  invited  them  both! 

Attention  has  also  been  called,  through  the  same  channels,  to  the 
large  trade  in  agricultural  implements  which  might  be  stimulated  witU 
Mexico,  and  to  the  fact  that  such  improved  Implements  would  vastly 
increase  the  agricultural  product  of  that  country.  There  is,  no  doubt, 
a  great  field  for  improvement  in  that  particular,  and  both  the  sale  of 
these  articles  and  their  evident  utility  would  certainly  tend  to  increase 
commerce. 

The  Mexican  tariff  admits  agricultural  implements  and  machinery 
free  of  duty,  but  yet  their  importation  has  been  very  small.  What, 
then,  are  the  causes  that  have  prevented  this  trade  from  assuming 
greater  proportions  long  ago  f 

Mr.  Foster,  our  minister  to  Mexico,  in  an  interview  with  your  com- 
mittee stated  as  follows : 

The  Mexicans  are  not  progressive,  and  nse  rather  primitiye  implements.  There  is 
a  prejodioe  against  improved  implements.    They  do  not  understand  their  use,  and  the 
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lalMriBg  elaaws  dertroy  Ibem  wheiMTer  Uiej  gtt  an  oppottimity,  as  tbey  think  tliey 
depriTe  them  of  work.  The  qaaDtity  introdaoed  into  the  coaotry  is  very  small. 
Another  obstacle  is  the  lack  of  £Mility  to  repair  the  maehioes  when  they  get  out  of 
Older.  The  plow  that  ia  oaad  is  almost  ideatieal  with  that  need  in  Scriptare  tines. 
Almaat  aU  thie  grain  ia  thrashed  by  hones  or  with  branches  of  trees-  .A  large  portiopi 
of  it  is  cleaned  by  the  treading  of  horses  and  the  winnowing  of  the  wind.  Tais  sys- 
tem of  agricnltnre  is  in  vogne  even  to  the  gates  of  the  capital. 

These  obstacles  will  oDdoabtedly  be  remoTed  in  time,  but  it  mast  be 
by  the  advanoemeiit  oi  the  people  in  intelligence  and  indostry,  and  Qan- 
not  be  by  any  direct  action  which  is  within  oar  power.  The  canses 
which  prevent  agricnltore  from  developing  in  Mexico  are  not  to  be 
remedied  by  tariffs  or  commercial  treaties,  and  they  are  not  unknown 
to  Me^ican^statesmen. 

The  bnrean  of  agricnltore,  in  a  report  to  the  Mexican  Congress  in 
December^  1846,  spiking  of  the  low  condition  of  agriculture,  said : 

It  is  sad  to  state  there  is  never  any  seeority  for  property  with  ns,  and  this  for  sev- 
eral reasons.  One  is  the  eontinnal  changes  in  oar  public  affairs  and  the  contifinal 
violations  of  public  peace.  Another  is  the  absence  of  ponishuient  for  criminals  by 
law.  The  stealing  of  horaes  and  cattle  particalarly  is  carried  on  withont  intermis- 
sion^  which  keeps  the  agricaltnrist  continaally  in  fear  and  uncertainty.  Other  caoses 
are  the  impressment  of  laborers  for  military  service,  the  impressment  of  animals  for 
military  traosnortatioo,  the  impreasment  of  fields  and  crops  for  pasturage  and  feed  of 
horses  and  mules  belonging  to  the  army,  and,  finally,  the  forced  loans,  which,  although 
caUed  extraordinaryi  are  of  as  ordinary  occurrence  as  all  other  taxes. 

Twenty-two  years  later,  Mr.  Joaquin  Barranda,  in  a  speech  in  the 
Mexican  Congress,  April  22, 1868,  said  (Appendix,  p.  33): 

Since  the  independence  our  unfortunate  country  has  traced  a  tortuous  and  bloody 
road. 

What  is  the  canne  of  the  present  state  of  onr  agriculture,  our  oommeroe,  and  oar  in- 
dustry !  Sevolution.  What  is  the  reason  onr  country  is  so  unfortunate  when  it  should 
be  so  happy  f  Revolption.  What  is  the  pretext  of  which  our  enemies  at  home  have 
availed  to  beg  foreign  Intervention  f  Revolution.  What  is  the  apparent  motive  upon 
which  foTOign  nations  have  pretended  toint0rvene  in  onr  political  questions  and  to  sob- 
jngateost    Bevolotion.    Always  levolntion. 


\  Mariscal,  formerly  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  in  a  8i>eeoh  in  the 
Mexican  Congress  in  1871  (Appendix,  p.  42),  said : 

No  one  denies  that  onr  oountiy  has  been  jndged  with  much  severity,  owing  to  its 
chronic  anarchy  since  the  independeoce,  producing  the  phenomenon  of  hi^mlliating 
poverty  in  the  midst  of  elementary  riches. 

In  ej^aminipg  t)ie  statistics  of  comuierce  with  Mexico  from  year  to  year 
attention  is  at  once  attracted  to  the  fact  that  whenever  there  has  been  a 
period  of  peace  an<[  quiet,  even  during  the  short  supremacy  of  the  Max- ' 
imilian  regimej  commerce  immediately  expanded,  and  on  the  reappear- 
ance of  the  blighting  breath  of  anarchy  and  revolution  it  again  iaifpe* 
diately  diminished  in  an  important  degree. 

Before  passing  to  the  problem  of  securing  our  proper  share  of  the 
cominerce  of  Mexico,  such  as  it  is,  we  have  deemed  it  proper  to  thus  call 
attention  to  the  fact  that  the  whole  commerce  of  tbat  country,  and  its 
productive  capacity,  is  crippled  by  the  cancer  of  revolution  and  anarchy. 
This  is,  besides,  the  one  great  cause  of  all  our  troubles  and  all  the  dis- 
turbances of  onr  relations  with  the  neighboring  republic. 

There  is  no  good  reason  why  we  should  not  be  the  leading  power  in 
the  inarkets  of  Mexico,  as  also  in  those  of  Central  and  South  America. 
We  should  at  least  be  able  to  pay  for  our  imports  from  those  countries 
with  the  products  ot  our  industry,  instead  of  paying  annually  large  bal- 
ances in  gold,  particularly  as  our  goods,  in  quality  and  price,  ean  com- 
pete with  all  others. 

The  figures  already  quoted  of  the  average  anpual  icoimn^rQe  of  the. 
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United  States  with  Mexico  for  the  five  years  ended  Jane  30, 1876,  show- 
that  oar  imports  from  Mexico  exceeded  oar  exports  to  that  coantry 
daring  that  period  to  the  amoant  of  $6,465,183  per  annam.  Bat  daring 
the  fiscal  year  ended  Jane  30, 1877,  the  proportion  has  been  still  more 
unfavorable,  oar  imports  from  Mexico  having  amoanted  to  $15,444,583, 
and  oar  exports  to  bat  $5,898,733,  showing  an  excess  of  imports  over 
exports  for  the  last  fiscal  year  of  $9,545,850.  It  should  also  be  stated 
that  of  oar  exports  only  $4,509,041  was  of  domestic  prodacts ;  that  is 
to  say,  of  all  the  products  of  oar  industry  and  skill,  we  sold  to  Mexico 
during  the  last  fiscal  year  only  to  the  extent  of  48  cents  per  capita  of 
the  population  of  that  country. 

In  considering  whether  a  commercial  treaty  could  give  us  increased 
facilities  for  trade  with  Mexico,  it  would  appear  that  no  results  of  any 
Importance  can  be  looked  for  by  that  means.  Of  all  our  imports  from 
Mexico,  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 1876,  we  find  that  90  per 
cent,  came  in  free  of  duty,  and  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 
1877,  the  proportion  was  91  per  cent  The  list  of  articles,  free  of  duty 
under  our  present  tariff,  embraces  a  large  proportion  of  the  special 
products  of  Mexico  and  the  Spanish  American  countries  generally,  with 
the  exception  of  sugar  and  tobacco.  The  average  proportion  of  ail  our 
imports  from  Mexico,  Central  and  South  America,  during  the  fiscal  year 
ended  June  30,  1876,  which  came  in  free  of  duty,  was  94  per  cent. 

There  is,  therefore,  but  little  more  left  for  us  to  oft'er  as  an  equivalent 
for  increased  facilities,  such  as  an  abatement  of  duties  on  the  importa- 
tion of  our  products  into  Mexico  or  any  of  those  countries.  As  we  have 
before  stated,  our  agricultural  implements  and  machinery  are  now  ad- 
mitted free  of  duty,  under  the  existing  tariff  of  Mexico. 

Nor  must  we  ignore  the  fact  that  the  idea  of  a  treaty  of  commerce 
vrith  the  United  States  is  exceedingly  unpopular  in  the  neighboring  re- 
public, as  indicated  by  the  following  extract  from  one  of  the  leading 
papers  of  the  city  of  Mexico : 

The  coosequences  of  a  treaty  of  commerce,  as  the  American  statesmen  nnderstand 
it,  would  be  the  peaceable  conquest  brought  about  by  the  industrials,  the  merchants, 
by  millions  of  immigrants,  which  would,  in  a  few  years,  result  in  the  disappearance  of 
our  own  oharacter  as  an  independent  people. 

Therefore  we  hold  the  advice  given  by  our  French  colleague  (Trait  d'Union)  to  the 
Mexican  Government  wise  and  highly  sensible.  Let  us  open  our  doors  wide  to  ex- 
changes with  European  commerce  and  industry,  and  thereby  create  and  foster  interests 
which  will  be  a  barrier  to  Anglo-Saxon  prentensions,  and  thus  we  may  secure  our  in« 
dependenoe  for  the  future. 

This  expresses  a  very  strong  and  general  feeling. 

The  only  proposition  that  has  been  made  by  a  Mexican  statesman, 
which  is  more  than  a  mere  dealing  in  generalities,  is  contained  in  Mr. 
Bomero's  article  on  the  exportation  of  Mexican  sugar  (Appendix,  p.  403). 
It  will  be  seen  that  he  bases  his  argument  on  the  proposition  that  the 
United  Htates  should  admit  Mexican  sugar  either  free  of  duty  or  with  an 
abatement  of  two  cents  per  pound,  and  that  then  sugar  would  be  produced 
to  a  larger  extent  in  Mexico,  and  yield  to  the  producers  two  cents  a 
XK)nnd  greater  profit.  He  suggests  that,  as  an  equivalent,  Mexico  would 
reduce  their  tariff  on  articles  which  we  export  to  them.  As  this  is  the 
only  tangible  proposition  ever  made,  we  may  as  well  consider  here 
whether  it  contains  any  substantial  protnise. 

The  commicte  is  well  aware  that  a  proposition  to  abate  the  duty  on 
sugar  would  meet  with  two  serious  objections  in  Congress,  first,  that  the 
revenue  is  needed,  and,  second,  that  we  have  a  considerable  sugar-pro- 
ducing interest  in  our  own  country,  which  is  capable  of  expansion  and 
therefore  needs  protection.  But  granting  that  such  reduction  is  feasible^ 
III 
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the  production  of  sugar  is  8till  nn  iudustry  as  yet  hardly  existing  in 
Mexico,  as  far  as  its  exportation  is  concerned,  and  has  many  other 
drawbacks  to  its  development  besides  any  impediment  to  be  found  in 
the  tariff  of  the  United  States.  When  we  look  for  an  equivalent  for 
such  reduction,  we  find  that  the  only  one  which  would  be  adequate 
would  be  an  abatement  of  the  Mexican  import  duties  on  our  cotton  goods. 
It  is  our  opinion  that  no  such  abatement  could  be  obtained.  There 
are  two  weighty  objections  which  would  be  made  in  Mexico  that  appear 
.nsurmoun table.  One  is  the  existence  of  a  considerable  interest  in  that 
country  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  cotton  goods,  which  interest 
has  always  been  fostered  and  protected  by  Mexico,  and  which  would 
make  strenuous  efforts  to  resist  a  reduction  of  the  tariff'  on  American 
importations.  The  other  objection  would  be  that  Mexico  could  not  dis- 
criminate in  our  favor  against  England,  France,  and  Germany,  and  tbat 
a  general  reduction  of  the  duties  on  all  imported  cotton  goods  would  be 
of  little  advantage  to  us,  while  it  would  seriously  cripple  the  revenue  of 
Mexico,  and  be  disastrous  to  her  own  manufacturing  interests. 

We  must  therefore  dismiss  this  idea,  also,  as  one  not  promising  sub- 
stantial results. 

From  the  official  statements  of  the  foreign  commerce  of  Mexico  it 
appears  that  upward  of  two-third  of  all  importations  into  that  country 
consist  of  dry  goods,  and  chiefly  of  cotton  fabrics. 

It  is  in  this  latter  article  that  our  trade  with  Mexico  is  probably  capa- 
ble of  the  most  expansion. 

The  valuable  report  of  Minister  Nelson  (Appendix,  p.  398),  and  the 
statements  of  our  consuls,  unite  in  insisting  that  the  efforts  to  obtain 
that  trade  must  be  chiefly  made  by  our  manufacturers  adapting  their 
goods  to  the  tastes  and  habits  of  the  Mexican  people,  and  by  combining 
with  our  capitalists  to  give  importing  merchants  in  Mexico  similar  facili- 
ties and  credits  to  those  they  obtain  in  England.  These  views  are  for- 
cibly supported  in  a  very  interesting  and  intelligently  written  letter  from 
a  merchant  resident  in  the  interior  of  Mexico,  which  will  be  found  on 
page  407  of  the  Appendix. 

While  wo  invite  careful  attention  to  the  practical  suggestions  proceed- 
ing from  these  intelligent  sources,  we  do  not  consider  it  our  province  to 
elaborate  this  branch  of  the  subject,  but  rather  turn  our  attention  more 
particularly  to  the  question  of  what  action  our  government  can  take  to 
promote  the  interests  of  our  people  in  this  direction. 

We  therefore  pass  to  the  practical  measures  for  increasing  our  facili- 
ties of  communication  with  Mexico,  which  are  suggested  in  the  various 
reports  in  Appendix  F,  and  which  recommend  themselves  to  the  favor- 
able consideration  of  the  committee. 

First.  It  is  our  opinion  that  regular  steamship  communication  between 
our  ports  and  the  ports  of  Mexico  should  be  encouraged  by  our  govern- 
ment, and  especially  with  the  port  of  Vera  Cruz,  as  there  is  railroad 
communication  from  that  port  to  the  city  of  Mexico. 

The  liberal  policy  of  the  Mexican  Government,  which  for  a  number  of 
years  past  has  paid  to  American  steamship  lines  a  considerable  subsidy 
for  carrying  its  mails  between  the  gulf  ports,  and  from  Vera  Cruz  to 
!New  Orleans  and  to  New  York,  as  also  between  the  Mexican  Pacific 
ports,  and  from  those  ports  to  San  Francisco  and  Panama,  deserves  all 
praise,  and  we  should  follow,  as  we  ought  to  have  led,  with  a  liberal 
IK)licy  on  our  part  in  contracting  for  mail-service  by  steamship  lines  from 
oar  ports  to  those  of  Mexico. 

This  is  the  improvement  in  our  trade  facilities  that  is  immediately 
wanted  to  promote  intercommunication  and  cheapen  freights,  and  is  that 
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which  is  best  adapted  to  oar  existing  trade,  and  such  channels  of  com- 
merce as  are  at  present  available. 

Second.  Of  far  more  promise  and  importance  to  oar  commercial  inter- 
coarse,  bat  requiring  more  time  for  its  practical  application,  woaid  be 
the  extension  of  one  or  more  of  our  lines  of  railroad  into  Mexico. 

That  there  are  no  serioas  physical  difficalties  in  the  way  of  sach  ex- 
tension has  been  well  known  since  the  time  of  Humboldt's  visit  to  Mex- 
ico, at  the  beginning  of  this  century.  In  his  political  essay  on  New 
Spain,  that  eminent  observer,  who  paid  particular  attention  to  the  to- 
pography of  the  country,  with  reference  to  its  facilities  for  commerce, 
gives  an  accurate  and  most  interesting  geographical  description  of  the 
portion  of  Mexico  that  would  be  so  traversed.  The  following  statement 
in  its  principal  features  is  taken  mainly  from  his  observations: 

The  eastern  coast  of  Mexico  has,  properly  speaking,  no  port ;  for  Yera 
Oruz  is  merely  a  bad  anchorage  between  the  shallows  of  la  Galeta,  la 
Gallega,  and  la  Lavandera.  From  this  port,  such  as  it  is,  a  narrow  belt 
of  lowland  extends  to  the  mountains,  and  then  there  is  an  ascent,  which 
is  almost  impracticable  for  a  railway  to  the  principal,  most  desirable, 
and  most  populous  part  of  Mexico,  the  high  table-laud  on  which  the  city 
of  Mexico  as  well  as  all  the  most  important  cities  are  situated.  There 
is  not  in  the  whole  country,  after  leaving  the  gulf  coast,  a  single  navi- 
gable river. 

From  the  city  of  Mexico  the  high  table-lands  extend  with  a  gradual 
descent  toward  the  north  to  Texas,  and  as  far  as  New  Mexico.  Hum- 
boldt expressly  calls  attention  to  this  admirable  topography  for  a  wagon- 
road,  and  points  out  how,  from  the  line  of  Louisiana,  an  almost  uninter- 
rupted plain  leads  with  a  very  gradual  ascent  to  the  plateau  upon  which 
the  city  of  Mexico  is  situated. 

South  of  the  Rio  Grande  there  is  not  a  noticeable  river  to  be  crossed. 

The  distinguished  geographer  speaks  of  wagon-roads  simply  because 
railroads  were  not  then  known.  But  from  his  remarks,  confirmed  as 
they  have  been  by  all  subsequent  observers,  the  conclusion  is  irresist- 
ible that  if  any  country  is  both  destined  to  be  developed  by  railroads 
and  dependent  on  railroads  for  its  development,  it  is  the  high  table- 
land region  of  Mexico  from  the  city  of  Mexico  to  the  Rio  Grande,  and 
that  nature  itself  indicates  the  line  for  such  railroads.  One  or  more 
railroads  extended  from  Texas  into  Mexico  on  this  natural  route  would 
connect  the  important  cities  of  Monterey,  San  Luis  Potosi,  Durango, 
Zacatecas,  Aguas  Calientes,  Guadalajara,  Leon,  Guanajuato,  Queretaro, 
the  city  of  Mexico,  and  many  others  with  our  country. 

The  railroad  now  in  operation  from  Vera  Cruz  to  the  city  of  Mexico 
is  wonderful  for  the  skill  displayed  in  its  construction  in'overcoming 
very  great  natural  obstacles.  But  its  charges  for  freight  are  necessarily 
high,  its  construction  having  been  enormously  expensive,  and  its  heavy 
grades  and  sharp  curves  make  the  runniog  expenses  large  in  proportion 
to  the  freights  which  can  be  moved.  On  the  other  hand,  lines  of  rail- 
road on  the  table-land  would  be  able  to  give  very  cheap  freights,  and 
would  off%r  a  direct  and  far  more  feasible  connection  with  our  own  seats 
of  commerce  than  that  by  way  of  the  dangerous  and  sickly  harbors  of 
the  gulf  coast. 

The  great  civilizing  agency  of  railways  is  one  that  is  familiar  to  onr 
people;  but  while  we  realize  the  importance  of  this  subject,  and  while 
the  great  advantage  such  means  of  communication  would  give  Ameri- 
can commerce  over  all  other  in  Mexico  is  apparent,  yet  we  must  admit 
that  development  in  this  respect  is  for  the  present  prevented  by  that 
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primary  caase  of  all  Mexico^s  misfortanes — revolation,  anarchy,  and 
lawlessness. 

Still  the  very  important  advantages  which  woald  follow  such  railway 
connections,  and  the  great  help  they  would  offer  in  settling  the  troubles 
of  that  country,  makes  this  a  subject  which  should  not  be  lost  sight  of  in 
considering  our  relations  wit^  Mexico.  It  is  quite  obvious  that  the  devel- 
opment of  our  commerce  would  be  very  much  more  promoted  by  direct 
communication  with  the  interior  of  Mexico  than  by  the  most  successful 
competition  we  can  otherwise  look  for.  If  it  was  possible  to  make 
treaties  insuring  the  protection  of  capital  invested  in  such  enterprises, 
by  providing  that  in  case  of  the  inability  or  failure  of  the  Mexican  Gov- 
ernment to  afford  such  protection  our  government  could  do  so,  Ameri- 
can and  European  capital  might  be  invested  there  with  profit  and  safety. 

In  closing  this  branch  of  our  investigation,  the  extension  of  our  com- 
merce with  Mexico,  it  may  be  well  to  call  attention  to  the  question 
whether  we  are  not  assisting  the  competition  of  foreign  trade  with  our 
own  by  extending  the  facilities  of  the  transit  of  foreign  goods  through 
our  ports  under  bond  to  Mexico.  The  export  of  our  own  products  into 
Mexico,  and  notably  cotton  fabrics,  has  been  greatly  stimulated  by  the 
trade  of  San  Antonio  and  the  Texas  frontier  towns  with  Mexico.  Mexi- 
can traders  find  American  goods  there,  and  have  an  opportunity  to 
compare  them  with  others  and  appreciate  their  value,  while  in  the  in- 
terior of  Mexico  they  are  hardly  known.  They  find  them  better  and 
cheaper  than  English  goods  of  the  same  class.  It  is,  therefore,  a  matter 
deserving  serious  consideration  whether  our  trade  would  not  be  in- 
creased by  abolishing  the  facilities  for  carrying  foreign  goods  under 
bond  across  our  territory  into  that  country.  It  is  to  be  noticed  that 
this  proposition  was  brought  to  the  attention  of  Congress  as  a  measure 
to  counteract  the  evils  arising  from  the  Free  Zone,  in  a  report  made  to 
the  Senate  in  1870.    (Appendix,  p.  298.) 

The  conclusion  to  which  the  committee  come  as  to  the  effect  of  com- 
merce and  its  development  in  improving  our  relations  with  Mexico,  is 
that  although  it  offers  no  immediate  remedy,  yet  that  it  will,  and  prin- 
cipally in  connection  with  railways  extended  from  the  one  country  into 
the  other,  be  the  most  powerful  agency  in  improving  the  condition  of 
Mexico,  in  stimulating  legitimate  and  honest  industty,  and  putting 
down  anarchy  and  lawlessness.  Capital  is  timid  and  shrinks  from  dis- 
order. Its  introduction  into  Mexico  through  the  channels  of  commerce 
and  internal  improvements  would  strengthen  every  conservative  ele- 
ment in  that  country. 


RECOGNITION. 

The  coidial  sympathy  extended  by  the  United  States  to  the  people  of 
Mexico  in  their  struggle  for  independence,  and  the  alacrity  with  which 
that  independence  was  recognized  by  the  tinited  States,  is  well  known. 

The  choice  afterward  by  the  Mexican  people  of  a  republican  form  of 
government,  by  the  adoption  of  the  constitution  of  1824,  which  was 
modeled  after  our  own,  was  hailed  with  satisfaction  by  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  most  sanguine  hopes  were  entertained  for  the 
success  of  the  young  republic. 

But  it  was  soon  observed  that  the  chief  danger  threatening  the  main- 
tenance of  order  under  republican  institutions  in  Mexico  consisted  not 
so  much  in  any  monarchical  tendencies  on  the  part  of  that  people  as  in 
the  personal  ambition  of  their  military  chieftains  and  partisan  leaders* 
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which  speedily  led  to  a  anccession  of  revolationa,  carried  on  solely  for 
the  i)romotion  of  private  interests,  and  which  resulted  ia  the  establish- 
ment of  a  condition  of  anarchy. 

It  has  been  said  by  a  prominent  Mexican  historian,  Don  Lacas  Ala- 
man,  that  the  history  of  the  revelations  which  followed  the  overthrow 
of  the  constitution  of  1824  might  be  called  the  history  of  the  life  of 
Santa  Anna,  an  ambitious  and  able  soldier,  who,  in  his  person,  was  the 
embodiment  of  the  leading  idea  of  military  revolutions  for  personal 
aggrandizement. 

The  rise  of  the  liberal  party  in  1854,  which  succeeded  in  overthrowing 
Santa  Anna,  instituted  a  war  of  principle  in  the  place  of  the  previous 
struggles  for  personal  elevation  or  ambition. 

The  constitution  of  1857  then  became  the  new  departure  of  the  Mexi- 
can people;  and  when,  in  the  war  with  the  church  or  reactionary  party — 
the  war  of  reform,  as  it  was  called — the  constitutional  party,  represented 
by  Juarez,  was  finally  successful,  it  was  thought  that  the  period  of  mili- 
tary revolutions  had  passed. 

President  Buchanan  saw  in  the  success  and  permanence  of  the  con- 
stitutional order  in  Mexico  the  only  hope  for  the  establishment  of  a 
responsible  government  in  that  country,  or  for  the  maintenance  of  any 
satisfactoiy  relations  with  it.  In  his  message  of  December  19, 1859,  he 
said  (Appendix,  p.  439): 

It  was  impossible  to  maiDtain  friendly  intercoarse  with  a  govenimeot  like  that  at 
the  capital,  under  whose  nsnrped  aothority  wrongs  were  constantly  committed,  but 
neyer  redressed.  Had  this  been  an  established  government,  with  its  power  extend- 
ing,  by  the  consent  of  the  people,  over  the  whole  of  Mexico,  a  resort  to  hostilities 
against  it  wonld  have  been  q^alte  Justifiable,  and,  indeed,  necessary.  Bot  the  conn  try 
was  a  prey  to  civil  war,  and  it  was  hoped  that  the  success  of  the  constitutional  presi- 
dent might  lead  to  a  condition  of  things  less  injurious  to  the  United  States.  Tfiis 
success  became  so  probable,  that,  in  January  last,  I  employed  a  reliable  affent  to  visit 
Mexico  and  report  to  me  the  actual  condition  ana  prospects  of  the  contending  parties. 
In  consequence  of  his  report,  and  from  information  which  reached  me  from  other 
sources,  favorable  to  the  prospects  of  the  constitutional  cause,  I  felt  Justified  in  appoint- 
ing a  new  minister  to  Mexico,  who  might  embrace  the  earliest  suitable  opportunity  of 
restoring  our  diplomatic  relations  with  that  republic. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States,  taking  a  deep  interest  'in  the 
perpetuity  and  the  success  of  republican  institutions,  subsequently  sus- 
tained the  constitutional  government  of  Mexico,  by  its  recognition, 
through  the  entire  period  of  the  French  invasion  and  of  the  attempted 
empire  of  Maximilian,  believing  it  to  be  the  only  form  of  government 
promising  safety  to  the  Mexican  Republic  and  to  American  interests. 

This  recognition  was  continued  without  interruption  for  seventeen 
years,  from  April,  1859,  down  to  November,  1876,  when  the  constitu- 
tional order  was  overthrown  by  the  successful  military  revolution  of 
General  Diaz. 

It  may  be  said  that  General  Diaz  also  represents  the  liberal  consti- 
tutional party,  and  that  since  his  accession  to  power  he  has  called  an 
election,  and,  apparently  in  accordance  with  the  forms  of  the  coustitu- 
tion,  has  been  elected  President.  There  is  no  doubt  that  he  was  a  dis- 
tinguished leader  in  that  party  during  the  war  against  the  French  in- 
tervention ;  but  it  is  equally  true  that  he  has  revived  the  old  practice  of 
the  period  of  military  revolutions  in  subverting  the  powers  instituted 
under  the  constitution,  by  an  appeal  to  arms  for  the  purpose  of  obtain- 
ing power  for  himself.  It  has  been  correctly  said  by  the  Mexican  pub- 
licist Manuel  Payno  : 

The  truth  is,  that  peace  in  Mexico  will  never  be  established  until  the  law  shall  be 
invariably  respected  and  those  who  lose  an  election  do  not  appeal  to  arms. 
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It  has  been  the  policy  of  the  GovernmeDt  of  the  United  States  to 
recognize  de  facto  governments. 

In  all  cases  where  a  repablican  government  has  been  established  in 
the  place  of  monarchical  institntions,  or  is  strnggling  against  tho^e  in- 
stitntions,  onr  sympathies  have  led  ns  to  the  recognition  of  sach  a 
government  with  an  alacrity  which  displayed  onr  political  pteferences, 
and  has  been  repeatedly  commented  upon. 

The  same  sympathy  with  republican  institntions,  and  the  desire  for 
their  success  and  permanence,  has  naturally  led  to  hesitancy  in  recog- 
nizing authorities  emanating  ftom  a  revolution  which  subverted  the 
established  constitutional  order,  and  threatened  to  again  revive  the 
former  system  of  military  revolts  which  brought  ambitious  men  to  the 
surface,  and  not  only  endangered  the  existence  of  republican  govern- 
ment in  Mexico,  but  placed  in  doubt  the  possibility  of  maintaining  any 
satisfactory  relations  with  that  country. 

We  therefore  cannot  but  approve  of  the  policy  of  the  administration 
in  beiog  tardy  in  extending  the  recognition  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  to  the  successful  leaders  of  a  revolution  in  Mexico,  which 
seemed  to  mark  the  downfa:ll  of  republican  constitutional  order  in  that 
country,  and  the  revival  of  the  period  of  military  revolts. 

It  may  be  said,  however,  and  with  perfect  truth  and  correctness,  that 
it  is  not  our  preference  or  sympathy,  but  the  will  of  the  Mexican  people, 
which  has  to  decide  what  government  they  desire  to  maintain.  But  our 
interests  are  in  our  own  keeping,  and  from  the  moment  that  we  see  the 
Mexican  Eepublic  drift  from  what  we  consider  to  be  the  course  of 
safety,  it  devolves  upon  us  to  take  care  of  the  interests  of  our  citizens. 

It  was  but  natural  and  prudent  for  our  government,  therefore,  when 
it  became  apparent  that  the  authority  assumed  by  General  Diaz  might 
be  acquiesced  in  by  the  Mexican  people,  to  take  steps  to  ascertain 
whether  the  government  established  under  the  new  order  of  things 
possessed  the  power  and  had  the  disposition  to  comply  with  the  inter- 
national obligations  of  Mexico  toward  the  United  States,  and  would 
accede  to  the  reasonable  requests  which  the  safety  of  our  citizens  de- 
manded. 

One  of  the  conditions  entitling  a  de-facto  government  to  recognition 
is  that  it  demonstrates  its  power  in  its  own  country.  General  Diaz 
may  have  had,  and  no  doubt  did  have,  power  in  the  greater  portion  of 
Mexico,  but  where  it  was  m^ost  material  for  us  that  power  should  be 
exercised,  that  is,  on  our  own  border,  it  was  certainly  demonstrated  that 
he  did  not  have  it. 

This  is  shown  by  the  result  of  his  well-intentioned  and  peremptory 
order  for  the  arrest  of  the  raiders  on  the  Rio  Grande  City  jail  in  August, 
1877,  which  he  was  powerless  to  enforce. 

Tbe  position  of  the  United  States  with  regard  to  the  recognition  of 
the  government  of  General  Diaz  was  formally  stated  by  Mr.  Seward  in 
an  instruction  to  Mr.  Foster,  our  minister  to  Mexico,  May  16, 1877,  as 
follows : 

The  Goveroment  of  the  United  States,  in  its  dealings  with  the  Mexican  Repablic, 
has  aimed  to  pnrsne  not  merely  a  just  but  a  generous  and  friendly  course.  While 
earnest  to  guard  and  protect  the  rights  of  its  own  citizens  and  the  safety  of  its  own 
territory,  it  does  not  seek  to  intervene  in  political  contests  or  changes  of  administra- 
tion. *  *  *  In  the  present  case  it  waits  before  recognizing  General  Diaz  as  the 
President  of  Mexico  until  it  shall  be  assured  that  his  election  is  approved  by  the  Mexi- 
can people,  and  that  his  administration  is  possessed  of  stability  to  endure,  and  of  dis- 
position to  comply  with  the  rules  of  international  comity  and  the  obligations  of  trea- 
ties.   (Appendix,  p.  447.) 
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On  tbe  2d  of  Aagast,  1877,  Mr.  Evarts,  in  iustrncting  Mr.  Foster  to 
enter  into  conference  with  the  government  of  General  Diaz  with  refer- 
ence to  recognition,  and  especially  with  regard  to  a  settlement  of  the 
qnestions  pending  between  the  two  countries,  further  stated  the  posi- 
tion of  the  United  States,  as  follows : 

While  the  President  is  desirons  of  terminating,  as  early  as  may  be,  the  present  period 
of  suspended  diplomatic  relations  with  Mexico,  he  nevertheless  deems  it  essential  that 
those  relations  when  restored  shall  be  placed  upon  a  just  and  amicable  basis.  It  is 
only  upon  such  a  basis  that  they  could  be  permanent,  and  their  interruption,  if  it  should 
again  occur,  would  probably  menace  the  stability  of  the  one  government  and  the 
peace  of  both.  By  acceding  to  terms  which  will  secure  the  protection  of  the  lives  and 
property  of  American  citizens,  the  safety  of  American  ships,  and  tbe  security  of  Amer- 
ican territory  from  unlawful  depredations,  the  government  of  General  Diaz  will  give 
proof  of  its  strength  and  stability,  and  will  tnerefore  be  legitimately  entitled  to  be 
regarded  as  the  government  of  the  Mexican  Republic.    (Appendix,  p.  451.) 

Id  reporting  to  Mr.  Evarts  his  conferences  with  Mr.  Vallarta,  the 
Mexican  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  under  the  above  instruction,  Mr. 
Foster  states,  as  the  points  with  regard  to  which  assurances  of  a  proper 
settlement  were  expected,  the  following:  The  Rio  Grande  frontier 
troubles;  the  Zona  Libre;  the  proper  disposition  of  the  Indians  in  Coa- 
huila  and  Chihuahua;  the  rectification  of  the  boundary  of  the  Bio 
Grande,  or  the  recognition  of  rights  rendered  uncertain  consequent  on 
the  changes  of  the  channel  of  said  river;  the  abolition  of  the  law  which 
prevents  American  citizens  from  holding  real  estate  in  Mexico  on  the 
frontier;  the  exemption  of  American  residents  in  Mexico  from  forced 
loans;  the  recognition  and  adjustment  of  claims  of  Americans  arising 
from  the  Diaz  revolution  in  1871-72;  the  complaints  for  the  seizure  of 
the  American  vessels  Dreadnaught  and  Montana  at  Mazatlan,  and  the 
imprisonment  of  Consul  Sutter  and  other  outrages  at  Acapulco. 

The  chief  points,  it  will  be  noticed,  are  those  discussed  by  your  com- 
mittee in  this  report — the  border  troubles,  the  Free  Zone,  and  exemp- 
tion from  forced  loans. 

We  have  been  unable  to  discover  that  any  of  the  questions  thus  pre- 
sented and  awaiting  settlement  have  contained  provisions  to  which  any 
reasonable  objections  could  be  made.  Yet  it  will  be  seen  from  Mr. 
Fostert  several  dispatches  of  September  4  and  November  8, 1877  (Ap- 
pendix, pp.  451  to  456),  that  the  government  of  General  Diaz  has  not  only 
refused  to  give  any  assurances  as  to  any  of  the  points  presented,  but 
that  so  far  from  any  progress  having  been  made  during  the  discussion 
of  the  questions,  it  appears  that  Mr.  Vallarta  has  even  disavowed  the 
ai)ologies  made  and  the  salute  to  our  flag  at  Acapulco  for  the  outrage  of 
the  imprisonment  of  the  American  consul  at  that  port,  as  being  but  an 
extra-official  act  of  the  local  authorities.    (Appendix,  p.  452.) 

The  still  later  correspondence  relating  to  the  action  of  the  govern- 
ment of  General  Diaz  with  regard  to  the  punishment  of  a  Mexican  offi- 
cer for  co-operation  with  our  troops  on  the  border  (Appendix,  p.  458), 
and  showing  that  up  to  the  present  time  no  punishment  for  offenses 
committed  on  that  border  has  been  inflicted  in  Mexico  (Appendix,  pp. 
457  and  461),  we  have  already  referred  to. 

It  will  thus  be  perceived  that  while  the  delay  at  first  in  steps  toward 
recognition  on  the  part  of  our  government  was  dictated  b^*  those  con- 
siderations of  prudence  which  justly  apply  in  all  similar  cases,  the  sub* 
iseqnent  delay  in  that  recognition  has  arisen  from  the  refusal  of  the 
government  of  General  Diaz  to  enter  upon  any  settlement  whatever  of 
t^he  questions  pending  between  the  two  countries,  which  involve  the 
jghts  and  protection  of  American  citizens. 
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It  18  a  popular  error  that  the  qaestion  of  the  reoognition  of  the  govern- 
ment  of  General  Diaz  has  stood  in  the  way  of  the  extension  of  oar  com- 
mercial relations.  We  have  shown  that  it  has  not  an  essential  connec- 
tion with  commerce.  It  may  be  snfficient,  however,  to  call  attention  to 
the  fact  that  neither  England  nor  France,  oar  principal  competitors  in 
that  trade,  have  had  diplomatic  relations  with  Mexico  since  1S67  and 
have  not  to  tbis  dav. 


CONOLUSIOX. 

A  complete  knowleilge  and  correct  appreciation  of  the  facts  regarding 
oar  relations  with  Mexico  is  the  first  indispensable  requisite  for  forming 
proper  conclasions  and  arriving  at  correct  results  in  dealing  with  that 
qaestion.  The  collection  and  proper  presentation  of  the  facts  has  there- 
fore been  the  main  object  of  the  labor  of  your  committee,  and  must  be 
its  chief  merit. 

A  practical  and  sensible  policy*  must  be  based  upon  the  real  condition 
of  things,  and  not  upon  a  fancied  condition,  pictured  from  ignorance, 
misrepresentation,  or  the  fictions  of  diplomatic  courtesy. 

The  chief  difficulty  in  our  dealings  with  Mexico  has  always  been 
found  in  the  weakness  of  her  government,  resulting  from  its  uncertain 
tenure  and  theconstant  danger  of  revolution.  Under  such  circumstances 
we  can  well  understand  that  with  the  best  intentions  a  government 
could  not  enforce  its  laws  and  its  obligations  towards  us,  against  local 
authorities  and  turbulent  factions  which  might  at  any  time  endanger 
its  own  existence. 

In  1876,  Captain  McNally,  in  his  evidence  before  the  special  com- 
mittee of  Congress,  stated  : 

Tbe  Government  of  Mexico  is  unable  to  break  tbis  tbing  up.  If  President  Lerdo 
were  to  send  an  officer  down  there,  honest  enough  to  act  vigorously  against  these  fel- 
lows and  with  a  sufficient  force  to  stop  these  raids,  tbe  State  of  Taniaolipas  would  be 
in  revolution  in  less  than  three  months. 

Mr.  Foster  stated  in  an  interview  with  your  committee,  as  follows : 

That  frontier  has  been  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  dangerous  localities  in  the  whole 
republic  in  which  to  originate  revolutions.  Hence,  whatever  government  may  be  in 
power  it  is  very  careful  not  to  give  the  States  in  that  region  cause  or  pretext  for  re- 
volt. This  fact  explains  why  Jnarez  retained  Cortina  in  power  in  Tamaulipas  daring 
his  presidency,  and  why  Mr.  Lerdo  did  the  same  until  near  the  close  of  his  term. 

If  the  government  of  Juarez  and  Lerdo,  with  its  legitimate  position 
under  the  constitution,  and  the  prestige  of  its  long  hold  on  power,  could 
not  exert  its  authority  in  these  localities,  we  cannot  expect  General 
Diaz  in  his  more  precarious  position  to  be  any  stronger. 

Notwithstanding  this  weakness  and  the  inability  of  the  Mexican 
Government  to  do  what  we  had  a  right  to  ask  of  them,  they  have  always 
claimed  the  same  deference  to  their  position  which  the  most  firmly  es- 
tablished power  would  expect. 

This  great  disproportion  between  tbe  claims  of  the  Mexican  Govern- 
ments and  the  performance  of  their  duties  as  governments  toward  a 
neighboring  power  has  been  the  great  difficulty  in  our  intercourse.  The 
fictions  of  diplomacy  have  disregarded  the  wide  difiference  in  the  condi- 
tion  of  our  government  and  theirs,  and  entire  equality  and  reciprocity 
have  been  always  claimed  and  conceded. 

This  fiction  should  be  abandoned.  Our  intentions  are  not  ioimical 
toward  Mexico,  and  entire  sincerity  and  frankness  would  be  the  best 
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basis  for  the  fatare  relations  of  both  nations,  and  woald  be  most  apt  to 
lead  to  good  and  permanent  resnlts. 

Mr.  Yallarta,  the  Mexican  minister  of  foreign  afBAirs,  touched  the  trae 
key  of  our  relations  with  Mexico  when  he  stated  to  Mr.  Foster  (Ap- 
pendix, p.  455),  <<  that  the  enforcement  of  its  constitutional  guarantees 
ought  not  to  be  expected  of  Mexico  with  the  same  strictness  as  of  the 
United  States ;  and  that  it  was  not  just  to  require  Mexico  to  base  its 
treaties  with  foreign  nations  upon  the  principle  of  reciprocity,  and  that 
the  United  States  should  not  expect  Mexico  to  guarantee  the  same  rights 
to  its  citizens  which  the  United  States  are  able  to  give  to  Mexicans, 
because  the  circumstances  of  the  two  countries  are  so  entirely  different." 

Our  government  has,  in  effect,  in  its  relations  with  Mexico,  often  con- 
sidered what  is  thus  suggested^  and  has  made  allowance  for  the  excep- 
tional condition  of  the  Mexican  Government.  But  that  government 
should  aJso  duly  consider  the  same  fact.  We  have  not  held  that  gov* 
emment  to  as  strict  a  responsibility  as  we,  no  doubt,  would  have  held 
England,  if  we  had  had  Canadian  border  tronbles  similar  to  tihose  that 
have  existed  on  the  Mexican  border.  But  when  we  take  the  necessary 
measures  for  our  own  defense,  such  as  the  pursuit  of  robbers  beyond  our 
IxMxlers,  the  government  of  General  Biaz  should  remember  its  own  sug- 
gestion and  not  interpose  the  injured  rights  of  a  sovereignty  which  we 
have  no  intention  of  violating. 

Reciproeity  cannot  be  a  necessary  feature  in  treaties  where  the  con- 
ditions of  the  two  nations  are  so  different,  and  it  relieves  us  of  the  fear 
of  eluding  the  national  pride  of  our  neighbors  when  that  suggestion, 
so  true  and  so  important,  is  advanced  by  them  and  not  by  us. 

Passing  to  the  several  wrongs  which  our  people  have  suffered  in  the 
order  in  which  we  have  presented  them,  the  conclusions  to  which  we  are 
led  are  irresistible.  First,  we  cannot  consent  that  the  rights  of  Amer- 
ican citizens  so  far  as  they  are  affected  by  our  relations  with  Mexico, 
and  least  of  all  the  protection  which  this  government  owes  to  its  own 
I)eople,  shall  be  dependent  alone  upon  treaty  stipulations,  except  such 
stipulations  as  will  admit  and  facilitate  such  protection  as  our  govern- 
ment itself  can  give. 

The  short  time  of  comparative  peace  now  enjoyed  on  the  border  is 
due  to  the  presence  of  our  troops  and  to  the  order  to  cross  in  pursuit  if 
necessary.  The  number  of  troops  should  not  be  reduced,  and  this  order, 
which  alone  has  given  efficiency  to  our  defense,  should  remain  in  force 
until  such  treaty  stipulation  shall  have  been  made  as  will  lead  to  the 
same  result. 

A  mode  should  be  settled  upon  under  which  the  actual  losses  of  our 
citizens  shall  be  ascertained  and  by  which  Mexico  shall  indemnify  them 
for  the  losses  for  which  that  government  is  responsible. 

The  Free  Zone,  which  wo  have  shown  to  be  one  of  the  greatest  sources 
of  the  evils  on  our  border,  should  be  abolished. 

An  arrangement  should  also  be  made,  by  an  amendment  of  the  pres- 
ent extradition  treaty  or  otherwise,  by  means  of  which  the  punishment 
of  criminals  can  be  secured  whether  the  criminals  be  residents  of  one 
side  of  the  border  or  the  other.  But  no  reciprocal  rules  can  be  admit- 
ted which  would  require  the  surrender  of  American  citizens  for  trial  by 
Mexican  courts. 

Such  treaty  stipulations  should  further  be  insisted  upon  as  will  exempt 
American  citizens  in  Mexico  from  forced  loans  and  all  illegal  exactions, 
and  at  the  same  time  secure  adequate  compensation  for  the  exactions 
they  have  hitherto  suffered. 

When  these  provisions  for  the  protection  of  the  rights  of  our  citizens 

IV 
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shall  have  been  secured,  we  may  hope  to  enter  into  a  period  of  amicable 
relations  which,  being  based  npon  mutual  justice  and  fair  dealing,  will 
hold  out  a  prospect  of  permanency. 

We  are  a  strong  power  dealing  with  a  weaker  one.  This  imposes  on 
us  the  duty  to  be  careful  never  to  make  any  demands  that  are  not  right 
and  just.  When  we  do  make  such  demands,  dictated  by  right  and 
justice,  it  becomes  equally  our  duty  to  insist  upon  them  with  firmness. 

The  committee  beg  leave  to  submit  to  the  House  the  following  joint 
resolution,  and  recommend  its  passage : 

JOINT  RESOLUTION. 

• 

Be  it  resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  Americaj  in  Congress  assembled^  That  experience  has  fully 
demonstrated  the  necessity,  under  existing  conditions,  for  the  presence 
of  an  adequate  military  force  on  the  Mexican  border  in  Texas,  as  the 
only  guarantee  of  the  lives  and  property  of  our  citizens  against  thecat- 
tle-thieves,  robbers,  and  murderers  who  cross  from  the  Mexican  side  of 
the  Bio  Grande ;  and  that  the  President  is  therefore  requested  to  keep 
on  that  border,  from  the  mouth  of  the  Bio  Grande  to  El  Paso,  a  military 
force  of  not  less  than  five  thousand  men,  of  which  at  least  three  thou- 
sand shall  be  cavalry. 

2.  That  the  orders  of  the  President,  issued  by  the  Secretary  of  War 
June  1, 1877,  authorizing  the  crossing  of  the  border  by  our  troops,  in 
certain  cases,  are  necessary'  for  an  efficient  defense  of  the  lives  and 
property  of  our  citizens,  and  should  not  be  withdrawn  or  modified  until 
treaty  stipulations  shall  have  been  agreed  to  by  Mexico  that  will  se- 
cure an  equally  efficient  protection. 

3.  That  the  following  should  be  secured  by  treaty  stipulations : 
First.  Indemnity  for  injuries  to  the  persons,  and  losses  or  injuries  to 

the  property  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  for  which  the  Government 
of  Mexico  shall  be  found  liable. 

Second.  The  abolition  of  the  Free  Zone. 

Third.  Such  provisions  as  will  hereafter  secure  on  the  border,  the 
speedy  trial  and  punishment  of  criminals,  residents  or  citizens  of  Mexi- 
co, as  well  as  others,  in  the  courts  within  whose  jurisdiction  the  crimes 
have  been  committed 

Fourth.  The  exemption  of  American  citizens  residing  in  Mexico,  from 
forced  loans  and  all  other  illegal  exactions. 
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of  the  attitude  maintained  by  the  United  Staes  during  the  French  intervention,  p.  2-^. 

19.  Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seward,  January  H,  1868,  trannniitting  manifesto  addn^t«»ed 
by  the  Congrtssof  Mexico  to  the  Mexican  people,  and  commenting  upon  the  relerence 
therein  made  to  the  above  subject,  p.  29. 

20.  Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seward.  December  26,  1867,  relating  to  the  election  of  Presi- 
dent Juarez  and  the  condition  of  the  country,  p.  30. 

21.  Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seward,  February  24,  1368.  Reports  of  revolutionary  move- 
ments, p.  31. 

22.  Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seward,  April  20.  1868.  Revolutionary  movement  by  General 
Negrete  in  favor  of  Gonzalez  Ortega,  p.  :^. 
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23.  Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seward,  April  24, 1868,  transmitting  a  speech  made  in  the  Mex- 
ican CoDgresB  by  a  pioniineut  member  upon  the  situation  of  the  c  untr.v,  p.  32. 

24.  Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seward,  May  23, 18G8.     Further  revolutionary  niovemeuTs,  p.  34. 
2r>.  Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seward,  May  25«  1868.    Extraordiuary  faculties  asked  by  the 

Federal  executive  and  the  governors  of  the  states,  p.  36. 

26.  Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seward,  St'pt-ember,  10,  1868.  Success  of  the  government  in 
suppressing  the  revolutionary  moveuieiits,  p.  36. 

27.  Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fisb,  October  9.  1871,  Renewal  of  revolutionary  movements. 
General  Trevino  pronounces  against  Pr^^sident  Juarez.  Porfirio  Diaz  proclaimed  by 
lUe  iiisurgents;  outbieak  in  the  city  of  Mexico  headed  by  General  Negret**,  p.  36. 

28.  Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fish,  O  tober  30,  1871.  President  Juarez  re-elected;  decree 
of  General  Trevifio,  dinavowing  the  government  of  President  Juarez,  and  recognizing 
General  Dinz  as  the  leader  of  tiie  revolutionists,  p.  39. 

29.  Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fish,  November  9,  1871.  Furth^  revolutionary  movements; 
defection  of  governmeut  troops,  p.  40. 

30.  Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fish,  November  28, 1871,  transmitting  a  proclamation  of  Gen- 
eral Diaz,  declaring  for  the  revolution,  accusing  President  Juarez  of  begging  for  the 
''humiliating  protectorate  of  the  United  States,"  and  of  seeking  to  place  the  country 
under  the  *'  Yankee  whip" ;  also,  proclamation  by  General  Alatorre,  in  which  he  states 
that ''  General  Diaz  lebels  because  he  has  not  been  elected  President  of  the  republic", 
p.  40. 

31.  Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fish,  November  29,  1871.  transmitting  synopsis  of  a  speech 
delivered  iu  the  Mexican  Congress  by  Mr.  Mariscal,  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  allud- 
ing to  the  probable  action  of  the  United  States,  and  the  incursions  of  filibusters  in 
the  northern  states,  unless  the  rebellion  should  be  speedily  suppressed,  p.  41. 

32.  Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fish,  November  29,  1871,  depicting  the  evils  brought  upon  the 
country  by  the  revolution  headed  by  General  Diaz,  p.  44. 

33.  Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fish,  December  9,  1871.  Disappointment  of  the  revolution- 
ists. The  government  forces  generally  successful.  Gross  outrages  committed  by  the 
revolutionary  leaders,  p.  44. 

34.  Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fish,  December  29,  1871.  Prospect  of  the  early  suppression  of 
the  rebellion.     State  of  insecurity  and  crime  resulting  from  the  revolution,  p.  45. 

35.  Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fi»h,  February  14,  1872.  Disappearance  and  loss  of  prestige 
of  General  Diaz,  p.  46. 

36.  Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fish,  March  18,  1872.  Decisive  defeat  of  the  revolutionists  by 
the  government  forc»^s,  p.  46. 

37.  Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fish,  March  30,  1872.  Concentration  of  the  remnants  of  the 
insurgents  under  the  command  of  General  Negrete  in  the  mountains  oi  Puebla,  p.  46. 

38.  xVIr.  NeUou  to  Mr.  Finh,  July  31,  1872.  Death  of  President  Juarez,  and  accession 
of  Mr.  Lerdo  to  the  presidency.  A  new  election  immediately  called.  Amnesty  procla- 
mation issued,  p.  47. 

39.  Mr.  Nelsou  to  Mr.  Fish,  August  15,  1872.  Pacification  of  the  country.  The  am- 
nesty generally  availed  of  by  the  revolutionary  leaders,  p.  47. 

40.  Mr.  Bliss  to  Mr.  FiHh,  October  31,  1'572.  Mr.  Lerdo  almost  unanimously  elected 
president.  Genenil  Diaz  received  but  few  electoral  votes.  His  submission  to  the  gov- 
ernment, availii'g  of  the  amnesty,  p.  48. 

41.  Mr.  Bliss  to  Mr.  Fish,  December  3,  1872.  Inanguration  of  Mr.  Lerdo  as  presi- 
dent. The  unanimity  of  his  el^ctiim  without  a  precedent  in  Mexicap  annals.  Hopes 
for  the  preservation  of  peace  and  development  of  the  resources  of  the  country,  p.  48. 

42.  Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Fish,  February  26,  1875.  Long  and,  for  Mexico,  profound 
peace  enjoyed  by  the  country.  The  expectations  of  a  revival  of  business  and  an  era  of 
prosperity  not  fully  realized.  Rumors  of  a  threatened  pronunciamento.  An  armed 
opposition  to  the  present  administration  oould  be  only  of  a  personal  character,  with- 
out justification  or  palliation,  p.  48. 

43.  Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Fish,  May  4,  1875.  Reappearance  of  guerrilla  or  robber-bands, 
and  increased  disturbance  of  the  public  order.  Stage  passengers  captured  and  shot,  p. 
49. 

44.  Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Fish,  May  25,  1875.  More  serious  political  sitaation  of  the 
country.  Extraordinary  faculti  -s  asked  for  by  the  executive.  The  administration  of 
Mr.  Lerdo  marked  with  a  greater  degree  of  peace  and  order,  and  a  greater  regard  for 
the  constitution,  the  laws,  and  the  normal  methods  of  government  than  any  previous 
administration  ih  the  history  of  the  country,  p.  49. 

45.  Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Fisb,  February  2,  1876.  Disorders  and  local  revolutionary 
movements  prevalent  in  ditt'orent  portions  of  the  republic.  Concentmtion  of  the  dis- 
contented and  revolutionary  elements  upon  General  Porfirio  Diaz  as  their  leader.  His 
departure  for  New  Orleans  and  thence  to  Brownsville,  Texas,  where  he  is  reported  to 
be  concocting  arising  against  the  present  government.  The  administration  of  Presi- 
dent Lerdo  arranging  to  provide  for  the  annual  payment  of  1^300,000  due  to  the  United 
States,  p.  50. 

46.  Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Fish,  March  28, 1876,  transmitting  an  article  from  a  leading  Mex- 
ican newspaper  upon  the  x^resent  commercial  and  political  condition  of  Mexico,  p.  51. 
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47.  Extract  from  the  address  of  President  Lerdo  to  the  Mexican  Congress,  April  1, 
1876,  relating  to  the  renewed  distnrbance  of  the  public  peace,  p.  52. 

48.  Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Fish,  April  22,  1876,  stating  that  General  Porftrio  Diaz,  the 
ch»ef  leader  of  the  revolution,  had  crossed  from  Texas  into  Mexico,  issued  a  new  revo- 
lutionary **  plan,**  and  captured  Matamoros.  The  presence  of  General  Diaz  in  the 
country  and  this  success  give  grean  encouragement  to  the  revolutionists.  The  railn>ad 
between  Vera  Cruz  and  the  city  of  Mexico  destroyed  at  different  points  by  the  revolu- 

^  tionists.    Commerce  and  all  industries  greatly  embarrassed,  p.  52. 

49.  Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Fi^h,  May  26,  1H76.  Escape  of  General  Cortina  from  the  city 
of  Mexico,  where  he  had  been  held  as  a  prisoner.  He  joins  the  revolutionists,  and 
issues  a  proclamation  in  favor  of  General  Porhrio  Diaz,  p.  .S3. 

50.  Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Fish,  May  27,  1876.  Abandonment  of  Matamoros  by  General 
Diaz,  and  his  defeat  by  the  government  forces.  Railroad  communication  restored. 
The  government  encouraged,  p.  54. 

51.  Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  tish,  July  15,  1876.  General  Diaz  having  recrossed  itito  the 
United  States,  takes  passage  in  disgnise  on  the  Alexaudere  steamers,  lands  at  Vt^ra 
Cruz  and  joins  the  revolutionists  in  that  State.  Further  defeats  of  the  revolutionists 
by  the  government  forces,  p.  54. 

52.  Extract  from  the  address  of  President  Lerdo  to  the  Mexican  Congress,  Septem- 
ber 16,  1876.  The  representation  of  Mexico  in  the  Exposition  at  Philadelphia  impeded 
by  the  revolution.  The  disastrous  consequences  of  civil  war  depicted.  The  cause  of 
the  disturbers  of  publ'c  order  simply  that  of  satisfying  personal  ambitions,  p.  54. 

5:1  Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Fi^h,  November  11, 1876.  Political  condition  of  the  country 
more  serious.  Revolution  in  favor  of  Iglesias  in  the  State  of  Guanajuato.  The  Diaz 
revolution  not  approved  by  any  large  or  respectable  body  of  the  pul>lic  men  of  the 
C4)nntrv,  and  regarded  as  unwarranted,  and  the  enterprise  of  professional  revolution- 
ists. The  revolutionary  spirit  in  all  parts  of  the  country  generally  strengthened  by 
the  course  of  Iglesias.  The  task  of  the  government  in  suppressing  the  revolution  thus 
increased  two-fold.  Large  Iglesi^is  revolutionary  force  in  Guanajuato.  Railroad 
communication  with  Vera  Cruz  again  interrupted.  The  federal  army  isolated.  Alarm 
in  the  capital.  The  administration  6rra.  To  yield  to  the  revolutionary  spirit  is  to 
abandon  all  hope  of  constitutional  government  for  Mexico,  p.  55. 

54.  Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Fish,  November  17,  1876.  The  revolutionary  movement  inau- 
gurated by  Chief-Justice  Iglesiiis  not  generally  seconded.     Iglesias  and  Diaz  rivals,  p.  56. 

.%.  Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Fish,  November  2d,  1876.  Defeat  of  the  goverumenf  forces  by 
General  Diaz.  The  garrison  of  Puebla  pronounce  in  favor  of  the  revolution.  Prepa- 
rations for  the  defense  of  the  city  of  Mexico.  The  coustitutional  authorities  decide  to 
leave  the  capital,  the  government  force  remaining  faithful  inadequate  for  its  defense. 
Departure  of  President  Lerdo  and  his  miuist^jrs  from  the  citv  of  Slexico.  Its  occupa- 
tion by  the  revolutionary  forces.  General  D;az  sent  for.  His  arrival  in  the  capital. 
Submission  of  the  adjoining  States  to  the  revolution.  The  Iglesias  revolutionary  force 
increased  to  eight  thousand  men.  No  agreement  etfected  between  the  two  revolutionary 
leaders.  The'Diaz  revolutionary  "  plan  "  proclaimed  as  the  law  of  the  republic.  War 
declare<l  against  the  IgleHias  revolutionists,  p.  57. 

56.  Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Finh,  November 29, 1876.  Diaz  issues  a  proclamation  assuming 
the  position  of  provisional  President  of  the  republic.  No  regard  for  the  Iglesias  move- 
ment.    Hostilities  about  to  be  inaugurated  l>etween  the  two  parties,  p.  60. 

57.  Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Fish,  December  :W,  1876.  The  campaign  opened  by  Diaz 
against  the  Iglesias  forces.  Success  of  Diaz.  General  defection  of  the  Iglesias  leaders 
and  troops.  Transfer  of  the  executive  power,  by  Diaz,  during  hii  absence,  to  his  second 
in  command,  General  Meudez.  Issuance  of  a  decree  convoking  elections.  Its  illiberal 
and  exclusive  provisions,  p.  60. 

58.  Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Fish,  February  19, 1877.  Diaz  having  successfully  concluded  his 
campaign  against  the  Iglesias  revolutionists,  again  assumes  the  exercise  of  the  provis- 
ional Presidency  of  the  republic.  Both  President  Lerdo  and  Mr.  Igleiias  leave  the 
country.    General  submission  to  Diaz,  p.  61. 

59.  Mr.  Foiter  to  Mr.  Evarts,  March  30,  1877.  No  further  armed  resistance  to  Diaz. 
A  new  congress  not  yet  organized.  No  senate  elected.  The  senate  not  to  be  abolished. 
Tbe  Diaz  authorities  seek  to  clothe  themselves  with  a  constitutional  character.  Em- 
barrassments of  this  proceeding.  Mr.  Lerdo,  from  New  York,  and  Mr.  Iglesias,  from 
New  Orleans,  issue  manifestoes  to  the  Mexican  people,  p.  62. 

60.  Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Evarts,  May  28,  1877.  General  Diaz,  aft«r  conspiring  in  the 
United  States  for  the  overthrow  of  the  constitutional  order  in  Mexico,  now  complains 
that  the  partisans  of  Mr.  Lerdo  are  tolerated  there.  The  acts  of  Cartina  and  Trias, 
Diaz's  partisans,  cited  in  reply,  p.  63. 

61.  Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Eyarts,  July  30,  1877.  General  peace  in  the  country,  with  the 
exception  of  the  Rio  Grande  frontier.  Elections  completed.  Participated  in  by  only 
a  small  minority  of  the  legal  voters.  The  ministerial  candidates  chosen  in  almost  all 
cases,  p.  64. 

62.  Extract  from  the  annnal  message  of  President  Hayes,  December  3,  lh77.  The 
relations  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico,  p.  64. 
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Extract  from  the  general  instructions  of  Mr.  Clay^  Secretary  of  State^  to  Mr.  Poinsetty 
appointed  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipoteMtiary  of  the  United  Statts  to  Mexico, 

(American  State  Papers,  Foreign  RelationSi  vol.  5,  page  908.) 

"Department  of  State, 

"  fVashingtofi,  March  25, 1825. 

"  The  niisfiioa  on  which  the  President  wishes  yon,  with  all  practicable  dispatch,  to 
depart  wonld  at  any  time  be  highly  Important,  but  possesses  at  this  moment  a  peoiiliar 
interest.  Everywhere  on  this  confident  bnt  on  the  side  of  the  United  Mexican  States 
the  Uoited  States  are  tonched  by  the  cobmial  territories  of  simie  sovereign  authority 
lixed  in  Europe.  Yon  are  the  first  minister  actually  leaving  the  United  States  to  reside 
near  a  sovereign  power  established  and  exerted  on  this  continent,  whose  territories  are 
conterminous  with  our  own.  Yon  will  probably  be  the  first  minister  received  by  that 
)»ower  from  any  foreign  state,  except  from  th«8e  which  have  recently  sprung  out  of 
Bpanibh-Aroeii*  a.  The  United  Mexican  StateR,  whether  we  regard  their  present 
fortune  or  recall  to  our  recollection  their  ancient  history  and  fortunes,  are  entitled  to 
high  consideration.  In  point  of  population,  position,  and  resources,  they  must  be 
allowed  to  rank  among  the  first  powers  of  America.  In  contemplating  the  progress  in 
them  toward  civilization  which  the  aborigines  had  made  at  the  epoch  of  the  Spanish 
invasion  and  the  incidents  connected  with  the  Spanish  conqnest  which  ensued,  an  irre- 
sistible interest  is  excited,  which  is  not  snrpa^sed,  if  it  be  <  qnaled,  by  that  which  is 
awakened  in  perusing  the  early  history  of  any  other  i>art  of  America.  But  what  gives, 
with  the  President,  to  your  mission  peculiar  importance  at  this  time  is,  that  it  hais  for 
its  principal  object  to  lay,  for  the  first  time,  the  foundations  of  an  intercourse  of  amiry, 
commerce,  navigation,  and  neighborhood,  which  may  exert  a  powerful  influence  for  a 
long  period  upon  the  prosperity  of  both  states. 

"  In  more  particularly  inviting  your  attention  to  the  objects  which  should  engage  it 
on  your  mission,  1  will,  in  the  hrst  place,  refer  you  to  the  general  instructioDS  which 
were  given  by  my  predecessor,  on  the  27th  of  May,  1823,  to  Mf.  Anderson,  the  minister 
of  the  United  States  at  Colombia,  of  which  a  copy  is  annex^d  and  which  are  to  l>e 
considered  as  incorporated  in  these.  So  far  as  they  are  applicable  alike  to  the  condi- 
•tion  of  Colombia  and  of  Mexico,  and  shall  not  be  varied  in  this  or  subsequent  letters, 
Tou  will  view  them  as  fornnng  a 'guide  for  your  conduct.  In  that  letter  of  the  27  th  of 
May,  the  principles  which  have  regnlated  the  course  of  this  government  in  respe«  t  to 
the  contest  between  Spanish-America  and  Spain,  from  its  origin,  are  clearly  stated,  ex- 
)i]ained,  and  indicated,  and  the  bases  of  those  upon  which  it  is  desirable  to  place  the 
future  intercourse  between  the  United  States  and  the  seve»al  governments  which  have 
been  et-tablished  in  Spanish-America  are  laid  down  ;  so  that,  although  that  letter  was 
ititended  to  furnish  instructions  for  the  American  minister  deputed  to  one  of  those 
governments  only,  it  should  be  contemplated  as  unfolding  a  system  of  relations  which  it 
is  expedient  to  establish  with  all  of  them. 

*'  From  that  letter,  as  well  as  fr«)m  notorious  pnblic  facts,  it  clearly  appears  that  the 
people  and  the  government  of  the  United  States  have  alike,  throughout  all  the  stages 
of  the  struggle  between  Spain  and  the  former  colonies,  cherished  the  warmest  feelings 
and  the  stiongest  sympathies  toward  the  latter;  that  the  establishment  of  their  in- 
dependence and  freedom  has  been  anxiously  desired;  that  the  recognition  of  that  in- 
dependence was  made  as  early  as  it  was  possible,  consistently  with  those  just  consid- 
erations of  policy  and  duty  which  this  government  felt  itaelf  bound  to  entertaiu 
toward  both  parties  ;  and  that,  in  point  of  fact,  with  the  exception  of  the  act  of  the 
Portuguese-Brazilian  Government  to  which  it  was  prompted  by  self-interest,  and  which 
preceded  that  of  the  United  States  only  a  few  mouths,  this  government  has  been  the 
first  to  assume  the  responsibility  and  encounter  the  hazard  of  recognizing  the  govern- 
ments which  have  been  formed  out  of  Spanish-America.  If  there  ever  were  any 
ground  lor  imputing  tardiness  to  the  United  States  in  making  that  recognition  as  it 
respects  other  parts  of  what  was  formerly  Spanish-America,  there  is  not  the  slightest 
pretext  for  such  a  suggestion  in  relation  to  Mexico;  for  within  a  little  more  than  a 
year  after  its  independence  was  proclaimed  the  United  States  hastened  to  acknowledge 
it.  They  have  never  claimed  and  do  not  now  claim  any  peculiar  favor  or  concession 
to  their  commerce  or  navigation  as  the  consideration  of  the  liberal  policy  which  they 
have  observed  toward  those  governments.  But  the  President  does  confidently  expect 
♦hat  the  priority  of  movement  on  our  part,  which  has  disconcerted  plans  which  the 
European  allies  were  contemplating  against  the  independent  governments,  and  which 
Las,  no  doubt,  tended  to  accelerate  similar  acts  of  recognition  by  tho  European  powers, 
and  especially  that  of  Great  Britian,  will  form  a  powerful  motive  with  our  southern 
neighbors,  and  i^articularly  with  Mexico,  for  denying  to  the  commerce  and  navigation 
of  those  European  States  any  favors  or  privileges  which  shall  Lot  be  equally  extended 
to  us. 

''You  will  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Mexican  Government  the  message  of  the  late 
President  of  the  United  States  to  their  Congress  on  the  2d  of  December,  1823,  assert- 
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ing  certaiD  iroportaut  principles  of  IntercontineDtal  law  in  the  relations  of  Enrope  and 
America.  The  first  principle  asserted  in  that  message  is^  that  the  American  continents 
are  not  henceforth  to  he  considered  as  subjects  for  fatnre  colonization  by  any  European 
powers.  In  the  maintenance  of  that  principle  all  the  independent  governments  of 
America  have  an  interest,  but  that  of  the  United  States  has  probably  the  least.  What- 
ever foundation  may  have  existed  three  ceotnries  ago,  or  even  at  a  later  period,  when 
all  this  continent  was  under  European  subjection,  for  the  establishment  of  a  rule, 
founded  on  priority  of  discovery  and  occupation,  for  apportioning  amone  the  powers 
of  Europe  parts  of  this  continent,  none  can  be  now  admitted  as  applic&lne  to  its  pres- 
ent condition.  There  is  no  disposition  to  disturb  the  colonial  possessions,  as  they  may 
now  exist,  of  any  of  the  European  powers,  but  it  is  against  the  establishment  of  new 
European  colonies  upon  this  continent  that  the  principle  is  directed.  The  countries 
in  which  any  such  new  establishments  might  be  attempted  are  now  open  to  the  enter- 
prise and  commerce  of  all  Americans;  and  the  justice  or  propriety  cannot  be  recognized 
of  arbitrarily  limiting  and  circumscribing  that  enterprise  and  commerce  by  the  act  of 
voluntarily  planting  a  new  colony,  without  the  consent  of  America,  under  the  auspices 
of  foreign  powers  belonging  to  another  and  a  distant  continent.  Europe  would  be 
indignant  at  any  American  attempt  to  plant  a  colony  on  any  part  of  her  shores,  and  her 
justice  must  perceive  in  the  rule  contended  for  only  perfect  reciprocity. 

"  The  other  principle  asserted  in  tbe  message  is  that,  while  we  do  not  desire  to  inter- 
fere in  Enrope  with  the  political  system  of  the  allied  powers,  we  should  regard  as  dan- 
gerous to  6qt  peace  and  safety  any  attempt  on  their  part  to  extend  their  system  to 
any  portion  of  this  hemisphere.  The  political  systems  of  the  two  continents  are  essen- 
tially different.  Each  has  an  exclusive  right  to  judge  for  itself  what  is  best  suited  to 
its  own  condition  and  most  likely  to  promote  its  happiness,  but  neither  has  a  right  to 
enforce  upon  the  other  the  establishment  of  its  own  peculiar  system.  This  principle 
was  declared  in  the  face  of  the  world  at  a  moment  when  there  was  reason  to  appre- 
hend that  tbe  allied  powers  were  entertaining  designs  inimical  to  the  freedom,  if  not 
the  independence,  of  the  new  governments.  There  is  ground  for  believing  that  the 
declaration  of  it  bad  considerable  effect  in  preventing  the  maturity,  if  not  in  produc- 
ing tbe  abandonment,  of  all  such  designs.  Both  principles  were  laid  down  after  much 
and  anxious  deliberation  on  the  part  of  tbe  late  administration.  The  President,  who 
then  formed  a  part  of  it,  continues  entirely  to  coiocide  in  both ;  and  vou  will  urge 
upon  the  Government  of  Mexico  the  utility  and  expediency  of  asserting  the  same  prin- 
ciples on  all  proper  occasions.  #  #  •  •  # 

**  By  an  act  passed  at  tbe  late  session  of  Congress,  of  which  a  copy  accompanies  this 
lett-er,  the  President  is  authorized  to  appoint  commissioners  to  mark  out  a  road  from 
the  western  frontier  of  the  State  of  Missouri  to  the  boundary-line  of  the  United 
States  in  the  direction  to  Santa  F6,  f  New  Mexico,  and  he  is  empowered  to  cause  the 
marking  of  the  road  to  be  continued  from  the  boundary-line  of  the  United  States  to 
the  frontier  of  New  Mexico,  under  such  regulations  as  may  be  agreed  upon  for  that 
purpose  between  him  and  the  Mexican  Government. 

'*  Yon  will  accompany  the  communication  of  that  act  to  the  Mexican  Government  by 
assurances  that  it  nas  originated  ip  a  friendly  spirit,  to  open  a  commerce  and  inter- 
course between  the  two  countries  in  that  direction,  which  it  is  believed  would  be  mu- 
tually beneficial,  and  you  will  receive  any  propositions  which  may  be  offered  for  regu- 
lating that,  intercourse.  It  does  not  occur  to  the  President  at  present  to  suggest  any. 
In  regard  to  the  continuation  of  the  road  to  Santa  F^,  as  the  United  States  have  taken 
upon  themselves  the  expense  of  making  the  road  within  their  limits,  it  is  presumed 
that  Mexico  would  readily  assume  that  of  continuing  it  to  Santa  F^." 


Mr,  Van  Buren,  Sea'etary  of  State,  to  Mr,  Butlery  ckarg4  d'affaires  of  the  United  States  in 

Mexico', 

(H.  Ex.  Doc.  351,  25th  Cong.,  2d  sees.,  p.  40.) 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  October  16,  1829. 

•  •••••• 

From  a  full  and  deliberate  review  of  the  course  which  Mexico  has  allowed  herself  to 
pursue  toward  us,  the  President  is  well  satisfied  that  but  little  of  real  advantage  to  the 
country  can  be  expected  from  your  labors  until  an  entire  change  be  effected  in  the  dis- 
position of  that  republic  toward  tbe  United  States.  He  hopes  that  by  a  plain  and  can- 
did exposition  of  the  exceptionable  character  of  their  past  conduct,  the  different  depart- 
ments of  the  government  may  be  led  to  wiser  and  better  views  as  to  the  dispositions 
and  objects  of  this.  It  is,  therefore,  his  wish  that  yon  should,  in  the  first  instance 
bring  to  their  serious  consideration  the  various  acts  and  omissions  by  which  the  United 
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States  have  been  ag^ieyed,  and  agaiDst  which  they  have  jast  cause  for  remonstrance 
and  complaint.  While  it  is  his  desire  that,  in  the  performance  of  that  duty,  you  should 
avoid  anything  like  menace  or  defiance,  he  nevertheless  wishes  to  have  nothing  with- 
held which  is  necessary  to  a  faithful  presentation  of  the  whole  matter.  He  is  deeply 
and  painfully  impressed  with  the  unfriendly  and  undeserved  conduct  of  Mexico  toward 
us,  her  neighbor  and  sister  republic;  and  his  only  hopes  for  an  improvement  of  our 
present  relations  with  her  are  founded  on  her  being  made  duly  and  deeply  sensible  of 
the  injustice  which,  under  the  influence  of  bad  counsel,  she  has  been  induced  to  do  her 
earliest  and  best  friend. 

The  views  and  wishes  of  the  President,  both  personal  and  official,  are  directed  to  the 
success  and  permanent  prosperity  of  the  Republic  of  Mexico.  He  asks  at  her  hands 
nothing  but  justice,  and  would  not  accept  from  her  any  advantage  for  the  United 
States  which  would  not  be  reciprocal;  entirely  satisfied,  as  he  is,  that  in  the  prosperity 
and  glory  of  the  Republic  of  Mexico  the  true  interests  of  his  own  country  would  be 
better  promoted  than  by  her  depression  and  disgrace.  He  sees  with  regret  the  attempt 
of  Spain  to  re-establish  her  dominion  over  her,  and  sincerely  wishes  Mexico  a  safe  de- 
liverance from  the  attacks  which  are  made  and  threatened  upon  her  liberties.  This  is 
not,  therefore,  the  moment  which  he  would  have  selected  for  remonstrance  against  the 
policy  of  Mexico  toward  this  country,  if  the  imperious  obligations  of  duty  would  allow 
of  its  postponement;  but  notorious  facts,  the  nature  of  which  is  too  well  understood  to 
require  explanation,  leave  him  no  choice  in  the  matter.  Longer  silence  on  his  part 
might  work  injustice  to  the  United  States  and  prove  injurious  to  Mexico. 

A  brief  recapitulation  of  the  leading  circumstances  in  our  intercourse  with  that  na- 
tion is  sufflcieut  to  show  that  her  conduct  has  not  been  of  that  open  and  friendly  char- 
acter which  it  was  our  hope  to  find,  as  it  had  been  our  endeavor  to  inspire  in  the  people 
of  that  country,  by  the  liberal  and  magnanimous  bearing  of  the  goverument  and  people 
of  the  United  States  toward  them. 

From  the  earliest  dawn  of  the  Mexican  revolution,  the  friendly  disposition  of  this 
whole  nation  began  to  manifest  itself  in  a  manner  which  could  not  have  escaped  the 
notice  of  the  Mexican  people;  which  drew  from  the  mother-country  frequent  anim^ul- 
versions  upon  our  partiality  toward  her  revolted  colonies,  and  was  in  no  small  degree 
productive  of  a  coolness  in  our  intercourse  with  her,  highly  prejudicial  to  the  intt^rests 
of  our  citizens.  Yet  the  United  States,  drawn  by  a  community  of  viewH  and  feelings 
toward  a  young  nation,  engaged  as  they  once  had  been  in  a  struggle  of  life  and  death 
for  independence  and  freedom,  continued  to  sympathize  with  Mexico;  and  nothing  but 
their  immutable  principles  of  non-interference  in  the  domestic  concerns  of  other  na- 
tions, and  of  inviolable  neutrality  toward  belligerents,  prevented  them  from  exteod- 
iuj^  a  helping  hand  to  the  young  republics  of  America.  So  long  as  these  principles  re- 
quired it,  the  United  States  remained  inactive,  though  not  unconcerned,  spectators 
of  the  contest;  while  many  of  their  citizens,  voluntary  exiles  in  the  cause  of  American 
liberty,  fought  by  the  side  of  their  Mexican  friends  to  expel  from  the  continent  the 
last  remnants  of  colonial  oppression.  But  from  the  moment  that:,  consistently  with  their 
rule  of  conduct  and  the  established  principles  of  public  law,  they  could  consider  Mexico 
and  Spain  as  two  distinct  nations,  which  tate  had  forever  separated,  the  United  States 
pronounced  the  freedom  of  America  ;  and  their  Congress,  with  a  unanimity  of  which 
the  history  of  legislation  affords  no  exanix)le,  invited  Mexico  and  her  sister  i*epublics 
to  take  their  rank  an\png  the  independent  nations  of  the  earth.  The  influence  which 
this  important  event  had  upon  the  conduct  of  the  European  powers  is  too  well  known 
to  reauire  elucidation.  The  example  of  the  United  States  was  followed  almost  inyne- 
diately ;  and  Mexico,  a  little  more  than  one  year  after  she  had  proclaimed  her  inde- 
pendence, was  represented  at  Washington  by  a  minister  invested  with  all  the  preroga- 
tives of  the  ambassador  of  a  free  state,  and  diplomatic  and  commercial  relations  were 
soon  after  established  between  her  and  the  most  influential  powers  of  the  Old  World. 
The  time  has  been  when  Mexico  was  not  disposed  to  deny  in  how  great  a  degree  those 
proud  and  auspicious  results  were  justly  attributable  to  the  prudent  yet  bold  and 
friendly  policy  of  this  government  toward  the  new  states  of  America.  The  people  of 
this  country  had  a  right  to  expect  in  return  for  their  magnanimous  and  disinterested 
conduct  the  manifestation,  at  least,  of  such  a  sentiment  on  the  part  of  the  people  of 
Mexico,  which  neighboring  states  should  cherish,  as  it  is  their  interest  to  cultivate 
and  improve  them. 

Every  step  which  has  since  that  period  been  taken  by  the  United  States  in  their  ad- 
vance to  meet  Mexico  upon  terms  of  mutual  good-will  has  been  marked  by  a  charac- 
ter of  benevolence  and  disinterestedness  whose  object  could  not  be  mistaken.  A  min- 
ister of  the  highest  rank,  and  invested  with  the  most  unlimited  powers,  was  dispatched 
to  the  metropolis  oi  the  Mexican  Confederacy,  provided  with  instructions  whose  every 
word  breathes  a  spirit  of  philanthropy  and  disinterested  concern  for  the  welfare  of 
Mexico  which  ought  to  have  disarmed  every  feeling  of  jealousy  and  enmity,  if,  indeed, 
after  what  had  passed,  it  could  have  been  imagined  that  any  such  were  entertained  by 
the  government  or  people  of  that  country. 

The  United  States,  enlightened  by  their  own  experience,  and  actuated  by  a  sincere 
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solicitade  for  the  destinies  of  a  new  state,  whose  interests  were  in  so  great  a  degree 
identified  with  their  own,  were  anxious  that  Mexico  shonld  follow  their  footsteps  in 
the  career  of  indostry  and  commerce  which  has  brought  them  to  their  present  high 
state.  Their  minister  was  accordingly  instructed  forthwith  to  open  a  negotiation  ior 
the  conclusion  of  treaties  and  conventions  intended  to  cement  the  bonds  of  peace  and 
friendship  which  were  to  unite  the  two  republics,  and  to  establish  the  basis  of  their 
future  relations  upon  the  most  liberal  principles  of  public  law,  and  their  commercial 
intercourse  upon  those  of  the  most  perfect  equality  and  reciprocity.  The  ports  of  the 
United  States  were  to  be  opened  to  the  free  access  of  the  vessels  and  productions  of 
Mexico ;  and  concessions,  prompted  by  a  desire  to  foster  and  encourage  her  young 
marine,  were  to  be  liberally  made.  Every  means  were  tendered  which  would  secure 
to  Mexico,  as  far  as  her  geographical  position  would  permit,  an  equal  share  in  the  ad- 
vantages to  be  derived  by  an  intelligent  and  industrious  people  from  an  extensive 
maritime  commerce.  Not  content  with  holding  out  to  her  a  helping  hand  upon  the 
ocean,  the  United  States  had  instructed  their  minister  to  enter  into  an  arrangement 
with  the  Mexican  Government  to  open  a  mutually  advantageous  inland  commerce  be- 
tween the  conterminous  States  of  the  two  confederacies — a  measure  whose  results,  had 
not  the  benign  views  of  this  country  been  blighted  by  the  pernicious  influence  of 
narrow  and  ungenerous  suspicions,  would,  besides  bringing  to  light  the  immense  sources 
of  wealth  now  hidden  in  the  boundless  wilderness  of  the  North  American  continent, 
and  enriching  the  citizens  who  inhabit  the  border  settlements  of  the  two  nations,  have 
been  to  repress  the  cruelties  and  depredations  upon  the  frontier  settlers  of  the  savage 
aborgines,  whose  powerful  hordes  cannot  now  be  reached  by  the  comparatively  weak 
arm  of  Mexico,  who  ravage  the  establishments  forming  in  her  new  territories,  prevent 
the  increase  of  her  population,  and  check  the  spirit  of  enterx>rise,  which,  if  x>rotected 
and  fostert-d,  would  soon  convert  those  immense  deserts  into  smiling  and  populous  agri- 
cultural settlements.  It  is  most  obvious  that  this  measure,  had  it  been  promptly  and 
efficiently  prosecuted,  would  have  been  of  greater  advantage  to  the  citizens  of  Mexico, 
shut  out  as  they  are  from  almost  all  communication  with  the  seaboard,  than  to  those 
of  the  United  States  who  need  no  such  expedients  to  find  a  market  for  the  produce  of 
their  agriculture  or  industry.  While  this  government  was  thus  endeavoring  at  home 
to  promote  the  true  interests  of  the  two  countries,  and  to  show  by  acts  of  the  most 
unequivocal  character,  irs  desire  to  lay  the  foundation  of  a  close  and  lasting  union 
between  them,  the  same  friendly  spirit  was  displaying  itself  abroad  in  their  diplomatic 
intercourse  with  the  most  powerful  and  influential  among  the  European  nations.  Early 
in  1825,  the  minister  of  the  United  States  at  the  court  of  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  then 
standing  at  the  head  of  a  European  alliance  which  seemed  to  hold  the  scale  that 
weighed  the  destinies  of  empires  and  states  in  the  Old  World,  and  exercised  a  powerful 
influence  oVer  those  of  America,  was  instructed  to  use  every  effort  to  induce  that  mon- 
arch to  take  into  his  serious  consideration  the  then  relative  condition  of  Spain  and  her 
ancient  colonies,  and  to  prevail  upon  the  former  to  terminate  a  contest  as  unavailing  for 
her  as  it  had  proved  wasteful  of  blood  and  treasure  to  both  parties.  Similar  instruc- 
tions were,  at  the  same  time,  given  to  the  diplomatic  representatives  of  the  United  States 
at  Paris  and  London  ;  and  ttius  a  simultaneous  effort  was  made,  at  the  courts  of  the 
three  greatest  potentates  of  the  world,  to  bring  the  united  weight  of  their  influence  to 
bear  upon  the  councils  of  the  King  of  Spain,  and  to  infuse  into  them  a  spirit  more  favor- 
able to  the  cause  of  exhausted  Atnerica.  This  friendly  interference  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States  was  received  in  a  spirit  corresponding  with  that  by  which  the  measure 
had  been  dictated ;  and  this  government  has  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  three 
sovereigns  to  whom  it  was  addressed  were  well  inclined  to  the  great  object  in  view, 
and  in  which  this  government  was  the  first  to  act. 

•  «  •  «.«  «  « 

Far  from  our  being  discouraged  by  the  failing  of  this  expedient,  and  still  animated 
by  a  dciire  for  the  restoration  of  peace  in  America,  it  had,  down  to  the  present  period, 
been  made  a  standiug  instruction  to  the  ministers  of  the  United  States  at  the  court  of 
His  Catholic  Majesty  to  avail  themselves  of  every  ht  occasion  to  induce  his  government 
to  give  permanent  tranquillity  to  Spanish  America  by  the  recognition  of  its  independ- 
ence, and  thereby  to  confer  a  signal  blessing  on  the  civilized  world,  and  on  no  part  of 
it  more  than  Spain  herself. 

The  same  just  and  liberal  views  have  throughout  been  manifested  by  the  United  States 
in  their  abortive  attempts  to  negotiate  with  Mexico,  and  in  the  alacrity  and  prompti- 
tude with  which  they  have  acted  upon  the  different  treaties  which  have  from  time  to 
time  been  negotiated  with  the  executive  branch  of  that  government — treaties  which 
have  never  come  to  their  maturity  in  consequence  of  the  political  perverseness  and 
iuattention  of  the  Mexican  Government.  Had  these  frank  and  friendly  views  and 
proceedings  been  met  by  a  corresponding  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  people  and 
Govern meut  of  Mexico,  the  success  of  their  revolutionary  struggle  would  have  been 
productive  of  the  happiest  results,  and  the  relations  between  the  two  countries  would' 
have  been  free  from  that  coldness,  distrust,  and  reserve  which  have  been  witnessed, 
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and  from  that  irritation  wliicb  mast  necessarily  grow  out  of  existing  circumstanoes, 
unless  obviated  by  a  speedy  and  radical  change. 

But  far  otherwise  has  been  the  case.  The  Government  of  Mexico  received  the  first 
and  open  advances  of  the  United  States  toward  the  establishment  of  a  commercial 
intercourse  mutually  advantageous  to  both  countries,  with  a  degree  of  indifference 
and  suspicion  as  extraordinary*  as  it  was  to  be  regretted.  It  had  been  expected  that 
Mexico,  whose  political  institutions  had  been  modeled  upon  those  of  the  United  States, 
would  gladly  embrace  the  first  opportunity  of  also  co-operating  with  them  iu  the 
estnblisoment  of*  the  principles  which  form  the  basis  of  our  commercial  code,  to  the 
superior  excellence  of  which  the  principal  commercial  nations  of  the  world  had  given 
their  unequivocal  assent.  It  therefore  furnished  matter  of  surprise  and  regret  to  find 
the  first  attempts  of  our  adventurous  citizens  burdened  by  the  imposition  of  exorbi- 
tant duties  upon  their  importations  into  the  Mexican  ports.  This  surprise  was  changed 
into  mortification  when  our  proposals  to  enter  into  negotiation  for  the  conclusion  of 
a  treaty  of  commerce  were  met  at  the  threshold  by  manifestations  of  indifference  in- 
dicative of  anything  but  a  reciprocation  of  the  spirit  iu  which  they  were  made ;  and 
when  our  offers  of  the  liberal  principles  of  perfect  reciprocity  and  mutual  abolition  of 
all  discriminating  duties  were  answered  by  propositions  of  countervailing  restrictions 
and  of  exclusive  privileges  to  other  American  states  whose  sole  title  to  them  was  a 
community  of  language.  To  these  propositions  it  was  impossible  for  the  United 
States  to  agree;  they  were  at  war  with'the  principles  which,  from  the  first  year  of 
their  existence  as  a  nation,  it  had  been  their  unceasing  endeavor  to  make  the 
fundamental  rule  of  their  international  relations.  Such  conduct  on  the  part  of  Mex- 
ico, from  whatever  cause  originating,  whether  dictated  by  a  mistaken  policy,  an 
unfriendly  spirit  toward  the  people  of  this  Union,  or  an  undne  influence  exercised 
over  the  councils  of  the  Mexican  Confederation  by  foreign  nations  unfriendly  to  the 
commercial  prosperity  of  the  United  States,  was  calculated  deeply  to  wound  the 
sensibility  of  our  citizens,  who  felt  that  their  liberal  deportment  toward  their  neighbors 
gave  them  a  claim,  if  not  to  their  gratitude,  at  least  to  an  equal  participation  in  the 
advaittnges  to  be  derived  from  a  mutual  commerce.  The  delays  which  attended  this 
negotiation  were  also  a  subject  of  regret  and  mortification.  From  the  first  conferences 
to  the  lOih  of  July,  1826,  a  period  of  twelve  months  was  suffered  to  elapse  before  the 
Mexican  plenipotentiaries  could  be  brought  to  agre^  to  the  conclusion  ot  any  arrange- 
ment; and  when,  on  that  day,  a  treaty  of  comm  rce  was  signed,  it  was  found  stinted 
in  its  provisions  by  rules  of  a  narrow  policy,  and  so  fraught  with  illiberal  conditions 
as  to  canse  the  rejection  by  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  of  several  of  its  articles. 
Still  that  body,  unwilling  longer  to  submit  to  a  delay  in  the  conclusion  of  the  negotia- 
tion which  had  already  been  highly  prejudicial  to  the  commerce  of  both  countries,  on 
the  25th  of  February,  less  than  two  weeks  after  the  treaty  had  been  laid  before  them, 
gave  their  advice  and  consent  to  its  ratification,  under  certain  mollifications,  which, 
as  appeared  from  subsequent  events,  they  had  reason  to  believe  would  have  been  agreed 
to  by  the  Mexican  Government.  But  this  promptness,  and  the  rectitude  of  their  inten- 
tions, were  rendered  unavailing  by  a  spirit  of  procrastination,  which,  with  the  best 
inclination  to  view  it  in  a  favorable  light,  cannot  be  ascribed  to  any  motives  consistent 
with  a  friendly  disposition  toward  the  United  States.  On  reference  to  dates,  it  will 
be  found  that  near  two  months  were  suffered  by  the  executive  to  elapse  before  the 
treaty  was  submitted  to  the  Mexican  chamber  of  deputies,  convened  in  extraordinary 
session  on  the  15th  September,  1826,  partly  for  the  very  purpose  of  deliberating  upon 
the  ratification  of  treaties  with  foreign  powers.  We  then  find  that,  after  lying  before 
that  body  until  April  following,  the  committee  of  foreign  affairs  made  an  elaborate, 
report  upon  it,  objecting  to  some  of  its  most  liberal  and  just  stipulations,  and  recom- 
mending its  ratification,  clogged  witb  conditions  apparently  inserted  for  no  other  pur- 
pose than  that  of  retarding,  or,  rather,  entirely  defeating  the  final  conclusion  of  the 
negotiation ;  since,  by  the  terms  of  the  treaty,  the  exchange  of  the  ratification  was 
to  take  place  within  the  space  of  ten  months  from  its  date,  of  which  only  four  weeks 
remained  at  the  date  of  the  report  above  referred  to  for  its  final  passage  through  both 
bouses  of  the  Mexican  Congress,  and  for  its  transmission  to  Washington,  where  the 
exchange  was  to  be  effected. 

At  the  expiration  of  this  term  the  treaty  still  lay  before  the  chamber  of  deputies, 
where  it  had  remained  for  nearly  six  months;  and  these  tedious  and  nnaccountable 
delays  having  caused  a  complete  abortion  of  this  first  attempt  at  negotiation  with  the 
Mexican  Republic,  it  became  necessary  to  consider  the  whole  subject  as  at  an  end,  and 
to  begin  anew  upon  the  principles  laid  down  in  the  modification  of  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States,  which  at  about  that  time  were  received  at  Mexico.  These  extraordi- 
nary proceedings  would  have  constituted  just  grounds  of  complaint  against  the  Mexi- 
can Government ;  but  after  the  friendly  advances  which  had  been  made  by  the  United 
States,  and  the  unaccommodating  spirit  in  which  they  were  received,  it  became  the 
dignity  of  our  minister,  and  of  the  country  he  represented,  silently  to  await  the  indi- 
cation of  a  return,  on  the  part  of  Mexico,  to  sounder  views  of  courtesy  and  expedieucyi 
and  for  the  advances  which  were  then  to  be  expected  from  her  government. 
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Unfavorable  as  were  tlie  impressions  created  by  this  unfiiendly  course,  tbe  Govern- 
ment of  the  Unit<^d  States  was  disposed  to  make  some  allowance  for  tbe  embarrassed 
situation  in  which  that  of  Mexico  had  at  time^  been  placed  in  consequence  of  the  un- 
settled sate  of  affairs  in  that  couutry,  had  subseqaent  events  been  of  a  nature  calcu- 
lated to  efface  these  impressions;  but,  on  reviewing  these  event-s,  it  is  paiutul  still  to 
tiud  them  marked  with  the  same  temporizing  spirit,  accompanied  with  unmeaning  at- 
tempts at  finding  excuses  for  delays,  which,  from  whatever  cause  they  proceeded,  were 
highly  injurious  to  the  interests  of  both  countries,  and,  to  our  view,  can  find  no  ground 
of  justitication.  It  is  true  that  some  desire  was  manifested  on  the  part  of  the  execu- 
tive of  Mexico  that  the  negotiation  should  be  renewed  ;  but  it  was  only  after  a  period 
which,  under  various  pretenses,  was  extended  to  eight  months,  that,  on  the  8'h  uf  Jan- 
uary, 1828,  the  plenipotentiaries  could  be  brought  together  to  confer  anew  upon  that 
important  subject ;  when  their  further  progress  was  arrested  by  a  determination  of  the 
Mexican  negotiators  not  to  advance  a  step  before  the  conclusion  of  a  treaty  to  define 
the  boundaries  between  the  two  countries.  The  minister  of  the  United  States,  unwill- 
ing to  throw  in  the  way  of  the  negotiations  any  difficulty  which  could  be  avoided, 
acceded  to  the  proposition  of  the  Mexican  plenipotentiaries;  and  the  question  of 
limits  having  been  disposed  of  by  the  conclusion  of  a  treaty  signed  for  that  purpose 
on  the  12th  of  January,  th^  negotiations  were  continued,  and  resulted  in  their  finally 
agreeing,  on  the  14th  of  February  following,  to  a  treaty  of  commerce  and  navigation, 
the  exchange  of  whose  ratifications  was  to  have  been  effected  at  Washington  within 
the  t>erm  of  six  months  from  its  date. 

This  treaty  was  immediately  transmitted  to  Washington,  where  it  was  received  on 
the  16th  of  April  following,  and  forthwith  submitted  by  the  President  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Senate,  who,  on  the  1st  of  May,  advised  and  consented  to  its  ratification, 
thereby  authorizing  the  Chief  Magistrate  to  proclaim  it  as  the  supreme  law  of  the 
land  as  soon  as  it  would  have  pleased  the  Government  of  Mexico  to  complete  this 
national  compact  by  the  final  exchange  of  the  acts  of  ratification.  The  promptness 
with  which  the  legislative  and  executive  branches  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  acted  on  this  occasion  is  painfully  contrasted  with  the  unaccountiible  tardiness 
of  Mexico,  which  for  the  se<3ond  time  suffered  the  term  to  elapse  within  which  their 
ratification  should  have  arrived  at  Washington,  for  the  purpose  of  being  exchanged 
for.  that  of  the  United  States.  It  is  yet,  for  aught  we  know,  before  the  Mexican  Col- 
gress;  but  the  expiration  of  the  term  stipulated  for  its  exchange  has. taken  it  out  of 
the  power  of  the  Executive  of  tLis  government  to  effect  it  without  again  submitting 
the  treaty  to  the  Senate;  and  the  United  States  are  absolved  from  all  engagements 
contra&cted  in  their  name  by  their  plenipotentiary.  This  solemn  compact  has  again 
been  canceled ;  and  if,  by  the  law  of  nations,  blame  is  incurred  by  a  state  which  re- 
fuses to  sanction  the  obligation  which  its  authorized  agent  has  contracted  in  its  name, 
that  blame  rests  upou  Mexico,  by  whose  act  this  obligation  has  twice  been  disregarded. 
With  regard  to  the  treaty  of  limits,  which  was  intended  to  have  defined  and  settled 
the  bouudarj'-line  between  the  two  republics,  and  which  also  became  tbe  subject  of 
negotiation  at  Mexico,  the  same  coutrast  is  exhibited  by  the  promptitude  and  alacrity 
with  which  the  Government  of  the  United  States  performed  its  part  in  tbe  process  of 
completing  that  instrument  and  the  tardiness  which  characterized  the  proceedings  of 
the  Mexican  Government,  and  in  consequence  of  which  this  treaty  was  also  suffered  to 
fall  to  the  ground.  Immediately  upon  the  signature  of  that  instrument  it  was  trans- 
mitted to  Washington,  and  received  at  the  Department  of  State  on  thv  16th  of  April 
following.  It  was  forthwith  submitted  to  the  Senate,  who,  by  their  resolution  of  the 
28th  of  the  same  month,  advised  and  consented  to  its  ratification.  Ml*.  Obregon  was  on 
the  30th  informed  of  the  fact,  and  of  the  readiness  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  pr:ceed 
to  its  exchange;  but,  in  a  note  dated  the  1st  of  May,  he  stated  in  reply  that  he  was 
without  instructions  on  the  subject.  The  I2th  of  May,  the  day  on  which  the  term  ex- 
pired within  which  the  ratifications  should  have  been  exchanged,  was  suffered  to  pass ; 
and  it  was  not  until  the  2d  of  August  following  tha£  Mr.  Obregon  declared  himself 
ready  to  proceed  to  that  exchange.  It  was  then  too  late;  the  Senate  had  adjourned; 
and  the  President,  not  feeling  at  liberty  to  give  his  sanction  to  that  instrument  with- 
out again  submitting  it  to  the  Senate,  was  obliged  to  suspend  all  further  proceedings 
nntil  the  ensuing  session  of  Congress,  when  it  was  anticipated  that  the  ratification  l)y 
the  Mexican  Congress  of  the  treaty  of  commerce  and  navigation,  then  lying  before  it, 
would  allow  of  both  being  placed  together  befoie  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  for 
their  consideration. 

It  does  not  appear  what  were  the  motives  which  induced  the  then  Executive  to  suffer 
the  last  session  of  Congress  to  pass  without  asking,  for  a  second  time,  the  approval  by 
the  Senate  of  the  treaty  of  limits :  but  it  is  presumed  that  abundant  causf^  for  the 
omisMion  was  found  in  the  failure  of  the  Mexican  Government  to  transmit  to  Washing- 
ton the  ratified  copy  of  the  commercial  convention  in  time  to  be  exchanged  within 
the  stipulated  period ;  and  this  new  instance  of  neglect  is  deemed  a  sufficient  reason  for 
this  government  to  hold  itself  absolved^  from  all  obligations  founded  upon  past  pro- 
ceedings ;  for  considering  as  null  and  void  all  that  may  have  been  said  or  done  in  the 
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Def^otiations  referred  to;  and  for  adopting  snch  course  in  future  as  may  be  deemed 
most  compatible  with  the  views  and  interests  of  the  United  Statues. 

Such  is  believed  to  be  a  true  statement  of  the  course  pursned  by  the  Government  of 
Mexico  toward  the  United  States,  from  the  first  establishment  of  diplomatic  relations 
between  the  two  countries  to  the  present  period.  It  would  pive  the  President  sincere 
pleasure  if  he  could  call  to  mind  a  single  act  of  the  Mexican  Government  which  would 
serve  to  relieve  the  unfriendly  aspect  of  its  whole  conduct.  He  deeply  regrets  that  it 
is  not  in  his  power  to  do  so;  and  yet  does  this  statement  furnish  but  au  imperft^ct 
sketch  of  the  grounds  of  complaint  on  the  part  of  the  Uuited  States.        •        •        * 


Extract  from  the  annual  message  of  President  Buchanan,  December  6,  1858. 

(Thirty-fifth  Congress,  second  session.) 

Our  position  in  relation  to  the  independent  states  south  of  us  on  this  continent,  and 
especially  those  within  the  limits  of  North  America,  is  of  ar  peculiar  character.  The 
northern  boundary  of  Mexico  is  coincident  with  our  own  southern  boundary  from 
ocean  to  ocean,  and  we  must  nocesiarily  f e  1  a  deep  interest  in  all  that  concerns  the 
weli-being  and  the  fate  of  so  near  a  neighbor.  We  have  always  cherished  the  kindest 
wishes  for  the  success  of  that  republic,  and  have  indulged  the  hope  that  it  might  at 
hist,  after  all  its  trials,  enjoy  peace  and  pro:«periry  under  a  free  and  stable  government. 
We  have  never  hitherto  interrered.  directly  or  indirectly,  with  its  internal  aifairs,  and 
it  is  a  duty  which  we  owe  to  ourselves  to  protect  the  integrity  of  its  territory  against 
the  hostile  interference  of  any  other  power.  Our  geographical  position,  our  direct 
interest  in  all  that  concerns  Mexico,  and  our  well-settled  policy  in  regard  to  the  North 
American  Continent,  render  this  au  indispensable  duty. 

Mexico  has  been  in  a  state  of  constant  revolution  almost  ever  since  it  achieved  its  in- 
dependence. One  military  lea<ler  after  another  has  usurped  the  government  in  rapid 
succession;  and  the  variou'^  constitutions,  from  time  to  time  adopted,  have  been  set  at 
naught  almost  as  soon  as  proclaimed.  The  successive  governments  have  atfordeu  no 
adequate  protection,  either  to  Mexican  citizens  or  foreign  residents,  against  lawless 
violence.  Heretofore,  a  seizure  of  the  capital  by  a  military  chieftain  has  been  geu- 
erally  followed  by  at  least  the  nominal  submission  of  the  country  to  his  rule  for  a  brief 
period  ;  but  not  so  at  the  present  crisis  of  Mexican  affairs.  A  civil  war  has  been  raging 
for  some  time  throughout  the  republic,  between  the  central  governmeor,  at  the  city  of 
Mexico,  which  has  endeavored  to  subvert  the  constitutijiu  last  framed,  by  military 
power,  and  those  who  maintain  the  authority  of  that  constitution.  The  antagonist  p  fcr- 
ties  each  hold  possession  of  different  States  of  the  republic,  and  the  forGunes  of  the  war 
are  constantly  changing.  Meanwhile,  the  most  re))rehensible  means  have  been  em- 
ployed by  both  parties  to  extort  money'frotn  foreigners  as  well  as  natives,  to  carry  on 
this  ruinous  contest.  The  truth  is  that  this  fine  country,  blessed  with  a  productive 
soil  and  a  benign  climate,  has  been  reduced  by  civil  dissension  to  a  condition  of  almost 
hopeless  anarchy  and  imbecility.  It  would  be  vain  for  thi  i  government  to  att^^mpt  to 
enforce  payment  in  money  of  the  claims  of  American  citizens,  now  amounting  to  more 
than  ten  qiillion  dollars,  against  Mexico,  because  she  is  destitute  of  all  pecuniary 
means  to  satisfy  these  demands. 

Our  late  minister  was  furnished  with  ample  powers  and  instructions  for  the  adjust- 
ment of  all  pending  questions  with  the  central  Government  of  Mexico,  and  he  per- 
formed his  duty  witu  zeal  and  ability.  The  claims  of  our  citizens,  some  of  them  arising 
out  of  the  violation  of  an  express  provision  of  the  trr'aty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  and 
others  from  gross  injuries  to  persons  as  well  jvs  property,  have  rem-iined  unredressed, 
and  even  unnoticed.  Remonstrances  against  tliese  grievances  have  been  addressed, 
without  effect,  to  that  government.  Mmintime,  in  various  parts  of  the  republic,  in- 
stances have  been  numerous  of  the  murder,  imprisonment,  and  plunder  of  our  citizens 
hy  different  parties  claiming  and  exercising  a  local  jurisdiction  ;  but  the  central  gov- 
ernment, although  repeat«idly  urged  thereto,  have  made  no  effort  either  to  punish  the 
authors  of  these  outrages  or  to  prevent  their  recurrence.  No  American  citizen  can  now 
visit  Mexico  on  lawful  business  without  imminent  danger  to  his  person  and  property. 
There  is  no  adequate  protection  to  either;  and  in  this  respect  our  treaty  with  that 
republic  is  almost  a  dead  letter. 

This  state  of  affairs  was  brought  to  a  crisis  in  May  last  by  the  promulgation  of  a 
decree  levying  a  contribution  pro  rat4i  upon  all  the  capital  in  the  republic,  between 
certain  specified  amounts,  whether  held  by  Mexicans  or  foreigners.  Mr.  Forsyth,  re- 
garding this  decree  in  the  light  of  a*' forced  loan,'' formally  protested  against  its 
application  to  his  countrymen,  and  advised  them  not  to  pay  the  contribution,  but  to 
suffer  it  to  be  forcibly  exacted.  Acting  npon  this  a<lvic6  an  American  citizen  refused 
to  pay  the  contribution,  and  his  property  was  seized  by  armed  m6n  to  satisfy  the 
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anionnf.  Not  content  with  this,  the  fcovernment  proceeded  still  farther,  and  issued  a 
decree  banishing  him  from  the  coantry.  Our  minister  immediately  notified  them  that 
if  this  decree  should  be  carried  into  t^:(ecntioQ  he  would  feel  it  to  be  his  duty  to  adopt 
**  the  most  decided  measures  that  belong  to  the  powers  and  obligations  of  the  repre- 
sentative ofi&<!e.'V  Notwithstanding  this  warning,  the  banishment  was  enforced,  and 
Mr.  Forsyth  promptly  announced  to  the  government  the  suspension  of  the  political 
relations  of  his  legation  with  them  until  the  pleasure  of  his  own  government  should  be 
ascertained. 

This  government  did  not  regard  the  contribution  imposed  by  the  decree  of  the  15th 
May  last  to  be  in  strictness  a  ^'forced  loau,'^  and  as  such  prohibited  by  the  tenth  article 
of  the  treaty  of  l-*2f)  between  Great  Britain  and  Mexico,  to  the  benefits  of  which 
American  citizens  are  entitled  by  treaty;  yet  the  imposition  of  the  contribution  upon 
foreigners  was  considered  an  unjust  and  oppressive  measure.  Besides,  internal  fac- 
tions in  other  parts  of  the  lepublic  were  at  the  same  time  levying  similar  exactions 
npon  the  property  of  our  citizens  and  interrupting  their  commerce.  There  had  been 
an  entire  failure  on  the  part  of  our  minister  to  secure  redress  for  the  wrongs  which  our 
citizens  had  endnrcd,  notwitnstanding  his  persevering  eflforts.  And  from  the  temper 
manifested  by  the  Mexican  Government  he  had  repeatedly  assured  us  that  no  favor- 
able change  could  be  expected  until  the  United  States  should  *'give  striking  evidence 
of  their  will  and  power  to  protect  their  citizens,''  and  that '' severe  chastising  is  the 
only  earthly  remedy  for  our  grievances."  From  this  statement  of  facts,  it  would  have 
been  worse  than  idle  to  direct  Mr.  Forsyth  to  retrace  his  steps  and  resume  diplomatic 
relations  with  that  government;  and  it  was  therefore  deemed  proper  to  sanction  his 
withdrawal  of  the  legation  from  the  city  of  Mexico. 

Abundant  cause  now  undoubtedly  exists  for  a  resort  to  hostilities  against  the  gov- 
emnient  still  holding  possession  of  the  capital.  Should  they  succeed  in  subduing  the 
constitutional  forces,  all  reasonable  hope  will  then  have  expired  of  a  peaceful  settle- 
ment of  our  difficulties. 

On  the  other  hand,  should  the  constitutional  party  prevail  and  their  authority 
be  established  over  the  republic,  there  is  reasou  to  hope  that  they  will  be  animated  by 
a  less  unfriendly  spirit,  and  may  grant  that  redress  to  American  citizens  which  justice 
requires,  so  far  as  they  may  |>ossess  the  means.  But  for  this  expectation  I  should  at 
once  have  recommended  to  Congress  to  grant  the  necessary  power  to  the  President  to 
take  possession  of  a  sufficient  portion  of  the  remote  and  unsettled  territory  of  Mexico, 
to  be  held  in  pledge  until  our  injuries  shall  be  redressed  aud  our  just  demands  be  satis- 
lied.  We  have  already  exhausted  every  milder  means  of  obtaining  justice.  In  such  a 
case  this  remedy  of  reprisals  is  recognized  by  the  law  of  nations,  not  only  as  just  in 
itself  but  as  a  means  of  preventing  actual  war. 

But  there  is  another  view  of  our  relations  with  Mexico,  arising  from  the  unhappy 
condition  of  affairs  along  our  southwestern  frontier,  which  demands  immediate  action. 
In  that  remote  region,  wdere  there  are  but  few  white  inhabitants,  large  bands  of  hos- 
tile and  predatory  Indians  roam  promi^icuously  over  the  Mexican  States  of  Chihuahua 
and  Souora,  aud  our  adjoining  Territories.  The  local  governments  of  these  States  are 
perfectly  helpless,  and  are  kept  in  a  state  of  constant  alarm  by  the  Indians.  They  have 
not  the  power,  if  they  possessed  the  will,  even  to  restrain  lawless  Mexicans  from  pass- 
ing the  border  and  committing  depredations  on  our  remote  se.ttlers.  A  state  of  anarchy 
and  violence  prevails  throughout  that  distant  frontier.  The  laws  are  a  dead  letter, 
and  life  and  property  wholly  insecure.  For  this  reason  the  settlement  of  Arizona  is 
arrested,  while  it  is  of  great  importance  that  a  chain  of  inhabitants  should  extend  all 
along  its  southern  border,  sufficient  for  their  own  protection  and  that  of  the  United 
States  mail  passing  to  and  from  California.  Well-founded  apprehensions  are  now  en- 
tertained that  the  Indians,  and  wandering  Mexicans  equally  lawless,  may  break  up 
the  important  stage  and  postal  communication  recently  established  between  our  At- 
lantic and  Pacific  possessions.  This  passes  very  near  to  the  Mexican  boundary  through- 
out the  whole  length  of  Arizona.  I  can  imagine  no  possible  remedy  for  these  evils, 
and  no  mode  of  restoring  law  and  order  on  that  remote  and  unsettled'  frontier,  but 
for  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  assume  a  temporary  protectorate  over  the 
northern  portions  of  Chihuahua  and  Souora,  and  to  establish  military  posts  within  the 
same,  and  this  I  earnestly  recommend  to  Congress.  This  protection  may  be  withdrawn 
as  soon  as  local  government  shall  be  established  in  these  Mexican  States,  capable  of 
ptrforming  their  duties  to  the  United  States,  restraining  the  lawless,  and  preserving 
peace  along  the  border. 

I  do  not  doubt  that  this  measure  will  be  viewed  in  a  friendly  spirit  by  the  govern- 
ments and  the  people  of  Chihuahua  and  Souora,  as  it  will  prove  equally  effectual  for 
the  protection  of  their  citizens  on  that  remote  and  lawless  frontier  as  for  citizens  of 
the  United  States. 
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Extract  from  the  annual  meaaage  of  President  Buchanan^  December  19, 1859. 

(Thirty-sixth  Congress,  first  session.) 

iTegret  to  inforro  yon  that  there  has  been  no  improvement  in  the  affairs  of  Mexico 
since  my  last  annual  message,  and  I  am  again  obliged  to  ask  the  earnest  attention  of 
Congress  to  the  nnhappy  condition  of  that  republic. 

The  Constituent  Congress  of  Mexico,  which  adjourned  on  the  17th  of  February,  1857, 
adopted  a  constitution  aod  provided  for  a  popular  election.  This  took  place  in  the 
following  July  (1857),  and  General  Comonfort  was  chosen  President  almost  without 
opposition.  At  the  same  election  a  new  Congress  was  chosen,  whose  first  session  com- 
menced on  the  16th  of  September,  1857.  By  the  constitution  of  1857  the  presidential 
term  was  to  begin  on  the  Ist  of  December,  lvS57,  and  continue  for  four  years.  On  that 
day  General  Comonfort  appeared  before  the  assembled  Congress  in  the  city  of  Mexico, 
took  the  oath  to  support  the  new  constitution,  and  was  duly  inaugurated  as  President. 
Within  a  month  afterward  he  had  been  driven  from  the  ca-ital  and  a  miiitary  rebellion 
bad  assigned  the  supreme  power  of  the  republic  to  General  Znloaga.  The  constitution 
provided  that  in  the  absence  of  the  President  his  office  should  devolve  upon  the  cbief 
justice  of  the  supreme  court;  aud  General  Comtmfort  having  left  the  country,  this 
functionary,  Benito  Juarez,  proceeded  to  form  at  Guanajuato  a  constitutional  govern- 
ment. Before  this  was  officially  known,  however,  at  the  capital  the  government  of 
Zuloaga  had  been  recognized  by  the  entire  diplomatic  corps,  including  the  minister  of 
the  United  St^ates,  as  the  de  facto  Government  of  Mexico.  The  constitutional  President, 
nevertheless,  maintained  his  position  with  firmness,  and  was  soon  established  with  his 
cabinet  at  Vera  Cruz.  Meanwhile  the  government  of  Zuloaga  was  earnestly  resisted 
in  many  parts  of  the  republic,  and  even  in  the  capital ;  a  portion  of  the  army  halving 
pronounced  against  it,  its  functions  were  declared  terTuinated,  and  an  assembly  of 
citizens  was  invited  for  the  choice  of  a  new  President.  This  assembly  elected  General 
Miramon  ;  but  that  officer  repudiated  the  plan  under  which  he  was  chosen,  and 
Zuloaga  was  thus  restored  to  his  previous  position.  He  assumed  it,  however,  only  to 
withdraw  from  it;  and  Miramon,  having  become,  by  his  appointment,  *' president  sub- 
Btitnte,''  continues,  with  that  title,  at  the  head  of  the  insurgent  party. 

In  my  last  annual  message  I  communicated  to  Congress  the  circumstances  under 
which  the  late  minister  of  the  United  States  suspended  his  official  relations  with  the 
central  government  and  withdrew  from  the  country.  It  was  impossible  to  maintain 
friendly  intercourse  with  a  government  like  that  at  the  capital,  uuder  whose  usurped 
authority  wrongs  were  constantly  committed  but  never  redressed.  Had  this  be«n  an 
established  government,  with  its  power  extending,  by  the  consent  of  the  people,  over 
the  whole  of  Mexico,  a  resort  to  hostilities  against  it  would  have  been  quite  justifiable, 
and  indeed  necessary.  But  the  country  was  a  prey  to  civil  war,  and  it  was  hoped  that 
the  success  of  the  constitutional  President  might  lead  to  a  condition  of  things  less 
injurious  to  the  United  States.  This  success  became  so  probable  that,  in  January  last, 
I  employed  a  reliable  agent  to  visit-  Mexico  aud  report  to  me  the  actual  condition  and 
prospects  of  the  contending  partiei'.  In  consequence  of  his  report,  and  from  informa- 
tion which  reached  me  from  other  sources,  favorable  to  the  prospeets  of  the  constitu- 
tional cause,  1  felt  justified  in  appointing  a  new  minister  to  Mexico,  who  might  embrace 
the  earliest  suitable  opportunity  of  restoring  our  diplomatic  relations  with  that  repub- 
lic. For  this  purpose  a  distinguished  citizen  of  Maryland  was  selected,  who  proceeded 
on  his  mission  on  the  8th  of  M^rch  last,  with  discretionary  authority  to  recognize  the 
government  of  President  Juarez,  if,  on  his  arrival  in  Mexico,  he  should  find  it  entitled 
to  such  recognition,  according  to  the  established  practice  of  the  United  States. 

On  the  7th  of  April  following,  Mr.  McLane  presented  his  credentials  to  President 
Jnarez,  having  no  hesitation  in  pronouncing  the  government  of  Juarez  to  be  the  only 
existing  government  of  the  republic.  He  was  cordially  received  by  the  authorities 
at  Vera  Cruz,  and  they  have  ever  since  manifested  the  most  friendly  disposition 
toward  ttie  United  States.  Unhappily,  however,  the  constitntional  government  has 
not  been  able  to  establish  its  power  over  the  whole  republic.  It  is  supported  by  a 
large  majority  of  the  people  and  the  States,  but  there  are  important  parts  of  the  coun- 
try where  it  can  enforce  no  obedience.  General  Miramon  maintains  himself  at  the 
capital,  and  in  some  of  the  distant  provinces  there  are  military  governors  who  pay 
little  respect  to  the  decrees  of  either  government.  In  the  mean  time  the  excesses 
which  always  attend  upon  civil  war,  especially  in  Mexico,  are  constantly  recurring. 
Outrages  of  the  worst  description  are  committed  both  upon  persons  aud  property. 
There  is  scarcely  any  form  of  injury  which  has  not  been  suffered  by  our  citizens  in 
Mexico  during  the  last  few  years.  We  have  been  nominally  at  peace  with  that  re- 
public, but  **80  far  as  the  interests  of  our  commerce,  or  of  our  citizens  who  have  vis- 
ited the  country  as  merchants,  ship-masters,  or  in  other  capacities,  are  concerned,  we 
niight  as  well  have  been  at  war."  Life  has  been  insecure,  property  unprotected,  and 
trade  impossible,  except  at  a  risk  of  loss  which  prudent  Tneu  cannot  be  expected  to 
incur.    Important  contracts,  iuvolviog  large  expenditures,  entered  into  by  the  central 
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l^ovemment,  have  been  set  at  defiance  by  the  local  govemment-8.  Peaceful  American 
residents,  occnpying  their  rightfal  possessions,  have  been  suddenly  expelled  the  conn- 
try,  in  defiance  of  treaties,  and  by  the  mere  force  of  arbitrary  power.  Even  the  course 
of  Justice  has  not  been  safe  from  control,  and  a  recent  decree  of  Miramon  permits  the 
intervention  of  government  in  all  suits  where  either  party  is  a  foreigner.  Vesseis  of 
the  United  States  have  been  seized  without  law,  and  a  consniar  officer,  who  protested 
against  such  seiznre,  has  been  fined  and  imprisoned  for  disrespect  to  the  authorities. 
Military  contributions  have  been  levied^  in  violation  of  every  principle  of  right,  and 
the  American  who  resitited  the  lawless  demand  has  had  his  property  forcibly  taken 
away,  and  has  been  himself  banished.  From  a  conflict  of  authority  in  different  parts 
of  the  conntry,  tariff  duties  which  have  been  paid  in  one  place  have  been  exacted  over 
again  in  another  place.  Large  numbers  of  our  citizens  have  been  arrested  and  impris- 
oned without  any  form  of  examination  or  any  opportunity  for  a  hearing,  and  even 
when  released  have  only  obtained  their  liberty  after  much  suffering  and  injury,  and 
without  any  hope  of  redress.  The  wholesale  massacre  of  Crabbe  and  his  associates, 
without  trial,  in  Sonora,  as  well  as  the  seizure  and  murder  of  four  sick  Americans,  who 
bad  taken  shelter  in  the  house  of  an  American,  upon  the  soil  of  the  United  States,  was 
commuDicated  to  Congress  at  its  last  session.  Murders  of  a  still  more  atrocious  char- 
acter have  been  committed  in  the  very  heart  of  Mexico,  under  the  authority  of  Mira- 
nion's  government,  during  the  present  year.  Some  of  these  were  only  worthy  of  a 
barbarous  age,  and  if  they  had  not  been  clearly  proven,  would  have  seemed  impossible 
in  a  country  which  claims  to  be  civilized.  Of  this  description  was  the  brutal  massa- 
cre in  April  last,  by  order  of  General  Marqnez,  of  three  American  physicians,  who  were 
seized  in  the  hospital  of  Tacnbaya  while  attending  upon  the  sick  and  dying  of  both 

£arties,  and  without  tri^l,  as  without  crime,  were  hurried  away  to  speedy  execution, 
little  less  shocking  was  the  recent  fate  of  Ormond  Chase,  who  was  shot  in  Tepic 
on  the  7th  of  August,  by  order  of  the  same  Mexican  general,  not  only  without  a  trial, 
but  without  any  conjecture  by  his  friends  of  the  cause  of  his  arrest.  He  is  repre- 
sented as  a  young  man  of  good  character  and  intelligence,  who  had  made  numerous 
friends  in  Tepic  by  the  courage  and  humanity  which  he  had  displayed  on  several  try- 
ing occa^iouH,  and  his  death  was  as  unexpected  as  it  was  shocking  to  the  whole  com- 
munity. Other  outrages  might  be  enumerated,  but  these  are  sufficient  to  illustrate 
the  wretched  state  of  the  country  and  the  unprotected  condition  of  the  persons  and 
property  of  our  citizens  in  Mexico. 

'  In  all  these  cases  onr  ministers  have  been  constant  and  faithful  in  their  demands 
for  redress,  but  both  they  and  this  government,  which  they  have  successively  repre- 
sented, have  been  wholly  powerless  to  make  their  demands  effective.  Their  testimony 
in  this  respect,  and  in  reference  to  the  only  remedy  which,  in  their  judgment,  would 
meet  the  exigency,  has  been  both  uniform  and  emphatic.  *' Nothing  but  a  manifesta- 
tion of  the  power  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,''  wrote  our  late  minister  in 
1856,  **  and  of  its  purpose  to  punish  these  wrongs,  will  avail.  I  assure  yon  that  the 
universal  belief  here  is  that  there  is  nothing  to  be  apprehended  from  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  and  that  local  Mexican  officials  c^n  commit  these  outrages  upon 
American  citizens  with  absolute  impunity.''  "  I  hope  the  President,"  wrote  our  present 
minister  in  Angnst  last,  'Vwiil  feel  authorized  to  ask  from  Congress  the  power  to  enter 
Mexico  with  the  military  forces  of  the  United  States,  at  the  call  of  the  constitutional 
authorities,  in  order  to  protect  the  citizens  and  the  treaty  rights  of  the  United  States. 
Unless  such  a  power  is  conferred  upon  him,  neither  the  one  nor  the  other  will  be  respected 
in  the  existing  state  of  anarchy  and  disorder,  and  the  outrages  already  perpetrated  will 
never  be  chastised ;  and,  as  I  assured  yon  in  my  No.  23,  all  these  evils  must  increase 
nntil  every  vestige  of  order  and  government  disappears  from  the  country."  I  have 
been  reluctantly  led  to  the  same  opinion  ;  and  in  justice  to  ray  countrymen  who  have 
suffered  wrongs  from  Mexico,  and  who  may  st^l  suffer  them,  I  feel  bound  to  announce 
this  conclusion  to  Congress. 

The  case  presented,  however,  is  not  merely  a  case  of  individual  claims,  although  onr 
just  claims  against  Mexico  have  reached  a  very  large  amount.  Nor  is  it  merely  a  case 
of  protection  to  the  lives  and  property  of  the  few  Americans  who  may  still  remain  in 
Mexico,  although  the  life  and  property  of  every  American  citizen  ought  to  be  sacredly 
protected  in  every  quarter  of  the  world.  But  it  is  a  question  which  relates  to  the 
future,  as  well  as  to  the  present  and  the  past,  and  which  involves,  indirectly  at  least, 
the  whole  subject  of  onr  duty  to  Mexico  as  a  neighboring  state.  The  exercise  of  the 
power  of  the  United  States  in  that  conntry  to  redress  the  wrbngs  and  protect  the  rights 
of  onr  own  citizens  is  none  the  less  to  be  desired,  because  efficient  and  necessary  aid 
may  thus  be  rendered  at  the  same  time  to  restore  peace  and  order  to  Mexico  itself.  In 
the  accomplishment  of  this  result  the  people  of  the  United  States  must  necessarily  feel 
a  deep  and  earnest  interest.  Mexico  ought  to  be  a  rich  and  prosperous  and  powerful 
republic.  She  possesses  an  extensive  territory,  a  fertile  soil,  and  an  incalculable  store 
of  mineral  wealth  ;  she  occupies  an  important  position  between  the  gulf  and  the  ocean 
for  transit  routes  and  for  commerce.  Is  it  possible  that  such  a  country  as  this  cm  be 
given  up  to  anarchy  and  ruin  without  an  effort  from  any  quarter  for  its  rescue  and  its 
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safety  f  Will  the  commercial  nations  of  tbe  world,  which  have  so  many  interests  con- 
nected with  it,  remain  wboly  indifferent  to  such  a  result  f  Can  the  United  States, 
especialh,  which  oaght  to  share  most  largely  in  its  commercial  intercourse,  allow  their 
immediate  neighbor  thus  to  destroy  itself  and  injure  themf  Yet,  without  support 
from  some  quarter,  it  is  impossible  to  perceive  how  Mexico  can  resume  her  posicion 
among  nations  and  enter  upon  a  career  which  promises  any  good  results.  The  aid 
which  she  requires,  and  which  the  interests  of  all  commercial  countries  require  that 
she  should  have,  it  belongs  to  this  government  to  render,  not  only  by  virtue  of  our 
neighborhood  to  Mexico,  along  whose  territory  we  have  a  continuous  frontier  of  nearly 
a  thousand  miles,  but  by  virtue  also  of  our  established  policy,  which  is  inconsistent 
with  the  intervention  of  any  European  power  in  the  domestic  concerns  of  that  re- 
pnblic. 

Tbe  wrongs  which  we  have  suffered  from  Mexico  are  before  the  world,  and  must 
deeply  impress  every  American  citizen.  A  government  which  is  either  unable  or 
unwilling  to  redress  such  wrongs  is  derelict  to  its  highest  duties.  The  difficulty  con- 
sists in  selecting  and  enforcing  the  remedy.  We  may  in  vain  apply  to  the  constitutional 
government  at  Vera  Cruz,  althongh  it  is  well  disposed  to  do  us  justice,  for  adequate 
redress.  While  its  authority  is  acknowledged  in  all  the  important  ports  and  through- 
out the  sea-coasts  of  tbe  republic,  irs  power  does  not  extend  to  the  city  of  Mexico  and 
the  States  in  its  vicinity,  where  nearly  all  the  recent  outrages  have  been  committed  on 
American  citizens.  We  must  penetrate  into  the  interior  before  we  can  reach  the 
offenders,  and  this  can  only  be  done  by  passing  through  the  territory  in  the  occupation 
of  the  constitutional  government.  The  most  acceptable  and  least  difficult  mode  of 
accomplishing  the  object  will  be  to  act  in  concert  with  that  government.  Their  con- 
sent and  their  aid  might,  I  believe,  be  obtained  ;  but  if  not,  our  obligation  to  protect 
our  own  citizens  in  their  just  rights  secured  by  treaty  would  not  be  the  less  impera- 
tive. For  these  reasons  I  recommend  to  Congress  to  pass  a  law  authorizing  the  Presi-' 
dent,  under  such  conditions  as  they  may  deem  expedient,  to  employ  a  sufficient  military 
force  to  enter  Mexico  for  the  pnrppse  of  obtaining  indemnity  for  the  past  and  security 
for  the  future.  I  purposely  refrain  from  any  suggestion  as  to  whether  this  force  shall 
consist  of  regular  troops  or  volunteers,  or  both.  This  question  may  be  most  appropri- 
ately left  to  the  decision  of  Congress.  I  would  merely  observe  that  should  volunteers 
be  selected,  such  a  force  could  be  easily  raised  in  this  conn  try  among  those  who  sym- 
pathize with  the  sufferings  of  onr  unfortunate  fellow-citizens  in  Mexico  and  with  the 
unhappy  condition  of  that  republic.  Such  an  accession  to  the  forces  of  tbe  constitu- 
tional government  would  enable  it  soon  to  reach  the  city  of  Mexico,  and  extend  its  power 
over  the  whole  republic.  In  that  event,  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  just 
claims  of  our  citizens  would  be  satisfied  and  arlequat«  redress  obtaiued  for  the  injuries 
inflicted  upon  them.  The  constitutional  government  have  ever  evinced  a  strong  desire 
to  do  justice,  and  this  might  be  secured  in  advance  by  a  preliminary  treaty. 

It  may  be  said  that  these  measures  will,  at  least  indirectly,  be  inconsistent  with  onr 
wise  and  settled  policy  not  to  interfere  in  the  domestic  concerns  of  foreign  nations. 
But  does  not  the  present  case  fairly  constitute  an  exception  f  An  adjoining  republic 
is  in  a  state  of  anarchy  and  confusion  from  which  she  has  proved  wholly  unable  to 
extricate  herself.  She  is  entirely  destitute  of  the  power  to  maintain  peace  upon  her 
borders  or  to  prevent  incursions  of  banditti  into  our  territory.  In  her  fate  and  in  her 
fortune — in  her  power  to  establish  and  maintain  a  settled  govern meut — we  have  a  far 
deeper  interest,  socially,  commercially,  and  politically,  than  any  other  nation.  She  is 
now  a  wreck  upon  the  ocean,  drifting  about  as  she  is  impelled  by  different  factions. 
As  a  good  neighbor,  shall  we  not  extend  to  her  a  helping  hand  to  save  her  f  If  we  do  not, 
it  would  not  be  surprising  should  some  other  nation  undertake  the  task,  and  thus  force 
ns  to  interfere  at  last,  under  circumstances  of  increased  difficulty,  for  the  maintenance 
of  our  established  policy. 

I  repeat  the  recommendation  contained  in  my  last  annual  message,  that  authority 
may  be  given  to  the  President  to  establish  one  or  more  temporary  military  posts  across 
the  Mexican  line  in  Sonora  and  Chihuahua,  where  these  may  be  necessary  to  protect 
the  lives  and  property  of  American  and  Mexican  citizens  against  the  incursions  and 
depredations  of  the  Indians  as  well  as  of  lawless  rovers  on  that  remote  region. 


Message  of  President  Buchanan^  March  29, 1860. 
(S.  Ex.  Doc.  29,  36th  Cong.,  1st  sess.,  p.  1.) 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  21st  of  March,  1860,  request- 
ing the  President  of  the  United  States  *'to  inform  the  Senate,  if,  in  his  opinion,  it  be 
not  incompatible  with  the  pnblic  interest,  if  any  instructions  have  been  given  to  any 
of  the  officers  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States  by  which,  in  any  event,  the  naval  force 
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of  the  United  States,  or  any  part  thereof,  were  to  take  part  in  the  civil  war  now  exist- 
ing in  Mexico ;  and  if  the  recent  capture  of  two  war-steamers  of  Mexico  by  the  naval 
force  of  the  United  States  was  done  in  pursuance  of  orders  issued  by  this  government; 
and,  also,  by  what  authority  those  steamers  have  been  taken  in  possession  by  the  naval 
force  of  the  United  States,  and  the  men  on  board  made  prisoners,''  I  transmit  the  inclosed 
report,  with  accompanying  papers,  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.       ■  *"* 

JAMES  BUCHANAN. 
Washinotox,  March  29,  1860. 


Navy  DErARTMENT,  March  29,  1860. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  March  21,  1860,  referred  by  yon  to 
this  department,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  no  "  instrnctions  have  been  given  to 
any  of  the  officers  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States  by  which,  in  any  event,  the  naval 
force  of  the  United  States,  or  any  part  thereof,  were  to  take  part  in  the  civil  war  now 
existing  in  Mexico."  Orders  have  been  given  to  our  naval  forces  on  the  coasts  of  Mex- 
ico to  protect  the  persons  and  property  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States.  The  accom- 
panying instructions  of  July  27,  1858,  and  March  13,  1860,  to  Capt.  Joseph  R.  Jarvis, 
commanding  the  United  States  sloop  of  war  Savannah,  were  given  when  they  respect- 
ively bear  date.  ^  The  latter  had  not  reached  him  at  the  time  of  the  capture  of  the 
two  war-steamers  referred  to  in  the  aforesaid  resolution.  The  annexed  official  reports 
of  Captain  Jarvis  of  the  Savannah,  and  of  Commander  Thomas  Turner  of  the  Saratoga^ 
give  full  information  of  the  circumstances  of  the  capture  of  those  steamers  and  of  the 
causes  which  led  to  it.  Upon  the  facts  stated  in  these  reports,  the  department  approves 
of  the  conduct  of  both  those  gallant  officers  and  of  the  officers  and  men  under  their 
command. 

I  am,  ^4ir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

ISAAC  TOUCEY. 

The  PicKsii>EXT  OF  Tiiii:  UniteI)  States. 


Navy  Department,  July  27, 185?. 

Sir  :  The  United  States  sloop  of  war  Savannah,  to  the  command  of  which  the  depart- 
ment has  assigned  you,  having  been  prepared  for  service  in  the  home  squadron,  you 
will,  as  soon  after  the  receipt  of  this  as  practicable,  proceed  with  her,  with  all  dis- 
patch, to  the  port  of  San  Juan  del  Nort<e,  l^icaragua.  You  will  remain  there  until 
otherwise  instructed  by  the  department  or  Flag-Officer  Mcintosh,  to  whom  yon  will 
report,  by  letter,  at  Boston,  as  a  part  of  the  squadron  under  his  command. 

Yon  will  at  all  times  afford  protection  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  their 
property,  and,  shonld  occasion  arise,  protect  any  vessel  of  the  United  States  from  search 
or  detention  on  the  high  seas  by  the  armed  ships  of  any  other  power. 

I  am,  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant,  ISAAC  TOUCEY .^ 

Capt.  Joseph  R.  Jarvis, 

Commanding  United  States  Sloop  Savannah,  Xetv  York. 


Navy  Department,  March  13,  186(L 

Sir  :  With  the  view  to  aflord  the  protection  due  to  onr  citizens  at  Vera  Crnz,  the 
President  has  directed  the  Hon.  Mr.  McLane,  should  a  hostile  force  approach  that  place 
and  he  should  consider  the  American  citizens  there  in  danger  from  its  operations,  to 
request  the  commanding  officer  of  the  United  States  vessels  of  war  upon  that  coast  to 
land  such  forces  as  may  be  needed  and  can' be  spared  from  indispensable  duties,  and  so 
employ  them  for  the  protection  of  our  citizens  whose  persons  or  property  he  may  be- 
lieve to  be  in  danger.  Should  Mr.  McLane,  therefore,  make  of  you,  as  the  senior  com- 
manding  officer  present,  the  request  which  his  instructions  authorize  him  to  do,  you 
will  promptly  comply  with  it. 

Statements  having  been  ntade  which  lead  to  the  belief  that  arrangements  are  making 
by  what  is  known  as  the  Miramon  government  of  Mexico  to  establish  a  blockade  ac 
Vera  Cruz  and  other  ports  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  the  President  has  decided  that  no 
such  blockade  will  be  recognized  by  the  United  States.  You  are,  therefore,  directed 
to  employ  the  naval  force  under  your  command  to  afford  American  vessels  free  ingress 
and  egress  at  all  Mexican  ports  and  fully  to  protect  them. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  ISAAC  TOUCEY. 

Capt.  Joseph  R.  Jarvis, 

Commanding  United  States  Sloop  Savannah j  J'vra  Cruz^  Mexico. 

The  same  sent  to  Capt.  D.  G.  Farragut,  commanding  the  Brooklyn  ;  to  Commander 
Thomas  Turner,  commanding  Saratoga;  to  Commander  Thornton  A.  Jenkins,  com- 
manding Preble;  and  to  Commander  §.  F.  Hazard,  comniauding  the  Pocahontas. 

2  A  • 
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£xirai'i  from  the  annual  message  of  President  Buchanan,  December  3,  1860. 

(Thirty-sixth  CoDgress,  second  session.) 

Our  I'clatioDS  with  Mexico  remain  in  a  most  unsatisfactory  condition.  In  my  last 
two  annnal  messages  I  discussed  extensively  the  subject  of  these  relations,  and  do  not 
now  propose  to  repeat  at  length  the  facts  and  arguments  then  presented.  They  proved 
conclusively  that  our  citizens  residing  iaMexico,  and  our  merchants  trading  thereto, 
had  suffered  a  series  of  wrongs  and  outrages  such  as  we  never  have  patiently  borne 
from  any  other  nation.  For  these  our  successive  ministers,  invoking  the  faith  of 
treaties,  had,  in  the  name  of  their  country,  persistently  demanded  redress  and  indem- 
nififation,  but  without  the  slightest  effect.  Indeed,  so  confident  had  the  Mexican  au- 
thorities become  of  our  patient  endurance,  that  they  universally  believed  they  might 
commit  these  outrages  upon  American  citizens  with  absolute  impunity.  Thds  wrote 
our  minister  in  1856,  and  expressed  the  opinion  that  **  nothing  but  a  manifestation  of 
the  power  of  the  government  and  of  its  purpose  to  punish  these  wrongs  will  avail." 

Afterward ,  in  1857,  came  the  adoption  of  a  new  constitution  for  Mexico,  the  election 
of  a  President  and  Congress  under  its  provisions,  and  the  inauguration  of  the  President. 
Within  one  short  month,  however,  this  President  was  expelled  from  the  capital  by  a  re- 
bellion in  the  army ;  and  the  supreme  power  of  the  republic  was  assigned  to  General 
Zuloaga.  This  uburper  was,  in  his  turu,6oon  compelled  to  retire  and  give  place  to 
General  Miramon. 

Under  the  constitution  which  had  thus  been  adopted,  Senor  Jaurez,  as  chief  justice 
of  the  supreme  court,  became  the  lawful  President  of  the  republic,  and  it  was  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  constitution,  and  his  authority  derived  from  it,  that  the  civil  war 
commenced  and  still  continues  to  be  prosecuted.  Throughout  the  year  1858  the  consti- 
tutional party  grew  stronger  and  stronger.  In  the  previous  history  of  Mexico,  a  suc- 
cessful military  revolution  at  the  capital  had  almost  universally  been  the  signal  for 
submission  throughout  the  republic.  Not  so  on  the  present  occasion.  A  majority  of 
the  citizens  persistently  sustained  the  constitutional  goveiument.  When  this  was 
recognized  in  April,  1859,  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  its  authority  ex- 
tended over  a  large  majority  of  the  Mexican  States  and  people,  including  Vera  Cruz 
and  all  the  other  important  sea-ports  of  the  republic.  From  that  period  our  commerce 
with  Mexico  began  to  revive,  and  the  constitutional  government  has  afforded  it  all  the 
protection  in  its  power. 

Meanwhile  the  government  of  Miramou  still  held  sway  at  the  capital  and  over  the 
surrounding  country,  and  continued  it-s  outrages  against  the  few  American  citizens 
who  still  had  the  courage  to  remain  within  its  power.  To  cap  the  climax,  after  the 
battle  of  Tacubaya,  in  April,  1859,  General  Marquez  ordered  three  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  two  of  them  physicians,  to  be  seized  in  the  hospital  at  that  place,  taken  out  and 
shot,  without  crime  and  without  trial.  This  was  done,  notwithstanding  our  unfortu- 
nate countrymen  were  at  the  moment  engaged  in  the  holy  cause  of  affonling  relief  to 
the  soldiers  of  both  parties  who  had  been  wounded  in  the  battle,  without  making  any 
distinction  between  them. 

The  time  had  arrived,  in  my  opinion,  when  this  government  was  bound  to  exert  its 
power  to  avenge  and  redress  the  wrongs  of  our  citizens  and  to  afford  them  protection 
in  Mexico.  The  interposing  obstacle  was  that  the  portion  of  the  country  under  thd 
sway  of  Miramon  could  not  be  reached  without  passing  over  territory  under  the  juris- 
diction of  the  constitutional  government,  tinder  these  circumstances,  I  deemed  it  my 
duty  to  recommend  to  Congress,  in  my  last  annual  message,  the  employment  of  a  suf- 
ficient military  force  to  penetrate  into  the  interior,  where  the  government  of  Miramon 
was  to  be  found,  with,  or  if  need  be  without,  the  consent  of  the  Jaurez  government, 
though  it  was  not  doubted  that  this  consent  could  be  obtained.  Never  have  I  had  a 
clearer  conviction  on  any  subject  than  of  the  justice,  as  well  as  wisdom,  of  such  a  pol- 
icy. No  other  alternative  was  left,  except  the  entire  abandonment  of  our  fellow-citi- 
zens who  had  gone  to  Mexico  under  the  faith  of  treaties  to  the  systematic  injustice, 
cruelty,  and  oppression  of  Miramou's  government.  Besides,  it  is  almost  certain  that 
the  simple  authority  to  employ  this  force  would  of  itself  have  accomplished  all  our  ob- 
jects without  striking  a  single  blow.  The  constitutional  government  would  then,  ere 
this,  have  been  established  at  the  city  of  Mexico,  and  would  have  been  ready  and  will- 
ing", to  the  extent  of  its  ability,  to  do  us  justice. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Coricin. 
(If.  Ex.  Doc.  100,  37th  Cong.,  2d  sess.,  p.  2«.) 

Department  of  State, 

Tf^ashingtonf  September  2,  1861. 

Sir:  Your  dispatch  of  the  29th  July  last,  numbered  3,  has  just  now  been  received. 
The  account  of  Mexican  complications  which  it  gives  is  painfully  interesting.    The 


APPENDIX   A.  19 

President  greatly  desires  that  the  political  status  of  Mexico,  as  an  independent  nation, 
shall  be  permanently  maintained.  The  events  you  communicate  alarm  him  upon  this 
point,  and  he  conceives  that  the  people  of  the  United  States  would  scarcely  justify 
him  were  he  to  make  no  effort  for  preventing  so  great  a  calamity  on  this  continent  as 
would  be  the  extinction  of  that  republic.  He  has,  therefore,  determined  to  author- 
ize and  empower  you,  and  you  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered,  to  negotiate  a 
treaty  with  the  Republic  of  Mexico  for  the  assumption  by  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  of  the  payment  of  the  interest,  at  three  per  cent.,  upon  the  funded  debt 
of  that  country  due  to  Mexican  bondholders,  the  principal  of  which  is  understood  to 
be  about  sixty-two  millions  of  dollars,  for  the  term  of  five  years  from  the  dat«  of  the 
decree  recently  issued  by  the  Government  of  Mexico  suspending  such  payment,  pro- 
Tided  that  that  government  will  pledge  to  the  United  States  its  faith  for  the  reim- 
bursement of  the  money  so  to  be  paid,  with  six  per  cent,  interest  thereon,  to  be  se- 
cured by  a  specific  lien  upon  all  the  public  lands  and  mineral  rights  in  the  several 
Mexican  States  of  Lower  California,  Chihuahua,  Sonora,  and  Sinaloa,  the  property  so 
pledged  to  become  absolute  in  the  United  States  at  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  six 
years  from  the  time  when  the  treaty  shall  go  into  effect,  if  such  reimbursement  shall  not 
have  been  made  before  that  time.  This  course  is  rendered  necessary  by  circumstances 
as  new  as  they  are  eventful,  while  the  Mexican  crisis  seems  to  admit  of  no  delay.  The 
President,  therefore,  accepts  the  responsibility,  and  will  submit  his  action  in  the  prem- 
ises to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  so  soon  as  that  body 
shall  be  convened,  for  the  constitational  sanction  without  which  the  treaty  when 
made  would  be  of  no  effect. 

Id  must  be  understood,  however,  that  these  instructions  are  conditional  upon  the  at- 
tainment of  consent  on  the  part  of  the  British  and  French  Governments  to  forbear 
from  resort  to  action  against  Mexico  on  acconnt  of  her  failure  or  refusal  to  pay  the  inter- 
est in  question  until  after  the  treaty  shall  have  been  submitted  to  the  Senate,  and,  if 
ratified,  then  so  long  thereafter  as  the  interest  shall  be  punctually  paid  by  the  Gk>vem- 
ment  of  the  United  States.  I  shall  immediately  instruct  our  ministers  in  London  and 
Paris  to  apply  to  the  British  and  French  Governments  for  their  consent  to  the  terms 
thus  indicated.  Yon  will  see  at  once  the  importance  of  urging  the  Mexican  Govern- 
ment to  give  its  best  efforts  to  the  support  of  these  applications. 

I  am  to  be  understood,  moreover,  as  giving  you  not  specific  but  general  instructions, 
to  be  modified  as  to  sums,  terms,  securities,  and  other  points  as  yon  may  find  neces- 
sary, subject  to  approval  when  made  known  to  me. 

Other  matters  discussed  in  your  dispatch  will  be  treated  of  in  distinct  papers. 
I  am,  &.C., 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Mr.  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward. 

(11.  Ex.  Doc.  100,  37th  Cong.,  2d  sess.,  p.  138.) 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  Unted  States  of  America, 

Washington f  Xovernber  28,  1861. 

Mr.  Sk-cuetaky  :  As  it  seems,  according  to  all  appearances  by  which  we  may  reason- 
ably judge,  the  real  object  of  the  European  allies,  who  signed  in  London  the.  treaty  of 
the  31st  of  October,  is  to  snbvert  the  form  of  government  which  actually  exists  in 
Mexico,  and  to  overthrow  the  constitution  which  the  people  of  that  republic  freely  chose 
for  itself,  I  deem  it  not  inappropriate  to  transmit  to  yon,  for  the  information  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  a  copy  in  English  of  tlie  political  constitution  of 
Mexico.  You  will  observe,  sir,  that  this  code  is  founded  upon  the  same  bases  upon 
which  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  rests,  the  work  of  the  thoughts  and  study 
of  the  wise  and  patriotic  sons  of  this  conntry  who  made  it  independent,  and  who 
knew  how  to  lay  the  foundations  of  its  greatness  and  development. 

The  people  of  Mexico,  who  have  witnessed  with  surprise  the  astonishing  prosperity 
at  which  this  conntry  has  arrived  in  the  short  period  of  it>s  existence  as  an  independ- 
ent nation,  have  desired  to  arrive  at  the  same  result  by  pursuing,  in  order  to  reach  it, 
the  same  course,  and  by  availing  themselves  of  the  same  means.  They  have  believed 
that  this  would  be  to  them  the  more  probable,  because  Mexico  abounds  in  the  same 
elements  which  natitt* e  with  her  prodigal  hand  has  scattered  over  this  land,  and  be- 
cause its  people,  having  once  enjoyed  the  blessings  of  democratic  institutions,  have 
determined  to  maintain  them,  and  to  defend  their  liberties. 

Scarcely  had  the  constitution  of  1857  been  promulgated,  when  the  privileged  classes 
of  Mexico — the  clergy  and  the  army,  accustomed  to  govern  the  country  by  despotism — 
rebelled  against  the  instrument  which  reortranized  and  sanctioned  the  rights  of  the 
people  and  their  equality  before  the  law.  Then  there  arose  a  gigantic  and  unequal 
contest,  in  which  on  one  side  fought  the  organized  and  disciplined  forces  sustained 
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with  the  money  of  the  cler^ry^  and  on  the  other  the  popnlar  niasses,  without  discipline, 
and  without  the  resonrces  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  war,  which  was  carried  on 
thronghoat  the  whole  extent  of  the  Mexican  territory. 

The  repeated  reverses  which  the  people  met  with  at  the  outset  served  to  discipline 
them,  the  guns  of  their  enemies  to  arm  them,  and  at  the  end  of  a  hloody  and  cease- 
less contest  of  three  years'  duration  the  popular  and  constitutional  cause  obtained, 
without  foreign  aid  of  any  nature,  the  victory  to  which  it  was  entitled  by  the  justice 
of  the  principles  which  it  defended  and  the  constancy  and  inflexible  determination  of 
its  defenders. 

The  supremacy  of  the  law  having  been  established  throughout  the  entire  Mexican 
territory,  the  implacable  enemies  of  the  liberties  of  the  people  sought  to  overthrow 
the  constitution,  availing  themselves  of  various  expedients ;  but  the  people  of  Mexico, 
with  an  extraordinary  unanimity,  and  manifesting  a  good  sense  which  would  do  honor 
to  the  most  enlightened  people  in  the  world,  refused  peremptorily  to  resort  to  the 
measures  proposed  to  them  under  the  plea  of  saving  the  country,  but  for  the  real  pur- 
pose of  subverting  the  public  liberties,  and  nearly  all  the  legislatures  of  the  States 
issued  decrees  renewing  their  allegiance  to  the  constitution,  solemnly  protesting  not 
to  acknowledge  any  other  authority  created  outside  of  said  constitution,  and  threat- 
ening to  reassame  their  sovereignty  in  the  event  of  such  revolutionary  authority 
being  established. 

Perceiving  the  inefficiency  of  the  measures  proposed,  others  were  resorted  to.  It 
was  sought  to  present  the  question  as  merely  a  personal  one,  and  it  was  attempted  to 
make  the  person  who  at  preisent  fills  the  executive  chair  of  the  nation  resign  the 
presidency.  Happily  the  good  sense  of  the  country  and  its  devotion  to  the  law  were 
so  poweiful  that  this  other  expedient  was  confounded  also  by  the  determination  of 
the  States  to  sustain  the  government  which  had  emanated  from  the  popular  choice. 
The  legislatures  ratified  their  previoas  protest  against  any  change  whatever.  They 
declared  again  that  they  would  support  the  government  established  by  the  vote  of  the 
nation,  and  the  governors  of  several  of  the  States  did  the  same. 

Among  the  series  of  newspapers  of  the  past  month  which  I  have  just  received  from 
Mexico,  I  find  some  of  the  decrees  and  protests  to  which  I  have  referred,  and  which  I 
have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  to  the  number  of  six,  in  the  order  set  forth  in  the 
index,  which  I  inclose  herewith. 

The  efforts  made  in  the  interior  of  Mexico  to  overthrow  the  present  constitutional 
government  having  proved  ineffectual,  it  now  appears  that  the  determined  and  im- 
placable enemies  of  democratic  and  liberal  institutions  have  resorted  to  the  last 
imaginable  extreme  left  them,  by  seeking  outside  of  the  country  the  means  which 
they  could  not  find  anywhere  else  to  effect  their  desired  aim.  How  far  these  fears 
have  any  foundation  is  left  to  events  to  make  knowu  to  us  within  a  brief  period. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my  very 
distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

cjc,  cfc,  ^c. 


The  Emperor  Napoleon  to  General  Forey. 
(S.  Ex.  Doc.  11,  38th  Cong.,  Ist  sess.,  p.  190.) 

FONTAIXBLEAU,  July  3,  1862. 

My  Dkar  General:  At  the  moment  when  yon  are  about  to  start  for  Mexico,  charged 
with  x>olitical  and  military  powers,  I  think  it  useful  to  make  you  acquainted  with  luy 
ideas.    ♦     *     ♦ 

The  government  will  submit  to  the  Mexican  people  the  question  of  the  political 
regime  which  is  to  be  definitely  established.  An  assembly  will  be  afterward  elected 
according  to  the  Mexican  laws. 

You  will  aid  the  new  government  to  introduce  into  the  administration,  and  particu- 
larly into  the  finances,  that  regularity  of  which  France  offers  the  best  model.  For 
that  purpose  capable  men  will  be  sent  to  second  its  new  organization. 

The  object  to  be  attained  is  not  to  impose  on  the  Mexicans  a  form  of  government 
which  would  be  obnoxious,  but  to  assist  them  in  their  efforts  to  establish,  according  to 
their  own  wishes,  a  government  which  may  have  a  chance  of  stability,  and  can  secure 
to  France  the  settlement  of  the  injuries  of  which  she  has  to  complaiu. 

It  follows,  as  a  matter  of  course,  that  if  the  Mexicans  prefer  a  monarchy,  it  is  for  the 
interest  of  France  to  support  them  in  that  path. 

There  will  not  be  wanting  people  who  will  ask  you  why  we  expend  men  and  money 
to  found  a  regular  government  in  Mexico. 
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In  the  present  state  of  the  civilization  of  the  world  the  prosperity  of  America  is  not 
a  matter  of  indifference  to  Europe,  for  it  is  that  conntry  which  feeds  our  maunfac- 
lories  and  gives  an  impulse  to  our  commerce.  We  have  an  interest  in  the  Republic  of 
the  United  States,  lieing  powerful  and  prosperous,  but  not  that  she  should  take  pos- 
session of  the  whole  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  thence  command  the  Antilles,  as  well  as 
South  America,  and  be  the  only  dispenser  of  the  products  of  the  New  World. 

We  now  see,  by  sad  experience,  how  precarious  is  the  lot  of  a  branch  of  manufac- 
ture which  is  compelled  to  procure  its  raw  material  in  a  single  market,  ail  the  vicissi- 
tudes of  which  it  has  to  bear. 

If,  on  the  contrary,  Mexico  maintains  her  independence  and  the  integrity  of  her 
territory;  if  a  stable  government  be  there  constituted  with  the  assistance  of  France, 
we  shall  have  restored  to  the  Latin  race  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic  all  its  strength 
and  its  prestige;  we  shall  have  guaranteed  security  to  our  West  India  colonies  and 
to  those  of  Spain ;  we  shall  have  established  our  friendly  influence  in  the  center  of 
America;  and  that  influence,  by  creating  immense  markets  for  our  commerce,  will  pro- 
cure us  the  raw  materials  indispensable  for  our  manufactures. 

Mexico  thus  regenerated  will  always  be  well  disposed  toward  us,  not  only  out  of 
gratitude,  but  also  because  her  interests  will  be  in  accord  with  ours,  and  because  she 
will  find  support  in  her  friendly  relations  with  European  powers. 

At  present,  therefore,  our  military  honor  engaged,  the  necessities  of  our  policy,  the 
interest  of  our  industry  and  commerce,  all  conspire  to  make  it  our  duty  to  march  on 
Mexico,  to  boldly  plant  our  flag  there,  and  to  establish  either  a  monarchy,  if  not  in- 
compatible with  the  national  feeling,  or  at  least  a  government  which  may  promise 
some  stability. 

NAPOLEON. 


Mr.  Seward  to  the  Marquis  de  Moniltolon, 

(H.  Ex.  Doc.  73,  39th  Cong.,  1st  seas.,  p.  549.) 

Department  op  State, 

Washing  ton  f  February  12,  I'lJGG. 

I  am  aware  bow  delicate  the  discussion  is  to  which  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhnys  thus  invites 
me.  France  is  entitled  by  every  consideration  of  respect  and  friendship  to  interpret 
for  herself  the  objects  of  the  expedition  and  of  the  whole  of  her  proceedings  iu  Mexico. 
Her  explanation  of  those  motives  and  objects  is,  therefore,  accepted  on  our  part  with 
the  consideration  and  confidence  which  we  expect  for  explanations  of  our  own 
when  assigned  to  France  or  any  other  friendly  power.  Nevertheless,  it  is  my  duty  to 
insist  that,  whatever  were  the  intentions,  purposes,  and  objects  of  France,  the  pro- 
<;eedings  which  were  adopted  by  a  class  of  Mexicans  for  subverting  the  republican 
government  there,  and  for  availing  themselves  of  French  intervention  to  establish  on 
its  ruins  an  imperial  monarchy,  are  regarded  by  the  United  States  as  having  been 
taken  without  the  authority  and  prosecuted  against)  the  will  and  opinions  of  the  Mex- 
ican people.  For  these  reasons,  it  seems  to  this  government  that,  in  supporting  institu* 
tions  thns  established  in  derogation  of  the  inalienable  rights  of  the  people  of  Mexico, 
the  original  purposes  and  objects  of  the  French  expedition,  though  they  have  not 
been,  as  a  military  demand  of  satisfaction,  abandoned  nor  lost  out  of  view  by  the 
Emperor  of  the  French,  were,  nevertheless,  left  to  fall  into  a  condition  in  which  they 
seem  to  have  become  subordinate  t<o  a  political  revolution,  which  certainly  would  not 
have  occurred  if  France  had  not  forcibly  intervened,  and  which,  judging  from  the 
genius  and  character  of  the  Mexican  people,  would  not  now  be  maintained  by  them,  if 
that  armed  intervention  should  cease.  The  United  States  have  not  seen  any  satisfactory 
evidence  that  the  people  of  Mexico  have  spoken,  and  have  called  into  being  or  accepted 
the  so-called  empire,  which  it  is  insisted  has  been  set  up  in  their  capital.  The  United 
States,  as  I  have  remarked  on  other  occasions,  are  of  opinion  that  such  an  acceptance 
could  not  have  been  freely  procured  or  lawfully  taken  at  any  time  in  the  presence  of 
the  French  army  of  invasion.  The  withdrawal  of  the  French  forces  is  deemed  neces- 
sary to  allow'  such  a  proceeding  to  be  taken  by  Mexico.  Of  course  the  Emperor  of 
France  is  entitled  to  determine  the  aspect  in  which  the  Mexican  situation  ought  to  be 
regarded  by  him.  Nevertheless,  the  view  which  I  have  thus  presented  is  the  one 
which  this  nation  has  accepted.  It  therefore  recognizes,  and  must  continue  to  recog- 
nize, in  Mexico  only  the  ancient  republic,  and  it  can  in  no  case  consent  to  involve  itself, 
either  directly  or*  indirectly,  in  relation  with  or  recognition  of  the  institution  of  the 
Prince  Maximilian  in  Mexico. 

This  position  is  held,  I  believe,  without  one  dissenting  voice,  by  our  countrymen.    I 
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do  Dot  presnrae  to  say  that  this  opinion  of  the  American  people  is  accepted  or  will  be 
adopted  generally  by  other  foreign  powers  or  by  the  public  opinion  of  mankind.  The 
£mperor  m  qnite  competent  to  form  a  judgment  upon  this  important  point  for  him- 
self. I  cannot,  however,  properly  exclude  the  observation  that,  while  this  question 
affects  by  it«  bearings  incidentally  every  republican  state  in  the  American  hemisphere, 
every  one  of  those  states  has  adopted  the  judgment  which,  on  the  behalf  of  the  United 
States,  is  herein  expressed.  Under  these  circumstances  it  has  happened,  either  right- 
fully or  wrongfully,  that  the  presence  of  European  armies  in  Mexico,  maintaining  a 
European  prince  with  imperial  attributes,  without  her  consent  and  against  her  will,  is 
deemed  a  source  of  apprehension  and  danger,  not  alone  to  the  United  States,  but  also 
to  all  the  independent  and  sovereign  republican  states  founded  on  the  American  con- 
tinent and  its  adjacent  islands.  France  is  acquainted  with  the  relations  of  the  United 
States  toward  the  other  American  states  to  which  I  have  referred,  and  is  aware  of  the 
sense  that  the  American  people  entertain  in  regard  to  the  obligations  and  duties  due 
from  them  to  those  other  states.  We  are  thus  brought  back  to  the  single  question 
which  formed  the  subject  of  my  communication  of  the  6th  of  December  last,  namely^ 
the  desirableness  of  an  adjustment  of  a  question  the  continuance  of  which  must  be 
necessarily  prejudicial  to  the  harmony  and  friendship  which  have  hitherto  always  ex- 
isted between  the  United  States  and  France. 

This  government  does  not  undertake  to  say  how  the  claims  of  indemnity  and  sati8- 
faction,  for  which  the  war  which  France  is  waging  in  Mexico  was  originally  instituted, 
shall  now  be  adjusted,  in  discontinuing  what,  in  its  progress,  has  become  a  war  of 
political  intervention  dangerous  to  the  United  States  and  to  republican  institutions, 
in  the  American  hemisphere.  Recognizing  France  and  the  Republic  of  Mexico  as 
belligerents  engaged  in  war,  we  leave  all  questions  concerning  those  claims  and  in- 
demnities to  them.  The  United  States  rest  content  with  submitting  to  France  the 
exigencies  of  an  embarrassing  situation  in  Mex  co,  and  expressing  the  hope  that  France 
may  find  some  manner  which  ^all  at  once  be  consistent  with  her  interest  and  honor, 
and  with  the  principles  and  interest  of  the  United  States,  to  relieve  that  situatiou 
without  injurious  delay. 

Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  repeats  on  this  occasion  what  he  has  heretofore  written, 
namely,  that  it  depends  much  upon  the  Federal  government  to  facilitate  their  desire  of 
the  withdrawal  of  the  French  forces  from  Mexico.  He  argues  that  the  position  which 
the  United  States  have  assumed  has  nothing  incompatible  with  the  existence  of  mon- 
archical institutions  in  Mexico.  He  draws  to  his  support  on  this  point  the  fact  that  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  as  well  as  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  official  papers, 
disclaim  all  thought  of  propagaudism  on  the  American  continent  in  favor  of  republican 
institutions.  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  draws  in,  also,  the  fact  that  the  United  States 
hold  friendly  relations  with  the  Emperor  of  Brazil,  as  they  held  similar  relations  with 
Iturbide,  the  Mexican  Emperor,  in  1822.  From  these  positions  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys 
makes  the  deduction  that  neither  any  fundamental  maxim  nor  any  precedent  in  the 
diplomatic  history  of  this  country  creates  any  necessary  antagonism  between  the 
United  States  and  the  form  of  government  over  which  the  Prince  Maximilian  presides 
in  the  ancient  capital  of  Mexico. 

I  do  not  think  it  would  be  profitable,  and  therefore  I  am  not  desirous,  to  engage  in 
the  discussion  which  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  has  thus  raised.  It  will  be  suilicient  for 
my  purpose,  on  the  present  occasion,  to  assert  and  to  give  reassurance  of  our  desire  to 
facilitate  the  withdrawal  of  the  French  troops  from  Mexico,  and,  for  that  purpose,  to  do 
whatsoever  shall  be  compatible  with  the  positions  we  have  heretofore  tAken  upon  that 
subject,  and  with  our  just  regards  to  the  sovereign  rights  of  the  Republic  of  Mexico. 
Further  or  otherwise  than  this,  France  could  not  expect  us  to  go.  Having  thus  reassured 
France,  it  seems  necessary  to  state  anew  the  position  of  this  government  as  it  was  set 
forth  in  my  letter  of  the  6th  of  December,  as  follows  :  Republican  and  domestic  insti- 
tutions on  this  continent  are  deemed  most  congenial  with,  and  most  beneficial  to,  the 
United  States.  Where  the  Tieople  of  any  country,  like  Brazil  now,  or  Mexico  in  1822,. 
have  voluntarily  established  and  acquiesced  in  monarchical  institutions  of  their  own 
choice,  free  from  all  foreign  control  or  intervention,  the  United  States  do  not  refuse  to 
maintain  relations  with  such  governments,  or  seek  through  propagaudism,  by  force  or 
intrigue,  to  overthrow  those  institutions.  On  the  contrary,  where  a  nation  has  estab- 
lished institutions,  republican  and  domestic,  similar  to  our  own,  the  United  States  a^^sert 
in  their  behalf  that  no  foreign  nation  can  rightfully  intervene  by  force  to  subvert  repub- 
lican institutions  and  establish  those  of  an  autagonistical  character. 

Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  seems  to  think  that  I  have  made  a  double  reproach  against  the 
Prince  Maximilian's  alleged  government,  of  the  difficulty  it  encounters  and  of  the 
assistance  it  borrows  from  foreign  powers.  In  that  respect  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  con- 
tends that  the  obstacles  and  tbe  resistance  which  Maximilian  has  been  obliged  to 
wrestle  with  have  in  themselves  nothing  especial  against  the  form  of  the  institutions 
which  he  is  supposed  by  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  to  have  established.  Mr.  Drouyn  de 
Lhuys  maintains  that  Maximilian's  government  is  undergoing  the  lot  quite  common  to 
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new  powers,  while,  above  all,  it  has  the  misfortane  to  have  to  bear  the  conscrineuces  of 
discords  which  have  been  prodnced  under  a  previons  f^overnment. 

Mr.  Drou^pn  de  Lhuys  represents  this  misfortane  and  this  lot  to  be  in  effect  the  mis- 
fortune and  lot  of  governments  which  have  not  found  armed  competitors,  and  which 
have  enjoyed  in  peace  an  uncontroled  authority.  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  alleges  that  re- 
volts and  intestine  wars  are  the  normal  condition  of  Mexico,  and  he  further  insists  that 
the  opposition  made  by  some  military  chiefs  to  the  establishment  of  an  empire  under 
Maximilian  is  only  the  natural  sequence  of  the  same  want  of  discipline  and  the  same 
prevalence  of  anarchy  of  which  his  predecessors  in  power  in  Mexico  have  been  victims. 
It  is  not  the  purpose,  nor  would  it  be  consistent  with  the  character,  of  the  United  States 
to  deny  that  Mexico  has  been  for  a  h>ng  time  the  theater  of  faction  and  intestine  war. 
The  United  States  confess  this  fact  with  regret,  all  the  more  sincere  because  the  ex- 
perience of  Mexico  has  been  not  only  painful  for  her  own  people,  but  has  been  also 
of  unfortunate  evil  influence  on  other  nations.  Oa  the  other  hand,  it  is  neither  a 
right  of  the  United  States,  nor  consistent  with  their  friendly  disposition  toward 
Mexico,  to  reproach  the  people  of  that  country  with  her  past  calamities,  much  less  to 
invoke  or  approve  of  the  inniction  of  punishment  upon  them  by  strangers  for  their 
political  errors.  The  Mexican  population  have,  and  their  situation  has,  some  peculiari- 
ties which  are  doubtless  well  understood  by  France.  Early  in  the  present  century 
they  were  forced,  by  convictions  which  mankind  cannot  but  respec^,  to  cast  off  a  foreign 
monarchical  rule  which  they  deemed  incompatible  with  their  welfare  and  aggrandize- 
ment. They  were  forced,  at  the  same  time,  by  convictions  which  the  world  must  re- 
spect, to  attempt  the  establishment  of  republican  institutions,  without  the  full 
experience  and  practical  education  and  habits  which  would  render  those  institutions 
all  at  once  firm  and  satisfactory.  Mexico  was  a  theater  of  conflict  between  European 
commercial,  ecclesiastical,  and  political  institutions  and  dogmas,  and  novel  American 
institutions  and  ideas.  She  had  African  slavery,  colonial  restrictions,  and  ecclesiasti- 
cal monopolies.  In  the  chief  one  of  these  particulars  she  had  a  misfortune  which 
was  shared  by  the  United  States,  while  the  latter  were  hap})ily  exempted  from  the 
other  misfortunes.  We  cannot  forget  that  Mexico,  sooner  and  more  readily  than  the 
Uuited  States,  abolished  slavery.  We  cannot  deny  that  all  the  anarchy  in  Mexico,  of 
which  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  complains,  was  necessarily,  and  even  wisely,  endured  in 
the  attempts  to  lay  sure  foundations  of  broad  republican  liberty. 

I  do  not  know  whether  France  can  rightfully  be  expected  to  concur  in  this  view, 
which  alleviates,  in  our  minds,  the  errors,  misfortunes,  and  calamities  of  Mexico.  How- 
ever this  may  be,  we  fall  back  upon  the  principle  that  no  foreign  state  can  rightly  in- 
tervene in  such  trials  as  those  of  Mexico,  and  on  the  ground  of  a  desire  to  correct  those 
errors,  deprive  the  people  there  of  their  natural  right  of  domestic  and  republican  free- 
dom. All  the  injuries  and  wrongs  which  Mexico  can  have  committed  against  any  other 
state  have  found  a  severe  punishment  in  consequences  which  legitimately  followed 
their  commi6sion.  Nations  are  not  authorized  to  correct  each  other's  errors,  except  so 
far  as  is  necessary  to  prevent  or  redress  injuries  aflecting  themselves.  If  one  state  has 
a  right  to  intervene  in  any  other  state  to  establish  discipline,  constitutingitself  a  Judge 
of  the  occasion,  then  ever^  state  has  the  same  right  to  intervene  in  the  affairs  of 
every  other  nation,  being  itself,  alone,  the  arbiter,  both  in  regard  to  the  time  and  the 
occasion.  The  principle  of  intervention,  thus  practically  carried  ont,  would  seem  to 
render  all  sovereignty  and  independence,  and  even  all  international  peace  aid  amity, 
uncertain  and  fallacious. 

•  •  •  «  •  •  • 

With  these  explanations  I  proceed  to  say  that  in  the  opinion  of  the  President, 
France  need  not  for  a  moment  delay  her  promised  withdrawal  of  military  forces  from 
Mexico,  and  her  putting  the  principle  of  non-intervention  into  full  and  complete  prac- 
tice in  regard  to  Mexico,  through  any  apprehension  that  the  United  States  will  prove 
unfaithful  to  the  principles  and  policy  in  that  respect  which,  on  their  behalf,  it  has 
been  my  doty  to  maintain  in  this  now  very  lengthened  correspondence.  The  practice 
of  this  government  from  its  beginning  is  a  guaranty  to  all  nations  of  the  respect  of 
the  American  people  for  the  free  sovereignty  of  the  people  in  every  other  state.  ^  We 
received  the  instruction  from  Washington.  We  applied  it  sternly  in  our  early  inter- 
course even  with  France.  The  same  principle  and  practice  have  been  uniformly 
inculcated  by  all  our  statesmen,  interpreted  by  all  our  jurists,  maintained  by  all  our 
Congresses,  and  acquiesced  in  without  practical  dissent  on  all  occasions  by  the  Ameri- 
can people.  It  is  in  reality  the  chief  element  of  foreign  intercourse  in  our  history. 
Looking  simply  toward  the  point  to  which  our  attention  has  been  steadily  confined, 
the  relief  of  toe  Mexican  embarrassments  without  disturbing  our  relations  with  France, 
we  shall  be  gratified  when  the  Emperor  shall  give  to  us,  either  through  the  channel  of 
your  esteemed  correspondence  or  otherwise,  definite  information  of  the  time  when 
French  military  operations  may  be  expected  to  cease  in  Mexico. 
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Mr,  Bigelow  to  Mr.  Seward. 

(II.  Ex.  Doc.  73,  39th  Cong.,  2d  sess.,  p.  5()2.) 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Parity  ApHl  6,  186G. 

•  «•««« 

The  Moniteur  of  yesterday  moruiuj;  amioanced  tbat  as  a  seqaence  to  communications 
exchanged  between  '*M.  Dano,  minister  of  France,  his  excellency  Marshal  Bazaine, 
and  the  Mexican  Grovernment,  the  Emperor  has  decided  tbat  the  French  troops  shall 
evacuate  Mexico  in  three  detachments;  the  first  to  leave  in  November,  1866,  the  sec- 
ond in  March,  1867,  and  the  third  in  November,  1867." 

At  M.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys's  reception  yesterday  afternoon,  I  remarked  that  I  supposed 
the  paragraph  in  the  Moniteur  might  be  regarded  as  an  official  statement  of  the  result 
of  Baron  Salliard's  mission.  He  said  it  might,  and  then  added  that  it  was  substantially 
what  he  had  prefigured  to  me  in  our  Qonversation  last  fall.  He  went  on  to  say 
that  the  seasons  for  the  debarking  of  the  troops  were  selected  from  climatic  and  sani- 
tary considerations. 


Mr.  ^Siward  to  the  Marquis  de  Moniholon. 

(H.  Ex.  Doc.  76,  39th  Cong.,  2<1  sess.,  p.  558.) 

Department  op  State, 

WaahingtoHf  August  16,  1866. 

I  have  the  honor  to  call  your  attention  to  two  orders  or  decrees  which  purport  to 
have  been  made  on  the  26th  of  July  last,  by  Prince  Maximilian,  who  claims  to  be 
emperor  in  Mexico,  in  which  he  declares  that  he  has  committed  the  direction  of  the 
department  of  war  in  that  country  to  General  Osmont,  chief  of  the  staff  of  the  French 
expeditionary  corps ;  and  that  he  has  committed  the  direction  of  the  department  of 
the  treasury  to  Mr.  Friant,  intendant-in-chief  of  the  same  corps. 

The  President  thinks  it  proper  that  the  Emperor  of  France  should  be  informed  that 
the  assumption  of  administrative  functions  at  this  time  by  the  aforenamed  officers  of 
the  French  expeditionary  corps  under  the  authority  of  the  Prince  Maximilian  is  not 
unlikely  to  be  injurious  to  good  relations  between  the  United  St'ates  and  France,  be- 
cause it  is  liable  to  be  regarded  by  the  Congress  and  people  of  the  United  States  as 
indicating  a  course  of  proceeding  on  the  part  of  France  incongruous  with  the  engage- 
ment which  has  been  made  for  the  withdrawal  of  the  French  expeditionary  corps  from 
that  country. 


Proclamation  by  the  President  of  the    United  States. 
(H.  Ex.  Doc.  76,  39th  Cong.,  2d  sess.,  p.  .560.) 

BV  THE   president  OF  THE   UNITED   STATES  OF  AMERICA.— A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  a  war  is  existing  in  the  republic  of  Mexico,  aggravated  by  foreign  military 
intervention  ;  and  whereas  the  United  States,  in  accordance  with  their  settled  habits 
and  policy,  are  a  neutral  power  in  regard  to  the  war  which  thus  affects  the  Republic  of 
Mexico ;  and  whereas  it  has  become  known  that  one  of  the  belligerents  in  the  said  war, 
namely,  the  Prince  Maximilian,  who  asserts  himself  to  be  emperior  in  Mexico,  has  issued 
a  decree  in  regard  to  the  port  of  Matamorosand  other  Mexican  ports  which  are  in  the 
occupation  and  possession  of  another  of  the  said  belligerents,  namely,  the  United 
States  of  Mexico,  which  decree  is  in  the  following  words  : 

*'The  port  of  Matamoros  and  all  those  of  the  northern  frontier  which  have  with- 
drawn from  their  obedience  to  the  government  are  closed  to  foreign  and  coasting  traffic 
during  such  time  as  the  empire  of  the  law  shall  not  be  therein  reinstated. 

^'Article  2.  Merchandise  proceeding  from  the  said  ports,  on  arriving  at  any  other 
where  the  excise  of  the  empire  is  collected,  shall  pay  the  duties  on  importation,  intro- 
duction, and  consumption  ;  and  on  satisfactory  proof  of  contravention  shiill  be  irre- 
missibly  confiscated.  Our  minister  of  the  treasury  is  charged  with  the  punctual 
execution  of  this  decree. 

"  Given  at  Mexico,  the  9th  of  July,  1866." 

And  whereas  the  decree  thus  recited,  by  declaring  a  belligerent  blockade  unsup- 
ported by  competent  military  or  naval  force,  is  in  violation  of  the  neutral  rights  of 
the  United  States,  as  defined  by  the  law  of  nations,  as  well  as  of  the  treaties  existing 
between  the  United  States  of  America,  and  the  aforesaid  United  States  of  Mexico  : 
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Now,  therefore,  I,  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the  United  States,  do  hereby  pro- 
claim and  declare  that  the  aforesaid  decree  is  held  and  will  be  held  by  the  United 
States  to  be  absolutely  null  and  void,  as  against  the  government  and  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  any  attempt  which  shall  be  made  to  enforce  the  same  against 
the  government  or  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  will  be  disallowed. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal  of  the  United 
States  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  the  seventeenth  day  of  August,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hnndred  and  sixty-six,  and  of  the  independence  of  the  United 
t^^tates  of  America  the  Jiinetv-first. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 
By  the  President, 

William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Bigelow. 

(II.  Ex.  Doc.  76,  39th  Cong.,  2d  sess.,  p.  561.) 

Department  of  Statk, 

Waehingtony  October  8,  1866. 

»  «  •  *t  •  •  • 

But  the  point  you  mention  was  not  distinctly  presented  to  me,  namely,  what  this 
government  would  think  of  the  withdrawal  of  the  whole  French  army  in  the  coming 
year,  instead  of  its  being  withdrawn  in  three  semi-annual  detachments,  commencing 
next  November  ?  What  I  have  said  is  this,  that  the  arrangement  proposed  by  the 
emperor  for  a  withdrawal  of  the  troops  in  three  detachments,  beginning  in  November 
next,  was  in  itself  quite  likely  to  be  forgotten  here,  in  the  political  excitement  which 
attends  all  Mexican  questions,  before  the  execution  of  the  agreement  should  begin. 

That  frequent  incidents  of  various  kinds,  presented  by^he  press  in  France  and  in 
Mexico  as  indicating  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  emperor  to  depart  from  that  en- 
gagement, have  unavoidably  produced  a  wide  popular  mistrust  of  even  the  emperor's 
sincerity  in  making  the  engagement,  and  of  his  good  faith  in  fulfilling  it.  That  by 
circumstances  of  this  character  this  department  was  kept  continually  under  an  appa- 
rent necessity  of  protesting  against  proceedings  which  were  thus  weakening  public 
confidence  in  its  very  just  and  well-defined  expectations.  That  the  government,  on 
the  contrary,  relies  with  implicit  confidence  upon  the  fulfillment  of  the  emperor's  en- 
gagement, at  least  to  the  letter  ;  and  it  has  even  expected  that,  overlooking  the  letter, 
it  would  be  fulfilled  with  an  earnestness  of  spirit  which  would  hasten  insteaid  of  retard 
the  evacuation  of  the  French  forces  in  Mexico. 

At  present,  however,  we  are  waiting  for  the  beginning  of  the  evacuation.  When 
that  beginning  shall  have  come,  the  government  will  cheerfully  hear  suggestions  from 
any  quarter  calculated  to  reassure  the  restoration  of  tranquillity,  peace,  and  constitu- 
tional domestic  government  in  Mexico;  but,  until  we  shall  be  able  to  refer  to  such  a 
beginning,  any  proceedings  toward  negotiation  would  only  tend  to  confound  public 
opinion  in  the  United  States,  and  to  render  the  situation  of  Mexico  more  complicated. 

Of  course  it  is  unnecessary  to  inform  you  that  the  speculations  which  are  indulged 
in  by  a  portion  of  the  public  press,  concerning  relations  supposed  to  be  established 
between  this  department  and  General  Santa  Anna,  are  without  foundation. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Bigelow, 

(11.  Ex.  Doc.  76,  39tL  Cong.,  2d  sess.,  p.  565.) 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  November  23,  1666. 

Sir  :  Your  dispatch  of  the  8th  of  November,  No.  384,  in  regard  to  Mexico,  is  received. 

Your  proceedings  in  your  interview  with  M.  Moustier,  and  also  your  proceedings  in 
your  interview  with  the  emperor,  are  entirely  approved.  Say  to  M.  Moustier  that  this 
government  is  surprised  and  affected  with  deep  concern  by  the  announcement,  now 
made  for  the  first  time,  that  the  promised  recall  of  one  detachment  of  the  French 
troops  in  Mexico  in  November  current  has  been  postponed  by  the  emperor.  The  em- 
barrassment thus  produced  is  immeasurably  increased  by  the  circumstance  that  this 
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proceeding  of  the  emperor  has  been  ta^en  withont  conference  with,  and  even  without 
notice  to,  the  United  States.  The  government  has  not  in  any  way  afiforded  re-enforce- 
ments to  the  Mexicans,  as  the  emperor  seems  to  assame,  and  it  has  known  nothing  at 
all  of  his  conntermandiog  instructions  to  Marshal  Bazaine,  of  which  the  emperor 
speaks.  We  consult  only  official  communications  to  ascertain  the  purposes  and  reso- 
lutions of  France,  as  we  make  our  own  purposes  and  resolutions  known  only  in  the 
same  manner  when  she  is  concerned. 

I  am  not  prepared  to  say,  and  it  is  now  unnecessary  to  discuss,  whether  the  President 
could  or  could  not  have  agreed  to  the  emperor's  proposed  delay,  if  he  had  been  sea- 
sonably consulted,  and  if  the  proposition  had  been  then  put,  as  the  proceeding  is  now, 
upon  the  ground  of  military  considerations  alone,  and  if  it  nad  been  marked  with  the 
customary  manifestation  of  regard  to  the  interests  and  feelings  of  the  United  States. 
But  the  emperor's  decision  to  modify  the  existing  arrangement  withont  any  under- 
standing with  the  United  States,  so  as  to  leave  the  whole  French  army  in  Mexico  for 
the  present  instead  of  withdrawing  one  detachment  in  November  current,  as  promised, 
is  now  found  in  every  way  inconvenient  and  exceptionable.    We  cannot  acquiesce. 

First.  Because  the  term  '*  next  spring/'  as  appointed  for  the  entire  evacuation,  is 
indefinite  and  vague. 

Second.  Because  we  have  no  authority  for  stating  to  Congress  and  to  the  American 
people  that  we  have  now  a  better  guarantee  for  the  withdrawal  of  the  whole  expedi- 
tionary force  in  the  spring  than  we  have  heretofore  had  for  the  withdrawal  of  a  part 
in  November. 

Third.  In  full  reliance  upon  at  least  a  literal  performance  of  the  Emperor's  existing 
agreement,  we  have  taken  measures,  while  facilitatiug  the  anticipated  French  evacu- 
ation, to  co-operate  with  the  republican  government  of  Mexico  for  promoting  the 
pacification  of  that  country  and  for  the  early  and  complete  restoration  of  the  proper 
constitutional  authority  of  that  government.  As  a  part  of  those  measures  Mr.  Camp- 
bell, our  newly-appointed  minister,  attended  by  Lieutenant-General  Sherman,  has  been 
sent  to  Mexico  in  order  to  confer  with  President  Juarez  on  subjects  which  are  deeply 
interesting  to  the  United  States  and  of  vital  importance  to  Mexico. 

Our  policy  and  measures  thus  adopted  in  full  reliance  upon  the  anticipated  begin- 
ning of  the  evacuatiou  of  Mexico  were  promptly  made  known  to  the  French  legation 
here,  and  doubtless  you  have  already  executed  your  instructions  by  making  them 
known  to  the  Emperor's  Government  in  Paris. 

R  The  Emperor  will  perceive  that  we  cannot  now  recall  Mr.  Campbell,  nor  can  we  modify 
the  instructions  under  which  he  is  expected  to  treat,  and  under  which  he  may  be  even 
now  treating  with  the  republican  government  in  Mexico. 

That  Government  will,  of  course,  most  earnestly  desire  and  confidently  expect  an 
early  and  entire  discontinuation  of  foreign  hostile  occupation.  You  will,  therefore^ 
state  to  the  Emperor's  Government  that  the  President  sincerely  hopes  and  expects  that 
the  evacuation  of  Mexico  will  be  carried  into  effect  with  such  conformity  to  the  exist- 
ing agreement  as  the  inopportune  complication  which  calls  for  this  dispatch  shall  allow. 
Mr.  Campbell  will  bo  advised  of  that  complication.  Instructions  will  be  issued  to  the 
United  States  military  forces  of  observation  to  await  in  every  case  special  directions 
from  the  President.  This  will  be  doue  with  a  confident  expectation  that  the  telegraph 
or  mail  may  seasonably  bring  us  a  satisfactory  resolution  from  the  Emperor  in  reply 
to  this  note.  You  will  assure  the  French  Government  that  the  United  States,  while 
they  seek  the  relief  of  Mexico,  desire  nothing  more  earnestly  than  to  preserve  peace 
and  friendship  with  France.  Nor  does  the  President  allow  himself  to  doubt  that  what 
has  been  determined  in  France,  most  inauspiciously  as  we  think,  has  been  decided  upon 
inadvertently,  without  full  reflection  upon  the  embarrassment  it  must  produce  here, 
and  without  any  design  to  retain  the  Freuch  expeditionary  forces  in  Mexico  beyond 
the  full  period  of  eight^^en  months,  originally  stipulated  for  the  complete  evacuation. 
I  am,  &c., 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Mr.  Sctcard  to  Mr.  Campbell. 

(H.  Ex.  Doc.  76,  39th  Cong.,  2d  sess.,  p.  569.) 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  October  20,  1866. 

Sir:  You  are  aware  that  a  friendly  and  explicit  arrangement  exists  between  this 
government  and  the  Emperor  of  France,  to  the  ctfect  that  he  will  withdraw  his  ex- 
peditionary military  forces  frcm  Mexico  in  three  parts;  the  first  of  which  shall  leave 
Mexico  in  Novembef  next,  the  second  in  March  next,  and  the  third  in  November,  1867 ; 
and  that  upon  the  evacuation  being  thiis  completed,  the  French  Government  will  im- 
mediately come  upon  the  ground  of  non-intervention  in  regard  to  Mexico  which  is 
held  by  the  United  States. 
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Doubts  hare  been  entertained  and  expressed  in  some  quarters  upon  the  question 
whether  the  French  Government  will  faithfully  execute  this  agreement.  No  such 
doubts  have  been  entertained  by  the  President,  who  has  had  repeated,  and  even  recent, 
assurances  that  the  complete  evacuation  of  Mexico  by  the  French  will  be  consum- 
mated at  the  periods  mentioned,  or  earlier  if  comx)atible  with  dimatical,  military,  and 
other  conditions. 

There  are  grounds  for  supposing  that  two  incidental  questions  have  already  engaged 
the  attention  of  the  French  Government,  namely : 

1.  Whether  it  should  not  advise  the  departure  of  the  Prince  Maximilian  for  Austria 
to  be  made  before  the  withdrawal  of  the  French  expedition. 

2.  Whether  it  would  not  be  consistent  with  the  climatical,  military,  and  other  con- 
ditions, before  mentioned,  to  withdraw  the  whole  expeditionary  fovce  at  once,  instead 
of  retiring  it  in  three  parts  and  at  diflferent  periods. 

No  formal  communication,  however,  upon  this  subject  has  been  made  by  the  Emperor 
of  the  French  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  When  the  subject  has  been 
incidentally  mentioned,  this  department,  by  direction  of  the  Coresident,  has  replied 
that  the  United  States  await  the  execution  of  the  agreement  for  the  evacuation  by  the 
French  Government,  at  least  according  to  its  letter,  while  they  would  be  gratified  if 
that  agreement  could  be  executed  with  greater  promptness  and  dispatch  than  are 
stipulated. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  President  expec^ts  that  within  the  next  month  (No- 
vember) a  portion  at  least  of  the  French  expeditionary  force  will  i*etire  from  Mexico, 
and  he  thinks  it  not  improbable  that  the  whole exi>editionary force  maybe  withdrawn 
at  or  about  the  same  time. 

^  Sach  an  event  cannot  fliil  to  produce  a  crisis  of  great  political  interest  in  the  Repub- 
lic of  Mexico.  It  is  important  that  you  should  be  either  within  the  territories  of  that 
republic,  or  in  some  place  near  at  hand,  so  as  to  assume  the  exeroise  of  your  functions 
as  minister  pl^i])otentiary  of  the  United  States  to  the  Republic  of  Mexico. 

What  may  be  the  proceedings  of  the  Prince  Maximilian  in  the  event  of  a  partial  or 
complete  evacuation  of  Mexico,  of  course  cannot  now  be  certainly  foreseen.  What 
may  be  the  proceedings  of  Mr.  Jnarez,  the  President  of  the  Aepublic  of  Mexico,  in  the 
same  event,  cannot  now  be  definitely  anticipated.  *  \ 

We  are  aware  of  the  existence  of  several  political  parties  in  Mexico,  other  than  those  at 
the  head  of  which  are  President  Juarez  and  Prince  Maximilian,  who  entertain  conflicting 
views  concerning  the  most  expedient  and  proper  mode  of  restoring  peace,  order,  and 
civil  government  in  that  republic.  We  do  not  know  what  may  be  the  proceedings  of 
those  parties  in  the  event  of  the  French  evacuation. 

Finally,  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  foresee  what  may  be  the  proceedings  of  the  Mexi- 
can people  in  case  of  the  happening  of  the  events  before  alluded  to.  For  these  reasons 
it  is  impossible  to  give  you  specific  directions  for  the  conduct  of  your  proceedings  in 
discharge  of  the  high  trust  which  the  Government  of  the  United  States  has  confided  to 
you.  Much  must  be  left  to  your  own  discretion,  which  is  to  be  exercised  according 
to  the  view  you  may  take  of  political  movements  as  they  shall  disclose  themselves  in 
the  future. 

There  are,  however,  some  principles  which,  as  we  think,  may  be  safely  laid  down  in 
regard  to  the  policy  which  the  Government  of  the  United  States  will  expect  you  to 
pursue.  The  first  of  these  is,  that,  as  a  representative  of  the  United  States,  you  are 
accredited  to  the  republican  government  of  Mexico,  of  which  Mr.  Juarez  is  president. 
Your  communication  as  such  representative  will  be  made  to  him,  wheresoever  he  may  be, 
and  in  no  event  will  you  officially  recognize  either  the  Prince  Maximilian,  who  claims 
to  be  emperor,  or  any  other  person,  chief,  or  combination,  as  exercising  the  execftive 
authority  in  Mexico,  without  having  first  reported  to  this  department,  and  received 
instructions  from  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Secondly.  Assuming  that  the  French  military  and  naval  commanders  shall  be  en- 
gaged in  good  faith  in  executing  the  agreement  befbre  mentioned  for  the  evacuation 
of  Mexico,  the  spirit  of  the  engagement  on  our  part  in  relation  to  that  event  will 
forbid  the  United  States  and  their  representative  from  obstructing  or  embarrassing 
the  departure  of  the  French. 

Thirdly.  What  the  Government  of  the  United  States  desire  in  regard  to  the  future  of 
Mexico  is  not  the  conquest  of  Mexico,  or  any  part  of  it,  or  the  aggrandizement  of  the 
United  States  by  purchase  of  land  or  dominion,  but,  on  the  other  nand,  they  desire  to 
see  the  people  of  Mexico  relieved  from  all  foreign  military  intervention,  to  the  end 
that  they  may  resume  the  conduct  of  their  own  affairs  under  the  existing  republican 
government,  or  such  other  form  of  government  as,  being  left  in  the  enjoyment  of  per- 
fect liberty,  they  shall  determine  to  adopt  in  the  exercise  of  their  own  free  will,  by 
their  own  act,  without  dictation  from  any  foreign  country,  and,  of  course,  without  dic- 
tation from  the  United  States. 

It  results,  as  a  consequence,  from  these  principles,  that  you  will  enter  into  no  stipu- 
lation with  the  French  commanders,  or  with  the  Prince  Maximilian,  or  with  any 
other  party,  which  shall  have  a  tendency  to  counteract  or  oppose  the  administration 


28  APPENDIX   A. 

of  President  Juarez,  or  to  binder  or  delay  the  restoration  of  the  antbority  of  the 
repablio.  Ou  the  other  hand,  it  may  possibly  happen  that  the  President  of  the  Repub- 
lic of  Mexico  may  desire  the  good  offices  of  the  United  States,  or  even  some  effective 
proceedings  on  our  part,  to  favor  and  advance  the  pacification  of  a  country  so  long  dis- 
tracted by  foreign,  combined  with  civil,  war,  and  thus  gain  time  for  the  re-establish- 
ment of  national  authority  upon  principles  consistent  with  a  repnblican  and  domestic 
system  of  government.  It  is  possible,  moreover,  that  some  disposition  mi^ht  be  made 
of  the  land  and  naval  forces  of  the  United  States,  without  interfering  within  the  juris- 
diction of  Mexico,  or  violating  the  laws  of  neutrality,  which  would  be  useful  in  favor- 
ing the  restoration  of  law,  order,  and  republican  government  in  that  country. 

You  are  authorized  to  confer  upon  this  subject  with  the  republican  government  of 
Mexico,  and  its  agents,  and  also  to  confer  informally,  if  you  find  it  necessary,  with  any 
other  parties  or  agents,  should  such  an  exceptional  conference  become  absolutely 
necessary,  but  not  otherwise.  You  will,  by  these  means,  obtain  information  which  will 
be  important  to  this  government,  and  such  information  you  will  convey  to  this  depart- 
ment, with  your  sngg^tions  and  advice  as  to  any  proceedings  on  our  part  which  can 
be  adopted  in  conformity  with  the  principles  I  have  before  laid  down.  You  will  be 
content  with  thus  referring  any  important  propositions  on  the  snbject  of  reorganiza- 
tion &nd  restoration  of  the  republican  government  in  Mexico  as  may  arise  to  this  de- 
partment for  the  information  of  the  President. 

The  General  of  the  United  States  possesses  already  discretionary  authority  as  to  the 
location  of  the  forces  of  the  United  States  in  the  vicinity  of  Mexico. 

His  military  experience  will  enable  him  to  advise  you  concerning  snch  questions  as 
may  arise  during  the  transition  sta^e  of  Mexico  from  a  state  of  military  siege  by  a 
foreign  en^my  to  a  condition  of  practical  self-government,  ^t  the  same  time  it  will  be 
in  his  power,  being  near  the  scene  of  action,  to  issue  any  orders  which  may  be  expedi- 
ent or  necessary  for  maintaining  the  obligations  resting  upon  the  United  States  in 
regard  to  proceedings  upon  the  borders  of  Mexico.  For  these  reasons,  he  has  been 
requested  and  instructed  by  the  President  to  proceed  with  you  to  your  destination,  and 
to  act  with  you  as  an  adviser,  recognized  by  this  department,  in  regard  to  the  matters 
which  have  been  herein  discussed.  After  conferring  with  him  you  ase  at  liberty  to 
proceed  to  the  city  of  Chihuahua,  or  to  snch  other  place  in  Mexico  as  may  be  the  resi- 
dence of  President  Jnarez ;  or,  in  your  discretion,  you  will  proceed  to  any  other  place 
in  Mexico,  not  held  or  occupied  at  the  time  of  your  arrival  by  enemies  of  the  Republic 
of  Mexico;  or  you  will  stop  at  any  place  in  the  United  States,  or  elsewhere,  near  the 
frontier  or  coast  of  Mexico,  and  await  there  a  time  to  enter  any  portion  of  Mexico  which 
shall  hereafter  be  in  the  occupation  of  the  repnblican  government  of  Mexico. 
I  am,  d:c., 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Mr.  Plumb  to  Mi\  Seward. 

(Foreign  Relations  1867,  part  2,  p.  460.) 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

City  of  Mexico,  October  9,  1867. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  at  this  capital  on  the  6th  instant.  Ou 
the  7th  instant  I  addressed  a  communication  to  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs,  Mr. 
Sebastian  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  advising  him  of  my  arrival,  and  requesting  the  honor  of  an 
interfriew  for  the  purpose  of  presenting  my  letter  of  credence.  »  *  •  In  the  some- 
what lengthy  and  general  conversation  that  then  ensued,  the  expressions  of  Mr.  Lerdo 
de  Tejada  were  so  strong  and  so  repeated  of  the  deep  sensibility  and  satisfaction  with 
which  the  Government  of  Mexico  regards  the  course  of  the  Government  and  people  of 
the  United  States  toward  Mexico  during  the  late  long  and  severe  struggle  through 
which  this  country  has  passed,  that  I  feel  I  should  fail  in  my  duty  did  I  not  make  at 
least  this  allusion  to  expressions  on  his  part,  which  seemed  to  be  peculiarly  marked  and 
emphatic,  and  in  which  there  seemed  to  be  especially  recognized  the  judiciousness  and 
the  value  to  Mexico  of  the  policy  that  has  been  maintained  by  the  Government  of 
the  United  States.        #        *        *        * 

I  am,  &c.,  E.  L.  PLUMB. 


Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seward. 

(Foreign  Relations  1868,  part  2,  p.  378.) 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

City  of  Mexico,  December  9,  1867. 

Sir  :  The  time  fixed  for  the  assembling  of  the  national  congress  of  Mexico  in  the 
decree  calling  the  late  election,  was  the  20th  of  November. 
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On  that  day  one  hundred  and  fonr  members,  out  of  the  full  nnmber  of  two  hundred 
and  seven,  were  present,  and  what  are  here  termed  the  preparatory  meetings,  then 
commenced. 

These  meetings  continued  until  the  4th  instant,  one  hundred  and  ten  members  being 
then  present,  when  the  examination  of  the  credentials  of  the  members,  which  is  here  a 
preliminary  act,  and  the  organization  of  congress  was  declared  effected,  and  Sunday, 
the  8th  instant,  was  fixed  for  the  formal  opening,  in  the  presence  of  the  president  of 
the  republic,  of  the  regular  sessions. 

The  ceremony  of  this  formal  opening,  therefore,  yesterday  took  place,  and  I  have  now 
the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  the  Diario  Oticial,  containing  the  speech  of 
President  Juarez,  and  the  reply  of  the  president  of  congress,  Mr.  Ezequiel  Montes, 
delivered  on  that  occasion. 

The  importance  of  these  discourses,  under  all  of  the  circumstances,  and  the  charac- 
ter of  certain  positions  taken  in  both,  lead  me  to  refrain  from  any  comment  thereon. 
I  am,  &('., 

E.  L.  PLmiB. 


Extract  from  the  address  of  President  Juarez  to  the  Mexican  Congress,  December  8, 18()7. 

The  United  States  of  America  continued  their  friendship  for  us  during  the  whole 
period  of  our  long  and  bitter  struggle.  The  constant  sympathy  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  moral  support  given  by  their  government  to  our  cause,  justly 
deserve  the  sympathy  and  regard  of  the  people  and  government  of  Mexico. 

BejAy  of  Speaker  Mont^z  to  the  foregoing  address. 

■  Citizen  President  :  The  nation  this  day  resumes  the  constitutional  exercise  of  one  of 
the  most  precious  attributes  of  its  sovereignty — the  power  of  legislating  through  its 
representatives.  This  blessing  is  due  to  the  heroic  constancy  of  her  brave  sons  in  the 
glorious  contest,  of  five  years'  duration,  against  the  foreign  invaders,  and  t>o  the  justice 
of  that  greatest  of  modern  nations  and  best  friend  of  Mexico,  the  United  States  of 
America.  Yes,  in  the  United  States  they  are  continuing  a  work  worthy  of  the  great 
father  of  American  independence,  the  founder  of  republicanism  on  the  continent  of 
Columbus — the  venerable  and  immortal  Washington.  The  Repnblic  of  Mexico  will 
always  reckon  among  its  best  friends  the  statesmen  that  directed  the  American  policy 
during  the  period  of  our  crisis.  The  principle  of  non-intervention,  faithfully  observed 
by  the  oldest  of  the  republics  of  this  continent,  the  only  ally  of  Mexico,  has  proved  the 
salvation  of  our  country.  #»•#•# 


Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seward. 

(Foreign  Relations  1868,  part  2,  p.  396.) 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

City  of  MexicOf  January  11,  1868. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  copy  and  translation  of  a  manifesto, 
addressed  under  date  of  the  8th  instant,  by  the  congress  of  Mexico  to  the  Mexican 
people. 

It  will  be  observed  that  this  manifesto  reiterates,  on  the  part  of  congress,  the  posi- 
tion taken  by  the  Executive  of  the  republic,  in  his  clddress  to  that  body  at  the  formal 
opening  of  the  session  on  the  8th  of  December,  that  all  treaties  are  at  an  end  between 
Mexico  and  those  powers  who  recognized  the  so-called  government  of  Maximilian. 

I  am  reliably  informed  that  in  the  discussion  and  adoption  of  the  manifesto,  which 
took  place  in  secret  session,  and  proceeded  by  paragraphs,  an  amendment  was  pro- 
posed more  especially  recognizing  the  aid  Mexico  has  received,  during  her  recent 
struggle,  from  the  United  States. 

This  amendment  was  strongly  sup{)orted,  I  am  told,  by  Mr.  Montes,  formerly  minister 
for  foreign  affairs  under  President  Comonfort,  Mr.  Mata,  formerly  minister  to  the 
United  Stat^,  and  Mr.  Cafiedo,  a  talented  deputy  from  the  state  of  Jalisco,  but  it 
failed  to  be  carried. 
I  am,  &.C., 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 
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Manifesto  of  the  Mexican  Congress, 

[TransUtion.] 

The  Congress  to  the  Nation: 

The  sltn^tion  of  the  republic  npoD  the  oompletiou  of  its  triamph  over  its  foreign  and 
interior  enemies  is  highly  satisfactory,  and  reanimates  the  hopes  of  all  those  who  desire 
the  prosperity,  the  well-being,  and  the  aggrandizement  of  our  country.  Upon  the  wis- 
dom, the  good  sense,  the  patriotism  and  the  civic  virtues  of  the  Mexicans  it  depends 
that  these  alluring  expectations  shall  not  be  frustrated.  They  are  the  masters  of  their 
own  destiny ;  and  upon  the  practical  application  of  the  liberty  they  have  defended  with 
so  much  courage,  and  the  strict  observance  of  the  fundamental  law  so  mwch  desired, 
depends  peace  and  public  order,  which  are  the  first  necessities  of  the  country,  as  also 
the  subsistence  and  the  perfecting  of  the  institutions,  the  credit,  and  the  respectability 
of  the  republic  before  the  world.  The  first  duty  of  Mexicans  consists  to-day  in  respect 
and  submission  to  the  laws  and  the  authorities  that  emanate  from  them,  and  in  making 
full  use  of  all  the  liberty  authorized  by  the  constitution,  without  compromising  the 
j)ub]ic  peace  or  inciting  to  new  revolutions. 

For  public  evils,  for  abuses  by  the  authorities,  for  the  misconduct  of  the  government, 
there  are  legal  remedies  established  by  the  constitution  itself,  and  no  others  should  be 
adopted,  for  there  is  no  greater  peril  than  in  the  interruption  of  the  legal  order. 
•  ««•#»• 

The  congress,  in  celebrating  the  national  triumph,  in  congratulating  itself  upon  the 
restoration  of  institutions  which  combine  order  with  liberty,  and  in  exhorting  their 
constituents  to  peace  and  to  respect  to  the  law,  cannot  omit  to  express,  in  the  name  of 
the  nation,  a  sentiment  of  profound  gratitude  toward  the  enlightened  republics  of 
America,  for  the  moral  support  that  they  have  lent  to  it  during  the  struggle,  in  not 
recognizing  the  work  of  the  usurpation  and  in  not  desxiairiog  that  in  Mexico  the  holy 
cause  of  right  and  of  democracy  would  triumph.  It  is  the  desire  of  congress  that  in 
the  interest  of  civilization  and  of  humanity  a  close  alliance  of  the  American  republics 
may  be  realized. 


Mr.  Flumh  to  Mr.  ASeicard. 

(Foreign  Relations  1868,  part  2,  p.  394.) 

Legation  of  tiie  United  States, 

City  of  Jfexioo,  December  26,  1867. 

Sir:  On  the  19th  instant  the  special  committee  of  the  Mexican  congress,  appointed 
to  examine  the  votes  of  the  electoral  colleges  for  President  of  the  republic  and  presi- 
dent of  the  supreme  court,  made  their  report,  which  was  adopted. 

Of  the  10,3ti0  votes  cast  by  180  electoral  colleges  for  President,  it  is  stated  that  7,422 
were  given  for  Benito  Juarez,  2,709  for  Porfirio  Diaz,  57  for  Gonzalez  Ortegj^  and  the 
remainder  (192)  scattering. 

A  decree,  was,  therefore,  passed  by  congress  declaring  Benito  Juarez  constitutional 
President  of  the  United  Mexican  States  for  the  period  terminating  on  the  30th  of  No- 
vember, lS71y  by  reason  of  his  having  received  an  absolute  majority  of  all  the  votes 
cast. 

Of  the  10,421  votes  cast  for  president  of  the  supreme  court  (the  vice-president  of 
the  republic),  it  is  stated  that  3,874  were  cast  for  Sebastian  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  2,541  for 
Porfirio  Diaz,  and  the  remainder  (3,970)  divided  among  a  large  number  of  other  candi- 
dates. No  candidate  having  an  absolute  majority  of  all  the  votes  cast,  the  election  fell 
to  congress,  and  rested  between  the  two  candidates  receiving  the  highest  number  of 
votes.  The  election  then  proceeded  by  states,  twenty-three  states  voting  by  their  del- 
egations. Of  these  seventeen  voted  for  Sebastian  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  and  six  for  Porfirio 
Diaz. 

A  decree  was  thereupon  passed  by  congress  declaring  Sebastian  Lerdo  de  Tejada 
constitutional  president  of  the  supreme  court  of  justice,  by  reason  of  his  having  ob- 
tained an  absolute  majority  of  the  votes  cast  by  t^ie  deputations  of  the  states. 

On  the  following  day  congress  fixed  the  25th  instant  as  the  day  on  which  the  presi- 
dent of  the  republic  should  take  possession  of  his  office  under  the  new  term  of  which 
he  had  been  now  declared  to  be  elected. 

Having  received  a  formal  invitation  from  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs,  I  was 
present  at  the  ceremony  of  the  inauguration,  which  took  place  yesterday  in  the  hall  of 
the  national  congress. 
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I  have  DOW  the  honor  of  inclosing  herewith  a  copy  of  the  Diario  Ofioial,  contaioiDg 
the  address  of  President  Juarez,  and  the  reply  of  the  presiding  officer  of  congress,  de- 
livered on  that  occasion. 

It  will  be  observed  that  in  neither  of  the  above  addresses  is  any  allusion  made  to 
foreign  affairs.  The  tone  of  the  addresses  is  moderate  and  practical,  and  inspires  hope 
for  the  preservation  of  constitutional  order  in  the  future. 

Mexico  has  now  conquered  the  establishment  of  a  republican  form  of  government. 
The  constitution  of  1857,  subject  to  such  changes  as  may  be  m&de,  in  the  manner  it 
l>re8cribes,  it  is  settled  is  to  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land.  The  separation  of  state 
and  church  has  been  effected.  The  vast  property  of  the  latter  has  been  nationalized 
and  passed  into  private  ownership. 

All  the  power  of  France  and  the  pledges  and  obligations  of  Maximilian  have  proved 
insufficient  to  reverse  this  action. 

The  three  years'  rebellion  of  1858  to  1861  having  been  put  down,  defeated  faction  a])- 
)»ealed  to  its  last  resort,  foreign  intervention.  That  has  succumbed  to  an  eternal  ver- 
dict, so  far  as  £uro|>e  is  concerned. 

Permanent  peace,  therefore,  appears  now  to  be  within  Mexico's  reach,  if  she  will  be 
just  to  her  national  obligations  abroad,  and  the  government  at  home  will  resolutely 
and  promptly  repress  any  local  attempts  that  may  be  made  to  disturb  the  public  order. 

I  have,  &Ai.f 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 


Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr,  Setoard, 

(Foreign  Relations,  1868,  part  2,  p.  430.) 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

City  of  Mexico,  Feh^uary  24,  1868. 

Sir:  I  have  purposely,  thus  far  since  my  arrival  here,  refrained  from  making  any 
allusion,  in  my  communications  to  the  department,  to  the  many  reports  which  from 
time  to  time  are  circulated  in  this  country,  and  are  sent  abroad,  of  reactionary  move- 
ments, or  of  public  disorders  of  more  or  less  importance,  in  various  parts  of  the  republic. 

In  most  cases  these  reports  are  speedily  proved  to  be  fabrications,  and  such  move- 
ments as  may  occur  have  no  political  importance,  because  they  can  attain  no  practical 
end.  * 

The  struggle  this  republic  has  just  passed  through  has  been  too  vital,  and  the  princi- 
ples involved  in  the  triumph  achieved  by  the  cause  of  republican  constitutional  gov- 
ernment too  important  and  necessarily  deep-seated,  for  there  to  be  even  a  possibility, 
for  some  considerable  time  at  least,  of  any  serious  political  change  originating  within 
itself. 

It  would  seem  to  have  been  demonstrated  that  no  government  is  now  possible  here 
except  the  constitutional  form  of  government,  and  it  would,  therefore,  clearly  appear 
to  be  for  the  interest  not  only  of  this  country,  but  of  all  who  may  have  relations  with 
it,  that  that  government  should  be  maintained.  Any  reactionary  or  other  anti-consti- 
tutional movement  cow,  whether  originating  abroad  or  within  the  republic,  must  be 
8implv  an  attack  upou  public  order,  and  a  direct  injury  to  the  creditors  of  this  country 
and  all  who  seek  to  have  commerce  with  it. 

Upon  the  success  of  this  people  in  maintaining  order  and  security  and  achieving 
progress  under  the  from  of  government  they  have  definitively  adopted,  depends  not 
merely  their  national  existence,  but  all  immediate  prospect  of  the  payment  of  their 
obligations  and  the  possibility  of  any  development  of  their  commerce. 

For  the  solution  of  this  question  of  their  capacity  in  this  regard,  which  is  being  deter- 
mined, it  would  also  appear  clearly  desirable  that  a  full,  fair,  and  free  time  of  trial 
should  be  afforded  without  opposition,  but  rather  with  encouragement  from  all  quar- 
ters. It  would  appear  to  be  in  the  common  interest  that  any  attempted  movement 
against  the  constitutional  order  should  receive  severe  reprobation  abroad,  and  that  the 
constitutional  authorities  should  be  stimulated  and,  so  iwi  as  may  be  legitimately 
practicable,  aided  to  vigorously  repress  all  such  movements. 

The  recent  reactionary  movement  in  Yucatan,  which  commenced  on  the  lltli  of 
December  last,  upou  the  landing  there  of  a  certain  number  of  the  imperialist  refugees 
who  have  been  congregated  at  Havana,  appears  to  have  hiul  its  only  inspiration  and 
support  from  that  source. 

Availing  by  surprise  of  the  port  of  Sisal  and  the  city  of  Merida,  where  the  consti- 
tutional governor,  Pedraza,  had  but  an  insignificant  military  force,  they  succeeded  in 
driving  him  from  the  latter  place,  and  in  momentarily  organizing  there  a  simulated 
form  of  government. 

The  distance  required  to  march  troops  to  Vera  Cruz,  and  the  necessity  of  transport- 
ing them  across  the  Gulf,  consumed  some  time  before  this  government  could  bring  its 
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force  to  be<ar  against  the  luoveracut.  Bnt  it  has  acted  in  this  instance  with  most  com- 
mendable vigor,  and  the  forces  it  sent  were  no  sooner  landed  at  Campeche  than  they 
were  marched  at  once  upon  Merida,  and  at  the  iirst  onset  croshed  the  insurrection  en- 
tirely, killing  in  the  actions  that  occurred  the  principal  leaders  of  the  hopeless  move- 
ment. *  *  •  •  •  # 

Rumored  movements  that  were  to  be  attempted  at  TampiccK  and  at  other  points, 
all  having  a  common  origin  with  the  refngees  congregated  at  Havana,  were  part  of 
the  schemes  which,  by  the  prompt  suppression  of  the  affair  in  Yucatan,  and  the  arrest 
of  the  conspirators  here,  have  now  come  entirely  to  an  end. 

There  remain  pending  two  movements  of  some  magnitude,  which  are  exclusively  of 
domestic  origin,  and  arise  from  local  questions  regarding  the  governorship,  respect- 
ively, of  the  States  of  Sinaloa  and  of  Guerrero. 

The  government,  which  is  acting  with  energy,  and  appears  to  be  actuated  by  the 
fixed  determination  to  use  all  the  military  force  and  all  the  resources  of  the  national 
authority  to  put  an  end  to  these  attempts  to  resort  to  local  revolution  as  a  means  of 
redress  tor  local  grievances,  as  also  to  all  other  attempts  against  the  constitutional 
order,  has  already  commenced  the  movement  of  troops  to'  the  State  of  Sinaloa,  and  is 
preparing  to  send  a  force  to  the  State  of  Guerrero. 

There  is  little  doubt  both  these  movements,  as  well  as  any  others,  should  they  occur, 
will  be  speedily  put  down,  bnt  these  efforts  cost  time  and  money  that  should  be  only 
required  for  the  work  of  reorganization  and  material  development. 

The  people  of  this  country  long  for  peace  and  security.  No  new  political  flag  ran 
now  be  raised  with  any  possible  chance  of  success.  Only  a  few  refractory  leaders  who 
may  have  ranked  with  the  liberals  during  the  recent  struggle,  and  the  reactionary 
plotters  abroad,  remain  as  disturbers  of  the  public  order. 

Within  this  limit  are  the  practical  difficulties  of  administration,  which  are  quite 
sufficient  for  the  attention  of  this  governmenr,  and  in  which  it  needs  the  encourage- 
ment of  all  who  believe  that  in  the  independent  prosperity  of  this  country  lies  the 
highest  good  of  others  as  well  as  of  itself. 

I  have,  Ac,  E.  L.  PLUMB. 


Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seward.  * 

(Foreign  Relations,  1^08,  part  2,  p.  452.) 

Legation  of  the  United  States. 

Citif  of  Mexico,  April  20,  1868. 

Sir:  In  the  rebellious  that  have  taken  place  in  the  State  of  Yucatan,  the  State  of 
Guerrero,  and  the  State  of  Sinaloa,  local  questions  had  been  urged  as  the  only  motives 
for  revolt,  and  the  leaders  in  each  movement  have  protested  that  they  still  respected 
the  existing  federal  government. 

Now,  however,  the  flag  of  another  revolution  has  been  raised  in  this  State,  and  the 
leader  puts  forward  the  name  of  Jesus  Gonzales  0rt4^ga,  formerly  chief  justice  of  the 
supreme  court,  whom  he  claims  is  now  the  legitimate  President  of  the  republic. 

The  nominal  leader  of  this  movement,  General  Negrete,  is  a  man  who  has  belonge<l 
to  all  parties,  and  was  for  a  time,  during  the  intervention,  ministerof  war  of  President 
Juarez.  He  has  as  yet  apparently  only  a  few  hundred  men,  while  his  chief,  Gonzales 
Ortega,  is  held  a  prisoner  by  the  government  at  Monterey. 

With  proper  energy  the  movement  should  iustaiiily  be  suppressed  ;  but  what  danger 
there  is  lies  in  the  met  that  in  the  present  state  of  discontent  all  of  the  disafl'ected  are 
ready  to  rally  under  any  plausible  liagof  revolt,  and  it  is  believed  there  are  those  even 
now  occu])ying  scats  in  Congress  who  would  be  willing  to  support  Ortega  for  the  pur- 
pose of  opposing  President  Juarez  and  his  present  cabinet. 

I  transmit  to  the  department  herewith  translation  of  communications  published  in 
the  Diario  Oficial,  addressed  to  the  ministerof  war,  giving  an  account  of  two  reported 
actions  with  Negrettj's  forces,  and  of  the  proposed  plan  of  this  movement. 
I  have,  &c., 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 


Mr,  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seward. 

(Foreign  Relations,  186^,  part  2,  j).  456.) 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Cily  i>f  MtxicOf  April  24,  18G6. 

Sir  :  As  an  authoritative  statement  of  the  ])re9ent  situation  of  this  country  I  trans- 
mit herewith  translation  of  remarks  made  by  a  government  member  in  the  Mexican 
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Congress,  on  the  22d  inBtant,  in  the  disonssiou  of  a  project  of  law  to  suspend  certain 
constitntional  gnarantees,  and  to  give  certain  powers  to  the  execative,  in  order  to  en- 
able it  to  act  more  effectively  in  the  punishment  of  conspiracies  and  other  offenses 
against  the  public  tranquillity ;  of  a  report  with  reference  to  the  situation  in  the  State 
of  Guerrero,  made  by  the  minister  of  government  to  Congress  on  the  same  day ;  and  of 
a  decree  passed  by  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Tabasco,  conferring  extraordinary 
powers  upon  the  governor  of  that  State,  to  the  end  of  enabling  him  to  maintain  the 
public  order. 

I  have,  &c.,  E.  L.  PLUMB. 


SITUATION  OF  THE  COUNTRY. 

[From  the  Siglo  XIX,  city  of  Mexico,  April  33,  1868.— Trooslstion.] 

CONGRESSIONAL  REPORT— SESSION  OF  THE  22d  OF  APRIL,   1868. 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  government  upon  the  suspension  of  certain  constitu* 
tional  guarantees  being  under  discussion,  Mr.  Joaquin  Baranda,  a  member  of  the 
committee,  said 

No  one  will  deny,  sir,  that  peace  and  internal  tranquillity  are  the  first  necessities  of 
society,  for  without  peace  no  government  is  possible,  without  tranquillity  there  can  be 
no  constitution. 

And  are  we  in  full  pence  1  Has  Mexican  society  completely  recovered  its  normal 
condition  f  Is  the  repifblic  living  tranquilly  under  the  shade  of  its  laurels,  enjoying 
the  advantages  of  its  late  victory  f    Let  us  see. 

There  is  Yucatan,  where  certain  bad  Mexicans,  coming  from  Cuba,  disowned  the 
legitimately  constituted  authorities,  inducing  the  garrison  of  the  capital  to  rebel,  and 
overturning  completely  public  order  in  all  the  State ;  and  order  has  not  yet  been  re-es- 
tablished, if  we  may  judge  by  the  last  measure  taken  by  the  provisional  executive  sus*- 
pending  the  elections. 

There  is  Sinaloa,  where  Mexican  blood  is  being  profusely  shed  in  a  fratricidal  war. 

There  is  Puebla,  where  there  have  been  various  attempts  at  insurrection,  occasioned 
by  the  election  for  governor. 

There  is  Tabasco,  where  in  less  than  three  months  two  revolutions  have  been  disoov^ 
ered  and  hap]>ily  suppressed,  without  counting  the  invasion  of  the  petty  leader  Juan 
Jos^  Juarez,  who,  commissioned  by  the  mysterious  conspirators  of  this  capital,  entered 
the  State  after  having  surprised  the  island  of  Carmen  and  seized  the  money  in  the 
custom-house  and  some  material  of  war. 

There  is  Tamaulipas,  where  the  hydra  of  revolution  threatens  to  raise  its  deformed 
head. 

There  is  Quiroga,  seeking  to  overturn  public  order  in  Nneva  Leon. 

There  is  Negrete,  who  invades  the  State  of  Mexico  with  the  flag  of  rebellion  in  his 
hand.    There  are  the  highways  full  of  kidnappers,  thieves,  and  assassins. 

There  is  the  capital  itself  of  the  nation,  in  whose  bosom  has  been  discovered,  not 
long  since,  a  wicked  plan  which  had  for  its  object  to  assassinate  the  President  and  other 
public  functionaries,  aud  in  whose  principal  streets  are  x>eri>etrated  frequent  and 
abominable  crimes. 

There  is,  finally,  Jesus  Gonzales  Ortega,  who  has  not  yet  lost  the  illusion  of  being  the 
President  of  the  republic,  impeaching  him  who  now  worthily  fills  that  charge,  and 
publishing  his  impeachment  in  various  papers,  an  impeachment  which  is  a  voice  that 
says  to  the  discontented,  rise  in  insurrection,  you  have  still  an  apparent  motive  for 
doing  so. 

Sir,  is  this  peace,  is  this  tranquillity  ?  Evidently,  no.  What  shall  bedone  to  obtain 
that  precious  good  f 

Will  it  be  observing  strictly  the  constitntion  and  respecting  all  the  guarantees  which 
it  authorizes  f  No.  No  one  has  been  punished  in  Yucatan ;  Juan  Jos6  Juarez  has  not 
been,  nor  the  conspirators  in  this  capital. 

A  law  is  necessary,  not  so  severe  in  its  penalties  as  swift  in  its  proceedings,  that  will 
cause  its  action  quickly  to  be  felt  by  the  culpable. 

Society  does  not  punish  for  the  pleasure  of  punishing;  it  punishes  to  restrain,  and 
this  justifiable  end  cannot  be  attained  by  delaying  the  application  of  the  penalty. 

These  ate  the  powerful  reasons,  in  my  judgment,  which  nave  obliged  the  committee 
to  declare  in  force,  for  conspirators  only,  the  law  of  the  25th  of  January,  1862,  suspend- 
ing as  a  previous  and  indispensable  measure  one  of  the  constitutional  guarantees,  that 
of  not  being  tried  by  special  laws  or  tribunals. 

With  respect  to  other  ofitruses,  we  ask  that  they  shall  be  tried  in  conformity  with  the 
laws  of  June,  1861,  and  December,  1856,  as  has  been  provided  in  resolutions  that  Con- 
gress has  taken  on  other  occasions  of  a  similar  nature. 

3  A 


34  APPENDIX    A. 

We  bavo  defended  amnesty  and  pardon  for  past  offenses ;  but  witbout  doing  violence 
to  onr  conscience  we  cannot  counsel  impunity  for  crimes  that  are  committed  to-day, 
and  that  encourage  Jnrtber  crimes  in  the  future. 

We  have  believed,  and  still  believe,  that  the  French  intervention  and  the  farce  of 
the  empire  were  to  be  the  final  admonition  to  our  political  enemies,  and  that  overcome, 
and  overcome  absolutely  on  every  field,  they  would  now  merit  rather  the  clemency  of 
a  pardon  than  the  rigor  of  punishment. 

Since  the  independence,  our  unfortunate  country  has  traced  a  tortuous  and  bloody 
loftd. 

What  is  the  cause  of  the  present  state  of  our  agriculture,  our  commerce,  and  our 
industry  T  Revolution.  What  is  the  reason  our  country  is  so  unfortunate  when  it 
•bonld  be  so  happy  ?  Revolution.  What  is  the  pretext  of  which  our  enemies  at  home 
have  availed  to  beg  foreign  intervention  f  Revolution.  What  is  the  apparent  motive 
vpcMi  which  foreign  nations  have  pretended  to  intervene  in  our  political  questions  and 
to- subjugate  us  f    Revolution.    Always  revolution. 

And  now,  when  we  have  so  happily  terminated  our  second  war  of  independence,  can 
ive  not  free  ourselves  from  this  terrible  situation,  that  causes  us  to  appear  before  the 
world  as  a  country  incapable  of  proverning  itself? 

Sir,  can  we  not  have  peace  f    Peace,  the  aspiration  of  all  peoples  and  of  all  men ! 

In  one  of  the  papers  of  this  city  an  article  is  published  to-day  which  refers  to  the 
report  we  are  discussing,  and  says:  *' Those  only  can  think  with  liberty  who  have  a 
qpecial  privilege.    Awake,  Democrats;  this  law  recalls  Santa  Anna.'' 

This  is  a  gross  imposture,  for  in  article  6  of  onr  project  of  law,  it  is  clearly  stated, 
*'  offenses  of  the  press  are  not  included  in  this  law.''  All  Mexicans,  therefore,  can  freely 
think  and  write  what  they  think,  and  print  it  and  circulat-e  it  everywhere,  without  fear 
»f  being  included  in  the  law  of  the  25tn  of  January.  '^ 

So  far  as  jurisdiction,  we  have  referred  to  constitutional  jurisdiction ;  and  it  excites 
surprise  that  a  blind  constitutionalist,  so  to  speak,  believes  that  what  is  conceded  by 
the  constitution  of  1857  can  recall  the  abominable  dictatorship  of  Santa  Anna. 

We  did  not  expect  to  be  accused  of  lack  of  constitutionalism  in  counseling  repres- 
sive measures  against  conspirators,  kidnappers,  thieves,  and  assassins. 

We  love  the  constitution  ;  it  is  the  glass  in  which  we  see  ourselves,  for  it  is  the  will 
of  the  people,  written  by  the  hand  of  their  representatives ;  but  we  do  not  profess  that 
Pharisaical  constitutionalism  which  some  parade.  We  do  not  wish  the  constitution  to 
be  an  arm  of  party ;  we  do  not  wish  it  to  be  a  mantle  with  which  criminals  are  to  be 
•overed.  We  desire  that  it  shall  be  preserved  pure  and  without  spot,  as  the  sacred 
oharter  of  the  rights  of  the  people. 

We  beg  that  the  chamber,  without  fear  of  being  wanting  to  its  principles,  or  of 
violating  its  convictions,  will  be  pleased  to  vote  the  project  of  law  that  we  have  dis- 
cussed, because,  voting  the  law,  they  will  vote  the  punishment  of  the  disturbers  of 
public  order ;  and  with  this  peace,  which  is  what  the  republic  most  requires  to  assure 
its  triumphs,  will  develop  its  elements  of  greatness,  and  it  will  be  completely  free  and 
kappy. 


Mr,  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seward. 

(Foreign  Relations,  1868,  part  2,  p.  4G5.) 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

City  of  MexicOf  May  23, 1868. 

Sir:  It  will  be  with  unfeigned  regret,  I  well  know,  that  the  government  and  people 
of  the  Uuited  States  will  learn  that  the  era  of  pronunciamientos  is  apparently  again 
fetuming  to  this  country. 

As  I  have  said  before,  no  political  movement  to  erect  any  other  in  the  place  of  the 
eonstitutional  government  is  now  possible.  That  government  is  to  be  maintained,  or 
Bone  can  be. 

So,  all  movements  to  take  up  arms  now  are  simply  attacks  upon  public  order  and 
upon  property.  Yet  such  movements  have  commenced,  and  there  are  armed  forces  in 
resistance  to  the  government  in  various  parts  of  the  republic. 

The  latest  of  these  movements  are  pronunciamientos  that  have  taken  place,  first,  in 
the  mountain  range  that  separates  this  valley  from  that  of  Cuernevaca.  under  the 
leadership  of  Aureliano  Rivera ;  and  secondly,  in  the  mountainous  district  in  the  State 
of  Que.retaro,  known  as  the  Sierra  Gorda,  which  was  for  many  years  the  impregnable 
retreat  of  the  Indian  general,  Mejia,  who  was  shot  with  Maximilian. 

This  movement  is  under  the  nominal  leadership  of  a  Colonel  Velasquez,  who  it  is  stated 
was  formerly  an  adjutant  of  General  Mejia. 

The  mountain  range  of  Ajusco,  within  sight  of  this  city,  where  Aureliano  Rivera  has 
pronounced,  was  his  former  refuge  when  serving,  as  he  did  effectively  as  a  partisan 
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leader,  in  the  liberal  cause  acaiDst  Miramon,  aod  afterwards  agaiost  the  French ;  and 
the  latter  alone  have  been  able  to  dislodge  him  from  it. 

Neither  of  these  moyements  embraces  more  than  a  few  hundred  men,  and  this  number 
is  perhaps  likely  rather  to  be  diminished  than  increased ;  but,  like  the  roving  bands 
of  kidnappers  now  infesting  the  country,  they  may  be  sufficient  to  remain  as  festering 
sores. 

While  such  movements  can  neither  overthrow  the  government  nor  build  up  another, 
they  are  capable  of  much  mischief,  and  their  greatest  danger  is  in  the  aid  they  render 
to  a  general  process  of  disorganization. 

But  the  feature  of  the  pronunciamiento  of  Aureliano  Rivera  that  bears  chief  import- 
ance is  the  presence,  attached  to  his  manifesto,  of  a  number  of  names,  some  of  them  of 
persons  of  prominence  and  influence,  who  are  known  to  be  disafiected  to  the  gov- 
ernment of  President  Juarez,  but  who  as  yet  have  taken  no  active  or  open  part,  and 
regarding  whom  it  is  uncertain  whether  they  are  really  committed  or  not. 

Three  of  the  persons  whose  names  were  so  attached  have  published  denials  that  they 
had  authorized  such  use  of  their  names ;  but  up  to  the  present  time  that  is  the  totiU 
number  of  denials  that  has  appeared. 

It  is  also  asserted,  but  denied  by  him  from  his  prison  at  Monterey,  that  this  movement, 
as  well  as  that  previously  made  by  Negrete,  has  the  sanction  and  is  in  the  interest  of 
General  Gonzalez  Ortega. 

Whether  the  names  attached  to  the  proclamation  of  Rivera  have  been  used  with  au- 
thority or  not,  there  is  a  probability  that  if  the  States  become  generally  disaffected — 
and  there  is  great  opposition  to  several  of  the  governors,  who  it  is  claimed  are  too  much 
under  federal  influence — some  of  the  generals  mentioned  may  take  an  active  and  in- 
fluential part  against  the  government. 

All  of  these  facts  leave  an  anxious  feeling  in  the  public  mind. 

It  is  undeniable  that  there  is  a  great  deal  of  discontent  throughout  the  country, 
and  that  the  state  of  insecurity  and  of  commercial  and  industrial  prostration  has 
reached  a  degree  that  detracts  very  greatly  from  the  influence  and  prestige  oi  the 
general  government,  and  that  if  continued  may  produce  serious  results. 

^11  the  disaffected,  also,  act  against  a  common  opponent.  If  some  relief  had  been 
given  to  the  material  interests  of  the  country,  the  present  situation  might  have  been 
different. 

Inclosed  herewith  I  transmit  to  the  department  full  translations  of  the  proclamation, 
&c.,  herein  referred  to,  among  which  I  beg  to  call  attention  to  certain  expressions  in 
that  issued  in  the  State  of  Queretaro. 

I  have,  &c.,  E.  L.  PLUMB. 


PLAN  PROCLAIMED  BY  THE  INSURGENTS  OF  THE  STATE  OF  QUERETARO. 

[From  the  Siglo  XIX,  oily  of  Mexico,  May  22,  1S68.— TraoBlation.] 

At  the  town  of  Jalpan,  in  the  Sierra  Gorda,  this  8th  day  of  the  month  of  May,  1868, 
the  chiefs  and  officers  who  are  undersigned,  being  met  for  the  purpose  of  concerting  a 
plan  which  shall  put  an  end  to  a  system  commenced  with  scaffolds  erected  for  heroes, 
after  having  taken  into  consideration  the  iniquitous  cruelty  with  which  Don  Benito 
Juarez  and  the  leaders  of  his  party  have  forced  themselves  into  power;  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  authority  they  exercise,  founded  in  laws  such  as  that  of  the  25th  of  Jan- 
uary, which  has  resuscitated,  in  the  midst  of  the  nineteenth  century,  the  age  of  bar- 
barity and  of  the  most  infamous  feudalism  ;  that  in  the  name  of  that  same  law  has 
sacrificed  noble  victims,  who,  in  place  of  a  scaffold,  merited  an  altar  raised  to  their 
civic  virtues  and  to  their  heroism  ;  that  among  those  victims  vilely  immolated  is  found 
his  excellency  General  Thomas  Mejia,  who  has  gloriously  associated  his  name  with  this 
Sierra ;  censideriug  that  a  government  such  as  the  present,  which,  on  being  conquered 
and  in  defeat,  songb^,  as  in  the  year  1859,  a  refuge  and  aid  in  the  folds  of  the  North 
American  flag,  offers  no  guarantees  for  the  future,  but,  on  the  contrary,  threatens  the 
sacrifice,  in  a  scandalous  manner,  of  our  territory  and  our  nationality  for  the  benefit 
of  our  common  eueniies,  the  Anglo-Saxons ;  that  before  a  day  so  unfortunate  for  our 
country  shall  arrive,  it  is  necessary  to  intrust  its  interests  to  the  worthy  hands  that 
will  save  it,  as  on  another  unfortunate  occasion :  after  having  taken  all  this  into 
consideration,  we  have  agreed,  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  upon  the  following  plan  : 

Article  1.  The  sanguinary  government  of  Don  Benito  Juarez  is  disowned,  as  well 
as  all  the  authorities,  general  or  local,  emanating  from  the  late  elections  held  under 
the  convocatoria  of  the  14th  of  August  last. 

Art.  2.  The  system  which  shall  rule  in  the  nation  shall  be  the  republican,  and  its 
chief  shall  be  the  well-deserving  of  his  country,  his  excellency  the  general  of  division 
Don  Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna. 

Art.  3.  Col.  Jos^  Velasquez  is  hereby  recognized  as  the  chief  of  the  forces  of  the 
Sierra  Gorda. 
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Art.  4.  Copies  of  the  present  act  shall  he  remitted  where  it  shall  correspond. 
Viva  his  excellency  Don  Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna !    Viva  the  people  and  the 
army! 


Mr,  Plumb  to  Mr,  Seicard, 

(Foreign  Relations,  1868,  part  2,  p.  472.) 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

City  of  Mexico,  May  25,  1868. 

Sir:  In  dispatch  No.  119,  of  the  24th  ultimo,  I  referred  to  the  discussion  in  the 
Mexican  congress  of  a  project  of  law  to  suspend  certain  guarantees  of  the  constiia- 
tion,  and  to  give  to  the  executive  certain  powers  to  enable  it  more  effectually  to  sup- 
press conspiracies  and  punish  offenses  against  the  public  tranquillity;  and  I  trans- 
mitted to  the  department  translation  of  a  speech  made  by  one  of  the  goyernment 
members  upon  that  subject. 

This  discussion  was  originated  by  the  presentation  to  congress,  on  the  2l8t  of  Jan- 
uary last,  of  an  initiative  of  the  government,  recommending  the  adoption  now,  on 
account  of  the  situation  of  the  country,  of  articles  4  to  11  and  27  to  31,  inclusive,  of 
the  law  of  the  25th  of  January,  1862,  which  is  the  law  under  which  Maximilian  was 
executed,  and  which  has  been  characterized  by  Mr.  Montes,  in  a  very  able  speech  in 
the  Mexican  congress  on  the  8th  of  February  last,  on  amnesty,  as  a  law  which  to  all 
offenses  imposes  the  penalty  of  death. 

The  introduction  of  such  an  initiative,  at  a  time  when  the  reactionary  party,  finally 
defeated  in  1860,  having  sunk  yet  lower  by  appealing  to  that  last  resort  of  defeated 
faction,  foreign  intervention,  has  now  no  longer  any  existence  in  the  country,  and 
when  tnat  foreign  intervention  has  entirely  passed  away,  and  by  the  triumph  so  lately 
achieved  the  whole  republic  was  placed  unreservedly  in  the  hands  of  the  constitutional 
government,  hss  startled  public  sentiment  and  occasioned  a  prolonged  and  heated 
discussion,  not  only  in  Congress  but  also  in  the  public  press,  for  it  is  felt  that  such  a 
measure  now  can  be  necessary  only  as  against  the  liberals  themselves,  by  one  portion 
of  that  party  against  another,  and  that  it  is  the  strongest  evidence  that  permanent 
tranquillity  is  yet  of  doubtful  realization. 

While  the  debate  has  continued,  the  situation,  which  in  January  led  the  govern- 
ment to  ask  for  these  additional  powers,  has  become  worse ;  but  the  opposition  to  the 
measure  has  been  so  strong  that,  after  the  initiative  of  the  executive  had  been  several 
times  modified,  and  the  death  penalty  stricken  out,  an  entirely  new  law  was  finally 
framed,  much  more  moderate,  yet  still  unpopular,  which  passed  Congress  on  the  6th 
instant,  and  of  which  I  transmit  translation  herewith. 

In  dispatch  No.  119  I  also  mentioned  the  granting  of  extraordinary  powers  by  the 
legislature  of  the  State  of  Tabasco  to  the  governor  of  that  State. 

Since  that  time  similar  powers  have  .been  conferred  upon  their  governors  by  the 
legislatures  of  the  States  of  Puebla  and  Queretaro,  and  now  the  faculties  contained 
in  the  present  law  have  been  conferred  upon  the  general  government  by  the  Congress 
of  the  Union,  all  because  it  is  urged  that  tranquillity  cannot  be  maintained  under  the 
normal  action  of  the  State  and  federal  authorities. 

This  is  in  addition  to  special  measures  touching  the  rebellions  which  have  occurred, 
and  have  been  suppressed,  in  the  States  of  Yucatan  and  Sinaloa,  and  that  which  can- 
not correctly  be  said  yet  to  have  terminated  in  the  State  of  Guerrero. 

It  is  scarcely  ten  months  since  the  constitutional  government  re-entered  this  capital, 
and  without  an  elem«-nt  of  resistance  left  against  it,  and  with  greater  sources  of  pres- 
tige and  strength  than  ever  before,  had  the  destinies  of  the  republic  entirely  in  its 
hands,  and  there  was  apparently  no  reason  why  permanent  peace,  order,  and  security 
should  not  be  attained. 

1  have,  &o.,  E.  L.  PLUMB. 


Mr,  Plumb  to  Mr,  Seicard, 

(Foreign  Relations,  1868,  part  2,  p.  577.) 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

aty  of  Mexico,  September  10,  1868. 

Sir  :  The  efforts  of  this  government  to  put  an  end  to  the  insurrections  that  have 
occurred  in  various  parts  of  the  republic  since  the  outbreak  in  Yucatan  in  December 
last,  appear  to  have  been  signally  successful. 

Near  the  close  of  last  month  the  forces  under  Qeneral  Alatorre  effected  the  complete 
suppression  of  the  rebellion  in  the  sierra  of  the  State  of  Puebla,  with  which  General 
Negrete  and  the  remnant  of  his  followers  had  united. 
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A  short  time  before,  the  forces  nnd^^he  orders  of  General  Escobedo  pnt  an  end  to 
the  revolt  in  the  sierra  of  the  State  oM^neretaro. 

Aoreliano  Rivera,  who  pronounced  in  the  sierra  of  Ajnsco,  in  this  State,  has  not 
been  heard  of  since  the  first  few  weeks  of  his  movement  when  forces  were  sent  against 
him,  and  appears  to  have  altogether  disappeared. 

Recent  nsiogs  in  the  State  of  Vera  Crnz  have  also  qnickly  been  suppressed. 

The  differences  in  the  State  of  Gaerrero  appear  finally  to  have  been  adjusted,  and  a 
general  election  has  now  been  called  in  that  State. 

The  insurrection  in  the  State  of  Siualoa,  under  Martines,  was  qnickly  put  down  by 
the  federal  forces  under  General  Corona ;  and  thus,  so  far,  in  every  instance,  success 
has  attended  the  arms  and  the  measures  of  the  government,  until  it  may  now  be  stated 
that  at  no  period  since  the  accession  of  President  Juarez  to  the  chief  magistracy,  in 
February,  1856,  has  the  whole  country  been  nnder  such  entire  acquiescence  in  the  rule 
of  the  constitutional  government,  and  the  measures  of  reform  put  in  practice  by  the 
^constitutional  party,  as  it  is  to-day. 

The  military  forces  and  the  civil  employes  of  the  federal  government  are  now  reg- 
ularly and  promptly  paid. 

This  may  be  one  of  the  important  causes  of  the  improved  state  of  affairs;  but  I 
think  it  must  also  be  acknowledged  that  the  people  generally  throughout  the  republic 
are  showing  a  greater  unwillingness  to  look  quietly  upon,  or  to  permit  a  resort  to  un- 
authorized armed  movements  as  a  means  of  redress  for  local  or  federal  grievances,  and 
4»re  more  clearly  seeing  that  there  are  sufficient  and  surer  remedies  by  peaceful  means 
through  the  press,  the  tribune,  and  the  ballot. 

It  is  too  early  yet  safely  to  assert  that  the  round  of  prouunciamientos  may  not  agaip 
be  recommenced,  or  that  legislative  differences  may  not  occur  to  mar  the  present  fa- 
vorable prospects ;  but  it  must  be  admitted  that  there  are  hopeful  signs  that  a  greater 
degree  of  tranquillity  will  be  maintained  hereafter. 

The  condition  of  general  insecurity  for  life  and  property  throughout  the  country  con- 
tinues to  be  most  undesirable,  but  the  government  manifests  a  determination  to  now 
turn  its  attention  to  that  necessity,  as  its  most  important  work. 

President  Juarez  has  expressed  to  me  his  personal  assurances  nnder  this  head,  and 
unquestionably  feels  the  most  earnest  desire  to  accomplish  what  is  so  vitally  de- 
manded in  this  regard. 

His  confidence  in  the  future  of  his  country  appears  not  only  to  be  unabated  but 
strengthened ;  and  he  sees  perhaps  more  clearly  than  many  how  important  an  element 
time  is  in  the  difficult  task  of  giving  to  Mexico,  under  all  the  disadvantages  the  past 
has  left  as  its  legacy,  a  durable  peace,  order,  and  progress. 

There  appears  to  be  also  on  the  part  of  the  government,  and  of  their  public  men 
generally,  an  increasing  appreciation  of  the  necessity  of  giving  an  impulse  to  the  ma- 
terial interests  of  the  country. 

Should  the  coming  session  of  their  Congress  meet  the  public  expectation  and  the 
promises  of  its  leading  members,  and  the  government  use  the  initiative  it  can  in  this 
regard,  a  great  improvement  in  the  state  of  affairs  here  cannot  but  take  place. 

In  this  point  of  view  the  proximate  session  is  looked  upon  as  of  critical  importance. 
Employment,  to  keep  the  people  from  the  necessity  of  crime  and  revolt,  is  a  vital  re- 
quirement of  their  present  situation. 

A  useful  document,  which  is  at  the  same  time  an  encouraging  ^^n,  has  recently  ap- 

E eared  in  the  shape  of  a  manifesto  from  General  Gonzalez  Ortega,  issued  shortly  after 
is  recent  unconditional  release  from  confinement. 
In  this  paper  he  relinquishes  any  claim  he  may  have  been  supposed  to  have  to  the 
executive  office  or  to  the  presidency  oPthe  supreme  court,  and  admits  the  necessity  as 
well  as  propriety  of  accepting  the  existing  order.. 

His  constitutional  term  as  vice-president  expired  on  the  3Ist  of  May  last,  and  that 
•office  is  now  filled  by  Mr.  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  but  the  manifesto  of  General  Ortega  is 
useful  as  showing  the  convictions  and  expressing  the  advice  of  one  who  was  the  only 
claimant  of  the  position  President  Juarez  occupies. 
I  beg  to  inclose  a  translation  of  this  document  herewith. 

I  have,  &c.,  E.  L.'PLUMB. 


Mr,  Nelson  to  Air.  Fish, 

(Foreign  Relations,  1872,  p.  339.) 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  October  9,  1871. 

Sir:  At  the  date  of  my  last  general  dispatch,  on  the  30th  ultimo,  the  only  well- 
autheuticated  revolutionary  movement  known  to  me  was  that  of  Generals  Marquez  and 
Farra,  in  Sinaloa,  which  I  predicted  would  be  readily  suppressed,  unless  seconded  else- 
where. The  principal  force  of  these  generals  was,  in  fact,  routed  on  the  2l8t  ultimo, 
near  Coliacan,  but  before  the  news  reached  this  city  other  more  formidable  outbreaks 
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had  nearly  caused  that  movemeot  to  be  forgotte^  Daring  the  last  days  of  September, 
General  Geronimo  TreviOo,  governor  of  Nuevo  Hon,  who  was  one  of  the  most  distin- 
guished chieftains  of  the  war  against  the  empire^  and  who  has  hitherto  been  regarded 
as  a  firm  snpporter  of  the  existing  government,  pronounced  against  President  Juarez^ 
in  his  capital,  Monterey,  previously  cutting  off  telegraphic  communication  with  Mex- 
ico, so  as  to  gain  as  many  days  as  possible  in  preparations  for  the  conflict.  News  of  the 
fact,  however,  reached  this  city  almost  immediately,  by  way  of  Saltiilo,  against  which 
city  TreviOo  marched  very  shortly. 

We  are  still  in  ignorance  of  the  antecedents  and  details  of  this  insurrection,  although 
there  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  insurgents  have  proclaimed  Porfirio  Diaz  as  Presi- 
dent, and  it  is  highly  i)robable  that  the  step  was  taken  in  pursuance  of  an  understand- 
ing with  General  Diaz,  and  with  his  partizans  in  other  States,  where  the  revolt  has 
been  or  will  be  seconded.  Before  the  pronunciamiento  of  Trevifio,  General  Pe<lro  Mar- 
tinez, one  of  the  leaders  of  the  abortive  insurrection  of  last  year,  had  been  gathering 
partisans  on  the  frontier  of  San  Luis  and  Nuevo  Leon,  and  had  also  pronounced  for 
Diaz  at  Galeana,  in  the  latter  State.  He  has  since  invaded  Coahui la,  probably  in  com- 
bination with  Trevino,  and  both  forces  were,  at  latest  advices,  threatening  from  differ- 
ent directions  the  capital  of  that  State.         *  *  #  «  #  # 

On  Sunday,  the  1st  instant,  at  about  3  p.  m.,  a  formidable  insurrection  broke  out  in 
this  city,  which,  were  it  not  for  the  unexampled  energy  with  which  it  was  overcome 
the  same  night,  would  speedily  have  produced  incalculable  evils.  The  secret  history 
of  the  movejnent  is  still  unknown,  but  it  is  universally  believed  that  Its  real  head  was 
the  well-known  revolutionist,  General  Miguel  Negrete.  The  movement  commenced  by 
tl{e  defection  of  a  part  of  a  battalion  of  gens  d^armesj  which,  after  assassinating  its 
colonel,  took  possession  of  the  citadel,  a  vast  fortress  containing  the  ])rincipal  govern- 
ment deposits  of  ammunition  and  war-mat<erial.  It  was  occupied  at  the  time  by  a 
handful  of  artillerymen,  who,  having  declined  to  take  part  in  the  revolt,  were  shut  up 
in  the  magazine  during  the  ensuing  battle. 

At  4  p.  m.  the  government  had  taken  its  first  measures,  appointing  General  Sostenes 
Rocha  to  command  the  attack,  and  placing  its  forces  so  as  to  surround  the  citadel. 
About  the  same  time  the  insurgents  had  taken  the  Belen  prison,  near  the  citadel,  and 
had  added  eight  hundred  convicts  to  their  forces. 

The  attack  was  made  at  11  o'clock  the  same  night,  after  an  incessant  fire  of  two  or 
three  hours;  the  artillery  of  the  citadel  causing  fearful  ravages,  while  the  federal 
forces  feared  to  use  that  arm,  lest  they  should  blow  up  the  powder-magazine,  and 
thereby  inevitably  destroy  much  of  the  city.  The  battle  was  bloody,  to  a  degree 
almost  unexampled  in  the  annals  of  Mexican  revolutions,  but  the  citadel  was  taken  at 
the  point  of  the  bayonet  at  the  stroke  of  midnight,  and  the  pealing  bells  immediately 
made  known  to  the  terrified  city  its  escape  from  the  threatened  ravages  of  the  despera- 
does. Current  rumors  affirm  that  large  numbers  of  the  prisoners  were  summarily 
executed  after  the  victory,  but  the  official  report  of  General  Rocha,  of  which  I  inclose 
a  copy  and  translation,  referring  to  it  for  further  particulars,  only  admits  the  execution 
of  four  officers,  which  ne  represents  to  have  been  imperatively  necessary.  Moreover, 
most  of  the  officers  at  first  reported  to  have  been  shot  are  now  known  to  be  alive. 

The  principal  chiefs  of  the  insurrection,  who  are  supposed  to  have  been  Generals 
Negrete,  Toledo,  Cosio  Pontones,  and  Chavarria,  with  Col.  Edmund  Mayer,  escaped 
before  the  final  assault,  and  took  refuge  in  the  mountains  surrounding  this  valley. 
Some  of  them,  however,  are  believed  to  be  now  secreted  in  this  city,  awaiting  a  favor- 
able moment  for  another  outbreak. 

General  Aureliano  Rivera,  at  the  moment  of  the  insurrection  at  the  citadel,  appeared 
at  the  suburb  called  Tacuba  with  a  few  followers,  and  induced  the  force  stationed  there 
to  Join  the  revolt.  The  governor  of  the  federal  district,  Colonel  Castro,  went  in  bis 
pursuit  and  was  killed  in  the  encounter.        .     *  *  *  *  * 

On  the  day  preceding  this  revolt  three  of  the  newspaper  organs  of  the  Diaz  party 
disappeared,  and  the  only  remaining  one,  the  Ferro-Carril,  published  a  long  editorial 
upon  the  situation  of  the  country,  which  was  justly  regarded  as  an  appeal  to  the  labor- 
ing classes  against  the  rich.  The  symptoms  of  a  socialist  revolt  are  rife  in  Mexico,  and 
the  contest  now  beginning  will  undoubtedly  be  affected  to  some  degree  by  this  element 
of  discord.  During  the  past  week  it  has  become  known  that  a  noted  Indian  chieftain, 
named  Juan  Francisco,  has  pronounced  in  the  sierra  or  mountainous  districts  to  the 
north  of  Puebla.  It  is  also  known  that  Mr.  Justo  Benitez,  the  confidential  adviser  of 
General  Diaz,  has  disappeared  from  this  city,  and  has  arrived  at  Oaxaca,  where  that 

general  resides.  It  is  considered  certain,  by  leading  members  of  the  government,  that 
^iaz  will  shortly  pronounce,  if,  indeed,  he  has  not  done  so  already,  a  supposition  which 
the  sudden  interruption  of  telegraphic  communication  with  Oaxaca  three  days  since 
l^oes  far  to  confirm ;  as  also  the  departure  from  this  city  of  General  Alatorre,  command- 
ing the  second  division,  with  headquarters  at  Orizaba.  Fears  are  entertained  that  the 
rebellion  of  Diaz  will  be  seconded  in  Vera  Cruz,  which  State  gave  him  a  large  majority 
in  the  late  Presidential  election.  *##••• 

I  am,  &c.,  THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 
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Afr.  Ndoon  to  Mr.  Msh. 

(Foreign  Relations,  1872,  p.  340.) 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexicoy  October  30,  187L 

SiK :  The  choice  of  President  by  Congress  between  Messrs.  Jnarez  and  Diaz  took 
place  on  the  12th  instant.  The  supporters  of  the  latter  and  of  Mr.  Lerdo  having  generally 
deolined  to  vote,  the  resnlt  stood — Juarez,  108;  Diaz,  3;  blank,  5. 

On  the  following  and  successive  days  President  Juarez  has  received  the  telegraphic 
congratulations  of  the  governors  of  most  of  the  States,  including  those  of  several  States 
which  voted  strongly  against  him. 

The  revolution  initiated  by  Governor  Treviilo,  of  Nuevo  Leon,  has  been  but  feebly 
seconded  outside  that  State.  General  Borrego,  in  Dnrango,  Garcia  de  la  Cadena,  on 
the  border  of  San  Luis,  and  several  districts  of  Coahuila,  nave  hitherto  furnished  the 
only  contingents  to  the  movements.  The pronunciamiento  of  Gomez  Portugal,  in  Aguas 
Calientes,  and  the  now  extinguished  insurrection  in  Sinaloa,  were  simply  directed 
against  the  local  governments  of  those  States. 

I  inclose  a  copy  and  translation  of  a  decree  of  General  Trevifio,  dated  the  1st  instant, 
disowning  the  government  of  Juarez,  and  declaring  himself  temporary  dictator  of 
Nuevo  Leon ;  also  a  copy  and  translation  of  a  proclamation  of  the  same  date  repealing 
the  customs  code,  and  allowing  the  entry  of  foreign  goods  on  the  payment  of  nominal 
duties.  Trevifio  has  made  two  unsuccessful  assaults  upon  Saltillo,  the  capital  6t 
Coahuila.  Re-en forceu.ents  have  been  sent  to  that  city,  and  the  governor  professes  his 
ability  to  hold  out. 

No  definite  insurrection  is  yet  known  to  have  occurred  in  Oaxaca,  but  it  is  confi- 
dently looked  for  at  an  early  day.  Latest  advices  from  that  State  represented  that  the 
two  Generals  Diaz  were  hastily  fortifying  and  provisioning  the  city  of  Oaxaca. 

The  only  party  of  rebels  in  this  vicinitj^  hcade<l  by  Sotero  Lozano,  was  completely 
dispersed  last  week. 
I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON, 


dkchee  of  geneual  thevi^o. 

[TranslatioD] 

Gerouimo  Trevino,  constitutional  governor  of  the  State  of  Nnovb  Leon,  and  general-* 
in-chief  of  the  army  of  the  north,  to  the  inhabitants  thereof. 

Kuow  ye,  that  the  continuance  of  Don  Benito  Jnarez  in  power  being  incompatible 
with  the  national  liberty  ;  and  considering 

That  this  State  would  suffer  immense  damage  if  it  should  continue  longer  to  yield 
obedience  to  his  despotic  and  capricious  administration ; 

That  in  this  State  the  congress  has  closed  its  sessions,  and  the  executive  needs  to  act 
with  the  greatest  activity  and  energy  in  order  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  new  situ- 
ation created  in  it ;  and,  finally, 

That  in  order  to  prevent  anarchy  and  to  assure  the  success  of  the  movement  com- 
menced in  Nuevo  Leon,  and  which  is  being  efiected  throughout  the  republic,  it  is  nec- 
essary to  recognize  a  sole  leader  to  direct  and  head  it,  and  who  by  his  character  and 
antecedents  may  be  recognized  by  all  without  opposition,  I  have  thought  proper  to 
decree  as  follows : 

Article  I.  The  actual  administration  of  the  citizen  Benito  Jnarez  io  hereby  dis- 
owned. 

Article  II.  The  State  reassumes  its  sovereignty  until  the  triumph  and  entire  ro- 
establishment  of  order. 

Article  III.  The  executive  power  of  the  State  reassumes  the  exercise  of  the  other 
supreme  powers,  so  far  as  he  may  judge  necessary  for  his  freedom  of  action. 

Article  IV.  The  citizen  General  Porfirio  Diaz  is  recognized  as  general-in-chief  of 
the  republican  army  for  the  maintenance  of  the  constitution  and  the  laws. 

Therefore,  I  order  the  above  decree  to  be  printed,  published,  circulated,  and  duiy 
obeyed. 

Monterey,  October  1, 1871.  ' 

GERONIMO  TREVI5:0. 

Alonso  Alra,  Chief  Clerk, 
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Mr,  Xef$on  to  Mr,  FUh, 

(Foreign  Relations,  1872,  p.  351.) 

Legation  of  thk  United  States, 

MexioOf  Novrmher  9,  1871. 

Sir:  Since  the  date  or  my  last  general  uispatch  of  the  30th  ultimo,  the  political  sit- 
uation of  Mexico  has  assumed  a  more  serions  aspect.  The  movement  of  General 
Treyifio  against  Saltillo  has  noi  yet  beou  suocessfnl,  lyid  he  is  said  to  have  snfifered  a 
defeat  on  the  1st  instant  at  Ramos  Arizpe.  Nevertheless,  information  is  received  almost 
daily  of  new  insurrections  in  dififerent  parts  of  the  country,  among  which  may  be 
mentioned  those  of  General  Gnerra  and  Colonels  Ugarte  and  Barrios,  in  the  State  of 
Zacatecas;  of  Juan  Francisco  Lucas,  in  the  north  of  Pnebla ;  of  Colonel  Llanos,  in  the 
vicinity  of  Cnemevaca^  and,  more  recently,  the  defection  of  General  Gal  van  with  the 
cavalry  of  the  second  division,  who  has  marched  to  Oaxaca.  General  Porfirio  Diaz  has 
not  yet  placed  himself  openly  at  the  head  of  the  revolution,  to  which  post  he  is  sum- 
moned by  all  the  minor  chieftains  now  in  the  field  ;  but,  as  the  State  government  of 
Oaxaoa  has  refused  to  recognize  the  election  of  President  Juarez,  has  fortified  that 
capital,  and  has  caused  its  ofiicial  organ  to  express  approval  of  ihe  movement  of  Trevifio, 
it  IS  no  longer  doubtful  that  Oaxaca  is  virtually  in  rebellion,  and  probably  only  awaits 
the  conclusion  of  Mr.  Juarez's  present  term  of  office  on  the  last  day  of  the  present 
month  to  announce  its  formal  declaration  of  war. 

Meanwhile  the  federal  government  is  making  energetic  preparations  f>r  an  antici- 
pated campaign  against  Oaxaca,  but  seems  to  be  reluctant  to  take  the  initiative.  The 
forces  of  the  seoood  division,  under  General  Alatorre,  have  been  concentrated  at 
Tecamacbalco,  in  observation  of  the  principal  military  route  leading  to  Oaxaca. 
Unfortunately  several  battalions  of  this  division  are  chiefly  composed  of  natives  of 
that  State,  and  as  their  officers  owe  their  rank  and  military  training  to  General  Porfirio 
Diaz,  there  is  reason  to  fear  that  the  defection  of  General  Galvan  will  be  followed  by 
that  of  other  portions  of  the  second  division.  Indeed,  it  is  stateu  that  a  portion  of  the 
command  of  General  Kaempfner  has  already  gone  over  to  the  rebellion. 

I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


Mr.  ydson  to  Mr,  Fish. 

(Foreign  Relations,  1872,  p.  355.) 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico  J  November  28, 1871. 

SiK :  1  iKirewitb  transmit  a  translation  of  a  proclamation  by  General  Porfirio  Diaz, 
dated  at  Huajuapam,  November  19;  also  of  a  proclamation  signed  by  the  insurgent 
General  Negrete,  dated  at  Altamaja,  November  20 ;  and  two  proclamations  of  the  fed- 
eral General  Alatorre,  dated  from  his  headquarters  at  Acatlan,  November  23, 
Iani,<&c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


proclamation  of  general  DIAZ. 
I  Translation.  ] 
General  Porfirio  Diaz  to  the  republican  troops. 

Companions  in  Arms:  When, filled  with  the  noble  pride  of  patriotism,  we  divided 
together  the  adversities  and  glories  of  the  colossal  task  to  turn  out  from  our  soil  the 
audacious  French  and  Austrian  armies,  in  order  to  guarantee  definitely  the  independ- 
ence and  liberty  of  our  adored  soil,  we  never  suspected  that  we  should  soon  have  to 
see  our  brothers  face  to  face  as  enemies.  But  a  disloyal  government,  despotic  and  par- 
ricidal, and  to  which  the  country  did  not  owe  the  triumph  of  its  holy  cause,  has  cun- 
ningly deposited  in  your  noble  hearts  the  germs  of  division,  in  order  to  make  the  great 
and  generous  liberal  party  the  laughing-stock  of  the  nations  that  observe  us,  in  order 
to  perpetuate  in  power  those  who  disregard  the  law  and  the  universal  voice  of  the 
nation.  Shall  this  venomous  plant  germinate  in  your  pure  hearts,  palpitating  with 
glory,  and  even  now  agitated  by  the  vivifying  son  of  the  5th  of  May?  Answer 
your  sincere  friend,  your  brother.  Why  are  you  going  to  fight  against  my  men  f  Why 
say  we  are  traitors?  Do  we  by  chance  invoke  monarchy?  Do  we  call  to  a  foreign 
prince  to  govern  the  country  of  Montezuma?  Do  we  beg  for  the  humiliating  protecto- 
rate of  the  United  States,  like  Juarez  and  his  clique  of  degraded  Cubans  and  cowardly 
parasites?    O,  never!    Like  you,  we  carried,  five  years  since,  the  tricolor  standard  in 
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one  hand  and  oar  constitatioo  of  1S57  in  the  other.  With  the  first  we  wished  to  aflfirm 
oar  nationality,  removing  it  from  the  bastard  infloences  of  every  foret|]^  country.  Do 
yoa  hear  it  f  We  wished  to  l>e  free  Mexicans,  not  papils*  With  the  second  we  wished 
to  consolidate  oar  means  of  beinj^  liberal,  free,  and  progressive  indeed,  and  not  by 
means  of  vain  promises,  which  are  being  converted  into  positive  military  dictatorship. 
What  are  yon  goin((  to  sustain  ?  For  what  are  yon  going  to  shed  your  blood  and  that  of 
your  brothers  f  Why  perpetuate  the  power  of  Juarez,  who  has  dreamed  of  being  a 
prince;  who  invites  us  to  cowardice  by  his  stupid  despotism,  or  by  the  Yankee  whip, 
with  which  he  will  scourge  our  people,  as  was  done  in  1847,  thanks  to  the  division 
which  then  as  now  was  the  normal  slate  of  our  unhappy  soil.  And  do  you  accept 
this  offering — you,  the  invincible  sons  of  Hidalgo  and  Iturbidef  Do  we  accept  it — 
we,  the  brothers  of  Zaragoza  and  Salazar f  O,  do  not  believe  it!  It  is  a  lie!  Mexico 
will  never  give  use  to  such  a  stupid  scandal  without  outraging  its  good  liberal  sons. 
Comrades,  there  are  but  two  roads;  either  that  of  the  infanry  sustained  by  Juarez, 
or  that  of  glory,  binding  uh,  as  before,  to  save  our  country.  In  such  a  dilemma,  we 
prefer  yielding  with  glory,  than  to  live  covered  with  ignominy.  Choose,  my  friends ; 
here  is  my  hand,  as  ever,  and  conquering  or  conquered  you  shall  never  despise  your 
brother. 

PORFIRIO  DIAZ. 
HVAJVAPXW,  yovpnibcr  19,1871. 


PROCLAMATION  OF  OKNERAL  ALATORKR. 
LTnmalatioii.] 

The  general  of  division,  Ignacio  R.  Alatorre,  to  his  subordinates: 

Companions  :  General  Porfirio  Diaz  has  thrown  down  the  glove,  trampling  under 
foot  the  titlfS  with  which  yon  have  honored  him,  despising  the  distinctions  which  the 
nation  awarded  him  for  the  loyal  and  patriotic  conduct  that  was  supposed  of  him.  He 
has  raised  the  standard  of  rebellion  to  drive  ns  anew  into  parricidal  struggles.  What 
cause,  what  principles  does  he  invoke  f  What  great  interest  leads  him  to  this  criminal 
act  f  The  nation  and  yourselves  know  very  well !  General  Diaz  rebels  because  he  has 
not  been  elected  President  of  the  republiCj  and  pretends  to  seize  by  violence  that  which  the 
popular  vote  of  his  fellow-citizens  had  denied  to  him.  This,  companions,  is  the  sad 
reality,-  notwithstanding  that  insidious  proclamations  and  false  acts  invent  distinct 
causes;  men  of  heart  will  not  see  anything  in  them  but  stupid  pretexts.  Behold, 
then,  the  Mexican  Cincinnati  parodying  the  celebrated  Santa  Anna! 

Comrades,  the  troops  and  the  nation,  anxious  for  the  indispensable  peace,  in  order 
to  arrive  at  the  progress  that  the  supreme  government  aims  at,  are  dueling  in  a  ter- 
rible contest.  Let  ns  accept  it,  then,  for  it  is  our  duty,  and  because  far  above  us 
weighs  the  sacred  obligation  to  sustain  at  the  cost  of  our  blood  the  rights  of  the  peo- 
ple, the  law,  and  the  national  government.  » 

Let  us  march  tranquilly  to  the  battle-iield ;  we  shall  not  be  responsible  for  the  des- 
olation of  our  soil ;  we  shall  not  have  to  reproach  ourselves  with  the  tears  that  will 
flow,  with  the  blood  shed,  nor  wich  the  national  ruin ;  these  horrors  will  fall  back 
upon  those  who  promote  the  tumult  and  mutiny,  and  who  have  caused  so  many  evils 
to  the  republic. 

My  friends,  you  will  soon  go  and  fight.  I  have  nothing  to  recommend  to  you,  be- 
cause I  know  that  discipline,  valor,  and  honor  are  gifts  which  shine  in  yon.  I  know 
that  yon  fulfill  your  duties,  performing  your  noble  mission  as  warriors  without  hate 
or  rancor.  The  fatherland  already  considers  you  as  its  best  sons,  and  yoa  know  how 
to  answer  to  it  with  dignity. 

Forward,  comrades!  Remember  that  the  nation  is  leaning  on  you,  and  that  its 
tranquillity  and  progress  yet  once  again  depends  upon  your  valor  and  intrepidity. 

Forward!  In  whatsoever  situation  you  may  find  yourselves,  there  will  be  always  at 
your  side  your  friend  and  companion, 

I.  R.  ALATORRE. 

Hkadquarters,  Acatlan,  November  23, 1871. 


Mr,  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fish. 

(Foreign  Relations,  1872,  p.  359.) 

United  States  Legation, 

Mexico,  November  29, 1871. 

Sir:  For  the  past  three  weeks  the  Mexican  Congress  has  been  almost  exclusively 
occupied  in  the  discussion  of  the  law  conferring  extraordinary  faculties  upoi  the  Presi- 
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dent,  and  the  suspenstoD  of  certain  constitational  guarantees.  Notwithstaudiu)^  the 
absolnte  necessity  for  the  adoption  of  this  measure,  in  view  of  the  critical  condition 
of  the  country,  it  has  been  vigorously  opposed,  not  only  by  the  revolutionary  party, 
but  also  by  the  friends  of  Mr.  Lerdo.  I  inclose  a  copy  and  translation  of  the  proposed 
law.  The*  first  three  articles  have  been  adopted  by  majorities  ranging  between  thirty 
and  forty  votes,  and  it  is  probable  that  the  fourth  and  last  article  will  be  approved 
during  the  present  week.  I  also  inclose  a  synopsis  of  a  speech  delivered  in  Congress 
by  Mr.  Mariscal,  minister  of  foreign  afifairs,  on  the  17th  instant,  which  has  been  severely 
criticised  by  opposition  speakers  and  papers,  because  of  his  allusions  to  the  probable 
action  of  the  United  States,  and  the  incursions  of  filibusters  in  the  Northern  States, 
unless  the  rebellion  should  be  speedily  suppressed. 

m 

I  an),  &c., 

THOMAS  II.  NELSON. 


SYNOPSIS  OF  TIIR    SPBBCII  OF  MR.   MA.RISCAL,  MINISTKR  OP  FORKIGX   AFFAIRS,    DELIV- 
ERED IN  THE  MEXICAN  CONGRESS  NOVEMBER  17,  1871. 

[Translation.] 

Gentlemen  :  A  young  orator  of  the  opposition  party  made  a  speech  which  would  be 
alarming,  were  it  not  so  notoriously  unfounded.  He  said  that  Minister  Romero  was 
delivering  the  treasury  department  to  other  persons,  in  order  to  go  at  ooce  to  the  United 
States,  with  the  view  of  negotiating  the  American  protectorate  over  our  republic.  I 
was  not  present  at  the  time,  but  Mr.  Komero  was,  and  he  did  not  think  it  necessary  to 
deny  such  an  accusation.  His  very  presence  here  gave  the  lie  to  this,  for  he  could  not 
be  in  this  hall  and  at  the  same  time  giving  up  the  business  of  his  department.  Nevei^- 
theless,  to  please  several  friends  of  the  administration,  I  come  here  to  manifest  to  Con- 
gress that  the  President  of  the  republic  has  not  thought,  nor  will  he  ever  think,  of  so- 
liciting the  protectorate  of  the  United  States,  nor  that  of  any  other  nation.  How 
could  he,  who  maintained  so  nobly  the  Mexican  flag  in  Chihuahua  and  Paso  del  Norte, 
have  done  thisf  He  who  knew  how  to  resist  the  influence  of  a  friendly  and  neigh- 
boring government,  when,  through  a  la9dable  feeling,  it  interfered  between  the 
usurper  and  national  justice. 

I  should  offend,  gentlemen,  the  illustrious  antecedents  of  Mr.  Juarez  were  I  to  impugn 
a  speech  which,  through  condescension  alone,  I  have  come  here  to  contradict,  and  which 
I  leave  to  your  good  judgment.  It  is  true  that  there  is  great  danger  for  the  honor  of 
the  country,  perhaps  even  for  its  independence  and  the  integrity  of  its  territory,  but 
this  danger  does  not  originate  with  the  administration,  but  in  the  revolution  and 
anarchy. 

No  one  denies  that  our  country  has  been  judged  with  much  severity,  owing  to  its 
chronic  anarchy  since  the  independence,  producing  the  phenomenon  of  hnmiliatiog 
poverty  in  the  midst  of  elementary  riches. 

Since  the  war  of  reform,  which  immediately  occasioned  the  foreign  usurpation,  our 
spirit  of  resistance  knew  how  to  apply  itself  to  noble  and  great  deeds.  The  world 
looks  at  us  with  curiosity,  desiring  to  prove  by  our  example  if  the  love  of  independ- 
ence and  the  constancy  to  defend  it  are  suflQcient  to  allow  of  a  nation  governing  itself; 
if  democratic  institutions  are  peculiar  to  the  Anglo-Saxon  race,  or  if  they  will  also 
serve  for  other  people,  as,  for  example,  the  Latin  race. 

Thus  if  we  were  to  sncceed  in  establishing  liberty  and  democratic  institutions,  our 
trumph  would  be  immense  and  enviable,  because  we  should  have  confounded  those 
who  caluminate  us,  and  prove  the  possibility  of  every  people  governing  itself. 

But  if  we  fall  anew  into  anarchy  we  should  be  declared  incapable  of  self-government. 
Our  very  glories  would  be  turned  against  us,  for  it  would  be  said  that  our  resistance 
against  a  foreign  government  and  monarchy  was  inspired  by  our  feelings  of  disorder 
against  all  government ;  it  would  be  said  that  what  we  call  our  heroic  patriotism  is 
no  more  than  the  vice  of  resorting  to  arms,  our  love  of  insurrection,  and  the  sad  advan- 
tage of  being  able  to  repeat  such  things  eternally. 

If  such  things  continue,  we  shall  have  shown  to  the  universe  that  we  are  incapable 
of  being  governed,  either  by  ourselves  or  by  the  liberal  constitution  of  1B57 ;  and  that 
we  are  a  people  without  hope  or  future,  and  wirhout  any  capacity  for  material  prog- 
ress; they  will  say  we  are  a  very  valiant  people,  but  of  the  valor  which  also  belongs 
to  other  semi-barbaric  peoples.  They  will  pretend  to  treat  us  like  they  treat  the 
people  of  Asia  and  Africa,  where  every  stranger  of  a  Christian  land  considers  himself 
alone  subjected  to  his  own  consul.  And  have  you  thought  what  this  signifies  f  This  dis- 
honor of  poor  Mexico  would  not  be  alone  in  the  insufferable  humiliation  of  each 
Mexican  in  the  presence  of  any  foreigner ;  not  alone  the  absolute  loss  of  honor,  the 
most  precious  virtue  of  a  nation  as  it  is  of  an  individual;  but  would  also  be  our 
material  ruin,  the  loss  of  all  our  hopes  to  save  us  and  make  us  progress  in  the  future. 
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For  tbon,  gentlemeD,  it  would  be  impossible  to  bope  for  immigration;  witbont  wbicb 
little  coald  be  done.  It  would  be  also  impossible  to  hope  for  forei^  industry  and 
capital ;  little  could  be  done  in  any  new  country  which  has  not  had  time  to  form  its 
own  industry  and  capital;  far  less  so  in  Mexico  where  the  capitals  which  before 
existed  have  been  destroyed  by  so  much  adversity. 

What  confidence  would  then  remain  to  induce  the  risking  of  a  single  dollar  in  a 
Mexican  undertaking,  when  even  now,  for  example,  the  telegraph  of  the  northern 
frontier  has  been  broken  into  a  thousand  pieces  and  robbed  of  all  its  apparatus  as  the 
savages  of  the  western  prairies  of  the  neighboring  nations  would  not  rob?  And  this 
destruction  has  been  made  by  the  ^^pronunciados"  to  the  property  of  an  American 
company  which,  after  the  most  lively  excitement  on  our  part,  unite  their  wires  to 
oars,  in  order  to  put  us  in  communication  with  all  the  known  world — another  im- 
provement indefinitely  postponed,  another  motive  of  complaint  against  Mexico,  of 
disconfidence  of  all  undertakings  with  us;  and  this  because  the  *'pronnnciados''  have 
consummated  their  destruction  in  the  name  of  liberty  and  free  snfifrage,  and  other 
blasphemies  common  to  the  revolutionists. 

Let  Congress  pardon  me  if  I  have  stopped  to  lament  an  act  that  appears  of  secon- 
dary importance;  nevertheless,  it  is  one  that  will  injure  our  republic.  My  wish  was 
to  bring  forward  a  recent  example  ot  the  discredit  into  which  we  may  fall,  and  why 
we  shall  injure  special  foreign  interests  through  these  '*  pronunciamientios ''  which  have 
commenced,  and  this  discredit  will  not  only  bring  about  the  loss  of  all  hopes  of  mate- 
rial development,  but  will  also  occasion  a  nearly  inevitable  danger  of  losing  the  inde- 
pendent*, at  least,  of  one  portion  of  the  Mexican  territory. 

It  pleases  me  in  acknowledging,  because  I  do  not  doubt  it,  that  the  present  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  does  not  think  to  acquire  unjustly,  or  by  force,  or  bv  means 
of  diplomacy,  any  portion  of  our  territory ;  but  it  may  change  the  officers  of  tnat  gov- 
ernment, and  may  ferment  in  that  people  the  desire  to  acquire  now  dominions,  and  all 
its  government-a  have  the  end  to  make  some  concession  to  so  characteristic  a  desire. 
This  assuredly  led  the  great  statesman  Seward  to  the  acquisition  of  the  frozen  deserts 
of  Alaska,  and  this  may  have  led  the  illustrious  President  Grant  to  promote,  with  great 
pains,  the  annexation  of  Santo  Domingo.  Let  us  now  consider,  gentlemen,  in  what 
manner  a  portion  of  our  territory  might  be  useful  to  the  United  States.  They  will  cer- 
tainly not  take  it  away  from  us  by  force  while  we  keep  a  decent  peace,  and  while, 
under  the  shadow  of  a  government  fairly  respected,  they  may  be  able  to  realize  great 
roads  of  commnnication  and  other  undertakings  that,  at  the  same  time  enriohing  our 
country,  strengthening  its  independence,  and  consolidating  its  internal  peace,  will  be 
useful  for  the  whole  of  humanity.  Bat  if,  by  fresh  and  prolonged  seditions,  we  make 
such  undertakings  impossible ;  if  we  frighten  away  the  enterprising  spirit  of  our  neigh- 
bors; if  we  oppose  an  obstacle  to  the  general  good,  shutting  the  door  to  our  own  wel- 
fare, what  better  pretext,  gentlemen,  could  we  give  to  the  American  filibuster,  who, 
in  order  to  prove  his  ambitious  views  to  be  honest,  would  take  on  his  side  the  inter- 
ests of  commerce,  industry,  and  universal  progress?  What  better  occasion  could  we 
§ive  him  to«develop  it,  with  the  applause  of  other  nations,  we  being  surprised  in  a 
ebilitated  state,  exhausted  by  our  internal  quarrels,  developing  it  with  such  force 
that  it  would  not  be  possible  to  contain  him  f  I  can  assure  Congress  that  if,  unfor- 
tunately, the  anarchical  revolution  which  has  broken  out  ou  our  soil  should  be  pro- 
longed, there  will  be  projects,  perhaps  filibustering  expeditions,  which  will  make  still 
more  critical  and  affecting  the  situation  of  the  republic.  For  such  a  motive,  I  sincerely 
believe  that  the  revolutionists  who  know  this,  those  who  reflect  attentively  on  this 
and  nevertheless  insist  in  their  seditious  plans,  will  be  as  blind  as  traitors,  and  will  be 
traitore  in  the  full  extension  of  the  word. 

Menaced  by  such  terrible  evils,  what  shall  be  the  preventive  with  which  to  drive 
them  ofif f  What  shall  be  the  means  of  avoiding  the  prolongation  of  anarchy?  It 
cannot  be  other  than  to  strengthen  the  executive,  not  only  with  the  faculties  you  have 
voted,  but  with  the  sincere  union  of  all  patriots,  all  good  Mexicans.  The  executive 
believes  its  present  elements  sufficient  to  sufifocate  the  sedition  already  commenced  and 
menacing  to  be  fermented  ;  its  confidence  leans  on  the  good  sense  of  the  nation,  tired 
of  so  many  struggles,  productive  only  of  new  misfortunes. 

But  your  union  is  more  important,  so  that  the  action  of  the  executive  may  be  prompt 
and  effectual.  In  the  name,  then,  of  the  patriotism  which  I  cannot  deny  to  you,  I 
conjure  the  members  of  the  minority  against  Mr.  Juarez  to  put  at  one  side  all  resent- 
ments, whether  Just  or  unjust,  as  also  all  party  spirit,  excusable  in  other  circumstances, 
.but  may  be  criminal  in  the  face  of  the  present  ones.  I  beg,  then,  to  save  the  honor  of 
our  country,  and  to  conjure  away  the  danger  of  suffering  a  diminution  of  independence 
or  national  territory.  Gentlemen,  you  have  come  to  this  rigorous  and  inevitable 
alternative,  either  to  establish  legal  order,  or  to  prolong  anarchy  with  all  its  crimes 
and  horrors.  The  election  does  not  appear  doubtful,  and  I  flatter  myself  with  the  hope 
that  you  will  elect  the  patriotic  course  that  your  consciences  have  doubtlessly  indi- 
cated to  yon. 
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« 

Mr,  Kelson  to  Mr.  Ftsh, 

(ForeigD  Relatious,  1872,  p.  364.) 

'  United  States  Legation, 

Mexico f  November  29,  1871. 

Sir  :  The  revolatioa  which  has  so  long  threatened  to  disturb  the  peace  of  the  cooutry 
has,  since  the  date  of  my  last  general  dispatch,  been  declared,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent, 
in  several  of  tbe  States  of  the  repablic.  The  ^'pronunciamieuto''  of  General  Porfirio 
Diaz  was  immediately  followed  b^^  similar  manifestoes  from  a  number  of  other  insurgent 
chieftiaus,  all  based  upon  substantially  the  same  grounds,  and  each  recognizing  General 
Diaz  as  their  leader. 

Tbe  theater  of  the  most  important  military  operations  for  the  present  will  undoubt- 
edly be  the  frontier  between  the  States  of  Puebla  and  Oaxaca.  After  fortifying  the 
<.'ity  of  Oaxaca,  General  Diaz  moved,  with  about  four  thousand  meo,  toward  the  north- 
west, in  the  direction  of  Huajuapam,  probably  with  the  design  of  marching  on  Puebla ; 
but  a  superior  goverumoot  force,  under  the  command  of  General  Alatorre,  uaving  been 
concentrated  near  the  point  indicated,  he  retired  some  distance,  and  when  last  heard 
from  was  marching  toward  Tehuacan,  in  the  southeast  part  of  the  State  of  Puebla.  In 
that  vicinity  he  will  probably  encounter  a  large  government  force,  under  tbe  command 
of  Greneral  Rocha.  The  federal  troops  are  within  convenient  proximity  for  purposes 
of  co-operation.  A  battle  is  imminent,  and  is  expected  to  occur  within  twenty-four 
hours.  The  united  government  forces  investing  the  State  of  Oaxaca  cannot  be  less 
than  ten  thousand  men,  who  are  generally  well  armed  and  disciplined.  If  there  shall 
be  no  serious  defections  among  those  troops,  the  result  of  the  expected  battle  cannot  be 
doubtful. 

A  battle  took  place  on  the  14th  instant  at  Ometeper,  on  the  western  frontier  of  the 
State  of  Guerrero.  A  small  insurgent  force,  under  the  command  of  General  Jimenez, 
was  completely  routed  by  the  federal  general  Felipe  Rodriguez. 

Very  little  intelligence  has  been  received  in  this  capital  from  the  seat  of  war  in 
Nnevo  Leon.  There  has  been  no  mail  or  telegraphic  communication  with  the  extreme 
Northern  States  for  several  weeks.  It  is  yet  doubtful  whether  the  insurgents  under 
General  Trevifio  have  succeeded  in  capturing  Saltillo. 

The  insurgent  general  Donate  Guerra,  after  defeating  the  troops  of  the  government 
in  the  State  of  Durango,  took,  and  yet  retains  possession  of  the  capital  of  that  State. 

Affairs  present  a  threatening  aspect  on  the  Pacific  coast.  A  communication  from  our 
consul  at  Mazatlan,  dated  the  10th  instant,  informs  me  that  the  government  troops  at 
Guaymas  bad  pronounced,  murdered  their  officers,  and  taken  possession  of  between 
eighty  and  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  the  custom-house ;  and  I  have  just  learned 
that  a  similar  event  has  occurred  at  Mazatlan. 

The  whole  country  appears  to  be  in  a  great  state  of  alarm  and  confusion ;  business 
is  paralyzed,  and  murder,  robbing,  and  kidnaping  are  the  order  of  the  day.  .Robberies 
of  stage-coaches  have  been  so  frequent  of  late  that  several  important  lines  have  been 
withdrawn.    Even  the  large  cities  furnish  very  little  security  io  person  and  property. 

I  can  perceive  no  remedy  for  this  terrible  condition  of  afiairs  bat  in  the  complete 
success  of  the  federal  arms. 
I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr,  Fish. 
(Foreign  Relations,  1872,  p.  369.) 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico  J  December  9,  1871. 

Sir  :  On  the  3d  instant  the  insurgent  general  Porfirio  Diaz  commenced  a  retrograde 
movement  toward  the  defenses  of  the  city  of  Oaxaca,  and  is  now  being  closely  pursued 
by  the  forces  under  the  federal  generals  Alatorre  and  Rocha.  A  telegram  from  Gen- 
eral Rocha,  dated  the  6th  instant,  at  Teotitlan,  announces  a  skirmish  with  tbe  troops 
of  General  Diaz  near  Teconnavaca,  in  which  the  government  forces  were  victorious, 
killing  seven  men,  including  the  commanding  officer,  Colonel  Marquez,  and  taking  a 
number  of  prisoners. 

General  Diaz  is  said  to  be  greatly  disappointed  because  of  the  want  of  enthusiasm 
with  which  his  revolutionary  movement  has  been  seconded,  having  received  very  little 
support  even  in  the  State  of  Oaxaca.  It  is  probable  that  his  force  will  evacuate  the 
city  of  Oaxaca  before  the  arrival  of  the  combined  forces  of  Alatorre  and  Rocha,  and 
break  up  into  predatory  bands  for  purposes  of  robbery  and  plunder,  and  that  General 
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Diaz  and  hU  lead  in  ji^  officers  will  escape  from  the  country.    If  Qeneral  Diaz  should 
give  or  receive  battle,  he  will,  no  doubt,  be  overwhelmed  by  the  governmeot  troops. 

From  the  north  very  little  intelligence  has  been  received  for  several  weeks.  The 
rebel  Oeneral  Trevi&o  is  supposed  to  be  still  at  Monterey,  organizing  his  army  with  a 
view  to  operations  against  Saltillo,  but  the  government  now  has  a  forqiidable  force  in 
that  city,  which  will  probably  successfully  resist  any  attack  of  the  insurgents.  From 
the  west  coast  I  have  received  communications  from  our  consuls  at  Guavmas,  Mazat- 
Ian,  Manzanillo,  and  La  Paz.  Under  the  date  of  November  6,  our  consul  at  Guaymas 
informed  me  of  the  revolt  of  the  federal  garrison  at  that  port,  unmboring  about  two 
hundred  and  forty  men,  on  the  night  of  the  29th  of  October,  killing  their  commanding 
officer  and  three  others,  and  making  prisoners  the  remaining  officers.  The  command 
was  assumed  by  one  Jesus  Leyva,  of  the  national  guard,  who  immediately  proclaimed 
Porfirio  Diaz  as  the  legitimate  President  of  the  republic.  They  held  possession  of  the 
town  for  four  days,  levied  a  forced  loan  upon  the  merchants  of  $15,000,  and  compelled 
Mr.  Bartwing,  the  Prussian  consul,  who  had  just  received  a  cargo  of  goods,  to  pay 
$30,000  in  cash  on  account  of  duties.  On  the  2d  of  November  Leyva  embarked  with 
his  troops,  numbering  about  three  hundred  men,  and  started  in  the  direction  of  Ajia- 
bampo,  the  coasting  port  of  the  town  of  Alamos.  I  have  since  learned  that  he  entered 
Alamos  on  the  9th  ultimo  without  opposition.  The  governor  of  the  State,  with  a  fed- 
eral force  of  about  six  hundred  men,  is  reported  to  be  at  a  short  distance  from  Alamos, 
and  has,  no  doubt,  by  this  time,  captured  or  dispersed  the  rebels. 

I  have  received  a  communication  from  our  consul  at  Mazatlan,  dated  the  20th  ulti- 
mo, advising  me  that  on  the  morning  of  the  16th  of  that  month  the  federal  soldiers 
of  that  place,  led  by  their  colonel,  Palacios,  left  their  barracks,  marched  through  the 
city,  and  took  possession  of  the  custom-bouse  and  the  government-house,  and  issued  a 
"pronunctamiento^^  proclaiming  Portirio  Diaz  President,  and  Mateo  Mugaila  provis- 
ional governor. 

In  anticipation  of  this  movement,  the  money  in  the  custom-house,  and,  indeed,  most 
of  the  money  in  the  city,  it  is  said,  was  placed  on  board  the  United  States  steamer 
Mohican.  Efforts  were  being  made  at  the  date  of  the  said  communication  to  enforce 
a  loan  upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  town.  I  have  since  learned  that  they  exacted 
$30,000  from  the  merchants. 

Intelligence  has  been  received  at  Mazatlan  that  the  federal  troops  at  La  Paz,  Lower 
California,  have  pronounced,  and  that  Colonel  Drake  De  Kay  and  party  were  driven 
away  on  the  8th  instant  by  the  soldiers  from  La  Paz. 

The  government  has  issued  decrees  declaring  the  ports  of  Salina  Cruz  acd  Puerto 
Angel,  in  Oaxaoa,  and  those,  of  Guaymas  and  Mazatlan,  closed. 

On  the  whole,  the  military  situation  is  decidedly  favorable  to  the  government,  and 
I  shall  be  greatly  deceived  if  the  rebellion  should  not  be  suj)pressed  in  every  part  of 
the  republic  within  the  next  two  mo'nths. 
I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


Mr.  Xdson  to  Mr.  Fish. 

(Foreign  Relations,  1872,  p.  375.) 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  December  29,  1871. 

Sir  :*•*••  The  prospect  of  an  early  termination  of  the  rebellion  is  bright- 
ening every  day.  The  government  is  earnest  and  confident,  while  the  opposition  is 
becoming  rapidly  demoralized.  It  is  now  manifest  that,  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
restless  and  ambitious  spirits,  the  people  are  tired  of  revolution  and  desire  peace.  If 
the  expectations  of  the  government  be  realized  in  the  prompt  suppression  of  the  rev- 
olution, it  is  probable  that  another  armed  insurrection  will  not  occur  during  the  pres- 
ent term  of  President  Juarez's  administration,  or  perhaps  for  many  years. 

Taking  advantage  of  the  absence  of  the  usual  guards  on  the  highways  and  in  the 
towns  and  villages,  the  robbers  and  kidnai)ers  are  committing  the  greatest  excesses  and 
depredations.  Kobberies  and  murders  are  of  daily  occurrence,  and  it  has  become  un- 
safe to  approach  the  gates  of  this  city  or  visit  the  fashionable  drives  without  a  suffi- 
cient guard. 

The  Mexico  and  Puebla  Railroad  has  recently  suffered  three  attacks  from  these  ban- 
ditti. The  passengers  were  robbed  of  their  arms,  and  in  some  instances  of  their 
money  and  jewelry.  The  station-house  at  Ometusco  was  attacked,  pillaged,  and 
burned,  and  several  persons  killed. 

The  revolution  suppressed,  the  government  will  no  doubt  occupy  itself  in  the  de- 
struction or  dispersion  of  these  outlaws. 
I  have,  dec, 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 
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Mr,  NeUon  to  Mr,  Fish. 

(Foreign^  RelatioDS^  1872,  p.  391.) 

Legation  of  thk  Unitkd  States, 

Mexico,  Ftbruary  14, 1872. 

Sir:  *  *  "^  Thepresent  whereabouts  of  General  Porfirio  Diaz  seems  to  be  nnknown 
to  all  parties,  it  being  a  month  since  he  disappeared  from  the  neighborhood  of  Orizaba. 
Widely  different  ramors  are  in  circulation,  bnt  it  is  most  probable  that  be  has  arrived 
in  the  State  of  San  Luis.  His  total  failure  in  Oaxaca  has,  however,  lost  him  all  prestig^ 
as  chief  of  the  revolution.  TreviOo  aud  Gnerra  no  longer  speak  of  him  in  their  mani- 
festoes, and  it  is  said  that  his  revolutionary  plan  of  the  Noria  has  been  cast  aside  for 
another,  the  terms  of  which  have  not  yet  trans]>ired.  *-  *  * 
I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


Mr.  Xehon  to  Mr.  Fish, 

(Foreign  Relations,  1872,  p.  404.) 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  March  18, 1872. 

Sir  :  On  the  second  instant  General  Rocha  met  the  insurgent  forces  at  La  Bnfa,  two 
miles  from  the  city  of  Zacatecas,  and,  after  a  hard-fought  battle,  succeeded  in  com- 
pletely dispersing  them,  with  the  loss  of  their  artillery  and  of  more  than  two  thousand 
killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners. 

According  to  the  bulletin  of  General  Rocha,  the  insurgents  numbered  nine  thousand, 
while  his  own  forces  were  only  five  thousand,  his  reserve  bein^  a  day's  march  in  the 
rear.  The  revolutionists  were  commanded  by  all  their  principal  chiefs,  inoluding 
TreviHo,  Pedro  Martinez,  Guerra.  and  Garcia  de  la  Cadena,  who  fled  in  different  direc- 
tions, with  but  a  few  hundreds  of  cavalry.  The  two  former  took  the  direction  of  the 
Texan  frontier,  Guerra  that  of  Durango,  and  Garcia  de  la  Cadena  sought  refuge  in  the 
mountains  of  Zacatecas.  This  blow  may  be  considered  as  decisive  of  the  fate  of  the 
revolution. 

«  «  «  •  *  #  « 

The  numerous  hordes  of  insurgents,  largely  composed  of  professional  bandits,  who  find 
shelter  in  the  mountains  of  Puebla  and  have  several  times  attacked  the  railroad,  have 
determined  the  government  to  declare  martial  law  in  the  State  of  Puebla,  under  the 
administration  of  General  Alatorre.  The  division  under  his  command  has  been  con- 
veniently distributed  throughout  the  State,  and  will  doubtless  soon  reduce  it  to  order. 
The  States  of  Durango,  Coahuila,  and  Nuevo  Leon  have  also  been  placed  under  mar- 
tial law  as  a  preliminary  to  their  expected  reconquest. 

The  uncertainty  which  has  existed  for  two  months  as  to  the  whereabonts  of  Porfirio 
Diaz  is  at  last  terminated  by  the  annoucement  that  he  has  arrived  at  New  York.   *   *  * 
I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


Mr,  Nelson  to  Mr,  Fish. 
(Foreign  Relations,  1872,  p.  412.) 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  March  30,  1872. 

Sir  :  The  battle  of  La  Bnfa  has  been  followed  by  the  federal  occupation  of  Durango 
and  Mazatlan,  and  the  pursuit  of  the  rebels  toward  Saltillo  and  Monterey,  which  are 
their  last  strongholds. 

The  insurgents  in  various  States  of  the  confer  have  been  almost  entirely  disbanded, 
but  in  the  mountains  to  the  north  of  Puebla  tbev  have  become  more  numerous,  under 
the  command  of  Negrete  and  many  oilier  generals,  including  several  members  of  Con- 
gress. This  has  rendered  it  necessary  for  General  Alatorre  to  undertake  personally 
toe  pacification  of  that  district. 
I  am,  &., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 
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Mr,  NelaoH  to  Mr,  Fish. 

(Foreign  Relations,  1872,  p.  447.) 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  July  31,  1872. 

Silt :  The  only  subject  upon  which  pablic  interest  has  been  centered  since  the  death 
of  President  Juarez  has  been  the  political  consequences  likely  to  ensue  from  the 
sndden  accession  of  Mr.  Lordo  to  power.  The  first  acts  of  his  administration  have 
been  awaited  with  a  feverish  impatience,  in  order  to  oast  the  horoscope  of  the  fntnre. 
Fortunately  the  new  chief  magistrate  has  responded  to  the  demands  of  the  situation 
in  a  manner  which  justifies  the  brightest  anticipations.  His  first  administrative  act 
after  requesting  the  cabinet  of  Mr.  Juarez  to  continue  in  office,  was  to  address  the  per- 
manent deputation  of  Congress,  soliciting  that  a  period  for  a  new  Presidential  election 
be  immediately  designated.  This  was  done ;  the  primary  elections  having  been  fixed 
for  October  13  and  the  secondary  for  October  27. 

During  the  customary  nine  days  of  mourning,  Mr.  Lerdo  refrained  from  taking  any 
steps  to  indicate  his  future  course,  and  meanwhile  the  press  and  the  public  were 
busily  employed  in  projecting  cabinets  and  platforms. 

On  the  27th  instant,  Mr.  Lerdo  published  the  proclamation  and  the  decree  of  amnesty, 
which  have  been  sent  with  other  dispatches,  and  which  have  produced  the  most  favor- 
able effect.  Only  one  paper,  the  organ  of  the  revolutionary  party,  has  failed  to  ap- 
plaud the  spirit  manifested  by  Mr.  Lerdo.  The  speedy  pacitication  of  the  rex)nblic  is 
now  regarded  as  certain,  and  Mr.  Lerdo,  having  obtained  power,  not  as  the  chief  of  a 
party,  but  by  a  constitutional  provision,  is  justly  regarded  as  the  only  i>er8on  capable 
of  effecting  a  reconciliation  of  all  parties. 
I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


Mr,  XeUon  to  Mr.  Fifsh. 

(Foreign  Relations,  1872,  p.  453.) 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  August  15, 1872. 

Sir  :  The  pacification  of  the  republic,  as  a  consequence  of  President  Lerdo's  decree 
of  amnesty,  may  now  be  considered  as  a  fact.  Up  to  this  date  information  has  been 
received  of  the  submission  of  Generals  Negrete,  Labastida,  Lomeli,  Pedro  Martinez, 
Narvaez,  Aureliano  Rivera,  Mier  y  Teran,  Betanzos,  Cosio  Pontones,  Galvan,  Velez,  and 
Chavarria,  of  whom  the  three  first  named  issued  proclamations  to  their  followers  in 
terms  very  satisfactory  to  the  administration  of  Mr.  Lerdo. 

The  revolutionary  organ  in  this  city  denounced  the  amnesty,  as  not  containing  a 
restitution  of  the  insurgent  chiefs  to  tnetr  military  rank  and  civil  offices,  but  was  soon 
forced  by  the  unanimity  of  the  rest  of  the  press  to  change  its  tone. 

No^doubt  is  entertained  of  the  submission  of  Porfirio  Diaz,  Trevifio,  Qniroga,  Guerra, 
and  others  from  whom  no  definite  information  has  yet  been  received  on  account  of  the 
distance. 

Only  two  of  the  insurgent  chieftains,  Migoni  and  Garcia  de  la  Cadena,  are  known  to 
have  rejected  the  amnesty ;  of  these,  the  former  was  soon  after  killed  in  the  State  of 
Vera  Cruz,  and  the  latter  was  taken  prisoner  with  his  entire  force  in  the  State  of  San 
Luis  Potosi. 

The  policy  of  President  Lerdo  has  been  to  maintain  the  most  absolute  statu  quo.  No 
removals  from  office  have  been  made,  and  no  political  measures  taken,  except  the  am- 
nesty, the  cessation  of  martial  law,  and  the  summons  for  the  Presidential  election.  The 
consequence  has  been  that  the  circles  of  opposition  have  been  left  without  any  rational 
basis  on  which  to  combat  the  election  of  Mr.  Lerdo.  Although  nearly  a  month  has 
transpired  since  the  death  of  Mr.  Juarez,  and  less  than  two  months  remain  before  the 
election,  no  formal  opposition  candidate  has  been  put  forward,  and  apparently  none 
will  be.  Numerous  newspapers  have  been  established  to  support  the  election  of  Mr. 
Lerdo,  who  will  probivbly  be  chosen  almost  unanimously. 

At  the  death  of  Mr.  Juarez  the  Mexican  treasury  was  nearly  empty,  in  consequence 
of  the  expenses  6t  the  civil  war,  and  the  employes  bad  not  been  paid  for  many  months. 
Mr.  Lerdo  having  appealed  to  the  capitalists  of  the  city  for  a  loan  of  $400,000,  the 
amount  was  almost  immediately  subscribed. 

Commerce,  agriculture,  and  raining  have  taken  an  impulse  from  the  hopes  of  peace, 
and  an  era  of  prosperity  is  confidently  expected. 
I  am,  4&C., 

THOMAS   H.   NELSON. 
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Mr,  BUM  to  Mr,  Fish, 
(Foreign  Relations,  1873,  p.  635.) 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  October  31, 1872. 

Sir  :  The  secondary  election  of  President  of  the  republic,  which  took  place  on  the 
27th  instant,  resulted  in  the  almost  unanimous  choice  of  Mr.  Lerdo.  General  Diaz  re- 
ceived but  a  single  electoral  vote  in  this  city,  and  but  a  few  dozen  in  the  entire  repub- 
lic. His  submission  to  the  government,  accepting  the  terms  of  the  amnesty  of  the  27th 
of  July  last,  was  o£Bcially  announced  on  the  day  of  the  election,  and  he  will  soon  pre- 
sent himself  in  this  city. 

•  •  #  •  •  ■        •  « 

I  have,  &c., 

PORTER  C.  BLISS. 


Mr,  Blise  to  Mr.  FUk. 

(Foreign  Relations,  1873,  p.  635.) 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  December  3,  1872. 

Sir  :  The  great  events  of  the  past  month  have  been  the  declaration  of  the  election 
of  Mr.  Lerdo  to  the  Presidency  and  his  inauguration  on  the  Ist  instant,  which  form 
the  subject  of  a  separate  dispatch.  The  unanimity  with  which  Mr.  Lerdo  has  been 
chosen  is  without  a  precedent  in  Mexican  annals,  and  the  nation  now  entertains  the 
brightest  hopes  of  the  prenervatiou  of  peace  and  the  consequent  immense  development 
of  the  resources  of  the  country. 

General  Porfirio  Diaz  arrived  in  this  capital  on  the  17th  ultimo  from  Chihuahua. 
He  is  living  in  the  closest  retirement,  and  is  indisposed  to  take  any  further  part  in 
politics. 

I  am,  Slc, 

PORTER  C.  BLISS. 


Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Fish, 

(Foreign  Relations,  1875,  p.  874.) 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

MexicOf  February  26,  1875. 
Sir  :  *  ^  •  #  #  #  # 

The  long,  and,  for  Mexico,  profound  peace  which  the  country  has  enjoyed,  has  not 
fully  realized  the  natural  expectation  of  a  revival  of  business,  a  rapid  development  of 
industries,  and  an  era  of  prosperity.  For  the  past  two  years  the  leading  industry  of 
the  countrv,  silver-mining,  has  been  much  depressed,  many  of  the  mines  being  at 
present  only  nominally  worked,  among  which  is  that  of  the  largest  company  in  the 
republic,  the  **  Real  del  Monte,''  which  has  had  the  effect  to  leave  many  laborers 
without  employment.  There  is  a  general  complaint  in  mercantile  circles  of  a  lethargy 
and  dullness  in  trade.  There  has  been  a  repeated  delay  in  the  promised  construction 
of  railroads  to  the  interior,  to  the  Pacific,  and  to  the  American  frontier,  which  has 
been  the  greatest  industrial  demand  of  the  country.  Immigration  has  not  set  in,  as 
was  hoped,  with  the  restoration  of  peace  and  a  stable  government.  As  a  consequence, 
there  exists  with  many  a  feeling  of  disappointment,  and  with  others  a  spirit  of  rest- 
lessness, which,  to  some  observers  of  the  situation,  forebodes  pronunciamientosand  revo- 
lution ;  and  of  this  state  of  the  country  the  conservative,  or  church  party  has  been 
very  ready  to  take  advantage.  The  departure  of  the  Sisters  of  Charity,  and  the  "  pro- 
tests of  the  ladies,''  added  to  Pope  Pius's  denunciation  of  the  Mexican  laws  ot  reform, 
have  revived  much  of  the  old  religious  fanaticism  and  hatred  of  the  present  govern- 
ment, which  was  believed  to  be  dying  ont.  This  spirit  has  developed  itself  in  the 
number  and  strength  of  the  bandiUi  in  different  parts  of  the  repnblic  and  in  attacks 
upon  Protestant  churches  and  adherents.  Inappropriate  as  it  may  seem,  thn  rallyiiig- 
cry  and  professed  object  of  the  robber  bands  and  guerrillas  n  that  of  the  defense  of  the 
church.    These  bands,  whose  uiuubcrs  are  swelled   by   the  numerous  unemployed 
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laborers,  have  become  so  formidable  in  the  States  of  Miohoacan  and  Jalisco  as  to  give 
currency  to  the  report  of  au  organised  rerolation.  Bat,  in  view  of  the  recent  vigor- 
ous measures  ordered  by  the  authorities,  it  is  anticipated  that  these  bands  will  soon 
be  suppressed  or  scattered.  Freqnenfi  notices  of  outrages  upon  Protestaut  cougrega- 
tions  or  individuals  appear  in  the  daily  papers,  or  are  reported  to  the  superintendents 
of  missions  in  this  city. 

The  common  remark  is  that  the  country  was  more  prosperous  in  the  times  of  revo- 
lution than  in  these  days  of  peace.  The  army  then  gavB  employment  to  the  idle 
laborers,  their  nubsistenoe  occasioned  a  large  expenditure  of  money,  and  their  move- 
ment created  life  and  animation.  The  people,  accustomed  to  war  and  changes  of  gov- 
ernment, became  restless  under  the  present  comparatively  long  peace.  But  the  ad- 
ministration of  Mr.  Lerdo  is  impre-sed  with  the  necessity  to  the  nation  of  a  continu- 
ance of  peace,  satisfied  that  under  its  influence,  in  time,  the  republic  will  experience 
encb  a  revival  of  business,  mining,  and  agricultural,  and  manufacturing  interest  as  will 
give  the  country  an  era  of  prosperity  never  before  enjoyed,  and  it  will  be  snccessful 
in  repressing  outbreaks  so  long  as  the  army  remains  faithful.  The  last  official  report 
places  its  strength  at  23,000,  and  it  is  better  armed,  equipped,  and  disciplined  than  in 
any  former  period  in  the  history  of  the  country.  As  I  close  hiy  dispatch  there  are 
rumors  of  a  threatened  pronnnciamiento,  and  of  the  discovery  of  a  plot,  the  chief  in- 
stigator of  which  was  General  Rocha,  division  general  and  commander  of  the  federal 
troops  in  this  capital,  which  had  for  its  object  the  deposition  of  President  Lerdo. 
While  there  has  been  some  basis  for  the  rumors,  the  conspiracy  does  not  appear  to  have 
bad  any  definite  organization  or  well-settled  plan,  and  the  executive  authority  was 
not  greatly  endangered  by  it.  It  is  doubtless  sufficiently  grave,  however,  to  require 
the  removal  of  Geueral  Rocha  from  bis  command. 

Within  the  liberal  party  there  are  no  differences  of  principles  sufficiently  marked 
upon  which  to  organize  an  armed  opposition  to  tbe  present  administration.  It  could 
only  be  of  a  personal  character,  without  justification  or  palliation.  Revolution  at 
present  can  be  organized  only  upon  a  reactionary  basis,  and  that  ^oes  not  appear 
probable. 

I  am,  &c.,  JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 


Mr,  Foeter  to  Mr,  Fish. 

(Foreign  Relations,  1875,  p.  913.) 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico ,  Mai^  4,  1875. 

Sib:  Tbe  guerrilla  bands  of  the  State  of  Michoacan,  which  have  been  reported  in  my 
previous  difipatcheson  the  situation  of  the  country,  are  still  able  to  maintain  their  exist- 
ence and  organization,  notwithstanding  the  repea>ed  reports,  sent  by  the  officers  of  the 
army  engaged  in  their  suppression,  of  their  defeatf  and  dispersion.  In  addition  to 
thei<e,  guerrilla  or  robber  bands,  more  or  Ifss  formidable,  are  in  tbe  States  of  Morelos, 
Queretaro,  Guannjuato,  Jalisco,  and  Sinaloa,  and  the  disturbance  of  peace  and  order  is 
at  present  gr^'ater  than  at  any  time  during  the  past  two  years.  The  stage-coach  from 
this  city  to  Queretaro,  carrying  the  public  mails,  was  captured  and  robbed  by  a  band 
of  two  hundred  men  on  the  20th  ultimo,  and  three  of  the  passengers  were  taken  out 
and  shot  in  cold  blood,  one  of  whom  was  a  member  of  tbe  present  Congress.  The 
occurrence  has  caused  a  profound  seusation  in  this  capital,  and  the  government  is  using 
vigorous  measures  to  capture  and  punish  the  outlaws,  but  up  to  this  date  without 
success. 

The  Federal  Congress  is  still  in  session,  without  any  exciting  topics  or  discussions, 
being  chiefly  engaged  in  considering  the  financial  budget  for  the  coming  year. 

It  nas  re-enacted  the  summary  law  on  the  punishment  of  highway  robbery  and  kid- 
naping for  another  year. 

I  am,  &c.,  JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 


Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  FUh, 

(Foreign  Relations,  1875,  p.  021.) 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexicoy  May  25, 1875. 

Sir:  In  my  recent  dispatches  npon  the  political  situation,  I  have  referred  to  the  ex- 
istence of  guerrilla  bands  in  dififerent  States  of  the  repub  ic,  the  disturbed  condition  of 

4  A 
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the  conntry,  and  the  general  feeling  of  uncertainty  and  insecnrity  prevailing.  I  have, 
however,  bad  faith  in  the  ability  of  the  government,  through  the  ordinary  operations 
of  the  national  army  and  tiie  8tate  guards,  which  latter  were  quite  numerous  and 
regularly  organized,  to  put  down  all  serious  attempts  at  revolution,  and  witbiu  a  rea- 
sonable time  to  exterminate  the  bandits.  But  a  much  more  grave  aspect  was  placed 
upon  the  situation  by  application,  qu  the  18th  instant,  of  the  Executive  to  Congress  to 
revive  the  laws  iu  force  during  the  general  revolution  of  1871-72,  conferring  upon  the 
President  ''extraordinary  faculties''  in  finance  and  war,  and  suspending  some  of  the 
constitutional  personal  guarantees.  This  is  a  speciedof  legislation  quite  common  in 
the  Mexican  system  of  government,  but  is  never  resorted  to  except  in  the  face  of  an 
alarming  revolution,  or  at  least  under  the  pretext  of  great  danger  to  the  nation.  Its 
objectionable  features,  in  a  republican  p>iut  of  view,  are  that  it  suspends  the  legisla- 
tive power,  and  makes  the  Executive  a  dictator  to  the  extent  of  the  powers  granted. 

As  the  administration  of  Mr.  Lerdo  had  thus  far  been  marked  with  a  greater  degree 
of  i)eace  and  order,  and  a  greater  regard  for  the  constitution,  the  laws,  and  the  normal 
methods  of  government  than  any  prdvious  administration  in  the  history  of  the  country, 
it  was  hoped  that  the  republic  had  emancipated  itself  from  the  revolutionary  and  dis- 
organizing spirit,  and  that  a  return  to  the  exercise  of  *' extraordinary  faculties"  by 
the  Executive  would  be  unnecessary. 

The  application  of  the  Executive  to  Congress  seems  to  show  that  my  representations 
of  the  political  situation  of  the  country  have  not  been  too  serious.  '  I  inclose  herewith 
an  official  copy  and  translation  of  the  *' initiative  "of  theministerof  the  inferior,  pro- 
posing the  revival  of  the  laws  referred  to,  and  giving  the  reasons  of  the  Executive  f^r 
making  the  application. 

It  has  already  been  favorably  reported  by  the  committee  to  which  it  was  referred, 
and  no  doubt  is  entertained  of  its  passage  by  Congress  before  its  adjournment  on  the 
3l8t  instant.  * 
I  am,  &.C., 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 


ilfr.  Foiter  to  Mr.  FUh, 

(Foreign  Relations,  1876,  p.  391.) 

Legation  of  thb  Unitkd  States, 

Mexico,  Ftbruary  2,  1876. 

Sir  :  The  conntry  continnes  in  much  the  same  condition  as  reported  in  the  last  dis- 

} latches  upon  current  events.  Disorders  and  local  revolutionary  movements  are  preva- 
eut  in  different  portions  of  the  republic,  but  they  have  not  been  able  to  make  head 
against  the  federal  troops,  being  driven  from  the  field,  and  scattered  wherever  they  con- 
gregate in  any  considerable  numbers,  in  many  cases  to  gather  again  in  the  mountains 
to  repeat  their  petty  depredation^  upon  defenseless  towns  and  travelers.  The  disor- 
ders in  the  State  of  MicboacHn,  noticed  in  the  previons  dispatches,  still  continue,  but 
do  not  appear  to  have  gathered  strength,  although  the  governmeut  has  thus  far  not 
been  ab^e  to  sujipress  them.  General  Escobedo,  division  commander,  wa.s  sent  to  that 
locolity  more  than  two  months  ago  to  direct  the  movements  of  the  federal  forces,  but 
the  guerrilla  warfare  is  still  carried  on  with  abont  the  same  results  as  heretofore,  the 
rugsred  nature  of  the  country  making  it  very  difficult  to  put  an  end  to  it. 

The  discontented  and  revolutionary  elements  in  the  coontry  have  apparently  been 
operating  without  any  system  or  concert  of  action,  but  recently  there  appears  to  have 
been  something  of  concentration  npon  General  Porflrio  Diaz,  the  leader  of  the  nnsnc- 
cessful  revolt  against  President  Juarez  in  1871-72.  He  was  a  mt^mber  of  the  last 
Congress,  and  has  recenily  been  residing  in  this  capital ;  and  it  is  alleged  that  the  ad- 
ministration made  overtures  to  him  a  few  months  ago  to  accept  a  foreign  appointment, 
which  he  rejected. 

In  December  last  ho  left  the  country  and  went  to  New  Orleans  and  thence  to 
Brownsville,  Tex.,  and  is  now  reported  as  on  the  American  side  of  the  Rio  Grande, 
in  communication  with  revolutionary  leaders  iu  Mexico,  concocting  a  rising  against 
the  present  government. 

It  may  be  of  interest  to  notice  that  before  the  close  of  the  last  session  of  Congress 
in  December,  the  minister  of  finance  stated  that  he  expected  to  provide  in  the  next 
budget  of  appropriations  for  a  compliance  with  the  terms  of  the  treaty  with  the 
United  States  in  relation  to  claims,  anticipating  a  balance  against  Mexico,  which 
would  require  an  annual  appropriation  of  $'100,000. 

I  am,  &c., 

'  JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 
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Mr,  Foster  to  Mr.  Fish, 

(Foreign  Relations,  187G,  p.  394.) 

*  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  March  SW,  1876. 

Sir:  I  transmit  herewith  an  article  and  translation  thereof  from  the  Daily  Federal - 
ista,  one  of  the  leading  newspapers  of  this  citji  upon  the  present  commercial  and 
political  condition  of  Mexico. 

This  gloomy  and  nnfavorahle  vi<)w  of  aflfairs  is  qnite  commonly  entertained,  espec- 
ially in  commercial  circles,  throughout  the  country. 
I  am,  &G.. 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 


[From  the  Daily  Federalista^  Mexico,  March  S4, 1876.— TranslatioD.] 

tue  crisis  in  silver. 

Something  more  terrible  than  the  revelation  should  occupy  the  attention  of  Mexi- 
cans at  present.  The  enormous  fall  which  the  price  of  silver  has  had  lately  in 
European  markets  is  a  lively  topic  which  is  given  to  all  Mexican  capitalists,  to  com- 
merce in  general,  and,  it  may  even  be  said,  to  all  the  nation.  The  vital. strength  of 
the  country  finds  itself  seriously  embarrassed ;  all  know  that  the  mines  are  what  sus- 
tain iu  Mexico  the  commercial  movement  with  foreign  ports,  inasmuch  as  the  agri- 
cultural and  industrial  exportatious  arejnsufficient  to  bring  to  our  markets  the  nec- 
essary goods.  Therefore  it  is  easy  now  to  foresee  the  time  when  the  greater  part  of 
the  mines  may  have  to  suspend  all  work  because  of  their  not  produoing  sufficient  to 
pay  for  operating  them,  except  in  exceptional  bonanzas. 

On  the  introduction  of  the  American  trade-dollar,  which  competes  with  our  eagles, 
the  monetary  contracts  made  in  Europe  have  co-operated  with  the  discovery  of  pro- 
digiously rich  mines  in  the  American  far  West  to  the  depreciation  of  silver.  As  the 
first  result  of  this  crisis  the  Mexican  dollar  loses  its  value,  bullion  is  depreciated,  ex- 
change on  Europe  tends  to  a  formidable  advance,  transactions  become  difficult,  the 
price  of  gold  rises  rapidly,  exportatious  diminish,  importations  cdst  more,  many  houses 
will  close,  and  foreign  goods  will  become  unusually  scarce. 

If  Mexico  wishes  to  resist  this  prospect  of  ruin  which  threatens  her,  it  is  necessary 
that  national  industries  profit  witnoat  delay  by  this  state  of  things,  and  that  the  inter- 
ested parties  introduce  in  these  industries,  at  any  cost  and  without  delay,  the  perfec- 
tions which  may  give  to  their  products  the  qualities  which  they  lack  ;  that  Agriculture 
be  stimulated ;  that  Congress  endeavor  to  secure  the  immigration  so  many  times  prom- 
ised and  frustrated  or  opposed ;  that  invested  capital  search  among  mining-works  for 
objects  less  subject  than  silver  to  those  depreciatious  which  are,  perhaps,  determinate, 
such  as  gold,  platinum,  quicksilver,  iron,  lead,  copper,  aod  coal. 

But  what  a  sad  future  awaits  us.  When  a  sudden  catastr<fphe  threatens  to  dry  the 
principal  fountain  of  our  public  riches,  certain  party  men,  who  constitute  themselves 
of  their  own  accord  political  regenerators,  put  the  country  into  a  disastrous  confla- 
gration, add  the  evils  of  fratricidal  war  to  those  which  rapidly  come  upon  us  on  account 
of  our  disunion,  and,  without  caring  for  other  than  ephemeral  and  personal  questions, 
shed  human  blood  in  torrents,  and  drain  the  forces  which  are  so  much  needed  in  order 
to  counteract  the  enormous  pressure  of  the  financial  crisis. 

For  us,  the  future  of  Mexico  cannot  be  more  gloomy.  If  civil  contests,  eternal  ob- 
stacles to  progress  aod  prosperity,  do  not  soon  have  an  end,  it  will  be  impossible  to 
attend  in  time  to  curing  the  evils  which  threaten  us;  none  of  the  remedies  to  which 
it  is  yet  feasible  to  resort  can  be  employed,  and  to  our  present  misery  and  poverty  new 
causes  of  political  and  social  degeneration  will  be  added.  Mexico,  now  almost  iu  the 
last  place  of  civilized  nations,  being  inferior  to  all  those  of  £uroi>e  and  to  a  large  part 
of  those  of  America  (as  the  United  States,  Brazil,  Chili,  the  Argentine  Republic,  Pern, 
and  Uruguay),  to  the  English  colonies  and  other  regions  of  Asia,  Oceanica,  and  Af- 
rica, will  tend  more  and  more  toward  barbarism,  and  if  she  already  has  so  little  im- 
portance in  the  assembly  of  nations,  she  will  cease  completely  to  have  any. 

And  we  have  deserved  it.    It  has  been  our  lot  to  possess  the  most  rich  and  fertile 
soil  of  the  earth,  and  we  are  unworthy  of  that  privilege.    Let  us  continue  as  at  pres- 
ent, and  the  day  will  come  in  which  we  will  have  to  cede  our  rights  to  the  country  to 
men  more  skillful,  worthy,  and  cultivated.    Sad  truth,  but  the  truth. 
For  God's  sake,  let  us  avert  these  dangers. 
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Extract  from  Ihe  address  of  President  Lerdo  to  the  National  Congress  of  MexicOj  April  1, 

1876. 

(Foreign  Relations,  1876,  p.  395.) 

4 

In  internal  affaire  there  is  to  be  lamented  the  fact  that  the  pablic  peace  in  certain 
localities  has  been  dibturbed.  This  occurred  jast  when  it  was  possible  to  assnre  the 
pnblic  that  the  bands  existing  in  Micboacan  for  a  year  past  wem  destroyed  to  sncb  au 
extent  that  the  events  in  other  places  have  not  been  6u£Bcient  np  to  the  present  time 
to  revive  them. 

With  some  exceptions,  the  same  persons  who  have  already  taken  part  in  various 
other  distarbances  of  the  pnblio  order  figure  among  the  revolntionistStf  Neither  laws 
uf  amnesty  for  past  acts,  nor  the  full  eujoyment  of  social  rights  and  guarantees,  nor 
even  the  kindness  with  which  they  have  frequently  been  treat«d,  have  been  sufficient 
to  restrain  them  from  seeking  to  place  themselves  above  the  laws. 

The  government  has  not  only  a  strict  duty  to  perform  in  combating  the  rebellion 
nnder  all  circumstances,  but  it  has  also  a  firm  conviction  that  the  time  has  passed  in 
which  those  who  appealed  to  the  force  of  arms  could  prevail,  a  conviction  in  favor  of 
respeciing  the  laws  being  now  general,  as  also  the  good  disposition  of  the  laboring  and 
respectable  citizens,  who  know  how  to  appreciate  the  benefits  tof  peace  obtained 
through  the  enjoyment  of  a  just  liberty.  With  the  efficient  aid  of  the  representatives 
of  the  people  and  the  co-operation  of  the  State  authorities,  it  will  be  possible  in  a 
short  time  to  repress  the  recent  disturbances,  as  has  been  lately  done  in  certain  placec, 
by  the  discipline,  the  val^r,  and  loyalty  of  the  national  army,  which  has  given  so  many 
proofs  of  its  republican  virtues. 

The  executive  has  demonstrated  his  desire  to  use  as  little  as  possible  the  power 
which  Congress  thought  proper  to  concede  to  him.  In  regard  to  supplying  men  for  the 
ainiy,  far  from  its  increase,  he  resolved  upon  its  diminution,  and  had  commenced  to 
carry  it  into  effect  when  the  insurrection  of  the  Sierra  of  Oaxaca  occurred,  which  was 
developed  from  incidental  causes.  In  respect  to  public  expenses,  notwithstanding 
their  considerable  increase  in  order  to  combat  the  revolutionists  of  Micboacan  during 
one  year,  by  means  of  strict  economy  the  idea  of  new  contributions  was  not  enter- 
tained until  circumstances  made  the  imposition  of  a  tax  inevitable,  which  it  was 
sought  to  make  just  in  its  basis  and  in  the  manner  of  collecting  it. 

In  spite  of  the  obstacles  occasioned  by  circumstances,  improvements  of  public  in- 
terest already  commenced  have  been  carried  on  as  far  as  said  obstacles  would  permit. 
Care  has  likewise  been  taken  to  give  attention  as  far  as  possible  to  the  different 
branches  of  the  pnblic  service. 

The  constant  conduct  of  the  government  has  been  well  known,  protecting  the  exer- 
cise of  every  liberty  and  respecting  all  opinions.    It  can  be  affirmed  rhat  t^e  amission 
of  ideas,  especially  by  the  press,  has  never  bad  greater  freedom.     With  the  firm  par- 
pose  of  complying  with  the  laws,  and  of  causing  them  to  he  obeyed,  the  government 
will  omit  no  means  whatever  which  may  have  for  their  object  the  protection  of  the  lib- 
erty of  the  people  in  the  legitimate  exercise  of  all  their  rights. 


Mr,  Foster  to  Mr.  Fish, 

(Foreign  Relations,  1876,  p.  396.) 

Legation  ok  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  April  22, 1876. 

SiK :  The  revolution  has  steadily  increased  since  the  date  of  my  last  dispatch  on 

current  events  and  is  to-day  stronger  than  at  any  time  since  its  commencement. 

•  •  ••  ••  ••• 

General  Porfirio  Diaz,  the  chief  leader  of  the  revolution,  crossed  over  from  Texas 
into  Mexico  the  latter  part  of  March,  and  issued  a  new  or  modified  *^  plan,"  in  which 
it  is  proposed  that  after  the  deposition  of  President  Lerdo  by  the  success  of  the  revo- 
lution, the  chief-justice  of  the  supreme  court  and  ex  officio  vice-president  shall  act  as 
president  ad  interim  until  a  new  election  is  held,  provided  the  chief-justice  shall,  with- 
in a  specified  time,  signify  his  assent  to  this  plan.  Mr.  Iglesias,  the  chief-justice,  im- 
mediately after  the  publication  of  the  plan  in  the  newspapere  of  this  city,  wrote  a 
letter  to  the  official  journal  rejecting  this  and  all  other  revolutionary  projects,  declar- 
ing his  determination  to  observe  strictly  the  constitution. 

On  the  2d  instant  General  Diaz  captured  Matamoros,  on  the  Rio  Grande,  almost 
without  a  struggle,  the  greater  portion  of  the  garrison  accepting  his  cause.  This  is 
the  most  important  success  yet  gained  by  the  revolutionists,  as  it  gives  thf  m  the  key 
to  the  frontier,  and  also  enables  them  to  obtain  arms  and  military  supplies  from  abroad 
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Tbe  presence  of  General  Diaz  in  the  coantry  and  this  snccess  have  greatly  encoaraged 
the  pronnnciado9  elsewhere. 

The  railroad  between  this  city  and  Vera  Crnz  has  been  destroyed  at  different  points 
by  the  revolution i8t«,  and  tratlic  has  been  practically  suspended  for  more  than  one 
month  past.  Mail  commauication  between  these  cities  is  uncertain  and  difficult,  as 
also  with  a  great  portion  of  the  country.  The  diligences  are  detained  and  robbed  in 
all  directions,  and  travel  throughout  the  country  is  greatly  interrupted  and  dangerous. 

The  work  on  the  Central  Railroad  to  the  interior  has  been  suspended  on  account  of 
the  political  troubles ;  the  commerce  and  all  industries  are  greatly  embarrassed. 

4^  •  «  *  «  «  • 

I  am,  ^c. 

JOHN  W,  FOSTER. 


jtfr.  Faster  to  Mr.  Fish. 

(Foreign  Relations,  1876,  p.  402.) 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  May  26, 1876. 

StK:  General  Cortina,  who  has  been  a  prisoner  on  parole  in  this  city  for  some  months 
past,  has  recently  escaped  and  Joined  the  revolutionists.  In  the  present  disturbed 
stare  of  the  country,  it  is  to  be  feared  that  he  may  return  to  the  Rio  Grande  frontier 
and  again  become  a  source  of  annoyance  to  the  Texas  border. 

I  inclose  a  copy  and  translation  of  his  pronunciamieoto,  dated  at  a  village  within 
five  miles  of  this  city. 
I  am,  <&c., 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 


flnclosare.— TraoalAtion.l 
CORTINA'S  PRONUNCIAMIENTO. 

OEN.  JOHN  N.  CORTINA  TO  THE  NATION. 

FRLLOW-CITIZEN6 :  Ten  months  ago  the  despotic  government  of  D.  Sebastian  Lerdo 
de  Tejada  tore  me  from  my  home,  where  I  lived  quietly  at  the  side  of  my  family,  avail- 
ing itself,  for  this  purpose,  of  mean  and  miserable  calumnies,  which,  desiring  to  give  a 
varnish  of  legality  to  an  act  really  unauthorized  by  law,  the  government  itself  put  in 
circulation.  Six  months  I  was  in  prison  in  the  capital  of  the  republic,  pending  the  in- 
vestigations which  were  being  instituted,  and  from  which  the  government  could  not 
do  less  than  desist,  convinced  of  the  fruitless  result  of  its  perverse  machinations. 

The  trial  being  abandoned,  I  was  taken  out  of  'prison,  the  minister  of  war  ordering 
me  to  remain  in  the  capital,  where  I  spent  thrne  months  more,  subject  to  an  excessive 
Hurveillance  from  the  police,  and  with  the  restriction  that  I  should  not  go  even  a  league 
from  the  city.    . 

This  nnJdstifSable  excess  of  arbitrary  acts  exercised  against  me  had  no  other  origin 
than  the  caprice  of  the  government,  which,  knowing  my  integrity,  understood  that  it 
could  at  no  time  rely  upon  me  to  make  me  its  accomplice  in  the  efforts  for  tlie  re-elec- 
tion to  which  it  aspires  with  eutire  disregard  of  the  unanimous  will  of  the  people,  who 
reject  it. 

Now  that  I. have  succeeded  in  freeing  myself  from  the  clutches  of  the  tyrant  and  in 
regaining  my  liberty,  I  earnestly  protest  before  the  nation  against  the  outrages  com- 
mitted upon  my  person  by  the  arbitrary  government  of  Sebastian  Lerdo  de  Tejada, 
and  I  assure  you  also  that  I  will  be,  as  ever,  the  defender  of  the  guarantees  which  the 
constitution  of '57  concedes  to  the  people,  and  which  the  plan  of  Tuxtepec,.  proclaimed 
by  the  well-merited  citizen,  Gen.  Porfirio  Diaz,  seeks  to  make  effective,  which  plan 
I  accept  and  second  in  all  its  part",  and  will  defend  at  all  cost. 

I  invite,  in  the  name  of  the  public  libnrties,  all  Mexicans  who  love  their  institutions, 
and  who  in  other  times  have  fought  with  me  in  defense  of  liberty,  to  rally  around  the 
flag  which  is  unfurled  by  the  well-merited  General  Portirio  Diaz,  because  it  is  the  sym- 
bol of  the  constitution  of  '57,  under  whose  shade  alone  can  be  given  to  the  people  of 
Mexico  a  truly  republican  government. 

Viva  la  constitucion  de'57 !  Viva  el  Cuidadano  General  Porfirio  Diaz,  su  defensor. 

Free  snffrage  and  the.  constitution. 

AzcAPOTZALCO,  May  18,  l'i7U. 

JUAN  N.  CORTINA, 
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Mr,  FoBter  to  Mr,  Fuh, 

(Foreign  Relations,  1876,  p.  403.) 

Legation  of  thb  UxrrEi>  States, 

Mexico,  May  *a,  ld7& 

Sir  :  Within  the  past  week  the  military  operations  have  all  resulted  favorably  for 
the  government. 

On  the  19th  instant  an  important  engagement  occnrred  between  the  insurgents  and 
federal  troops  at  Tepeapnlco,  io  the  Slate  of  Hidalgo,  in  which  the  former  were 
defeated  and  ooe  of  their  most  active  generals,  Rodriguez  Bocardo,  was  killed. 

Under  date  of  the  19th  instarit,  General  Escobedo  telegraphed  the  minister  of  war 
that  Matauioros  had  been  abandoned  by  the  forces  of  General  Porfirio  Diaz,  and  on  the 
20th  instant  General  Fnero  refKirted  an  engagement  with  Diaz  and  other  insurgent 
chiefs,  with  a  complete  defeat  of  the  latter.  These  engagements  on  the  northern  fron- 
tier satisfy  the  government  that  the  threatened  danger  in  that  quarter  has  entirely 
disappeared. 

On  the  2IM  instant  Cnemavaca,  the  capital  of  the  State  of  Moreloe,  was  attacked  by 
a  considerable  force  of  revolutionists,  and  it  was  repulsed  and  driven  to  the  mountains. 
The  State  of  Vera  Cniz,  which  was  a  short  time  ago,  in  greater  part,  in  possession  of 
the  insurgents,  is  now  mainly  occupied  by  the  gov«mmeut  troop;<,  including  the  capi- 
tal, Jalapa.  Railroad  communication  between  this  city  and  Vera  Cruz  has  b«!en 
restored. 

These  events  have  greatly  encouraged  the  government  and  strengthened  its  adher- 
ents, who  claim  for  it  an  early  triumph  over  the  revolution.  . 
I  am,  t&c 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 


Mr,  Foster  to  Mr,  Fish. 

(Foreign  Relations,  1876,  p.  407.)  ' 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  Juljf  15,  1876. 

Sir:  *  •  •  •  It  is  currently  reported  that  the  leader  of  the  revolution.  General 
Portirio  Diaz,  who  had  been  defeated  on  the  Kio  Grande  by  the  forces  of  General  Eh- 
col>edo,  having  recrossed  into  the  United  States  and  taken  passage  in  disgaiHe  ou  the 
steamer  of  thn  Alexander  Hue  at  New  Orleans,  landed  at  Vera  Cruz  on  the  27th  nltinio, 
and  Joined  the  revolutionists  in  that  State  in  safety ;  but  up  to  the  present  date  he  has 
made  no  military  movement  indicating  the  truth  of  the  report,  or  of  his  presence 
among  his  adherents. 

Within  the  past  few  days  the  government  forces  have  achieved  a  number  of  succes- 
ses. A  considerable  band  of  revolutionists  under  General  Donato  Gnerra  has  been 
defeated  in  the  State  of  Jalisco;  and  the  defeat  and  capture  of  Trev'no,  the  chief  of 
the  pronunciados  in  Nuevo  Leon,  is  reported.  On  yesterday  an  engag«*nieut  occurred 
near  Cordova,  resulting  in  the  defeat  and  capture  of  General  Fideucio  Hernandez,  the 
leader  of  the  revolutionists  of  the  State  of  Oaxaca. 
I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 


ISxtraot  from  the  address  of  President  Lerdo  to  the  National  Congress  of  Mexico,  September 

16, 1876. 

(Foreign  Relations,  1876,  p.  413.) 

It  is  pleasing  t-o  be  able  t-o  manifest  to  Congress  that  our  modest  representation  in 
the  Exposition  of  Philadelphia  has  been  duly  appreciated,  surpassing  what  might  have 
l>een  expected  owing  to  the  difficulties  of  our  situation.  If  Mexico  has  not  sent  to  the 
Exposition  all  that  we  might  have  desired,  nor  that  which  under  ordinary  circum- 
stances could  have  been  sent,  at  least  there  have  been  presented  in  it  a  few  of  the 
evidences  of  our  social  advancement,  of  our  industry,  and  of  our  valuable  natural  pro- 
ducts, thus  sti  Ululating  the  greater  development  of  our  export'  commerce,  of  our  agri- 
ooltare,  and  of  our  national  industry. 
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The  inability  to  stiite  on  this  important  occasion,  aa  in  former  epochs,  tbat  peace  is 
asaarefl  thron^hont  the  whole  extent  of  the  republic  is  to  be  ref^retted.  Nevertheless, 
some  consolation  for  so  great  a  calamity  is  foand  in  being  able  to  inform  Congress  that 
all  guarantees  have  been  respt^sted,  that  the  most  abeolnte  liberty  has  existed  in  every 
sense  without  limit,  and  that  the  repressive  laws,  notwithstanding  the  dang<^rs  of  the 
sitnation,  have  not  been  practically  applied,  except  in  very  rare  cases  and  with  full 
jastiee. 

The  disastrous  consequences  of  civil  war.  so  sad  for  society,  the  forces  of  which  are 
completely  enervated,  and  so  injurious  to  the  ))iiblic  atlmiuistratiou,  whose  elements 
and  resources,  at  all  times  insufficient,  are  diminished  in  a  great  measure  by  the  dis- 
turbance of  order  at  the  same  time  that  its  necessities  are  multiplied,  are  to  be  de- 
plored. 

The  financial  question  has  at  all  times  been  one  of  those  which  have  mort  serionsly 
occupied  the  attention  of  the  administration.  Although  it  was  far  from  being  resolved 
in  former  years,  by  a  series  of  administrative  measures  and  with  the  aid  of  Congress, 
a  positive  advance  leading  to  the  important  object  of  regulating  the  expenses  Of  the 
administration,  equalizing  the  receipts  and  disbursements,  had  been  secured. 

These  hopes  have  been  postponed  by  the  rebellion,  as  has  been  the  accomplishment 
of  many  internal  improvements.  Nevertheless,  the  efforts  of  the  executive  to  pre- 
serve some  works  of  public  utility,  and  to  continue  as  far  as  possible  others,  are  well 
known.  The  telegraph-lines  that  extend  over  the  territory  of  the  repnblic,  and  which 
are  as  useful  for  the  administrative  service  as  necessary  to  commerce  and  all  social 
relations,  have  beeo  under  constaut  repaii  in  some  places,  and  completely  replaced  in 
others. 

During  the  times  of  trial  for  the  Mexican  nation  is  when  the  qualities  of  her  sons 
are  elevated.  Acknowledgment  is  due  to  the  valor,  discipline,  and  civic  virtues  of  the 
army,  tbat  with  abnegation  and  patriotism,  struggling  with  discomforts  of  the  season, 
and  at  times  without  the  necessary  elements,  has  loyally  complied  with  its  duty,  hold- 
ing high  the  banner  of  our  republican  institntions,  and  making  a  true  religion  of  the 
respect  which  all  of  us  owe  to  the  law.  It  has  been  seconded  in  thia  noble  task  by  the 
corps  of  the  rural  police,  with  a  constancy,  activity,  and  valor  indeed  laudable. 

The  present  rebellion  is  the  same  that  has  been  combated  and  conquered  in  former 
years.  The  foreign  intervention  having  been  defeated  and  the  republic  restored,  our 
institntions  remained  assured,  with  all  the  principles  established  with  them.  Since 
then  the  cause  of  the  disturbers  has  been  simply  thai  of  satisfy  in«;  personal  ambitions; 
at  times  tvithoat  mask,  and  at  others  disguised  in  the  garments  of  tt^e  constitution, 
they  have  been  for  eight  years  trying  to  destroy  it,  breaking  every  social  tie,  trampling 
npon  all  legitimate  interests,  and  perpetrating  offenses  that  can  never  be  justified  in 
the  eyes  of  the  civilized  world,  not  even  by  the  necessities  of  the  time. 

Fortunately  the  nation,  that  loves  the  institntions  she  has  created,  and  that  relies 
on  them  to  assure  her  future,  will  know  how  to  preserve  tliem  without  a  stain.  The 
present  rebellion  has  been  successfully  combated — it  being  impossible  to  doubt  its 
termination — by  the  general  good  disposition  of  the  people,  who  condemn  it.  The 
executive  being  guided  by  these  sentiments,  and  relying  on  the  co-operation  of  all 
good  Mexicans,  will  continue  to  make  ever^'  effort  to  insure  a  solid  and  permanent 
p  Mice. 

It  is  very  satisfactory  that  you  again  unite,  citizen  deputies  and  senators,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  resolving  upou,  with  yonr  iJatriotic  z^al  and  enlightened  legislation,  whatever 
may  be  necessary  for  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  republic 


Mr,  Foster  to  Mr.  FUh. 

(Foreign  Relations,  1877,  p.  376.) 

Legation  of  the  Unitkd  States, 

MexicOf  November  11, 1876. 

SiK  :  During  the  past  two  weeks  the  political  condition  of  the  country  has  assumed 
a  more  serious  aspect  than  at  any  time  since  the  revolution  now  in  progress  began,  in 
January  last.  Mr.  Richardson  in  legation  dispa^eh  No.  453,  of  October  28,  gave  infor- 
mation of  the  extension  by  Congress  of  the  *' extraordinary  faculties'*  which  have 
been  exercised  by  the  President,  embracing  a  suspension  of  individual  guarantees,  and 
of  the  free<lom  of  the  press;  and  also  of  the  declaration  by  the  Chamber  of  Deputies 
of  the  re  election  of  the  President  and  its  promulgation  by  solemn  and  public  procla- 
mation; and  he  also  alloded  to  the  reported  action  of  the  president  of  the  supreme 
court,  the  Hon.  Jos<$  M.  Iglesias,  in  opposition  to  the  decree  of  the  Chamber  of  Depu- 
ties. 
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Od  the  30th  of  October  the  legiBlatnre  and  governor  of  the  State  of  OtiMiiJa»to 
passed  aud  published  a  decree  rejeotiag  aud  disowniog  President  Lerdo,  and  recogniz- 
ing Mr.  Iglesias  as  the  constitutional  and  provisional  President  of  the  republic,  and  on 
the  day  following  Mr.  Iglesias  was  received  iu  the  city  of  Guanajuato  by  the  State 
authorities,  the  event  being  attended  by  popular  demonstrations  of  approval. 
•  •••••• 

The  effect  of  these  acts  has  been  very  marked,  both  on  the  general  pnblio  and  on 
the  military  situation  of  the  country.  The  movement  of  General  Porfirio  I>iaz,  in  its 
inception  and  progress,  has  not  mec  with  the  hearty  approval  of  any  very  large  or 
respectable  body  of  the  public  men  of  the  country,  as  it  was  generally  regarded  by 
them  as  unwarranted  at  the  time  of  its  inauguration,  and  as  a  political  enterprise  of 
professional  revolutionists.  It  must,  however,  be  conceded  that  Mr.  Iglesias  and  the 
greater  portion  of  the  public  men  who  support  him,  have  been  distinguished  for  their 
attachment  to  constitutional  government  and  order  and  respect  for  law,  and  are  sin- 
cerely the  friends  of  republican  institutions.  However  much  Mr.  Iglesias's  present 
course  is  condemned  and  lamented,  he  is  generally  credited  with  honest  and  patriotic 
convictions,  freedom  from  the  suspicion  of  ambitions  designs  and  anytnteution  to  use 
his  attempted  provisional  assumption  of  the  Presidency  to  continue  in  that  position. 

Such  being  the  case,  his  course  has  bad  the  effect  to  greatly  strengthen  the  revolu- 
tionary spirit  in  all  parts  of  the  country.  There  has  been  no  official  anu<»uncement  of 
an  arrangement  or  understanding  between  the  party  of  Mr.  Iglesias  and  that  of  Gen- 
eral Diaz,  but  it  is  rumored  that  the  latter  has  given  his  adhesion  to  Mr.  Iglesias. 
However  this  may  be,  the  task  of  the  government  of  Mr.  Lerdo  in  suppressing  the 
revolution  has  increased  twofold.  General  Diaz  was,  at  last  advices,  still  in  the  State  of 
Puebla  with  a  considerable  force,  confronting  the  main  army  of  the  government.  The 
State  of  Guanajuato,  one  of  the  most  powerful  in  the  republic,  ba^  an  armed^nd  or- 
ganized State  guard  variously  estimated  at  from  three  to  five  thousand,  which  has  been 
placed  at  the  orders  of  Mr.  Iglesias's  minister  of  war.  To  meet  and  subdue  this  forr«, 
and  scatter  the  gathering  ^vernment  of  Iglesias,  the  detachments  of  the  federal 
army  in  the  central  or  interior  States  have  been  ordered  to  concentrate  and  march 
upon  Guanajuato. 

Meanwhile,  a  large  force  of  revolutionists  has  occupied  Apizaco,  at  the  junction  of 
the  Puebla  branch  with  the  main  line  of  railroad  from  this  city  to  Vera  Cruz,  thus 
cutting  off  the  capital  from  Vera  Cruz,  stopping  all  railroad  communication  whatever, 
and  isolating  the  main  federal  army.  The  strategic  importance  of  this  position 
is  doubtless  feKby  the  government,  and  it  is  reported  that  a  movement  is  now  on  foot 
to  repossess  this  point  and  the  line  of  railroad.  The  concentration  of  forces  for  this 
purpose  has  made  it  necessary  to  both  weaken  the  garrison  in  this  city  and  draw  in  all 
detachments  in  the  vicinity  of  this  valley,  which  has  exposed  all  the  neighboring 
towns  to  the  incursions  of  bauds  of  revolotionists,  and  they  have  even  approached 
very  near  to  the  city  gates. 

These  occdrrences  aud  the  evident  danger  in  which  the  government  of  Mr.  Lerdo  is 
placed,  have  caused  wide-spread  alarm  in  the  capital,  and  a  general  fear  that  an  up- 
rising of  the  lower  classes  of  malcontents  may  occur,  endangering  pnblio  order  and 
seonrity  to  property. 

But  in  the  midst  of  the  prevailing  distrust  and  alarm,  President  Lerdo  and  the  fed- 
eral authorities  appear  calm  and  determined  to  continue  in  the  exercise  of  what  they 
insist  is  the  constitutional  and  legal  administration  of  the  government;  and  they  claim 
confidence  in  its  ability  to  finally  triumph  over  the  united  enemy.  They  insist  that 
the  elections  have  in  all  respects  been  in  conformity  to  law,  and  with  the  full  freedom 
of  the  electors ;  that  Mr.  Lerdo  has  been  by  the  popular  voice  chosen  to  the  Presidency 
for  another  term  ;  that  to  yield  in  the  least  degree  to  the  revolutionary  spirit  is  to 
abandon  all  hope  of  constitutional  government  for  Mexico;  and  that  the  ))eace  and 
future  prosperity  of  the  country  can  be  secured  solely  by  the  maintenance  of  the 
present  administration. 

As  I  close  this  dispatch,  rumors  are  in  circulation  as  to  military  events  of  impor- 
tance, bnt  they  are  not  sufficiently  confirmed  to  be  noticed. 
I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER, 


Mr,  Foster  to  Mr,  Fish, 
(Foreign  Relations,  1877,  p.  380.) 

Lkoatiox  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  Notetuhtr  17,  1876. 

Sir:  Under  date  of  the  11th  instant,  iu  my  No.  457,1  gave  an  account  of  events 
preceding  and  attending  the  action  of  the  Hon.  Jos<S  M.  Iglesias,  president  of  the  eu- 
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prenie  court  and  ex  officio  Vice-President  of  the  republic,  in  pronouncing  against  tbe 
legality  of  tbe  ^oveninient  of  President  Lerdo,  and  bis  movement  to  establittb  a  pro^ 
visional  and  opposition  government  at  Guanajuato. 

These  events  created' quite  a  panic  in  this  city,  and  for  a  time  it  was  generally  be* 
lieved  that  tbe  government  of  Mr.  Lerdo  would  have  to  succumb,  at  an  early  day,  be- 
fore tbe  new  movement  The  situation  appeared  so  threatening  that  there  is  reason 
to  believe  that  certain  members  of  the  cabinet  of  the  administration  seriously  contem- 
plated tbe  contingency  of  the  abandonment  of  tbe  capital. 

But  tbe  condition  of  affairs  has  very  much  improved  for. tbe  government  during  the 
past  few  days,  and  a  greater  degree  of  contidence  prevails  as  to  its  ability  to  maintain 
Itself.    The  movement  of  Mr.  Iglesias  has  not  been  seconded  by^  any  of  the  States 
except  Gnanajnato  and  Qneretaro,  and  thus  far  comparatively  few  of  the  officers  or 
soldiers  of  tbe  federal  army  have  proven  unfaithful.    The  revolutionists  who  had  oc- 
copied  the  important  railroad  point  of  Apizaco,  at  the  approach  of  a  government 
force  abandoned  the  place  without  any  resistance  and  withdrew  to  tbe  mountains. 
Qneretaro,  which  had  been  occupied  by  the  Iglesias  forces,  his  also  been  al>andoned 
under  similar  circumstances.    An  important  engagement,  is  daily  anticipated  between 
the  government  and  Iglesian's  forctfs,  the  result  of  which  may  materially  change  the 
present  aspect  of  affairs.    But,  under  any  circumstances,  an  early  terniniation  of  the 
present  unfortunate  struggle  can  hardly  be  anticipat'Cd.    Even  should  Mr.  Lerdo  bo 
driven  from  the  seat  of  guvemnaent  by  the  uu favorable  result  of  military  m  )voment4, 
which  is  hardly  to  be  exx>ected,  neither  he  nor  his  friends  will  be  liicely  to  abandon 
the  struggle,  as  it  is  insisted  by  them  that  he  only  represents  the  legitimate  govern* 
ment  of  tbe  country,  and  that  he  cannot  consistently  and  with  honor  retire  from  his 
post,  or  omit  any  possible  effort  to  continue  the  constitutional  order  of  the  goveru- 
inent. 

No  public  or  authorized  announcement  has  been  made  as  to  an  arrangement  be* 
tween  Diaz  and  Iglesias,  the  leaders  of  the  two  separate  revolutionary  movements, 
although  it  is  claimed  that  such  is  the  case,  which  is  quite  probable.  Such  an  ar* 
rangement  will  most  likely  contain  a  provision  for  the  recognition  of  Iglesia;!  as  tbe 
provisional  president  and  Diaz  as  the  military  leader  of  the  revolution,  the  result  of 
which  would  lead,  in  the  event  of  tbe  triumph  of  the  movement,  to  Diaz*s  ultimate 
succession  to  tbe  Presidency,  and  the  complete  control  of  the  government  by  his  ad« 
berents. 

Communication  with  Vera  Croz  by  railroad  ctntinuas  suspended,  and  the  mails  are 
alow  and  unsafe.    I  therefore  send  this,  as  the  former  dispjitch,  by  private  messenger. 
I  am,  6LC,f 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 


ilfr.  Foiter  to  Mr.  Fish. 

(Foreign  Relations,  1877,  p.  381.) 

Legation  op  the  United  States.  . 

JHexicOf  November  2d,  1876. 

Sir  :  Tbe  news  of  the  defeat  of  tbe  federal  forces  under  General  Alstorre  on  the  16tb, 
by  GenerHl  Diaz,  the  revolutionary  lead(>r,  as  communicated  in  my  dispatch  No.  460, 
was  fully  confirmed  in  this  city  on  tbe  18tb  instant.    In  tbe  secret  session  of  Congress 
held  in  tbe  afternoon  of  that  day,  the  secretary  of  war  acknowlt^ilged  the  reverse,  but 
at  tbe  same  time  stated  that  tbe  government  bad  sufficient  resources  at  its  command 
to  resist  and  still  defeat  the  revolutionary  movement ;  that  only  a  portion  of  the  '*  army 
of  the  east"  (General  Alatorre's  command)  had  been  engaged  in  tbe  late  battle;  that 
five  thousand  troops  were  being  concentrated  in  Pnebla,  and  an  equal  number  in  this 
city ;  that  conbiderable  forces  were  in  the  State  of  Vera  Cruz  at  Orizaba,  tbe  city  of 
Vera  Cruz,  and  elsewhere ;  that  a  formidable  army  was  being  concentrated  in  tbe  in- 
terior to  frustrate  tbe  Iglesias  movement  in  Guam^nat^);  and  that  there  wai  no  cause 
to  de«p>iir  mi  the  final  triumph  of  tbe  constitutional  government. 

No  official  or  reliable  reports'  have  as  yet  been  published  of  tbe  battle  on  the  16th, 
at  Tecoac,  between  Generals  Alatorre  and  Diaz.  The  federal  forces  numl)ered  less 
than  three  thousand,  and  those  of  the  revolution ist-i  are  said  to  have  exceeJed  doable 
that  number.  The  Icilled  have  been  varioui^ly  reported  at  from  two  hundred  and  fifcy 
to  more  than  two  thousand,  but-  the  former  number  is  probably  not  far  frou;i  the  facts. 
General  Diaz  reports  the  capture  of  over'^fteeu  hundred  prisoners,  and  it  is  evident 
that  Alatorre's  army  was  pretty  nearly  destroyed,  except  a  detachment  of  cavalry  with 
which  tbe  commander  escaped  to  Pueiila. 

On  the  18th  instant)  as  one  of  the  effects  of  the  battle  of  Tecoac,  the  garrison  of 
Pnebla  " pronounced"  in  favor  of  the  revolution,  aid  the  governor  of  the  State  and 
8  number  of  federal  officers  took  refuge  in  the  city  of  Mdxlou,    Prep:irationi  hai  bjoa 
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coxnmencefl  on  tfa^  19th  instant  for  a  defense  of  this  city  by  fortifying  the  gates  and 
the  adoption  of  other  measures;  bnt  upon  the  receipt  of  the  news,  at  a  late  hoar  of 
the  day,  of  the  defection  and  loss  of  Paehla,  all  these  preparations  were  abandoned, 
and  on  the  morning  of  the  20th  it  became  evident  that  no  defense  would  be  made. 
Early  in  the  day  it  was  reported  that  at  a  coancil  of  the  President  and  his  friends, 
held  the  preceding  night  in  the  national  palace,  it  had  been  determined  that  farther 
resistance  in  this  city  to  the  approaching  victorions  army  woald  be  oueless.  The  rumor 
was  generally  circnlated  that  Mr.  Lerdo  intended  to  send  in  to  Congress  his  resignation 
of  the  office  of  President,  and  that  that  body  would  then,  in  accordance  with  the  con- 
stitutional provision  in  case  of  a  vacancy,  recognize  Mr.  Isrlesias,  the  president  of  the 
supreme  court,  as  provisional  president  of  the  republic.  Bat  on  the  asnemblingof  the 
Chamber  of  Deputies  at  four  o'clock  on  the  20th  instant,  Qeueral  Eicobedo,  the  min- 
ister of  war,  presented  himself  in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  the  President,  and  stated 
that  the  council  of  ministers  had  decided  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  President  to 
maintain  to  the  utmost  the  standard  of  legitimate  and  couittitutioaal  government,  and 
that  following  the  example  of  Juarez,  if  forced  to  leave  the  capital,  he  would,  if  neces- 
sary, sustain  it  in  the  remotest  corner  of  the  republic. 

During  the  day  great  excitement  and  wild  rnmoni  prevailed  throughout  the  city, 
and  it  became  apparent  that  the  President  and  his  friends  were  making  preparations 
to  abandon  the  capital.  The  day  and  night  passed  without  auy  disturb:ince  of  the 
peace,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  21st  instant  it  was  annouuced  that  Mr.  Lerdo,  ac- 
companied by  the  ministers  of  foreign  affairs,  of  war,  of  government,  and  finance,  had 
left  the  city  about  two  o'clock  in  the  morning.  He  was  also  accompanied  by  several 
senators  and  deputies  of  Congress,  the  governor  of  the  federal  district,  and  a  number 
of  personal  and  political  friends,  and  was  escorted  by  a  force  of  about  one  thousand 
cavalry,  taking  the  road  leading  toToluca,  the  capital  of  the  State  of  Mexico,  sixteen 
leagues  to  the  west  of  this  city.  The  garrison  of  the  capital,  numbering  probably 
over  one  thousand  men,  remained  in  the  city  under  the  commander.  Immediately 
npon  the  departure  of  Mr.  Lerdo,  the  government  of  the  city  was  assumed  by  a  person 
named  in  advance  as  provisional  governor  by  General  Diaz.  The  municipal  police, 
and  guards,  and  the  federal  garrison  at  once  acknowledged  his  authority,  and  civil 
affairs  went  on  as  usual,  without  any  apparent  break  or  disturbance  in  government. 

A  commission  was  sent  early  on  the  morning  of  the  21st  to  notify  General  Diaz  of 
the  abandonment  of  the  city  by  Mr.  Lerdo  and  his  government,  and  ask  him  to  come 
at  once  and  occupy  the  capital.  But  the  general  had  not  anticipated  so  sudden  an 
abandonment  by  Mr.  Lerdo's  government,  and  had  gone  to  Puebla  to  reorganize  his 
army,  preparatory  to  marching  in  force  upon  the  city.  As  soon,  however,  as  he  re- 
ceived intelligence  of  events,  be  left  his  command  and  carne  to  this  city  with  an  escort 
only,  but  did  not  make  his  entry  till  late  in  the  afternoon  of  the  23d,  when  he  was 
received  by  an  immense  concourse  of  people  with  apparently  hearty  demonstrations 
of  enthusiasm. 

During  the  two  days  and  a  half  in  which  the  cHy  was  without  any  responsible  gov- 
ernment, a  general  feeling  of  insecurity  and  apprehension  of  disorder  pervaded  com- 
mercial and  social  circles,  but,  greatly  to  the  cre^Mt  of  the  inhabitant;!,  peace  and 
order  remained  undisturbed,  and  the  various  police  duties  and  muuicipal  aduiinistra- 
tion  pf  affairs  were  implicitly  respected  and  enforced  as  thoroughly  as  under  the  most 
rigid  and  responsible  government. 

Since  the  occupation  of  the  capital  by  General  Diaz,  the  adjoining  States  of  Mexico, 
Morelos,  Hidalgo,  Vera  Cruz,  and  Puebla  (before  noticed),  have  submitted  to  him.  He 
thus  has  possession  of  all  the  States  surrounding  this  capital,  the  entire  line  of  rail- 
road, and  the  important  port  of  Vera  Crnz. 

Meanwhile  the  forces  of  the  Iglesias  Government  have  been  qiite  active,  having 
reoccupied  Qner^taro,  and  are  in  uninterrupted  possession  of  the  State  of  Guanajuato, 
and  also  (as  reported)  of  Aguas  Calientes.  News  has  been  received  that  a  consi<lerable 
portion  of  the  Lerdo  forces  which  marched  from  Gnadalajara  to  attack  Iglesias  have 
pronounced  in  his  favor,  and  have  been  incorporated  into  his  army,  which  now  num- 
bers about  eight  thousand  men.  It  is  also  very  probable  that  when  the  news  of  the 
abandonment  of  the  capital  by  Mr.  Lerdo's  government  shall  be  known,  that  the  States 
of  San  Luis  Potosi,  Zacatecas,  Durango,  and  others  of  the  north,  will  acknowledge 
Iglesias  as  provisional  president. 

In  previous  dispatches  I  have  referred  to  a  reported  agreement  having  been.mad6 
between  Mr.  Iglesias  and  General  Diaz;  but  it  has  transpired  that  no  agreement  has 
been  effected.  Commissioners  had  passed  between  the  two  leaders  some  time  before 
Diaz*s  victory  over  Alatorre,  to  discuss  the  terms  of  adjustment;  and  just  before  that 
event.  General  Diaz  had  sent  to  Mr.  Iglesias  a^  proposition  constituting  the  basis  of  an 
agreement.  This  proposition  has  been  made  public  since  the  abandonment  of  the  city 
by  Mr.  Lerdo,  and  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  and  traublation  thereof.  Among  other 
things,  it  proposes  the  repudiation  of  all  the  federal  powers,  and  the  formation  of  a 
cabinet  of  ministers  equally  representing  Mr.  Iglesias  and  General  Diaz,  the  former  to 
be  recognized  as  provisional  president  and  the  latter  to  act  as  minister  of  war  and 
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freneral  of  the  army,  and  in  tbat  capacity  to  appoint  military  governors  of  a  number 
of  deHignated  8tat«ci. 

Tbis  propoeition,  it  is  reported,  has  been  rejected  by  Mr.  Iglesias,  who,  it  is  under- 
stood, ba«e8  bis  objection,  not  upon  personal  grounds,  or  those  relating  to  a  division  of 
the  officetf,  but  upou  broader  priooiples  of  governmeut^  And  this  arises  out  of  the  dif- 
ference in  the  programmes  of  the  two  leaders.  lu  Mr.  Jgiesias's  manifesto  and  pro- 
gramme, both  of  which  were  transmitteil  with  my  No.  457,  he  proposes  to  follow  as 
closely  as  possible  the  constitutional  precepts,  departing  from  them  only  in  the  appeal 
which  he  makes  from  Congress  to  the  people  on  the  question  of  the  validity  of  the  re- 
election uf  Mr.  Lerdo  as  President.  On  the  other  "band.  General  Diaz's  programme  is 
that  of  revolution  pure  and  simple,  claiming  that  it  is  the  only  method  by  which  the 
government  of  Mr.  Lerdo  can  be  destroyed.  In  the  phvn  uf  Tnxtepec,  issued  in  Janu- 
ary lant,  without  his  signature,  and  amended  at  Palo  Blanco,  in  March,  under  his  own 
name,  General  Diaz  proposes  to  repudiate  the  federal  powers,  which  would  embrace 
not  only  the  Presideot,  but  also  Cougress  and  the  supreme  court,  and  it  even  provides 
for  abolishing  the  senate.  As  these  plans  have  not  as  yet  been  transmitted  by  me.  I 
now  inclose  them  with  translations.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  original  plan  of  Tuxt<e- 
pec  proposes,  in  article  8,  that  President  Lerdo  and  his  officials  shall  personally  and 
pecuniarily  be  made  responsible  for  the  expenses  and  injuries  of  the  war.  The  amended 
plan  of  Palo  Blanco  omits  this  eighth  article  ;  and  it  provides  that  the  president  of  the 
supreme  court,  if  he  accepts  the  plan,  shall  be  provisional  president.  Immediately 
after  the  publication  of  this  plan,  in  April  last,  Mr.  Iglesias  rejected  this  proposition 
and  all  revolutionary  projects  so  far  as  related  to  him,  declaring  that  he  would  strictly 
observe  the  constitution.  (See  my  dispatch  No.  403.)  Mr.  Iglesias  claims  that  Mr. 
Lerdo  himself  violated  the  constitution  in  procuring  his  own  re-<)lection  in  the  man- 
ner charged,  and  forfeited  his  title  to  legitimacy,  and  by  that  forfeiture  he  (Mr.  Igle- 
sias) became  provisional  president  under  the  constitution.  He  therefore  dissents  from 
General  Diaz's  plan  of  Tnxtepec,  in  that  be  insists  that  oonstitutionally  there  can  bo 
elections  only  for  the  vacant  presidency.  He  proposes  to  constitute  the  Congress  by 
supplying  the  places  of  the  deputies,  who  have  supported  the  validity  of  Mr.  Lerdo's 
re-elnction,  with  the  substitutes  or  auplentesi  who  by  the  Mexican  constitution  are 
elected  at  the  dame  time  with  the  principals,  to  fill  any  vacancies  which  may  occur. 

This  difference  between  the  two  independent  lt>aders  of  the  movements  against  the 
Lerdo  government  was  made  known  immediately  after  the  latter  had  left  the  city,  and 
it  has  been  the  chief  topic  of  discussion  and  interest  since  that  event.  Commissioners 
and  communications  have  passed  b&tween  Gt^neral  Diaz  and  Mr.  Iglesias,  but  no  agree- 
ment has  been  arrived  at.  Meanwhile,  the  friends  of  General  Diaz,  who  have  been  the 
most  active  supporters  of  his  cause  in  the  field,  have  been  very  persistent  in  urging 
his  adhesion  to  and  enforcement  of  the  plan  of  Tuxtepeo.  As  indicating  the  popular 
seutiment  of  his  followers,  I  inclose  extracts  from  an  editorial  in  El  Combate,  a  revo- 
lutionary organ  of  this  city.  This  feeling  has  been  so  strong  that  it  hiw  prevailed  over 
the  opinion  of  the  more  moderate  wing  of  General  Diaz's  adherents,  who  have  labored 
very  earnestly  for  the  past  few  days  to  iodu^^e  him  to  come  to  an  a«;reemenb  with  Mr. 
Iglesias,  and  thereby  unite  the  nation  and  give  peace  to  the  country. 

The  controversy  was  finally  settled  yesterday  by  the  public  proclamation  of  the  plan 
of  Tuxtep^-c,  and  the  amended  plan  of  Palo  Blanco,  which  took  place  in  the  graud  plaza 
in  front  of  the  governor's  palace,  accompanied  by  a  military  parade,  salvos  of  artil- 
lery, ringing  of  church-bells,  and  the  rejoicing  of  the  partisans  of  the  new  government. 
Under  his  own  signature  General  Diaz  orders  the  publication  **a8  the  law  of  the  re- 
public for  the  reconstruction  of  constitutional  order."  A  copy  of  the  proolamatiou  of 
the  governor  is  inclosed.  I  also  transmit  editorials  from  the  Monitor  Republicano  and 
the  Federalista  of  this  morning,  as  indicating  the  manner  in  which  the  important  act 
of  yesterday  has  been  received. 

It  is  generally  regarded  as  in  effect  a  declaration  of  war  against  the  Iglesias  move- 
ment ;  ^and,  as  confirmatory  of  this  view,  by  order  of  General  Diaz,  all  communication 
by  telegraph,  mail,  and  by  public  and  private  travel  was  suspended  yesterday  with 
Quer^taro,  where  Mr.  Iglesias  and  the  advance  of  his  army  are  reported  to  be.  The 
forces  now  in  this  city  are  said  to  number  between  twelve  and  fifteen  thousand  men. 

This  result  of  the  abandonment  of  the  capital  by  the  Lerdo  government  has  been 
contrary  to  the  general  expectation,  as  it  was  supposed  that  upon  the  fall  of  Mr.  Lerdo 
the  two  independent  movements  would  unite  by  the  recognition  of  Mr.  Iglesias  as  pro- 
visional president  and  General  Diaz  as  minister  of  war  and  commander  of  the  army. 
Such  was  manifestly  the  desire  of  the  commercial  and  property  interests  of  the  coun- 
try, and  of  the  more  moderate  adherents  of  General  Diaz,  who  embraced  his  most 
prudent  advisers  and  those  most  experienced  in  the  administration  of  government; 
but  his  companions  in  arms,  his  revolutionary  friends,  many  of  whom  followed  him 
through  his  unsuccessful  insurrection  of  1871-'72,  and  who  have  fought  his  battles  in 
the  present  revolution,  demanded  that  he  should  not  vary  from  the  plan  of  Tuxtepec, 
and  he  has  yielded  to  them.  While  this  course  has  created  wild  enthusiasm  and  great 
satisfaction  among  bis  partisans,  it  has  not  been  favorably  received  by  the  more  sub* 
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stantial  interests  of  the  oonntry,  as  it  indicates  a  conf  inaance  of  tho  civil  war,  a  pros- 
tration of  all  commercial  and  industrial  enterprises,  and  a  reign  of  anarchy  and  law- 
lessness. 

In  view  of  the  uncertainty  of  comni'inicaftion  with  V^^ra  Cmz  during  the  past  ten 
days,  I  forward  the  duplicates  of  Nos.  459  and  460  by  this  mail. 
I  am,  ^c.| 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 


Mr,  Foster  to  Mr,  Fish. 
(Foreign  Relations,  ^87 7.  p.  385.) 

Legation  of  the  IInited  States, 

Mexico,  November  29,  1876. 

Sir:  The  newspapers  of  this  morning  contain  the  proclamation  of  Oeneral  Porfirio 
Diaz  announcing  himself  as  provisional  president  of  the  republic,  under  the  plan  of 
Tnx topee.  This  step  is  a  natural  result  of  the  proclamation  made  on  the  27 tb  instant 
declaring  that  plan  as  the  law  of  the  republic,  but  it  renders  more  difficult  any  adjust- 
ment with  Mr.  Iglesias. 

A  fnll  cabinet  of  ministers  of  sta^e  is  announced  in  the  morning  papers,  bnt  as  yet 
no  official  publication  has  been  made.  Everything  indicatf>s  that  Oeneral  Diaz  will 
go  forward  with  the  reorganization ^^  the  government,  without  any  regard  to  the 
Iglesias  movement.  His  army  is  reported  to  be  advancing  from  this  city  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Qner^taro,  and  the  expectation  is  general  that  hostilities  may  be  inaugurated 
between  the  two  parties  at  an  early  day. 

I  am,  &c.,  JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 

fln«lo«are.— TranalatioD.I  • 

Proclamation  of  General  Porfirio  Diaz  at  President  of  Mexico^  Nov,  28,  1876. 

Protabio  p.  Tagle,  governor  ad  interim  of  the  district,  to  its  inhabitants: 

Know  ye  that  the  general-in-chief  has  transmitted  to  me  the  following  decree: 

''Porfirio  Diaz,  general-in-chief  of  the  national  and  constitutional  army  of  the 
United  Mexican  States,  makes  known  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  republic: 

''That  none  of  the  functionaries  invited  by  article  6  of  the  plan  of  Tuxtepec.  as  re- 
formed at  Palo  Blanco,  having  manifested  their  adhesion  to  the  same,  I  have  thought 
proper  to  decree  the  following : 

**  The  general-in-chief  of  the  constitutional  army  assumes  the  executive  power  of  the 
onion,  in  conformity  with  article  6  of  the  plan  of  Palo  Blanco,  for  the  period  indicated 
by  said  plan,  for  the  exercise  of  that  power  by  the  provisional  president. 

'^  National  palace,  Mexico,  November.  28,  1876. 

"PORFIRIO  DIAZ. 

"Ltiis  C.  CuRiELy  Secretary,** 

And  I  transmit  it  to  yon  for  its  fulfillment. 
Liberty  in  the  constitution  ! 
Mexico,  November  28,  1876. 

LUIS  C.  CURTEL, 

Secretary, 
To  the  Governor  of  the  District. 

I  therefore  order  that  it  be  printed,  published,  and  circulated. 
Mexico,  November  28, 1876. 

PROTASIO  P.  TAGLE. 
Jos6  Mabia  Bakros,  Secretary, 


Mr,  Foster  to  Mr,  Fish, 

(Foreign  Relations,  1877,  p.  390.) 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  Dectmber  30,  1876. 

Sir:  At  the  date  of  my  last  dispatch  on  current  events,  the  array  of  General  Diaz 
was  marching  against  the  Iglesias  forces  in  the  direction  of  Qner^taro.    The  campaign 
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tbns  far  bas  been  a  contioned  and  aniform  success  for  General  Diaz.  Tbe  first  snccesti 
was  tbe  defection  of  tbe  advance  gnard  of  tbe  Iglesias  forces,  wbicb,  upon  tbe  approaob 
of  Diaz*s  army,  parsed  over  in  a  body  to  it  without  firing  a  shot.  This  was  followed  by 
tbe  evacuation  of  Qner^taro  aud  its  occupation  by  Diaz.  About  tbe  same  time  General 
Garcia  de  la  Cadena,  a  revolutionary  chief,  who  bad  control  of  the  State  of  Zacat-eoas, 
and  bad  a  short  time  previonsly  recognized  Mr.  Iglesias  as  provisional  president,  again 
'^  pronounced  ''  in  favor  of  Diaz,  and  transferred  that  Staf-e  to  bis  support.  This  was 
soon  after  followed  by  tbe  revolt  of  tbe  garrison  of  San  Luis  Potosi,  which  bad  also 
recognized  Mr.  Iglesias  after  the  fall  of  Mr.  Lerdo,  and  tbe  States  of  Nuevo  Leon,  Coa- 
hnila,  and  Tamaulipas  are  reported  to  have  followed  tbe  example  of  the  adjoining 
States.  General  Diaz  is  advancing  from  Quer^taro,  having  occupied  Celdya,  and  is 
now  said  to  be  in  the  vicinity  of  Guanajuato.  £n  route  be  has  reported  the  accession 
to  bis  army  of  a  number  of  detachments  of  tbe  Iglesias  troops ;  so  that  by  all  these  ac- 
cessions be  has  been  very  much  strengthened,  aud  Iglesias  weakened. 

Rumors  have  been  in  daily  circulation  of  an  adjustment  between  the  rival  claimants 
of  tbe  presidency.  It  appears  that  a  conference  was  held  between  Diaz  and  Iglesias 
ten  days  ago,  but  without  any  success.  It  is  stated  that  Mr.  Iglesias  offered  to  make 
certain  concessions  as  to  tbe  election  of  new  federal  powers,  bnt  General  Diaz  insisted 
upon  tbe  complete  acceptance  of  the  plan  of  Tuxtepec,  which  Mr.  Iglesias  declined  to 
do,  as  be  was  unwilling  to  recognize  in  so  unreserved  a  mannner  the  revolutionary 
principle  aud  practice. 

Tbe  Diaz  party  now  claim  that  peace  will  soon  be  restored,  and  that,  too.  without  any 
bloodshed,  as  tbe  popular  sentiment  is  so  plainly  in  their  favor,  aud  as  tbe  Iglesias  army 
is  BO  greatly  reduced  as  to  make  resistance  useless. 

I  have  already  referred  to  tbe  fact  that  when  General  Diaz  left  this  city  to  take  oom- 
Diand  in  person  of  the  army  he  transferred  the  exercise  of  tbe  executive  power  to  bis 
military  second  in  command,  GeneralJuau  N.  Meudez,  who  has  remained  in  this  capital 
discharging  tbe  functions  of  provisional  president.  He  belongs  to  tbe  Indian  race,  is 
a  plain  **  baciendado^'  (farmer),  without  much  experience  in  public  affairs,  but  a  per- 
son highly  respected  by  and  of  great  influence  among  the  Indians  of  the  Puebla  Moun- 
tains, where  ine  revolution  bad  early  and  strong  support.  During  his  brief  adminis- 
tration a  number  of  important  orders  and  decrees  have  been  issued.  In  my  No.  47:^,  of 
the  8th  instant,  I  transmitted  a  decree  of  General  Diaz  nullifying  certain  classes  of  con- 
tracts made  by  tbe  Lerdo  Government.  This  decree  has  been  made  to  extend  to  the 
acts  of  the  Iglesias  Government  also,  as  will  be  seen  by  tbe  circular,  of  which  I  inclose 

a  translation  herewith. 

•  •  «  #  «•  •  • 

Bnt  the  most  important  decree  issued  by  General  Mendez,  as  provisional  president, 
is  the  one  convoking  elections,  which  embrace  tbe  three  fe<leral  powers  of  the  republic 
and  of  tbe  States.  This  decree  contains  some  notable  provinions.  It  excludes  from  all 
candidature  all  persons  who  in  civil  or  military  gra4les  have  done  anything  to  recot;nize 
tbe  re-election  of  Mr.  Lerdo,  who  have  participated  in  what  are  termed  tbe  electoral 
frauds,  or  have  voted  in  favor  of  the  ''extraordinary  faculties.^'  These  prohibitions 
will  exclude  from  office  more  than  tbree-fiurths  of  the  members  of  the  last  two  con- 
gresses and  of  tbe  supreme  court,  and  a  vast  number  of  civil  aud  military  oflScials  in 
all  parts  of  the  republic,  among  the  most  experienced  and  able  of  its  public  men.  The 
persons  elected  are  required  to  take  an  oath  to  support  tbe  constitution  and  the  plan 
of  Tuxtepec,  by.whicb  latter  provision  all  successful  candidates  must  recognize  tbe 
principle  and  practice  of  revolution  as  established  by  General  Diaz.  These  provisions 
are  very  severely  criticised  by  the  opposition  press,  which  claims  that  the  odious  elect- 
oral system  of  the  Lerdo  Government,  which  the  Diaz  revolution  was  inaugurated  to 

destroy,  was  much  less  illiberal  aud  exclusive  than  the  electoral  decree  just  issued. 

•  •  «   ■  •  •  •  * 

I  am,  &c.,  JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 


Mr,  Foster  to  Mr.  FUh, 

(Foreign  Relations,  1877,  p.  395.) 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  February  19,  1877. 

Sir:  I  have  received,  under  date  of  the  l.^tb,  a  note,  of  which  I  inclose  a  copy  and 
translation,  from  the  minister  of  fon'ign  affairsof  General  Diaz's  government,  in  which 
be  brings  to  my  notice  that  General  Diaz,  having  successfully  terminated  his  campaign, 
has  reassumed  the  exercise  of  the  provisional  presidency  of  tbe  republic;  that  the 
public  peace  is  now  restored  in  all  parts  of  the  Mexican  territory;  and  that  within  a 
short  time  the  constitutional  order  will  be  re-established,  tbe  functionaries  elected  by 

the  people  entering  upon  their  respective  duties. 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 
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In  niy  last  dispatcb  I  fnfurmed  yon  of  the  abandoomeDt  of  the  Mexican  territory, 
both  by  Mr.  Lordo  and  Mr.  Iglesias,  so  that  there  is  now  no  rival  olainiiint  to  Gen- 
eral Diaz  in  the  repnblic,  and  virtuall3'  the  whole  country  Iius  subinittt^d  to  bis 
antbority.  The  only  .opposition  known  to  exist  is  by  Grovernor  Alvarez,  with  a  small 
part  of  the  Srate'of  Guerrero,  and  oar  cou^tul  at  Acapalco  informs  me  that  Alvjirez  is 
ready  to  sarrender  his  authority  to  General  Diaiz,  and  is  only  resisting  the  opposing 

governor. 

•  •••••• 

I  have,  &c., 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER, 


(TransUtion. 

Air,  Vallarta  io  Mr.  Foster, 

Dkpartmbnt  of  Forkigx  Affairs. 

Mexico,  Febraary  15, 1877. 

Sir:  The  Citizen  Porfirio  Diaz,  general-in-ohief  of  the  national  army,  b  ts  to-day 
again  assnraed  the  supreme  executive  power  of  the  nnion,  the  exercise  of  whi'^h  he  was 
pleased  to  delegate  to  the  second  in  command,  Citizen-General  Juan  N.  Meiidez,  when 
in  December  last  be  took  nnder  his  immediate  direction  the  campaign  which  has 
already  terminated  happily,  and  witnout  the  effusion  of  any  blood,  against  the  forces 
which  combated  the  onler  of  affairs  created  by  the  plan  of  Tuxtepeo. 

On  making  known  to  your  excellency  the  stated  fact,  it  is  pleasant  for  me  tio  bring 
to  your  knowledge  that  the  public  peace  is  now  restored  in  all  parts  of  the  Mexican 
territory,  and  that  within  a  short  time  the  consritntional  onier  will  be  re-established, 
the  functionaries,  whose  election  is  at  present  being  made  by  the  people,  entering  upon 
the  discharge  of  their  respective  duties. 

I  have  the  honor  of  assuring  your  excellency  of  my  mo^t  distingnished  considera- 
tion. 

I.  L.  VALLARTA. 


Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Evarts. 

(Foreign  Relations,  1877,  p.  400.) 

Legation  of  thk  United  States. 

Mexico,  March  30,  1877. 

Sir:  At  the  date  of  ray  last  dispatch  on  current  events,  G)voruor  Alvarez  was  still 
re8isting.the  authority  of  Diaz  in  the  State  of  Guerrero.  Since  then  the  sea-port  of 
Acapulco  has  been  occupied  by  the  Diaz  forces,  and  it  is  reported  that  Alvarez  has 
submitted,  or  at  least  has  ceased  hi4  opposition,  so  that  there  is  now  no  armed  resist- 
ance to  Diaz  in  any  part  of  the  country.  A  reasonable  degree  of  peace  and  order  pre- 
vails throughout  the  republic,  and  the  authority  of  General  Diaz  is  everywhere 
recognizeil. 

The  time  fixed  for  the  opening  of  Congress  by  the  electoral  convocation  of  Decem- 
ber 23  last  was  on  the  12th  instant,  but  at  that  date  there  was  only  a  small  minority 
ot  memoers  present,  and  owing  to  the  want  of  a  quorum  the  regular  sessions  have  not 
yet  been  inaiignrated.  It  is  announced,  however,  that  the  requisite  number  of  mem- 
bers of  the  Honse  of  Deputies  is  now  present,  and  that  within  a  few  days,  as  soon  as 
the  credentials  are  examined,  that  body  will  be  lormally  opened  by  General  Diaz. 

The  electoral  convocation  made  no  reference  to  the  Chamber  of  Senators,  and  neither 
provided  for  the  election  of  new  memberc*,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Chamber  of  Deputies, 
nor  for  its  meeting  at  the  time  fixed  for  the  other  legislative  branch  of  the  govern- 
ment. At  the  time  the  convocation  was  issued  it  was  supposed  to  be  the  intention  of 
the  new  government  to  abolish  omissively  the  Senate,  notwithstanding  its  existence  is 
sanctioned  by  express  constitutional  enactment.  It  is  now  reported  that  General 
Ditfz  desires  to  rectify  this  omission  in  the  electoral  convocation  aud  to  conform  to  the 
constitution  by  assembling  the  Senate. 

Connected  with  this  subject  is  the  question  of  the  powers  and  character  of  the 
Chamber  of  Deputies.  According  to  the  constitutional  order,  the  present  session 
should  be  devoted  to  the  consideration  of  the  financial  budget,  should  terminate  its 
functions  on  the  3l8t  of  May  as  the  Eighth  Congress,  and  an  election  for  the  Ninth 
Congress  be  held  in  Jnne  or  July  next. 

The  question  is  therefore  suggested  as  to  whether  this  is  to  be  considered  the  last 
session  of  the  Eighth,  or,  by  virtue  of  the  revolutionary  convocation,  the  Ninth  Congress. 
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« 

The  doabt  is  also  raised  as  to  whether,  under  the  coDstitfilion,  odo  branch  of  t1  e 
leKialative  power  can  exercise  it«  fanctiona^ without  the  concurrent  sesfiiou  of  the 
other.  The  cabinet  of  General  Diaz  is  understood  to  maintain  that  the  Chamber  of 
Deputies  can,  without  the  session  of  the  Senate,  legally  discharge  all  such  duties  as 
are  by  the  coDstitution  exclusively  delegated  to  it,  as  the  revit^ion  of  tbe  returns  of  the 
electoral  collegen,  and  the  declaration  of  the  result  of  the  election  for  President  and 
tbe  federal  suprem3  court,  a9  aWo  the  cousi  deration  of  the  appropriation  bills. 

These  subjects  will  give  special  interest  to  tbe  proceedings  of  the  deputies.  It  is 
supposed  that  one  of  their  earliest  acts  will  be  the  formal  declaration  of  the  election 
of  General  Diaz  as  constitutional  President,  as  he  has  received  almost  unnnimoosly 
tbe  votes  of  the  electors.  Ue  will  then  terminate  bis  provisional  or  revolutionary 
term,  and,  taking  the  oath  anew,  enter  upon  what  will  be  styled  his  const itiftional 
term  as  President. 

Mr.  Lerdo,  under  date  of  February  34,  from  New  York  City,  and  Mr.  Iglesiap,  under 
date  of  tbe  15ih  iu»tant,  from  New  Or  eans,  hkve  issued  tLeir  rettpeotive  niauifestoes 
to  the  Mexican  people,  each  claiming  to  be  the  constitutional  custodian  of  the  execu- 
tive power,  and  announcing  their  determination  to  persist  in  their  claims.  I  do  not 
inclose  copies  of  these  papers  for  the  reason  that,  having  been  isbued  in  the  United 
States,  it  is  presumed  that  yon  are  informtid  of  their  conteuts. 

These  publications  indicate  a  renewal  of  strife  in  this  republic  and  a  continuance  of 
the  revolutionary  era. 

A  number  of  prominent  public  men,  adherents  of  Mr.  Lerdo,  have  been,  during  the 
past  week,  summarily  arrested  in  this  city  and  seat  to  Vera  Cruz,  suspected  of  con- 
spiracy against  the  existing  government. 
I  am,  &c. 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 


Mr.  Foster  to  Mr,  Evarta,. 

(Foreign  Relations,  1877,  p.  405.) 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  May  28,  1877. 

Sir:  In  a  call  which  I  made  at  the  foreign  office  on  the  24tb  instaut,  in  giving  to  Mr* 
Vallarta  tbe  information  contained  in  General  Ord's  report  of  Colonel  Shafter's  cross- 
ing at  Pledras  on  the  3d  ultimo,  transmitted  with  No.  38r>,  of  the  2d  instaut,  Mr.  Val- 
larta referred  to  the  apparent  impunity  extended  to  the  Lerdist  chief,  Vuldez,  by  the 
American  authorities  in  Texas,  who-e  hostile  crossing  of  tbe  Rio  Grande  is  referred  to  in 
my  dispatch  No.  537  of  to-day.  I  answered  Mr.  Vallarta  that  I  knew  nothing  of  the  facts 
alluded  to  except  as  I  bad  seen  them  in  the  dispatches  sent  by  the  Mexican  author- 
ities to  tbe  government  here  as  published  in  th»)  official  journal ;  but  I  presumed  the 
American  military  and  civil  officers  were  pursuing  the  same  course  toward  the  parti- 
sans of  Mr.  Lerdo  as  they  observed  last  year  toward  General  Diaz,  in  which  case  there 
ought  to  be  no  cause  of  complaint  on  the  part  of  the  existing  government  here.  It  was 
to  be  borne  in  mind  that  General  Diaz  was  permitted  to  remain  undisturbed  in  Browns- 
ville for  a  considerable  period  while  the  revolution  of  which  he  was  the  recognized 
head  was  progressing  in  Mexico;  that  there  was  good  reasou  to  suppose  that  at  that 
time  he  was  conspiring  with  his  partisans  across  the  frontier  and  making  contracts 
with  Amecican  citizens  for  arms  and  other  munitions  of  war;  that  he  crossed  into 
Mexican  territory,  and  engaged  in  an  armed  expedition  against  the  recognized  author- 
ities, aud  was  afterward  driven  across  tbe  border  into  American  territory,  and  tbence 
returned  to  Mexico  unmolested  by  the  officials  of  the  United  States.  It  did  not  appear 
that  greater  immuuity  had  been  afibrded  thus  far  to  the  partisans  of  Mr.  Lerdo. 

Mr.  Vallarta  replied  that  Valdez  was  not  engaged  in  legitimate  warfare,  but  purely 
in  a  system  of  plunder,  kidnaping,  and  outlawry. 

I  answered  that  I  supposed  the  American  authorities  were  not  responsible  for  such 
acts  committed  on  Mexican  soil  by  Mexicau  citizens ;  but  our  officials  had  complained 
that  aqiong  General  Diaz's  partinaus  in  the  recent  revolution  there  were  chiefs  guilty 
of  outrages  upon  Americ  an  citizens  similar  to  thosA  which  he  (Mr.  Vallarta)  charged 
against  Valdez;  aud  I  cited  some  of  the  acts  of  Coriina  iu  Tamanlpas,  and  Trias  in 
Chihuahua. 

It  may  not  bt$  amiss,  however,  for  me  to  suggest  in  this  connection  that  our  author- 
ities  on  the  frontier  be  enjoined  to  observe  strict  impartiality  in  the  Mexican  conflic  , 
and  see  that  the  neutrality  laws  are  not  violated. 
I  am,  i&c., 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 


64  APPENDIX   A. 

•  Mr,  Foster  to  Mr.  Evarts, 

« 
(Foreign  RelatiouBy  1877,  p.  4%. ) 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  July  30,  1877. 

Sir  :  At  (he  date  of  my  last  dispatch  on  cnrrent  events,  the  only  portion  of  the 
republic  vrhich  was  not  fully  recognizing  the  authority  of  General  Diaz  was  a  part  of 
the  State  of  Gaerrero,  where  the  former  governor,  General  Alvarez,  has  risen  against 
the  military  governor  sent  ont  by  General  Diaz,  and  driven  him  from  the  State.  Soon 
after, dho we ver,  an  arrangement  was  ent4*red  into  l>etween  Alvarez  and  Diaz,  whereby 
the  authority  of  the  latter  was  recogoiziHl  and  a  new  military  governor  appointed  until 
elections  could  be  held  and  the  Stat«  reMtored  to  the  ooustitntioual  order.  Since  that 
adjustment,  general  peace  has  prevailed  in  the  country,  with  the  exception  of  the  oc- 
currences on  the  Rio  Grande  frontier,  to  which  reference  is  made  in  other  diMpatchen. 

The  elections  for  senators  to  complete  the  Congress  of  the  Union  have  been  held 
during  the  present  month,  without  any  disturbance  of  the  peace,  aod  with  very  little 
attention  being  given  to  the  event.  Popular  elect iont<  in  this  conntry  seldom,  if  ever, 
are  participated  in  by  more  than  a  small  minority  of  the  legal  voters;  and  upon  this 
occRsi)n  there  was  less  participation  than  nsual. 

The  anti-revolutionists  considered  their  candidates  excluded  by  the  condition  of  the 
convocatory  decree,  which  requires  all  senators  elected  to  take  an  oath  to  support  the 
revolutionary  plan  of  Tuxtepec.  On  the  other  hand,  the  extreme  revolutionists  styled 
the  **  pure  Tuxtepecanoes,''  who  have  bitterly  opposed  there-establishment  of  the  sen- 
ate as  contrary  to  the  plan  of  Tuxtepec,  have  also  in  a  great  measure  abstained  from 
taking  part  in  the  elections.  The  conse<iuence  has  been  that  the  elections  receive  very 
little  attention,  and  so  far  as  the  results  have  been  announced,  it  is  believed  that  min- 
isterial candidates  have  been  chosen  in  almost  all  cases.  •••**• 
I  am,  &,c.f 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 


Extract  from  the  annual  mestage  of  Prevident  Hajfes,  December  3,  1877. 

The  revolution  which  recently  occurred  in  Mexico  was  followed  by  the  acceAsiou  of 
the  successful  party  to  power  and  the  installation  of  ita  chief.  General  Porfirio  Diaz,  in 
the  Presidential  office.  It  has  been  the  custom  of  the  United  States,  when  such  obangea 
of  government  have  heretofore  occurred  in  Mexico,  to  recognize  and  enter  into  official 
relations  witb  th&  de  facto  government  as  soon  as  it  should  appear  to  have  the  approval 
of  the  Mexican  people  and  should  manifest  a  disposition  to  adhere  to  the  obligations 
of  treaties  and  International  Irieudship.  In  the  y^resent  case  such  official  recognition 
has  been  deferred  by  the  occurrences  on  the  Rio  Grande  border,  the  records  of  which 
have  been  already  communicated  to  eaAch  House  of  Congress  in  answer  to  their  respect- 
ive resolutions  of  inquiry.  Assurances  have  been  received  that  the  authorities  at  the 
Beat  of  the  Mexican  Governmeut  have  both  tbe  disposition  and  the  power  to  prevent 
and  punish  such  unlawful  invasions  and  depredations.  It  is  earnestly  to  be  hoped  that 
events  may  prove  these  assurances  to  be  well  founded.  The  best  interests  of  both 
countries  require  the  maintenance  of  peace  upou  the  border  and  the  development  of 
commerce  between  the  two  republics. 

It  is  gratifying  to  add  that  this  temporary  interruption  of  official  relations  has  not 
pr  evented  due  attention  by  the  representatives  of  tbe  United  States  in  Mexico  to  the 
Iirotection  of  American  citizens,  so  far  as  practicable  ;  nor  has  it  interfered  with  the 
prompt  payment  of  the  amounts  due  ft-om  Mexico  to  the  United  Statea  under  the  treaty 
of  July  4,  18t)8,  and  the  awardsof  the  Joint  commission  While  I  do  not  anticipate  an 
interruption  of  friendly  relations  with  Mexico,  yet  1  cannot  but  look  with  some  solici- 
tude upon  a  continuance  of  border  disordeis,  as  exposing  the  two  countries  to  initiations 
of  popular  feeling  and  inischauces  of  action  which  are  naturally  unfavorable  to  com- 
plete amity.  Firmly  dettrmiued  that  nothing  shall  be  wanting  on  my  part  to  piomofe 
a  good  understanding  between  the  two  nations,  I  yet  muse  ask  the  attention  of  Con- 
gress to  the  actual  occurrences  oif  the  border,  that  the  lives  and  property  of  our  citi- 
zens may  be  adequately  protected  and  peace  (treserved. 

«  •  «  ft  •  •  • 

Disturbances  along  the  Rio  Grande,  in  Texas,  to  which  I  have  already  referred,  have 
rendered  necessary  the  con^itant  employment  of  a  military  force  in  that  vicinity.  A 
full  report  of  all  recent  military  opera'tious  in  that  quarter  has  been  transmitted  to 
thts  HoU'.e  of  Representatives  in  answer  to  a  restolutiou  of  tnat  body,  and  it  will,  there- 
f'ire,  not  be  necessary  to  eater  into  details.  I  regret  to  say  that  these  lawless  inonr- 
sions  into  oar  territory  by  armed  bands  from  the  Mexioan  side  of  the  line,  for  the  par- 
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pose  of  robbery,  have  been  of  frequent  oconrrence,  and  in  spite  of  the  most  vigilant 
efforts  of  the  commander  of  onr  forces  the  marauders  have  generally  succeeded  in 
escaping  into  Mexico  with  their  plunder.  In  May  last  I  gave  orders  for  the  exercise  of 
the  utmost  vigilance  on  the  part  of  onr  troops  for  the  suppression  of  these  raids  and 
the  punishment  of  the  guilty  parties,  as  well  as  the  recapture  of  property  stolen  by 
them.  General  Ord,  commanding  in  Texas,  was  directed  to  invite  the  co-operation  of 
the  Mexican  authorities  in  efforts  to  this  end,  and  to  assure  them  that  I  was  anxious  to 
avoid  giving  the  least  offense  to  Mexico.  At  the  same  time,  he  was  directed  to  give 
notice  of  my  determination  to  put  an  end  to  the  invasion  of  our  territory  by  lawless 
bands,  intent  upon  the  plunder  of  our  peaceful  citizens,  even  if  the  eff<)Ctual  punish- 
ment of  the  outlaws  should  make  the  crossing  of  the  border  by  our  troops  in  their 
pnrsnit  necessary.  It  is  believed  that  this  policy  has  bad  the  effect  to  check  somewhat 
these  depredations,  and  that  with  a  considerable  increase  of  our  force  upon  that  fron- 
tier, and  the  establishment  of  several  additional  military  posts  along  the  Rio  Grande, 
to  as  more  effectually  to  guard  that  extensive  border,  peace  may  be  preserved  and  the 
lives  and  property  of  our  citizens  in  Texas  fully  protected. 

5  A 
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MEXICAN  BORDER  TROUBLES. 


LIST  OF  PAPERS,  WITH  THEIR  SUBJECTS. 


P«g«w 

1.  The  Cortina  raid  in  1859-'60 ;  official  report  of  Blajor  Heintzelman,  March  1. 

1860 75 

2.  United  States  troops  cross  into  Mexico  in  pnrsait  of  Cortina ;  official  reports  of 

Captain  Stoneman  and  Major  Heintzelman,  March  18, 19,  and  25,  I860 88 

3.  Col.  R.  E.  Lee,  bj  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  informs  the  Mexican 

authorities  on  the  Rio  Grande  that  thej  mnst  break  np  and  disperse  the  bands 
of  banditti  concerned  in  the  ontraees  against  the  persons  and  property  of 
American  citizens,  and  that  thej  wiu  be  held  responsible  for  the  taithfiil  per- 
formance of  this  plain  dntj  on  their  part,  April  2,  7,  and  12,  1860 83 

4.  Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Nelson,  March  29,  1871.    Recurrence  of  the  difficulties  on  the 

Rio  Qrande  border,  and  reappearance  of  Cortina  on  the  scene 84 

5.  Mr,  Davis  to  Mr.  Nelson,  September  6, 1871,  inclosing^  official  correspondence 

relating  to  further  depredations  in  Texas  bj  armed  parties  from  the  Mexican 
side  of  the  border,  and  showing  the  complicity  of  Cortina.  Mr.  Nelson  in- 
structed to  urgently  demand  the  recall  of  Cortina  from  that  port,  and  the  adop- 
tion of  efficient  measures  to  prevent  these  marauding  incursions 85 

6.  Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fish,  September  29,   1871,  transmitting  6opy  of  communi- 

cation addressed  by  him  to  the  Mexican  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  inclosing 
copy  of  the  above  correspondence,  and  stating  that  the  presence  of  Cortina  on 
the  frontier  is  peculiarly  unfortunate '  for  the  peace  of  the  two  countries 87 

7.  Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fish,  October  8,  1871,  advisiufi^  that  the  Mexican  Government 

had  appointed  a  new  military  commander  of  tne  line  of  the  Rio  Grande,  and 
would  take  more  efficacious  measures  as  soon  as  the  political  disturbances  ou 
that  frontier  shall  permit 88 

8.  Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Nelson,  November  1, 1871,  expressing  the  hope  that  the  instruc- 

tions to  the  new  commander  will  prove  sufficient  to  arrest  the  marauding  incur- 
sions into  our  territory,  as  the  evil  was  becoming  excessive 88 

9.  Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Nelson,  October  28,  1871,  inclosing  report  of  the  fraud  jury 

of  Cameron  County,  Texas,  relating  to  the  depredations  of  armed  Ai&xicans  on 
the  herds  and  other  property  of  citizens  of  Texas  near  the  border.  Mr.  Nelson 
instructed  to  make  a  further  remoustrance  against  these  depredations 89 

10.  Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Nelson,  April  13,  1872,  inclosing  a  report  of  the  grand  jury 

of  the  United  States  district  court  of  Texas,  relative  to  the  depredations  perpe- 
trated upon  citizens  of  that  State  by  persons  coming  from  the  Mexican  side  of 
the  Rio  Grande.  Mr.  Nelson  instructed  to  lay  these  papers  before  the  Mexican 
Minister  ot  Foreign  Affairs,  to  remonstrate  earnestly  against  the  outrages  therein 
alleged,  and  to  demand  redress  for  them 91 

11.  Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr.  Nelson,  August  6,  1H72,  transmitting  communication  from 

assistant  adjutant-general  Itopartment  of  Texas,  stating  that  Cortina  had 
been  relievea  from  duty  and  ordered  to  the  city  of  Mexico,  and  that  a  drove 
of  cattle  stolen  from  Texas  had  been  returned  by  the  Mexican  commander,  and 
their  purchaser  on  the  Mexican  side  arrested 93 

12.  Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fish,  August  24, 1872,  inclosing  copy  of  note  addressed  by  him 

to  the  Mexican  Government,  in  pursuance  of  instructions,  conveyinpf  the  thanks 

of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  for  the  above  friendly  action 94 

13.  Extract  from  the  annual  message  of  Presidpiit  Grant.  Ot^cember  2, 187;^,  relating 

to  the  continuance  of  lawless  acts  ou  tLu  Mexican  border,  to  which  the  revolu- 
tionary condition  of  Mexico  has  contribnied 95 

14.  Extracts  from  the  report,  December  10,  1872,  of  the  United  States  commission- 

ers for  inquiring  into  tbe  depredations  committed  on  the  Texas  frontier,  ap- 
pointed under  joint  resolution  of  Congress  approved  May  7,  1872 95 

15.  Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Nelson,  January  22,  1873.     Further  raid  into  Texas  by  cattle- 

thieves  from  Mexico.  If  such  depredations  are  not  checked,  **  tlie  exasperation 
of  the  immediate  sufferers  will  inevitably  extend  to  the  rest  of  their  country- 
men, and  retaliation  will  be  demanded  in  a  tone  which  it  may  be  difficult  to 
resist" Ill 
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16.  Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fisb,  March  15, 1873,  inclosing^  copy  of  note  addressed  bj  him 

to  the  Mexican  Government,  pointing^  out  the  serious  consequences  that  would 
inevitably  follow  if  the  Mexican  authorities  did  not  at  once  check  the  depreda- 
tions committed  by  persons  residing  in  Mexico  upon  the  property  of  citizens  of 
the  State  of  Texas Ill 

17.  Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fish,  April  25,  1873,  inclosing  translation  of  a  note  from  the 

Mexican  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  stating  that  orders  had  been  issued  for 

watchiujpf  and  pursuing  cattle-thieves  on  the  Texas  frontier Ill 

;  18.  Extracts  from  the  second  report,  June  30, 1873,  of  the  United  States  commission- 
ers for  inquiring  into  the  depredations  committed  on  the  Texas  frontier,  ap- 
pointed under  jomt  resolution  of  Congress,  approved  May  7,  1872 112 

19.  Beport  of  the  joint  select  committee  of  the  Texas  State  legislature,  appointed  to 
consider  that  portion  of  the  governor's  message  relative  to  the  Mexican  border 
troubles,  March,  1875 114 

SO.  Mr.  Cadwalader  to  Mr.  Foster,  March  29,  1875,  transmitting  letter  from  the  Post- 
master-General relating  to  the  Corpus  Christi  raid  and  robbery  and  burning  of 
the  post-office  at  Nueces,  Tex 117 

21.  Bfr.  Cadwalader  to  Mr.  Foster,  March  31,  1875,  transmitting  telegram  from  the 

governor  of  Texas  to  the  President  appealing  for  protection  for  the  people  of 
le  Lower  Rio  Grande  country  against  these  invasions  of  outlaws  from  Mexico, 
which  have  been  of  almost  weekly  occurrence  for  several  months  past,  and  are 

increasing  in  force  and  boldness 117 

82.  Mr.  Crosby,  chief  clerk  of  the  War  Department,  to  Mr.  Fish,  April  19,  1875, 
transmitting  reports  of  commanding  officer  Ring^ld  Barracks,  Texas,  and 
Gteneral  C.  C.  Augur,  relative  to  raids  by  Mexicans  into  Texas.  Cortina  again 
on  the  border 118 

23.  Mr.  Ulrich,  United  States  consul  at  Monterey,  to  Mr.  Hunter,  April  27, 1875, 

relating  to  the  condition  of  affairs  on  the  border.    The  raids  from  Mexico  into . 
Texas  known  of  in  Mexico  beforehand 120 

24.  Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Fish,  May  4,  1875,  reporting  the  representations  made  by  him 

to  the  Mexican  Government  relating  to  the  Corpus  Christi  and  other  raids  by 
marauders  from  Mexico  into  Texas,  and  transmitting  the  reply  of  the  Mexican 
minister  of  foreign  affairs.    The  uudorsirableness  of  Cortina's  presence  on  the 

frontier  again  referred  to 122 

26.  Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Fish,  May  14, 1875,  transmittitig  further  communications  on 
same  subject  from  the  Mexican  minister  of  foreign  affnirs.  Orders  given  for 
the  arrest,  trial,  and  punishment  of  the  criminals  who  may  have  sought  refuge 
in  Mexican  territory 125 

26.  Bfr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Foster,  May  20,  1875.    The  assurances  of  the  Mexican  Govern- 

ment satis fiactory,  so  far  as  they  go,  but  it  is  expected  that  acts  on  the  part  of 
that  government  will  show  the  sincerity  of  its  professions.  **  It  may  be  r^arded 
as  frivolous  to  seek  to  justify  the  hostile  incursions  into  our  territory  on  the 
ground  of  retaliation  for  similar  excursions  from  this  side.  There  have  been 
none  such,  and  proof  of  the  contrary  is  challenged  *' 127 

27.  Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Fish,  June  26,  1875.   Report  ofinterview  with  the  Mexican  min- 

ister of  foreign  affairs,  on  the  general  subject  of  the  border  troubles.  As  in- 
structed in  preceding  dispatch,  permission  for  the  regular  troops  of  the  United 
States  to  follow  the  raiders  across  the  border  proposed,  but  renised 128 

28.  The  governor  of  Texas  to  General  Ord,  commanaing  the  Department  of  Texas, 

April  24, 1875,  relating  to  the  protection  of  the  Rio  Grande  border.  The  coun- 
try between  the  Rio  Grande  and  Nueces  invaded  and  plundered,  and  many  of 
the  citizens  killed  by  organized  bands  of  marauders  from  Mexico 129 

29.  Ghovernor  Coke  to  President  Grant,  May  '29,  \**7'^.     The  invasion  of  the  terri- 

tory bordering  the  Rio  Graude.  by  predatory  bttiuls  ftom  Mexico,  continues 
unabated  and  is  of  a  character  to  be  uo  longer  borue.  No  efficient  mode  of 
defending  the  Texas  border  other  than  through  retaliati»ry  meaturps  on  the  ter- 
ritory and  people  west  of  the  Rio  Grande 130 

80.  General  Ord  to  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  June  3,  1875.  Is  informed  that  ac- 
tion by  thti  State  authorities  is  imminent.  The  civil  and  militanr  authorities  all 
agree  in  their  statements  that  the  country  on  the  east  bank  of  the  river,  out- 
side of  the  towns,  is  virtually  in  the  hands  of  these  marauders.  The  collector 
at  Edinburg  writes  to  him,  *'  It  has  become  so  common  for  the  bandits  to  cross 
the  river  and  murder  Americans,  that  we  think  it  is  only  a  question  of  time  as 
to  our  lives  '* 132 

31.  Special  report  of  Inspector-General  j)avis,  United  States  Army,  May  14,  1875, 
on  affairs  along  the  Rio  Grande.     The  marauding  for  the  past  year  has  been 

Practiced  to  such  an  extent  that  life  and  property  has  been  insecure,  and  people 
aving  property,  especially  Americans,  are  fleeing  to  the  towns  for  the  protec- 
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tioo  of  their  lives.     It  is  said  and  believed  that  all  of  these  marauders  are  under 
the  control  of  Cortina.    They  are  well  armed  with  improved  breech-loading 
rifles  and  pintols 133 

32.  War  Department  telegrams,  June  14,  16,  and  17,  1875,  relating  to  increase  of 

force  at  Fort  Brown,  and  use  of  naval  vessels  on  the  Rio  Grande....   135 

33.  The  sheriff  of  Hidalgo  County,  Texas,  to  General  Ord,  June  7,  1875,  relating  to 

the  situation  on  the  border 136 

34.  Collector  at  Roma,  Tex.,  to  Generid  Ord,  June  9, 1875,  relating  to  the  situation 

on  the  border 137 

35.  Report  of  the  adjutant-general  of  the  State  of  Texas  for  the  year  1875,  relating 

to  affairs  on  the  Rio  Grande 139 

36.  Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Fish,  July  7,  1875.   Conference  with  the  Mexican  minister  of 

foreign  affairs,  relating  to  the  troubles  on  the  Rio  Grande  border.  The  neces- 
sity that  a  strong  force  of  the  Mexican  federal  army  should  be  sent  there.  Ar- 
rest of  Cortina 143 

37.  Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Fish,  July  12,  1875.  Official  announcement  of  the  arrest  of  Cor- 

tina and  his  removal  from  the  frontier.  The  most  decisive  step  yet  taken  by 
the  Mexican  Government  for  the  restoration  of  order  on  the  Rio  Grande  bor- 
der        144 

38.  General  Old  to  Chief  Signal  Officer  United  States  Army,  Au^st  13,  1875.    The 

military  telegraph-line  along  the  Rio  Grande  constantly  destroyed 144 

39.  General  Ord  to  Adjutant-General  United  States  Army,  August  23,  1875.    The  cir- 

cumstances on  the  border  almost  identical  with  the  piracies  on  our  commeros 

once  committed  bv  the  Algerines 145 

40.  Telegrams,  November  18  and  19,   1875,  relating  to  raid  at  Las  Cuevas  and 

crossing  into  Mexico  of  United  States  and  State  troops 145 

41.  Colonel  rotter  to  assistant  adjutant-general,  January  7,  1876,  relating  to  raid 

and  crossing  at  Las  Cuevas 146 

42.  Captain  McNally  to  General  Potter,  December  14,  1875,  statement  of  number  of 

stolen  cattle  recently  crossed  from  Texas  into  Mexico 147 

43.  Resolution  and  memorial  of  the  constitutional  convention  of  the  State  of  Texas, 

asking  the  attention  of  Congress  to  the  condition  of  the  Texas  frontiers,  No- 
vember 24,  1875... 148 

44.  Report,  February  29,  1876,  of  the  special  committee  on  the  Mexican  border 

troubles,  appointed  under  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  passed 
January  6,  1876 150 

45.  Statement  appended  to  preceding  report,  embracing  extracts  from  the  evidence 

as  to  murders  and  violence  by  Mexicans,  from  the  report  of  the  commissioners 
appointed  in  1872;  and  enumeration  of  robberies,  murders,  and  assaults  by 
raiders  since  the  report  of  the  commissioners  of  1872 162 

46.  Extract  from  the  testimony  taken  by  the  special  committee  appointed  under 

the  above  resolution  of  January  6,  1876.  Testimony  of  Capt.  S.  H.  McNally, 
commandi  ng  Texas  State  militia  on  the  border,  January  24,  1 876 167 

47.  Testimony  otGeneral  Ord,  commanding  Military  Department  of  Texas,  February 

12,  1876.-... 173 

48.  Testimony  of  J.  L.  Haynes,  United  States  collector  of  customs  at  Brownsville, 

Tex.,  February  14,  1876 '. 184 

49.  Report  of-  the  permanent  committee  appointed  at  a  meeting  of  the  citiaens  of 

Brownsville,  Tex.,  April  17,  1875,  appended  to  testimony  of  Mr.  Haynes 183 

50.  Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Fish,  May  26,  1876.   Escape  of  General  Cortina  from  the  city 

of  Mexico,  where  he  had  been  held  as  a  prisoner.     He  joins  the  revolutionists 

and  issues  a  proclamation  in  favor  of  Porfirio  Diaz 198 

CORRESPONDBNCE  RELATING  TO  INDIAN  DEPREDATIONS  UN  THE  MEXICAN  BORDER. 

51.  Mr.  FHsh  to  Mr.  Nelson,  December  12, 1870,  transmitting  letter  from  the  Secre- 

tary of  War  relating  to  pursuit  of  Indians  into  Mexican  territory 198 

52.  Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  l<ish,  January  10,  1871,  transmitting  correspondence  with 

the  Mexican  Government  relating  to  the  above  subject 199 

53.  Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Nelson,  Febraary  7,  1871.    Farther  instraction  relating  to  con- 

sent fur  the  crossing  of  United  States  troops  into  Mexico  in  pursuit  of  Indians. .      201 

54.  Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fish,  April  29,  1H71,  transmitting  the  reply  of  the  Mexican 

executive  to  the  foregoing  proposition  ;  consent  not  deemed  practicable 201 

55.  Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fish,  June  2,  1871,  transmitting  communication  from  the 

United  States  commercial  agent  at  Piedras  Negras,  relating  to  Indian  depreda- 
tions on  the  Mexican  frontier 203 

56.  Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Nelson,  June  26,  1871,  relating  to  depredations  of  Indians  from 

Mexico  across  the  frontier  of  Texas.  *'  The  frequency  of  those  raids,  the  serious 
losses  which  they  occasion,  and  the  impunity  of  their  perpetrators  merit  grave 
consideration  on  the  part  of  this  government" 204 
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57.  Mr.  Davis  to  Mr.  NelsoD,  Aug^ust  7,  1871.     Abortive  attempts  to  secure  the  re- 

moval of  the  Kickapoo  Indiang  from  Mexico 204 

58.  Mr.  NelsoD  to  Mr.  Fish,  August  30, 1871.     Interview  with  the  Mexican  minister 

of  foreign  affairs  upon  the  above  subject.  lie  is  informed  that  it  may  become 
necessary  to  pursue  hostile  Indians  into  Mexico  without  the  consent  of  that 
government 205 

59.  Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Nelson,  October  31,  1871.     Recent  attack  by  Indians  from 

Mexico  upon  plantations  in  Texas,  near  the  border 206 

60.  Mr.  Hunter  to   Mr.  Nelson,   November  7,  1871,  transmitting  correspondence 

from  the  War  Department  relative  to  the  above.     **  A  nation  is  answerable  for 

hostile  attacks  upon  its  neighbors  by  persons  owing  it  allegiance  " 207 

~  61.  Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Nelson,  February  27, 1872.     Depredations  by  Kickapoo  Indians 

from  Mexico  upon  Texas  encouraged,  if  not  instigated,  by  Mexicans 208 

62.  Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fish,  March  25, 1H72,  transmitting  copy  of  a  note  addressed 

by  him  to  the  Mexican  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  setting  forth  the  evils  and 
perils  which  result  from  the  incursion  of  Indians  into  Texas^  and  the  absolute 
necessity  of  vigorous  measures  for  the  final  suppression  of  these  outrages. 
Permission  for  troops  of  the  United  States  to  cross  the  Mexican  frontier  again 
solicited 209 

63.  Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fish,  April  26, 1872,  inclosing  reply  of  Mexican  Government 

relating  to  passage  of  American  troops  into  Mexican  territory  in  pursuit  of 
marauding  Indians.  Permission  declined.  The  removal  of  the  Indians  to  res- 
ervations in  the  United  States  proposed 210 

64.  Mr.  Hale,  Acting  Secretary,  to  Mr.  Nelson,  July  8, 1872,  transmitting  letters  from 

the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  relating  to  the 
removal  of  the  Kickapoo  Indians  from  Mexico  to  their  reservations  in  the 
United  States 212 

65.  Mr.  Schucbardt,  United  States  commercial  agent  at  Piedras  Ne^ras,  Mexico,  to 

Mr.  Hunter,  July  15, 1872.     Detailed  account  of  the  position  of  the  above  and 

other  hostile  Indians  in  Mexico,  and  their  relations  to  the  border  troubles 21S 

66.  Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Nelson,  January  16,  1873,  transmitting  further  dispatch  ad- 

dressed to  the  department  relating  to  incursions  of  Indians  from  Mexico  into 
Texas.  *'The  federal  government  of  that  republic  appears  to  be  so  apathetic 
on  this  subject  or  so  powerless  to  prevent  such  raids,  that  sooner  or  later  this 
government  will  have  no  other  alternative  than  to  endeavor  to  secure  quiet  on 
the  frontier  by  seeking  the  marauders  and  punishing  them  in  their  haunts, 

wherever  they  mav  be" 214 

'  67.  Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fish,  April  24,  1873.    The  co-operation  of  the  Mexican  Gov- 
ernment in  the  removal  of  the  Kickapoo  Indians  requested  and  promised:...       215 

68.  Mr.  Schuchardt  to  Mr.  Hunter,  Mav  17,  1873.     Further  information  relating  to 

the  character  of  the  Indian  raids  irom  Mexico  into  Texas 216 

69.  Extract,  relating  to  depredations  by  Indians  from  Mexico,  from  the  second  report, 

June  30, 1873,  of  the  United  States  commissioners  for  inquiring  into  the  depre- 
dations committed  on  the  Texas  frontier,  appointed  under  joint  resolution  of 
Congress  approved  May  7,  1872 217 

70.  Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Fish,  November  30,  1874.     Arrival  of  commissioners  for  the 

removal  of  the  Kickapoo  Indians.  The  Mexican  Government  advised  and  its 
co-operation  requested 225 

71.  Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Foster,  February  H,  1875.     Reported  co-operation  of  a  Mexican 

officer  in  the  pursuit  of  Indians.    Gratification  expressed  therefor 226 

72.  Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Foster,  April  12,  1875.     EmbarraHsmeutH  encountered  from  the 

local  authorities  by  the  United  States  commissioner  in  the  reiduval  of  Indians 

from  Mexico : 226 

73.  Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Foster,  April  13,  1875.     Further  depredations  in  Texas  by  In- 

dians from  Mexico 227 

74.  Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Fish,  Mav  15.  1875.     Further  representations  made  to  the 

Mexican  Government  regarding  the  Indian  difficulties 227 

75.  Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Fish,  June  25,  187.^,  transmitting  communication  from  the 

Mexican  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  in  which  the  question  of  the  Indian  diffi- 
culties is  reviewed,  the  conduct  of  the  Mexican  Government  justified,  and  the 
position  taken  that  that  government  cannot  enforce  the  extradition  of  the 
Indians 228 

76.  Greneral  Ord  to  the  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  November  16,  1875.    The  cen- 

tral government  of  Mexico  powerless  to  control  Indians  on  its  frontier.    The 

local  authorities  should  be  held  responsible 231 

77.  Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Foster,  November  16,  1875,  transmitting  communication  from 

the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  recommending  the  removal  of  the  Indians  referred 

to  into  the  interior  of  Mexico 232 
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78.  Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Fish,  February  1,  1876,  transmitting:  letter  from  Colonel  Will- 

iams, United  States  commissioner  for  the  removal  of  the  Indians  id  Chihnahua, 
relating  to  his  arrangements  with  the  anthorities  of  that  St^te.  Delay  in  the 
approval  by  the  Federal  Executive.  Conferences  with  the  Mexican  Govern- 
ment upon  this  subject 232    — 

79.  Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Fish,  March  8,  1876.     The  removal  of  the  Indians  in  Chihua- 

hua from  the  Rio  Grande  border  to  the  interior  of  Mexico  decided  upon 234 

80.  Mr.  Evarts  to  Mr.  Foster,  March  3!,  1877,  transmitting  letter  from  the  Secretary 

of  War,  relating  to  the  continuance  of  raids  by  marauding  parties  of  Indians 
and  others  from  Mexico  into  Texas  and  to  many  recent  instances  of  the  murder 
and  robbery  of  American  citizens  committed  by  them.  The  Lieutenant- Gen- 
eral of  the  Army  recommends  that  the  Mexican  Government  be  compelled  to 

prevent  these  hostile  incursions 235- 

8J.  Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Evarts,  April  24,  1877,  reporting  conference  and  discussion 
with  the  authorities  at  the  city  of  Mexico  relating  to  the  general  subject  of 
the  Texas  border  troubles.  The  necessity  for  early  attention  to  this  question 
urged.  Not  a  single  punishment  for  these  raids  had  yet  resulted  on  the  part  of 
the  Mexican  authorities.  The  arrest  of  Cortina  by  President  Lerdo,  the  only 
step  that  indicated  any  vigor.  His  recent  arrest  by  General  Diaz  rescued 
him  from  the  death-penaUy  Canales  had  caused  to  be  pronounced  against  him. 
The  promise  obtained  last  year  of  the  removal  of  the  Indians  to  the  interior 
not  carried  out  on  account  of  the  revolution 236 

82.  General  Ord  to  the  assistant  adjutant-general,  April  3,  1877.   Chang^e  inthe  de- 

meanor of  the  local  and  revolutionary  authorities  along  the  Mexican  border. 
Since  the  last  revolution  the  worst  elements  seem  to  have  come  to  the  surface. 
"  Onr  citizens  are  being  now  plundered  more  than  has  been  customary  by  the 
bands  of  Indians  from  tne  opposite  side,  some  of  whom  exhibit  passes  from  the 
local   au  horities*' 238 

83.  Mr.  Evarts  to  Mr.  Foster,  May  28,  J 877,  relating  to  a  further  raid  into  Texas  by 

Mexicans  and  Indians  from  Mexico.  The  duty  of  Mexico  at  least  to  aid  in  re- 
straining snch  depredations  seems  to  be  clear.  **  If  this  duty  shall  continue  to 
be  neglected,  we  maybe  compelled  in  self-defense  to  disregard  the  boundary  in 
seeking  for  and  punishing  those  bandits  '* 239^ 

84.  Mr.  Evarts  to  Mr.  Foster,  June  4, 1877,  referring  to  the  previous  correspondence 

upon  the  subject,  and  transmitting  copy  of  letter,  June  1,  1877,  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  to  General  Sherman  in  relation  to  the  suppression  of  raids  by 
marauding  parties  from  Mexico  across  the  border  into  Texas 241 

85.  Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Evarts,  telegram,  June  21,  1877.     Mexican  minister  of   war 
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THE  CORTINA  RAID  IN  1859-'60. 


Official  report  of  Major  Seintzelman. 

(H.  Ex.  Doc.  81,  36th  Cong.,  Ist  Seas.,  p.  2  ) 

REPORT. 

Headquarters  Brownsville  Expedition, 

«  Fort  Brown,  Texas,  March  1,  I860. 

Sir  :  Id  compliance  with  the  instructions  contained  in  yonr  letter  of  January  7,  1860,  X 
have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report : 

In  compliance  with  Special  Order  No.  103,  headquarters  Department  of  Texas,  San  An- 
tonio, November  12, 1859,  I  repaired  to  San  Antonio  and  reported  to  the  commanding  gen- 
eral for  instructions. 

I  was  directed  to  proceed  toward  Brownsville  and  disperse  anv  hostile  parties  I  might 
meet,  &c.  From  acconnts  receiveH  soon  after,  the  reports  were  believed  to  be  gpreatly  ex- 
aggerated, and  the  expedition  was  broken  up.  But  I  was  directed  to  proceed  to  Brownsville 
and  make  full  inquiries  there  and  on  the  frontier  above. 

I  reached  Brownsville  on  the  night  of  the  5th  of  December. 

Juan  Nepomuceno  Cortinas  (or  Cortina),  the  leader  of  the  banditti  who  have  for  the  last 
^'9Q  months  been  in  arms  on  the  Lower  Rio  Grande,  murdering,  robbing,  and  burning,  is  a 
raiichero,  at  one  time  claiming  to  be  an  American  and  at  another  a  Mexican  citizen.  At  the 
time  Oeneral  Tavlor  arrived  on  the  banks  of  the  Rio  Grande  he  was  a  soldier  in  General 
Arista's  army.     He  has  been  for  years  noted  as  a  lawless,  desperate  man. 

Ten  years  ago  he  was  indicted  for  murder,  and  the  sheriff  attempted  to  arrest  him,  which 
made  him  for  a  long  period  keep  out  of  the  way  until  the  witnesses  were  gone.  In  1854 
he  again  began  to  be  seen  about ;  but  no  effort  was  made  to  arrest  him  until  in  the  spring  of 
1859,  when  he  was  indicted  for  horse-stealing,  and  he  has  since  been  a  fugitive  from  justice. 
When  he  came  to  town  he  was  always  well  armed,  or  had  some  of  his  friends  around  him, 
making  it  dangerous  to  interfere  with  him.  His  principal  business  has  been  dealing  in  stock  ; 
purchasing  or  stealing,  as  was  the  most  convenient.  He  had  great  influence  with  his  class 
of  the  Mexican  population,  and  thus,  as  he  controlled  so  many  votes,  was  courted  at  elec- 
tions by  politicians. 

He  hf^  a  ranch  called  San  Jos^,  a  few  miles  from  town,  and  whenever  there  was  any  dan- 
ger of  arrest  he  would  retire  to  this  place  and  keep  himself  surrounded  by  a  band  of  outlaws, 
as  desperate  as  himself.  Leading  this  lawless  life,  he  and  those  around  him  made  numer- 
ous enemies.  On  the  13th  of  July  last  he  was  in  Brownsville  with  some  of  his  ranchero 
friends,  when  a  man  who  was  formerly  a  servant  of  his  was  arrested  by  the  city  marshal 
for  abusing  a  coffee-house  keeper.  Cortina  attempted  to  rescue  the  man  ;  he  fired  twice  on 
the  marshal,  the  second  shot  wounding  him  m  the  shoulder,  and  rescued  the  prisoner.  He 
mounted  his  horse,  took  the  prisoner  up  behind  him,  and  with  his  friends  around  him  rode 
off,  defying  the  authorities  to  arrest  him.  He  escaped  to  Matamoros,  and  there  was  treated 
with  consideration  and  lauded  as  the  defender  of  Mexican  rights. 

For  this  an  effort  was  made  by  the  sheriff  to  arrest  him.  A  party  was  got  up,  but  thev 
did  not  succeed  in  getting  what  they  considered  a  sufficient  force,  and  the  posse  never  started. 
Several  of  the  men  who  were  active  on  this  occasion  were  known  to  Cortinas,  and  they 
were  marked. 

It  has  been  reported  that  he  held  a  captain's  commission  in  the  Mexican  army.  He  at 
one  time  was  a  lieutenant  under  General  Garcia,  but  was  detected  selling  the  horses  given 
to  him  for  a  remount,  and  was  dismissed.  Since  these  troubles  commenced  he  has  offered 
his  services  with  fifty  men  to  General  Garcia,  but  they  were  declined. 

He  probably  held  some  commission  in  the  custom-house  or  maritime  guards.  Under  this 
pretext  he  recruited  men  and  purchased  arms.     Don  Miguel  Trevifio,  his  first  cousin,  on 
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the  28th  of  September,  said  in  Brownsville  to  some  of  his  frieuds  that  he  "  was  a  desperate, 
contrary  fellow.  When  every  one  thouf^ht  that  he  had  started  for  the  interior  he  turned  up 
suddenly  in  Brownsville."  He,  no  doubt,  when  he  came  over  here,  intended  to  kill  all  his 
enemies  that  he  could  catch,  and  then  f^o  into  the  interior. 

Before  daylight,  on  the  mornin^if  of  the  28th  of  September,  Cortinas  entered  the  city  of 
Brownsville  with  a  body  of  mounted  men,  variously  estimated  at  from  forty  to  eighty, 
leaving  two  small  parties  of  foot  outside — one  near  the  cemetery,  the  other  near  the  suburb 
of  Framirefio.  The  citizens  were  awakened  by  firing  and  cries  of  **  Viva  cheno  Cortinas  !  " 
**Mueran  los  Gringos  !  "  **  Viva  Mexico!"  The  city  was  already  in  his  possession,  with 
sentinels  at  the  comers  of  the  principal  streets  and  armed  men  riding  about.  He  avowed 
his  determination  to  kill  the  Americars,  but  assured  Mexicans  and  foreigners  that  they 
should  not  be  molested.  Thus  was  a  city  of  from  two  thousand  to  three  thousand  inhabit- 
ants occupied  by  a  band  of  armed  bandits,  a  thing  till  now  unheard  of  in  these  United 
States. 

He  made  his  headquarters  in  the  deserted  garrison  of  Fort  Brown,  and  sent  mounted  men 
through  the  streets  hunting  up  their  enemies.  He  broke  open  the  jail,  liberated  the  pris- 
oners, knocked  off  their  irons,  and  had  them  join  him.  He  killed  the  jailer,  Johnson,  a  con- 
stable named  George  Morris,  young  Neale  in  his  bed,  and  two  Mexicans;  was  after 
Glaseche,  the  wounded  city  marshal,  and  others.  One  of  his  men  was  killed  by  the  jailer 
in  the  attack  on  the  jail. 

Cortinas  himself  rode  up  to  a  store  on  the  levee  and  called  for  spirits  of  turpentine.  A 
few  minntes  after  this,  General  Caravajal  made  his  appearance  on  the  levee,  and  said  that 
he  would  try  and  put  a  stop  to  all  thia,  and  seeing  Don  Miguel  Trevitio  on  the  opposite  bank 
of  the  river,  called  to  him  to  cross  over  to  this  side  instantly.  Thit^  he  did,  on  horseback, 
accompanied  bv  Don  Agassito  Longosia.  General  Caravajal  then  sent  for  Cortinas,  and, 
.after  a  talk  with  him,  he  with  his  men,  mounted  and  on  foot,  numbering  about  sixty, 
"marched  alon^  the  levee  out  toward  his  mother's  rancho,  about  nine  miles  above  the  town. 

His  party  did  not  make  any  attempt  to  plunder  or  rob,  but  were  active  in  looking  for  the 
persons  who  had  assembled  to  accompany  the  sheriff  to  arrest  him,  or  for  those  who  could 
oe  witnesses  against  him  for  former  offenses.  Two  of  those  killed  had  personal  enemies 
amongst  Cortinas's  men. 

His  sole  object  appeared  to  be  revenge,  but  his  men  were  getting  liquor,  and  the  conse- 
quences were  only  prevented  by  the  exertions  of  the  gentleman  above  named  and  the  Mexi- 
can consul,  Don  Manuel  Treviflo,  in  inducing  him  to  leave  the  town.  There  were  but 
thirty  or  forty  native  Americans  in  the  place,  and  they  mostly  unarmed,  and  being  taken 
completely  by  surprise,  no  effort  was  made  to  oppose  him.  There  are  said  not  to  be  over 
ei|;hty  American  citizens,  native  or  naturalized,  in  the  two  counties  of  Cameron  and 
Hidalgo.    Many  of  the  foreigners  in  Brownsville  refused  to  give  any  aid  in  its  defense. 

Two  days  after  (30th  of  September)  Cortinas  issued  his  first  proclamation,  in  which  he 
bid  defiance  to  law,  and  assumed  to  protect  those  whom  he  alleged  had  been  injured  on  ac- 
count of  their  Mexican  origin,  and  accusing  the  lawyers  of  despoiling  them  of  their  lands. 

After  leaving  Brownsville  he  encamped  at  his  mother's  rancho,  and  was  there  joined  by 
stragglers  from  town  and  Mexicans  from  the  neighboring  ranches.  Several  of  the  citizens 
of  Matamoros.  and  Browpsville  now  visited  his  camp  and  had  interviews  with  him.  He 
appeared  only  to  wish  to  have  time  to  cross  his  property,  stock,  &c.,  into  Mexico.  He  took 
his  time,  without  being  molested,  and  then  crossed  with  his  men.  He  and  his  men  staid 
about  Matamoros  publicly,  unmolested  by  the  authorities. 

About  the  J 2th  of  October,  several  days  after  he  left  this  side,  the  sheriff,  with  a  posse, 
started  up  the  river  to  visit  his  rancho  and  to  reconnoiter  the  country.  They  caught  Thomas 
Cabrera,  said  to  have  been  Cortinas's  second  in  command,  on  the  28th  of  September,  and 
brought  him  in  a  prisoner.  When  Cortinas,  who  was  in  Matamoros,  heard  this,  he  told 
some  of  the  most  influential  men  there  that  if  the  citizens  of  Brownsville  did  not  immedi- 
ately release  Cabrera,  that  he  would  *May  the  town  in  ashes,"  &c.  A  prominent  merchant 
in  Matamoros  came  over  at  I J  o'clock  p.  m.,  at  the  request  of  those  Mexican  gentlemen,  to 
persuade  the  people  of  Brownsville  to  comply  with  his  demand,  whilst  an  express  awaited 
on  the  other  side  their  answer  to  carry  it  to  Cortinas.  His  demand  was  refused,  but  he  was 
informed  that  the  man  was  in  the  hands  of  the  sheriff,  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  laws  of  the 
country. 

The  night  after  the  arrival  of  Captain  Tobin's  company  Cabrera  was  found  hung. 

Cortinas,  with  forty  men,  crossed  the  river  the  same  night.  He  received  their  answer, 
and  took  np  his  old  quarters  at  his  mother's  rancho.  Here  he  collected  men  and  arms,  and 
prepared  to  carry  out  his  threats,  occasionally  sending  threatening  communications  to  the 
antoorities.  His  men  would  make  their  appearance  on  the  outskirts  of  the  town  in  open 
daylight ;  but  the  citizens  had  now  organized  and  armed,  and  kept  a  guard  day  and  night. 

Some  Mexican  troops  who  had  been  called  over  about  the  30th  of  September,  and  who  had 
returned  home  when  Cortinas  recrossed  to  the  Mexican  side,  were  now  invited  over  ag'ain. 
About  seventy-five  men  came  over  with  a  piece  of  artillery  to  join  an  expedition  which  the 
citizens  were  preparing  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  Cortinas.  They  were  of  the  National 
Guards  of  Matamoros,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Loranco  and  Don  Miguel  Trevino, 
who  accompanied  the  expedition  as  a  volunteer. 
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There  were  about  twenty  Americans  under  Captain  Thompson,  and  forty  Mexicans,  from 
the  town  and  ranches  below,  under  a  Mexican  called  Portillo,  all  mounted.  Thej  took  along 
a  four-pounder  howitzer. 

The  expedition  started  on  the  22d  of  October,  met  the  enemy  nine  miles  from  town  on  the 
24th,  routed  him  from  his  first  position,  and  followed  him  up  as  he  retreated  into  the  chap- 
arral, from  which,  without  being  seen,  he  kept  up  a  constant  fire.  Here  the  Mexican  gun 
stuck  in  the  mud,  and  on  the  second  discha^e  it  was  dlKmounted,  and  was  then  abandoned. 
The  advance  fell  back.  The  other  gun,  with  its  ammunition,  was  also  abandoned,  but,  it  is 
said,  not  until  it  was  thrown  into  the  river.  However,  both  the  guns  were  in  Cortinas's 
camp  that  night.  The  flight  now  became  general,  all  being  anxious  to  be  the  first  to  reach 
Hrawnsville.  The  Mexican  troops  had  four  men  wounded,  and  brought  up  the  rear.  One 
Mexican  with  Portillo  was  aUo  badly  wounded.  Two  men  of  Cortinas's — all  that  he  lost — 
were  killed  by  the  Mexican  troops. 

The  Mexican  troops  had  but  from  eight  to  twelve  rounds  of  ammunition,  and  they  did  not 
retreat  until  it  gave  out.  They  are  accused,  but  I  think  most  unjustly,  of  having  fired  blank 
cartridges,  and  that  the  cap-squares  were  loosened  to  dismount  the  gun. 

Cortinas  now  had  two  pieces  of  artillery,  and  was  much  emboldened  by  his  success. 
Large  re-enforcements  joined  him,  some  voluntarily,  others  he  compelled  from  the  neighbor- 
ing ranches.  He  commenced  levying  contributions  of  arms,  horses,  beef-cattle,  corn,  every- 
thing that  he  wanted  for  his  men,  sometimes  giving  receipts  for  what  he  took. 

He  intercepted  all  the  mails  to  and  from  this  place,  except  the  Point  Isabel,  by  capturing 
the  mail-riders,  cut  open  the  mail-bags,  and  had  the  letters  read  to  him ;  he  cannot  read  or 
write.  Once  he  sent  in  the  letters  opened,  with  a  note  apologizing  to  the  postmaster,  "  as 
it  was  a  matter  of  necessity  for  him  to  know  what  steps  were  taken  against  him.**  By  this 
means  he  knew  more  of  what  was  going  on  outside  of  Brownsville  than  its  citizens. 

He  knew  when  the  rangers  with  Captain  Tobiu  were  expected,  and  made  arrangements 
to  intercept  them.  Glaseche,  however,  went  and  guided  them  in  about  midnight,  without 
their  meeting  any  one.  The  same  night  Cortinas  was  known  to  be  hovering  about  town, 
and  Tobin*s  men  were  received  with  a  shower  of  grape  fired  at  them  before  they  were  recog- 
nized.    This  was  the  10th  of  November. 

About  eight  days  after,  thirty  men  were  sent  under  Lieutenant  Littleton  toward  the  Ar- 
royo Colorado  to  meet  Captain  Donaldson's  company.  He  missed  Donaldson,  but  on  the 
Palo  Alto  prairie  fell  into  an  ambuscade  prepared  by  Cortinas,  and  lost  three  men  killed  and 
one  wounded  and  a  prisoner.  The  next  day  when  a  party  went  out  to  bring  the  dead  they 
found  this  man  murdered  and  all  the  dead  mntilated.  They  went  to  8anta  Rita,  seven  miles 
from  here,  to  attack  Cortinas,  but  knowing  that  he  had  artillery,  and  thinking  that  he  was 
too  strong*  they  only  made  a  demonstration  and  returned  to  the  city.  All  this  only  served 
to  give  Cortinas  and  his  followers  confidence.  He  now  believed  that  he  could  stand  his 
ground  against  the  whole  State  of  Texas. 

In  the  mean  time  more  volunteers  arrived.  On  the  2*2d  of  November  the  rangers  under 
Captain  Tobiu,  numbering  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  men,  including  in  this  Captain 
Kenedy's  company  of  citizens  from  Brownsville,  the  ludianola  company,  and  a  24-pounder 
howitzer,  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Langdon,  United  States  Artillery,  who  volunteered, 
again  started  out  to  exterminate  Cortinas.  On  the  24th  Captain  Tobin  had  his  whole  force 
collected  at  Santa  Rita,  seven  miles  above  town.  Here  he  left  the  24-pounder  and  about 
sixty  men,  and  advanced  with  the  main  body  of  his  force  to  make  a  reconnaissance.  The 
advance,  when  near  the  intrench ment,  two  miles  above  Santa  Rita,  was  fired  upon  by  both 
cannon  and  small- arms.  Tbf)  fire  was  returned.  Captain  Tobin  now  gave  the  order  to  fall 
back  and  wait  for  the  artillery,  but  the  whole  force  fell  back  to  Santa  Rita.  Here  there  was 
another  council  and  a  misunderstanding,  and  the  next  morning  sixty  men  started  back  to 
town.  The  next  day  (25th)  Captain  Tobin  again  advanced,  bat  when  near  the  barricades 
there  was  another  consultation,  and  it  was  decided  to  be  imprudent  to  risk  an  attack,  and 
the  whole  force  marched  back  to  Brownsville. 

It  was  a  wise  decision.  In  their  disorganized  condition  an  attack  would  have  brought 
certain  defeat.     About  a  month  before  this  the  streets  of  Brownsville  were  barricaded. 

Continas  was  now  a  great  man;  he  had  defeated  the  '* Gringos,"  and  his  position  was 
impregnabfe  ;  he  had  the  Mexican  flag  flying  in  his  camp,  and  numbers  were  flocking  to  his 
standard.  When  ho  visited  Matamoros  he  was  received  as  the  champion  of  his  race—  as  the 
man  who  would  right  the  wrongs  the  Mexicans  had  received  ;  that  he  would  drive  back  the 
hated  Americans  to  the*Nueces,  and  some  even  spoke  of  the  Sabine  as  the  future  boundary.  The 
lower  order  of  Mexicans  hate  Americans,  and  the  educated  classes  are  not  always  exempt 
from  this  feeling.  This  is  well  shown  from  the  difficulty  we  had  in  obtainmg  information. 
When  his  force  and  all  his  movements  were  well  known  in  Matamoros,  with  daily  intorc/ourse 
with  his  camp,  we  were  answered  wiih  vague  and  exaggerated  accounts.  Men  who  have 
lived  here  for  years,  and  are  united  to  Mexican  women,  could  learn  nothing  reliable. 

A  party  of  forty  men,  under  Santo  Cadena,  joined  him  from  Agua  Leguas,  in  Nueva 
Leon,  remained  until  they  were  loaded  with  plunder,  and  then  returned  to  their  homes. 
Another  party  of  sixty  convicts  escaped  from  prison  at  Victoria,  in  Tamaulipas,  armed 
themselves,  and,  after  a  fight  with  the  authorities,  marched  through  the  country  to  the  Rio 
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Grande,  and  joined  him.     Affairs  remained  in  this  state  until  we  arrived  here  on  the  night 
of  the  5th  of  December. 

I  entered  the  town  that  night  with  Captain  Stoneman*B  Company  £,  Second  Cavalry,  forty- 
six  men,  and  L  and  M  Companies,  Fisst  Artillery,  sixty-six  men,  and  five  men  of  the  First 
Infantr} — in  all,  five  officers  and  one  hundred  and  seventeen  men.  In  Fort  Brown  were 
Captain'  Rickett*s  company.  First  Artillery,  of  forty ^eight  men. 

On  our  march  from  the  Nueces  to  the  Arroyo  Colorado  we  only  met  two  Americans  and  a 
Mexican  cart.  All  travel  had  ceased  for  some  time.  At  the  arroyo  we  first  learned  to  a 
certainty  that  Captain  Tobin  was  in  Brownsville,  but  that  he  had  not  dislodged  Cortinas, 
and  got  the  most  exaggerated  accounts  of  the  latter*s  forces. 

The  morning  after  our  arrival  I  endeavored  to  get  information  as  to  the  number,  position^ 
and  objects  or  Cortinas.  Every  one  appeared  to  be  as  ignorant  of  these  matters  as  I  was. 
Accounts  ranged  as  high  as  fifteen  hundred  men.  I  finally  satisfied  myself  that  he  could 
not  have  over  three  hundred  and  fifty  men,  and  that  he  occupied  a  fortified  position  across 
the  river  road,  about  nine  miles  above  town,  and  that  his  worKs  were  armed  with  two  pieces 
of  artillery.     As  to  his  obiects,  no  one  knew. 

Captain  Tobin  informed  me  that  he  had  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  rangers,  and  placed 
himself  under  my  command.  I  wished  him  to  send  out  parties  to  reconnoiter  their  pi  sition. 
Several  went,  but  none  of  them  ever  got  near  enough  to  give  me  any  information.  At  1 
o'clock  a.  m.,  the  Mth  of  December,  we  marched  out  of  Brownsville  with  one  hundred  uid 
sixty-five  officers  and  men  of  the  Regular  Army,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  rangers. 
Half  an  hour  before  day  I  halted  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  point  where  I  was  told  his  in- 
trenchment  was. 

I  was  desirous  of  having  a  reconnaissance  made  before  proceeding  farther.  The  rangers 
were  so  thoroughly  stampeded  by  their  previous  expedition  that  it  was  only  after  much  diffi- 
culty and  delay  that  I  could  get  any  one  to  go,  and  then  only  by  Judge  Davis,  who  had 
been  out  with  them  before,  volunteering  to  go  with  them.  We  advanced  and  found  that 
the  intrenchment  had  been  abandoned  apparently  for  a  week.  It  consisted  of  a  heavy 
breastwork  of  ebony  logs  and  earth  mixed  with  brush  across  the  road,  with  two  embrasures 
and  a  ditch  in  front.  About  one  hundred  yards  beyond  another  had  been  commenced  to 
face  the  other  way.    The  first  was  badly  located,  and  could  easily  have  been  turned. 

After  a  short  delay  in  clearing  a  road  around  these  obstructions  the  march  was  resumed. 
About  three  miles  farther,  where  the  road  is  straight  and  passing  through  a  very  dense  cha- 
parral with  ebony  trees,  our  attention  was  attracted  by  tne  waving  of  a  flag  six  or  seven 
Lund  red  yards  in  advance,  with  a  few  men  about  it.  In  a  moment  more  a  burst  of  smoke 
and  a  round  shot  down  the  road  informed  me  that  the  enemy  was  before  us.  Until  this 
event  the  general  impression  was  that  Cortinas  would  not  dare  fire  upon  the  United  States 
troops. 

I  immediately  ordered  the  guns  uulimbered  and  the  fire  returned.  The  rangers  seeing 
with  how  much  coolness  the  regular  troops  stood  the  fire  of  the  enennr,  regained  confidence, 
and  were  finally  induced  to  advance  to  the  attack.  With  the  aid  of^L«nd  M  Companies, 
First  Artillery,  they  took  the  enemies*  camp,  at  Vicente  Guenais',  a  few  hundred  yards  be- 
yond, capturing  some  provisions  and  arms.  The  pursuit  was  continued  about  two  miles 
farther.  Some  horsemen  made  their  escape  across  the  river  into  Mexico.  Where  the  enemy 
was  posted  the  ebaf>arral  was  so  dense  tnat  but  a  small  portion  of  the  force  was  engaged. 
This  was  one  of  Cortinas*s  principal  camps,  and  had  been  long  occupied,  but  he  was  not  in 
it.  The  infantry  were  commanded  by  Pancho  Balli,  and  the  artillery  by  Antonio  Juares  or 
Jautes,  and  in  all  about  sixty  men.  The  resistance  they  made  was  quite  trifling.  We  had 
two  men  of  the  artillery  siightlv  wounded,  and  a  ranger  mortally.    The  enemy  lost  eighL 

Here,  whilst  we  halted  to  refresh  the  men  and  animals,  Major  Ford  came  up  with  fifty-five 
men.    He  heard  the  firing  in  the  morning,  and  rode  forty  miles,  via  Brownsville,  to  join  us. 

A  rain  set  in,  and  contmuing,  the  next  morning  we  returned  to  town.  I  had  learned  that 
Cortinas  was  behind  us,  back  in  the  country,  and  would  probably  come  in  on  the  river.  We 
reached  town  without  meeting  any  of  the  enemy. 

I  was,  on  my  return  to  town,  informed  that  Cortinas  was  on  his  way  to  attack  Point 
Isabel  and  bum  the  custom-house,  full  of  valuable  goods,  and  that  he  had  also  large  parties 
toward  the  Arroyo  Colorado.  I  sent  out  three  strong  parties,  but  in  a  few  days  they  re- 
turned without  meeting  anv  one.  I  was  now  satisfied  that  he  had  concentrated  his  whole 
force,  and  was  retiring  up  the  river  to  la^  waste  the  country. 

I  started  on  the  21st  of  December  with  all  the  force  I  could  collect,  amounting  to  one 
hundred  and  fiflv  regulars  and  one  hundred  and  ninety-eight  rangers.  I  had  information 
that  was  deemed  reliable  that  Cortinas  had  fortified  himself  at  the  Baston,  thirty-five  miles 
A'om.town,  in  Mr.  Neale*s  brick  house,  loop-holed  and  surrounded  by  corrals.  We  came  in 
sight  of  the  Baston  at  twelve  o'clock  m.  on  the  23d,  found  the  fences,  corrals,  and  jacales 
burned,  the  house  sacked,  and  the  enemy  gone. 

The  next  place  I  was  told  that  we  should  certainly  meet  him  was  in  a  bend  of  the  river  a 
mile  bejond— Edi  oburg.  We  reached  Ediuburg  on  Sunday,  the  25th  of  December.  Although 
we  met  seveial  Mexicans  from  Reynosa,  Mexico,  not  one  could  tell  us  anything  about  him, 
except  that  he  had  left  after  plundering  the  custom-house,  post-office,  &c.,  which  we  could 
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see  ourselves.   His  next  position  was  a  cane-brake,  a  few  miles  beyond  Edinburg ;  but  when 
we  arrived  he  had  left. 

The  next  day  I  learned  that  Cortinas  was  occupying^ Ring^gfold  barracks  and  Rio  Grande 
City,  with  bis  troops  encamped  on  the  plaza.  Major  Ford,  who  was  in  advance  here,  sent 
Colonel  Lockridge  with  the  information.  I  determined  to  surprise  bim  by  a  night  march. 
As  our  march  was  most  of  the  way  in  full  view  from  the  Mexican  side  of  the  river/we  went 
into  camp  at  the  usual  time  and  in  the  usual  manner.  At  midnight  we  resumed  our  march  in 
silence,  and  an  hour  before  daylight  were  three  miles  from  Rio  Grande  City.  Here  our  spiea 
met  us  with  tbe  assurance  that  he  was  still  encamped  in  Rio  Grande  City. 

I  now  made  the  arrangement  for  Ford's  and  Henou*s  companies,  eighty-five  men,  to  make 
a  detour,  and  get  on  the  road  to  Roma,  above  the  city,  ana  Captain  Tobin,  with  Tomlin- 
son's  and  Hampton's  companies,  one  hundred  and  thirteen  men,  to  move  in  advance  of  our 
right  fiank,  while  the  regulars,  giving  the  rang^ers  half  an  hour's  start,  would  advance  with 
the  artillery  along  the  road  and  attack  him  in  front. 

We  advanced  in  this  order,  but  when  we  reached  the  barracks  some  ranger  rode  up  and 
reported  that  Major  Ford  could  not  get  beyond  on  the  road,  and  had  commenced  the  attack 
in  front.  On  entering  the  town,  I  learned  that  roost  of  his  men  had  encamped  about  half  a^ 
mile  beyond.  Here  he  had  been  attacked  by  Ford,  who  was  supported  by  Captain  Tobin, 
with  his,  Tomlinson's,  and  Hampton's  companies.  The  enemy  made  a  vigorous  resistance, 
but  as  soon  as  he  saw  the  regular  troops,  with  the**  white -topped  wagons,"  rise  tbe  ridge 
back  of  the  town,  he  gave  way.  He  here  abandoned  his  provisions,  half-cooked  breakfast, 
and  a  baggage  cart,  but  carried  off  bis  artillery. 

I  ordered  up  more  troops,  but  tbe  men,  fatigued  by  a  march  of  forty  miles  since  the  mom> 
log  before,  could  not  overtake  the  advance,  and  were  sent  after  those  who  had  escaped  into 
t  he  chaparral.  At  this  time  a  dense  fog  set  in,  enabling  many  of  the  enemy  to  escape  into 
the  thick  chaparral  which  lined  the  whole  road.  I  rode  forward,  and  found  the  ranger  com- 
panies all  broken  up,  and  strewed  along  the  road,  with  most  of  the  officers  in  advance.  I 
soon  overtook  Major  Ford,  and  gave  directions  to  press  the  pursuit,  as  our  victory  would  not 
be  complete  if  thev  succeeded  in  carrying  off  their  guns.  After  a  pursuit  of  more  than  nine 
miles,  we  raptured  both  his  guns,  loaded.  There  was  no  more  attempt  made  at  resistance, 
and  here  the  last  dispersed. 

Within  a  few  minutes  after  the  capture  of  the  second  gnn,  the  men  on  foot  and  guns  and 
all  our  wagons  were  up.  They  had  made  a  march  of  nearly  ^fiy  miles  in  twenty -five  hours, 
thirty  of  them  without  stopping  for  water.  There  was  not  a  straggler  from  the  regular 
troops. 

The  defeat  was  complete.  We  captured  his  guns,  ammunition  and  baggage  carts,  provis- 
ions, eveivthing  he  could  throw  away  to  lighten  his  flight,  and  entirely  dispersed  his  force. 

We  had  sixteen  rangers  wounded,  mostly  very  slight  cases.  Cortinas  bad  between  ^y 
and  six  hundred  men,  and  his  loss  was  about  sixty  killed  and  drowned  in  the  river.  Most 
of  them  who  escaped  got  acrof  s  the  river  into  Mexico,  and  without  arms.  He  fled  to  Que- 
rero,  where  he  made  his  appearance  next  day.  He  afterwards  was  seen  at  Mier,  Camargo, 
R ey nof  a,  and  so  continuea  down  the  river,  collecting  bis  stragglers.  Many  small  parties  were 
seen  on  the  Mexican  side  of  the  river,  but  generally  unarmed.  I  sent  Captain  Stoneman's 
company  tbe  same  evening  to  Rrma  for  its  protection.  Captain  Dawson,  with  L  and 
M  Companies,  First  Artillery,  leit  on  tbe  29tb  I)ecember  to  garrison  Fort  Brown.  1  went 
to  Roma,  and  remained  until  the  15th  of  January,  I860,  then  retnmed  to  this  place  to  col- 
lect, in  compliance  with  instructions,  the  names  of  the  killed  and  amount  of  damage  done  by 
Cortinas. 

A  difficulty  about  the  organiEation  and  command  of  the  rangers  created  much  embanass- 
ment  and  delay.  An  election  was  held,  and  Tobin  was  elected  major.  I  endeavored  to 
have  the  ranfiers  distributed  alorg  the  rivei  in  f mall  parties  to  prevent  the  reorganisation  of 
the  enemy's  forces,  but  my  orders  were  never  fully  carried  out. 

Two  commissioners  of  the  State  of  Texas,  Messrs.  Navarro  and  Taylor,  now  arrived  in 
Brownsville,  to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  this  disturbance,  and  authorised  to  reorgaaiie  the 
rangers.  They  mustered  all  out  of  service,  and  then  mustered  in  Ford's  and  Littleton's 
companies. 

I  was  called  upon  by  the  commissioners  to  say  what  force  of  rangers  would  be  sufficient 
for  tbe  protection  of  the  frontier.  With  but  one  company  of  cavalry  I  was  of  the  opinion 
that  the  two  then  in  service  would  be  sufficient.    They  were  placed  under  my  command. 

I  placed  Captain  Stoneman's  cavalry  and  Ford's  and  Littleton's  companies  of  rangers  on 
the  river  between  here  and  Rio  Grande  City,  with  orders  to  keep  out  small  parties.  Cor- 
tinas's  men  were  very  active  at  this  time  crossing  over  and  driving  stock  into  Mexico. 

Cortinas,  soon  after  his  defeat  at  Rio  Grande  City,  established  a  camp  at  La  Boisa,  thirty- 
five  miles  above  here,  with  the  avowed  object  of  attacking  the  ttteamb<Nit  Ranchero,  on  her 
return  from  the  towns  above.  This  being  her  first  trip  since  last  September  it  was  well 
known  that  she  would  have  a  valuable  freight.  Her  whole  cargo  was  valued  by  tbe  officer 
of  the  boat  at  $200,000. 

During  his  stay  at  La  Bolza,  Cortinas  recruited  men,  procured  arms,  ammunition,  and  sup- 
plies. He  crossed  at  Las  Rusias  to  the  American  side  of  tbe  river,  intercepted  the  United 
otates  mail-carrier,  cut  open  the  mail  bags,  and  rifled  them  of  their  contents.     He  threatened 
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the  carrier  with  death  for  serving^  the  Americans,  and  only  spared  him  because  the  contrac 
tor  is  a  Mexican.  He  was  taken  to  La  Bolsa  and  there  kept  until  he  made  his  escape  in 
the  confusion  of  the  fifrht  of  the  4th  of  February.  At  La  Bolsa  a  frequent  subject  of  con- 
yersation  was  the  intercepting  and  robbing  of  the  steamboat.  During  the  time.  Cortinas 
was  in  constant  communication  with  the  inhabitants  of  Matamoros  and  other  towns  on' the 
river. 

On  the  3ist  of  January  I  called,  with  one  of  the  Texas  commissioners  and  the  American 
consul,  on  General  Garcia,  the  Mexican  commander  of  the  line  of  the  Brazos.  He  showed 
us  the  instructions  he  had  to  co-operate  with  the  United  States  forc4>«  in  arresting  Cortinas 
and  dispersing  his  bands.  He  told  us  that  he  had  sent  out,  but  could  not  learn  where  Cor- 
tinas was  to  be  found.     We  had  known  for  near  a  month  past  that  he  was  at  La  Bolsa. 

On  the  4th  of  February,  near  La  Bolsa,  Cortinas*s  men  fired  from  the  Mexican  side  of  the 
river  on  a  party  of  Captain  Ford*s  men,  mortally  wounding  one,  and  alrto,  a  few  minutes 
after,  on  the  steamboat.  To  repel  this  attack,  and  to  protect  the  lives  and  property  on  board 
the  boat,  it  was  advisable  to  cross  into  Mexico.  Captain  Ford,  with  Major  Tobin  and  Cap- 
tain Tomlinson,  crossed  with  forty-nine  men,  attacked  Cortinas  in  his  camp,  and  atler  a  sharp 
flkinnish  drove  him  out  of  it.  Cortinas  is  said  to  have  had  about  two  hundred  men,  and 
that  his  loss  was  twenty-nine  killed  and  forty  wounded.  We  had  but  two  men  slightly 
wounded.  Captain  Stoneman,  who  was  a  few  miles  below,  hastened  up  with  his  company, 
and  before  daylight  the  next  morning  we  had  over  two  hundred  men  on  the  ground. 

At  10^  o* clock  p.  m.  an  express  reached  me  with  a  report  of  what  had  occurred.  The  town 
was  wild  with  excitement,  reople  declared  that  war  had  commenced.  A  party  got  to- 
gether with  the  object  of  crossing  at  this  ferry  and  seizing  the  ferry-boats,  which  are  kept  at 
night  on  the  Mexican  side,  in  charge  of  a  guard.  As  there  has  been  for  some  time  past  con- 
siderable alarm  of  an  invasion  of  nlibusters  and  rangers,  a  strong  Mexican  guard  has  been 
kept  at  the  ferry. 

Some  gentlemen  who  met  them  came  and  told  me  as  I  was  returning  to  the  garrison.  I 
found  the  party  armed  on  the  bank  of  the  river.  I  had  but  little  difficulty  in  convincing 
them  of  the  folly  of  such  an  act ;  that  it  would  only  complicate  affairs ;  that  the  boats  were 
now  in  our  power,  but  that  we  were  not  prepared  nor  authorized  to  occupy  Matamoros. 

The  next  morning  I  addressed  a  note  to  GeuHral  Garcia,  informing  him  of  what  had  oc- 
curred, and  calling  upon  him  uow  to  co-operate  with  me  in  arresting  Cortinas.  I  knew  that 
he  had  received  an  express  an  hour  or  two  earlier  than  we,  and  that  from  eighty  to  a  hun- 
dred men  had  left  the  same  night,  but  it  was  believed  more  to  aid  Cortinas  than  to  arrest 
him.  The  object  of  my  note  was  more  to  learn  the  feelings  of  the  Mexican  authorities  than 
from  any  expectation  of  any  action  on  their  part  toward  arresting  Cortinas.  He  had  too 
many  friends  in  Matamoros,  and  I  doubt  whether  they  had  the  power,  if  they  had  the  incli- 
nation, to  arrest  him. 

A  few  hours  brought  me  a  reply,  in  which  General  Garcia  informed  me  that  he  had  sent 
out  a  portion  of  the  rural  police,  and  would  send  more  as  soon  as  they  could  be  organized, 
and  asking  me  to  withdraw  our  troops.  Don  Miguel  G.  Cabezas,  the  second  alcalde,  and 
Don  Manuel  Trevino,  the  Mexican  consul,  brought  the  letter,  and  were  authorized  to  give  me 
explanations. 

1  learned  from  these  gentlemen  that  about  forty  men  of  the  police  force  bad  gone,  and  that 
more  would  leave  in  the  afternoon  and  evening.  More  went,  as  promised.  In  the  conver- 
sation with  them  I  impressed  upon  them  the  absolute  necessity  for  the  most  prompt  and  en- 
ergetic measures  on  their  part  to  arrest  this  man,  for  if  he  was  permitted  to  go  on  the  most 
grave  consequences  would  follow.  As  we  had  accomplished  our  object,  and  as  I  did  not 
wish  to  continue  this  cause  of  irritation,  I  sent  orders  for  the  troops  to  recross,  which  they  did 
the  next  day,  after  an  interview  with  the  commander  of  the  police  force. 

When  Captain  Ford  came  in  sight  of  the  police  force  there  was  a  large  number  of  armed 
men  around.  Some  sixty  of  these  withdrew  to  our  side.  These  men  the  police  force  would 
not  vouch  for.     They  were  evidently  Cortinas*s  men. 

The  prudence  of  Captain  Ford  and  the  good  order  he  had  observed,  together  with  his 
prompt  withdrawal,  have  quieted  down  the  excitement.  After  the  flight  of  La  Bolsa,  some 
one  along,  but  not  of  his  command  and  contrary  to  Captain  Ford's  orders,  set  fire  to  the 
jacales  and  fences,  and  they  were  consumed.  On  the  7th  of  February  Juaquin  Arguilles, 
who  succeeded  General  Garcia  in  the  command,  addressed  me  a  note  making  reclamations 
for  the  burning  of  these  jacales,  as  some  compensation  for  the  violation  of  their  territory.  In 
my  reply  1  justified  the  act,  as  they  bad  failea  in  their  international  obligations  in  permitting 
Cortinas,  after  having  been  driven  from  our  soil,  to  occupy  their  territory,  recruit,  arm,  and 
equip  bis  men,  and  occupy  those  jacales  for  weeks,  for  the  avowed  object  of  attacking  this 
steamboat  engaged  in  lawful  traffic,  &c.     To  this  I  have  received  no  reply. 

A  few  days  after  his  defeat  at  La  Bolsa  we  again  heard  of  Cortinas,  with  from  forty  to 
sixty  men,  encamped  near  a  rancho  called  '*La  Mesa/*  about  six  miles  further  from  the 
river  and  nearly  opposite  his  old  place. 

Captain  Ford  took  post  on  our  side  of  the  river,  nearly  opposite,  and  was  getting  minute 
information  as  to  the  localities,  with  the  intention  of  surrounding  his  camp.  A  few  days 
ago  he  broke  up  this  camp  and  went  up  the  river,  it  is  supposed  by  some  to  Camargo,  and 
by  others  for  the  interior.    Linares  and  Caderita  are  mentioned.     He  has  evidently  left  this 
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IronUer.    His  brother  lays  that  he  intends  to  join  the  Indians.    His  mother  and  a  brother 
are  desirous  to  return  to  this  side  of  the  river  and  to  reoccupy  their  ranches.    This  has 
stren^hened  me  in  the  belief  that  he  has  left  permanentlj. 

In  reviewing  the  events  of  the  past  fire  or  six  months,  I  arrive  at  the  following^  facts : 

Cortinas  has  been  an  outlaw  and  fugitive  from  justice  for  the  last  ten  years.  Some  poli- 
ticians found  that  he  could  influence  a  larg;e  vote  amonfrgt  his  countrymen  and  during  an 
election  he  was  courted.  Thus  there  was  never  any  great  effort  made  to  bring  him  to  justice- 
His  mother  owns  ten  leagues  of  land  in  a  body  near  town,  much  of  it  covered  with  a  dense 
chaparral.  A  few  miles  oack  from  his  house,  near  the  river,  he  built  a  rancho  called  San 
Jose,  which  is  arranged  for  a  secure  retreat,  where  it  would  be  difficult  to  surprise  any  one. 
This  was  an  asylum  for  horse  and  cattle  thieves,  robbers,  and  murderers,  for  those  whose 
enemies  would  not  permit  them  to  live  on  the  Mexican  side  of  the  river,  or  who  dared  not 
show  themselves  in  the  thickly  settled  parts  of  this  State. 

In  Brownsville  there  were  several  persons  who  had  made  themselves  obnoxious  to  him 
and  his  associates.  His  first  object  in  coming  here  was,  no  doubt,  revenge,  to  get  rid  of 
these.  Then  he  would  have  gone  off  into  the  interior  with  some  of  his  friends,  in  a  govern- 
ment employment,  until  his  deeds  were  forgotten.  But  the  arrest  of  Cabrera,  as  ne  was 
ready  to  leave,  kept  him  back.  He  recrossed  the  river  to  rescue  Cabrera,  and  punish  those  who 
held  him  in  custody.  The  idle  and  the  dissolute  flocked  around  him,  lurea  by  the  prospect 
of  plunder.  He  soon  gained  notoriety,  and  the  affair  grew  beyond  his  control.  The  hatred 
of  Americans  on  the  frontier,  amongst  all  classes  of  Mexicans,  brought  him  men  and  means. 
Our  side  of  the  river  frirnisbed  some  horses  and  liee^  with  but  few  arms.  Most  of  bis  arms; 
ammunition,  and  supplies  to  maintain  his  forces  for  so  many  months,  came  from  Mexico, 
and  principally  from  Matamoros.  Most  of  bis  men  were  "pelados"  from  the  towns  and 
ranches  along  the  Rio  Qrande.  On  the  Mexican  side  he  always  found  a  market  for  his 
plunder.  At  Rio  Grande  City,  in  an  ammunition  box  which  we  captured,  were  orders  in 
which  he  is  styled  *'  Oeneral  en  Gefe,"  and  he  went  about  with  a  body-guard. 

The  whole  country  from  Brownsville  to  Rio  Grande  City,  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles, 
and  back  to  the  Arroyo  Colorado,  has  been  laid  waste.  There  is  not  an  American,  or  any 
property  belonging  to  an  American,  that  could  be  destroyed  in  this  large  tract  of  country. 
Their  horses  and  cattle  were  driven  across  into  Mexico,  and  there  sold — a  cow,  with  a  calf 
by  her  side,  for  a  dollar. 

At  Rio  Grande  City,  in  answer  to  the  complaints  of  his  men  that  he  had  not  fulfilled  his 
promises,  he  told  them  that  they  should  the  next  day  have  **  manos  libres  *'  from  ten  to 
twelve.  Our  unexpected  arrival  saved  the  city  from  being  sacked  and  burned,  and  the  few 
Americans  left  from  murder. 

Rio  Grande  City  is  almost  depopulated,  and  there  is  but  one  Mexican  faroilv  in  £din« 
burg.^  On  the  road  this  side  I  met  but  two  ranches  occupied,  and  those  by  Mexicans. 
The  jacales  and  fences  are  generally  burned.  The  actual  loss  in  property  can  g^ve  but  a 
faint  idea  of  the  amount  of  the  damage.  The  cattle  that  were  not  earned  off  are  scattered 
in  the  chaparral,  and  will  soon  be  wild  and  lost  to  their  owners.  Business,  as  far  up  as 
Laredo,  two  hundred  and  forty  miles,  has  been  interrupted  or  suspended  for  five  months. 
It  is  now  too  late  to  think  of  preparing  for  a  crop,  and  a  whole  season  will  be  lost. 

The  amount  of  the  claims  for  damages  presented  is  three  hundred  and  thirty-six  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-six  dollars  ana  twenty-one  cents ;  many  of  tbem  are  exaggera- 
tions, but  then  there  are  few  Mexicans  who  have  put  in  any. 

There  have  been  fifteen  Americans  and  eighty  friendlv  Mexicans  killed.  Cortinas  has 
lost  one  hundred  and  fifty-one  men  killed  ;  of  the  wounded  I  have  no  account 

The  severe  punishment  that  this  people  have  received  it  is  to  be  hoped  will  long  deter  any 
one  from  another  such  undertaking.  A  small  garrison  in  Fort  Brown  would  have  prevented 
a  thought  of  such  a  thing. .  No  people  care  less  for  the  civil,  and  are  mora  afraid  of  the 
military  power. 

His  idea  and  that  of  his  dupes  was  that  this  was  in  the  nature  of  a  Mexican  pronuncia- 
mento ;  that  he  would,  when  ne  became  formidable,  be  bought  off  by  the  authorities ;  thai 
his  men  would  return  unmolested  to  their  homes,  and  soon  all  be  forgotten. 

The  citizens  of  Brownsville  are  not  entirehr  guiltless.  Had  they  performed  thdr  dvU 
duties,  and  brought  this  man  to  justice  in  the  nrst  part  of  his  career,  or  had  they  even  have 
had  a  military  organisation,  the  morning  of  the  28th  of  September  Cortinas  would  havo 
been  shot  down  or  arrested. 

It  will  be  a  long  time  before  the  ill-feeling  engendered  by  this  outbreak  can  be  allayed. 
It  is  dangerous  for  Americans  to  settle  near  their  boundary.  The  river  ia  narrow,  and  now 
low,  and  easy  to  cross.  A  robbery  or  murder  is  committed,  and  in  a  few  minutes  the  crim- 
inal is  secure  from  pursuit.  Both  banks  must  be  under  the  same  jurisdiction.  It  will  at 
once  add  to  the  value  of  the  lands  and  promote  settlement.  The  industrious,  enterprising, 
active  race  on  one  side  cannot  exist  in  such  close  proximity  with  the  idle  and  vicious  on  the 
other  without  frequent  collisions. 

The  class  of  the  Mexican  population  (pelados)  who  joined  Cortinas,  are  an  idle,  thriftless, 
thieving,  vicious  people,  living  principally  on  jerked  beef  and  com,  a  frijole  as  a  luxury. 
The  climate  is  such  that  thev  require  but  little  in  the  way  of  clothing,  or  to  shelter  them- 
selves from  the  weather,  and  the  soil  produces  spontaneously  much  that  they  live  upon. 

6a 
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When  thej  have  enough  to  eat  thev  only  work  on  compuUion,  which  the  system  of  peonage 
furnishes  on  the  Mexican  side  of  toe  river. 

For  the  protection  of  the  frontier,  I  think  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  station  at  least  one 
company  of  infantry  at  Fort  Duncan,  one  at  Fort  Mcintosh,  one  at  Fort  Rinjrgold  barracks, 
and  two  at  Fort  Brown.  Until  there  is  a  more  stable  government  on  the  other  side,  I  would 
keep  two  companies  of  cavalry  in  the  field,  between  Ringfold  barracks  and  Brownsville. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  officers  and  men  of  the  regular  army,  and  to  those  of  the  ran- 
gers for  their  cheerful  and  efficient  aid  during  the  last  four  months.  I  also  am  much 
iudebted  for  valuable  information  to  Judge  Haris,  Mr.  Yturia,  Mr.  Cummins,  and  Mr. 
Galvan. 

The  accompanying  lists  give  the  names  of  the  killed  and  the  accounts  of  damages  with 
the  claims.     I  also  add  a  few  letters  which,  with  my  previous  reports,  will  give  you  a  full 
history  of  what  has  occurred.    The  two  field  returns  give  the  names  of  the  officers  engaged 
on  the  14th  and  27th  of  December,  ]859. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

S.  P.  HEINTZELMAN. 
Major  ]sf  Regiment  Infantry ^  Commanding  Brownsville  Expedition. 
Captain  John  Withers, 

Jssistant  Adjutant  General,  V.  8,  A.,  San  Antonio,  Texas. 


United  States  troops  cross  into  Mexico  in  pursuit  of  Cortina, 

(H.  Ex.  Doc.  81.,  36th  Cong.,  1st  sess.,  p.  80) 

Camp  on  Rio  Grandr,  Mexico, 

Marches,  1860. 

Dear  Sir  :  We  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  hasty  report :  We  crossed  the  river 
with  all  the  disposable  force  at  our  command  last  night,  and  half  an  hour  before  daybreak  we 
were  at  the  Mera  :  but  instead  of  finding  Cortinns  with  40  men,  as  reported  by  the  command- 
ing officer  of  Matamoros,  we  found  a  body  of  troops  claiming  to  be  national  gnards. 
Upon  arriving  within  about  half  a  mile  of  the  rancho  we  heard  the  cry  of  a  sentinel,  which 
the  guide,  whom  we  procured  in  Mexico,  assured  us  was  from  Cortinas^s  camp  ;  we  intended 
o  have  bidden  our  horses  in  the  chaparral  and  surrounded  the  place  on  foot  and  attacked  it 
at  daylight,  but  iu  endeavoring  to  do  so  we  surprised  a  picket-guard,  which  ran  into  camp 
andgave  the  alarm. 

We  had  therefore  no  time  to  lose,  but  immediately  charged  into  the  place  on  three  sides,  the 
back  being  a  dense  chaparral ;  shots  were  exchanged  before  we  found  that  our  opponents 
claimed  to  be  national  guards,  and  we  regret  to  say  that  one  Mexican  soldier  and  one 
woman  were  wounded,  the  latter  mortally,  while  she  was  trying  to  close  a  door  from  which 
an  officer  was  firing  at  the  cavalry  as  they  were  passing  the  house.  None  of  our  command 
was  wounded,  but  the  operation  has  cost  us  four  horses.  While  takmg  breakfiEtst  within  a 
few  hundred  yards  of  the  rancho,  a  command  numbering  150  or  more  of  foot  and  mounted 
men  arrived,  and  the  commander  thereof  asked  for  a  conference. 

We  informed  him  that  we  were  after  Cortinas,  and  that  we  had  been  informed  officially 
that  he  was  at  the  Mera  with  forty  men  or  more,  and  he  informed  us  that  he  was  on  the 
same  duty;  yet  he,  as  well  as  all  his  officers,  disclaimed  all  knowledge  of  his  whereabouts. 
From  conversation  with  him  and  others,  we  learned  that  be  had  been  watching  us  during  the 
past  day  and  night,  and  this,  together  with  the  conduct  of  the  troops,  led  us  to  believe  that 
he  intended  to  attack  us,  but  found  our  united  force  too  strong  for  him  to  venture  an  attack 
upon  us. 

During  the  interview  he  requested  that  we  should  remain  where  we  were  until  he  could 
send  to  Matamoros  and  get  a  reply,  which  we  declined  doing,  and  informed  him  that  in  the 
pursuit  of  our  object  we  should  act  according  to  the  circumstances  which  might  arise  from 
time  to  time.  We  shall  remain  on  the  Mexican  side  of  the  Rio  Grande  until  th^  passage 
down  of  the  steamer  or  until  our  presence  here  is  no  longer  required,  unless  we  receive  or 
ders  to  the  contrary. 

We  are,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

GEORGE  STONEMAN. 
Captain  2d  Cavalry,  Com'd'g  Regular  Force. 
JOHN  S,  FORD, 
Capt.  Com^d^g  /?.  G.  Squadron   Texas  Rangers. 

C.  W.  Thomas, 

Lieut,  and  Adjt,  Brownsville  Expedition,  Fort  Brown,  Tetas. 
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Hbadqdarters  Brownsville  Expedition, 

FoH  Brown,  Texas,  March  19,  1860. 

Captain:  Yonr  joint  letter  with  Captain  Ford  of  the  18th  has  been  received.  I  much 
regret  to  hear  that  von  failed  to  secure  Cortinas.  Should  you  have  certain  information  of 
Cortinas  being  in  tne  vicinity,  you  will  attack  him  ;  but  if  not,  you  will  recross  to  the  Amer- 
ican side  of  the  river,  and  make  such  disposition  as  you  may  deem  necessary  to  protect  the 
steamboat  on  her  way  down.  Should  she  be  attacked,  and  it  become  necessary  for  her  pro- 
tection, you  will  cross  again  to  the  Mexican  side.  Lieutenant  Giilem,  with  Company  M, 
First  Artillery,  and  one  gun,  will  join  you  immediately.  After  the  boat  is  in  safety,  you 
will  direct  him  to  return  to  his  post. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

8.  P.  HEINTZELMAN, 
Major  First  If^fantry,  Commanding  BrownsvUie  Expedition. 
Captain  6.  Stoneman, 

Second  Cavalry,  Commanding  Troops,  Camp  on  Rio  Grande,  Mexico. 


Major  Heinttdjjnan  to  the  Adjutant'General, 

Headqvakters  Brownsville  Expedition, 

Fort  Brown,  Texas,  March  25,  1W60. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  received  orders  to  join  Colonel  Lee  with  Captain 
Lee's  company.  Eighth  Infantry,  at  Ringgold  Barracks,  where  this  company  will  be  sta- 
tioned, and  that  we  leave  to-morrow. 

I  have  also  to  report  that  Captain  Stoneman  crossed  into  Mexico  on  the  17th  with  the  two 
•cavalry  and  two  ranger  companies,  and  endeavored  to  surprise  Cortinas  at  the  rancho  of 
the  Mera,  where  lie  was  reported  by  General  Garcia  to  be.    He  escaped. 

Several  ranchos  which  were  examined  showed  indications  of  his  having  been  there.  The 
troops  went  as  far  as  Cayetano  rancho,  forty-two  miles  from  the  river,  and  then  returned 
(on  the  2lst)  to  our  side  of  the  Rio  Grande.  The  operation  was  conaucted  with  much  en- 
wgy. 

Cortinas  has  left  for  Burgos,  three  days*  march  from  the  river,  and  it  is  not  believed  that 
he  will  again  venture  to  concentrate  a  force  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Rio  Grande. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  HEINTZELMAN, 
Major  First  Infantry,  Commanding  Brownsville  Expedition, 
Colonel  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant' General,  U.  S.  A,,  H^ashington, 


CkU.  Robert  E.  Lee,  by  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  informs  the  Mexican  authorities  on 
the  Rio'firande  that  they  must  break  up  and  disperse  the  bands  of  banditti  concerned  in  the  out' 
rages  against  the  persons  and  property  of  American  citizens,  and  that  they  will  beheld  respon* 
sioUfor  the  faithful  petformance  of  this  plain  duty  on  their  part, 

(Ex.  Doc  81,  36th  Cong.,  1st  sess.,  pp.  84  and  102.) 

Headquarters  Ringgold  Barracks, 

AprU  2,  J  860. 

Sir  :  In  consequence  of  the  recent  outrages  of  Cortinas  and  his  followers  upon  the  per- 
sons and  property  of  American  citizens,  I  have  been  instructed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  of 
the  United  States  to  notify  the  authorities  of  Mexico  on  the  Rio  Grande  frontier  that  they 
must  break  up  and  disperse  the  bands  of  banditti  which  have  been  concerned  in  these  dep- 
redations and  have  sought  protection  within  Mexican  territory ;  and,  further,  that  they  will 
be  held  responsible  for  the  faithful  performance  of  this  plain  duty  on  their  part. 

I  have,  therefore,  the  honor  to  request  that  your  excellency*  will  cause  to  be  dispersed  any 
bauds  within  the  States  under  your  jurisdiction  having  for  their  object  depredations  upon 
American  soil. 

I  am,  with  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 
Brevet  Colonel,  Commanding  Department  of  Texas, 
His  Excellency  Andres  Trevino, 

Governor  of  State  of  Tamaulipas,  <Jc,  Victoria,  Mexico. 
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Hbadquartbrs  Camp  at  Edinburo,  Tbz., 

AprU  7,  1860. 

Gentlemen:  Id  purraance  of  instractions  reoeiyed  from  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War 
of  the  OoyernmeDt  of  the  UDited  States,  I  hereby  notify  yon  that  yon  mnBt  break  np  and 
dispene  the  bands  of  banditti  within  yonr  jurisdiction  engaged  in  committiug  depredations 
npon  the  persons  and  property  of  American  citizens,  and  that  I  shall  hold  you  responsible 
for  the  faithful  performance  of  this  plain  duty  on  pronr  part. 

^  I  haye  been  informed  that  there  are  now  within  your  jurisdiction  aroted  followers  of  Cor- 
tinas,  who  were  engaged  in  the  recent  outrages  committed  by  him  on  this  side  of  the  Rio 
Grande,  prepared  to  make  similar  aggressions. 
This  state  of  things  cannot  longer  exist  and  must  be  put  an  end  to. 
I  am,  with  high  respect,  your  obedient  seryant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 
Brevet  Colonel^  Commanding  Department  of  Texas, 

To  the  Civil  and  Military  Authorities  o/ Me  City  of  Rtynosa,  Mexico, 


Headquarters  Fort  Brown,  Texas. 

^  AprU  J 2,  I860. 

General:  I  had  the  honor  to  receiye  your  letter  of  the  6th  instant  on  my  way  to  this 
place,  and  have  postponed  replying  to  it  till  my  arriyal.  I  regret  that  you  consider  the  yisit 
of  Captain  Ford,  of  the  Texas  Rangers,  to  the  town  of  Reynosa  a  cause  of  complaint,  as 
that  oflScer,  in  his  official  account  of  the  occurrence,  supposed  he  was  actine  in  accordance 
with  your  sanction  and  the  general  understanding  between  yourself  and  Major  Heintzel- 
man,  commanding  the  United  States  troops  on  the  Rio  Grande,  that  the  outlaw  Cortinas 
and  his  band  should  be  pursued  and  arrested  wherever  found. 

I  was  gratified  to  learn  from  the  authorities  of  the  city  of  Reynosa,  and  am  pleased  to 
have  it  repeated  in  your  letter  of  the  6th  instant,  that  the  authorities  and  public  force  of 
Mexico,  under  the  orders  of  the  superior  authorities,  will  pursue  and  punish  Cortinas  and 
his  followers ;  as  the  vindication  of  the  violated  laws  of  the  United  States  will  conduce  to 
the  restoration  of  quiet  on  our  frontier  and  of  amicable  feelings  between  the  two  countries. 

For  the  attainment  of  this  object  I  shall  employ,  if  necessary,  all  the  force  in  this  de- 
pertment ;  and,  further,  I  beg  leave  to  iuform  you  that  I  have  been  directed  by  the  honora- 
ble Secretary  of  War  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  notify  the  Mexican  author- 
ities on  the  Kio  Grande  that  they  must  break  up  and  disperse  the  bands  of  banditti  con> 
cemed  in  the  outrages  against  the  persons  and  property  of  American  citizens.  I  shall, 
therefore,  consider  it  my  duty  to  hold  them  responsible  for  its  faithful  performance. 

As  this  agrees  with  the  orders  of  the  superior  authorities  of  your  own  gfoyemment,  and  I 
am  sure  must  be  in  accordance  with  your  own  sentiments,  I  feel  confident  of  your  cordial 
co-operation  in  the  only  means  of  preserving  peace  between  the  two  countries. 

I  have  been  informed  that  there  are  now  in  Matamoros  persons  that  were  engaged  with 
Cortinas  in  his  depredations  upon  American  soil  ready  if  opportunity  favors,  to  renew  these 
aggressions.  If  this  is  tlie  case,  I  shall  expect,  as  an  evidence  of  the  friendly  relaiions  be- 
tween the  Governments  of  the  United  States  and  Mexico,  that  they  be  apprehended  and 
punished,  agreeably  to  the  orders  of  your  superior  authorities. 
I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  £•  LEE, 
Brevet  Colonel^  Cam^d'g  Department  of  Texas, 

General  G.  Garcia, 

Commandant'in- Chief  of  the  Line  of  the  Bravo^  Matamoros^  Mexico, 


RECtTRRENCE  OF  THE  DIFFICULTIES  ON  THE  RIO  GRANDE  BORDER,  AND 

REAPPEARANCE  OF  CORTINA  ON  THE  SCENE. 

Mr  Fiih  to  Mr,  Nelson. 

(Foreign  Relations,  1871,  p.  631.) 

Department  op  State, 
WashingUm^  ilf  arcA  29, 1871. 

Sir  :  I  transmit  a  copy  of  a  letter,  and  of  the  accompanying  papers,  addressed  to  this  de- 
partment by  Albert  Champion,  from  Browosville,  Tex.,  complaining  of  a  robbery  of  nine 
horses  belongiog  to  him,  by  armed  persons  from  the  Mexican  side  of  the  Rio  Grande.  Mr. 
Champion  intimates  that  some  of  the  stolen  horses  have  been  seen  on  the  estate  of  the  Mexi- 
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can  Greneral  Cortina,  now  in  command  at  Matamoros,  and  some  of  the  testimony  tends  to 
show  that  the  robbers  were  soldiers  under  him.  The  freouency  of  acts  of  this  kind  and  the 
▼irtnal  impanitj  of  the  offenders  demand  some  more  efficient  check  than  any  which  the 
treaties  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico  seem  to  afford.  You  will  oonseqnently 
make  an  earnest  representation  npon  the  subject  to  the  government  of  that  republic  Yon 
will  state  that,  as  it  is  obviously  for  the  interest  of  both  countries  that  the  government  of 
each  should  do  whatever  may  be  io  its  power  toward  restraiuing  and  discouraging  such 
lawless  proceedings,  it  is  hoped  that  the  Mexican  Government  may  take  efficient  steps  for 
that  purpose.  If,  however,  that  government  shouH  unfortunately  be  powerless  in  the  mat- 
ter, or  should  be  backward  in  exercising  such  authority  as  it  may  have,  it  may  be  difficult 
io  prevent  retaliation  by  raids  of  armed  parties  from  Texas  into  Mexico,  which  could  not 
fail  to  peril  the  peaceful  relations  on  the  border. 
I  am,  &c., 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


Mr,  Davis  to  Nelson, 

m 

(Foreign  Relations,  1^:^71,  p.  657.) 

Defartmeitt  of  State, 

fVaskiugtomt  September  6, 1671. 

Sir  *  A  communication  has  been  addressed  to  this  department  by  the  Secretary  of  War, 
dated  the  1st  instant,  traiismitting  correspondence  between  Greneral  McCook,  commanding 
officer  of  the  subdistrict  of  the  Rio  Grande,  and  Mr.  T.  F.  Wilson,  the  consul  at  Matamo- 
ros,  relative  to  depredations  committed  upon  cattle  in  Texas  by  armed  parties  coming  from 
the  Mexican  side  of  the  border.  It  appears  from  this  correspondence,  copies  of  which  are 
herewith  inclosed,  that  our  military  authorities  are  unable  to  protect  the  property  of  ^ur 
citiaens  without  the  co-operation  of  the  Mexican  officers.  General  Cortina,  the  commander 
of  the  Mexican  troops  on  the  frontier,  not  only  makes  no  endeavors  to  prevent  the  robberies, 
but  is  even  believed  to  be  in  league  with  the  marauders.  i 

In  view  of  these  facts  you  are  hereby  instructed  to  lay  the  correspondence  transmitted  to 
YOU  before  the  Mexican  Government,  to  urgently  demand  the  recall  of  General  Cortina  from 
his  present  post,  and  to  ask  for  the  adoption  of  such  efficient  measures  as  will  prevent  the 
Tecnrrence  of  these  marauding  incursions. 
I  am,  &C., 

J.  C.  B.  DAVIS. 


X 


[Inclosure.J 

Mr,  Belknap  to  Mr,  Fish. 
'  War  Department, 

Washington  Citify  September  1,  1871. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  for  your  information  copy  of  a  correspondence 
between  the  consul  of  the  United  States,  at  Matamoros,  Mexico,  and  officers  of  the  Army, 
stationed  on  the  Texas  frontier,  relative  to  the  complicity  of  the  Mexican  officials  with  the 
depredations  on  that  frontier. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  W.  BELKNAP, 

Secretary  of  War, 
The  Hon.  Secretary  of  State. 


Headquarters,  Fort  Brown,  Texas, 

Aaguht  *2,  1871. 

Sir:  I  feel  it  my  dnty  to  communicate  to  you  some  Information  as  to  the  condition  of 
affairs  on  the  line  of  the  Rio  Grande,  wbeVe  I  have  been  stationed  for  the  last  four  years, 
two  years  of  that  time  commanding  officer  of  the  subdistrict  of  the  Rio  Grande.  There  is 
in  existence  on  the  frontier  a  system  of  cattle-stealing,  which,  if  persisted  in,  will  be  disas- 
trous to  the  stock-raising  interest  of  Texas,  and  may  lead  to  a  predatory  war  on  either  side 
or  the  river,  eventually  producing  a  conflict  between  the  two  nations.  Armed  parties  cross 
from  Mexico  to  Texas  to  steal  cattle  ;  from  the  sparsity  of  troops  on  this  line,  and  the  nature 
of  the  country  bordering  on  the  river,  it  is  almost  impossible  to  capture  these  bands  unless 
canght  in  the  act  of  crossing.    During  the  last  month  there  have  been  several  conflicts,  and 
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last  week  there  was  firing  from  both  banks  of  the  river  at  Rancho  Naevo  (Texas  side),  six 
leagues  above  this  place,  resulting  in  the  death  of  one  man  and  wounding  another,  on  the 
Mexican  shore.  Tois  conflict  took  place  between  a  band  of  marauders  nrom  Mexico  and 
some  citizens  from  Texas.  It  will  not  require  many  such  affairs  to  open  the  conflict,  and  it 
is  my  opinion  that  unless  co-operation  by  the  Mexican  authorities  be  extended  us  in  break- 
ing up  tnese  bands  of  marauders,  there  will  be  serious  trouble  in  less  than  three  montha 
hence.  Since  the  arrival  of  Greneral  Juan  N.  Cortina  and  his  troops  upon  the  frontier  the 
marauding  has  increased  tenfold. 

General  Cortina  is  charged  in  the  public  prints  with  being  connected  with  the  marauders, 
receiving  and  enjoying  proceeds  of  said  thefts.  The  object  of  this  letter  is  to  ask  you  to  pre- 
sent to  the  authorities  of  Mexico  these  facts,  in  order  that  these  evils  and  their  causes  may 
be  done  away  with.  General  Miguel  Palacios,  Mexican  army,  commanding  the  regular 
troops  at  Matamoroe,  called  upon  me  yesterday,  asking  me  to  co-operate  with  him,  offerinflr 
to  do  all  in  his  power  to  put  a  stop  to  these  outrages  ;  but  as  long  as  General  Cortina  and 
his  command  are  present,  he  is  powerless  to  do  good.  Cortina's  history  and  outlawry  on 
the  American  bank  of  the  river,  in  1859.  is,  no  doubt,  familiar  to  you. 

I  respectfully  inclose  a  transcript  of  the  records  of  the  district  court  of  Cameron  County, 
setting  forth  the  indictment  against  Cortina  in  said  county.  There  are  other  indictments  of 
a  like  serious  nature  in  the  counties  above. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  McD.  McCOOK, 
Lieut.  Colt  Tenth  Infantry ^  Bvt.  Maj,  Gen,  U,  S,  ^.,  Commanding, 

Thomas  F.  Wilson, 

Consul  oj  the  United  State$,  Matamoros^  Mexico, 


Consulate  of  the  United  States  op  America, 

MatamoroSi  August '6^  1871. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  your  communication  dated  yesterday,  with  its  inclosures, 
in  regard  to  cattle-stealing  on  the  Texas  frontier,  by  bands  of  Mexican  marauders,  and  ta 
inform  you  that  I  at  once  transmitted  a  copy  of  it  to  General  Miguel  Palacois,  commander 
of  the  line  of  the  Rio  Grande,  and  will  also  forward  a  copy  of  it  to  the  United  States  minis- 
ter at  the  city  of  Mexico. 

In  a  conversation  which  I  had  with  General  Palacois  on  the  subject,  he  admitted  the  ap- 
pamet  complicity  of  General  Cortina  with  the  robbers,  and  informed  me  that  he  would  repre- 
sent the  matter  to  the  Mexican  Gk)vemment,  with  a  view  to  having  General  Cortina  and  his 
command  recalled  from  the  frontier.  General  Palacios  at  the  same  time  manifested  a  lively 
disposition  to  check  these  robberies  and  restore  order  and  quiet  to  the  Rio  Grande  Valley.  I 
fully  concur  with  you  in  the  necessity  of  a  prompt  suppression  of  these  robberies,  and  am  sat- 
isfiea  it  cannot  be  done  while  General  Cortina  holds  tne  position  he  does  in  the  Mexican  army 
on  this  border.  I  assure  you  that  it  will  always  be  my  duty,  as  well  as  a  pleasure,  to  second 
you  in  every  way  in  my  power  to  secure  and  maintain  the  observance  or  the  laws  on  both 
sides  of  the  Rio  Grande. 

I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  F.  WILSON,  Consul. 

General  A.  Mc.  D.  McCooK, 

Commanding  the  Subdistrict  of  the  Rio  Grande^  BrownsviUe^  Tex. 


Headquarters  Fort  Brown,  Texas, 

Auguift2,  1871. 

Mv  Dear  General  :  •  •  •  There  are  other  events  occurring  upon  the  frontier  which 
you  should  be  made  acquainted  with.  The  system  of  cattle-stealing  here  is  most  outrageous 
and  scandalous,  and  since  the  anival  of  the  bandit  Juan  N.  Cortina,  general  Mexican  army, 
and  his  troops  on  the  river,  the  marauding  has  increased  tenfold.  Several  conflicts  have 
taken  place  between  the  marauders  and  the  citizens  of  Texas,  last  month,  a%]  last  week  at 
the  Rancho  Nuevo  (Texas  side),  six  Itogues  above  here,  there  was  firing  from  both  banks  o^ 
the  river,  resulting  in  the  killing  of  one  man  and  wounding  another,  on  the  Mexican  shore. 
A  few  more  such  affairs  and  the  conflict  opens,  and  if  the  frontier  continues  in  this  condition- 
three  months,  a  predatory  war  will  ensue,  possibly  involving  the  two  nations. 

I  am  determined  to  do  all  I  can  to  stop  it,  and  General  Palacios,  commanding  the  regular 
troops  in  Matamoros,  has  appeared  to  co-operate  with  me,  and  it  is  necessary  to  have  that- 
murderer  and  thief,  Cortina,  removed,  or  we  cannot  prevent  trouble  He  is  charged  in  the 
public  prints  with  beiog  a  party  to  the  outrages,  receiving  and  enjoying  the  proceeds 
of  said  thefts.  As  long  as  Cortina  is  here  Palacios  can  do  nothing.  I  think  the  absence  of 
a  cavalry  force  on  this  side  has  something  to  do  with  increasing  the  number  of  outrages.     I 


APPENDIX   B.  87 

know  there  is  none  to  come,  therefore  ask  for  none,  but  will  keep  yoa  advised  from  day  to 
day  about  the  matter,  if  anythinfr  of  importance  occurs,  I  send  you  a  copy  of  a  communica- 
tion sent  by  me,  yesterday,  to  Thomas  F.  Wilson,  consul  for  the  UnUed  States  at  Matamo- 
ros,  a  copy  of  which  was  furniphed  to  Qeneral  Palacios,  who  teleg^raphed  the  entire  commu- 
nication to  the  authorities  in  Mexico.  *  *  * 
Very  truly,  yours, 

A.  Mc.  D.  McCOOK. 

General  J.  J.  Reynolds. 


Mr,  Nelson  to  Mr,  FUh, 

(Foreig^n  Relations,  1871,  p.  661.) 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  September  29,  1871. 

Sir:  On  the 21st  instant  I  addressed  a  note  to  Mr.  Mariscal,  inclosiog^copies  of  a  letter 
from  Qeneral  McCook,  commanding  the  United  States  forces  at  Fort  Brown,  Texas,  ad- 
dressed (o  the  American  consul  at  Matamoros,  and  of  a  letter  of  the  said  consul  to  General 
Palacios,  Mexican  commander  of  the  line  of  the  Rio  Grande,  both  relating  to  the  alarming 
increase  of  a  system  of  cattle-stealing  by  Mexican  citizens  on  the  Texan  frontier,  which,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  writers,  will  result,  if  not  speedily  checked,  in  a  predatory  warfare,  eventually 
producing  a  conflict  between  the  two  nations. 

General  McCook  further  states  that  General  Juan  N.  Cortina,  the  local  military  commander 
at  Matamoros,  is  publicly  charged  with  protecting  the  marauders  and  receiving  a  portion  of 
the  spoils ;  for  which  reason,  after  summarizing  the  opinions  above  expressed,  and  alluding 
to  a  record  of  numerous  criminal  indictments  against  the  said  Cortina,  obtained  by  General 
McCook  from  various  courts  in  Texas,  and  sent  me  by  Consul  Wilson,  I  intimated  that  the 
presence  of  Cortina  on  the  frontier  at  this  time  is  peculiarly  unfortunate  for  the  peace  of  the 
two  countries.  In  this  connection  I  called  Mr.  Mariscal's  attention  to  my  note  of  the  6bh  of 
May  last,  upon  the  similar  case  of  the  robbery  of  horses  from  Mr.  Albert  Champion,  repeat- 
ing the  language  I  then  employed,  under  instructions  from  the  State  Department,  as  to  the 
probable  consequences  of  such  depredations,  and  concluded  by  reminding  the  Mexican  Gk>v- 
ernment  that  I  still  awaited  the  results  of  the  investigation  promised  in  the  said  case  of  Mr. 
Champion. 

At  the  same  time  I  addressed  Mr.  Mariscal  an  unofficial  note,  inclosing  and  calling  his 
attention  to  several  Texas  papers  containing  articles  upon  this  subject;  to  which  Mr.  Maris- 
cal replied  in  a  confidential  note,  assuring  me  that  measures  would  be  adopted  tending  to 
remedy  that  situation. 

On  the  22d  instant  Mr.  Mariscal  addressed  me  a  note,  postponing  to  another  occasion  his 
reply  upon  the  subject  of  cattle* stealing,  but  inclosing  four  oocuments  of  the  investigation 
into  the  case  of  Mr.  Champion,  namely :  A  request  maae  by  Mr.  Mariscal  to  the  war  depart- 
metft  for  the  return  of  the  said  horses  to  Mr.  Champion ;  the  reply  of  General  Mejia,  tran- 
scribing a  statement  of  Creneral  Cortina  to  the  effect  that  he  had  returned  a  portion  of  the 
horses  by  virtue  of  a  power  of  attorney  from  said  Champion ;  a  note  of  Mr.  Mariscal  to  the 
war  department,  requesting  a  copy  of  such  power  of  attorney ;  and  another  note  from  General 
Mejia,  inclosing  the  copy  requested. 

To  these  documents  1  add  a  translation  of  an  article,  that  recently  appeared  in  a  paper  of 
this  city,  defending  General  Cortina  from  the  charges  of  the  Texan  press. 

In  an  interview  which  I  have  had  with  Mr.  Mariscal  for  the  purpose  of  urging  speedy  and 
decisive  action  upon  this  subject,  he  remarked  that  the  President,  upon  reading  mj  note 
and  its  inclosures,  was  profoundly  impressed  with  the  gravity  of  the  situation. 

There  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  of  an  anxiety  on  the  part  of  the  government  to  put  a  check 
to  these  lawless  proceedings,  but,  unfortunately,  the  cnief  difficulty  arises  from  its  want  of 
power  to  enforce  its  mandates  in  States  remote  from  the  capital. 

I  would  earnestly  suggest  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  the  pressing  necessity  of 
arriving  at  some  understanding  with  the  Government  of  Mexico,  such  as  will  remove,  or  at 
least  mitigate,  the  present  alarming  condition  of  affairs. upon  the  frontier. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


Mr,  NeUon  to  Mr.  Mariscal. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  September  "ZX,  1871. 

Sir  :  I  inclose  a  copy  of  a  communication  from  General  A.  McD.  McCook,  commanding  the 
United  States  forces  at  Fort  Brown,  dated  August  2,  1871,  addressed  to  the  United  States 
consul  at  Matamoros,  and  also  a  copy  of  a  communication  addressed  by  the  said  consul  to 
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General  Mig^e]  Palaciosi  the  Mexican  commander  on  the  line  of  the  Rio  Grande,  dated 
Augiist  3,  both  of  which  relate  to  the  system  of  cnttle-stealing:  that  prevails  on  the  northern 
^ontier,  which,  if  not  speedily  checked,  may,  in  the  opinion  of  ueneral  McCook  and  of 
the  said  consnl,  lead  to  predatory  warfare  on  either  side  of  the  line,  eventually  producing  a 
conflict  between  the  two  nations. 

The  excitement  upon  this  subject  is  intense  and  increasingly,  and  the  offenders  appear  to  be 
left  in  perfect  impunity  by  the  Mexican  authorities.  Indeed,  it  is  alleged  that  they  receive 
the  protection  of  the  Mexican  General  Cortina,  whose  antecedents,  as  proven  by  documents 
in  my  possession,  render  his  presence  on  the  frontier  at  this  time  peculiarly  unfortunate  for 
the  peace  of  the  two  countries. 

In  this  connection  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  excellency's  attention  to  my  note  of  the  6th  of 
May  last  addressed  to  Mr.  Aspiroz,  and  take  this  occasion  to  repeat  most  earnestly  the  lan- 
guage I  was  then  instructed  oy  mv  gfovemment  to  employ,  namely,  *'that  the  freouency 
of  acts  of  this  kind,  and  the  virtual  impunity  of  the  offenders,  would  seem  to  demana  some 
more  efficient  check  than  any  which  tne  treaties  between  the  two  countries  afford.  It  is 
obviously  for  the  interest  of  both  countries  that  the  gfovernment  of  each  should  do  whatever 
may  be  m  its  power  toward  restraining  and  discouraging  such  lawless  proceedings,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  the  Mexican  GU)vemment  may  take  efficient  steps  for  that  purpose.  If,  however, 
no  such  steps  should  be  taken,  it  may  become  difficult  to  prevent  retaliation  by  raids  of 
armed  parties  from  Texas  into  Mexico,  which  could  not  fail  to  peril  the  peaceful  relations  on 
the  border.** 

I  would  further  remind  your  excellency  that  I  am  still  awaiting  with  great  interest  the 
communication  of  the  results  of  the  investigation  in  the  said  case  ofAlbert  Champion,  which 
was  promised  by  Mr.  Aspiroz  in  his  note  of  the  9th  of  May  last. 

I  improve  this  occasion  again  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the  assurance  of  my  very  high 
consideration. 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 

His  Excellency  Ignacio  Mariscal, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs^  Mexico, 


Mr.  Nel$on  to  Mr,  Fi$h. 

(Foreign  Relations,  1872,  p.  336.) 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico f  October  8,  1871. 

Sir  :  Referring  to  my  dispatch,  No.  450,  concerning  cattle-stealing  on  the  northern  fron- 
tier, I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  translation  of  a  note  from  Mr.  Mariscal,  dated  the  2d  in- 
stant, in  which  he  informs  me  that  the  Mexican  Government  is  animated  by  a  most  earnest 
desire  to  prevent  further  complaints  upon  this  subject,  and  to  that  end  has  appointed  a  new 
military  commander  of  the  line  of  the  Rio  Grande,  namely,  General  Florentine  Carrillo,  to 
whom  proper  instructions  have  been  given  through  the  war  department  for  the  object  men- 
tioned, in  addition  to  other  still  more  efficacious  measures  that  will  be  taken  as  soon  as  the 
present  transitory  political  disturbances  on  that  frontier  shall  permit.  I  also  inclose  a  trans- 
lation of  another  note  from  Mr.  Mariscal,  dated  the  6th  instant,  in  which  he  incloses,  as  a 
confirmation  of  his  previous  assurances,  a  note  from  the  war  department  of  the  3d  instant, 
announcing  that  the  orders  above  referred  to  have  already  been  sent  to  General  Carrillo. 
I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Nelson. 
(Foreign  Relations,  1872,  p.  350.) 

Departmknt  of  State, 

Washington,  November  1,  1 87 J. 

Sir  :  Your  dispatch,  No.  454,  of  the  9th  ultimo,  informing  this  department  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  new  military  commander  of  the  line  of  Rio  Grande,  and  inclosing  translations  of 
notes  from  the  Mexican  Government  relating  thereto,  has  been  read  with  satisfaction. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  instructions  issued  to  General  Carrillo  will  prove  sufficient  to~  arres 
the  marauding  incursions  into  our  territory,  as  the  evil  was  becoming  excessive. 
I  am,&c., 

HAMILTON  FISH. 
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Mr,  Fi$h  to  Mr,  Nelson, 

i¥ore\gu  Relations,  1672,  p.  344.) 

Department  of  State, 

IVasHngtoH,  October  28,  1&71, 

Sir:  I  transmit  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  30th  nltimo,  addressed  to  this  department  by 
Frank  £.  Macmanus,  esquire,  district  attorney  of  the  fifteenth  jndicial  district  of  Texas, 
and  of  the  report  of  the  giand  jary  of  Cameron  Comity,  in  that  Stat«,  to  which  it  refers. 
These  papers  relate  to  the  depredations  of  armed  Mexicans  on  the  herds  and  other  property 
of  citizens  of  Texas  near  the  border.  The  department  has  upon  several  occasions  instructed 
you  to  make  representation  upon  the  subject  to  the  Mexican  Government.  The  communica- 
tion referred  to  will  be  an  occasion  for  another  remonstrance  in  regard  to  it. 

Yon  will  be  enabled  to  explain  that  a  preseutment  of  that  character  may  be  refrarded  as  an 
exponent  of  public  sentiment  in  the  region  where  a  grand  jury  exercises  jurisdiction.  As 
such  this  government  cannot  disregard  it. 

If  the  Mexican  Government  would  adopt  efficient  measures  toward  checking  the  trespasses 
and  robberies  adverted  to,  such  a  course  would  be  sure  to  strengthen  the  g^ood  will  between 
the  two  countries. 
I  am,  &.C., 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


Mr.  Maemanus  to  Mr,  Fish, 

Brownsville,  Texas, 
Cameron  County ^  September  30,  1871. 

Sir:  The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  invite  your  attention  to  the  accompanying  certi- 
fied copy  of  the  report  of  the  g^nd  jury  of  this  county  at  the  last  term  of  the  district  court 
at  this  place.  This  report,  for  the  reasons  therein  stated,  reveals  only  a  few  instances  of  the 
depredations  db  American  property  committed  by  armed  bands  residing  and  organized  in 
the  territory  of  Mexico.  The  State  and  local  authorities  are  powerless  to  prevent  or  punish 
those  parties,  who  are  well  armed,  eauipped,  and  organized,  or  even  to  furnish  protection  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  sparsely  settled  country  between  the  Rio  Grande  and  the  Nueces 
River,  who  run  the  risk  of  their  lives  in  giving  information  or  invoking  the  protection  of  the 
laws  of  their  country  against  the  robbers. 

In  the  hope  that  the  Tacts  revealed  in  this  report  may  be  deemed  sufficient  to  justify  an  in- 
vestigation and  lead  to  the  adoption  of  such  measures  as  are  necessary  for  the  protection  of 
stock-raising,  which  is  the  chief  interest  of  Western  Texas,  the  undersigned,  as  a  public 
officer,  has  reltit  his  duty  to  specially  direct  the  attention  of  the  United  States  Government, 
through  you,  to  the  condition  of  affairs  on  this  frontier. 
I  am,  &c., 

FRANK  £.  MACMANUS. 


Report  of  the  grand  jury  of  Cameron  County ^  Texas, 

Grand  Jury  Room, 
Brownsville^  TexaSy  August  i^,  J87I. 

To  the  Hon,  IVm,  H,  Russell^  judge  of  the  district  court  in  and  for  the  county  of  Cameron^ 

State  of  Texas  : 

The  grand  jurv  beg  leave  to  report  that  two-thirds  of  the  time  they  have  been  in  session 
has  been  devoted  to  inquiring  into  the  wholesale  stealing  of  cattle  which  has  been,  and  is, 
constantly  carried  on  to  an  alarming  extent  on  this  frontier.  We  have  had  before  ns  fifty  or 
sixty  of  the  leading  rancheros,  living  on  the  river,  many  of  whom  live  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
various  places  where  stolen  cattle  are  driven  across  the  Rio  Grande  into  the  republic  of 
Mexico,  and  the  facts  elicited  are  such  as  to  convince  us  that  unless  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment interposes  its  strong  arm,  the  stock-interests  will  be  so  injured  as  to  cause  the  de- 
population and  abandonment  ot  all  the  stock- ranches  between  the  Rio  Grande  and  the 
r^ueces. 

Undoubted  evidence  has  also  been  adduced  to  the  effect  that  all  of  those  depredations 
have  their  origin  on  the  Mexican  side  of  the  Rio  Grande ;  that  it  is  there  the  thieves 
organize  and  arm,  and  it  is  from  there  that  our  State  is  invaded  by  bands  of  Mexican 
citizens  sufficiently  large  and  sufficiently  well  armed  and  mounted  to  defy  capture  and  to 
contemn  attack. 

It  would  appear  that  the  parties  engaged  in  this  illicit  traffic  are  protected  by  the  author- 
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ities  of  Mexico,  from  the.  well-known  fnct  that  no  attempts  are  made  to  arrest  the  thieves, 
and  that  stolen  cattle  find  a  ready  sale  in  open  market  there. 

The  jury  found  g^reat  difficulty  in  obtainin(;if  evidence,  for  the  reason  that  there  is  no  pro- 
tection afforded  the  inhabitants  by  the  military,  and  no  State  force  adequate  for  the  emer- 
gency, the  witnesses  knowing  that  the  giving  of  information  that  would  lead  to  indictments 
is  equivalent  to  signing  their  own  death-warrants :  but  sufficient  information  h'as  reached 
us  to  warrant  us  in  the  statement  that  the  whole  section  of  country  as  far  up  the  river  as 
Hidalgo  County,  and  as  far  back  as  Santa  Gertrudes,  in  Nueces  County,  is  completely  under 
the  control  of  armed  thieves  whose  homes  are  in  Mexico,  who  carry  on  their  depredations 
and  cross  stolen  cattle  in  immense  numbers  into  Mexico  in  broad  daylight,  overawing  the 
people  into  silence  regarding  their  depredations  by  threatening  death  to  all  informers,  and 
protecting  the  crossing  when  necessary  by^orce  of  arms,  as  in  one  instance  of  late  occur- 
rence. This  took  place  on  the  morning  of  the  29th  of  July  last,  af^er  sun-up,  at  the  Cala- 
bozo  ranch  in  this  county,  some  twelve  or  fifteen  miles  from  Brownsville,  wnere  a  party  of 
well-disposed  rancheros  disputed  the  crossing  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  head  of  stolen 
cattle,  and  were  fired  on  from  the  Mexican  bank  by  the  party  in  charge,  some  twenty  in 
number,  who  had  previously  succeeded  in  making  their  escape  to  the  Mexican  bank,  with  a 
part  of  their  booty.  The  fire  was  returned  by  the  rancheros,  and  it  is  believed  that  three  of 
the  thieves  were  wounded. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  jury  that  the  above  engagement,  which  lasted  fully  half  an  hour, 
is  a  flagrant  violation  of  the  neutrality  laws,  and  a  violent  outrage  against  the  peace,  dig- 
nity, and  sovereignty  of  the  State  and  of  the  United  States,  and  merits  the  prompt  atten- 
tion of  the  United  States  Qovernment.  It  is  broadly  asserted  that  these  armed  miscreants 
have  allies  in  these  transactions  residing  in  this  city.  The  constant  movement  of  transient 
persons  belonging  to  the  other  side  of  the  Rio  Grande  into  and  out  of  this  city,  renders  it 
probable  enough  that  this  is  true,  but  there  has  been  no  evidence  of  the  fact  presented  to 
our  attention  in  such  a  manner  as  to  lead  to  their  detection. 

The  want  of  an  agent  or  agents  on  this  frontier,  duly  authorized  to  represent  the  interest 
of  stock-raisers  at  a  distance  in  the  recovery  of  stolen  hides  and  animals,  and  the  active 
prosecution  of  the  thieves,  is  felt  to  be  a  serious  drawback  to  all  movements  for  their  protec- 
tion.   The  remedy  for  this  is  in  the  hands  of  the  stock-raisers  themselves. 

Its  frontier  position  renders  this  county  a  sort  of  outpost  for  the  protection  of  the  more 
interior  counties  of  the  State.  The  amount  of  local  crime,  or  the  number  oP  criminals  per- 
manently resident  here,  is  comparatively  insignificant.  Our  jail  is  filled  with  foreign  crim- 
inals, from  whom  our  people  are  entitled  to  be  protected  by  the  ^tate  or  Federal  authorities. 
Instead  of  this  our  people  are  compelled  to  pay,  in  addition  to  the  ordinary  State  taxes,  an 
annual  sum  equally  large  for  the  support  and  prosecution  of  offenders  for  whose  existence  or 
crimes  this  county  is  in  no  way  responsible.  Its  relation  to  the  offenses  of  these  criminals 
arises  solely  from  our  geographical  position. 

If  we  are  to  stand  on  duty  as  sentinels  for  the  interior  portions  of  the  State,  we  should 
not  be  required  to  pay  the  State  for  not  performing  that  duty  for  us. 

The  county  jbil  is  entirely  inadequate  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  these  criminals  securely  ; 
but,  tor  the  reasons  already  stated,  added  to  the  destruction  of  the  former  jail  in  the  storm  of 
1867,  the  financial  condition  of  the  county  will  not  admit  of  an  outlay  for  the  improvement 
of  the  present  temporary  building,  or  the  construction  of  a  new  one.  An  appropriation  of 
the  State  tax  for  two  years  would  enable  the  county  to  erect  a  jail  adequate  to  the  demands 
of  its  frontier  position.  This,  and  the  regular  assumption  by  the  State  of  the  annual  ex- 
penditure of  the  county  for  the  maintenance  and  prosecution  of  foreign  criminals,  would  be 
an  act  of  simple  justice  on  the  part  of  the  legislature,  and  place  the  county  on  an  equal 
footing  with  others  more  favorably  situated  in  geographical  position. 

The  sheriff  is  unable  to  maintain  the  prisoners  confided  to  nis  charge  at  the  rates  now  al- 
lowed by  law,  when  he  is  compelle^l  to  receive  at  par  county  scrip  that  can  only  be  sold  at 
thirty-five  to  forty  cents  on  the  dollar.  He  must  either  starve  the  prisoners  or  ^eed  them  at 
his  personal  expense.  This  demands  a  remedy  at  the  hands  of  the  county  court.  The 
prisoners  are  better  provided  for  than  either  the  accommodation  furnished  by  the  county  or 
the  compensation  allowed  the  sheriff,  under  the  circumbtances,  demand  or  justify. 

J.  L.  PUTEGNAT, 

Foreman. 

The  State  op  Texas, 

C€UHty  of  Cameron^  $9 : 

I,  Robert  B.  Foster,  clerk  of  the  district  court  in  and  for  the  county  of  Cameron,  fifieenth 
judicial  district,  State  of  Texas,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the 
report  of  the  grand  jury  for  Cameron  County,  impaneled  at  the  August  term,  ]87J.  Read 
in  open  oourt  August  28,  1871,  and  ordered  filed. ' 

In  testimony  wnereof  witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  said  court  this  21st  day  of  September, 
A.  D.  1871. 

[L.  8.]  R.  B.  FOSTER, 

Clerk  Diatriet  Courtt  Cameron  County,  Texa$, 
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Mr,  Fish  to  Mr,  Nelson. 
(Foreign  Relations,  1872,  p.  414.) 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  April  \3,  1872. 

Sir  :  The  Attorney-General  has  addressed  a  letter  to  this  department  under  date  of  the 
5th  instant,  covering  a  report  of  the  grand  jnry  of  the  United  States  district  court  of 
Texas,  relative  to  the  depredations  perpetrated  upon  citizens  of  ihht  State  by  persons  com- 
ing from  the  Mexican  side  of  the  Rio  Grande.  Copies  of  these  papers  are  inclosed  herewith. 
Ton  are  requested  to  lay  them  before  the  minister  for  foreign  affiairs.  to  remonstrate  eam^ 
estly  against  the  outrages  therein  alleged,  and  to  demand  redress  for  them. 
I  am,  drc, 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


[Inclomre  1.] 

Mr.  WiUiams  to  Mr.  Fish. 

Department  of  Justice, 

Washington,  April  5,  J872. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  for  your  consideration,  the  report  of  the  grrand  jusy  of 
he  United  States  district  court  for  the  eastern  district  of  Texas,  relative  to  the  invasions  of 
that  State,  and  depredations  committed  upon  the  people  by  persons  from  the  Mexican  side 
of  the  Rio  Grande. 

Very  respectfully, 

GEO.  H.  WILLIAMS. 


[Indoinn  2.] 


Report  of  the  grand  jury,  impaneled  at  the  March  term,  A.  D.  1872,  of  the  United  States  dis- 
trict court,  held  in  nrowhStnlte,  leithin  the  eastern  district  of  Texas,  and  submitted  to  the  court 
on  their  discharge. 

Brownsville,  Texas,  March  2b,  1872. 

federal  grand  jury  report. 

The  United  States  of  America,  eastern  district  of  Texas. 

To  the  Hon.  Amos  Morrill,  judge  of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  eastern  dis' 

tnct  of  Texas: 

The  grand  jurors  of  the  United  States,  in  their  final  presentment  to  your  honorable  court, 
at  the  close  of  their  session,  respectfully  present : 

That  since  they  were  impaneled  on  the  7th  instant,  they  have  found  fifty-seven  true  bills 
of  indictment,  being  mostly  for  violations  of  the  revenue  laws. 

That  they  have  collected  a  considerable  mass  of  testimony,  to  which  they  will  again  re- 
spectfully call  the  attention  of  the  honorable  court.  That  the  exigencies  of  the  public 
service  demand  the  erection  in  the  city  of  Brownsville  of  a  building  Targe  enough  to  serve 
for  » custom-house,  a  Federal  court  room,  and  a  post-office.  It  is  respectfully  suggested 
that  the  construction  of  such  a  building  would  be  a  measure  of  economy  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  and  would  save  the  paying  out  of  large  sums  for  rent  of  houses  not  in 
every  respect  calculated  to  meet  the  wants  and  afford  the  proper  conveniences  to  the  officers 
and  employes  occupying  them  while  in  the  service  of  the  government.  An  appropriation 
for  tCe  purpose  is  respectfully  suggested. 

In  approaching  the  matter  of  the  depredatory  war  which  has  been  waged  against  the 
defenseless  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  residents  of  the  valleys  of  the  Rio  Grande, 
the  Nueces,  the  Rio  Frio,  and  their  tributaries,  there  is  hesitancy,  because  the  short  limits  of 
the  presentment  will  not  give  an  adequate  idea  of  the  extent  of  the  hostile  operations,  the 
number  of  valuable  lives  lost,  and  the  agg^vated  character  and  the  enormity  of  the  excesses 
which  organized  bands  of  men,  fitted  out- in  Mexico,  have  perpetrated  upon  the  people  of 
Western  Texas. 

The  honorable  court  is  respectfully  referred  to  the  accompanying  evidence,  but  at  the 
same  time  we  would  request  that  the  same  be  not  filed  and  made  a  part  of  the  records  of 
the  court,  and  be  not  puolished,  but  deposited  with  the  district  attorney.  The  motives  in- 
ducing this  request  will  appear  by  a  perusal  of  the  evidence. 
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A  reign  of  terror  is  proven  to  exist  between  the  Rio  Grande  and  the  Nneces.  Mercenarj 
bands  of  marauders,  Mexican  officers  and  soldiers,  and  Mexican  outlaws  and  bandits,  have 
been,  for  about  seven  years,  holdings  a  saturnalia  of  crime,  violence,  and  rapine  upon  the 
soil  of  Texas.  Thej  have  denounced  the  penalty  of  death  against  any  who  may  become 
informers-  They  have  already  sacrificed  life  upon  mere  snspicion,  as  in  the  case  of  youn|^ 
Cleveland,  of  San  Antonio,  and  others.  Should  our  request  be  unheeded  the  lives  of  the 
witnesses  would  be  taken  with  certainty  and  without  remorse. 

The  evidence  submitted  justifies  the  declaration  that  a  depredatory  war  has  existed  on  this 
irontier  since  1865;  that  it  has  been  waged  by  men  organized  in  Mexico,  by  Mexican  sol- 
diers acting  under  the  orders  of  a  Mexican  general,  and  commanded  directly  by  ofiScers  of 
the  Mexican  army  ;  that  the  authorities  of  Mexico,  civil  and  military,  have  countenanced, 
aided,  and  supported  these  hostile  operations ;  that  the  robbery  of  our  citizens  has  been 
legalized  so  far  as  the  acts  of  Mexican  officials  could  legalize  murder,  robbery,  and  other 
criminal  outrages;  that  the  markets  of  Mexico  have  been  used  openly,  publicly,  and  shame- 
lessly to  efiect  the  sale  of  property  robbed  from  the  people  of  Texas ;  that  Mexican  ofliiciats, 
merchants  of  that  and  other  nationalities,  and  all  classes  of  Mexicans,  have  bought  and 
sold  cattle,  hides,  horses,  and  other  property,  stolen  from  the  people  of  Texas,  and  they 
have  done  so  knowing  they  had  been  dishonestly  obtained ;  the  custom-house  and  municipsl 
authorities  of  Mexico  have  profited  by  the  piratical  acts  of  Mexican  soldiers  and  highway- 
men, and  a^tax  has  been  levied  upon  cattle  which  they  knew  had  been  taken  by  armed 
bands  from  the  rightful  owners ;  that  the  people  on  the  Mexican  side  of  the  Rio  Grande  con- 
sider and  treat  the  Americans  as  enemies ;  they  claim  the  country  between  the  Nueces  and 
the  Rio  Grande,  and  express  a  determination  to  drive  the  Americans  from  it. 

Among  the  gprievances  of  which  this  people  justly  complain,  there  is  none  more  galling 
ihan  the  sending  of  General  Juan  Nepomuoeno  Cortina  to  this  frontier.  It  may  be  truly 
said  that  he  has  written  the  history  of  nis  career  on  this  side  of  the  Rio  Grande  in  letters  of 
blood  and  fire.  The  criminal  who  stands  charged  upon  the  oaths  of  twelve  men,  good  and 
true,  of  murder,  theft,  and  treason,  who  levied  war  upon  the  United  States,  murdered  its 
citizens  and  soldiers,  and  robbed  its  mails,  who  la'd  waste  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  of 
frontier,  and  who  now  occupies  the  double  position  of  ranking  officer  of  the  Mexican  army 
•upon  the  line  of  the  Bravo,  and  ranking  cow  and  horse  thief  on  both  frontier)^,  has  been 
retained  on  duty  against  the  protest  of  General  McCook,  which  was  communicated  to  Presi- 
dent Juarez.  JSis  retention  is  a  deliberate,  willful,  and  studied  insult  to  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  its  officers  and  people. 

General  Cortina  has  given  his  officers  and  soldiers  orders  to  kill  and  rob  the  people  of 
Texas.  He  has  received  a  large  share  of  the  plunder.  He  has  stocked  four  ranches  mostly 
with  cows  and  horses  stolen  from  Texas. 

It  is  believed  from  the  evidence  and  from  other  reliable  authority  that  since  the  close  of 
the  civil  war  in  this  country  there  hns  been  an  average  of  five  thousand  cattle  stolen  from 
Texas  monthly,  and  driven  into  Mexico,  and  this  estimate  is  confined  to  the  Lower  Rio 
Grande.  The  total  number  is  estimated  at  four  hundred  and  twenty  thousand,  and  the  actual 
value  at  six  million  three  hundred  thousand  dollars.  This  does  not  include  losses  accruing 
from  the  depredations  of  the  Kickapoo  Indians,  naturalized  citizens  of  Mexico.  The  loss  of 
life,  the  sense  of  insecurity,  the  decreased  value  of  property,  the  paralyzation  of  business, 
and  the  moral  effects  resulting  from  this  war  cannot  be  estimated.  Some  of  these  defy  the 
sordid  valuation  of  dollars  and  cents. 

The  grand  jurors  would  respectfully  call  attention  to  the  assaults  which  have  been  made 
upon  officers  of  the  United  States  Government  while  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  to  the 
threats  against  them,  to  their  forcible  detention,  and  to  the  obstructions  preventing  them 
from  performing  tbeir  duty ;  and  all  these  acts  are  shown  to  have  been  done  by  raiders  with 
the  approval  and  protection  of  Mexican  authorities.  It  is  known  to  the  world  that  United 
States  officers  have  been  killed  on  the  Rio  Grande  by  armed  Mexicans,  and  that  employment 
in  a  public  capacity,  requiring  the  officer  to  visit  out-of-the-way  places,  is  a  position  of 
peril.  Inspector  Dupont  killed  in  Brownsville,  and  the  murder  of  Inspectors  Hammond 
and  Phelps,  and  the  wounding  of  others  at  Clarksville,  are  factft  officially  recorded;  and 
the  fate  of  Inspector  McLaughlin  may  be  attributed  to  the  same  hands. 

The  evidence  of  all  witnesses,  irrespective  of  nationality,  is  conclusive  as  to  the  insecu- 
rity of  life  and  property  on  this  frontier.  There  is  no  protection  to  the  citizen  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  his  rights  and  privileges.  His  life,  his  liberty,  and  whatever  a  freeman  holds  dear 
are  at  the  mercy  of  armed  invaders.  They  invade  his  home,  insult  bin  family,  and  violate 
the  propr  e  ies,  the  decencies,  and  even  the  sanctities  of  private  life  with  impunity.  Our 
fellow-citizens  of  Mexican  origin  and  of  other  nationalities  have  suffered  alike  with  the 
native  American,  because  the  same  flag  covers  them,  and  they  have  incurred  the  hostility 
of  a  people  who  hate  everything  American,  and  deem  it  legitimate  to  assault  and  plunder 
all  over  which  the  American  banner  floats. 

This  deplorable  state  of  affairs,  this  loss  of  life  and  property,  and  the  misfortunes  which 
have,  in  a  manner,  crushed  this  frontier,  have  resulted  from  the  want  of  an  adequate  force 
of  cavalry  to  cover  and  protect  the  inhabitants  of  the  Rio  Grande  Valley. 

A  mounted  force,  properly  handled,  which  could  follow  marauders  into  the  fastnesses  of 
the  chaparrals,  pursue  with  Parthian  vigor  and  perseverance  over  the  broad  prairies,  could 
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give  protedioii  and  roll  back  apon  Mexico  the  wave  of  invation.  That  nation  is  laboring 
under  the  incurable  diaeaae  of  chronic  revolution.  Its  masses  have  become  demoraliaed  bj 
half  a  centnry  of  war  and  internal  convalsions  and  dissensions.  The  absence  of  United 
States  troops  on  the  line  of  the  lower  Rio  Grande  In  1859  resulted  in  the  Coriina  war.  The 
absence  of  a  cavalry  force  capable  to  protect  this  frontier  has  invited  the  attacks  of  our  hos» 
tile  and  aggressive  neighbors,  and  the  pillage  of  a  territory  covering  not  less  than  sixty 
thousand  souare  miles  are  the  fruits  of  the  omission. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  territory  have  suffered  all  the  horrors  of  warfare,  and  have  known 
none  of  the  securities  of  its  usages,  and  have  appealed  in  vain  for  protection.  They  havo 
published  authentic  statements  of  the  wrongs' and  the  outrages  committed  upon  them  by 
merciless  invaders,  and  no  sympathetic  response  has  been  returned.  They  are  reduced  to 
the  last  extremity.  The  alternative  is  presented,  in  the  event  governmental  protection  shall 
not  be  extended,  to  abandon  their  homes  to  their  enemies,  or  to  defend  them.  They  feel 
that  the  great  law  of  humanity  allows  them  to  resort  to  measures  of  self-defense,  to  repel 
force  by  force,  and  to  meet  their  invaders  and  despoilers  as  freemen  should,  with  ball  and 
blade.  And  your  ffrand  jurors,  though  generally  not  residents  of  the  section  in  question, 
acting  under  the  solemn  obligations  or  their  oaths,  do  present  that,  in  their  opinion,  should 
these  plundered,  harassed,  and  wroneed  people  be  impelle4  to  strike  for  vengeance  upon  the 
breasts  of  those  who  have  filled  the  land  with  violence  and  bloodshed,  assassination,  and  a 
long  catalogue  of  inhuman  excesses,  they  can  appear  before  the  bar  of  public  opinion  and 
plead  such  a  justification  as  no  people  in  modem  times  have  been  able  to  produce  during  a 
period  of  miscalled  peace. 

Your  grand  jurors  Mve  seen  with  pleasure  the  joint  resolution  introduced  into  Congresa 
by  the  Hon.  John  Hancock.    They  would  respectfully  suggest  that  a  commission  for  the 

gurpoees  contemplated  would  be  very  proper,  but  it  would  bring  no  relief  to  the  suffering 
'ontier.  An  effective  and  eflicient  force  of  cavalry  to  chastise  and  expel  the  armed  bands, 
and  to  drive  from  our  soil  the  Mexican  troops  now  using  it  for  making  descents  upon  Mexi- 
can territory,  as  from  the  Lope&a  ranch  in  Zapata  County,  and  for  plundering  our  people, 
is  imperiously  demanded,  ana  at  once. 

Our  Bepresentatives  and  Senators  in  Congress  are  requested  to  use  their  influence  in  pro- 
curing the  sending  of  this  force  to  the  Rio  Grande. 

In  conclusion,  your  grand  Jury  would  call  attention  to  the  good  understanding  which  has 
existed  between  themselves  and  the  able  gentlemen  presiding  over  the  honorable  court,  the 
district  attorney,  and  all  the  officers  of  the  court. 


JOHN  S.  FORD. 
Foreman,  Cameron  County,  Texas, 
C.  DART. 

Oalveston^  Texas, 
J.  J.  HAWKINS, 
Columbus,  Colorado  County, ^Texas, 
J.  M.  CONRAD, 

Galveston,  Texas, 
R.  B.  HAWKINS, 
Colorado  County,  Texas, 
M.  M.  JORDAN, 

Galveston,  Texas, 
JAS.  W.  FIELDS, 
Colorado  County,  Texas, 
L.  F.  HARRIS. 

Galveston,  Texas, 
JAMES  NORTON, 

Galveston,  Texas, 
SAMUEL  PARR, 

Galveston,  Texas* 
T.  W.  PIERSON, 

Victoria,  Texas. 


OLYMPUS  FERGUSON, 

Colorado  County,  Texas, 
GEORGE  WILSON, 

Nueces  Coun^,  Texas, 
W.  F.  BROWN, 

Brazoria  County,  Texas,. 
W.  H.  POWELL, 

Matagorda  County,  Texas* 
THOMAS  MCGOVERN, 

Galveston^  Texas* 
H.  H.  WILLIAMS, 

Victoria  County,  Texas* 
D.  C.  ROBERTS, 

Brazoria  County,  Texas* 
DANIEL  BUCKLEY, 

Galveston,  Texas* 
R.  K.  SMITH, 

Galveston,  Texas* 
JAMES  F.  MAGUIRE, 

Galveston,  Texas, 


Mr*  Hunter  to  Mr,  Nelson, 
(Foreign  Relations,  1872,  p.  449.) 

Department  op  State, 
Washington,  August  6,  1873. 

Sir  :  I  transmit  a  copy  of  a  communication  of  the  28th  of  May  last,  from  Major  T.  M. 
Anderson  to  the  acting  assistant  adjutant-general  for  the  Department  of  Texas,  representing 
that  General  Jos6  Ceballos,  commanding  the  Mexican  forces  on  the  line  of  the  Bravo,  had 
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returoed  a  drove  of  cattle  driven  from  this  side,  and  arrested  their  purchasers  on  the  Mex- 
ican side.  You  will  comply  with  the  suf^gestion  of  the  mi^or  by  making  a  suitable  acknowl- 
edgement to  the  Mexican  Government  for  the  sense  of  the  duty  of  a  good  neighbor  and  of 
justice  to  the  citizens  of  a  friendly  state,  sliown  by  the  proceedings  of  General  Ceballos  ad- 
verted  to. 

,     I  am,  &c., 

W.  HUNTER, 
Acting  Seeretarff. 


[Inclorare.] 

Headquarters  Ringijold  Barracks, 

Tezas,  May  28,  i872. 

Sir  :  General  Jos6  Ceballos,  commanding  the  line  of  the  Bravo,  has  returned  a  drove  of 
cattle  driven  from  this  side,  and  arrested  the  purchaser  of  the  stock  on  the  Mexican  side. 

General  Cortina  has  been  reliepred  fiom  duty  on  this  line,  and  ordered  to  the  city  of  Mex- 
ico, and  those  now  in  command  on  the  Mexican  side  seem  very  anxious  to  cultivate  friendly 
relations  and  stop  all  depredations  on  our  soil. 

I  respectfully  suggest  that  some  official  acknowledgment  of  Greneral  Ceballos*8  acts  would 
have  a  very  good  efirect. 

I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  M.  ANDERSON. 
Major,  Tenth  Infantry,  Commanding, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Department  of  Texas, 


Mr.  Nelaon  to  Mr,  Fish. 

(Foreign  Relations,  1872,  p.  456.) 

Legation  of  tub  United  States, 

Mexico,  August  24,  1872. 

Sir  :  Pursuant  to  the  instructions  contained  in  your  No.  274,  of  the  6th  instant,  I  have 
to  day  addressed  a  note  to  Mr.  Lafragua,  of  which  I  inclose  a  copy,  returning  thanks  in  the 
name  nf  the  Gktvemment  of  the  United  States  to  the  Government  of  Mexico  for  its  friendly 
action,  as  exhibited  in  recalling  General  Cortina  from  the  frontier,  and  fn  the  return  of  stolen 
cattle  by  General  Ceballos  to  their  owners  in  Texas. 
1  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr,  Lafragua, 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  August  24,  1872. 

Sir  :  It  is  my  agreeable  duty  to  inform  your  excellency  that  my  government  has  received 
information  from  Major  T.  M.  Anderson,  one  of  its  military  officers  on  the  Rio  Grande  fron- 
tier, to  the  effect  that  General  Jo86  Ceballos,  commander  of  the  Mexican  army  of  operations 
in  that  section,  has  returned  to  the  owners  a  drove  of  cattle  which  had  been  stolen  from 
Texas,  and  had  arrested  their  purchasers;  and,  also,  that  GeneralJuan  N.  Cortina,  whose 
conduct  has  given  rise  to  so  many  remonstrances  from  Amencan  citizens  and  officials,  has 
been  relieved  from  duty  and  ordered  to  the  city  of  Mexico.  Major  Anderson  added  that  the 
Mexican  officers  then  in  command  (May  28)  seemed  anxious  to  cultivate  friendly  relations 
with  ^e  United  States,  and  to  put  a  stop  to  all  depredations  on  American  soil. 

For  these  gratifying  evidences  of  good  feeling  on  the  part  of  the  Mexican  Government  and 
its  military  officials  I  am  instructed  by  my  government  to  return  its  sincere  thanks  to  the 
government  of  tho  republic  of  Mexico, 

I  have  the  honor  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the  assurance  of  my  very  high  and  distin 
guished  consideration. 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 
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Extrari,  from  the  annual  message  of  President  Grants  December  2,  1872. 

Since  jour  last  session  the  President  of  tbe  Mexican  Republic,  distinguished  bj  his 
high  character,  and  bj  his  services  to  his  country,  has  died.  His  temporary  successor  has 
now  been  elected  with  crreat  unanimity  by  tbe  people,  a  proof  of  confidence  on  their  part  in 
bis  patriotism  and  wisdom,  which  it  is  believea  will  be  confirmed  by  the  results  of  his  ad* 
ministration.  It  is  particularly  desirable  that  nothing  should  be  left  undone  by  the  govern- 
rnent  uf  either  republic  to  strengthen  their  relations  as  neighbors  and  friends. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  many  lawless  acts  continue  to  disturb  the  quiet  of  the  set- 
tlements on  the  border  between  our  territory  and  that  of  Mexico,  and  that  complaints  of 
wrongs  to  American  citizens  in  various  parts  of  the  country  are  made.  The  revolutionary 
condition  in  which  the  neighboring  republic  has  so  long  been  involved  has  in  some  degree 
contributed  to  this  disturbance.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  with  a  more  settled  rule  of  order 
through  the  republic,  which  may  be  expected  from  the  present  government,  the  acts  of 
which  just  complaint  is  made  will  cease. 

Tbe  proceeding  of  tbe  commission  under  the  convention  with  Mexico  of  the  4th  of  July, 
]868,  on  the  subject  of  claims,  have  unfortunately  been  checked  by  an  obstacle,  for  the  re- 
moval of  which  measures  have  been  taken  by  the  two  governments  which  it  is  believed 
will  prove  successful. 

The  commissioners  appointed,  pursuant  to  tbe  joint  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  7th  of 
Ma^  last,  to  inquire  into  depredations  on  the  Texan  frontier,  have  diligently  made  investi- 
gations in  that  quarter.  Their  report  upon  the  subject  will  l>e  communicated  to  you.  Their 
researches  were  necessarily  incomplete,  partly  on  account  of  the  limited  appropriation 
made  by  Congress.  Mexico,  on  the  part  of  that  government,  has  appointed  a  similar  com- 
mission to  investigate  these  outrages.  It  is  not  announced  officially,  but  the  press  of  that 
country  states  that  the  fullest  investigation  is  desired,  and  that  the  co-operation  of  all  par- 
ties concerned  is  invited  to  secure  that  end.  I  therefore  recommend  that  a  special  appro- 
priation be  made  at  the  earliest  day  practicable,  to  enable  the  commissioners  on  the  part  ot 
the  United  States  to  return  to  their  labors  without  delay. 


Extracts  from  the  report  of  the  United  States  commissioners  for  inquiring  into  the  depreda- 
tions committed  on  the  Texas  frontiers^  appointed  under  joint  resolution  of  Congress,  ap- 
proved  Majf  7,  1872. 

(H.  Ex.  Doc.  39, 42d  Congress,  3d  session.) 

» 

Washington,  D.  C,  December  10, 1872. 

Sir  :  The  United  States  commissioners  to  Texas,  appointed  under  joint  resolution  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  approved 
by  the  President  on  May  7, 1872,  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report. 

The  duties  enjoined  upon  them  are  defined  in  that  resolution,  and  will  be  found  in  the  fol- 
lowing copy  herein  set  out : 

JOINT  KBSOLUTION  appointing  oommiBsloners  to  inqalre  into  depredations  on  the  frontiers  of  the 

State  of  Texas. 

Whereas  there  are  complaints  of  many  depredations  having  been  committed  for  several 
jrears  past  upon  the  frontiers  of  the  State  of  Texas,  by  bands  of  Indians  and  Mexicans,  who 
crossed  the  Kio  Qrande  River  into  the  State  of  Texas,  murdering  the  inhabitants  or  carrying 
them  into  captivity,  and  destroying  or  carrying  away  the  property  of  the  citizens  of  said 
State ;  as  also  that  bands  of  Indians  have  committed,  and  continue  to  commit,  like  depre- 
dations on  the  property,  lives,  and  liberty  of  the  citizens  along  the  northern  and  northwest- 
ern frontiers  of  said  State:  Therefore, 

Resolved  hv  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Con- 
gress assembled.  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized 
and  empowered  to  appoint  three  persons  to  act  as  commissioners  to  inquire  into  the  extent 
and  character  of  said  depredations,  by  whom  committed,  their  residence  or  country  inhabited 
by  tbem,  the  persons  murdered  or  carried  into  captivitv,  the  character  and  value  of  the 
property  destroyed  or  carried  away,  from  what  portions  of  said  State,  and  to  whom  the  same 
belonged. 

Sec.  2.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  commissioners,  or  a  majority  of  them,  as  soon  as 
practicable,  to  proceed  to  the  frontiers  of  said  State  and  take  the  testimony,  under  oath,  of 
such  witnesses  as  may  appear  before  them,  after  having  given  notice  for  ten  days  previous, 
by  publication  in  the  nearest  newspapers,  of  the  time  and  place  of  their  meeting,  of  all  such 
depredations,  when,  where,  by  and  upon  whom  committed,  and  shall  make  up  and  transmit 
to  the  President  full  reports  of  their  said  investigations. 

Sec.  3.  That  said  commissioners  shall  be  entitled  to  and. receive  as  compensation  for  their 
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serrioes  the  sum  of  ten  dollars  per  day  each,  and  their  traveling-expenses  to  each,  for  and 
daring^  the  time  thej  shall  be  engaged  in  said  service ;  and  the  sum  of  six  thousand  dollars, 
or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessai  ▼,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated  to  pay  the 
expenses  of  said  investif^on  and  said  confmissioners. 
Approved  May  7, 1872. 

Under  the  authority  above  g^ven  the  commissioners  assembled  at  New  Orleans,  Louisiana, 
on  July  5  and  6, 1872,  and>  after  effecting  an  organisation,  proceeded  to  that  part  of  the  State 
of  Texas  in  which  the  alleged  disorders  called  for  the  earliest  attention. 

The  public  sessions  of  the  commission,  duly  advertised,  were  commenced  on  July  30,  and 
continued  until  October  3, 1872,  at  which  time  the  amount  of  testimony,  number  of  claims, 
and  gravity  of  the  present  situation  of  affairs  on  the  frontier  demanded  a  return  to  Washing- 
ton ror  the  submitting  of  a  report  (if  only  preliminary  in  character)  to  the  Department. 
The  fact  that  the  appropriation  at  the  disposal  of  the  commission  was  exhausted  would  have 
obliged  the  step  above  mentioned,  apart  from  any  other  considerations. 

The  Rio  Grande  frontier  was  traversed  by  the  commissioners  from  Point  Isabel  to  Rio 
Grande  City,  personal  examination  of  the  localities  of  the  reported  outrages  thus  being  made. 
The  continual  presence  at  Brownsville  of  parties  aggrieved,  and  the  amount  of  official  busi- 
ness thus  seeking  the  commissioners,  prevented  them  from  reaching  any  other  part  of  the 
territory  named  in  the  joint  resolution  than  the  river  frontier  above  mentioned. 

The  depredations  referred  te  may  be  generally  divided,  according  to  class  and  locality, 
into — 

First,  The  cattle-stealing  along  the  Rio  Grande. 

Second.  The  Indian  depredations  on  the  line  of  the  Rio  Grande, 

Third,  The  Indian  depredations  on  the  northern  and  northwesiem  frontiers  of  the  State  of 
Tetlas, 

The  cattle- stealing  outrages  on  the  Rio  Grande  may  be  divided  into  two  classes  : 

First,  those  occurring  between  its  mouth  and  Laredo,  and, 

Second,  depredations  committed  on  that  line  between  Laredo  and  £1  Paso. 

The  Indian  depredations  on  the  Rio  Grande  are  alleged  to  be  the  acts  of  the  Kickapoos, 
Lipans,  Seminoles,  Carrizo,  and  other  Indians  operating  against  the  persons  aod  property  of 
Texan  frontier  settlers,  from  their  secure  haunts  in  Mexico,  the  States  of  Chihuahua  and 
Coahuila,  which  have  given  these  scattered  tribes  a  refuge,  if  not  comfort  and  protection. 


The  work  performed  by  the  commissioners  has  been  a  careful  and  thorough  examination 
of  the  cattle-stealing  disorders  and  other  depredations  on  the  Lower  Rio  Grande  and  on  the 
tract  lying  between  that  part  of  the  boundary-line  and  the  Nueces  River. 

By  reference  to  the  evidence  aud  documents  in  the  possession  of  the  commissioners,  it  will 
be  seen  that  the  facts  set  forth  herein  are  established  bevond  a<  doubt,  aud  they  represent 
with  confidence  a  state  of  lawlessness  on  that  portion  of  the  frontier  which  has  come  under 
their  immediate  observation  calling  for  the  serious  and  immediate  consideration  of  this  gov- 
ernment. 

The  Indian  depredations  on  the  Rio  Grande,  with  the  important  subject  of  the  menaced 
frontier,  have  been  reached  only  collaterally,  but  the  commissioners  feel  warranted  in  pre- 
senting their  views  on  this  point. 

The  extent  and  gravity  of  the  reported  disorders  on  the  Upper  Rio  Grande,  and  the  con- 
tinued outrages  of  Indians  on  the  northern  and  northwestern  frontiers,  call  for  the  most  care- 
ful examination  in  future,  these  remote  regions  being  difficult  of  access,  travel  only  possible 
in  stages,  and,  from  the  nature  of  the  case,  much  time  must  be  expended  before  a  definite 
and  rail  report  can  be  made.  The  most  urgent  letters  have  been  received  from  this  part  of 
the  State,  out  the  commissioners  were  unable  to  do  more  than  assure  the  writers  that  the 
earliest  attention  would  be  paid  to  their  needs. 

In  the  thinly-populated  portions  of  Texas  referred  to  the  sufferings  of  the  settlers  are 
grievous.  Removed  from  every  opportunity  of  idle  or  vicious  life,  and  scattered  over 
a  country  subject  to  continual  Indian  incursion,  they  are  a  class  of  citizens  whose  exposure 
to  outrage  is  very  great.  The  lack  of  communication  prevents  a  speedy  presentation  of  their 
daims,  and  the  commissioners  respectfully  submit  that  every  opportunity  should  be  given 
to  these  scattered  people,  by  the  personal  visits  of  the  proper  parties,  to  place  on  record  their 
losses. 

From  the  information  in  the  possession  of  the  commissioners,  there  is  little  room  left  for 
doubt  that  in  the  future  much  valuable  testimony  may  be  obtained  from  these  sufferers  who 
cannot  leave  unguarded  homes  to  travel  long  distances  to  any  point  of  assembly ;  and  that 
two  or  more  years  will  be  the  shortest  time  in  which  a  thorough  examination  of  all  tlie 
branches  of  the  work  to  be  performed  by  this  commission  can  be  made. 

The  labor  assigned  by  the  resolution  creating  the  commission  is  one  of  great  magnitude, 
as  will  be  seen  on  examination  of  the  vast  territory  to  be  traversed  in  the  prosecution  of 
their  investigation,  which  comprehends  the  counties  bordering  the  Rio  Grande  in  tiers  of 
three  deep,  and  those  on  the  northern  and  northwestern  frontiers  of  the  State  of  Texas,  sub- 
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ject  to  Indian  incnreion,  embracinfj^  in  all  an  area  of  over  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  thou- 
sand square  miles. 

Referring  to  the  region  personally  traversed,  and  to  those  depredations,  which  have  been 
thoroughly  examined,  the  commissioners  report  in  obedience  to  instructions  the  following 
facts  touching  the  condition  of  affairs  on  the  Lower  Rio  Grande  frontier: 

THE  COUNTKY    LYIKG    BETWEEN    THE  NUECES  RIVER  AND  THE  RIO  GRANDE,   AND  ITS 

LOCAL  INTERESTS. 

The  tract  of  land  lying  between  the  Nueces  and  the  Rio  Grande  rivers,  comprises  (on  the 
Lower  Rio  Grande)  the  counUes  of  Cameron,  Hidalgo,  Starr,  Webb,  La  Salle,  Euoinal,  Du- 
val, Zapata,  Live  Oak,  McMullen,  and  Nueces,  a  tract  of  land  three  hundred  miles  long, 
and  from  one  to  two  hundred  miles  in  width. 

The  assessmeot-roll  of  1870  showed  in  these  counties  an  ownership  of  nearlv  five  million 
acres  of  land.  This  region  is  one  vast  prairie,  and  is  given  up  to  the  raising  of  beef-cattle  for 
the  general  markets  of  the  country,  ana  also  the  breeding  of  horses. 

Between  the  Nueces  and  Rio  Grande  Rivers,  the  Arroyo  Colorado,  a  salt-water  inlet, 
divides  the  grassy  prairie  between  it  and  the  Nueces  from  the  sandy  desert  stretching  on  its 
other  side  along  tlie  Rio  Grande.  This  sandy  tract  bears  only  the  mesquit  shrub— the  vege- 
tation due  to  iSe  winding  Rio  Grande  forming  a  thin  fringe  along  its  low  banks.  This  dry 
waste  was  formerly  considered  to  be  an  efficient  safeguard  to  the  interior  of  Texas,  and 
would  so  prove  in  any  case  save  that  of  organized  and  expert  bands  of  marauders  who,  by 
strength  and  audacity,  would  dare  to  penetrate  one  hundred  or  more  miles  into  an  adjoining 
territory. 

In  the  tract  thus  described,  although  thinly  settled  (large  ranches,  many  miles  apart, 
dotting  it  here  and  there  only),  the  assessment-roll  of  1870  showed  an  ownership  in  the  couu' 
ties  named  of  299,193  cattle,  and  73,593  horses,  although  there  was  no  return  made  of  the 
stock  in  Live  Oak  and  McMullen  Counties.  The  very  peculiar  custom  of  the  owners  as  to 
tb«  herding  of  their  stock  (which  roams  on  the  unfenced  ranges),  as  well  as  their  interest 
In  giving  in  their  property  for  assessment,  forbids  them  making  an  overstatement  of  their 
cattle,  wnile  horses,  more  carefully  guarded,  are  given  in  at  a  fairer  enumeration. 

Unfenced,  save  in  a  few  isolated  instances,  the  stock-ranges  of  this  region  give  subsist 
ence  to  hundreds  of  thousands  of  cattle  in  excess  of  the  assessed  number ;  and  under  the 
influence  of  the  **  northers ''  these  cattle,  in  grazing,  move  toward  the  south  and  west ;  large 
numbers  thus  move  down  into  this  region  from  the  valley  of  the  Upper  Rio  Grande  and 
from  ranches  beyond  the  Nueces.  Once  crossing  the  Nueces  River  tney  mingle  with  the 
loo«l  herds,  largely  increasing  their  numbers,  remaining  thus  strayed  until  the  affent  of  the 
owner  enters  them  in  his  annual  report,  and,  according  to  his  instructions  sells  them  or  re- 
turns them  to  their  distant  owners.  The  neighboring  counties  of  Goliad,  Refugio,  San  Pat- 
ricio, Karnes,  Atascosa,  and  Uvalde,  contribute  thousands  to  the  once  countless  hards  in 
occupancv  of  this  region,  or  to  be  reached  through  it.  The  Texas  cattle  range  over  great 
reaches  of  prairie,  often  in  dry  seasons  going  a  day's  march  for  water,  returning  to  their 
accustomeu  pastures. 

Once  yearly  they  are  driven  up  by  the  ranoheros,  examined,  branded,  separated,  the 
estrayed  stock  moved  on  toward  their  owners  or  disposed  of,  and  an  account,  as  near  as  may 
be,  taken.  The  distances  traversed  in  search  of  the  cattle  of  one  herd  are  surprising,  from 
50  to  150  miles  being  not  unusual.  Ownership  is  determined  by  the  brands  applied  and  the 
peculiar  ear-mark,  a  record  of  brands  and  ear-marks  being  required  by  law  to  be  kept  in 
the  county  clerk's  office.  These  brands  are  also  published  in  the  various  newspapers  of  the 
region  as  a  standing  advertisement.  When  a  herd  is  sold,  the  sale  of  the  brand  is  recorded. 
In  gathering  the  stock,  the  increase  following  the  old  cattle  is  assumed  bv  natural  law  to  be 
theirs,  and  is  so  branded.  The  custom  is  to  separate  for  sale  four-year  old  steers,  the  females 
being  always  retained  in  the  herds  for  breeding.  The  stock-raisers'  association  of  Western 
Texas,  a  body  composed  of  the  parties  controlling  the  great  cattle-raising  interests  of  this 
region,  regulates  the  methods  of  handling  the  herds,  decides  on  rules  for  common  protection, 
and,  in  attempting  to  maintain  an  efficient  private  police,  has  shown  a  commendable  zeal  in 
protecting  the  interests  represented  by  its  members.  In  givine  personal  and  official  notice 
to  the  various  State  and  Mexican  authorities,  in  suggesting  and  attempting  to  make  effective 
a  fair  system  ot  hide-inspection,  and  in  other  respects,  the  associated  stock-raisers  of  West- 
em  Texas  have  exhausted  every  means  at  their  disposal  calculated  to  make  the  business  pro- 
tect itself. 

The  character  of  the  occupation  in  which  they  are  engaged,  the  present  value  of  cattle  in 
Texas,  the  scarcity  of  lumber,  together  with  the  peculiar  features  of  land-tenure,  prevent, 
as  a  rule,  the  fencing  of  their  ranges,  many  of  them  being  owned  in  common  by  various 
rancheros  holding  complicated  titles.  Ranches  of  from  10,000  to  200,000  acres  are  here  em- 
ployed solely  for  stock-raising.  This  regiou.  by  reason  of  irregularity  of  the  seasons,  is  ill 
adapted  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  is  devcted  entirely  to  grazing.  Freights  are  high,  the 
country  has  no  railroad  communication,  and  the  Texan  ox,  a  source  of  moderate  profit  to 
the  breeder,  passes  through  many  hands,  and  pays  toll  to  different  local  companies,  before 
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reaching^  the  northern  consumer.    Sometimes  wintering;  in  Kansas,  at  other  times  taken 
north  and  fattened,  this  j^reat  cattle  interest  is  taxed  for  transportation  to  an  extent  which 
well  nigh  precludes  the  possihilitj  of  the  realization  of  any  proiit. 
The  stock-raisers  in  the  re^on  referred  to  are  a  liberal  and  industrious  class  of  citisens, 

E laced  in  a  trying  position,  and  the  hard  labor  of  years  is  represented  in  their  flocks  and 
erds.  The  land  tbey  own  has  no  value  unless  peaceable  possession  is  assured  them.  The 
good  feeling  existing  among  them  as  a  class  is  put  in  evidence  by  their  general  willingness 
to  exchange  powers  of  attorney,  to  protect,  as  mr  as  possible,  their  mutual  interests  in  the 
recovery  of  strayed  or  stolen  stock.  The  advantages  to  be  derived  from  co-operation  on  the 
part  of  owners  will  be  seen  in  the  fact  that  cattle  oearing  the  brands  of  King  &.  Kenedy, 
Hale  &■  Parker,  T.  Hines  Clark,  and  other  owners  of  large  herds,  have  been  traced  for  hun- 
dreds of  miles  along  the  Rio  Grande,  and  on  the  Mexican  side  from  Monterey  to  Bagdad, 
either  by  the  movements  of  the  strayed  or  stolen  cattle  or  handling  of  hides  stripped  from 
them. 

Reference  to  the  report  of  the  third  annual  fair  of  Texas,  held  at  San  Antonio,  shows 
that  a  herd  of  seventy-five  thousand  cattle  will  ordinarily  range  over  an  area  of  country 
one  hundred  miles  long  and  fiftv  miles  wide.  With  expert  thieves  depredating  on  this  prop- 
erty, it  is  easy  to  see  that  the  damage  must  amount  to  millions  of  dollars.  Herds  number- 
ing 50,000  and  75,000  are  not  unusual  in  Western  Texas.  The  stock-raiser,  living  on  his 
isolated  ranch,  shows  his  prosperity  in  continually  augmenting  his  herds  of  breeding-cattle 
by  purchase,  and  acquiring  lands  for  their  subsistence.  The  yearly  income  is  derived  from 
the  sale  of  the  steers  fit  for  market. 

The  employment  of  from  2o  to  300  men  in  the  management  of  these  herds  is  not  unusual, 
and  a  thorough  examination  of  the  system  as  h  exists  (and  it  cannot  be  changed  but  by  the 

? growth  of  population,  improvement  of  cattle,  establishment  of  railroad-lines,  and  fenc- 
ng  the  vast  prairies)  convinces  the  commissioners  that  the  stock-raisers  of  Western  Texas 
are  legitimately  engaged  in  a  business  of  the  greatest  local  importance,  indirectly  affecting 
the  whole  interests  of  the -country,  and  making  subservient  to  the  uses  of  man  a  vast  area  of 
territory  which  would  otherwise  be  an  unproductive  waste. 

With  large  capital,  immense  herds  of  cattle,  and  men  and  material  in  proportion,  it  is  the 
conviction  of  the  commissioners  that  this  interest  is  one  of  sufficient  magnitude  to  have  ex- 
tended over  it  the  protecting  arm  of  this  government,  otherwise,  although  now  of  national 
importance,  it  must  soon  pensh  at  the  hands  of  bands  of  freebooters,  who  find  a  safe  refuge 
on  the  convenient  shores  of  our  sister  republic  of  Mexico,  and  the  residents  of  this  frontier 
left  stripped  of  the  fruits  of  years  of  thrift  and  industry.  Where  possible,  stock-raisers  in- 
close land  as  rapidly  as  their  means  will  allow,  and  in  one  case,  forty  miles  of  fence,  be- 
tween two  arms  of  Corpus  Cbristi  Bay,  have  been  recently  built,  inclosing  the  vast  herds 
of  Mifflin  Kenedy.  The  prosperity  of  this  region  rests  on  the  basis  of  quiet  occupation  of 
the  stock  ranges  and  efficient  protection.  Where  local  irregularities  do  not  at  all  affect  this 
business  it  can  only  be  some  fatal  external  influence,  which  will  bring  ruin  on  men  thus  legi- 
timately engaged.  The  general  features  of  horse-raising  do  not  differ  from  the  plan  pur- 
sued with  regard  to  cattle,  save  that  more  care  is  necessarily  taken  with  the  herds.  Needed 
in  large  numbers  for  continual  use,  the  herds  of  horses  are  generally  kept  around  the  head- 
quarters of  the  owners,  and  are  thus  more  effectually  protected.  As  large  numbers  of  horses 
are  used  and  worn  out  in  the  herding  of  cattle,  this  species  of  property  (although  a  valua- 
ble adjunct  to  the  cattle  interest)  is  seldom  a  source  of  income. 

The  commissioners,  having  endeavored  to  sketch  out  the  vast  extent  of  the  interests  in- 
volved, proceed,  with  direct  reference  to  the  facts,  to  an  examination  of  the  past  and  pres- 
ent condition  of  the  stock-raising  interests  of  the  Rio  Grande  frontier. 

At  the  close  of  the  war  of  the  rebellion  these  plains  were  covered  with  vast  herds  of  cat- 
tle, largely  increased  by  the  years  of  the  war,  as  the  northern  market  was  closed  and  cattle 
for  the  Confederacy  were  obtained  from  Northern  and  Eastern  Texas.  The  evidence  of  all 
the  experts  examined  before  the  commission  establishes  the  alarming  fact  that  in  this  region 
the  number  of  cattle  to-day  is  between  one-third  and  one-fourth  of  the  number  in  1866. 

The  rate  of  increase  of  cattle  in  Texas  is  33^  per  cent,  per  annum,  as  shown  by  the  con- 
current testimony  of  nearly  one  hundred  witnesses  examined  before  the  commission,  embrac- 
ing experts  of  every  kind,  citizens  disinterested  and  parties  in  interest.  This  opinion  is 
fully  confirmed  by  W.  G.  Kingsbury's  "  Essay  on  Cattle -Raising,"  report  3d  annual  fair  of 
Texas  (page  41);  also  by  Major  Sweet's  pamphlet  (page  6);  also  by  Texan  Almanac 
(page  206). 

The  annual  sales  of  beef-cattle  but  seldom,  if  ever,  exceed  one-half  fhe  yearly  increase, 
as  the  evidence  goes  to  show  that  the  cows  are  always  kept  for  breeding  purposes ;  that  no 
local  disease,  drought,  or  unusual  sales  have  occurred  calculated  to  reduce  these  herds  below 
their  average  numbers ;  and  the  records  of  these  counties  show  but  little,  if  any,  complaint 
of  local  cattle-stealing. 

The  commissioners  feel  fully  warranted  in  expressing  the  opinion  that  for  years  past, 
especially  since  1866,  and  even  before^  armed  bands  of  Mexicans  have  continually  employed 
the  safe  refuge  of  an  adjoining  territory  and  the  favorable  river  frontier  to  cross  from  Mexico 
into  Texas,  in  strong  parties,  collect  and  drive  away  into  Mexico  unnumbered  herds  of  cat- 
tle from  Ibis  region..    These  thieves  have,  with  astonishing  boldness,  penetrated  at  times 
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one  hundred  miles  and  even  farther  into  Texas,  and  by  day  and  nig^bt  have  carried  on  this 
wholesale  plundering,  employing  force  and  intimidation  in  all  cases  where  resistance  or  re- 
monstrance was  met  witn.  Confederates  living  along  the  banks  of  the  river  have  been 
used  in  this  nefarious  trade,  while  honest  residents  have  been  forced  to  keep  silence  or  fly. 

The  Mexican  bank  of  the  Rio  Grande  (Bravo)  is  occupied  bv  numbers  of  ranches,  fur- 
nishing a  convenient  rendezvous  for  these  marauders,  from  whence  they  carry  on  openly 
their  operations,  often  leading  to  conflicts.  Pursuit  to  the  river-bank  in  many  cases  has 
been  mocked  at ;  the  ineffectual  efforts  of  customs  officers  and  inspectors  have  been  jeered  at, 
and  this  region  made  to  suffer  from  the  continual  scourge  of  these  thieves.  The  butchers  of 
the  frontier  Mexican  towns,  the  stock-dealers,  and,  in  many  cases,  the  heads  .of  the  various 
ranches  on  the  Mexican  side,  have  participated  in  the  profits,  encouraged  the  work,  and  pro- 
tected the  offenders.  The  Mexican  local  authorities,  as  a  rule,  civil  and  military,  have  l^en 
cop^nizant  of  these  outrages,  and  have  (with  one  or  two  honorable  exceptions)  protected  the 
ofiwnders,  defeated  with  technical  objections  attempts  at  recovery  of  the  stolen  property, 
assisted  in  maintaining  bands  of  thieves,  or  diiectly  and  openly  have  dealt  in  the  plunder 
or  appropriated  it  to  their  personal  uses.  In  all  cases  coming  before  these  corrupt  officials, 
thoroughly  acquainted  by  personal  and  official  notification  and  public  notoriety  of  this 
serious  and  continual  breach  of  international  rights,  they  have  either  protected  the  criminal 
and  shared  with  him  the  property  stolen,  or  else  have  confessed  an  inability  to  check  the 
outrages  and  punish  the  offenders. 

The  local  authorities  of  Matamoros,  Mier,  Bagdad,  Camargo,  and  other  frontier  Mexican 
towns  have  been  repeatedly  notified  of  these  complications  ;  the  United  States  and  Mexican 
military  authorities  have  corresponded  thereon ;  the  supreme  government  of  Mexico  has 
been  duly  apprised  of  the  state  of  the  border  by  earnest  corres|>ondence  of  United  States 
civil  and  military  officers,  transmitted  through  the  American  minister,  to  which  attention  is 
specially  called ;  and,  in  the  opinion  of  the  commissioners,  with  the  exception  of  the  tardy 
recall  of  General  Juan  N.  Cortina  (in  March,  ld72),  no  step  tending  toward  an  amicable 
and  honest  vindication  of  the  Mexican  people  has  been  taken ;  while,  to  evince  her  good 
faith  and  earnest  desire  for  the  enforcement  of  the  laws,  the  State  of  Texas  has  lately  organ- 
ized and  maintained  a  system  of  cattle  and  hide  inspections,  In  which  undertaking  she  is 
ably  seconded  by  the  Stock- Raisers*  Association  of  Western  Texas.  Private  parties  have 
appointed  local  agents  to  protect  their  interests ;  the  local  press  has  appealed  ineffectually  to 
the  reason  of  the  Mexicans,  and  called  in  vain  for  the  execution  of  the  laws. 

That  the  action  of  the  local  Mexican  authorities  has  been  characterized  by  duplicity,  con- 
nivance at  fraud,  or  a  complete  subserviency  to  a  corrupt  military  rule,  there  seems  to  be 
but  little  room  left  for  doubt ;  while  the  records  of  the  military  authorities  of  Mexico,  occu- 
pying the  frontier  (especially  the  rigime  of  Greneral  Juan  Nejpomuceno  Cortina,  from  1870 
to  lt^2),  is  one  which  calls  for  immediate  action  on  the  part  of^the  Mexican  Government  in 
disavowing  the  act4,  disgracing  the  offenders,  and  effecting  with  the  victims  of  these  high- 
handed outrages  such  an  adjustment  of  their  claims  as  impartial  justice  requires. 

Under  tie  trying  circumstances  of  being  confronted  on  the  opposite  hank  of  the  Rio 
Grande  by  a  foreign  army,  which  has  given  protection  for  a  series  of  years  to  the  invaders 
of  American  territory,  the  United  States  has,  through  its  officers,  kept  peace,  preserved  neu- 
trality, and  acted  with  candor  and  justice,  mindful  of  its  long-established  friendly  feeling 
for  a  sister  republic.  The  left  bank  of  the  Rio  Grande  has  always  been  sought  as  a  base  for 
insurrectionary  operations  against  the  ephemeral  governments  of  Mexico,  and  the  United 
States  has  in  all  cases  acted  with  commendable  promptness  in  maintaining  strict  neutrality. 

While  the  United  States  has  improved  every  opportunity  to  exocu^  in  good  fiiith  her  treaty 
obligations,  and  settle  on  an  equitable  and  just  oasis  all  existing  differences  with  the  repub- 
lic of  Mexico,  and  the  State  of  Texas  has  taxed  her  treasury  to  execute  laws  unnecessary 
save  to  repel  the  invasion  of  her  territory  by  Mexican  outlaws,  who  have  made  life  and 
property  unsafe  on  her  soil — the  theater  of  their  cold-blooded  and  brutal  murders — the  evi- 
dence adduced  before  the  commission  warrants  the  conclusion  that  the  indifference  on  the 
part  of  the  Mexican  Gk)vernment  touching  her  international  obligations  and  the  condition  of 
affairs  on  her  northern  frontier  has  been  studied. 

The  harassing  question  of  the  Zona  Libre  it  does  not  fall  within  the  province  of  the  com- 
missioners to  examine ;  but  they  feel  called  on  to  notice  the  extension  of  this  zone  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  most  friendly  remonstrances  of  the  United  States,  as  another  evidence  of^  the 
spirit  which  has  characterized  the  policy  of  the  Mexican  Government  in  its  dealings  with  the 
Uniied  States  for  a  series  of  years. 

In  giving  a  r^snm^  of  the  evidence  taken  before  the  commission  touching  the  disorders 
on  the  frontier,  we  trace  their  cause  primarily  to  the  effete  and  corrupt,  and,  in  many 
instances,  powerless  local  civil  authorities  uf  Northern  Mexico,  the  almost  universal  demor- 
alization of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Mexican  frontier,  the  supremacy  of  a  corrupt  and  over- 
bearing military  influence,  giving  form  and  aid  to  the  lawless  expeditions  that  have  been  set 
on  foot  in  Mexico  for  years  past  to  iuvade  and  plunder  the  exposed  frontier  of  Western  Texas, 
the  unfriendly  legislation  on  the  part  of  the  law-making  power  of  the  Republic  of  Mexico, 
which  has  made  the  Zona  Libre,  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Rio  Grande,  a  depot  on  ourim 
mediate  line  for  the  reception  of  goods,  duty  free,  to  be  smuggled  over  our  borders,  with  the 
annual  loss  to  us  of  millions  of  rtiveiiue,  or  the  alternative  of  studdipg  this  portion  of  our 


\ 
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WMtern  boundary  with  an  expensive  army  of  coaioms-inspectors.  The  eatabliahmeot  of  this 
''free  zone,''  per  m,  militated  against  the  commercial  interests  of  the  United  States;  and 
when  followed  np  by  the  appointment  of  Brigpadier-G«neral  Juan  N.  Cortina  to  the  command 
of  the  line  of  the  Bravo,  in  1870,  where  he  remained  in  command  nntil  March,  187^  the  ter- 
ror of  the  residents  of  the  Texan  frontier,  and  the  aider  and  participant  in  a  series  of  lawless 
acts,  the  action  of  the  Mexican  authorities  in  this  regard  can  only  be  interpreted  as  a  direct 
blow  at  the  commerce  of  our  western  frontier ;  and  the  maintenance  of  a  militarr  force  theie, 
under  the  leadership  of  a  commander  whose  career  for  murder,  arson,  and  robbeiy  finds  no 
parallel  in  the  annals  of  crime,  and  whose  retention  in  the  command  of  the  northern  frontier 
of  Mexico  puts  in  evidence  the  inability  of  the  Mexican  Government  to  cope  with  this  outlaw 
and  his  followers,  or  else  his  assignment  to  this  position  by  his  government  for  the  perform* 
ance  of  a  work  which  had  for  its  object  the  annihilation  of  the  commercial  and  iDdnstrial 

interests  of  our  southwestern  frontier. 

•  •  •  •  «  #  • 

The  amount  of  property  taken  and  destroyed,  the  lonfif  continuance  with  impunity  of  these 
outrages  upon  our  soil  by  Mexicans  crossing  our  borders,  in  the  presence  of  the  Army  of  the 
United  States  and  the  authority  of  a  sovereign  State  of  this  Uoion,  are  matters  of  sufficient 
public  concern,  in  our  judgment,  to  require  at  our  hands,  even  at  the  risk  of  being  consid- 
ered tedious,  a  statement  in  detail  of  the  manner  in  which  these  cattle-thieves  have  carried 
on  their  illicit  traftic  for  so  many  years,  in  defianee  of  the  civil  and  military  authorities 
charged  with  the  duty  of  giving  protection  to  the  lives  and  property  of  the  residents  on  onr 
frontier. 

The  character  and  extent  of  the  territory  on  which  these  depredations  have  been  comout- 
ted  for  90  many  years  past  offer  facilities  for  the  commission  of  crime  to  an  extent  not  to  be 
found  in  any  other  part  of  this  country.  Expeditions  for  the  purpose  of  cattle-stealing  in 
Texas  have  generally  been  organized  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Rio  Grande,  in  the  Slate  of 
Tamaulipas,  although  not  unfrecruently,  as  a  change  of  base,  in  the  State  of  Coahuila.  The 
men  engaged  in  this  work  are  Mexicans,  well  mounted,  carrying  fire-arms  of  the  most  ap- 
proved pattern,  and  not  unfrequently  belong  to  the  regular  army  of  Mexico. 

Thoroughly  acclimated  and  accustomed  to  the  har<uhips  and  exposure  incident  to  a  fron- 
tier life,  these  bsnds,  mounted,  armed,  and  provisioned  for  ttie  expedition,  have  but  the  shal- 
low waters  of  the  Rio  Grande  and  a  journey  of  from  one  to  three  days  before  them,  often 
without  water  for  man  or  beast,  ere  they  reach  the  grazing  regions  of  the  Nneees,  and  the 
numerous  herds  of  cattle  to  be  found  in  that  valley.  Systematic  in  all  their  movements,  and 
thoroug'hiy  conversant  with  the  routes  of  travel  and  the  water-holes  leading  to  the  grass 
regfions,  these  bands,  when  ready,  lose  no  time  in  dividSn^  themselves  into  squads,  averag- 
ing five  or  more,  according  to  the  circumstances  surrounding  them,  and,  crossing  at  diSerent 
points  the  Rio  Grande,  a  stream  whose  sinuosities  describe  every  point  of  the  compass,  they 
enter  the  dense  mesquite  fringing  its  banks,  and  emerge  from  it  into  the  highways,  or  con- 
tinue on  their  journey  under  its  cover,  as  may  best  suit  their  purpose,  until  they  reach  the 
place  of  rendezvous,  designated  by  scouts  previously  sent  oat. 

Having  made  their  selection  of  cattle  from  the  herds,  not  unfrequently  to  the  number  of 
sixteen  hundred,  according  to  their  necessities  and  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  no  time 
is  lost  in  pushing  them  without  rest  under  the  cover  of  night  (or  in  open  day,  if  strong 
enough  to  resist  attack)  to  the  river,  a  point  having  been  previously  desigpnated  ibr  this  pur- 
pose, at  which  thev  are  met  by  confoderates  coming  from  the  M«xicau  bank,  with  every 
facility,  including  decoy  cattle,  boats,  &c.,  for  the  rapid  transit  of  their  booty  to  Mexican 
soil,  where  it  is  used  by  the  Mexican  army,  disposed  of  to  the  butchers  of  Biatamoros,  Mier, 
and  Camirgo,  sold  in  open  market  for  the  benefit  of  the  thieves,  or,  after  being  rebraoded, 
used  to  stock  the  ranches  on  the  Mexican  frontier.  The  crossing  of  these  bands  of  Mexicans 
in  small  squads  into  Texas  attracts  no  attention  there,  for  it  is  within  the  bonuds  of  the 
probabilities  of  the  case  to  estimate  the  Mexicans  as  composing  at  least  80  per  cent,  of  the 
entire  population  of  the  frontier  of  Western  Texas. 

The  expedients  resorted  to  by  these  thieves  to  avoid  detection,  and  more  especially  the  dis- 
semination of  such  information  as  would  enable  stock -raisers  to  organize  and  pursue  them, 
varies  according  to  the  exigencies  cf  their  situation.  Localities  where  cattle  are  being  se- 
lected from  herds  have  every  approach,  used  for  miles  around,  guarded  with  membera  of 
these  bands,  who  in  various  ingenious  ways  succeed  in  warning  off  passers-by,  not  unusu- 
ally taking  life  to  accomplish  their  purpose.  Where  the  distance  is  so  great  as  to  make  it 
necessary  to  occupy  more  than  one  day  or  night,  as  the  case  may  be,  in  driving  the  stolen 
cattle  to  the  river,  they  are  oorraled  at  some  unfrequented  point  on  the  way,  and  pickets 
thrown  out  for  miles  around  as  additional  safeguards  against  surprise.  Instances  have  oc- 
curred where  private  residences  situated  on  ttie  route  traveled  by  these  bands  have  been 
placed  under  guard,  to  prevent  information  of  the  movements  of  the  thieves  from  being 
Kuown  until  the  stolen  cattle  had  been  driven  a  sufficient  distance  to  make  succesafai  pur- 
suit impossible. 

With  the  posts  occupied  by  the  United  States  forces  on  this  extensive  frontier,  in  some 
instances  hundreds  of  miles  apart,  and  generally  garrisoned  by  infantry,  with  not  more  than 
one  sheriff  to  every  fifty  miles  of  the  territory  exposed  to  these  incursions,  the  facility  with 
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which  these  bands  have  carried  on  their  operaliona  for  so  many  years,  in  defiance  of  all  au- 
thority, should  no  longer  be  wondered  at. 

For  a  more  full  understanding  of  the  system  of  cattle-stealing,  which  has  well-nigh  broken 
up  the  business  of  stock-rai8in|^  on  the  immediate  frontier  of  Western  Texas,  we  direct 
particular  attention  to  the  following  extracts  from  the  evidence  taken  before  the  <i<^mmi8- 
sion. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  TUB   EVIDENCE  TAKEN   BEFORE  THE  COMMISSIONERH    IN    REGAhD   TO 

CATTLE-STBALING. 

1659. 

!s(nacio  Garcia  loses  one  hundred  cattle,  three  yoke  oxen,  and  thirty  to  forty  mares, 
stolen  by  armed  Mexicans  under  Juan  N.  Cortina. — (See  deposition  No.  17.) 

Carlos  Esparza  loses  six  hundred  cattle  and  eighty  horses,  stolen  by  armed  Mexicans 
under  Juan  N.  Cortina. — (See  deposition  No.  18.) 

Thaddeus  M.  Rhodes  loses  forty  norses,  stolen  by  armed  Mexicans  under  Juan  N.  Cortina. — 
(See  deposition  No.  21.) 

1864. 

WUliam  Burke  (now  lieutenant  of  State  police)  saw,  in  the  spring  of  1864,  two  to  three 
hundred  Texan  cattle  being  driven  off  to  Mexico  by  forty  to  fifty  armed  Mexicans.  The 
cattle  were  sold  at  Camargo,  Mexico. — (See  deposition  No.  4.) 

H'iUiam  Burke  saw  eighty  Texan  cattle  crossed  by  armed  Mexican  thieves  into  Mexico, 
near  Los  Nogales,  Mexico. ---(See  deposition  No.  4. ) 

Ramon  Rodriguez  saw  herds  of  Texan  cattle  driven  over  into  Mexico  by  organized  bands 
of  cattle- thieves,  in  1864. — (See  deposition  No.  58.) 

1865. 

ffilliam  Burle  saw  two  hundred  Texan  cattle  crossed  into  Mexico  by  seven  armed  cattle- 
thieves,  three  miles  beh>w  Brownsville. — (See  deposition  No.  4.) 

fViliiam  D,  Thomas  saw  stolen  herds  of  Texan  cattle  in  Mexico,  near  Matamoros,  in 
1865.— (See  deposition  No.  16). 

Ramon  Rodriguez  saw  armed  bands  of  Mexican  thieves  drive  ovei  to  Mexico  herds  of 
Texan  cattle.— (See  deposition  No.  5H.) 

1866. 

Frank  Byler  saw  forty  stolen  Texan  cattle  at  Esterito  Baucho,  in  Mexico,  in  the  pos- 
session of  six  armed  Mexicans. — (See  deposition  No.  50.) 

Frank  Byler  saw  at  Monterey,  Mexico,  stolen  cattle  belonging  to  T.  Hines  Clark,  of 
Texas. — (See  deposition  No.  50.) 

Alexander  M,  Sanders  testifies  that,  in  1866  and  later,  droves  of  stolen  Texas  cattle,  iVorn 
thirty  to  two  hundred  in  number,  were  crossed  and  sold  at  Camargo  and  Mier,  Mexico. 
Some  were  sold  by  civil  authorities.  Witness  recovered  two  stolen  cattle  in  1866,  at  Roma, 
from  Pablo  Olivarez,  who  was  taking  them  to  Mexico. — (See  deposition  No  28.) 

Vincents  Salazar  saw  armed  Mexican  thieves  gather  and  drive  away  a  herd  of  cattle  from 
Loufs  Renaud*s  ranch,  in  Texas. — (See  deposition  No.  79.) 

1867. 

Elder  B.  Barton  recaptured,  fifty  miles  from  Brownsville,  twenty-eight  head  from  a  herd 
of  three  hundred  and  fifty  stolen  Texan  cattle,  which  were  being  driven  away  by  Mexican 
thieves. — (See  de[)ositiou  No.  42.) 

James  F.  Scott  saw  cattle  stolen  from  T.  H.  Clark,  in  Mexico. — (See  deposition  No.  67.) 

1868. 

TF.  D.  Thomas  saw  Louis  Lopez,  a  Mexican  cattle-thief,  with  one  hundred  head  of  stolen 
Texan  cattle,  within  a  mile  of  Matamoros,  Mexico,  in  May.  The  cattle  were  sold  to  Arri- 
ola,  or  Carriola,  a  butcher  of  Matamoros,  for  |2  a  head.  Carriola  says :  **  I  bought  them ; 
I  do  not  care  a  d — ^n." — (See  deposition  No.  16.) 

W,  D,  Thomas  saw  one  £nsualdo,  with  four  or  five  hundred  stolen  Texan  cattle,  driving 
them  along  a  road,  near  Matamoros,  in  Mexico,  and  is  threatened  by  him. — (See  deposition 
No.  16.) 

fV,  D,  Thomas  testifies  that  Carriola,  a  butcher  of  Matamoros,  in  September,  advanced  |20 
to  one  Palacios  to  bring  him  twenty  stolen  beeves  from  Texas. — (See  deposition  No.  16.) 
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Inspector  Thomas  J.  Handy  saw  a  large  herd  of  Texan  cattle  successfally  crossed,  at 
Ag^as  Negras,  into  Mexico,  bj  armed  Mexicaa  cattle-thieves,  after  a  skirmish. — (See  depo- 
sition No.  32.) 

JuMto  Lopez  saw  eighty  head  of  stolen  Texas  cattle,  near  Rancho  Los  Naranjas,  being 
driven  over  to  Mexico  by  armed  cattle-thieves.  He  dared  not  interfere. — (See  deposition 
N5J.  33.) 

1869. 

Victor  Morel,  with  assistance,  recaptured  several  herds  of  cattle  from  Mexican  cattle- 
thieves  near  Eio  Grande  City.— (See  deposition  No.  157.) 

CecUio  VelOf  near  £1  Jabalin,  in  Texas,  thirty  miles  below  Rio  Grande  City,  recaptured 
thirty-three  head  of  stolen  Texan  cattle  from  Mexican  thieves. — (See  deposition  No.  160.) 

^enrff  Klahnt  appointed  to  represent  the  citizens  of  Western  Texas,  as  a  resident  hide- 
inspector  at  Matamoros,  was  assisted  by  Judge  Augustin  Menchacha,  was  resisted  by  one 
Longoria,  a  hide-dealer,  Judge  Menchaca  being  succeeded  by  Greneral  Don  Pedro  Hinojosa. 
The  inspector  was  notified  by  the  latter  that  he  could  not  support  him  with  assistance,  and 
the  inspector  resigned,  returning  to  Texas. — (See  deposition  No.  170.) 

1870. 

Francisco  JUartifiez  found  Mexican  cattle-thieves  in  possession  of  the  dwellings  on  the 
"Sauio  rancho,"  in  Texas.  The  family  of  Seflor  Becerra,  the  resident,  were  under  guard. 
Martinez,  escaping  to  neighboring  ranches,  with  the  assistance  of  friends,  attacked  the 
thieves  and  recaptured  some  stolen  cattle.  Forty-two  were  recaptured ;  over  one  hundred 
had  been  crossed  into  Mexico,  and  were  not  recovered.— (See  deposition  No.  5.) 

Juam  Sanchez  confirms  the  preceding  evidence ;  was  present,  and  assisted  in  the  fight. — 
(See  deposition  No.  7.) 

ff .  D,  Thomas,  at  Rancho  Laguna  Tio  Cano,  saw  herds  of  cattle  driven  off  nearly  every 
week  in  1870,  and  did  not  dare  to  interfere  with  the  armed  thieves. — (See  deposition  No.  16.) 

Carlos  Esparza  testifies  that  he,  with  Ignacio  Garcia,  recaptured  one  hundred  cattle  firom 
armed  Mexican  cattle-thieves. — (See  deposition  No.  18.) 

Justo  Lopez  saw  J.  M.  Martinez  (now  deceased)  successfully  cross  two  to  three  hundred 
stolen  cattle  into  Mexico,  near  Las  Cuevas. — (See  deposition  No.  33.) 

Angel  Aguirre  saw  seven  stolen  cattle,  belonging  to  Alexander  Wierbiski,  of  Texas,  near 
Mesquitito,  in  Mexico.— (See  deposition  No.  34.) 

Apollinario  Hernandez  (then  a  Mexican  soldier)  saw  five  hundred  stolen  Texan  cattle 
crossed  into  Mexico,  by  cattle-thieves,  at  La  Bolsa  ranch,  in  June.  Nicholas  Solis  (then 
alcalde  of  the  Solisefio  precinct,  State  of  Tamaulipas)  and  D.  Pefia  bought  the  cattle  of 
the  thieves  for  $2.50  a  head,  and  sold  them  to  Dyonisio  Cardenas  (now  alcalde  of  Mata- 
moros) for  $5  each. — (See  deposition  No.  37.) 

Thomas  Beynon  recaptured  a  herd  of  stolen  cattle  from  armed  thieves  from  Mexico,  near 
Laguna  Blanca,  in  Texas. — (See  deposition  No.  83.) 

Cecilio  Vela,  near  San  Jos^,  in  Starr  County,  Texas  (forty-five  miles  from  Rio  Grande 
City),  recaptured  from  Mexican  cattle-thieves  fifty  stolen  cattle. -^( See  deposition  No.  160.) 

Cecilio  Vela,  two  or  three  mouths  after  the  preceding  occurrence,  near  San  Jos6,  recap- 
tured sixty-seven  head  of  stolen  cattle  from  six  armed  thieves,  who  abandoned  the  cattle 
and  fled. — (See  deposition  No.  160.) 

Cecilio  Vela  recaptured  twenty -eight  stolen  cattle  near  La  Grulla,  in  Texas,  the  Mexican 
thieves  escaping. — (See  deposition  No.  160.) 

Cecilio  Vela  recaptured  from  armed  Mexican  thieves  thirteen  head  and  his  son  eighteen 
head  of  stolen  cattle,  near  Las  Comitas,  the  thieves  escaping. — (See  deposition  No.  160.) 

1871. 

Thomas  F.  Wilson,  United  States  consul  at  Matamoras,  while  traveling  in  Texas,  be- 
tween Laredo  and  Eagle  Pass,  saw  people  driving  cattle  toward  Mexico  ;  supposed  them  to 
be  thieves. — (See  deposition  No.  2.) 

William  Burke  (lieutenant  of  State  police)  saw  five  hundred  Texan  cattle  crossed  into 
Mexico,  at  Las  Cuevas,  by  thieves.  There  were  thirty  to  sixty  armed  men  with  the  herd. 
Burke  shot  at  the  thieves. — (See  deposition  No.  4.) 

William  Burke  (lieutenant  of  State  police)  testifies  that  armed  Mexican  cattle-thieves 
drove  over  two  hundred  stolen  Texan  cattle  into  Mexico,  at  Los  Grullos  rancho  in  Starr 
County.  Burke  and  Henderson  (State  police)  went  to  Camargo,  Mexico,  and  claimed  the 
cattle  as  stolen.  Alcalde  Elijio  Garcia,  of  that  place,  refused  on  technical  grounds  to  de- 
liver them. — (See  deposition  No.  4.) 

Inspectors  Albert  Dean  and  T.  </.  Handy,  United  States  customs  service,  in  March,  went 
to  Las  Cuevas  ranch ;  found  armed  Mexican  thieves  crossing  cattle  over  the  river,  and 
were  fired  on.  They  saw  thirty  to  fifty  cattle  on  the  Mexican  bank,  just  crossed,  and  ten 
to  twenty  in  the  water  crossing.  Five  or  six  remained  on  the  Texan  side. — (See  deposition 
No.  6.) 
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Carlos  Esparza  and  Ignacio  Garcia  captured,  near  Calaboso  ranch,  fifteen  or  twenty  cattle 
from  armed  Mexican  thieves^  afler  a  fight.  They  captnred  also  a  namber  of  horses  and 
saddles.    One  hundred  cattle  had  been  crossed. — (See  deposition  No.  18.) 

Thaddeua  M.  lihodes,  justice  of  the  peace,  sent  a  posse,  and  recaptured  forty  stolen  cattle 
from  armed  Mexican  cattle- thieves,  A.  de  Leon,  their  leader,  escaping^. — (See  deposition  No. 

Benito  Garcia  saw  one  Jurado,  a  Mexican  cattle-thief,  cross  a  larg^  drove  of  stolen  cattle 
into  Mexico,  near  San  Pedro  ranch. — (See  deposition  No.  23.) 

Alexander  fVierbiski  saw  armed  Mexican  thieves  with  forty-eight  stolen  cattle ;  pursued 
them,  and  recaptured  the  cattle. — (See  deposition  No.  25  ) 

Anaclito  Padron,  a  soldier  in  the  Mexican  army,  was  sent  by  General  J.  N.  Cortina  to 
protect  the  crossinjif  of  stolen  cattle  at  Tahuachal  rancho,  on  the  Mexican  side,  in  June, 
J871.  Two  hundred  cattle  were  there  crossed.  They  were  stolen  from  Texas,  and  were 
personally  appropriated  by  General  Cortina. — (See  deposition  No.  26.) 

Rieardo  Flores^  in  June,  1871,  attacked  the  Ln^  or  Lubo  brothers  and  their  party  of 
Mexican  cattle- thieves,  near  Reparo  ranch,  in  Texas  ;  killed  Lubo,  and  recaptured  two 
hundred  stolen  cattle,  which  were  delivered  to  Judge  J.  Galvin,  of  Brownsville,  Texas,  for 
«ale  on  owners'  account.— (See  deposition  No.  27.) 

Alexander  Af.  Sanders  testifies  ttiat,  in  1871,  a  herd  of  stolen  cattle,  being  crossed  into 
Mexico  by  cattle-thieves,  stampeded,  and  eighty  of  the  cattle  returned  to  the  Texan  side. — 
(See  deposition  No.  28.) 

Inspector  Thomas  J,  Handy,  United  States  customs  service,  confirms  the  testimony  of  In- 
spector Albert  Dean  as  to  the  crossing  of  the  herd  of  stolen  cattle  at  Las  Cuevas  in  1871. — 
(See  deposition  No.  32.) 

Apollinario  Hernandez  (a  soldier  of  the  Mexican  army)  saw  one  hundred  stolen  cattle 
penned  at  Santa  Rita,  in  Mexico,  twelve  miles  from  Matamoros,  on  September  13,  1871. 
-Captain  Sabas  Garcia,  Mexican  army,  and  Secundo  Garza  (a  soldier  of  Cortina's)  were  in 
possession  of  tliem.    Cortina  was  there  personally  dividing  the  stock. — (See  deposition  No. 

Apollinario  Hernandez  (a  soldier  of  the  Mexican  army)  testifies  that  the  Holguines  broth- 
ers, notorious  Mexican  cattle-thieves,  crossed  four  or  five  hundred  stolen  cattle  into  Mexico 
at  Los  Fresnos  or  Rucia  rancho.  Chief  Justice  Trinidad  G.  Doria,  of  Mataraoros,  impris- 
oned the  Holguines,  who  were  captured  ;  Cortina  liberated  them. — (See  deposition  No.  37.) 

Apollinario  Hernandez  (a  former  soldier  of  the  Mexican  army)  saw  a  herd  of  stolen  Texan 
cattle  at  the  Chiltlpin  rancho  in  Mexico. — (See  deposition  No.  37.) 

Ramon  Garcia  saw  a  herd  of  three  hundred  stolen  Texan  cattle  near  the  Arroyo  Colorado, 
in  Texas,  being  driven  away  toward  Mexico  by  Captain  Sabas  Garcia  (Mexican  army)  and 
one  Gregorio  villareal.— (See  deposition  No.  48.) 

Gurmesiendo  Castaneda  saw,  in  July,  1871,  frequent  droves  of  stolen  Texan  cattle  crossed 
into  Mexico  at  Rucias  rancho,  in  Cameron  County,  Texas ;  he  saw  two  or  three  herds 
crossed  in  the  day-time  (one  of  one  hundred  and  another  of  two  hundred  head),  the  thieves 
generally  crossing  them  at  night. — (See  deposition  No.  54.) 

Francisco  Munguia  saw  three  hundred  stolen  cattle,  in  the  possession  of  eight  armed 
thieves,  pass  Cotillo  ranch  going  to  Mexico  on  July  2,  1871. — (See  deposition  No.  57.) 

Ramon  Rodriguez,  in  the  fall  of  1871,  saw  Captain  Sabas  Garcia,  of  the  Mexican  army, 
driving  away  a  herd  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  stolen  Texan  cattle. — (See  deposition  No.  58.) 

Ramon  Rodriguez,  in  September,  1871,  aided  in  capturing  Juan  Paz  (a  Mexican  cattle- 
thief)  with  thirty-five  head  of  stolen  Texan  cattle,  near  Santa  Rosa  ranch,  in  Texas. — (See 
deposition  No.  58.) 

Carlos  Castaneda  saw  at  Rucias  ranch  (thirty  miles  from  Brownsville)  in  July  two  droves 
crossed  of  one  hundred  and  two  hundred  head  ot  stolen  cattle  by  armed  thieves,  who  took 
them  to  Mexican  soil. — (See  deposition  No.  59.) 

Louis  Renaud  (captain  of  a  company  raised  by  stock -raisers*  association  of  Western 
Texas)  exchanges  shots  at  Calabozo  rancho  with  armed  thieves,  under  command  of  Lubo 
or  Lugo,  who  were  driving  cattle  into  Mexico  from  Texas. — (See  deposition  No.  88.) 

Jacinto  Hernandez  follows  a  herd  of  stolen  cattle  to  the  river.  They  were  taken  from 
near  Reytamitas  by  the  Lubos  or  Lugos  and  their  followers. — (See  deposition  No.  169.) 

Inspector  Thomas  C  Sheldon,  United  States  customs  service,  on  duty  March  4,  1871,  near 
Banco  ranch,  in  Texas,  saw  eighty  armed  men  crossing  a  herd  of  about  five  hundred  cat- 
tle, and  was  warned  by  a  friend  not  to  approach,  as  the  thieves  were  looking  for  him.  Many 
of  the  thieves  thus  engaged  were  soldiers  under  Greneral  J.  N.  Cortina*s  command. — (See 
deposition  No.  8.) 

1872. 

Captain  Sabas  Garcia,  Mexican  army,  brags  that  he  crossed  four  hundred  stolen  cattle 
from  Texas  into  Mexico  on  another  occasion,  on  July  5,  1872. — (See  deposition  No.  8.) 

Inspector  Sheldon,  on  April  1 ,  1872,  sleeping  at  Rucias  ranch,  on  the  Texan  side  of  the 
river,  in  a  corral,  was  awakened  near  daylight  by  the  noise  of  shots,  and  saw  fifty  armed 
Mexican  thieves  pass,  driving  aboitt  four  hundred  stolen  cattle,  which  they  crossed  success- 
fully.   The  inspector,  being  alone,  could  not  prevent  the  raid.-— (See  deposition  No.  8.) 
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Antonio  Gmiiirrez,  on  February  10,  1872,  stopped  Mexicans  drivinfr  away  some  stolen 
cattle,  recaptnriD^  eig^ht  belonging  to  Alexander  Wierbiski  and  two  of  Vera  bSrothers. — (See 
deposition  No.  10.) 

IF.  D.  Thomas,  on  February  25,  1872,  went  to  Stillman*8  ranch,  andTonnd  people  excited, 
from  three  to  four  hundred  cattle,  driven  by  thieves  from  Mexico,  having  passed.  He  en- 
deavored to  raise  men  to  pursue  them.  Failing  in  this,  was  shot  at  by  the  thieves  as  he 
proceeded  on  his  journey,  but  followed  at  a  distance  the  stolen  herd,  which  passed  by  Ir- 
wio's  ranch,  going  toward  Mexico. — (See  deposition  No.  16.) 

Thaddeus  M.  Rhodes^  juMtice  of  the  peace,  sent  men  to  recapture  a  herd  of  stolen  Texan 
cattle,  which  were  being  driven  away  by  a  band  under  Rafael.  Five  hundred  cattle  weie  re- 
captured, the  thieves  escaping.— (See  deposition  No.  21.) 

Thaddeus  M,  Rhodes,  justice  of  the  peace,  sent  another  posse  to  pursue  Mexicans  thieves 
under  the  same  leader,  Kafael.  One  hundred  cattle  were  crossed  by  them  at  La  Bolsa  ; 
some  broken  down  cattle  were  recaptured. — (See  deposition  No.  21.) 

Alexander  M,  Sanders  Btkw  many  stolen  Texan  horses  in  Camargo,  Mexico.  Cortina*8 
orderlies  and  soldiers  were  mouoted  on  them.— (See  deposition  No.  2ei.) 

Antonio  Tigerina  testifies  that,  in  February,  1872,  armed  Mexican  cattle-thieves  gathered 
a  herd  of  Texan  cattle  near  his  ranch,  ton  or  twelve  miles  from  Brownsville.  Having 
alarmed  his  neighbors,  he  proceeded  to  Matamoros  and  found  some  of  the  thieves  selling  a 
portion  of  the  stolen  herd  to  Dyonisio  Cardenas,  a  butcher  (now  alcalde  of  Matamoros). 
Obtaining  assistance  from  the  police,  he  searched  for  the  remainder  of  the  cattle,  having 
friends  with  him.  Finding  them  at  Carriola's  (another  dealer's),  and  being  fired  on  by 
the  thieves,  Tigerina  and  friends  charged  the  thieves  and  recovered  the  cattle. -—(See  deposi- 
tion No.  31  ) 

Antonio  Tigerina  was  at  the  fight  with  Mexican  cattle- thieves  at  the  Calaboso  rancho.— 
(See  deposition  No.  31.) 

Inspectors  Handy  and  Sheldon,  United  States  customs  service,  saw  seventy  to  eighty 
armed  Mexicans,  in  March,  1872,  on  the  Mexican  bank  of  the  river,  opposite  Floridas 
rancho.  These  men  had  five  to  six  hundred  stolen  cattle  in  their  possession.  Men  were  in 
military  uniforms,  armed  with  sabers,  revolvers,  and  repeating  weapons.  Covering  parties 
were  drawn  up  ill  military  order.  As  the  cattle  had  been  crossed,  the  inspectors,  without 
help,  dared  not  interfere.— (See  deposition  No.  .32.) 

Oregorio  VUlareal  testifies  that  a  large  lot  of  stolen  Texan  cattle  for  Creneral  J.  N.  Cortina 
were  brought  in  1872  to  him  at  Camargo.  Mexico,  by  J.  and  J.  M.  Sosa.— (See  deposition 
No.  47.) 

Ramon  Garcia  testified  that  stolen  Texan  cattle  were  delivered  to  General  Cortina  at 
Estorito  rancho,  on  the  Mexican  side,  in  187*2. — (See  deposition  No.  48.) 

Jacinto  Hernandez,  on  January  15,  1872,  near  Arroyo  Colorado,  in  Texas,  met  five  armed 
Mexicans,  and  following  them  thirty,  driving  four  hundred  stolen  Texan  cattle  toward 
Mexico.--(See  deposition  No.  53.) 

Francisco  Rodriguez  met,  on  March  20,  1872,  between  Cotillo  and  Santa  Boss  ranches, 
six  Mexican  soldiers,  who  detained  him,  although  be  was  on  the  Texan  side.  The  same 
day  a  large  herd  of  stolen  cattle  was  driven  over  to  Mexico. — (See  deposition  No.  56.) 

Francisco  Munguia  saw,  in  the  spring  of  1872,  five  hundred  stolen  Texan  cattle  crossed  by 
seven  armed  Mexicans  into  Mexico,  between  Cotillo  and  Santa  Rosa  ranches. — (See  deposi- 
tion No.  57. ) 

Francisco  Munguia  saw  one  hundred  sto'en  Texan  cattle  crossed  into  Mexico  by  six 
armed  Mexicans  at  a  point  six  miles  southeast  of  Santa  Kosa  ranch. — (See  deposition  No.  57.) 

Francisco  Munguia  saw  three  hundred  stolen  Texan  cattle  crossed  into  Mexico,  between 
Cotillo  and  Santa  Rosa  ranchos,  by  a  band  of  Mexican  cattle-thieves  under  Captain  Trini- 
dad Gonzales,  Mexican  army. — (See  deposition  No.  57.) 

Peter  Champion,  at  Floridas  rancho,  on  March  4,  1872,  found  the  roads  picketed  by  Mex- 
ican cattle- thieves,  skirmishers  thrown  out,  and  was  captured  and  detained  until  the  stolen 
cattle  were  crossed.  Senor  Montalba  and  others  were  also  captured.  Large  numbers  of 
Mexican  soldiers  were  engaged  in  this  affair. — (See  deposition  No.  71.) 

John  Fitch  saw,  in  April,  1872,  armed  Mexican  cattle- thieves  gather  a  herd  of  stolen  Texan 
cattle  in  the  Nueces  stock-range,  near  Candelario  ranch,  eighty  miles  from  the  river. — (See 
deposition  No.  82.) 

Pedro  Wallace  de  Dougherty  saw,  in  May,  1872,  at  La  Canela  ranch,  in  Mexico  (belonging 
to  General  John  N.  Cortina),  large  numbers  of  cattle  evidently  stolen  from  Texas. — {See 
deposition  No.  111.) 

Victor  Morel  recaptured  from  armed  Mexican  cattle- thieves  a  herd  of  thirty  to  fifty  cattle, 
between  two  and  three  miles  from  Rio  Grande  City,  in  Texas.  The  thieves  belonged  to 
Cortina*8  command,  and  were  sent  by  him. — (See  deposition  No.  157.) 

Pedro  Vela  recaptured  fifty  head  of  stolen  Texan  cattle,  at  Los  Mazueyes  rancho,  from 
Mexican  cattle-thieves,  in  May,  1872.  The  cattle  were  then  taken  to  Edinburgh,  and  sold 
for  the  benefit  of  the  owners.— -(See  deposition  No.  159.) 

Pedro  Vela  recaptured,  from  Mexican  cattle-thieves,  twenty-seven  head  of  cattle,  at  a 
point  near  Soldado  rancho,  in  Texas. — (See  deposition  No.  159.) 
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EVIDENCE  BEARING  NO  DATE. 

WUliam  Burkes  lieutenant  of  State  police,  has  seen  stolen  Lerds  of  cattle  crossed  into 
Mexico,  oflen,  at  Prietas  rancb,  three  miles  below  Brownsville.  On  one  occasion  be  gave 
the  fUMues  of  the  thieves  to  the  Mexican  authorities,  who  did  not  punish  the  offenders.  He 
went  to  General  J.  N.  Cortina  personally.  The  general  promised  to  punish  the  thieves,  but 
did  not,  save  in  the  case  of  one  man,  against  whom  he  had  a  personal  grudge. — (See  depo* 
sition  No.  4.) 

fVilliam  Burke^  lieutenant  of  State  police,  testifies  that  the  Mexican  cattle-thieves,  when 
raiding  into  Texas,  are  well  armed  and  prepared  to  fight. — (See  deposition  No.  4.) 

R'Uliam  Burke^  lieutenant  of  Stale  police,,  followed  into  Mexico  a  herd  of  stolen  Texan 
cattle,  which  were  driven  across  and  sold  at  the  town  of  Mler.  He  dared  not,  for  his  life, 
interfere. — (See  deposition  No.  4.) 

Francisco  Martinez  testifies  that  one  J.  M.  Martinez,  a  Mexican  cattle-thief,  stocked,  bj 
plunder  from  Texas,  a  ranch  near  Matamoros  with  over  one  thousand  stolen  cattle.  After 
the  killing  of  the  said  Martinez,  some  of  the  cattle  were  recovered.— (See  deposition  No.  5.) 

Albert  Dtan^  inspector  United  States  customs,  testifies  that  cattle  are*  stolen  and  croosed 
continually  from  lexas  to  Mexico,  these  cattle  being  sold  for  from  $2  to  $7,  in  Mexico ;  has 
seen  stolen  cattle  crossed  six  or  seven  times  at  Los  Cuevas  ranch. — (See  deposition  No.  6.) 

Juan  Sanchez  testifies  that  cattle  are  sold  for  from  $2  to  |5  each  on  the  Mexican  bank  of 
the  Rio  Grande.— (See  deposition  No.  7.) 

Justo  Lopez  has  seen  stolen  cattle  crossed  into  Mexico  from  Texas,  by  thieves,  weekly, 
since  1865. — (See  deposition  No.  12.) 

Marcos  Sanchez  has  seen  droves  of  Texan  cattle  crossed  into  Mexico,  by  thieves,  frequently ; 
these  herds  from  four  to  five  hundred  in  number. — (See  deposition  No.  13.) 

Severiano  Hinqjosa  has  seen  stolen  cattle  crossed  by  thieves  into  Mexico ;  frequently  two 
hundred  in  a  herd. — (See  deposition  No.  14.) 

W,  D.  Thomas  saw  a  captain  in  the  Mexican  army  driving  along  a  road  on  the  Mexican 
side  of  the  river  a  herd  of  four  hundred  stolen  cattle.  The  captain  said:  **  The  *  gringos* 
are  raising  cows  for  me.*'  Cattle  are  worth  $4  a  head  on  the  Mexican  side. — (See  deposi- 
tion No.  16.) 

Jgnacio  Garcia^  for  several  years  paat*  has  heard,  at  Calaboeo  ranch,  near  the  river,  of 
cattle  being  crossed  at  night  over  to  Mexico.  The  armed  thieves,  coming  from  Mexico,  raid 
sometimes  a  hundred  miles  into  Texas.  Cattle  are  worth  |3  a  head  on  the  Mexican  side  of 
the  river. — (See  deposition  No.  17.) 

Thaddeus  M.  Rhodes^  justice  of  the  peace,  testifies  that  Rafael  Hinojosa  and  J.  M.  Aldape 
were  notorious  cattle-thieves,  raiding  from  Mexico. — (See  deposition  i^o.  21.) 

AJsxander  Wierhiski  testifies  that  eight  hundred  cattle,  stolen  from  Texas,  were  sold  by 
the  Mexican  cattle-thieves  at  Ceralso  or  Aguas  Ne^as  for  $1 .50  a  head.  He  has  gone  twenty 
times  to  the  city  of  Matamoros,  Mexico,  to  seek  for  his  own  cattle,  it  being  publicly  known 
that  on  these  occasions  stolen  herds  from  Texas  bad  been  brought  in ;  found  the  rumors 
verified.  No  legitimate  beef  trade  can  be  carried  on  in  Northern  Mexico.  In  Monterey  (by 
reason  of  the  supply  of  stolen  Texas  cattle)  beef  is  cheaper  than  at  Matamoros.  The  long 
Mexican  local  wars  have  almost  exhausted  their  own  herds,  but  the  current  price  of  beef  is 
much  less  than  in  Texas.— (See  deposition  No.25.)- 

Ahhato  Longoria  testifies  that  cattle  are  worth  two  to  five  dollars  a  head  on  the  Mexican 
side. — (See  deposition  No.  30.) 

Antonio  Ttgerina  testifies  that  the  stealing  of  Texan  cattle  by  Mexicans  existed  in  1665, 
continued  in  1866,  augmented  till  1868,  and  since  then  continues  very  grievous.  In  1870, 
*7],  *72,  he  has  seen  many  stolen  herds  from  Texas  on  the  Mexican  side.  On  onA  occasion 
he  followed  fifteen  or  sixteen  armed  Mexican  cattle-thieves,  who  were  driving  off  four  hun- 
dred cattle  to  Las  Cuevas  ranch,  where  they  crossed  them  into  Mexico. — (See  deposition 
No.  31.) 

Angel  Aguirre  saw  at  Mesquitito  ranch,  in  Mexico,  some  cattle  out  of  a  herd  of  two  or 
three linndred  which  had  been  stolen  and  successfully  crossed. — (See  deposition  No.  34.) 

Hetiry  Simeon  testifies  that  cattle  are  worth  six  to  seven  dollars  each  on  the  Mexican 
side. — (See  deposition  No.  36.) 

Apollinario  Hernandez  saw  the  Holguines  brothers  (notorious  Mexican  cattle- thieves) 
cross  100  stolen  cattle  at  Mogotes  ranch,  the  stock  being  sold  to  Don  Dyonisio  Cardenas 
(now  alcalde  at  Matamoros),  for  $2.50  a  head.  Witness  gives  the  following  names  of  noto- 
rious cattle-thieves :  Antonio  Blauffel,  Captain  Sabas  Garcia  (Mexican  army),  Seffundo 
Garza,  Juan  Garcia,  Holguine8.Brothers  (Andres  and  Esmeringildo),  one  Jurado  (now  dead), 
one  Librado,  Lugo  or  Lubo  Brothers  (now  dead),  Perales  Brothers  (Sylverio  and  Pedro), 
and  Francisco  Villareal.  All  the  above-named  thieves  operated  across  the  river-line  be- 
tween the  Bolsa  ranch  and  Brownsville,  say  sixty  miles. — (See  deposition  No.  38.) 

Elder  B,  Barton  saw  fifteen  or  twentv  armed  Mexican  cattle-thieves  driving  off  two  hun- 
dred cattle  at  Olivas,  over  one  hundred  miles  within  Texan  line. — (See  deposition  No.  42.) 

Gregorie  Villareal  saw  (he  being  a  soldier  in  the  Mexican  army)  cattle  being  crossed  by 
thieves  from  Texas  into  Mexico.  He  has  helped  to  drive  herds  of  these  cattle  to  Palito 
Blanco  (a  ranch  of  General  J.  N.  Cortina) ;  also,  has  seen  these  stolen  herds  sold  to  butchera 
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on  the  Mexican  side.  Gen.  J.  N.  Cortina,  in  marchinf^  his  forces  to  Camargo  and  back  in 
1671  and  1872,  fed  them  on  beef  stolen  from  Texas.  The  following  ranches  on  the  Mexican 
bank  of  the  Rio  Grande  are  notorious  haunts  for  thieves  and  cattle-stealers :  San  Rafael,  Las 
Cuevas,  Potrero  de  San  Rafael,Tapehuaje  rancho,  Rancho  Yillareales,  San  Francisco  rancho, 
Peuitas  rancho,  £1  Esterito,  Anzalveras  rancho,  Los  Jaboncillos,  Rejnosa  Yieja,  £1  Bar- 
rancas, £1  £bano,  El  Chapital,  Los  Pelados,  La  Bolsa,  £1  Palmita,  Solisena  (a  notorious 
den  ;  Nicholas  Solis,  alcalae  of  the  Soliseno  precinct,  at  this  place  levied  a  black-mail  on  all 
stolen  cattle  of  25  cents  a  head  for  the  use  ot  the  corrals  and  yards,  in  which  he  was  pro- 
tected by  Gen.  J.  N.Cortina),  LaPalingana,  Capote,  Potrero,  and  other  ranches.— (See  dep- 
osition No.  47. ) 

Francisco  Munguia  was  chased  by  armed  cattle- thieves  while  on  Texan  soil,  on  July  10, 
1871.  Cattle  are  worth  |1.50  a  head  and  upward  in  the  frontier  borders  of  Mexico.— ^See 
deposition  No.  57.) 

Ramon  Rodriguez^  with  his  companion,  Desiderio  Castaneda,  were  pursued  by  armed  cat- 
tle-thieves, numbering  fifteen,  who  had  crossed  from  Mexico  and  were  on  Texan  soil.  Cat- 
tle are  worth  from  $1.50  upward  in  Mexico.— (See  deposition  No.  58.) 

Nicholas  Champion  testifies  that  many  droves  of  stolen  Texan  cattle  have  been  crossed  by 
Mexican  thieves  over  the  river  at  Floridas  rancho,  armed  Mexicans  coming  to  the  bank  to 
cover  the  crossing  of  the  herds,  and  protect  the  thieves.— (See  deposition  No.  70.) 

Juan  Levrier  saw,  between  1865  and  1871,  stolen  Texan  cattle  crossed  by  armed  bands 
of  Mexicans  at  £1  Arenal  Tranquil,  on  the  river. — (See  deposition  No.  78.) 

John  fitch  has  seen  armed  Mexican  cattle-thieves  on  various  occasions  steal  cattle  from 
the  Texan  ranges. — (See  deposition  No.  82. ) 

Henderson  IVilliams's  sons  are  forced  to  abandon  herdiug  cattle  on  the  ranges  in  Texas, 
belonging  to  them,  on  account  of  the  irruptions  of  cattle- thieves  from  Mexico. — (See  deposi- 
tion No.  139.) 

Vincents  Cavazos  was  threatened  personally  by  Mexican  cattle-thieves  coming  from  the 
river- banks. — (See  deposition  No.  155.) 

Eugenio  Zamora  has  often  met  armed  Mexican  cattle-thieves,  with  bands  of  stolen  Texan 
cattle  in  (heir  possession,  near  Rio  Grande  City,  in  Texas,  and  was  forced  to  fly  for  his  life. — 
(See  deposition  No.  158.) 

Cecelio  Vela  met  near  Rio  Grande  City  armed  Mexican  cattle-thieves,  and  was  forced  to 
fly  for  his  life. — (See  deposition  No.  160.) 

Justo  LopeZf  notified  by  a  friend  of  the  danger,  having  lost  cattle  by  thefts  of  the  armed 
Mexican  banditti,  dares  not  reclaim  them  on  the  Mexican  side. — (See  deposition  No.  164.) 

Bias  Vasquez  repeatedly  saw  armed  catUe-thieves  near  Capita&eno  rancho,  in  Texas. — 
(See  deposition  No.  204.) 

Nicholas  Channo  saw  herds  of  stolen  Texas  cattle  repeatedly  brought  into  Bagdad,  Mexico, 
and  sold  there  by  thieves  while  he  was  a  resident. — (See  deposition  No.  2 J 3.) 

Note.— The  same  cattle,  which,  as  testified  above,  are  valued  and  sold  at  from  tl.50  to 
|7  on  the  Mexican  side,  are  worth  from  |12  to  |15  per  head  on  the  Texan  river-border,  and 
there  is  no  discordance  on  this  point.  The  long-continued  wars  on  the  northern  frontier  of 
Mexico  have  broken  up  the  original  herds  of  breeding-cattle,  and  whereas  cattle  are  sold  for 
an  average  of  $5,  the  testimony  of  all  witnesses  examined  on  this  point  is  confirmed  by  the 
natural  conclusion  that  the  beef  sold  at  these  ruinous  prices  must  be  stolen  from  Texas 
and  is  sold  for  less  than  cost,  as  even  on  the  grassy  Texan  prairies  the  estimated  cost  to  the 
owner  of  a  four-year-old  steer  is  seven  dollars.  (See  Major  Sweet^s  pamphlet,  page  7.) 
The  business  of  cattle-dealing  and  butchering  is  evidentiy  in  Northern  Mexico  based  on  a 
supply  of  stolen  Texan  cattle. 

OPINIONS  (FROM  THE  EVIDENCE)  AS  TO  CATTLE-STKALING. 

Justo  Lopez  gives  his  estimate  (from  observation  and  judgment)  of  the  number  of  stolen 
cattle  crossed  between  the  city  of  Brownsville  and  Point  Isabel,  in  the  last  seven  years,  fix- 
ing the  number  at  60,000. — (See  deposition  No.  12.) 

Marcos  Sanchez  confirms,  in  opinion,  the  above. — (See  deposition  No.  13.) 
Severairo  Hinojosa  gives  the  same  estimate.— (See  deposition  No.  14.) 
Jacinto  Hernandez  is  of  the  same  opinion. — (See  deposition  No.  15.) 
Thaddens  M,  Rhodes,  J.  P.,  estimates  that  in  1868,  1869,  and  1870,  3,000  head  per  month 
of  stolen  cattle  were  crossed  into  Mexico,  by  thieves  coming  from  there,  in  the  fifteen  miles 
of  river-line  above  and  below  EJinburg. — (See  deposition  No.  21.) 

Nicholas  Champion  estimates  that  20,000  head  of  stolen  cattie  have  been  crossed  into 
Mexico  yearly,  in  1871  and  1872,  at  or  near  Floridas  ranch  on  the  Rio  Grande — (See  depo- 
sition No.  70.) 

FACTS  OBSERVED  BY  THE  UNITED  STATES  COMMISSIONERS. 

On  September  6,  1872,  the  steamer  San  Juan,  ascending  the  Rio  Grande  (the  United 
States  commissioners  to  Texas  being  on  board),  passed  Las  Cuevas,  a  notorious  rendexvous 
of  cattle-thieves,  between  7  and  8.30  a.  m.    At  a  bend  of  the  river,  half  a  mile  above  Las 
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Cuevas,  a  herd  of  cattle  was  seen  on  the  Texan  bank  in  the  possession  of  persons  evi- 
dent! j  cattle* thieves.  The  spot  was  not  a  leg^I  crossing-place  (no  cnstoins  officer  being 
present  as  required  by  law).  A  number  of  cattle  were  m  a  corral  by  the  bank,  being 
crossed  over  to  the  Mexican  side.  A  considerable  force  of  Mexicans  was  discovered,  some 
naked  (prepared  to  direct  the  cattle  in  swimming)  and  others  in  possession  of  a  boat  on 
the  river.  Mounted  men  were  also  in  the  corral,  and  examination  with  a  glass  showed  the 
fact  that  some  had  retired  under  cover  of  the  thick  undergrowth.  From  the  appearance  of 
the  banks,  a  large  number  of  cattle  had  been  crossed,  and  from  thirty  to  fifty  were  yet  on 
the  Texan  side.  There  being  no  troops  on  board  the  steamer,  it  was  impossible  to  attempt 
recapture.  This  crossing  was  effected  within  fifteen  miles  of  a  station  of  a  company  of 
mounted  United  States  infantry,  and  under  cover  of  Las  Cunvas  settlement  on  the  Mexican 
Bide. 

An  official  men^orandnm  of  the  fact  was  made  by  the  recorder  of  the  commission,  being 
signed  by  the  president  and  himself. 

Nentor  Maxan,  E.  Dougherty,  and  Miffiin  Kenedy  (all  of  Brownsville,  Cameron  County, 
Texas),  were  witnesses  of  the  entire  occurrence. 

IMPORTATION  OF  HIDES  FROM  MEXICO. 

In  their  efforts  to  get  all  the  data  possible  having  any  bearing  on  the  objects  of  their  mis- 
sion, the  commission  were  not  unmindful  of  the  importance  of  obtaining  the  statistics  of 
the  movements  of  hides  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico.  No  article  enters  into  the 
commerce  of  our  southwestern  frontier  of  more  value  and  commanding  importance  than 
dry  and  wet  hides.  The  handsome  profits  derived  from  the  capital  employed  in  the  illicit 
traffic  which  has  been  carried  on  in  this  species  of  property  by  frontier  merchants  and 
speculators,  has  emboldened  them  in  their  operations  to  an  extent  which  has  been  the  means 
of  furnishing  evidence  corroborative  of  that  taken  before  the  commission,  and  of  such  an 
important  character  as  to  entitle  it,  in  our  judgment,  to  very  great  consideration  at  our 
hands. 

When  hides,  imported  into  this  country  through  the  custom-houses  on  the  frontier  of 
Texas,  are  entered,  they  are  at  once  inspected,  as  to  the  brands  they  bear,  by  inspectors  ap- 
pointed under  the  cattle  and  hide  inspection  laws  of  Texas.  An  examination  of  the  re- 
sults of  these  inspections,  as  put  in  evidence  by  the  record  kept  by  the  cattle  and  hide 
inspector  of  the  district  of  Cameron  County,  Texas,  shows  that  of  the  number  of  hides  en- 
tered at  the  custom-house  at  Brownsville  from  Mexico,  fully  25  per  cent,  bore  the  brands  of 
Texas  stock-raisers,  and  that  at  least  25  per  cent  bore  brands  that  had  evidently  been  al- 
tered or  otherwise  defaced. 

The  evidence  of  all  the  witnesses  examined  before  the  commission  on  this  point,  estab- 
lishes the  fact  that  Texas  cattle  are  never  sold  in  any  numbers,  if  at  all,  to  go  to  Mexico  ; 
and  that  cattle  are  worth  on  an  average  $10  a  head  more  in  Texas  than  they  are  sold  for  in 
the  markets  on  the  northern  frontier  of  Mexico.  In  the  customs  district  of  Brazos  San- 
tiago, comprising  the  Lower  Rio  Grande,  the  records  show  an  entry  of  272,256  hides,  im- 
ported from  Mexico  from  1866  to  1872  :  while  the  records  of  the  district  of  Corpus  Christi, 
the  outlet  of  tho  ports  of  Kio  Grande  City,  Roma,  Carrizo,  and  Laredo,  show  an  entry  of 
158,688  beef-hides  imported  from  Mexico  through  the  above  ports. 

This  documentary  evidence  bears  with  great  weight  on  the  extent  and  character  of  the 
depredations  that  have  been  committed  on  the  people  living  on  the  frontier  of  Western 
Texas,  and  when  taken  in  connection  with  the  fact  that  the  importation  of  hides  from  Mex- 
ico into  the  United  States  throngh  these  frontier  ports  is  but  seldom  done,  save  when  the 
carrying  tonnage  between  Mexican  ports  and  the  commercial  centers  of  the  United  States 
and  Europe  is  insufficient  to  meet  the  demands  of  shippers,  it  bears  impartial  witness  of  the 
extent  and  proportions  of  the  traffic  which  is  carried  on  in  the  hides  of^  animals  stolen  from 
American  owners. 

Where  the  entry  of  hides  imported  from  Mexico  at  one  American  port,  as  in  the  case  of 
Brownsville,  shows  that,  of  the  whole  number  entered,  at  least  25  per  cent,  bore  American 
brands,  and  that  at  least  as  large  a  per  cent,  bore  brands  that  had  been  altered  and  otherwise 
defaced,  and  this  in  the  face  of  the  customs-officers  of  the  United  States  and  the  cattle  and 
hide  inspectors  of  Texas,  it  would  not  be  unreasonable  to  estimate  at  a  much  largfer  per  cent, 
the  hides  bearing  American  brands  which  have  been  exported  from  Mexico  directly  to 
Europe,  New  Orleans,  New  York,  and  other  markets. 

The  commission  was  unable  to  examine  the  records  of  the  cattle  and  hide  inspection  dis- 
trict of  Nueces  County,  and  consequently  are  unable  to  report  the  per  cent,  of  the  whole 
number  of  beef-hides  imported  from  Mexico,  through  the  custom-house  at  Corpus  Christi, 
which  bore  American  brands.  The  cattle  and  hide  mspection  law  of  Texas  has  been  in  op- 
eration but  little  over  a  year,  and  owing  to  defects  in  it  which  prevented  the  recovery  of 
stolen  cattle  and  the  seizing  ot  stolen  hides,  powers  of  attorney  being  required,  and  the  dis- 
tance being  so  great  between  the  ranches,  scattered  here  and  there  over  a  frontier  several 
hundred  miles  in  length,  this  law,  as  a  means  for  suppressing  crime  and  detecting  the  thieves 
that  infest  the  Rio  Grande  frontier,  has,  in  a  measure,  been  barren  of  results.     It  has  not 
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unfrequently  occurred  that  men  charged  with  the  duty  of  enforciug  this  law  have  given  false 
inspection-certificates,  and  assisted,  in  every  waj  in  their  power,  men  notoriously  kdowd  to 
he  engaged  in  buying  and  selling  stolen  hides.  In  one  instance,  coming  under  the  obserra- 
tion  of  the  commission,  certificates  were  issued  by  an  inspector,  dated  at  Brownsville,  certi- 
fying that  inspections,  actually  made  by  him  in  Matamoros,  Mexico,  were  made  in  the  cat- 
tle and  hide  inspection  district  of  Cameron  County,  Texas. 

In  this  case  toe  testimony  shows  that  the  inspector  has  not  only  been  known  to  issue  his 
certificates  in  Mexico,  in  order  that  the  hides  might  not  be  exposed  for  inspection  on  being 
entered  at  the  American  custom-house,  but  has  actually,  in  cases  where  wet  hides  were  to 
be  inspected,  rolled  two  and  three  together  and  passed  them  as  one,  without  inspection.  The 
presumption  of  fraud  on  the  part  ot  this  American  officer,  in  this  case,  was  so  g^at  as  to 
cause  his  indictment  in  the  courts  of  Texas,  where  merchants  and  dealers  in  this  property 
buy  hides,  one  by  one,  from  thieves  who  kill  cattle  for  the  skins  only,  and  influence  the 
inspecting  officer,  by  bribing  him,  to  pass  the  stolen  property  through  his  district.  The  only 
remedy  suggesting  itself  is  more  rigid  laws  and  the  appointment  of  honest  men  to  enforce 
them.  An  examination,  herein  referred  to,  of  one  lot  of  stolen  hides,  seized  under  a  search- 
warrant,  shows  that  the  brands  of  fifty  different  American  stock-raisers,  scattered  over  sev- 
eral hundred  miles  of  territory,  are  represented. 

The  following  extracts  from  the  testimony  taken  before  the  commission  will  more  fully 
exhibit  the  extent  of  the  depredations  of  this  class.  Particular  attention  is  called  to  docu- 
ments 25,  26,  and  38,  on  file  with  the  commission : 

EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  EVIDENCE. 

Dominick  Lively  has  detected  hides  bearing  his  brand  in  process  of  importation  and  ship- 
ment.— (See  deposition  No.  9.) 

Herman  S.  Rock,  deputy  cattle  and  hide  inspector,  district  of  Cameron  County,  has  de- 
tected stolen  hides  belonging  to  Dominick  Lively  in  course  of  shipment.— (See  deposition 
No.  11.) 

George  W,  Loice^  when  cattle  and  hide  inspector,  observed  the  shipment  of  370  dry  hides 
direct  to  Liverpool,  England,  on  ship  Mary  Douglass,  in  December,  1871.  Many  of  these 
hides  bore  American  brands,  and  witness  believed  them  to  be  stolen. — (See  deposition  No. 
22.) 

Alexander  JVierbiski  has  detected  his  stolen  hides  being  imported  for  shipment. — (See  de- 
position No.  25.) 

Apollinario  Hernandez  found  Qeneral  Jnan  N.  Cortina,  in  August,  1871,  at  Santa  ¥6,  near 
Matamoros,  Mexico,  engaged  in  fraudulently  rebranding  stolen  cattle,  with  a  brand  manu- 
factured to  deface  the  old  marks,  and  which  was  not  his  legally  recorded  personal  brand  — 
[See  deposition  No.  38.) 

Louis  Renaud,  as  deputy  inspector  of  hides  and  cattle,  testified  that  20  per  cent,  of  the 
hides  imported  from  Mexico  are  stolen,  others  purposely  defaced.  The  cattle  and  hide  in- 
spection laws  are  defective  and  need  amendment. — (See  deposition  No.  88.) 

Charles  J.  Murphy^  cattle  and  hide  inspector,  under  the  laws  of  Texas,  from  September, 
1871,  to  July,  1872,  has  seen  stolen  hides  (the  property  of  Captain  Richard  King,  ot  Rancho 
Santa  Gertrudes,  Nueces  County,  Texas)  being  imported  from  Matamoros.  He  had  no 
power  to  open  the  hides,  which  were  rolled  up.  The  deputies  of  witness  seized  a  lot  of 
stolen  hides  (in  process  of  importation)  on  February  20,  1872.  Robert  Kingsbury,  justice 
of  the  peace,  at  Brownsville,  tnrough  his  deputy,  H.  S.  Hock,  inspected  hides  at  Matamoros, 
Mexico,  under  the  laws  ot  the  State  of  Texas,  and  gave  certificates  of  inspection  (from  his 
office),  under  which  they  were  shipped. 

On  November  26,  1871,  at  Matamoros,  Mexico,  H.  S.  Rock  (deputy  of  Robert  Kings- 
bury) again  inspected  hides  at  Matamoros,  Mexico,  and  they  were  shipped  under  certificate 
from  Brownsville. 

Milmo  &  Co..  and  H.  E.  Woodhouse  &  Co.,  of  Matamoros,  Mexico,  were  the  shippers. 
The  witness  endeavored  to  seize  the  above  lot  of  hides,  and  was  prevented.  He  was  not  al- 
lowed to  examine  them  ;  was  prevented  by  the  certificate  given  as  above  described.  An  in- 
dictment was  presented  in  a  court  of  Texas  for  this  offense. — (See  deposition  No.  117.) 

Herman  8,  Rock^  deputy  inspector  of  hides  and  cattle  for  the  district  of  Cameron  County, 
Texas,  admitted  in  his  testimony  the  inspections  referred  to  above. — (See  deposition  No. 
124.) 

Note. — The  detailed  evidence  of  H.  S.  Rock  shows  that  the  hides  imported  from  Mexicx), 
which  passed  under  his  official  scrutiny,  and  as  noted  in  his  records,  bear  brands  represent- 
ing nearly  every  stock-raiser  in  Western  Texas. 

f'rom  August  15,  1871,  to  the  date  of  his  testimouy  (August  29,  1872),  Deputy  Inspec- 
tor Rock  has  seized  forty-two  stolen  hides  and  recorded  as  stolen  (he  having  no  power  to 
seize  them)  four  hundred  and  forty-eight  hides,  which  were  imported  from  time  to  time, 
mostly  shipped  by  Milmo  &  Co.  and  H.  £.  Woodhouse  Sl  Co.,  of  Matamoros,  Mexicu. 
These  hides  bear  the  brands  of  fifty  different  stock-raisers  of  Western  Texas ;  the  largest 
number  belonged  to  Richard  King,  of  Rancho  Santa  Gertrudes,  Nueces  County. 

yalentint  J.  Clarke  acting  for  the  stock-raisers*  association  of  Western  Texas,  seized,    on 
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Auf^st  23,  1872,  as  stoleu  property,  under  a  search-warrant,  an  invoice  of  hides  shipped  by 
J.  G.  Kelsey,  of  Rio  Grande  City,  to  Brasos  Santiago,  in  possession  then  of  the  Rio  Grande 
Transportation  Company.  There  were  ],045  hides  in  tne  invoice ;  204  of  these  were  dis- 
tinctly recognized  and  seized  as  stolen,  and  about  50  were  recognized  as  stolen  which  the 
agent  was  not  empowered  to  seize.    The   particulars  ai*e  fUlIy  detailed  in  the  evidence  of 

witness. — (See  deposition  No.  127.) 

•  «•  •  •  •  •  • 

CONDUCT  OF  THE  MKXICAM  AUTHORITIES. 

That  the  local  authorities  of  Northern  Mexico  (civil  and  military)  have  been  aware  for 
years  past  that  lawless  expeditions  were  being  constantly  set  on  foot  in  their  midst  to  invade 
American  territory  for  plunder  and  the  commission  of  crime,  the  evidence  taken  before  the 
commission  fully  establishes. 

The  military  authorities,  it  will  be  seen,  have  not  only  tolerated  this  system  of  plunder,  so 
long  carried  on  by  Mexican  citizens  on  the  property  and  interests  of  citizens  of  Texas,  but 
have  encouraged  the  thieves  by  using  the  Mexicap  army  to  assist  in  getting  the  stolen  prop- 
erty on  Mexican  soil  and  sharing  in  the  proceeds.  This  condition  or  afiairs  has  existed  for 
years.  During  the  administration  of  President  Buchanan  these  frontier  complications  and 
outrages  assumed  so  serious  a  character  as  to  induce  the  Secretanr  of  War,  in  I860,  to  issue 
orders  to  Colonel  R.  £.  Lee,  then  commanding  the  Department  of  Texas,  to  notify  the  Mex- 
ican authorities  that  they  would  be  hold  responsible  for  the  enforcement  of  the  laws  against 
these  thieves  and  bandits.  Colonel  Lee  not  only  notified  the  Mexican  officials  on  the  line 
of  the  Bravo  as  instrnqted,  but  also  issued  orders  to  his  subordinates  to  see  that  the  Mexican 
authorities  performed  their  dutv,  and  to  that  end,  if  necessary,  to  cross  into  Mexico. 

Whatever  might  have  been  tfie  temporary  effect  on  the  Mexican  authorities  at  that  time  of 
the  firm  stand  taken  by  the  United  States  in  giving  protection  to  its  citizens  against  these 
Mexican  outlaws,  the  continuance  of  General  Juan  N.  Cortina,  the  protector  of  the  lawless 
bands,  in  the  command  of  the  line  of  the  Bravo  from  J870  to  16^2  goes  to  show,  on  the  part 
of  the  Mexican  authorities,  a  wanton  disregard  of  the  authority  of  this  government  and  of 
the  rights  of  its  citizens.  A  history  of  General  Cortina*s  career  while  in  command  of  the 
army  occupying  the  northern  frontier  of  Mexico,  and  prior  to  that  time,  would  be  in  a  great 
part  but  a  history  of  the  wrong  and  outrages  which  have  been  committed  with  impunity  for 
years  past  on  the  residents  of  our  southwestern  frontier. 

The  civil  administration  of  officers  on  the  northern  frontier  of  the  republic  of  Mexico,  with 
an  exception  or  two,  has  been  conducted  almost  wholly  in  the  interest  of  the  demoralised  and 
lawless  population  living  on  that  frontier,  to  which  may  be  added  the  odium  of  its  complete 
subserviency  to  a  military  regime  having  probably  no  parallel  in  the  history  of  the  ai^  for 
its  utter  disregard  of  human  life  and  high-nanded  exercise  of  power.  In  cases  brought  be- 
fore these  officials  by  citizens  of  the  United  States  for  the  recovery  of  stolen  property,  they 
have  invariably  defeated  the  ends  of  justice,  either  by  a  technical  construction  of  the  law,  or 

by  confessing  their  unwillingness  or  inability  to  grant  relief. 

»  #♦  *  •  «  • 

CONCLUSION. 

In  submitting  a  report  of  their  investigations  into  the  alleged  outrages  committed  on  the 
persons  and  property  of  the  citizens  of  Texas  by  armed  bauds  of  Mexicans  and  Indians, 
which  is  necessarily  ex  parte  in  its  character,  the  commissioners  are  thoroughly  impressed 
with  its  shortcomings  in  fully  graspine  the  serious  complications  which  have  disturbed  the 
peace  and  quiet  of  our  southwestern  oorder  for  so  many  years  past.  Extending  back  for 
twenty  years  and  over  a  superficies  exceeding  one-half  of  the  entire  area  of  territory  in  the 
State  of* Texas,  these  frontier  troubles  are  traceable  directly  to  an  unwise  system  of  legisla- 
tion regulating  the  commerce  of  the  right  bank  of  the  Rio  Bravo,  which  has  made  that  front- 
ier a  rendezvous  for  the  lawless,  and  a  base  of  operations  for  an  illicit  traffic  with  the  inte- 
rior of  Mexico  and  the  United  States,  detrimental  alike  to  the  commercial  prosperity  of  the 
two  governments,  and  to  the  unorganized  condition  of  society  on  the  two  banks  of  the  Rio 
Grande,  its  natural  sequence. 

The  great  difficulty  experienced  in  dealing  with  the  disorders  incident  to  this  frontier  is 
fully  explained  in  the  mistaken  policy  heretofore  pursued  in  attempting  to  deal  rather  with 
the  effect  than  the  cauw.  To  the  absence  of  wholesome  laws  and  honest  agents  to  execute 
them  may  be  traced  the  cause  of  these  frontier  feuds,  while  their  effect  is  seen  in  a  demoral- 
ized and  unorganized  condition  of  society,  and  the  insecurity  of  life  and  property.  That  the 
civil  authorities  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Rio  Bravo  have  been  powerless  to  enforce  their 
police  regulations  and  to  suppress  the  lawless  bands  that  have  operated  from  that  frontier 
on  the  lives  and  property  of  tne  citizens  of  Texas  is  notoriously  true,  and,  in  the  judgment 
of  the  commission,  this  condition  of  affairs  on  our  southwestern  border  has  assumed  such  a 
serious  character  as  to  merit  consideration  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  adopting  such  measures  as  will  protect  its  territory  from  the  incursions  of  hostile 
expeditions  coming  from  a  neighboring  power  unable  to  enforce  law  and  suppress  violence 
within  its  own  borders.  •  »  •  *  • 
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On  the  17th  of  March,  1858,  a  decree  was  issued  by  the  sapreme  f^ovemmeDt  of  Mexico 
establishiD^  a  **  free  zone,'*  its  £rst  article  providing  that  *'  all  foreign  merchandise  intended 
for  consunnption  in  the  city  of  Matamoroa  and  the  other  towns  upon  the  bank  of  the  Rio  BraTo, 
Rejtiosa,  Cfamargo,  Mier,  Guerrero,  and  Monterey  Laredo,  and  the  reciprocal  commerce  of 
these  towns,  shall  be  free  from  all  imposts,  except  the  municipal  and  those  collected  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  the  state.**  From  the  text  of  the  first  article  of  this  decree  it  will  be  seen 
that  a  free  zone  six  miles  in  width,  and  extending  along  the  entire  northern  frontier  of  the 
State  of  Tamaulipas,  is  established,  into  which  ffo<M8  can  be  imported  from  foreign  countries 
free  of  duty.  Tne  right  of  the  Oovemment  of  Mexico  to  regulate  its  commerce  to  meet  the 
necessities  of  its  treasury  cannot  be  questioned,  unless  this  right  is  exercised  in  direct  conflict 
with  its  treaty  stipulations  with,  and  the  reace  and  good  order  of,  a  neighboring  power.  To 
what  extent  the  decree  of  ]858,  issued  by  the  supreme  government  of  Mexico^  comes  in 
conflict  with  the  treaties  now  existing  between  the  United  States  and  that  power,  and  its  ob- 
servance tends  to  disturb  the  peace  and  good  order  on  the  right  and  left  banks  of  the  Rio 
Grande,  is  a  question  calling  for  the  most  serious  consideration  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States.  The  Constitution  and  laws  in  force  in  this  country  and  Mexico, 
at  the  time  of  the  ratification  of  the  existinj^  treaties  between  the  two  governments,  formed 
the  basis  of  the  rule  of  intercourse  between  the  two  countries.  The  constitution  of  the  Re- 
public of  Mexico,  at  the  time  this  decree  was  issued,  as  well  as  at  the  present  time,  prohib- 
ited the  granting  of  **  privileges  **  to  one  State  of  the  union  not  enjoyed  by  all  the  States 
alike.  That  the  *'  free  zone  "  g^nts  privileges  to  the  inhabitants  ot  the  northern  frontier  of 
Mexico  not  enjoyed  by  the  people  of  any  other  part  of  that  republic,  cannot  be  controverted. 
That  this  '*  nrivilege  is  granted  so  as  to  establish  a  depot  for  smuggling  on  our  immediate 
borders,  and  is  given  to  no  other  section  of  that  country,  is  equally  true.  In  violation  of 
the  spirit,  if  not  the  letter,  of  the  existing  treaties  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico, 
and  m  its  operations  inducing  smugglers,  adventurers,  and  thieves  to  flock  to  the  right  bank 
of  tile  Rio  Bravo,  from  whence  they  depredate  on  our  exposed  frontier,  under  the  protection 
of  the  Mexican  civil  and  military  authorities,  this  decree,  in  its  effect  on  the  commerce  and 
peace  of  the  frontier,  merits,  in  the  judgment  of  the  commission,  the  earnest  and  serious 
consideration  of  this  government.  To  such  an  extent  did  this  decree  encourage  smuggling 
and  lawlessness,  that  eminent  Mexican  authority,  atone  time,  estimated  the  floating  popula- 
tion in  the  city  of  Matamoros  at  over  forty  thousand  ;  and  so  bold  were  these  outlaws  in 
their  operations,  that  within  two  years  after  the  decree  establishing  this  *'free  zone"  was 
issued,  they,  to  the  number  of  three  or  four  hundred,  under  the  leadership  of  General  Juan  N. 
Cortina,  crossed  from  Mexico  into  Texas,  attacked  the  city  of  Brownsville,  murdered  several 
citizens,  engaged  the  United  States  troops  between  that  city  and  Ringgold  Barracks,  plun- 
dered the  country  through  which  they  passed,  and  retired  into  Mexico. 

For  the  better  protection  of  our  frontier  against  these  bands  of  outlaws,  until  measures  can 
be  adopted  by  the  United  States  to  prevent  their  recurrence  in  the  future,  the  commission 
recommend  the  employment  of  a  sufficient  force  of  cavalry  to  enforce  law  and  protect  life  and 
property  on  the  Rio  Grande.  And  should  the  best  interests  of  the  country  make  it  inexpedient 
to  weaken  the  posts  now  garrisoned  by  this  class  of  troops,  it  is  recommended  that  a  regiment 
of  volunteers  be  raised,  on  the  western  fontier  of  Texas,  for  its  protection,  to  be  officered  by  offi- 
cers of  the  Regular  Army  of  the  United  States,  detailed  for  the  purpose,  and  to  be  used  under 
the  direction  of  the  commanding  general  of  the  Department  of  TexHS.  The  strict  discipline  of 
the  Regular  Army  would,  in  our  judgment,  restrain  the  very  natural  tendency  of  volunteers  to 
avenge  indiscriminately  individual  wrongs.  The  commission,  in  making  up  their  report, 
have  taken  erum  grano  salis  many  of  the  representations  and  much  of  the  testimony  given  by 
persons  residing  on  this  frontier,  mindful  ot  the  long- established  friendship  existing  between 
the  United  States  and  the  sieter  republic  of  Mexico  ;  and  that  since  the  standard  of  Castile, 
after  an  ascendency  of  three  hundred  years,  disappeared  forever  from  the  continent,  the  Re- 
public of  Mexico  has  been  rent  with  civil  commution,  conspiracies,  and  insurrections.  ,The 
commissioners  have  endeavored  to  point  out  with  impartiality,  in  connection  with  the  conduct 
of  that  government,  the  prime  causes  of  these  frontier  complications,  which,  in  their  opinion, 
are  ingrafted  in  the  long-established  frontier  policy,  and  have  been  enforced  by  the  army  of 
that  republic. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

THOMAS  P.  ROBE, 
F.  J.  MEAD, 
RICHARD  H.  SAVAGE, 
United  Slates  Commissioners  to  Texas. 

Hon.  Hamilton  Fi«if, 

Hitcrttary  of  State. 
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Mr,  Fitih  to  Mr,  NtUon, 

(Foreign  Relations,  lvS73,  p.  645.) 

Department  op  State, 

WoBhingUm^  January  22, 1673. 

Sir  :  I  transmit  for  yoar  information  a  copy  of  a  commauication,  of  the  17th  tnstant, 
addressed  to  this  department  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  relative  to  a  recent  raid  into 
Texas  by  cattle-thieTes  from  Mexioo.  Yon  will  take  occasion  to  mention  the  subject 
to  the  minister  for  foreign  affiurs,  and  to  point  oat  the  expediency,  on  the  part  of  the 
Mexican  authorities,  of  endeavoring  to  check  snch  depredations.  If  this  should  not 
soon  be  done,  the  exasperation  of  the  immediate  snfferers  will  inevitably  extend  to  the 
rest  of  their  countrymen,  and  retaliation  will  be  demanded  in  a  tone  which  it  may  be 
diflBcult  to  resist. 
I  am,  Ac, 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


Mr,  Nelson  to  Mr,  F'uh, 

(Foreign  Relations,  1873,  p.  661.) 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

MexioOf  March  15, 1873. 

Sir  :  Under  date  of  the  3d  instant,  I  directed  a  note  to  the  minister  of  foreUm  affairs, 
inclosing  copies  of  several  commnnications  transmitted  by  the  Secretary  of  War  of  the 
United  States  to  the  Department  of  State,  concerning  recent  depredations  committed 
by  persons  residing  in  Mexico  upon  the  property  of  citizens  of  the  State  of  Texas.  I 
pointed  out  the  serious  consequences  that  would  inevitably  follow  if  the  Mexican 
aothorities  did  not  at  once  check  these  outrages,  and  invoked  prompt  and  energetic 
action  in  the  premises. 
I  have,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


Mr,  Xelson  to  Mr,  La/ragua, 

United  States  Legation, 

Mexico,  March  3,  1873. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  copies  of  several  communications  trans- 
mitted by  the  Secretary  of  War  of  the  United  States  to  the  Department  of  State,  con- 
cerning recent  depredations  committed  by  persons  residing  in  Mexico  appn  the  prop- 
erty of  citizens  of  the  State  of  Texas.  The  state  of  feeling  on  the  Texas  border 
caused  by  these  depredations  is  conclusively  shown,  as  well  as  the  absolute  necessity 
on  the  part  of  the  Mexican  authorities  to  endeavor  to  check  such  outrages.  If  this 
should  not  soon  be  done,  exasperation  of  the  immediate  sufferers  will  inevitably  ex- 
tend to  the  rest  of  their  countrymen,  and  may  lead  to  serious  complications. 

I  beg  to  commend  this  subject  to  the  special  consideration  of  your  excellency,  and  to 
invoke  prompt  and  energetic  action  in  the  premises. 
I  remain,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 
His  Excellency  Jos£  Maria  Lafraoua,        « 
Minisftr  of  Foreign  JffairSt  Mexico, 


Mr.  NeUon  to  Mr,  Fish, 

(Foreign  Relations,  1873,  p.  666.) 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  April  25,  1873. 

Sir  :  4  inclose  herewith  a  translation  of  a  note  from  Mr.  Lafragua,  dated  the  12th 
instant,  with  which  he  transmits  a  communication  from  the  Mexican  war  department, 
of  the  9th  instant,  stating  that  orders  have  been  issued  by  that  department  for  watch- 
ing and  pursuing  cattle- thieves  on  the  Texan  frontier. 
I  have,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 
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I  Translation.  I 

Mr.  Lafragua  to  Mr,  Nelson, 

Dbpartbiknt  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

MejDioOy  AprU  12, 1973. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  incloae  a  copy  of  a  eomniiinioation  addreased  me  by  the 
war  department  in  reply  to  one  which  I  nad  sent  to  that  department  eaneemiag  the 
complaints  of  oattle-stealing  in  Texas  made  in  a  note  from  yonr  ezoeUeoey. 

I  renew  to  yonr  excellency  the  asanrance  of  my  attentive  consideration. 

J.  M.  ULFRAGUA. 


[TranalatioD.] 
Mr.  Mtjia  to  Mr.  Lafrttgna, 

MiNisnsR  OF  War  and  BiIarinb, 

Mexico,  April  9,  1873. 

Citizen  Minister  of  Forrion  Affairs,  present : 

In  reply  to  yonr  commnnloation,  dated  the  5th  instant,  in  which  yon  were  pleased 
to  inclose  a  oopy  of  the  note  and  docaments  which  Mr.  Nelson,  minister  of  the  United 
States,  addressed  to  yonr  departmeat  concerning  a  oomplsint  of  oatUe-stealiiig  oom- 
mitted  in  Texas  by  malefactors  allared  to  be  Mexicans,  I  have  tiie  honor  to  state  that 
this  ministry  has  already  issoed  orders,  in  so  far  as  appertains  to  it,  for  watching  and 
porsning  the  thieves  in  question. 

Independeaoe  and  liberty. 

MBJIA. 


Extracts  from  the  second  report  of  the  United  States  commissioners  for  inquiring  into  the 
depredations  committed  on  the  Texas  frontier,  appointed  under  joint  resolution  of  Con- 
gress approved  May  7,  1872. 

(H.  Ex.  Doc.  257,  Forty-third  Congress,  first  session,  p.  1.) 

Washinoton,  D.  C,  June  30, 187.3. 

Sis:  The  UnitM  States  oommissiooeis  to  Texas,  appointsd  nnder  joint  resolation  of 
the  Senate  aod  Hoase  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled, 
approved  by  the  President  on  May  7, 1872,  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
report: 

The  preliminary  report  of  the  commission  era  was  submitted  to  yon  on  December 
10, 1872. 

The  appropriation  for  the  support  of  the  commission  having  been  exhansted  on 
October  10, 1872,  it  was  necessary  to  await  in  Washington  the  provision  of  foods  by 
Congress  for  a  further  prosecution  of  the  duties  assigned  by  the  aot  of  May  7,  1872, 
creating  the  commission.  On  January  11, 1873,  the  commissioners  received  yonr  orders 
for  defMirture,  the  appropriation  bill  having  been  signed,  and  the  vacancy  caused  by 
the  resignation  of  Commissioner  Fabius  I.  Mead,  (»  Mississippi,  being  filled  by  the 
appointment  of  Thomas  O.  Osbom,  of  Illinois,  as  commissioner. 

On  January  25, 1873,  the  commissioners  assembled  at  New  Orleans,  La.,  being  joined 
there  by  Secretary  John  H.  Howe,  who  presented  his  credentials  and  reported  for 
duty. 

After  a  tedious  delay,  due  to  stohns  and  the  irregular  communication  with  the  Rio 
Grande,  the  commissionem  having  arrived  at  Brownsville,  Tex.,  resumed  their  sessions 
at  that  point  on  February  6. 

Mr.  Anacleto  Ximenez  having  received  the  appointment  of  translator,  reported  for 
dutv. 

The  sessions  held  at  Brownsville  closed  on  February  25,  and  on  February  26  the 
commissioners  left  that  place,  arriving,  on  April  19,  at  San  Antonio,  having,  in  the 
winter  season,  and  notwithstanding  the  delays  due  to  the  epizootic,  thoroughly  exam- 
ined the  Rio  Grande  Valley,  from  the  mouth  of  the  river  to  Fort  Clark.  Toe  route  of 
travel  was  as  follows :  Brownsville  to  Ringgold  Barracks ;  thence  to  Corpus  Christi, 
on  Corpus  Christi  Bay,  from  which  place  the  commissioners  moved  to  Laredo.  Eagle 
Pass  was  the  next  halting-place ;  Fort  Clark  the  next ;  and,  via  Uvalde,  San  Antonio 
was  reached. 
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By  the  inovementB  referred  to  the  soenes  of  the  alleged  outrages  on  the  Rio  Grande 
were  personally  visited  from  the  river-banks  to  the  interrior  limit  of  the  depredation§, 
and  from  the  shores  of  the  Qnlf  to  the  highest  point  on  the  river  where  any  consider- 
able amount  of  property  is  exposed  to  the  marauding  Indian  or  Mexican. 

Exhanstive  sessions  were  held  by  the  commissioners  at  Brownsville,  Ringgold  Bar- 
racks, Corpus  Christi,  Santa  Gertrudes,  San  Diego,  Laredo,  £1  Sauz,  Eagle  Pass, 
Brackettsvllle,  Fort  Clark,  Uvalde,  and  finally  at  San  Antonio,  where  a  closing  session, 
embracing  part  of  April  and  all  the  month  of  May,  completed  the  open  investigations 
of  the  commissioners. 

During  the  travel  and  personal  visit's  of  the  commissioners  every  effort  was  made  to 
inform  the  border  people  of  the  objects  of  the  investigation,  and  by  personal  explana- 
tion and  correspondence  it  was  sought  to  give  the  sufl'erersa  full  opportunity  to  record 
their  alleged  grievances. 

San  Antonio  was  selected  for  the  closing  sessions,  as  it  is  admirably  adapted  by 
position  for  such  a  purpose.  Situated  in  the  center  of  Western  Texas  it  is  the  emporium 
of  the  trade  of  the  Middle  and  Upper  Rio  Grande,  and  the  distances  to  all  tbe  important 
river-towns  do  not  vary  much.  Many  witnesses  were  enabled  to  reach  tbe  commission 
by  this  arrangement  who  could  not  have  otherwise  done  so.      , 

Expense  and  safety  of  travel  are  important  considerations  to  a  scattered  population 
on  a  frontier,  and  the  commissioners  feel  that  they  have  made  every  effort  to  secure  a 
full  and  fair  representation  of  the  alleged  outrages  by  giving  every  one  interesteil  an 
opportunity  to  present  evidence.  It  is  believed  that  tbe  evidence  and  records  in  tbe 
possession  of  the  commissioners  do  not  leave  unknown  any  of  the  causes  which  have 
brought  about  the  present  condition  of  peril  to  life  and  property  in  Western  Texas. 

The  most  thorough  proofs  have  been  obtained  as  to  tne  cattle-stealing  raids,  with  a 
full  record  of  the  deeds  of  such  predatory  bands  of  Mexican  Indians  as  tbe  Kickapoos, 
Lipans,  Mescaleros,  and  others,  together  with  valuable  general  testimony  as  to  the 
operations  of  nomadic  Indians  upon  the  northern  and  northwestern  frontiers  of  Texan. 

Tbe  labors  of  the  commissioners  in  their  sessions  of  1873  consisted  in  the  taking  of 
736  depositions,  which,  with  the  depositions  taken  in  1872,  are  numbered  continuously, 
and  show  a  total  of  1,090  depositions.  These  have  been  brought  forward  in  snppoit  of 
321  petitions  tiled  in  1H73,  which,  with  the  petitions  filed  in  1872,  are  42:^  in  nurnbHr. 

These  outrages  were  fully  described  in  the  preliminary  report  of  the  commisHioners, 
and  no  new  features  have  been  developed  in  the  sessions  of  1873,  save  that  the  num- 
ber of  petitions  tiled  and  the  volumiuons  evidence  presented  iudicatd  a  startling  con- 
dition of  affairs. 

The  commissioners  feel  it  a  positive  duty  to  c.<ll  for  the  publication  of  the  evidence 
taken  to  support  these  petitions,  which  merits  tbe  most  searching  examination.  Many 
acts  of  positive  outrage  are  minutely  described  by  responsible  witnesses,  and  their  gen- 
eral statements  are  confirmed  by  tbe  results  of  personal  examination  of  the  localities 
exposed  to  such  raids. 

The  commissioners  represent  that  in  many  cases  proof  cannot  be  obtained,  eye-wit- 
nesses are  not  always  available  ;  a  confusion  of  iuterests,  and  ihe  method  of  allowing 
tbe  cattle  to  run  at  large  on  the  prairies,  still  further  complicates  the  examination  of 
a  particular  case. 

An  increase  in  the  number  of  raids  occurred  after  the  departure  of  the  commission- 
ers from  the  Rio  Grande,  and  in  bitterness  and  determination  the  cattle- thieves  are 
to-day  far  more  active  than  last  year.  Conflicts  are  continually  occurring  with  tbese 
marauders,  and  it  only  remains  for  tbe  commissioners  to  call  the  serious  attention  of 
the  government  to  these  wanton  attacks. 

The  people  of  "JVestern  Texas,  numerically  weak,  and  suffering  from  these  outrages, 
cannot  always  present  every  feature  of  legal  proof,  as  travel  is  unsafe  when  such 
marauders  are  on  the  roads.  It  is  a  difficult  matter  to  report  them  promptly  to  tbe 
military  authorities.  Tbese  cannot  always  act  so  as  to  overtake  expert  and  agile 
thieves,  who  carefully  arrange  their  plans  to  avoid  pursuit,  and  it  is  but  seldom  the 
settlers  can  per:»onally  pursue  and  lecapture  tbeir  property.  Tbe  Mexican  bank  of 
the  Rio  Grande  is  tbe  line  of  positive  safety,  and  tbe  thieves  are  usually  ready  and 
willing  to  make  a  halt  there  and  regard  their  venture  as  a  success. 

When  the  scattered  rancberos  of  the  regions  referred  to  shall  have  lost  .all  self-con- 
trol under  this  scourge,  it  is  feared  any  action  they  may  take  will  be  vindictive  and 

indiscreet. 

»  •  *  •  •  •  « 

The  commissioners,  in  closing  their  report,  desire  to  state  that  the  general  situation 
of  the  border,  as  described  in  their  preliminary  report  of  December  10,  1872,  remains 
unchanged. 

With  tbe  exception  of  the  beneficial  measures  adopted  by  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment in  re-enforcing  its  troops  on  tbe  line  of  tbe  Rio  Grande,  the  energetic  orders  of  tbe 
department  commander,  and  the  smart  blow  inflicted  upon  the  Kickapoos  by  the  gal- 

8  A 
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laDt  Geoeral  McKeDzie,  the  interests  of  Western  Texas  are  in  the  same  jeopardy  as 
before. 

The  views  and  conclusions  of  the  preliminary  report  are  only  strengthened  by  time 
and  the  further  exi>erience  of  the  commissiouers. 

The  serious  state  of  affairs  heretofore  reported  can  Aniy  be  concluded  by  the  re- 
moval of  the  marauding  Kickapoos  to  their  proper  reservation,  the  performance  of 
plain  duty  by  the  Mexican  river  authorities,  and  an  equitable  adjustment  of  these 
claims. 

8ach  an  adjustment  will  demand  the  most  careful  and  serious  attention  to  prevent 
hasty  judgment,  or  the  exaggeration  of  interested  parties. 

The  raids  of  Mexican  marauders  cannot  be  entirely  stopped  by  the  United  States 
forces  (however  watchful),  and  it  is  presumed  that  the  operations  of  the  Texan  regi- 
ment of  volunteers,  recently  authorized  by  the  legislature  of  Texas,  will  not  bring 
about  the  desired  result,  which  can  only  be  brought  about  by  a  resolute  determination 
on  the  part  of  the  national  government  of  the  republic  of  Mexico  to  put  down,  in  a 
most  summary  manner,  these  irregular  bands  of  banditti,  who  for  many  years  past 
have  impoverished  Western  Texas,  and  wantonly  shed  the  blood  of  her  citizens. 

The  statements  of  the  commissiouers  on  all  subjects  connected  with  the  investiga- 
t  ion  are  drawn  directly  from  the  recorded  evidence,  and  from  the  personal  examinations 
which,  under  a  sense  of  duty,  they  have  carefully  made  from  time  to  time. 

Feeling  deeply  the  present  responsibilitv  of  the  case  and  the  need  of  a  careful  and 
immediate  consideration  of  the  subject  in  all  its  bearings,  the  commissioners  hope  that 
the  border  troubles  will  be  speedily  settled  as  justice  demands,  and  they  faithfully 
transmit  the  records  of  the  individual  claims,  supported  by  all  the  evidence  brought 
forward  by  the  memorialists,  a  class  of  citizens  whose  personal  sufferings  have  been 
grievous  and  who  have  described  under  oath  their  losses  and  the  disorders  which  have 
so  long  delayed  the  further  settlement  of  Western  Texas,  a  region  in  other  respects 
inviting  an  immediate  and  valuable  immigration. 

It  is  for  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  open  this  region  to  improvement  by 
giving  to  those  who  live  under  the  shadow  of  its  flag  on  the  distant  Rio  Grande  that 
effectual  protection  which  they  deserve,  whatever  be  the  cause  militating  against  local 
peace  and  the  safety  of  life  and  property,  a  protection  due  to  the  citizens  and  residents, 
whose  members  have  been  depleted  by  the  arrow  of  the  Indian  and  the  knife  and  pis- 
tol of  the  Mexican  assassin. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

THOMAS  P.  ROBB, 
RICHARD  H.  SAVAGE, 
THOMAS  O.  06B0RN, 
Untied  States  Commissioners  to  TcraSi 

Hon.  Hamilton  Fish, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Report  of  the  joint  select  committee  of  the  Texas  State  legutJaturej  Marck,  1875. 

(H.  Report  343, 44th  Cong.,  1st  Sess.,  p.  167.) 

l£on.  IL  B.  Hubbard,  President  of  the  Senate,  and  Guy  M.  Bryan,  Speaker  of  the  House  of 

Representatives : 

Your  joint  select  committee,  appointed  to  consider  that  portion  of  ^the  governor's 
message  relative  to  the  **  Mexican  border  troubles, '^  have  been  engaged  for  some  time 
in  the  performance  of  the  duty  assigned  them. 

Col.  Santos  Benavides  and  Capt.  Refugio  Benavides,  of  Webb  County,  and  Col.  John 
S.  Ford,  of  Cameron  County,  Texas,  all  of  them  gentlemen  of  extensive  information 
and  large  experience  upon  the  line  of  the  Rio  Grande  River,  were  summoned  and  ap- 
peared and  testified  before  the  committee.  There  was  also  laid  before  ^our  committee, 
by  his  excellency  the  governor,  the  sworn  statement  of  thirty-one  citizens  and  resi- 
dents of  the  Rio  Grande  border,  living  in  the  counties  of  Cameron,  Hidalgo,  and  Nneoes. 
Presentments  of  reports  from  the  grand  juries  of  the  counties  of  Kinney  and  Frio  were 
also  before  the  committee. 

The  extensive  personal  knowledge  and  acquaintance  of  the  Hon.  Louis  Cardis,  of  the 
house  of  representatives,  and  one  of  the  members  of  the  committee,  with  the  condition 
of  affairs  on  the  £1  Paso  section  of  the  Rio  Grande,  was  also  availed  of  by  your  com- 
mittee in  the  performance  of  their  duty. 

The  limited  fund  placed  at  the  disposal  of  your  committee,  and  the  short  time  allot- 
ted to  consider  the  subject-matter  Involved  iu  this  inquiry,  prevented  the  calling  of  more 
witnesses  ^m  other  portions  of  the  national  border,  and  precluded  a  more  thorough 
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investigatioQ  as  to  the  origin  and  details  of  the  difficnlties^  danj^ers,  and  losses  with 
which  our  Rio  Grande  frontier  has  heen  visited  for  several  years  past. 

All  of  the  testimony  above  referred  to,  which  is  herewith  submitted,  having  beeii 
carefully  considered  by  your  committee,  we  are  instructed  to  rei>ort  their  findings  and 
conclusions  in  the  promises^  to  wit : 

First.  That  there  exists  snch  a  state  of  disquiet  and  general  feeling  of  insecurity, 
both  to  persons  and  property,  along  the  whole  line  of  the  Kio  Grande,  as  to  discourage, 
if  not  to  forbid,  any  growth,  pro8]»erity,  or  material  development  in  that  nortion  of 
our  Stat«,  and  such  a  wholesale  and  open  robbery  by  armed  marauders  from  the  repub- 
lic of  Mexico  of  the  people  of  Texas,  resident  on  and  adjacent  to  that  border,  as  to 
have  almost  impoverished  them,  which  depredations  on  the  Lower  Rio  Grande,  as 
high  up  as  the  county  of  Starr,  are  committed  exclusively  by  armed  bandits  from  our 
Deighboring  republic,  above  said  county,  by  marauding  Mexicans  and  Indians. 

Second.  That  these  raiders  and  freebooters  from  Mexico,  heavily  armed  and  well 
mounted,  make  their  incursions  in  large  parties  almost  daily,  and  ride  defiantly  over 
the  back  country,  for  the  distance  of  one  hundred  or  more  miles  from  the  river,  burn 
isolated  dwellings^  rob  country  stores,  murder  citizens,  gather  herds  of  cattle,  and  re- 
tarn  with  their  plunder  to  Mexico,  and  when  they  reach  the  west  bank  of  the  Lower 
Rio  Grande  find  refuge  and  protection,  are  in  perfect  safety,  and  enjoy,  at  their  pleas- 
sure,  their  ill-gotten  gains ;  and  to  such  an  extent  do  these  marauders  plunder  and 
murder  that  the  resident  upon  his  isolated  and  distant  ranch,  who  may  discover  them 
while  gathering  their  herds  of  stolen  cattle  or  passing  them  to  Mexico,  is  intimidated 
and  hesitates  to  give  information  as  to  their  movements  through  fear  of  the  terrible 
and  never-failing  vengence  of  the  bandit  and  his  confederates  in  crime. 

Third.  That  murders,  to  the  number  of  one  hundred  and  five,  have  been  proven,  by 
the  limited  evidence  before  your  committee,  to  have  been  committed  by  these  bandits 
and  Indians,  within  the  past  three  or  four  years,  in  the  section  of  country  below  Eagle 
Pass,  Mexico,  and  the  murderers  invariably  find  a  refuge  in  Mexico,  from  whence  the 
authorities  fail  and  refuse,  with  but  few  exceptions,  to  return  them  when  demand  is 
made  for  their  extradition.  Among  the  notable  instances  of  crime,  where  the  criminal  / 
has  been  protected  and  a  refuge  given  in  Mexico,  your  committee  mention  that  of  the 
murder  of  Mr.  Alexander,  a  quiet  and  gentlemanly  merchant  of  the  city  of  Browns- 
ville, in  1872.  He  was  traveling  in  bis  carriage,  in  Hidalgo  County,  upon  the  highroad, 
and  in  full  view  of  a  large  settlement  was  halted  and  shot  by  a  Mexican  desperado. 
The  murder  was  most  wanton  and  unprovoked.  The  assassin  was  not  even  incited  to 
the  bloody  deed  by  any  animosity  to  the  unhappy  victim  of  his  cruelty,  nor  does  it 
appear  that  a  desire  to  rob  influenced  the  act,  but  tl^at  the  fiend  was  actuated  solely  by 
a  general  hate  of  Americans  and  desire  to  take  the  life  of  any  whom  he  might  encounter. 
Tiie  assassin  sought  protection  in  Mexico,  and  it  was  afforded  him  for  some  time  after- 
wards';  and  as  long  as  he  chose  to  remain  there  he  could  be  seen  almost  daily  in  the 
streets  of  the  city  of  Matamoros. 

A  Mr.  Swift,  an  nnofiending  citizen  of  Refugio  Conntv,  who,  with  his  wife,  was  most 
foaUy  murdered  in  his  house.  The  murderer  sought  remge  in  Guerrero,  Mexico,  where 
he  was  followed  by  citizens  of  Texas  and  identified ;  demand  was  made  for  his  extra- 
dition, but  the  Mexican  authorities  declined  to  deliver  him  over  to  the  authorities  of 
his  State  to  answer  for  his  crime.  One  W.  H.  Green,  a^  fugitive  from  Justice,  because 
of  crimes  committed  in  connection  with  the  lunatic  asylum,  reached  Matamoros  in  his 
flight  from  the  grasp  of  the  law.  On  demand  for  his  extradition  he  was  arrested  and 
held  only  two  or  three  days.  His  delivery  to  the  State  authorities  was  refused,  and  he 
was  permitted  to  depart  toward  the  interior  of  Mexico ;  and  one  Alberto  Garza,  a 
noted  and  dangerous  bandit-chief,  the  principal  actor  in  many  murders,  and  in  the 
robbery  and  pillage  of  the  store  of  Mr.  Schubert,  at  the  village  of  Concepcion,  inDaval 
Coantj,  in  1873,  and  the  store  of  Mr.  Blaine,  at  Los  Olmos,  in  Nueces  County,  in  1874, 
as  well  as  in  many  other  crimes  of  robbery  and  murder,  is  protected,  and  a  refuge 
afforded  him  in  Mexico,  from  whence  he  is  constantly  raiding  upon  the  lives  and  prop- 
erty of  our  citizens. 

Fourth.  That  on  the  Lower  Rio  Grande,  from  Starr  County  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
these  depredations  upon  the  cattle  interests  have  been  so  great,  and  have  been  carried 
on  to  such  an  alarming  extent,  that  of  the  vast  herds  which  but  a  few  years  back  cov- 
ered the  great  plains  adjacent  to  the  Mexican  border,  and  which  were  such  a  source 
of  profit  to  the  thrifty  and  hardy  herdsmen,  and  great  wealth  to  the  State^  scarce  10 
per  cent,  to-day  remains  to  compensate  the  stock-raiser  for  his  years  and  life  of  labor 
and  toil ;  and  of  this  amount,  unless  relief  be  speedily  given,  there  will  soon  be  not 
enough  left  to  remind  the  stock-raiser  of  his  once  princely  wealth,  and  of  the  almost 
countless  herds  which  but  a  short  time  since  bore  his  brand. 

Fifth.  That,  although  our  Rio  Grande  border  on  the  lower  river  has  been  almost  en- 
tirelv  stripped  of  its  wealth,  and  our  citizens  impoverished  by  armed  marauders  and 
banalts  from  Mexico,  and  the  cattle  of  our  people  taken  by  them  into  the  towns  and 
cities  and  on  the  ranches  of  that  country,  our  citizens  can  get  no  redress  from  the  local 
authorities  on  the  I  )wer  river  in  that  republic.    They  often  promise  restoration,  but 
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more  frequently  refuse  ;  and  when  aid  and  assistauoie  is  promised  to  the  Texas  owner 
seeking  his  stolen  stock,  he  is  generally  foiled  and  annoyed  with  circam location  until 
tl^  cattle  are  made  away  with,  or  he  abandons  his  purpose  in  disgust,  and  leaves  his 
property  with  the  thief  or  his  employ^.  In  one  Instance,  where  stolen  cattle  were  re- 
cently restoreil,  the  owner  was  required  to  pay  a  duty  or  tax,  npon  the  pica  that  the 
cattle  were  introduced  into  Mexico  without  authority  of  law.  There  is  much  evidence 
showing  that  cattle  of  Texan  owners  have  been  found  on  the  several  ranches  of  Gen- 
eral Cortina,  in  Mexico,  near  Matamoros,  and  implicating  other  officials  with  these 
robberies,  from  which  it  seems  that,  if  they  do  not  actually  participate  in  these  raids, 
they  must  certainly  connive  at  the  acts  and  share  the  protits  of  the  plunder. 

Sixth.  That  on  the  Upper  Kio  Grande,  above  the  county  of  Starr,  while  the  same 
character  of  depredations  exist  as  liefore  described,  they  are  not  carried  on  to  such  an 
extent,  nor  does  there  seem  to  be  any  system  or  organization  among  the  maraader8.a8 
there  appears  to  be  below.  Along  this  line  and  adjacent  country  it  appears  that  only 
about  one-half  of  the  cattle  have  been  driven  otf  by  bandit  Mexicans  and  Indians. 
While  the  same  insecurity  to  life  and  property  exist,  the  loss  has  not  been  so  heavy, 
principally,  your  committee  infer,  l>ecause  the  local  authorities  of  New  Laredo,  Mexico, 
and  in  the  State  of  Nnevo  Leon,  Mexico,  do  not  aid  the  thief  in  secreting,  or  protect 
his  plunder.  From  the  testimony  of  Colonel  and  Captain  Benavides,  both  of  whom 
many  members  of  your  committee  know  to  be  gentlemen  of  high  character,  it  appears 
that  the  Mexican  officials  in  the  last  named  places  afford  our  citizens  every  facility  for 
recovering  their  stolen  property,  and  are  anxious  to  cultivate  and  maintain  friendly 
relations  with  our  people.  That  the  authorities  of  New  Laredo,  Mexico,  upon  Captain 
Benevides  informing  them  last  summer  of  the  organization  of  his  company,  and  ask- 
ing their  co-operation,  invited  the  captain  that,  should  he  be  in  close  pursuit,  to  fol- 
low the  robbers  over  the  river.  Tbe  testimony  of  these  gentlemen  is  very  strong  and 
positive  as  to  the  good  disposition  and  just  intentions  of  those  officials,  and  your  com- 
mittee are  pleased  to  report  the  fact. 

Seventh.  That  during  the  few  months  of  the  past  year,  when  Captain  Benevidea 
commanded  a  company  of  twenty-live  men  in  Webb  County,  and  Telesfero  Montez  in 
£1  Paso  County  a  similar  company,  those  two  counties  and  adjoining  ones  were  kept 
quiet  and  the  peace  preserved ;  but  since  the  disbanding;  of  those  small  companies  tbe 
bold  and  desperate  bandit  has  again  begun  the  work  of  plunder. 

Eighth.  That  notwithstanding  it  is  the  duty  and  obligation  of  tbe  United  States  to 
protect  tbe  State  of  Texas  and  her  citizens  against  forays  and  plunder  by  armed  aliens, 
that  duty  has  been  sadly  neglected  and  that  obligation  disregarded,  to  the  great  wrong 
and  injury  of  the  people  of  Texas.  The  great  door- way  between  Mexico  and  Texas 
has  been  left  almost  unguarded  ;  the  national  forces  upod  the  border,  except  in  few  in- 
stances, have  been  and  are  utterly  inefficient  for  the  service  required  to  protect  the 
Rio  Grande  line  against  snch  a  foe  as  infests  and  depredates  on  that  country,  the  num- 
ber being  too  small  under  the  system  of  management  and  movement  of  troops  in  the 
Regular  Army  to  accomplish  much  good  or  to  elfect  the  necessary  protection,  no  mat- 
ter how  good  may  be  the  intention  or  however  willing  the  officers  may  be  to  fully  dis- 
charge their  duty  in  the  premises.  And  although  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Mexican  Gov- 
ernment to  restrain  the  lawless  and  bandit  portion  of  her  population  from  depredating 
upon  a  friendl}'  State,  that  duty  is  entirely  disregarded,  and  your  committee  recom- 
mend that  complaint  thereof  be  made  to  the  General  Government  by  his  excellency 
the  governor.  Your  committee  are  decidedly  of  tbe  opinion  that  on  the  whole  line  of 
tbe  Rio  Grande  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  to  El  Paso  at  the  foot  of  the  mountains,  with 
the  exception  of  in  the  towns  and  cities  and  under  the  guns  of  the  United  States  gar- 
risons and  forts,  there  is  no  security  or  protection  to  the  life  or  the  property  of  the 
citizen  or  resident  of  Texas.  Tbe  American  citizen  cannot  dwell  upon  American  soil 
or  travel  upon  American  highways  or  pursue  his  daily  avocations  under  the  laws,  and 
almost  in  sight  of  the  flag  of  bis  country  as  it  waves  above  tbe  Federal  garrisons, 
without  great  risk  and  danger  of  forfeiting  his  life  to  the  vengeance  or  of  being  re- 
duced to  utter  poverty  by  the  cupidity  and  robbery  of  armed  marauders  and  bandits 
from  the  rei;nblic  of  Mexico,  who  make  such  profitable  raids  and  dangerous  forays 
upon  American  soil  with  impunity. 

Your  committee  would  earnestly  recommend  that  suitable  provisions  be  mode  by  the 
legislature  for  the  protection  as  far  as  possible  of  the  lives  and  property  of  our  citizens 
on  the  Mexican  borders,  trusting  tbat  ere  long  tbe  Federal  Government  may  do  its  full 
duty  in  the  premises,  and  not  only  reimburse  the  State  of  Texas  for  the  necessary  ex- 
penditures in  tbe  performance  of  that  duty,  which  rightfully  devolves  on  the  General 
Government,  but  will  take  such  prompt  and  necessary  action  as  may  be  required  to 
indemnify  our  people  for  their  past  losses  and  give  ample  security  for  tbe  future. 

Adopted. 


APPENDIX    B.  117 

THE  CORPUS  CHRI8TI  RAID. 


Mr.  Cadwalader  to  Mr,  Foster. 

(Foreign  Relatione,  1875,  p  890.) 

Department  of  State, 

rf  a^^tfi^toft,  March  29,  1875. 

Sir  :  I  transmit  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  27th  instant,  and  of  the  accompanying^  tele- 
gram, addressed  to  this  department  by  the  First- Assistant  Postmaster-General,  from 
which  it  appears  that  the  post-office  at  Nneces,  in  Texas,  has  recently  been  robbed 
and  horned,  and  a  mail-carrier  to  San  Antonio  robbed  and  taken  prisoner.  The  per- 
petrators of  these  crimes  are  not  mentioned,  bnt,  according  to  newspaper  reports,  they 
were  Mexicans  from  the  other  side  of  the  Rio  Grande.  Yon  will  lose  no  time  in  bring- 
ing the  subject  to  the  notice  of  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs  of  that  republic.  Al- 
thongh  it  is  not  believed  that  the  acts  referred  to  were  committed  or  instigated  by 
officers  in  the  service  of  the  Mexican  Government,  they  are  obviousl}'  such  as  must 
create  great  resentment  in  the  quarter  where  they  occurred,  and  will  probably  lead  to 
retaliation,  which  will  result  in  augmenting  the  disquiet  and  sense  of  insecurity  on 
the  border. 

It  is  presumed  that  the  Mexican  Government  will  omit  nothing  which  may  be  in  its 
power  toward  preventing  such  raids  upon  the  territory  of  the  United  States. 
I  am,  &.C., 

JOHN  L.  CADWALADER, 

Acting  Secretary, 


Mr.  Cadivalader  to  Mr.  Foster. 

(Foreign  Relations-,  1875,  p.  891.) 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  March  31,  1875. 

Sir  :  Referring  to  the  instrnctiou  to  you,  No.  206,  of  the  29th  instant,  which  was 
accompanied  by  a  copy  of  a  telegram  to  the  Post-Office  Department  relative  to  the 
burning  of  the  post-office  at  Nueces,  in  Texas,  by  marauders  from  Mexico,  I  now  trans- 
mit a  copy  of  a  telegram  from  the  governor  of  that  State  to  the  President,  craving 
protection  against  similar  acts.  This  will,  of  course,  be  given  to  the  extent  of  the 
power  of  the  government.  It  is  expected,  however,  that  the  Mexican  Government  will 
restrain  such  trespassers,  so  far  as  it  may  be  able  so  to  do,  by  the  direct  application  of 
force,  or  deter  a  repetition  of  their  outrages  by  the  prosecution  of  the  leaders  of  the 
raids  according  to  law. 
I  am,  &c.; 

JOHN  L.  CADWALADER, 

Acting  Secretary. 


[Telegram] 

Austin,  Tex.,  March  30, 1875. 

Sir:  Tlie  deftredutious  of  organized  bands  of  robbers  from  the  repiblic  of  Mexico 
bave  of  late  increased  in  frequency  and  atrocity  to  an  extent  which  threatens  the  de- 
population of  the  Lower  Rio  Grande  country.  The  alarm  in  the  country  between  the 
Nneces  and  Rio  Grande  consequent  upon  these  raids,  in  which  our  people  are  ruthlessly 
mnrdered  and  their  property  forcibly  taken  by  the  foreign  desperadoes,  is  wide-spread, 
and  unless  relieved  by  some  assurances  of  protection,  must  result  in  a  general  break* 
np  of  the  settlements.  On  the  26th  of  this  month  a  large  party  of  these  robbers  pene- 
trated the  interior  as  far  as  within  eighteen  miles  of  Corpus  Christi,  robbing  stores 
and  ranches,  and  murdering  and  capturing  citizens,  and  capturing  and  destroying 
United  States  mails.  I  appeal  to  your  excellency  for  protection  for  the  people  of  that 
eountry  against  these  invasions  of  outlaws  from  Mexico,  since  they  have  been  of  almost 
weekly  occurrence  for  several  months  past,  and  are  increasing  in  force  and  boldness. 

-The  citizens  of  that  country  have  been  compelled  for  the  most  part  to  move  to  the 
towns  for  protection,  and  no  security  exists  outeide  of  these  corporations  for  life  or 
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property,  and  the  people  in  the  towns,  even,  bold  themselves  in  constant  readiness  for 
defense. 

I  trust  that  yonr  excellency  will  deem  it  proper  to  give  s^nrity  to  the  peo)>le  on  the 
Rio  Grande  border,  in  view  of  the  assurance  I  now  give  yon  that  an  extreme  necessity 
exists  for  it. 

Very  respectfully, 

RICHARD  COKE, 

Governor  of  Texas. 
His  Excellency  U.  S.  Grant, 

rresident  United  Slates, 


\  Mr,  Crosby  to  Mr.  Fish, 

(Foreign  Relations,  1875,  p.  902.) 

War  Department, 
JVashitigtonf  April  19,  1875. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  for  yonr  information  copy  of  reports  of  com- 
manding-officer Ringgold  Barracks,  Texas,  and  Brigadier-General  C.  C.  Aognr,  rela- 
tive to  raids  by  Mexicans  into  Texas. 

Very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

H.  T.  CROSBY,  Chief  Clerk, 
Foi'  the  Se^cretary  of  War,  in  his  absence. 
To  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  State. 


Colonel  Hat^h  to  the  Assistant  Adjutant- General  Department  of  Texas, 

Headquarters  Ringgold  Barracks,  Texas, 

March  10,  1875. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  call  attention  to  the  inclosed  reports : 

That  of  Mr.  Avery,  United  States  commercial  agent  at  Camargo,  Mexico,  states,, 
what  I  already  know,  that  there  is  a  body  of  men,  numbering  from  seventy-iive  to 
one  hundred,  now  on  this  side  of  the  river  at  a  point  named  Los  Diez.  On  examining 
the  point  named,  these  men  are  found  dispersed  among  the  ranches  of  the  Solesis,^ 
Gmflia,  and  Los  Diez,  their  horses  picketed  or  ranging  near  them.  They  are  repre- 
sented as  citizens  of  Texas,  and  should  the  military  make  any  arrests,  they  will  be  so 
considered  until  we  can  catch  them  in  a  body  armed.  We  are  utterly  powerless  to 
make  arrests.  I  inclose  a  traciug  of  the  vicinity.  The  region  is  well  known  to  me ; 
it  is  a  labyrinth  of  lakes  and  thickets,  the  ford  at  Los  Diez  being  one  of  the  most 
shallow  and  best  on  the  river. 

The  party  mentioned  at  the  bend  of  the  Tortaga  is  on  debatable  ground,  between  a 
large  lagoon  on  the  Texas  side  and  the  main  channel  of  the  Rio  Grande.  It  is  pre- 
sumed tnat  the  precedent  of  the  territory  at  the  Bolca  bend,  decided  by  the  United 
States  court  as  Mexican  territory,  confers  the  same  title  to  this  land  to  Mexico.  The 
territory  was  not  alienated  by  the  change  of  river  channel  subsequent  to  the  treaty  of 
Guadalupe  Hidalgo. 

Garcia,  the  chief  mentioned,  is  or  was  a  resident  of  Rio  Grande  City,  an  old  adher- 
ent of  Cortina.  Although  I  have  heard  many  rumors  of  a  raid  in  force,  I  am  under 
the  impression  that  Cortina  contemplates  some  movement,  probably  revolutionary,  in 
Tamanlipas.  Many  of  the  river  ranches  on  the  American  side  are  in  sympathy  with  him , 
and  will  assist  him  with  men,  horses,  and  what  is  quite  as  necessary,  supply  his  commis- 
sariat with  stolen  cattle.  Small  parties  at  various  points  cross  on  foot ;  whether  they 
have  crossed  to  avoid  impressment  or  for  the  purpose  of  stealing,  I  am  unable  to  learn. 

Mr.  Fulton,  reportedmurdered,  was  a  justice  of  the  peace  and  hide-inspector,  and  as 
he  has  endeavored  to  enforce  the  law  delegated  to  him  doubtless  accounts  for  his 
death. 

During  the  month  of  February,  I  visited  all  outposts  of  the  garrison,  and  I  have  no- 
reason  to  change  my  views  as  to  the  manner  of  assuring  security  to  life  ai^d  property 
in  the  territory  adjacent  to  the  Rio  Grande.  To  do  so  will  require  an  armed  force ; 
whether  furnished  by  the  State  or  Army,  this  armed  force  should  have  anthority  to  en- 
force such  regulations  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  outside  of  the  towns,  to  preserve 
good  order  and  protect  the  country  from  marauding  bands.  Cek'tain  points  on  the 
river  should  be  designated  as  crossings,  and  men  and  stock  should  be  allowed  passage 
only  in  daylight;  and  any  attempt  to  pass  otherwise  should  be  held  as  a  violation  oi 
inles,  and  evifence  of  evil  intent. 
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I  would  respectfully  invite  attentioD  to  the  fact  meotiooed  iu  Mr.  Avery'd  letter, 
evidence  that  the  State  of  Tamanlipas  consider  the  residents  of  the  Solesis  and  Grallas 
ranches  citizens  of  Mexico.    Trivial  as  the  circumstance  may  seem  at  present,  grave 
events  might  grow  oat  of  the  case.    The  absurd  ignorance  of  the  anthoritio^  of  the 
State  of  Tamanlipas  extending  its  laws  beyond  any  first-class  power  in  existence ;  stretch- 
ing its  municipal  anthority  beyond  a  foreign  boundary ;  summoning  by  its  local  mag- 
istrates its  citizens,  who  have  acquired  the  right  of  domicile  in  foreign  country,  to  ap^ 
pear  before  its  tribnnals,  not  for  crimes  committed  by  the  citizens  in  violation  of  its 
own  laws,  but  to  obtain  evidence  to  frame  an  indictment  against  the  armed  anthority 
of  a  neighboring  power,  shows  that  they  believe  that  they  still  have  jurisdiction  on 
this  side.    The  people  of  the  ranches  mentioned  are  Mexicans,  and  few  have  declared 
their  intention  of  becoming  American  citizens.    In  this  precinct  there  are  nearly  a 
thonsand  families,  with  eleven  registered  voters,  five  of  whom  are  entitled  to  vote. 

I  think  the  necessary  arrangements  are  already  made  to^rive  out  these  marauders, 
and  probably  within  a  week  they  will  all  be  out  of  the  country.  If  this  band  in  and 
about  the  Solesis,  Diez,  and  Grullia  ranches  are  not  over  the  river  by  to-morrow,  they 
will  be  driven  out. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  HATCH, 
Colonel  yinth  Cavalry ,  Comiiianding, 

A SSISTANT  ADJUTANT-GeNKR AL, 

Department  of  Texas,  San  AnioniOf  Tex. 


Mr.  Avery  to  (reneral  Hatch. 

COMMEKCIAL  AOENCY   OF  THE   UNHED   STATES  OF  AMERICA, 

CamartjOf  Mexico,  March  6,  1875. 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  submit  to  yon  the  following  information  that  I  have  obtained  r^ 
garding  an  expedition  that  is  now  on  foot  in  this  vicinity.  My  information  is  derived 
from  persons  whom  I  consider  reliable,  residents  of  the  ranches  below  this  place,  and 
who  are  iu  position  to  be  well  posted  in  the  matter,  and  in  imparting  the  following 
facts  they  could  have  no  motive  to  deceive  me. 

From  what  I  am  told,  it  appears  that,  some  three  weeks  ago,  Cortina  sent  confiden- 
tial letters  to  his  retainers  and  friends,  on  whom  he  can  rely,  requesting  them  to  be 
prepared,  with  arms  and  horses,  for  some  expedition,  of  what  natures  they  would  be 
further  informed.  I  am  now  told  that,  acting  under  these  instructions  from  Cortina, 
many  of  the  rancheros  of  Las  Cnevas  and  vicinity  have  already  organized,  or  are  pre- 
paring to  organize,  on  the  Texas  side  of  the  river  in  considerable  force.  I  am  told  that 
the  appointed  place  of  rendezvous  is  in  a  potrero  in  a  bend  of  the  river  near  Diaz  ranch, 
between  the  Solesis  ranch  and  the  river. 

What  may  be  the  ulterior  motive  for  this  gathering,  I  am  not  able  to  state.  It  may 
be  for  the  purpose  of  joining  in  some  revolutionary  movement  in  the  State  of  Tamau- 
lipas  as  partisans  of  Cortina,  or  it  may  be  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  formidable  raid 
on  some  point  in  Texas ;  but  the  fact  that  they  have  their  place  of  meeting  on  the  left 
bank  of  the  Rio  Grande,  I  consider  of  sufficient  importance  to  call  your  attention  to 
the  matter. 

A  resident  of  La  Grnlla  ranch  called  on  me  to-day  to  translate  for  him  a  communi- 
cation from  your  headquarters,  asking  a  copy  of  the  declaration  he  had  made  respect- 
ing an  outrage  committed  at  his  ranch  by  a  party  of  soldiers.  He  told  me  that  he  and 
others  had  been  notified  to  appear  at  the  juzgado  to-morrow  to  give  their  information 
eepecting  the  affray  bstweea  the  citiz3ns  and  soldiers  at  Sjlesis  ranch  in  January  last. 
This  information  is  called  for  by  the  State  government.  I  will  endeavor  to  obtain  a 
copy  of  the  declarations  for  you. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  S3rvant, 

LUCIUS  AVERY. 
Un'ted  Sta'es  Cammercial  Ajcnt. 

General  Edward  Hatcif, 

Commanding  Ringgold  B.rracks, 


J  20  APPENDIX   B. 

Gdieral  Augur  to  LieuUnanU General  Sheridan, 

Hbadquakters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

New  Orleans f  La,,  March  30,  lt^5. 

Lieuteoaut-GcDeral  Siibkidan, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Missourif  Chicago,  III, : 

The  followiDg  telegram  has  1)060  received  from  Colonel  Potter,  at  Brownsville, 
Tex. : 

*'  March  29,  1H75. 
** Brig.  Gen.  C.  C.  ArouR, 

**Commanding  Department  of  the  (iulf  New  Orleans,  La,: 

^' There  are  many  reports  of  a  raid  on  the  ranches  in  the  vicinity  of  Corpus  Chriati, 
and  of  a  threatened  attack  on  Corpns  Cbristi.  Some  ranches  have  doubtless  been 
robbed  and  burned,  some  people  killed,  and  some  taken  prisoners.  The  prisoners  are 
reported  to  have  escaped.  These  marauders  have  been  driven  from  the  vicinity  of 
Corpus  by  the  citizens,  and  at  last  accounts  were  retreating,  with  the  citizens  in  pur- 
suit. I  have  sent  all  my  mounted  force  to  intercept  the  robbers.  General  Hatch  has 
sent  troops  for  same  purpose. 

^'Many  depredations  have  been  committed  along  the  river  above  this  point  of  late, 
and  several  persons  have  been  killed.  I  believe  these  robbers  are  Mexicans,  and  that 
the  most  of  them  are  from  the  other  side  of  the  river. 

'*  There  are  probably  several  parties  out  for  stealing  cattle  and  robbing  ranches.  No 
reliable  information  as  to  numbers.    Will  inform  you  if  I  learn  anything  more  definite. 

"J.  H.  POTTER, 
*'  Colonel  Tu:enty-fourth  Jnfantnj^  Commanding." 

The  above  telegram  came  in  response  to  one  from  me  desiring  to  know  if  the  tele- 
grams in  the  paper  referring  to  thid  invasion  were  true.  There  appears  to  be  sufficient 
truth  in  them  to  show  this  to  be  the  most  serious  raid  made  by  Mexicans  into  our  ter- 
ritory for  many  years. 

You  know  as  well  as  I  that  the  Mexican  Federal  Government  has  no  control  of 
affairs  in  the  Rio  Grande  frontiers,  and  is  powerless,  if  so  disposed,  to  restrain  these 
raiders,  some  of  whom  are  doubtless  most  of  the  time  residents  on  our  side  of  the  river, 
and  in  case  of  arrest,  could  easily  prove  themselves  to  be  good  and  quiet  American 
citizens,  and  could  cause  the  officers  arresting  them  to  be  in  turn  arrested  by  the  civil 
authorities  for  false  imprisonment,  as  is  frequently  done. 

It  is  not  necessary,  however,  to  say  anything  about  the  condition  of  the  frontiers  to 
you,  who  have  been  so  long  familiar  with  it. 

Colonel  Potter  has  one  company  of  cavalry  ;  Colonel  Hatch  has  five ;  and  were  it 
not  that  the  residents  on  this  side  are  mostly  Mexicans,  and  in  sympathy  with  the 
raiders,  and  keep  them  informed  of  the  whereabouts  of  the  troops,  they  might  accom- 
plish something. 

They  may  do  ko  as  it  is,  though  it  will  be  under  great  difficulties. 

C.  C.  AUGUR, 
Brigadier- General  J  Commanding. 


Mr.  Ulrich  to  Mr.  Hunttr. 
(H.  Report  No.  343,  44th  Cong.,  Ist  sess.,  p.  147). 

United  States  Consulate, 

Monterey,  Mexico,  April  27,  1875. 

Sir  :  Supposing  that  everthiug  connected  with  the  late  raids  into  Texas  by  Mexicans 
from  this  side  of  the  Rio  Grande  will  l)e  of  interest,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the 
department  that  a  few  days  ago  there  passed  through  Monterey,  under  guard  of  a  de- 
tachment of  troops  of  the  general  government,  ten  prisoners,  said  to  be  a  portion  of 
the  Corpus  Chrlsti  raiders — all  of  them  Mexicans — captured  on  this  side  of  the  Ria 
Qrande«  and  supposed  to  be  en  route  for  the  city  of  Mexico.  I  think  it  well  here  to 
give  a  hint  to  the  department,  that  on  the  arrival  of  these  prisoners  at  the  capital  an 
effort  may,  perhaps,  be  made  to  prove  them  to  be  Texas-Mexicans,  which  can  easily  be 
done,  it  being  almost  impossible  to  distinguish  the  Mexican  people  of  oar  side  of  the 
river  from  those  here.  Whatever  may  be  proved  in  this  case,  it  will  be  difficult  to  con- 
vince any  one  here  that  the  prisoners  referred  to  are  not  residents  of  this  republic. 
Besides,  one  thing  is  beyond  a  doubt,  that  if  any  of  the  raiders  be  Texa(-\iexicans,  their 
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raids  are  organized  ou  this  side  of  the  river,  and  we  generally  here  have  intimations 
when  on6  is  abont  to  take  place. 

About  six  months  ago  we  had  notice,  through  floating  rumors,  that  a  large  body  of 
Mexicans,  said  to  be  several  hundred,  were  gathering  at  Guerrero,  or  thereabouts,  to 
make  an  attack  on  the  America*!  settlement,  a  place  called  Dogtown,  or  at  some  point 
in  Texas  on  the  Itio  Grande  between  Laredo  and  Eagle  Pass.  A  few  weeks  after  bear- 
ing these  reports,  which  we  did  not  credit  at  the  time,  a  raid  was  made  into  Texas, 
not,  however,  by  so  large  a  body  of  men  as  reported,  and  considerable  damage  done. 

About  four  weeks  before  the  last  raid  on  Coq)us  Christi,  and  soon  after  General 
Hatch's  operations  at  Las  Grullas,  jiersons  coraiu;;  from  the  Lower  Rio  Graude  reported 
that,  at  many  of  the  ranches  on  their  route,  on  this  side  of  the  river,  rumors  were  cur- 
rent that  armed  Mexicans  were  cougregatiug  at  a  point  on  this  side  of  the  Rio  Grande 
for  an  attack  on  Edinburg,  or  some  other  place,  to  retaliate  on  the  Texans  for  the  con- 
duct of  General  Hatch  and  his  troops  at  Las  Grullas.  This  was  uot  followed  by  an 
attack  on  Edinburg,  but  by  the  last  raid  on  Corpus  Christ  i.  There  is  no  doubt  from 
the  conduct  of  these  raiders  but  that,  although  plunder  was  the  niaiu  object,  retalia- 
tion for  Hatch's  course  entered  into  their  plans.  The  taking  of  prisoners  men  and 
women,  the  marching  them  along  their  route,  can  b^  explaioed  ou  no  other  ground 
than  that  they  wish  to  treat  Americans  as  Mexicuns  from  L»is  Grullas  were  treated  by 
our  military  authorities.  If  this  be  true,  the  raiders  certainly  acted  under  orders  or 
suggestions  from  parties  occupying  a  higher  position  than  themselves.  The  instigators, 
taking  advantage  of  the  known  disposition  of  this  class  of  their  countrymen  to  plunder, 
nsed  this  prcpeusity  to  have  them  add  insult  and  cruelty  to  their  acts.  There  is  more 
than  oue  man  in  Taniaulipas  who  would  be  willing  to  pursue  a  course  like  this,  to  show 
their  hatred  and  contempt  for  the  '^Griugoes."  There  exists  no  disposition  on  the  part 
of  the  Mexicans  anywhere  on  thisfrontier  to  censure  the  acts  of  these  raiders.  All  whom 
I  know,  or  have  heard  speak  on  the  subject,  being  at  all  times  ready  to  excune  them 
and  to  justify  their  acts,  as  being  produced  by  the  equally  bad  conduct  of  the  Texans; 
a  position  wholly  untenable  and  unfounded  in  fact,  as  th^re  are  no  organized  bodies 
of  Americans,  or  Texas-Mexicans,  depredating  on  this  side  the  Rio  Grande,  and  we 
rarely  hear  of  any  stealing  on  this  side  by  people  from  Texas.  In  fact,  the  Mexican 
side  of  the  river  is  too  pour  to*  otier  any  inducements  to  thieves.  There  is  no  doubt 
these  raids  are  entirely  owing  to  the  demoralized  condition  of  the  mass  of  the  people 
of  the  Stale  of  Tamunlipas  and  the  class  of  men  who  hold  office  in  that  State.  From 
Laredo  to  El  Paso  we  hear  lothing  of  raids  by  Mexicans  on  Texas,  and  there  are  really  no 
jiersons  in  the  State  of  Coahuila,  on  our  line,  who  are  disposed  to  such  conduct.  About 
Kagle  Pass  theie  is  harmony,  arising  principally  from  a  community  of  interests  be- 
tween the  populations  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  aud  that  is  the  only  point  where  there 
is  any  considcable  number  of  persons  living  on  the  lino  betw«'en  Laredo  and  El  Paso. 
The  proof  of  this  harmony  lies  in  the  fact  that  over  one-half  (at  least  1,500)  of  the 
population  of  Kngle  Pa^s  are  Mexicans,  who  have  gone  from  this  side  of  the  river  to 
eujciy  greater  peace  and  becurity  in  Texas.  The  Stato  of  Tauiaulipas  alone,  from  La- 
redo down,  fuiuisljed  the  material  for  these  raids,  and  the  killing  of  less  than  two  hun- 
dred well  known  scoundrels  in  that  State  will,  I  reaUy  believe,  put  an  entire  stop  to 
them.  The  Moxi«an  Government  can  hardly  apply  this  remedy.  No  regular  govern- 
ment troops  can  be  stationed  on  the  line;  they  will  desert  en  masse  and  cross  into 
Texas.  The  officers  know  this,  and  always  keep  the  regulars  away  from  the  frontier. 
Volunteers,  or  irregulars,  recruited  in  this  and  the  adjoining  States,  c^ould  be  kept  on 
the  line.  "This,  however,  as  affairs  are  here,  is  also  impracticable.  Five  hundred  vol- 
unteers taken  from  the  ranoheros  of  the  frontier,  armed  and  mounted,  would  be 
a  dangerous  body  to  the  general  government,  as  in  case  of  political  disturbances 
always  possible  in  Mexico,  they  would  form  a  nucleus  for  an  '*  army"  to  assist  any 
revolutionary  chief  to  carry  out  his  schemes.  So  neither  regulars  nor  volunteers  being 
a  practicable  means  of  keeping  the  peace  on  the  frontier,  the  general  government  would 
seem  to  be  ]>owerless  to  act  in  the  matter.  American  troops,  on  our  side,  so  far,  have 
proved  inefficient.  Under  these  circumstances  the  only  practicable  course  would  ap- 
pear to  be  (and  if  it  can  be  done  with  the  consent  of  Mexico  all  the  better),  to  draw  a 
line  front  Matamoros  to  Laredo,  in  Mexico,  covering  a  strip  of  territory  about,  say, 
twenty-five  miles  in  width,  put  our  troops  on  that,  and  defend  Texas  from  the  Mexican 
side.  That  will  do  it,  and  in  default  of  Mexican  regulars,  at  posts  short  distances 
apart,  on  this  side  ;  nothing  else  will.  General  Hatch's  recommendation,  that  the  Rio 
Grande  Valley  should  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  military,  would  have  been  of  more 

value  had  he  proposed,  at  the  same  time,  applying  his  remecly  to  this  side  of  the  river. 

•  <>  «  »  «  •  *  . 

No  half-way  measures  will  answer  in  treating  with  Mexicans.  There  is  no  trait  in 
the  national  character  more  striking,  in  all  of  tnem,  high  or  low,  than  their  utter  dis- 
regard of  consequences  from  any  act.  In  every  position  of  life,  as  servants,  mechanics, 
lawyers,  or  governors,  or  merchauts,  they  are  never  controlled,  in  any  of  their  doings, 
by  fear  of  future  responsibility.  There  must  always  be  shown  them  that  there  is  a 
watchful  eye  on  their  movements  and  a  hand  ready  to  strike.    Fear  alone  will  restrain 
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them,  and  that  must  be  fear  of  direct  and  immediate  chastisement  for  miscondact. 
They  are  gamblers  by  nature,  and  are  always  ready  to  risk  their  all  on  a  chance.  They 
respect  i>ersons  of  no  nationality  but  the  Spaniards,  and  these  only,  as  they  understand 
from  long  experience  their  mode  of  treatment,  which,  from  the  conquest  till  now,  hu 
always  been  brutal,  while  they- despise  the  American,  who.  from  education  and  traiD- 
ing,  is  disposed  to  treat  every  one  on  terms  of  equality,  kindness,  consideration,  and  a 
disposition  on  the  part  of  any  one  to  treat  them  as  equals  only  elicits  their  contempt, 
ana  although  these  are  theirpersonal  traits,  they  carry  them  into  every  relation  of  life. 
Nothing  but  the  **  hard  hand''  will  keep  them  straight,  either  as  individuals  or  as  a 

nation. 

«  It  «       ,  «  t,  •  « 

The  statements  in  this  communication  may,  perhaps,  give  no  informat-ion  which  is 
not  already  in  the  hands  of  the  department.  I  make  them  merely  to  assist,  if  pos- 
sible, in  remedying  the  sad  state  of  affairs  on  our  side  of  the  Rio  Grande,  and  in  the 
hope  I  may  aid  in  briuoing  about  such  a  state  of  affairs  as  will  not  only  protect  onr 
citizens  in  Texas,  but  Americans  in  every  part  of  Mexico;  which  result  is  certainly 
demanded  by  the  peculiar  charatter  of  this  people  and  their  feeling  toward  us,  whicli 
is  not  of  the  most  amicable  character,  however  their  dislike  may  be  covered  up  by 
surface  politeness,  which  is  one  of  their  most  striking  characteristics. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

J.  ULRICH, 
'  United  Stales  ConnHl. 

Hon.  William  Hunter, 

Second  Assistant  Secretary  of  State^  IVashingtoiij  D,  C. 


Kr,  Foster  to  Mr.  Fish.  * 

(F.  reign  Relations,  1875,  p.  909.) 

Legation  of  the  United  States. 

Mexico f  May  4,  1875. 

Sir  :  In  accordance  with  the  instructions  received  in  yonr  dispatches  Nos.  206,  March 
29,  and  207,  March  31,  I  communicated  to  the  Mexican  minister  of  foreign  affairs  copies 
of  the  inclosures  to  those  dispatches  relating  to  the  burning  of  tbe  post-office  at 
Nueces,  Tex.,  and  the  outrages  committed  in  that  State  by  Mexicans,  as  set  forth  in  tbe 
telegram  of  Governor  Coke  to  President  Grant,  and  stated  to  the  minister  that  tbe 
Government  of  the  United  States  expected  that  the  Mexican  Government  would  omit 
nothing  which  might  be  in  its  x)ower  toward  preventing  such  raids  upon  the  territory 
of  Texas,  and  that  it  would  do  everything  possible  to  secure  the  punishment,  accord- 
ing to  law,  of  the  perpetrators  of  the  outrages  referred  to.  I  also  expressed  the  hope 
that  I  might,  at  an  early  day,  be  able  to  inform  my  government  of  such  action  having 
been  taken  by  the  Mexican  Government  as  would  satisfy  its  just  expectations,  restore 
peace  and  order  to  the  exposed  citizens  of  Texas,  and  quiet  the  complaints  now  being 
made  in  the  United  States. 

Under  date  of  the  17th  instant.  Minister  Lafragua  addressed  me  a  note  in  reply,  a 
copy  and  translation  of  which  I  inclose,  in  which  he  states  that  after  receipt  of  notice 
of  the  unfortunate  events  to  which  my  note  refers,  a  special  recommendation  was  sent 
to  the  government  of  the  States  of  Nuevo  Leon,  Coahuila,  and  Tamaulipas,  urging  the 
adoption  of  the  most  efficacious  measures  for  guarding  tbe  frontier,  arresting  the 
marauders,  and  preventing  a  repetition  of  similar  deeds ;  that  the  same  instructions 
were  sent  through  the  department  of  war  to  the  military  authorities  of  the  frontier, 
increasing  at  once  the  force  on  that  line,  and  inclosing  a  telegram  from  General  Esco- 
bedo,  reporting  the  arrest  of  eight  persons  supposed  to  be  connected  with  the  recent 
raid.  Mr.  Lafragua  closes  his  note  by  assuring  me  that  his  government  was  using 
all  the  means  within  its  reach  to  secure  the  pacification  and  tranquillity  of  the  Rio 
Bravo  frontier,  and  to  prevent,  so  far  as  it  may  be  possible,  the  repetition  of  similar 
outrages. 

Not  having  any  later  communication  from  the  Mexican  Government,  and  being 
desirous  of  transmitting  you  by  the  mail  of  the  steamer,  closing  to-night,  any  further 
information  which  the  Mexican  Government  might  possess,  I  called  upon  Mr.  Lafragua 
at  the  foreign  office  on  yesterday.  In  answer  to  my  inquiries,  he  stated  that  a  number 
of  persons,  snspected  of  being  connected  with  raids  into  Texas,  had  been  arrested, 
and  that  the  authorities  were  exerting  themselves  to  ferret  out  and  secnrethe  punish- 
ment of  the  guilty  parties ;  and  he  hopes  at  an  early  day  to  inform  me  of  the  success 
of  these  efforts,  but  that  at  present  he  was  not  able  to  furnish  me  further  intelligence. 

I  called  his  attention  to  the  newspaper  reports  of  additional  raids  and  outrages  in 
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Texas  committed  by  marauders  from  Mexico,  which  were  in  part  contirmed  by  the 
official  informatioD  in  the  mail,  Jast  received  by  me,  and  which  I  would  transmit  to 
him.  and  that  I  could  not  too  strongly  impress  upon  him  the  importance  to  the  peace 
of  that  border  of  the  Mexican  Government,  adopting  the  most  stringent  measures  for 
the  punishment  and  repression  of  these  continued  outrages. 

In  this  connection  I  alluded  to  one  of  the  sources  of  irritation  growing  out  of  the 
refuse  in  Mexico  of  Indian  tribes  from  the  United  States,  and  to  the  bad  conduct  of 
Mexican  officials  in  connection  with  the  recent  efforts  of  United  States  commissioners 
to  secure  their  return  to  their  reservations,  which  will  be  made  the  subject  of  a  sepa- 
rate dispatch.  I  also  stated  to  him  that  one  of  the  most  fruitful  causes  of  these  border 
troubles  grew  out  of  the  encouragement  and  favor  shown  the  marauders  by  Mexican 
local  authorities ;  that  the  history  of  the  frontier  disturbances  and  crimes  established 
the  fact  that  when  the  officials  on  the  Mexican  side  of  the  Rio  Grande  were  men  of 
good  character,  maintained  friendly  relations  with,  and  furnished  information  to,  the 
American  authorities  on  the  Texas  side  of  the  river,  and  honestly  sought  to  punish 
the  offenders  in  Mexico,  murder,  robbery,  and  raiding  into  Texas  were  very  infrequent 
and  the  border  troubles  insignifican^.  But,  on  the  contrary,  when  the  local  authorities 
were  men  of  bad  character,  and  unfriendly  to  the  United  States,  marauding  bands 
were  numerous,  they  always  escaped  into  Mexico  with  their  booty  in  safety,  and  wer& 
never  punished  by  the  courts.  I  did  not  claim  that  the  federal  government 
could  always  guarantee  the  honesty  and  good  faith  of  the  local  authorities,  but  it 
should  make  an  earnest  effort  to  insinre  these  officials,  especially  those  under  its 
direct  orders,  with  the  cordial  and  friendly  spirit  toward  the  United  States,  and 
desire  for  the  peace  of  the  frontier,  which  the  Mexican  Government  itself  con- 
stantly expressed.  I  referred  to  the  bad  reputation  which  General  Cortina  sus- 
tained in  the  United  States,  to  the  general  impression  as  to  his  hostility  toward 
the  people  of  Texas,  and  to  the  fact  that  his  name  was  almost  always  con- 
nected, in  some  way,  with  the  newspaper  reports  of  the  raids  on  the  Lower  Rio 
Grande,  either  as  instigating,  protecting,  or  profiting  by  them ;  and  that  his  removal 
by  his  govei^ment  to  some  other  part  of  the  republic  would  have  a  very  salutary  effect 
upon  that  frontier,  and  be  accepted  as  an  act  of  conciliation  and  peace  toward  the 
iJnited  States.  Mr  Lafragua  remarked  that  General  Cortina  was  not  now  in  the  mil- 
itary service  of  the  government,  but  was  acting  in  a  local  civil  position,  as  alcalde  or 
mayor  of  the  town  of  Matamoros,  to  which  I  replied  that  while  such  was  the  case,  he 
still  held  his  commission  as  general  in  the  army,  was  receiving  pay  from  the  federal 
treasury  as  such,  and  was  subject  to  orders  of  the  government,  and,  as  I  understand, 
could  be  transferred  by  it  at  any  time  to  any  other  part  of  the  republic.  I  then  re- 
ferred to  a  conversation  which  I  had  held  in  his  absence  with  Mr.  Arias,  chief  clerk  of 
the  foreign  office,  on  the  30th  of  November  last,  in  reference  to  Cortina's  interference 
in  securing  the  escape  of  the  fugitive  defaulter  Hamilton  (a  report  of  which  inter- 
view I  made  to  the  department  in  my  dispatch.  No.  214,  of  December  1, 1874),  and 
that  Mr.  Arias  informed  me  that  the  war  department  had  already  ordered  an  investi- 
gation into  his  conduct.  Mr.  Lafragua  stated  that  such  investigation  had  been  en- 
gaged in  by  General  Escobedo,  but  that  it  had  been  found  necessary  to  transfer  the 
case  to  the  civil  authorities,  who  were  prosecuting  it,  to  which  I  replied,  that  five 
months  had  elapsed  since  I  had  made  complaint  of  General  Cortina's  course,  and, 
meanwhile,  during  the  delay  in  deciding'  upon  his  conduct,  the  raids  continued,  and 
increased  in  vigor,  and  that  public  ramcr  imiilicated  him  in  one  form  or  another  in 
them.  Mr.  Lafragua  acknowledged  that  it  was  desirable  to  effect  his  removal  from  the 
frontier,  but  the  government  was  embarrassed  in  adojiting  measures  to  that  end,  espec- 
ially on  account  of  the  personal  troubles  between  General  Cortina  and  Governor 
Canales.  In  that  event,  I  remarked  that  it  might  become  necessary  for  his  govern- 
ment to  decide  whether  the  objection  to  his  removal,  growing  out  of  his  personal  rela- 
tions toward  Governor  Canales,  would  outweigh  the  •embarrassments  likely  to  arise 
with  the  government  in  case  of  his  retention  and  continued  complicity  with  the  raid- 
ing and  outlawry  in  Texas. 

In  closing  our  iLterview  on  this  topic,  Mr.  Lafragua  said  that  he  would  call  the 
attention  of  the  President  to  all  of  my  representations,  and  that  I  might  be  assured 
that  the  government  would  ojmit  no  possible  effort  to  restore  and  preserve  peace  on  the 
Rio  Grande  frontier.  In  closing,  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch. 
No.  214,  of  the  I4th  ultimo,  and  to  report  that  I  have  transmitted  a  copy  of  its  inclosure, 
giving  details  of  the  burning  of  the  post-office  at  Nueces,  Tex.,  to  the  Mexican  foreign, 
office  for  its  information. 
I  am,  «&c., 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 
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Mr.  Foster  to  Mr,  Lafragua. 

Legation  op  the  I/nited  States, 

Mexico,  April  14, 1675. 

Sir  :  I  have  been  instracted  by  ray  goverDment  to  promptly  bring  to  yonr  excel- 
lency's attention  the  depredations  and  oatrages  which  have  recently  been  committed 
in  the  State  of  Texas,  near  the  Rio  Grande,  by  raiding  bauds  from  ifexican  territory, 
and  to  ask  that  yonr  excellency's  government  will  adopt  such  energetic  and  decisive 
measures  as  may  be  necessary  on  its  part  to  punish  the  offenders  and  restore  and  pre- 
serve peace  and  order  on  that  frontier. 

The  Department  of  State  has  been  officially  informed  by  the  Postmaster-General 
that  the  post-office  at  Nueces,  in  Texas,  was,  on  the  26th  ultimo,  robbed  and  burned, 
and  a  mail-carrier  to  San  Antonio  robbed  and  taken  prisoner.  I  inclose  copies  of  the 
correspondence  on  the  subject. 

Although  it  is  not  believed  that  the  acts  referred  to  wore  committed  or  instigated 
by  officers  in  the  service  of  the  Mexican  Government,  they  are  obviously  such  as  must 
create  great  resentment  in  the  quarter  where  they  occurred,  and  will  probably^ead  to 
a  retaliation,  which  will  result  in  augmenting  the  disquiet  and  sense  of  insecarity  on 
the  border. 

I  also  transmit  to  your  excellency  a  copy  of  a  telegram  from  the  governor  of  the 
State  of  Texas  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  iu  which  he  represents  in  strong 
language  the  state  of  alarm  and  insecurity  in  the  country  between  the  Nueces  and 
Rio  Grande,  in  consequence  of  the  depredations  of  organized  bands  of  robbers  from 
the  republic  of  Mexico ;  and  in  which  he  calls  upon  the  President  for  protection  to  the 
people  of  that  region  against  the  invasions,  which  are  increasing  in  force  and  boldness. 

Tnis  protection  will,  of  course,  be  given  to  the  extent  of  the  power  of  the  Govern- 
ment or  the  United  States;  but  I  am  instructed  to  state  to  your  excellency  that  it  is 
expected  that  the  Mexican  Government  will  omit  nothing  which  may  be  in  its  power 
toward  preventing  such  raids  upon  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  and  that  it  will 
do  everything  possible  to  secure  the  punishment,  according  to  law,  of  the  perpetrators 
of  these  outrages. 

It  will  be  very  gratifying  to  me,  .it  an  early  day,  to  be  able  to  inform  my  government 
of  such  action  taken  by  your  excellency's  government  as  will  satisfy  irs  just  expecta- 
tions, restore  peace  and  security  to  the  exposed  citizens  of  Texas,  and  quiet  the  com- 
plaints now  being  made  in  the  United  States. 

Your  excellency  will  please  to  receive  upon  this  occasion  the  reiterated  assurances 
of  my  high  consideration  and  esteem. 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 

His  Excellency  J.  M.  Lafragua, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Ajfairs,  Mexico. 


Mr.  Lafragua  to  Mr,  Foster, 

Department  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

Mexico,  April  17,  1875. 

Sir:  In  your  note  of  the  14th  of  this  month,  your  excellency  is  pleased  to  call  my 
attention  to  the  recent  outrages  committed  on  the  bank  of  the  Rio  Grande  by  bands 
organized  and  proceeding  from  Mexican  territory,  inclosing  therewith  documents  re- 
lating to  the  robbery  and  burning  of  the  post-office  in  Nueces,  Tex.,  and  the  telegram 
addressed  by  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Texas  to  President  Grant,  asking  him  to 
extend  protection  to  people  of  that  region,  and  expressing  the  hope  that  on  the  part  of 
the  Government  of  Mexico  the  most  energetic  and  efficient  measures  may  be  taken  for 
co-operating  with  that  of  the  United  States  in  restoring  tranquillity  to  that  frontier, 
where  the  people  are  greatly  alarmed,  and  the  excitement  which  there  exists  being 
liable  to  lead  to  retaliations  which  will  augment  the  disquiet  and  insecurity  that  reign 
upon  that  frontier. 

In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  to  your  excellency  that,  after  the  government  re- 
ceived notice  of  the  unfortunate  events  to  which  yonr  excellency  refers,  it  addressed  a 
special  recommendation  to  the  government  of  the  States  of  Nuevo  Leon,  Coahnila,  and 
Tamaulipas,  urging  that  they  should  order  whatever  measures  they  might  Judge  proper 
for  guarding  in  the  most  efficacious  manner  the  frontier,  and  for  discovering  and  ar- 
resting the  authors  of  those  outrages,  if  they  should  seek  to  take  refuge  in  Mexican 
territory,  striving  with  all  diligence  to  avoid  a  repetition  of  similar  deeds. 

The  department  of  war,* to  which  was  also  addressed  a  similar  "excitative,"  to  the 
end  that  on  its  part  it  should  adopt  the  necessary  measures,  has  issued  its  orders  to 
the  same  fffect,  increasing  at  once  the  armed  force  on  that  line;  and,  as  a  result  of 
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these  varioas  measnres,  said  department  has  received  the  commnDicatioo,  a  copy  of 
which  I  have  the  hoDor  to  inclose  herewith  to  yonr  excellency,  it  bein^  proper  to  add 
that  the  individaals  Who  in  it  are  said  to  have  been  apprehended,  are  held  as  prison- 
ers at  the  disposition  of  the  federal  government,  it  having  been  ordered  that  they 
be  tried  conformably  to  law,  and  that  Uie  pnnishment  be  applied  to  them  which  they 
deserve. 

In  the  fntnre  the  same  strict  vigilance  will  continue  to  be  exercised  by  every  class 
of  authorities,  to  the  end  that  tranquillity  may  be  restored  on  that  frontier,  and  a  rep- 
etition of  these  scandalous  deeds  be  prevented. 

I  can  assure  your  excellency  tliat  ray  government  is  using  all  the  means  within  its 
reach  to  secure  the  pacification  and  tranquillity  of  the  Rio  Bravo  fron^er,  and  to  pre- 
vent, so  far  as  may  be  possible,  the  repetition  of  similar  outrages. 

Besides,  fresh  reports  have  been  requested  of  the  corresponding  authorities,  which  I 
shall  be  careful  to  commuuicate  to  your  excellency  as  soon  as  they  are  received ;  and 
meanwhile  it  is  pleasant  to  renew  the  assurances  of  the  sincere  regard  and  very  dis- 
tioguishod  consideration  with  which  I  have  the  honor  of  being  your  excellency's  at- 
tentive servant, 

J.  M.  LAFRAGUA. 

His  Excellency  Joiix  W.  Foster, 

Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  PJenipotenliary  of  the  United  States  of  America 


General  M*jia  to  General  Escobedo, 

Dkpartmknt  of  War  and  Marine, 

Mexico,  April  H,  187.5. 

Citizen  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  :  Citizen  Qeneral  Mariano  Escobedo,  in  a  tele- 
gram  of  to-day  from  Monterey,  reports  to  me  the  following : 

*'  The  authority  of  Mier  reports  to  me,  on  the  night  of  the  2d,  thirty  Mexicans  crossed 
the  Rio  Grande,  carrying  some  clothing  which  they  had  stolen  in  Villa  Nneva,  Texan^ 
where  they  burned  a  store ;  and  these  men  on  crossing  the  river  dispersed,  taking  the 
road  to  the  river  San  Juan.  The  police  arrested  two  of  them,  and  they  declared  that 
they  were  taken  by  the  force  which  are  servants  of  that  village.  The  authority  of  Ca- 
margo  reports  to  me  eight  individuals  have  been  arrested  in  that  municipality,  mounted 
and  armed,  appearing  of  bad  character,  of  the  band  to  which  reference  is  made,  which 
passed  between  this  place  and  Mier.  This  I  communicate  to  you  for  your  informa- 
tion." 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  th's  to  yon  for  your  information,  and  the  effects  thereto- 
pertaining. 

Independence  and  liberty. 

mp:jia. 


Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Fish. 

(Foreign  Relations,  1875,  p.  91G.) 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico f  May  14,  1875. 

Sir  :  In  my  dispatch,  No.  279,  of  the  4th  instant,  I  transmitted  a  copy  of  my  note  to 
the  Mexican  minister  of  foreign  aifairs  relative  to  the  late  raid  into  Texas,' with  his 
reply  thereto,  and  also  a  report  of  an  interview  which  I  had  with  the  minister  upon  this 
subject.  On  the  3d  instant  I  sent  the  minister  a  copy  of  the  inclosnre  of  your  dis- 
patch. No.  214,  of  the  14th  ultimo,  giving  further  information  concerning  the  burning 
of  the  post-office  at  Nueces,  Tex.,  and  other  outrages. 

Under  the  date  of  the  7th  instant,  the  minister,  Mr.  Lafragua,  transmitted  to  me 
copies  of  communications  received  by  him  from  the  department  of  war  and  from  the 
governor  of  the  State  cf  Tamaulipas,  in  reference  to  the  measures  ordered  to  guard  the 
Rio  Grande  frontier  and  the  progress  had  in  the  trial  of  the  persons  arrested  upon  sus- 
picion of  having  taken  part  in  the  raid  into  Texas. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  measures  cited  in  said  communications  were  taken  very 
promptly  by  this  government,  ten  days  or  two  weeks  before  the  date  of  jiiy  lirst  note 
to  Mr.  Lafragna,  under  instructions  of  the  department,  making  formal  complaint  of 
these  outrages. 

In  a  note  of  the  11th  instant,  in  thanking  Mr.  Lafragna  for  the  information  furnished,. 
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I  itated  that  I  wonld  for«rard  it  to  my  govennnent,  which  wonld  douhtlees  be  gratified 
to  learn  of  the  measures  adopted,  especially  if  they  shoald  prove  efficacious  in  prevent- 
ing the  passage  of  the  Rio  Grande  of  farther  bands  of  ontlaws  to  commit  depredations 
in  Texas. 

I  am,  &c.. 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 


Mr,  Foster  to  Mr.  Lafragua, 

Legation  of  thk  United  Status, 

MexicOf  May  3,  1875. 

Sir  :  I  inclose  herewith  to  your  excellency  a  copy  of  a  comronnication,  sent  throngh 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  Department  of  State  of  my  government,  giving  fuller  infor- 
mation in  relation  to  the  bnrning  of  the  post-office  at  Nueces,  Tex.,  and  other  oatrages, 
which  were  the  subject  of  the  note  which  I  addressed  to  your  excellency  on  the  14th 
ultimo,  and  to  which  I  had  occasion  to  refer  in  our  interview  of  to-day. 

Your  excellency  will  please- accept  t^e  assurances  of  my  high  consideration  and 
esteem. 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 
His  Excellency  J.  M.  Lafragua, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs^  Mexico. 


Mr,  Lafragua  to  Mr,  Foster, 

Department  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

Mexico,  May  7,  1875. 

Sir  :  In  acknowledging  the  receipt  to  your  excellency  of  your  note  of  the  3d  instant, 
and  its  inclosure  relative  to  the  outrages  which  have  recently  been  committed  in  Texas, 
I  state  to  your  excellency  that,  in  conformity  with  what  I  communicated  to  you  in  my 
note  of  the  17th  ultimo,  there  have  been  ordered,  both  by  this  department  and  that  of 
war,  all  the  measures  which  have  been  thought  most  proper  for  the  arrest,  trial,  and 
punishment  of  the  criminals  which  may  have  sought  refuge  in  Mexican  territory.  As 
your  excellency  will  see  by  the  copies  which  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose,  and  which 
ai'e  of  a  communication  from  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Tamanlipas,  and  of  two  others 
from  the  department  of  war,  the  guard  of  the  line  of  the  Bravo  has  been  increased, 
and  the  arrested  men,  who  had  crossed  the  Rio  Qrande  below  Roma,  after  the  pre- 
liminary investigations  having  been  made,  have  been  sent  nnder  seonre  guard  to  Sal- 
tillo,  where  they  are  at  the  disposition  of  the  government  for  assigning  them  to  the 
proper  authority,  according  as  the  circumstances  of  the  case  mav  require. 

I  reiterate  to  your  excellency  the  protests  of  my  distingnisned  consideration  and 
esteem. 

J.  M.  LAFRAGUA. 

To  His  Excellency  John  W.  Foster, 

Envoy  Extrajordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  Stales  of  America, 


Mr.  Mfjia  to  Mr,  Lafragua, 

Department  of  War  and  Marine, 

Mexico^  April  l5?,  1875. 

Citizen  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs:  Colonel  Jos^  L.  Christo,  in  a  communica- 
tion dated  the  29th  of  March  last  past,  states  to  me  the  following : 

^'As  I  bad  the  honor  to  say  to  yon  in  my  telegram  dated  vesterday,  I  to-day  send 
you  a  certified  copy  of  the  letter  of  the  citizen  Mexican  consul  in  Brownsville,  sent  to 
me  on  the  date  stated  therein,  as  also  the  newspaper  which  I  received  inclosed  therein. 
By  both  of  these  you  will  be  pleased  to  be  informed  of  the  recent  events  which  have 
occurred  in  Texas,  and  the  authors  of  which  are  said  to  be  Mexicans  from  our  territory, 
which,  in  my  judgment,  cannot  be  the  case;  granting  that  it  is  correctly  stated  that 
some  Mexican  robbers  pass  from  this  side  to  Texas,  as  also  those  from  that  side  to  this, 
they  only  engage  in  the  robbery  of  cattle  and  horses,  and  never  attack  a  town,  as  has 
occurred  in  the  present  case ;  for  this  reason  mv  opinion  is  that  the  wrongs  are  com- 
mitted by  individuals  resident  in  Texas  itself^  who,  in  consequence  of  local  State  ques- 
tions, have  risen  up  as  a  kind  of  insurrectionists  against  the  government  of  Texas* 
Notwithstanding  this,  the  same  day  on  which  I  received  the  saidletter,  I  sent  a  force 
of  cavalry  to  pass  along  the  bank  of  the  Rio  as  far  as  Reynosa,  and  I  will  keep  it  con- 
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^tantly  iu  this  service  in  order  to  be  on  the  watch  and  to  be  prepared,  both  for  any- 
thing which  may  occur  and  to  famish  an  opportune  remedy,  of  wuich  I  will  make  re- 
port to  voiir  department,  askin<i;  you,  citizen  minister,  to  ^ive  me  orders  for  the  manner 
in  which  I  should  proceed  in  this  matter,  as  1  greatly  fear  that,  with  the  ideas  only 
peculiar  to  Texas,  efforts  may  be  made  to  complicate  the  events,  making  us  appear 
responsible  for  acts  with  which  we  have  had  no  connection.'' 

I  quote  this  to  yon  for  your  information  and  its  proper  effects,  inclosing  to  yon  copies 
of  the  documents  which  are  cited. 

Independence  and  liberty. 

MEJIA. 


Gavei^nor  Echartea  to  Mr,  Lqfragua. 

GOVKRXMKNT  OF  THE  StATK  OF  TaMAULIPAS, 

Victoria  CUyf  April  22,  ISTfi. 

Citizen  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  Mexico  :  With  due  promptness  the  govern- 
ment of  this  State  has  addressed  the  authorities  of  the  line  of  the  Bravo,  making  known 
to  them  the  contents  of  the  telegrams  which  your  superior  authority  was  pleased  to 
send  me  iu  your  worthy  oommnnioations  of  the  3d  instant,  relative  to  the  local  disor- 
ders or  crimes  committed  in  the  interior  of  Texas,  which  outrages  are  supposed  to  have 
been  perpetrated,  in  part,  by  some  malefactors  resident  in  Mexico,  who  avowedly  went 
to  those  regions  to  commit  acts  of  vandalism ;  with  the  object  that  these  authorities 
may  report  to  this  superior  authority  the  information  which  they  may  obtain,  but 
especially  with  the  object  of  preventing  the  crossing  to  American  territory  of  any  Mex- 
icans to  commit  crimes,  and  also  of  arresting  those  who  may  have  committed  crimes 
there,  and  who  may  come  seeking  a  shelter  in  our  communities. 

Yon  will  please,  citizen  minister,  to  make  known  to  the  citizen  President  that  there 
have  already  been  taken  the  proper  measures  by  this  government,  in  order  that  there 
may  not  be  the  least  oc<:asion  of  complaint  against  the  authorities  of  the  frontier,  stat- 
ing to  yon  that,  on  receiving  the  reports  which  have  been  called  for,  I  will  communi- 
cate them  to  your  department  for  your  superior  information  and  in  compliance  with 
the  request  in  your  worthy  note  cited. 

Independence  and  liberty. 

FRANCISCO  ECHARTEA. 
A.  Per  ALES,  Secretarjf. 


Mr,  FUh  io  Mr,  Foster, 

(Foreign  Relations,  1875,  p.  924.) 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  May  20, 1875. 

Sir  :  Your  dispatch  No.  279,  of  the  4th  instant,  relative  to  Mexican  raids  in  Texas, 
has  been  received.  The  assurances  of  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  that  government  to 
check  them,  which  have  been  given  to  you  by  Mr.  Lafragua,  are  satisfa,ptory,  so  far  as 
they  ^o.  Those  maraudings,  however,  have  of  late  been  so  frequent,  bold,  and  de- 
structive that  they  have  occasioned  much  excitement  iif  the  public  on  this  side  the 
river,  which  will  probably  lead  to  an  expectation  that  acts  on  the  part  of  that  govern- 
ment will  show  the  sincerity  of  its  professions.  We  are  informed  that  a  few  of  the 
raiders  have  been  arrested  on  the  Mexican  side,  and  that  probably  they  are  on  the  way 
to  the  capital  for  trial.  It  is  hoped  that,  if  the  proof  should  warrant  their  conviction, 
they  will  receive  a  full  measure  of  punishment  according  to  law,  so  that  their  fate  may 
serve  as  an  example  for  deterring  imitators. 

I  am  aware  of  no  purpose  here  of  acquiring  an  extension  of  territory  on  that  fron- 
tier. If,  however,  as  has  been  suggested  to  us,  that  government  is  embarrassed  by  the 
risk  of  desertions  iu  sending  a  regular  force  to  that  quarter,  it  might  not  be  indisposed 
to  allow  United  States  troops  to  cross  and  temporarily  occupy  the  territory  whence  the 
raiders  are  in  the  habit  of  coming.  The  tract  for  such  occupation  might  be  embraced 
in  a  line  drawn  from  Matamoros  to  Laredo.  You  will  consequently  sound  the  minister 
for  foreign  affairs  on  this  point,  and  report  the  result. 

It  may  be  regarded  as  frivolous  to  seek  to  Justify  the  hostile  incursions  into  our  ter- 
ritory on  the  ground  of  retaliation  for  similar  excursions  from  this  side.  There  have 
been  none  such,  and  proof  of  the  contrary  is  challeuzed.  Indeed,  the  charge  is  im- 
probable on  its  face,  from  the  fact  that  Mexico,  near  the  border,  holds  out  no  tempta- 
tion to  plunderers  from  this  side,  while  the  reverse  is  the  case  in  respect  to  baits  in 
Texas  for  Mexicans. 
I  am,  <&c , 

HAMILTON  FISH. 
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Mr.  Foster  to  Mr,  Fiah. 

(Foreign  Relations,  1675,  p.  943.) 

Leoatiox  of  thb  Unitej>  Statks. 

Mexico,  June  26,  1875. 

Sir:  Referriiij;  to  your  dispatch  No.  228,  of  the  20th  nltimo,  relatinji^  to  the  Mexican 
raids  in  Texas,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I,  this  morning,  called  at  the  Mexican 
foreign  otfice  and  had  an  interview  with  Mr.  Lafrasua,  in  conformity  with  iuHtractioon 
contained  in  your  dispatch.  As  the  conversation  had  a  wider  range  than  the  sx>ecific 
topic  presented  by  me,  I  deem  it  important  to  ftive  yon  a  somewhat  extended  report  of 
tie  interview,  in  order  to  enable  you  the  better  to  understand  the  pi>litical  condition 
of  this  country  and  the  enibarrassnieuts  which  surround  the  pruseat  administration. 
I  referred  to  the  reco'pt  i>y  you  of  my  dispatchps,  in  which  I  had  coramnuicated  the 
assurances  given  by  Mr.  Lafragua  of  th»*  dispo.Hition  of  the  Mexican  Government  to  do 
all  within  its  power  to  repress  the  Rio  Grande  border  troubles,  and  to  the  satisfaction 
with  which  they  had  been  received ;  but  I  stated  that  these  assurances  alone  were  not 
sufficient,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  maraudings  from  Mexican  territory  continued  to 
be  frequent,  bold,  and  destructive, and  caused  much  public  excitement  in  Texas;  that 
it  was  expected  that  more  energetic  measures  would  be  used  by  the  Mexican  author- 
ities. Mr.  Lafragua  said  his  government  had  done  all  that  was  pos<»ible  up  to  the 
present ;  that  it  had  issued  stringent  instructions  to  the  authorities  on  that  frontier, 
and  had  arrested  several  of  the  supposeil  raiders,  as  he  had  previously  informed  me, 
and  that  their  trial  was  progressing.  He  had  seen  the  report  of  the  preliminary  exam- 
ination, the  first  stages  of  the  trial,  and  that  while  the  suspicions  of  guilt  were  strong, 
he  feared  it  might  be  difficult  to  obtain  proof  sufficient  to  convict  them  upon  trial. 

It  may  be  pro]>er  for  me  to  state  in  this  connection  that  these  prisoners  have  not  been 
brought  to  this  capital  for  trial  as  your  dispatch  infers,  but  they  were  taken  by  the 
troops  to  Saltillo,  the  capital  of  the  State  of  Coahuila,  and,  by  order  of  General  Esco- 
bedo,  division  commander,  were  placed  on  trial  by  a  military  commission ;  and  he  was 
about  to  administer  to  them  summary  punishment,  when,  by  orders  from  the  supreme 
government  at  this  capital,  he  was  instructed  to  suspend  the  military  proceedings,  as 
unwarranted  by  law,  and  to  turn  them  over  to  the  judicial  authorities  for  civil  trial. 

Mr.  Laf raguav  said  the  troubles  on  the  border  were  an  evil  common  to  both  sides; 
that  raids  occurred  from  Texas  into  Mexico  as  well,  and  referred  to  the  reported  assault 
of  Texans  recently  on  Cortina's  hacienda,  in  the  State  of  Tamaulipas.  I  asked  him 
what  information  he  had  on  the  subject,  when  he  replied,  nothing  but  the  newspaper 
reports ;  no  official  information  had  been  received. 

I  then  gave  him  the  declaration  contained  in  your  diHpatch.  that  no  incursions  had 
been  made  into  Mexican  territory  from  Texas,  and  that  proof  was  challenged  to  the 
contrary.  I  asked  him  to  furnish'me  with  any  information  he  might  have  to  substan- 
tiate the  statement  which  he  had  just  made  ti  me,  as  the  department  at  Washington 
was  in  possession  of  none  such,  and  it  was  desirable  that  both  governments  should  be 
informed  as  to  the  real  situation.  Mr.  Lafragua  promised  to  examine  the  data  in  his^ 
department  and  ask  information  of  the  governors  of  Tamaulipas  and  Coahuila,  and 
advise  me  of  the  result.  I  remarked  that  I  supposed  your  declaration  referred  to 
recent  times  and  events,  and  may  not  have  been  intended  to  reach  back  for  years ;  what 
both  governments  were  concerned  about  was  to  punish  the  recent  depredators  and  to 
repress  the  depredations  for  the  future. 

Mr.  Lafragua  said  that  your  interview  with  Mr.  Mariscal  had  been  fully  reported  to 
him,  and  that  the  border  troubles  had  been  much  discusiied  and  Ci)ti8idered  by  the 
President  and  cabinet;  that  it  was  apparently  impossible  to  suppress  the  evil  abso- 
lutely; that  all  that  could  be  expected  was  to  restrain  and  diminish  it.  as  much  as 
IKissible  ;  that  the  long  line  of  conterminous  territory  m^de  it  impracticable  testation 
an  array  along  the  whole  extent  of  the  frontier ;  and  he  asked  me  if  I  had  any  uieasureH 
to  suggest  to  remedy  the  disorder.  I  re])Iied  that  I  deemed  it  quite  feasible  t<o  adopt 
measures  to  so  rei)re8s  and  diminish  the  raids  as  to. make  them  lose  importance  and 
cease  to  be  a  cause  of  complaint.  In  the  first  place  the  locality  of  the  troubles  was 
not  along  the  whole  line  of  the  extensive  border  of  the  two  countries,  but  was  mainly 
confined  to  the  comparatively  small  portion  of  it  between  Matamoros  and  Laredo,  on 
the  Rio  Grande;  and  that  it  was  practicable  to  so  garrison  that  region  as  almost  en- 
tirely to  put  an  end  to  the  raids. 

I  then  mentioned  that  it  had  been  suggested  to  you  that  the  Mexican  Government 
is  embarrassed  by  the  risk  of  desertions  m  sending  troops  to  that  quarter.  Mr.  La- 
fragua answered  that  this  was  one  reason,  but  there  were  others.  The  situation  of  the 
country  would  not  permit  it,  as  the  revolutionary  state  of  affairs  in  Michoiican,  the 
troubles  on  the  Guatemala  border,  and  the  pending  elections  required  troops  at  many 
and  very  distant  points  ;  and,  besides,  in  the  condition  of  the  treasury  the  government 
could  not  afford  to  maintain  a  large  army  on  the  Rio  Grande  frontier.  1  replied  that, 
if  I  understood  him  correctly,  tCeie  were  three  reasons  why  his  government  was 
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usable  to  maintain  peace  and  restrain  raids  from  Mexico  into  Texas:  First,  troops 
could  not  be  sent  to  that  quarter  without  fear  of  desertions;  second,  the  internal 
troubles  of  the  country  rendered  it  impossible  ;  and,  third,  in  the  state  oif  the  national 
treasury  a  sufficiently  larf^e  force  could  not  be  maintained  on  the  Rio  Grande.  I  then 
stated  that  I  was  authorized  to  assure  him  that  my  government  hod  no  information  of 
any  design  for  acquiring  an  extension  of  territory  on  that  frontier,  but  the  governor 
and  citizens  of  Texas  were  clamorous  in  their  demands  upon  the  Federal  government 
for  protection  ;  and  that  the  public  press  in  the  United  States,  in  reporting  these  fre- 
quent incursions  and  depredations,  was  creating  a  strong  public  sentiment  in  favor  of 
an  aggressive  and  vigorous  policy  on  the  part  of  the  government.  The  acknowledg- 
uient  of  the  inability  of  his  government  to  restrain  the  lawlessness  of  its  own  citizens, 
as  just  made  by  him,  would  afford  the  strongest  possible  argument  to  whatever  advo- 
cates of  the  acquisition  of  territory  there  might  be  in  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Lafragua  said  the  adoption  of  any  such  policy  would  be  a  greater  evil  than  the 
present  troubles.  I  replied  that,  however  much  both  governments  might  regret  it,  in 
the  light  of  such  facts,  with  the  continuance  of  the  raids,  the  spirit  of  territorial 
acquisition  could  not  fail  to  increase. 

1  then  told  him  that,  as  he  had  asked  me  to  propose  a  remedy  for  these  evils,  I  would 
venture  to  do  so. 

I  was  not  blind  to  the  present  political  situation  of  Mexico,  and  felt  that  what  he 
had  stated  as  to  the  embarrassments  which  rendered  it  di(licult  for  his  government  to 
put  an  end  to  the  troubles  on  the  border  was,  unfortunately,  in  a  measure  true.  But 
it  was  in  the  power  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  provide  a  remedy,  with 
the  approval  or  consent  of  that  of  Mexico.  I  referred  to  the  embarrassments  under 
which  the  American  Army  on  that  frontier  labored ;  that  it  either  had  no  notice  of  the 
organization  of  raiding  bands  on  the  Mexican  side  of  the  river,  or,  if  it  had  such 
notice,  was  powerless  to  disperse  them ;  and  that  the  bands  were  generally  able  to 
cross  the  river,  avoid  the  posts,  commit  their  depredations,  and  recross  in  safety  before 
they  could  be  overtaken  by  the  troops,  as  the  frontier  line  was  a  barrier  which  afforded 
them  complete  protection.  It  is  this  barrier  which  renders  the  American  Army  iu  a 
great  measure  powerless  to  prevent  or  punish  this  outlawry. 

The  remedy  which  I  would  propose  is  permission  for  the  regular  troops  of  the 
United  States  to  follow  the  raiders  across  the  border  when  in  close  pursuit,  or,  what 
would  be  still  more  efficacious,  permission  to  temporarily  occupy  certain  points  on  the 
Mexican  side  where  the  raiders  are  accustomed  to  cross  the  river.  I  was  of  the  opin- 
ion that  then  the  troubles  would  soon  cease.  But  Mr.  Lafragna  said  the  executive  has 
no  authority  to  grant  such  permission  without  the  consent  of  Congress,  and  it  would 
not  be  prudent  to  ask  for  this  consent ;  the  sentiment  of  thecoantry  would  not  approve 
it;  and  he  referred  to  the  indignation  occasioned  by  the  passage  into  Mexican  territory 
'  of  General  Mackenzie.  I  replied  that  General  Mackenzie  crossed  without  authority  from 
either  government ;  but,  if  permission  was  given,  the  necessity  for  it  would  be  known 
to  the  public,  and  there  would  be  no  violation  of  national  sovereignty,  and  good  citi- 
zens ought  to  be  satisfied. 

•  •••««« 

I  am,  <&o., 

•  JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 


Governor  Coke  to  General  Ordj  commanding  Department  of  Texas, 

(H.  Report  343,  44th  Congress,  first  session,  p.  73.) 

ExKCOTiVE  Office,  State  of  Texas, 

Justin,  April  24,  1&75, 

Gknehal:  Your  dispatch  of  the.20th  came  during  my  absence  from  the  capital.  I 
have  to  say  in  reply  that  I  will,  to  the  extent  that  I  have  the  x>ower,  co-operate  most 
heartily  with  you  iu  an  effort  to  give  protection  and  peace  to  the  people  of  the  Rio 
Grande  border. 

Your  suggestion,  that  I  direct  civil  officers  authorized  to  make  arrests  to  accompany 
your  mounted  troops  on  duty  in  that  country,  I  have  no  authority  or  power  to  accede 
to.  Justices  of  the  peace  and  sheriffs  or  their  deputies  would  be  necessary  for  the  is- 
suance and  execution  of  warrants  of  arrest.  These  are  local  officers,  who  have  authority 
only  within  the  territorial  limits  of  their  respective  counties,  and  whose  duties  are  de- 
fined by  law.  They  are  not  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  governor  or  under  his  coutrol. 
I  will  request  these  and  all  other  officers  of  the  State  government  to  use  all  their  legal 
authority  in  aid  of  the  efforts  of  your  troops  to  bring  to  punishment  the  marauders  who 
have  been,  and  are  now,  invading  Texas  irom  Mexico.  This  is  all  that  I  can  do  in  that 
direction.    The  tenor  of  the  dispatch  of  the  General  of  the  Army  to  you,  embodied  iu 

9a 
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jonrs  to  me,  indicates  that  tlie  State  aatboritles  are  expected  to  deal  with  these 
troubles  in  the  first  instance,  to  be  aided  Trhen  necessary  by  the  troops  ander  yoar 
eouinand.  ^  I  cannot  but  believe  that  this  view  results  from  want  of  information  of 
the  actual.condition  of  affairs  on  the  Rio  Grande.  The  country  between  the  Rio  Graodo 
and  Nueces  has  been  invaded  and  plundered,  and  many  of  the  citizens  killed,  by  organ- 
ized bands  of  marauders  from  Mexico.  Of  this  there  is  no  doubt  or  question.  I  am 
iu  daily  receipt  of  information  of  the  most  atrocious  outrages  committed  in  that  conntry 
by  these  bandits.  There  is  no  domestic  disturbance  there.  The  courts  are  being  held 
and  the  law  administered  as  usual,  except  when  interfered  with  by  the  invaders  from 
Mexico. 

The  civil  officers  need  no  aid,  and  none  is  asked  for  in  executing  the  laws  of  the  State 
among  the  people  of  the  State,  but  that  country  has  in  many  parts  been  actually  de- 
|iopuIated.  The  people  have  left  their  ranches  and  gone  to  the  towns  for  protection. 
Many  have  been  killed  and  a  large  amount  of  property  has  been  burned  and  other- 
wise destroyed,  and  much  has  been  taken  and  carried  into  Mexico.  No  security  exists 
there  for  life  or  property,  and  the  people  are  imploring  assistance  and  protection.  All 
this  is  the  work  of  marauders  from  Mexico,  not  a  casual,  exceptional,  or  rare  condi- 
tion, but  the  climax  of  the  series  of  outrages  that  have  been  for  years  past  perpetrated 
on  that  country  by  the  same  people,  which  have  grown  bolder  each  year,  until  they 
have  become  intolerable,  and  must  be  checked  or  the  country  abandoned  to  these 
ibreign  robbers.  The  General  Government  of  Mexico  acknowledges  its  impotence  to 
restrain  these  invasions,  while  it  is  believed  to  be  susceptible  of  proof  that  the  authori- 
ties of  some  of  the  States  of  the  republic  instigate  and  approve  them. 

It  does  seem  to  me  that  these  circumstances  clearly  distinguish  the  question  here 
from  that  presented  in  an  isolated  and  casual  case  of  an  unauthorized  foray  of  foreign 
marauders,  whom  the  State  should  deal  with  for  an  infraction  of  the  laws,  and  mark 
it  as  one  proi^er  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  National  Government  with  energy  and  vigor. 
To  throw  upon  Texas  the  burden  of  defending  a  national  boundary  against  such  con- 
stant, persistent,  and  open  attacks,  while  she  is  contributing  her  quota  to  the  sup- 
port of  the  Army  and  Government  of  the  United  States,  would  surely  be  unjust,  while, 
to  my  mind,  a  clear  deprivation  of  her  Constitutional  right  to  be  defended  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  common  government.  She  is  already  maintaining  at  heavy  expense  two 
companies  of  mounted  men  on  the  Lower  Rio  Grande,  but  the  great  extent  of  the  line 
to  be  guarded  and  the  character  of  attack  to  be  met  demands  much  more  extensive 
and  comprehensive  means  and  measures,  besides  resources  beyond  the  ability  of  the 
State  to  command.  The  expense  of  assisting  in  the  defense  of  the  Indian  frontier 
which  the  State  has  been  compelled  to  incur  is  verj*  onerous,  and  if  to  this  is  to  bo 
added  that  of  piotecting  the  Mexican  frontier,  the  burden  will  be  greater  than  the 
State  can  bear. 

If  the  condition  of  affairs  on  the  Rio  Grande  were  properly  understood  at  Washing- 
ton, I  do  not  believe  that  any  difference  of  opinion  would  exist  between  the  authorities 
there  and  the  government  of  Texas  as  to  where  the  burden  of  protecting  the  people 
of  the  Rio  Grande  border  should  rest.  I  hope  it  will  yet  be  properly  understood  and 
acted  on.ther^.    In  the  mean  time  I  tender  to  you,  general,  all  that  is  within  the 

Sowtr  of  the  State  government  to  do,  in  co-operation  with  the  efforts  of  the  United 
tates  forces  nnder  youif  command,  in  procuring  peace  and  a  feeling  of  security  for  the 
people  of  the  Rio  Grande  country. 

I  would  be  pleased  to  be  informed  by  you  from  time  to  time  of  such  facts  on  this 
general  subject  in  connection  with  the  movements  of  your  troops  as  you  may  be  at 
liberty  to  communicate  and  as  might  be  important  for  me  to  know. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RICHD.  COKE, 
Governor  of  Texas. 
General  E.  O.  C.  Ord, 

JSan  AntoniOj  Tex. 


Governor  Coke  to  President  Grant. 

(H.  Report  343,  P^orty-fourth  Congress,  1st  sess.,  p.  76.) 

Executive  Office,  State  of  Texas, 

Austin,  May  29,  1875. 

Mr.  Pkesident  :  It  again  becomes  my  duty  to  call  your  attention  to  the  extraordinary 
condition  of  affairs  in  that  portion  of  the  territory  of  this  State  bordering  the  Rio 
Grande  River,  and  extending  back  for  the  most  part  to  the  river  Nueoes.  The  invasion 
of  that  conntry  by  predatory  bands  from  the  republic  of  Mexico,  to  which  your  atten- 
tion was  called  by  my  communication  of  March  30,  continues  unabated,  and  is  of  a 
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character  to  be  uo  lonje^er  borno.  CitizoDS  are  ho'wtc  niunlored,  thousands  of  cattle 
Iteing  driven  across  the  Rio  Grande,  the  roads  are  infested  with  bands  of  robbers, 
ranches  and  plantations  are  abandoned,  the  owners  seeking  safety  in  flight  to  the 
towns,  and  on  acconnt  of  the  terror  in  the  country,  and  the  absence  of  atw  secarity 
for  life  or  property,  revenue-oftloers  of  the  State  are  unable  io  assess  or  collect  taxes. 

The  country  must  be  defended,  or  our  people  and  jurisdiction  be  left  to  tlfe  mercy  of 
foreign  robbers.  The  forays  which  have  devastated  and  are  daily  desolating  that 
country,  have  been  for  a  year  past  and  are  now  growing  bolder  in  execution  and  more 
extensive  in  their  proportions,  and  give  abundant  evidence  that  they  are  the  mani- 
festation of  an  organized  and  settled  purpose  to  overrun  that  countrv.  General  Cor- 
tina, a  notorious  Mexican  bandit,  who,  on  a  former  occasion,  invaded  that  country 
with  a  large  force,  is  believed  to  be  one  of  the  principal  instigators  of  the  present  war 
on  that  border.  I  have  two  companies  of  State  troops  on  duty  in  that  country,  but 
they,  as  well  as  the  forces  of  the  United  States,  are  powerless  as  long  as  the  Rio  Grande 
RK'-er  is  an  inviolable  line,  beyond  which  the  invauers  cannot  be  plirsued.  There  is, 
in  my  judgment,  no  efficient  mode  of  defending  the  Texas  border  other  than  through 
retaliatory  measures  on  the  territory  and  people  west  of  the  Rio  Grande.  The  informa- 
tion I  give  you  as  to  the  deplorable  condition  of  that  country,  and  the  imniinence  of  a 
sanguinary  border-war,  is  corroborated  fully  by  General  Ord,  in  his  correspondence 
with  me.  Necessity  for  prompt  action  exists,  and  must  be  taken  by  the  State  author- 
ities unless  the  arm  of  the  General  Government  is  interposed  in  our  defense.  I  respect- 
fully but  earnestly  ask  that  relief  be  given,  and  the  State  authorities  relieved  of  the 
responsibility  of  dealing  with  this  subject,  which  pertains  properly  to  the  national 
administration. 

I  invite  the  attention  of  your  Excelloncv  to  the  inclosed  extract  from  a  letter  writ- 
ten by  myself  on  this  subject  to  General  6rd,  commanding  in  this  department,  whifh 
gives  my  views  more  in  detail. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RICH'D  COKE, 

Oovemar, 

His  Excellency  U.  S.  Grant, 

Jfashinglorif  D.  C, 


\  Executive  Office,  State  of  Texas, 

AuHin,  May  24,  1875. 

General:  •«»#*# 

*  *    Referring  to  yours  of  the  loth,  I  have  to  say  that  on  the  30th  day 

of  March  last,  I  communicated  to  the  President  the  condition  of  the  country  between 
the  Rio  Grande  and  Nueces  Rivers,  in  as  strong  terms  as  I  could  command,  and  ur^ed 
the  neoeeaity  for  immediate  relief.  I  gave  him  full  information  of  the  continued  in- 
vasions from  Mexico,  which  then,  as  now,  destroyed  all  security  for  life  oc  property 
in  that  country.  I  will  immediately  communicate  again  to  him  the  same  facts.  I  dif- 
fer, however,  somewhat  with  you  as  to  the  proper  remedy  for  this  state  of  affairs.  I 
do  not  believe  that  a  remedy  for  the  evils  this  country  labors  under  is  to  be  found  in  a 
su8i>en8ion  of  the  writ  of  kabea»  corpusy  or  of  the  civil  laws,  if  authority  existed  in  any 
executive  officer  to  order  such  suspension. 

The  prime  cause  of  the  distarbed  condition  of  the  Rio  Grande  border  is  the  continu- 
ous invasion  by  lawless  men  from  Mexico  of  that  country.  The  Mexican  iiopulation 
on  this  side  of  the  Rio  Grande  are  usually  a  tractable,  docile  people,  perfectly  submis- 
sive to  lawfnl  authority,  whether  civil  or  military ;  that  has  always  been  their  his- 
tory. There  are  a  great  many  most  excellent  citizens  among  them — Indeed  a  great 
majority  of  them  are  of  that  cbaraoter.  If  lawless  men  from  Mexico  who  invade  that 
eonntry  were  kept  out,  the  civil  authorities  wonld  have  no  difficulty  in  dealing  with 
law-breakers  among  the  citizens  of  Texas  of  Mexican  origin. 

These  invasions  have  been  occurring  so  regularly,  have  been  so  bold,  and  have 
been  marked  with  such  impunity  that  the  Texas  Mexicans,  who  are  simple  people- 
many  of  them  very  ignorant — peculiarly  exposed  as  they  are  to  the  depredations  of 
these  robbers,  have  been  led  to  doubt  the  ability  of  our  government  to  give  them  pro- 
tection, and  through  ignorance  and  fear  for  the  safety  of  themselves  and  property 
rather  than  sympathy  for  the  marauders,  have,  in  some  instances,  given  them  aid  and 
comfort.  If  assured  of  protection  against  the  vengeance  of  these  bandits,  they  are 
well  disposed  and  loyal  to  our  government,  and  will  perform  their  part  in  expelling 
them  from  the  country. 

I  do  not  believe  that  there  is  any  necessity  for  putting  these  people  under  martial 
law  or  for  suspending  the  writ  of  hdbecLa  corpus^  but  think  that  they  should  be  relieved  of 
the  domination  of  invaders  from  Mexico  by  holding  the  people  and  territory  on  the  west 
side  of  fhe  R^o  Grande  responsible.    If  this  were  done,  and  the  power  of  the  .govern- 
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ment  nianifested  in  behalf  of  the  people  on  this  side  of  the  river,  the  work  would  be 
accomplished,  and  in  ray  jadgnient,  nothing  less  will  do  it. 

Impunity  has  emboldened  the  iuvaders,  and  has  subjugated  a  large  portion  of  the 
Mexican  population  on  this  ^ide  to  passive  acquiescence  in  their  raids.  If  terror 
were  stricken  into  the  invaders,  and  their  insigniticance  demonstrated  by  prompt  ac- 
tion on  the  *part  of  our  govern  meat,  the  Mexican  citizens  on  this  side  would  be  re- 
lieved of  their  fears,  and  feeling  assured  of  the  ability  as  well  as  the  will  of  the 
govornment  to  protect  them,  would  need  no  other  stimulus  to  a  discharge  of  their 
duties  as  citizens. 

No  force  that  the  United  States  Government  will  probably  keep  on  the  Rio  Grande 
can  prevent  the  invasions  which  disturb  that  country.  Peace  cannot  be  secured  by 
confining  the  operation  of  troops  to  this  side  of  the  river.  As  long  as  the  west  bank 
of  the  river  is  an  inviolable  sanctuary  for  the  marauders,  they  will  depredate  on  us 
as  heretofore. 

There  is  no  stipulation  in  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo  which  entitles  as  to 
demand  the  delivery  of  Mexican  citizens  who  come  upon  our  territory  [and  commit 
offenses.  They  may  murder  and  rob  at  pleasure,  and  be  periectly  safe  if  they  can 
cross  the  Rio  Grande  before  pursuers  can  catch  them.  The  river  is  fordable  almost 
anywhere  above  Brownsville,  aud  the  country  is  peculiarly  favorable  for  predatory 
operations. 

Whenever  Texas  is  successfully  defended  against  the  invaders,  it  must  be  done 
through  retaliatory  measures  upon  the  people  and  territory  west  of  the  Rio  Grande. 
In  my  judgment,  as  long  as  the  Mexican  Government  is  nnable  or  unwilling  to  con- 
trol her  lawless  population,  thei*e  is  no  other  mode  of  defense. 

I  have  sent  General  Steele,  an  officer  of  intelligence  and  discretion,  to  the  Rio 
Grande  to  investigate  and  report  upon  the  condition  of  that  country  and  the  causes 
of  the  disturbances  there«  and  the  best  means  of  quieting  them  aud  producing  a  feel- 
ing of  security  among  the  people.  I  instructed  him  to  pass  through  San  Antonio  and 
confer  with  you  on  the  subject. 

I  would  be  much  pleased  to  see  you  here  en  route  north.  I  desire  sincerely  to  act  in 
fall  harmony  with  you  in  whatever  is  done  for  the  restoration  of  peace  on  the  Rio 
Grande,  and  believe  that  a  personal  interview  having  that  object  in  view  will  result 
advantageously.  A  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  State  Agricultural  and 
Mechanical  College,  of  which  the  governor  is  president,  was  some  time  ago  ordered  at 
Bryan  on  the  1st  of  June.  I  will  leave  Austin  on  the  last  day  of  this  month  to  attend 
that  meeting,  to  be  absent  until  the  6th  or  7th  proximo.  I  speak  of  this  because  yon 
express  the  intention  to  pass  through  Austin  about  the  1st  of  June,  and  a  desire  to  see 
me,  and  with  the  hope  tuat  yonr  business  or  convenience  will  permit  an  accommoda- 
tion of  your  movements  to  the  necessity  which  constrains  my  absence  at  the  time 
indicated,  as  I  desire  very  much  to  confer  with  you. 
Very  respectfully, 

RICH'D  COKE,  Governor. 

General  £.  O.  C.  Ord, 

Brigadier-General,  V.  S.  J.,  Commanding  Department  of  Texas,  San  Antonio,  Tex.' 


General  Ord  to  the  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 
(H.  Report  343,44th  Cong.,  Ist  sess.,  p.  78.) 

Chicago,  III.,  June  3, 1875. 

CoLONKL :  Before  leaving  San  Antonio,  Tex.,  I  received  a  letter,  dated  May  24,  from 
the  governor,  Richard  Coke,  in  which  he  argued  that,  as  a  matter  of  policy,  propriety, 
and  ability,  it  devolved  on  the  general  government  to  at  once  take  steps  to  check  the 
invasion  of  the  country  on  the  Lower  Kio  Grande,  by  Mexican  marauders,  in  armed 
bands,  who  were  plundering  the  country,  murdering  inhabitante — Americans — aud 
driving  peaceable  citizens  into  the  towns  |  and  the  governor  states,  in  his  letter,  that 
there  is  no  law.  State  or  Federal,  authorizing  him  to  call  out  a  force  to  repel  the  inva- 
sion, and  he  does  not  see  how  he  can  do  it. 

Aoout  the  time  his  letter  was  dated,  his  adjutant-general  passed  through  San  An- 
tonio, en  route  to  the  frontier,  consulted  me,  and  then  went  on  to  examine  into  the 
extent  and  character  of  the  invasion,  and  since  my  arrival  here  I  have  received  the 
following  dispatch : 

San  Antonio,  Tex.,  May  29,  1870. 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  O.  Ord, 

Care  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Military  Division  of  the  Missouri,  Chicago,  III, 

The  following  telegram  was  received  to-day  from  Gov.  R.  Coke,  State  of  Texas  : 
**  Your  dispatch  received.    I  have  written  the  President  to-day,  if  the  Federal  Gov- 
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-eroment  does  not  act  promptly  in  defease  of  Rio  Grande  border,  the  State  anthorities 
must  and  will,  with  sach  force  as  is  adequate  to  its  protection,  certainly  not  less  than 
-ono  thousand  men,  and  most  probably  more/' 

J.  H.  TAYLOR, 
Asnstant  Adjutant- General, 

I  learned  from  post  commander  at  Ringgold  Barracks,  on  the  28th,  that  the  State  troops 
had  replaced  a  company  of  the  Ninth  Cavalry,  which  I  had  called  in  from  Edinburg,  and 
that  they  woald  probably,  under  orders  they  bad  received  from  the  governor,  cross  the 
river  in  pursuit  of  marauders.  As  the  force  of  State  or  United  States  troops  now  there  is 
entirely  too  small,  to  warrant  its  crossing,  and  that  of  the  Mexican  bandits,  I  am  in- 
formed by  the  military  commanders  there  and  by  Colonel  Davis,  inspector-general,  are 
able  to  muster  probably  two  thousand  well-armed  men  on  their  side  of  the  river,  and 
about  a  thousand  on  the  side  that  >ve  used  to  claim,  all  ready  to  assemble  on  short 
notice,  such  crossing  would  probably  be  disastrous.  I  therefore  recommend  that  a  reg- 
iment of  white  cavalry  be  at  once  placed  at  my  disposal  for  service  on  the  lower  river, 
and,  if  practicable,  a  light-draught  iron-clad  be  sent  to  the  Brazos,  by  the  Navy  De- 
partment, provided  with  a  sufficient  number  of  steam-launches  to  patrol  the  Rio 
Grande.  The  latter  measure  would,  I  am  informed  by  intelligent  gentlemen  living  on 
the  river,  be  better  than  a  regiment  of  cavalry  to  stop  the  marauding ;  it  could  show 
continually  where  parties  had  recently  crossed  into  American  territory,  or  might  be 
crossing,  and  as  the  telegraph  is  being  laid  on  the  banks,  cavalry  stationed  along  the 
river)  an  exceedingly  crooked  one)  could  get  notice  and  proceed  to  the  point  ana  take 
the  trail.  As  it  is  now,  these  bands  can,  and  do,  assemble  at  points  on  the  east  bank 
of  the  river,  decided  to  be  Mexican  territory,  and,  under  cover  of  the  dense  chaparral 
covering  the  country,  can  be  well  in  the  interior  before  cavalry  could  get  on  their  trail, 
though  the  latter  may  have  patrols  out  nightly  and  be  within  a  few  miles  of  the  cross- 
ing. 

I  will  add  that  the  civil  and  military  authorities  all  agree  in  their  statements  that 
the  country  on  the  east  bank  of  the  river,  outside  of  the  towns,  is  virtually  in  the 
hands  of  these  marauders ;  that  no  civil  process  can  be  served  on  them  or  the  inhabi- 
tants (their  confederates)  where  the  civil  officer  is  not  accompanied  by  a  strong  force; 
that  the  few  Americans  left  on  the  lower  river  are  in  daily  dread  of  being  plundered 
and  murdered;  that  they  write  to  me,  in  the  language  of  Deputy-Collector  Box, 
•of  Edinburg, ''  In  fact  we,  the  Americans  living  in  this  county,  live  all  the  time  in 
dread.  It  has  become  so  common  for  the  bandits  to  cross  the  river  and  murder  Amer- 
icans, that  we  think  it  is  only  a  question  of  time  as  to  our  lives." 
I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 
Brigadier- Genera f ,  Commanding, 

Col.  R.  C.  Drum, 

Aasifftant  Adjutant- General,  U.  S.  J., 

ffeadquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Missouri ,  Chicago ,  lU, 


Special  report  of  Inspector-General  DaviSt  Unittd  Slates  Army. 

(H.  Report  343,  44th  Cong.,  1st  sess.,  p.  143.) 

San  Antonio,  Tex.,  May  14, 1875. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  special  report  of  affairs  in  this  State 
along  the  Rio  Grande,  briefly  alluded  to  in  my  letter  from  Fort  Brown,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  War  Department. 

The  importance  of  the  subject  seefns  to  demand  some  action  to  correct  the  existing 
evils,  and  for  the  protection  of  the  United  States  troops  while  in  the  proper  discharge 
of  their  duties. 

From  good  and  reliable  information  it  is  established  a.«  a  fact  that  organized  bands 
of  armed  Mexicans  cross  over  the  river  from  Mexico  into  Texas,'where  they  are  joined 
and  aided  by  their  leagued  confederates,  Mexicans,  to  steal  cattle,  horses,  and  mules, 
rob  stores  and  houses,  and  massacre  unoffending  and  innocent  persons,  in  the  country 
between  the  Rio  Grande  and  the  Nueces  River.  Tliis  marauding  upon  the  section  of 
country  named  has  been  carried  on  for  years,  more  or  less,  but  for  the  past  year  it  has 
been  practiced  to  such  an  extent  that  life  and  property  are  insecure,  and  the  better 
I'lasses  of  people  having  property,  and  especially  Americans,  are  fleeing  to  the  towns 
for  the  protection  of  their  lives;  among  these  are  persons  who  have  lived  in  the  coun- 
try and  with  Mexicans  for  many  years. 

Messrs.  Fulton,  Morreli,  Loveil,  Hill,  and  Walker  are  the  victims  among  Americans, 
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or  some  of  theui,  ^rho  Lave  Ibis  year  fallen  by  tbe  bands  of  tbese  Mexican  assassios. 
Otbern  bave  been  firtd  at,  and  warned  that  a  price  has  been  paid  for  tbeir  bends,  or 
that  they  are  *'  marked,"  and  tbeir  time  will  soon  come.  The  deputy  collector  at 
Edinburgh  and  sheriff  there,  1  was  told,  bad  received  sncb  warning  from  across  the 
river.  Lovell  was  a  deputy  collector  and  postmaster,  I  believe,  at  Carrizo.  Mexicans 
are  also  killed.  Any  one  who  aids  in  arresting  and  bringing  to  justice  tbese  brigands^ 
or  gives  information  regarding  tbeir  cattle-thieving  or  murders,  place  tbeir  own  lives 
in  jeopardy  from  the  vengeance  of  these  bloody  highwaymen.  Soldiers,  while  in  tbe 
lawful  discharge  of  their  duties,  have  been  shot  down,  murdered  and  mutilated,  by 
these  maranding  Mexicans,  and  now  three  lie  in  a  felon's  prison  under  tbe  indictment 
of  murder,  of  which  they  are  innocent,  and  were  so  declared  at  the  time  of  tbe  affair 
by  a  coroner's  inquest,  which  was  quite  thorough  in  the  investigation  and  lasted  three 
days.  Officers  are  indicted  and  tried  for  various  offenses,  for  simply  attempting  to 
protect  life  and  property  against  tbe  lawless  acts  of  tbese  Mexicans.  Tlie  civil  antbori- 
tieSy  such  as  Mexican  justices  of  the  peace  and  juries,  are  more  or  less  colleagues  of  the 
marauders,  and  aid  them,  or  are  afraid  to  punish  them.  If  current  report  can  be  be- 
lieved, they  are  in  collusion  with  and  are  in  fear  of  them. 

About  January  26,  a  patrol  of  one  non-commissioned  officer  and  four  men  were  sent 
out  from  Ringgold  Barracks  to  patrol  and  watch  the  river,  and  prevent  the  Mexicans 
running  cattle  across  into  Mexico.  At  night,  while  this  patrol  were  bivouacked  at  or 
near  a  ranch,  El  Grullo  or  Solice,  some  sixteen  miles  below  tbe  post,  it  was  tired  into 
from  tbe  ranch.  The  non-commissioned  officer  went  to  the  head  man  of  tbe  village 
and  asked  tbe  cause  of  this  attack;  getting  no  satisfaction,  and  seeing  many  armed 
men  there,  he  returned  to  his  men,  saddled  up  and  moved  off;  bnt  a  short  distance 
from  the  ranch  this  patrol  was  ambuscaded,  tired  upon,  killing  two  soldiei^s ;  a  brisk 
skirmish  ensued  resulting  in  two  or  three  of  the  attacking  party  being  shot,  as  re- 
ported; the  sergeant  barely  escaped  with  his  life,  having  been  pursued  within  one  and 
a  half  miles  of  the  post ;  two  others  also  escaped  through  the  chaparral  back  into  the 
interior  and  reacheii  the  post  next  morning. 

In  the  attack,  or  firing  at  the  ranch,  one  Mexican  was  killed.  The  coroner's  inquest 
before  lUluded  to,  tbe  evidence  of  some  of  the  principal  and  most  reliable  of  the  Mexi- 
cans there,  cleared  the  soldiers  of  said  patrol  of  tbe  charge  of  having  shot  this  man ; 
and  to  confirm  this,  the  ball  was  extracted,  which  proved  to  be  a  smaller  and  different- 
shaped  ball  from  those  used  by  tbe  troops.  Nino  Mexicans  were,  by  the  coroner's  in- 
quest, indicted  for  the  murder  of  the  soldiers.  A  justice  bailed  them  on  a  small  bail. 
At  the  term  of  court  held  in  Rio  Grande  City,  last  month,  three  of  these  indicted 
Mexicans  were  there  held  for  trial  under  an  indictment  of  the  grand  jury.  The  soldiers 
of  the  patrol  who  survived  tbe  attack  were  summoned  as  witnesses,  and  were  in  attend- 
ance upon-  the  court  as  such,  when  Ihey  were  indicted  for  the  murder  of  the  Mexican 
killed  at  the  ranch,  and  from  whose  body  was  extracted  the  spherical  ball  mentioned, 
and  thrown  into  prison.  They  were  brought  before  Judge  Ware  on  a  writ  of  hahc^'i 
corpuSf  who  ofiered  to  release  them  on  $500  bail,  the  smallest  bail  allowable,  I  am  told, 
in  such  a  case.  The  statutes  of  Texas,  1  am  informed,  require  bail  from  property- 
owners  in  real  estate,  which  excludes  officers  from  bailing  out  tbese  nfen.  Citi/eus 
would  willingly  do  it  but  for  fear  of  the  veogeacce  of  tbe  Mexicans  guilty  of  the  law- 
less acts  stated,  and  the  loss  of  tbeir  property  and  even  tbeir  own  lives. 

These  soldiers  paid  $100  to  a  lawyer  lor  bis  services  when  their  ease  was  brought 
before  the  judge  on  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus. 

Is  this  not  a  case  which  demauds  the  action  of  the  goveroment  to  protect  the  lives 
of  good  soldiers,  faithfully  discharging  their  duties,  against  the  bloody  bauds  of  these 
Mexican  assassins  and  their  abettors,  and  this,  too,  witboutany  expense  to  the  soldier? 
Furthermore,  are  these  men  to  lie  in  a  foul  prison  till  tbe  next  term  of  court,  next 
July,  or  will  tbe  strong  arm  of  justice  and  protection  release  them  ? 

The  arms,  horse-equipments,  money,  «X:c.,  taken  from  tbe  soldiers  killed,  were  on  tbe 
other  side  of  the  river,  and  tbe  Mexicans  publicly  talked  or  boasted  of  tbe  murder  and 
plunder.    This  is  common  practice  I  am  told. 

It  is  said  and  believed  that  aU  of  these  marauders  are  under  tbe  control  of  Cortina  ; 
that  he  has  principally  armed  them.  They  are  well  armed  with  improved  breech-load- 
ing rifles  and  pistols.  It  is  said  by  those  well  posted  that  he  can,  on  short  notice, 
assemble  at  bis  command  fifteen  hundred  or  more  well-armed  men  on  his  side  of  the 
river,  and  one  thousand  on  our  side.  He  is  tbe  bead  and  front  of  this  offending,  ap- 
parently ;  he  has  his  partisan  subleaders.  Tbese  Mexicans  openly  boast  that  they  can, 
and  yet  will,  clean  out  the  Americans  south  of  tbe  Nueces  River.*  They  are  fast  doing 
it;  they  claim  this  country  as  theirs.  Tbe  State  of  Texas  has  troops,  *' rangers,-' 
operating  along  and  south  of  the  Nueces.  There  is  reason  to  fear  that  they  may,  in 
their  rage  and  indignation,  injure  innocent  persons. 

There  is  a  slip  of  land  on  tbe  Texas  side  of  the  Rio  Grande  claimed  as  Mexican  terri- 
tory, and  I  was  told  in  Brownsville  it  had  so  been  decided  by  the  district  court.  This 
constitutes  a  place  to  rendezvous  for  raids,  facilitates  smuggling,  &.c,  Tbe  question 
simply  is  whether  tbe  old  or  tbe  existing  channel  of  the  Rio  Grande,  under  our  treaty 
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^ith  Mexico,  is  tbe  boiiudary  bet  wood  tbe  two  couDtricH.    Tbe  Mexicans  exercise  civil 
authority  on  tbis  side,  as  reported. 

Tbe  above  is  a  general  outline*.    Details  can  be  bad  at  tbe  military  posts  and  from 
citizens. 

The  snbject  in  qnestion  is  an  important  and  mixed  one.    Tbat  action,  to  correct  ex- 
isting evils  and  prevent  more  serious  trouble,  is  urgently  demanded,  is  apparent. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  H.  DAVIS, 
Irmpecior-GeneraK 
Inspector-General  R.  B.  Marcy, 

IVar  Depart tii^ntf  }Vashington,  D,  C. 


Jfar  Department  telegrama  relating  to  increase  of  troops  at  Fort  Brown  and  tise  of  naval 

ceeseh  on  the  Rio  Grande. 

(H.  Report  34.3,  44th  Cong.,  Ist  sess.,  pp.  79, 81.) 

[Telegr&m.] 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  United  States, 

St,  LouxBf  Mo.y  June  14,  I875>. 
Tbe  Adjl'taxt-Gexeral  United  States  Army, 

Washingtanf  D.  C, : 

Telegram  of  I2tb  instant  through  proper  channels  from  headcjnarters  Department  of 
Texas  states  tbat  Captain  McNally,  commanding  company  ot  Texas  troops,  had  an 
engagement  June  12th  near  Palo  Alto,  about  fourteen  miles  from  Fort  Brown,  with 
Mexican  cattie-tbieves,  killing  twelve  of  them  and  losing  one  killed  and  two  wounded. 
Bodies  of  killed  carried  into  tbe  post  and  recognized  as  belonging  to  Matamoros. 

Report  says  party  crossed  to  rescue  that  attacked  by  Captain  McNally,  and  a  com- 
pany sent  from  Brown  to  cut  it  off.  Colonel  Potter  has  been  called  on  to  report  if  he 
needs  more  troops.  Should  he  need  them,  orders  have  been  given  to  furnish.  Gen- 
eral Ord  says  infantry  may  be  needed  from  New  Orleans  if  Cortina  crosses.  General 
Sheridan  advises  tbe  government  to  send  a  vessel  of  war  to  mouth  of  Rio  Grande,  and 
also  a  good  swift  tug  to  patrol  the  Rio  Grande.  Thinks  there  is  a  steam'tug  at  Sivan- 
nab,  or  launch  at  New  Orleans  which  might  answer  for  the  latter. 

In  absence  of  General  Sherman, 

WM.  D.  WHIPPLE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


^Telegram,  dated  Waahington.  D.  C,  Juoe  15, 1=75.    Kcceived  at  Weat  Point,  X.  Y.] 

General  W.  W.  Belknap, 

Secretary  of  War ; 

Colonel  Potter,  at  Fort  Brown,  telegraphs  through  Colonel  Taylor,  at  San  Antonio, 
dated  yesterday,  that  Cortina  is  arming  followers  and  threatens  to  revenge  those  killed 
by  McNally's  company.  Colonel  Potter  wants  more  troops  in  obedience  to  my  instruc- 
tions. Colonel  Taylor  has  ordered  to  Brown  three  more  companies  cavalry  and  one  of 
infantry,  increasing  his  garrison  to  six  companies  of  infantry  and  five  of  cavidry, 
enough,  uuless,  as  may  be  expected,  the  Texas  troops  drive  the  Mexican  rancheros  from 
our  side  of  the  river  to  Cortina,  who  will  be  tempted  to  use  them  in  a  border  war.  As 
soon  as  I  can  learn  about  tbe  steam-launches,  shall  start  for  Texas. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 
Brigadier-  G  enera  L 


[Telegram.  I 

Chicago,  June  16,  1875. 
General  W.  T.  Sherman,  Saint  LouiSj  Mo : 

The  seemingly  well-authenticated  fear  that  Cortina  may  organize  a  force  to  retaliate 
on  account  of  the  just  punishment  administered  a  few  days  ago  to  tbe  Mexican  band 
of  maranders  has  caused  General  Ord  to  increase  the  garrison  at  Fort  Brown  by  three 
companies  of  cavalry  and  one  of  infantry.  This,  it  is  thought,  will  be  enough  to  meet 
all  the  wants  of  tbe  service  in  and  about  Matamoros ;  but  the  naval  vessels  and  steam- 
tug  should  be  sent  as  heretofore  requested. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

Lieutev  ant- General. 
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[Telegram.] 

War  Department,  Adjutast-Okneral's  Office, 

Washingtofif  June  16,  ld75. 

Lieat.  Gen.  P.  H.  Sheridan,  Chicago^  III. : 

The  Secretary  of  War  directs  mo  to  iDform  you  that  the  followiDj^  letter  has  been 
addressed — but  still  held  under  advisement — to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  : 

*'The  President  will  be  pleased  to  have  yon  station  one  or  two  naval  vessels  at  or  near 
the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande  River,  Texas,  and  to  instruct  their  commanding  officers 
to  co-operate  with  and  assist  the  United  States  and  State  troops  by  patrolling  the  river 
to  the  bead  of  navigation,  to  prevent  marauding  bands  crossing  from  or  recrossing  to 
Mexico.    Steam-launches  would  probably  perform  the  best  service  on  the  river." 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Adjutant-General. 


[Telegram.] 


Headquarters,  Military  Division  of  the  Missouri, 

Chicago^  Ul.yJune  16,  1875. 
X^eneral  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Washington  J  D  C: 

There  is  a  well-founded  fear  that  Cortina  may  retaliate  for  the  just  punishment  ad- 
ministered a  few  days  ago  on  a  band  of  Mexican  robbers ;  and,  although  the  garrison 
at  Fort  Brown  has  been  increased  by  three  companies  of  cavalry  and  one  of  infantry, 
still  I  would  recommend  that  the  President  make  his  conditional  order  about  naval 
vessels  and  a  tug  to  the  Rio  Grande  a  positive  one. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 
Lieutenani-General. 


War  Department,  Adjutant- General's  Office, 

Washingionj  June  17,  1875. 

Lieut.  Gen.  P.  H.  Sheridan, 

ChicagOy  III. : 

Telegram  received.  It  is  now  learned  that  the  President's  instructions  for  stationing 
naval  vessels  on  Rio  Grande  have  already  been  issued,  being  sent  by  him  direct  to 
Navy  Department. 

Secretary  of  War  has  also  requested  the  President  to  direct  the  sending  of  a  tug  to 
the  Rio  Grande  from  Savannah  or  New  Orleans.  General  Ord,  now  hero,  has  tele- 
graphed this  information  to  his  headquarters  with  necessary  instructions. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Adjutant'dencral. 


The  sheriff  of  Hidalgo  County ^  Texas,  to  General  Ord. 
(H.  Report  343,  44th  Cong.,  1st  sess.,  p.  107.) 

Edinburg,  Tex.,  June  7,  1875. 

Dear  Sir  :  Inclosed  please  find  statement  to  the  questions  as  per  your  letter. 

If  affidavits  and  certified  copies  of  inquests  held  over  dead  bodies  of  Americans 
who  have  been  murdered  in  this  county  by  Mexican  bandits  be  required,  I  will  take 
pleasure  to  forward  to  you  the  same  on  demand. 

Edinburg  is  not  a  town,  only  a  small  village.  In  this  place  we  are  only  six  Ameri- 
can resideuts.  Our  population  are  Mexicans,  and  only  about  thirty  Americans  in  this 
county.  Since  the  United  States  troops  have  left  this  place  our  lives  have  been  in 
danger,  and  it  has  become  a  question  of  time  with  us  in  regard  to  our  lives. 

On  my  part,  as  sheriff,  I  will  say  that  I  cannot  execute  the  laws  of  the  State,  for  I 
am  entirely  helpless  in  the  ])erformance  of  my  duties. 

Criminals  are  fleeing  from  justice  and  cannot  be  brought  to  justice  for  their  actions. 

Our  extradition  treaty  has  beeu  violated  on  every  occasion,  which  can  be  proved  if 
required. 

I  beg  of  you,  if  there  is  any  possible  means  of  securing  some  protection  in  our  be- 
half; or  even  if  we  could  have  the  presence  of  the  United  States  troops,  it  would  be 
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fiu^cient  for  tie  salvation  of  onr  lives  and  property  here,  and  the  law^d  coald  be  en- 
forced with  some  protection  to  the  odicers. 

Onr  border  is  entirely  open  ;  we  have  no  troops  nearer  ns  than  Ringgold  Barracks, 
which  is  fifty  miles  from  here;  Fort  Brown  is  seventy- five  miles  from  here  so;  we  have 
one  hundred  and  twenty-tive  miles  of  this  border  unprotected. 
I  am,  vour  most  obedient, 

ALEXANDER  J.  LEO, 
Sheriff  of  Hidalgo  Countii.  Texas, 
E.  O.  C.  Ord, 

lirigadin-Gtneral y  Vnilcd  States  Army,  Commanding^  San  Antanio,  Texas. 


The  deputy  collector  at  Eoma,  Texafij  to  Gentral  Ord. 

(H.  Report  343,  44lh  Cong.,  Ut  sess.,  p.  105.) 

Custom- House,  Roma,  Tex., 

Collector's  Office,  June  9,  1875. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  conimnnication  of  May  25,  asking  many  questions  relating  to  past 
and  present  frontier  aff.iirs,  was  received ;  and,  in  reply  thereto,  most  respectfully  will 
submit  the  following  statement : 

I  came  to  Texas  in  1846,  with  the  army  of  occupation,  in  Company  H,  Second  Regi- 
ment United  States  Dragoons;  and  was  discharged  at  Saltillo,  Mexico,  1847 ;  have  been 
a  permanent  resident  of  Starr  County  from  1849  to  1866,  when  I  engaged  in  mining 
operations  at  Dolores  mines,  ValleciUo,  (about  sixty  miles  from  Rio  Grande  River,  in 
Mexico),  until  the  year  1872,  but  during  those  six  years  made  frequent  visits  to  Texas  ; 
during  the  year  of  1873  I  renided  in  Nueces  County,  and  since  April,  1874,  have  been 
again  permanently  here  in  Roma,  Starr  County,  employed  as  deputy  collector  of  cus- 
toms at  this  )>ort. 

The  first  invasion  by  Mexicans  into  Starr  County  was  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year 
1859,  known  as  the  celebrated  Cortina  raid,  who  crossed  the  Rio  Grande  in  Cameron 
and  Hidalgo  Counties ;  were  mostly  from  Matamoros  and  the  ranches  on  the  border,  as 
high  up  as  Camargo. 

Since  1666  armed  bands  of  Mexicans  from  the  State  of  Tamaulipas,  have  crossed  into 
Texas  through  the  counties  of  Zapata,  Starr,  Hidalgo,  and  Cameron,  very  frequently 
during  each  year,  and  for  the  purpose  of  stealing  cattle.  At  the  beginning  they  came 
in  small  parties,  say,  from  live  to  ten  men,  but  of  late  years  in  parties  from  twenty  to 
one  hundred  men,  crossing  the  river  anywhere  from  within  twenty  miles  of  its  mouth 
all  the  way  up,  either  in  ferry-boats  or  at  the  fords,  which  latter  are  many  and  numer- 
ous, for  about  nine  months  of  the  year.  You  never  see  but  one  or  two  together  when  in 
the  act  of  crossing,  and  generally  well  mounted,  armed,  and  provisioned  for  the  road. 
On  a  certain  day  and  at  a  certain  place  designated,  either  in  the  back  part  of  the 
counties  mentioned  or  the  other  counties  joining  (such  as  Duval  and  Nueces), 
they  all  meet,  make  their  rodeos  (gatherings)  in  the  nearest  range  where  are,  or  at 
least  used  to  be,  found  plenty  of  cattle  belonging  to  the  Americans,  start  back  again 
for  Mexico  the  same  day,  through  any  of  these  frontier  counties  agreed  upon,  accord- 
ing to  the  news  received  by  eacuman  from  their  Mexican  friends  living  at  or  near  any 
ranch  where  they  crossed  the  river  into  Texas  and  the  point  which  appears  to  be  the 
safest  and  least  guarded  by  civil  or  military  forces.  Should  the  military  forces  acci- 
dentally arrive  at  the  place  they  intend  crossing  the  stolen  herd,  the  raiders  will  be  im- 
mediately informed  by  express  from  their  Mexican  allies,  and  another  route  will  be 
taken  and  pursued  until  they  are  all  successfully  across  the  river  and  in  Mexico.  Many 
such  herds  of  cattle  have  passed  through  this  county  above  Roma,  but^the  most  of  them 
have  crossed  below  Rio  Grande  City  and  Ringgold,  and  will  continue  to  the  end  of 
time  unless  a  now  boundary  is  established  between  the  two  countries  or  the  Mexican 
Government  takes  measures  in  preventing  it  by  not  allowing  any  of  their  citizens  to 
cross  into  Texas  without  carrying  a  proper  document  or  passport  from  the  American 
consul  residing  in  Matamoros,  Camargo,  Mier,  Guerrero,  or  New  Laredo,  proving  their 
character  and  legitimate  business  in  Texas. 

Duriig  the  last  few  years,  and  particularly  these  last  mouths,  the  raiders  have 
become  more  bold  and  daring ;  in  place  of  confining  themselves  to  the  stealing  of  cattle, 
they  have  commenced  robbing  American  stores  and  ranches  and  murdering  many 
citizens  in  the  adjoining  counties.  Starr  County  has  not  suffered  much  from  these 
outrages,  for  the  reason  that  outside  of  the  towns  of  Rio  Grande  City  and  Roma  (the 
Hrst  having  about  fifty  and  the  latter  about  five  Americans)  are  no  Americans  to  be 
found.  All  the  stock-raisers  in  this  county,  excepting  two  living  at  Rio  Grande  City, 
are  Mexicans,  who  keep  their  stock  well  in  hand  and  herded,  and  will  frequently  lose 
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a  few  head  of  cattle  which  riiu  into  the  stolen  herds  poHMing  through  from  points 
farther  interior;  hut  I  do  not  think  the  losses  of  Starr  County  sum  up  to  over  one 
thousand  head  for  each  year. 

The  Mexican  stock-raiders  in  the  county  have  not  been  interfered  with  by  the  raid- 
ei;s,  unless  the  raiders  have  found  out  that  some  one  of  them  have  given  information 
to  our  civil  or  military  authorities;  then  they  will  send  tliem  word  by  some  friend 
that  they  had  better  leave  Texas,  for  the  next  trip  they  will  rob  their  cattle  and  kill 
them  if  found  at  their  ranches ;  and  I  have  known  several  instances  of  this  kind,  where 
the  Mexican  stock-raisers  have  left  the  country  with  their  stock  and  gone  to  some  town 
in  Mexico  to  reside  for  future  safety. 

The  continuation  and  increase  of  these  raids  I  cannot  account  for,  except  complete 
success  and  profit  resulting  therefrom  up  to  this  date.  I  knew  but  one  citizen  in  this 
county,  since  the  Cortina  raid  of  1859,  who  has  been  killed  by  the  raiders,  namely, 
Alexander  Morrell ;  but  in  the  adjoining  counties  above  and  below,  as  well  as  in  the 
counties  back  of  us,  many  of  my  own  acquaintances  have  been  killed  by  them. 

Hide-peeling  has  not  been  carried  to  any  great  extent  in  the  upper  part  of  this 
county,  but  a  year  or  two  ago  I  heard  that  it  was  carried  on  pretty  extensively  in  the 
lower  end  of  the  county  and  in  the  vicinity  of  a  ranch  called  L%s  Caevas,  and  by  Mex- 
icans from  old  Reynosa;  many  herds  of  cattle  have  been  traced  int-o  the  towns  of  Ca- 
margo,  Mier,  and  Guefrero,  in  Mexico,  previous  to  the  year  1873.  1  have  been  an  eye- 
witness of  several  stolen  herds  coming  into  Mier,  and  when  I  was  present,  and  an  soon 
as  the  authorities  in  the  place  had  any  information  that  they  were  stolen  from  Texa^, 
they  took  possession  of  them  and  offered  the  agents  of  any  of  their  owners  to  take 
their  brands  away  and  dispose  of  them.  The  parties  bringing  them  always  escaped 
under  some  trifling  excuse  of  going  after  the  bill  of  sale,  but  never  retnrhed.  For  the 
last  few  years  very  few  have  been  disposed  of  in  these  towns,  for  the  authorities  have 
prevented  the  sale  of  any  c-attle  without  the  proper  papers  accompanyiog  the  herd  aad 
in  charge  of  responsible,  known  parties  ;  but  a  good  market  is  yet  t<o  be  found  in  the 
interior  of  Mexico,  and  even  right  on  the  border,  in  the  city  of  Mataiiioros.  Mex- 
icans never  come  here  to  buy  cattle,  but  they  come  and  buy  thousands  of  sheep  every 
year. 

Respecting  the  civil  authorities  of  Starr  County,  I  must  admit  of  having  a  not  very 
exalted  opinion  of  them,  though  I  think  they  try  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  State  a$ 
well  as  they  know  how ;  and  in  this,  as  well  as  in  all  frontier  counties,  there  is  not  to 
be  found  the  best  of  material  to  choose  from,  for  among  the  good  Americans  but  a  few 
are  willing  to  serve,  having  other  employment  to  attend  to  more  remunerative.  Some 
good  Mexican  citizen  is  often  chosen  as  a  justice,  sherifif,  or  constable  in  the  county, 
and  assessors  and  collectors  iu  this  county  have  frequently  been  Mexicans,  who  do  not 
know  anything  of  our  laws,  and  don't  appear  to  care.  On  account  of  the  Mexicau 
voters  in  this  county,  which  are  about  ten  to  one  American,  all  the  juries,  both  grand 
and  petit  jurors,  are  made  up  in  about  the  same  proportion  of  ignorant  Mexicans,  who 
do  not  know  the  value  or  responsibility  of  an  oathf and  who  are,  in  my  opinion,  only 
a  farce  and  expense  to  the  county.  The  raiders  are  too  strong  for  the  civil  authorities 
to  deal  with,  and  the  Mexican  citizens  will  seldom  or  ever  give  any  information  that 
would  lead  to  their  capture.  I  cannot  assert  that  the  Mexican  authorities  authorize 
or  protect  the  raiders;  but,  from  information  received  from  various  friends  of  my  own  ^ 
residing  in  this  county,  I  am  of  the  ox)inion  that  Juan  N.  Cortina  knows  all  about  it, 
and  his  agents  help  the  raiders  to  dispose  of  the  stolen  cattle  as  soon  as  they  are  safely 
landed  in  Mexico,  within  tifty  miles  of  the  city  of  Matamoros. 

This  same  Cortina  is  a  man  of  large  political  influence  among  the  low,  vicious,  and 
iguorant  classes  of  Mexicans  living  on  the  border  of  Tamaulipas,  and  the  few  good 
Mexicans  are  afraid  of  him  and  dare  not  say  anything;  he  has  complete  control  of  the 
border,  from  Bagdad  to  New  Laredo,  and  has  only  to  hint  one  word  of  auj'thiug  he 
wants  done  to  any  of  those  by  whom  he  is  always  surrounded,  and  it  will  bo  executed 
forthwith. 

Having  herewith  answered  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief  all  you  ask  me 
in  yoars  of  May  25,  I  will  close  this  by  respectfully  calling  your  attention  to  the  fol- 
lowing: 

For  the  last  year  and  a  half  Capt.  C.  D.  Byers's  company  of  the  Ninth  United 
States  Cavalry  have  been  stationed  at  Roma  and  given  complete  protection  to  the 
place,  and  at  one  time  about  two  months  ago  he  saved  this  town,  its  merchants  as  well 
as  the  United  States  custom-house  in  my  charge,  from  being  robbed  by  about  forty 
armed  Mexicans  returning  from  a  raid  into  the  county  of  Nueces.  Here  are  }$nt  Ave 
Americans  but  many  Mexicans,  among  whom  but  very  few  can  be  de]>ended  upon  in 
t'ase  df  an  attack  for  reasons  previously  explained  in  this  letter.  By  an  order  from 
yourself  bis  company  has  left  and  are  now  at  Ringgold,  and  this  place  is  without  any 
protection  from  the  raiders,  which  as  soon  as  known  by  them  that  there  are  no  more 
troops  they  will  organize  and  come  here  to  rob  the  merchants  as  well  as  the  custom- 
house, where  they  think  always  is  found  cash  on  hand,  and  perhaps  murder  the  few 
Americans  here.    I  would  therefore  most  respectfully  ask  of  you  to  send  some  few 
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troo]»8  here  to  remain  permanently,  for^t  does  not  cost  tbe  government  any  more  to 
keep  them  here  than  at  Biugfgold,  if  it  is  not  contrary  to  orders  from  the  Secretary  of 
War,  for  their  presence  here  Trill  eil'ectually  prevent  in  future  the  accomplishment  of 
such  disf^racefnl  oocurrences. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  VALE, 

Deputy  Collector, 
Brig.  Gen.  E.  O.  C.  Oui>, 

Commanding,  Headquarters  Department  of  Texas. 


Report  of  the  adjutant-general  of  the  Sta'e  of  Dbxos  for  ike  year  1875. —  William  Steele j  adju- 

tant-generaL 

AFFAIRS  ON  TUE  RIO  GRANDE. 

(H.  Report  343,  44th  Cong.,  Ist  sess.,  p.  121.) 

Aixjutant-Gbnkral'8  Office, 

Austin,  July  1,  1875. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  a  toar  of  observation  in  the 
southwestern  portion  of  the  State,  made  in  obedieuee  to  yoor  iDstmctions. 

Proceeding  to  San  Antonio,  I  was  Joined  by  Hon.  J.  £.  Dwyer,  in  response  to  the 
request  of  yonr  excellency,  and  it  is  doe  to  him  to  say  that,  through  his  intimate 
knowledge  of  the  language,  together  with  the  standing  which  his  lather  had  when 
living,  and  having  business  relations  with  Mexico,  opened  sources  of  information  that 
would  have  been  otherwise  inaccessible. 

The  tirst  subject  of  investigation  was  the  robbery  and  burning  of  stores  and  robbery 
of  individuals  in  Nueces  County.  Passing  over  the  scene  of  that  outrage,  we  con- 
versed with  Mr.  Noakes  (whose  store  had  been  burned)  and  his  wife ;  Mr.  Franks 
(whose  store  was  robbed)  and  Mr.  Borden,  who  was  robbed  on  the  road,  and  who 
gathered  a  party  and  pursued  until  the  trace  was  lost  by  the  division  of  the  par(3*  into 
small  bands,  going  in  the  direction  of  the  Rio  Grande.  From  these  and  other  wit- 
nesses, the  fact  is  apparent  that  the  raiding-party  was  composed  entirely  of  Mexicans, 
who  were  not  recognized  bytany  of  the  many  residents  of  Nueces  County  who  came  in 
contact  with  them,  as  being'  residents  of  that  part  of  the  State.  One  of  the  raiders 
having  been  wounded,  and  abandoned  by  his  comrades  when  closely  pursued,  was 
carried  into  Corpus  Christi  and  hung  by  citizens  of  that  place.  The  statement  of  this 
roan,  as  made  to  the  sheriff,  is  st&t^  by  him  in  substance:  That  he  was  a  citizen  of 
Victoria,  Mexico,  where  he  had  married  ;  that  he  had  worked  in  Brownsville,  and  on 
a  ranch  not  far  from  King's ;  that  his  family  was  now  living  near  Matamoros ;  that  the 
part^  was  orgaoized  in  Mexico,  at  the  Bolsa,  from  which  point  they  traveled  in  small 
parties,  and  at  night,  to  a  rendezvous  about  twenty  miles  from  where  they  com- 
menced their  operations.  There  they  were  joined  by  another  party  with  fresh  horses. 
From  this  point  they  moved  into  some  timber,  where  they  remained  several  days. 
They  expected  an  accesfeion  to  their  force,  which  not  receiving,  they  commenced 
operations.  He  further  stated  that  whon  he  was  enlisted  it  was  btated  that  robbery 
was  the  object,  and  that  no  one  was  to  be  hurt,  which  might  have  been  carried  out  if 
Noakes  had  not  resisted  and  shot  one  of  their  number;  in  retaliation  for  which,  a  Mr. 
Smith,  who  was  at  Noakes's,  was  badly  shot  and  the  store  burned. 

Many  citizens  were  stopped  on  the  highway  and  robbed,  but  not  injured,  except  by 
the  fatigue  of  a  forced  march  with  their  captors.    Our  further  investigation  on  tho 
Rio  Grande  shows  that  a  small  party  of  the  raiders  were  arrested  at  Camargo,  Mexico, 
and  sent  into  the  interior  of  Mexico,  a  force  of  cavalry  having  been  sent  to  take  them  to 
Monterey,  Cortina,  in  the  mean  time,  having  ordered  them  sent  to  Matamoros. 

The  preparations  for  this  raid  were  known  to  many  in  Mexico,  a  letter  announcing 
it  having  been  sent  to  General  Escobedo,  which,  it  is  stated,  did  not  reach  him  until 
the  raid  took  place.  Information  was  also  sent  by  Mr.  Avery,  at  Camargo,  to  General 
£d.  Hatch,  at  Ringgold  Barracks,  that  something  of  the  kind  was  on  foot.  There  is 
no  question  but  that  the  expedition  was  intended  to  have  been  of  larger  proportions, 
and  that  Corpus  Christi  was  their  objective  point ;  but  dissensions  among  themselves 
reduced  the  numbers  so  much  that  they  dared  not  attack  so  large  a  place. 

Soon  after  the  raid  of  Mexicans  in  Nueces  County,  some  raids  occurred  of  a  different 
character.  Bands  of  Americans  went  to  a  place  called  La  Para,  where  a  store  was 
burned  and  several  persons  killed.  This  was  incited  partly  for  revenge  on  Mexicans, 
and  partly  to  suppress  the  killing  of  cattle  for  their  hides. 

There  is  a  considerable  element  iu  the  country  bordering  on  the  Nueces,  and  west, 
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that  think  the  killing  of  a  Mexican  no  crime,  and  the  effect  has  been  to  stop,  to  a  con- 
siderable extent,  the  trade  between  LAredo  and  Corpas  Christl. 

The  killing  of  cattle  for  their  hides  has  had  muon  to  do  with  the  nnfortnnate  cao- 
dition  of  Naeces  and  adjoining  counties,  and  some  of  the  merchants  of  Corpus  Chrisli 
are  mach  to  blame  for  their  encouragement  of  this  illegal  traffic.  I  consider  it  ~ 
abundantly  proved  that  small  stores  and  peddlers'have  been  started  in  trade  by  these 
merchants  in  localities  where  there  could  be  no  legitimate  business,  and  returns  have 
been  made  in  stolen  bides,  which  have  been  shipped  in  various  directions  as  would 
best  avoid  detection. 

Your  excellency  will  doubtless  recollect  that  a  company  of  minute-men  was  formed 
nnder  the  law  of  the  first  session  of  the  fourteenth  legislature  for  Naeces  County,  and 
of  which  Warren  Wallace  was  captain.  This  company  was  fortunately  kept  in  service 
but  three  months;  for,  in  passing  through  the  country,  I  have  arrived  at  the  conclu- 
sion that  the  organization  of  this  company  only  had  the  effect  to  give  a  semblance  of 
authority  to  an  armed  mob.  Captain  Wallace  appears  to  have  exercised  no  control 
over  the  blood-thirsty  instincts  of  many  of  his  company.^  The  experience  with  this 
company  only  strengthens  the  conviction  I  have  long  held,  of  the  impropriety  of 
organizing  a  local  force  wherever  there  is  a  question  of  local  interest  involved.  Pro- 
ceeding from  the  Nueces  to  the  Rio  Grande,  the  population  changes  from  an  English- 
speaking  one  to  one  where  the  great  majority  do  not  understand  that  language,  so 
that  outside  of  the  cities,  any  one  not  knowing  something  of  the  Spanish  language 
would  have  difficulty  in  making  his  wants  known,  even  for  the  necessaries  of  life. 
This  population  has  little  knowledge  of  the  customs  of  the  American  people,  and  none 
of  the  laws  which  are  supposed  to  govern  them ;  the  result  of  which  is,  that  county 
officers,  in  some  of  the  counties  bordering  on  the  Rio  Grande,  have  little  qualifications, 
except  that  of  being  able  to  read  the  laws  and  talk  Mexican.  And  where  a  very  large 
preponderance  of  Mtxican  votes  have  elected  one  of  themselves  to  the  office  of  justice 
of  the  peace,  or  other  office,  he  is  at  the  mercy  (as  one  of  them  told  me)  of  some  one 
who  could  interpret  for  him,  and  he  said  he  did  not  feel  altogether  responsible  for 
documents  in  English  which  be  had  signed ;  and  those  counties,  while  having  a  popu- 
lation ostensibly  of  Texas  citizens,  are  under  control  of  influences  from  the  other  side 
of  the  Rio  Grande.  Their  citizenship  sits  lightly  upon  them.  They  look  more  toward 
the  city  of  Mexico  than  to  the  city  of  Washington.  The  language  of  the  country,  for 
one  hundred  miles  from  the  Rio  Grande,  being  Spanish,  and  a  large  number  of  the 
inhabitants  owing  allegiance  to  Mexico,  gives  great  facilities  to  th;)  parties  of  cattle- 
thiefes  in  their  operations. 

The  thieves  and  cut-throats«  who  have  collected  on  the  border,  think  the  killing  a 
Texan  something  to  be  proud  of,  and  they  will  kill  any  one,  even  of  their  own  nation- 
ality, should  he  happen  to  encounter  them  with  stolen  cattle,  unless  they  have  confi- 
dence in  bis  discretion.  Many  have  been  killed  for  no  other  reason  than  that  they 
knew  too  much.  The  result  is,  that  many  good  citizens  of  Texas,  of  Mexican  origin, 
feeling  that  they  are  unprotected,  and  at  the  mercy  of  the  thieves  that  they  may 
offend,  will  not  willingly  give  information.  But  with  all  these  advantages,  cattle- 
stealing  could  be,  in  a  great  measure,  stopped  if  there  was  not  a  safe  asylum  for  cat- 
tle-thieves and  their  plunder  as  soon  as  the  line  of  the  Rio  Grande  was  passed. 

I  have  heard  of  no  instance  in  which  parties  from  Texas  have  met  with  real  aid 
from  the  Mexican  authorities.  On  the  contrary,  it  appears  as  if  every  possible  obsta- 
cle was  interposed  by  officials  to  the  recovery  of  stolen,  animals  or  other  property. 
Even  in  the  case  where  some  of  the  raiders  into  Nueces  County  were  arrested  in 
Camargo,  an  opportunity  to  view  the  property  found  upon  them  was  refused  to  Mr. 
Avery,  acting  in  behalf  of  the  United  States  consul  at  Matamoros.  Probably  the  offi- 
cials at  Camargo  were  afraid  of  General  J.  N.  Cortina,  whose  autocratic  power  extends 
to,  and  includes,  that  town.  His  complicity  with  the  thieves,  and  participation  in  the 
profits  of  cattle-stealing,  is  confirmed  by  the  fact  that  a  Spanish  steamer  was,  during 
my  stay  in  Brownsville,  loading  with  cattle  contracted  by  Cortina  himself,  and  these 
cattle  were  examined  and  found  to  consist  mostly  of  cattle  stolen  from  Texas. 

Cortina  is  the  recognized  head  and  protector  of  all  the  cattle-thieves  and  murderers, 
fjom  Camargo  to  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande.  He  takes  them  from  the  hands  of  any 
ofiicer  who  is  bold  enough  to  arrest  them;  they,  in  turn,  support  him  against  all  pow- 
ers that  may  be  brought  against  htm.  It  is  impossible  to  conceive,  without  having  ' 
heard  from  many  and  undeniable  sources  on  both  sides  of  the  line  of  Mexico  and 
Texas,  of  the  extent  of  the  power  of  this  great  robber  chief.  It  is  a  well-known  fact 
that  not  only  Cortina  himself,  but  even  his  mistress,  gives  orders  to  judges  as  to  their 
decisions  in  cases,  either  civil  or  criminal,  and  such  orders  are  obeyed.  His  armed  ad- 
herents are  said  to  number  over  two  thousand.  He  has  around  him  most  of  the  time 
seventy  or  eighty  of  his  trusted  men.  The  police  of  Matamoros,  of  which  city  he  is 
mayor,  is  composed  entirely  of  ruffians,  ready  at  any  moment  to  commit  murder,  or 
any  other  crime,  at  his  bidding. 

There  is  no  prospect  of  a  cessation  of  the  raids  into  Texas  until  this  man  is  removed 
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eDtirely  from  our  frontier,  and  a  better  disposition  is  manifested  in  arr^stiup^  thieves, 
and  restoring  stolen  property,  by  the  Mexican  civil  officers  near  the  line. 

It  has  been  claimed  that  horses  and  mnles  have  been  stolen  in  Mexico  and  brought 
to  Texas  for  sale,  but  I  have  not  learned  of  one  instance  where  the  name  of  the  thief 
did  not  indicate  a  Mexican  origin ;  and  whenever  the  thieves  have  been  pursued, 
every  facility  has  been  given  to  recover  the  stolen  property. 

But  there  is  a  feature  in  these  claims  of  stolen  property  from  Mexico  that  deserves 
attention.  Along  the  line  of  the  river  the  United  Stat^  Kevenue  Department  has 
mounted  inspectors,  who  have  frequently  detected  droves  of  horses  or  mules  trying  to 
enter  the  United  States  without  the  payment  of  duties.  Invariably,  in  such  cases, 
the  claim  ii*  set  up  of  "stolen  animals."  So  uniformly  is  this  action  taken,  that  the 
conviction  is  forced  upon  me,  that  a  previous  agreement  exists,  by  which  the  claim  of 
*'  stolen  property  '*  is  to  be  set  up  in  case  of  failure  to  evade  the  custom-house  officers. 
In  traveling  through  the  country  between  the  Nueces  and  Rio  Grande,  1  heard  no  talk 
of  robberies  from  Mexico,  other  than  in  the  cases  mentioned  above ;  while  at  every 
l)Iace  I  heard  of  stolen  cattle  driven  toward  Mexico,  and  such  concurrent  testimony  as 
to  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  cattle-stealing  is  going  on  almost  daily,  and  has  been 
since  the  clos^  of  the  Confederate  war,  to  the  extent  that  there  is  not  now  10  per  cent, 
of  the  cattle  that  were  to  be  found  within  one  hundred  miles  of  the  Rio  Grande  in 
1864. 

The  result  of  my  observations  leads  to  the  following  conclusions : 

Idt.  That  parties  have  been  and  are  still  being  organized  on  M*dxican  soil  for  the 
purpose  of  plundering  ranches,  stores,  and  individuals,  and  other  parties,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  collecting  herds  of  cattle  in  Texas  and  driving  them  into  Mexico  lor  sale.  That 
these  acts  are  committed  with  the  knowledge  and  connivance  of  Mexican  officials. 

2d.  That  parties  of  Americans  living  near  the  Nueces  have  banded  together  with  the 
object  of  stopping  the  killing  of  cattle  for  the  bides,  but  have  themselves  committed 
the  greater  crimes  of  murder  and  arson. 

3d.  That  many  merchants  in  Corpus  Christ!  and  elsewhere  have  aided  and  abetted 
the  hide-stealing,  by  buying  the  stolen  hides  knowingly. 

4th.  That  the  country  near  the  Rio  Grande  is  being  rapidly  depopulated  of  good 
citizens  on  account  of  the  insecurity  of  life  and  property. 

5th.  That  the  negro  United  States  soldiery  give  no  sense  of  security  to  citizens  outside 
of  towns,  but  on  the  contrary  are  regarded  with  fear. 

6th.  That  there  is  an  intelligent  and  industrious  population  on  the  Texas  border  of 
the  Rio  Grande,  who  only  need  security  from  foreign  incursions  to  make  them  valua- 
ble, law-abiding  citizens,  whose  flocks  and  herds  will  add  very  largely  to  the  wealth 
of  the  State. 

The  question  then  arises  as  to  the  course  to  be  adopted  to  remove  the  irritating 
causes  which,  if  allowed  to  continue,  will  sooner  or  later  involve  the  two  countries  in 
war. 

The  first  necessity  is  that  the  despotic  power  of  Cortina  be  removed.  Second,  that 
there  must  be  such  an  agreement  between  officers  of  the  peace  on  both  sides  as 
will  prevent  the  collection  of  criminals  on  the  line,  where  they  can  escape  from  one 
nationality  to  another,  as  may  be  necessary  to  their  safety. 

Failing  in  such  peaceable  measures,  it  is  necessary  that  there  should  be  a  large  force, 
under  one  head,  on  the  Rio  Grande,  with  orders  to  pursue  and  capture  felons  into  Mex- 
ico, if  necessary.  Immunity  from  pursuit  no  longer  existing,  stealing  would  be 
reduced  to  the  petty  proportions  that  is  found  everywhere. 

Herewith  I  inclose  affidavits  and  statements  of  various  parties  in  support  of  the 
opinions  above  expressed,  as  follows: 

B. — ^Affidavit  of  Anastasio  Cavasot. 

C. — Affidavit  of  Lawrence  S.  Hynes. 

F.— Affidavit  of  A.  E.  Erwin. 

G.— Affidavit  of  F.  M.  Rhodes. 

H.— Affidavit  of  J.  T.  Callaghan. 

I.—Affidavit  of  G.  A.  Hall. 

J. — Affidavit  of  N.  Champion. 

K.— Affidavit  of  D.  McLean. 

L.— Affidavit  of  C.  Stillmau. 

M. — Copy  of  letter  to  Judge  Ed.  Dougherty,  from  Thoe.  F.  Wilson,  United  States 
consul,  Matamoros,  April  10, 1875,  inclosing  letter  of  Lucius  Avery,  United  States  con- 
sular agentf  dated  Camargo,  April  6,  1875. 

N. — Copy  of  letter  to  Judge  Ed.  Dougherty,  from  Thos.  F.  Wilson,  United  States 
consul,  Matamoros,  April  14,  1875. 

O. — Report  of  John  Vale,  deputy  collector,  dated  Roma,  April  6,  1875,  to  collector  of 
customs  at  Brownsville. 

P. — Letter  to  J.  L.  Haynes,  from  Joseph  Dunn,  sending  copy  of  letters  from  Matt. 
Dunn,  Carrizo,  April  17,  1875. 
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Q. — Letter  to  collector  of  customs^  Brownsville,  from  S.  G.  Stewart,  Rio  Grande  Citv, 
April  2:3,  1875. 
R, — Copy  of  inqaeet  on  body  of  George  Hill,  county  of  Camcfron,  April  18,  1875. 
8.— Copy  of  report  of  grand  jury,  Hidalgo  County,  April  28,  1p?75. 
T. — Hubstance  of  circular  of  Fniuoisco  Faenteu  Fareas,  president  of  oommon  council, 
Matamoros,  May  26,  1874. 
U. — Letter  ot  C.  Stillman  to  Henry  Klabn,  dated  La  Jarita,  June  13,  IW5.     ^ 
V. — Certificate  of  J.  L.  Haynes,  Brownsville,  June  21,  1875. 

W. — Letter  of  J.  G.  Brown,  sheriff  Cameron  County,  to  General  J.  N.  Potter,  U.  S.  A., 
commanding  Fort  Brown,  Texas,  Brownsville,  June,  1,  1875,  and  indorsement  thereon 
of  H.  C.  Merrinm,  major  Twenty-fourth  Infautry,  temporarily  commanding  post,  dated 
headquarters  Fort  Brown,  June  2,  187.5. 
X. — Correspondence  of  Fmntera  to  Corpus  Christi  Weekly  Gazette  of  June  5, 1875. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 
JdJHtant-frtfieraL 
Hisj  Excellency  RiciiARi>  Coke, 

Goret'nor  of  Texas. 


Beport  of  Senator  Dwycr, 

San  Antonio,  AMgnsi  14, 1875. 

81 R :  In  compliance  with  the  request  made  by  your  excellency  in  your  letter  of  May 
IH,  1875, 1  joined  General  William  Steele,  the  adjutant-general  of  the  State,  in  a  tour  of 
observation  to  investigate  the  cause  and  extent  of  the  recent  diaturbAnces  in  the 
country  between  the  Rio  Grande  and  Nueces  Rivers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  say  that  I  concur  in  the  report  made  by  Adjutant-General  Steele. 
I  respectfully  submit  the  following  remarks,  especially  to  state  more  fully  the  com- 
plaints of  our  Mexican  citizens  living  in  Texas. 

Undoubtedly  robberies  and  murders  by  Mexicans  from  Mexico  have  almost  oon- 
tiunally  been  perpetrated  in  Texas,  but  in  retaliation  Americans  have  committed  terri- 
ble outrages  on  citizens  of  Mexican  origin. 

In  passing  through  Bee  Connty,  we  heard  of  a  Mexican,  a  quiet  citizen  (so  reported 
to  be  by  the  presiding  justice  of  the  connty,  an  American),  who  had  been  brutally  mur- 
dered a  few  days  before  our  arrival,  by  several  Americans,  because  (as  was  stated  to 
General  Steele)  the  Mexican  would  not  go  and  play  the  fiddle  for  them.  This  sub- 
stantiates fully  General  Steele's  report,  viz:  ''That  there  is  a  considerable  element  in 
the  country  bordering  on  the  Nueces  and  west  that  think  the  killing  of  a  Mexiean  no 
crime." 

There  is  no  justifiable  defense  for  the  outrageous  lawless  acts  committed  on  MfflLi- 
cans  living  in  Nueces  and  Cameron  Counties,  in  consequence  of  the  recent  raid  of  the 
Mexican  robbers  near  Corpus  Christi.  Instead  of  exterminating  the  banditti  who 
invaded  Texas,  the  vengeance  fell  on  the  poor  and  unfortunate  living  in  the  country. 
But  I  am  happy  to  state  that  the  numerous  indictments  found  by  the  late  Noeees 
County  grand  jury  indicate  that  these  outrages  have  aroused  the  good  men  of  the 
country  with  the  determination  to  put  down  vandalism  and  sustain  the  majesty  of 
the  law. 

There  is  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  some  Americans,  which  crops  out  every  once  in 
a  while,  not  to  respect  the  property  of  Mexicans  living  southwest  of  the  Nueces  River. 
As  a  case  in  point,  I  would  respectfully  cite  that  of  Seflor  Don  Sabino  Cavazoe,  a 
neighbor  of  Mr.  Richard  King,  on  the  Santa  Gertrudes,  Nueces  County. 

Seftor  Cavazos  is  known  to  be  a  good,  law-abiding  Mexican  citizen,  a  stook-raiser, 
having  horses  and  cattle.  Seflor  Cavazos  has  had  a  ranch  in  Texas  for  over  a  quarter 
of  a  century.  Well,  one  of  our  enterprising  Americans,  living,  I  believe,  in  Live  Oak 
County,  openly  claims  Cavazos's  brand  as  his  own  property,  without  any  sale  or  trans- 
fer from  Cfavazos. 

I  myself  read  Sabino  Cavazos's  letter  to  Captain  McNelly,  appealing  for  protection. 

Many  of  the  citizens  of  Mexican  origin  complain  bitterly  that  the  saft^uards  and 
protection  of  the  laws  of  the  State  are  not  usually  thrown  around  their  property  as 
around  that  of  a  select  few.  They  complain  that  the  extensive  beef-packeriee  too 
freely  receive  and  batcher  cattle  bearing  Mexican  brands.  Tliey  say  that,  while  re- 
ports of  cattle  or  hides,  with  A*s,  B's,  ana  C's,  American  brands  and  ear-marks,  giving 
full  description  thereof,  are  generally  properlv  made,  when  it  comes  to  their  property, 
their  cattle  or  hides,  they  are  usually  reportea  simply  as  so  many  cattle  or  hides  with 
Mexican  brands,  without  any  description  thereof;  hence  their  inability  to  trace  their 
property,  even  when  sold  without  their  authority. 

Such  are  the  complaints  made  by  our  Mexican  citizens,  and  I  have  thought  it  my 
duty  to  report  them  to  your  excellency. 
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As  to  the  relatiuuH  with  thn  ailjoioini;  repnblu'.  smuffglingy  in  consequence  of  the 
immediate  proximity  of  the  "  Zona  Libi-e"  (or  Free  Zone),  ami  cftttle-stealing,  by  Mexi- 
cans from  Mexico,  have  worked  together  to  the  destruction  of  Texas  interest. 

Many  well-to-do  Mexican  rancheros,  owning  property"  on  both  sides  of  the  Rio  Grande, 
are  engaged  in  smuggling,  nsing  the  bold  and  intrepid  for  the  business ;  and  when 
depredations  or  marders  are  committed  in  Texas  by  these  *^emp1oy6s,"  the  smuggling 
roucheros  do  not  dare  expose  them,  in  consequence  of  their  own  illicit  trafiSc,  and  the 
honest  rauchero,  for  self-preservation,  dares  not  expose  them,  as  his  life  and  property 
both  are  at  the  mercy  of  the  maranders. 

The  system "of  **  rural  police"  on  the  frontier  of  Mexico  is  so  perfect  ttiat  the  Mexican 
authorities  are  generally  aware  of  nearly  all  the  thefts  of  animals  committed  on  the 
Texas  side  of  the  river,  especially  wlien  the  booty  is  carried  over  to  the  Mexican  side 
of  the  Rio  Bravo.  But  the  Mexican  officials  on  the  Lower  Rio  Grande  have  acted  in 
exceeding  bad  faith,  even  when  onr  American  citizens,  or  Mexicans  claiming  American 
citizenship,  made  fi^r  and  Just  reclamations,  and  that  their  identified  stolen  property 
was  in  siglit. 

As  a  ludicrons  example  of  the  bad  faith  and  ^^iinesst "  of  some  of  the  Mexican  officials 
on  the  Lower  Rio  Grande,  I  will  relate  one  of  their  escapades,  resulting  ont  of  what  is 
known  as  the  Corpus  Christi  raid,  as  reported  by  Mr.  Avery,  United  States  commercial 
agent  at  Camargo,  Mexico. 

As  soon  as  Mr.  Avery  heard  of  the  arrest  of  several  of  the  raiders  by  the  principal 
judge  at  Camargo,  he  went  to  see  if  he  would  be  permitted  to  inspect  the  stolen  prop- 
erty,  belonging  to  Americans,  found  in  the  possession  of  the  raiders.  This  permission 
was  refused.  But  subsequently  an  order  came  from  Matamoros,  allowing  the  inspec- 
tion by  the  United  States  commercial  agent  of  the  stolen  property  in  charge  of  the 
Mexican  authorities. 

A  long  inventory  was  handed  Mr.  Avery  by  the  judge,  in  court,  and  at  the  very 
bottom  of  the  inventory  was  reported  *'  a  gold  ivatch  and  chain," 

As  Mr.  Avery  had  been  notified  by  one  of  the  victims  of  the  Corpus  Christi  raid  to 
be  on  the  lookout  for  a  gold  watch  snd  chain,  in  hopes  to  identify  the  property,  he 
asked  to  see  it. 

Mexican  Ji'dgk.  Very  well,  sir;  you  shall  see  it.  Mr.  Clerk,  show  the  gentleman 
the  gold  watch  and  chain. 

Clekk.  The  gold  watch  and  chain ;  si  seHor,  hum !  hum !  (Clerk  retires  from  court- 
room, then  returns.)  Your  honor,  I  don't  know  where  the  gold  watch  and  chain  are — 
hum  !  I  believe — the — prisoner  has  got  them  yet. 

Judge.  Bring  the  prisoner  in  court — (prisoner,  one  of  the  raiders,  brought  in.) — Have 
you  got  the  gold  watch  and  chainj 

PiasoNKR.  No,  sir;  when  coming  through  "  Reynosa  Viejo,''  my  comrades  and  my- 
self, as  prisoners,  having  no  funds  to  buy  provisions  with,!  sold  the  gold  watch  and 
chain  for  |15. 

JuDiiE  (to  the  prisoner^.  That  was  very  trn'ortg^  sir.  (Then  turning  to  Mr.  Avery.) 
I  regret  this  very  much,  sir ;  but  is  there  anything  else  on  the  inventory  you  would  like 
to  see. 

*'  No,"  replied  Mr.  Aveiy,  and  in  disgust  he  w«nt  home. 

It  was  claimed  by  respectable  Mexican  citizens  at  Matamoros^  and  by  the  indefatiga- 
ble Mexican  consul  at  Brownsville,  that  this  condition  of  anairs  existed  owing  to 
*'  Cortina's  reign  ;  "  and  in  justice  to  several  Mexican  gentlemen,  I  would  say  that  tney 
did  all  in  their  ]>ower  to  cause  the  removal  of  Cortina  from  the  frontier. 

Now  that  the  United  States  Government  seems  to  have  awakened  from  its  *'  Rip  Van 
Winkle  sleep,''  after  the  wanton  murder  of  Texas  citizens,  high-handed  thefts  of  Texas 
property,  and  open  invasion  of  Texas  soil  by  a  well  organized  and  armed  body  of  Mexi- 
cans from  Mexico,  it  is  sincerely  and  most  fervently  noped  that  a  better  era  will  dawn 
npon  our  unfortunate  bleeding  frontier. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOS.  E.  DWYER. 

His  Excellency  Richard  Coke,  Governor  of  Texas. 


Mr,  Foster  to  Mr.  tlsh. 

(Foreign  Relations,  1875,  p.  946.) 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  July  7, 1875. 

Sir  :  On  yesterday,  in  a  visit  which  I  made  to  the  foreign  office,  I  directed  Mr.  La- 
frHgua's  attent  on  to  the  telegraphic  reports,  received  by  the  last  steamer  from  the 
United  States,  of  the  continuance  of  trouble  on  the  Rio  Grande  border  in  Texas,  and 
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of  the  re-enforcemeut  of  the  United  States  Army  and  naval  forces  in  that  locality.  1 
also  called  his  attention  to  the  fact  that  my  government  had  assigned  the  command  of 
the  Department  of  Texas  to  one  of  the  most  prudent  and  prominent  generals  of  the 
Army,  and  that  I  deemed  it  very  important  that  his  government  shonld  send  to  that 
frontier  an  officer  of  position  and  capacity,  in  the  full  confidence  of  his  admiDistration, 
and  supported  by  a  strong  force  of  the  feaeral  army.  If  such  a  representation  of  the 
army  and  government  was  on  the  Mexican  side  of  the  Rio  Grande,  and  in  communica- 
tion and  co-operation  with  our  troops,  I  was  satisfied  the  border  outlawry  would  soon 
cease.  Mr.  Lafragua  conceded  that  my  suggestion  was  entirely  correct,  but  replied, 
as  he  has  done  on  other  occasions,  that  it  was  difficult  for  the  government,  in  the  dis- 
turbed condition  of  the  country,  to  spare  for  that  service  either  a  prominent  officer  or 
a  strong  force  of  the  army,  but  that  it  would  meet  the  difficulty  as  far  aa  it  was  x»os8ible. 
He  said  that  he  had  confidence,  however,  that  the  arrest  and  removal  of  Cortina  would 
have  a  great  influence  in  diminishing  the  troubles;  that  the  leader  being  taken  away, 
the  outlaws  would  soon  disperse  and  cease  their  depredations,  and  that  peace  would 
again  be  restored  in  that  locality.  I  expressed  to  him  my  gratification  at  the  arrest 
of  Cortina,  and  stated  that  I  had  no  doubt  of  its  beneficial  influence,  especially  if  his 
removal  was  to  be  permanent;  but  that  this  act  alone  would  not  be  sufficient  to  re- 
strain the  raids  and  plundering ;  that  the  border  region  could  only  be  kept  in  order 
by  the  presence  of  a  federal  force  under  a  prudent  commander.  Experience  proved 
that  the  local  authorities  were,  to  a  great  extent,  in  sympathy  with  or  overawed  by 
the  robbers,  and  their  punishment  could  only  be  expected  at  the  hands  of  federal  offi- 
cials under  the  direct  orders  of  the  supreme  'government.  I  remarked  that  shonld  the 
depredations  continue,  and  it  should  be  apparent  that  no  serious  attempt  was  made 
by  the  Mexican  authorities  to  restrain  or  punish  the  raiders,  while  I  had  no  official  in- 
formatiou  on  the  sudject,  a  repetition  of  General  Mackenzie's  course  might  be  antici- 
pated. Protection  to  the  citizens  of  Texas  must  be  afforded;  if  not  given  by  the 
Mexican  Government,  it  would  come  from  the  United  States.  Mr.  Lafragua  made  no 
direct  response  to  this  latter  intimation,  but  stated  that  his  government  would  at 
least  see  that  there  was  a  change  of  Mexican  officials  on  the  Rio  Grande  and  the  troops 
in  that  quarter  re-enforced  as  soon  as  possible. 
I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 


Mr»  Foster  to  Mr,  Fish. 

(Foreign  Relations,  1875,  p.  946.) 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  July  12,  1875. 

Sir  :  The  official  journal  of  the  government,  the  Diario  Oficialof  this  afternoon,  an- 
nounces that  General  Juan  N.  Cortina  was  on  the  1st  day  of  May  last,  ordered  by  the 
president  to  come  to  this  capital  and  give  a  report  of  certain  affairs  on  the  northern 
frontier.  The  order  was  communicated  by  telegraph,  and  the  general  answered,  ask- 
ing for  an  extension  of  time  when  he  should  present  himself,  which  was  granted. 
This  time  having  elapsed,  the  order  was  again  sent  to  him,  when  he  replied,  tendering 
his  resignation  irom  the  Mexican  army.  The  president  refused  to  accept  the  resigna- 
tion, but  again  repeated  the  order,  reserving  the  question  of  his  resijj^Dation  to  be  de- 
termined after  compliance  with  the  order.  Having  failed  to  obey,  on  the  18th  ultimo 
his  arrest  was  ordered,  and  on  yesterday  it  was  carried  into  execution,  at  the  Union 
ranch,  near  Matamoros,  in  the  State  Tamaulipas.  The  Mexican  schooner  Juarez  sailed 
from  Vera  Cruz  for  Matamoros  on  yesterday  to  bring  him  to  this  city,  where  he  will 
be  placed  ui>on  trial  for  disobedience  of  orders. 

This  is  the  most  decisive  step  yet  taken  by  the  Mexican  Government  for  the  restora- 
tion of  order  on  the  Rio  Grande  border,  and  if  it  results  in  the  permanent  removal  from 
that  locality  of  Coitina  and  his  punishment,  I  have  no  doubt*  it  will  have  a  salutary 
effect. 

I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 


General  Ord  to  Chi^if  Signal  Officer  United  Statea  Army, 

(H.  Report  343,  44th  Cong.,  1st  se*s.,  p.  138.) 

Headquarters  Department  of  Texas, 
{  iSait  Antonio^  Tex.,  August  13,  1875. 

Sir  :  A  recent  visit  to  the  Rio  Grande  has  developed  that  the  telegraph  between 
Fort  Brown  and  Ringgold  Barracks  has  been  cut  and  pulled  down  three  times  by  the^ 
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Mexican  inhabitants ;  that  north  and  w6Rt  of  Ringgold  it  is  palled  down,  as  fiMt  as  it 
is  ereeted,  by  Mexicans.  As  these  people  li^e  along  the  line,  and  control  the  ooorte, 
there  is  no  ase  in  watching  for  them  or  attempting  to  arrest  them.  The  jddge  of  the 
district  informed  me  that  ihey  cannot  be  conyicted  of  any  offense  by  the  courts,  fbr, 
when  brought  np  they  oan  escape  by  suborned  evidence,  which  is  invariably  at  their 
disposal. 

I  shall  not  attempt  to  keep  up  the  line  along  the  Rio  Grande,  for  these  reasons,  un- 
less on  account  of  the  continued  invasion  of  the  country  by  Mexican  raiders  and  mur- 
derers it  is  declared  under  martial  law. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 
Bfiifodiit' General f  CmnmamdiHg, 
Chief  Signal-Officer, 

United  StaUa  Army,  WashingtoUf  D.  C, 


Oeneral  Ord  to  AdftUant-C^enetdl  U.  S.  Army. 

(H.  Report  343,  44th  Congress,  Ist  sess.,  p.  96.) 

Headquarters  Department  of  Texas, 

San  AnUmiOf  Tex,,  Augtut  23, 1875. 

Sir:  Inclosed  please  find  letters  from  the  Hon.  J.  E.  Dwyer,  State  senator;  Mr.  P. 
Marceli,  sheriff  of  Starr  County,  Texas,  and  others,  Nos.  2588, 2589, 2592, 2646, 2683, 2711, 
5^45, 28^M,  3450.    I  beg  to  call  especial  attention  to  statement  of  Hon.  J.  £.  Dwyer. 

Having,  examined  the  country  aud  visited  many  of  the  ranches  and  places  named,  I 
find,  from  best  sources  of  information,  that  the  within  statements  are  geaerall^  re- 
liable ;  and  that  while  there  are  qnite  a  number  of  nsefal  and  peaceable  Mexicans 
settled  on  the  east  side  of  the  Rio  Grande,  like  all  Mexicans  not  genie  de  razon,  they  sub- 
mit docilely  to  anv  power  or  force  that  chooses  to  override  them,  so  that,  the  country 
being  now  overridden  by  the  Mexican  'raiders,  civil  authority  overawed  or  elected  by 
peons  in  their  interest,  the  military  powerless  for  the  reason  that,  while  really  it  is  a 
time  of  war  and  public  danger,  no  proclamation  to  that  effect  has  been  made  by  the 
President,  and  the  aforesaid  civil  authority  (Mexican)  is  paramount,  and  every  judge 
and  sheriff  of  the  State,  knowing  the  facts,  assured  me  it  was  impossible  to  convict  any 
raider^  murderer,  or  offender  wno  may  be  connected  with  or  under  the  protection  of 
the  raider  bands. 

The  circumstances  are  almost  identical  with  the  piracies  on  our  bommeree  once  com- 
mitted by  the  Algerians,  who  fled  in  safety  with  their  prizes  to  their  own  ports.  There 
the  offenses  were  committed  on  the  open  seas ;  here  they  are  committed,  with  the  same 
ease  and  atrocities,  on  the  open  plains.  In  both  cases  the  pirates  found  a  readv  sale 
for  their  captures,  in  the  ports  wnere  their  expeditions  were  ntted  out,  namely,  Algiers 
and  Tripoli,  for  the  Moors,  and  Matamoros,  Reynosa,  Camai|(o,  Mier,  and  Querero,  for 
the  Mexicans,  and  in  both  cases  the  pirates  were  rewarded  by  promotion.  The  leader 
of  the  band  that  murdered  Lovell  m  May  last,  and  plundered  the  custom-house  at 
Carizo,  is  now  captain  of  the  guard  at  Mier. 

I  have  to  ask  tliat  these  papers  and  this  letter  be  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 
Very  respeotfkilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

£.  O.  C.  ORD, 
JBrigadier'Creaeral,  U,  8,  Army^  C0mMQM4ing. 

Adjutant-General  U.  S.  Asmt, 

Waekingt^mf  D,  C. 


Telegrams  relating  to  the  raid  at  Laa  Cuevaa,  and  croseing  into  Mexico  of  United  States  and 

State  troops. 

(H.  Report  343,  44th  Cong.,  1st  sess.,  p.  88.) 

[Telegram  .j 

Headquarters  Department  of  Texas,' 

San  AntoniOf  Tex.,  November  20^  li^5. 
Adjutant-General 

United  States  Army,  Washington,  D.  C: 

The  following  telegrams  explain  affairs  on  the  Rio  Grande : 

Headquarters  District  of  the  Rio  Grande, 

Fort  Brown,  Novenkher  18, 1875. 
Adjutant-General 

Department  Texas,  San  Antonio,  Tex. : 

Randlett  struck  yesterday  back  of  Las  Cnevas  train  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  stolen 
cattle ;  followed  to  Rio  Grande ;  saw  herd  crossing  and  thieves  on  Mexican  side  haul- 

10  A 
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ing  them  out  tbe  river ;  demand  made  by  him  on  Mexican  authorities  to  anrrender  cat- 
tle and'thieves;  if  not  complied  with  this  a.  m.  has  crossed  into  Mexico  to  recover 
them.  Clendenin  gone  down  to  assist  with  all  available  forces  from  Ringgold.  Alex- 
ander has  just  started  with  two  companies  for  Las  Coevas.  I  made  demand  on  Chris- 
topher for  rendition  of  cattle  and  thieves ;  line  to  Ringgold  cut  this  morning. 

POTTER,  Commanding. 

Hkadquarters  District  of  the  Rio  Grande, 

Fort  Brownf  Novembtir  19,  1875. 
Adjutant-General 

Department  Texae^  San  AnUmio : 

Cattle  demanded  by  Clendenin  have  not  been  delivered.  McNally's  company  joined 
Clendenin  last  night  and  crossed  the  river  at  1  a.  m.  Had  a  fight  after  daylight.  Re- 
ports foor  Mexicans  killed ;  foar  hundred  Mexicans  in  line,  part  regular  troops.  Clen- 
denin seized  the  ferry-boats  at  Camargo.  Citizens  of  Camargo  reported  arming.  I 
expect  Alexander  to  arrive  at  Las  Cuevas  this  p.  m.  Mails  which  left  here  yesterday 
morning  for  Corpus  reported  robbed  ninety  miles  from  here.* 

POTTER,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  District  Rio  Grande, 

Fort  Brown,  November  19, 1875. 

Adjutant-General 

Department  Texas,  San  Antonio ^  Tex.: 

Alexander  arrived  at  Las  Cnevas.  Reports  that  forty  men  of  Eighth  Cavalry  crossed 
this  morning  before  his  arrival,  by  Randlett's  order,  Clendenin  having  left  for  Ring- 
gold to  support  McNally,  who  was  driven,  by  Mexicans,  to  the  river.  This  was  done 
in  violation  of  orders  given  by  me  yesterday.  I  have  directed  Alexander  to  return 
troops  to  north  bank.  He  has  answered,  "  It  will  be  done  immediately.  Have  carried 
out  your  other  instructions  in  regard  to  notifying  Mexican  authorities,  and  returning 
property."    Alexander  reports  large  numbers  of  troops  are  concentrating  in  front  of 


mm. 


POTTER,  Commanding, 
E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Brigadier 'General. 


Colonel  Potter  to  Aeeiitant  Adjutant-Omteral. 

(H.  Report  343,  44th  Cong.,  1st  sees.,  p.  90.) 

Headquarters  District  of  the  Rio  Grande, 

Fort  Brown,  Texae,  January  7,  1876. 

Sir  :  I  have  tbe  honor  to  transmit  herewith  inclosed  reports  of  Majors  Alexander 
and  Clendenin,  Eighth  Cavalry,  and  Captain  Raudlett,  Eighth  Cavalry,  of  the  opera- 
tions opposite  Las  Cuevas,  Mexico,  on  the  17th,  18th,  19th,  and  20th  of  November,  1875. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  POTTER, 
Colonel  Twentg-fomrik  Infantry,  Commanding. 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Department  of  Texas,  San  Antonio,  Texas. 


[Inclo«iirM.J 


Fort  Brown,  Texas,  November  29, 1875. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  orders  I  left  this  post  on  the 
Idtb  iustant,  with  Companies  C  and  I,  Eighth  Cavalry,  and  proceeded  to  Edinburg, 
leaching  that,  point  (seventy  miles  distant)  at  4  o'clock,  ana  on  the  19th.  There  I 
halt4*d  nutil  II  o'clock  a.  m.,  feeding  and  resting  the  horses  and  men,  having  informed 
Captain  Randlett  that  I  was  in  supporting  distance  of  him.  At  11  o'clock  I  moved 
out  tx>wnrd  Captain  Randlett's  camp.  When  about  three  miles  from  Edinburg  I  re- 
ceived a  di8i>atch,  by  courier,  from  Captain  Randlett,  saying  that  the  Texas  troopa, 
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ander  Captain  McNally,  had  crossed  to  the  Mexican  side  of  the  Rio  Grande,  and  were 
fishting.  I  pushed  on  rapidly,  although  the  weather  was  intensely  hot,  and  reached 
hb  camp  ahoat  4.30  p.  m.,  having  marched  one  hundred  milds  from  Fort  Brown  in 
twenty-eight  hours.  I  found  Captain  McNally,  with  his  company  of  Texans,  and  Cap- 
tain Randlett,  with  about  forty  men  of  the  Eighth  Cavalry,  on  the  Mexican  bank  of 
the  river.  They  had  jusfc  concluded  a  truce  with  the  authorities  of  Camargo,  agreeing 
to  a  suspension  of  hostilities  until  9  o'clock  a.  m.  of  the  20th. 

The  United  States  forces  were  at  once  withdrawn  to  this  bank ;  but  Captain  Mc- 
Nally,  who  was  not  under  my  orders,  declined  to  withdraw  until  the  Mexican  authori- 
ties delivered  up  the  stolen  cattle  and  thieves.  The  morning  of  the  20th  the  alcalde 
of  Camargo  came  to  this  bank  to  see  me,  and  we  had  a  long  conversation,  which  was 
not  of  sufficient  importance  to  need  mention,  save  that  he  said  they  had  a  number  of 
the  stolen  cattle,  which  they  would  deliver  tne  next  day  at  Ringgold  Barracks.  After 
receiving  your  dispatch  of  the  20th,  I  advised  Captain  McNally  to  withdraw  to  this 
side,  which  he  did.  I  then  proceeded  to  Ringgold  alooe^  reaching  there  at  1  a.  m.  the 
21st.  That  afternoon  the  Mexicans  delivered  about  seventy-six  head  of  cattle  at  Ring- 
gold. Immediately  after  their  delivery  I  returned  to  my  camp  opposite  Las  Coevas, 
arriving  about  2  a.  m.  on  the  22d.  Unaer  orders  ftom  your  headquarters  I  returned  to 
Edinburg,  and  thence,  by  easy  marches,  to  this  post,  where  I  arrived  on  the  27th 
instant.  From  the  best  information  I  could  get,  seven  of  the  thieves  and  their  con- 
federates were  killed,  and  a  number  wounded.  One  of  these  men  was  killed  by  the 
Mexican  authorities  while  taking  him  to  the  jail  at  Camargo,  and  another  was  hung 
by  Mexican  rancheros  living  on  this  side.  The  return  of  the  cattle  shows  the  effect  of 
this  demonstration. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  J.  ALEXANDER, 
Major  Eighth  Cavalry, 

Lieutenant  Helenus  Dodt, 

Acting  Awistant  Adjutant-General ^  Dhtrict  of  the  Rio  Grande. 


Captain  McNally  to  General  Potter, 

(U.  Report  343,  44th  Cong.,  let  sess.,  p.  146.) 

Tio  Cano,  December  14,  1875. 

Sir  :  In  pursuance  of  your  request  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  I  have  trustworthy 
information  that  on  or  about  the  first  of  November  of  this  year  an  agreement  was  made 
to  deliver  eighteen  thousand  beeves  to  a  certain  party  in  Monterey  on  or  before  Janu- 
ary 10, 1876.  I  am  satisfied  that  the  recent  raids  were  made  into  Texas  for  the  purpose 
of  filling  said  contract.  Yon  may  remember  that  I  notified  you  of  the  raid  to  be  made 
from  Las  Cuevas  about  fifteen  days  before  it  happened. 

I  have  used  every  means  in  my  power  to  procure  reliable  data  concerning  raids;  and 
I  snbmit  the  following  as  worthy  of  credence: 

About  the  8th  of  November,  1875,  a  herd  of  about  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  stolen 
cattle  were  crossed  into  Mexico,  about  nine  miles  above  Edinburg.  Two  citizens  of 
Texas,  claiming  cattle  in  said  herd,  followed  the  thieves  to  the  Mexican  sid^,  and  con- 
sidered themselves  fortunate  to  be  able  to  return  unharmed. 

On  November  9,  Custom-house  Inspector  Albert  Dean  saw  aherd  of  one  hundred  and 
eighty  cattle  while  being  crossed  into  Mexico  nine  miles  below  Edinburg. 

On  November  11,  one  hundred  and  twenty- five  cattle  were  crossed  into  Mexico  near 
Roma. 

On  November  14,  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  cattle  were  crossed  into  Mexico  one 
mile  b  ilow  Ringgold  Barracks.  * 

On  November  17,  two  hundred  and  fifty  cattle  were  crossed  into  Mexico  near  the 
ranch  of  Las  Cuevas. 

About  the  19th  of  November  a  herd  was  crossed  into  Mexico  nine  miles  above  Browns- 
ville. They  were  followed  by  two  of  the  owners,  who  were  compelled  to  recroas  into 
Texas  to  avoid  being  killed. 

About  November  20  two  herds  were  crossed  into  Mexico  below  Brownsville,  said  to 
contain  five  hundred  cattle. 

On  November  24  a  herd  of  three  hundred  cattle  was  crossed  into  Mexico  at  Las  Qrul- 
las,  nine  miles  below  Ringgold  Barracks.  The  trail  was  seen  by  Colonel  Jennings,  of 
the  revenue  service,  and  by  Mounted  Inspector  Dean,  less  than  an  hour  after  the  animals 
had  been  iiassedover. 

I  am  informed  by  Judge  Edward  Dougherty  that  two  other  herds  were  recently 
crossed  into  Mexico  above  Ringgold  Barracks.  These  animals  were  intended  for  the 
Monterey  market. 
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I  am  in  posaessioo  of  poeitive  ioformalion  coooerniag  animals  stolen  from  the  people 
of  Texas  and  carried  into  Mexico.    I  can  name  ranches  in  that  country  upon  which  can 
be  found  twenty  thousand  head  of  cattle  and  horses  stolen  from  Texas,  still  bearing 
the  brands  of  the  Texan  owners. 
Very  respectfully, 

L.  H.  McNALLY, 
Captain t  Commanding  UkUe  Tro&p9, 
General  J.  H.  Pottbb. 

A  true  copy : 

J.  W.  CfX)U8, 

Captain  Tuenty-fourth  Infantry. 


Resolution  and  memorial  of  the  conttiiuiional  convention  of  Ike  State  qf  Texae,  asking  tht 
attention  of  Congress  to  the  condition  of  Texas  fiontierSf  and  praying  comptnsaiion  for 
losses  sustained  hy  the  people  of  Texas,  by  reason  of  the  incursion  of  Indians  oMd  Mexi- 
cans, and  reimburument  for  sum»  of  money  expended  by  that  State  in  defending  the  front- 
ier, tV'C. 

(H.  Report  343,  44th  Con^.,  Ut  sess.,  p.  171.) 

COMMITTER-ROOM, 

Austin,  Notemher  24, 1875. 

To  the  Hon,  E.  B.  Pick4>tt,  president  of  the  oonsHtutional  eonveuiion  ef  the  State  of  Texas : 

Your  select  committee,  to  which  was  referred  a  resolution  concerning  depredations 
upon  the  people  uf  Texas  frontier  by  bands  of  marauders,  organized  beyond  the  limits 
thereof  to  invade  the  territory  of  the  United  States  and  murder  and  plunder  its  citiT 
zens,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  beg  leave  to  i*eport : 

That  they  find  that  since  the  time  of  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  St-ates, 
and  especially  since  the  termination  of  the  war  between  Mexico  and  our  government, 
resulting  in  the  acquisition  by  us  of  an  immense  and  valuable  territory  theretofore 
belonging  to  the  Republic  of  ifexico,  the  people  of  the  latter  government,  especially 
those  of  the  northern  and  frontier  States  of  Mexico,  have  entertained  feelings  of  bit- 
ter hostility  toward  the  Americans.  They  have  also  coupled  with  that  sentiment  a 
vehement  desire  to  avenge  their  defeats  and  retrieve  their  losses.  This  feeling  has 
been  evinced  in  various  ways. 

They  have  robbed,  murdered,  and  maltreated  citizens  of  the  United  States  who  were 
residing  ortraveling  in  Mexico,  in  violation  of  positive  treaty  stipulations,  the  laws  of 
nations,  and  the  laws  of  humanity ;  they  have  passed  legislative  enactments  hostile  to  the 
interests  of  Americans  living  adjaoent  to  Mexican  States,  injurious  to  American  com- 
merce, and  entailing  great  damage  to  and  upon  the  revenues  of  the  United  States ;  they 
have  set  on  foot  expeditions  upon  Mexican  soil,  or  allowed  the  same  to  be  done,  for  the 
purpose  of  invading  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  and  of  waging  a  depredji^ory 
war  upon  her  citizens  and  their  property  ;  and  they  have  made  themselves  the  allies 
of  Indians  whose  mode  of  warfare  respeots  neither  age  nor  sex.  Thane  acts  of  savage 
aggression  liave  bten  perpetrated  upon  our  peaoefm  citizens  for  more  than  twenty 
years. 

In  1859  they  became  open  and  unconcealed.  During  that  year  Joan  Neponsaoeno 
Cortina  organized  an  expedition,  mostly  in  the  Mexican  State  of  Tamaalipas,  made  a 
descent  upon  the  territory  of  Texas,  and  captured  the  city  of  Brownsville.  He  mur- 
dered unsuspecting  citizens  in  cold  blood,  robbed  houses,  and  committed  other  acts  of 
violence.  Tlfis  outlaw  prosecuted  an  inhuman  war  upon  the  flag  and  the  people  of 
the  United  States  for  eight  months.  He  did  so  with  the  knowledge,  tacit  consent,  and 
secret  co-operation  of  the  Mexican  authorities.  He  drew  supplies  of  men  and  means 
from  Mexico,  and  used  her  territory  for  the  purpose  of  re-organising  his  forces,  depos- 
iting his  stolen  property,  and  as  an  asylum  for  himself  and  followers. 

No  attempt  was  then  made  by  the  government  of  Mexico  to  restrain  her  citizens. 
When  once  upon  her  soil  they  were  free  from  arrest  and  molestation,  and  receiv^  the 
protection  of  her  laws,  and  her  authorities  looked  to  him  as  the  champion  of  their 
sentiments  of  hatred  and  revenge.  He  was  their  favorite  because  his  hands  were 
stained  with  American  blood.  He  rose  in  the  estimation  of  the  authorities.  They 
rewarded  crime  by  promoting  him,  and  he  is  now  a  brigadier-general  in  the  Mexican 
army.  During  the  presidency  of  Mr.  Juarez  he  was  sent  to  the  Rio  Qrande  as  the 
commander  of  the  hue  of  the  Bravo,  and  the  representative  of  the  supreme  govern- 
ment of  Mexico.  He  resumed  his  position  as  the  leader  and  protector  of  the  despera- 
does, thieves,  and  criminals  who  were  depredating  upon  the  people  of  Texas.    He 
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wae  retained  on  the  Rio  Gratide  against  the  protest  of  General  McCook,  of  the  United 
States  Army,  and  of  an  indignant  people  he  had  outraged.  His  presence  apon  our 
border  in  any  official  capacity  ^as  an  insolt  to  the  government  and  the  people  of  the 
United  States.  He  was  the  first  to  give  coherence  and  form  to  the  Mexican  feeling  of 
hostility  to  Americans,  and  his  admiring  coontrymeu  have  faithfoliy  followed  his  ex- 
amples. 

Notwithstanding  General  Cortina  has  been  recently  arrested  for  disobedience  of 
orders  to  his  government.  And  for  nothing  more,  yet  the  border  war  he  inaugurated 
has  been  persistently  and  energetically  carried  on  by  his  followers.  We  are  informed, 
and  believe  it  tme,  that  he  will  soon  be  npon  the  Rio  Grande  to  rejoin  his  plundering 
partisans,  and  to  finish  a  historical  record  whieh  has  been  written  in  letters  of  blood. 

The  Zona  Libre,  or  free  belt,  was  first  established  by  a  deoree  of  the  governor  of  the 
State  of  Tamanlipas.  It  provided  that  ^fjoods,  wares^  and  merchandise  could  be  intro- 
duced and  sold,  ^ree  of  duty,  in  a  belt  six  miles  in  width  and  about  three  hundred  in 
length.  It  commenced  at  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande  and  extended  to  the  upper 
boundary-line  of  the  State  of  Tamanlipas.  This  deoree  received  the  sanction  of  the 
supreme  government  of  Mexico,  notwitnstanding  it  is  in  direct  violation  of  the  consti- 
tution thereof.  Its  object  is  expressed  on  its  face.  It  was  a  blow  aimed  at  the  com- 
merce and  merchants  of  the  United  States.  It  encouraged  smuggling,  and  did  much 
to  concentrate  npon  the  Rio  Grande  a  horde  of  lawless  Ifexican  adventurers.  It  has 
shifted  business  from  the  American  to  the  Mexican  side,  and  has  well-nigh  ruined 
American  traders  in  the  valley  of  the  Rio  Grande.  The  custom-hgnse  records  show 
that  the  goods  introduced  by  the  way  of  Brazos  Santiago  and  the  month  of  the  Rio  Grande, 
previous  to  the  late  civil  war  between  the  States,  amounted  to  more  than  $10,000,000 
per  year,  and  that  the  amount  now  scarcely  exceeds  $3,000,000  annually.  The  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  requested  that  of  Mexico  to  abolish  a  system  which  discrimi- 
nated against  her  commerce  and  her  interests,  and  produced  so  many  results  preju- 
dicial to  her  revenues  and  the  welfare  of  her  people.  The  answer  to  this  just  demand 
was  an  extension  of  the  free  belt  to  about  double  its  former  length. 

The  border  warfare  which  has  been  waged  upon  the  territory  of  the  United  States 
and  the  people  of  Texas  and  their  property,  has  been  characterized  bv  savage  atrocities. 
Men  have  been  murdered  in  cold  blood,  in  almost  ever^  conceivable  way ;  they  have 
Ijeen  shot,  stabbed,  burned  alive,  and  strangled,  and  their  bodies  have  been  indecently 
mutilated  ;  women  have  been  captured,  their  persons  violated ;  captive  children  have 
been  held  and  sold  as  slaves.  In  the  latter  enormities  the  Mexicaus  and  Indians  have 
co-operated.  In  proof  whereof  the  evidence  taken  before  the  United  States  Frontier 
Commission,  in  1873,  in  the  cases  of  H.  M.  Smith  and  others,  is  respectfully  referred  to. 
To  be  brief:  On  our  exposed  frontier,  especially  on  the  Rio  Grande,  a  reign  of  terror 
has  existed  which  prevented  citizens  from  attending  to  their  vocations ;  the  prices  of 
real  and  personal  property  have  depreciated ;  population  has  not  increased ;  hundreds 
of  lives  have  been  sacrificed,  and  millions  of  dollars'  worth  of  property  have  b3eu  taken 
into  Mexico,  and  into  the  haunts  of  their  savage  allies.  It  is  a  question  of  supremacy. 
The  homes,  the  property,  and  the  lives  of  firontiersmen  hang  upon  the  issue.  On  the 
Rio  Grande  the  decision  will  consign  the  country  to  Mexican  bandits,  or  secure  it  td 
the  American  settlers.  It  is  abandoufment  on  tlie  one  side,  and  reoonquest  on  the  other. 
It  is  a  contest  between  civilization  and  savagery. 

The  outrages  on  the  part  of  Mexico  have  been  committed  boldly  and  defiantly.  Cit- 
izens and  solaiers  have  participated ;  officers  of  the  Mexican  army  have  crossed  the 
Rio  Grande  at  the  head  of  their  commands,  and  have  committed  outrages  upon  the 
persons  and  the  property  of  our  people.  Mexican  officials,  civil  and  military,  have  been 
participants  in  the  profits  arising  from  this  border  war.  They  have  given  their  sanc- 
tion to  acts  of  violenoe  and  rapine  ;  they  have  protected  the  perpetrators,  and,  as  far 
as  they  could,  ttaey  have  legalized  robbery  and  murder.  To  the  dishonor  of  the  su- 
preme government  of  Mexico,  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  cattle  stolen  from  the  i)eople 
of  Texas  have  found  their  way  into  the  public  treasury.  The  custom-house  authori- 
ties of  Reynosa  and  Camargo  have  seized  stolen  cattle,  knowing  they  had  been  feloni- 
ously acquired.  They  have  refused  to  deliver  them  to  the  authorized  agents  of  the 
American  owners,  and  have  condemned  and  sold  them,  on  the  ground  that  they  had 
been  introduced  into  the  country  contrary  to  law.  A  municipal  tax  has  been  assessed 
and  paid  upon  property  publicly  known  to  have  been  robbed  from  Texas.  This  has 
been  done  m  Matamoros  find  other  places. 

It  has  been  the  practice  of  the  Mexican  authorities  to  throw  insuperable  obstacles 
in  the  way  of  recovering  property  stolen  from  Americans  and  oarred  into  Mexico. 
Our  citizens  have  been  threatened  and  imprisoned  for  daring  to  ask  for  the  restitution  of 
property.  To  be  concise :  We  have  suffered  the  evils  and  the  calamities  of  war  from  a 
people  with  whom  we  are  professedly  at  peace. 

The  supreme  government  of  Mexico  has  been  notified  of  the  hostile  and  piratical 
aggressions  of  her  authorities  and  citizens  upon  the  territory,  people,  and  property  of 
a  neighboring  and  peaceful  power,  and  no  adequate  steps  have  been  taken  to  prevent 
the  fitting  out  of  expeditions  upon  her  soil.    Uer  territory  has  been  used  as  a  place  of 
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deposit  for  stolen  property ;  the  aame'has  been  sold  pnblioly  in  her  markets,  and  the 
maraaders  have  fonnd  refnge  upon  her  territory ;  once  across  the  Rio  Grande,  and  the 
outlaw  is  safe  from  molestation ;  he  is  covered  by  the  flag  of  Mexico,  and  is  the  pecu- 
liar object  of  protection  by  her  anthortties.  For  these  and  many  other  hostile  acts, 
Mexico  stands  condemned  by  the  law  of  nations  as  the  indorser  of  the  aggressions  of 
her  citizens.  She  has  utterly  failed  to  comply  with  her  treaty  obligations.  She  has 
been  an  inactive  spectator  of  the  mnrders  and  robberies  committed  by  her  citizens  and 
soldiers  npon  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  their  propefty. 

Her  failure  to  comply  with  her  duties  under  the  obligations  of  international  law 
and  to  extend  to  a  neighboring  and  friendly  power  the  offices  of  comity  and  good 
neighborhood  attach  to  ner  a  fearful  responsibility.  By  so  doing  she  has  encouraged 
her  citizens  in  their  wanton  acts  of  robbery ;  and  up  to  the  present  time,  as  we  are 
informed  by  dispatches  fh>m  the  distracted  frontier  of  the  Rio  Grande,  those  depreda- 
tions are  still  continuing  upon  our  peaceful  people  and  their  property  in  the  immedi- 
ate vicinity  and  in  sight  of  the  armed  forces  of  the  United  States. 

Again,  our  extensive  northwestern  frontier  has  for  forty  years  been  exposed  to  con- 
stantly recurring  inroads  of  the  nomadic  tribes  that  dwell  in  the  regions  beyond  that 
line — resulting  in  the  murder  of  men,  women,  and  children,  and  the  stealing  and  de- 
struction of  property  of  immense  value,  often  leaving  whole  settlements  of  hardy 
frontiersmen  (the  pioneers  of  civilization)  utterly  divested  by  wholesale  plunder  of  all 
the  accumulations  of  an  industrious  life,  acquired  in  rescuing,  from  the  savage,  fertile 
plains,  and  devotigg  them  to  industrious  civilization. 

Therefore,  in  consideration  of  the  premises,  which  are  abundantly  established  by  the 
testimony  of  the  civil  and  military  officers,  and  various  citizens  of  the  United  States — 

We,  the  delegates  of  the  people  of  Texas,  in  constitutional  convention  assembled,  do 
most  respectfully  Out  earnestly  invoke  the  interposition  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  through  its  legitimate  and  constituted  authorities,  to  take  such  prompt 
and  efficient  action  as  shall  secure  to  her  citizens  security  of  person  and  property  and 
just  compensation  for  the  injuries  they  have  so  wrongfully  suffered  at  the  hands  of 
the  people  and  officers  of  the  Government  of  the  Republic  of  Mexico,  claiming  to  be 
at  peace  with  our  government,  so  that  in  the  future  there  shall  not  be  the  constantly 
impending  danger  of  a  war  between  the  two  countries,  and  our  people  be  left  to  enjoy 
their  right-s  of  person  and  property  in  peace  and  security,  and  that  they  be  compensated 
for  the  losses  and  injuries  they  have  sustained,  and  the  State  of  Texas  be  re-imbnrsed 
for  the  sums  of  money  she  has  expended  in  defense  of  her  exposed  and  suffering  front- 
ier along  the  entire  Indian  and  Mexican  border. 

In  making  these  requests,  which  we  prefer  to  the  honorable  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  we  feel  that  we  are  but  asking  that  which,  as  citizens  of  that  great  gov- 
ernment, we  are  justly  entitled  to ;  nor  can  we  entertain  a  doubt  that  the  relief  will 
be  granted  when  the  facts  shall  be  made  known  to  the  properly-constitutM  authorities. 

We  therefore  request  that  his  excellency  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Texas  transmit 
a  copy  of  this  report  and  memorial  to  His  Excellency  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  a  copy  thereof  be  transmitted  by  the  president  of  the  convention  to 
our  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress,  that  the  subject  may  be  properly  pre- 
sented to  the  consideration  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

GEORGE  FLOURNOY, 

Chairman. 
J.  R.  FLEMING. 
L.  S.  ROSS. 
JOHN  S.  FORD. 

D.  A.  NUNN. 

B.  D.  MARTIN. 

E.  L.  DOHONEY. 
J.  W.  BARNETT. 
JOHN  S.  MILLS. 

C.  S.  WEST. 
HENRY  C.  KING. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SPECIAL  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  MEXICAN  BORDER 
TROUBLES,  APPOINTED  UNDER  RESOLUTION  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  REP- 
RESENTATIVES, PASSED  JANUARY  6.  Iti76. 

(H.  Report  343,  44th  C(  ng.,  Itt  sess.— February  29, 1876.) 

The  special  committee  who  were  appointed  under  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
re  <)entatives,  passed  January  6,  1876,  **  That  the  portion  of  the  President's  message 
which  refers  to  the  inroads,  robberies,  and  mnrders  along  the  Mexican  border  in  Texas 
be  referred  to  a  special  committee  of  five  members,  with  instructions  to  inquire  into 
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the  OAOses  and  the  Datore  aod  extent  of  these  depredations,  and  the  measares  that 
might  prevent  their'  continoance,  with  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  and  to 
report  at  as  early  a  day  as  possible,''  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report: 

Your  committee,  in  order  to  obtain  the  most  comprehensive  and  reliable  facts  con- 
nected with  the  subject  of  their  investigation,  collected  from  the  War  Department, 
from  the  State  Department,  and  from  the  proceedings  of  the  State  government  of  Texas 
all  the  important  information  bearing  upon  the  subject ;  and  also  had  before  them 
witnesses  from  whose  personal  observations  a  true  representation  of  the  condition  of 
the  country  on  the  Lower  Rio  Grande  frontier  could  be  gathered. 

In  the  year  1472,  three  commissioners  were  appointed  by  the  President,  under 
authority  of  a  joint  resolution  of  both  houses  of  Congress,  approved  May  7,  1472, 
which  read  as  follows : 

"  Whereas  there  are  complaints  of  many  depredations  having  been  committed  for 
several  years  past  upon  the  frontiers  of  the  State  of  Texas  by  bands  of  Indians  and 
Mexicans,  who  crossed  the  Rio  Grande  River  into  the  State  of  Texas,  murdering  the 
inhabitants  or  carrying  them  into  captivity,  and  destroying  or  carrying  awa^  the 
property  of  the  citizens  of  said  State ;  as  also  that  bands  of  Indians  have  committed, 
and  continue  to  commit,  like  depredations  on  the  property,  lives,  and  liberty  of  the 
citizens  along  the  northern  and  northwestern  frontiers  of  said  State :  Therefore, 

*'  Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Con- 
gress assembledf  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  bs,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized 
and  empowered  to  appoint  three  persons  to  act  as  commissioners  to  inquire  into  the 
extent  and  character  of  said  depredations,  by  whom  committed,  their  residence,  or 
country  inhabited  bv  them,  the  persons  murdered  or  carried  into  captivity,  the  char- 
acter and  value  of  the  property  destroyed  or  carried  away,  from  what  portions  of  said 
State,  and  to  whom  the  same  belonged. 

**  Sec.  2.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  commissioners,  or  a  msdority  of  them,  as 
soon  as  practicable,  to  proceed  to  the  frontiers  of  said  State  and  take  the  testimony, 
under  oath,  of  such  witnesses  as  may  appear  before  them,  after  having  given  notice 
for  ten  days  previous,  by  publication  in  tne  nearest  newspapers,  of  the  time  and  place 
of  their  meeting,  of  all  such  depredations,  when,  where,  by  and  upon  whom  commit- 
ted, and  shall  make  up  and  transmit  to  the  President  full  reports  of  their  said  inves- 
tigations. 

''Sec.  3.  That  sai*!  commissioners  shall  be  entitled  to  and  receive  as  compensation 
for  their  services  the  sum  of  ten  dollars  per  day  eacn,  and  their  traveling-expenses  to 
each,  for  and  during  the  time  they  shall  be  engaged  in  said  service ;  and  the  sum  of  six 
thousand  dollars,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
appropriated  to  pay  the  expenses  of  said  investigation  and  said  commissioners.'* 

No  action  has  ever  been  taken  in  regard  to  the  report  of  that  commission ;  but,  say- 
ing nothing  of  the  claims  investigated,  wbich  do  not  come  properly  under  the  notice 
of  your  committee,  the  statements  of  facts,  the  accounts  of  the  murders  and  robber- 
ies, must  be  considered  as  correct,  and  are  corroborated  by  all  that  came  immediately 
betore  your  committee.  We  deemed  it,  therefore,  unnecessary  to  again  go  over  the 
same  ground,  but  confined  our  examinations  to  the  condition  of  that  region  since  the 
date  of  the  report  here  mentioned,  only  referring  back  occasionally  so  as  to  keep  the 
thread  of  a  connected  hist^ory  unbroken.  But  even  for  that  time  the  documents  from 
the  War  and  State  Departments  were  found  so  bulky,  and  the  array  of  robberies  and 
murders  so  long,  that  your  committee  confined  themselves  chiefly  to  the  occurrences  of 
the  last  year  and  the  present  condition  of  tliat  country. 

For  the  same  reasons  your  committee  excluded  all  matter  referring  to  the  incursions 
and  raids  of  Indians,  residents  of  Mexico,  near  the  Upper  Rio  Grande,  into  Texas  for 
murder  and  pillage,  and  confined  themselves  to  the  district  in  which  the  raiding  is 
doneby  the  Mexicans  residing  on  the  south  bank  of  the  Rio  Grande,  from  its  mouth 
op  some  distance  above  Laredo,  altogether  about  300  to  400  mileti. 

SCENE  OF  THE  RAIDS. 

,The  country  lying  between  the  Rio  Grande  (by  the  Mexicans  called  Rio  Bravo  del 
Norte)  and  tlie  Nueces  River,  in  the  State  of  Texas,  belonged,  previous  to  the  Texan 
war  of  independence,  like  all  Texas,  to  Mexico ;  but  while  all  the  rest  of  Texas  was 
united  with  the  State  of  Coahnila  under  one  State  government,  the  govorument  of 
"  Coahnila  and  Texas,"  this  country  was  a  portion  of  the  Mexican  State  of  Tamau- 
lipas. 

When  Texas  achieved  her  independence  in  1836  the  republic  claimed  the  Rio  Grande 
as  the  boundary -line,  and  thereby  included  in  her  territory  this  portion  of  Tamaulipas 
lying  between  the  Rio  Grande  and  Nueces  Rivers.    Mexico  resisted  that  claim;  and 
during  the  nine  years  of  existence  of  Texas  as  a  sovereign  and  se^alVa»t^x^'^\^^:^^.^^ 
and  after  Texas  had  become  one  of  the  United  States  of  Kmenc^s^,  \)^  \Xvt&«k^\>^^  ^^- 
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negation,  Id  1845,  that  good  try  was  disputed  groond.  Althongh  the  independeoee  of 
Texas  was  recogDized  by  Mexioo.  it  was  not  autil  after  the  Mezioan  war  of  1846,  and 
in  the  treaty  of  Gaadalope  Hidalgo,  in  1848,  that  Mexico  recognized  the  Bio  Grande  as 
her  boundary.  The  first  battles  of  the  war,  the  battles  of  Palo  Alto  and  Resaca  de  la 
Palma,  were  fought  on  that  disputed  ground,  the  theater  of  the  present  raids. 

This  country  is  mostly  prairie,  about  three  hundred  miles  from  the  coast  to  its 
upper  line  and  an  average  width  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  covered  with  the 
most  nutritions  j^rasses,  and  is  looked  upon  as  amon^  the  best  pasture-land  of  all  the 
fine  pastures  of  Western  Texas.  Before  the  revolutionary  war  of  Texas,  it  contained 
vast  herds  of  cattle,  hordes,  and  sheep,  the  owners  livipg  partly  on  the  lands  and  partly 
in  the  Mexican  towns  west  of  the  river.  In  1835,  Just  before  the  war,  according  to  the 
assessment-rolls  of  the  towns  on  the  Rio  Grande,  there  were  over  three  milnons  of 
head  of  stock  on  these  plains.  (See  Ex.  Doc.  No.  52, 36th  Congress.^  The  war  fol- 
lowed. During  its  progress,  and  after  its  close,  nearly  all  the  inhabitants  left,  either 
withdrawing  to  the  south  of  the  river  by  order  of  the  Mexican  generals  or  Keeping 
dose  upon  the  river-bank,  to  be  ready  to  cross.  The  stock  was  abandoned  and  de- 
stroyed. None  of  the  people  remained  to  reside  there,  as  they  were  disarmed  by 
Mexico  and  treated  as  enemies  by  Texas.  (See  Ex.  Doc.  No.  52,  36th  Congress.)  The 
Indians  commenced  their  devastating  forays  upon  the  defenseless  country.  On  the 
early  American  maps  that  portion  of  Texas  was  marked  as  a  *'  desert,''  inhabited  only 
by  *^  large  droves  of  wild  horses  and  cattle."  It  is  far  from  being  a  desert,  but  the 
wild  horses  and  cattle  were  there,  the  remnants  of  former  wealth.  For  years  this 
country  was  the  hunting-ground  of  *' mustang-hunters,"  Americans,  Mexicans,  and 
Indians  alike. 

After  the  Mexican  war  the  Government  of  the  United  States  established  military 
posts  along  the  frontier,  and  the  State  of  Texas  kept  several  companies  of  "rangers'^ 
in  the  field,  thus  affording  protection  from  Indian  incursions.  The  legislature  of  the 
State,  in  the  year  1852,  a&o  passed  liberal  laws  confirming  the  titles  of  the  old  Mexi- 
can owners  to  their  lands.  The  assertion  made  by  a  committee  of  investigation  sent 
by  the  Government  of  Mexico,  that  the  Mexican's  were  deprived  of  their  lands  by 
legislation,  is  directly  contrary  to  the  facts  and  without  foundation.  The  legislation 
of  the  State  has  been  of  the  most  liberal  character,  and  the  decisions  of  the  courts  uni- 
formly in  favor  of  the  old  titles. 

In  consequence  of  this  liberal  legislation  the  Mexican  residents  returned  about  the  year 
1853,  and  re-rstablished  their  stock-ranches,  and  in  1856,  and  since,  Americans  settled 
throughout  the  country,  purchasing  land  ^m  the  old  owners,  or  acquiring  the  un- 
loeated  public  domain  under  the  laws  of  Texas.  They  were  remarkably  prosperous 
until  the  raids  assumed  a  formidable  character.  From  reports  given  to  the  committee 
it  may  be  seen  that,  although  agriculture  is  still  in  its  infancy  there,  and  the  country 
still  held  and  used  alone  by  the  nerdsmen,  the  wealth  was  rapidly  increasing. 

In  the  report  of  the  commission  sent  there  in  1872,  to  investigate  the  raids,  it  is 
stated  that,  in  the  year  1870,  the  assessment-rolls  in  the  counties  of  Cameron,  Hi- 
dalgo, Starr,  Webb,  La  Salle,  Encinal,  Doval,  Zapata,  and  Nueces  (the  returus  of  two 
other  counties.  Live  Oak  and  McMullen,  not  having  been  included),  showed  299,193 
cattle,  and  73,593  horses ;  and  now,  even  after  the  enormous  losses  by  the  raids,  the 
following  estimates  give  an  idea  of  the  exportations  of  that  district : 
The  firm  of  Coleman,  Mathis  &,  Fulton,  of  Rockford,  having  contracted  to 

ship  cattle  by  Morgan's  steamboat  line,  supply,  per  annum,  50,000  steers, 

at  the  rate  of  $18  per  head,  or , I960, 000 

The  packing  and  rendering  establishments  at  Fulton  consume  50,000  head  of 

steers,  worth  |15  per  head 750,000 

The  number  of  cattle  driven  north  to  the  Kansas  market  is  estimated  at 

75,000,  at  $12  per  head 900,000 

The  export  of  wool  from  Corpus  Christi  was  last  year  6,000,000  pounds,  at  an 

average  price  of  22  cents 1,330,000 

The  number  of  mujbton-sheep  is  not  estimated. 

All  the  figures  given  mean  gold  values. 

HISl'ORY   OF  THE  RAIDS. 

The  history  of  the  present  raids  can  be  said  to  have  commenced  with  the  Cortina 
war  in  1859  and  1860.  We  will  quote  enough  of  the  ofiBc  al  account  of  Major  Heint- 
zelman,  U.  S.  A.,  dated  March  1,  I860,  and  contained  in  the  Executive  Documents  of 
the  first  session  of  the  Thirty -sixth  Congress,  Doc.  No.  81,  submitted  to  the  House  of 
Representatives  by  the  Secretary  of  War  under  a  resolution  of  the  House  to  give  an 
outline  of  that  war: 

Juan  Nepouiuceno  Cortina,  the  leader  of  the  banditti  who  have  for  the  last  five 
months  been  in  arms  on  the  Lower  Rio  Grande,  murdering,  robbing,  and  bumin|;,  is  a 
ranchero,  at  one  time  claiming  to  be  an  American  and  at  another  a  Mexican  citizen. 
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At  the  time  General  Taylor  arrived  on  the  iNinks  of  the  Rio  Grande  he  was  a  soldier  in 
General  Arista's  army.    He  has  for  years  been  noted  as  a  lawless,  desperate  man. 

Ten  years  ago  he  was  indicted  for  murder,  and  the  sheriff  attempted  to  arrest  him, 
which  made  him  for  a  long  period  keep  ont  •f  the  way,  nntil  the  witnesses  were  gone. 
In  1854  he  agun  began  to  be  seen  about ;  bat  no  effort  was  made  to  arrest  him  until 
in  the  spring  of  1859,  when  he  was  indicted  for  horse-stealing,  and  be  has  since  been 
a  fugitive  irom  Justice.    When  he  came  to  town  he  was  always  well  armed  or  had 

some  of  his  friends  around  him,  making  it  dangerous  to  interfere  with  him. 

•  •••••• 

On  the  13th  of  July  last  he  was  in  Brownsville  with  some  of  his  rauchero  friends, 
when  a  man  who  was  formerly  a  servant  of  his  was  arrested  by  the  city  marshal  for 
abusing  a  coffee-house  keeper.  Cortina  attempted  to  rescue  the  man.  He  fired  twice 
on  the  marshal,  the  second  shot  wounding  him  in  the  shoulder.  He  mounted  bis  horse,, 
took  the  prisoner  up  b^ind  him,  and,  with  his  friends  around  him,  rode  off,  defying 
the  authorities  to  arrest  him.    He  escaped  to  Matamoros,  and  there  was  treated  with 

consideration,  and  lauded  as  the  defender  of  Mexican  rights. 

•  •••••• 

Before  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  28th  of  September,  Cortina  entered  the  city 
of  Brownsville  with  a  body  of  mounted  men,  variously  estimated  at  from  forty  to 
eighty,  leaving  two  small  parties  of  foot  outside,  one  near  the  cemetery,  the  other  near 
the  suburbs  of  Framirefio.  The  citizens  were  awakened  by  firing  and  cries  of  *'  Viva 
Cheno  Cortina!''  *'Maeran  los  Gringos !"—*' Death  to  Americans ! "  ''Viva  Mexico!" 
The  city  was  already  in  his  possession,  with  sentinels  at  the  comers  of  the  principal 
streets,  and  armed  men  riding  about.  He  avowed  his  determination  to  kill  the  Ameri- 
cans, but  assured  Mexicans  and  foreigners  that  they  should  not  be  molested.  Thus 
was  a  city  of  two  thousand  to  three  thousand  inhabitants  occupied  by  a  band  of  armed 
banditti — a  thing  till  now  unheard  of  in  these  United  States.  * 

He  made  his  headquarters  in  the  deserted  garrison  of  Fort  Brown,  and  sent  mounted 
men  through  the  streets  hunting  up  their  enemies.  He  broke  open  the  jail,  liberated 
the  prisoners,  knocked  off  their  irons,  and  had  them  join  him.  He  killed  the  Jailer, 
Johnson,  a  constable  named  George  Morris,  young  Neale,  in  his  bed ;  and  two  Mexi- 
cans were  after  Glavecke,  the  wounded  city  marshal,  and  others. 

We  will  not  go  further  into  the  details  of  the  war  thus  inaugnrated.  Cortina  went 
to  the  Mexican  side,  and  *^  he  and  his  men  staid  about  Matamoros  publicly,  unmo- 
lested by  the  authorities." 

Cortina  established  himself  subsequently  on  the  American  side  of  the  river,  above 
Brownsville,  where  he  collected  men  and  arms.  He  repulsed  an  attack  made  on  his 
position  bv  a  number  of  Americans,  assisted  by  national  guards  from  Matamoros,  with 
some  artillery,  on  the  24th  of  October.  The  governor  of  Texas  sent  out  forces  against 
Cortina.  Several  fights  took  place  in  the  chaparral,  in  which  Cortina  maintained  his 
position.    Major  Heintzelman  says : 

'* Cortina  was  now  a  great  man.  He  had  defeated  the  'Gringos,'  and  his  position 
was  impregnable.  He  had  the  Mexican  flag  flying  in  his  camp,  and  numbers  wero 
flocking  to  his  standard.  When  he  visited  Matamoros  he  was  received  as  the  champioo 
of  hie  race— as  the  man  who  would  right  the  wrongs  of  the  Mexicans  and  drive  iMusk 
the  hated  Amerioaos  to  the  Nueoes." 

Mi^r  Heintzelman  arrived,  in  command  of  United  States  troops,  on  the  night  of  the 
5th  of  December^  at  Brownsville.  He  took  command,  and,  with  a  mixed  force  of  United 
States  troops,  Texas  rangers,  and  volunteers,  dislodged  Cortina,  and  finally  defeated 
him,  at  Bio  Grande  Citjf ,  ou  the  27th  of  Daoember.  Ccirtina  crossed  over  into  Mexico 
and  established  him<»elf  there.  Once  more  he  crossed  over  to  the  American  side  on  a 
liaid.    We  close  this  aeoouot  by  another  quotation  from  Mi^or  Heintzdlman's  report : 

''Most  of  his  arms  ammnni (ion,  and  supplies  t>  maintain  his  forces  for  so  many 
BBontha  oame  from  Mexico,  and  principally  from  Matamoros.  Most  of  the  men  were 
'  pelados'  from  the  towns  and  ranches  along  the  Rio  Graxide.  On  the  Mexiean  side  he 
always  found  a  market  for  his  plunder.  He  was  styled  in  orders '  General  en  Gefe,'  and 
he  went  about  with  a  body-guard. 

"The  whole  eountry  from  Brownsville  to  Rio  Grande  City,  one  hundred  and  twenty 
miles,  and  back  to  the  Arroyo  Colorado,  has  been  laid  waste.  There  is  not  an  Amer- 
iean,  or  any  property  belonging  to  an  American,  that  eonld  be  destroyed  in  this  large 
tract  of  country.  Their  horses  and  cattle  were  driven  across  into  Mexico  and  there 
sold,  a  cow,  with  a  calf  by  her  side,  for  a  dollar." 

In  a. letter  to  the  Mexican  general  commanding  on  the  Rio  Grande,  who  had  taken 
excsAtion  to  the  troops  of  M^jor  Heintzelman  following  Cortina  across  the  river  into 
liezloan  territory,  Mi(ior  Heintzelman  maintained  the  right  to  do  so,  and  said : 

"After  his  (Cortina's)  defeat,  as  above  stated,  he  fled  for  safety  to  the  Mexican  side 
of  the  river,  and  there  found  it.  He  was  received  with  sympathy.  He  was  then 
idlowed  to  remain  and  recruit  his  forces,  arm  and  equip  them,  and  watch  for  a  favor- 
able opportunity  to  make  another  attack.  This  attack  he  made  by  firing  across  the 
river,  mortally  wounding  a  man  of  our  troops,  and  by  firing  upon  the  steamboat." 
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We  have  quoted  fally  from  this  official  report,  because,  although  written  sixteen 
yean  ago^  in  describing  the  opening  scenes  of  this  border  warfare  it  gives  all  the 
charactenstic  features  of  what  has  been  enacted  on  that  Held  for  the  last  ten  years. 

During  the  civil  war  of  the  United  Stiftes,  and  until  about  the  year  1866,  there  was 
a  period  of  oonoparative  peace  on  that  border.  The  reanons  were  various.  In  the  first 
place,  the  Rio  Grande  became  the  only  open  inlet  into  the  Southern  Confederacy,  and 
an  immense  trade  was  established  there.  The  towns  were  full  of  strangers.  Cotton 
was  exported  in  immense  quantities,  and  vast  stores  of  merchandise  imported.  Mata- 
moros  became  an  important  mart  for  the  commerce  of  the  world,  and  the  whole  popa- 
lation  had  an  exceedingly  remunerative  employment.  The  roads  were  covered  with 
wagon-trains  and  travelers.  Many  of  the  Mexican  merchants  made  large  fortuues.  A 
numlier  of  them  had  their  business  in  Texas,  and  mutual  profits  and  usefulness  estab- 
lished a  friendly  feeling.  Meanwhile  the  French  invasion,  and  the  establishment  of 
Maximilian's  empire,  drove  the  liberal  government  north  toward  the  border,  and  for 
some  time  the  fugitive  government  of  Juarez  was  at  £1  Paso,  on  the  American  line, 
one  foot,  so  to  speak,  on  American  soil  and  the  other  on  Mexican.  Then  followed  the 
rallying  of  the  liberal  forces.  Escobedo,  the  chief  commander  of  Juarez's  forces,  made 
up  bis  army  on  the  border,  and  started  from  there  on  his  campaign  which  closed  with 
the  final  tragedy  of  Queretaro.  His  army  and  the  other  liberal  corps  operating  asrainst 
the  forces  of  the  empire  absorbed  and  carried  away  all  the  loose  population  of  that 
border. 

But  after  the  close  of  the  war,  and  with  the  return  of  the  soldiery,  commenced  the 
pillaging  on  the  Texas  border.  Cortina,  the  old  robber  chief,  had  obtained  the  rank  of 
brigadier-general  in  the  Mexican  army,  and  had  risen  to  power  and  distinction.  From 
that  time  forth  he  was  the  central  figure  of  the  robbing  population  which  established 
itself  on  the  Mexican  side  of  the  Rio  Bravo.  His  power  was  despotic.  The  lawless 
u/en  who,  through  him,  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  organization  and  political  power  on 
their  own  soil,  and  unlimited  license  to  plunder  on  the  Texas  side,  supported  aim  with 
enthusiastic  devotion,  and  in  turn  gave  him  the  power  and  position  which,  in  such  a 
country,  naturally  falU  to  the  leader  who  can  command  the  unhesitating  services  of  a 
large  body  of  warlike  fallowers.  He  became  individually  far  more  powerful  than  any 
other  power,  national  or  state.  It  was  known  that  he  had  made  and  unmade  govern- 
ors at  his  pleasnre. 

When  we  now  look  upon  the  fearful  history  of  rapine,  murder,  and  wholesale  rob- 
bery which  from  that  day  to  this  present  date  has  desolated  and  is  still  desolating 
our  border,  the  robber  communities  that  have  sprung  up  and  are  constantly  increasing, 
a  whole  population  living  on  what  they  plunder  from  their  neighbors,  and  a  set  of 
local  authorities  conniving  at  and  participating  in  the  spoils  of  these  notorious  crimes, 
grown  to  be  a  regular  means  of  livelihood,  we  cannot  wonder  at  this  result,  when  we 
reflect  on  the  condition  ef  a  government  which  had  to  confer  rank  and  position  on  a 
successful  robber  in  order  to  avoid  his  hostility. 

And  when  we  consider  that  it  is  our  own  people  who  have  been  the  constant  victims 
of  these  crimes  for  the  last  ten  years,  ana  are  now  still  more  exposed  to  them  than 
ever,  we  feel  that  every  sentiment  of  manhood  and  ot  regard  for  the  honor  of  our 
country,  and  its  most  sacred  obligations  to  defend  the  life  and  property  of  its  citizens, 
cr^  out  against  the  criminal  neglect  which  allowed  this  evil  to  assume  its  present  for- 
midable proportions.  That  a  man  like  Cortina,  who  had  left  the  territory  of  the 
United  States,  in  open  war  with  the  United  States  trix)ps  and  the  troops  of  the  State 
of  Texas,  and  against  whom  numerous  indictments  for  murder  and  other  crimes  are 
now  pending  in  the  State  courts,  should  have  been  placed  in  high  command  immedi- 
ately on  our  border,  was  a  strange  act  for  a  government  professing  to  be  friendly ;  and 
it  was  as  strange  for  oar  government  to  suffer  it  for  so  long  a  time.  Cortina  has  been 
arrested  by  the  Mexican  Government,  and,  until  lately,  held  in  the  city  of  Mexico. 
His  return  to  the  old  theater  of  his  crimes  and  insults  against  our  people,  some  time 
since  triumphantly  announced  in  Matamoros,  wonld  be  an  act  of  open  defiance. 

We  have  stated  that  the  report  of  the  commission  sent  by  oar  government  to  that 
border,  in  H72,  has  never  been  acted  upon  by  Congress.  We  consider  it  due  to  their 
labors,  and  valuable  as  filling  up  that  portion  of  the  history  of  the  border,  to  append 
to  this  report  an  abstract  of  the  outrages  proved  before  them.  A  similar  list,  more 
revolting  in  its  details,  with  reference  to  the  incursions  of  Indians,  residents  of  Mexi- 
co, into  Texas,  we  omit  as  not  belonging  to  the  immediate  subject  of  our  investiga- 
tion— the  cattle  raids  on  the  Lower  Rio  Grande. 

But  since  the  report  of  those  coniniissiouers  was  made  to  the  President,  the  crimes 
on  our  soil  near  the  border  have  been  even  more  frequent,  and  have  assumed  more 
formidable  proportions.  From  the  evidence  before  us,  we  append  a  statement  of  the 
principal  crimes  committed  during  this  time. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  constant  and  immense  robbery  of  cattle,  which  is  the  basis 
of  this  entire  system  of  outrages,  has,  in  these  later  statements,  hardly  been  mentioned, 
as  the  murders  and  other  crimes  which  have  grown  out  of  it  overshadow  it.  The 
^estiou  with  the  people  has  become  one  of  existence,  not  of  pecuniary  loss. 


AI^ENDIIC   B.  155 

Since  the  close  of  this  eaameration,  in  December,  1875,  a  band  of  Mexicans  was  pur- 
sued, and  they  crossed  over  into  Mexico  with  250  head  of  cattle,  the  soldiers  standing 
on  one  bank  of  the  river  and  seeing  the  cattle  oome  odt  on  the  other  side,  where  the 
popnlation  of  the  robber  Tillage  turned  out  to  receive  them.  Captain  McNally,  com- 
manding a  small  party  of  about  35  Texas  State  troops,  arriving  soon  after,  followed  on 
the  trail  across  the  river,  bat  found  that  the  cattle  had  been  driven  behind  the  village, 
and  that  several  hundred  men  had  collected  to  oppose  him.  He  had  a  fight  with  them 
in  which  he  killed  several,  and,  supported  by  Uuited  States  troops  on  the  Texas  side, 
succeeded  in  recrossing  the  river.  About  sixty  of  the  poorest  cattle  were  returned — 
the  first  restitution,  poor  as  it  was,  which  has  been  made  for  years.  Captain  Rand- 
lett's  report  of  the  crossing  will  be  found  in  the  appendix,  and  is  mentioned  lis  the 
fight  at  Las  Cnevas. 

ROBBER  POPULATION. 

It  is  shown  from  the  evidence  before  us  that  there  is  on  the  Mexican  or  south  side  of 
the  Rio  Grande  a  population  far  more  numerous  than  that  on  our  side,  and  who  sup- 
port themselves  mainly  by  robbing  our  people.  It  is  shown  that  they  possess  only  a 
scanty  supply  of  cows ;  that  they  have  a  few  sheep  and  goats ;  that  their  agriculture 
is  not  enongh  to  support  but  a  small  portion  of  their  number,  notwithstanding  which 
they  live  better,  dress  better,  are  mounts  and  armed  better  than  the  same  class  else- 
where in  Mexico.  From  their  entire  impunity  and  the  great  attractions  of  the  spoils, 
their  numbers  are  continually  increasing.  From  the  oldest  times  and  amon^  all  peo- 
ple, punishment  of  crime  has  always  been  considered  necessary  to  prevent  its  increase ; 
but  nere  we  have  the  strange  spectacle  of  a  community  openly  subsisting  on  crime, 
while  there  is  no  punishment  for  them.  Their  own  nominal  government  is  not  strong 
enongh  to  inflict  it,  while  the  government  of  their  victims — our  own  government — from 
a  highly  refined  sense  of  international  politeness,  has  refrained  from  inflicting  it. 

All  vagrant  and  dangerous  elements  are  congregating  to  that  paradise  of  robbers  ; 
a  new  generation  is  springing  up,  knowing  no  means  of  livelihood  but  robbing,  aptly 
compared  by  onr  commanding  general  on  that  border  to  the  pirate  communities  which 
formerly  resided  on  the  northern  coast  of  Africa.  When  the  robbers  return  with  a 
drove  of  cattle,  it  is  stated  by  the  witnesses,  old  men  and  young  boys  all  turn  out  to 
help  the  cattle  out  of  the  mir.v  ground  of  the  river-bank. 

This  state  of  things  is  wholly  due  to  the  inactivity  of  our  government.  A  few  years 
ago  some  energetic  chastisement,  convincing  the  plunderers  that  there  was  some  dan- 
ger connected  with  their  trade,  would  certainly  have  checked  it,  but  the  impression 
that  our  troops  dare  not  cross  the  river  has  made  them  foel  at  ease.  When,  after  a  hot 
pursuit,  the  robbers  and  their  spoil  reach  and  cross  the  river,  and  our  brave  troops 
stand  helpless  and  overwhelmed  with  shame  on  the  American  side  of  a  small  river,  and 
bear  the  tannts  and  insulting  gestures  of  the  escaped  robbers  and  their  friends,  our 
nation  and  its  government  becomes  in  their  eyes,  as  they  do  not  study  the  subtle  arts 
of  diplomacy,  an  object  of  scorn  and  contempt. 

As  long  as  the  cause  lasts,  the  result,  the  increase  of  the  number  and  power  of  the 
robber  clans,  will  continue.  What  a  few  years  ago  might  have  been  suppressed  with  a 
small  force,  will  now  demand  a  much  larger  one,  and  much  more  energetic  measures, 
and  unless  they  are  taken  now,  delay  will,  day  by  day,  increase  the  evil  and  the  diffi- 
culties in  the  way  of  irs  suppression. 

MEXICAN  AUTHORITIES. 

All  statements  a^ree  that  the  authority  of  the  national  government  of  Mexico  on  the 
border  is  only  nominal.  If  they  would,  they  could  send  no  troops  there,  as  they  would 
desert  and  join  the  thieves.  They  have  no  forces  to  spare,  and  they  cannot  iuterfere 
with  the  livelihood  of  the  robbers  without  risking  the  danger  of  driving  them  into  the 
ranks  of  some  revolutionary  leader.  The  real  power  is  altogether  local.  The  govern- 
ors of  the  States  and  the  people  of  the  States,  with  their  own  local  authorities,  are  the 
only  powers  with  whom  our  people  have  to  deal.  We  find  that  onr  relations  with  tbe 
Mexicans  are  far  from  beiug  the  same  along  the  whole  border.  On  the  Upper  Rio 
Grande  the  authorities  and  people  of  the  State  of  Chihuahua  are  on  t^rms  of  perfect 
friendship  with  our  people.  General  Ord,  commanding  in  Texas,  has  stated  in  his  re- 
port that  Mexican  troops  have  come  over  repeatedly  in  pursuit  of  Indians  on  the  Ameri- 
can side  of  the  Rio  Grande.  He  has  had  rations  issued  to  them  and  complimented 
them  in  orders. 

From  Laredo  to  £1  Paso  there  is  entire  harmony  and  amicable  intercourse  between 
the  people  on  the  two  sides  of  the  river,  ouly  for  a  time  disturbed  by  the  raids  of  tbe 
Kickapoo  and  Lipan  Indians,  who  lived  in  Mexico,  and  whose  robberies  were  cbecked 
by  a  severe  chastisement  administered  to  them  ou  the  Mexican  side  of  the  river  by 
General  Mackenzie.  The  Indians  are  now  removed,  and  there  has  been  comparative 
peace. 

There  is  no  doubt,  says  the  American  consul  at  Mouteifty,^\ia^\^\X«t  V^\i^\a\ixA. 
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in  the  appendix,  that  tbe  raids  are  entirely  owing  to  the  demoralized  condition  of  the 
fnass  of  the  people  of  TamanlipaS)  and  the  claas  of  men  who  hold  office  in  that  State. 
This  is  snbstentiated  by  all  tne  eyidenoe.  The  officials  when  called  upon  for  redress 
are  prof  ose  in  promises  never  followed  by  performance.  They  find  the  robllerv  a  source 
of  profit,  and  if  they  find  that  they  can  continue  this  profitable  state  of  tfaio|^  and 
the  inactivity  of  onr  government  by  lying  an(^  diplomatic  correspondence,  they  will,  ai 
a  matter  of  conrse,  do  it,  and  the  federal  government  has  no  agency  bat  theirs,  and 
acts  to  snit  them. 

To  characterise  these  proceedings,  it  is  of  interest  to  follow  a  particular  case.  Among 
the  latest  and  boldest  performances  of  the  raiderB  was  the  Corpus  Christi  raid,  a  fhfl 
account  of  which  will  be  found  in  the  evidence  accompanying  this  report.  Mr.  Foster, 
tbe  American  minister,  made  a  representation  of  the  outrage  to  the  Mexican  minister 
of  foreign  affairs.  The  colonel  oemmanding  the  national  forces  at  Matamoros,  Col. 
Jos^  L.  Cbristo,  reported  officially  to  tbe  minister  of  war,  Mejia,  ''that  in  his  judgment 
it  cannot  be  the  case  *^  (that  Mexicans  conld  have  been  engaged  in  tbe  raid).  "Grant- 
ing that  some  Mexican  robbers  pass  from  this  side  to  Texas,  as  also  those  from  thai 
side  to  this,  they  only  engage  in  the  robbing  of  cattle  and  horses,  and  never  attack  a 
town.  For  the  reason,  my  opinion  is,  that  the  wrongs  are  committeld  by  individuals 
resident  in  Texas  itself,  who,  in  consequence  of  local  State  qnestiotis,  have  risen  up  as 
a  kind  of  insurrectionists  against  the  government  of  Texas.'' (!)  This  report  was  com- 
municated by  Mr.  Meiia  to  Mr.  Lafragua,  the  minister  of  foreign  afiairs.  This  Cbristo 
is  the  same  colonel  who,  as  stated  in  Captain  McNally's  evidence,  when  called  npon  by 
some  personal  friends  from  the  Texas  side  to  return  Stolen  cattle  of  theirs,  which  were 
then  herded  near  Matamoros,  put  them  off  for  three  days  by  fair  promises,  and  in  the 
mean  time,  by  special  orders,  had  all  the  cattle  bearing  their  brand  slaughtered  for  the 
Matamoros  marttet;  and  after  being  informed  that  his  orders  had  been  obeyed,  he  went 
out  to  the  remaining  cattle  with  the  duped  friends,  and  showed  them  that  there  were 
no  cattle  of  their  brand  there. 

His  official  statement  as  above,  indorsed  by  the  minister  of  war,  would  have  beeri 
the  last  of  this  affair  had  not  an  officer  of  less  discretion  and  more  honesty  arrested 
eight  of  the  raiders  at  Camargo,  and  another  officer  two  at  Mier. 

Ghdneral  Escobedo,  commanding  at  San  Luis  Potosi,  reported  to  the  minister  of  war 
that  thirty  armed  Mexicans  had  crossed  the  Rio  Qraude  coming  from  Texas,  where 
they  had,  among  other  acts,  burned  a  store.  That  they  had  scattered  after  getting 
into  Mexico,  but  that  ten  were  arrested  and  sent  to  Saltillo,  to  await  punishment.  Mr. 
Lafragua  at  once  informed  the  American  minister,  Mr.  Foster,  of  this  act  of  good  faith, 
and  Mr.  Foster  answered  as  follows :  "  I  have  to  thank  your  excellency  fbr  the  informa- 
tion contained  in  your  note,  which  I  will  communicate  to  mv  government:,  which  will 
donbtless  be  gratified,''  &c.  It  seems  that  he  was  grateful  for  small  fkvors,  for  the 
raiders  were  turned  loose  withont  any  punishment  whatever,  and  their  little  trip  from 
Camargo  to  Saltillo  was  the  only  satisfaction  given  to  our  people  for  the  brutal  outrages 
they  had  committed.  The  clear  proof  of  this  is  the  absence  of  any  ftirther  mention  of 
tbe  criminals,  while  any  act  of  punishment  would  certainly  have  been  commnnicated 
to  our  ambassador  with  great  flourish,  and  would  have  elicited  from  him  additional  ex- 
pressions of  gratitude.  In  the  light  of  this  experience  a  sentence  in  the  letter  of  Min« 
ister  Lafragua  to  Mr.  Foster  appears  highly  significant:  "  In  the  future  the  tame  strict 
vigilance  will  continue  to  be  exercised  by  every  class  of  authorities."  Of  course,  in- 
cluding Colonel  Christo. 

MEXICAN  CHARGES. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  Colonel  Christo  indicates  that  the  robberies  are  committed  by 
robbers  of  both  sides,  and  that  the  losses  and  sufferings  are  mutual.  This  is  tbe  con- 
tinual charge  of  the  Mexicans,  repeated  again  and  again  with  unblushing  effrontery. 
This  committee  have,  after  diligent  search,  been  unable  to  find  a  single  case  of  a  plnn- 
dering  raid  from  Texas  to  Mexico.  Hon.  Hamilton  Fish,  in  his  letter  of  May  20, 1875,  to 
Mr.  Foster,  states,  with  full  knowledge  of  all  the  facts,  as  follows : 

"  It  may  be  regarded  as  frivolons  to  seek  to  Justify  the  hostile  incnrsionn  into  onr 
territory  o«i  the  ground  of  retaliation  fbr  similar  incursions  firom  this  side.  There  have 
been  none  such,  and  proof  of  the  contrary  is  challenged.  Indeed,  the  charge  iA 
improbable  on  the  f!EM}e,  fh>m  the  fact  that  Mexico,  near  the  border,  holds  out  no  tenfp* 
tation  to  plunderers  from  this  side,  while  the  reverse  is  the  case  in  respect  to  baits  in 
Texas  for  Mexicans." 

The  proof  has  been  challenged  in  vain.  With  the  continued  charges  made  and  reiter^^ 
ated  by  the  Mexicans  not  a  single  special  case  has  ever  been  stated.  Failing  nttetly 
in  getting  the  material  for  snch  statements,  it  has  become  common  with  the  Mexicans 
to  assume  a  tender  care  fbr  the  welfare  of  Mexican  citisens  in  Texas. 

"Toward  the  close  of  the  years  1673  and  1874,"  writes  Mr.  Mariscal  to  Mr.  FieAi. 
in  a  letter  dated  January,  1875,  "  an  unnsuill  number  of  crimes  and  outrages  of  all 
kinds  were  committed  asainst  Mexicans  in  the  StAte  of  Texas  by  inhabitants  of  that 
State,  the  perpetrators  thereof,  in  a  great  majority  of  cases,  remaining  nnpanished^ 
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either  from  powierleasDees  on  the  part  of  the  aathorities  of  the  State,  or  from  some  other 
cause  still  more  to  be  lamented.'^  This  other  oaose,  which  he  does  not  eKprees,  bnt 
only  laments,  is  stated  more  explicitly  by  his  witnesses^  who  declare  that  the  Htate 
authorities  were  accomplices  in  the  crimes.  '*  I  confined  myself  to  counseling  moder- 
ation and  prudence  in  the  midst  of  the  excitement  prevailing  among  the  Mexican  pop* 
ulation  of  these  regions/' 

Your  committee  is  assured  by  the  representatives  of  the  Mexican  population  in 
Texas  in  this  Congress  that  they  are  not  in  need  of  the  sympathy  thus  wasted  upon 
them.  Indeed,  all  the  witnesses  declare  that  all  those  Mexican  citizens  of  Texas  who 
possess  anything  are  patriotic  and  respeeted,  proud  of  their  American  citizenship,  and 
complying  with  every  duty  of  citizens.  Some  of  them  have  been  honored  members  of 
the  legislature,  others  have  repeatedly  held  military  commands.  Far  from  sympa- 
thizing with  the  robbers  and  raiders,  they  have  often  been  foremost  in  the  defense  of 
our  border,  and  in  the  punishment  of  invaders.  The  brothers  fienavides,  in  Laredo, 
have  for  many  years  held  commands  in  Texas.  Col.  Santos  Benavides  earned  a  high 
reputation  for  conspicuous  vigilance  and  bravery  in  the  protection  of  the  border ;  and 
his  brother,  Capt.  Refugio  Benavides,  commanded  with  distinction  a  company  of  State 
troops  in  the  same  service,  as  will  be  referred  to  in  another  portion  of  this  report. 
Their  troops  were  all  Mexican  citizens  of  Texas,  and  they  have  more  than  imce  im- 
pressed on  the  invaders  the  lesson  that  the  vicinity  of  Laredo  was  a  bad  region  for  the 
pursuit  of  their  trade.    They  ask  no  sympathy  from  such  quarters. 

But  it  seems  from  the  correspondence  of  the  State  Department  that,  in  auRwer  to  the 
repeated  challenges  by  Mr.  Fish,  to  give  some  substauoe  to  the  repeated  charges  of 
Crimea  committed  by  Texans  in  Mexico,  by  naming  even  one,  the  Mexican  minister  at 
last  produces  two.  Strange  to  say,  from  bis  statement  they  were  both  committed  on 
Texan  soil,  and  therefore  did  not  meet  the  challenge ;  but  it  is  fair  to  presume  they 
came  nearer  meeting  it  than  any  other  he  could  discover.  One  is  substantiated  by  the 
oath  of  some  **  Mexican  witnesses "  that  it  was  rumored  that  one  Bobles  and  one 
Leyva,  both  Mexicans  who  had  been  sojourning  in  Texas,  were  made  away  with*  No 
more  need  be  said  of  this  charge  than  to  quote  Mr.  Fish's  reply :  *^  Your  note  is  accom- 
panied by  the  affidavits  of  certain  persons ;  no  one  of  whom,  however,  claims  to  have 
seen  the  homicides.  They  all  speak  of  them  as  matter  of  public  notoriety.  Even 
the  names  of  the  supposed  culprits  are  not  mentioned.  It  seems  clear  that  testimony 
of  this  character  can  hardly  be  made  the  basis  of  any  specific  proceeding.  It  is  noticed, 
too,  that  Leyva  is  said  to  have  been  carried  to  the  bank  of  the  Rio  Grande  by  order  of 
a  judge  in  Texas.  This  statement,  likewise,  is  so  incredible  on  its  face  as  to  serve  as 
its  own  refutation.'' 

The  other  case  was  as  follows :  Tori  bio  Lozano,  a  Mexican,  living  in  Agnafria,  in  the 
State  of  Nneva  Leon,  had,  since  the  year  1861,  been  grazing  his  sheep  and  goats  in 
Texas,  and  continued  doing  so  until  the  winter  of  1873.  His  servants,  or  **  peons '' 
(peonage  is  forced  servitude  for  debt,  and  is  the  common  system  of  labor  in  Mexico), 
were  with  his  sheep  and  goats.  Now  this  fact  that  Mexicans,  residents  of  Mexican 
States  in  the  interior,  did  not  hesitate  toSend  their  flocks  to  graze  on  the  Texas  pas- 
tures, and  should,  as  ia  this  case,  do  it  for  twelve  years  without  loss,  is  a  stronger  con- 
tradiction of  the  charges  made  by  the  Mexican  minister  of  the  reign  of  violence  and 
insecurity  in  that  State,  and  against  the  allegation  of  the  great  fear  which  Mexicans 
are  asserted  to  entertain  from  lawlessness  in  Texas,  than  any  facts  which  could  be 
adduced.  We  are  informed  that  it  is  very  common  for  citizens  of  Mexico  to  graze 
their  stock  in  this  manner  withodt  fear  of  loss — an  assurance  which  could  only  nave 
grown  up  by  the  experience  of  perfect  safety  and  fair  treatment  from  the  people  of 
Texas.  Mr.  Mariscal,  in  his  correspondence,  speaks  of  the  estates  of  Mr.  Lozano  in 
Texas,  but  Mr.  Lozano,  in  his  own  statement,  is  silent  as  to  estates,  and  it  is  stated,  by 
well-informed  residents  of  that  country,  that  Mr.  Lozano  only  asseased  for  taxation  his 
sheep  and  goats,  but  no  land.  Now,  it  is  stated  that  the  principal  subsistence  of  the 
shepherds  was  the  cattle  of  the  country,  which  during  the  years  of  the  war  passed 
unnoticed,  as  it  did  for  some  time  after.  But  in  1873  a  noted  outlaw  from  Mexico, 
Alberto  Garza,  followed  the  business  of  "  peeling"  on  a  large  scale  in  Texas ;  that  is, 
he  killed  cattle  for  their  hides  and  took  the  hides  to  market.  He  is  said  to  have  had 
his  camp  close  to  the  camp  at  Lozano's  shepherds,  and  they  were  suspected  of  assisting 
him.  No  direct  evidence  exists  of  these  facts,  nor  as  to  the  perpetration  of  the  crime 
which  followed.  Seven  of  the  shepherds  were  found  hanged.  Great  indignation  pre- 
vailed in  the  surrounding  country,  and  the  grand  juries  of  Nueces  County  and  Liye 
Oak  County  made  every  eSbrt  to  discover  tne  murderers,  but  without  success.  In 
those  sparsely-settled  parts  of  Texas  we  learn  that  it  has  again'  and  again  occurred 
that  horse  or  cattle  thieves  were  punished  in  snch  summary  manner  by  owners  of  stock, 
without  distinction  of  nationality.  It  seems  to  be  difficult  for  the  authorities  to  pre- 
vent or  punish  such  acts,  much  as  they  may  deplore  them,  as  proof  is  very  difficult  of 
access. 

Mr.  Lozano  charges  this  crime  directly  to  the  authorities  of  Texas,  aad  hla  ^VIti^msm^^ 
in  the  evidence  which  he  adduces,  charge,  in  a  formula  to  N«YiVc\i  tYiO^  «^\w(«m^>i^^ 


158  APPENDIX  B. 

collnsioD  of  the  antborities  of  Texas  with  the  oriminals.  On  this,  Ifr.  Mariseal  baaes 
a  claim  which  is  corions  io  its  details.  As  the  Mexican  commissioa  have  criticified 
seTerely  some  of  the  claims  established  by  the  American  commission  which  investi- 
sated  the  raids  in  1872,  which  claims  it  is  not  now  in  our  proyinoe  to  condemn  or  de- 
fendf  it  may  be  intereetine  to  look  into  this  claim.  The  Mexican  shepherds  belong  to 
the  lowest  class  of  *'  pelados  "  in  their  conntry  ;  they  own  nothing  in  the  wide  world 
and  they  earn  from  six  to  eight  dollars  per  month,  which  they  receive  in  the  necessa- 
ries of  life  furnished  by  their  owner  or  employer  at  such  prices  as  he  mav  see  proper. 
Their  state  of  civilization  is  hardly  removed  from  that  of  the  Indian.  They  are  half- 
clad,  their  feet  protected  by  raw-hide  sandals  fastened  with  raw-hide  thongs.  Tet,  in 
the  evidence  accompanying  Mr.  Mariscal's  letter,  a  number  of  the  same  class  swear  that 
each  one  of  the  killed  soepherds  caused  a  pecuniary  loss  to  his  widow  aud  other  &mily 
of  more  than  fifty  thousand  dollars.  Comment  is  unnecessary.  The  voluminous  cor- 
respondence kept  up  on  this  subject  by  Mr.  Mariscal  is  sufficiently  answered  by  Mr. 
Fish  in  one  sentence : 

**  Mexicans  in  Texas  and  Americans  in  Mexico,  who  engage  in  business  near  the  bor- 
der, must  not  at  present,  or  perhaps  for  some  time  to  come,  expect  either  government 
to  insure  them  against  all  the  risks  inseparable  from  such  enterprises." 

He  might  even  have  left  out  "  Americans  in  Mexico/'  for,  from  what  your  committee 
can  learn,  no  American  would  ever  be  reckless  enough  to  send  his  stock  and  herders 
to  the  Mexican  side  for  grazing. 

While  no  charge  of  a  raid  from  Texas,  by  robbers  or  lawless  persons  into  Mexico, 
has  ever  been  subbtantiated  or  even  specifically  stated,  all  the  evidence  shows  that 
there  is  no  inducement  for  such  raids,  there  being  nothing  to  take.  Moreover,  the 
danger  connected  with  any  such  attempt  is  alone  sufficient  to  deter  any  party  from 
such  a  venture.  A  robbing  population,  from  the  very  nature  of  their  occupation,  are 
always  on  the  alert,  ready  with  their  horses  and  arms.  Thev  have  a  perfect  and  effi- 
cient system  of  guards  and  patrols,  which  makes  it  impossible  for  any  party  to  enter 
their  country  without  at  once  being  noticed,  and  confronted  in  a  shore  time  by  a  con- 
siderable force. 

CONDITION  OF  OUR  PBOPLK. 

Meanwhile  our  people  on  the  border  are  impoverished  day  by  day,  and  their  lives  are 
held  by  a  slender  tenure.  It  is  stated  in  the  evidence  before  us  that  all  the  American 
stock-raisers,  who  could  do  so,  have  abandoned  their  ranches,  and  sought  safety  for  their 
families  in  the  towns.  Business  in  the  towns  has  almost  ceased.  No  merchant  dares 
to  credit  a  country  merchant  or  a  stock-raiser,  whose  whole  possessions  are  liable  every 
day  to  be  swept  away,  burned,  or  otherwise  destroyed.  Such  is  the  insecurity  of  life 
that  Captain  McNally,  who  appeared  before  your  committee,  a  man  of  known  daring,  and 
a  bold  leader  in  those  border  fights,  declares  upon  oath  that  no  compensatiou,  however 
great,  could  induce  bim  to  incur  the  danger  which  every  inhabitant  of  the  country 
between  the  Rio  Grande  and  the  Nueces  incurs  every  day,  and  that  he  considers  his 
life,  as  a  man  whose  business  is  war,  safer  thah  that  of  any  inhabitant  of  that  district. 
Deliberately  and  with  foil  conviction,  as  this  opinion  is  stated  by  one  who  is  familiar 
with  that  country  and  all  the  facts,  as  a  perusal  of  his  evidence  will  show,  it  is  fearful 
in  its  weight,  and  should  come  home  to  the  heart  and  miod  of  every  American. 

But  it  IS  not  alonci  the  danger  incident  to  the  life  in  a  country  overrun  by  robbers, 
which  is  the  constant  menace  to  our  people,  but  there  is,  according  to  all  the  state- 
ments, a  perfect  terrorism  established  by  the  robbers.'  Every  one  who  is  suspected,  by 
word  or  deed,  to  have  taken  part  against  them  is  doomed  to  death.  Captain  McNally 
says :  *'  Many  of  them  have  not  nerve  enough  to  take  an  active,  decided  stand  a^inst 
it,  either  by  giving  information  or  by  personal  assistance.  Still,  a  number  of^them 
have  done  it  since  I  have  been  out  there,  and  some  eight  or  ten,  probably  twelve,  have 
been  killed  on  that  account.  It  has  been  the  history  of  those  border  counties  that 
when  any  roan,  Mexican  or  American,  has  made  himself  prominent  in  hunting  those 
raiders  down,  or  in  organizing  parties  topnrsue  them  when  they  are  carrying  off  cattle, 
he  has  been  either  forced  to  move  from  the  ranch  and  come  into  town,  or  he  has  been 
killed.  Qoite  a  number  of  Americans  have  been  killed  within  the  last  year  out  there, 
and  also  quit-e  a  number  of  Mexicans,  probably  twelve  or  fifteen,  for  that  o£fense  alone. 
The  men  on  the  other  side  of  the  river  threaten  to  kill  them,  and  the  fact  is  known 
publicly.  They  say,  '*We  will  kill  that  man  within  a  week,''  and  the  report  is  heralded 
over  the  country,  and  if  the  man  does  not  leave  they  usually  carry  tneir  threat  into 
execution.  The  same  statement  occurs  in  all  the  evidence.  While  the  resident  Mex- 
ican populatit»n,  who  have  any  property,  are  in  sympathy  with  our  people,  there  is  a 
large  floating  population  who  have  come  over  from  the  other  side,  who  have  no  per- 
manenb  abode  anywhere,  and  who  are  the  spies  and  informers  of  the  raiders. 

General  Ord  states  that  some  of  his  informants  implored  him  not  to  give  their  names 
to  the  public,  as  they  would  assuredly  have  to  flee  from  the  country  or  be  murdered  ; 
and  your  committee,  compelled  to  publish  this  evidence  in  order  to  satisfy  Congre««  and 
the  American  people  of  the  extraordinary  condition  of  that  country,  cannot  refrain  from 
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sayiDg  in  all  eamefltness  that  if  this  Congress  should  fail  to  give  ample  protection  to 
that  nnfortanate  coontry,  this  very  report  with  the  evidence  annexed  may  deliver 
some  of  the  men,  onr  own  oitizenS)  testifying  to  your  committee  and  to  you,  to  death 
by  the  hands  of  the  mnrderers. 

The  appeals  from  the  State  of  Texas  have  been  earnest  and  oft  repeated.  Governor 
Coke  has  again  and  again  addressed  urgent  calls  for  relief  to  the  Federal  authorities. 
The  legislature  of  Texas  and  the  constitutional  convention  memorialiEed  Congress. 
They  daim  that  they  are  entitled ,  as  certain] v  they  are,  to  protection  by  the  power  of 
the  nation.  The  representations  of  Mr.  Fish  to  the  Mexican  Qovernment  have  been 
earnest  and  persistent.  But  it  is  perfectly  evident  to  your  committee,  and  must  be 
evident  to  anybody  who  reads  the  history  of  this  tragedy  for  the  last  ten  years,  that 
the  Mexican  Government  is  utterly  powerless  to  prevent  these  evils  or  to  check  them, 
and  that  the  only  reliance  is  to  be  placed  in  the  energetic  and  positive  action  of  our 
own  government.  Indeed  the  only  explanation  compatible  with  the  theory  that  the 
national  Government  of  Mexico  is  on  friendly  terms  at  this  moment  with  this  nation,, 
as  it  professes  to  be,  is  that  it  is  too  weak  ;  otherwise,  the  fact  of  these  continued  hos- 
tile armed  incursions  would  be  stronger  than  all  professions  of  amity  and  peace. 

MANNRR  OF  DEFENSE. 

In  coming  to  the  manner  in  which  protection  can  be  given,  we  must  state  it  as  the 
unanimous  opinion  of  all  military  men  familiar  with  that  border  that  protection  can 
only  be  complete  if  the  commanding  officer  of  our  troops  can,  whenever  he  finds  rob- 
bers in  the  act  of  carrying  ofif  their  booty,  follow  them  up,  even  across  the  river,  pun- 
ish or  kill  them,  and  retake  the  property  of  our  citizens.  They  are  unanimous  in  stat- 
ing that  a  merely  defensive  policy  would  give  imperfect  protection,  even  if  a  large  force 
were  maintained  then  at  great  expense.  The  river  is  skirted  by  a  belt  of  from  fifteen  to 
twenty-five  miles  of  an  impenetrable  thicket,  crossed  by  narrow  paths,  known  to  the 
inhabitants  and  the  robbers.  The  robbers  can  pass  in  a  short  distance  from  the  troops 
without  being  observed,  and  cannot  be  intercepted  or  followed  except  on  these  paths. 
General  Sheridan  and  General  Ord,  as  well  as  Captain  McNally,  gave  it  as  their  opinion 
that  a  force  of  ten  thousand  men,  without  power  to  follow  the  robbers  and  punish  them, 
would  afford  inadequate  protection,  while  a  force  of  twenty-five  hundred,  or  even  two 
thousand  movable  cavalry,  exclusive  of  garrisons,  if  permitted  to  follow  up  the  raiders 
when  caaght  in  committing  their  robberies,  would  soon  break  up  the  raiding. 

Your  committee  are  strougly  iu  favor  of  avoiding  all  cause  of  dispute  wirh  the  Mex- 
ican National  Government,  and  would  go  as  far  as  honor  and  duty  to  our  citizens  would 
permit  in  remaining  entirely  on  the  defensive,  and  have  therefore  given  this  subject 
considerable  attention.  We  flod,  in  examining  again  the  official  reports  of  the  Cor- 
tina raid  in  1860,  that  Major  Heintzelman,  in  command  of  the  United  States  forces, 
found  it  necessary  to  send  a  command  of  Texas  rangers  over  to  the  other  side  of  thts 
river,  as  Cortina's  force  threatened  an  attack  on  a  steamer  which  was  coming  down 
the  river.    His  instructions  to  the  commanding  captain  were  as  follows : 

**  It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  you  preserve  the  most  rigid  discipline  among 
your  troops,  and  that  no  iujury  that  can  be  avoided  is  done  to  the  inhabitants  or  their 
property.    Confine  your  operations  strictly  to  the  protection  of  the  boat.'* 

In  a  letter  to  the  Mexican  general,  Garcia,  commanding  on  the  line,  he  says : 

*'  I  am  pleased  to  learn,  both  from  your  note  and  from  the  gentleman  who  brought 
it,  of  the  measures  you  have  taken  to  arrest  Cortina  and  his  followers.  The  notorious 
fact  that  he  recniited  his  forces,  and  armed  and  equipped  them  on  the  Mexican  side  of 
the  river,  from  the  means  furnished  by  your  people,  for  the  purpose  of  crossing  to  thi» 
side  to  rob  and  murder,  has  naturally  and  justly  exasperated  our  people. 

"To  preserve  and  coutinue  the  friendly  relations  which  so  happily  exist  between  the 
two  governments  renders  it  necessary  that  the  most  prompt  and  energetic  measures  be 
used  to  apprehend  this  man,  and  to  put  a  stop  to  these  outrages. 

**  To  show  3  on  mv  desire  to  preserve  the  friendly  feeling,  I  ^nt  an  order  for  the  im- 
mediate withdrawal  of  the  troops  to  this  side  of  the  liver." 

In  a  second  letter,  answering  a  complaint  made  by  the  general,  he  again  said : 

**  Tou  are  ri|{ht  in  saying  that  the  burning  of  the  ' jacales '  (hots)  was  not  author- 
ized by  Captain  Ford,  nor  done  by  his  forces.  Had  the  act  been  done  by  bis  order,  it 
is  Justifiable  by  the  law  of  nations.    (See  Vattel,  book  iii,  chap,  vii,  sec.  133  ) 

'*  This  raocho,  'La  Bolsa,'  was  notoriously  occupied  for  near  a  month,  ever  since  his 
defeat  at  Rio  Grande  City,  by  Cortina  and  his  band,  and  for  the  avowed  object  of  inter- 
cepting a  steamer.  Only  the  day  before,  several  hundred  head  of  stoleu  cattle  were 
taken  from  a  party  of  bis  men  close  by  this  place,  and  seven  of  his  men  killed.  The 
fact  of  the  authorities  of  Mexico  having  failed  to  prevent  these  outrages,  justified  the 
crossing  of  our  troops,  and  tbey  alone  must  be  answerable  for  the  cousequcoces. 
•  •  #  •  •  •  « 

"  From  that  time  to  this  he  (Cortina)  has  depended  on  Mexican  aid  for  men  and  arms, 
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and  for  supplies.  Tbe  whole  frontier  he  has  laid  waste  as  far  as  Rio  Grande  City,  one 
hundred  and  twenty  miles,  and  there  is  not  an  Atoerloan  living,  or  any  property  be- 
longing to  an  American,  that  oould  be  destroyed,  and  but  few,  very  few,  Mexicans. 
Nearly  all  the  Americans  he  caught  he  murdered. 

**  Cortina  is  himself  a  Mexican,  and  his  men  are  Mexicans  citiz^is;  and  as  he  has 
organized  and  armed  them  openly,  and  wtthont  opposition  or  int^rrnption  froo^  the 
authorities,  we  are  entitled  to  make  reclamation  for  our  devastated  fromtier  and  onr 
murdered  citizens. 

**  There  are  other  facts  which  I  mieht  adduce,  but  it  is  unnecessary  to  enlarge  dis- 
cussion, as  I  am  here  with  my  forces  for  the  purpose  of  dispersing  these  oatlaws  and 
defending  the  frontier  from  further  outrages.^' 

Your  committee  quote  the  last  sentence  with  pleasure  and  pride.  It  breathes  the 
spirit  in  which  deceptive  and  insincere  diplomacy  should  be  met.  There  is  only  one 
act  more  contemptible  than  the  use  of  such  diplomacy,  and  that  is  to  submit  to  being 
duped  by  it.  These  letters  of  the  gallant  Heintzelman  were  conclusive  on  the  subject, 
and  established  peace. 

We  add  another  official  letter,  from  R.  £.  Lee,  brevet  colonel,  commanding  Depart- 
ment of  Texas,  to  the  civil  and  military  authorities  of  the  city  of  Reynosa,  Mexico, 
^pril  7,  1860.    (See  H.  Ex.  Doc.  81,  Thirty-sixth  Congress,  first  session) : 

^*  Gbntlemen  :  In  pursuance  of  instructions  received  from  the  honorable  Secretary  of 
War  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  I  hereby  notify  yon  that  you  must  break 
up  and  disperse  the  bands  of  banditti  within  your  jurisdiction  en'gaged  in  committing 
depredations  upon  the  persons  and  property  of  American  citizens,  aou  that  I  shall  hold 
you  responsible  for  the  faithful  performance  of  this  plain  duty  on  your  part.  I  have 
been  informed  that  there  are  now  within  your  jurisdiction  armed  followers  of  Cortina 
who  were  engaged  in  the  recent  outrages  committed  by  him  on  this  side  of  the  Rio 
Grande,  prepared  to  make  similar  aggresHions. 
**  This  state  of  things  cannot  longer  exist,  and  must  be  put  an  end  to. 
«Iam, 

**R.  E.  LEE, 
**Brev€t  Colonel  Commanding/* 
Also  in  orders  to  Captain  Brackett,  he  said : 

*^  I  have  been  informed  that  threats  have  been  uttered  by  citizens  of  Reynosa  against 
residents  of  Edinburg  and  Tobasco.  I  desire  you  to  inform  the  authorities  of  Reynosa 
of  the  menaces,  and  give  them  to  understand  that  they  will  be  held  responsible  for 
outrages  committed  by  their  citizens  on  American  soil.  You  will  give  protection  to 
all  citizens  within  the  line  of  your  operations. 

•'  R.  E.  LEE. 
**Brevet  Colonel  Commanding/* 
This  had  the  desired  effect. 

General  Sam  Houston,  then  governor  of  Texas,  April  14, 1360,  wrote  to  the  Secretary 
of  War  in  a  long  oonimunication  on  this  point,  speaking  of  invasion  of  Indians  from 
Mexico  in  Texas : 

"  They  were  pursued  on  their  flight  across  the  Rio  Grande.  This  surely  furnishes  a 
just  cause  of  pursuit  ot  them  into  Mexico,  and  there  punishing  them  ;  and  should  the 
Mexican  authorities  declare  their  inability  to  repress  such  outrages  upon  our  people, 
it  would  be  onr  duty,  as  well  as  our  right  under  the  law  of  nations,  to  hold  the  country 
until  we  had  an  assuranoe  that  similar  outrages  would  not  be  inflicted." 

On  January  16,  1873,  Mr.  Hamilton  Fish  wrote  to  Mr.  Nelson,  then  American  envoy 
in  Mexico: 

**  The  federal  government  of  that  republic  appears  to  be  so  apathetic  on  this  subject, 
or  so  powerless  to  prevent  such  raids,  that  sooner  or  later  this  government  will  have 
no  other  alternative  than  to  endeavor  to  secure  quiet  on  the  frontier  by  seeking  the 
marauders  and  punishing  them  in  their  haunts,  wherever  they  may  be.  Of  course  we 
should  prefer  that  this  should  be  done  with  the  consent,  if  not  with  the  co-operation, 
of  Mexico.  It  is  certain,  however,  that  if  the  grievances  shall  be  persisted  in,  the 
remedy  adverted  to  will  not*  remain  untried." 

Governor  Coke,  of  Texas,  in  tbe  year  1874,  mustered  into  the  State  service  a  com- 
pany of  mounted  men  at  Laredo,  all,  or  nearly  all,  Mexican  citizens  of  Texas,  com- 
manded by  Capt.  Refugio  Benavides.  Their  service  was  the  protection  of  the  frontier 
asainst  raiding-parties.  In  the  orders  to  the  company  the  governor  directed  them  as 
follows : 

'*  Should  the  company  be  in  close  pursuit  of  thieves  or  marauders  with  their  plunder, 
it  will  follow  as  far  as  possible,  whether  on  this  side  of  the  Rio  Grande  or  the  other, 
having  a  due  regard  for  its  own  safety  and  the  prospect  of  recovering  the  stolen  prop- 
erty." 

Attorney -General  Williams  having  called  Governor  Cokeys  attention  to  the  doubtful 
propriety  of  this  order,  Governor  Coke  answers  in  a  lengthy  letter,  from  which  we  will 
quote  the  following : 
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'*  If  tbeBe  Mexican  raids  which  this  force  is  called  out  to  repel  were  of  recent  date, 
of  irref^ular  occurrence,  and  of  such  character  as  to  elude  the  eft'orts  of  an  ordinarily 
vigilant  and  energetic  government  to  suppress,  and  such  etl'iirts  were  being  made  in 
good  faith  by  the  authorities  of  Mexico,  I  grant,  in  that  case,  that  to  allow  an  urmt^d 
force  to  pursue  even  robl>er8,  for  the  purpose  of  recovering  their  booty,  across  the  Rio 
Grande  would  be  a  violation  of  the  rights  of  Mexico  and  of  well  settled  principles  of 
international  law.  The  right  of  the  Governnaent  of  Mexico  to  immunity  for  its  terri- 
tory from  the  iucnrsious  of  armed  forces  from  T<  xas  would  then  be  based  on  a  proper 
discbarge  of  the  duties  of  that  government  to  Texas,  in  repreAsing  ths  lawlessness  of 
its  own  people,  and  preventing  and  punishing  their  crimes  committed  against  the  people 
of  a  neighboring  State.  It  is  because  each  state  or  i^ation  has  undertaken  to  restrain 
its  people  from  making  war  on  the  people  of  its  neighbors  that  the  law  of  nations 
forbids  an  armed  force  from  one  entering  the  territory  of  another.  The  right  of  immu- 
nity grows  out  of,  and  depends  upon,  the  performance  of  this  duty,  whicu  each  power 
owes  to  the  other.  No  state  has  surrendered  the  right  of  defense  of  its  people  in  its 
own  way  against  aggressions  from  neighboring  states  or  people,  except  upon  the 
promise  and  performance  of  the  great  duty  toward  itself,  which  all  nations  owe  each 
other,  of  so  governing  their  people  as  that  they  shall  not  depredate  or  make  war  upon 
other  nations,  or  any  of  their  people  or  territory.  I  apprehend  that  international 
courtesy,  comity,  and  amity  have  never  been  required  by  the  law  of  nations,  cariied  to 
the  romantic  extent  of  surrendering  the  great  natural  ri^^ht  of  self-defense  against  the 
constant  infliction  of  serious,  permanent,  and  wrongful  injury  upon  the  people  of  one 
nation  by  those  of  another,  although  the  attacks  may  be  unauthorized  by  the  govern- 
ment of  the  territory  from  which  it  comes." 

Attorney-General  Williams  acquiesced  in  these  conclusions,  and  the  orders  remained 
in  force.  » 

We  have  been  thus  lengthy  upon  the  right  of  crossing  the  river,  if  necessary  for  a 
defense  of  our  border,  because,  on  the  one  hand,  we  wish  to  state  most  emphatically 
that  we  do  not  desire  any  collision  with  the  national  government  of  Mexico,  nor  the 
acquisitioA  of  any  of  its  territory;  while  on  the  other  hand  we  are  reluctantly  forced 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  only  efficient  defense  will  involve  the  following  up  and  pun- 
ishment  of  the  robbers.  In  the  case  of  several  precedents,  like  the  crossing  of  General 
Mackenzie,  Captain  McNally,  and  Captain  Randlett  the  Mexican  Government  have 
remonstrated,  but  shown  their  judgment  and  appreciation  of  the  motives  of  this  gov- 
ernment by  not  regarding  such  invasions,  temporary,  as  they  were,  and  under  the 
strong  aggravations  leading  to  them,  as  a  serious  olTeiist).  Indeed,  it  would  be  an  un- 
tenable position  if  they  offered  us  the  alternative  of  quietly  submitting  to  outrages 
which  they  cannot  prevent  or  incurring  their  dli^pleasuru.  It  is  safe  to  say  that  no 
sensible  nation  could  afford  to  go  to  extremities  on  such  grounds.  At  the  sumo  time, 
we  do  not  expect  that  the  Mexican  Govrrnment  would  give  such  a  right  by  treaty  or 
formallly  in  any  manner,  as  the  exacting  pride  of  their  people  might  cause  them  great 
political  troubles. 

The  protection  of  our  border  is  a  supreme  duty,  and  we  must  take  such  means  as 
will  be  efficient  in  giving  that  protection.  Should  Congress  fail  in  this,  there  may  be 
well-grounded  apprehensions  that  the  people  of  Texas  will  rise  in  arms  in  their  last 
despair,  and  themselves  cross  the  border  and  wage  a  war  of  retaliation.  They  want 
no  war  and  no  more  territory.  We  are  assured  that  they  would  consider  a  war  as  de- 
structive to  their  interests,  and  that  they  want  peace  and  immigration  to  fill  up  their 
own  vast  territory  before  they  desire  to  see  new  fields  opened  to  draw  immigrants  else- 
where. Their  country  offers  them  all  the  prosperity  they  desire,  if  they  can  only  have 
peace  and  security  for  themselves,  their  families,  and  their  property.  But  they  are 
men  and  they  are  Americans,  and  there  are  limits  to  patient  suffering.  A  war  of  retal- 
iation, after  what  they  have  suffered,  would  not  be  confined  to  the  punishment  of  the 
robbers  alone,  and  would  precipitate  such  complications  upon  this  nation  that  we 
could  not  ignore  them.  A  failure  to  act  promptly  may,  and  probably  will,  therefore, 
bring  about  the  very  thin^  we  wish  to  avoid.  As  yet  what  has  to  be  done  can  be  done 
in  regular  order,  justly,  discreetly,  and  in  proper  bonnds,  and  this  government  will 
be  able  to  know  and  direct  how  far  to  go  and  where  to  stop. 

We  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  joint  resolutions,  and  recommend  their  passage: 

liesolvedf  That  for  the  purpose  of  giving  efficient  protection  to  the  country  between 
the  Rio  Grande  and  Nueces  River,  in  the  State  of  Texas,  from  the  cattle-thieves,  rob- 
bers, and  murderers  from  the  Mexican  side  of  the  river,  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  and  required  to  station  and  keep  on  the  Rio  Grande 
River,  from  the  mouth  of  that  river  to  the  northern  boundary  of  the  State  of  Tamau- 
lipas,  above  Laredo,  two  regiments  of  cavalry,  for  field-service,  in  addition  to  such  in- 
fantry force  as  may  be  necessary  for  garrison  duty,  and  to  as-iign  recruits  to  said  regi- 
ments so  as  to  fill  each  troop  to  number  one  hundred  privates,  and  they  shall  be  kept 
up  to  that  strength  as  long  as  they  shall  be  required  in  that  service. 

Sec.  2.  That  in  view  of  the  inaijility  of  the  national  government  of  Mexico  to  pre- 
vent the  inroads  of  lawless  parties  from  Mexican  soil  into  Texas,  the  President  is 

11   A 
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and  for  supplies.  Tbe  whole  frontier  he  has  laid  waste  as  far  as  Rio  Grande  City,  one 
hundred  and  twenty  milee,  and  there  is  not  an  Atnerioan  liTing,  or  any  property  be- 
longing to  an  Amerioan,  that  oonld  be  deetroyed,  and  but  few,  very  few,  Mexioans. 
Nearly  all  the  Americans  he  caught  he  murdered. 

"  Cortina  is  himself  a  Mexican,  and  his  men  are  Mexicans  citizens;  and  as  he  has 
organized  and  armed  them  openly,  and  withont  opposition  or  interruption  froo^  the 
authorities,  we  are  entitled  to  mi^Le  reclamation  for  our  devastated  froatier  and  oar 
murdered  citizens. 

**  There  are  other  facts  which  I  mieht  adduce,  but  it  is  unnecessary  to  enlarge  dis- 
cussion, as  I  am  here  with  my  forces  for  the  purpose  of  dispersing  these  ootlaws  and 
defending  the  frontier  fh>m  further  outrages.^' 

Your  committee  quote  the  last  sentence  with  pleasure  and  pride.    It  breathee  the 

spirit  in  which  deceptive  and  insincere  diplomacy  should  be  met.    There  is  only  one 

•  act  more  contemptible  than  the  use  of  such  diplomacy,  and  that  is  to  sabmit  to  being 

duped  by  it.    These  letters  of  the  gallant  Heintzelman  were  conelusive  on  the  subject, 

and  established  peace. 

We  add  another  official  letter,  from  R.  E.  Lee,  brevet  colonel,  commanding  Depart- 
ment of  Texas,  to  the  civil  and  military  authorities  of  the  city  of  Reynosa,  Mexico, 
^pril  7,  1860.    (See  H.  £x.  Doc.  81,  Thirty -sixth  Congress,  first  session) : 

**  Gentlemen  :  In  pursuance  of  instructions  received  from  the  honorable  Secretary  of 
War  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  I  hereby  notify  you  that  you  mnst  break 
up  and  disperse  the  bands  of  banditti  within  your  jurisdiction  en^gaeed  in  committing 
depredations  upon  the  persons  and  property  of  American  citizens,  and  that  I  shall  hold 
vou  responsible  for  the  faithful  performance  of  this  plain  duty  on  your  part.  I  have 
been  informed  that  there  are  now  within  your  jurisdiction  armed  followers  of  Cortina 
who  were  engaged  in  the  recent  outrages  committed  by  him  on  this  side  of  the  Rio 
Grande,  prepared  to  make  similar  aggresHions. 
'*This  state  of  things  cannot  longer  exist,  and  must  be  put  an  end  to. 
**  I  am, 

**R.  E.  LEE, 
**Br€vet  Colonel  Commandw^y 
Also  in  orders  to  Captain  Brackett,  he  said : 

^*  I  have  been  informed  that  threats  have  been  uttered  by  citizens  of  Reynosa  against 
residents  of  Edinburg  and  Tobasco.  I  desire  you  to  inform  the  authorities  of  Reynosa 
of  the  menaces,  and  give  them  to  understand  that  they  will  bo  held  responsible  for 
outrages  committed  by  their  citizens  on  American  soil.  You  will  give  protection  to 
all  citizens  within  the  line  of  your  operations. 

•'  R.  E.  LEE, 
**Brevet  Colonel  Commanding.'* 
This  had  the  desired  effect. 

General  Sam  Houston,  then  governor  of  Texas,  April  14, 1860,  wrote  to  the  Secretary 
of  War  in  a  long  communication  on  this  point,  speaking  of  invasion  of  Indians  from 
Mexico  in  Texas : 

"  They  were  pursued  on  their  flight  across  the  Rio  Grande.  This  surely  furnishes  a 
just  cause  of  pursuit  ot  them  into  Mexico,  and  there  punishing  them ;  and  shoold  the 
Mexican  authorities  declare  their  inability  to  repress  such  outrages  upon  our  people, 
it  would  be  our  duty,  as  well  as  our  right  under  the  law  of  nations,  to  hiold  the  country 
until  we  had  an  assuxanoe  that  similar  outrages  would  not  be  inflicted.'' 

On  January  16,  1873,  Mr.  Hamilton  Fish  wrote  to  Mr.  Nelson,  then  American  envoy 
in  Mexico: 

**  The  federal  government  of  that  republic  appears  to  be  so  apathetic  on  this  subject , 
or  so  powerless  to  prevent  such  raids,  that  sooner  or  later  this  government  wUl  have 
no  other  alternative  than  to  endeavor  to  secure  quiet  on  the  frontier  by  seeking  the 
marauders  and  punishing  them  in  their  haunts,  wherever  they  may  be.  Of  course  we 
should  prefer  that  this  should  be  done  with  the  consent,  if  not  with  the  co-operation, 
of  Mexico.  It  is  certain,  however,  that  if  the  grievances  shall  be  persisted  in,  the 
remedy  adverted  to  will  not*  remain  untried.'' 

Governor  Coke,  of  Texas,  in  the  year  1874,  mustered  into  the  State  service  a  oom- 
pany  of  mounted  men  at  Laredo,  all,  or  nearly  all,  Mexican  citizens  of  Texas,  com- 
manded by  Capt.  Refugio  Benavides.  Their  service  was  the  protection  of  the  frontier 
asainst  raiding-parties.  In  the  orders  to  the  company  the  governor  directed  them  as 
follows : 

^*  Should  the  company  be  in  dose  pursuit  of  thieves  or  marauders  with  their  plunder, 
it  will  follow  as  far  as  possible,  whether  on  this  side  of  the  Rio  Grande  or  the  other, 
having  a  due  regard  for  its  own  safety  and  the  prospect  of  recovering  the  stolen  prop- 
erty." 

Attorney -General  Williams  having  called  Governor  Coke's  attention  to  the  doubtful 
^propriety  of  this  order.  Governor  Coke  answers  in  a  lengthy  letter,  from  which  we  will 
quot«  the  following : 
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'*  If  tbeHe  Mexican  raiila  which  this  force  is  called  out  to  repel  were  of  recent  date, 
of  irref^ular  occurreQce,  and  of  sncb  character  as  to  elude  the  efforts  of  an  ordinarily 
vigilant  and  energetic  government  to  suppress,  and  such  etiVirts  were  being  made  in 
good  faith  by  the  anthorities  of  Mexico,  I  grant,  in  that  case,  that  to  allow  an  armed 
force  to  pursue  even  robbers,  for  the  purpose  of  recovering  their  booty,  across  the  Rio 
Grande  would  be  a  violation  of  the  rights  of  Mexico  and  of  well  settled  principles  of 
international  law.  The  right  of  the  Government  of  Mexico  to  immunity  for  its  terri- 
tory from  the  incursions  of  armed  forces  from  T^xas  would  then  be  based  on  a  proper 
discbarge  of  the  duties  of  that  government  to  Texas,  in  repreasing  ths  lawlessness  of 
its  own  people,  and  preventing  and  punishing  their  crimes  committed  against  the  people 
of  a  neighboring  State.  It  is  because  each  state  or  i^ation  has  undertaken  to  restrain 
its  people  from  making  war  on  the  people  of  its  neighbors  that  the  law  of  nations 
forbids  an  armed  force  from  one  entering  the  territory  of  another.  The  right  of  immu- 
nity grows  out  of,  and  depends  upon,  the  performance  of  this  duty,  which  each  power 
owes  to  the  other.  No  state  has  surrendered  the  right  of  defense  of  its  people  in  its 
own  way  against  aggressions  from  neighboring  states  or  people,  except  upon  the 
promise  and  performance  of  the  great  duty  toward  itself,  which  all  nations  owe  each 
other,  of  so  governing  their  people  as  that  they  shall  not  depredate  or  make  war  npon 
other  nations,  or  any  of  their  people  or  territory.  I  apprehend  that  iiiternatioual 
courtesy,  comity,  and  amity  have  never  been  required  by  the  law  of  nations,  cariied  to 
the  romantic  extent  of  surrendering  the  great  natural  ri^^bt  of  self-defense  against  the 
constant  infliction  of  serious,  permanent,  and  wrongful  injury  upon  the  people  of  one 
nation  by  those  of  another,  although  the  attacks  may  be  unauthorized  by  the  govern- 
ment of  the  territory  from  which  it  comes.** 

Attorney-General  Williams  acquiesced  in  these  conclusions,  and  the  orders  remained 
in  force.  » 

"We  have  been  thus  lengthy  upon  the  right  of  crossing  the  river,  if  necessary  for  a 
defense  of  our  border,  because,  on  the  one  hand,  we  wish  to  state  most  emphatically 
that  we  do  not  desire  any  collision  with  the  national  government  of  Mexico,  nor  the 
acquisitioA  of  any  of  its  territory  ;  while  on  the  other  hand  we  are  reluctantly  forced 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  only  efficient  defense  will  involve  the  following  up  and  pun- 
ishment of  the  robbers.  In  the  case  of  several  precedents,  like  the  crossiug  of  General 
Mackenzie,  Captain  McNally,  and  Captain  Randletc  the  Mexican  Government  have 
remonstrated,  but  shown  their  ju<1gment  and  appreciation  of  the  motives  of  this  gov- 
ernment by  not  regarding  such  invasions,  temporary,  as  they  were,  and  under  the 
strong  aggravations  leading  to  them,  as  a  serious  offense.  Indeed,  it  would  be  an  un- 
tenable position  if  they  offered  us  the  alternative  of  quietly  submitting  to  outrages 
which  they  cannot  prevent  or  incurring  their  displeasure.  It  is  safe  to  say  that  no 
sensible  nation  could  afford  to  go  to  extremities  on  such  ground;).  At  the  same  time, 
we  do  not  expect  that  the  Mexican  Government  would  give  such  a  right  by  treaty  or 
formallly  in  any  manner,  as  the  exacting  pride  of  their  people  might  cause  them  great 
political  troubles. 

The  protection  of  our  border  is  a  supreme  duty,  and  we  must  take  such  means  as 
will  be  efficient  in  giving  that  protection.  Should  Congress  fail  in  this,  there  may  be 
well-grounded  apprehensious  that  the  people  of  Texas  will  rise  in  arms  in  their  last 
despair,  and  themselves  cross  the  border  and  wage  a  war  of  retaliation.  They  want 
no  war  and  no  more  territory.  We  are  assured  that  they  would  consider  a  war  as  de- 
structive to  their  interests,  and  that  they  want  peace  and  immigration  to  fill  up  their 
own  vast  territory  before  they  desire  to  see  new  fields  opened  to  draw  immigrants  else- 
where. Their  country  offers  them  all  the  prosperity  they  desire,  if  they  can  only  have 
peace  and  security  for  themselves,  their  families,  and  their  property.  But  they  are 
men  and  they  are  Americans,  and  there  are  limits  to  patient  suffering.  A  war  of  retal- 
iation, after  what  they  have  suffered,  would  not  be  confined  to  the  punishment  of  the 
robbers  alone,  and  would  precipitate  such  complications  u]>on  this  nation  that  we 
could  not  ignore  them.  A  failure  to  act  promptly  may,  and  probably  will,  therefore, 
bring  about  the  very  thtn^  we  wish  to  avoid.  As  yet  what  has  to  be  done  can  be  done 
in  regular  order,  justly,  discreetly,  and  in  proper  bounds,  and  this  government  will 
be  able  to  know  and  direct  how  far  to  go  and  where  to  stop. 

We  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  joint  resolutions,  and  recommend  their  passage: 

Jiesolvedf  That  for  the  purpose  of  giving  efficient  protection  to  the  country  between 
the  Rio  Grande  and  Nueces  River,  in  the  State  of  Texas,  from  the  cattle-thieves,  rob- 
bers, and  murderers  from  the  Mexican  side  of  the  river,  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  and  required  to  station  and  keep  on  the  Rio  Grande 
River,  from  the  mouth  of  that  river  to  the  northern  boundary  of  the  State  of  Tamau- 
lipas,  above  Laredo,  two  regiments  of  cavalry,  for  field -service,  in  addition  to  such  in- 
fantry force  as  may  be  necessary  for  garrison  duty,  and  to  as'^ign  recruits  to  said  regi- 
ments so  as  to  fill  each  troop  to  number  one  hundred  privates,  and  they  shall  be  kept 
up  to  that  strength  as  long  as  they  shall  be  required  in  that  service. 

Sec.  2.  That  in  view  of  the  inability  of  the  national  government  of  Mexico  to  pre- 
vent the  inroads  of  lawless  parties  from  Mexican  soil  into  Texas,  the  President  is 

11   A 
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hereby  autborized,  whenever  ia  bis  jadgment  it  shall  be  necessary  for  the  protection 
of  the  rights  of  American  citizens  on  the  Texas  frontier  above  described,  to  order  the 
troops  when  in  cloao  pursuit  of  the  robbers  with  their  booty,  to  cross  the  Rio  Grande, 
and  nse  such  means  as  they  may  find  necessary  for  recovering;  the  stolen  property,  and 
checkiog  the  raids,  guarding,  however,  in  all  cases,  against  any  unnecessary  injury  to 
peaceable  inhabitants  of  Mexico. 

G.  SCHLEICHER. 

A.  S.  WILLIAMS. 

N.  P.  BANKS. 


Hon.  L.  Q.  C.  Lamak  absent  on  account  of  sickness. 


S.  A.  HURLBUT. 


SIATEMKNT   APPKXDED  TO   I'KECKDING   KEPORT. 

[FroiD  the  report  of  the  commissioners  appointed  in  1872.] 
^  Exlracis  from  the  evidence  as  to  murders  and  violence  hy  Mexicans. 

E,  Ji.  Barion  testiGes  that  Thompson  and  a  companion,  were  murdered  bj^  Mexicans 
near  Las  Olmas  in  1H59. — (See  deposition  No.  42.) 

Francis  M,  Campbell  tesUfies  that  W.  P.  Neall  was  murdered  by  Mexicans  in  1859; 
also  a  young  Mexican  murdered  at  Brownsville,  1859 ;  also  a  Mexican  shot,  1859.— 
(See  deposition  Jk>.  84.) 

Victor  Morel  testifies  that  Cai>t.  N.  P.  Spear,  William  Robinson,  and  John  Box  were 
murdered  in  1859  by  Mexicans,  at  or  near  Rio  Grande  City. — (See  deposition  No.  157.) 

Indictments  show  the  following  persons  to  have  been  mnrdered  at  or  near  Browns- 
ville in  1859  by  Mexicans : 

1.  Robert  Shears,  wounded  July  13,  1859.  ^ 

2.  V.  Garcia,  mnrdered  September  28,  1859. 

3.  R.^.  Johnson,  mnrdered  September  28, 1859. 

4.  George  Morris,  murdered  September  28,  1869. 

5.  J.  Moutes,  murdered  Novomuer  25,  1859. — (See  Doc.  27,  current  file.) 

7F.  D.  Thomas  testifies  that  James  Dunn  and  Richard  Rowland  were  murdered,  and 
the  sheriff  of  Hidalgo  County  wounded,  at  Graujero  ranch,  by  Mexicans,  in  1861.  Le- 
unicio  Ensualdo  was  one  of  the  murderers. — (See  deposition  No.  16.) 

William  Burk€y  lieutenant  of  State  police,  testifies  that  a  number  of  United  States 
soldiers  were  murdered  by  Mexicans  in  1864  and  1865.  A  courier  of  the  Fourth  Wis- 
consin Volunteers  was  killed  at  San  Martin  ranch  in  1864  or  1865 ;  his  body  shamefully 
mutilated.  Ebeo  Cobb  was  murdered  seven  miles  from  Brownsville  in  1865  or  1866. — 
(See  deposition  No.  4.) 

William  Burke  testifies  that  Dr.  Morse,  United  States  Army,  was  murdered  by  Mexi- 
cans about  five  miles  from  Brownsville,  and  a  German  named  Burmester,*  about  twelve 
miles  from  the  same  city. — (See  deposition  No.  4.) 

Louis  Benaud  testifies  that  J.  C.  Rosa  and  Cecilio  Gomez  were  murdered  at  Sabinito 
Rancho,  in  Texas,  in  1866,  by  armed  Mexicans  under  Leandro  Ramirez.— k( See  deposi- 
tion No.  88.) 

James  F,  Scott  testifies  that  A.  J.  Cook  was  murdered  on  the  highway,  in  the  Nueces 
Valley,  in  1867,  by  Mexicans. — (See  deposition  No.  52.) 

William  Burke,  lieutenant  of  State  police,  testifies  that  Inspector  Dupont  was  mur- 
dered in  sight  of  Brownsville  by  Mexicans,  in  1869  or  1870. — (See  deposition  No.  4.) 

William  A'e////,  justice  of  the  peace,  testifies  that  Inspectors  Hammond  and  Phelps 
were  murdered,  and  Inspector  Ryan  wounded,  at  Clarksville  on  December  18, 1869,  by 
armed  Mexicans,  who  crossed  from  Bagdad  for  the  purpose. — (See  deposition  No.  149.) 

Mary  C.  Clark  confirms  the  above.  The  Mexicans  robbed  her  residence  and  murdered 
Inspector  Hammond  in  her  presence. — (See  deposition  No.  147.) 

William  Burke^  lieutenant  of  State  police,  testifies  that  Dr.  Cleveland  was  murdered 
by  Mexicans  seventy  miles  from  Biownsville  in  1870. — (See  deposition  No.  4.) 

William  Burke,  lieutenant  of  State  police,  testifies  that  in  1"871,  John  Clark  and  Pat  Fox 
were  murdered  by  Mexicans,  eight  and  seventy-five  miles  respectively  from  Browns- 
ville, as  well  as  Inspector  McLaughlin,  killed  in  Live  Oak  County. — (See  deposition 
No.  4.) 

William  Burke,  lieutenant  of  State  police,  testifies  that  Inspector  Miller  was  wounded 
hy  Mexicans  at  White's  ranch  in  1871. — (See  deposition  No.  4.) 

Bichard  King  testifies  to  the  murder  of  Carl  Specht,  his  traveling  companing,  on  July 
31, 1872,  near  Corpus  Christi,  Texas.  It  was  dark  when  the  attack  on  the  ambulance 
was  made.  Witness  believes  the  murderei-s  to  have  been  Mexicans. — (See  deposition 
No.  69.) 
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Henry  Simeon  anil  Crespin  Pnta  testify  to  the  inunler  of  tbeir  companion  Jo8epb  Alex 
ander,  of  Browosvillo,  ou  Angast  11,  1872,  near  Kelanipago  ranch,  by  one  Francisco 
Perez  (alias  *'Chicon"),  a  sublieutenant  of^Cortina's  forces.  Tbe  mnrderer  was 
inounte4l,  and  stopped  t)ie  ambulance,  firing  witiiont  the  sligiitest  provocation  at  Mr. 
Alexander,  killing  him  instantly,  and  immediately  escaping  to  Mexico. — (See  deposi- 
tions Nos.  36  and  37.) 

Enumerations  of  I'ohha'left,  murders,  and  aseanlls  hi/  raUJei'n  since  the  report  of  the  commission- 

vrs  of  ld7*2. 

I.  Dnringtbe  monlbs  of  March  and  April,  1873,  Alberto  Gniza,  a  notorious  outlaw 
from  Guerrero,  Mexico,  with  a  party  of  cattle-thieves,  crossed  to  this  side  of  the  Kio 
Grande  and  located  himself  near  Piedras  Pintas  in  Duval  County,  in  the  neiphborhood 
of  which  there  are  dense  thickets  affording  means  of  concealment,  where  he  engaged 
regnlarly  and  systematically  in  killing  and  skinning  cattle.  On  the  I9th  of  April  he 
offered  two  hnndred  bides  for  sale  at  Piedras  Pintas  that  had  jnst  been  taken  from  the 
cattle  on  the  range.  And  it  was  not  until  the  owners  of  the  cattle  collected  in  force 
that  he  retreated  to  Mexico. 

II.  On  the  8th  day  of  June,  1873.  the  United  States  custoni-honse,  or  deputy  collector's 
ofUce,  at  Carrizo,  in  Zapata  County,  was  robbed  by  a  pai'ty  of  Mexicans. 

III.  On  the  6th  of , Inly,  lf^3.  Dr.  J.  C.  Crocker  was  mnrdered  and  robbed,  by  an  or- 
ganized baud  of  Mexicans,  abont  fifteen  miles  west  of  Captain  King^s  ranch  in  Nueces 
County. 

IV.  On  the  7tb  of  Novemljer,  1873,  the  store  of  R.  Schubert,  a  merchant  at  Concep- 
cion,  in  Duval  Connty,  was  entered  by  a  party  of  twenty  or  thirty  armed  Mexicans, 
who  overpowered  Schnbert  and  his  clerks  and  gutted  his  store,  taking  between  J^,500 
and  $3,000  in  money,  besides  arms,  goods,  &c.,  with  which  they  recrossed  into  Mexico 
at  the  ranch  of  Las  Cuevas  in  the  lower  edge  of  Starr  Connty. 

V.  On  November  30,  1873,  Henry  Grey,  a  son  of  E.  N.  Grey,  of  Concepcion,  Duval 
County,  was  killed  by  a  party  of  Indians  and  Mexicans.  The  same  party  killed  in  all 
their  raid  twenty-fonr  men  and  wounded  fifteen,  Mexican  herdsmen,  in  Duval  and  Webb 
Counties,  and  stole  between  seventy-five  and  one  hundred  head  of  horses  and  scattered 
the  sheep  st-ot^k  of  the  country  so  that  the  owners  snttiered  great  loss.  G.  W.  Sank, 
recently  killed  in  theCorpns  Christi  raid  by  another  party  of  Mexicans,  was  wounded 
by  this  party.  Don  Hypolito  Mendiola  was  killed  at  his  ranch  near  Laredo.  This 
party  was  pursued  by  Capt.  Refugio  Bcnavides,  of  Webb  County,  and  one  of  them,  an 
old  Mexican,  was  wounded  and  captured.  Tbe  rest  tied  and  found  refuge  in  Mexico^ 
from  whence  they  came  upon  this  raid. 

VI.  On  Mifiy  5,*  1874,  a  young  man  by  the  name  of  Watson,  traveling  with  two  com- 
panions, was  tied  up  with  his  companions  and  robbed  by  a  party  of  armed  Mexicans 
about  tweoty-11v«  miles  from  Corpus  Christi,  Nueces  Connty. 

VII.  John  AlbertBon,  traveling  from  Brownsville,  Tex.,  to  Corpus  Christi,  was  on 
tbe  3d  of  February,  1874,  tied  up  with  the  members  of  his  family  and  robbed,  in  tbe 
upper  part  of  Csmeroti  County,  by  a  party  of  armed  Mexio«ns,  and  his  wife  was  subjected 
to  the  mosrt  horrible  outrage  by  members  of  this  band  of  robbers. 

VIII.  On  May  5, 1874,  a  Frenchman  named  Martinet  was  tied  and  robbed  of  about 
$1,800  by  a  party  of  armed  Mexicans,  between  the  Olmito  and  Lampositos  ranches, 
abont  seventy-five  miles  southwest  of  Corpus  Christi. 

IX.  On  May  9,  1874,  a  party  of  twenty-five  to  thirty  armed  Mexicans  appeared  at  the 
ranch  of  P^flescal,  near  the* line  of  Nueces  and  Cameron  Counties,  and  not  very  far 
distant  ftom  the  scene  of  the  preceding  case,  No.  8,  where  they  attacked  the  people, 
brutally  murdering  John  F.  Morton,  Michael  Morton,  P.  F.  M.  Coakley,  and  Herman 
Tilgner,  and  robbra  their  store  of  its  contents.  One  of  these  raiders  was  afterward 
caught,  tried,  and  hung  at  Corpus  Christi.  From  his  confession,  several  parties  became 
known,  and  it  was  established  that  they  were  all  Mexicans  from  Mexico. 

X.  On  the  7th  of  June,  1874,  a  party  of  five  armed  Mexicans  attacked  the  house  of 
Mr.  Tbadeus  Swift,  of  Refugio  County^  and  brutally  murdered  Mr.  Swift  and  his  wife, 
both  of  them  being  cut  to  pieces  and  liorribly  mutilated  with  knives,  the  object  being 
robbery.  For  the  terrible  details  of  this  tragedy  we  refer  t-o  the  annexed  affidavit  of 
Mr.  F.  M.  Swift.  Throe  of  the  assassins  were  hunted  down  and  hung  by  the  outraged 
neighbors.  Two  of  them  escaped  to  Mexico.  One  of  those  is  Juan  Jnares  or  Juan 
Flores,  as  he  calls  himself.  This  man  had  claimed  to  be  an  American  citizen  and  had 
registered  himself  as  a  voter.  He  was  arrested  in  Guerrero,  Mexico,  and  a  demand  was 
made  for  his  extradition  under  our  treaty  with  Mexico.  He  confessed  his  guilt  with 
cold  assurance,  but  claimed  to  be  a  Mexican  citizen  and  not  subject  to  rendition.  His 
case  was  transferred  to  the  Mexican  federal  court  at  Matamoros,  where,  upon  his  ex- 
amination, he  again  confessed  his  guilt.  We  refer  to  the  copy  of  his  confession,  hei*e- 
with  attached,  taken  from  the  record  of  his  case.  He  has  been  finally  delivered  to 
our  authorities,  not  in  accordance  with  the  treaty,  but  upon  the  payment  of  a  large 
reward  (or  bribe)  paid  in  money  by  the  relatives  and  friends  of  the  mnrdered  Swift 
family^. 
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XI.  Ou  August  2,  1874,  an  attempt  was  made  by  a  party  of  marauders  to  murder  Mr. 
Koacb,  living  about  tbirty-five  miles  from  San  Diego,  in  Duval  County,  and  to  rob  his 
store,  but  being  proparnd  for  the  danger,  be  made  a  successful  defense. 

XII.  Ou  November  3,  1864,  the  store  of  Mr.  Geo.  £.  Blaine,  at  the  Lios  Olmos  ranch, 
near  the  line  of  Nueces  and  Hidalgo  Counties,  was  robbed  by  a  large  party  of  armed 
Mexicans,  the  loss  being  $.^00  to  $600  in  money  and  about  two  thousand,  five  hundred 
dollars  iu  goods.  No  lives  were  lost  on  this  occasion,  Blaine  making  no  resistance  to 
the  robbery.  The  thieves  had  declared  their  intention  to  kill  Blaine,  and  he  was  only 
spared  by  the  timely  arrival  of  a  party  of  twelve  Americans  who  happened  to  be  en- 
camped in  the  vicinity,  and  who  rushed  to  the  rescue  iu  time  to  save  Blaine*s  life, 
they  having  been  advised  by  a  courier  of  what  was  transpiriug. 

THE  CORPUS    CIIKISTI    RAID. 

XIII.  The  success  that  had  attended  the  robberies  of  stores  iu  the  scattered  oat- 
settlements  emboldened  the  robbers  to  make  a  more  daring  attempt  and  a  more  general 
pillage,  and  ou  the  26th  of  March,  1875,  began  what  is  generally  called  ''  the  Corpus 
Christi  raid,''  from  the  fact  that  it  was  supposed  that  an  attempt  woald  be  made  by 
the  raiders  to  sack  Corpus  Christi.  We  present  the  following  brief  account  of  the  raid, 
taken  from  the  Valley  Times : 

'^  From  all  the  information  we  can  glean  from  those  who  were  present  and  eye-wit- 
nesses of  the  recent  Mexican  raid,  we  give  the  following: 

**  From  Mr.  Doddridge  we  learn  that  rumors  of  the  gathering  of  a  party  were  con- 
veyed to  him  about  a  week  ago,  but  nothing  was  thought  of  it  more  than  that  of  any 
other  idle  assemblage. 

"  Their  first  overt  act  appears  to  have  been  the  demand  made  upon  Campbell,  near 
Tnle  Luke,  for  horses,  as  narrated  yesterday. 

*'  Procuring  a  few  animals,  which  were  ridden  by  the  capt^ors  without  saddles  or  bri- 
dles, the  crowd  went  to  Page's,  nine  miles  from  Corpus.  Here  they  made  a  clean  sweep 
of  everything  valuable.  Two  ladies  in  the  house  betook  themselves  to  the  chaparral, 
while  Mr.  Page  was  carried  off. 

•'The  next  place  visited  was  Frank's  stcre,  at  the  Juan  Sais  ranch.  There  were 
eighteen  or  twenty  of  them  here.  Three  or  fcmr  presenting  pistols  at  Frank's  head, 
demanded  all  his  valuables.  Of  course  no  resistance  was  made,  Frank  yielding  them 
everything.  Overhauling  his  stock,  they  took  everything  they  wanted,  exchanged 
their  old  clothes  for  new,  and  even  stripped  Frank  to  his  underclothing. 

''They  stopped  at  this  store  for  sometime,  supplying  themselves  with  horses,  sad- 
dles, &c.,  from  the  travelers  passing  either  way.  As  soon  as  a  vehicle  or  horseman  would 
arrive,  be  was  immediately  surrounded,  a  score  of  pistols  and  guns  leveled,  and  the 
demand  for  surrender  made.  In  this  manner  was  Mrs.  Sidbnry,  Mrs.  Savage,  Miss 
Laura  Allen,  Messrs.  H.  A.  Gilpin,  Jos.  Saunders,  S.  6.  Borden,  George  Reynolds,  Joe 
Howell,  with  Mr.  W.  W.  Wright's  team  and  wagon,  the  driver  of  Gilpin's  team,  W,  A. 
Ball,  Mr.  Reynolds's  little  daughter,  Frank  Page  and  son,  and  a  number  of  Mexican 
women  and  children  captured,  and  all  their  valuables  appropriated,  some  of  the 
ladies  having  part  of  their  clothing  taken  from  them.  The  miscreants  attempted  to 
disrobe  Mr.  Reynolds,  but  one  of  their  number  interfered  and  prevented  it  by  the  threat 
of  a  pistol. 

*'  It  was  at  Frank's  the  first  killing  was  done.  One  of  the  robbers  asked  a  Mexican 
to  join  the  party  in  their  raid.  He  refused,  when  a  pistol  was  placed  to  his  head,  the 
trigger  pnlled,  and  his  soul  sent  to  eternity.    It  was  a  terribly  cold-blooded  deed. 

"After  leaving  Frank's,  the  Mexicans,  driving  their  prisoners  before  them  like  sheep, 
started  for  the  Motts.  Their  first  effort  there  was  against  the  store  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Noakes,  which  they  found  closed. 

'^Opening  the  door,  the  first  man  who  presente<l  himself  was  shot  twice  by  Mr.  N. 
Immediately  afterward  a  man  named  Smith,  in  the  store  at  the  time,  rushed  out  the 
front  door,  was  met  by  the  party,  and  shot  down,  mortally  wounded.  Aggravated,  it 
is  supposed,  by  the  unexpected  resistance,  the  store  was  fired.  Noakes  took  refuge 
under  the  counter,  and  afterward  got  out  of  the  building  and  into  a  place  of  safety. 
The  destruction  of  his  property  was  so  complete  that  the  calves  in  the  pen  were  roasted. 
His  loss  is  at  least  $10,000. 

"  At  the  Motts  the  women  prisoners  were  liberated  and  allowed  to  go  to  their  homes. 
After  staying  here  an  hour,  the  party  started  off  toward  PeQitas.  In  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Mr.  Hunter's  house  they  were  brought  to  a  stop  by  Pat  Whelan  and  his  party 
often,  who  charged  the  devils  at  once.  Received  by  a  volley — in  which  poor  Swankjs 
lost  his  life,  he  being  shot  r.hrough  the  stomach— it  was  returned  with  vigor.  Thirty- 
five  to  ten  were  heavy  odds  to  fight,  and  after  exhausting  his  ammunition  fruit- 
lessly, Whelan  was  oblig*^d  to  give  up  the  contest  and  return  to  the  Motts  for  ammuni^ 
tion  and  re-enforcements.    Receiving  these,  pursuit  was  resumed  almost  immediately. 

"The  Mexicans  had  with  them  two  wagons,  piled  with  plunder,  which  were  on 
ahead  under  an  escort.    One  of  them  belonged  to  Reynolds. 
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« 

"The  followio^,  to  a  great  extent  identifying  the  party,  was  received  here  by  a  lady 
yesterday,  from  Piedras  Pintas,  and  is  reliable : 

"  ^Alberto  Garza  passed  through  Piedras  Pintas  March  25th.  He  shot  one  of  Silverio 
Salinas'  vaqaeros  three  times  because  he  would  not  give  him  his  horse.  He  was  thought 
to  have  twenty-five  men  with  him,  and  on  his  way  to  San  Diego.' 

*'  Friday  night  Mr.  Lee  Riggs,  R.  W.  Archer,  and  two  others,  coming  from  Lagarta- 
ville,  were  shot  at  near  a  creek.  Camping  six  miles  this  side  of  the  place,  and  about 
fifteen  miles  above  Neucestown,  about  3  o'clock  in  the  morning,  a  party  of  between 
twenty  and  thirty  armed  Mexicans  passed  them.  But  for  being  concealed  in  a  little 
hollow,  suggested  by  the  attempt  spoken  of,  they  would  have  undoubtedly  lost  their 
lives." 

The  raiders,  having  sacked  the  country  in  the  neighborhoo<l  of  Corpus  Christi,  turned 
their  course  toward  the  Rio  Grande.  On  the  night  of  April  2  they  surrounded  the 
town  of  Roma,  in  Starr  County,  on  the  Rio  Grande,  and  were  prepared  to  sack  that 
town  and  rob  the  custom-house,  a  deputy  collector  of  customs  being  located  there,  but 
were  prevented  from  doing  so  by  the  presence  of  a  company  of  United  States  troops 
stationed  at  the  place.  Tliey  then  withdrew  from  before  the  place  and  crossed  the 
river  into  Mexico  in  the  immediate  vicinity.  These  facts  were  shown  by  the  deputy 
collector  of  customs  herewith  attached. 

This  raid  having  attracted  universal  attention  on  this  frontier,  the  Mexican  author- 
ities of  Mier  and  Camargo,  in  which  jurisdictions  the  raiders  crossed  into  Mexico,  took 
action  in  the  case  and  arrested  eight  of  the  raiders.  These  prisoners  were  started  for 
Matamoros,  and  the  judge  of  the  district  court  of  this  district  was  no|.ified  of  the  fact 
by  the  United  States  consul  at  Matamoros,  and  advised  to  be  prepared  by  the  time  of 
the  arrival  of  the  prisoners  at  Matamoros.  Judge  Dougherty  immediately  telegraphed 
to  Corpus  Christi  to  procure  witnesses  to  identify  the  criminals,  and  was  answered 
that  plenty  of  witnesses  would  be  ready  to  attend  at  Matamoros.  But,  while  the 
prisoners  were  en  route  to  Matamoros,  an  order  was  received  from  General  Escobedo 
from  San  Luis,  Mexico,  that  the  prisoners  should  be  sent  to  Monterey,  about  two  hun- 
dred miles  into  the  interior,  and  not  to  Matamoros.  For  the  particulars  of  these  facts, 
we  refer  to  the  letters  of  the  United  States  consul  to  Judge  Dougherty,  herewith  at- 
tached. 

It  is  claimed  that  this  order  of  Escobedo  was  issued  in  good  faith,  in  order  to  keep 
the  prisoners  from  being  subject,  on  their  arrival  at  Matamoros,  to  the  influence  of 
Cortina,  and  to  keep  them  beyond  his  protection.  But  it  appears  to  us  that  this  is  a 
flimsy  pretext  to  send  them  where  there  would  be  no  possibility  of  their  being  con- 
fronted with  the  necessary  testimony  to  convict.  The  allegation,  however,  although 
it  may  prove  the  punic  faith  of  the  Mexican  authorities,  also  proves  the  character  of 
Cortina  with  his  own  government. 

During  this  raid  Miss  Lizzie  Joy  arrived  at  Corpus  Christi  from  Laredo,  and  made 
affidavit  that  she  had  left  Laredo  on  the  20th,  and  on  the  20th  saw  the  dead  bodies  of 
two  Americans  near  the  road-side,  hacked  to  pieces  with  knives,  and  their  horses 
hitched  near  and  in  a  famishing  condition.  Miss  Joy  was  traveling  with  a  train  of 
carts,  and  the  cartmen  buried  the  dead  bodies.  The  next  day  two  other  bodies  wore 
discovered  hanging  near  the  road-side ;  these  latter  bodies  were  Mexicans.  As  there 
was  no  other  party  out  except  the  Mexican  raiders  upon  Corpus  Christi,  these  four 
additional  deaths  to  those  already  recounted  are  attributable  to  them.  We  annex  the 
published  account  and  the  affidavit  of  Miss  Joy  in  this  case. 

XIV.  On  the  16th  day  of  March,  1874,  Vidal  la  Haille,  a  Frenchman,  traveling  from 
Cori)U8  Christi  to  this  place,  was  killed  and  robbed  by  Ricardo  Flores  and  a  imrty  of 
armed  Mexicans,  in  this  county,  near  Olmos,  the  line  between  this  and  Nuece.s  County. 
Flores  is  a  registered  voter  of  this  county.  He  was  arrested,  and,  ujion  iuvestigatiou 
liefore  a  magistrate,  was  committed  to  jail  to  answer  for  the  murder  before  the  district 
<;ourt,'  but  broke  jail  and  fled  to  Mexico.  He  is  now  in  Matamoros,  Mexico,  where  he 
has  been  since  his  escape.  A  requisition  has  been  made  under  the  treaty  with  Mexico 
for  his  rendition,  but  without  success,  Flores  being  uudcr  the  all-powerful  protection 
of  General  Cortina. 

XV.  On  the  27th  day  of  February,  1875,  a  party  of  armed  Mexicans,  seven  in  num- 
ber, crossed  the  Rio  Grande  from  near  Reynosa,  Mexico,  and  went  to  El  Sauz,  in 
Hidalgo  County,  where  there  is  a  post-office,  and  they  entered  the  store  of  Mr.  J.  L. 
Fulton,  the  postmaster,  when  they  made  an  assault  upon  him  and  his  clerk.  Mauricio 
Villanueva,  a  young  Spaniard,  in  which  both  these  parties  were  killed.  The  object 
was  to  plunder  the  store  of  Fulton,  but  the  neighbors  having  become  alarmed  by  the 
shots,  assembled  and  sent  to  Edinburg,  about  seven  miles  distant,  for  assistance,- 
which,  the  robbers  perceiving,  they  fled  across  the  Rio  Grande  without  accomplishiug 
their  purpose  of  robbery.  Mr.  Fulton  was  an  officer  of  the  Thirty-sixth  Regiment  of 
United  States  Colored  Troops,  and  had  settled  here  after  the  close  of  the  war.  He 
was  an  industrious,  law-abiding,  peaceable,  and  useful  citizeu. 

XVI.  On  the  23d  day  of  March,  1875,  Alexander  Morel,  a  citizen  of  Hidalgo  County, 
was  killed  by  a  party  of  Mexican  cattle-thieves  from  Reynosa  Vieja,  in  Mexico,  who 
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had  crossed  the  river  to  ply  their  vocation.  The  details  of  his  death  are  given  in  the 
annexed  letter  of  his  brother,  Victor  Morel.  The  body  of  the  deceased  was  not  found  until 
the  thieves  sent  word  to  his  brother  Victor  where  he  would  find  it  buried. 

XVII.  On  the  16th  day  of  April,  1875,  George  Hill,  a  resident  of  Tio  Cano  ranch,  in 
Cameron  Connty,  was  killed  by  a  party  of  Mexican  cattle-thieves,  who  had  crossed  the 
Kio  Grande  to  pursue  their  nefarious  traific.  Hill  was  out  hunting  stock,  and  came 
upon  the  party  unexpectedly,  and  was  evidently  killed  to  prevent  discovery.  The 
evening  after  his  death  the  thieves  crossed  their  plunder  to  Mexico,  near  Santa  Maria, 
which  liict  came  to  the  knowledge  of  and  was  reported  by  the  customs-inspectors  sta- 
tioned at  Santa  Maria.  Mr.  Hill  was  a  hard-laboring  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  who 
had  settled  here  after  the  close  of  the  war,  in  which  he  served  as  a  member  of  the 
Fourth  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  and  he  has  left  a  large  and  helpless  family  of  small  children 
thus  robbed  and  deprived  of  the  protection  of  their  father. 

XVIII.  On  the  19th  of  April,  le75,  a  party  of  twelve  armed  Mexicans  crossed  the  Rio 
Grande  from  Guerrero,  M«^xico,  and  appeared  at  Carrizo,  Zapata  County,  where  there  is 
a  post-otUce,  and  where  a  deputy  collector  of  customs  and  two  mounted  inspectors  are 
stationed.  The  raiders  entered  the  store  of  Dr.  D.  D.  Lovell  and  murdered  him  in  cold 
blood.  They  then  robbed  his  store  of  several  thousand  dollars  in  money  and  goods. 
They  then  proceeded  to  the  othce  of  the  deputy  collector  of  customs,  robbed  the  place 
of  all  the  property  in  the  ofiice  except  the  money,  which  was  in  a  lairge  iron  safe  which 
they  could  not  break  open,  but  broVe  off  the  knobs,  leaving  it  useless.  The  deputy 
collector  was  absent  and  the  in8i>ector8  fled,  being  two  only  against  the  twelve  robbers. 
Dr.  Lovell  was  the  ppstmaster  at  Carrizo,  and  tne  post-otlice  as  well  as  the  store  was 
gutted  of  its  contents.  Dr.  Lovell  was  an  intelligent  and  enterprising  citizen,  who 
had  built  up  a  considerable  trade  at  Carrizo,  where  he  hiul  settled  at  the  close  of  our 
late  war,  in  which  he  had  served  honorably  as  a  volunteer  in  the  Fourth  Wisconsin 
Cavalry,  which  regiment  within  two  days  lost  two  of  its  members,  Dr.  Lovell  and 
George  Hill.  These  deaths  occurring  at  distant  points  from  each  other,  but  at  nearly 
the  same  period  of  time,  prove  the  thorough  organization  and  understanding  between 
the  Mexican  thieves  scattered  all  along  the  Mexican  border  of  the  Rio  Gratide.  The 
sheriff  of  Zapata  County,  writing  to  Judge  Ware,  states  the  loss  of  Dr.  Lovell  at  $4,000, 
and  that  he  lost  $1,000  taxes  collected  that  was  on  deposit  with  Dr.  Lovell. 

XIX.  On  the  Ist  day  of  December,  1874,  a  large  party  of  Mexican  cattle-thieves  en- 
camped near  the  ranch  of  Carlos  Danache,  Cameron  County,  about  fourteen  miles 
from  Brownsville,  and  they  sent  word  to  Mr.  Danache,  who  had  been  active  in  the  pur- 
suit of  these  CahalleraSy  that  they  were  encamped  near  his  place  and  would  be  pleased 
to  see  him.  Mr.  Danache  gathered  a  party  ox  friends  and  went  to  their  camp  next 
morning,  but  found  it  abandoned.  And  at  their  camp  he  found  a  Mexican  hung,  and 
the  dead  body  so  badly  mutilated  that  it  codld  not  be  identitied,  but  suppo^d  to 
be  some  honest  man  who  had  made  himself  obnoxious,  like  Danache,  to  the  thieves. 
We  refer  to  the  aihdavit  of  Mr.  Danache  in  this  case,  herewith  annexed. 

XX.  On  the  18th  day  of  January,  1875,  Albert  Deau  and  Joseph  Dunn,  mounted  in- 
spectors of  customs,  stationed  at  Kio  Grande  City,  Starr  County,  were  attacked  by  a 
nart^  of  five  Mexicans  armed  with  Winchester  carbines,  who  bad  just  crossed  from 
Mexico,  and  whose  outfit  was  undergoing  examination  by  the  inspectors,  and  their  out- 
tit,  consisting  of  raw-hide  ropes  and  other  paraphernalia  of  the  cattle-thief,  indicated 
the  object  of  their  visit.    This  was  about  two  leagues  below  Rio  Grande  City. 

In  the  same  neighborhood,  G.  W.  Lowe,  another  mounted  inspector  of  customs,  ac- 
companied by  Joseph  Dunn,  was  ambushed  and  tired  upon  from  the  chaparral  on  the 
2*2d  day  of  April,  1875,  the  ball  cutting  through  his  clothing  across  the  breast,  which 
indicated  the  intention  of  the  assassin.  For  particulars  in  these  cases  we  submit  cop- 
ies of  the  official  reports  in  relation  thereto. 

XXI.  On  the  26th  day  of  January,  1875,  a  fight  occurred  between  a  party  of  United 
States  soldiers  and  a  party  of  Mexicans  at  the  ranoho  Solises,  in  Starr  County',  Sbout 
eighteen  miles  below  Rio  Grande  City,  in  which  two  soldiers  and  one  Mexican  were 
killed  and  two  other  Mexicans  were  wounded. 

The  tight  of  Captain  McNally  near  the  old  battle-field  of  Palo  Alto  in  June,  1875, 
and  the  fight  at  Las  Cuevas  in  December,  1875,  will  be  found  mentioned  in  the  ap- 
pendix. 

Since  the  appointment  of  your  committee,  in  January,  1876,  a  M<)xican  citizen  of 
Texas,  Dionysio  Garza,  who  kept  a  store  in  the  county  of  Zapata,  was  murdered  by 
Mexican  raiders,  together  with  his  family,  and  his  store  robbed. 

This  is  an  account,  so  far  as  we  could  get  it,  of  murders  and  outrages  which  were 
known.  A  full  account  cannot  be  made,  as  men  often  disappear  without  their  fate  be- 
ing known  or  their  bodies  found. 

The  enormous  number  of  cattle  continually  being  stolen  we  have  not  attempted  to 
ascertain,  except  in  a  general  way,  as  may  be  gathered  from  the  evidence. 
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EXTRACT  FROM  THE  TESTIMONY  TAKEN  BY  THE  SPECIAL  COMMITTEE  ON 
THE  MEXICAN  BORDER  TROUBLES.  APPOINTED  UNDER  RESOLUTION 
OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES,  PASSED  JANUARY  6,  IHTC. 

(H.  Report  343,  44th  Cong.,  1st  sess.,  pp.  8,  28,  and  43.) 

Washington,  D.  C,  January  24,  1876. 
S.  H.  McNally  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Qnestion.  You  have  just  come  from  the  Rio  Grande? — Answer.  Yes;  I  left  there  on 
the  23d  December. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  there  and  what  has  been  your  occupation  ? — A.  I  was 
sent  out  there  last  April  in  command  of  a  company  of  Texas  militia,  by  order  of  the 
governor,  to  see  what  could  be  done  in  breaking  up  this  raiding  of  Mexicans  on  the 
ranches  on  the  borders  of  the  Rio  Grande. 

Q.  State  to  the  committee  what  your  means  and  facilities  of  information  were  abont 
these  raids. — A.  After  being  on  the  river  for  some  weeks,  I  found  that  I  could  employ, 
for  money,  Mexican  cat  tie- thieves  as  8pies ;  I  made  inquiry  abont  the  character  of  the 
men  who  composed  the  various  bands  on  the  opposite  bank,  and  I  found  they  were 
organized  into  bands  of  fifteen  or  twenty  or  thirty,  according  to  the  size  of  the  ranch 
at  which  they  live.  I  made  inquiries  into  the  personal  character  and  reputation  of 
the  individuals  of  the  band,  and  I  selected  those  whom  I  knew  to  be  tricky,  and  secured 
interviews  with  them.  I  made  a  proposition  to  them  to  sell  their  companions,  tender- 
ing them  handsome  rewards,  and  promised  to  pay  them  more  than  they  could  make  by 
raidiug.  For  instance,  if  twenty  of  them  crossed  the  river  after  a>herd  of  cattle  and 
got  two  hundred  head,  the  share  of  each  of  them  would  come  to  so  many  dollars.    I 

f>Toposed  paying  them  $10  apioe  for  every  one  of  their  companions  whom  they  would 
ocate  so  that  I  could  get  in  sight  of  them  while  on  our  side  and  in  possession  of 
stolen  cattle.  Then,  if  they  escaped  me,  very  well ;  I  would  still  pay  the  amount,  $10,  for 
each  one ;  that  is  if  they  would  notify  me  that  they  were  going  to  cross  the  river  on  a 
certain  day,  and  if  they  would  place  me  at  a  certain  point  where  I  could  see  these  men 
in  the  act  of  driving  cattle,  I  would  give  them  $10  apiece  for  each  one  that  I  saw  in 
that  manner,  whether  I  succeeded  in  capturing  the  parties  or  not ;  and,  if  it  was  a 
strong  party  and  well  armed,  I  was  to  give  $15  apiece,  besides  giving  them  a  regular 
salary  of  $60  a  month.  All  those  whom  I  approached  readily  entered  into  my  plans, 
and  without  any  exception  I  fonnd  them  to  be  reliable  and  trustworlhy.  I  did  not  pro- 
pose to  interfere  with  their  own  individual  stealing  at  all.  I  gave  them  liberty, 
when  I  was  not  there  in  their  neighborhood,  to  cross  over  with  their  friends  and  get 
cattle  and  return  again,  provided  they  sent  me  information  afterward  what  had  be- 
<:ome  of  the  cattle  and  where  they  had  been  sold,  &c.,  if  they  could  not  send  me  word 
in  time  to  intercept  and  stop  the  herd ;  otherwise  ihe  $H0  per  month  would  not  have 
paid  them,  and  they  would  have  refused  to  serve  me.  I  had  about  thirty-five  men. 
My  limit  was  fifty  when  I  first  went  out  there ;  and  afterward  the  governor  increased 
it  to  seventy-five,  for  about  a  month  and  a  half;  but  he  then  reduced  the  number  to 
fifty,  so  that  m^  average  number  of  men  for  duty  has  been  from  thirty-five  to  forty. 
AVe  never  remained  at  any  one  point  more  than  four  or  five  or  six  days,  moving  from 
Brownsville  np  as  far  as  Ringgold  Barracks,  or  Rio  Grande  City,  as  it  is  now  called. 
We  were  sometimes  on  the  river,  but  generally  some  twenty  or  thirty  miles  from  the 
river,  making  our  cam]>8  and  keeping  scouts  twenty-five  or  thirty  or  forty  miles  below' 
us  and  the  same  distance  above  us.  We  heard,  I  suppose,  of  most  of  the  herds  of  cat- 
tle tlyit  were  passed  over  within  one  hundred  miles  of  our  camp  throngh  the  scouting 
parties,  and  through  the  information  of  those  spies  whom  I  had  on  the  other  side  of 
the  river.  We  succeeded  every  month  in  turning  loose  from  two  to  four  herds  of 
cattle  that  were  being  driven  ofi'— that  is  forcing  the  raiders  to  turn  the  cat|:'le  loose. 
If  we  learned  that  parties  were  coming  to  the  river  with  herds  of  cattle,  some  sixty 
miles  off,  and  we  marched  to  intercept  them,  as  soon  as  we  got  within  ten  or  fifteen 
miles  of  them,  they  were  almost  sure  to  hear  of  our  coming,  and  would  desert  the 
herd.  When  we  came  up  we  would  find  the  cattle  in  the  bush,  but  we  could  not 
find  the  men  who  had  been  driving  them;  they  would  ride  ])ast  my  cotumand, 
but  we  had  no  means  of  knowing  them.  The  country  is  filled  with  numbers  of 
armed  Mexicans;  and  it  is  a  most  common  sight  to  see  four  or  five  or  six  meu, 
well  armed  and  mounted,  whose  business  no  one  knows.  If  you  ask  them  who  they 
are,  they  will  say,  "We  belong  to  a  ranch  fifteen  or  twenty  miles  distant,"  or,  **We 
are  trading  stock,"  or,  "We  have  been  visiting  Brownsville  or  Matamoros,"  or,  "Wo 
belong  on  the  other  side  of  the  river,"  or,  "  We  are  going  to  our  employer's  ranch  in 
the  interior,"  or  they  may  claim  to  belong  to  some  neighboriug  ranch.  We  know 
nothing  of  them,  and  if  we  take  them  to  the  ranch  to  which  they  say  they  belongs  the 
servants  of  the  ranch  generally,  without  hesitation,  verify  their  statement;  in  many 
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instances,  from  friondsbip ;  most  frequently  from  fear.  The  Mexican  owners  of  raucbes 
on  this  side  of  the  river,  those  who  are  citizens  of  Texas,  are,  almost  to  a  man.  a» 
much  opposed  to  this  system  of  raiding  as  the  American  citizens  of  Texas  are.  Many 
of  them  have  not  nerve  enough  to  take  an  active,  decided  stand  against  it  either  by 
giving  information  or  by  personal  assistance.  Still,  a  number  of  them  have  done  it 
since  I  have  been  out  there ;  and  some  eight  or  ten  of  them,  or  probably  twelve,  have 
heeu  killed  on  that  account.  It  has  been  the  history  of  those  border  counties  that 
when  any  man,  Mexican  or  American,  has  made  himself  prominent  in  hunting;  those 
raiders  down,  or  in  organizing  parties  to  pursue  them  when  they  are  carrying  oncattle. 
he  has  been  either  forced  to  move  from  the  ranch  and  come  into  town,  or  he  has  been 
killed.  Quite  a  number  of  Americans  have  been  killed  within  the  last  year  out  there, 
and  also  quite  a  number  of  Mexicans ;  probably  twelve  or  fifteen  for  that  offense  alone. 
The  men  on  the  other  side  of  the  river  threaten  to  kill  them,  and  the  fact  is  known 
publicly.  They  say,  **  We  will  kill  that  man  within  a  week,"  and  the  report  is  heralded 
abroad  over  the  country,  and  if  the  man  does  not  leave  they  usually  carry  their  threat 
into  execution.  We  have  a  few  Mexican  rancheros  who  take  an  active  part  against 
these  raiders,  and  who  send  me  information  and  aid  me  with  their  services  personally 
in  buuticg  down  the  raiders  and  in  kee])ing  out  a  guard  in  their  own  neiguborhood, 
sending  out  regularly  the  vaqucros  to  certain  points  to  watch  the  trains  of  cattle. 
But  the  large  proportion  of  the  Mexican  settlers  on  this  side  of  the  river  is  a  floating 
population,  who  vote  on  this  side  as  well  as  on  the  other.  Many  of  them  have  been 
bom  and  claim  citizenship  in  Mexico.  A  large  proportion  of  the  Mexican  population 
on  this  side  of  the  river  have  their  homes  on  the  other  side.  They  live  over  here,  and 
are  employed  on  this  side  ;  but  they  claim  no  citizenship  here,  and  they  are  in  active, 
direct  sympathy  with  the  raiders.  They  are  their  kinsfolk,  their  cousins,  uncles,  and 
brothers— for  it  seems  to  me  as  if  all  the  Mexicans  on  both  bides  of  the  river  are  rela- 
tives. 

By  Mr.  Hurlbut  : 

Q.  That,  or  compadres  f — A.  Yes  ;  relatives  or  compadres,  which  is  a  little  nearer  than 
a  relative  with  the  Mexicans.  I  tind  that  I  can  trust  none  but  the  Mexican  owners  of 
ranches.  I  do  not  know  of  any  Mexican  who  owns  a  ranch  on  this  side  of  the  river 
and  who  lives  in  Texas  whom  I  do  not  consider  t<>  be  a  good  citizen.  I  believe  they 
2^re  all  good  citizens.  They  all  want  to  see  the  laws'  enforced,  and  they  all  want  to 
have  this  raiding  broken  up  ;  but  very  few  of  them  dare  take  an  active,  open  8t>and  in 
the  matter.  They  are  very  right,  too,  for  it  would  be  ver>'  dangerous  for  them  to 
do  so.  I  am  willing  to  take  a  good  many  chances,  but  I  certainly  would  not  live  on  a 
stook-ranuh  west  of  the  Nueces  River,  at  any  point  from  the  month  of  the  DeviPs  River 
to  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Qrande.  I  think  that  the  risk  is  too  great — so  great  that 
scarcely  any  compensation  would  pay  for  it.  My  position  in  command  of  a  company 
of  troops  I  do  not  consider  half  so  hazardous  as  that  of  those  men  living  on  ranches. 
It  is  true  there  are  very  few  Americans  living  on  ranches  within  one  hundred  miles  of 
the  line.  We  have  some  excellent  Mexican  citizens  on  this  side  of  the  Rio  Grande. 
Many  of  them  are  occupying  ranches  on  which  their  grandfathers  were  born,  and  they 
seem  to  take  a  great  interest  in  our  government.  They  seem  to  be  prond  of  their  citi- 
zenship. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  To  your  knowledge,  is  there  any  raiding  from  this  side  on  the  other  side  f — A.  I 
made  inquiries  about  that  when  I  went  down,  and  during  the  time  I  have  been  there, 
for  the  last  ten  or  eleven  months,  I  have  not  even  heard  of  a  single  charge  made  by 
any  Mexican,  either  on  this  side  or  the  other  side  of  the  river,  of  any  Texan  crossing 
the  river  for  snch  a  purpose.  On  the  contrary,  I  have  had  officials  ou  the  other  side 
of  the  river  tell  me  that  they  take  good  care  that  no  Americans  cross  the  river  for^uch 
a  purpose.  They  say,  "  We  do  not  complain  about  your  people  raiding  upon  us.  Why 
do  you  not  do  as  we  do  f  If  any  of  your  fellows  come  across,  they  will  never  go  back 
iigain.  \ye  do  not  make  any  complaints  about  this  thing,  and  you  should  do  as  we  do." 
I  have  no  idea  that  any  number  of  Americans,  unless,  possibly,  four  or  five  or  six  hun- 
dred strong,  could  cross  the  river  and  succeed  in  getting  back.  If  they  did,  they  would 
have  to  move  very  rapidly. 

By  Mr.  Limar: 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that,  on  the  Mexican  side  of  the  river,  they  could  bring 
together  a  force  which  would  overpower  five  hundred  armed  men? — A.  Yes;  at  any 
time  within  twenty -four  hours.  If  five  hundred  of  the  best  troops  we  can  get  were  to 
cross  the  river,  go  four  miles  into  the  interior,  and  remain  twenty-four  hours  in  one 
place,  I  have  not  the  remotest  idea  that  they  would  ever  return.  I  speak  as  a  soldier. 
1  served  four  years  in  the  Confederate  army.  I  have  met  some  of  these  Mexicans  out 
there,  and  they  are  men  who  stand  killing  splendidly.  They  have  an  organization  ou 
the  other  side  called  the  *'  rural  police."  The  chief  man  is  the  owner  of  a  ranch,  or  the 
superintendent,  as  the  case  may  be.     He  is  not  an  alcalde.    I  believe  they  call  thorn 
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enoargados.  He  is  a  civil  officer,  and  has  some  of  the  fai^ctioDS  of  a  civil  officer.  He 
sends  an  alarm  to  one  ranch,  aod  it  is  spread  from  ranch  to  ranch  in  every  direction. 
Men  carry  the  news  very  rapidly — at  least  fifteen  miles  an  hour.  The  men  are  all 
monnted,  aud  very  well  armed.  These  frontiermen  are  armed  with  Winchester  rifles 
and  carbines,  and  qnite  a  number  of  them  with  Spencer  rifles.  I  do  not  know  where 
they  got  them,  but  I  believe  they  bought  them  (the  Spencer  rifles)  at  Fort  Brown,  at 
some  government  sale.    They  gather  rapidly,  and  are  very  patriotic. 

By  Mr.  Wjlliams  : 

Q.  Are  there  any  number  of  Mexican  federal  troops  on  the  border  ?~A.  Yes;  but  I 
do  not  know  the  number  they  have  there  now.  They  had  a  regiment  of  infantry,  the 
Twenty-fourth,  at  Matamoros,  and  some  of  the  Ninth  and  some  of  the  Fourth  Cavalry. 
Shortly  after  I  went  down  there,  the  report  went  out  that  I  was  going  to  cross  the 
river,  and  seven  or  eight  companies  of  cavalry  were  sent  down  to  guard  the  river,  and 
were  stationed  at  the  poiot  where  it  was  said  that  I  was  to  cross.  I  think  there  were 
eight  or  nine  companies  of  the  Fourth,  Seventh,  and  Ninth  Cavalry.  At  Matamoros, 
they  keep  from  seven  hundred  to  twelve  hundred  men  of  the  regular  Mexican  army 
constantly.  This  Mexican  cavalry  is  very  indifferently  armed  and  mounted.  The  men 
are  armed  with  all  sorts  of  guns.  I  believe  they  all  wear  a  uniform  cap,  but  they  wear 
hardly  any thiug  else ;  they  are  shamefully  naked. 

Q.  They  are  not  as  efifective  as  the  irregular  troops f — A.  O,  no;  the  irregular  troops 
could  whip  them  three  to  one  any  time.  They  admit  there  that  these  raiders  can 
whip  the  regular  troops  without  any  difficulty;  and  very  well  they  may,  for  these 
raiders  are  a  floe  body  of  tighting  men,  and  the  regular  troops  are  a  miserable  set  of 
starved  wretches,  who  have  to  be  kept  locked  up  all  the  time  in  barracks;  that  is, 
fastened  up  and  guarded,  and  only  a  few  trusted  non-commissioned  officers  have  per- 
mission to  go  outside.  When  they  go  down  there  the  men  desert  in  such  nurabern 
that  the  companies  are  decimated  in  a  few  weeks.  When  they  desert  they  generally 
come  on  this  side  of  the  river  and  work  on  the  ranches  for  a  few  weeks,  and  then  join 
those  thieving  parties. 

By  the  Cuaikman  : 

Q.  Yon  commenced  a  description  of  the  Mexican  military  organization  on  the  other 
side;  will  you  pleaae  go  on  with  itf — A.  This  rural  guard  that  I  was  speaking  of  is  a 
police-force,  organized  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  peace  on  the  other  side  of  the 
river  and  guard  against  Americans  crossing.  It  is  a  monnted  police-force,  and  is 
used  by  the  alcaldes  to  arrest  criminals  and  to  preserve  the  peace  generally,  but  more 
especially  to  guard  against  invasions  or  incursions  from  this  country.  They  are  con- 
tinually patrolling  the  bank  of  the  river  up  and  down,  and  are  very  watchful  and 
efficient.  The  citizens  generally  who  are  capable  of  bearing  arms,  from  fifteen  to 
sixty  years  of  age,  are  organized  into  what  they  call  the  national  guard,  a  military 
organization.  Their  officers  live  in  their  own  neighborhoods,  bat  they  have  a  point  of 
assembly  when  the  signal  is  given,  either  by  smoke,  bells,  or  by  courier.  They  have 
their  arms  and  horses  at  their  own  homes.  They  are  a  mounted  force  entirely,  and 
from  the  fact  that  their  organization  includes  the  entire  population,  they  mass  a  large 
number  of  soldiers  at  any  point  with  great  rapidity. 

By  Mr.  HurlbL't: 

Q.  State  whether  you  have  ever  known  either  the  rural  police  of  Mexico  or  any  other 
Mexican  organization  to  have  apprehended  or  detected  and  punished  any  of  these  raid- 
ers.— A.  No,  sir  ;  on  the  contrary,  we  have  applied  to  the  authorities  on  the  other  side 
again  and  again,  and  told  them  that  at  a  certain  point  cattle  would  be  passed  over  the 
river  and  sent  to  a  certain  ranch ;  and  on  every  occasion  when  the  appeal  Wiis  made, 
the  ^tate  or  federal  authorities,  with  the  exception  of  Cortina,  would  pmmise  to  recap- 
ture the  cattle  and  arrest  the  thieves ;  but  on  no  single  occasion  have  they  ever  done 
so.    American  citizens  from  this  side  dare  not  pass  over  to  claim  their  cattle.    Very 
often  our  Mexican  citizens,  having  a  large  number  of  relatives  on  the  other  side,  do  go 
over  and  make  an  eflbrt  to  recover  their  cattle.    The  Mexican  authorities  promise  to 
recapture  them,  and  to  turn  them  over ;  but  they  have  never  done  so  ;  and  even  these 
Mexicans  themselves  have  had  to  go  away,  though  they  had  large  connections  and 
powerful  friends  on  the  other  side,  and  they  have  been  very  glad  to  escape  to  this  side 
with  their  lives.    The  Mexicans  on  the  other  side  will  not  allow  them  to  discuss  this 
matter.    The  raiding  is  done  principally  by  this  rural  police.    The  raiders  are  almost 
exclusively  from  them. 

By  Mr.  Williams  : 
Q.  The  country  is  more  populous  on  the  other  side  of  the  river  than  on  this  side  ? — 
A.  Yes ;  much  more  populous. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  What  is  the  principal  business  of  the  people  living  on  the  other  side?-— A.  It 
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would  only  require  a  visit  to  Xhe  other  side  to  know  that.  I  have  riddeo  over  almost 
all  that  country  at  ni^ht  from  150  to  200  mtlea  ahove  Matamoros.  There  is  scarcely 
any  land  under  cultivation.  The  people  live  solelj  on  the  protits  of  theee  enormoan 
stealings  of  cattle.  The  stealing  of  cattle  is  extraordinary,  and  almost  past  belief. 
We  did  not  know  anything  down  there  about  this  committee  being  appointed  by  Con- 
fess ;  but  I  was  requested  by  the  citizens  to  come  here,  expecting  only  to  see  the  Pres- 
deut.  borne  three  years  ago  I  was  eent  by  the  governor  to  represent  to  General  Graot 
the  condition  of  the  Upper  Rio  Grande,  from  Laredo  up;  and  I  simply  made  a  state- 
ment of  the  condition  of  affairs,  the  situation  of  the  troops,  and  what  they  were  doing. 
I  did  not  anticipate  having  any  statement  to  make  to  this  committee  that  wonld  ne^ 
data.  I  can  get  the  exact  number  of  cattle  which  I  have  known  to  be  passed  over  the 
river  since  I  have  been  there.  I  kept  a  memorandum — a  log;  in  fact,  a  company- 
book — in  which  I  entered  the  names  of  the  parties  who  gave  the  information  of  the 
passage  of  cattle ;  the  number  of  cattle ;  where  they  were  taken  over,  and  where  they 
were  brought  to.  During  the  month  of  November,  General  Potter  asked  me  to  make 
a  statement  of  the  number  of  herds  that  were  passed  over  the  river,  and  I  did  so,  show- 
ing that  l.tKK)  or  2,000  head  of  rattle  were  stolen  that  month,  i.  <•.,  November,  1875. 
Committee  adjourned  till  Wednesday  at  10  oVlock. 


Washington,  D.  C,  January  29,  1676. 
S.  H.  McNallv  recalled. 

By  the  CHAiR>fAN : 

Q.  You  spoke  the  other  day  of  the  character  of  the  population  on  the  other  side  of 
the  Rio  Grande.  State  yonr  ex]>erienoe  of  the  character  of  the  i>opulation  on  oar  side 
of  the  river.— A.  Probably  nine-tenths  of  the  people  living  out  of  the  towns  are  of 
Mexican  origin.  The  owners  of  the  land  and  of  the  ranches  are  citiaens  of  the  State  of 
Texas,  and  all  of  their  ordinary  ranoheros  or  employes  are  natives.  But  there  is  a 
floating  population  that  visits  these  ranches  for  the  pnr]M)ee  of  temporary  employment, 
sheep-shearing,  branding  cattle,  building  fences,  Ac,  fo^ly  equaling,  I  think,  the  per- 
manent residents  of  the  c<^ntry,  those  who  claim  citizenship  and  exercise  the  rights 
of  citizenship  in  the  State ;  these  are  the  men  who  give  informatkm  to  the  raiders,  and 
who  notify  their  friends  and  relatives  that  at  a  certain  ranch  they  will  be  able  to 
gather  np  two  or  three  handred  fine  beeves,  and  who,  when  their  friends  come,  are  on 
the  gui  vive  to  give  information  of  any  danger  that  approaches.  They  are  Mexicans, 
decidedly,  in  all  their  habits  and  feelings,  having  a  violent  antipathy  to  the  gringos^  or 
Americans. 

Q.  Did  yon  ever  have  any  coinmnnication  with  the  Mexican  officials  on  the  other 
side  ? — A.  Yes,  on  several  occasions,  in  regard  to  getting  back  stook.  There  was  one 
occasion  partionlarly  when  the  commandant  of  Mat-araoros,  Colonel  Cristo,  was  called 
upon  by  two  citizens  of  Texas,  an  American  and  a  Mexican,  to  recover  some  stook  that 
had  been  driven  over  and  carried  to  Matamoros.  The  cattle  had  crossed  the  river 
about  twenty-five  miles  above  Matamoros  on  Saturday  night,  and  had  been  carried  to 
the  butcher-pens  in  the  suburbs.  On  Sunday  morning  these  two  gentlemen  notified 
Colono}  Cristo  that  in  this  herd  there  were  quite  a  number  of  cattle  bearing  their 
brands,  and  they  desired  him  to  aid  them  in  recovering  them.  He  said  that  he  would 
certainly  do  so;  that  he  would  take  a  file  of  soldiers  that  evening  and  bring  in  the 
cattle.  On  that  assurance  they  went  off,  and  on  Monday  morning  crossed  over  again 
and  called  on  Colonel  Cristo.  He  told  them  he  had  been  engaged  on  Sunday  so  that 
it  was  impossible  for  him  to  attend  to  that  business,  but  that  he  would  go  that  day 
and  have  the  thieves  punished  and  the  cattle  returned.  They  notified  him  that  on 
Sunday  morning  there  had  been  a  number  of  the  cattle,  with  their  brands,  butchered 
and  sold,  and  that  the  same  thing  had  occurred  on  Monday  morning,  on  which  occa- 
sions thirty  or  forty  of  the  cattle  tearing  their  brands  exclusively  had  been  butchered. 
He  put  them  off  with  the  same  sort  of  excuse  till  Thursday.  On  Thursday  evening 
they  went  over  again,  and  he  told  them  he  would  certainly  go  with  them  to  the  butch- 
eries, and  wonld  go  then.  They  took  a  hack  and  went  to  the  butcher-pens,  and  exam- 
ined the  herd  thoroughly.  There  was  not  a  brand  of  theirs  among  the  cattle.  From 
twenty  to  thirty  of  that  particular  brand  had  been  butchered  in  Matamoros,  and  they 
had  used  up  the  brand.  Colonel  Cristo  had  been  informed  of  that  fact  before  he  went 
out,  and  he  said  to  them,  '*Now,  gentlemen,  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  turn  over  the 
cattle  to  you  if  there  are  any  of  them  here,  but  you  see  there  are  none  of  your  cattle 
here.^^  They  then  said  to  him,  '^  This  brand  belongs  to  my  neighbors,  and  this  one. 
too;  and  this  one.  too.^'  His  reply  was,  ''These  men  claim  that  they  are  their  own 
property,  and  I  have  no  authority  to  take  them  away  from  them.  If  any  of  your  cattle 
were  here,  I  would  take  them  away  and  have  the  men  punished.^'  That  is  the  expe- 
rience that  they  have  had  whenever  they  have  called  the  attention  of  the  Mexican 
authorities  to  the  matter.    That  has  been  my  experience  and  the  experience  of  the 
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people  there  for  the  last  ten  years.     Colonel  Cristb  was  the  commanding  general  of  the 
federal  forces  on  the  frontier. 

By  Mr.  HURI3UT : 

Q.  Have  you  ever  known  an  instance  in  which  the  Mexican  authorities  on  the  other 
bide,  civil  or  military,  have  endeavored  to  restore  stolen  property f — A.  No,  sir;  not 
one.  I  heard  of  one  such  case  on  the  frontier,  hut  one  case  only.  General  Cortina 
himself  did  deliver  some  stock,  as  a  personal  favor,  to  a  particular  friend  of  his,  one  of 
his  compadres  on  this  side,  who  was  an  Ainerioan ;  hut  there  is  no  other  instance  of 
the  kind  on  record. 

<^.  And,  so  far  as  yon  know,  in  no  instance  have  the  demands  of  the  people  of  Texas 
for  the  restoration  of  their  cattle  been  complied  with,  except  in  this  one  case,  in  which 
General  Cortina,  as  a  personal  fiivor,  delivered  up  some  cattle  to  a  special  friend  of 
his  ? — A.  That  is  the  only  instance,  and  that  was  not  done  officially,  but  was  his  own 
individual  act. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Have  these  raiders  been  personally  identified,  any  of  them,  killed  or  alive? — A. 
All  these  men  are  known  by  public  reputation ;  we  know  all  of  them,  or  nearly  all  6f 
them,  who  are  engaged  in  raiding.  They  are  identified  on  this  side  by  the  citizena  of 
Texas,  and  they  are  known  on  the  other  side.  They  live  there  publioly,  and  do  not 
conceal  their  business.  The  passage  of  a  drove  of  cattle  through  the  Mexican  ranches 
ou  the  other  side  is  a  matter  of  as  mnch  notoriety  as  the  passage  of  an  army  through 
Washington  City  would  be ;  everybody  in  the  neighborhood  knows  it,  and  they  do  not 
attempt  any  concealment.  There  is  an  instance  o(  General  Cortina's  connection  with 
this  raiding  last  June.  Cortina  made  a  contract  to  deliver  so  many  head  of  cattle  to 
M>me  Cuban  firm — five  or  six  hundred  head.  The  Spanish  vessel  came  to  the  month  of 
the  river  to  receive  them.  I  sent  my  first  sergeant  on  board  of  the  lighter  that  was  to 
carry  the  cattle  from  the  shore  to  the  steamer,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  down  th«  brands. 
He  went  in  the  charaeter  of  a  spy.  His  nams  is  G.  A.  Hall.  Cortina  was  present  him- 
self, with  a  force  of  probably  150  or  200  men,  delivering  these  cattle.  These  men  are 
considered  his  body-guard  in  Matamoroe,  and  are  known  (as  publicly  as  the  officers  of 
onr  departments  are  known  here)  by  the  people  of  both  sides  of  the  river.  I  W8«  in- 
formed by  some  parties  on  the  other  side  that  some  ten  or  twelve  of  these  men  (giving 
their  names)  were  about  to  eroes  the  river  after  more  cattle,  as  the  boat  was  able  to 
carry  more  than  Cortina  had  on  hand.  I  was  told  that  he  intended  to  send  into  the 
interior  of  Texas  to  get  250  mere  cattle  to  put  upon  the  boat.  I  got  my  men  out,  I 
foand  that  these  Mexicans  had  crowed  over,  and  I  learned  the  coarse  that  they  were 
to  return  on.  I  stationed  my  company  on  the  line,  put  oat  scouts,  and  the  very  day 
that  General  Cortina  had  agreed  to  deliver  the  cattle,  I  intercepted  these  men,  some 
18  miles  from  the  river,  coming  in  with  a  drove  of  250  head  of  cattle.  We  had  a  fight, 
and  they  were  all  killed.  Their  bodies  were  brought  into  Brownsville  by  the  military 
authorities  of  Fort  Brown,  who  sent  wagons  out  and  had  their  bodies  brought  in. 
They  were  all  identified  as  men  who  composed  the  immediate  body-guard  of  Cortina, 
and  who  had  been  down  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  helping  him  to  load  these  cattle. 

Q.  How  many  of  them  were  there  1 — A.  Sixteen  went  oat  in  the  drove ;  one  got 
back ;  he  was  woanded,  and  we  left  him  on  the  field,  aupposing  he  was  dead,  but  ho 
recovered. 

Q.  The  other  fifteen  were  killed? — A.  Yes,  sir;  all  these  men,  whose  bodi**s  were 
identified,  were  known  as  composing  the  immediate  guacd  or  police  force  of  General 
Cortina,  a  portion  of  the  police  force  at  Alatamoroa. 

Q.  What  was  Cortina's  official  position  at  that  time  f — A.  Mayor  of  Matamoros,  or,  as 
they  term  itf  presidente  del  aynntartiiento.  He  also  holds  the  rank  of  brigadier-general 
iu  the  Mexican  army. 

By  Mr.  IIurlbut  : 

Q.  State  whether  there  is  sufficient  power  under  the  laws  of  Texas  to  stop,  and  in- 
vestigate the  character  of,  suspected  persons  iu  that  belt  of  country.— A.  No,  sir ;  there 
is  not. 

^,  Can  yon,  bearing  a  commission  as  you  did  from  the  governor  of  Texas,  lawfully 
stop  and  detain  any  person  on  the  high  road  whom  you  suspect  to  be  in  this  business? — 
A.  I  cannot. 

Q.  State  whether,  in  your  judgment,  it  would  not  be  necessary,  for  the  thorough 
protection  of  that  frontier,  to  ^ivo  the  extraordinarv  powers  that  belong  to  military 
ofiicei-s  in  a  district  under  martial  law. — A.  I  think  that  we  could  find  a  better  remedy 
thAn  the  declaration  of  martial  law  in  that  district.  Martial  law  would  certainly 
work  a  great  many  hardships  to  innocent  persons,  as  it  always  does.  Our  civil-code 
practice  has  very  many  objections  and  difficulties.  These  people  who  raid  on  Texas 
are  not  claimed  by  Mexicans  as  citizens  of  that  country.  They  say  that  they  are  out- 
laws and  murderers,  and  that,  as  fiir  as  they  are  able,  they  stop  their  crossing,  and 
they  want  us  to  assist  them  iu  doing  so.    They  desire  that  we  shall  render  thom  all  the 
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assistance  in  our  power  to  break  that  system  up.  I  believe  that  if  orders  were  issueii 
to  our  military  authorities  to  pursue  these  bands  to  the  other  bank  of  the  river,  and 
punish  them  so  severely  that  the  pay  they  got  for  crossing  a  herd  of  cattle  would  not 
compensate  them  for  the  risk  they  run  in  making  the  raid^  it  would  be  the  most 
effectual  and  rapid  way  of  breaking  this  thing  up,  without  subjecting  any  innocent 
parties  to  harm.  In  carrying  out  that  policy  there  is  no  probability  that  one  innocent 
man  wonld  snffer.  The  Government  of  Mexico  is  nnable  to  break  this  thing  up.  If 
President  Lerdo  were  to  send  an  officer  down  there,  honest  enough  t-o  act  vigorouhly 
against  these  fellows,  and  with  a  sufficient  force  to  stop  these  raids,  the  State  of 
Tamaulipas  would  be  in  revolution  in  less  than  three  months.  It  is  far  distant  from 
the  capital.  The  entire  federal  army  of  Mexico  has  its  hands  full  in  restraining  the 
interior  States  from  revolting,  and  it  would  be  impossible  for  the  President  to  coerce 
this  State.  He  has  not  force  enough.  This  information  I  received  from  federal  otli- 
cers  in  Mexico,  who  told  me  that  tL  y  had  not  troops  enough  to  send  there,  and  that 
they  knew  that,  as  quickly  as  a  squad  of  men  were  sent  there  for  that  purpose,  the 
State  of  Tamaulipas  would  revolt.  Mexican  officers  have  said  to  me,  *'I  wish  to  Gotl 
•you  would  kill  all  these  fellows."  That,  I  think,  would  be  the  quickest  and  most 
effectual  remedy  for  the  breaking  up  of  the  cattle-thieves;  for,  so  long  as  these  rob- 
bers find  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river  a  place  of  refuge  and  a  city  where  they  can 
dispose  of  their  plunder  withont  danger,  so  long  will  theyconiinue  to  riUd  upon  Texan. 
It  would  cost  the  United  States  Government  more  money  to  guard  that  border  thau 
the  whole  State  of  Tamaulipas  is  worth ;  I  mean,  to  guard  it  so  eilectnally  as  to  prevent 
these  men  from  coming  over. 

Q.  Then,  your  plan  would  be  to  authorize  the  officers  of  our  Army  to  follow  these 
raiders  into  the  territory  of  Mexico,  and  to  punish  them  there — in  that  it  f — A.  Ves,  sir  ; 
that  is  the  only  true  solution  of  the  difficult}'. 

Q.  That,  however,  cannot  be  done  without  the  consent  of  the  federal  Government  of 
Mexico  f — A.  I  do  not  believe  that  the  federal  Government  of  Mexico  would  object  to 
it,  but  I  do  not  know  that  it  wonld  consent  to  it. 

Q.  By  your  own  theory,  they  would  have  a  revolution  in  Taraanlipas  if  they  did. — 
A.  No;  we  wonld  control  them.  I  consider  that  if  the  Government  of  Mexico  were  to 
send  in  a  force  sufficient  to  stop  this  raiding,  they  wonld  have  a  revolution. 

Q.  And  you  think  that  if  the  Mexican  Government  were  to  allow  United  States  forces 
to  penetrate  that  territory,  the  people  of  Tamaulipas  wonld  not  revolt  f — A.  I  do  not 
think  the  Government  of  Mexico  would  pay  any  attention  to  it.  I  do  not  think  the 
government  would  ever  know  it,  officially,  at  the  city  of  Mexico. 

Q.  I  understood  you  to  state  in  a  former  part  of  your  examination  that  no  five  hun- 
dred of  the  best  troops  could  remain  on  the  Mexican  bank  of  the  river  twenty-four 
hours  if  they  crossed  over. — A.  My  statement  was  that  they  could  not  return  if  they 
went  any  distance  from  the  river  and  remained  twenty-four  hoars — that  they  could  not 
maintain  themselves  on  that  side  of  the  river. 

Q.  In  that  case,  it  seems  to  me  that  there  would  be  some  difficulty  in  following  the  raid- 
ers into  Mexico. — A.  It  would  require  a  force  of  from  three  to  five  hundred  men  to  capture 
every  bunch  of  cattle  carried  over  the  river,  and  to  get  back  with  safety,  passing  the 
river  rapidly,  and  returning  at  once,  making  no  stay  whatever  on  the  other  side.  If 
they  attempted  to  make  any  stay  over  there  they  would  be  surrounded. 

Q.  I  suppose  that  you  are  aware  that  sending  a  body  of  troops,  under  the  flag  of  the 
United  States,  into  a  country  with  which  we  are  at  peace  is  a  declaration  of  war. — A. 
I  do  not  know  of  any  writer  on  international  law  who  does  not  agree  to  the  principle 
that  where  a  nation  is  unable  or  unwilling  to  restrain  its  turbulent  people  from  depre- 
dating on  a  neighboring  territory,  the  nation  so  depredated  upon  has  the  right  to  pur- 
sue these  robbers  into  their  fastnesses  across  the  line,  and  there  to  punish  them  for 
their  offenses. 

Q.  The  line  of  march  wonld  lead  straight  to  Matamoros,  would  it  not  ? — A.  No,  sir ; 
the  cattle  are  usually  crossed  above  and  below  Matamoros.  They  bring  them,  of  course, 
to  the  towns  to  dispose  of  them,  nine  herds  out  of  ten,  but  they  never  cross  the  river 
in  front  of  these  large  cities. 

Q.  You  are  aware,  of  course,  that  the  Mexican  war  was  brought  on  by  the  ^fexican 
troops  crossing  the  Nueces  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Which  was  claimed  by  the  Mexicans  to  be  their  bounda'y,  while  we  claimed  the 
Rio  Grande. — A.  Mexican  officers  have  been  crossing  over  with  soldiers,  and  penetrat- 
ing into  the  interior  of  Texas,  again  and  again. 

Q.  Under  orders  from  Mexico  f — A.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  their  orders;  but 
they  have  certainly  crossed,  and  that  fact  is  proved  by  the  records  of  the  Congressioua  1 
committee  that  was  down  there.  There  is  ample  proof  of  that  fact.  It  is  not  an  iso- 
lated case,  but  has  occurred  on  various  occasions,  when  officers,  with  their  organized 
companies,  have  crossed  the  river  and  made  those  raids  and  drove  cattle  back. 

Q.  T  understood  you  to  say  that  these  were  the  rural  police. — A.  That  is  trde  ;  but  I 
say  that  there  are  also  instances  of  the  federal  troo]>s  themselves  crossing  the  river. 
The  people  of  the  frontier  do  not  want  war,  they  want  peace.    I  have  followed  fifty 
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lienls  of  cattle  to  the  bank  of  the  Rio  Grande,  and  I  would  see  the  stock  ou  the  opposite 
bank.  The  Mexicans'woiild  dare  me  to  cross  the  river  and  take  them.  They  would 
say :  *'  Here  are  the  cattle,  come  across  and  take  them  if  yon  dare.*' 

The  Chairman.  Do  you  not  think  that  extraordinary  powers  ought  to  bo  given  to 
the  military  commanders  there  to  exercise  a  strict  police  along  the  river,  ami  to  exam- 
ine everybody  ? 

The  Witness.  Who  can  give  that  authority  ? 

Mr.  HuRLiiuT.  The  President  can. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  I  believe  you  have  no  permanent  residence  in  that  region  of  cauutry  f — X.  No; 
I  reside  in  Washington  County,  about  five  hundred  and  twenty  miles  from  the  river. 

Q.  What  is  your  general  occupation  there? — A.  lam  a  planter;  I  own  no  proparty 
on  that  frontier. 

<J.  Have  you  a  family  ?— A.  Yes. 


Testimony  of  General  Ord. 

Washington,  D.  C,  lehrnary  12, 1876. 

Goueral  E.  0.  C.  Oud,  commanding  the  Military  Department  of  Texas,  sworn  and 
examined.  , 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Please  give  the  committee  a  general  statement  of  the  condition  of  affairs 
on  the  Rio  Grande. — Answer.  I  will  submit  to  the  committee  my  last  report,  of  the  10th 
the  September,  1875,  which  is  a  correct  statement  of  the  facts,  so  far  as  I  could  learn 
from  the  most  reliable  witnesses,  and  which  were  afterward  verified  by  myself  on  an 
examination  of  the  country.     I  make  that  report  part  of  my  testimony. 

[The  report  is  appended  to  this  testimony,  marked  **  A."] 

Q.  State  what  has  been  the  condition  of  affairs  since  the  date  of  that  report. — A, 
Since  the  date  of  that  report  I  have  received  frequent  communications  from  the  post  com- 
manders aud  from  the  district  commander  on  the  border.  For  ashort  time  after  the  arrest 
of  Cortina,  who  controlled  these  bands  on  the  Lower  Rio  Grande,  the  raids  were  not  so 
frequent.  But  recently  the  commanding  otlicer  of  the  district  of  the  Rio  Grande  sends 
uie,  from  Fort  Brown,  copies  of  telegrams  and  reports,  which  I  also  hand  in  as  evidence, 
which  show  that  the  raids  and  murders  have  increased  rapidly. 

Witness  (continniog).  Since  my  report,  which  I  have  just  handed  in,  one  of  the 
raiding  parties  was  overtaken  by  the  troops;  the  commanding  officer,  having  received 
information  of  the  raid,  managed  to  overtake  them  as  they  were  crossing  the  river,  and 
to  catch  them  in  the  act  of  crossing.  The  raiders  were  also  followed  by  the  Texas  State 
troops  under  the  command  of  Captain  McNally,  and  although  a  large  number  of 
rancheros,  when  our  troops  crossed,  turned  out  to  protect  them  (the  raiders),  yet, 
with  the  aid  of  the  government  troops,  they  secured  a  portion  of  the  stolen 
cattle — probably  a  few  that  were  too  much  crippled  or  bruised  to  be  driven  be- 
yond reach.  The  extent  of  those  raids,  and  the  facilities  for  committing  them, 
appear  to  be  not  really  understood  outside  of  that  country.  On  account  of  the 
large  number  of  ranches  a<ong  the  banks  of  the  Nueces,  and  between  the  Nueces 
and  the  Rio  Grande,  and  from  jtho  fact  that  that  country  affords  special  ad- 
vantages to  stock-raisers,  and  that  the  northerly  winds  frequently  drive  large 
numbers  of  cattle  one  or  two  hundred  miles  south  of  where  the  owners  live,  the  increase 
of  cattle  and  their  number  there  on  the  plains  north  of  the  river  have  been  very  great. 
On  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  the  supply  of  beef  has  been  very  limited,  from  all  that 
I  can  learn.  The  number  of  Mexicans  who  have  been  driven  by  revolution  and  by 
their  own  lawless  acts  from  C^'Utriil  and  Southern  Mexico  up  to  the  borders  of  the  Rio 
Grande,  probably  to  escape  the  result  of  their  offenses,  has  filled  that  country  with  law- 
less and  desperate  men.  Even  the  rulers  make  little  or  no  efi'ort  to  prevent  their  com- 
mitting offenses  against  the  United  States,  as  it  would  probably  destroy  their  popu- 
larity if  they  did,  and  would  make  them  odious  to  the  majority  of  the  people.  For  the 
same  reason — the  facility  for  crossing  the  river  and  for  escape  to  the  Unitea  States — the 
Mexican  troops,  who  aie  generally  enlisted  just  as  sailors  used  to  be  in  England,  by  a 
sort  of  pre«s-gang  system,  take  advantage  of  the  opportunity  afiorded  them  when 
brought  north  to  the  Rio  Grande  border,  and  desert  to  the  United  States.  That  pre- 
vents the  central  government  from  maintaining  a  force  on  tne  Liower  Rio  Grande  to 
control  the  desperate  and  lawless  people.  I  have  represented  these  facts  in  my  report 
to  the  General  Government,  and  have  suggested  the  propriety  of  amending  existing 
treaties,  so  that  deserters  from  either  sid  e  can  be  remitted  as  other  criminal  offenders 
now  are  under  the  present  extradition  treaties.  After  examining  the  country,  which  I 
found  to  be  a  dense  thicket  along  the  river,  with  here  and  there  narrow  paths  or  cat- 
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tie-roads  ent  tbron^^h  (which  thicket  extends  sometimes  20  or  25  miles  from  the  river 
toward  the  open  plain),  and  from  the  fact  that  the  grazing  country  to  the  north  i* 
about  the  same  distance  from  the  river  from  its  mouth  for  500  miles  up  the  river,  I  <'auie 
to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  impossible  to  guard  the  river-banks  by  a  system  of  small 
]iosts  or  videttes,  for  the  reason  that  the  cattle-thieves  can  receive  notice  from  the 
rural  population  (who  are  nearly  all  Mexicaus)  of  the  location  of  the  troops.  I  satis- 
tied  myself  that  the  only  way  to  protect  the  property  of  the  people  on  that  frontier  and 
to  prevent  these  raids,  was  to  cross  the  river,  whenever  the  troops  struck  a  trail  with 
the  prospect  of  overtaking  the  cattle- thieves.  They  cannot  see  them  come  through  this 
thicket  or  chaparral,  and  they  cannot  know  that  Ihey  are  coming  on  any  particular 
road,  excejit  only  by  accident.  They  can  only  get  ui)oq  the  trail  in  the  rear  and  fol- 
low them,  and  as  these  cattle- thieves  go  mounted  and  at  a  full  run,  the  prospect  of 
overtaking  them  before  they  get  to  the  river  is  more  than  doubtful ;  it  is  next  to 
impossible.  The  local  authorities  on  the  Mexican  side  being  under  the  influence 
of  this  lawless  |)opnlation,  which  I  have  described,  and  being  sometimes  their 
IcSaders,  are  averse  to  restoring  any  property,  and  I  believe  they  have  never  yet 
shown  any  disposition  to  do  so,  no  matter  how  strong  the  proof  of  the  guilt  of  the 
party  or  the  evidence  that  the  property  is  within  their  reach.  These  officials  have 
frequently  enc^aged  in  these  cattle-raids  and  have  boasted  of  the  success  of  their  en- 
terprise. Under  these  circumstances,  and  in  view  of  the  powerlessness  or  inability  of 
the  Mexican  government  to  enforce  its  own  laws,  or  even  to  protect  its  own  property, 
we  cannot  expect  them  to  protect  ours,  and  I  consider  it  not  only  justifiable,  but  the 
duty  of  the  United  States  authorities  to  enforce  the  security  of  our  own  border  and  to 
protect  the  people  from  invasion.  I  could  give  instances,  stated  to  me  by  officials  on 
the  river,  of  numerous  raids,  and  of  the  passage  of  cattle  in  large  numbers  that  have 
occurred  since  I  have  been  in  command  of  the  department,  but  I  balieve  that  the  com- 
mittee has  received  sufficient  evidence  on  that  point  from  gentlemen  who  live  on  the 
ground.  I  may  state,  however,  that  so  great  has  been  the  fear  of  the  raiders,  by  both 
Americans  and  Mexicans,  and  so  certainly  would  men  be  murdered  if  they  gave  in- 
formation, that  captains  of  American  steamers,  plying  on  the  river,  and  gentlemen 
who  have  been  living  outside  of  the  towns,  re(|uested  me  not  to  mention  their  names 
in  any  statement  I  might  make  to  the  government  based  on  their  evidence,  for  they 
would  in  all  probability  be  murdered  by  these  raiders  if  it  were  known  that  they  had 
given  information.  When  the  commanding  officer  at  Ringgold  Barracks,  on  one  rare 
occasion,  received  information  of  an  intended  raid,  themau  who  sent  him  the  informa- 
tion and  the  Mexican  boy  whom  he  sent  with  it  were  both  murdered  in  less  than  a 
month.  I  will  also  add  that  it  is  a  matter  of  great  importance  on  that  frontier  that 
troops  of  the  best  sort  should  be  stationed  there.  An  unfortunate  condition  of  affairs 
arose  between  the  colored  troops  and  the  native  i)opulation,  under  which  native  Mex- 
icans living  on  the  American  side  were  indisposed  to  co-operate  with  the  officers  of 
colored  regiments.  They  were  averse  to  having  that  sort  of  troops  among  them.  For 
that  reason  I  gave  orders,  shortly  after  taking  command,  that  no  patrols  or  small  par- 
ties should  be  sent  out  from  posts,  except  under  command  of  a  white  officer,  and  as 
thei'e  are  very  few  officers  available,  this,  in  a  great  measure,  prevented  such  patrols 
being  sent.  So  that  white  troops  should  in  all  cases  be  selected  for  service  on  that 
frontier,  and  at  least  two  regiments  of  the  best  cavalry  should  be  stationed  on  the 
Lower  Rio  Grande.  I  have  been  requested  by  the  district  commander  there  to  hurry 
down  some  cavalry  which  I  promised  him  recently  on  account  of  the  frequency  of 
raids,  and  from  the  fact  that  a  revolution  was  progressing  on  the  opposide  side,  which 
wonld  probably  place  the  worst  class  of  people  in  power,  and  in  position  to  do  harm, 
and  the  raiding  parties,  in  order  to  supply  the  revolutionists  with  beef,  would  come 
across,  probably,  two  or  throe  hundred  in  a  party. 

The  northers  in  that  locality  are  very  cold,  and  neither  horses  nor  cattle  will  face 
them,  and  they  are  driven  by  these  winds  to  seek  shelter  in  the  thickets  and  oak 
groves  which  are  found  farther  south.  They  sometimes  wander  two  or  three  hundred 
miles  under  the  influence  of  these  northers.  They  are  so  cold  that  sometimes  hun- 
dreds and  thousands  of  cattle  i»erish  by  cold;  they  freeze,  not  so  much  from  the  low 
temperature  as  from  the  force  of  the  wind,  which  carries  off  the  vital  heat.  The  cat- 
tle are  all  free.  One  mau's  cattle  will  be  fre<inently  found  in  two  or  three  of  the  sur- 
rounding counties,  in  this  way,  under  successive  northers.  They  keep  on  going  south 
continually,  from  one  thicket  to  another,  or  from  one  covert  to  another,  to  the  south- 
ern country.  The  country  along  there  affords  better  facilities  both  for  protection  and 
grazing  than  the  country  farther  north.  The  mesquite  trees  grow  much  larger,  and 
the  prickly  pear,  on  wiiich  the  cattle  graze  during  droughts,  grows  in  greater  abun- 
dance, and  the  natural  grasses  are  as  strong,  I  think,  in  the  valley  of  the  Rio  Grande, 
and  the  valley  is  about  as  fertile  as  any  place  that  I  have  ever  seen  in  Texas.  Hence 
there  is  always  a  larger  supply  of  cattle  there  than  belong  to  that  portion  of  the  coun- 
try, and  the  raiders,  when  they  cut  out  a  band  of  cattle,  have  been  sometimes  over- 
taken with  from  ten  to  twenty  brands  in  one  herd. 

(^  State  whether  these  raids  are  mutual  from  either  side  of  the  river,  or  whether  it 
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is  possible  oqt  acconnt  of  the  Mexican  siirveillaDce  on  the  frontier  for  American  raiders 
to  go  over  there.  Has  such  a  thing  not  come  to  your  knowledge  f — A.  I  inauired  care- 
fully when  I  was  down  there  to  .ascertain  if  any  raids  had  been  comniitt-ea  by  Ameri- 
cans on  Mexicans,  and  I  could  not  hear  of  a  single  instance.  When,  on  the  Upper  Rio 
Grande,  I  suggested  the  ]»os8ibiUty  of  outlaws  on  our  side  stealing  horses  and  carrying 
them  to  Mexico,  the  people  laughed  at  me,  because,  they  said,  the  Mexicans  were  so 
luuph  more  expert  in  stealing,  and  because  that  class  of  people  was  so  much  more 
abundant  on  ffhe  other  side,  an  American  who  should  cross  with  stolen  property  would 
not  hold  it  an  hour  after  be  bad  crossed.  Besides,  on  the  Mexican  side  of  the  Lower 
liio  Grande,  so  far  as  I  could  see,  there  is  nothing  to  st«al.  The  people  on  the  Mexi- 
can side  are  nearly  all  supplied  with  beef,  or  pretty  largely  supplied,  from  our  side ; 
and  I  was  told  by  a  gentleman  who  was  for  a  long  time  consul  at  Monterey,  Mr.  Ulrich, 
that  the  price  of  beef  there  varies  with  the  arrival  and  departure  of  raiding  bands 

going  after  cattle  into  Texas.  Besides  this,  they  have  a  system  of  rural  police  among 
he  population  living  in  the  villages  close  to  the  border  of  the  river,  who  would  com- 
municate the  arrival  of  a  party  of  Americans  so  quickly  that  in  less  than  six  hours 
after  Captains  McNallv  and  Randlett  crossed  the  river  with  their  little  force,  between 
two  and  three  hundreu  of  this  rural  police  and  ranoheros  were  in  front  of  him,  and  as 
many  as  500  would  have  been  there  in  less  than  twenty-four  hours  if  he  had  remained. 
So  that  there  is  neither  temptation  to  go  there  for  plunder  nor  prospect  of  getting  it 
out  if  they  should  get  any. 

Q.  Do  you  consider  the  Mexican  system  of  surveillauce  of  the  river  as  much  more 
effective  than  ours.' — A.  Yes;  they  koei»  a  sharper  lookout  in  proiK>rtion,  just  as  a 
band  of  robbers  would  keep  a  better  lookout  to  cover  their  retreat  than  the  shepherds 
Avonld  keep  in  watohing  their  flocks.  It  is,  hence,  next  to  impossible  for  anybody  to 
go  there  and  return  without  being  either  discovered  or  without  a  large  force  being 
gathered  to  resist  them.  That  is  one  reason  why  I  am  anxious  to  have  a  larger  mili- 
tary force  there  than  we  have  now.  The  only  way  of  recovering  cattle  and  of  prevent- 
ing future  raids  is  to  cross  the  river,  and  I  want  a  sufficient  force  to  cross  and  to  main- 
tain itself  on  the  other  side  for  a  short  time  if  necessary. 

Q.  I  understand  yon  to  say  that  the  Mexican  side  of  the  river  is  densely  settled. — A. 
On  the  southern  side  of  theViver  the  poi>nlation  is  quite  large,  probably  two  or  three 
times  as  great  as  on  our  side;  and  then  they  have,  oi^  the  oi>posite  side,  a  large  popu- 
Jation  of  roving  Mexicans,  who  can  be  citizens  on  either  side,  and  who  are  thus  exempt 
from  arrest  on  the  other.  These  vagabonds  on  the  northern  side  of  the  river  are  fre- 
qnently  in  collusion  with  the  robber- bauds  from  Mexico,  and  for  that  reason  the  Mex- 
ican Government  states  that  those  raids  are  not  committed  by  Mexicans,  but  are  com- 
mitted by  Americans,  because  some  of  these  same  fellows  may  have  i»robably  been 
naturalized,  or  had  obtained  some  right  under  the  Texas  laws  (which  are  very  liberal) 
to  remain  there,  and  to  have  the  benefit  of  citizenship,  but  they  are  nevertheless  Mex- 
icans. 

Q.  You  do  not  aj»ply  that  to  the  entire  Mexican  ]>opulatiou  on  our  side  ? — A.  Not  at 
all;  only  to  the  roving  class,  who  have  no  permanent  home.  The  best  class  of  Mexi- 
cans are  just  as  anxious  as  ih.e  American  stock-raisers  are  to  put  a  stop  to  these  raids, 
and  quite  a  company  of  them  co-o}>erated  very  actively  id  the  recovery  of  the  oattle 
by  Captain  McNally  and  Cai^tain  Randlet,  when  they  crossed  the  river  recently. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  been  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  ? — A.  I  have  been. 

Q.  On  what  do  the  i»eople  on  the  other  side  live  f  What  is  their  main  occupation  ? 
Do  they  cultivate  land  ? — A.  There  is  a  little  cultivation,  but  it  was  one  of  the  myste- 
ries which  I  could  not  fathom,  how  so  many  people  happen  to  live  with  so  little  work. 
There  did  not  api>ear  to  be  any  sufficient  amount  of  land  cultivated  to  maintain  them. 
There  was  a  very  small  amount  of  cattle — only  a  few  goats  and  some  sheep. 

Q.  On  -what,  in  your  opinion,  do  they  live  f — A.  When  I  asked  one  gentleman,  a  cit- 
izen of  Matamoros,  if  there  was  no  way  of  affording  this  people  occupation,  and  giving 
them  some  work  to  do,  he  said,  ^'  Yes;  bring  back  Cortina,  and  they  will  soon  have 
]denty  of  work.*'  1 6upiK>se  he  meant  that  Cortina  would  give  them  employment  on 
onr  side. 

Q.  Was  not  that  all  the  work  Cortina  had  to  give?— A.  I  think  he  encouraged  the 
trade  with  the  interior,  as  far  as  he  could  do  so  when  the  owners  of  the  conduclas,  and 
of  the  supplies  coming  in  and  going  out,  would  pay  him  liberally;  but  I  think  from 
wrhat  I  could  learn  that  his  supplies  of  cattle  came  from  the  north  side  of  the  river. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  take  any  notice  as  to  what  became  of  all  the  oattle  stolen  ? — ^A.  In 
one  or  two  instances  certificates  were  furnished  to  me  by  special  agents  employed  as 
spies  that  bands  of  cattle  were  driven  to  the  beach  near  Matamoros  and  shipped  to 
Havana,  and  that  large  numbers  of  hides  (the  brands  of  which  were  found  to  be  Ameri- 
can brands)  were  shipped  on  this  same  steamer ;  that  the  employi^s  of  Cortina  guarde<l 
the  shipment  of  the  cattle,  and  some  of  them  were  afterward  killed  in  possession  of 
the  herd  of  stolen  cattle  on  our  side,  driving  it  to  the  river-bank.  AU  this  was  sworn 
to  by  the  parties  who  witnessed  the  shipment,  and  a  copy  of  these  affidavits  is  tiled 
among  the  papers  that  I  sent  in  in  connection  with  the  account  of  the  matter. 
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Q.  Did  you  bear  of  any  market  for  cattle  in  the  interior  f — A.  I  have  stated  that  Mr. 
Ulrich  told  me  that  the  price  of  beef  at  Monterey  varied  with  the  arrival  of  these 
raiding  parties  from  the  north. 

Q.  I  believe  yon  stated  that  the  people  on  the  other  side  seem  to  be  in  common  ac- 
cord in  protecting  these  raids — both  the  local  authorities  and  the  resident  popolation.— 
A.  I  was  informed  by  a  gentleman  formerly  of  the  United  States  Army,  and  now  a 
stock-raiser  on  the  border,  that  the  commandant  at  Mier  is  one  of  the  most  notorioas 
cattle-raiders  and  bandits  in  the  country.  And  he  was  at  that  time  reported  to  be  still 
in  office  as  commandant  of  the  custom-house  guard  at  Mier. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  the  fact  that  a  mail-rider  at  one  time  was  st.opped  and  held  back 
for  some  time,  by  one  of  these  raiding  parties,  so  that  he  should  not  carry  information 
till  they  were  safely  over  t — A.  They  capture  everybody  whom  they  encounter.  While 
the  raiding  was  going  on  which  I  spoke  of  (shortly  after  I  took  command)  the  raiders 
were  so  frequently  in  possession  of  the  country  on  our  side  that  the  roads  were  im- 
passable  ^cept  by  large  parties  or  nnder  escort.  The.Mexicao  consul  at  San  Antonio, 
when  he  wanted  to  go  over  to  Camargo  for  his  family,  asked  and  obtained  from  me  an 
order  for  an  escort ;  and  the  Catholic  bishop  when  he  visited  his  people  asked  me  for 
a  military  escort.  The  county  judge  going  from  one  town  to  another  requested  a  mili- 
tary escort.  It  was  nnsafe  outside  ot  the  towns,  and  it  was  impossible  to  execute  the 
laws  at  all.  That  was  at  the  time  previous  to  Cortina's  arrest,  and  it  will  become  so 
agaiu  on  his  return.  The  country  was  entirely  in  possession  of  the  cattle-raiders,  and 
my  force  was  entirely  inadequate  to  check  them,  or  to  drive  them  oat  of  the  country. 
They  have  always  taken  precautions  to  cover  their  mov^-ments,  and  to  keep  the  infor- 
mation of  their  raids  from  spreading.  As  I  mentioned  before,  where  they  discovered 
that  information  had  been  given  of  their  movements  they  murdered  the  man  who  sent 
it  and  the  boy  who  took  it. 

Q.  From  your  observatious  there  what  power  does  the  national  Mexican  Government 
exercise  in  these  matters  f — A.  The  national  government  appears  to  have  no  control 
over  the  country.  It  cannot  keep  troops  there,  because  they  desert,  and  the  country 
is  tilled  with  malcontents  and  deserters,  and  the  local  authorities  are  under  their  in- 
fluence. The  rule  in  Mexico  along  the  frontier  has  been,  and  is  still,  to  intrust  the 
provincial  authorities  with  entire  control  and  management  of  the  frontier  defense 
against  marauders  or  Indians,  so  that  I  had  an  nnderst<anding  with  the  governor  of 
Sonora,  when  I  had  command  of  the  department  which  inclndes  Arizona,  that  we 
could  cross  the  border  in  pursuit  of  marauding  Indians  from  either  side,  and  on  one 
occasion  a  company  of  Mexican  troops  co-operated  with  our  troops  for  two  or  three 
weeks  on  our  side  of  the  boundary.    I  approved  of  issuing  rations  to  them  and  com- 

Elimented  them  in  orders.  I  have  now  an  understanding  with  the  governor  of  Chi' 
uahua  to  the  same  etfect,  that  either  his  troops  or  ours  shall  pursue  hostile  Indians, 
or  co-operate  in  their  pursuit  on  either  side,  and  as  all  these  raiders  on  the  river  are 
pretty  much  Indians,  or  of  Indian  descent,  if  the  local  governor  of  Tamaulipas  was 
influenced  by  the  same  motives  there  would  be  no  difliculty  about  our  troops  co-oper- 
at>ng  and  soon  putting  an  end  to  these  raids. 

Q.  I  understand  you  to  say,  then,  that  that  power  which  we  have  actually  to  deal 
with  on  the  frontier  is  not  the  national  government  of  Mexico,  but  the  local  govern- 
ment?— A.  The  local  government. 

Q.  And  the  national  government  is  never  applied  to  by  the  local  government  f — A. 
It  is  never  applied  to  so  far  as  I  am  aware  of  for  permission  to  use  its  own  means,  in 
regard  to  its  wishes,  or  even  consulted.  But  the  moment  that  we  cross  the  border,  the 
local  authorities  then  refer  to  the  treaties  with  the  national  government,  which  they 
do  not  pretend  to  abide  by,  or  have  the  slightest  regard  for,  themselves. 

Q.  In  this  whole  matter,  in  the  manner  of  protecting  the  frontier  there,  do  you  think 
that  any  dependence  can  be  placed  on  anything  like  treaties  or  mutual  agreements  of 
any  kind  whatever,  or  is  it  necessary  to  depend  entirely  upon  our  own  force  f — ^A.  I 
think  it  would  be  just  about  as  proper  if  pirates  were  committing  depredations  on  oar 
commerce  in  the  Pacific  Ocean,  and  if  these  pirates  bad  been  fitted  out  in  Spain,  and 
we  should  attempt  to  capture  them,  for  them  to  appeal  to  the  treaty  with  Spain,  and 
to  say  that  we  had  no  right  to  touch  them. 

Q.  You  think  that  we  can  rely  only  on  what  we  do  ourselves  f — A.  That  is  the  only 
reliance  we  have.  They  have  no  regard  for  anything  but  force,  and  as  there  is  no 
force  in  the  Mexican  Government  there  to  restrain  them,  if  we  do  not  put  our  own 
force  in  use  they  will,  before  long,  take  possession  of  the  country ;  they  now  threaten 
to  take  possession  of  it. 

Q.  Have  you  heard  of  any  revolutionary  movement  there  lately  f — A.  The  command- 
ing oflicer  of  the  district  at  Brownsville  reports  to  me  that  there  was  a  prominent  rev- 
olutionist at  Brownsville  (Porfirio  Diaz),  and  I  learned  from  the  commanding  oflicet 
at  Eagle  Pass  that  the  revolution  was  in  progress  in  Coahuila. 

Q.  State  what,  in  your  opinion,  the  efl'ect  of  the  presence  of  a  revolutionary  army 
on  the  frontier  would  be. — A.  It  wouhi  prevent  what  little  control  the  government  is 
now  exercising  over  the  people  on  the  southern  side.    Revolutionary  bands,  of  course, 
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plunder  everybody  on  tbeir  own  side,  and  they  would  have  no  regard  for  people  on 
our  side.  The  river  is  no  obstacle.  They  cau  cross  wherever  they  please,  and  help 
themselves  to  whatever  they  want. 

Q.  Would  they  not  naturally  draw  all  their  supplies  Irom  this  side  ? — A.  The  only 
place  they  can  ^et  their  supply  of  beef  there  is  from  the  north  side  of  the  river,  and 
they  would  inevitably  cross  the  river  and  plunder.  I  ought  to  mention  in  my  evidence 
that  the  sort  of  people  whom  I  have  described  as  in  power,  and  as  making  up  the  ma- 
jority of  the  population  in  Tamaulipas,  are  not  found  so  numerous  as  you  go  up  the 
river  farther  north  to  Chihuahua.  1  have  been  informed  by  gentlemen  who  traveled 
and  lived  there  that  the  population  is  industrious,  thrifty,  and  enterprising ;  that  the 
oountry  is  cultivated  and  handsome ;  that  common  schools  abound,  and  that,  in  every 
respect,  there  is  a  great  improvement  and  manifest  progress  made.  As  you  go  up  the 
river  this  improved  condition  of  things  increases,  in  Coahuila  also  they  have  good 
common  schools,  and  the  attendance  of  children  is  good,  and  the  people  are  making 
g^reat  progress  in  the  arts,  and  are  cultivating  the  soil  with  a  good  deal  of  care.  In 
proportion  as  this  higher  civilisation  is  fouud,  the  depredatious  upon  the  American 
property  diminish,  until,  in  the  Northern  States,  we  are  co-operating  mutually  to  cap- 
ture or  destroy  the  wild  Indians  who  depredate  on  both  sides,  and  i  think  that  every 
effort  should  be  made  to  protect  industrious  Mexicans,  and  to  foster  friendly  relations 
with  them.  The  relations  of  the  people  on  both  sides  at  the  north  are  very  friendly, 
but  not  at  the  south.  In  the  vicinity  of  Brownsville  a  Mexican  may  be  polite,  and 
may  treat  our  ofUcials  with  some  courtesy  when  they  cross,  but  that  does  not  express 
their  real  sentiments  or  the  feelings  of  their  local  rulers. 

Q.  What  class  of  troops  would  be  the  most  efficient  there  f — ^A.  I  have  mentioned 
already  very  good  reasons  for  relieving  the  colored  troops  on  that  frontier,  and  replac- 
ing them  by  white  troops  as  soon  as  possible,  and  I  have  so  represented  it  to  the  mili- 
tary authorities.  Since  the  white  troops  went  down  there,  there  was  verv  earnest  co- 
operation between  the  resident  Mexicans  and  the  white  troops.  For  the  first  time 
since  the  Fourth  Cavalry  were  there,  the  resident  Mexicans  showed  zeal  and  activity 
in  co-operating  with  our  troops.  Only  recently  Captain  Randlett,  in  his  report,  com- 
pliments the  Mexicans  who  aided  him  very  materially.  Whereas,  when  the  colored 
troops  went  out,  the  Mexicans  avoided  them,  and,  in  some  instances,  attacked  them. 
There  was  a  feeling  of  hostility  between  them  and  the  Mexicans. 

By  Mr.  Banks  : 

Q.  But  the  relations  between  the  Mexican  people  and  the  white  troops  were  improv- 
ing t — A.  They  were  good  at  once.  When  the  Fourth  Cavalry  was  there  they  could 
get  information  and  could  succeed  in  overtaking  the  thieves,  and  did  so  by  obtaining 
correct  information. 

Q.  What  is  the  number  of  the  colored  troops  now  in  your  department  f — A.  I  have 
two  regiments  of  infantry  and  one  and  a  half  regiments  of  cavalry,  colored  troops. 

Q.  lS>es  the  improvement  in  agricultural  or  planting  interests,  and  the  improved 
dis)H)sition  of  the  colored  people  to  labor,  affect  the  military  organization  at  all  t — A. 
1  was  going  to  add  that  the  companies  have  become  so  small  on  account  of  the  almost 
impossibility  of  getting  good  recruits,  and  on  account  of  the  discharge  of  the  old  men. 
The  commanding  officer  of  the  Department  of  the  Gulf  informs  me  that  the  colored 
men  are  not  enlisting  in  his  department;  that  they  are  settling  down  and  working. 

Q.  The  better  tbeir  disposition  to  work,  the  less  disposition  they  have  to  enlist  f — 
A.  Yes ;  they  can  get  mncn  better  pay  and  be  much  better  contented  in  civil  life,  and 
it  is  much  better  for  them  to  remain  at  work,  because  they' are  more  happy  and  con- 
tented having  their  families  with  them.  Those  who  are  discharged  out  there  do  not 
remain,  but  return  as  soon  as  possible. 

By  Mr.  Williahs: 

Q.  What  posts  have  you  below  Laredo  t — A.  Only  two  posts  below  Laredo ;  one  at 
Kinggold  Barracks,  which  is  opposite  Camargo,  on  the  other  side,  and  one  at  Browns- 
ville. I  ought  to  have  added  in  my  testimony  that  one  of  the  difficulties  which  com-^ 
plicate  the  matter  seriously  in  connection  with  these  raiding  parties,  is  that  the  Rio 
Grande  River  is  not  looked  upon  as  the  real  boundary-line,  the  river  having  changed 
since  the  treaty  made  it  the  border ;  and  there  are  a  good  many  of  what  are  cafled 
hoUaSf  or  pockets,  in  the  bends  of  the  river,  which  have  been  cut  off  from  one  or  the 
other  side,  leaving,  as  it  were,  little  pieces  of  Mexico  all  along  on  our  side  of  the  river ; 
and  the  Mexican  laws  are  enforced  in  these  places,  and  the  Mexican  population  refuse 
to  submit  to  any  authority  from  our  side.  In  a  great  many  places  the  river  has  taken 
an  entirely  new  channel.  These  raiding  parties  can  rendezvous,  ther^ore,  on  this  side 
of  the  river  in  Mexico,  and  we  cannot  dMtnrb  them  without  being  on  Mexican  territory. 

Q.  There  is  no  difficulty  in  establishing  military  posts  anywhere  along  the  river — 
that  is,  the  ground  is  high  enough  f — ^A.  When  we  get  below  Edinbtlrgh  the  river- 
bottom  is  liable  to  overflow,  and  it  is  very  difficult  to  travel  after  an  overflow,  on  ac- 
count of  the  mud,  so  that  tne  people  traveling  up  and  down  the  river  have  to  take  to 
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the  hills,  some  distance  from  the  bank.    I  never  went  np  on  the  hilly  route,  but  it  is 
much  longer  than  the  bottom-road. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  How  far  are  the  hills  from  the  river  f— A.  When  you  get  np  to  Edinburgh  the 
hills  come  close  to  the  bank.  Below  Edinburgh,  on  our  side,  the  bottom  b^mes 
wider  and  wider,  so  that  down  near  the  mouth  of  the^  river  the  bottom-lands  are 
twenty  or  fifty  miles  wide  and  the  river  mns  off  in  a  false  river.  The  whole  of  that 
lower  valley  is  irrigable  and  could  be  made  a  perfect  garden  if  the  river  were  dammed 
pretty  well  up,  and  property  and  life  safe. 

Q.  Yon  would  have  only  one  State  to  get  the  consent  of  to  cross — the  State  of  Ta- 
maulipas  f — ^A.  I  do  not  think  that  the  people  of  that  State,  so  long  as  they  get  sup- 
plies so  readily  from  our  side  without  paying  for  them,  would  consent  to  any  interfer- 
ence with  their  beef-market. 

Q.  They  would  not  consent  to  your  crossing  troops  there  T — ^A.  No,  sir  ;  bat  so  far 
as  I  am  concerned,  I  would  not  ask  their  consent  to  recover  our  own  property  and  to 
protect  the  country  from  marauders. 

By  Mr.  Banks  : 

Q.  Would  it  not  be  apt  to  lead  us  into  difficulties  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  there 
is  the  slightest  danger  of  its  leading  us  into  difficulties.  I  think  we  can  make  such 
an  arrangement  with  the  governor  of  Coahuila,  the  State  north  of  where  the  raids  are 
committed.  I  directed  the  post-commander  at  Eagle  Pass  to  write  to  the  commandant 
on  the  opposite  side  to  ascertain  if  he  has  any  objection  to  our  troops  crossing  in  pur- 
suit of  wild  Indian  marauders,  and  the  reply  was  that  he  would  refer  my  letter  to  the 
governor,  he  himself  having  no  authority.  He  did  not  say  that  he  would  refer  it  to 
the  national  government,  but  to  the  governor  of  the  State. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  I  understand  you  to  state  that  there  is  pleasant  interconrse  on  the  Upper  Bio 
Grande  and  the  reverse  on  the  Lower  Rio  Grande  f — A.  Yes.  In  the  lower  country 
men  seem  to  cultivate  and  foment  all  the  hostility  that  they  can  against  *^  los  Yankees,'' 
with  a  view  to  maintaining  themselves  in  the  good  will  of  the  people.    Cortina's 

? reclamation  to  the  rancheros  there  is  filled  with  vituperation  and  abuse  of  **  los 
ankees,''  and  accusations  against  his  enemies  of  co-operating  with  them  to  destroy 
him. 

By  Mr.  Williams  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  comparative  price  of  beef  at  the  ranches  on  our 
side  in  Texas  and  on  the  Mexican  side  ? — A.  I  was  told  when  I  was  at  Brownsville  and 
Matamoros  that  as  a  usual  thing  beef  on  the  other  side  was  much  lower  than  on  our 
side,  especially  after  raids:  but  at  the  time  I  was  there  Cortina  had  been  just  arrested 
and  the  supply  of  beef  had  been  cut  off,  so  that  beef  had  gone  np  there,  and  was  very 
high,  and  bides  were  very  scarce. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  I  believe  they  raise  very  few  cattle  on  the  other  side  f — A.  I  did  not  see  any  in 
my  travels  in  that  neighborhood,  except  here  and  there  a  cow  or  two,  but  particularly 
goats  and  a  few  sheep. 

By  Mr.  Wiluams  > 

Q.  Is  there  no  beef  purchased  on  our  side  to  be  taken  over  there  ? — A.  I  made  an 
inquiry  as  to  that,  and  I  heard  of  only  one  case  where  any  purchase  was  made  on  this 
side,  and  that  was  a  small  flock  of  sheep  that  had  been  purchased,  but  no  cattle. 

Q.  How  do  you  account  for  that  f — A.  The  river  is  so  easily  forded  that  they  help 
themselves  to  cattle. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  You  think  that  those  who  want  cattle  buy  them  cheaper  from  the  raiders  than 
they  can  from  the  owners? — A.  Yes,  sir;  to  have  a  proper  understanding  of  this 
whole  subject.  I  think  that  one  should  travel  in  that  part  of  Mexico.  It  is  not  looked 
-upon  by  the  '^gente"  (genteel)  of  Mexico  as  unbecoming  a  gentleman  to  take  to  the 
road  and  rob,  in  many  parts  of  the  country.  I  have  heard  of  a  man  who  had  been 
tnrned  cut  of  office  apologize  for  those  becoming  robbers  by  saving,  *'What  else  is  a 
gentleman  to  dot"  The  existing  authorities,  *' juaristas,"  had  thrown  him  out  of 
office,  and  he  seemed  to  think  that  he  had  no  resource  but  to  take  to  the  road  and  kill 
and  rob.  From  what  I  could  learn,  robbers  are  found  in  almost  every  town  and  vil- 
lage in  certain  districts,  and  so  long  as  they  confine  their  depredations  to  a  district  at 
a  distance,  the  people  of  the  neighborhood  do  not  interfere  with  them. 

Q.  The  only  thing  that  degrades  a  gentleman  is  to  work  ? — A.  I  believe  that  that  in 
some  parts  of  Mexico  is  the  prevailing  idea.  It  is  so  in  some  of  the  sonthern  parts, 
but  in  the  northern  parts  of  Mexico  the  population  is  really  an  enterprising,  indus- 
trious, useful  one ;  much  better  than  the  population  in  the  tierras  calientes. 
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By  Mr.  Banks  : 

Q.  Is  there  no  other  possible  way  of  protecting  this  line  without  assaming  the  respon- 
sibility of  crossing  the  river  T — A.  There  is  no  other  possible  way  of  doing  it.  I  have  de- 
scribed the  character  of  the  country.  It  is  almost  impossible  to  interfere  with  these  raid- 
ing parties  by  getting  in  front  of  them,  as  they  have  the  advantage  of  abont  fonr  or  five 
hundred  miles  of  river  to  cross,  and  they  can  get  information  of  the  position  of  our 
troops  a  few  hours  before  they  ^' drive  ^*  the  cattle  across.  The  only  way  is  to  get  in 
their  rear,  follow  them  rapidly  and  probably  strike  them  at  the  river,  which,  as  I  have 
stated,  is  very  difficult. 

By  Mr.  Williams  : 

Q.  Do  they  not  often  come  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  after  these  cattle  ? — A.  I  am 
told  they  rob  from  the  ranches  along  the  Nueces,  and  that  is  from  one  hundred  and 
twenty  miles  to  one  hundred  and  sixty  miles  from  the  Rio  Grande.  I  am  told  that  they 
drive  the  cattle  fifEy  to  sixty  miles  a  day  at  the  fall  run.  Then  they  hide  them  for  a 
short  time,  perhaps,  to  rest,  but  as  a  rule  they  go  clear  to  the  river  in  a  single  drive 
without  holding  in  at  all.  At  intervals  along  the  river  are  fences,  broad  at  the  upper 
«nd  and  running  to  a  point  where  the  crossing  is  good.  These  fences  were  put  there 
on  purpose  to  facilitate  the  driving  of. the  cattle  across. 

Q.  How  would  it  be  if  they  were  removed  f — A.  We  cannot  remove  them.  If  they 
were  removed,  it  would  probably  interfere  with  the  crossing  in  that  particular  point, 
but  they  are  temporary  fences,  and  are  put  up  in  a  short  time.  If  the  man  who  puts 
them  up  does  not  own  the  land,  probably  it  is  owned  by  a  cousin  or  oompadre,  and  if 
we  undertook  to  remove  them  they  would  have  us  up  before  the  courts  for  interfering 
with  their  property. 

By  Mr.  Williams  : 

Q.  You  do  not  think  that  the  establishment  of  small  posts  with  patrols  between  them 
could  stop  these  raids  f — A.  If  we  could  put  a  small  post  at  every  two  or  three  miles, 
and  could  snbsist  about  10,000  troops  along  the  river-bottom,  we  possibly  might  suc- 
ceed in  stopping  a  large  number  of  them. 

Q.  Is  it  500  miles  by  the  river  t-o  Luredo  ? — A.  I  believe  it  is  more  than  500  miles. 
I  believe  it  is  400  miles  from  the  month  of  the  river  up  to  Ringgold  Barracks.  But 
for  every  three  miles  of  the  river  there  is  abont  one  mile  of  straight  line.  Some  of 
these  bends  in  the  lower  river  are  several  miles  deep. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Q.  You  would  not  require  to  have  stations  all  around  the  bends  f — A.  No ;  but  the 
trouble  is  that  the  country  is  a  dense  chaparral,  composed  of  materials  that  it  is  very 
difficult  to  get  through  except  in  paths.  The  mesquit-tree  grows  there  to  fifty  or  sixty 
feet  in  height,  and  two  or  three  in  diameter^  and  there  is  a  dense  undergrowth  just  as 
you  find  it  in  a  tropical  country. 

By  Mr.  Williams  : 

Q.  What  is  your  estimate  of  the  force  required  from  the  mouth  of  the  river  up  to  the 
point  where  these  crossings  are,  say  as  far  as  Laredo  ? — A.  My  estimate  is  based  entirely 
on  the  probability  that  we  should  be  authorized  to  cross  the  troops  whenever  it  is  ab- 
solutely necessary  to  recovering  the  stolen  property,  and  when  troops  get  on  the  trail 
with  a  prospect  of  overtaking  them.  I  think  that  two  regiments  of  cavalry  on  the 
lower  river  would  give  me  an  available  force  to  concentrate  at  the  point  where  the 
crossing  is  made,  and  to  protect  any  party  that  might  have  to  cross. 

Q.  Where  is  this  other  half  regiment  of  colored  cavalry  now  ? — ^A.  It  is  on  its  wa^  to 
New  Mexico.  One  of  my  regiments  is  exchanging  with  a  regiment  from  New  Mexico; 
the  colored  cavalry  coming  north  and  the  white  cavalry  going  south. 

By  the  Cuairmak  : 

Q.  How  many  troops  have  yon  there  now  f — A.  In  the  department  I  have  about 
3,000  troops.  I. have  twenty-four  companies  of  cavalry  and  thirty-seven  companies  of 
infantry.  The  companies  of  colored  troops,  especially  the  infantry,  are  very  small. 
Of  the  whole  sixty-one  companies  I  have  only  about  1,700  men  actually  present  for 
outside  duty ;  that  does  not  include  men  on  extra  duty,  such  as  opening  roads  through 
the  wilderness,  and  building  telegraph-lines  and  posts,  <&c. 

Q.  The  statement  of  troops  under  your  command  means  all  the  troops  in  your  de- 
partment f — A.  Yes ;  about  three  thousand  men  are  all  the  troops  in  my  department, 
including  those  on  the  Indian  frontier.  The  troops  on  the  Lower  Rio  Grande  now  con- 
stitute six  companies  of  cavalry  and  seven  companies  of  infantry,  but  some  of  the  com- 
panies do  not  average  more  than  ten  or  twelve  men  for  duty. 

Q.  And  you  have  no  troops  in  your  department  available  that  yon  can  send  to  the 
Rio  Qrande  f — A.  If  I  should  take  the  troops  from  the  northern  part  of  the  department 
and  send  them  to  the  southern  part  it  would  interfere  with  my  operations  against  the 
Indians. 
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Q.  So  that  all  the  force  available  from  yoar  department  is  now  on  the  Rio  Grande  f— 
A.  All  the  force  available  withont  interfering  with  the  proper  protection  of  the  north, 
northwest,  and  western  parts  of  the  State.  The  Indians  that  trouble  ns  in  the  north- 
em  part  of  Coahnila  are  the  Apaches,  Kickapoos,  and  several  other  bands. 

Q.  What  is  the  actual  force  on  the  Lower  Rio  Grande  where  these  raids  take  placet 
— ^A.  I  do  not  think  we  have  more  than  fonr  hundred  men  tor  duty ;  six  companies  of 
calvary  and  seven  oompanies  of  colored  infantry. 

Q.  How  many  of  these  fonr  hundred  men  are  cavalry? — A.  Over  three  bnndred,  I 
think,  are  cavalry.  The  six  companies  of  cavalry  are  much  lai^er  for  duty  than  the 
seven  companies  of  infantry.  The  white  cavalry  has  recently  gone  there  to  relieve  the 
colored  troops. 

Q.  I  suppose  that  only  cavalry  is  available  for  aotive  purposes  ? — A.  The  cavalry  is 
much  more  rapidly  concentrated  at  any  point  on  the  river  than  infantry  would  be. 
This  sort  of  service  requires  cavalry,  for  these  men  are  all  mounted,  and  to  send  in- 
fantry after  them  would  be  like  sending  the  tortoise  to  catch  the  deer. 

By  Mr.  Williams  : 

Q.  Some  infantry  might  b^  used  there  f — A.  Yes ;  to  occupy  posts,  &c.  It  would  be 
scarcely  proper  to  make  permanent  posts  along  the  river-bank  becaase  the  river 
changes  so  rapidly,  and  the  crossings  change  so  that  one  freshet  will  destroy  a  tolerably 

good  crossing  by  making  the  banks  perpendicular  and  the  river  deep.  The  posts  at 
aredo  and  Brownsville  are  permanent  posts  because  they  are  in  the  vicinity  of  towns, 
and  there  are  good  roads  leading  to  them.  I  think  there  are  two  or  three  points  along 
the  river  at  which  temporary  barracks  should  be  constructed,  for  sometimes  the 
weather  is  rainy  and  cold,  and  unless  the  troops  have  shelter  in  hot  weather  and  pro- 
tection in  rainy  weather  they  are  very  apt  to  have  a  good  deal  of  sickness. 

Q.  Would  it  not  be  feasiole  to  have  temporary  po8t«  at  such  distances  as  to  keep 
patrols  between  them  f — A.  That  would  be  my  object  in  having  these  temporary  posts 
at  three  or  four  points  along  the  river,  and  then,  if  a  raiding  party  were  found  to  be  on 
our  side  and  we  could  get  on  the  trail  and  find  out  where  It  crossed,  and  if  the  pros- 
pect of  recovering  the  cattle  was  good,  we  could  have  troops  collected  immediately  at 
that  point  from  the  neighboring  stations  and  have  them  cross  as  rapidly  as  possible 
and  in  suflScient  force  to  maintain  themselves  and  to  cover  the  recrossing. 

The  judges  of  the  courts  there  have  informed  me  that  on  account  of  the  facility  with 
which  these  people  can  obtain  evidence  through  alibi,  dLC.,'and  on  account  of  the  fears 
entertained  by  the  native  population  in  case  they  ^ive  any  evidence  against  these  raid- 
ers, it  is  next  to  impossible  to  convict  any  criminals  brought  before  them  for  cattle- 
stealing,  and  to  have  been  actually  engaged  in  it.  Those  who  can  give  evidence  are 
afraid  to  give  it,  and  those  who  are  in  collusion  with  them  are  ready  to  testify  to  their 
innocence,  so  that,  really,  civil  law  is  inoperative  against  them. 

Correct. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 
Brigadier  and  Brevet  Major  General f  United  States  Army, 


A. 

/  Headquarters  Department  of  Texas, 

San  AnioniOf  Tex.,  September  10,  1675. 
To  the  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Military  Divieian  of  the  Missouri,  Chicago,  TIL: 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  since  I  took  command  of  this  department,  in 
April  last,  the  troops  stationed  therein  have  been  kept  busy  scouting,  building  tele- 
graph-lines and  keeping  posto  in  repair,  and  attending  to  other  legitimate  duties; 
weekly  target-practice  has  been  held  at  every  poet,  ana  has  resulted  in  fair  progress 
where  post  and  ootaapany  commanders  have  taken  proper  interest  in  that  all-important 
branch  of  a  soldier's  education. 

The  changes  of  station  of  the  troops  which  have  occurred  are  shown  in  abstract 
^'A,''  which  acoompaniee  this  report,  and  the  number  and  character  of  sconts  in  ab- 
stract "  B." 

A  campaign  against  predatory  Indians  is  now  being  vigorously  prosecuted  by  a  ool- 
nmn  composed  of  six  oompanies  of  the  Tenth  Cavalry,  two  oompanies  of  the  Twenty- 
fourth  Infantry,  and  one  company  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Infantry,  the  whole  under  com- 
mand of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Shafter,  Twenty-fourth  Infantry.  The  Indians  against 
whom  Colonel  Shafter  is  operating  probably  came  from  Mexico,  and,  after  depredating 
on  the  settlements  of  Northwestern  Texas,  have  retreated  to  the  edge  of,  and  into,  the 
*'  staked  plains.''  So  far  his  parties  have  been  successful  only  in  destroying  one  Indian 
camp  and  material,  and  capturing  a  portion  of  the  stolen  animals  in  their  possession. 
He  will  remain  in  the  field  as  long  as  there  is  a  chance  of  finding  Indians. 
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The  most  important  border  difflcalties,  however,  from  which  the  wentern  portion  of 
this  department  suffers,  oocnr  on  the  Lower  Rio  Grande,  where  some  of  the  most  prom- 
inent officers  and  wealthy  merchants  of  that  part  of  Mexico  have  for  some  time  been 
regularly  engaged  in  the  business  of  fitting  out  parties  to  plunder  the  stock-ranches 
on  this  side  of  the  river,  where,  as  was  to  be  expected  from  the  Americans,  there  was 
a  disposition  not  to  submit  to  be  plundered.  Citizens  who  appeared  or  gave  informa- 
tion against  the  raiders  were  murdered.  Shortly  after  I  took  command  of  the  depart- 
ment, I  received  reports  of  the  murder,  in  open  daylight,  of  several  prominent  citizens 
<oneof  them  a  United  States  collector,  another  a  Uaiced  States  postmaster)  and  the 
robbing  of  their  premises ;  also  of  an  attack  upon  and  the  killing  of  two  of  a  patrol  of  sol- 
diers ;  all  done  b^  some  of  the  armed  bands  of  Mexicans  who,  it  was  reported,  were 
tiontinually  running  large  herd^  of  •American  stock  across  into  Mexico,  to  such  a  de- 
|;ree  were  the  few  American  inhabitants  of  the  counties  bordering  on  Mexico  intim- 
idated by  the  frequent  murders  and  threats  against  Americans  generally,  b^  these  raid- 
ers and  their  friends  and  alii  iS  among  the  large  population  of  vagrant  Mexicans  on  our 
side  of  the  river,  that  they,  with  the  exception  of  one  family,  left  the  country  and  fled 
to  the  towns.  Throughout  the  valley  of  the  Rio  Grande,  from  the  mouth  for  a  dis- 
tance of  two  hundred  miles  up  the  river,  and  for  a  hundred  and  forty  miles  back  from 
it,  crops  and  herds  have  been  abandoned ;  people  dared  not  travel  except  in  armed 
parties;  civil  law  outside  of  the  towns  was  suspended,  and  sheriffs  and  Judges  re- 
ported to  me  that  it  was  unsafe  to  attempt  to  execute  processes  of  law  outside  of  the 
towns,  unless  the  officers  of  the  law  were  accompanied  by  soldiers  to  protect  them. 
Under  these  circumstances,  the  governor  of  the  State  applied  through  me,  and  di- 
rectly, for  a  sufficient  United  States  military  force  to  protect  the  frontier,  stating  his 
inability  to  do  so  with  the  means  at  his  disposal.  I  was  directed  to  inform  him  that 
it  is  "  the  duty  of  the  troops  on  the  Rio  Grande  frontier  to  protect  all  the  officers  of 
the  general  government,  and,  as  far  as  possible,  aid  the  State  authorities  in  protecting 
the  people  against  organized  bands  of  marauders  from  any  quarter,''  which  I  did ;  at 
the  same  time  I  called  attention  to  the  grave  character  of  the  invasion,  and  the  im- 
portance of  prompt  and  decisive  measures  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

The  State  had  but  one  small,  though  active,  company  of  cavalry  on  that  frontier,  and 
the  United  States  but  five,  quite  small,  companies  of  the  Ninth  Cavalry  scattered  along 
the  fiver  a  distance  of  about  two  hundred  miles.  The  valley  of  the  river  for  this  dis- 
tance is  almost  a  jungle — twenty  or  thirty  miles  wide— with  winding  paths  and  roads 
cut  through  at  intervals.  The  soil  is  a  rich  alluvium,  and,  even  with  the  rude  culti- 
vation practiced  by  the  Mexicans,  produces  a  lar^e  yield  of  corn,  cotton,  and  sugar- 
cane. A  large  number  of  small  ranches  and  Mexican  huts  or  ^'jacals^'  are  scattered 
along,  generally  near  the  river.  The  population  of  these  is  entirely  Mexican  ;  their 
occupation  appears  to  a  traveler  along  the  road  to  be  principally  soreening  themselves 
from  the  sun  in  hot  weather  and  riding  from  ranch  to  ranch.  At  nearly  all  the  ranches 
visited  by  me  I  remarked  a  surplus  of  armed  men,  and  that  horses  were  kept  saddled. 
The  Americans  say  that  it  is  impossible  to  discover  who  are  hostile  and  engaged  in  raid- 
ing, for  the  population  is  changing  all  the  time,  and  Mexicans  from  the  west  bank  claim 
-a  residence  on  either,  to  suit  tneir  convenience,  and  claim  immunity  as  American  citi- 
zens from  any  interference  by  the  military  without  due  process  of  law.  This  claim  they 
can  establish  by  the  easy  process  of  swearing  to  whatever  is  necessary,  so  that  a  dozen 
or  more  can  assemble  at  a  ranch  in  the  United  States,  from  Mexico  or  elsewhere,  and 
defy  interference. 

In  short,  this  valley  is  the  only  part  of  Texas  where  the  Mexicans  have  continued  in 
po^S38sion  since  the  treaty  of  Guiulalupe,  and  whenever  Mexican  troops,  recruited, 

Serhaps,  from  the  prisons,  or  composed  largely  of  criminals,  have  been  sent  to  the 
lio  Grande  border,  they  have  deserted  almost  en  t/m^^e,  taking  refuge  on  the  east  bank 
of  the  river,  where  they  join  the  rogues  who  infest  that  country,  and  live  upon  either 
bank,  as  it  may  suit  their  convenience. 

The  honest  Mexicans  who  own  ranches  on  our  side,  and  have  some  few  cattle  and 
horses  left,  are  more  in  dread  of  the  arrival  of  Mexican  troops  on  the  border  than  any 
one  else.  The  river  is  no  obstacle  to  the  raiders,  for,  since  the  treaty  made  its  channel 
•  the  lioe  between  the  two  countries,  frequent  changes  have  occurred,  and  points  of  land 
have  been  cut  off,  and  now  several  pieces  of  Mexico  are  found  on  this  side  of  the  river. 
These  are  used  as  places  of  rendezvous  for  the  larger  raiding-parties,  who  can  cross  at 
their  leisure  and  quietly  assemble  in  that  part  of  Mexico,  and,  after  a  reconnaissance, 
suddenly  appear  at  some  unprotected  ranch,  perhaps  a  hundred  miles  from  the  river, 
kill  any  who  resist,  cut  out  as  many  cattle  as  they  need,  and  run  them  to  the  river, 
where  tame  oxen  from  the  Mexican  side  are  kept  tied  and  without  water  ;  these,  being 
loosed,  go  for  the  river  and  home,  leading  the  herd  of  stolen  cattle  rapidly  across, 
where  no  United  States  authority  has  so  far  dared  to  follow,  and  where  the  people  turn 
out  to  welcome  the  successful  despoilers  of  *'  los  Americanos.'' 

Early  in  last  June,  after  I  had,  as  above  stated,  drawn  the  attention  of  the  govern- 
ment to  the  grave  character  of  these  frequent  violations  of  our  soil,  and  the  Presidi^nt 
had  directed  a  small  naval  force,  with  light-draught  launches,  to  proceed  to  the  mouth 
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of  the  Rio  Grande,  AdjiitaDt-6<*neral  Steele,  of  this  State,  was  sent  to  the  Rio  Grande 
to  investigate  the  alleged  invasion  of  that  border.  At  his  and  my  request,  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Dwyer,  of  this  place,  accompanied  him  as  interpreter,  &c.  On  his  return,  to  sundry 
queries  of  mine,  Mr.  Dwyer  answered  as  follows : 

"  San  Antonio,  July  5, 1875. 
"General  E.  O.  C.  Ord,  U.  S,  Army, 

Commanding  Departinent  of  Texas : 

"General:  In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  have  the  honor  to  reply  to  your 
inquiries,  in  reference  to  affairs  on  the  Rio  Grande  frontier,  seriatim  : 

"  Ist.  *  Have  you  any  reason  for  believing  that  General  Cortina  is  still  in  the  Mexi- 
can service?' 

"This  question  is  settled,  as  General  Cortina  has  been  sent  under  arrest  to  the  city 
of  Mexico  *  for  disobedience  of  orders.^  I  was  informed  in  Matamoros,  Mexico,  that  Cortina 
was  a  brigadier-general  in  the  Mexican  army,  but,  as  he  was  not  in  active  service,  was 
receiving  naif-pay. 

^'  2d.  '  Has  he,  as  far  as  yon  could  learn,  been  selling  cattle,  beef,  &c.,  to'parties  sup- 
plying the  Spauish  Government  f ' 

•'  Di  ring  my  visit  at  Brownsville,  Tex.,  I  met  SeHor  Yaguno  (or  Llayuno),  a  Spaniard, 
a  trader  whom  I  had  known  for  fifteen  years.  Selior  Yaguno  told  me  he  had  come  to 
Texas  to  buy  cattle  to  take  to  Havana,  Cuba.  SeRor  Yaguno  said  to  me,  viz :  '  I  went 
some  fifty  miles  into  Texas,  with  intention  of  purchasing  beeves  from  some  ot  the  big 
cattle-men  of  Texas,  but  I  found  out  I  could  do  bett«r  in  Matamoros*  Mexico,  and  I 
returned  there  and  bought  the  cattle  I  desired  from  *Cheno,^^  I  asked  who  ^Cheno^  was. 
He  replied  :  *  Cheno  Cortinaj  Juan  Nepomuceno  Cortina.' 

"Senor  Yaguno  told  me  ho  had  contracted  with  Cortina  for  three  thousand  five 
hundred  htad  of  cattle,  to  consist  of  two  thousand  beeves  and  one  tliousaud  five 
hundred  mixed  cattle ;  that  he  was  to  pay  eleven  dollars  per  head,  delivered  at  Bagdad, 
Mexico. 

^'  Sefior  Yaguno  told  me  the  steamer  was  then  at  the  'Boca  del  Rio/  waiting  for  the 
first  cargo  of  cattle.    The  name  of  the  steamer,  I  believe,  was  *  Irene  y  Nine.' 

"3d.  'Did  you  learn  how  he  furnished  the  cattle,  and  whose  they  were?' 

"More  than  two-thirds,  if  not  all,  the  cattle  furnished  were  '  Texas  cattle,^  Cortina 
made  the  first  delivery  of  cattle  at  Bagdad,  Mexico.  Sergeant  Hall,  of  Capt.  L.  H. 
McNally's  company.  State  troops,  an  intelligent  and  trustworthy  man,  was  sent,  dis- 
gnised,  to  inspect  the  cattle  at  Bagdad  and  on  the  lighters  that  were  loading  the 
steamer.  He  reported  that  most  of  the  cattle  shipped  had  American  brands — branded 
with  Capt.  R.  King's,  of  Santa  Gertrude's,  Nueces  County ;  Captain  Kennedy's,  Judge 
Parker's,  and  other  brands  of  citizens  of  Texas. 

"4th.  'Were  any  of  his  empIoyiSs  killed  while  driving  cattle  across,  recently,  to 
Mexico  :  if  so,  how  many,  &c.,  and  who  ? ' 

"I  believe  all  the  men  killed  by  McNally's  company  of  rangers,  on  the  12th  day  of 
Jane,  A.  D.  1875,  were  employes  of  General  Cortina. 

"An  inspector  of  customs  of  the  port  of  Brownsville  was  aboard  the  lighter  while 
taking  cattle  on  the  Mexican  bank  of  Rio  Bravo,  and  he  made  an  affidavit  (which  I 
believe  is  in  the  hands  of  Adjutant-General  William  Steele,  at  Austin,  Tex.)  to  the 
effect  that  he  sate  General  Cortina  superintend,  in  person,  the  delivery  of  cattle  at  Bagdad, 
Mexico,  and  thati  he  recognized  one  Pancho  Lopez,  one  Guadalupe  Espinosa,  and  Jos^ 
Maria  Olguin,  alias  Abuja,  who  were  with  Cortina  at  the  time. 

"The  dead  bodies  of  Pancho  Lopez,  Guadalupe  Espinosa,  and  others  were  recognized 
among  thote  killed  by  Captain  McNally's  company,  and  it  was  well  known  that  Olguin^ 
alias  Abuja,  arrived  at  Matamoros  severely  wounded,  he  being  the  only  one  of  the  cat- 
tle-thieves who  escaped. 

"  These  raiders  were  taking  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  head  of  fine  beeves  to  make 
np  the  boat-load  for  Havana. 

"  5th.  '  How  many  of  the  lower  or  more  desperate  Mexicans  could  Cortina  master  to 
aid  him  in  a  raid ;  and  did  you  learn  if  a  large  party  crossed  recently,  intending  to 
attack  towns  or  villages  ?    If  so,  why  did  the  attack  fail,  &c.  ?' 

"  From  all  I  could  ascertain,  Cortina  could  easily  raise  at  least  two  thousand  well- 
armed  mej 

"The  raiders  that  depredated  on  the  Nueces  River  came  from  the  Republic  of  Mex- 
ico.   This  is  not  even  denied  by  Mexican  citizens  in  Matamoros  and  Camargo,  Mexico. 

"It  was  a  positive  invasion  of  Texas.  The  raid  was  to  have  been  more  extensive, 
as  a  great  many  more  raiders  thau  those  who  eventually  came  to  the  Nueces  River 
crossed  the  Rio  Grande  River  and  met  at  a  rendezvous  in  the  interior  of  Texas  ;  but^ 
luckily,  in  consequence  of  a  disagreement  among  themselves  as  to  who  should  assume 
command  of  the  expedition,  the  party  broke  up,  and  most  of  the  raiders  returned  to 
Mexico ;  but  one  of  the  chiefs  got  a  party  to  follow  him,  and  made  the  successful  raid, 
having,  within  five  miles  of  Corpus  Christi,  stolen  money,  watches,  clothing,  goods,, 
arms,  and  horses,  and  totally  destroyed  by  fire  the  store  of  Mr.  Noakes. 
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"  Mr.  Noakes  wounded  one  of  the  raiders  named  Godina,  who  was  hang  at  Corpns 
Christi.    The  raiders  wounded  a  citizen  named  Smith  at  Noakes's  store. 

"  I  was  informed  by  a  Mexican  gentleman,  a  lawyer  and  a  man  of  standing  in  Mata- 
raoros,  Mexico,  that  he  knew  that  Cortina  had  organized  and  encouraged  the  raid  into 
Texas.  Eight  of  the  raiders,  on  their  return  from  Texas  with  their  booty,  were  arrested 
in  Camargo  and  Mier,  Mexico.  Every  one  of  them  was  mounted  on  horses  bearing 
Am'erican  brands,  as  reported  by  Mr.  Avery,  the  United  States  commercial  agent  at 
Camargo,  Mexico. 

"The  raiders,  from  all^  accounts,  came  principally  from  Las  Cuevas,  Reynosa,  La 
Bolsa,  and  Matamoro9,  Mexico. 

''  In  conclusion,  I  would  say  thai  I  gathered  the  above  information  during  a  tour  of 
inspection  and  observation,  in  conjunction  with  General  William  Steele,  the  adjutant- 
general  of  Texas,  under  official  instructions  of  his  excellency  Gjvernor  Coke. 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

•*  JOSEPH  E.  DWYER." 

Mr.  Dwyer  is  one  of  the  most  reliable  men  in  this  city,  and  was  nrged  by  me  to  go 
with  General  Steele  because  he  was  friendly  disposed  toward  Mexican  citizens  gen- 
erally, and  had  expressed  the  belief  that  the  reports  of  raiding  were  much  exaggerated, 
and  thought  the  Americans  as  much  to  blame  as  the  Mexicans. 

I  have  learned  from  a  gentleman  of  reliability  that  the  present  commander  of  the 
custom-house  guards,  at  Mier,  Mexico,  is  a  notorious  bandit,  and  led  the  party  that 
murdered  Mr.  Lovell  in  May  last  and  plundered  the  United  States  custom-house  at 
Carizo.  I  have  received  letters  from,  or  conversed  with,  nearly  every  United  States 
and  State  official  from  Brownsville  to  Rio  Grande  City,  and,  without  exception,  they 
corroborate  the  statements  which  I  have  given.  The  Catholic  bishop  of  that  district, 
who  has  visited,  I  suppose,  every  ranch  from  the  Brazos  to  Mier,  and  who  doubtless  has 
the  interest  of  the  native  Mexicans  at  heart,  and  at  one  time  thought  the  Americans  to 
blame,  assured  me  that,  in  his  opinion,  there  would  be  no  peace  in  that  country  for  our 
citizens  until  the  Sierre  Madre  should  be  made  the  boundary-line. 

I  believe  the  United  States  is  able  to  preserve  the  integrity  of,  and  enforce  a  proper 
regard  for,  its  own  soil  without  extending  its  limits. 

The  arrest  of  Cortina  by  the  Mexican  Government,  due  to  the  order  of  the  President 
sending  a  naval  force  to  the  Lower  Rio  Grande,  could  easily  have  been  followed  up  by 
an  attack  upon,  and  breaking  up  of,  the  nests  of  robbers  at  Las  Cuevas,  Guerrero,  and 
other  points  well  known  to  the  Mexican  authorities. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  circumstances  of  the  plunder  of  the  stock-ranches  on  the  Rio 
Grande  are  almost  identical  with  the  piracies  committed  on  our  commerce  at  one  time 
by  the  Algerines,  who  fled  in  safety  to  their  own  ports  with  their  prizes.  There  the 
offenses  were  committed  on  the  open  sea ;  here  they  are  committed  with  the  same  ease 
on  the  open  plain.  In  both  cases  the  pirates  found  a  ready  sale  for  their  captures  in 
the  ports  where  their  expeditions  were  fitted  out,  namely,  Algiers  and  Tripoli,  &c.,  for 
the  Moors ;  Matamoros,  Reynosa,  Camargo,  Mier,  and  Guerrero  for  the  Mexicans.  And 
in  both  cases  the  pirates  were  rewarded  by  promotion  and  honors.  Patrolling  the 
country  along  the  Rio  Grande  with  a  view  of  intercepting  raiders  before  they  can  r^ach 
the  river  with  stolen  herds  in  their  possession,  is  as  if  we  had  tried  to  stop  depreda- 
tions upon  our  commerce  by  the  Barbs  by  scattering  our  cruisers  along  the  north  coast 
of  Africa,  with  the  view  of  intercepting  some  Algerine  pirate  before  he  could  get 
within  three  leagues  of  land  with  his-American  prize.  The  success  of  Captain  McNally, 
of  the  State  troops,  in  striking  the  party  of  Cortina's  men  in  possession  of  a  stolen 
herd  recently,  was  due  to  his  accidentally  capturing  two  straggling  robbers,  who,  by 
the  use  of  the  only  effectual  means  known  in  such  cases,  but  not  legitimate  enough  for 
regulars  to  apply,  were  compelled  to  betray  the  position  and  strength  of  their  band. 

I  have  good  reason  for  believing  that  the  order  from  the  Mexican  Government  for  the 
arrest  of  Cortina  was  due  to  the  order  for  the  movement  of  a  naval  force  to  the  Mexi- 
can border.  As  Cortina  was  not  the  only  leader  of  raiding-bands,  and  the  others  are 
still  at  their  old  business  some  more  effectual  means  must  be  adopted  than  simply 
sending  troops  and  sailors  to  look  on  while  our  people  are  being  despoiled  and  mur- 
dered, for  it  IS  very  evident  that  the  sailors  and  soldiers,  however  willing,  can  do  noth- 
ing if  confined  to  this  side  of  the  river,  and  an  order  to  make  reprisals,  with  the  means 
to  carry  out  the  order,  has  sometimes  resulted  in  indemnity  as  well  as  security. 

Copies  of  quite  a  number  of  affidavits  and  statements,  corroborative  of  what  I  here 
report,  and  received  from  United  States  and  Si  ate  officials,  have  been  forwarded  by 
me,  through  the  proper  channels,  to  the  State  Department.    Originals  of  a  part  of 
these,  numbered  from  one  to  eleven,  are  forwarded  herewith. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 
Brigadier- General^  United  S'ates  Army^ 
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Testimony  of  J,  L,  Hajpies,  United  States  CoUeoior  of  Customs^  at  Brownsville^  Texas. 

(H.  Report  343,  44th  Cong.,  Ist  seas.,  p.  43.) 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  14, 1876. 
J.  L.  Ha YNES  sworn  and  examined : 

Qaestion.  State  yoar  residence  and  official  position,  and  meansof  knowing aboat  affairs 
on  tbe  Rio  Grande. — ^Answer.  I  live  at  Brownsville,  Tex. ;  am  collector  of  the  district 
of  Brazos  de  Santiago,  which  includes  tbe  connties  of  Cameron,  Hidalgo,  and  Star,  of 
which  district  Brownsville  is  the  chief  port ;  have  lived  on  the  Rio  Grande,  off  and  on, 
for  nearly  thirty  years.  I  speak  the  Spanish  languaj^  tolerably,  and  am  pretty  well 
acqnainted  with  the  people  of  ihat  frontier  on  both  sides  of  the  river. 

Q.  What  is  the  zona  libre  of  Mexico  ? — A.  It  is  a  free  zone  extending  along  the  Rio 
Grande  from  its  mouth  to  El  Paso,  I  think,  and  includes  the  territory  between  tbe  Rio 
Grande  and  a  line  drawn  parallel  to  the  river  and  six  leagues,  or  about  fifteen  oi;  six- 
teen miles,  from  it.  It  is  called  the  free  zone,  because  all  merchandise  imported  into 
Mexico  within  this  zone  is  free  of  all  duties,  except  a  slight  municipal  tax  levied  by 
the  cities  or  villages  within  tbe  zone  into  which  they  may  be  imported. 

Q.  What  has  been  the  effect  of  establishing  this  free  zone  ? — A.  Before  its  establish- 
ment, the  trade  of  nearly  all  Northern  Mexico  was  carried  on  in  the  towns  on  this 
side  of  the  Rio  Grande,  but  since  then  this  trade  has  left  onr  towns  and  passed  over  to 
the  Mexican  cities  and  towns  on  the  other  side  of  the  river. 

Q.  Has  not  the  establishment  of  this  free  zone  had  a  considerable  effect  in  bringing 
about  the  present  condition  of  affairs  on  the  Rio  Grande  f — A.  I  think  it  has.  The  es- 
tablishment of  the  free  zone  has  always  been  regarded  by  the  people  of  onr  frontier  as 
a  hostile  measure  on  the  part  of  Mexiso,  and  it  has  naturally  excited  hostility  on  their 
part,  for  it  has  not  only  taken  onr  trade  away,  but  has  established  a  deposit  for  fr«e 
goods  all  along  the  Rio  Grande,  which  are  illicitly  introduced  in  considerable  quanti- 
ties into  this  country,  to  the  detriment  of  onr  own  merchants.  A  good  deal  of  smug- 
gling is  done  to  this  side  in  small  quantities  at  a  time,  bat  which  aggregate  a  large 
amount  annually,  necessitating  a  large  force  of  customs-officers  to  prevent  its  extension. 

Q.  Has  not  the  zona  libre  induced  the  settlement  of  smugglers  and  other  lawless 
characters  on  the  Mexican  side  of  the  river  f — A.  My  experience  is  that  there  is  no 
honest  commerce  in  Mexico,  smuggling  being  the  rule  in  that  country,  and  the  pay- 
ment of  duties  the  exception,  and  toe  smugglers  have  always  been  there  since  I  have 
known  the  country  ;  bnt  the  facilities  to  smuggle  into  the  interior  of  Mexico  from  the 
free  zone  have  been  increased,  for  the  goods  now  have  only  to  pass  an  imaginary  line, 
whereas  formerly  th^y  had  the  impediment  of  the  Rio  Grande  to  cross,  and  this  fact 
may  have  increased  that  class  of  population  on  the  Mexican  frontier.  They  have 
certainly  not  decreased.  Along  the  margin  of  the  river,  on  both  sides,  there  are  num- 
berless ranches,  the  bulk  of  the  population  living  on  the  river-banks,  while  farther 
out  from  the  river  tbe  settlements  or  ranches  are  sparsely  scattered,  so  that  there  was 
formerly  much  greater  risk  in  smuggling  into  Mexico  across  the  river,  in  face  of  the 
population,  than  now  out  of  the  towns  over  an  imaginary  line  with  oqly  distantly 
scattered  ranches,  and  I  should  judge  that  the  illicit  trade  and  traders  have  increased. 

Q.  Have  you  read  the  report  of  the  Mexican  commissioners,  the  Se&or  Yelasco  and 
others,  on  tbe  subject  of  the  Rio  Grande  troubles ;  and,  if  so,  what  is  your  opinion  of 
its  correctness  f — ^A.  I  have  read  the  report,  both  tn  Spanish  and  the  English  transla- 
tion. The  report  is  very  ingenious  and  plausible,  but  it  is  full  of  fallacies  and  mis- 
representations, and  a  careful  review  of  it  has  proved  that  it  is  simply  a  very  able 
piece  of  special  pleading  to  break  the  force  of  the  just  complaints  of  our  people  against 
tbe  long- coo tiuued  system  of  cattle-stealing  and  raiding  that  has  been  carried  on 
against  them  from  Mexico. 

Q.  Will  you  please  point  out  some  of  these  misrepresentations?  (A  translation  ot 
the  report  into  English  was  handed  the  witness.) — A.  It  would  be  impossible  for  me  to 
enter  into  all  the  details  necessary  to  be  considered  to  a  complete  refutation  of  the 
report,  in  tbe  time  allowed  by  the  committee,  and  I  shall  therefore  confine  myself  to 
certain  prominent  facts  and  points  presented  in  the  report,  which  I  propose  tq  do  in 
the  order  of  their  importance : 

Ist.  In  regard  to  General  Juan  N.  Cortina.  The  commissioners  say,  on  page  127  of 
the  report,  that  ^^  these  considerations  (mentioned  by  them)  induced  the  commiHsion 
to  make  a  lengthened  investigation  with  regard  to  General  Cortina,  and  the  influence 
exercised  by  him  upon  both  sides  of  the  Bravo  since  1859.''  And  from  page  137  to  163 
of  the  report  the  commission  enter  upon  a  labored  defense  of  this  notorious  personage, 
including  his  raid  upon  the  city  of  Brownsville  in  18.^9,  and  his  subsequent  career  of 
murder  and  robbery  until  he  became  a  general  in  the  Mexican  army.  On  page  129,  the 
following  paragraphs  appear : 

"  The  commission  has  already  referred  to  the  condition  of  the  Mexicans  in  Texas  sub- 
sequent to  the  treaty  of  Gaudalupo.    Their  lands  were  especially  coveted.    Their  title- 
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deeds  presented  the  same  confusion  as  did  all  the  ffrants  of  land  made  hy  the  Spanish 
Government,  and  this  became  the  fraitfnl  source  of  litigation  by  which  many  families 
were  rained.  The  legislation,  instead  of  being  guided  by  a  spirit  of  equity,  on  the  con- 
trary tended  toward  the  same  end.  Attempts  were  made  to  deprive  the  Mexicans  of 
their  lands ;  the  slightest  occnrrence  was  made  use  of  for  this  purpose,  and  the  sup- 
position is  not  a  remote  one  that  the  cause  of  such  prooedure  may  have  been  a  well- 
settled  political  principle,  leading  as  far  as  possible  to  exclude  from  an  ownership  in 
the  soil  the  Mexicans,  whom  they  regarded  as  enemies  and  an  inferior  race. 

''At  the  commencement  and  during  the  disorganization  which  was  prolonged  after 
the  treaty  of  Guadalupe,  robberies  and  spoliations  of  lands  were  perpetrated  by  parties 
of  armed  Americans.  It  is  not  extraordinary  to  find  some  of  them  whose  only  titles 
consist  in  having  taken  possession  of  and  settled  upon  lands  belonging  to  Mexicans. 
After  these  spoliations  there  came  the  spoliations  in  legal  forms  and  all  the  resources 
of  a  complicated  legislation.'' 

The  commission  here  charge  a  deliberate  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  people  and  the 
legislature  of  Texas  to  rob  the  Mexicans  in  Texas  of  their  lands.  If  true,  it  would  be 
-a  very  grave  charge ;  but  it  is  absolutely  false  as  to  the  legislation  of  the  State.  That 
portion  of* the  State  between  the  Nueces  and  the  Rio  Grande  Rivers  was,  previous  to 
1836,  a  part  of  the  State  of  Tamaulipas,  from  which  State  the  titles  to  the  lands  in 
this  territory  were  issued.  On  the  19th  of  December,  1H.*)6,  Texas  declared  the  Rio 
■Grande  to  be  its  boundary,  bnt  it  was  not  until  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  in 
1848,  that  this  daim  was  finally  made  good.  The  titles  issued  by  Tamaulipas  were  not 
known  to  our  records  nor  to  be  found  among  our  archives,  and  legislation  on  the  sub- 
ject became  necessary.  On  the  8ih  of  February,  1850,  an  act  was  passed  by  the  legis- 
lature of  Texas  authorizing  the  appointment  of  a  board  of  land-commissioners  to  inves- 
tigate these  titles.  ( PaschaVs  Digest  of  Laws  of  Texas,  art.  4440. )  The  board  reported 
a  part  of  their  work,  and  on  September  4,  1850,  an  act  was  passed  to  confirm  the  titles 
in  Webb  County,  including  abont  fifty  leagues,  or  two  hundred  and  twenty-odd  thon- 
sand  acres  of  land.    (Paschal's  Digest,  art.  4459.) 

Upon  a  farther  and  fuller  report  of  the  board,  the  legislature,  by  act  approved  Feb- 
raary  10,  1852,  confirmed  directly,  by  nsme,  to  the  Mexican  grantees  in  Naeces,  Cam- 
eron, Hidalgo,  Starr,  Zapata,  Webb,  and  Kinney  Counties,  abont  two  thousand  leagues, 
or  over  eight  millions  of  acres  of  land.  (Paschal's  Digest,  art.  4461.)  By  act  approved 
February  11, 1858,  the  titles  in  El  Paso  County  wf re  confirmed.  (Pa-chaPs  Digest,  art. 
4466.)  By  act  of  February  11,  1860,  parties  whose  titles  were  not  confirmed  were 
aothorized  to  bring  suit  in  the  district  courts  for  confirmation,  and  under  this  act  over 
two  hundred  leagues,  or  nearly  a  million  of  acres,  were  confirmed  by  decrees  of  the 
courts.  (PaschaPs  Digest,  art.  4481.)  On  the  15th  of  August,  1870,  the  foregoing  act 
was  sabstantially  re-enacted,  with  a  limitation  as  to  time,  and  the  district  court  of 
Travis  County,  under  this  act,  has  confirmed  the  titles  to  nearly  a  million  of  acres  more 
•of  these  titles.  (Paschal's  Digest,  art.  7068.)  Over  ten  millions  of  acres  of  land  have 
thus  been  confirmed  to  grantees  of  titles  issued  by  Tamaulipas.  The  grantees  of  these 
iands  and  their  heirs  now  own  and  occupy  these  lands,  excepting  a  few,  who  have  sold 
their  lands,  and  ooe  reason  of  the  prosperity  of  the  Mexican  towns  on  the  Rio  Grande, 
in  comparison  with  oar  towns,  is  this  fact,  the  Mexicans  receiving  large  incomes  from 
their  lands  and  stock-ranches  in  Texas,  which  they  spend  in  improving  their  own  towns. 
The  recent  constitutional  convention  of  Texas  expressly  recognized  all  these  confirma- 
tions, and  gave  the  owners  five  years'  additional  time  within  which  to  have  their  lands 
aurveyed  and  plotted  on  our  maps,  a  resurvey  being  the  only  condition  imposed  by  the 
various  acts  of  contirmation.  The  supreme  court  of  Texas  has  acted  with  equal  justice 
to  these  parties,  the  titles  issued  by  the  former  governments  having  bi*en  fully  sus- 
tained ;  and  I  cite,  among  many  others,  the  following  decisions :  Hancock  vs.  McKinney, 
7th  Texas;  Titus  V9.  Kimbro, 8th  Texas;  Jenkins  vs.  Chambers, 9th  Texas;  Treviflo  vs. 
Heruandez,  13th  Texas,  and  Cavasos  vs.  Treviflo,  35th  Texas.  The  land  involved  in  the 
<iase  of  TreviQo  ts.  Hernandez  is  situated  in  Cameron  County,  and  the  question  arose  as 
to  certain  acts  of  the  Mexican  authorities  between  December  19, 1836,  and  the  Ameri- 
can occupation  of  the  Rio  Grande  in  1846 ;  and  the  court  held  that  these  authorities 
were  de  facto  in  power,  and  that  their  acts  and  decisions  should  be  respected.  There 
•can  be,  therefore,  no  jnst  complaint  against  the  laws  and  their  execution  in  Texas,  in 
this  regard, on  the  i^art  of  the  Mexicans;  and  the  allegation  of  the  Mexican  commis- 
sion against  our  State  and  people  on  this  subject  is  proven  by  our  laws  and  decisions 
to  be  not  only  deliberately,  but  maliciously  false.  There  may  be  a  few  individual  cases 
in  which  Mexican  land-owners  have  been  defrauded  of  their  lands  by  Americans,  but 
they  must  be  necessarily  rare,  for  the  Mexicans  have  occupied  their  lands  with  stock, 
and  very  few  of  them  desire  to  sell,  and  their  original  titles  being  confirmed  by  Texas, 
there  is  no  litigation  about  them  unless  it  be  between  difi'erent  heirs  of  a  deceased 
^grantee.  After  the  confirmation  of  these  grants,  the  legislature  passed  an  act  by  which 
Any  person  who  might  have  located  a  Texas  land-certificate  upon  any  of  these  older 
titles,  should  have  the  privilege  of  lifting  his  location  and  planting  it  elsewhere  upon 
vacant  domain;  and  under  this  act  the  locators  have  lifted  their  conflicting  locations. 
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and  thus  prevented  litifi^ation.  So  that,  in  fact,  the  laod-titles  of  the  Mcxicaos  l>etweeQ 
the  Nueces  and  the  Rio  Grande  are  in  a  hotter  condition  than  those  in  other  portions 
of  the  State,  thns  pntting  to  shame  the  baseless  allegations  of  the  Mexican  commission 
on  this,  the  most  serious  charge  brought  by  them  against  the  people  of  Texas.  I  know 
all  about  this  question,  for  I  have  been  for  many  years  the  agent  of  a  majority  of  the 
land-owners  of  St-arr,  Zapata,'  Webb,  and  Hidalgo  Counties  in  perfecting  their  titles  and 
procuring  their  patents  under  the  various  laws  of  Texas  confirming  the  same. 

2d.  The  next  most  serious  allegation  of  the  Mexican  commission  is  the  charge  that 
Mexico,  and  not  Texas,  is  the  sufferer  from  the  robberies  on  the  Rio  Grande  frontier, 
and  that  Americans  coming  from  Texas  are  the  originators  and  instigators  of  the  rob- 
bery, and  that  the  people  of  Texas  have  become  utterly  corrupt  and  demoralized,  so- 
cially and  politically.    The  following  paragraphs  from  the  report  are  cited : 

^^Ist.  A  general  rule  may  be  established,  although  admitting  of  several  exceptions, 
that  the  originators  and  instigators  of  robbery  in  Mexico  are  Americans  coming  from 
Texas;  that  the  agents  and  employ^  are  Mexicans,  naturalized  in  the  United  States 
as  residents  of  Texas,  and  nnder  the  jurisdiction  of  that  State,  and  others  residing  in 
Mexico,  or  having  no  fixed  place  of  abode. 

"  2d.  A  no  less  general  rnle  may  be  formed  that  Texas  is  the  place  that  has  received^ 
and  has  always  received,  the  benefit  of  the  robberies  committed  in  Mexico.  There, 
without  the  slightest  scruple,  the  dealers  in  horses  receive  the  stolen  goods,  purchasing 

the  animals  at  reduced  rates.    (Page  33.) 

•  «  «  •  •  .  «  * 

*' Demoralization  is  not  peculiar  to  the  Rio  Bravo  Valley,  and  neither  is  it  a  question 
of  race  or  nationality.  Between  this  river  and  the  Neuces  the  majority  of  the  inhab- 
itants are  of  Mexican  origin,  from  whence  it  necessarily  follows  that  the  generality  of 
robbers  there  must  belong  to  that  race,  but  as  these  practice  cattle-stealing  under  one 
form,  the  American  proprietors  of  the  Nueces  practice  it  under  another.  Extreme  de- 
moralization prevails  in  this  region,  but  by  no  means  greater  than  in  all  the  rest  of 
Texas.    Some  extracts  from  the  newspapers  convince  of  this.    (Page  72.) 

"  This  document  shows  the  grossest  immorality  in  a  considerable  portion  of  the  inhab- 
itants of  Texas.  By  the  newspaper  extracts  we  have  inserted  above,  it  may  be  ob- 
served that  those  crimes  have  been  committed  in  such  counties  where  there  are  no 
Mexican  residents,  and  where  forty  or  fifty  criminals  combine  to  control  whole  cities, 
placing  themselves  above  the  authorities.  Notwithstanding  our  revolution,  the  Mex- 
ican frontier  has  never  arrived  at  such  a  condition,  nor  are  the  crimes  committed  be- 
tween the  Rio  Bravo  and  the  Nueces  attended  with  such  circumstances  as  those  com- 
mitted in  the  remaining  portion  of  Texas.  When  the  moral  condition  of  our  frontier 
is  far  superior  to  that  of  Texas,  it  does  not  seem  proper  that  the  cause  of  the  existing 
criminality  of  the  counties  situated  alongside  of  the  Bravo  should  be  looked  for  on  the 
Mexican  border.  There  are  great  centers  of  corruption  and  unprecedented  immoral- 
ity in  Texas,  and  it  is  more  reasonable  to  suppose  that  its  pernicious  influence  spreads 
to  the  region  of  the  Bravo  and  the  Nueces,  for  the  general  motives  from  which  that 
corruption  had  sprung  would  be  necessarily  felt  there,  and  even  reach  our  border. 
To  look  upon  the  Mexican  border,  which  is  less  vicious,  for  the  cause  of  the  depravity 
prevailing  in  Texas,  is  tantamount  to  reverse  entirely  the  rules  of  nature."  (Page  76.) 

Just  after  the  conclnsion  of  the  Mexican  war  in  1848,  a  very  considerable  trade 
sprang  up  on  the  Rio  Grande  by  horse-traders  coming  there  to  buy  the  cheap  horses  of 
Mexico  for  sale  to  stock-raisers  in  Texas  for  herding  their  stock.    These  parties  gen- 
erally bought  in  open  market,  and  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  they  bought  much  stolen 
stock,  for  it  was  notorious  that  stock  was  stolen  in  Mexico  and  brought  to  this  side  of 
the  river  for  sale  by  the  thieves,  who  were  universally  Mexicans,  for  the  Americans  did 
not  cross  over  the  river  to  steal,  but  a  few  of  them  may,  and  were,  doubtless,  in  collu- 
sion with  the  thieves.    Bat  the  traffic,  taken  as  a  whole,  was  legitimate  and  honest 
trade,  as  the  purchasers  from  the  interior  could  not  speak  Spanish,  and  of  conrse  could 
not  know  whether  the  Mexicans  who  sold  to  them  were  honest  or  dishonest.    At  that 
time  the  country  between  the  Nueces  and  the  Rio  Grande  was  unsettled  ;  but,  upon 
the  confirmation  of  their  land-titles,  the  Mexicans  soon  began  to  reoccnpy  their  landa 
between  the  two  rivers  with  stock,  and  the  horse-trade  with  Mexico  came  to  a  close, 
as  purchasers  from  the  interior  of  Texas  soon  found  a  nearer  market  on  the  Nueces. 
The  most  important  testimony  presented  upon  this  subject  by  the  Mexican  commission 
is  the  evidence  of  Don  Trinidad  Garza  y  Melo  (page  17),  who  was  the  supreme  judge 
of  the  State  of  Nuevo  Leon  in  the  years  1868-'69,  who  gives  the  data  of  three  hundred 
and  eighty-six  criminal  cases  tried  before  him  during  the  years  succeeding  the  close  of 
the  Mexican  war,  of  which  one-third  were  for  horse-stealing,  the  frequency  of  which 
he  attributed  to  the  disorders  growing  out  of  a  common  pasturage,  the  extent  of  the 
country,  and  the  proximity  of  the  Bravo,  to  the  bank  of  which  the  stolen  animala 
could  be  so  easily  and  quickly  transported,  with  the  certainty  of  sale  and  positive  cer- 
tainty of  not  being  pursued  or  molested.    The  Mexican  commission  omitted  to  state 
one  important  fact  in  this  connection,  which  was,  that  of  the  three  hundred  and  eighty- 
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six  cases  tried  before  Judge  Garza  y  Melp,  not  a  single  American  appeared,  ihe  criminals 
being  all  Mexicans;  nor  has  a  single  Americanj  to  my  knowledgej  ever  been  arrested  or  tried 
in  Mexico  for  horse  or  cattle  stealing. 

The  Mexican  commission  carry  the  idea  of  the  corruption  and  demoralization  of  the 
people  of  Texas  through  their  whole  report,  and  it  is  again  and  again  repeated  and  in- 
sisted upon.  In  fact,  the  conclusion  at  which  the  commission  arrives  is  that  the  peo- 
Fle  of  Texas  are  really  divided  into  two  classes,  radical  thieves  and  rebel  cut-throats, 
wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the  evidence  jpresented  by  the  commis- 
sion to  sustain  this  view  of  the  social  condition  of  Texas.  They  quote  the  debates  in 
the  house  of  representatives  (page  106),  in  which  the  Democrats  of  that  body  denounce 
the  State  police  as  '^ruffians''  and  '*  robbers/'  and,  on  the  other  hand,  from  the  mes- 
sages of  the  Republican  governor,  Davis,  tx>  the  legislature  in  regard  to  crime  (page 
74),  and  from  this  testimony,  and  various  extracts  taken  from  partisan  press,  each 
party  charging  the  other  with  criminal  acts  or  intents,  the  commission  arrives  at  the 
conclusion  that  society  in  Texas  is  utterly  demoralized  and  corrupt,  and  that  this  cor- 
ruption *'  has  spread  its  pernicious  iulluence  to  the  regions  of  the  Bravo  and  the  Nue- 
ces,'' and  that  it  has  even  reached  *'  our  (the  Mexican)  border."  I  submit  to  the  com- 
mittee whether  such  evidence  is  sufficient  to  justify  the  conclusions  of  the  Mexican 
commission.  If  so,  the  whole  country  is  in  a  sad  state,  for  by  accepting  what  the  op- 
posing political  parties  allege  against  each  other  as  true,  our  whole  country  would  be 
condemned. 

In  this  connection,  I  call  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the  classification  of  tb& 
witnesses  that  appeared  before  the  commission,  page  8,  who  were  divided  by  the  com- 
mission itself  into  five  classes,  but  really  reducible  to  two;  first,  respectable  persons 
and  those  vouched  for  as  respectable ;  and,  secondly,  condemned  criminals  and  accom- 
plices of  thieves.    The  commission  classifies  them  as  follows  : 

''  1st.  Persons  of  known  respectability,  whose  depositions  required  no  secarity. 

"2d.  Persons  of  veracity ;  but  who,  being  unknown  to  the  commission,  were  required 
to  give  security. 

"3d.  Persons  unknown,  whose  declarations  could  not  be  certified  to,  not  having 
securities. 

"4tb.  Persons  of  bad  faith,  condemned  by  the  tribunals  or  accused  by  public  opinion 
as  accomplices  of  the  cattle-thieves. 

"5th.  Persons  who  were  totally  undeserving  of  credit.'^    (Page  8.) 

With  said  witnesses,  I  submit  that  it  was  not  difficult  to  prove  anything  that  the 
commission  desired ;  and,  in  this  respect,  the  testimony  is  not  inferior  to  the  reliable 
utterances  of  political  partisans  and  newspapers  against  each  other.  By  the  testimony 
of  such  witnesses,  various  parties  are  named  a«  implicated  in  the  robbery  of  stock  from 
Mexico  or  as  originators  and  instigators  of  such  robbery,  whose  names  are  scattered 
through  the  report,  and  it  will  be  seen  by  reference  thereto  that  they  are  nearly  all 
Mexicans,  only  a  few  Americans  being  implicated ;  but  the  names  of  these  are  iterated 
and  reiterated  through  the  whole  report  as  if  this  repetition  would  increase  the  num- 
ber. Some  of  these,  like  Capt.  Richard  King,  of  Nueces  County,  are  men  of  wealth 
and  high  character,  and  I  consider  it  unnecessary  to  notice  the  allegations  against 
them,  for  they  need  no  defense  from  such  testimony  as  that  confessedly  presented  by 
the  commission. 

3d.  I  have  thus  noticed  the  two  gravest  charges  of  the  commission,  and  will  only 
call  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  one  or  two  other  minor  points  of  the  report,  as 
it  would  be  impossible  to  show  all  its  fallacies  without  writing  a  review  as  voluminous 
as  the  report  itself. 

The  commission  assert,  page  47,  that "  Cattle-stealing  in  Texas  has  taken  divers  forms, 
which  will  be  readily  understood  by  consulting  the  laws  of  that  State,  as  said  laws 
constitute  one  of  the  necessary  elements,  in  order  to  thoroughly  understand  the  nature 
of  the  question  relating  thereto;"  and,  after  reciting  the  various  provisions  of  our 
criminal  code  to  punish  theft  of  cattle,  the  commission  concludes  as  follows :  "  So, 
when  the  Confederate  war  broke  out,  cattle-stealing  was  committed  in  Texas  in  all  its- 
forms."  By  such  a  process  of  reasoning  it  might  be  shown  of  Texas,  and  of  all  other  civ- 
ilized States  that  have  laws  to  punish  murder,  arson,  burglary,  and  other  crimes,  that 
these  crimes  were  committed  in  all  their  forms  and  constituted  the  ordinary  occupa- 
tion of  the  people.  "  The  laws  of  Texas,"  says  the  report,  "  afford  very  interesting  data 
in  regard  to  cattle-depredations  committed  there  in  late  years.  From  1850  to  the  pres- 
ent we  notice  an  ever-increasing  demoralization,  which  assumed  colossal  proportions- 
since  the  Confederate  war."  This  is  the  kind  of  evidence  the  committee  present  to 
prove  the  demoralization.  Because  laws  to  suppress  crimes  are  enacted,  the  crimes  are 
assumed  to  be  of  colossal  proportions. 

The  commission  brings  a  long  array  of  complaints  against  the  Confederates  for  acts 
committed  against  Mexico  during  the  war  (pages  198-202),  in  which,  however,  it  is 
admitted  that  a  political  chief  of  Tamaulipas  entered  into  a  kind  of  treaty  with  the^ 
Confederate  authoiities,  the  principal  stipulation  of  which  was  to  prevent  any  invasion 
of  the  Confederacy  from  Mexico,  and  vice  versa.    It  is  a  part  of  the  history  of  the  war  that 
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IX.  Od  May  9,  1874,  a  party  of  twenty-five  to  thirty  armed  Mexicans  appeared  at 
the  ranch  of  Pefiescal,  near  the  line  of  Nueces  and  Cameron  Coanties,  and  not  very  far 
distant  from  the  scene  of  the  preceding  case  (No.  yill)i  where  they  attacked  the  peo- 
ple^  bratally  murdering  John  F.  Morton,  Michael  Morton^  P.  F.  M.  Coakley,  and  Her- 
man Tilgner,  and  robbed  their  store  of  its  contents.  One  of  those  raiders  was  after- 
ward caught,  tried,  and  hang  at  Corpus  ChristL  From  his  confession,  several  parties 
became  known,  and  it  was  established  that  they  were  all  Mexicans  from  Mexico. 

X.  On  the  7th  of  June,  1874,  a  party  of  five  armed  Mexicans  attacked  the  boose  of 
Mr.  Thaddeus  Swift,  of  Refngio  Connty,  and  brutally  murdered  Mr.  Swift  and  his  wife, 
both  of  them  being  cat  to  pieces  and  horribly  mntilated  with  knives,  the  object  being 
robbery.  For  the  terrible  details  of  this  tragedy  we  refer  to  the  annexed  affidavit  of 
Mr.  F.  M.  Swift.  Three  of  the  assassins  were  hunted  down  and  hung  by  the  outraged 
neighbors.  Two  of  them  escaped  to  Mexico.  One  of  these  is  Juan  Juares,  or  Jaan 
Flores,  as  he  called  himself.  This  man  had  claimed  to  be  an  American  citizen,  and 
had  registered  himself  as  a  voter.  He  was  arrested  in  Guerrero,  Mexico,  and  a  demand 
made  &r  his  extradition  under  our  treaty  with  Mexico.  He  confessed  his  j^uilt  with 
cold  assurance,  but  claimed  to  be  a  Mexioan  citizen  and  not  subject  to  rendition.  His 
case  was  transferred  to  the  Mexican  federal  court  at  Matamoros,  wheer,  upon  his  ex- 
amination, he  again  confessed  his  guilt.  We  refer  to  the  copy  of  his  confession,  here- 
with attached,  taken  from  the  record  of  his  case.  He  has  been  finally  delivered  to  oar 
authorities,  not  in  accordance  with  the  treaty,  but  upon  the  payment  of  a  large 
reward  (or  bribe),  paid  in  money  by  the  relatives  and  friends  of  the  murdered  Swift 
family. 

XI.  On  August  2, 1874,  an  attempt  was  made  by  a  party  of  marauders  to  ranrder  Mr. 
Roach,  living  about  thirty-five  miles  from  San  Diego,  in  Duval  County,  and  to  rob  his 
store ;  but,  being  prepared  for  the  danger,  he  made  a  successful  defense. 

XII.  On  November  3, 1874,  the  store  of  Mr.  Oeorge  £.  Blaine  at  the  Los  Olmos  ranch, 
near  the  line  of  Nueces  and  Hidalgo  Counties,  was  robbed  by  a  large  party  of  armed 
Mexicans,  the  loss  being  $500  to  $600  in  money,  and  about  $2,500  in  goods.  No  lives 
were  lost  on  this  occasion,  Blaine  making  no  resistance  to  the  robbery.  The  thieves 
had  declared  their  intention  to  kill  Blaine,  and  he  was  only  spared  by  the  timely  ar- 
rival of  a  party  of  twelve  Americans  who  happened  to  be  encamped  in  the  vicinity, 
and  who  rushed  to  the  rescue  in  time  to  save  Blaine's  life,  they  having  been  advised 
by  a  courier  of  what  was  transpiring. 

THE  CORPUS  CHRISTI  RAID. 

XIII.  The  success  that  had  attended  the  robberies  of  stores  m  the  scattered  out-set- 
tlements emboldened  the  robbers  to  make  a  more  daring  attempt  and  a  more  general 
piUage,  and  on  the  2Gth  of  March,  1875,  began  what  is  generally  called  *'  the  Corpus 
Christ!  raid,''  from  the  fact  that  it  was  supposed  that  an  attempt  would  be  made  by 
the  raiders  to  sack  Corpus  Christi.  We  present  the  following  brief  account  of  the 
raid,  taken  from  the  Valley  Times  : 

"  From  all  the  iqformation  we  can  glean  from  those  who  were  present  and  eye-wit- 
nesses of  the  recent  Mexican  raid,  we  give  the  following: 

"  From  Mr.  Doddridge  we  learned  that  rumors  of  the  gathering  of  a  party  were  con- 
veyed to  him  about  a  week  ago,  bat  nothing  was  thought  of  it  more  than  that  of  any 
other  idle  assemblage. 

"  Their  first  overt  act  appears  to  have  been  the  demand  made  upon  Campbell,  near 
Tule  Lake,  for  horses,  as  narrated  yesterday. 

''  Procuring  a  few  animals,  which  were  ridden  by  the  captors  without  saddles  or 
bridles,  the  crowd  went  to  Page's,  9  miles  from  Corpus.  Here  they  made  a  clean  sweep 
of  everything  valuable.  Two  ladies  in  the  hoase  betook  themselves  to  the  chaparral, 
while  Mr.  Page  was  carried  off. 

^'  The  next  place  visited  was  Frank's  store,  at  the  Juan  Sais  ranch.  There  were 
eighteen  or  twenty  of  them  here.  Three  or  four,  presenting  pistols  at  Frank's  head, 
demanded  all  his  valuables.  Of  course,  no  resistance  was  made,  Frank  yielding  them 
everything.  Overhauling  his  stock,  they  took  everything  they  wanted,  exchanged 
their  old  clothes  for  new,  and  even  stripped  Frank  to  his  underclothing. 
^  *'  They  stopped  at  this  store  for  some  time,  supplying  themselves  with  horses,  sad- 
dles, &c.,  from  the  travelers  passing  either  way.  As  soon  as  a  vehicle  or  horseman 
would  arrive,  he  was  immediately  surrounded,  a  score  of  pistols  and  guns  leveled,  and 
the  demand  for  surrender  made.  In  this  manner  was  Mrs.  Sidbury,  Mrs.  Savage,  Miss 
Laura  Allen,  Messrs.  H.  A.  Gilpin,  Jos.  Saunders,  S.  G.  Borden,  George  Reynolds,  Joe 
Howell,  with  Mr.  W.  W.  Wright's  team  and  wagon,  the  driver  of  Gilpin's  team,  W.  A. 
Ball,  Mr.  Reynolds's  little  daughter,  Frank  Page  and  son,  and  a  number  of  Mexican 
women  and  children  captured,  and  all  their  valuables  appropriated,  some  of  the 
ladies  having  part  of  their  clothing  taken  from  them.  The  miscreants  attempted  to 
disrobe  Mr.  Reynolds,  but  one  of  their  namber  interfered  and  prevented  it  by  the  threat 
of  a  pistol. 
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"  It  was  at  Fraak's  th^ first  killing  was  done.  One  of  the  robbers  asked  a  Mexican 
to  join  the  party  in  their  raid.  He  refused,  when  a  pistol  was  placed  to  his  head,  the 
iTifif^et  pnlled,  and  his  soul  sent  to  eternity.    It  was  a  terrible,  cold-blooded  deed. 

"  After  leaving  Frank's,  the  Mexicans,  driving  their  prisoners  before  them  like  sheep, 
started  for  the  Motts.  Their  first  effort  there  was  against  the  store  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Noakes,  which  they  found  closed. 

**  Opening  the  door,  the  first  man  who  presented  himself  was  shot  twice  by  Mr.  N. 
Immeiliately  afterward  a  man  named  Smith,  in  the  store  at  the  time,  rushed  out  the 
front  door,  was  met  by  the  party  and  shot  down,  mortally  wounded.  Aggravated,  it  is 
supposed,  by  the  unexpected  resistance,  the  store  was  fired.  Noakes  took  refuge  under 
the  counter,  and  afterward  got  out  of  the  building  and  into  a  place  of  safety.  The  de- 
struction of  his  property  was  so  complete  that  the  calves  in  the  pen  were  roasted.  His 
lo8s  is  at  least  $10,000. 

^*  At  the  Motts  the  women  prisoners  were  liberated  and  allowed  to  go  to  their  homes. 
After  staying  here  an  hour,  the  party  started  off  toward  Peflitas.  In  the  neighborhood 
of  Mr.  Hunter's  house  they  were  brought  to  a  stop  bv  Pat  Whelan  and  his  party  of  ten, 
who  charged  the  devils  at  once.  Received  by  a  volley>  in  which  poor  Swanks  lost  his 
life,  he  being  shot  through  the  stomach,  it  was  returned  with  vigor.  Thirty-five  to 
ten  were  heavy  odds  to  fight,  and  after  exhausting  his  ammunition  fruitlessly,  Whelan 
was  obliged  to  give  up  the  contest  and  return  to  the  Motts  for  ammunition  and  re-en- 
forcements.   Receiving  those,  pursuit  was  resumed  almost  immediately. 

"The  Mexicans  had  with  them  two  wagons  piled  with  plunder,  which  were  on 
ahead  under  an  escort.    One  of  them  belonged  to  Reynolds. 

'^  The  following,  to  a  great  extent  identifying  the  party,  was  received  here  by  a  lady 
yesterday,  from  Piedras  Pintas,  and  is  reliable : 

*'  'Alberto  Garza  passed  through  Piedras  Pintas  March  25.  ^  He  shot  one  of  Silverio 
Salinas's  vaqueros  three  times,  because  he  would  not  give  him  his  horse.  He  was 
thought  to  have  twenty-five  men  with  him,  and  on  his  way  to  San  Diego.' 

"  Friday  night  Mr.  Lee  Riggs,  R.  W.  Archer,  and  two  others,  coming  froip  Lagarta- 
ville,  were  shot  at  near  a  creek.  Camping  6  miles  this  side  of  the  place,  and  about  15 
miles  above  Nnecestown,  about  three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  a  party  of  between  twenty 
and  thirty  armed  Mexicans  passed  them.  But  for  being  concealed  in  a  little  hollow, 
suggested  by  the  attempt  spoken  of,  they  would  have  undoubtedly  lost  their  lives." 

The  raiders  having  sacked  the  country  in  the  neighborhood  of  Corpus  Christi,  turned 
their  course  toward  the  Rio  Grande.  On  the  night  of  April  2  they  surrounded  the 
town  of  Roma,  in  Starr  County,  on  the  Rio  Grande,  and  were  prepared  to  sack  that 
town  and  rob  the  custom-house,  a  deputy  collector  of  customs  being  located  there,  but 
were  prevented  from  doing  so  by  the  presence  of  a  company  of  United  States  troops 
stationed  at  the  place.  They  then  withdrew  from  the  place  and  crossed  the  river  into 
Mexico  in  the  immediate  vicinity.  These  facts  are  shown  by  the  deputy  collector  of 
customs,  herewith  attached. 

The  raid  having  attracted  universal  attention  on  this  frontier,  the  Mexican  author- 
ities of  Mier  and  Camargo,  in  which  jurisdictions  the  raiders  crossed  into  Mexico,  took 
action  in  the  case  and  arrested  eight  of  the  raiders.  These  prisoners  were  started  for 
Matamoros,  and  the  judge  of  the  district  court  of  this  district  was  notified  of  the  fact 
by  the  United  States  consul  at  Matamoros  and  advised  to  be  prepared  by  the  time  of 
the  arrival  of  the  prisoners  at  Matamoros.  Judge  Dougherty  immediately  telegraphed 
to  Corpus  Christi  to  procure  witnesses  to  identify  the  criminals,  and  was  answered 
that  plenty  of  witnesses  would  be  ready  to  attend  at  Matamoros.  But  while  the  pris- 
oners were  eti  route  to  Matamoros  an  order  was  received  from  General  Escobedo,  irom 
San  Luis,  Mexico,  that  the  prisoners  should  be  sent  to  Monterey,  about  two  hundred 
miles  into  the  interior,  and  not  to  Matamoi-os.  For  the  particulars  of  these  facts  we 
refer  to  the  letters  of  the  United  States  consul  to  Judge  Dougherty,  herewith  attached. 

It  is  claimed  that  this  order  of  Escobedo  was  issued  in  good  faith,  in  order  to  keep 
the  prisoners  from  being  subject  on  their  arrival  at  Matamoros  to  the  influence  of  Cor- 
tina, and  to  keep  them  beyond  his  protection.  But  it  appears  to  us  that  this  is  a  flimsy 
pretext  to  send  them  where  there  would  be  no  possibility  of  there  being  confronted 
with  the  necessary  testimony  to  convict.  The  allegation,  however,  although  it  may 
prove  the  punic  faith  of  the  Mexican  authorities,  also  proves  the  character  of  Corcina 
with  his  own  government. 

During  this  raid  Miss  Lizzie  Joy  arrived  at  Corpus  Christi  from  Laredo,  and  made 
affidavit  that  she  had  left  Laredo  on  the  20th,  and  on  the  26th  saw  the  dead  bodies  of 
two  Americans  near  the  roadside  hacked  to  pieces  with  knives,  and  their  hoises  hitched 
near  and  in  a  famishing  condition.  Miss  Joy  was  traveling  with  a  train  of  carts,  and 
the  cartmen  baried  the  dead  bodies.  The  next  day  two  other  bodies  were  discovered 
hanging  near  the  roadside;  these  latter  bodies  were  Mexicans.  As  there  was  no 
other  party  out  except  the  Mexican  raiders  upon  Corpus  Christi,  these  four  additional 
deaths  to  those  already  recounted  are  attributable  to  them.  We  annex  the  published 
account  and  the  affidavit  of  Mis«  Joy  in  this  case. 

XIV.  On  the  16th  day  of  March,  1874,  Vidal  la  Haille,  a  Frenchman,  traveling  from 
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Corpns  ChriBti  to  this  place,  was  killed  and  robbed  by  Ricardo  Flores  and  a  party  of 
armed  Mexicans  in  this  county  near  Olmos,  the  line  between  this  and  Nnecee  Connty. 
Flores  is  a  register^  voter  of  this  connty.  He  was  arrested,  and,  npoir  investigation 
before  a  magistrate,  was  committed  to  jail  to  answer  for  the  murder  before  the  district 
oonrt,  but  broke  jail  and  fled  to  Mexico.  He'^is  now  in  Matamoros,  Mexico,  where  he 
has  been  since  his  escape.  A  requisition  has  been  made  under  the  treaty  with  Mexico 
for  his  rendition,  but  without  success,  Flores  being  under  the  all-powerfnl  protection 
of  General  Cortina. 

XV.  On  the  97tb  day  of  February,  1875,  a  party  of  armed  Mexicans,  seven  in  num- 
ber, crossed  the  Rio  Grande  from  near  Reynosa,  Mexico,  and  went  to  El  Sanz,  in  Hi- 
dalgo County,  where  there  is  a  post-office,  and  they  entered  the  store  of  Mr.  J.  L.  Ful- 
ton, the  postmaster,  when  they  made  an  assault  npon  him  and  his  clerk,  Mauricio 
Villanneva,  a  young  Spaniard,  in  which  both  these  parties  were  killed.  The  object 
was  to  plunder  the  store  of  Fulton ;  but  the  neighbors  having  become  alarmed  by  the 
shots,  assembled  and  sent  to  Edinburgh,  about  seven  miles  distant,  for  assistance, 
which  the  robbers  perceiving,  they  fled  across  the  Rio  Grande  without  accomplishing 
their  purpose  of  robbery.  Mr.  Fulton  was  an  officer  of  the  Thirty-sixth  Regiment  of 
United  States  Colored  Troops,  and  bad  settled  here  after  the  close  of  the  war.  He 
was  an  industrious,  law-abiding,  peaceable,  and  useful  citizen. 

XVI.  On  the  23d  day  of  March,  1875,  Alexander  Morel,  a  citizen  of  Hidalgo  Connty 
was  killed  by  a  party  of  Mexican  cattle-thieves,  from  Raynosa  Vieja,  in  <Mexioo,  wu 
had  crossed  the  river  to  ply  their  vocation.    The  details  of  his  death  are  given  in  the 
annexed  letter  of  his  brother,  Victor  Morel.    The  body  of  the  deceased  was  not  found 
unUl  the  thiei^es  »ent  word  to  hie  brother^  Victor ^  where  he  xoouldfind  it  buried, 

XVII.  On  the  16th  day  of  April,  1875,  George  Hill,  a  resident  of  Tio  Cano  ranch,  in 
Cameron  County,  was  killed  by  a  party  of  Mexicnu  cattle-tbieves  who  had  crossed  the 
Rio  Grande  to  pnrsue  their  nefarious  traffic.  Hill  was  out  hunting  stock,  and  came 
upon  the  party  unexpectedly,  and  was  evidently  killed  to  prevent  discovery.  The 
evening  after  his  death  the  thieves  crossed  their  plunder  to  Mexico,  near  Santa  Maria, 
which  fact  came  to  the  knowledge  of  and  was  reported  by  the  customs  inspectors  sta- 
tioned at  Santa  Maria.  Mr.  Hill  was  a  hard-laboring  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  who  had 
settled  here  after  the  close  of  the  war,  in  which  he  served  as  a  member  of  the  Fourth  Wis- 
consin Cavalry,  and  he  has  left  a  large  and  helpless  fkmily  of  small  children,  thus  robbed 
and  deprived  of  the  protection  of  their  father. 

XVIII.  On  the  19th  of  April,  1875,  a  party  of  twelve  armed  Mexicans  crossed  the  Rio 
Grande,  from  Guerrero,  Mexico,  and  appeared  at  Carrizo,  Zapata  County,  where  there 
is  a  post-office,  and  where  a  deputy  collector  of  customs  and  two  mounted  inspectors 
are  stationed.  The  raiders  entered  the  store  of  Dr.  D.  D.  Lovell  and  murdered  him  in 
cold  blood.  They  then  robbed  his  store  of  several  thousand  dollars  in  money  and 
goods.  They  then  proceeded  to  the  office  of  the  deputy  collector  of  cnstoms,  robbed 
the  place  of  all  the  property  in  the  office,  except  the  money,  which  was  in  &  large  iron 
safe  which  they  conld  not  break  open,  but  broke  off  the  knobs,  leaving  it  useless.  The 
deputy  collector  was  absent,  and  the  inspectors  fled,  being  two  only  against  the  twelve 
robbers.  Dr.  Lovell  was  the  postmaster  at  Carrizo,  and  the  post-office,  as  well  as  the 
store  was  gutted  of  its  contents.  Dr.  Lovell  was  an  intelligent  and  enterprising  citi- 
zen, who  had  bnilt  up  a  considerable  trade  at  Carrizo,  where  he  had  settled  at  the  close 
of  our  late  war,  in  wnich  he  had  served  honorably  as  a  volunteer  in  the  Fourth  Wis- 
consin Cavalry,  which  regiment,  within  two  davs,  lost  two  of  its  members.  Dr.  Lovell 
and  George  Hill.  These  deaths,  occurring  at  aistant  points  from  each  other,  but  at 
nearly  the  same  period  of  time,  prove  the  thorough  organization  and  underst-anding 
between  the  Mexican  thieves  scattered  all  along  the  Mexican  border  of  the  Rio  Grande. 
The  sheriff  of  Zapata  Connty,  writing  to  Judge  Ware,  states  the  loss  of  Dr.  Lovell  at 
14,000,  and  that  he  lost  $1,000  taxes  collected,  that  was  on  deposit  with  Dr.  Lpvell. 

XIX.  On  the  1st  day  of  December,  1874,  a  large  party  of  Mexican  cattle-thieves  en- 
camped near  the  ranch  of  Carlos  Danache,  of  Cameron  County,  about  fourteen  miles 
from  Brownsville,  and  they  sent  word  to  Mr.  Danache,  who  had  been  active  in  the  pur- 
suit of  these  cdballeroSi  that  they  were  encamped  near  his  place  and  would  be  pleased 
to  see  him.  Mr.  Danache  gathered  a  party  of  friends  and  went  to  their  camp  next 
morning,  but  found  it  abandoned.  And  at  their  camp  he  found  a  Mexican  hung  and 
the  dead  body  so  badly  mutiliated  that  it  could  not  be  identified,  but  supposed  to  be 
some  honest  man  who  had  made  himself  obnoxious,  like  Danache,  to  the  thieves.  We 
ref^r  to  the  affidavit  of  Mr.  Danache  in  this  case,  herewith  annexed. 

XX.  On  the  18th  day  of  January,  1875,  Albert  Dean  and  Joseph  Dunn,  mounted  in- 
spectors of  customs  stationed  at  Rio  Grande  City,  Starr  Conntv,  were  attacked  by  a 
partjr  of  five  Mexicans,  armed  with  Winchester  carbines,  who  had  just  crossed  ftom 
Mexico,  and  whose  outfit  was  undergoing  examination  by  the  inspectors,  and  their 
outfit,  consisting  of  raw-hide  ropes  and  other  paraphernalia  of  the  cattle-thief,  indi- 
cated the  object  of  their  visit.    This  was  aboot  two  leagues  below  Rio  Grande  City. 

In  the  same  neighborhood,  G.  W.  Lowe,  another  mounted  inspector  of  customs,  ac- 
companied by  Joseph  Dunn,  was  ambushed  and  fired  upon  from  the  chaparral  on  the 
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22d  day  of  April,  1875,  the  ball  catting  through  his  clothing  across  the  breast,  which 
indicated  the  intention  of  the  assassin.  For  particulars  in  these  cases  we  submit  copies 
of  the  official  Veports  in  relation  thereto. 

XXI.  On  the  26th  day  of  January,  1875,  a  fight  occurred  between  a  party  of  United 
States  soldiers  aud  a  party  of  Mexicans  at  the  rancbo  Solises  in  Starr  County,  about 
eighteen  miles  below  Rio  Grande  City,  in  which  two  soldiers  and  one  Mexican  were 
killed  and  two  other  Mexicans  were  wounded.  Many  versions  of  this  affair  have  been 
published,  and  it  has  been  the  subject  of  judicial  investijE^atiOn  before  the  grand  jury 
of  Starr  County.  Your  committee  confesses  its  inability,  in  the  conflicting  evidence,  to 
arrive  at  a  correct  conclusion.  We  therefore  present  several  of  these  published  ac- 
counts, together  with  the  official  report  of  General  Hatch,  and  annex  them  to  our  re- 
port. The  newspaper  articles  in  regard  to  this  affair  prove  that  there  is  no  unjust  prej- 
ndice  against  Mexicans  on  this  frontier,  nor  any  undue  partiality  in  favor  of  the  United 
States  troops,  which  latter  might  be  expected  from  the  fact  that  these  troops  do  give 
much  protection  to  our  frontier. 

From  the  foregoing  account  of  outrages,  extending  through  the  last  two  years,  it 
will  be  perceived  that  the  raids  of  the  Mexican  bandits  upon  this  frontier  have  not  been 
confined  to  cattle-stealing  alone,  but  have  taken  a  wider  range  and  resulted  in  the 
robbery  of  the  mercantile  establishments,  post-offices,  and  custom-houses  scattered  over 
the  country  and  beyond  the  protecting  guns  of  the  garrisoned  towns,  aud  in  the  sys- 
tematic murder  of  isolated  Americans  engaged  in  this  region  in  business  either  as  mer- 
chants, farmers,  or  stock-raisers  ;  and  that  the  fiat  for  '*  exterminating  their  tyrauts,'' 
issued  in  1859,  is  being  carried  out  to  its  bloody  consummation  As  before  stated,  we 
have  not  recounted  many  murders  traceable  to  the  same  hands,  but  have  confined  our 
relation  to  those  acts  proving  organization  aud  a  common  purpose. 

WRONGS   PERPETRATED  AGAINST  MEXICANS. 

It  is  often  alleged  that  Mexicans  resident  in  Texas  suffer  great  wrongs  at  the  hands 
of  Americans,  and  that  they  receive  no  protection  in  their  personn  and  property  in 
our  courts.  Your  committee  do  not  pretend  to  assert  that  such  wrongs  have  not  been 
committed  against  Mexicans  by  Americans  in  their  individual  capacity,  but  we  do 
most  earnestly  deny  that  there  has  existed  or  that  there  could  exist  in  this  section  of 
the  State  of  Texas  any  combination  or  organization  of  citizens  for  such  a  purpose ; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  we  maintain  a  well-known  truth  when  we  say  that  the  courfiS, 
Federal  and  State,  are  always  open  and  ready  to  redress  such  private  and  individual 
wrongs.  The  population  between  the  Rio  Grande  and  the  Nueces,  according  to  the 
census  of  1870,  is  twenty-seven  thousand,  of  which  at  least  nine-tenths  are  of  Mexican 
origin,  and  the  voting  population  holds  nearly  the  same  ratio.  The  right  of  suffrage 
and  the  selfishness  of  politicians  has  prevented  and  will  continue  to  prevent  any  such 
injustice  as  organized  hostility  to  a  commnnity  that  controls  the  polls  and  elects  our 
officers.  A  lean  minority  can  never  so  oppress  a  preponderating  majority,  and  the  ab- 
surdity of  the  allegation  is  proven  by  the  bkre  presentation  of  the  statistics. 

INVASIONS    OF    BCEXICO. 

And  it  is  equally  impossible  for  Americans  of  this  section  of  the  State  to  organize 
themselves  into  predatory  bands  for  the  purpose  of  invading  or  raiding  upon  our  neigh- 
boring republic.  The  existence  of  such  organizations  would  be  immediately  commu- 
nicated to  those  menaced  by  such  bands  through  their  relatives  and  friends  among  our 
residents  and  citizens  of  Mexican  origin.  And,  besides,  in  Mexico  they  have  a  most  ad- 
mirable system  of  rural  police,  the  want  of  which  in  this  State  is  one  of  the  causes  of 
the  success  of  the  invading  bandits  in  their  raids  upon  our  stock  ranches.  In  Mexico 
the  people  are  gregarious  and  live  in  villages  or  ranches,  and  it  is  a  very  rare  thing  to 
find  an  isolated  dwelling  or  household.  In  each  of  these  ranches  an  officer  is  appointed, 
called  anencargado,  or  superintendent,  who  has  the  authority  of  a  justice  of  the  peace, 
and  whose  duty  it  is  to  give  information  to  the  officers  of  the  municipality,  parish,  or 
county  (to  use  our  own  similar  subdivisions)  to  furnish  horses  to  couriers,  to  make 
arrests,  to  call  out  the  rural  police,  and  to  exercise  a  general  supervision  over  their 
ranches.  No  predatory  band,  however  smill  or  however  numerous,  could  penetrate 
Mexico  from  this  side  the  Rio  Grande  without  all  its  movements  and  designs  being 
known  and  promptly  reported,  as  the  banks  of  the  Rio  Grande  are  lined  with  ranches 
from  its  mouth  up  to  Laredo  on  both  sides.  The  speedy  arrest,  trial,  aud  punishment 
of  any  predatory  band  would  be  as  certain  and  as  prompt  as  the  decrees  of  fate.  Upon 
the  subject  of  the  organization  of  the  rural  police  of  Mexico  we  present  the  most 
incontestable  and  indisputable  proof  in  a  sworn  statement  of  its  organization  and 
powers,  and  the  impossibility  of  evading  its  vigilance,  made  by  the  present  first  alcalde 
of  Matamoros,  Setlor  Castillo  Moutero,  copy  of  wbich  is  hereto  attached,  the  origi- 
nal being  on  file  in  the  archives  of  the  mixed  commiHsion  at  Washington  in  the  case  of 
King,  Kenedy  &  Co.  before  the  commission.   There  is  another  and  complete  refutation 
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Corpns  Cbristi  to  this  place,  was  killed  and  robbed  by  Ricardo  Flores  and  a  party  of 
armed  Mexicans  in  this  coaoty  near  Olmos,  the  line  between  this  and  Nnecee  Coanty. 
Flores  is  a  registered  voter  of  this  oonnty.  He  was  arrested,  and,  npoir  investigation 
before  a  magistrate,  was  committed  to  jail  to  answer  for  the  murder  before  the  district 
court,  bat  broke  jail  and  fled  to  Mexico.  He'^is  now  in  Matamoros,  Mexico,  where  he 
has  been  since  his  escape.  A  requisition  has  been  made  under  the  treaty  with  Mexico 
for  his  rendition,  but  without  success,  Flores  being  under  the  all-powerfnl  protection 
of  General  Cortina. 

XV.  On  the  97th  day  of  February,  1875,  a  party  of  armed  Mexicans,  seven  in  num- 
ber, crossed  the  Bio  Grande  from  near  Reynosa,  Mexico,  and  went  to  El  Sanz,  in  Hi- 
dalgo Coanty,  where  there  is  a  post-office,  and  they  entered  the  store  of  Mr.  J.  L.  Ful- 
ton, the  postmaster,  when  they  made  an  assault  upon  him  and  his  clerk,  Mauricio 
Villanueva,  a  young  Spaniard,  in  which  both  these  parties  were  killed.  The  object 
was  to  plunder  the  store  of  Fulton ;  but  the  neighbors  having  become  alarmed  by  the 
shots,  assembled  and  sent  to  Edinburgh,  about  seven  miles  distant,  for  assistance, 
which  the  robbers  perceiving,  they  fled  across  the  Rio  Grande  without  accomplishing 
their  purpose  of  robbery.  Mr.  Fulton  was  an  officer  of  the  Thirty -sixth  Regiment  of 
United  States  Colored  Troops,  and  had  settled  here  after  the  close  of  the  war.  He 
was  an  indnstrious,  law-abiding,  peaceable,  and  nsefni  citizen. 

XVI.  On  the  23d  day  of  March,  1875,  Alexander  Morel,  a  citizen  of  Hidalgo  County 
was  killed  by  a  party  of  Mexican  cattle-thieves,  from  Raynosa  Vieja,  in  <Mexico,  wU 
had  crossed  the  river  to  ply  their  vocation.    The  details  of  his  death  are  given  in  the 
annexed  letter  of  his  brother,  Victor  Morel.    The  body  of  the  deceased  was  not  found 
until  the  thieves  $ent  word  to  his  brother f  Victor ^  where  he  xoouldfind  it  buried, 

XVII.  On  the  16th  day  of  April,  1875,  George  Hill,  a  resident  of  Tio  Cano  ranch,  in 
Cameron  County,  was  killed  by  a  party  of  Mexican  cattle-tbieves  who  had  crossed  the 
Rio  Grande  to  pursue  their  nefarious  traffic.  Hill  was  out  hunting  stock,  and  came 
upon  the  party  unexpectedly,  and  was  evidently  killed  to  prevent  discovery.  The 
evening  after  his  death  the  thieves  crossed  their  plunder  to  Mexico,  near  Santa  Maria, 
which  fact  came  to  the  knowledge  of  and  was  reported  by  the  cnstoms  inspectors  sta- 
tioned at  Santa  Maria.  Mr.  Hill  was  a  hard-labonng  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  who  had 
settled  here  after  the  close  of  the  war,  in  which  he  served  as  a  member  of  the  Fourth  Wis- 
consin Cavalry,  and  he  has  left  a  large  and  helpless  fkmily  of  small  children,  thus  robbed 
and  deprived  of  the  protection  of  their  father. 

XVIII.  On  the  19th  of  April,  1875,  a  party  of  twelve  armed  Mexicans  crossed  the  Rio 
Grande,  from  Guerrero,  Mexico,  and  appeared  at  Carrizo,  Zapata  County,  where  theve 
is  a  post-office,  and  where  a  deputy  collector  of  customs  and  two  mounted  inspectors 
are  stationed.  The  raiders  entered  the  store  of  Dr.  D.  D.  Lovell  and  murdered  him  in 
cold  blood.  They  then  robbed  his  store  of  several  thousand  dollars  in  money  and 
goods.  They  then  proceeded  to  the  offloe  of  the  deputy  collector  of  customs,  robbed 
the  place  of  all  the  property  in  the  office,  except  the  money,  which  was  in  a  large  iron 
safe  which  they  could  not  break  open,  but  broke  off  the  knobs,  leaving  it  nseless.  The 
deputy  collector  was  absent,  and  the  inspectors  fled,  being  two  only  against  the  twelve 
robbers.  Dr.  Lovell  was  the  postmaster  at  Carrizo,  and  the  post-office,  as  well  as  the 
store  was  gutted  of  its  contents.  Dr.  Lovell  was  an  intelligent  and  enterprising  citi- 
zen, who  had  built  up  a  considerable  trade  at  Carrizo,  where  he  had  settled  at  the  close 
of  onr  late  war,  in  wnich  he  had  served  honorably  as  a  volunteer  in  the  Fourth  Wis- 
consin Cavalry,  which  regiment,  within  two  davs,  lost  two  of  its  members,  Dr.  Lovell 
and  George  Hill.  These  deaths,  occurring  at  distant  points  fhnn  each  other,  but  at 
nearly  the  same  period  of  time,  prove  the  thorough  organization  and  underst-anding 
between  the  Mexican  thieves  seattered  all  along  the  Mexican  border  of  the  Rio  Grande. 
The  sheriff  of  Zapata  Connty,  writing  to  Judge  Ware,  states  the  loss  of  Dr.  Lovell  at 
f  4,000,  and  that  he  lost  $1,000  taxes  collected,  that  was  on  deposit  with  Dr.  Lpvell. 

XIX.  On  the  1st  day  of  December,  1874,  a  large  party  of  Mexican  cattle-thieves  en- 
camped near  the  ranch  of  Carlos  Danache,  of  Cameron  Connty,  about  fourteen  miles 
from  Brownsville,  and  they  sent  word  to  Mr.  Danache,  who  had  bisen  active  in  the  pur- 
suit of  these  cahallerosy  that  they  were  encamped  near  his  place  and  would  be  pleased 
to  see  him.  Mr.  Danache  gathered  a  party  of  friends  and  went  to  their  camp  next 
morning,  bat  found  it  abandoned.  And  at  their  camp  he  found  a  Mexican  hung  and 
the  dead  body  so  badly  mntiliated  that  it  could  not  be  identified,  but  supposed  to  be 
some  honest  man  who  had  made  himself  obnoxious,  like  Danache,  to  the  thieves.  We 
refer  to  the  affidavit  of  Mr.  Danache  in  this  case,  herewith  annexed. 

XX.  On  the  18tli  day  of  January.  1875,  Albert  Dean  and  Joseph  Dunn,  mounted  in- 
spectors of  customs  stationed  at  Kio  Grande  City,  Starr  Countv,  were  attacked  by  a 
part^  of  five  Mexicans,  armed  with  Winchester  carbines,  who  had  just  crossed  ftt>m 
Mexico,  and  whose  outfit  was  undergoing  examination  by  the  inspectors,  and  their 
outfit,  consisting  of  raw-hide  rcpes  and  other  paraphernalia  of  the  cattle-thief,  indi- 
cated the  object  of  their  visit.    This  was  about  two  leagues  below  Rio  Grande  City. 

In  the  same  neighborhood,  G.  W.  Lowe,  another  mounted  inspector  of  customs,  ac- 
companied by  Juseph  Dunn,  was  ambushed  and  fired  upon  from  the  chaparral  on  the 
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22d  day  of  April,  1875,  the  ball  cattiDg  through  bis  clothiug  across  the  breast,  which 
indicated  the  intention  of  the  assassin.  For  particulars  in  these  cases  we  submit  copies 
of  the  official  Reports  in  relation  thereto. 

XXI.  On  the  26th  day  of  January,  1875,  a  fight  occurred  between  a  party  of  United 
States  soldiers  and  a  party  of  Mexicans  at  the  rancho  Solises  in  Starr  County,  about 
eighteen  miles  below  Rio  Grande  City,  in  which  two  soldiers  and  one  Mexican  were 
killed  and  two  other  Mexicans  were  wounded.  Many  versions  of  this  affair  have  been 
published,  and  it  has  been  the  subject  of  judicial  investigation  before  the  grand  jury 
of  Starr  County.  Your  committee  confesses  its  inability,  in  the  conflicting  evideuce,  to 
arrive  at  a  correct  conclusion.  We  therefore  present  several  of  these  published  ac- 
counts, together  with  the  official  report  of  General  Hatch,  and  annex  them  to  our  re- 
port. The  newspaper  articles  in  regard  to  this  affair  prove  that  there  is  no  unjust  prej- 
udice against  Mexicans  on  this  frontier,  nor  any  undue  partiality  in  favor  of  the  United 
States  troops,  which  latter  might  be  expected  from  the  fact  that  these  troops  do  give 
much  protection  to  our  frontier. 

From  the  foregoing  account  of  outrages,  extending  throuj^h  the  last  two  years,  it 
will  be  perceived  that  the  raids  of  the  Mexican  bandits  upon  this  frontier  have  not  been 
confined  to  cattle-stealing  alone,  but  have  taken  a  wider  range  and  resulted  in  the 
robbery  of  the  mercantile  establishments,  post-offices,  and  custom-houses  scattered  over 
the  country  and  beyond  the  protecting  guns  of  the  garrisoned  towns,  and  in  the  sys- 
tematic murder  of  isolated  Americans  engaged  in  this  region  in  busiuess  either  as  mer- 
chants, farmers,  or  stock-raisers  ;  aud  that  the  fiat  for  *'ext'erminating  their  tyrauts,'' 
issued  in  1859,  is  being  carried  out  to  its  bloody  consummation  As  before  stated,  we 
have  not  recounted  many  murders  traceable  to  the  same  hands,  but  have  confined  our 
relation  to  those  acts  proving  organization  aud  a  common  purpose. 

WRONGS   PERPETRATED  AGAINST  MEXICANS. 

It  is  often  alleged  that  Mexicans  resident  in  Texas  suffer  great  wrongH  at  the  hands 
of  Americans,  and  that  they  receive  no  protection  in  their  persons  and  property  in 
our  courts.  Your  committee  do  not  pretend  to  assert  that  such  wrongs  have  not  been 
committed  against  Mexicans  by  Americans  in  their  individual  capacity,  but  we  do 
most  earnestly  deny  that  there  has  existed  or  that  there  could  exist  in  this  section  of 
the  State  of  Texas  any  combination  or  organization  of  citizens  for  such  a  purpose ; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  we  maintain  a  well-known  truth  when  we  say  that  the  courts, 
Federal  and  State,  are  always  open  and  ready  to  redress  such  private  and  individual 
wrongs.  The  population  between  the  Rio  Grande  and  the  Nueces,  according  to  the 
census  of  1870,  is  twenty-seven  thousand,  of  which  at  least  nine-t«nths  are  of  Mexican 
origin,  and  the  voting  population  holds  nearly  the  same  ratio.  The  right  of  suffrage 
and  the  selfishness  of  politicians  has  prevented  and  will  continue  to  prevent  any  such 
injustice  as  organized  hostility  to  a  community  that  controls  the  polls  and  elects  our 
officers.  A  lean  minority  can  never  so  oppress  a  preponderating  majority,  and  the  ab- 
aurdity  of  the  allegation  is  proven  by  the  bkre  presentation  of  the  statistics. 

INVAfilONS    OF    MEXICO. 

And  it  is  equally  impossible  for  Americans  of  this  section  of  the  State  to  organize 
themselves  into  predatory  bands  for  the  purpose  of  invading  or  raiding  upon  our  neigh- 
boring republic.  The  existence  of  such  organizations  would  be  immediately  commu- 
nicated to  those  menaced  by  such  bands  through  their  relatives  and  friends  among  our 
residents  and  citizens  of  Mexican  origin.  And,  besides,  in  Mexico  they  have  a  most  ad- 
mirable system  of  rural  police,  the  want  of  which  in  this  State  is  one  of  the  causes  of 
the  success  of  the  invading  bandits  in  their  raids  upon  our  stock  ranches.  In  Mexico 
the  people  are  gregarious  and  live  in  villages  or  ranchos,  and  it  is  a  very  rare  thing  to 
find  an  isolated  dwelling  or  household.  In  each  of  these  ranches  an  officer  is  appointed, 
called  anencargado,  or  superintendent,  who  has  the  authority  of  a  justice  of  the  peace, 
and  whose  duty  it  is  to  give  information  to  the  officers  of  the  municipality,  parish,  or 
county  (to  use  our  own  similar  subdivisions)  to  furnish  horses  to  couriers,  to  make 
arrests,  to  call  out  the  rural  police,  and  to  exercise  a  general  snpervisioa  over  tbeir 
ranches.  No  predatory  baud,  however  small  or  however  numerous,  could  penetrate 
Mexico  from  this  side  the  Rio  Grande  without  all  its  movements  and  designs  being 
known  aud  promptly  reported,  as  the  banks  of  the  Rio  Grande  are  lined  with  ranches 
from  its  mouth  up  to  Laredo  on  both  sides.  The  speedy  arrest,  trial,  and  punishment 
of  any  predatory  band  would  be  as  certain  and  as  prompt  as  the  decrees  of  fate.  Upon 
the  subject  of  the  organization  of  the  rural  police  of  Mexico  we  present  the  most 
incontestable  and  indisputable  proof  in  a  sworn  statement  of  its  organization  and 
powers,  and  the  impossibility  of  evading  its  vigilance,  made  by  the  present  first  alcalde 
of  Matamoros,  Seiior  Castillo  Montero,  copy  of  wbich  is  hereto  attached,  the  origi- 
nal being  on  file  in  the  archives  of  the  mixed  comuiiHsion  at  Washington  in  the  case  of 
King,  Kenedy  &.  Co.  before  the  commissiou.   There  is  another  and  complete  refutation 
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of  any  charge  that  AmericaDS  are  gailty  of  raiding  upon  Mexican  soil,  existing  in  the 
fact  that  not  a  single  American  has  ever  been  captnred  in  any  such  expedition,  which, 
as  we  have  shown  by  the  description  of  the  roral  police  of  Mexico,' wbnld  have  been 
an  inevitable  consetjoence  of  any  snch  criminal  attempt. 

RENDITION   OF  STOLEN   PROPERTY. 

We  have  already  shown  the  jastice  of  the  legislation  of  Texas  toward  Mexicans r 
residents  and  non-residents,  in  securing  to  them  the  titles  to  their  lands,  and  this 
spirit  is  still  further  shown  by  the  laws  of  the  State  enacting  that  the  possession  of 
property  stolen  in  a  foreign  country  is  a  continuation  of  the  felony  and  providing  for 
the  puuisbment  of  the  felons.  (Pascbal's  Annotated  Digest,  articles  2438,  2439,  and 
2453.)  This  act  is  enforced  in  our  courts.  It  would  make  this  report  too  voluminous 
to  cite  the  records  ;  and  we  present  case  No.  'MiS  in  the  justice's  precinct  No.  2,  Came- 
ron County,  as  a  sample  of  many  others.  In  this  case  Leonidas  Guerra,  of  Matamo- 
ros,  Mexico,  made  an  affidavit  before  the  juntice  as  to  the  loss  of  certain  auimals,  upon 
which  a  search-warrant  was  issued,  which  warrant  was  indorsed  by  Hon.  W.  H.  Rus- 
sell, district  judge,  in  order  to  secure  its  execution  iu  any  county  where  the  property 
might  be  found,  and  the  following  is  the  return  on  the  process :  "  Came  to  hand  May 
22,  1872,  and  executed  same  day  by  delivering  to  Leonidas  Guerra  37  head  of  stolen 
proi>erty.  Roswell  H.  Gillette,  special  bailiff,  Bee  County";  to  which  county  Mr. 
Guerra  had  pursued  his  projierty,  and  where  it  was  restored  to  him.  The  records  of 
the  United  States  custom-house  of  this  port  (Brownsville)  prove  that  the  Federal  offi- 
cials are  equally  prompt  to  do  justice  by  the  delivery  of  stolen  ]»roperty  when  the 
proper  claims  and  proofs  are  presented  by  Mexican  claimants.  (See  annexed  certifi- 
cate of  the  collector  of  customs  of  the  port.)  These  official  documents  prove  another 
very  important  fact  bearing  upon  this  discussion.  They  show  that  in  nearly  every 
instance,  the  stolen  property  was  found  in  the  hands  of  Mexicans,  there  being  but  one 
case  in  which  it  was  traced  to  the  hands  of  an  American,  and  in  this  case  the  party 
showed  beyond  question  that  he  had  purchased  the  stolen  horse  from  a  Mexican.  The 
evidence  is  cumulative,  and  we  might  say  conclusive,  that  Americans  are  not  engaged 
in  this  nefarious  traffic,  but  that  ^lexicans  alone  have  been  proven  to  be  guilty.  This 
class  of  thieves  steal  from  both  sides  of  the  river  with  rigid  impartiality. 

The  courts  of  Mexico  are  practically  closed  in  this  respect  to  our  citizens,  although 
Mexico  has  the  same  laws  in  regard  to  the  continuation  of  a  felony  that  exist  on  our 
own  statute-books.  Their  laws  are  good,  but  we  assert,  upon  the  unvaried  fate  of  all 
attempts  to  reclaim  stolen  property  in  tnat  country,  that  the  laws  are  not  only  not 
executed,  but  that  they  are  intentionally  and  habitually  violated  and  disregarded. 
This  question,  however,  was  fully  investigated  by  the  United  States  commissioners  to 
Texas,  and  reported  upon  by  them  (see  report,  pp.  6  and  7),  and  we  do  not,  therefore, 
consider  it  necessary  to  enter  upon  the  details  of  the  many  cases  that  might  be 
«ited,  as  such  a  course  would  only  be  cumulative  upon  a  subject  sufficiently  investi- 
gated officially  by  our  commissioners  to  Texas,  upon  whose  report  and  the  accom- 
panying evidence  we  rely  for  the  correctness  of  our  statement  of  the  facts. 

POPULATION  BETWEEN  THE  NIIECK8  AND   RIO  GRANDE. 

As  heretofore  stated,  the  great  mass  of  the  population  between  the  Nueces  aud  the 
Kio  Grande  is  composed  of  people  of  Mexican  origin,  the  proportion  of  this  class  to 
all  others  being  quite  nine  to  one,  or  nine-tenths  of  the  whole  number  of  inhabitants. 
According  to  the  Census  of  1870,  pages  321,. 322,  sixteen  thousand  four  hundred  and 
seventy-eight  of  the  twenty-seven  thousand  enumerated  are  foreigu-born,  all  of 
them  except  say  the  odd  hundreds  being  of  Mexican  birth  ;  eighteen  thousand  three 
hundred  and  ninety-eight  are  children  of  parents  both  of  whom  are  of  foreign  birth  ; 
over  nineteen  thousand  are  children  of  a  foreign  father,  and  over  nine  thousand  of  a 
foreign  mother.  The  white  or  American  inhabitants  certainly  do  not  exceed  three 
thousand  in  number  in  all  this  region. 

This  fact  is  one  of  the  causes  of  our  troubles.  The  Spanish  is  the  usual  language 
of  this  frontier ;  few  or  no  schools  exist  outside  of  our  towns,  and  but  a  limited  num- 
ber even  in  the  towns,  and  our  few  American  people  learn  the  language  usually 
spoken,  while  the  mass  of  our  population  speak  their  mother  tongue,  very  few  of  them 
learning  to  speak  or  use  English.  The  result  is  that  this  people  generally  have  re- 
tained their  ancient  manners,  customs,  and  traditions,  and  continue  their  intercourse 
with  the  people  from  whom  they  sprang,  with  whom  their  relations  are  more  intimate 
than  with  the  people  of  this  State  to  whom  they  have  become  territorially  and  po- 
litically attached.  The  natural  prejudices  of  race  and  class  that  exist  among  all  peo- 
ples of  different  nationalities  add  to  the  complications  of  such  a  condition  of  affairs, 
and  prevent  to  a  certain  extent  the  proper  and  prompt  execution  of  the  laws,  which, 
from  the  great  extent  of  our  counties  and  the  sparseness  of  our  population  outride  of 
the  line  of  river-ranches,  could  not  be  enforced  with  vigor  even  under  more  favorable 
circumstances.  It  is  a  general  and  notorious  complaint  on  the  part  of  our  officers  of 
justice  that  our  population  of  Mexican  origin  are  not  prompt  to  give  information 
against  raiders  aud  cattle-thieves,  .and  that  they  are  reluctant  to  testify  in  the  courts 
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against  them,  and  that  when  questioned  on  thesabjeot,  they  too  often  reply  with  their 
expressive  shrng  of  the  shoulders  and  the  inevitable  quieti  sahe  with  which  they  avoid 
direct  testimony. 

In  justice  to  our  preponderating;  population  of  Mexican  origin  we  cheerfnlly  bear  tea- 
timony  that  the  great  majority  of  them  are  honest,  industrious,  and  laborious  people, 
and  they  own  a  greater  part  of  the  soil  in  this  section  of  the  State,  upon  which  they 
graze  thousands  upon  thousands  of  head  of  stock — cattle^  horses,  mules,  and  sheep — 
and  they  suffer  very  greatly  from  the  operations  of  the  cattle-thieves.  To  a  stranger 
to  onr  frontier,  their  failure  to  prosecute  the  cattle-thieves  and  to  testify  willingly 
against  them  would  appear  very  extraordinary,  but  not  so  to  any  one  acquainted  with 
the  actual  condition  of  affairs.  These  people  were  educated  amid  the  chronic  revolu- 
tions of  their  mother-country,  where  they  learned  the  lesson  of  submission  to  the  law 
of  force,  and,  for  the  reasons  already  given,  they  have  never  become  sufficiently  famil- 
iarized with  our  different  system  of  government  to  throw  off  their  dread  of  armed 
force ;  hence  the  armed  bandits  who  depredate  upon  them  as  well  as  their  American- 
bom  neighbors  are  regarded  with  such  terror  that  our  Mexican-born  raucheros  are 
actually  afraid  to  perform  their  duties  as  good  citizens  by  exposing  and  pnnishing 
them ;  nor  is  this  fear  confided  to  this  class  of  onr  population,  but  extends  very  gen- 
erally among  onr  stock -raisers,  American  as  well  as  Mexican  born,  all  being  more  or 
less  subject  to  the  reign  of  terror  brought  about  by  the  force  of  arms  and  the  fear  of 
assassination. 

There  is  another  fact  which  adds  greatly  to  the  difficulties  of  dealing  with  the  cat- 
tle-thieves. Many  of  them  have  located  on  this  side  of  the  Rio  Grande,  stinatting 
upon  any  public  domain  they  may  find  vacant,  and  even  upon  private  lands,  where 
they  build  a  temporary  shelter  of  sticks  and  mud  (jacales),  hardly  sufficient  to  protect 
them  from  the  rain  and  the  sunshine,  and  are  by  their  locality  the  better  able  to  give 
aid  and  information  to  their  confederates  in  crime  on  the  other  side  of  the  Rio  Grande. 
There  is  a  considerable  number  of  these  sq natters  hid  away  among  the  live-oaks,  called 
the  Encinal^  about  midway  between  the  Nueces  and  Rio  Grande,  this  encinal  region 
being  a  sandy  ridge  where  water  is  easily  obtainable,  and  where  the  squatters  are  pro- 
tected by  the  encinos,  or  live-oaks,  from  which  it  obtains  it  name.  After  the  recent 
Corpns  Christi  raid,  some  Americans  of  Nueces  County  banded  together  to  avenge  the 
wrongs  of  their  neighbors,  and  it  was  against  these  squatters  that  they  directed  their 
vengeance,  the  land-owning  Mexicans  and  known  rancheros  having  been  left  undis- 
turMl  at  their  ranches. 

There  is  also  another  and  a  serious  evil  with  which  we  are  afflicted.  By  the  provis- 
ions of  onr  State  constitution  every  male  person  who  shall  have  declared  his  intention 
to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  who  shall  have  resided  in  the  State  one 
year  is  entitled  to  register  as  a  voter.  Many  of  the  squatters,  heretofore  described, 
make  this  declaration  of  intention  in  order  to  make  entry  of  land  as  a  settler  and  to 
register  as  voters,  whereby  they  manage  to  secure  a  certain  degree  of  impunity  by 
placing  themselves  under  the  protection  of  politicians,  who  are  called  npon  to  defend 
them  in  the  courts,  by  which  service  the  aid  of  these  characters  is  secure<l  in  our  elec- 
tions. This  evil  is  a  very  grave  one,  for  the  Mexicans  who  make  these  declarations  of 
intention  to  become  citizens  are  very  generally  of  that  class  who  spell  their  middle 
names  with  an  X,  and  very  few  of  them  have,  as  yet,  gone  beyond  taking  this  primary 
oath,  and  the  invariable  rule  with  them,  when  they  commit  a  crime,  is  to  fly  to  Mexi- 
co and  claim  exemption  from  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  of  extradition  on  the  ground 
that  they  are  not  citizens  of  the  United  States  but  are  Mexicans.  Advantage  has 
been  taken  of  these  notorious  facts  by  the  authorities  of  Mexico  to  charge  that  the 
cattle-thieves  are  American  citizens ;  whereas  the  truth  is  that  they  are  not  citizens  of 
this  country  and  never  likely  to  become  such,  but  nomads,  living  on  one  or  the  other 
bank  of  the  Rio  Grande,  having  no  fixed  residence,  but  changing  their  locality  as  may 
become  necessary  to  ply  successfully  their  vocations,  and  Mexicans  in  all  things  and 
always. 

The  abuses  to  which  this  interpolated  provision  of  our  constitution  (for  it  is  not  in 
the  article  fixing  the  right  of  suffrage)  is  subject  is  well  illustrated  in  the  case  of  a 
Mexican  of  intelligence  and  of  a  higher  class  than  the  cross-mark  patriots  under  re- 
view. Mr.  Castillo  Montero,  the  present  first  alcalde  of  the  heroic,  loyal,  and  uncon- 
quered  city  of  Matamoros,  under  the  ayuntamiento  of  which  Greneral  Cortina  is  presi- 
dent, got  up  a  lit  tie  revolution  some  years  ago  at  Tnspan,  near  Tampioo,  in  which  he  shot 
one  of  his  neighbors,  who  was  the  alcalde  of  Tuspau,  the  scene  of  the  revolution,  but 
the  revolutionary  attempt  came  to  grief  and  Montero  fled  to  this  city  for  safety.  The 
people  of  Tampico  and  Tuspan  stupidly  regarded  the  revolutionary  execution  of  the 
alcalde  as  murder,  and  Montero  was  regularly  indicted  for  that  crime,  under  which  a 
demand  for  his  rendition  under  onr  extradition  treaty  was  being  prepared,  which 
Montero  avoided  by  declaring  his  intention  to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States 
in  the  United  States  district  court  for  the  eastern  district  of  Texas.  Afterward,  through 
the  influence  and  under  the  protection  of  Cortina,  he  returned  to  Matamoros,  and  i^ 
now  the  first  alcalde  of  that  city,  notwithstanding  the  indictment  pending  against 
him.    A  lawyer  of  that  city  (Mr.  Valdes)  recently  published  the  facts  of  tU\«Q.^»ft  X,'^ 
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prove  that  Montero  was  not  eligible  to  the  office  he  held,  having  abjured  his  allegi- 
ance to  Mexico  and  sworn  allegiance  to  the  United  States,  when  Montero  acknowl- 
edged that  the  oath  of  intention  was  simply  taken  to  avoid  arrest,  and  not  with  any 
intention  of  renouncing  his  allegiance  to  Mexico  or  of  becoming  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  thus  confessing  his  fraudulent  intent.  Mr.  Valdes  was  sued  by  Mon- 
tero for  libel,  tried  before  an  associate  alcalde,  fined  |2,000,  and  convicted  aad sen- 
tenced to  two  years'  imprisonment  for  his  publication.  This  case  is  cited  to  show  the 
abuses  to  which  our  liberal  naturalization  laws  are  subject  on  this  frontier  by  Mexi- 
cans who  mav  wish  to  profit  by  a  qium  citizenship  of  this  country ;  and  at  the  same 
time  it  is  an  illustration  of  the  beauties  of  Mexican  justice  as  administered  under  the 
regime  of  General  Cortina. 

RETALIATIONS. 

As  we  have  stated  above,  the  lecent  raid  of  Mexican  banditti  near  Corpus  Christi 
brought  about  a  retaliatory  raid  on  the  part  of  a  few  unthinking  Americans  living 
near  the  Nueces  River.  These  men  came  down  to  the  Encinal  country  among  the 
squatter  Mexicans,  and  found  them,  it  is  said,  with  stolen  hides  buried  io  their  yards 
or  concealed  about  their  premises,  when  they  burned  down  the  jacales  and  killed  sooie 
three  men,  according  to  the  best  information  we  can  gather.  There  is  no  defense  for 
such  lawless  acts.  The  guilty  parties  should  have  been  arrested,  not  murdered,  and 
turned  over  to  the  proper  authorities  for  trial  and  legal  punishment.  But  this  Amer- 
ican raid  was  soon  squelched  by  Captain  McNally,  of  the  State  troops,  who  oppor- 
tunely arrived  and  published  an  order  disbanding  all  unauthorized  organizations,  which 
order  was  promptly  obeyed^  as  it  was  well  known  that  it  would  be  duly  enfbrced.  We 
fear  that  such  illegal  and  r^^taliatory  organizations  will  add  to  our  troubles,  and  it  is 
to  prevent  them,  as  well  as  to  prevent  raids  of  armed  bandits  from  Mexico,  that  we 
earnestly  call  the  attention  of  the  government  to  the  condition  of  this  frontier.  Unless 
the  government  gives  the  pe4)ple  protection,  they  will  be  compelled  to  protect  them-* 
selves  or  to  abandon  the  couutry.  To  show  the  extent  of  the  danger  and  the  alarm  of 
our  people  we  refer  to  the  annexed  pro|K>sition,  headed  '*To  the  rescue,^  in  which  cer- 
tain citizens  of  Neuces  County  propose  to  keep  under  their  individual  pay  a  company 
of  volunteers  to  protect  themselves  from  the  cattle-thieves.  The  amounts  they  8al>- 
scribe  for  the  monthly  pay  of  such  a  company  is  sufficient  evidence  of  the  losses  to 
which  they  have  been  subjected  and  of  the  danger  with  which  they  are  menaced 
by  the  bandits,  while  it  at  the  same  time  illustrates  the  general  condition  of  this 
firontier. 

COMPLICITY  OF  MEXICAN    OFFICIALS  WITH  THE   CATTLK-THIEVK8. 

1.  In  the  year  1866  or  1867,  Messrs.  Hale  &  Parker,  stock-raisers  in  Hidalgo  County, 
lost  about  ninety  head  of  beef-cattle  that  were  traced  to  Mexico  and  found  m  the  pos- 
session of  Andres  Muguerza,  collector  of  customs  at  Reynosa.  Aogel  de  la  Vega,  agent 
of  the  owners,  claimed  the  cattle  and  proved  that  they  had  been  stolen  from  Texas  and 
crossed  into  Mexico  against  the  will  of  the  owners,  but  Muguerza  refused  to  deliver 
them  on  the  ground  that  they  had  been  introduced  into  Mexico  without  a  permit.  A 
part  of  the  beeves  were  sold  by  the  collector  and  the  rest  were  turned  over,  as  rations, 
to  the  troops  stationed  at  that  place.  The  action  of  this  Mexican  collector  and  his 
construction  of  the  law  contrast  not  very  favorably  with  the  course  of  the  American 
collectors  toward  Mexican  claimants  in  similar  cases.  For  evidence  of  the  action  of 
collector  Muguerza,  we  cite  the  affidavit  of  the  agent,  Vega,  on  file  in  the  case  of  Hale 
A,  Parker  v«.  Mexico,  No.  548,  before  the  Mixed  Commission  at  Washintcton. 

2.  In  the  year  1866,  John  McAllen,  another  agent  of  Messrs.  Hale  &.  Parker,  went  to 
Mataraoros  to  reclaim  another  lot  of  stolen  cattle,  and,  instead  of  accomplishing  his 
purpose,  was  arrested  and  imprisoi.ed  by  the  alcalde  of  that  city,  and  insulted  in  the 
grossest  manner.  For  the  particulars  of  this  case  we  refer  to  a  copy  of  the  affidavit  of 
Mr.  McAllen,  who  is  one  of  our  most  worthy  citizens,  the  copy  being  hereto  annexed, 
the  original  being  on  file  in  the  above-cited  case  before  the  Mixed  Commission. 

3.  In  the  month  of  July,  1674,  Auastacio  Cavasos,  a  resident  citizen  and  stock-raiser 
of  Cameron  County,  lost  the  greater  portion  of  his  stock,  amounting  to  about  one  thou- 
sand head,  which  were  stolen  by  armed  bands  of  Mexicans,  and  openly  sold  in  the 
market  of  Matamoros.  In  one  instance  he  recovered  fifteen  dollars  for  twelve  beeves 
that  had  been  thus  stolen  from  him  and  there  sold,  the  amouat  l)eiug  about  the  aver- 
age price  of  a  single  beef.  While  engaged  in  recovering  this  pitiful  sum,  the  thieves 
crossed  over  again  and  drove  ofl:'  nearly  his  whole  herd.  For  full  particulars  of  his 
case  we  refer  to  his  affidavit  herewith  filed. 

4.  About  the  Ist  of  June,  1875,  a  Spanish  steamer  appeared  oflf  the  mouth  of  the  Rio 
Grande  for  a  cargo  of  cattle  for  the  Cuban  market,  to  be  delivered  under  a  contract 
with  General  Cortina,  who  shortly  after  the  landing  of  the  steamer  appeared  at  Bagdad 
with  a  body-guard  of  some  seventy-tive  armed  men.  Only  about  half  of  the  five  hun 
dred  head  necessary  to  complete  the  cargo  were  ready  for  delivery.  Mr.  Hall,  first 
sergeant  of  Captain  McNally'n  company  of  State  troops,  which  company  Sad  reached 
this  vicinity  but  a  few  days  before,  was  sent  aboard   the  lighter,  an  American  vessel 
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that  was  to  take  beeves  out  to  the  Mteanier,  aud  he  was  charged  to  ascertain  the  brands 
of  the  caMle  shipped  by  Cortina,  and  hefonnd  sixteen  different  American  brands  in  the 
lot  that  be  recognized,  noted  down,  and  reported.  An  inspector  of  customs  of  this  port 
was  also  aboard  the  lighter  on  the  2(\  of  June,  while  she  was  taking  on  cattle  on  the 
Mexican  bank  of  the  Rio  Grande^  and  he  recognized  the  following  persons  among  the 
gnard  of  Cortina,  to  wit : 

Pancho  Lopez,  Guadalupe  Espinosa,  Rafael  Salinas,  Telesfero  Dias,  and  Jos^  Maria 
Olguin,  alias  El  Aguja.  On  Saturday,  the  12th  day  of  June,  Captain  McNally  had  a 
fight  with  a  band  of  cattle-thieves  near  the  old  battle-field  of  Palo  Alto,  about  twelve 
miles  from  Brownsville,  and  about  the  same  distance  from  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande, 
in  which  he  killed  eleven  of  the  thieves,  wounded  three  others,  and  recaptared  from 
them  two  hundred  and  fifty-three  head  qf  stolen  beeves,  of  various  American  brands, 
that  the  thieves  were  driving  in  the  direction  of  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande;  and, 
from  the  fact  that  Pancho  Lopez,  Guadalupe  Espinosa,  and  Rafael  Salinas  were  killed, 
and  Jos^  Maria  Olguin,  El  Aguja,  was  wounded  in  this  action,  and  that  they  had  been 
recognized  with  Coi*tina  during  the  delivery  of  his  contract,  which  was  short  the 
amount  of  the  stolen  herd,  the  evidence  is  irresistible  that  the  thieves  were  sent  over 
by  Cortina  to  steal  the  necessary  number  of  cattle  to  complete  his  contract.  One  of  the 
thieves  killed  by  McNally  was  one  Jack  Ellis,  who  had  been  sentenced  to  the  peniten- 
tiary in  Nueces  County,  but  had  escaped  jail  with  another  of  the  band,  Camilo  Lerma, 
a  notorious  murderer,  both  of  whom  have  been  residing  since  their  escape  at  Mata- 
moros  under  the  legis  of  General  Cortina.  We  annex  certificate  as  to  the  identity  of  the 
thieves  by  the  inspector  of  customs  on  June  2,  and  also  newspaper  accoants  of  the 
fight  of  Captain  McNally  with  the  thieves,  to  which  we  refer  for  particulars.  On 
the  I2th  day  of  Jund  the  body  of  Wm.  F.  MoMahan,  a  peaceable  school-master,  who 
had  left  Brownsville  to  go  to  the  Jarra  ranch,  about  sixty  miles  north  of  this,  to  teach 
school,  was  found  horribly  mutilated,  the  head,  arms,  and  legs  being  severed  from  the 
body  and  scattered  over  the  prairie.  It  is  not  doubted  that  the  band  of  thieves  de- 
stroyed by  McNally  committed  this  horrible  outrage,  as  the  clothes  of  McMahan  were 
recognized  upon  one  of  the  dead  thieves  brought  to  Brownsville  for  identification  and 
interment. 

r68Um6  of  the  evidence. 

From  the  incontestable  facts  presented  in  the  foregoing  report,  there  can  remain  no 
doubt'that  the  crimes  of  cattle-stealing,  robbery,  murder,  and  arson  are  committed  to 
a  fearful  extent  throughout  the  region  of  country  included  in  our  investigations,  as 
well  as  in  many  other  counties  not  included ;  there  can  exist  no  doubt  that  the  thieves 
are  almost  exclusively  Mexicans,  having  their  organization  and  headquarters  in  Mex- 
ico ;  there  is  not  a  x>article  of  doubt  that  vast  numbers  of  stolen  cattle  are  driven  from 
Texas  to  Mexico  for  sale  and  consumption ;  and,  from  the  extent  of  this  traffic,  and 
the  open,  public,  and  notorious  disposition  of  stolen  cattle  in  Mexico,  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  the  Mexican  authorities  are  cognizant  of  the  facts,  and  that  many  of  them 
are  in  complicity  w^ith  the  cattle-thieves. 

CONCLUSION. 

We  have  in  the  foregoing  report  referred  as  briefly  as  possible  to  the  condition  of  our 
frontier,  and  have  cited  the  principle  causes  of  our  troubles.  There  are  many  points 
that  might  have  been  mentioned,  many  others  dwelt  upon  with  greater  detail,  bat 
these  have  lieen  omitted  in  order  that  our  report  might  not  become  so  voluminous  as 
to  weary.  In  conclusion,  we  would  call  the  attention  of  the  government  to  the  reports 
of  the  military  officers  on  this  frontier,  which,  we  are  satisfied,  will  bear  out  the  con- 
clusions at  which  we  have  arrived. 

And,  finally,  we  may  add,  that  it  is  to  the  interest  of  our  government  and  people, 
especially  of  the  people  of  this  frontier,  to  preserve  amicable  relations  with  the  gov- 
ernment and  people  of  the  neighboring  Republic  of  Mexico.  We  have  a  large  trade 
J>aBsing  through  this  frontier  with  that  country,  and  our  commerce,  as  well  as  our 
ocal  industry  in  stock-raising,  has  been  seriously  injured  by  the  continued  disorders 
with  which  we  have  been  afflicted.  It  is  to  the  interest  of  the  manufacturers,  the 
merchants,  and  the  ship-owners  of  the  North,  as  well  as  that  of  the  herdsmen  and  mer- 
chants of  our  own  locality,  that  this  question  should  be  speedily  settled,  and  we  believe 
that  it  can  only  be  settled  by  the  strong  arm  of  our  own  government,  which  we  invoke 
to  act  with  promptness  and  vigor. 

J.  L.  Haynes.  Edward  Downey. 

;  John  S.  Ford.  J.  Galvon. 

William  Neale.  J.  L.  Putegnat. 

G.  M.  Raphael.  R.  B.  Kingsbury. 

F.  J.  Parker.  H.  S.  Rock. 

Wm.  Kelly.  J.  G.  Browne. 

A.  Glavecke.  F.  Yturria. 

M.  Trevino  Garza.    George  Willman. 
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Mr,  Foster  to  Mr.  Fish. 

(Foreign  Relatious,  1876,  p.  402.) 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  May  26, 1876. 

Sir  :  General  Cortina,  who  has  been  a  prisoner  on  parole  in  this  city  for  some  months 
past,  has  recently  escaped  and  joined  the  revolutionists.  In  the  present  disturbed 
state  of  the  country  it  is  to  be  feared  that  be  may  return  to  the  Rio  Grande  frontier 
and  again  beoome  a  source  of  annoyance  to  the  Texas  border. 

I  inclose  a  copy  and  translation  of  his  pronunciamiento,  dat«d  at  a  village  within 
five  miles  of  this  city. 
I  am,  &.C., 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 


[TranBlation.] 
CORTINA^S  PRONUNCIAMIENTO. 

General  John  N,  Cortina  to  the  nation : 

Fkllow-Citizbns  :  Ten  months  ago  the  despotic  government  of  D.  Sebastian  Lierdo 
de  Tejada  tore  me  from  my  home,  where  I  lived  quietly  at  the  side  of  my  family, 
availing  itself,  for  this  purpose,  of  mean  and  miserable  calumnies,  which,  desiring  to 
give  a  varnish  of  legality  to  an  act  really  unauthorized  by  law,  the  government  itself 
put  in  circulation.  Six  months  I  was  in  prison  in  the  capital  of  the  republic,  pending 
the  investigations  which  were  being  instituted,  and  from  which  the  government  could 
not  do  less  than  desist,  convinced  of  the  fruitless  result  of  its  perverse  machinations. 

The  trial  being  abandoned,  I  was  taken  out  of  prison,  the  minister  of  war  ordering 
me  to  remain  in  the  capital,  where  I  spent  three  months  more,  subject  to  an  excessive 
surveillance  from  the  police,  and  with  the  restriction  that  I  should  not  go  even  a 
lea^e  from  the  city. 

This  unjustifiable  excess  of  arbitrary  acts  exercised  against  me  had  no  other  origin 
than  the  caprice  of  the  government,  which,  knowing  my  integrity,  understood  that  it 
could  at  no  time  rely  upon  me  to  make  me  its  accomplice  in  the  efforts  for  the  re-elec- 
tion to  which  it  aspires  with  entire  disregard  of  the  unanimous  will  of  the  people,  who 
reject  it. 

Now  that  I  have  succeeded  in  freeing  myself  from  the  clutches  of  the  tyrant  and  in 
regaining  my  liberty,  I  earnestly  protest  before  the  nation  against  the  outrages  com- 
mitted upon  my  person  by  the  arbitrary  government  of  Sebastian  Lerdo  de  Tejada, 
and  I  assure  you  also  that  I  will  be,  as  ever,  the  defender  of  the  guarantees  which  the 
constitution  of  '57  concedes  to  the  people,  and  which  the  plan  of  Tuxtepec,  proclaimed 
by  the  well-merited  citizen,  General  Porfirio  Diaz,  seeks  to  make  effective,  which  plan 
I  accept  and  second  in  all  its  parts,  and  will  defend  at  all  cost. 

I  invite,  in  the  name  of  the  public  liberties,  all  Mexicans  who  love  their  institutions, 
and  who  in  other  times  have  tbught  with  me  in  defense  of  liberty,  to  rally  around  the 
flag  which  is  unfurled  by  the  well-merited  General  Porfirio  Diaz,  because  it  is  the 
symbol  of  the  constitution  of  '57,  under  whose  shade  alone  can  be  given  to  the  people 
of  Mexico  a  truly  republican  government. 

Viva  la  constitucion  de  '57 !    Viva  el  Ciudadano  General  Porfirio  Diaz,  su  defensor. 

Free  suffrage  and  the  constitution. 

JUAN  N.  CORTINA. 

Azcapotzalco,  May  18, 1876. 


CORRESPONDENCE  RELATING  TO  INDIAN  DEPREDATIONS  ON  THE  MEXI- 
CAN BORDER. 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Nelson. 

(Foreign  Relations,  1871,  p.  607.) 

Department  of  State, 
Washington  f  December  12, 1870. 

Sir  :  A  letter  of  the  7th  instant  has  been  received  at  this  department  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  in  which  it  is  stated  that  the  depredations  committed  by  bands  of 
hostile  Texan  Indians,  chiefly  located  in  the  Guadalupe  Mountains,  upon  the  settle- 
ments of  the  Rio  Grande  from  El  Pi&so  to  Del  Norte,  compel  the  authorization  of  mili- 
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tary  operations  against  tbeni,  which  can  only  be  successfully  carried  on  in  the  winter 
season  and  with  the  co-operation  of  the  Mexican  authorities.  I  inclose  herewith  a 
transcript  of  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  above  referred  to,  and  have  to  request 
that  yon  will  endeavor  to  obtain  the  consent  of  the  national  government  in  the  direc- 
tion indicated.  An  authorization  for  the  government  of  the  Stat«  of  Chihuahua  to 
communicate  and  to  co-operate  directly  with  the  commander  of  the  subdistrict  of  the 
presidio,  whose  headquarters  are  at  Fort  Davis,  Texas,  permitting,  if  need  be,  the 
troops  of  the  United  States  to  follow  the  Indians  into  Mexican  territory,  and  using  the 
Mexican  troops  to  intercept  the  Indians  in  their  flight,  would  seem  to  be  especially 
desirable. 

I  am,  ScCf 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


Mr.  Nehon  to  Mr.  Fish. 

(Foreign  Relations,  1871,  p.  610.) 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 
Mexico f  January  10,  1871. 

Sir  :  On  the  4th  instant  I  addressed  a  note  to  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs,  in 
which  I  inclosed  a  copy  of  your  dispatch  dated  December  12,  1870,  relating  to  the 
depredations  committed  by  bauds  of  hostile  Indians,  chiefly  located  in  the  Guadalupe 
Mountains,  upon  the  settlements  of  the  Rio  Grande  from  Paso  Del  Norte  downward. 
I  also  inclosed  a  copy  of  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  State,  dated  December  7,  1870,  on  the  same  subject.  In  compliance  with  my 
instructions,  I  asked  the  Mexican  Government  to  consent  to  adopt  the  suggestions  of 
the  Secretary  of  War  in  respect  to  the  said  Indians,  and  to  authorize  the  government 
of  the  State  of  Chihuahua  to  communicate  aud  co-operate  with  the  commander  of  the 
subdistrict  of  the  presidio  at  Fort  Davis,  and,  if  necessary,  to  permit  the  troops  of  the 
United  States  to  follow  the  Indians  into  Mexican  territory  and,  with  the  aid  of  the 
Mexican  troops,  to  intercept  the  Indians  in  their  flight.  In  view  of  the  emergency, 
requiring  immediate  action  in  the  premises,  I  invoked  the  favorable  answer  of  the 
Mexican  Government,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 

On  the  7th  instant,  Mr.  Lerdo  replied  that,  desiring  to  co-operate  so  far  as  depends 
npon  the  executive  in  the  plan  proposed  in  my  note  and  the  inclosures,  the  President 
has  decided  to  authorize  the  government  of  the  State  of  Chihuahua  to  communicate 
with  the  commander  of  the  subdistrict  of  the  presidio  at  Fort  Davis,  and  to  co-operate 
with  him  toward  the  success  of  the  proposed  plan,  causing  the  forces  which  the  gov- 
ernor of  Chihuahua  may  employ  for  the  purpose  to  intercept  the  flight  of  and  to  pursue 
the  said  hostile  Indians  who  may  flee  to  Mexican  territory.  With  this  object,  Mr. 
Lerdo  says  he  has  communicated  this  authorization  to  the  governor  of  Chihuahua,  and 
also  to  the  war  department,  recommending  to  the  latter  that,  in  order  to  take  advant- 
age of  the  present  winter  season,  the  said  governor  should  be  charged  to  lend  efficient 
co-operation  to  the  proposed  plan  with  all  the  forces  at  his  dis{>osal.  In  regard  to  the 
permission  for  the  troops  of  the  United  States  to  follow  the  said  Indians  into  Mexican 
territory,  the  secretary  adds  that  the  executive  has  not  the  power  to  grant  it,  as  the 
constitution  of  Mexico  reserves  that  right  to  Congress,  which  is  not  now  in  session,  but 
will  again  meet  on  the  1st  of  April  next,  and  that  if  I  will  then  make  it  known  that 
■nch  permission  is  still  desirable,  the  subject  will,  in  that  case,  be  submitted  to  that 
body. 

In  this  connection  I  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Department  of  State  to 
the  proposition  of  the  Mexican  Government  contained  in  the  note  of  the  secretary  for 
foreign  affairs,  dated  April  16,  1870,  which  was  inclosed  in  my  dispatch  No.  216,  con- 
cerning the  removal  of  certain  fragmentary  bands  of  Indians  from  Mexico  to  their 
proper  reservations  within  the  territory  of  the  United  States.  In  that  note  Mr.  Lerdo 
Baid  that ''  the  Government  of  Mexico  can  co-operate  with  pleasure  in  furthering  the 
object  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  of  America,  an  object  both  just  aud 
humane,  the  preventing  of  the  depredations  which  the  scattered  bands  of  Indians  are 
IB  the  habit  of  committing  on  the  frontier.  This  co-operation  can  consist  in  this, 
that  if  the  Government  of  the  United  States  should  think  proi)er  to  give  notice  of 
the  time  and  place  of  the  arrival  on  the  frontier  of  the  agents  who  may  be  sent  to 
▼isit  and  unite  the  scattered  bands  of  Indians,  the  Government  of  Mexico  would,  at 
the  proper  time,  place  a  force  at  the  point  designated  to  give  to  such  agents  the  aid 
desired.'' 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  during  its  present  session, 
in  the  interests  of  humanity  and  for  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  the  frontier,  will 
nake  the  necessary  appropnation  for  the  removal  of  the  said  Indians  from  the  soil  of 
Mexico  to  their  reservations  within  our  own  territory. 
Tear  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  H.  NELSON. 


200  APPENDIX    B. 

Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Lerdo. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  January  4,  1871. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  incloBe  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  from  the  Secretary  of  State  of 
the  United  Sfatoti,  dated  December  12,  and  also  a  copy  of  a  communication  from  the 
Secretary  of  War  of  the  United  States,  dated  December  7,  both  of  which  relate  to  the 
depredations  comniitt-ed  by  bands  of  hostile  Texan  Indians,  chiefly  located  in  the  Gua- 
dalupe Mountains,  upon  the  settlements  of  the  Rio  Grande,  from  £1  Paso  to  Del  Norte. 

The  Secretary  of  War  states  that  his  department  is  compelled  to  aathorize  military 
operations  against  these  Indians,  which  can  only  be  successfully  carried  on  in  the 
winter  season  ;  that  they  can  be  driven  from  their  hauntii,  but  that  they  will  flee  to 
Mexican  territory,  and  that  therefore  it  becomes  necessary  to  seek  the  co-operation  of 
the  authorities  of  the  Republic  of  Mexico.  The  Secretary  of  War  further  says  that  if 
the  National  Government  of  Mexico  will  authorize  the  government  of  the  State  of  Chi- 
huahua to  communicate  and  co-operate  directly  with  the  commander  of  the  subdis- 
trict  of  the  presidio,  whose  headquarters  are  at  Fort  Davis,  in  the  St^te  of  Texas,  per- 
mitting, if  need  be,  the  troops  of  the  United  States  to  follow  the  Indians  into  Mexican 
territory,  and  using  the  Mexican  troops  to  intercept  the  Indians  in  their  flight,  it  is 
expected  that  a  winter  campaign  will  so  cripple  the  power  and  subdue  the  spirit  of  the 
marauders,  as  to  afford  sensible  relief  from  apprehension  of  danger  and  actual  loss  of 
life  and  property  to  the  exposed  citizens  of  both  countries. 

The  said  Secretary  is  advised  that  the  authorities  of  the  State  of  Chihuahua  are 
favorably  disposed  toward  the  plan  indicated,  and  that  if  the  necessary  order  and  aa- 
thority  can  be  obtained  without  delay,  for  their  direct  co-operation,  it  will  enable  the 
operations  to  be  pursued  this  present  winter. 

In  compliance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Department  of  State  of  the  United  States,  I 
respectfully  request  that  your  excellency's  government  will  consent  to  adopt  the  sugges- 
tions of  the  Secretary  of  War  in  respect  to  the  said  Indians,  and  to  authorize  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  State  of  Chihuahua  to  communicate  and  co-operate  with  the  commander 
of  the  snbdistrict  of  the  presidio,  at  Fort  Davis,  and,  if  necessary,  to  permit  the  troops 
of  the  United  States  to  follow  the  Indians  into  Mexican  territory,  and  with  the  aid  of 
the  Mexican  troops  to  intercept  the  Indians  in  their  flight. 

In  view  of  the  emergency  which  requires  immediate  action  in  the  premises,  I  beg 
leave  to  invoke  the  favorable  answer  of  your  excellency's  government  with  as  little 
delay  as  possible. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c., 

.      THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


Mr,  Lerdo  to  Mr.  Xehon. 
[Tranelation.] 

Department  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

Mexico,  January  7,  1871. 

Sir  :  I  have  t^ie  honor  to  reply  to  your  excellency's  note  of  the  4th  instant,  with 
which  you  sent  me  annexed  copies  of  a  dispatch  from  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State 
and  of  a  note  from  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
dated  respectively  the  r2th  and  the  7th  of  December  last,  both  relating  to  the  depre- 
dations committed  by  bands  of  hostile  Texan  Indians,  chiefly  located  in  the  Guadalupe 
Mountains,  upon  the  settlements  of  the  Rio  Grande  from  Paso  del  Norte  downward. 

In  these  two  notes  the  necessity  is  set  forth  of  undertaking  military  operations 
against  those  hostile  Indians,  which  can  only  be  successfully  carried  on  it  the  winter 
season  ;  the  probability  that,  on  being  pursued,  those  hostile  Indians  would  take  refuge 
in  Mexican  territory ;  the  necessity  of  seeking  the  co-operation  of  the  authorities  of  the 
State  of  Chihuahua ;  the  convenience  of  their  being  authorized  by  the  national  govern- 
ment of  Mexico  to  communicate  and  co-operate  with  the  commander  of  the  subdistrict 
of  the  presidio,  whose  headcjuarters  are  at  Fort  Davis,  in  the  State  of  Texas,  permitting, 
if  need  be,  the  troops  of  the  United  States  of  America  to  follow  these  hostile  Indians 
into  Mexican  territory,  and  using  the  Mexican  troops  to  intercept  them  in  their  flighty 
and  the  information  had  that  the  authorities  of  the  State  of  Chihuahua  are  favoraoly 
disposed  toward  the  plan  indicated. 

Desiring  to  co-operate,  so  far  as  depends  upon  the  executive  of  Mexico,  in  the  plan 
proposed  in  your  excellency's  note  and  its  inclosures,  the  president  l^as  decided  to  au- 
thorize the  government  of  the  State  of  Chihuahua  to  communicate  with  the  commander 
of  the  subdistrict  of  the  presidio,  whose  headquarters  are  at  Fort  Davis,  Texas,  and  to 
co-operate  with  him  toward  the  success  of  the  proposed  plan,  causing  the  forces  which 
the  said  governor  of  the  State  of  Chihuahua  may  employ  for  the  purpose  to  intercept' 
the  flight  of  and  to  pursue  the  sai^  hostile  Indians  who  may  flee  to  Mexican  territory. 
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With  this  object  I  commnnicate  this  aathorization  to  the  governor  of  the  State  of 
Chihuahaa,  and  also  to  the  War  Department,  recommending  to  the  latter  that,  in  order 
to  take  advanta^  of  the  present  winter  season,  it  immediately  charge  the  said  gover- 
nor to  lend  efficient  co-operation  to  the  proposed  plan  with  all  the  forces  at  his  dis- 
posal. 

As  to  the  permission  for  the  troops  of  the  United  States  of  America  to  follow  the 
hostile  Indians  who  may  flee  into  Mexican  Derritory,  the  executive  has  not  the  facnlty 
to  grant  this  permission,  as  the  constitution  of  Mexico  reserves  it  to  Congress,  which  is 
not  now  in  session,  hut  will  again  meet  on  the  first  of  April  next.  Therefore,  if  your 
excellency  shall  then  make  known  that  such  permission  is  still  desirable,  it  will  in  that 
case  be  submitted  to  Congress. 
I  have  the  honor,  dec, 

S.  LERDO  DE  TEJADA. 


Mr.  Fish  to  Mr,  NeUon, 

(Foreign  Relations,  1871,  p.  616.) 

No.  136.]  Department  op  State, 

WashingtoHy  February  7,  1871. 

Sir  :  I  transmit  a  copy  of  the  reply  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  letter  of  this  de- 
partment, which  was  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  your  dispatch,  No.  336,  of  the  10th 
ultimo,  relative  to  Indian  affairs.    It  will  be  noticed  that  tne  Secretary  of  War  deems 
it  advisable  that  the  required  consent  of  the  Mexican  Congress  to  the  entrance  of  United 
States  troops  into  that  republic,  near  the  frontier,  for  the  purpose  referred  to,  should 
be  obtained.    You  will,  consequently,  adopt  such  measures  for  that  purpose  as  may 
aeem  to  you  proper  and  likely  to  be  successful.     In  a  matter,  however,  which  must,  if 
not  judiciously  managed,  wound  the  sensibilities  of  a  people  so  averse  to  anything  like 
an  invasion  of  their  soil  by  foreigners,  it  will  be  necessary  to  move  with  great  delicacy 
and  cantion,  not  merely  with  a  view  to  compass  the  object  desired,  but  to  avoid  giving 
offense  by  even  proposing  it.    ConGdence,  however,  is  reposed  in  your  discretion. 
I  am,  dLC.f 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


Mr,  Nelson  to  Mr,  Fish, 

(Foreign  Relations,  1871,  p.  634.) 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

MexicOj  Jpril  29,  1871. 

Sir  :  Pursuant  to  the  letter  and  the  spirit  of  the  instructions  contained  in  your  dis- 
patch No.  136,  and  consequently  bearing  in  mind  the  delicacy  of  the  request  in  the 
present  critical  aspect  of  Mexican  politics,  I  addressed,  on  the  12th  instant,  an  unoffi- 
cial note  to  Mr.  Aspiroz,  asking  the  opinion  of  the  Mexican  Government  as  to  the 
feasibility  of  its  submitting  to  the  national  Congress  at  this  time  the  question  of  au- 
thorizing the  passage  of  our  troops  into  Mexican  territory  in  pursuit  of  hostile  Indians. 

Upon  the  20th  instant  Mr.  Aspiroz  replied  that  the  executive  had  taken  the  subject 
into  consideration,  and  had  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  the  present  time  would  not 
be  a  favorable  occasion  for  submitting  such  a  proposition  with  any  reasonable  chance 
of  success.    A  copy  and  translation  of  this  note  is  herewith  annexed. 

On  the  same  date,  Mr.  Aspiroz  addressed  me  another  note,  containing  the  tragical 

Particulars  of  the  murder,  on  the  4th  ultimo,  of  Mr.  Charles  Keerl  and  party  by  savage 
Qdians  in  the  State  of  Chihuahua,  and  inclosing  a  report  upon  the  same  subject  from 
the  governor  of  that  State  to  the  minister  of  war.  Mr.  Aspiroz  deplores,  and  appar- 
ently with  good  reason,  that  a  combined  movement  of  American  and  Mexican  troops 
had  not  taken  place  in  time  to  prevent  this  invasion. 

On  the  25th  instant  I  replied  to  Mr.  Aspiroz,  acknowledging  receipt  of  his  dispthtches, 
and  promising  to  transmit  them  with  their  inclosures  to  my  government. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 
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Mr.  Nehon  to  Mr,  Aspiroz. 

[UnoffioiaL] 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexicoy  April  12,  1871. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  Referring  to  my  uote  of  January  4,  and  to  the  reply  of  the  Mexican 
department  of  foreign  affairs,  dated  January  7, 1871,  in  which  your  department  informs 
me  that  ''if,  on  the  reassembling  of  Congress  on  the  1st  of  April,  it  should  still  be 
deemed  desirable  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  that  permission  should  be 
granted  by  the  Mexican  Congress  for  the  troops  of  the  United  States  to  cross  the  Mexi- 
can frontier  in  pursuit  of  hostile  Indians,  the  President  will  submit  the  matter  to  Con- 
fress,"  I  have  to  state  that  my  government  would  still  desire  such  permission  if  it  can 
e  obtained  without  exciting  sensibilities  which  it  has  no  disposition  to  wound.  I  woold 
therefore  respectfully  ask  the  opinion  of  the  Mexican  Government  as  to  the  feasibility 
of  referring  the  matter  to  the  Mexican  Congress  during  the  present  session,  with  the 
hope  of  a  speedy  and  favorable  decision  by  that  body. 
Very  truly  and  faithfully,  yours, 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


Mr,  Aapiroz  to  Mr.  Nehon. 
[Translation,  j 

Department  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

Mexico,  ApHl  20, 1871. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  excellency's  note  dated  the  12th  instant,  in  allusion  to  that  of 
this  department  of  the  7th  of  Janaarv  last,  concerning  the  permission  solicited  by  the 
Oovemment  of  the  United  States  of  America  for  the  passage  of  its  troops  into  Mexican 
territoiy  in  pursuit  of  the  savage  Indians,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  to  your  excellency 
that  this  government  has  lately  taken  into  consideration  the  question  whether  it  would 
be  expedient  to  snbmit  this  subject  to  Congress,  in  accordance  with  the  desire  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  Stateis,  as  manifested  by  your  excellency  in  your  said  note, 
and  has  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  the  present  would  not  be  the  most  fitting  occa- 
sion to  solicit  such  permission  from  Congress  with  any  well-founded  hope  of  obtaining 
a  prompt  and  favorable  decision. 

The  Mexican  Government  duly  appreciates  the  delicacy  with  which  that  of  the  United 
States  has  again  broached  this  subject,  giving  the  assurance,  through  the  worthy  me- 
dium of  yonr  excellency,  that  it  would  wish  to  obtain  the  said  permission,  if  it  could 
be  done  without  exciting  susceptibilities  which  it  has  no  desire  to  wound ;  and  it  (the 
Mexican  Government)  expected  no  less,  knowing  as  it  does  the  sincere  friendship  that 
hAppily  binds  together  the  two  governments. 

Tne  Mexican  Government  has  the  satisfaction  of  having  done  what  it  could  within 
the  sphere  of  its  facilities  for  the  reciprocal  defense  and  security  of  the  United  States 
of  Mexico  and  the  United  States  of  America,  npon  that  part  of  the  divisory  line  that 
is  most  exposed  to  the  aggressions  of  the  savage  Indians,  by  acceding  to  the  desire  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  of  America,  transmitted  by  your  excellency  in 
your  note  of  the  4th  of  January  last,  for  the  combination  of  military  operations  be- 
tween the  forces  of  the  State  of  Chihuahua  and  those  of  the  subdistrict  of  the  pre- 
sidio, in  the  State  of  Texas ;  although,  for  some  unknown  reason,  the  commander  of 
Fort  Davis  had  not  yet  been  able  to  come  to  an  understanding  with  the  governor  of 
•Chihuahua  up  to  the  18th  of  March  last,  as  your  excellency  will  please  to  observe  in 
my  note  on  that  subject  and  its  inclosnres,  which  I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  sepa- 
rately. 

Tms  government  judges  that  when  once  an  agreement  shall  have  been  effected  for 
the  combination  of  the  operations  of  both  forces,  the  pursuit  of  the  Indians  can  be 
successfully  undertaken,  and  the  neighboring  settlements  of  the  two  countries  will  be 
freed  from  the  hostilities  of  the  savages. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  excellency's  obedient  servant, 

MANUEL  ASPIROZ. 
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Mr,  Nehon  to  Mr.  Fish. 

(Foreign  RelatioDs,  1871,  p.  643.) 

Lkgation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico f  June  2,  1871. 

Sir  :  I  herewith  transmit  a  copy  of  a  communication  from  William  Schnchardt,  esq., 
onr  commercial  agent  at  Piedran  Negras,  addressed  to  B.  J.  Gautier,  esq.,  our  vice-con- 
sul at  Matamoros,  in  response  to  certain  inquiries  which  I  directed  to  the  latter,  con- 
oerning  Indian  depredations  on  the  northern  frontier.  ^ 

Yours,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


Mr.  Schuchardt  to  Mr.  Gautier. 

United  States  Commercial  Agency, 

Piedras  Negras j  Mexico,  May  6,  1871. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  dated  March  23 
1371,  asking  for  information  in  regard  to  depredations  on  this  frontier,  committed  by 
Indians  from  Mexico,  and  in  reply  I  have  to  state  as  follows: 

A  great  many  of  these  depredations  on  the  Texas  frontier,  there  is  no  doubt,  are 
committed  by  Kickapoo,  Lipan,  and  Mescalero  Indians,  living  off  a  short  distance  from 
the  Rio  Grande,  and,  so  to  speak,  under  the  protection  of  the  Mexican  authorities,  they 
sanctioning  the  sale  of  stolen  animals  by  these  Indians,  and  allowing  the  citizens  to 
trade  with  and  supply  the  murdering  and  marauding  savages  with  ammunition  and 
other  things  they  need  for  making  new  raids  into  the  settlements  of  a  friendly  country, 
^me  time  in  December  last  a  band  of  Mescaleros  crossed  the  Rio  Grande,  at  some 
place  above  here,  into  Texas;  stole  down  the  country  for  about  thirty-five  miles,  where 
they  at  once  commenced  their  depredations,  killing  a  Mr.  Adams,  together  with  two 
yaqueros ;  stole  all  the  horses  in  the  vicinity ;  from  there  went  up  the  country,  attacked 
a  Mexican  cart-train  on  the  main  road  from  Eagle  Pass  to  San  Antonio,  took  every- 
thing belonging  to  the  train,  and  captured  a  little  boy  who  had  hiddeu  himself  near 
the  said  train.  Thence  they  went  to  Mr.  Spear's  rancho,  situated  on  the  San  Antonio 
road,  crossing  the  Turkey  Creek,  where  they  took,  in  bright  daylight,  out  of  Mr.  Spear's 
pen  all  the  horses  they  could  find.  The  Indians  wearing  hats  and  other  apparel  of  civ- 
ilized people,  the  inhabitants  of  the  rancho  for  some  time  took  them  for  cattle-drivers, 
and  when  they  became  aware  of  their  mistake  had  hardly  time  enough  to  escape  into 
the  bushes  which  surround  the  rancho. 

The  Kickapoo  Indians,  who,  since  the-yeAr4863or  1864,  live  near  Santa  Rosa,  Mexico, 
about  one  hundred  miles  from  here,  also  make  their  raids  into  Texas,  leaving  the 
ranches  of  Western  Texas  for  the  distance  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  from  the 
Rio  Grande  bare  of  good  horses.  Several  times  the  owners  have  gone  to  Santa  Rosa  to 
elaim  their  property,  knowing  it  to  be  there  and  already  sold  to  citizens  of  that  place, 
and  in  some  instances  they  succeeded  in  obtaining  their  property,  but  in  others,  where 
the  horses  or  mules  were  found  in  the  possession  of  influential  men  of  the  village,  the 
delivery  of  them  was  refused. 

The  Mexican  accomplices  of  these  Kickapoos  seeing  that  stolen  horses  were  followed 
ap  to  Santa  Rosa  by  the  owners,  they  thought  that  place  no  longer  safe,  and  aocord- 
ingly  take  the  animals  traded  from  the  Indians  further  into  the  interior  towns,  where 
they  have  a  ready  market  for  any  quantity  of  stolen  property  and  any  number  of 
stolen  stock. 

I  am  informed  that  in  Saltillo,  Parras,  and  Alamo  de  Parras  there  is  an  immense 
number  of  valuable  American  horses  obtained  through  the  raids  into  Texas  by  the 
Kickapoos,  the  Indians  knowing  very  well  that,  once  across  the  Rio  Grande  into  Mexi- 
<;an  territory,  they  are  out  of  the  reach  of  their  pursuers,  and  so  always  escape  pun- 
ishment. 

In  many  instances  the  Indians  stepped  out  of  the  river  on  the  Mexican  side  when 
their  pursuers  arrived  at  the  bank  of  the  river  on  the  Texas  side,  being  mocked  at  by 
the  Indians,  safe  in  a  territory  where  they  could  not  be  followed.  Among  the  men 
here,  all  sympathizing  with  these  Indians  and  their  acts  against  the  people  of  Texas, 
there  is  one  who  credited  to  a  Lipan  some  $20  worth  of  ammunition  and  other  things, 
to  be  paid  to  him  by  the  Indian  with  the  spoils  of  the  raid  the  Indian  was  then  to 
make  with  others  into  Texas,  and,  sure  enough,  after  some  time,  the  man  was  paid  by 
the  Indian  with  a  Spencer  carbine  belonging  to  the  United  States.  The  Indian  related 
in  a  mocking  way  to  a  crowd  of  Mexicans,  listening  with  great  interest,  how  he  had 
followed  for  some  time  a  party  of  United  States  soldiers  going  up  the  country,  and 
how  he  at  last  succeeded  in  cutting  off  one  soldier,  who  had  strayed  a  short  distaooe 
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from  the  command,  and  how  this  man  be^i^ged  him  to  spare  his  life,  offering  up  arms, 
horse,  and  all  that  he  had,  bnt  how  he,  however,  killed  him  and  took  everything  from 
him ;  the  Mexicans  listening  to  the  Lipan's  story  all  through  as  if  it  had  been  a  very 
funny  trick. 

Here  can  be  seen  the  unfriendly  feelings  of  the  Mexicans  toward  their  American 
neighbors,  manifesting  joy  at  the  misfortunes  causeil  by  raids  of  a  cruel  savage  enemy 
from  Mexico.  In  conclusion,  I  inclose  a  slip  cutout  of  the  San  Antonio  Herald;  the 
contents  only  confirm  my  statements. 

Besides  the  raids  of  the  Indians  at  peace  in  Mexico,  are  those  of  the  Mexicans,  who 
are  doing  a  wholesale  cattle-stealing  in  Texas,  and  after  once  reaching  the  Mexican 
side  with  their  plunder,  offer  openly  and  undisturbed,  at  very  low  prices,  the  stolen 
cattle,  and  there  is  no  authority  who  interferes  in  this  traffic,  except  when  the  owners 
of  the  stolen  property  follow  the  thieves  over  to  Mexico ;  then  the  authorities  are 
obliged  to  interfere,  and  after  half  the  stolen  cattle  is  absorbed  in  costs  of  herding  the 
sameiy  dLC,  the  cattle  are  given  back  to  their  owners  ;  but  there  is  always  shown  an 
indisposition  on  the  part  of  the  authorities  to  do  justice  to  an  honest  foreigner  against 
a  thieving  Mexican.  I  never  heard  yet  that  cattle-thieves  were  punished,  even  when 
detected,  oeyond  a  few  days  in  prison,  and  they  get  out  to  commit  the  same  crime 
again,  but  with  more  precaution. 

It  seems  that  the  authorities  consider  the  n  on -realization  of  profit  and  the  loss  of  the 
stolen  cattle  sufficient  punishment  for  these  villains,  as  the  crime  was  merely  com- 
mitted against  a  gringoj  as  they  call  the  Americans,  in  the  excess  of  their  patriotic 
feelings. 

A  >u)xican  criminal  is  here  considered  as  entitled  to  more  consideration  than  an  hon- 
est Texan,  who  is  nearly  driven  to  desperation  through  the  continual  snffering  from 
Mexican  outlaws,  and  they  are  excusable  in  some  measure  when  they  take  justice  into 
their  own  hands. 

There  is  now  a  man  in  prison  at  this  place  for  st'Caling  cattle,  who,  only  a  few  months 
ago,  was  surprised  in  the  same  crime  fourteen  leagues  below  this  place,  in  the  Presidio 
de  Hio  Grande,  crossing  stolen  cattle  over  the  river.    He  succeeded  in  escaping  to  this 

fdace  and  there  uever  was  any  demand  made  for  him.  He  had  lived  in  Texas  for  the 
ast  five  or  six  years  and  came  here  last  year  as  a  fngitive  from  justice,  having  killed 
a  man  near  San  Antonio,  Te^as ;  besides  this  murder,  he  was  implicated  either  as  prin- 
cipal or  accessory  in  four  or  five  others.  Such  men  are  running  at  large  in  all  the 
frontier  towns  of  Mexico,  a  small  river  being  their  safeguard  against  the  laws  they  so 
often  violate,  and  which  they  will  continue  to  do,  encouraged  by  having  escaped  all 
punishment  heretofore. 
Yours  &-C. 

WILLIAM  SCHUCHARDT, 

United  States  Commercial  JgenU 


Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Nelson. 

(Foreign  Relations,  1871,  p.  644.) 

Department  of  State, 

Washington  y  June  26,  1871. 

Sir  :  Your  dispatch  No.  409,  of  the  2d  instant,  relative  to  depredations  of  Indians 
from  Mexico  across  the  frontier  of  Texas,  has  been  received.  The  frequency  of  those 
raids,  the  serious  losses  which  they  occasion,  and  the  impnnity  of  their  perpetrators, 
merit  grave  consideration  on  the  part  of  this  government.  It  is  presumed  that  any 
remonstrances  which  may  be  addressed  to  the  Mexican  Government  upon  the  subject 
would  have  little  or  no  effect.  You  may,  however,  say  nnofficially  that  it  may  become 
onr  duty  at  least  to  weigh  the  expediency  of  pursuing  the  hostile  Indians  into  Mexico, 
without  the  consent  of  that  government,  if  it  shall  not  adopt  measures  toward  check- 
ing the  robberies  referred  to. 
I  am.  ifec. 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


Mr.  Davis  to  Mr.  Nelson. 

(Foreign  Relations,  1871,  p.  647.) 

No.  178.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington^  August  7,  1871. 

Sir  :  I  transmit  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  1st  instant,  and  of  the  accompanying  papers, 
addressed  to  this  department  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior.  They  relate  to  an 
abortive  attempt  recently  made  by  officers  of   that  department  toward  removing 
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thoee  of  the  Kickapoo  tribe  of  Indians  who  dwell  in  Mexico  to  the  abode  of  their 
brethren  in  this  country.  It  seems  that  the  attempt  was  defeated  by  the  opposition  of 
Mexican  authorities.  Mr.  Delano  requests  that  the  consent  of  the  Mexican  Qovem- 
ment  may  be  obtained  to  our  entrance  into  the  territory  of  that  republic  whenever  it 
may  be  necessary  to  do  so  for  the  purpose  indicated.  A  similar  request  was  some  time 
since  made  to  the  War  Department,  and  you  were  instructed  to  make  application  U> 
the  Mexican  Government  accordingly.  This  department  understands  that  that  appli- 
cation was  not  favorably  received,  and  was  not  acceded  to.  If  you  should  be  oi  the 
opinion  that  another  effort  to  that  end  might  have  a  better  result,  based  upon  the  doc- 
nments  now  transmitted,  you  will  make  it,  and  report  upon  the  subject. 
I  am,  &c.,  * 

J.  C.  B.  DAVIS. 


[Inclosare.] 
Mr,  Deluno  to  Mr,  Fisk, 

Department  op  the  Interior, 
Waahiiigtan,  D.  C,  Augu%i  1,  1871. 

Sir  :  Before  and  during  the  war,  portions  of  the  Kickapoo  tribe  of  Indians  of  the 
United  States  removed  into  Mexican  territory.  Understanding  it  to  be  desirable  for 
them  to  be  returned  and  remitted  with  the  tribe  to  which  they  belong  in  the  United 
States,  Congress  during  its  last  session  made  an  appropriation  of  125,000  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  their  return. 

To  accomplish  this  object,  Mr.  Miles  was  some  time  since  appointed  agent  by  the 
Indian  Office,  and  directed  to  visit  the  Kickapoos  in  Mexico,  and  bring  them  back  to 
that  portion  of  the  tribe  remaining  in  the  United  States.  On  his  arrival  in  Mexico  he 
found  himself  embarrassed  by  the  Mexiciin  authorities  and  Mexican  people,  who  seemed 
opposed  to  the  return  of  the  Kickapoos  to  the  United  States.  A  copy  of  Agent  Miles's 
letter,  addressed  to  Superintendent  Hoag,  dated  June  7,  1871,  is  herewith  inclosed, 
together  with  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  Commissioner  Parker,  transmitting  the  same  to  this 
office.    This  cprrespondeuce  furnishes  full  information  in  regard  to  this  question. 

Since  the  writing  of  his  letter,  Agent  Miles  has  returned  to  Mr.  Hoag's  superintend- 
ency,  finding  himself  unable  to  accomplish  the  object  of  his  mission,  ft  is  not  deemed 
advisable  at  present  for  this  department  to  abandon  the  effort  to  bring  the  Mexican 
Kickapoos  back  to  the  United  States,  but  it  is  impossible  to  accomplish  this  object 
without  the  co-operation  of  the  Mexican  authorities. 

I  have  the  honor,  therefore,  to  respectfully  request  that  you  cause  the  Mexican  Gov- 
ernment to  be  fully  informed  upon  the  subject  embraced  in  this  note,  and  that  yon  will 
obtain,  if  possible,  the  authority  of  that  government  for  the  United  States  to  enter 
Mexican  territory,  whenever  it  may  be  necessary  to  do  so,  and  do  such  things  as  may 
be  required  in  removing  the  Indians  referred  to  to  the  United  States,  so  that  if  it  shall 
be  finally  decided  to  be  the  policy  of  the  government  to  return  them,  there  may  be  no 
obstacles  interposed  by  the  Mexican  Government  or  Mexican  people  in  accomplishing 
that  object. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  DELANO, 
Secretary, 

Hon.  Hamilton  Fish, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Neleon  to  Mr.  FUh. 

(Foreign  Relations,  1871,  p.  655.) 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

MexioOf  Auguet  30,  1871. 

Sir  :  This  morning  I  received  your  dispatch  No.  178,  concerning  the  recent  abortive 
attempt  of  officers  connected  with  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  toward  removing  frag- 
mentary bands  of  Kickapoo  Indians,  now  iu  Mexico,  to  their  appropriate  reservation 
within  our  own  terrirory.  I  immediately  sought  an  interview  with  the  minister  of  for- 
eign affairs,  and  communicated  to  him  substantially  the  contents  of  the  said  dispatch  and 
the  inclosures  thereof.  H«  had  not  been  informed  of  the  improper  interference  of  the 
local  authorities  at  Santa  Rosa  in  thwarting  the  views  of  our  Indian  agent,  Mr.  Miles, 
and  expressed  much  surprise  at  their  conduct.  He  promised  to  prevent,  if  possible,  in 
the  future,  any  such  intervention  on  the  part  of  government  or  state  officials.    Mr. 
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Mariscal  having  but  recently  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  minister  of 
forei^  affairs,  did  not  appear  to  be  familiar  with  the  correspondence  between  this 
legation  and  the  Mexican  Grovernment  on  this  important  subject,  but  said  that  he 
wonld  make  it  a  special  study,  with  a  view  to  another  conference  with  me  at  an  early 
day.  He  assured  me  that  the  Mexican  Government  wonld  present  no  obstacle  in  the 
way  of  the  fulfillment  of  the  humane  and  peaceful  policy  of  our  government  toward 
these  Indians,  who  are  temporarily  residing  in  Mexico.  Mr.  Mariscal  said  that  he 
wonld  confer  with  the  President  in  regard  to  the  most  feasible  method  of  aiding  our 
government  in  the  matter  of  removing  the  said  Indians,  and  expressed  the  opinion 
that,  the  Presidential  election  being  over,J;here  would  now  be  no  great  difficulty  in 
procnring  the  sanction  of  Congress  to  an  act  authorizing  the  passage  of  oor  troops 
across  the  frontier  for  the  purposes  indicated  in  your  dispatches. 

During  the  interview,  I  again  called  Mr.  MaViscal's  attention  to  the  constantly- 
increasing  depredations  of  Indians  from  Mexico  across  the  frontier  of  Texas,  and  the 
atrocities  and  outrages  committed  by  them  with  perfect  impunity;  and  said  to  him, 
in  the  language  of  your  dispatch  No.  172,  that  it  might  become  the  dnty  of  our  govern- 
ment at  least  to  weigh  the  expediency  of  pursuing  these  hostile  Indians  into  Mexico 
without  the  consent  of  that  government,  if  it  should  not  adopt  measures  toward  check- 
ing the  depredations  referred  to.  Mr.  Mariscal  replied  that  the  Mexican  Government 
had  not  the  power,  without  the  authority  of  Congress,  to  permit  the  entrance  of  for- 
eign troops  upon  Mexican  soil ;  but  that  if  it  should  become  an  im]>erious  necessity  for 
our  troops  to  pnrsue  savage  and  hostile  Indians  from  our  territory  into  Mexico,  he 
assured  me,  as  he  said,  unofficially,  that  the  Mexican  Government,  in  his  opinion^ 
wonld  not  seriously  complain. 

I  beg  leave  again  to  call  attention  to  the  proposition  of  the  Mexican  Government, 
inclosed  in  my  dispatch  No.  216,  and  also  to  my  dispatch  No.  336,  of  January  10,  1871. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  a  communication  from  our  consul  at  Monterey, 
dated  August  8,  1871,  in  regard  to  the  council  at  Santa  Ropa,  and  also  a  copy  of  a  com- 
munication from  oar  commercial  agent  at  Piedras  Negras,  on  the  same  subject.  The 
latter  inclosed  a  very  interesting  report  from  Mr.  Miles,  our  agent,  the  substance  of 
which  has  doubtless  been  communicated  to  the  Indian  Department. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Xehon. 

(Foreign  Relations,  1872,  p.  348.) 

Dkpartmext  of  State, 

Washington,  October  31, 1871. 

Sir  :  I  transmit  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  of  the  26th  ultimo,  addressed  to  this  department 
by  Charles  Winslow,  esq.,  commercial  agent  of  the  United  States  at  Guerrero,  Mexico. 
It  relates  to  a  recent  attack  by  Indians  from  Mexico  upon  plantations  in  Texas,  near 
the  border. 

It  may  be  difficult  for  the  Mexican  Government,  under  existing  circumstances,  to 
prevent  such  incursions,  but  it  is  expected  that  every  practicable  effort  will  be  made 
for  that  purpose. 

You  may  exercise  your  discretion  as  to  the  time  and  the  manner  of  bringing  the  sub- 
ject to  the  notice  of  that  government. 
I  am,  <&c., 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


[lucIcMrare.] 

Mr.  Winslow  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

Commercial  Agenxy,  United  States, 

Gmrrero,  Mexico^  September  26^  1871. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  that,  on  the  18th  instant,  a  party  of  about  seventy-five  Indians^ 
supposed  to  be  Comanches,  made  a  sudden  descent  upon  the  ranches  contiguous  to 
L^edo,  in  Webb  County,  Texas,  near  to  the  high  road  leading  from  that  place  to  San 
Antonio.  A  party  of  Indians  first  attacked  the  ranch  of  Rafall  Arispe,  fifteen  leagues^ 
from  Laredo,  on  t-he  road  to  San  Antonio,  called  the  Pintas.  Here  they  carrie<l  ofl'.  aa 
captives,  two  children  ff  Cecilio  Beneve<lip,  and  one  of  Siriac  Gonzales,  Imth  of 
Guerrero.     They  also  stole  fifty  tame  horfies,  and  burned  some  t  uthonses,  and   killed 
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a  great  many  cattle.  The  inbabitaDts  betook  themselves  to  the  houses,  and  were  not 
attacked.  They  next  proceeded  to  the  Alamito,  the  ranch  of  Benito  Garcia,  a  citizen 
of  Laredo,  and  destroyed  a  flock  of  sheep  belonging  to  Refugio  Benevidis,  of  Laredo,, 
and  murdered  two  shepherds.  From  thence  they  proceeded  to  the  Bessero,  the  ranch 
of  Cassimero  Benevidis,  and  stole  twenty-five  horses.  The  people,  terrified,  fled  to  a 
house,  and  shut  themselves  in;  but,  unfortunately,  one  boy  was  overtaken,  and  killed 
by  two  pistol-shots. 

The  fourth  ranch  attacked  was  that  of  Antonio  Sanches,  about  three  leagues  farther 
on.  Here  they  carried  off*  all  the  tame  horses  on  the  ranch,  amounting  to  one  hun- 
dred. 

The  only  person  in  the  ranch  at  the  time  was  a  woman,  but  she  alone,  with  a  rifle, 
fought  the  Indians,  and  succeeded  in  severely  wounding  one  of  them,  who  was  carried 
off*  by  his  companions,  and  was  afterward  found  dead.  Here  the  Indians  divided  into 
two  parties.  The  larger  party  crossed  the  Nueces  River,  and  are  at  present  attacking 
the  ranches  on  the  Rio  Frio  and  the  Atascosa  Creeks,  in  Bexar  County,  and  commit- 
ting depredations,  of  which  we  know  nothing  certain  at  present. 

The  other  party  retraced  their  steps  with  their  stolen  booty,  making  a  circuit  near 
the  Nueces  River;  from  thence  started  for  the  Rio  Grande  River,  and  attacked  the 
ranch  of  Jos^  Maria  Rodrigues,  carrying  off  a  large  number  of  horses.  Near  the  lat- 
ter ranch  General  Quiroga,  of  Laredo,  was  attacked  by  them  while  measuring  a  tract 
of  land  with  eight  men,  but  succeeded  in  warding  off  the  attack,  as  his  party  were 
well  armed  with  rifles.  In  the  Cerietos  Blancos,  five  leagues  farther  on,  they  stole  five 
horses,  and  captured  a  mule  saddled  and  with  arms  from  a  ranchero,  whom  they  mur- 
dered. 

At  a  short  distance  above  Laredo  the  same  party  attacked  the  Sous  ranch  of  Nich- 
olas Sanchez,  killing  one  of  the  shepherds  and  wounding  another  mortally  with  two 
arrow-shots  that  penetrated  his  body.  The  woman  and  children  shut  themselves  up 
in  their  houses  and  were  not  attacked.  The  Indians  then  recrossed  the  Rio  Grande 
into  Mexico  with  their  stolen  horses. 

An  eye-witness  describes  them  as  a  part  wearing  blue  woolen  pants  and  purple 
Jackets,  and  the  reat  as  dressed  in  the  usual  Indian  costume.  They  are  known  to  have 
been  well  armed  with  rifles,  as  they  left  behind  in  the  Pintas,  the  first  ranch  they  at- 
tacked, a  considerable  quantity  of  ammunition.  Their  chief  object  seems  to  have 
been  to  obtain  horses  with  which  to  mount  a  larger  force  to  make  new  raids.  Large 
flocks  of  sheep  pasture  over  that  district  of  the  country  into  which  the  Indians  have 
recently  entered,  and  the  farmers  who  are  at  present  engaged  in  shearing  are  in  fear 
of  a  general  uprising  of  the  Indians,  and  ask  for  aid,  as  there  is  no  adequate  force  to 
protect  them  at  present. 

I  would  suggest  that  a  large  force  of  cavalry  be  stationed  along  the  Rio  Grande, 
as  there  is  no  security  to  property  below  from  the  cattle-thieves  who  cross  over  from 
Mexico  and  carry  ofl"  thousands  of  cattle  every  month,  and  farther  up  the  river  from 
hostile  Indians  who  cross  over  also  from  Mexico  and  destroy  every  year  lives  and  prop- 
erty. 

Due  representation  should  be  made  to  the  Mexican  Crovernment  to  put  a  stop  to  the 
evils  that  now  exist. 

I  have  stated  the  facts  as  far  as  they  have  come  to  my  knowledge,  and  submit  them 
to  your  consideration. 
I  am,  <&c., 

CHARLES  WIN8L0W, 
Commercial  Agent  of  the  United  States. 


Mr,  Hunter  to  Mr,  Nehon. 

(Foreign  Relations,  1872,  p.  350 

Department  of  State, 

Waehingtonj  November  7,  1871. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  the  instruction  to  yon.  No.  195,  of  the  31st  ultimo.  I  transmit 
a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  4th  instant,  addressed  to  this  department  by  the  Secretary  of 
War,  to  whom  a  transcript  of  the  dispatch  from  the  commercial  agent  at  Guerrero, 
relative  to  depredations  of  Indians  from  Mexico,  was  also  communicated. 

The  memorandum  of  the  General  of  the  Army,  which  accompanies  Mr.  Belknap^s 
letter,  is  believed  to  correctly  state  the  rule  of  public  law — that  a  nation  is  answerable 
for  hostile  attacks  upon  its  neighbors  by  persons  owing  it  allegiance. 

The  treaty  stipulations  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico,  by  which  the  parties 
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engaged  to  restrain  savagee  from  attacking  each  other's  possessions,  were  repealed  by 
the  second  article  of  the  Gadsden  treaty.    Still,  the  obligation  to  that  end  nnder  the 
law  of  nations  remains  in  fall  force,  as  it  is  presamed  Mexico  will  acknowledge. 
It  is  hoped  that  she  may  devise  some  method  toward  folfilling  that  obligation. 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  HUNTER, 
Acting  Secretary, 


[InokMare.] 

Mr,  Belknap  to  Mr,  Fish, 

War  Department, 
Washington  Cityf  November  4, 1971. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  letter  of  the  31  st  ultimo, 
inclosing  copy  of  a  dispatch  from  the  commercial  agent  of  the  United  States  at  Oaer- 
rero,  Mexico,  in  relation  to  an  attack  of  Indians  from  that  part  of  Mexico  on  the  a^j*- 
cent  settlements  in  Texas. 

In  connection  therewith  I  have  the  honor  to  invite  voor  attention  to  the  accompany- 
ing copy  of  remarks  of  the  General  of  the  Army,  to  whom  your  letter  was  referred  for 
his  views. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

WM.  W.  BELKNAP, 

Secretary  of  War, 


General  Sherman  to  Mr,  Belknap. 

Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

WashingUmj  D,  C7.,  Niwemher  2,  1871. 

Respectfullv  returned  to  the  Secretary  of  War.  We  have  in  Texas  two  regi'iients  of 
cavah^,  which  are  all  that  can  be  possi  bly  spared  there.  The  Ninth  is  scattered  along 
the  Rio  Grande,  and  north  as  far  as  McKavitt. 

These  sadden  irruptions  from  Mexico  have  been  of  frequent  occurrence,  and  the  Bio 
Grande  being  fordable,  gives  the  Indians  a  certain  and  siufe  retreat,  as  we  cannot  prop- 
erlv  cross  the  border  in  pursuit.  Mexico  ought  to  be  liable  for  acts  of  war  done  by 
Inaians  owing  her  allegiance,  and  our  people  charge  that  these  Indians  are  not  onlv 
harbored,  but  that  the  horses  and  captives  are  openly  sold  in  the  Mexican  towns  beyona 
the  Rio  Grande. 

This  case  appears  to  me  clearly  one  for  the  State  Department,  as  we  are  unable  to 
apply  a  remedy. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

General, 


Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  NeUon. 

(Foreign  Relations,  1872,  p.  394.) 

No.  227.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  February  27,  1872. 

Sir:  I  transmit  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  23d  instant,  and  of  the  papers  which  accom- 
panied it,  addressed  to  this  department  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  relative  to 
depredations,  by  Kickapoo  Indians  from  Mexico,  upon  Texas.  It  is  represented  that 
in  making  these  depredations,  those  savages  were  encouraged,  if  not  instigated,  by 
Mexicans.  You  will  again  make  a  representation  upon  this  subject  to  the  Mexican 
minister  for  foreign  affairs.  It  must  be  obvious  to  that  government  that  the  ravages 
referred  to  cannot  fail  to  occasion  great  irritation  among  those  citizens  of  Texas  who 
suffer  from  them,  and  that  in  the  interest  of  the  good  understanding  which  we  are  de- 
sirous of  maintaining  with  the  Mexican  republic,  the  government  of  that  republic  is 
expected  to  exert  its  authority  toward  checking  the  raids  of  the  robbers  adverted  to. 
I  am,  &>c., 

HAMILTON  FISH. 
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Mr,  NeUon  to  Mr.  Fish. 

(Foreign  BelationB,  1872,  p.  409.) 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  March  25,  1872. 

Sir  :  Parsnant  to  the  instructioiis  contained  in  voar  Nos.  178  and  227, 1  addreeaed, 
on  the  18th  instant,  a  note  to  Mr.  Mariscal,  of  which  I  inclose  a  copy,  setting  forth  the 
evils  and  perils  which  result  from  the  incarsions  of  the  Kickapoo  Indians  into  Texas, 
and  fh>m  the  impunity  which  those  marauders  have  hitherto,  enjoyed.  At  the  same 
time  I  represented  the  absolute  necessity  of  vigorous  measures  for  the  final  suppres- 
sion of  these  outrages,  and  that  the  most  efficacious  means  for  that  end  would  be  a  de- 
cided co-operation  in  carrying  into  effect  the  nroject  of  the  (Government  of  the  United 
States  for  the  removal  of  those  Indians  to  their  reservations.  To  this  end,  I  again 
solicited  permission  for  troops  of  the  United  States  to  cross  the  Mexican  frontier. 

I  have  not  yet  received  the  answer  of  Mr.  MarisoaL 
I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


[IndoanreJ 

Mr,  Nelsan  to  Mr,  Mariscal, 

Legation  of  tub-  United  States, 

Mexico,  March  18,  1872. 

Sir  :  During  the  last  three  years  I  have  had  frequent  occasion  to  address  the  Mexi- 
can Government,  officially  and  unofficially,  upon  the  subject  of  the  constantly-occurring 
incursions  of  the  Kickapoo  and  other  Indians  of  the  frontier  into  the  State  of  Texas, 
where  they  have  committed  numerous  murders  and  robl>eries.  Some  of  my  notes  have 
been  directed  to  the  object  of  obtaining  protection  to  the  citizens  of  the  Texas  frontier 
by  the  exertion  of  the  authority  of  the  Mexican  Government  to  restrain  and  severely 
punish  such  outrages.  Others  have  solicited  the  co-operation  of  the  Mexican  Govern- 
ment in  an  attempt  to  remove  to  their  reservations  within  the  United  States  such 
Indians  as  have  migrated  from  American  to  Mexican  territory,  and  have  suggested  or 
requested  permission  for  troops  of  the  United  States  to  cross  the  frontier  in  pursuit  of 
hostile  Indians,  or  in  aid  of  the  agents  employed  to  collect  the  scattered  bands. 

I  would  respectfully  call  your  excellency's  attention  to  my  notes  of  July  24,  August 
11,  and  October  29, 1869 ;  of  February  4,  April  7  and  15, 1870 ;  and  of  January  4  and 
April  12,  1871,  remarking  at  the  same  time  that  on  several  other  occasions  I  have 
received  from  my  government  documents  and  instructions  which  should  properly  have 
been  the  occasion  of  other  similar  notes,  but  that  in  consecjuence  of  the  disturbed  or 
abnormal  condition  of  the  country,  and  desirous  to  avoid  difficulties  for  the  Mexican 
government,  I  have  limited  myselSf  to  verbal  representations  on  the  subject. 

To  my  request  for  permission  for  American  troops  to  cross  the  frontier,  the  Mexican 
government  replied,  on  the  16th  of  \pril,  1870,  and  again  on  the  7th  of  January,  1871, 
that  it  did  not  possess  the  faculty  of  granting  such  permission,  but  on  the  latter  occa- 
sion offered  to  submit  the  request  to  Congress  if  desired. 

In  answer  to  an  inquiry  on  my  part,  the  acting  minister  of  foreign  affairs  informed 
me  on  April  20, 1871,  that  the  Mexican  Government  '*  had  arrived  at  the  conclusion 
that  the  present  would  not  be  the  most  fitting  occasion  to  solicit  such  permission  from 
Congress  with  any  well-founded  hopes  of  obtaining  a  prompt  and  favorable  decision.'' 

In  the  said  note  of  the  16th  of  April,  1870,  the  Government  of  Mexico  offered  its  co- 
operation in  the  '*  just  and  humane  object  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  "  in 
the  removal  of  these  Indians. 

The  American  Congress  made  an  appropriation  of  $25,000  for  that  purpose,  and  last 
summer  agents  were  sent  to  the  Kickapoo  Indians  to  induce  them  to  remove  to  their 
reservation,  and  to  furnish  them  the  means  of  so  doing. 

Instead,  oowever,  of  meeting  with  any  co-operation  from  the  Mexican  authorities, 
the  said  agents  reported  that  their  attempt  had  been  defeated'  by  the  opposition  of  the 
Mexican  authorities,  who  employed  not  merely  persuasion,  but  bribes,  for  that  purpose. 

It  is  with  regret  that,  in  view  of  these  antecedents,  I  am  forced  to  remind  your  ex- 
cellency that  none  of  my  representations,  formal  or  informal,  have  led  to  any  satisfac- 
tory result. 

The  depredations  complained  of  have  continued  and  still  continue.  In  a  dispatch 
dated  the  27th  ultimo,  which  was  accompanied  by  new  documents  upon  recent  Indian 
outrages,  the  Secretary  of  State  of  my  government  uses  the  following  language : 

"  ^%  must  be  obvious  to  the  Mexican  government  that  the  ravages,referred  to^oannot 
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fail  to  occasion  ffreat  irritation  among  those  citizens  of  Texas  who  suffer  from  them, 
and  that  in  the  interest  of  the  good  understanding  which  we  are  desirous  of  maintain- 
ing with  the  Mexican  Republic,  the  government  of  that  republic  is  expected  to  exert 
its  authority  toward  checking  the  raids  of  the  robbers  referred  to."  In  proof  of  the 
gravity  of  the  evil,  and  of  the  feeling  naturally  aroused  in  Texas,  I  beg  to  inclose  a 
copy  of  a  resolution  which  passed  the  Texas  legislature  on  May  24, 1870,  and  was  pre- 
sented to  the  American  Congress  on  the  10th  of  June  of  that  year.  It  is  evident  that 
the  sentiments  therein  expressed  cannot  but  have  acquired  increased  vehemence  at  thfi 
present  time. 

Though  discouraged  by  the  failure  of  the  attempt  of  last  year,  my  government  is  of 
the  opinion  that  the  only  efficient  remedy  for  these  depredations  will  be  the  removal 
of  these  Indians  to  their  reservations  within  the  United  States.  To  effect  such  removal, 
it  is  now  more  than  ever  apparent  that  our  agents  must  count  not  only  upon  the  active 
assistance  of  the  Mexican  Government,  but,  if  possible,  upon  the  said  permission  for 
our  troops  to  cross  the  frontier,  which  I  am  instructed  again  to  solicit.  It  is  hoped 
that,  as  the  President  of  Mexico  is  now  invested  with  *' extraordinary  faculties,''  he 
will  find  no  difficulty  in  acceding  to  this  request. 

I  would  respectfully  suggest  that,  npon  the  reoccupation  of  the  States  of  Coahuila 
and  Nuevo  Leon  by  the  government  forces,  advantage  be  taken  of  the  temporary  gov- 
ernment of  those  States  by  martial  law  to  take  those  speedy  and  efficient  measures  for 
the  final  cessation  of  Indian  outrages  which  my  government  has  instructed  me  to  urge, 
and  which  would  seem  to  consist  in  lending  an  active  support  to  the  views  of  my  gov- 
ernment for  the  removal  of  those  Indians.  Should  the  Mexican  Government  accede  to 
the  prompt  realization  of  tiiis  enlightened  and  humane  policy,  I  will  lose  no  time  in 
communicating  so  satisfactory  a  statement  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
in  order  that  speedy  measures  may  be  taken  to  co-operate  with  the  Mexican  authorities 
on  the  frontier.  My  government  will  take  the  highest  satisfaction  in  seeing  thus  per- 
manently removed  a  constant  source  of  disturbance  in  those  intimate,  friendly,  and 
cordial  relations  which  should  erer  subsist  between  two  nations  whose  interests  and 
sympathies  are  so  nearly  akin. 

I  take  pleasure  in  renewing  to  your  excellency,  upon  this  occasion,  the  assurance  of 
the  very  nigh  consideration  and  respect  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  your 
excellency's  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


Mr,  Nelson  to  Mr,  FUh, 

(Foreign  Relations,  1872,  p.  420.) 

Legation  op  the  Unfted  States, 

MexioOj  April  26, 1872. 

Sir  :  Herewith  I  inclose  a  copv  and  translation  of  Mr.  Mariscal's  reply  of  the  23d 
instant  to  my  note  of  the  18th  ultimo  upon  the  depredations  of  the  Kickapoo  Indians. 

While  Mr.  Mariscal  does  not  accede  to  my  solicitude  for  the  passage  of  American 
troops  into  Mexican  territory  in  pursuit  of  marauding  Indians,  he  nevertheless  makes 
propositions,  which  may,  I  hope,  facilitate  the  final  settlement  of  the  important  sub- 
ject m  hand.  He  assures  me  that  the  government  will  lend  efficient  co-operation  to 
the  realization  of  the  plan  for  the  removal  of  the  Kickapoos  to  their  reservations  in  the 
United  States.  For  tnis  purpose  it  will  direct  its  local  authorities  to  participate  in 
the  conferences  with  those  Indians,  and  will  not  allow  the  authorities,  who  are  accused 
of  having  frustrated  the  attempt  of  last  year,  to  have  any  share  in  the  proposed  con- 
ferences. 

In  case  the  Kickapoos  freely  consent  to  emigrate,  the  Mexican  Government  will  fur- 
nish troops  to  escort  them  to  a  designated  place  on  the  frontier ;  and,  lest  the  agents 
employed  in  the  unsuccessful  attempt  of  last  year  may  have  unfortunately  excited 
prejudices  and  suspicions  in  the  minds  of  these  Indians,  the  Mexican  Government  sug- 
gests the  propriety  of  other  persons  being  selected  for  the  proposed  new  attempt. 

It  appears  to  me  that  the  proposal  of  the  Mexican  Government  deserves  serious  at- 
tention, and  that,  if  approved,  the  necessary  steps  should  be  taken  with  as  little  delay 
as  possible. 

I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 
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rinolosure.— Translation.] 
JUr,  Marisoal  to  Mr,  NeUon. 

Department  of  State, 

Mexico,  JpHl  23, 1872. 

Sir:  I  have  bad  the  honor  to  receive  your  excellency's  note  of  the  18th  nitimo, 
respecting  the  conduct  observed  by  certain  tribes  of  Indians  located  apon  Mexican 
territory  near  the  frontier  of  Texa<«,  aud  I  have  also  received  a  copy  of  the  inclosed 
resolution  upon  Indian  depredations,  adopted  by  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas. 
Your  excellency  reminds  me  of  the  several  notes  upon  this  subject  which  you  have 
addressed  to  my  predecessors  in  this  department,  and  makes  special  mention  of  those 
in  which  you  have  solicited  permission  from  the  government  of  this  republic  for  the 
passage  of  American  troops  across  the  frontier,  in  order  to  carry  out  the  proiect  of 
removing  these  tribes  of  Indians  to  their  reservations  in  the  United  States,  and  after 
relating  the  ill^success  of  the  American  agents  sent  to  induce  the  Kickapoos  to  emigrate, 
your  excellency  suggests  that  upon  the  reoccupation  of  the  States  of  Nuevo  Leon  and 
Coahnila,  by  the  forces  of  the  federal  government,  advantage  be  taken  of  the  tem- 
porary government  of  those  States  by  martial  law  to  take  efficacious  and  speedy 
measures  for  the  cessation  of  Indian  outrages;  measures  which,  in  your  excellency^ 
opinion,  would  seem  to  consist  in  lending  aid  to  the  removal  of  the  Kickapoos,  to 
be  effected  by  the  employment  of  American  troops  in  Mexican  territory. 

I'he  examination  of  all  the  antecedents  of  this  question  has  delayed  my  reply  nntil 
the  present  time,  and  I  now  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  your  excellency  the 
views  of  my  government.    The  decree  which  authorizes  the  executive  to  exercise  tem- 
porarily certain  faculties  which  he  does  not  ordinarily  possess  in  the  department  of 
war«  has  a  manifest  limitation  in  the  object  which  Congress  proposed  to  obtain  by  its 
passage.    The  re -establishment  of  peace  and  of  constitutional  order  in  the  rebel  States 
was  the  motive  of  that  grant,  and  the  President  of  the  republic,  to  whose  consideration 
I  have  submitted  your  excellency's  suggestions,  after  a  careful  study  of  the  said  decree, 
is  of  the  opinion  that  it  would  not  be  proper  to  employ  the  extraordinary  fooulties  with 
which  Congress  invested  him  for  the  solution  of  the  difficulty  in  question.    But  the 
matter  may,  nevertheless,  be  arranged  by  virtue  of  the  presence  of  federal  forces  in 
Nuevo  Leon,  and  without  the  necessity  of  the  passage  of  American  troops  into  Mexi- 
can territory.    The  sum  total  of  the  facts  which  your  excellency  communicates,  in 
compliance  with  instructions  from  your  government,  and  the  desires  which  have  been 
manifested  to  the  Government  of  Mexico,  concerning  the  said  Indians,  together  with 
the  friendliness  characteristic  of  existing  relations  between  the  two  countries,  are 
sufficient  reasons  to  lead  the  President  of  this  republic  to  earnestly  desire  the  speediest 
solution  of  this  question,  and  the  one  most  advantageous  to  all  parties  concerned.    I 
have  therefore  the  honor  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the  assurance  which  this  depart- 
ment has  before  given,  that  the  Government  of  Mexico  will  take  pleasure  in  co-oper- 
ating with  that  of  the  United  States  in  the  humane  object  of  preventing  the  depreda- 
tions which  certain  tribes  of  Indians  are  wont  to  commit  on  the  Texan  frontier,  by 
affording  them  the  means  of  emigrating  from  Nuevo  Leon  and  Coahnila  to  their  reser- 
vations in  the  United  States.    For  the  realization  of  this  project,  it  would  perhaps  be 
convenient  for  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  appoint  new  agents,  and  to 
advise  the  government  of  Nuevo  Leon  of  the  time  when,  and  of  the  place  on  the  fron- 
tier where  the  said  agents  will  present  themselves  for  their  visit  to  the  Indian  tribes. 
The  Government  of  Mexico  will,  in  such  case,  provide  that  the  authorities  who  repre- 
sent it  in  that  region  take  part  in  the  conferences,  and  if  the  Indians  should  freely 
determine  to  leave  Mexico  to  settle  on  their  reservations  in  the  United  States,  the 
Mexican  military  forces  will  escort  such  Indians  to  the  point  on  the  frontier  where 
the  American  troops  mav  receive  them. 

Your  excellency  will  observe  that  the  Mexican  Government  advises  that  the  agents 
to  treat  with  the  Indians  be  other  persons  than  those  who  made  the  former  attempt. 
This  suggestion  is  made  in  the  interest  of  the  success  of  the  negotiation,  in  order,  by 
such  change,  to  avoid  reviving  the  suspicions  and  prejudices  against  those  persons, 
which  may  exist  in  the  minds  of  the  Indians.  The  Mexican  Government,  desirous  that 
there  may  subsist  no  impediment  to  the  projected  arrangement,  will  provide,  as  far  as 
possible,  that  none  of  the  authorities  accused  (it  would  seem  without  satisfactory 
proofs)  of  being  opposed  to  the  removal  of  these  Indians,  have  any  part  in  the  execu- 
tion of  the  plan  suggested. 

In  closing  my  reply  to  your  excellency's  note,  I  take  pleasure  in  statinjg^  that  the 
Mexican  Government  very  highly  appreciates  the  prudence  and  tact  which  has  thus 
far  characterized  your  excellency  in  tbis  negotiation,  and  cherishes  the  confident  hope 
that  it  will  be  concluded  in  the  same  spirit  of  friendship  and  good  understanding. 
I  am,  d:c., 

IGNACIO  MARISCAL. 


212  APPENDIX   B. 

Mr,  Hale  to  Mr,  Nelton, 
(Foreign  Relations,  1672,  p.  434.) 

Department  of  State, 

Wtuhingtony  Julff  ti,  1872. 

8iR  :  I  transroit  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  2d  instant,  addreaaed  to  this  department  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Ibterior,  and  of  the  one  to  him  from  the  Commissioner  of  Indian 
Affairs,  to  vhich  it  refers.  These  have  been  occasioned  by  yoor  dispatch  557,  of  the 
26th  of  April  last,  lelative  to  the  removal  of  Kickapoo  Indians  from  Mexico  to  their 
reservation  in  the  United  States. 
I  am,  Ac, 

CHARLES  HALE, 

Acting  Secretary, 


Mr,  Delano  to  Mr,  Fish, 

Department  of  the  Interior, 
Washington,  D.  C,  July  2,  11572.    (Received  Jaly  3,  1872.) 

Sir  :  I  have  the  horor  to  transmit  here'with,  for  yonr  information,  a  copy  of  a  com- 
munication frcm  the  Ccmmiesioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  dated  the  15th  ultimo,  in  relation 
to  the  removal  of  certain  Kickapoo  Indians  from  Mexico  to  the  Unit<d  States,  which 
vras  the  snbjtct  of  yoor  letter  of  the  Itith  May,  inclosing  to  this  department  dispatch 
No.  557,  from  the  United  States  minister  to  Mexico,  and  in  which  yon  requested  an 
expression  of  opinion  in  regard  to  the  meafenres  piopoEcd  for  effecting  the  removal 
referred  to. 

Concerning  this  subject  I  will  state  that  the  views  expressed  by  the  Commissioner 
are  folly  sustained  by  the  department;  that  it  is  desired  that  these  Indians  return  to 
the  Unitf^d  States,  and  another  effort  will  be  made  to  effect  this  object,  at  an  early  day^ 
of  which  action  yon  will  be  duly  advised. 

The  dispatch,  as  reouested,  is  herewith  returned. 
Very  respectfully,  ycur  obedient  teivant, 

C.  DELANO, 

Secretary, 


Mr,  Walker  to  Mr,  Delano, 

Department  of  the  Interior, 
Office  of  Indian  Jjgaira,  Washington,  D,  C,  June  15, 1872. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledfte  the  receipt,  by  reference  from  the  department, 
of  a  communication  from  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State,  of  date  the  16th  ultimo^ 
inclosing  a  dispatch  of  26th  April  last  Irom  Mr.  Thomas  H.  Nelson,  minister  of  the 
United  States  to  Mexico,  covering  a  copy  and  translation  of  a  note  from  the  minister  of 
foreign  affairs  of  that  republic  in  relation  to  the  removal  of  certain  Kickapoo  Indians 
to  the  United  States. 

In  compliance  with  your  instruction  for  an  expression  of  the  views  of  this  ofiSce 
thereon,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  I  deem  it  debirable  that  the  Indians  in  question 
should  return  to  the  United  Slates. 

Another  attempt  will,  with  the  sanction  of  the  department,  be  made  to  effect  such 
retnin  at  an  early  date,  of  which  the  hoi  oiable  Secretary  of  State  will  be  duly  advised. 
'With  lefeience  to  tlie  buggestions  of  the  honorable  minister  of  foreign  affairs  of  Mexico, 
that  at  the  next  tfloit  to  tffect  the  nmoval  of  these  Indians  another  agent  than  the 
one  toimerly  en^ployed  be  ^eLt  by  the  goveri  ment,  I  will  add  that  the  United  States 
IidiaiJ  ageLt  for  tie  Kickapcos  in  Kansas,  ^ho  vas  sent  on  the  previous  mission  re- 
ferred tfi  in  the  di^pntcb  ^hich  loins  the  subject  ol  this  report,  is  deemed  to  be  an 
cmiLentlT  proper  ]  eisou  to  repief>ent  the  Unitid  States  in  the  matter.  The  papers  are 
resj-ectiuJly  returned  herewith. 
^^  Veiy  ubLettlnllT,  jcur  obe<^ient  Eervant,  ^j^.^,    ,- 

'    w^  ^.  I  F.JA.  walker; 

^^•.    r^^*^    '■  Commissioner, 
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Mr,  Schuokardt  to  Mr.  Hunter, 

(Foreign  RelatioDS,  1873,  p.  701.) 

United  States  Commercial  Aasycr, 

Piedras  NegroBy  MexioOf  July  15, 1872. 

Sir  :  The  following  report  relative  to  the  condition  of  aflfairs  in  this  district  is  re- 
-spectfally  submitted  to  the  department. 

*  *  *  The  Kickapoo  Indians,  who  emigrated  to  this  district  in  1864  from  Kansas, 
■are  living  on  an  old  plantation  called  El  Naoimiento,  thirty  miles  from  Santa  Rosa,  and 
are  under  the  direct  supervision  and  protection  of  the  authorities  of  that  place.  They 
make  their  living  partly  by  cultivating  the  sail,  and  making  mats,  baskets,  dsc,  and 
•dressing  deer-skins,  and  partly  by  engaging  in  the  traffic  of  horse*ste<iling  from  Texas, 
very  profitable  for  them  and  theiV  Mexican  protectors.  Several  years  ago  the  Mexican 
Oongress  voted  $10,000  to  subsidize  these  Indians  in  buying  agricultural  implements 
and  cattle,  but  these  funds  were  retained  by  the  State  government  until  a  year  ago, 
when  it  became  known  that  a  delegation,  composed  of  united  States  Indian  agents 
and  Kickapoos  from  Kansas,  was  on  its  way  to  Santa  Rosa  to  induoe  the  Kickapoos 
to  return  to  their  reservation  in  Kansas.  Then  the  government  of  this  State  (Coahuila) 
«ent  a  commissioner  to  Santa  Rosa  with  $3,000  to  divide  among  the  Indians,  but  at  the 
time  the  delegation  arrived  in  Santa  Rosa  said  commissioner  had  only  given  them  a 
little  corn  and  a  few  beeves,  worth  about  three  hundred  dollars.  The  Indians  having 
knowledge  of  the  whole  amount  sent  for  them,  became  dissatisfied,  listened  to  the  propo- 
sitions of  the  Kansas  delegation,  and  most  of  them  agreed  to  leave  Mexico.  When  the 
Mexican  agent  saw  this,  he  commenced  to  bribe  several  of  the  inflaential  chiefe,  and 
by  that  he  obtained  his  object,  which  was  to  frustrate  that  of  the  mission  of  the  Amer- 
ican delegation.  So  soon  as  the  Americans  had  left  Santa  Rosa,  the  Mexican  agent 
being  convinced  of  the  failure  of  that  mission,  not  one  more  dollar  was  given  to  the 
Indians  by  him. 

The  benefit  the  Mexicans  derive  from  the  staying  of  these  Indians  in  Mexico,  be- 
sides the  supply  of  cheap  horses,  is  the  protection  they  afford  against  the  invasion  of 
their  district  by  other  savage  tribes.  The  Mexican  Government,  which  cannot  any 
longer  misapprehend  the  gooid  faith  of  the  United  States  Government  in  its  exertions 
made  to  stop  the  hostile  incursions  of  these  Indians  into  its  own  territory  by  indacing 
them  to  leave  Mexico,  expending  thousands  of  dollars  for  that  purpose,  and  the  Mexl- 
<can  Government  having  done  its  best  to  counteract  these  sincere  exertions  of  the 
United  States  Government  by  ite  underhand  dealing,  it  should  be  held  directly  respon- 
sible for  all  the  depredations  committed  by  the  Kickapoos  on  our  Texas  frontier. 

The  Lipans  and  Mescaleros  are  also  Indians  of  Mexico,  and  continually  invade  Texas, 
committing  depredations  there.  They  do  not  live  in  a  certain  locality  of  Mexico,  but 
whenever  they  have  made  a  succesful  raid  into  Texas  they  return  to  this  district 
and  ask  for  peace,  which  always  is  conceded  to  them  by  the  Mexican  authorities. 
Then  the  Mexicans  buy  their  Texas  plunder,  supplying  them  in  exchange  with  powder 
«nd  lead,  lance-blades  and  arrow-points,  &c. ;  in  fact,  they  fit  them  out  for  a  new  cam- 
paign against  the  citizens  of  theirsister  republic,  for  which  they  always  profess  a  great 
friendship  in  public.  Two  years  ago  even  the  collector  of  the  Piedras  Negras  custom- 
house sent  his  commandante  of  inspectors,  Pedro  A.  VAldes,  to  the  camp  of  the  Lipan 
Indians  to  trade  off  for  stolen  horses  some  cart-covers  he  had  confiscated  from  the  carts 
of  some  poor  freighters,  the  covers  being  apparently  new  and  bought  in  Tex«s.  Among 
the  horses  so  obtained  appeared  one  of  Mr.  Adams's,  who  was  murdered,  with  two  other 
men,  a  short  time  before,  near  the  Careza,  about  sixty  miles  below  Eagle  Pass,  Tex. 

In  the  same  spirit  these  Indian  depredations  in  Texas  were  considered  by  the  Mex- 
ican Government ;  the  cattle-stealing  by  Mexicans  was  (that  is  to  say)  protected  by 
it,  it  seems,  as  the  government  thought  to  benefit  by  its  own  people ;  it  did  not  con- 
cern it  if  so  many  innocent  Texan  families  were  sacrificed  by  its  winking  at  these 
crimes. 

Although  the  cattle-stealing  from  Texas  has  ceased  since  the  government  bands  evac- 
fiated  this  frontier  and  became  refugees  on  the  Texas  side,  it  had  reached  before  the 
outbreak  of  the  present  revolution  such  extension  that  it  has  nearly  ruined  many  of  our 
frontier  stock-raisers  in  Texas.  To  show  that  the  cattle-stealing  could  be  carried  on  so 
extensively  as  it  was,  only  by  being,  so  to  speak,  officially  protected,  I  mention  one  of 
many  cases  reported  to  me,  as  an  illustration.  Sefior  Don  Jos^  Maria  Ramirez  con- 
tracted with  Juan  Manuel  Ramoe  to  deliver  him  (Ramirez)  a  drove  of  beeves,  promis- 
ing Ramos  for  all  he  could  bring  $8  per  head.  Ramos  crossed  over  to  Texas,  stole  the 
beeves,  and,  on  offering  to  turn  them  over  to  Ramirez,  the  latter  refused  to  pay  him 
the  price  as  per  contract,  offering  him  only  $5  per  head,  which  Ramos  deolinea  to  ac- 
cept, declaring  that  he  wonld  take  the  beeves  to  the  market  in  the  interior  himself. 
Ramirez  said  this  was  all  very  well,  but  he  should  get  the  documents  from  the  Piedras 
Kegras  custom-house  necessary  for  nis  trip  to  the  interior,  if  he  could  obtain  them,  and 
without  which  he  would  see  the  beeves  confiscated  bv  the  Mexican  inspectors,  and  he 
(Ramos)  wonld  lose  all.    Ranges,  seeing  the  truth  of  this  well  enough,  and  knowing 
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his  inability  to  procure  the  documente,  a^eed  to  sell  the  beeves  to  Ramirez  for  |8  per 
head,  payable  on  the  retam  of  Ramirez  Irom  Saltillo  with  the  money  for  the  beeves 
sold.  When  Ramirez  returned  from  the  trip,  and  Ramos  asked  him  for  the  money  for 
the  beeves,  he  was  told  by  Ramirez  that  he  did  not  owe  him  anything,  and  if  he  was 
not  satisfied  he  could  sue  him,  which  Ramos  knew  he  could  not  do  without  accusing 
himself  as  a  cattle- thief.  In  the  association  which  carried  on  this  contemptible  traffic, 
Ramos  belonged  to  the  class  of  agents  who  did  the  stealing,  while  Ramirez  was  one 
of  tho  respectables  of  the  ring,  who  procured  irom  his  associates  in  the  custom-house 
the  necessary  documents  for  the  transit  of  the  stolen  cattle  to  the  interior,  and  in  case 
thieves  were  captured,  he  went  to  have  them  released  from  prison  by  his  influence. 
Ramirez  is  a  man  of  low  education,  but,  partly  by  his  activity  and  partly  by  transac- 
tions similar  to  those  mentioned,  realized  some  capital,  and  by  giving  occupation  to 
some  people,  and  having  others  obliged  to  him  through  his  knowledge  of  their  crimes, 
he  created  for  himself  a  great  influence  over  them,  which  he  exercised  in  elections  to 
his  own  and  the  advantage  of  those  who,  in  recompense,  protected  him  against  the 
laws  he  violated  at  all  times,  and  which  he  knew  he  could  defy  with  impunity ;  and  so 
he  became  one  of  the  prominent  men  of  his  district,  who  could  dictate  to  the  local  au- 
thorities what  he  thought  proper  they  should  do.  In  the  election  Just  before  the  out- 
break of  the  present  revolution,  Ramirez  was  elected  a  member  of  the  legislature  of 
the  State  of  Coahuila,  it  is  said,  by  the  instructions  to  the  local  authorities  of  this  dis- 
trict by  Governor  Cepeda. 

There  are  many  good  and  honest  men  living  in  this  district  who,  mortified  and 
ashamed  to  witness  such  things  carried  on  nearly  public,  were  opposed  to  such  man- 
agement of  public  Justice,  and  who  attempted,  for  the  sake  of  the  honor  of  their  coun- 
try, to  put  a  stop  to  these  outrages ;  but  they  very  soon  found  out  that  by  this  they 
were  fighting  the  State  government,  and  all  thev  earned  for  their  good-will  was  per- 
secution by  the  higher  authorities  of  the  State  through  those  of  their  residence,  and 
being  called  unnatural  sons  of  their  country  ihiJoB  inaiural  de  au  patria),  who,  to  the 
benefit  of  foreigners,  would  disclose  the  misdeeds  of  their  own  countrymen.  •  •  • 
However  (|[ood  the  disposition  of  the  federal  Government  of  Mexico  relative  to  the  af- 
fairs on  this  frontier  might  have  been,  it  seems  it  had  not  the  power  to  enforce  ita 
decrees  in  these  remote  States.  This  clearly  appears,  for  instance,  in  the  irregularities 
of  the  custom-house  laws,  which  are  the  same  all  over  Mexico,  as  execute  on  this 
line,  where  the  duties  are  collected  in  three  different  ways.  On  the  Lower  Rio  Grande 
up  to  Laredo  the  so-called  eona  libre  exists,  because  it  is  the  will  of  the  people  of  Ta- 
maulipas  that  it  should  exist,  being  to  their  benetit,  and  they  at  all  times  have  threat- 
ened rebellion  should  this  privilege  be  taken  away  from  them.  In  the  custom-house 
of  this  State  (Coahuila)  the  duties  according  to  the  tariff  are  collected,  while  in  the 
custom-house  in  the  State  of  Chihuahua  only  the  third  part  of  these  duties  are  col- 
lected, and,  by  this,  a  great  deal  of  traffic  being  attracted  to  that  State,  the  governor 
of  it,  therefore,  sustains  the  custom-house  officials  of  the  federal  government  to  dis- 
charge their  duties  in  this  way. 

Although  the  merchants  of  this  district  complained  at  different  times  in  Mexico 
against  the  privileges  Tamaulipas  and  Chihuahua  enjoyed  to  the  detriment  of  their 
own  trade,  it  never  could  be  remedied  by  the  federal  government.        •        •        •        • 
I  am,  sir,  &o., 

WM.  SCHUCHARDT, 
United  Siatf  Commercial  Agent. 


Mr,  F'mh  to  Mr,  Xehon, 

(Foreign  Relations,  1873,  p.  64.^.) 

Department  of  State, 

Waahingionf  January  IG,  1873. 

Sir  :  I  transmit  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  of  the  26th  of  December 
last,  addressed  to  this  dopartment  by  Mr.  Schuchardt,  the  commercial  agent  at  Piedras 
Negras,  relative  to  the  predatory  incursions  of  Indiaus  from  Mexico  into  this  country. 

The  federal  government  of  that  republic  appears  to  be  so  apathetic  on  this  subject, 
or  so  powerless  to  prevent  such  raids,  that  sooner  or  later  this  government  will  have 
no  other  alternative  than  to  endeavor  to  secure  quiet  on  the  frontier  by  seekiuf^  the 
marauders  and  punishirg  them  in  their  haunts,  wherever  these  may  be.  Of  course  we 
should  prefer  that  this  should  be  done  with  the  consent,  if  not  with  the  co-operation, 
of  Mexico.  It  is  certain,  however,  that  if  the  grievance  shall  be  persisted  in  the  rem- 
edy adverted  to  will  not  remain  untried.  It  is  not,  however,  expected  that,  for  the 
present  at  least,  you  will  make  a  formal  representation  to  that  government  to  this 
effect. 

I  am,  &c., 

HAMILTON  FISH. 
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[Inoloflore.] 
Mr.  Sohuchardt  to  Mr,  FUh, 

Commercial  Agency  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Piedrtu  Negras^  December  26,1872. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  ackaowledge  the  receipt,  on  the  25th  of  December,  of  yonr 
dispatch  No.  35,  dated  November  2, 1872,  relative  to  the  emigration  of  hostile  Indians 
from  the  United  States  to  Mexico,  and  the  views  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  In- 
terior on  this  subject.  Said  dispatch  was  directed  via  Santa  F4,  N.  Mex.,  which  ac- 
counts for  its  delay  on  the  road. 

A  short  time  after  I  wrote  my  No.  87,  dated  September  1,  1872,  this  State  (Coahnila) 
returned  to  her  constitutional  condition,  and  the  office  of  ^efe  politico  is  abolished. 
The  gefe  politico  of  this  district,  who  at  the  time  treated  with  those  Indians,  has  since 
retired  to  private  life,  and  there  the  question  about  their  admittance  into  this  country 
rests.  The  actual  government  of  this  State,  it  seems,  has  not  taken  any  notice  of  the 
matter,  as  I  am  not  aware  of  any  measures  taken  by  it  to  prevent  the  Indians  from 
coming,  or  to  compel  them  to  leave  the  country,  or  to  move  farther  to  the  interior  of  it. 

The  apprehension  expressed  by  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Interior  that  these  In- 
dians desire  to  go  into  the  States  adjacent  to  the  United  States  for  the  purpose  of  es- 
tablishing a  city  of  refuge,  to  which  they  can  flee  after  committing  depredations  and 
outrages  upon  citizens  of  the  United  States,  has  already  proven  well  founded.  A 
month  ago  a  party  of  these  very  same  Lipans  and  Comanches  (as  such  they  were  re- 
cognized) made  a  foray  on  Texas,  swept  the  country  east  and  north  of  Laredo  clean  of 
horses,  took  some  cattle,  and  also  captured  several  boys  of  whom  one  escaped.  After 
this  they  recrossed  to  Mexican  territory  and  encamped  on  a  place  called  *^  Los  Arboles," 
whence  they  came  to  the  Mexican  town  of  £1  Romolino  to  dispose^  of  their  plunder. 

It  is  the  custom  of  the  country  that,  by  direction  of  the  government,  the  horses  of  the 
Indians  are  from  time  to  time  branded  with  the  brand  of  the  corporation,  and  thus  de- 
clared good  and  transferable  property,  and  then  they  can  be  bought  by  anybody. 

The  Indians,  after  a  raid,  once  on  this  side  of  the  Rio  Grande,  feel  secure,  knowing 
very  well  that  they  cannot  be  pursued  by  our  troops  across  the  line.  The  Mexican 
Government,  which  is  not  disposed^  or  is  too  weak  itself  to  prevent  the  raiding  of  the 
Indians  into  the  United  States  territory,  at  least  should  not  object  to  the  croaeiuji^  of 
our  troops  when  pursuing  them  into  their  places  of  refuge  in  Mexico.  The  Indians 
once  knowing  that  the  Rio  Grande  is  not  any  longer  an  impediment  to  our  troops  to  keep 
on  the  pursuit,  even  across  the  river,  they  very  soon  would  agree  to  go  to  a  reservation ; 
and  as  they  know  well  that  they  cannot  expect  much  from  the  Mexican  (Government, 
they  probably  would  surrender  to  the  United  States.  As  it  is  now,  it  seems  natural 
that  the  Mexican  Government  is  responsible  for  what  depredations  the  Indians,  har- 
bored in  this  country,  commit  in  Texas. 
I  am,  &c., 

WM.  SOHUCHARDT, 
United  States  Commercial  Agent, 


Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr,  FUh, 

(Foreign  Relations,  1873,  p.  665.) 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

MexicOy  April  24, 1873. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  No.  330,  of  the  20th  ultimo,  concerning  a  new  attempt  which 
is  to  be  made  for  the  removal  of  the  Kickapoo  Indians  to  tlieir  reservation  in  the 
United  States,  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  a  note  which  I  addressed  to  Mr. 
Lairagua,  under  date  of  the  22d  instant,  requesting  the  co-operation  of  the  Mexican 
Government  in  this  humane  object,  and  of  the  reply  of  Mr.  Lafragua  of  the  same  date, 
informing  me  that  the  necessary  order  had  alreaay  been  sent  to  the  governors  of  Coa- 
hnila and  Nnevo  Leon. 
I  have,  d^c, 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


[Inclosure.l 
Mr,  XeUon  to  Mr,  Lafragua, 

Legation  of  the  .Unh-ed  States, 

Mexico,  Apnl  22,  1873. 

Sir  :  Referring  to  my  numerous  previous  communications  on  the  same  subject,  I  have 
the  honor  to  inform  your  excellency  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  has  re- 
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solved  to  make  another  attempt  to  remove  the  Kickapoo  Indians  from  Coahuila  to  their 
reservation  within  the  United  States.  To  that  end  it  has  appointed  a  special  agent 
who  has  heen  instmcted  to  set  ontnpon  his  mission  daring  the  month  of  May  proximo 
The  Government  of  the  United  States,  in  view  of  the  grave  difficnlties  which  attend 
the  further  continnance  of  this  tribe  of  marauders  upon  the  Mexican  frontier,  whence 
they  constantly  and  with  impunity  wage  a  predatory  warfare  upon  the  cattle-farms  of 
Texas,  hopes  and  believes  that  your  excellency's  government  will  take  such  measures 
as  will  not  merely  prevent  the  recurrence  of  that  jntcrference  of  the  local  authorities 
of  Coahuila,  which  frustrated  a  former  effort  of  the  same  character,  but  will  throw  the 
moral  and  material  weight  of  your  excellency's  government  in  aid  of  the  humane  ob- 
ject in  view. 

I  have,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


ITranalftUon.l 
Mr,  Lafragua  to  Mr,  Nelson, 

Department  op  Foreign  Affairs, 

Mexico,  April  22, 1873. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  reply  to  your  excellency's  note  of  to>day,  concerning  the 
new  agent  appointed  by  the  United  States  to  make  an  effort  for  the  return  of  the  Kick- 
apoo tribe  to  Its  reservation  within  the  United  States. 

^  This  department  had  been  nreviously  informed  of  the  appointment  of  a  new  commis- 
sion, and  had  already  taken  tne  most  efficacious  measures  to  insure  that  the  governors 
of  the  frontier  States  should  render  it  all  the  aid  it  might  need,  as  your  excellency  will 
see  by  the  copy  which  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose. 

Having  thus  replied  to  your  excellency's  note,  I  renew  the  sentiments  of  my  very 
distinguished  consideration. 

J.  M.  LAFRAGUA. 


[TranslAtioD.] 

Orders  to  ihe  governors  of  the  States  of  Coahuila  and  Nuevo  Leon, 

Department  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

Ifexioo,  4pHn2, 1873. 

To  the  citizen  governors  of  ike  States  of  Coahuila  and  Nuevo  Leon : 

Certain  civil  agents,  commissioned  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica to  superintend  the  contemplated  return  of  the  Kickapoo  Indians  to  their  reserva- 
tion in  the  United  States,  being  about  to  arrive  on  the  frontiers  of  Coahuila  and  Nuevo 
Leon,  the  citizen  President  has  been  pleased  to  direct  that  you  be  immediately  and 
very  ur^^ently  requested  to  render  these  commissioners  all  the  aid  they  may  need  for 
the  pacific  arrangement  of  this  matter.  You  will  also  please  immediately  inform  this 
department  of  all  the  incidents  which  may  occur  in  this  connection. 

Independence  and  liberty  I 

LAFRAGUA. 


Mr,  Schuchardt  to  Mr,  Hunter, 

(Foreign  Relations,  1873,»p.!709.) 

Unfted  States  Commercial  Agency, 

Piedras  Negras,  MexioOf  May  17,  1873. 

Sir  :  In  my  No.  103,  dated  May  8, 1873,  I  communicated  to  the  department  that, 
besides  the  boy  who  was  redeemed  from  the  Indians,  another  one  was  with  them,  but 
that  he  could  not  be  gotten  because  his  present  master  was  absent  from  the  camp  on  a 
raid  into  Texas. 

A  few  days  ago  I  sent  an  agent  again  to  the  Lipan  and  Mescalero  camp  with  instruc- 
tions to  penetrate,  if  possible,  through  all  the  different  camps  in  order  to  ascertain  if 
there  are  any  more  white  captives  among  the  Indians,  and,  if  possible,  to  ransom 
them.    Yesterday  my  agent  returned  from  there,  and  brings  me  the  following  in  forma- 
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tion :  That  from  the  BemoliDO,  np  along  the  river  San  Bodrigo,  on  which  Remolino  is 
sitaated,  are,  at  short  distances,  varioas  Indian  camps  of  Lipans,  Mescaleros,  and 
Kickapoos;  the  latter  have  been  supplied  with  water  for  irrigating  land  they  have 

Slanted  in  corn  ;  that  all  the  Li  pans  and  Mescaleros,  except  the  old  raen  and  women, 
ad  started  on  a  raid  into  Texas ;  that  in  one  of  the  Mescalero  camps,  which  is  seven 
leagues  distance  from  the  Remolino,  there  is  a  white  woman  and  child  who  were  cap- 
tnred  by  one  of  the  chiefs,  Azate,  in  Texas,  some  time  last  winter,  after  he  had  killed 
her  husband.  This  was  related  by  Azate  himself,  who  had  made  a  present  of  the  pistol 
of  his  victim  to  a  Mexican  friend ;  that  he  (my  agent)  did  not  succeed  in  redeeming 
any  captives  because  all  the  male  Indians  were  absent  on  a  raid  in  Texas.  The  facts 
in  regard  to  these  Indians  in  their  relation  to  Mexico  are :  They  are  Indians  hostile  to 
the  United  States,  depredating  continually  in  Texas,  capturing  children  and  murdering 
their  parents,  and  stealing  the  stock  of  the  Texans;  and  whenever  they  have  accumu- 
lated sofflcient  plunder,  and  see  it  convenient  to  come  to  the  Mexican  towns,  peace  is 
granted  to  them  without  exacting  from  them  any  conditions  whatever,  such  as  to  give 
np  to  the  authorities  their  captives,  or  horses  and  mules  stolen  ;  and  they  are  supplied, 
with  the  knowledge  of  the  authorities,  by  Mexicans,  with  ammnnition  of  war  and 
arms,  who  receive  in  payment  the  horses  and  mules  stolen  from  Texas;  and  from  their 
temporary  camps,  close  to  the  Mexican  towns,  parties  start  daily,  with  the  knowledge 
of  the  Mexican  authorities,  on  forays  into  Texas,  and  no  measures  are  taken,  neither 
by  the  federal  Government  of  Moxico  nor  by  the  State  government  of  (Mexico) 
Coahuila,  to  prevent  these  outrages  committed  by  these  savages  on  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States. 
I  am,  &.O., 

WM.  8CHUCHARDT, 
Uniud  States  Commercial  Agent. 


Extract  relating  to  depredations  hy  Indians  from  MexicOy  from  the  second  report,  June  30, 
187.3,  of  the  United  States  commissioners  for  inquiring  into  the  depredations  committed  on 
the  Texas  frontier,  appointed  under  Joint  resolution  of  Congress  approved  May  7,  1872. 

(H.  Ex.  Doc.  257,  43d  Cong.,  1st  sess.,  p.  12.) 

[Eztrsot] 
DRPREDITIONS  BY  INDIANS. 

The  commissioners,  in  their  preliminary  report,  made  only  a  general  reference  to  the 
subject  of  Indian  raids,  as  the  regions  suffering  from  such  incursions  were  not  visited 
by  them  in  1872.  In  their  sessions  of  1873,  however,  much  valuable  information  has 
been  gained  upon  this  subject. 

The  records  of  such  outrages  are  embraced  in  forty-three  petitions  under  Class  D, 
amounting  to  an  aggregate  alleged  loss  of  ^721,492.  The  depositions  supporting  these 
petitions  contain  complete  descriptions  of  the  outrages,  while  the  fact  that  but  little 
can  be  effected  in  obtaining  a  record  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  kidnapped,  proves 
the  actual  condition  of  the  country  to  be  one  of  continual  exposure,  a  harassing  preda- 
tory war  being  carried  on  by  these  offenders. 

It  is  obvious  that  Indian  raids  on  the  frontier  of  Texas  increased  in  number  and 
boldness  during  the  war  of  the  rebellion,  which  called  away  large  numbers  of  the 
fighting  force  of  the  frontier  population,  always  in  Texas  an  efficient  aid  to  the  mili- 
tary in  controlling  the  red  man. 

On  the  immediate  line  of  the  Rio  Grande,  Indian  raids  are  a  source  of  harassing 
annoyance  from  the  vicinity  of  San  Diego,  Duval  County,  to  El  Paso  del  Norte,  the 
perpetrators  being  alleged  to  be  Kickapoos,  Li  pans,  Mescaleros,  Apaches,  Pottawato- 
mies,  Seminoles,  and  otner  tribes,  or  remnants  of  tribes,  residing  on  the  Mexican  side 
of  the  Rio  Grande,  and  using  the  territory  of  the  adjacent  republic  as  a  base  for  a 
murderous  warfare  against  the  inhabitants  of  Western  Texas. 

Of  all  these  tribes  these  Kickapoos  and  Lipans  are  specially  distinguished  for  a 
bitter  animosity  to  the  inhabitants  of  Texas,  and  for  unceasing  activity  in  their  bold 
raids.  These  incursions  have  two  main  obiects,  the  stealing  of  horses  and  the  kid- 
napping of  children.  Murder  is  an  invariable  accompaniment,  for  these  Indians  have 
shown  a  disposition  to  fight  bitterly  with  the  settlers,  and  a  gloomy  record  of  their 
deeds  is  found  in  the  many  depositions  taken  upon  this  subject. 

On  the  northern  and  northwestern  frontier  of  the  State  tne  Kiowas  and  Comauches, 
bold  and  warlike  Indians,  conjointly  with  the  Apaches,  harass  theooter  circle  of  settle- 
ments, and,  in  fact,  at  times  penetrate  into  the  heart  of  Texas.  Murder,  kidnapping,  and 
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thA  stealiDg  of  boraes  form  the  objects  of  the  warfare,  and  an  interminable  history  of 
border  war  woald  be  the  resalt  of  an  extended  investigation.  Texas,  with  its  early 
history  one  record  of  bloody  strnggles  with  the  native  tribes,  or  complications  result- 
ing from  the  embarrassing  presence  of  Indians  emigrating  from  reservations  or  crossing 
the  State,  with  scattered  herds  of  cattle  and  horses  continually  tempting  the  Indians 
of  the  adjoining  territorial  reservations,  exhibits  to-day  every  phase  of  the  Indian 
question  in  some  form  of  suffering,  past  or  present.  The*  State  offers,  in  its  vast  desert 
plains  and  its  unexplored  hill  regions  of  the  northwest,  abundant  facilities  for  the 
concealment  of  the  Indian  marauders  who  meet  and  (as  will  be  shown  in  the  evi- 
dence) barter  captives  taken  in  the  heart  of  Texas,  between  bands  raiding  from  the 
northwest  (Comanches),  and  from  the  line  of  the  Rio  Grande  ^Kickapoos).  The  ex- 
tended frontier,  open,  and  only  dotted  here  and  there  with  military  posts,  gives  the 
Indian  a  decided  advantage,  and  the  raiding  band  may  retire  in  almosc  any  direction 
and  find  some  means  of  egress.  The  Indian  Territory,  the  desert  regions,  or  the  friendly 
and  convenient  refuge  of  the  Mexican  side  of  the  Rio  Grande,  receives  the  marauders, 
who  carefully  avoid  conflict  unless  strong  enough  to  turn  and  check  their  pursuers. 
The  frontier  defense  of  Texas  by  its  military,  volunteers,  and  State  police,  is  a  subject 
upon  which  many  disagreements  have  cccurred  and  still  exist.  Such  blows  as  the 
defeat  inflicted  last  year  upon  the  Comanches  by  the  resolute  General  McKenzie  are 
not  often  dealt,  and  the  commissioners  observe  here  that  a  great  deal  of  the  border 
fighting  is  thrown  upon  the  hands  of  a  class  of  men  who  are  endeavoring  to  plant 
settlements  in  the  exposed  regions,  and  whose  houses  have,  from  time  to  time,  been 
pillaged  by  the  common  foe,  their  families  murdered  or  carried  into  captivity.  Several 
of  these  men,  while  appearing  before  the  commission  to  record  their  losses  by  Indian 
raids,  were  called  away  by  the  news  of  fresh  attacks  upon  their  residences  and  prop- 
erty. 

INDIAN  DEPREDATIONS  ON  THE  RIO  GRANDE. 

The  commissioners  personally  traversed  much  of  the  territory  exposed  to  the  raids 
of  the  Kickapoos,  Li  pans,  and  other  Mexican  Indians.  Beginning  in  the  vicinity  of 
San  Diego,  and  stretching  in  a  semicircle  as  far  as  San  Antonio,  the  settlements,  such 
as  San  Diego,  Laredo,  Fort  Ewell,  Eagle  Pass,  Fort  Clark,  Uvalde,  and  their  vicin- 
ities are  continuously  harassed  by  the  bold  and  desperate  raids  of  these  invaders. 
Settled  at  Santa  Rosa,  in  the  State  of  Coahnila,  under  the  protection  of  the  Mexican 
authorities,  carrying  on  a  trade  with  a  circle  of  degraded  merchants  who  are  their 
accomplices  (these  receiving  at  a  nominal  sum  horses  and  cattle  stolen  from  Texas  for 
their  goods  and  munitions),  the  Kickapoos  and  Lipans  are  answerable  for  murders  and 
theft«  without  number.  They  cross  the  Rio  Grande  at  almost  any  point  between  San 
Diego  and  Fort  Clark,  whirl  around  through  the  settlements,  kill  shepherds,  travelers, 
and  others,  attack  ranches  and  drive  away  to  Mexico  herds  of  horses,  leaving  a  trail 
of  broken-down  animals,  dead  bodies,  and  pillaged  ranches  behind  them. 

The  commissioners  have  no  doubt  that  there  are  spies  and  emissaries  aiding  the  ne- 
farious traders  who  inform,  through  them,  the  Indians  of  any  suitable  opportunity  for 
a  descent. 

With  regret  the  commissioners  report  that  at  the  town  of  Laredo  the  feeling  was  so 
strong,  in  connection  with  the  debasing  circle  of  Mexican  local  influence,  illicit  trade, 
and  hostility  to  Americans,  that,  although  the  drum  had  been  beaten  on  one  occasion 
to  rally  the  inhabitants  of  that  town  generally  to  repel  an  attack  of  the  Kickapoos, 
and  the  bodies  of  men  murdered  by  them  often  been  brouf^ht  into  the  town,  but  few 
resident  witnesses  could  be  found  who  could  state  what  tnbes  of  Indians  depredated 
upon  them.  As  the  town  of  New  Laredo,  Mexico  (opposite),  is  often  visited  by  Kicka- 
poos, who  trade  there,  this  uncertainty  has  but  one  explanation — a  strong  sympathy 
with  the  corrupt  local  influences  on  the  Mexican  side. 

In  the  extracts  from  the  evidence  following,  the  commissioners  present  some  of  the 
features  of  this  Indian  warfare,  and  such  is  the  association  of  the  Mexican  and  Indian 
raiders  that  the  depositions  taken  will  be  found  teeming  with  details  of  the  bloody 
work  carried  on  by  these  outlaws. 

The  horrible  affair  at  Howard's  Well,  in  which  a  number  of  employ^,  teamsters, 
were  burned  by  desperate  marauders  on  April  20, 1872,  is  the  basis  of  the  complaint 
of  Mrs. Gonzales,  Petition  No.  322,  which,  with  the  accompanying  evidence  and 

Sapers,  will  show  that  over  twenty  Mexicans  were  engaged  in  the  affair  with  the  In- 
ians. 

The  grave  responsibility  of  the  Mexican  Government  cannot  be  overlooked  when  the 
continued  protection  given  to  marauders  by  its  frontier  authorities,  the  illicit  trade 
with  the  Indians  carried  on  by  its  degraded  merchants,  who  are  justly  suspected  of 
furthering  outrages  on  Texas,  and  the  fact  of  a  friendly  shelter  being  given  to  the  re- 
treating raiders  laden  with  the  spoils  of  a  friendly  territory,  are  considered. 

Mexican  traders  largely  supply  arms,  liquor,  and  ammunition  to  the  Comanches  and 
other  Indians  in  Northern  and  Northwestern  Texas,  crossing  into  Texas  these  goods  in 
an  illegal  manner. 
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INDIAN  DEPREDATIONS  ON  THE  NORTHERN  AND  NORTHWESTERN  FRONTIER. 

The  Indians  oommitting  these  depredations  being  under  the  control  of  agents  or 
given  over  to  the  watchful  military,  the  commissioners  feel  that  they  can  present  no 
new  phases  of  the  problem  in  this  regard,  and  refer  to  the  many  petitions,  the  volu- 
minous evidence,  and  to  the  astonishing  fact  that  Indians  steal  horses  from  the  very 
outskirts  of  San  Antonio,  as  indicative  of  the  present  condition  of  the  country — a  state 
of  affairs  which  prevents  any  considerable  immigration  in  many  remote  but  fertile 
parts  of  Texas.  The  warlike  Indians  of  the  frontier  referred  to  often  cut  a  path 
through  populous  districts  and  escape  with  a  rich  booty. 

The  appendix  contains  a  partial  list  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  kidnapped.  The 
letter  of  Commercial  Agent  William  Schuchardt,  set  forth  in  the  evidence,  details  the 
fact  that  an  Indian  in  Mexico  holding  a  captive,  by  bein^  absent  on  a  raid  into  Texas,  all 
negotiations  for  the  release  of  the  prisoner  must  wait  till  the  return  of  his  captor. 
Comment  is  needless. 

The  commission  observe  that  the  freauency  of  raids  by  cattle- thieves  and  Indians 
makes  it  an  impossibility  to  collect  a  full  list  of  killed  and  wounded.  An  astonishing 
number  of  lives  are  lost,  and  the  public  mind  does  not  retain  long  the  details  of  any 
one  raid,  as  some  fresh  disorder  occurs  to  efface  the  impression.  It  has  been  generally 
found  impossible  to  obtain  records  of  coroners  or  public  statistics  relating  to  the  loss 
of  life. 

BXTRACTS  FROM   THE   GENERAL  EVIDENCE   TAKEN   DURING   SESSIONS  OF    1873,  AS   TO 

INDIAN  RAIDS. 

Deposition  No.  501.  James  O.  Luby  testifies  that  he  is  a  merchant,  and  has  lived 
eleven  years  on  the  Rio  Grande  frontier.  On  August  10, 1870.  witness  saw  eight  Kick- 
apoo  Indians,  mounted  and  armed,  driving  a  herd  of  stolen  horses  toward  Bd^exico,  in 
Texas,  about  four  miles  from  Fort  E^ell.  These  Isdians  were  drunk,  having  robbed 
a  Texas  ranch  and  obtained  some  liquor.  Tbey  were  not  in  war-paint,  but  all  had 
shields  with  them.  On  September  26,  1870,  witness  saw  a  party  of  about  twenty  In- 
dians driving  a  herd  of  stolen  horses  toward  the  Rio  Grande :  this  on  the  main  road 
from  Fort  Ewell  to  Laredo.  On  December  3, 1870,  a  party  ox  forty-two  Kickapoo  In- 
diana surrounded  Nogalitas  ranch,  in  Ensinal  County,  Texas.  The  Indians  besieged 
the  ranch  for  two  hours,  f^m  there  they  went  to  the  Charco  Largo  ranch  of  Colonel 
Benavides.  Witness  heard  firing  going  on  there ;  next  day  witness  pursued  these  In- 
dians, and  found  on  the  road  between  Charco  Largo  and  Quirogas  ranch  dead  horses 
and  animals  lying  in  the  road ;  they  had  been  killed  with  arrows.  At  Quirogas  ranch 
witness  saw  a  Mexican  woman  the  Indians  had  killed ;  a  man  had  been  killed  near  the 
ranch  and  buried ;  saddle,  moccasins,  and  arrows,  all  of  Kickapoo  style,  were  picked 
up.  Witness  lost  his  saddle-horse  on  this  raid,  and  knows  that  horse  to  be  now  in 
Mexico.  Witness  has  made  unsuccessful  efforts  to  get  the  said  horse.  Two  horses 
belonging  to  customs- inspectors  were  also  stolen.  All  the  raids  referred  to  are  the 
work  of  Indians  coming  from  Mexico.  Last  year  ( 1872)  the  Kickapoos  made  three  raids 
near  San  Diego.  Scouts  were  sent  after  them.  The  Indians  usually  come  in  the  dark 
of  the  moon,  stay  three  or  four  days,  and  go  out  with  their  plunder.  Witness,  as  jus- 
tice of  the  peace,  has  sometimes  sent  assistance  to  the  Piedras  Pintas  ranch,  to  keep  it 
from  being  burned  by  Mexican  outlaws,  under  the  command  of  one  Alberto  Garcia. 
Witness  is  obliged  to  travel  always  armed.  Horses  are  often  stolen  in  the  vicinity  of 
San  Diego,  and  run  off  into  Mexico.  A  herd  of  thirty  stolen  horses  was  captured  a 
few  days  since  (March  20, 1873),  on  their  way  to  the  Rio  Grande.  One  of  the  horses 
belonged  to  Richard  King,  and  his  brand  thereon  was  altered  and  defaced.  All  these 
marauding  parties  come  from  Mexico. 

Deposition  No.  502.  Edward  N.  Gray  testifies  that  he  resides  at  San  Diego,  Duval 
County,  Texas,  and  has  lived  on  the  frontier  since  his  childhood.  Witness  Knows  of 
Kickapoo  Indians  raiding  in  from  Mexico,  killing  and  robbing  Texans  and  plundering. 
Witness  has  seen  bodies  of  the  killed  as  well  as  wounded  persons ;  has  examined  tro- 
phies captured  from  them.  For  four  years  witness  has  observed  the  results  of  their 
robberies.  The  murdered  persons  have  usually  been  shepherds  (as  this  is  a  grazing 
country).  One  boy  was  murdered  near  the  Becena  ranch  last  year,  near  the  house. 
The  Indians  usually  kill  with  arrows  or  lances.  The  party  who  killed  the  boy  were 
recognized  as  Kickapoos.  Armed  bands  have  been  raised  in  Mexico  to  raid  on  Texas, 
plunder,  and  kill,  and  have  driven  off  horses  and  cattle  to  Mexico ;  many  of  the  per- 
sons were  known  to  me.  Witness  has  followed  the  trails  to  Rio  Grande,  and  has  met 
these  marauders  driving  the  stock  on  the  roads ;  has  recaptured  stock  from  some  of 
them.  Has  recognized  stolen  cattle  from  Texas  offered  for  sale  in  Mexico,  and  has  met 
the  thieves  there.  Stolen  cattle,  worth  from  sixteen  to  twenty  dollars  a  head  in  Texas, 
are  offered  there  for  five  dollars.  Witness  has  seen  in  Mexico,  cattle  of  Belden,  John 
Robb,  Richard  King,  W.  W.  Wright.  T.  H.  Clark,  Hale  &.  Barton,  his  own,  and  other 
brands,    lias  reclaimed  numbers  of  nis  own,  or  as  agent,  and  has  failed  to  recover  the 
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cattle  or  the  proceeds  of  their  sale.  In  one  case,  the  alcalde  of  Camargo  held  on  to 
some  money  (the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  stolen  cattle)  until  the  fiscal,  or  some  other 
ranking  oflScer,  extorted  it  from  him.  The  frontier  authorities  of  Mexico  have  ac- 
knowledged, in  some  cases,  to  witness  they  could  not  stop  the  stealing  and  marauding. 
The  stolen  cattle  were  often  taken  for  government  use  by  officers  of  the  Mexican  army. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Juan  Flores  mounted  some  of  his  troops  on  horses  and  mules  stolen 
from  witness.  Alcalde  Trinidad  Flores  claimed  the  stock  of  a  friend  from  Colonel 
Juan  Flores,  and  was  informed  that  the  government  needed  them,  and  it  was  neces- 
sary it  should  have  them. 

Deposition  No.  .516.  Adolph  Leon  Labbe  testifies  that  he  resides  at  San  Diego,  Dnval 
County,  and  has  lived  ten  years  on  the  frontier;  that  he  owned  a  sheep-ranch  at  £1 
Sanz,  near  Eagle  Pass,  in  1863.  Shortly  after  the  stocking  of  said  ranch,  the  Kickapoo 
Indians  commenced  to  raid  in  from  Mexico,  stealing  cattle,  horses,  and  killing  people. 
Witness  was  warned  not  to  keep  his  family  at  the  •ranch.  In  1866  the  Kickapoos  came, 
in  the  absence  of  witness,  to  the  ranch  and  murdered  Major  H.  P.  Darling  (bis  part- 
ner)) Thomas  Cesser,  John  Smith,  and  Allen  (a  colored  boy),  with  a  Mf  xican  boy  Pablo. 

The  Indians,  divided  into  three  parties,  escaped  from  tb«  troops  who  pursued  them 
and  returned  to  Mexico.  Five  thousand  sheep  had  been  scattered  by  this  raid,  and 
many  were  lost  and  perished.  The  ranch  was  broken  up  by  this  raid.  Losses  of  wit- 
ness were  about  three  thousand  dollars.  Witness  has  lost  many  times  horses  by  these 
raids  of  bands  of  Indians  and  Mexicans;  has  applied  for  his  property,  has  sent  papers 
to  Presidio  de  Rio  Grande,  Nava,  San  Fernando,  Morellos,  San  Juan  de  Agrandas,  La 
Marroma,  but  has  never  recovered  any  of  his  stolen  property.  The  thieves  on  the 
Mexican  side  protected  each  other.  Property  was  passed  rrom  hand  to  hand  to  keep 
it  out  of  the  way.  A  Mexican  customs  officer,  named  Colonel  Valdes,  stole  a  horse  from 
witness  at  Eagle  Pass  and  took  it  to  Mexico.  Witness  charged  him  with  the  thefb,  and 
was  unable  to  recover  his  horse.  The  Indians  depredate  often  around  Eagle  Pass, 
usually  coming  in  from  Santa  Rosa,  Mexico.  Witness  caught  a  party  of  Mexicans, 
from  Presidio  de  Rio  Grande,  killing  his  sheep  in  1868,  and  pursued  them  unsncoeas- 
fuUy. 

Deposition  No.  521.  David  M.  Level  testifies  that  he  has  lived  on  the  frontier  since 
1846;  resides  at  Laredo.  In  1872  he  was  on  the  Rio  Grande  above  Laredo,  with 
Messrs.  Callahan  and  Benavides.  The  Kickapoo  Indians  made  a  raid  into  Texas  from 
Mexico,  crossing  the  Rio  Grande  twenty-five  or  thirty  miles  above  Laredo,  and  attacked 
a  camp  of  shepherds,  who  were  employed  by  Sefior  Christobal,  killing  one  man  and 
wounoing  another.  This  band  of  Indians  followed  down  the  Rio  Grande  and  stole  a 
large  number  of  horses,  recrossing  into  Mexico.  In  November,  1872,  a  party  of  ten 
Indians  raided  in  from  Mexico,  killing  two  men  eighteen  miles  from  Laredo,  and  cap- 
turctd  two  shepherds  (one  of  them  afcerwards  escaped).  These  Indians  were  pursued 
by  the  citizens  from  Laredo,  and  retired  in  a  northwest  direction.  The  Kickapoos  for 
several  years  have  been  raiding  in  from  Mexico,  stealing  horses,  attacking  and  robbing 
ranches,  murdering  settlers.  Witness  has  heard  of  people  bargaining  for  their  prop- 
erty and  recovering  it  from  these  Indians  in  Mexico.  The  Kickapoos  often  come  down 
to  New  Luredo  (opposite  Laredo)to  trade.  The  Kickapoos  have  a  camp  in  Mexico, 
opposite  Eagle  Pass.  The  Kickapoos  have  been  seen  to  come  down  to  the  outskirts 
of  New  Lar^o,  camp  and  trade,  and  then  raid  over  into  Texas.  It  is  generally  under- 
stood these  Indians  are  under  the  protection  of  the  Mexican  authorities.  Witness 
knows  of  no  acts  to  provoke  these  raids.  Witness  has  never  heard  of  the  Mexican 
authorities  interfering  to  prevent  these  raids,  but  instances  have  occurred  where  Mex- 
oans  have  sent  word  to  their  friends  in  Texas  that  the  Indians  wore  coming  in  on  raids, 
and  to  look  out. 

Deposition  No.  525.  Joseph  A.  Durand  testifies  that  he  has  resided  twenty-three 
years  on  the  Rio  Grande  frontier  and  is  familiar  with  its  history.  The  most  harassing 
depredations  on  the  frontier  are  about  Laredo  and  Eagle  Pass,  and  have  occurred  since 
the  Kickapoos  crossed  into  Mexico  to  settle.  The  Kickapoos,  Seminoles,  Lipans,  and 
Mescalero  Indians  all  seemed  to  work  together.  The  Comanches  also  come  down  upon 
these  settlements,  by  the  Mexican  side  of  the  Rio  Grande.  The  Kickapoos  are  the 
worst  of  the  lot.  Witness  has  seen  men  yet  warm  from  their  murders.  Was  at  their 
camp  at  Santa  Rosa,  Mexico,  in  1860.  and  saw  hundreds  of  them.  They  cross  the  Rio 
Grande  at  any  point  and  rob  and  plunder;  somenmes  several  parties  come  over  and 
join  in  going  out.  Witness  has  known  these  Indians  to  raid  into  Texas  as  far  as  San 
Antonio.  The  younger  Kickapoos  speak  Spanish  and  the  tribe  is  mixing  with  the  Mex- 
icans, living  at  peace  with  them.  Witness  judges  the  Kickapoos  to  l>e  increasing. 
They  are  active  and  intelligent  warriors  and  often  are  aided  by  Mexican  accomplices. 

In  1862  the  Kickapoos  made  dififerent  raids  into  Atascosa  County,  Texas ;  on  one  raid 
they  killed  two  negroes  at  French's  ranch,  stole  one  hundred  horses,  shot  a  negro  boy 
and  left  him  for  dead,  kidnapping  a  boy;  they  then  ran  over  the  county,  killing  a  man 
named  Anderson  at  Pleasanton,  drove  up  a  great  band  of  horses  and  went  out  over  the 
Rio  Grande ;  they  took  off  about  three  hundred  horses ;  witness  saw  dead  and  wounded 
horses  on)their|trail.    They  came  in  two  months  later,  killed^a  mikn^named  Thomas 
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(whom  witD688  helped  to  bary)  and  one  Lorenzo  (a  Mexican),  aUo  two  men  on  San 
Miguel  Creek,  aad  went  ont  with  a  band  of  stolen  horses  to  Mexico.  A  month  later 
they  came  in  again  and  stole  stock  from  witness,  killed  a  herder  named  Mariano  Itarte, 
stole  forty  or  fifty  horses  from  Colonel  Nabairro,  and  went  back.  Witness  has  kept  no 
record  of  dates  and  time  since  these  raids.  The  Kickapoos  have  raided  in  since  then  at 
intervals  of  one  to  six  months.  Witness  has  seen  sixty  in  one  band.  On  one  occasion 
thirty  Indians  were  attacked  by  eight  settlers,  and  they  kilted  a  son  of  witness  and 
woouded  every  man  of  the  attacking  party.  The  Kickapoos  have  made  way  with  a 
number  of  captives,  women  and  children,  and  are  supposed  to  have  murdered  some 
of  these.  The  last  raid  was  about  two  months  since  (in  February,  1873),  when  they 
captured  two  boys,  stole  some  horses  and  killed  two  men  near  Nicholas  Sanchez's  ranch. 
Life  and  property  are  insecure.  It  is  worse  than  playing  monte.  The  laxity  of  the 
Mexican  Government  is  the  great  cause  of  these  raids ;  it  allows  tbem  to  go  on  un- 
checked. Witness  has  seen  hundreds  of  stolen  Texan  cattle  in  the  Kickapoo  camp,  at 
Santa  Rosa.  Useless  efforts  have  been  made  to  reclaim  horses  stolen  and  sold  by  the 
Kickapoos.  The  Mexican  bank  of  the  river  is  a  sure  refuge  and  barrier,  and  the  Kick- 
apoos contrive  their  raids  accordingly,  and  gaining  the  farther  bank,  will  fire  on  the 
pursuers.  Cattle  have  been  run  over  to  Mexico  by  cattle-thieves  to  such  an  extent 
that  beeves  were  sold  at  Monterey,  Mexico,  for  one  and  two  dollars. 

Dejposition  No.  526.  Hamilton  C.  Peterson  has  lived  eight  vears  on  the  frontier,  and 
testines  that  on  September  18, 1871,  he  was  at  McComl^s's  ranch,  known  as  the  "  Salado,'' 
in  Eocinal  County,  and  while  there  forty  Kickapoo  Indians  came  in  from  Mexico  and 
attacked  a  small  ranch  about  tbree-fonrths  of  a  mile  distant.  Witness  could  hear  the 
shooting.  The  Indians  captured  five  horses  and  came  up  to  McCombs's  ranch  ;  made 
some  demonstrations,  but  as  the  ranch  had  been  prepared  for  defense  they  went  on. 
In  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  two  couriers  came  in  with  the  news  that  these  Indians 
bad  shot  one  of  McCombs's  shepherds  full  t  f  arrows,  killing  him,  and  bad  surrounded 
a  ranch  eight  miles  below.  In  this  raid  the  Indiians  stole  al^ut  fifty  horses  in  a  circuit 
of  twelve  miles  and  kidnapped  three  children. 

Deposition  No.  527.  Thomas  J.  Lee  testifies  that  he  lives  at  Laredo,  and  has  been  six 
yeais  on  the  frontier;  was  a  soldier  in  the  Fourth  United  States  Cavalry,  stationed  at 
Laredo  and  Fort  Clark ;  has  scouted  along  the  Upper  Rio  Grande,  and  followed  many 
Indian  trails.  About  two  years  ago  witness  followed  a  trail  of  Indians  within  twenty 
miles  of  Laredo ;  found  where  they  had  killed  horses  and  bad  crossed  over  to  Mexico ; 
on  this  trail  the  pursuers  picked  up  abandoned  and  worn-out  horses.  Witness  has  often 

Eursued  cattle-thieves  and  Indians;  the  trails  show  these  marauders  to  have  come  from 
[exico.  The  Indians  were  usually  reported  to  be  Kickapoo  Indians.  In  1868,  witness, 
with  a  detachment,  followed  the  trail  of  some  Indians  who  had  crossed  the  Rio  Grande, 
and,  after  four  days'  march,  struck  the  Indians  and  were  driven  back,  losing  a  guide 
killed.  These  Indians  had  crossed  fifty  miles  above  Eagle  Pass,  and  the  fight  occurred 
on  the  Pecos,  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hundred  miles  within  Texas.  The  settlers 
around  Fort  Clark  suffer  terribly  from  these  depredations.  Witness  believes  there  is 
a  class  of  people  who  co-operate  with  the  marauders  and  inform  them  what  to  do.  In 
1872  a  Mexican  laborer,  working  for  witness,  stopped  a  cart  of  witness  and  stole  a 
mule,  riding  it  away,  saying  that  be  belonged  to  the  band  of  **  Caballo  Blanco,"  a 
noted  marauder,  and  was  going  to  ioin  him. 

Deposition  No.  529.  Angustin  Salibas  testifies  that  he  lives  at  Laredo,  Tex.,  and  is 
mayor  of  the  city  of  Laredo ;  has  lived  all  his  life  on  this  frontier.  On  December  24, 
1871,  witness  was  at  Santa  Isabel,  thirteen  miles  from  here,  engaged  in  branding  cat- 
tle. At  9  o'clock  p.  m.  a  band  of  Indians,  thirty  in  number,  dashed  into  the  field  and 
gathered  up  twenty  or  more  horses  belonging  to  witness  and  his  neighbors.  Next 
morning  witness  pursued  the  Indians,  ai  d  found  the  body  of  Jos6  Maria  Rendon  mur- 
dered by  these  Indians.  Witne^s  declares  life  and  property  to  be  unsafe  on  the  Rio 
Grande  frontier.  The  cause  of  this  state  of  affairs  is  the  raids  of  Indians  coming  from 
Mexico.  Witness  has  seen  the  bodies  of  a  number  of  persons  murdered  by  Indians 
brought  to  Laredo.  The  Indians  come  in  three  or  four  times  a  year,  killing  shepherds 
and  plundering.  Witness  has  never  known  American  citizens  to  go  to  Mexico  to  steal ; 
the  citizens  of  this  frontier  are  respectable  and  peaceable,  and  attack  no  other  com- 
munity. 

Deposition  No.  530.  Margarito  Sanchez  testifies  that  he  lives  at  Laredo  and  has  lived 
all  his  life  on  the  Rio  Grande  frontier.  In  1852  witness  lost  two  shepherds,  killed  by 
Comanches,  about  twenty  miles  from  Laredo.  In  1860  the  Indians  murdered  one  of 
witness's  shepherds  at  Rancberias.  In  1865  the  Indians  killed  one  of  witness's  shep- 
herds at  Los  Olmos.  In  1860  the  Indians  stole  a  lot  of  horses  from  witness.  In  1870 
the  Indians  stole  fourteen  horses  from  witness.  On  this  occasion  the  rancheros  at  Agua 
Verde,  in  Coahnila,  Mexico,  recognized  the  stolen  property,  and  returned  most  of  the 
horses;  they  took  them  from  the  Indians  who  had  made  the  raid  from  Mexico.  In  1871 
witness  lost  horses,  stolen  by  Indians,  from  his  ranch  Santa  Isabel— eighteen  stolen  at 
this  time,  and  killedTJ.  M.^Rendon.     Witness^  knows  of  various  depredations  on  his 
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friends  by  Indians.    In  1869  or  1870,  Don  Juan  Ortez  lost  five  shepherds  mnrdered  by 
Indians.    Christobal  Lerma  was  murdered ,  in  1872|  by  Indians,  near  witness's  ranch. 

Deposition  No.  531.  Bartolo  Garcia  testifies  that  he  lives  at  Laredo,  Tex.,  and  has 
spent  his  life  on  the  frontier.  In  1859  a  large  party  of  Indians  raided  on  the  settle- 
ments near  here  and  stole  (among  other  property)  sixteen  horses  from  witness.  These 
Indians  came  from  the  north.  Witness  pursued  them  and  had  a  fight  with  a  small 
band  of  the  raiders.  One  of  witness's  horses  was  seen  on  the  Mexican  side  at  Pre- 
sidio de  Rio  Grande  afterward.  In  1859  witness  lost  sixteen  or  seventeen  horses  by 
an  Indian  raid.  In  November,  1872,  witness  lost  a  number  of  horses  by  an  Indian  raid 
at  Loma  Prita,  also  Christobal  Leoma  and  Antonio  Salinas.  In  1H70,  General  Quiroga 
lost  his  overseer,  murdered  by  Indians,  and  had  one  hundred  mules  and  horses  stoleu 
from  his  ranch  '*  Charco  de  los  Indios.''  In  December,  1870,  the  Indians  attacked  a 
train  on  the  San  Antonio  road,  killed  a  woman  named  Guadalupe  Resendo,  and  kid- 
napped Martina  Diaz  (who  is  now  in  San  Antonio).  After  this,  the  Indians  raided  to- 
ward San  Antonio  and  killed  a  boy  named  Jesus  Aldama,  and  at  Rancherias,  return- 
ing, they  killed  a  boy  named  Pedro  Cruz.    Troops  were  sent  in  pursuit  of  these  raiders. 

Deposition  No.  532.  Cecilio  Uillareal  testifies  that  he  resides  at  El  Paso,  near  Laredo, 
and  his  lived  all  his  life  on  the  frontier.  In  1866  a  band  of  Indians  raided  in  as  far  as 
Zapata  County,  taking  out  over  three  hundred  horses,  and  in  crossing  witness's  ranch 
stole  about  eight  horses  from  him  and  killed  two  men.  These  Indians  were  pursued 
and  a  fight  occurred.  Witness  does  not  remember  the  tribe  of  Indians  who  made 
this  raid. 

Deposition  No.  533.  Carlos  Salinas  testifies  that  he  has  lived  twenty  years  on  the 
frontier.  In  1862  the  father-in-law  of  witness,  going  to  a  place  called  Highway,  be- 
yond the  Nueces  River,  was  murdered  by  Indians  near  Los  Olmos,  as  well  as  his  ser- 
vant, Manuel  Garcia,  one  mule  being  stolen.  The  Indians  were  nnsuccessfully  pur- 
sued. 

Deposition  No.  534.  Juan  Ortiz  testifies  that  he  lives  at  Laredo,  Tex. ;  has  been  all 
his  life  on  the  frontier.  In  18.'>5  witness  lost  a  number  of  cattle  and  horses  by  a  Co- 
manche raid.  At  this  time  his  herder,  F.  Flores,  was  killed,  four  miles  from  Laredo.  In 
1859  a  band  of  Indians  robbed  the  Santa  Barbara  rauch  of  its  horses.  In  1867,  on  Sep- 
tember 12th,  a  baud  of  Indians  attacked  Los  Yejones,  twenty-nine  miles  from  Laredo, 
and  killed  Amador  Beza,  Anastasio  Garza,  I.  M.  Ramurez,  Lux  Luma,  M.  Ramurez,  and 
Clofas  Ochoa,  all  these  men  being  sheep-herders.  These  Indians  scattered  the  sheep- 
herd  of  witness,  causing  great  loss,  viz,  thirty-six  hundred  sheep,  which  perished  on  the 
prairies.  The  Indians  stole  a  number  of  horses  from  Santa  Barbara  ranch  a  few  days 
oefore  the  last  raid. 

Deposition  No.  535.  Carlos  Gil  testifies  that  he  resides  at  Laredo,  and  has  been  a 
frontiersman  all  his  life ;  knows  the  vicinity  well.  In  December,  1860,  a  band  of  In- 
dians attacked  Los  Ojeulos,  forty-three  miles  from  Laredo,  robbing  that  ranch  of  a 
number  of  horses.  In  July,  1861,  witness's  father-in-law  lost  six  animals  (horses  and 
mules)  by  an  Indian  raid  in  Live  Oak  County ;  the  trail  showed  the  plunder  to  have 
been  taken  to  Mexico.  In  1865  the  Indians  attacked  El  Paso  ranch  in  Webb  County, 
stealing  seventeen  horses,  aud  witness  states  that  all  efforts  to  recover  the  property  so 
stolen  have  been  in  vain. 

Deposition  No.  541.  Francisco  Secundino  Nieto  testifies  that  he  resides  at  Eagle 
Pass,  Tex. ;  that  on  September  20,  1870,  while  en  route  to  San  Antonio  with  a  train  of 
corn,  and  having  eight  employes,  the  party  was  attacked  by  Comanche  Indians  at 
Alto  de  la  Minita.  The  men  ran  away  and  abandoned  witness  and  his  son.  The  In- 
dians robbed  the  train  and  kidnapped  a  boy,  son  of  the  witness.  The  Indians  had  five 
horses  stolen  from  Minita  ranch,  which  they  attacked.  The  boy  who  was  made  cap- 
tive was  returned  to  witness  on  November  29, 1872,  having  been  liberated  by  General 
McKenzie,  U.  S.  A.  Witness  states  that  life  and  property  are  not  safe  on  the  Rio 
Grande  frontier.    Indians  and  Mexicans  depredate  continually  on  the  settlers. 

Note. — The  boy  referred  to  in  the  evidence  above  given  is  fourteen  years  of  age, 
and  stated  before  the  commission  that  he  was  maltreated  during  his  captivity  ;  that 
the  Comanches  have  many  Mexican  and  American  boys  in  captivity;  also  a  number 
of  Mexican  women. 

Deposition  No.  543.  Manuel  Ban  testifies  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
now  in  command  of  a  company  of  '*  minute-men"  on  the  Rio  Grande  frontier.  He 
lived  at  Santa  Rosa  in  Mexico  from  1842  to  1854 :  resides  now  in  Maverick  County, 
Texas.  When  Santiago  Vidaurri  was  governor  of  Nueva  Leon  and  Coahuila,  a  smidi 
band  of  Kickapoos  lived  at  Moreles  in  Coahuila.  Vicente  Gurza,  political  chief  of 
Coahuila,  in  obedience  to  the  wishes  of  Vidaurri,  sent  an  invitation  to  the  Kickapoo 
tribe  to  come  to  Mexico.  Land  was  ofiered  to  them,  sixty  miles  above  Piedras  Negras, 
oxen,  garden -seeds,  tools,  &c.  The  Kickapoos  came  over  about  five  months  after 
Vidaurri's  proposals.  Before  their  arrival  Vidaurri  had  gone  out  of  office  and  Gregorio 
Golindo,  governor  of  Coahuila,  received  the  Indians.  Witness  saw  the  commissioners 
hand  their  report  to  the  governor.  They  reported  the  arrival  of  seven  hundred  and 
eighty  Indians.    These  Indians  were  placed  under  the  protection  of  the  Juarez  gov- 
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erDment.  WitDoss  oonsiders  them  Mexioan  oitizeDS.  They  served  in  the  Mexican 
army  and  drew  pay.  Fifteen  were  in  Captain  A.  Oaerra's  company.  Shortly  after 
the  Kickapoos  settled  they  began  to  cross  the  Rio  Grande  and  depredate  on  Texas. 
Witness  has  followed  their  trails  to  the  river.  Stolen  horses  and  cattle  from  Texas 
were  fonnd  in  the  Kiokapoo  camp  at  Santa  Rosa.  Li  pan  Indians  assisted  in  these 
raids.  The  Mexican  anthorities  were  notified  of  these  raids  by  Texans.  Four  years 
ago  the  Kickapoos  raided  iDto  Texas  and  stole  over  forty-one  horses  around  Eaele 
Pass,  Fort  Clark,  &.c.  Two  of  witness's  employes  saw  the  Indians  cross  the  Rio  Grande, 
f  om  Mexico,  twenty -one  miles  above  Eagle  Pass.  These  men  followed  the  In- 
dians and  recaptured  the  horses  near  Santa  Rosa  when  the  Indians  were  asleep.  The 
horses  were  so  worn  out  they  needed  rest,  and  the  men  drove  them  into  Santa 
Rosa.  Captain  Guerra,  Mexican  army,  arrested  the  men  on  snspicion  of  stealiug 
the  horses.  When  the  Kickapoos  got  into  Santa  Rosa  they  claimed  the  horses,  but 
finally  Guerra  released  the  employes  and  imprisoned  some  Kickapoos  for  a  few  days. 
The  Kickapoos  claimed  the  horses  as  having  got  them  beyond  the  "  big  water,'' 
the  Rio  Grande,  and  they  were  represented  before  the  Mexican  authorities  by  one 
Jef us  Golan,  who  insisted  that  the  Kickapoos  were  at  war  with  the  United  States, 
and  had  a  perfect  right  to  steal  from  Texans.  Witness  forwarded  papers  and  suc- 
ceeded in  recovering  some  horses  (seventeen  in  all)  belonging  to  Marion  Pufflt,  Mr. 
Wiley,  and  John  Baker  (all  Texaus).  The  horses  were  abused,  and  most  of  them  died 
soon  afterward.  Witness  believes  none  of  these  would  have  been  recovered  but  for 
the  friendly  offices  of  his  brother-in-law.  Captain  Guerra.  Since  1865,  armed  Mexicans 
have  been  crossing  the  Rio  Grande  and  preying  on  the  Texans.  This  fact  has  been 
notoriously  known  for  a  long  while.  For  some  time  these  bands  crossed  the  Rio 
Grande  above  Fort  Duncan.  After  a  time  they  were  pursued  by  citizens,  and  the 
crossing  above  Duncan  has  been  abandoned.  Below  Eagle  Pass  there  are  some  Mexi- 
can settlements  this  side  of  Laredo.  They  are  not  strong  enough  to  stop  the  maraud- 
ers, but  witness  does  not  think  they  would  if  they  could.  Witness  has  trailed  stolen 
herds  within  sight  of  these  houses  and  settlements,  and  in  no  case  have  any  of  these 
eettlers  reported  the  depredations.  There  are  large  roads  to  the  river  used  by  these 
niaranding  parties,  and  they  are  used  almost  daily.  On  January  19, 1873,  witness,  with 
nineteen  minute-men,  went  down  the  Rio  Grande  below  Eagle  Pasn,  found  the  cattle- 
trails  referred  to ;  camped  and  posted  men  to  watch  the  roads;  on  January  25  the  men 
were  placed  under  cover  near  the  crossing ;  a  mounted  man  was  reported  to  me  on  this 
side  of  the  river ;  five  other  men,  mounted,  soon  joined  him.  Witness  moved  to  cut 
this  party  off  from  the  crossing ;  they  started  at  a  run  and  got  to  the  crossing  in  advance ; 
^ttiQg  to  the  crossing,  there  were  found  about  fifteen  or  twenty  Mexicans  in  the  river 
£oing  over ;  as  they  were  nearer  the  Mexican  bank  than  the  American,  and  had  no 
property  in  their  possession,  witness  did  not  fire  on  them.  The  Mexican  party  disap- 
peared in  the  timber  and  crept  around,  hid  their  horses, and  opened  a  brisk  fire  on  us; 
witness  replied  with  his  party,  and  fired  about  two  hundred  shots,  when  the  attacking 
party  finally  broke  and  fled.  Witness  lost  no  men,  but  learned  that  three  of  the  Mexi- 
cans were  killed,  and  six  were  wounded,  of  whom  four  afterward  died.  Sostenes  de 
Lnna  was  the  captain  of  this  gang;  he  was  wounded.  The  Mexican  party  had  just 
crossed,  and  were  going  into  the  cattle  range. 

On  February  18,  1873,  witness  was  eighteen  miles  above  Eagle  Pass,  and  saw  two 
mounted  men  crossing  the  river.  With  two  of  his  command  witness  moved  to  cut 
the  men  off  from  the  river,  and  they  ran  when  seen.  On  the  bank  of  the  river  wit- 
ness saw  these  men  stripped  and  swimming  back  to  Mexico ;  ordered  them  to  halt. 
They  did  not,  and  they  were  fired  on,  wounding  one  of  them.  Some  Mexicans  in  a 
field,  at  request  of  witness,  stopped  the  fugitives.  Witness  went  to  Monclova,  Viejo, 
Mexico,  and  cited  the  men  before  the  alcalde.  The  alcalde  declared  the  men  were  honest, 
and  liberated  them.  Witness  sent  an  official  communication  to  the  alcalde,  sending  it 
by  one  of  his  men,  and  informed  him  the  men  were  thieves  and  caught  with  stolen 
property.    No  reply  was  received. 

In  1866  a  band  of  Indians  passed  near  the  ranch  of  witness  (eighteen  miles  above 
Eagle  Pass)  with  a  large  number  of  stolen  horses  they  had  picked  up  in  Texas.  Wit- 
ness pursued  with  twenty-two  men ;  overtook  them :  fonnd  them  to  be  Lipan  Indians 
from  Mexico.  After  a  brisk  fight,  in  which  witness  had  fourteen  men  and  the  Lipans 
twenty-one,  the  Indians  were  repulsed,  and  witness  captured  one  hundred  and  eighty 
head  of  stolen  cattle  from  them.  Witness  was  wounded  in  the  breast  and  nearly  died. 
The  Indian  who  wounded  him  was  called  ''  Voluntario."  Witness  wounded  an  Indian 
known  as  '^  Enriqne,"  and  one  called  "  Juan  Guerrero."  Four  days  after  the  fight  Juan 
Guerrero  was  in  Monclova  Viejo,  in  Mexico,  with  the  wounded.  All  the  Indians  lived 
in  Mexico.  They  know  witness,  and  cursed  him  by  name  in  the  fight.  General  Rey- 
nolds was  trying  then  to  induce  the  Kickapoos  to  return,  and  the  Mexican  authorities 
were  working  to  prevent  them. 

Witness  saw  a  private  letter  of  his  brother-in-law  (Captain  Guerra)  to  his  mother, 
ifttating  that  he  (Guerra)  was  going  with  a  subsidy  of  several  thousand  dollars  to  the 
Kickapoos,  sent  by  the  government. 
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Deposition  No.  545.  John  Kibbets  testifies  that  be  is  a  Seminole  Indian  and  a  ser- 
geant of  scouts  in  tbe  United  States  service.  Witness  went  from  Florida  to  the  Semi- 
nole reservation  in  tbe  Indian  Territory ;  was  there  nine  years ;  after  bein^  there  some 
time  some  trouble  arose  about  the  proposed  sale  of  children  to  Cherokee  Indians  and 
to  white  traders.  Tbe  Seminoles  left  to  avoid  the  sale  of  these  children,  and  crossed 
Texas,  going  to  Mexico,  at  Piedras  Negras,  and  going  to  San  Fernando,  Colonia,  and 
finally  settling  at  Nacimiento,  twentr-tive  miles  northwest  of  Santa  Rosa,  Mexico. 
Com  and  vegetables  were  raised  for  a  living.  After  the  death  of  Wildcat,  which  took 
place  in  1853,  tbe  Seminoles  became  dissatisfied,  and  left  for  the  Seminole  reservation. 
The  Mexicans  did  not  comply  with  their  promises,  and  the  Seminoles  became  dis- 
gusted. Tbe  colored  people,  under  Billy  Bowlegs  and  witness,  remained  in  Mexico, 
and  bad  finally  to  leave  because  the  Mexicans  stole  horses  and  robbed  them.  Witness 
was  in  Mexico  wben  tbe  Kickapoos  arrived ;  they  bad  many  horses ;  the  Mexicans 
stole  nearly  all  of  them.  The  Kickapoos  commenced  stealing  horses  from  Texas. 
They  sold  their  stolen  animals  to  tbe  Mexicans.  Witness  has  seen  them  sell  a  good 
American  horse  for  two  or  three  bottles  of  liquor.  Witness  has  seen  a  few  Kickapoos 
retnrn  from  Texas  with  a  great  many  horses.  The  Mexicans  knew  the  horses  bad 
been  stolen  from  Texas ;  some  of  tbe  horses  were  shod.  Witness  never  heard  of  any 
attempt  on  the  part  of  the  Mexicans  to  stop  this  thieving.  The  Kickapoos  are  stiU 
raiding  on  Texas.  Witness  has  foUowed  tbeir  trails.  The  Kickapoos  haye  stolen 
thirty  bead  of  horses  from  witness  and  bis  people.  Witness  has  one  hundred  Seminoles 
under  him,  and  there  are  about  two  hundred  men  left  in  Mexico. 

Deposition  No.  554.  Thomas  A.  Napkins  testifies  that  he  resides  at  Eagle  Pass.  In 
June.  1869,  witness  was  medical  officer  of  a  scout  from  Fort  Clark  under  the  command 
of  Capt.  Jobn  M.  Bacon,  Ninth  Cavalry,  and  was  in  a  fight  with  tbe  Lipan  Indians  on 
tbe  Pecos  River.  A  Seminole  named  Juan  Caballo  was  chief  of  that  band  of  Indians, 
and  was  afr erward  seen  at  Piedras  Negras,  Mexico,  and  Eagle  Pass,  Texas.  The  Indians 
fought  with  bad  with  them  mules  stolen  from  a  government  friegbt-train  and  belong- 
ing to  Adams  &.  Wickes.  Animals  stolen  from  Fort  Clark,  three  years  previous,  were  also 
recaptured.  In  September,  1871,  two  herds  of  horses,  one  in  charge  of  I.  M.  Whipff 
and  one  under  Manuel  Ban,  were  stolen  by  Kickapoo  Indians  from  Mexico.  Witnesa 
lost  three  hornes  by  the  raid,  and  tbe  Indians  killed  several  persons  from  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Eagle  Pass. 

Deposition  No.  559.  Albert  Turpe  testifies  that  he  has  lived  ten  years  on  the  Rio 
Grande,  and  has  traveled  extensively  on  tbe  frontier,  especially  on  tbe  Mexican  side. 
Witness  has  been  at  Santa  Rosa,  Mexico,  and  knows  tbe  manner  of  doing  business 
there.  Jesus  Galan,  Abran  de  la  Gurza,  and  Ismal  Galan  are  carrying  on  a  trade  with 
tbe  Kickapoo  and  Pottawatomie  Indians  there,  at  tbe  Mexican  mission  called  the  Naci- 
miento  (twenty-five  miles  northwest  of  Santa  Rosa).  Tbe  said  Jesus  Galan  gives 
credit  to  the  Kickapoo  Indians,  givinp^  them  what  goods  they  want,  to  be  paid  for  with 
stock  stolen  from  Texas  at  tbe  rate  ot  tbree  dollars  a  bead  for  horses  and  mules.  Rich- 
ard Turpe  (brother  of  witness)  lived  some  time  at  Santa  Rosa,  and  has  informed  wit- 
ness tbat  Jobn  Taylor  (a  Kickapoo)  with  a  squad  of  his  men  made  periodical  raids  on 
Texas,  and  boasted  of  tbe  number  of  Texan  men,  women,  and  children  be  had  killed. 
Witness  saw  tbe  said  Jobn  Taylor  to  have  the  scalp  of  a  woman  in  his  possession  (the 
scalp  being  only  two  or  tbree  weeks  taken).  A  Mexican  named  Francisco  *  *  % 
living  five  miles  below  Santa  Rosa,  used  to  raid  into  Texas  with  the  Taylor  gang,  and 
came  to  grief,  being  killed  in  some  way  or  otber.  An  Indian  was  killed  m  Texas,  near 
Castroville,  in  Medina  County,  and  recognized  to  be  a  Kickapoo  from  Santa  Rosa, 
Mexico.  Witness,  at  the  instance  of  Hon.  George  H.  Noonan  and  Col.  J.  C.  De  Gress, 
United  States  Army,  has  several  times  in  the  last  seven  years  tried  to  induce  the 
Kickapoos  and  Pottawatomies  to  retnrn  to  tbeir  American  reservations,  but  has  been 
prevented  from  doing  so  by  tbe  efi'orts  of  those  citizens  and  civil  authorities  of 
Mexico  who  are  doing  such  a  good  business  with  the  Kickapoos.  These  parties  repre- 
sented to  the  Indians  tbat  witness  was  a  spy,  tbat  be  would  lead  in  troops  to  destroy 
them,  and  tbat  tbe  Texans  would  kill  tbem  if  they  tried  to  march  through  Texas.  It 
was  made  dangerous  for  witness,  and  be  received  friendly  warning  to  leave.  The 
Kickapoo  chitf  declared  tbat  the  world  was  made  for  all  to  live  in;  that  the  white 
man  has  no  right  to  encroach  on  the  bunting-grounds  of  tbe  red  man,  and  has  no 
right  to  cut  tbe  land  up  into  little  squares.  Witness  believes  tbe  Poitawatomies  to  be 
more  friendly  tban  tbe  Kickai  oos,  and  to  bave  abstained  greatly  from  raiding  in 
Texas.  In  1868  or  1869,  a  herd  of  horses  was  stolen  six  miles  above  Castroville,  in 
Medina  County,  Texas,  and  witness  visited,  in  disguise,  tbe  neigbborbood  of  tbe 
Kickapoo  canipp,  but  conld  find  none  of  tbe  animals  missed,  although  tbe  brands  of 
nearly  all  tbe  Htock-rai8ers  went  of  San  Antonio  conld  be  recognized  in  the  stolen  herds 
then  there.  In  1870  tbe  Kickapoos  bad  a  fight  with  tbe  Mescaleros  and  Lipans  in 
Mexico,  and  caused  these  tribes  to  retreat  to  Monclova  Viejo,  eighteen  miles  above 
Piedras  Negras.  Some  captives  with  the  retreating  party  were  seen  by  witness.  They 
were  mostly  Mexicans,  put  in  tbe  lower  edge  of  the  camp.  Witness  saw  a  white  girl, 
nine  or  ten  years  old.  brown  hair  and  blue-eyed,  and  addressed  her  in  English  and 
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German.  She  seemed  to  uDderstaDd,  bat  showed  fear  of  her  captofs.  Witness  tried 
to  rescue  her  and  get  over  the  river,  bat  was  fired  at,  and  under  a  shower  of  arrows 
ran  to  the  Rio  Grande  and  swam  over.  Witness  offered  |200  in  specie  for  her  if  any 
Mexican  would  restore  her  to  the  Texan  side ;  but  the  Indians  spirited  her  away  soon 
after.  In  these  camps  witness  saw  two  horses  from  Castroville,  Medina  County,  Texas, 
belonging;  to  the  Lossberg  family.  The  civil  authorities  of  Santa  Rosa  refused  to  give  up 
stolen  property  on  the  ground  it  was  spoils  of  war,  taken  by  the  Kickapoos  f  rom  nostile 
Lipaus  and  Mescaleros.  A  Mexican  boy  was  secured  from  the  Mesoaleros  and  Lipans 
early  in  1873,  and  delivered  to  the  post  commander  at  Fort  Duncan.  On  April  9, 1873, 
witness  was  notified  that  a  white  boy,  stolen  from  Cibolo  Creek,  in  Texas,  would  be 
delivered  od  payment  of  $250.  The  description  was  that  of  the  son  of  H.  M.  Smith, 
of  Boeme,  on  Cibolo  Creek,  Tex.  Witness  gave  security,  and  notified  Governor  Davis, 
of  Texas,  and  Mr.  Smith. 
Note. — The  boy  has  been  delivered  to  his  parents.  (See  Petitiofif  242.) 
A  year  and  a  half  ago  tbe  Indians  raided  on  the  herds  of  horses  belonging  to  the 
town  of  Eagle  Pass,  and  stole  eighty  head  of  saddle-horses.  The  herders  got  to  cover 
and  escaped.  Men  have  been  killed  by  these  Indians  to  such  an  extent  that  names 
and  dateis  are  quickly  forgotten — it  is  almost  a  daily  occurrence.  Witness  is  at  pres- 
ent clerk  of  the  district  court  of  Maverick  County,  Texas. 

Deposition  No.  641.  Peter  Tomlinson  testifies  that  he  lives  at  Pleasanton,  Atascosa 
County,  and  has  been  fifty-two  years  on  the  frontier.  In  1855  witness,  with  a  party  of 
about  ten  men,  pursued  a  band  of  Indians  in  McMullen  County;  On  the  3Ut  of  August 
a  dead  man  was  found  who  bad  been  fri|;htfully  mutilated ;  he  was  an  American, 
named  Napkins ;  the  Indians  had  killed  him.  Next  day  witness  came  up  with  five 
Lipan  Indians  and  killed  them  all,  capturing  twenty-eight  horses  and  saddles.  These 
Indians  lived  in  Mexico,  and  were  reported  to  have  raided  frequently  into  Texas.  The 
horses  recaptured  belonged  to  people  near  Goliad,  Tex.,  and  were  returned  to  the 
owners.  On  September  2,  1855,  several  Mexican  neighbors  of  witness  killed  two  out 
of  three  Lipan  Indians,  who  were  on  a  plundering  trip  in  the  vicinity.  In  February, 
1861,  witness  was  on  the  Frio  River,  and  had  left  his  camp  in  charge  of  three  young 
men ;  the  Indians,  fifteen  strong,  attacked  the  camp  and  captured  all  our  baggage  and 
eighteen  horses.  In  1861,  the  ^dians,  on  a  raid,  killed  Sanders  L.  Eastwood  and  John 
Spears,  stealing  eighty  head  of  horses  from  Mr.  fierry,  of  Texas,  and  a  great  number 
from  other  people.  These  Indians  were  Lipans  and  Cnmanches,  from  Mexico.  In  1863, 
the  KickapooH,  from  Mexico,  raided  into  the  Frio  Valley  and  killed  Dean  Oden,  D. 
Williamson,  and  John  A.  English,  stealing  a  vast  herd  of  hoi'ses  from  the  neighboring 
ranches.  Some  of  these  horses  wero  seen  in  Mexico,  near  Santa  Rosa,  by  a  son  of  Mr. 
J.  Tomlinson,  and  arms  recognized,  belonging  to  people  who  bad  been  killed.  In  1872, 
while  traveling,  witness  met  a  young  man,  named  Frank,  who  had  just  escaped  from  a 
band  of  Kickapoos,  then  on  a  raid,  tbey  having  killed  his  companion.  Camp,  stealing 
five  horses.  One  of  the  horses  was  abandoned  on  the  return  to  the  Rio  Graude,  and 
found,  completely  broken  down.  Witness  has  continually  heard  of  these  Indian  raids, 
and  the  Mexican  cattle-raid?,  and  cannot  remember  dates  and  times. 


Mr.  FoBter  to  Mr.  Fish. 

(Foreign  Relations,  1875,  p.  843.) 

Legation  of  thb  Unitbd  Statks, 

MexicOf  November  30, 1874. 

Sir  :  On  the  24th  instant  I  received  a  telegram  from  Mr.  J.  Ulrich,  consul  at  Monte- 
rey, advisin*^  me  of  the  arrival  at  that  place  of  Mr.  H.  M.  Atkinson,  the  commissioner 
appointed  l*y  the  Department  of  the  Interior  to  secure  the  removal  of  the  Kickapoo 
Indians  still  remaining  in  Mexico  to  their  reservations,  and  asking  me  to  procure 
the  appointment  of  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  Mexican  Government,  and  to 
request  the  co-operation  of  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Coahuila. 

Although  I  was  not  advised  of  the  coming  of  Mr.  Atkinson,  and  had  no  instructions 
on  tbe  suoject,  I  on  the  next  day  called  on  Mr.  Lafragua,  minister  of  foreign  affairs, 
and  asked  tbe  co-operation  of  his  governmert  in  accomplishing  the  object  of  Mr. 
Atkinson's  mission,  leaving  with  him  a  note,  of  which  I  inclose  a  copy. 

Mr.  Lafragua  stated  that  the  present  mission  of  Mr.  Atkinson  had  not,  heretofore, 
been  brought  to  his  attention,  but  he  promised  that  the  subject  should  be  laid  before 
the  President  immediately. 

This  morning,  in  a  call  which  I  made  at  the  foreign  office,  I  was  informed  by  the 
chief  clerk,  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Lafragua,  that  the  same  instructions  would  be  tele. 
graphed  to-day  to  tbe  governor  of  CoaDuila  as  those  under  which  he  acted  last  year 

15  a 
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that  Setior  Montero,  who  formerly  acted  as  Mexican  cominissioDer,  would  leave  this 
city  within  a  few  days  with  full  instmctioos  npon  the  subject,  and  would  probably 
be  again  appointed  by  the  ffovemor  of  Coahnila;  and  that  the  war  department  had 
l^ven  instructions  to  the  military  commandant  on  the  Rio  Grande  frontier.  A  copy  of 
instructions  of  the  war  department  was  subsequently  sent  me  in  a  note  from  Mr. 
Lafragua,  which  I  inclose,  and  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  action  is  limited  to  such 
of  the  Kickapoos  as  have  not  entered  the  State  of  Dnrango  and  are  still  on  the  frt>ntier. 

I  am  not  advised  whether  this  limitation  will  matericdly  interfere  with  the  object  of 
Mr.  Atkinson's  mission. 

I  have  advised  the  consul  at  Monterey  by  telegraph  and  mail  of  the  action  of  the 
Mexican  Government. 
I  am,  &.C., 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 


Mr,  FUh  to  Mr.  Foxier, 

(Foreign  Relations,  1875,  p.  664.) 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  F^fruary  6|  1875. 

Sir  :  I  inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  5th  instant  frt)m  the  Secretary  of 
War,  accompanied  by  one  of  a  repDrt  of  the  commanding  officer  of  Fort  Duncan,  Texas, 
by  which  it  appears  that  the  officer  in  command  of  uie  Mexican  forces  in  Northern 
Coi^nila  has  been  instructed  to  fight  Indians  hostile  to  this  country,  and  to  co-operate 
with  United  States  troops  when  requested  to  do  so. 

Tou  are  instructed  to  express  to  the  Mexican  Government  the  gratification  of  this 
department  that  such  orders  have  been  issued. 
I  am,  &.Q,, 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


Captain  French  to  JMistani  Adjutant-General,  Department  of  Texas. 

HjEADQUARTERSy  FORT  DUNCAN,  TEXAS, 

January  18, 1875. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  complianoe  with  instructions  contained  in 
a  letter  dated  Headquarters,  Department  of  Texas,  January  9, 1875, 1  went  to  Sara- 
goosa,  Mexico,  and  called  upon  Colonel  Aguilas,  Ninth  Cavalrv,  Mexican  army,  com- 
manding the  forces  in  Northern  Coabuila.  I  handed  Colonel  Agnilas  the  commu- 
nication inclosed  with  the  letter  referred  to  above,  and  he,  after  reading  it,  informed 
me  that  his  instructions  were  to^^t  all  Indians  hostile  to  the  United  States,  wherever 
he  met  them,  and  to  co-operate  wi^  our  troops  when  requested  to  do  so.  Colonel 
Aguilas  has  promised  me  to  move  his  troops  in  conjunction  with  ours  at  any  time  upon 
iiuormation  furnished  fit>m  this  post  or  Fort  Clark.  Colonel  Aguibis  had  not  learned 
of  the  presence  of  these  Indians  before  I  infbrmed  him ;  otherwise  he  would  have  at- 
tacked them.  He  will  leave  with  all  of  his  command,  some  four  hundred  men,  for 
Santa  Rosa  immediately,  and  will  drive  these  Indians  out  of  his  country. 
I  have  notified  the  commanding  officer  of  Fort  Clark  of  this. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  W.  FRENCH, 
CaptMn  Twenty-fifth  Infantry,  Commanding. 
Assistant  Adjutakt-Genbral, 

Department  of  Texas,  San  Antonio,  Texas. 


Mr.  F^sh  to  Mr.  Fobter, 

(Foreign  Relations,  1875,  p.  894.) 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  AprU  12, 1875. 

Sir:  I  transmit  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  8th  instant  and  of  the  accompanying  papers 
addressed  to  this  department  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior.  It  will  be  observed  that 
these  relate  to  the  embarrassments  which  Henry  M.  Atkinson  has  experienced  in  re- 
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moving  Lipan  ladiaos  from  Mexioo  to  their  reservation  in  this  country.  From  that 
gentleman's  statement  it  appears  that  the  local  authorities,  at  least,  are  averse  to  the 
ineasnEe,  and  are  not  indisposed  actively  to  thwart  it.  This  department  is  relnctant 
to  believe  that  the  authorities  at  Mexico  are  insincere  in  their  professions  of  good  will 
in  this  matter ;  but  it  is  hoped  that  they  may  have  control  enough  over  the  frontiers- 
men to  cause  their  orders  to  be  respected.  It  is  difficult  to  see  what  substantial 
advantage  Mexico  can  expect  from  keeping  those  Indians.  So  long  as  they  stay  there 
they  are  tempted  to  plunder  and  commit  other  acts  of  violencCi  not  only  upon  Mexi- 
43anSy  but  on  our  side,  by  the  latter  keeping  up  that  irritation  which  it  would  obviously 
be  wise  to  allay  by  all  honorable  means.  On  the  contrary,  if  the  savages  are  delivered 
to  US  to  be  disposed  of  pursuant  to  our  policy,  they  are  kept  from  harming  others,  and 
have  a  chance  of  materially  benefiting  their  condition.  You  will  make  such  repre- 
sentations  on  this  subject  to  the  Mexican  Government  as  may  tend  to  facilitate  the 
success  of  the  measures  which  we  desire. 
I  am,  &c., 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Foster. 

(Foreign  Relations,  1875,  p.  897.) 

Department  of  State, 

WMhingtoHf  April  13, 1875. 

Sir  :  I  transmit  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  7th  instant,  and  its  inclosure,  addressed  to 
this  department  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  upon  the  subject  of  depredations  in  Texas 
by  Indians  from  Mexioo.  The  facts  stated  in  the  communication  tend  to  confirm  the 
impressions  of  the  department,  which  have  already  been  conveyed  to  yon,  as  to  the 
impolicy  on  the  part  of  the  Mexican  Government  to  keep  within  their  territory  Indians 
properly  belonging  to  the  United  States. 
I  am,  Slc, 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Fish. 

(Foreign  Relations,  1875|  p.  919.) 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

MexioOf  May  15, 1875. 

Sir  :  In  accordance  with  the  instructions  contained  in  yonr  dispatches  numbered  212, 
of  the  12th  ultimo,  and  213,  of  the  13th  ultimo,  I.  on  the  6th  instant,  transmitted  to 
Mr.  Lafragna,  minister  of  foreign  afiairs,  copies  or  the  inclosuree  accompanying  said 
dispatches,  and  conveyed  to  him  substantially  the  views  expressed  by  yon  in  regard 
to  the  troubles  attendant  upon  the  attempts  made  by  the  commissioners  of  the  United 
States  to  secure  the  removal  of  the  Kickapooe  and  other  Indians  to  their  reservation 
in  the  United  States,  and  in  regard  to  the  desirability  for  both  governments  of  such 
removal.  I  further  alluded  to  the  frequent  presentation  of  this  question  by  this  lega- 
tion to  the  Mexican  government,  and  in  view  of  the  recent  partial  failure  of  the  com« 
missioners  to  accomplish  the  removal  of  these  Indians  from  Mexican  territory,  I  ex- 
pressed to  Mr.  Lafn^na  the  decided  conviction  that  his  government  should  give  the 
aubject  a  new  consideration,  with  a  view  to  the  adoption  of  such  effective  measures  as. 
will  entirely  remove  the  opposition  of  the  local  authorities  and  residents,  and  make 
th«  work  of  the  commissioners  easy  and  their  efforts  completely  snccessfuL  I  also 
directed  his  attention  to  l^e  fact  that  the  presence  of  these  Indians  in  Mexico  is  one  of 
the  remaining  evil  results  of  the  late  civil  wars  in  the  two  countries ;  in  support 
of  which  I  cited  the  report  of  the  Mexican  border  oojumission  (see  English  transla- 
tion, pages  411  and  412),  and  expressed  the  belief  that  this  fact  would  furnish  to  him 
an  aaditional  reason  why  Mexico  should  manifest  its  good  fellowship  toward  the 
United  States  in  this  matter.  I  also  called  attention  to  the  statement  of  this  same 
Mexican  border  commission,  that  these  Indians  did  not  come  into  Mexico  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  Mexican  Federal  Government,  but  only  with  that  of  the  local  authorities; 
that  such  proceedings  are  recognized  by  the  commission  to  be  contrary  to  public  policy, 
and  this  class  of  immigrants  to  be  undesirable  for  the  Mexican  frontier  (see  English 
translation,  pages  417  and  421),  for  which  reasons  I  was  persuaded  Mr.  Lafragiia's  gov- 
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eminent  would  find  no  impropriety  in  requiring  the  local  authorities  and  citizens  to 
Abstain  from  every  species  of  opposition,  and  in  adopting  such  measures  as  woold  effect- 
ually secure  the  return  of  all  those  Indians  to  their  reservations  in  the  United  States. 

To  this  note,  up  to  date,  I  have  received  no  reply. 

In  my  dispatch  No.  279,  of  the  4th  instant>  I  referred  to  an  interview  which  I  had 
with  Mr.  Lafragna  on  the  subject  of  the  Texas  border  troubles,  at  which  the  Indian 
troubles  were  alluded  to,  and  Mr.  Laf  ragna  promised  to  bring  the  whole  matter  to  the 
special  attention  of  the  President  of  the  republic,  with  a  full  statement  of  my  rep- 
resentations upon  the  question.  In  a  recent  subsequent  interview  with  Bir.  Lafragua 
on  other  matters,  he  incidentally  informed  me  that  the  report  of  the  Sonora  and  Chi- 
huahua investigation  commission  was  momentarily  expected  by  him,  and  that  he 
would  have  the  pleasure  of  sending  me  a  copy  as  soon  as  it  was  received  and  could 
be  prepared.  Our  government  may  expect  to  be  confronted  with  a  long  list  of  mur- 
ders, injuries,  and  damages  occasioned  by  the  Indians  of  Arizona  (the  Apaches),  espe- 
cially in  the  State  of  Sonora,-  where  the  raids  continue  ro  be  reported  by  the  newE- 
papers.  « 

I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER 


Mr,  Foster  to  Mr,  Fish, 

(Foreign  Relations,  1875,  p.  939.) 

Legation  of  thk  United  Statks, 

Mexico,  June  25, 1875. 

Sir:  With  mv  dispat<;h  No.  288,  of  the  15th  ultimo,  I  transmitted  a  copy  of  the  note 
which,  in  accordance  with  your  instructions,  I  had  addressed  to  the  minister  of  foreign 
affairs,  in  reference  to  the  difficulties  and  opposition  which  the  commissioner,  Mr. 
H.  M.  Atkinson,  had  encountered  in  Mexico  in  seeking  the  return  of  the  Kickapoos 
and  other  Indians  to  their  reservations  in  the  United  States. 

I  now  have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  yon  a  translation  of  Mr.  Lafragna's  reply,  dated 
on  the  19tb  instant.  In  this  reply  lie  enters  upon  a  review  of  the  Kickapoo  Indian  (ques- 
tion, Justifies  the  conduct  of  the  Mexican  Government,  and  reiterates  its  disposition 
to  du  all  it  properly  can  to  facilitate  the  return  of  the  Indians  to  the  United  States, 
but  states  that  he  has  no  power  to  require  their  extradition.  He  attributes  the  origin 
of  whatever  local  opx>osition  there  may  be  to  the  harsh  judgment  of  Texan  newspapers 
and  citizens  against  the  Mexican  people  and  authorities  of  the  frontier,  and  to  tneir 
projects  of  invasion  and  acquisition  of  territory.  He  informs  me,  in  conclusion,  that 
new  instructions  have  been  issued  to  the  governors  of  States  where  the  Inc^ians  are 
located  to  remove  any  obstacle  which  may  present  itself  whenever  their  removal  is  again 
attempted. 

In  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  Mr.  Lafragna's  note,  I  deemed  it  important  to  briefly 
notice  his  reference  to  the  want  of  power  of  his  government  to  require  the  return  of 
the  Indians,  and  to  the  state  of  public  sentiment  in  Texas.    *    *    * 
I  am,  &.C., 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 


[IncIoBore.— Translation.] 
Mr,  Lafragua  to  Mr,  Foster, 

DbFARTBOBNT  OF  FORRION  AFFAIRS, 

Mexico,  June  19, 1875. 

Mr.  Minister  :  I  bad  the  honor  of  receiving,  with  its  inclosures,  your  exceUency's 
note  of  the  8th  of  May  last,  in  which  you  are  pleased  to  inform  me  that  yon  have  re- 
ceived instructions  from  the  State  Department  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Mexican 
Government  to  the  subject  concerning  the  Kickapoos  and  Li  pan  Indians,  to  their  depre- 
dations and  return  to  their  reservations,  and  to  ur^e  that  a  definite  decision  be  adopted 
with  a  view  of  settling,  in  an  effective  manner,  this  affair  so  long  delayed. 

Your  excellency  further  states  that  the  State  Department  is  reluctant  to  believe  that 
the  unthorities  of  this  capital  are  insincere  in  their  declarations  of  good- will,  but  that 
it  is  to  be  hoped  they  will  have  snflicient  influence  over  the  local  authorities  and  resi- 
dents of  the  frontier  to  cause  their  orders  to  be  respected,  and  remove  the  obstacles 
which  the  United  States  commissioners  find  in  th<  ir  way. 

For  this  reason  your  excellency  enters  upon  various  considerations  on  the  inoon- 
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venience  that  the  above-menfeioDed  Indians  should  remain  on  Mexican  territory,  and 
complains  of  the  bad  success  met  with  recently  by  the  United  States  commissioners 
sent  to  remove  the  Itickapoos,  on  account  of  the  opposition  shown  by  the  local  au- 
thorities, respecting  which  your  excellency  indicates  that  the  government  should 
again  take  this  subject  into  consideration,  in  order  that  definite  measures  be  taken  to 
entirely  remove  that  opposition  and  facilitate  the  commissioners'  work,  that  their 
efforts  may  be  successful. 

Your  excellency  has  thought  proper  to  allnde  to  the  origin  of  the  presence  of  the 
KickapooB  in  Mexico,  and,  supported  by  Mr.  Glallnda's  report,  ^our  excellency  sees  an 
additional  reason  why  Mexico  should  show  her  gdod  disposition  toward  the  United 
States ;  and  entering  on  further  considerations  concerning  the  difficulties  which  have 
been  presented  for  the  complete  transfer  of  the  Indians,  your  excellency  concludes  by 
repeating  the  desire  that  the  authorities  and  citizens  of  the  corresponding  localities 
may  be  Required  to  abstain  from  all  opposition,  and  that  such  measures  may  be 
adopted  as  will  secure,  in  an  effective  manner,  the  return  of  the  Indians  to  their  reser- 
vations. 

Your  excellency's  note  and  inclosed  documents  have  been  considered  in  connection 
with  the  previous  antecedents  already  received  by  my  department  on  this  subject, 
and,  in  conformicy  with  the  desire  of  the  Scate  Department  of  the  United  States,  I 
have  given  full  account  to  the  President  of  the  republic,  who,  after  having  again  ex- 
amined said  affair,  has  directed  that  I  should  answer  your  excellency,  as  I  now  have 
the  honor  to  do. 

A  solution  has  been  sought,  in  fact,  for  a  long  time  to  the  question  relative  to  the 
Indians  of  the  frontier,  on  account  of  the  depredations  attributed  to  them,  and  with 
the  view  of  causing  them  to  return  to  their  reservations  in  the  United  States ;  but, 
unfortunately,  when  this  last  point  began  to  be  discussed,  the  most  proper  means  were 
not  proposed.  It  was  desired  that  the  Kickapoos  should  be  driven  away  by  force,  and 
this  was  not  within  the  powers  of  the  government.  Permission  was  solicited  after- 
ward that  the  United  States  armed  troops  should  be  allowed  to  enter  Mexican  terri- 
tory, to  follow  up  the  Indians,  and  take  them  to  their  former  reservations ;  but  neither  in 
this  case  could  the  government  give  its  assent,  both  because  it  was  the  function  of 
Congress  to  give  permission  to  foreign  troops  to  enter  the  national  territory,  as  also 
because  the  indiscretion  and  ill-will  of  persons  in  Texas  who  have  suggested  the  in- 
vasion of  the  frontier,  and  circulated  projects  for  the  annexation  of  those  States  to  the 
republic  of  the  North,  have  engendered  among  the  Mexicans  of  those  frontier  localities 
certain  irritation  and  suspicions  fear,  which  might  have  produced,  perhaps,  not  only 
results  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  both  governments,  but  an  actual  conflict  between  the 
two  nations. 

In  facr,  if  your  excellency  and  also  the  State  Department  of  the  United  States  at- 
tentively notice  the  Texas  newspapers,  their  bitter  language,  the  exaggeration  of  the 
facts  that  have  taken  place,  or  the  complete  inexactness,  as  well  as  the  bard  judgment 
against  the  inhabitants  of  the  Mexican  frontier,  without  distinction  of  classes  or  per- 
sons, your  excellency  and  government  will  undoubtedly  be  led  to  know  the  origin  of 
certain  dtspositious  and  opposition  which  the  Mexican  Government  does  not  approve, 
bnt  which  are  easily  explained ;  and  in  order  to  oppose  and  remove  these,  the  govern- 
ment seeks  to  act  with  extreme  prudence,  avoiding,  as  far  as  possible,  that  those  alarm- 
ing and  offensive  incidents  should  be  increased,  and  that  they  sboald  be  responded  to 
with  bitterness;  for  the  government  understands  that  retaliation  in  the  press  is  not 
the  best  means  of  re-establishing  confidence  and  good  harmony  between  the  inhabit- 
ants and  authorities  of  that  frontier. 

The  extradition  of  all  these  Indians  was  also  at  another  time  proposed,  but  neither 
the  laws  of  Mexico  nor  the  respective  treaty  favored  that  idea. 

Finally,  the  United  States  entertained  the  idea  of  appointing  commissioners  that 
ahould  come  and  in  a  peaceful  manner  treat  with  these  Indians,  and  make  arrange- 
ments with  them  for  tneir  transportation  to  the  reservations  to  which  they  had  been 
assigned.  The  Mexican  Government,  which  has  no  interest  in  these  Indians  remaining 
in  Mexico,  not  only  approved  ^ith  pleasure  that  proposition,  but,  assenting  willingly 
to  the  suggestions  made  by  the  United  S  -ates  jnWister  and  the  Mexican  minister  at 
Washington,  instructed  the  local  authorities  at  Tamaulipas,  Nuevo  Leoiit  and  Coahuila 
to  facilitate  the  removal ;  ordered  that  the  necessary  forces  should  be  furnished  to  es- 
cort the  commissioners ;  approved  the  appointment  of  a  Mexican  agent  who  diligently 
and  with  good-will  should  effectively  aid  said  commission  in  its  work,  and  the  minister 
of  the  treasury  ordered  the  necessary  measures  for  the  free  introduction  of  provisions 
and  effects  necessary  for  the  maintenance  and  removal  of  the  tribes  that  were  to  be 
transf i  r^-ed  to  Texas. 

As  a  result  of  those  dispositions,  Mr.  Atkinson  informed  the  governor  of  Coahuila, 
on  the  30th  of  Ansust,  1873,  that  the  greater  part  of  the  Kickapoos  and  all  of  the  Pot- 
tawatomies  had  left  for  the  United  States.  He  thanked  him  for  his  aid,  and  especially  for 
the  assistance  of  Captain  Montero,  whom  Mr.  Atkinson  wished  to  meet  as  Mexican 
commissioner  in  case  he  returned  for  the  rest  of  the  Kickapoos.    Your  excellency  also, 
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in  a  Dote  dated  the  let  of  December  of  the  same  year,  informed  me  of  the  recommend- 
ation in  favor  of  Captain  Montero,  expreesing  the  favorable  estimation  made  of  hi» 
good  Bervices. 

The  short  narrative  of  these  facts,  known  to  yonr  ezoellen<fy  shows  in  an  unmis- 
takable manner  the  good  and  constant  disposition  of  tbe  Mexican  Government  con- 
cerning this  affair,  and  that  the  State  Department  at  Washington  very  rightfiilly  does 
justice  to  the  Mexican  authorities  in  being  reluctant  to  believe  that  their  declarations 
are  not  sincere. 

In  spite  of  this,  your  excellency,  in  conformitv  with  the  information  and  data  re- 
ceived lately  from  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  insists  that  effective  disposi- 
tions should  be  dictated  to  secure  the  return  of  the  Indians  to  their  reservations  in 
the  United  States,  requiring  that  the  authorities  and  citizens  of  the  frontier  should 
abstain  from  all  opposition  in  this  respect. 

The  information  received  by  this  department  from  the  government  of  Coahnlla  of 
the  success  of  Commissioner  Atkinson  in  his  new  expedition  is  found  on  the  copies 
which  (inclosed)  I  send  your  exceHency,  adding  on  my  part  that  the  authorities  of  said 
State,  as  well  as  those  of  Tamaulipas,  far  frt>m  showing  any  opposition  to  the  general 
government,  have  stated  that  the  departure  of  these  Indians  should  be  encouraged  on 
account  of  the  harm  they  do  within  Mexican  territory,  and  because  their  depredations 
in  Texas  are  not  only  detrimental  to  the  neighboring  republic,  but  because  they  in- 
crease the  uneasiness  of  the  inhabitants  of  both  frontiers,  cause  them  to  distrust  each 
other,  engender  animadversion,  and  serve  as  a  jiretext  for  attributing  to  Mexicans  all 
the  disorders,  robberies,  and  crimes  committed  in  those  places,  thence  originating  in- 
terminable complaints  and  hatefril  recriminations. 

Nevertheless,  as  it  is  very  possible  that  some  inferior  agents  or  some  other  individu- 
als, moved  by  private  interest,  try  to  hinder  the  transportation  of  the  Indians,  instruc- 
tions are  now  given  to  the  respective  governors  to  remove  any  obstacle  that  may  pre- 
sent itself  whenever  the  removal  of  the  Indians  to  their  reservations  is  attempted. 

It  is  not  true  that  General  Fuero  has  protested  against  the  removal  of  the  Kickapoos. 
The  fact  is  that  some  of  the  indivianals  of  that  tribe,  resentful,  perhaps,  for  the 
unjustifiable  assault  which  they  suffered  from  Colonel  Mackenzie,  and  not  appearing 
before  Commissioner  Atkinson,  remained  in  a  place  called  Nacimiento,  where  it  was 
not  convenient  that  they  should  remain  ;  for  they  could  continue  doing  barm,  not  only 
on  Mexican  territory,  but  in  Texas,  and  thus  give  origin  to  new  animosities  and  recla- 
mations. Hence  General  Fuero  asked  that  they  should  be  brought  into  the  interior, 
assigning  them  some  reservation  distant  from  the  frontier.  Accordingly,  it  was  ordered 
by  the  minister  of  war  that  a  projier  place  should  be  assigned  in  the  State  of  Durango, 
in  order  that  the  Kickapoos  might  occupy  it,  ordering  General  Fuero,  at  the  same  time, 
t-o  prosecute  and  punish  vigorously  the  rebellions  and  guilty  Indians. 

It  is  very  probable,  I  repeat,  that  in  those  sparsely-populated  regions  there  may  be 
some  individuals  who,  on  account  of  prejudices,  whose  origin  has  already  been  ex- 
plained, or  on  account  of  private  speculation,  may  present  some  difficulties  to  the 
transfer  of  the  Indians;  but  this  transitory  evil  can  only  be  remedied  by  tbe  United 
States  commissioners  observing  the  great.est  possible  prudence,  reporting  immediately 
the  difficulties  met  with  to  the  superior  authorities  of  those  places,  in  order  that  the 
obstacles  may  be  removed,  and  competent  persons  be  appointed,  known  as  capable  of 
honestly  aiding  the  said  commissioners. 

With  what  I  have  already  said  I  think  I  have  satisfactorily  answered  yonr  excel- 
lency's  note,  assuring  you  tbat  the  government  will  always  be  well  disposed  to  accept 
every  means  proposed  for  the  removal  of  the  savage  tribes,  whenever  those  means  ar& 
in  accordance  with  its  duties  and  powers. 

I  avail  myself,  with  pleasure,  of  this  new  opportunity  to  repeat  to  your  excellency 
the  assurance  of  my  highest  and  most  distinguished  consideration. 

J.  M.  LAFRAGUA. 

To  His  Excellency  John  W.  Foster, 

Envoy  Extraordinary  and  if  tfiiafer  Pimipoienliary  of  the  United  States  of  America 


[Inolosnre.] 
Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Lafragua, 

Legation  of  thr  Tt^ited  States, 

Mexico,  June  24, 1875. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  excellency's  note  of  th» 
19th  instant,  in  which  you  make  reply  to  my  note  of  the  bth  of  May  last,  wherein, 
under  instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  I  commnnicstecl 
to  your  excellency  tbe  difficulties  and  opposition  which  the  commissioner  charged  with 
the  return  of  the  Kickapoo  and  other  Indians  to  their  reservations  had  encountered  m 
Mexico 
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I  wil]^  withoat  delay,  traDsinit  a  copy  of  your,  excellency 's  note  to  the  Department 
of  State  at  Washington,  for  the  information  of  my  government,  and  I  embrace  this 
opportunity  to  express  my  ffratifioation  that  yonr  government  haa  issued  new  instruc- 
tions to  the  governors  of  the  States  where  these  Indians  are  located,  to  remove  any 
obstacle  that  may  present  itself  whenever  their  removal  is  again  attempted. 

While  I  have  no  desire  to  enter  in  detail  upon  a  discussion  of  your  excellency's  note, 
I  deem  it  proper  to  make  a  brief  reference  to  one  or  two  of  the  points  presented  by 
you. 

The  €k)vemment  of  the  United  Statues  has  for  many  years  made  itself  responsible 
for  the  support,  education,  and  care  of  these  Indians,  whose  guardian  it  is,  and  they 
had  been  placed  on  special  reservations,  and  were  under  the  supervision  of  the  official 
agents  ana  army  of  tne  government.  During  our  late  civil  war  the  Indians  took  ad- 
vantage of  the  temporary  suspension  of  the  authority  of  the  United  States  to  abandon 
their  reservations,  and  they  came  into  this  republic  without  the  consent  and  contrary 
to  the  policy  of  the  Government  of  Mexico,  at  a  time  when  its  power  was  also 
partially  snsi>ended  by  the  war  of  European  intervention.  In  view  of  this  state  of 
facts.  I  am  constrained  to  express  the  opinion  that  ^our  excellency's  government  has 
erred  in  deciding  that  it  could  not  require  these  Indians  to  return  to  their  reservations. 
Under  the  circumstances  they  could  only  be  considered  as  refugees  from  the  authority 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and,  in  the  spirit  of  international  comity, 
should  have  been  again  returned  to  the  territory  of  the  United  States. 

Tour  excellency  seems  to  find  the  cause,  if  not  a  palliation,  for  the  dpposition  mani- 
fested to  the  mission  of  the  commissioner  in  the  bitter  language  and  harah  Judgment 
of  the  newspapers  of  Texas  against  the  inhabitants  of  the  Mexican  frontier.  It  is  not 
strange  that  the  public  opinion  of  Texas  is  unfavorable  to  the  justice  and  honesty  of 
the  Mexican  authorities  and  people  of  the  Hio  Grande  frontier,  when  it  it  remembered 
that  the  citizens  of  that  State  have  been  the  prey  for  years  of  raiding  bands  of  out- 
laws from  Mexico ;  that  they  have  witnessed  the  murder  of  their  kindred,  the  burning 
of  their  homes,  and  the  plunder  of  their  property  by  organized  bands  of  Mexicans, 

eublicly  rep<Nrted  to  be  instigated  and  equipped,  many  of  them,  by  a  general  of  the 
[exican  army ;  that  these  bands  find  a  safe  refuge  and  protection  in  Mexico,  where 
their  plunder  is  disposed  of;  and  that  no  punishment  is  inflicted  apon  them  by  the 
authorities.  It  may  not  be  unnatural  that  suggestions  are  prevalent  in  Texas  of  counter 
invasions  and  reprisals ;  and  in  view  of  the  inability  or  indifference  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment of  Mexico,  that  there  are  found  individuals,  and  even  newspapers,  which  ad- 
vocate the  placing  of  that  region  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States. 

Your  excellency  will  please  to  receive  the  renewed  assurances  of  my  most  dis- 
tinguished consideration. 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 


General  Ord  to  the  Assistant  AdJutanUGenerah 

(H.  Report  343,  44th  Cong.,  Ist  sess.,  p.  139.) 

[Telegram.] 

HBADgUARTER8  DePARTMBNT  TeXAS, 

San  AntaniOt  Tex,,  November  16,  1875. 

To  Assistant  Adjutant- General  Military  Division  of  the  Missouriy  Chioago,  IlL  : 

The  following  just  received : 

•*  Fort  Clark,  November  16, 1875. 

"  Stock-stealing  from  above  San  Felipe  November  13, 1875 ;  trail  followed  by  Captain 
Bennett  with  Ninth  Cavalry,  stationed  there.  It  crossed  to  the  Mexican  side  eighteen 
miles  above  San  Felipe.  Indians  were  seen  on  the  Mexican  side.  Citizens  think  there 
is  a  camp  of  Indians  on  the  Mexican  side  near  this  place ;  they  were  seen.  Captain 
Bennett  wishes  to  know  if  he  shall  follow  the  trail  across ;  says  that  fifteen  or  twenty 
citizens  wish  to  go  with  him.  He  thinks  he  can  reach  the  camp  and  return  in  about 
five  days. 

"  J.  A.  HAMP80N, 
*' Tenth  Ii^antry,  Commanding  tost  J* 

This  is  the  second  case  same  sort  occurring  at  same  locality  in  a  few  weeks.  We  all 
know  that  the  central  Gk>vernment  of  Mexico  is  powerless  to  control  Indians  on  its 
frontier,  and  that  unless  the  local  government  does  it  we  must  protect  ourselves  by 
attacking  the  Indians  wherever  we  find  them.  I  recommend  the  local  governor  of 
Coahuila  be  advised  immediately  that,  unless  he  stays  these  outrages,  we  will,  and 
that  steps  be  taken  to  do  so.    I  have  the  troops. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 
Brigadier-General t  U.  S.  J.,  Commanding. 
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Mr.  FUk  to  Mr,  Faster. 

(Foreign  Relations,  1876,  p.  387.) 

Department  of  State, 

•  Waahingtan,  November  16,  1875. 

Sir  :  I  transmit  a  communication  of  yest-erday  addressed  to  this  department  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  recommending  that  certain  remnants  of  the  Kickapoo  and 
Lipan  tribes  of  Indians,  who  cannot  be  induced  to  retnm  to  the  United  St-atea,  be  re- 
moved to  the  interior  of  Mexico,  which  wonld  make  their  incursions  into  Texas  more 
difficult.  Mr.  Chandler  accordingly  suggests  that  the  Mexican  Government  issue  such 
orders  to  their  local  authorities  as  may  be  necessary  to  enable  Mr.  Edgar,  the  special 
commissioner  on  the  part  of  this  government,  to  make  the  removal  referred  to.  ^ 

Ton  will  consequently  bring  the  subject  to  the  attention  of  the  Mexican  minister 
for  foreign  affairs,  and  will  express  a  hope  that  the  instructions  desired  may  be  given 
accordingly. 

I  am,  d^c,  &c., 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


^:r.  Foster  to  Mr,  Fish. 

(Foreign  Eelatioos,  1876,  p.  389.) 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  February  1,  1876. 

Sir  :  In  the  legation  dispatch  No.  364,  of  December  24  last,  the  answer  of  the  Mexi- 
can Government  is  given  to  the  request  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  that  said  gov- 
ernment wonld  issue  orders  to  the  local  authorities  to  enable  Mr.  Edgar,  the  special 
commissioner,  to  remove  the  remnants  of  the  Kickapoo  and  Lipan  Indians  to  the  interior 
of  Mexico,  which  answer  was  to  the  effect  that  information  which  had  been  asked  of 
the  governor  of  the  State  of  Coahuila  was  necessary  before  the  action  of  the  govern- 
ment CO  a  Id  be  determined. 

On  the  21st  ultimo.  Col.  Thomas  G.  Williams,  special  commissioner  for  the  removal 
of  the  Mescalero  Apache  Indians,  located  in  the  State  of  Chihuahua,  arrived  in  this 
city  and  communicated  to  me  the  result  of  his  mission,  as  far  as  he  had  been  able  to 
make  any  progretis,  a  copy  of  whose  communication  to  me  I  inclose.  From  this  it  will 
be  seen  that  the  government  of  Chihuahua  and  the  Mexican  Indian  commissioner  had 
effected  a  satisfactory  arrangement  with  these  Indians  in  the  shape  of  a  treaty  which 
provides  for  removing  them  to  reservations  in  the  interior  of  the  country,  so  distant 
from  the  frontier  as  to  effectually  put  an  end  to  further  incursions  into  Texas.  The 
Federal  Government  of  Mexico  had  not,  however,  approved  of  such  treaty,  and  Colonel 
Williams  and  the  Mexican  commissioner  deemed  it  necessary  to  come  to  this  capital  in 
order  to  represent  the  situation  to  the  Mexican  Governmeut  and  this  legation,  in  order 
that  an  early  and  desirable  conclusion  might  be  reached. 

On  the  26th  and  28th  ultimo  I  had  conferences  with  Mr.  Arias,  acting  minister  of 
foreign  affairs,  and  urged  the  importance  of  the  Mexican  Government  muking  a  final 
and  satisfactory  settlement  of  the  Rio  Grande  frontier  Indian  question.  I  stated  that 
all  the  Indians  that  coold  be  persuaded  to  return  to  their  reservations  in  the  United 
States  had  already  left  Mexico;  and  that  if  his  government  declined,  for  want  of  au- 
thority or  for  other  reason,  to  compel  them  to  return,  the  obligation  would  rest  upon  it 
to  adopt  such  measures  as  would  prevent  them  from  committing  depredations  in  the 
United  States ;  and  that  I  agreed  with  our  coinniissioners  in  the  opinion  that  this  could 
only  be  accomplished  by  the  removal  of  the  Indians  to  some  diHtant  localities  in  the 
interior  of  Mexico. 

I  further  informed  him  that  Colonel  WillianiR,  commissioner  for  the  Indians  in  Chihua- 
hua, was  now  in  this  city,  and  that  Mr.  Edgar,  commissioner  for  those  in  Coahuila, 
was  in  Saltillo,  both  awaiting  action  on  the  part  of  the  Mexican  Government,  and 
that  the  present  afforded  the  most  opportune  occasion  to  finally  dispose  of  this  long- 
standing and  vexatious  question. 

I  also  stated  that  the  commissioners  were  in  Mexico  merely  to  facilitate  and  second 
the  action  of  his  government,  and  that  the  United  States  were  only  interested  in  pro- 
tecting their  citizens  by  securing  the  removal  of  these  Indians  from  the  frontier,  the 
method  and  locality  of  their  removal  being  a  subject  to  be  determined  by  the  Mexican 
Government.  Mr.  Arias  assured  me  that  his  government  was  entirely  in  accord  with 
the  views  expressed  by  me;  that  it  was  ardently  desirous  of  promptly  and  effectu- 
ally settling  the  Indian  question  :  and  that  it  was  resolved  to  remove  them  to  some 
istant  point  in  the  interior,  and  keep  them  under  the  surveillance  of  the  war  depart- 
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ment.  He  said  that  there  was  no  difference  materially  affecting  the  (]^nestion  between 
the  exeontive  and  the  governor  of  Chihnahna ;  that  it  was  only  desired  to  ascertain 
the  best  method  of  securing  the  removal  of  and  maintaining  control  over  the  Indians, 
and  that  the  minister  of  war  would  be  very  glad  to  have  the  benefit  of  the  information 
and  experience  of  Colonel  Williams  in  coming  to  a  oonclasion  upon  the  subject. 

On  yesterday,  by  special  invitation  and  appointment,  Colonel  Williams  bad  a  confer- 
ence with  the  minister  of  War  and  the  Mexican  Indian  commissioner  of  Chihuahua,  with 
specal  reierence  to  the  Mescalero  Apaches ;  and  Colonel  Williams  is  confident  that 
some  early  and  successful  measures  will  be  taken,  which  will  accomplish  the  object  of 
his  mission. 

I  will  continue  to  give  the  subject  my  attention,  and  hope  at  an  early  day  to  be  able 
to  report  the  entire  removal  of  the  Indians  from  the  Rio  Grande  frontier. 
I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 


[Indoeare.] 
Mr.  Williams  to  Mr.  Faster. 

City  of  Mexico,  January  25, 1876. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  statements : 

Having  been  charged  by  the  bonoiable  Secretary  of  the  Interior  of  the  United  States 
with  the  duty  of  endeavoring  to  remove  to  a  United  Stat-es  reservation  from  the  bordera 
of  Mexico  and  Texas  certain  bands  of  Mescalero  Apaches,  who,  for  many  years,  have 
been  committing  depredations  upon  citizens  of  the  United  States  in  Texas,  and  gen- 
erally taking  immediate  refuge  upon  Mexican  soil  in  the  southeastern  part  of  Chihua- 
hua, 1  last  year  proceeded  to  that  Stute.  The  governor,  SeHor  Don  Antonio  Oohoa, 
evinced  a  cordial  spirit  of  co-operation  in  the  work,  and  a  sincere  desire  to  see  a  speedy 
and  permanent  end  put  to  the  depredations  of  those  Indians. 

With  that  view,  he  requested  Col.  Joaquin  Terrazas,  an  officer  of  the  Mexican  army, 
stationed  in  that  State  as  lienteoaut-inspector  of  military  colonies,  to  act  with  me. 
And  the  governor  also  selected  and  designated  Sefior  Don  Juan  Zubrian,  a  prominent 
citizen  of  Chihuahua,  to  act  as  a  special  commissioner  of  the  State  with  me.  At  va- 
rious times,  first  in  company  with  Colonel  Terazas,  and  subsequently  with  Sefior  Don 
Juan  Znbrian,  I  met  the  Mescalero  Apache  Indians  at  San  Carlos,  a  village  about  80 
miles  southeast  from  Presidia  del  Norte,  and  also  at  the  last-named  place. 

It  was  finally  evident  from  several  causes  and  reasons  that  the  Mescaleros  were  not 
willing  to  accept  the  offeis  made  to  them  by  me  of  removal  to  a  United  States  reser- 
vation. The  most  influential  reason  was  because  of  the  strong  opposition  of  certain 
leading  citizens  of  Presidio  del  Norte  (now  called  Ojinaga),  and  of  San  Carlos,  to  the 
removal  of  the  Indians ;  their  trade  was  sometimes  very  profitable.  The  chief,  Arzate, 
told  me  himself  of  some  of  the  stories  told  him  by  those  citizens. 

The  Indians  expressed  at  last  a  strong  desire  to  be  permitted  to  remain  permanently 
and  peacefully  located  on  Mt^xtcan  soil,  provided  something  could  be  done  by  the  Mex- 
ican government  to  keep  them  from  starving  if  they  shoold  agree  to  stop  stealing. 
With  this  object,  some  oi  the  principal  chieft  went  to  Chihuahua,  the  city,  to  see  the 
governor,  last  May. 

About  the  15th  or  20th  of  that  month,  a  formal  treaty  was  made  and  signed  by  Col. 
Joaquin  Terrazas  and  Sefior  Don  Juan  Znbrian,  on  the  part  of  the  governor,  and  by 
the  Indian  chiefs  Arzate  and  Imais.  A  copy  of  this  agreement  or  treaty  was  furnished 
to  me  by  Governor  Ochova,  with  the  information  that  it  would  have  to  be  approved  by 
the  Federal  authorities  at  Mexico.  By  tbia  treaty,  a  copy  of  which  was  duly  sent  by 
me  to  the  honorable  Commissioner  of  Indian  Afiairs,  several  important  points  were 
secured,  even  more  satisfactory  and  beneficial  to  us  than  if  the  Indians  had  consented 
to  remove  to  our  reservations ;  and  these  points  are,  that  the  Mexican  Government 
a^^ree  to  designate  the  limits  of  a  reseivatiou  in  Chihuahua  for  these  Indians,  to  fur- 
nish them  with  certain  subsistence — stores  and  clothing — at  stated  terms,  to  exercise  a 
constant  supervision  and  control  over  them,  to  establish  a  military  force  on  the  reser- 
vation, to  require  military  service  of  them  ;  aod  also,  in  case  of  any  further  depreda- 
tions upon  Texlts,  the  guilty  parties  were  to  be  arrested  and  delivered  to  the  United 
States  authorities  for  punishment,  &c. 

,A  copy  of  the  said  treaty  I  hand  you  herewith,  together  with  a  copy  of  Governor 
Ochoa's  letter,  and  a  copy  of  the  reply  of  the  President  of  Mexico. 

By  instructions  from  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  I  returned  to  Chihua- 
hua last  month  to  ascertain  if  the  arrangements  contemplated  by  the  treaty  had  been 
effected.  Upon  arrival  there  Goveroor  Ochoa  informed  me  that  the  President  of  Mex- 
ico had  not  approved  the  treaty,  but  had  indicated  a  design  to  commence  a  new  policy 
toward  these  Indians. 
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The  goyemor  Baid  to  me  verbally,  and  officially  in  writing,  that  he  felt  sare  the  an- 
thoritiee  at  Mexico  did  not  yet  clearly  nnderetand  the  case  and  did  not  appreciate  the 
importance  of  immediately  ratifying  the  treatv  made  last  May,  and  he  therefore  sug- 
gested and  urgently  requested  me  to  come  to  this  city  for  the  parpoae  of  patting  the 
subject  before  yon  for  snoh  action  as  you  might  deem  best  and  proper. 

He  also  at  the  same  time  sent  Sefior  Don  Jaan  Zubrian  to  Mexico  to  oommnnioate 
directly  to  the  authorities  all  the  reasons  for  a  prompt  approval  of  the  treaty.  Se&or 
Zubrian  is  now  in  this  city  on  that  business. 

Whatever  mav  be  the  ultimate  action  of  the  Mexican  Government,  the  governor 
and  people  of  Chihuahua,  Don  Juan  Zubrian,  and  myself  all  concur  in  believing  that 
if  this  treaty  be  not  adopted  and  the  Indians  thereby  gradually  accustomed  to  a  judi- 
cious control  and  constraint,  instruction,  &c.,  a  costly  war  of  extermination  must  be 
forthwith  commenced,  involving,  of  course,  a  great  loss  of  life  and  property  and  ex- 
penditure of  money  far  greater  than  would  be  required  to  take  control  of  the  Indians 
on  a  reservation  for  many  years:  they  must  be  controlled  and  fed,  or  forthwith  be 
killed. 

If  it  should  meet  with  your  approval  I  would  very  respectfully  beg  that  an  early 
opportunity  be  taken  to  bring  this  matter  to  the  notice  of  the  Mexican  Govemment, 
and  of  requesting  that  the  said  treaty  be  carried  out  at  once,  inasmuch  as  it  would 
seem  to  be  the  first  and  best  step  toward  a  permanent  settlement  of  Mexican  Indian 
troubles  on  the  frontier  of  Texas. 
I  am,  &o., 

THOMAS  G.  WILLIAMS. 

Hon.  J.  W.  Foster, 

Cnited  States  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  the  Republic  of  Mexico, 


Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Fish. 

(Foreign  Relations,  1876,  page  393.) 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

MexicOf  March  d,  1876. 

Sir:  I  have  received  a  note  from  the  acting  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  dated  the 
29th  ultimo,  of  which  I  inclose  a  copy,  in  which  he  informs  me  that  his  govemment 
has  decided  upon  the  removal  of  the  Indians  now  in  the  state  of  Chihuahua,  from  the 
Rio  Grande  border  to  Mapimi,  a  point  distant  from  the  frontier,  where  they  may  be 
better  guarded. 

Regarding  this  action  as  highly  conducive  to  the  peace  of  that  frontier,  in  acknowl- 
edging the  receipt  of  Mr.  Arias's  note,  I  took  occasion  to  tender  to  his  govemment 
thanks  for  its  resolution. 
I  am,  sir,  <&c., 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 


[iDcloaore— TnmalatioD.  | 
Mr,  Arias  to  Mr.  Foster, 

Departb*ent  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

Mexiooj  February  29,  1876. 

Sir  :  Referring  to  the  note  of  Mr.  Richardson,  secretary  of  your  legation,  dated  the 
27th  of  last  December,  I  have  the  pleasure  of  inclosing  to  your  excellency  the  copy  of 
a  communication  which  I  have  just  received  from  the  department  of  war  and  marine, 
in  which  you  will  see  that  the  removal  of  the  Kickapoo  Indians  from  the  state  of  Chi- 
huahua to  Mapimiy  a  point  distant  from  the  line  of  the  Bravo,  and  at  which  they  can 
be  better  guarded,  without  preventing  their  removal  at  an  opportune  time  to  more 
distant  places,  has  been  deciaed  upon. 

I  gladly  improve  this  opportunity  of  reiterating  to  your  excellency  the  sentiments 
of  high  appreciation  and  very  distinguished  consideration  with  which  I  am  your  ex- 
cellency's obedient  servaut. 

JUAN  DE  D.  ARIAS. 
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[Inolosnre— Tnndatioii.  ] 
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COLOmES. 

In  aoswer  to  your  commnni cation  of  the  12th  of  the  present  month,  in  which  you 
inclose  one  addressed  to  yon  by  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Chihuahua,  who  states 
that  Mr.  Edgar,  commissioner  for  Indian  affairs  of  the  United  States  of  America,  wishes 
to  arrange  the  removal  of  the  Kickapoo  tribe  to  some  point  in  the  interior  of  the  re- 
public, distant  from  the  boundary-line  of  the  Rio  Bravo,  I  make  known  to  you,  with 
the  concurrence  of  the  President,  that  it  has  been  decided  that  the  Indians  under  con- 
sideration be  removed  to  Mapimi,  at  which  point  they  will  be  distant  from  the  line 
of  the  Bravo,  without  detriment  to  further  removal,  in  order  to  prevent  their  com- 
mittal of  depredations  on  the  other  side  of  the  said  river. 

Independence  and  liberty  !    Mexico,  February  16, 1876. 

MEJIA. 


Mr,  Evaris  to  Mr,  Foster, 

(H.  Ex.  Doc.  13,  45th  Cong.,  1st  sess.,  p.  4.) 

No.  379.]  Department  of  State, 

Wcahingion^  March  31,  1877. 

Sir  :  I  transmit  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  2dth  instant,  and  of  it» 
accompaniments,  addressed  to  this  department  by  the  Secretary  of  War.  It  sets  fortli 
many  recent  instances  of  marauding  parties  of  Indians  and  others  from  Mexico  into 
Texas,  and  of  robberies  and  murders  committed  by  them. 

The  opinion  of  Colonel  Shafter  that  the  only  way  to  check  these  atrocities  is  to  fol- 
low the  delinquents  into  Mexico  and  there  attack  them  in  tbeir  lairs  is  probably  well 
founded.  As  the  authorities  of  that  country  seem  to  be  unable  or  unwilling  to  check 
the  depredations,  the  President  may  soon  have  to  take  into  serious  consideration  the 
expediency  of  acting  pursuant  to  Colonel  Shafter's  opinion.  Undoubtedly,  it  would 
be  preferable  to  enter  Mexican  territory  for  the  purpose  indicated  with  the  consent  or 
with  the  acquiescence  of  the  government  of  that  republic.  If,  however,  these  should 
be  refused,  and  the  outrages  persisted  in,  this  government  may  deem  itself  warranted 
in  punishing  the  wrong-doers  wherever  they  may  be  found. 

It  may  not  be  amies  for  you,  informally,  to  intimate  these  views  to  persons  of  im- 
portance at  the  capital. 
I  am,  &c., 

WM.  M.  EVARTS; 


Iloolosare  to  No.  3.1 

Mr.  MoCrarjf  to  Mr,  Evarta, 

War  Department, 
Washington  City,  March  28, 1877. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  for  your  information,  copy  of  a  communication  of 
the  9th  instant,  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Shafter,  commanding  the  district  of  the  Nue- 
ces, relative  to  the  murder  and  robbery  of  American  citizens  m  Texas  by  raiding  par- 
ties of  Mexicans  and  Indians  from  beyond  the  Mexican  border. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  W.  McCRARY, 

Secretary  of  War^ 


Hradquartbrs  District  of  Nueces, 

Fort  Clark,  Texas,  March  9, 1877. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  general  commanding  the 
department,  the  foUowinjg  facts  in  reference  to  depredations  recently  committed  by 
marauding  parties  of  Indians  and  Mexicans  from  the  neighboring  Republic  of  Mexico. 

Sinoe  the  Ist  of  October,  1876,  there  have  been  killed  by  parties  of  Indians,  that  have 
been  followed  flrom  the  scene  of  the  murder  to  the  Rio  Orandey  seventeen  men,  and  the 
arms  and  horses  taken  firom  the  murdered  men  have  been  openly  oft«t«^  lc)it  ^<a\^\\\.^% 
town  of  Saragoesa,  Mexico. 
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Since  the  30tb  day  of  December,  1876,  there  have  been  taken  from  within  ten  miles 
of  Fort  Clark  two  large  droves  of  horsey  about  100  in  all,  and  at  least  300  head  of 
cattle  in  the  two  raids.  The  first  party  was  followed  about  150  miles  into  Mexico,  to 
their  camp,  where  nearly  a  hundred  of  the  cattle  had  been  slanghtered,  and  the  beef 
was  found  drying. 

Unfortunately  the  approach  of  the  troops  was  discovered,  and  the  Indians  fled,  and 
have  since  been  hovering  in  the  vicinity  of  the  towns,  to  which  they  would  retreat  if 
attacked. 

In  the  two  last  raids  the  Indians  were  kept  close  to  the  river,  and  have  recrossed 
within  a  few  hours. 

To  head  these  raiders  is  almost  impossible;  as  they  cross  at  ni^ht  and  are  back  again 
before  the  second  night  has  passed.    Not  the  slightest  attempt  is  made  by  the  Mexican 
authorities  to  control  these  Indians ;  they,  on  the  contrary,  finding  a  refuge  in  the  towns 
when  pursued,  and  a  market  for  their  stolen  plunder  at  all  times. 

Efibrts  are  being  made  to  find  out  the  locality  of  their  camp,  and  whenever  the 
chance  occurs  a  dash  will  be  made  for  it.    It  is,  however,  only  a  chance  that  they  are 
hit,  as  they  are  at  all  times  on  the  alert,  and  especially  so  since  their  camp  was  struck 
in  July  last,  by  the  detachment  under  Lieutenant  Bullis. 

To  prevent,  as  far  as  possible,  gathering  cattle  near  the  river  and  driving  them  to 
Mexico,  and  also  to  have  companies  where  they  can  be  put  quickly  on  the  trail  of 
Indians  who  may  come  out  some  distance  firom  the  river  to  gather  their  herd,  I  have 
determined  to  put  a  company  of  cavalry  in  camp  on  the  Rio  Grande,  half  way  between 
San  Felipe  and  Fort  Duncan,  and  another  about  ten  or  fifteen  miles  below  the  mouth 
of  Pecos.  No  expense  will  attend  this  move,  as  the  companies  will  go  out  for  a  month 
at  a  time,  and  be  supplied  from  Fort  Clark. 

To  effectually  put  a  stop  to  the  Indian  raids  from  Mexico  it  will  be  necessary  to  do 
all  scouting  for  Indians  on  the  Mexican  side  of  the  Rio  Grande. 

There  are  now  none  living  in  Texas,  and  hunting  for  little  stealing  parties  of  four  or 
tive  Indians  on  this  side  is  useless.  Full  authority  to  operate  in  Mexico  as  we  choose  is 
the  only  way  in  which  life  and  property  can  be  made  secure  on  this  frontier. 
,  It  is  an  incontrovertible  fact  that  all  the  raids  are  made  from  Mexico  t-o  this  side, 
and  none  from  this  to  Mexico,  and  the  people  who  are  being  robbed  and  murdered  are 
American  citizens. 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  R.  SHAFTER, 
Lieutenani' Colonel  Twenty-fourth  Infantry ^  Commanding. 

Assistant  Adjutant -General, 

Department  of  Texan,  San  AntoniOf  Tex. 

[First  indorftement.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  Texas, 

San  Antonio,  Tex.,  March  13,  1877. 

A  true  copy.  Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  assistant  adjutant-general  Military  Di- 
vision of  the  Missouri,  for  the  information  of  the  Lieu  tenant-General  commanding. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 
Brigadier- General,  Commandfing. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  tiie  Missouri, 

Chicago,  March  19,  1877. 

Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army. 

The  Rio  Grande  is  a  very  loo^  aud  crooked  frontier,  and  it  is  impossible  to  prevent 
Indians  coming  over  from  Mexico  and  committing  dex)redations  of  the  character  re- 
ported within.  I  recommend  the  Mexican  Government  be  compelled  to  prevent  these 
hostile  incursions. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 
Lieutenant- General,  Commanding. 


Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Evaris. 

(Foreign  Relations  1877, p.  401.) 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  April  24, 1877. 

Sir  :  On  the  21st  instant  I  received  your  dispatch,  No.  379,  of  the  31st  ultimo,  with 
which  you  transmit  a  copy  of  a  communication  and  its  accompaniments  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  embracing  a  report  from  Colonel  Shafter  concerning  recent  incursions 
of  iDdi&DB  from  Mexico  into  Texas. 
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In  aocordanoe  with  the  iDdicatioD  oontained  in  yonr  dispatch,  I  called  upon  Mr.  Val- 
larta,  at  the  foreign  office,  on  yesterday,  gave  him  the  facts  contained  in  Colonel  Shaf- 
ter's  report,  and  represented  to  him  the  manner  in  which  Colonel  Shafter*8  recommenda- 
tion for  authority  to  cross  the  border  in  pnrsnit  of  the  raiders  had  been  received  by 
onr  government.  Whereupon  a  lengthy  conversation  followed  on  the  general  subject 
of  the  Texas-border  troubles. 

I  recalled  to  Mr.  Vallarta's  attention  the  fact  that,  in  one  of  the  first  interviews 
which  I  had  with  him  after  the  establishment  of  General  Diaz's  government  in  this 
capital,  I  represented  to  him  in  very  strong  terms  the  urgent  necessity  there  was  to 
give  early  attention  to  the  peace  and  order  of  that  frontier,  and  in  my  first  audience 
with  General  Diaz  I  made  the  same  representations  to  him,  assuring  him  that  it  was- 
essential  to  the  maintenance  of  cordial  relations  between  the  two  countries.  I  stated 
that  the  recent  occurrences  on  that  frontier  had  fully  confirmed  me  in  the  suggestion 
which  I  first  made  to  him,  that  a  military  officer  of  high  rank,  character,  and  prudence 
should  be  sent  to  the  Rio  Grande  with  a  sufficient  force  of  regular  federal  troops  to 
repress  the  marauding  banda,  and  compel  the  local  authorities  to  co-operate  in  enforc- 
ing order  and  punishing  the  murderers  and  robbers. 

I  expressed  regret  that  my  suggestion  bad  apparently  had  so  little  effect,  as  the  only 
I>erson  sent  to  that  frontier  was  General  Blanco,  who  went  to  Matamoroe  simply  on  a 
political  mission,  unaccompanied  by  any  federal  force,  and  that  his  mission,  if  I  had 
not  been  incorrectly  informed,  had  proven  the  truth  of  the  position  freouently  assumed 
by  me,  that  the  State  and  local  authorities  in  that  region  pay  very  little  regard  to  tho 
orders  or  wishes  of  the  federal  government,  as  Governor  Canales,  of  Tamaulipas,  re- 
fused to  recognize  General  Blanco's  authority  or  to  be  governed  by  his  orders,  and  that 
he  found  it  necessary  to  return  to  this  capital,  and  I  feared  it  was  the  same  with  th& 
other  authorities  on  the  Mexican  side  of  the  Rio  Grande ;  so  that  Mr.  Vallarta's  gov- 
ernment ought  not  to  consider  it  strange  that  the  military  officials  of  Texas  should 
deem  it  necessary  to  have  authority  to  pursue  the  marauders  into  Mexican  territory 
and  punish  them  for  their  murders  and  robberies.  This  was  no  new  declaration  for 
me  to  make,  as  he  would  see  by  an  examination  of  my  cotrespondence  and  interviews 
with  bis  predecessors  in  the  foreign  office. 

I  referred  to  the  fact  that  notwithstanding  my  repeated  remonstrances  with  the  past 
administration  for  a  series  of  raids  into  Texas  from  Mexico,  resulting  in  murders,  arson,, 
plnnderiDg  of  government  post-offices  and  custom-houses,  robberies,  and  other  outlawry, 
up  to  the  present  time  not  a  single  punishment  had  resulted  on  the  part  of  the  Mexican 
authorities.  The  only  action  taken  by  the  federal  authorities  during  my  residence 
which  indicated  any  vigor  or  decision  was  the  arrest  of  General  Cortina  by  order  of  Mr. 
Lerdo,  and  that  simply  resulted  in  bringing  him  to  the  capital  to  release  him  on  parole. 
And  it  appeared  that  the  government  of  General  Diaz  had  in  his  recent  arrest  even 
treated  him  with  greater  consideration,  as  it  had  rescued  him  from  the  death-penalty 
which  Canales  had  caused  to  be  pronounced  against  him  in  Matamoros,  aqd,  according 
to  the  public  press,  had  brought  nim  to  this  city  to  be  acquitted  of  all  blame. 

Mr.  Vallarta  replied  that  General  Diaz  was  fully  impressed  with  the  importance  of 
preserving  the  peace  of  the  Rio  Grande  border,  as  he  had  so  freely  expressed  to  me,  and 
was  desirons  of  doing  all  in  his  power  to  that  end ;  but  that  up  to  the  present  he  had  not 
been  able  to  adopt  such  measures  as  he  desired,  owing  to  the  difficulties  necessarily  in- 
cident to  the  readjustment  of  public  affairs  after  the  triumph  of  the  revolution.  He 
said  that  his  government  agreed  with  me  that  it  was  desirable  to  send  to  that  frontier 
an  able  and  prudent  general,  with  a  sufficient  federal  force,  to  co-operate  with  the 
American  military  authorities ;  but  in  order  to  make  this  co-operation  fully  effective 
it  was  highly  desirable,  first,  to  have  the  official  relations  between  the  two  govemmenta 
restored. 

I  answered,  that  the  peace  of  that  region  ought  not  to  be  endangered  by  a  delay  in 
sending  a  federal  force  awaiting  the  recognition  of  General  Diazes  government.  Bir. 
Vallarta  acquiesced  in  this,  but  said  that  it  appeared  important  that  an  understanding 
be  arrived  at  whereby  the  American  and  Mexican  military  authorities  might  be  able  to 
co-operate  in  their  movements  against  the  Indians  and  other  raiders  and  outlaws,  and 
that  such  an  agreement  should  be  made  by  or  have  the  approval  of  both  governmentH, 
and  that  the  non-existence  of  official  relations  stood  in  the  way  of  such  an  understand- 
ing. He  referred  to  the  reported  crossing  ot  Colonel  Sb after  at  Piedras  Negras  early  in 
this  month  as  a  violation  of  Mexican  territory,  which  did  not  appear  to  have  the  Justi- 
fication alleged  in  his  (Colonel  Shafber's)  recommendation  to  our  government,  as  the 
crossing  of  the  river  was  not  in  pursuit  of  either  Indians  or  other  raiders,  but  to  de- 
mand tne  surrender  of  persons  arrested  in  Mexico  by  its  authorities.  To  which  I  * 
responded,  that  I  was  not  authorized  to  discuss  that  ocuurrence,  as  I  had  as  yet  received 
no  information  or  instructions  concerning  it;  but,  from  my  acquaintance  with  the 
treatment  which  the  Rio  Grande  troubles  nad  received  from  the  Mexican  federal  and 
local  authorities  in  the  past  four  years,  I  was  not  surprised  to  be  informed  that  eventa 
had  occurred  wbicU,  in  the  Judgment  of  onr  military  officers,  had  made  &c>^o^&\v\%Q\>i^^ 
border  necessary. 


238  APPENDIX   B. 

Referring  to  the  visit  of  General  Blanco  to  Matamoros,  Mr.  Vallarta  said  that  his 
mission  was  pnrely  of  a  political  character,  growing  out  of  the  difficulties  existing  be- 
tween Revneltas,  Cortina,  and  Canales;  but  he  did  not  deny  my  allegation  of  the  in- 
subordination of  Canales,  now  in  command  at  Matamoros.  He  stated  that  this  visit 
had  resulted  in  the  removal  from  that  region  of  General  Cortina,  who  was  regarded 
as  one  of  the  chief  causes  of  the  border  troubles,  and  that  his  government  considered 
that  as  an  important  step  in  the  direction  of  pacification,  and  that  whatever  might  be 
the  treatment  he  would  receive  here  he  would  not  be  permitted  to  return  to  the  Rio 
Orande. 

Mr.  Vallarta  was  quite  earnest  in  impressing  upon  me  the  desirability  in  this  connec- 
tion of  restoring  the  official  relations  between  the  two  countries,  upon  which  «vent,  be 
said,  depended  the  adjustment  also  of  other  questions,  to  which  he  alluded  in  passing, 
but  which  need  not  be  referred  to  in  this  dispatch. 

In  this  connection,  it  may  be  proper  to  refer  to  the  fact  that  early  last  year  I  obtained 
an  aasnrance  from  the  Mexican  Government  that  it  would  remove  the  small  bands  of 
Indians  in  Mexico,  near  the  Texas  frontier,  to  distant  points  in  the  interior  of  thA  coun- 
try, and  place  them  under  such  surveillance  as  to  prevent  their  raids  into  Texas. 

But  the  administration  of  Mr.  Lerdo  was  so  occupied  with  the  revolution  that  it 
never  carried  out  this  resolution.    I  hope  with  the  establishment  of  official  relations  to 
have  this  measure,  so  important  for  our  frontier  protection,  carried  into  execution. 
I  am,  &^,f 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 


General  Ord  to  the  Aeeietant  Adjuttant'General. 

(H.  Ex.  Doc.  13,  45th  Cong.,  1st  seas.,  p.  137.) 

Hradquaktbrs  Dkpartmbnt  of  Tsxas, 

San  Aniomoj  Tex.,  April  3,  1877. 
Sir: 

In  connection  with  this  matter,  I  beg  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Seoietarj^  of  State 
to  the  evident  and  recent  change  in  the  demeanor  of  the  local  and  revolotiona^  an- 
thorities  along  the  Mexican  borders  adjacent  to  this  department.  As  long  as  Prasideiit 
Juarez  or  Lerao  was  in  authority  at  the  center  of  Mexico,  and  when  the  bofder  State 
authorities  pretended  to  defer  to  those  central  sovemments,  thwe  was  some  reapect 
and  good-will  abown  to  the  American  agenta  and  military  oommandera  along  the  Rio 
-Grande ;  but  aince  the  last  revolution  in  Mexico  the  worst  elementa  aeem  to  have  come 
to  the  surface,  and  instead  of  respect  or  cordiality  between  the  local  and  revolatiofi- 
ary  authoritiea  and  that  of  our  government,  there  ia  often  open  and  undiagoiaed  hos- 
tility. 

The  condition  of  affairs  on  the  fh>utieT  is  such  as  to  call  for  seriona  oooaideration 
whether  it  is  not  now  necessary  for  this  government,  for  the  protection  of  its  citiaens 
along  the  border,  to  do  something  beaidea  act  as  apectatora  of  the  conteat  between  guer- 
rilla leaders  for  mastery  in  contiguous  States  of  Mexico.  Our  citiaens  are  bcdng  now 
plundered  more  than  has  been  customary  by  the  bands  of  Indians  from  the  opposite 
side,  some  of  whom  exhibit  passes  from  the  local  authorities,  and  there  seems  to  have 
been  an  offensive  alliance  entered  into  between  them  and  the  local  governor  of  Coa- 
huila. 

Recently,  when  I  learned  that  the  alcalde  at  Piedraa  Negraa  had  arreated  a  coapls 
of  guides  who  had  been  employed  as  trailera  to  follow  raiding  bands  across  into  Mex- 
ico under  authority  from  the  general  commanding  the  army,  and  who,  I  learned,  woald 
Srobably  be  executed,  I  tele^praphed  for  their  status.  {See  reply  marked  A.)  I  then 
irected  formal  application  ror  their  release,  and  Colonel  Sohofield  informed  me  that 
the  alcalde  refused,  stating  that  his  orders  were  to  imprison  all  who  had  gnided  as  in 
Mexico  (see  telegram  marked  B).  Upon  the  principle  that  if  two  of  our  Crow  Indian 
guides  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Sioux,  we  wonld  deserve  and  receive  no  respect  from 
the  Crow  allies  or  any  other  if  we  did  not  make  every  effort  to  release  our  f^ides, 
I  telegraphed  the  commander  of  the  district  to  use  hia  available  troopa  promptiy  to 
secure  their  releaae,  but  aa  the  present  governor  is  reputed  energetic  and  prompt  in 
shedding  the  blood  of  prisoners,  I  fear  the  efforts  to  release  them  will  be  futile.  Gen- 
eral Devin  reports  that  Canales,  who  has  control  at  Tamanlipas,  has  shown  no  courtesy 
or  friendly  disposition  toward  the  Americans.  His  reputation  as  a  cruel,  bad  mania 
even  worse  than  that  of  Cortina. 

In  Chihuahua  I  learn  that  there  is  a  contest  for  control  waging  between  Trias,  aided 
by  the  wild  Indians  and  other  desperate  adventurers,  and  the  partiesfclaiming  to  act 
under  the  Diaz  faction.    The  probabilities  are  that  Trias  will  wm. 
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I  should  add,  in  explanation  of  the  matter  of  the  guides,  that  a  few  months  since, 
when  Colonel  Sbafter  employed  the  Mexican  guides,  the  authorities  then  in  power  were 
disposed  to  encourage  his  pursuit  of  the  raiding  Indians,  and  consented  to  his  crossing 
into  Mexico.  The  services  of  the  guides  were  secured,  I  believe,  through  the  agency 
of  the  American  consul,  Mr.  Schucbardt,  who  furnished  the  information  lately  that 
they  would  probably  be  summarily  executed.  (See  General  Schofield's  dispatch,  C.) 
Since  writing  the  above,  the  dispatch  received  marked  D,  and  one  sent  marked  £. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 
Brigadier-General  J  U,  S,  A.,  Commanding. 
Assistant  Adjctant-General, 

Military  Division  of  the  Missouri,  Chicago^  FIL 


[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  Texas, 

tSan  AntoniOj  Tex,,  April  3,  1877. 
To  Colonel  Taylor,  Fori  Duncan  : 

Send  promptly,  through  alcalde  of  Piedras  Negras,  to  the  governor  of  Coahuila,  this : 
'^  The  department  commander  of  Texas  has  learned  with  surprise  that  the  governor 
of  Coahuila  has  ordered  the  arrest  of  two  men  who  acted  as  guides  to  a  party  of  United 
States  troops  in  pursuit  of  wild  Indians,  who  were  taking  refup^e  in  the  mountains  of 
Mexico  with  stock  stolen  from  the  United  States.  That  injuries  to  these  guides  for 
aervioes  done  the  United  States  Gk>vernment  on  an  expedition  which  was  undertaken 
with  the  consent  of  the  de  facto  commander  of  the  Mexican  forces  of  the  district,  can- 
not but  be  regarded  as  a  declaration  on  the  part  of  the  present  g:ovemor  to  co-operate 
with  the  wild  Indians,  refugees  fix>m  the  United  States,  in  their  depredations  upon 
this  territory,  and  will  be  so  reported  to  the  President." 
Sign  by  order.    State  that  this  letter  is  telegpraphed. 

ORD. 


Mr.  Evarts  to  Mr,  Foster. 

(H.  Ex.  Doc.  13,  45th  Cong.,  1st  sess.,  p.  12.) 

No.  392.]  Dkpartmrkt  of  State, 

Washington,  May  38, 1877. 

Sir  :  I  transmit  a  eopy  of  a  letter  of  the  16th  instant,  and  of  its  aooorapanimeots, 
addressed  to  this  department  by  the  Secretary  of  War.  It  relates  to  another  raid  into 
Texas  by  Mexicans  and  Indiaas  from  Mexico,  the  result  of  which  was  a  theft  of  two 
hondred  head  of  cattle. 

It  is  apprehended  that  the  Mexican  Government  is  not  well  aware  that,  although  for 
a  heavy  pecuniary  consideration  it  has  released  the  United  States  from  the  obligations 
in  respect  to  predatory  incursions  of  Indians  from  this  country  into  Mexico,  the  obli- 
gations of  that  government  in  respect  to  similar  marauders  from  that  country  into  the 
United  States  are  entire,  as  provided  for  both  by  public  law  and  by  treaty.  The  duty 
of  that  government,  therefore,  at  least  to  aid  in  restraining  its  savages  from  depreda- 
tions  upon  us,  seems  to  be  clear.  If  this  duty  shall  continue  to  be  neglected,  we  may 
be  compelled  in  self-defense  to  disregard  the  boundary  in  seeking  for  and  punishing 
those  bandits. 

Yon  will  make  known  these  sentiments  in  the  proper  quarter,  but  it  is  not  expected 
that  at  present  you  will  t^dress  an  official  remonstrance  to  that  government  on  the 
aubject. 

I  am,  d&c, 

WM.  M.  EVARTS. 


[Inclosare.] 
Mr,  McCrary  to  Mr,  Evarts, 

War  Department, 
Washington  City,  May  16, 1877. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  rei>ort  of  Lieut. 
Col.  W.  R.  Shafter  of  a  raid  by  Mexicans  and  Indians  in  Texas,  carrying  off  two  hun- 
dred head  of  cattle,  and  beg  to  invite  your  attention  to  the  remarks  of  Lieut.  Gen. 
.Sheridan  indorsed  thereon. 
Very  respectfnlly,  &c., 

GEO.  W.  McCRARY, 

Secretary  of  Wat* 
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[Telegnun.] 

Signal  Seryicb,  U.  S.  A.     United  States  Telegraph, 

Dated  Fort  Clark,  Texas,  1877.    Received  April  24, 1877. 

Taylor,  A.  A.  O., 

D.  TexaSf  San  Antonio^  Tex, : 

The  following  dispatch  received  yesterday  from  Castroville : 

*^  Party  of  thirty-five  iDdians  and  Mexicans  raided  through  Qaihi^  Hondo,  and  New 
Fountain  last  night,  carrying  off  two  handred  head  of  horses ;  trail  moving  suathwest, 
crosses  line  eight  miles  below  here." 

Immediately  npon  receipt  of  this  dispatch.  Lieutenant  Stevenson,  with  forty  men, 
has  been  ordered  to  the  Naeces,  about  sixty  miles  southeast  of  Duncan.    Company  B^ 
Tenth  Cavalry,  is  at  Duncan,  ready  to  start  in  any  direction  required.    Orders  were 
also  sent  to  Lieutenant  Van  Vliet,  in  Frio  Cafion,  to  go  to  Dhanis,  take  the  trail  and 
follow  it.    Rangers  in  Nueces  Safion  and  people  at  Frio  City  also  notified  three  oom- 

Eanies  cavalry  near  here,  one  company  at  San  Felipe,  and  Bullis,  between  month  of 
^evil's  River  and  Pecos,  ready  to  start  as  soon  as  I  can  get  definite  information  as  to 
point  they  are  bearing  for. 

SHAFTER,  Commanding. 

[Telegram.] 

Fort  Cijirk,  Tex.,  April  28,  1877. 
To  Taylor,  A.  A.  G., 

Department  TeraSy  San  Antonio: 

Following  telegram  received : 

*' Lieutenant  Dolau, Texas  Rangers, says,  'I  followed  the  Indian  trail  near  Penden- 
cia;  rained  hard  and  put  out  trail;  think  they  crossed  below  Presidio;  they  have 
about  thirty-five  horses  to  m^  knowledge ;  ma^  have  had  more.  Indians  had  a  fight 
with  citizens  at  Lumaville,  in  which  one  Indian  and  one  white  man  was  killed.' '' 
Schofield  says :  Courier  in  from  Stevenson  says  several  bands  Indians  in  vicinity  of 
Corisa.  Followed  one  trail  of  twelve,  but  lost  it  in  heavy  rain-storm.  Indians  in 
email  parties  are  hidden  in  thick  brush  watching  chance  to  steal  stock.  Thinks  he  can 
catch  some  of  them  there.  Telegrams  were  received  on  26th.  To-day  Van  Vliet  reports 
from  Frio  City :  The  recent  raids  in  this  section  have  been  committed  by  a  party  of  six 
Indians,  who,  commencing  at  Quihi,  worked  southwest  along  the  Pecos.  They  were 
pursued  from  the  Lona  by  a  party  of  herders  southwest  ard  one  of  their  number  killed 
50  miles  from  here,  and  30  head  of  stock  recaptured.  This  occurred  on  23d  instant. 
The  Indians  were  scattered  and  could  not  be  overtaken,  since  which  time  trail  has 
been  entirely  washed  out.  Stevenson  with  40  men  of  Company  K,  Eighth  Cavalry,  and 
Dbani's  Company,  is  now  on  the  Nueces  trying  to  hunt  up  Indians  hiding  there.  Boyd, 
with  Company  B,  Eighth  Cavalry,  is  scoutiug  along  the  river.  35  miles  below  Duncan^ 
toward  mouth  of  San  Pedro.    Don't  think  they  will  get  ofif  with  much  stock. 

SHAFTER,  Commanding. 

[Firat  indonement.] 

Hbadquartbrs  Department  of  Texas, 

San  Antonio,  Tex,,  April  30,  1877. 

A  true  copy.    Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  assistant  adjutant-general,  Military 
Division  of  the  Missouri,  for  the  information  of  the  Lieutenant-General  commanding. 

J.  H.  TAYLOR, 
Aseistant  Adjutant-General,  in  the  absence  of  the  Brigadier-General,  Commanding, 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Missouri, 

Chicago,  Mag  5, 1877. 

Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army. 
As  I  have  heretofore  had  occasion  to  observe,  the  Rio  Grande  is  a  very  long  and  dif- 
ficult frontier  to  protect,  and  notwithstanding  the  activity  of  our  troops  it  is  found 
almost  impossible,  with  the  means  at  hand,  to  prevent  these  marauding  incursions  from 
Mexico,  and  I  recommend  that  the  proper  authorities  take  some  steps  to  require  the 
Mexican  Government  to  aid  in  the  protection  of  that  frontier. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 
Lieutenant-General,  Commanding, 
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Mr,  Evarts  to  Mr,  Foattr, 

(H.  Ex.  Doc.  13,  Forty-fifth  Cong.,  first  sesa.,  p.  14.) 

Department  of  State, 
Washingtonf  June  4, 1877. 

Sir:  Referring  to  the  previous  correspondence  upon  the  subject,  I  transmit  herewith 
a  copy  of  a  letter,  under  date  of  the  Ist  instant,  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  of  its 
accompaniment,  in  relation  to  the  suppression  of  raids  by  marauding  parties  from 
Mexico  across  the  border  into  Texas. 
I  am,  Sco,, 

WM.  M.  EVARTS. 


[Incloeure  to  No.  7.] 
Mr,  McCrary  to  Mr.  EvarU, 

War  Department, 

Washington,  June  1,  1877. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  for  your  information,  a  copy  of  instructions 
issued  to  General  W.  T.  Sherman,  commanding  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  in  relic- 
tion to  the  suppression  ^f  raids,  by  marauding  parties  from  Mexico,  across  the  border 
into  Texas. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  W.  McCRARY, 

Secretary  of  War, 


Secretary  of  War  to  General  Sherman. 

War  Department, 

Washington,  June  1, 1877. 

General:  The  report  of  W.  M.  Shafter,  lieutenant-colonel  Twenty-fourth  Infantry, 
commanding  the  district  of  Nueces,  Texas,  concerning  recent  raids  by  Mexicans  ana 
Indians  from  Mexico  into  Texas  for  marauding  purposes,  with  your  indorsement  of  the 
29th  ultimo,  has  been  submitted  to  the  President,  and  has,  together  with  numerous 
other  reports  and  documents  relating  to  the  same  subject,  been  duly  considered. 

The  President  desires  that  the  utmost  vigilance  on  the  part  of  the  military  forces  in 
Texas  be  exercised  for  the  suppression  of  tnese  raids.  It  is  very  desirable  that  efforts 
to  this  end,  in  so  far  at  least  as  they  necessarily  involve  operations  on  both  sides  of  the 
border,  be  made  with  the  co-operation  of  the  Mexican  authorities ;  and  you  will  in- 
struct General  Ord,  commanding  in  Texas,  to  invite  such  co-operation  on  the  part  of 
the  local  Mexican  authorities,  and  to  inform  them  that  while  the  President  is  anxious 
to  avoid  giving  offense  to  Mexico,  he  is  nevertheless  convinced  that  the  invasion  of  our 
territory  by  armed  and  organized  bodies  of  thieves  and  robbers  to  prey  upon  our  citi- 
zens should  not  be  longer  endured. 

General  Ord  will  at  once  notify  the  Mexican  authorities  along  the  Texas  border,  of 
the  ^reat  desire  of  the  President  to  unite  with  them  in  efforts  to  suppress  this  long- 
coutmued  lawlessness.  At  the  same  time  he  will  inform  those  authorities  that  if  the 
Government  of  Mexico  shall  continue  to  neglect  the  duty  of  suppressing  these  outrages, 
that  duty  will  devolve  upon  this  government,  and  will  be  performed,  even  if  its  per- 
formance should  render  necessary  the  occasional  crossing  of  the  border  by  our  troops. 
You  will,  therefore,  direct  General  Ord  that  in  case  the  lawless  incursions  continue  he 
will  be  at  liberty,  in  the  use  of  his  own 'discretion,  when  in  pursuit  of  a  band  of  the 
marauders,  and  when  his  troops  are  either  in  sight  of  them  or  upon  a  fresh  trail,  to  fol- 
low them  across  the  Rio  Grande,  and  to  overtake  and  punish  them,  as  well  as  retake 
stolen  property  taken  from  our  citizens  and  found  in  their  hands  on  the  Mexican  side 
of  the  fine. 

I  have,  Slo., 

GEO.  W.  McCRARY, 

Secretary  of  War. 

16  a 
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Mr.  Farter  to  Mr.  EvarU. 
(H.  Ex.  Doo.  13,  45th  Cong.^  1st  seas.,  p.  18.) 

[Telegram.] 

Mrxico,  June  21, 1977. 
Hon.  WnxiAM  M.  Evakts, 

Secretary  of  State,  Waahington : 

Mexican  minister  of  war  issued  order  on  IBtb,  occasioned  by  Secretary  McCraiy's 
instructions  to  General  Ord,  but  was  not  made  known  to  me  till  after  departure  of 
steamer's  mail.  It  orders  General  Trevifio  and  northern  division  of  army  to  frontier 
at  once,  to  prevent  raids  into  Texas  and  repel  with  force  any  invasion  of  Mexican  ter- 
ritory by  American  troops.  It  characterizes  instructions  to  Ord  as  violation  of  treaties, 
of  rules  of  international  law,  and  even  of  practice  of  civilized  nations,  and  as  an  insult 
sought  to  be  inflicted  on  Mexico. 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 

(Via  Brownsville,  June  28.) 


Mr,  Foster  to  Mr,  Evarts, 

(H.  Ex.  Doc.  13,  45th  Cong.,  1st  Sess.,  p.  18.) 

No.  552.]  Legation  of  the  United  Stated, 

MexicOf  June  21, 1877. 

Sir  :  I  inclose  herewith  a  copy  and  translation  of  the  instfuctious  of  the  Mexican 
minister  of  war,  dated  on  the  lUth  instant,  addressed  to  General  Trevifio,  commanding 
the  division  of  the  north  of  the  Mexican  army.  These  instructions  are  occasioned  by 
the  receipt  of  a  copy  of  Secretary  McCrary's  order  to  the  General  of  the  Army,  con- 
taining the  instructions  to  General  Ord  in  reference  to  preventing  the  raids  from 
Mexico  into  Texas. 

In  view  of  the  extraordinary  character  of  the  inclosed  order,  I  have  protested  to  the 
minister  of  foreign  affairs  against  its  unwarranted  assertions  in  regard  to  the  action 
and  intention  of  our  government,  and  have  stated  that  I  regard  its  spirit  as  unfriendly 
and  calculated  unduly  to  excite  and  prejudice  the  Mexican  people  against  the  United 
States. 

I  am,  d&c, 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 


[InoIotiire.->Tmislatlan.] 
Order  of  Mexican  nUnieter  qf  war. 

DEPARTMENT  OP  WAR. 

The  United  States  War  Department  has  issued  an  order  on  the  1st  instant  (a  trans- 
lated copy  of  which  I  herewith  inclose)  authorizing  the  troops  of  that  country  to  in- 
vade our  national  territory  with  the  object  of  pursuing  the  evil-doers  to  which  it  refers, 
to  capture  the  same,  pnnish  them,  and  recover  the  property  stolen  from  United  States 
citizens.  Although  the  plenipotentiary  of  Mexico  at  Washington,  who  protested 
against  that  order  on  account  of  the  offense  it  implies  towards  our  country,  assures  the 
foreign  departmei^t  by  telegraph  that  he  has  received  friendly  explanations  from  the 
Ajnerican  Government,  the  President  thinks  that  the  honor  of  the  country  will  not  be 
satisfied  except  with  a  modification  of  the  said  order  in  such  terms  that  it  shall  not  be 
in  contradicuon,  as  it  is  now,  with  the  treaties  in  force  between  Mexico  and  the  United 
States,  with  the  rules  of  international  law,  and  even  with  the  practice  of  civilized 
nations. 

The  President  has  already  disposed  what  is  convenient  in  order  that  the  serious 
questions  to  which  that  order  has  given  rise  be  treated  in  a  suitable  form  and  manner 
with  the  Cabintt  of  Washington ;  out  as  its  urgency  on  the  frontier  of  the  neighbor- 
ing republic  may  occasion  conflicts  between  the  two  nations  even  before  those  ques- 
tions can  be  discussed,  the  same  supreme  magistrate  has  deemed  it  his  duty  to  com- 
municate to  you,  as  commander  of  the  line  of  the  north,  certain  instructions  which  may 
prevent  as  far  as  possible  the  said  conflicts,  or  at  least,  in  an  extraordinary  case,  pre- 
serve the  honor  and  dignity  of  the  republic. 

Therefore  the  President  determines  that,  ss  soon  as  you  receive  the  present  commu- 
nication, you  shall  order  the  division  under  your  command  to  be  situated  at  snob 
points  as  you  may  deem  convenient,  with  the  object  of  protecting  the  Mexican  frontier 
and  preventing  that  the  robbers  of  either  side  of  the  Rio  Grande  shall  remain  un- 
pnniMied  for  the  mere  fact  of  crossing  the  river.  To  this  effect  you  will,  with  the 
utmost  zeal  and  activity,  pursue  the  evil-doers  that  may  commit  any  robberies  on  Mex- 
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icaD  territory  who  seek  to  escape  to  the  Uoit'ed  States,  as  well  as  those  who,  comiiiit- 
tiDg  any  robberies  in  the  neighboring  ooaotry,  shall  come  to  Mexico  fleeing  from 
jnstiee,  and  seeking  impunity  in  onr  territory.  These  parsaits  which  yon  may  order 
shall  only  be  made  within  the  limits  of  the  repnblic,  and  once  that  the  criminals  shall 
have  been  captured,  you  will  plaoe  the  same  at  the  disposition  of  the  competent 
oonrts. 

Mexico  has  celebrated  with  the  United  States  an  extradition  treaty,  which  was  pub- 
lished on  the  20th  of  May,  1862.  This  treaty  is  in  full  force,  and  yon  will  subject  your 
conduct  to  the  same  whenever  any  criminals  captured  by  your  forces  be  claimed  by 
the  military  or  civil  authorities  of  the  neighboring  republic,  and  those  that  may  have 
committed  any  of  the  ofifenses  stipnlated  in  the  said  treaty. 

Whenever,  in  order  to  effect  the  pnrsnit  referred  to,  it  be  necessary  to  act  in  aceord 
with  the  military  or  civil  authorities  of  the  United  States,  yon  will  invite  the  same,  so 
that  they  may  co-operate  with  yon  toward  success  of  the  respective  operations. 

And  when  you^on  the  other  hand,  receive  alike  invitation  from  the  said  authorities, 
yon  will  zealously  endeavor  to  accede  to  it,  doing  everything  in  your  power  in  order 
to  capture  the  criminals.  This  agreement  between  the  commanders  and  authorities  of 
both  conn  tries  shall  in  no  case  authorize  the  passing  of  foreign  troops  into  onr  terri- 
tory, an  authorization  which  cannot  be  grantea  even  by  the  President  of  the  republic, 
because  fraction  16,  article  72,  of  the  federal  constitution  reserves  it  exclusively  to  the 
Congress  of  the  Union.  In  obedience  to  that  law,  you  will  by  no  means  consent  that 
the  troops  of  the  United  States  enter  our  territor^v,  and  out  of  respect  to  the  sovereignty 
of  that  repnblic  ypn  will  likewise  prevent  Mexican  forces  fh>m  trespassing  on  foroign 
soil. 

At  the  shortest  possible  tiine  you  will  communicate  to  Gteneral  Ord,  or  to  the  supe- 
rior commander  of  the  United  States  forces  on  the  frontier,  these  instructions,  acquaint- 
ing him  at  .the  same  time  with  the  dispositions  yon  may  dictate  in  order  to  render  them 
efiective.  Yon  will  also  endeavor  to  accord  with  the  said  commander  with  regard 
to  the  operations  to  be  undertaken  in  combination  with  him  for  the  capture  of  evil- 
doers and  their  most  effective  punishment,  givinf|^  him  to  understand  that  the  desires 
of  the  President  on  this  point  have  no  other  restrictions  than  those  imposed  upon  him 
by  international  law,  the  treaties  now  in  force  between  the  two  countries,  and  the 
dignity  of  the  republic  And  as  a  consequence  of  those  restrictions,  you  will  inform 
the  said  commander  that  as  the  Government  of  Mexico  cannot  allow  a  foreign  force  to 
enter  the  national  territory  without  the  consent  of  the  Con^^ressof  the  Union,  and  maoh 
less  that  fhe  said  force  shall  come  to  exercise  acts  of  jurisdiction,  as  those  expressed 
in  the  ordei^of  the  United  States  War  Department,  yon  will  repel  force  by  force,  should 
the  invasion  take  plaoe. 

In  dictating  this  extreme  measure,  the  President  has  had  in  view  those  oonsiderations 
which  no  Mexican  can  forego  when  th^  defense  of  the  national  honor  is  in  qnestion. 
The  snpreme  magistrate  of  the  republic  believes  that  he  faithfully  interprets  the  feel- 
ings of  the  Mexicans,  if  he  aecepts  the  situation  in  which  he  is  placed  rather  than  the 
humiliation  of  an  ofiense  which  would  redooe  Mexico  to  the  condition  of  a  barbarous 
country  and  beyond  the  communion  of  international  law.  The  President  does  not  wish, 
however,  that  the  attitude  assumed  by  the  soldiers  of  the  republic  in  front  of  troops 
trespassing  upon  our  territory,  infringing  international  law,  be  reputed  as  an  aet  of 
hostility  toward  the  United  States,  but  that  it  be  considered  as  the  exercise  of  the 
legitimate  right  of  self-defense  that  appeals  to  arms  only  in  the  extreme  case  when 
amicable  means  are  unavailable  to  make  it  respected. 

This  is  not  the  proper  time  nor  is  it  of  the  inoumbence  of  this  department  to  disooss 
the  order  of  the  United  States  War  Department,  showing  the  errors  contained  in  Colo- 
nel Shafter's  report,  which  has  given  rise  to  the  same,  nor  incjuiring  into  whether  the 
Mexican  Qovernment  has  neglected  its  daty  in  preventing  on  its  part  the  depredationa 
of  the  marauders  on  a  frontier,  a  reason  or  motive  appealed  to  by  the  American  Qov- 
ernment in  order  to  take  upon  itself  the  fulfillment  of  that  duty,  ordering  even  the  in- 
vasion of  onr  teiritory.  In  order  to  treat  this  matter  conveniently,  the  neoeasory 
instructions  have  been  given  to  onr  minister  at  Washington*  ^ 

I  request  yon  to  appmnt  a  commissioner  ad  koo  near  the  American  eommander,  who 
shall  express  to  him  what  I  have  here  stated.  Send  to  the  said  commander  by  that 
commissioner  a  ceritfied  copy  of  this  communication,  so  that  he  may  beoome  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  the  measares  dictated  by  the  government  of  the  republic. 

I  deem  it  necessary  to  reoomroend  to  you  the  faithful  and  exoet  falfillment  of  the 
instmetions  I  hereby  oommnnioote  to  yon  by  order  of  the  President;  our  national  honor 
is  therein  interested,  and  this  suffices  to  expect  of  your  patriotism  to  aot  with  the  pm- 
dence  demanded  by  thiseerions  question,  in  order  to  avoid  any  cause  of  conflict  between 
the  two  countries ;  acting,  however,  with  due  energy,  and  repelling  with  force  the  in- 
sult that  it  is  being  soaght  to  inflict  on  Mexico  by  the  invasion  of  ner  territory. 

City  of  Mexico,  June  18, 1877. 

PEDRO  OOAZON. 

To  the  General  of  Division,  Gbr^nimo  TrbtiSo, 

In  oommund  of  h%9  forces ,  Piedra*  Negras, 
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i/r.  Foster  to  Mr,  Evaris. 

(H.  Ex.  Do 3. 13,  45th  Cong.,  Ist  seas.,  p.  20.) 

No.  554.]  Lkoation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  June  22,  18T7. 

Sir  :  The  feeling  which  has  been  manifested  by  the  Mexican  pablic  apon  the  publi- 
cation of  the  instructions  to  General  Ord  in  regard  to  the  Rio  Grande  frontier  has  beeo 
most  intense.  That  which  has  contributed  most  to  fan  this  feeling  into  a  flame  has 
been  the  order  of  the  Mexican  minister  of  war  to  the  commander  of  the  northern  divi- 
sion of  the  army,  which  order  I  inclosed  in' my  No.  552. 

As  indicating  the  temper  of  the  pablic  mind  I  inclose  herewith  articles  from  the  lead- 
ing newspapers  published  in  this  capital  npoa  thejsubject. 
I  am,  &c.,  ' 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 


[InolMare  1.— From  La  Epooa— Diaz  administration.] 
THE  difficulties  WITH  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  THE  NORTH. 

At  this  moment  it  is  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  judge  with  calmness  what  is  pass- 
ing between  Mexico  and  the  United  States  of  the  North.  Nevertheless  it  is  our  dnty 
to  examine  every  question  with  impartiality,  and  we  will  now  comply  with  our  obli- 
gations as  far  as  it  is  possible. 

The  origin,  or  the  pretext  at  least,  of  these  difficulties  are  the  depredations  which 
it  is  said  are  committed  on  the  American  side  by  bands  of  robbers  organized  on  this 
side  of  the  Bravo  (Rio  Grande). 

The  pretext,  which  is  presented  as  a  motive  for  the  hostilities  which  the  American 
Government  has  really  declared  against  Mexico,  contains  the  explicit  defense  against 
the  charges  made  against  her. 

As  Mr.  Iglesiassays  in  his  protest,  it  has  been  demonstrated  by  facts,  with  which  the 
American  Government  is  acquainted,  that  said-  invasions  are  reciprocaL  Sometimes 
the  robbers  pass  from  Mexico  to  the  United  States ;  at  others  they  come  from  Texas  to 
Mexico.  As  a  proof  of  this  truth,  we  can  cite  a  case  which  came  to  the  notice  of  the 
department  of  foreign  affairs.  Some  marauders  having  been  apprehended  by  the 
Mexican  authorities,  it  was  found  that  they  had  arms  and  overcoats  belonging  to  the 
United  States. 

We  should  suppose  that  the  government  has  always  been  animated  by  a  lively  con- 
sciousness of  its  international  duties,  and  for  this  reason,  if  it  did  not  prevent  the 
depredations  of  its  citizens  on  Mexican  territory,  it  was  not  because  it  did  not  wish  to 
do  so,  but  because  it  could  not,  notwithstanding  its  immense  elements  of  strength  and 
power.  And  this  is  the  truth ;  that  immense  zone  is  a  desert,  and  a  numerous  army 
would  not  be  sufficient  to  absolutely  prevent  evil-doers  in  either  country  from  commit- 
ting depredations  on  pacific  people  on  both  sides  of  the  Rio  Bravo.  The  fact,  then, 
that  the  American  Government,  feeling  its  impotence  to  protect  its  own  household, 
demands  of  us,  placed  as  we  are  by  misfortune  in  conditions  inferior  in  power  to  it,  to 
do  what  it  cannot  do,  is  an  unpardonable  act,  a  scandalous  abuse  of  brute  force.  These 
considerations  become  the  more  serious  when  we  remember  that  this  same  govern- 
ment, far  from  facilitating  our  action  on  the  frontier,  has  permitted  conspiracy  and  the 
organization  of  bands  of  marauders.  That  these  individuals  have  been  conspiring 
against  the  established  government,  and  that  Winkar  has  entered  Mexican  territory 
at  the  head  of  a  band  organized  in  the  United  States,  is  public  and  notorious  in  Texas 
and  in  the  whole  world. 

If  the  government  of  that  country  considers  that  it  has  sufficient  power  to  prevent 
such  aggressions,  why  4id  it  not  prevent  that  which  we  have  just  mentioned?    If  it 
'  recognizes  the  fact  that  it  is  impotent  to  comply  with  its  international  duties,  why 
does  it  demand  of  Mexico  what  is  beyond  the  power  of  either  government  f 

The  injustice  with  which  President  Hayes  has  proceeded  marks  an  epoch  of  decay  in 
the  United  States.  A  noble  spirit  of  justice  has  always  characterized  the  American 
people,  and  the  fact  that  now,  at  the  very  time  that  Winkar's  invasion  is  commented 
on  by  the  newspapers  of  both  countries,  something  is  demanded  of  Mexico  which  the 
Unit^  States  has  not  been  able  to  do  in  this  same  case  of  Winkar,  causes  it  to  be 
feared  that  the  conscience  of  the  great  country  of  Washington  and  Lincoln,  which  with 
BO  much  eloq^uence  was  interpreted  by  Hamilton,  Madison,  Daniel  Webster,  and  a  hun- 
dred others,  is  becoming  relaxed  and  lost,  to  the  misfortune  and  shame  of  the  great 
republic  and  American  civilization. 

We  should,  however,  hope  that  the  American  people  will  not  forget,  on  this  occa- 
sioD;  the  prinoiples  to  whlcli  tlie^  ow«tVi«\x  ^^atuess^and  will  bear  in  mind  that  their 
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first  dnty  to  themselves  and  to  all  others  is  to  be  just.  'The  foregoing  considerations 
surely  prove  that,  on  this  occasion,  the  American  Government  has  on  its  side  neither 
reason  nor  right,  and  that  its  conduct  is  unworthy  of  the  great  people  which  it  so  illy 
represents.  Our  manner  of  proceeding  should  be  different ;  if  that  government  is 
distinguished  by  a  forgetfulness  of  principles  by  which  its  actions  should  be  shaped, 
ours  should  be  the  mark  of  dignity,  of  justice,  and  of  the  nobility  of  our  race. 

We  have  two  classes  of  obligations  in  this  question,  some  to  the  dignity  of  our  conn- 
try,  others  to  the  American  people.  We  should  comply  with  both  with  seriousness, 
with  pleasure,  as  is  the  duty  of  citizens  of  a  republic.  At  this  moment  we  cannot  do 
less  than  energetically  condemn,  for  the  honor  of  our  country,  the  depredations  com- 
mitted by  parties  organized  in  our  territory. 

The  duties  of  neignborship  oblige  us  to  pursue  to  the  death  those  evil-doers,  and  to 
contribute  with  the  American  authorities  to  protect  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
in  person  and  property,  who  may  be  threatened  by  robbers  from  tliis  side  of  the  Bravo 
(Rio  Grande).  We  can  never  employ  sufficient  energy  in  the  fulfillment  of  the  duty 
in  order  to  demonstrate  to  those  who  have  assisted  the  machinations  of  Winkar  and 
his  accomplices  that  we  are  conscious  of  our  international  obligations. 

Neither  can  we  forget  that  the  dignity  of  our  country  demands  that  we  should  pro- 
test against  the  unlawful  order  of  President  Hayes,  preparing  to  employ  all  our  power 
to  resist  by  force  the  aggression  of  force.  The  government  elevating  to  the  height  of 
civilization  has  placed  itself  in  the  position  necessary  to  comply  with  both  duties.  It 
orders  General  Treviilo  to  pursue  the  evil-doers,  and  at  the  same  time  he  is  commanded, 
in  case  of  an  invasion,  to  employ  the  arms  of  the  republic  against  the  invaders.  In 
another  part  of  this  paper  our  readers  may  inform  themselves  of  the  communications 
to  which  we  refer.  They  reveal  the  serene  dignity  with  which  our  government  is  con- 
ducting it-self,  and  which  we  do  not  doubt  will  draw  to  it,  not  the  support  of  a  party, 
but  all  Mexicans  who  hold  in  esteem  their  own  names  and  the  honor  of  their  country. 
A  tortuous,  arbitrary,  low,  and  ruinous  policy  is  maintained  toward  us  by  the  animosity 
and  strength  of  the  great  and  enlightened  American  people.  If,  as  we  do  not  expect, 
that  nation  should  forget  its  principles  and  not  condemn  what  has  been  done  by  its 
President,  we  will  let  them  see  that  we  bear  them  in  mind,  and,  while  we  oppose  force 
to  force,  we  comply  nobly  and  tranquilly  with  our  international  obligations.  The  or- 
ders of  the  minister  of  war  amply  till  these  conditions,  and  we  cannot  do  less  than 
render  a  tribute  to  the  President  of  the  republic  and  to  the  ministry,  of  our  sincere 
praise  on  account  of  the  dignified  attitude  the  government  has  assumed  in  the  ques- 
tion which  we  have  discussed  in  this  article. 


[Inclosare  9.— From  the  Federaliata— Lerdisti 

The  order  communicated  to  General  Ord,  and  which  we  published  yesterday,  involves 
a  serious  offense  to  the  national  dignity  and  to  the  sovereignty  and  independence  of 
Mexico.  This  is  unquestionable.  It  is,  besides,  a  step  violent  and  unmeditated  iu 
form,  on  the  part  of  the  government  that  authorizes  that  offense  against  a  friendly 
nation.  According  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  the  sanction  of  Congress 
is  required  iu  order  to  declare  war;  and  the  most  elementary  principles  of  interna- 
tional law  are  enough  to  convince  one  that  an  order  which  authorizes  the  armed  inva- 
sion of  a  foreign  territory  is  equivalent  to  a  declaration  of  war,  no  matter  what  the 
pretext  invoked. 

The  aspect  which  affairs  have  assumed  cannot  be  considered  in  any  other  manner, 
since  the  text  of  the  instructions  sent  to  General  Ord  by  the  War  Department  of  his 
country  have  been  made  known. 

As  was  natural  these  events  have  deeply  moved  national  feeling  and  awakened  the 
love  of  conntry.  which  had  become  somewhat  weakened  by  our  civil  dissensions;  its 
manifestations  nave  not  been  delayed  on  the  part  of  the  press,  and  they  would  have 
been  more  flattering  to  sincere  patriotism,  had  not  some  newspapers  mixed  in  these 
manifestations  the  name  of  President  Sebastian  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  to  which  personage 
machinations  contrary  to  the  independence  of  Mexico  are  attributed.  In  his  name 
and  in  that  of  all  of  his  partisans  we  protest  against  such  unmerited  charges.  We  do 
not  need  the  language  of  patriotism  to  vindicate  the  immaculate  patriotism  of  Presi- 
dent Lerdo  de  Tejada,  nor  that  of  the  worthy  Mexicans  who  accompany  him  in  a  for- 
eign country,  because  his  name  alone  is  a  guarantee  of  his  sacrifices  and  of  his  loyalty 
to  our  beloved  country. 

We  think,  and  have  well-founded  hopes,  that  this  conflict  will  terminate  in  a  manner 
worthy  of  and  honorable  to  two  civilized  nations ;  but  if  fate  should  reserve  new  trials 
for  the  national  patriotism,  our  resolution  will  not  be  delayed.  We  would  not  be  Diaz 
men ;  we  would  be  Mexicans ;  and  it  would  be  sufficient  to  see  a  Mexican  raise  the 
national  banner  in  front  of  the  foreigner  for  us  to  rally  around  him  in  unlow  ^\W\.  ^i^^. 
those  who  form  the  Lerdist  party.  In  the  presence  ot  dang,<^t  \Xi  Wkfe  o.^wxiX*^'^  ^^^wsX^ 
recognize  no  iDBigaia  but  that  of  Mexico. 
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[Inolosoie  3.— From  the  Pi^mo  Yerde— ConaenratiTe  or  CaihoUc.] 

THE  NATIONAL  PARTY. 

The  Mexican  preas,  withont  distinctioD  of  party  symjiathies,  presents  to-day  a  spec- 
tacle at  once  grand,  imposing,  worthy  in  every  way  of  praise,  consideration,  and  respect. 
The  question  now  refers  to  the  integrity  of  the  Mexican  territory,  respect  to  its  flag, 
which  the  Government  of  the  American  union,  possessed  of  a  pride  unworthy  of  a  me 
people,  who  profess  the  greatest  respect  for  the  treaties  of  amity  and  good  fellowship 
between  the  two  sister  nations,  so  cowardly  pretends  to  degrade. 

A  unanimous  sentiment  of  indignation  and  lofty  pride  is  to-day  reflected  by  the  whole 
of  Mexican  society  on  learning  the  text  of  the  orders  communicated  by  President  Hayes 
to  General  Ord,  military  commander  of  the  line  of  the  Rio  Grande. 

Can  a  friendly  republic  which  calls  that  of  Mexico  sister,  at  any  time  within  the 
limits  of  international  law,  give  in  an  official  document  permission  for  the  violation  of 
treaties,  for  the  trampling  upon  of  international  rights t 

None  but  the  American  Government,  the  government  of  that  country  of  insatiable 
tradesmen  wbose  motto  is  **  time  is  money ,'^could  claim  the  right  of  force  in  order  to 
legitimatize  the  force  of  right.  Said  goveniment  believing  itself  the  arbitrator  of  the 
destinies  of  the  world,  because  the  particular  qualities  ot  the  soil  have  caused  it  to 
flourish  in  a  region  where  it  has  never  had  a  barrier,  abusing  its  apparently  exhaust- 
less  resources  like  the  autocrat  of  the  Bussias,  launches  its  insult  at  an  independent 
and  free  nation  because  it  considers  It  too  weak  to  oppose  its  annexation  intentions. 

Is  the  government  of  the  American  people  unaware  that  Mexico  is  the  country  that 
gave  birth  to  the  man  who  said  "  I  may  break,  but  never  bend  "  t  Are  the  people  of 
the  American  Union  ignorant  of  the  fact  that,  in  casting  the  ganntlet  to  the  Kepnblic 
of  Mexico,  they  cast  it  to  Latin  America,  and  that  at  the  proper  time  this  republic  will 
have  on  her  side  all  the  nations  of  the  Old  Continent  of  ner  tongue  and  racef 

Mr.  Hayes,  the  President  by  bribery,  does  not  know  that  General  Diaz  had,  at  his 
orders,  in  the  month  of  last  November,  sixty  thousand  men  with  which  to  overthrow 
President  Lerdo  de  Te^ada.  How  many  could  he  collect  to  fight  the  foreigner  as  soon 
as  the  American  invasion  is  a  fact  f  At  that  time  it  was  a  civil  war;  all  were  Mexi- 
cans ;  public  opinion  was  divided ;  but  to-day  things  are  different ;  the  national  honor, 
the  integrity  of  the  territory,  the  pride  of  race  are  affected,  and  each  Mexican  will  be 
a  soldier  who  will  march  to  dsfena  his  home,  his  wife,  his  children.  There  is  no  sacri- 
fice that  will  not  be  made,  and  the  whole  nation  will  go  forth  to  the  combat  firm,  com- 
pact, united  as  one  man.  Mexico  has  no  navy ;  Mexico  is  divided ;  Mexico  is  poor  and 
worn  out ;  she  is  not  prepared  for  war,  can  be  alleged  by  the  American  Government, 
but  we  can  reply,  reverting  to  history,  **  That  what  Mexico  never  was  prepared  for 
is  peace.'' 

It  is  true  that  Mexico  has  no  navy,  but  friendly  nations  of  her  blood,  race,  and  lan- 
guage have.  Mexico  is  poor ;  her  treasury  is  exhausted,  it  is  true,  but  it  is  also  true 
that  the  Mexican  is  frugal,  enduring,  and,  in  order  to  fight,  only  needs  what  he  has  in 
great  abundance — heart  and  fearlessness.  Mexico  cannot  present  great  masses  of  men. 
This  we  confess ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  she  can  present  innumerable  guerrillas  that 
will  weaken  and  fatigue  the  invading  army,  however  nnraerons  it  may  be,  causing  it 
infinite  losses.  Lastly,  Mexico  has  at  her  head  General  Porfirio  Diaz,  and  he,  animated  by 
the  purest  sentiment  of  patriotism,  can  dispose  at  his  will  of  the  whole  nation,  inordeV 
to  wash  away  the  stain  that  may  be  made  by  the  American  people.  This  we  have 
seen  in  his  order  to  the  general  of  the  division  of  the  Bravo  (Rio  Grande),  "  Repel  by 
force  the  insult  it  is  sought  to  inflict  on  Mexico  by  invading  her  territory."  In  these 
brief  words  the  worthy  general-president  has  condensed  the  aspirations  of  the  Mexican 
people,  comprehending,  as  he  does,  the  elevated  mission  confided  to  him. 

It  only  remains  for  us  to  revert  to  the  title  of  this  article :  Mexico,  divided,  torn, 
attenuated  by  civil  strife,  offers  herself  to-day  to  General  Diaz  united,  compact,  strong, 
patriotic,  determined  to  sustain  her  rights,  opposing  the  unworthy  intentions  of  the 
Government  of  the  American  Union.  General  Diaz  has  it  in  his  power  to  raise,  create, 
unify  the  national  party,  essentially  Mexican,  employing  the  powerful  elements  of 
which  it  is  composed  to  give  a  severe  lesson  to  the  nation  which  in  its  satanic  pride 
desires  to  make  itself  lord  and  roaster  of  the  whole  of  America.  Let  General  Diaz 
accept  the  patriotic  sentiment  of  the  Mexican  people,  who  are  noble  in  their  pride  and 
worthy  in  their  misfortune.  Let  him  endeavor  to  strengthen  relations  with  all  the 
nations  of  his  race  and  tongue  whose  sympathies  have  been  demonstrated  for  him  on 
more  than  one  occasion,  with  the  a^urance  that  his  grateful  country  will  erect  altars 
to  him  in  the  hearts  of  its  sons. 

The  present  situation  is  one  of  national  honor,  and  worthily  have  the  Mexican  people 
responded.  In  the  presence  of  the  common  enemy  all  are  brothers ;  the  same  senti- 
ment impels  all — the  defense  of  the  flag,  the  integrity  of  the  country.  The  purest 
sentiments  animate  to-day  Mexican  society,  which  is  impatient  to  see  what  turn  will 
be  taken  by  the  difficult  and  delicate  question  provoked  by  the  American  Government ; 
but  this  does  not  prevent  General  Diaz  from  having  left  to  him  all  the  liberty  of  action 
required  in  such  a  serious  case,  all  feeling  sure  that  the  national  honor  confided  to  his 
burning  patriotism  will  emerge  unscathed  from  the  present  conflict. 
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(InoloBure  4.— From  the  HoniUr  Bepablioano— Independent,  Opposition.] 

THE  AMERICAN  INYABIOK. 

Public  attention  has  been  very  mnoh  excited  by  the  news  of  the  projected  American 
invasion  brought  by  the  last  packets. 

After  onr  civil  wars,  after  *oar  social  decay,  after  all  onr  political  misfortunes,  we 
have  before  ns,  we  have  over  our  beads,  the  formidable  threat  of  a  nation  that  not 
without  reason  has  been  called  the  American  colossus. 

The  press  of  the  United  States  is  at  this  moment  discussing  the  propriety  or  impro- 
priety of  the  policy  President  Hayes  is  pursuing  with  respect  to  a  country  weak,  but 
jealous  of  its  independence.  The  Mexican  press  will  unanimously  repel  the  unjust  ag- 
^pression  which,  with  a  political  view,  is  falling  over  our  country. 

Every  evil,  every  misfortune,  appears  to  have  been  let  loose  against  us ;  this  is  the 
moment  to  resort  to  that  hol^  passion  called  patriotism,  to  avoid  the  catastrophe. 
Poor  Mexico !  It  was  not  sufficient  for  you  to  see  your  fields  laid  waste  and  vour  sons 
decimated  by  civil  strife ;  it  was  necessary  that  a  nation  that  called  itself  a  friend 
should  select  the  most  painful  crisis  in  order  to  discharge  on  you  the  weight  of  its 
strength. 

We  are  very  fearful  that  the  negotiations  that  are  to  be  commenced  with  the  Amer- 
ican generals  and  the  government  of  that  country  will  not  have  a  happ^  result.  It 
is  the  general  opinion  that  President  Hayes  needis  to  withdraw  the  public  attention 
from  the  irregularities  of  his  election,  and  to  provoke  a  war  that  wul  permit  him  to 
maintain  an  army  sufficiently  respectable  to  meet  every  emergency. 

The  newspapers  that  support  onr  cause  inform  us  that  even  the  superstition  of  the 
people  has  been  worked  on  by  making  them  believe  that  a  locust  having  its  win^  in 
the  form  of  a  '*  w "  proclaims  or  foretells  war.  The  giant  has,  then,  allowed  the  idea 
to  flit  across  bis  brain  of  annihilating  us  under  his  powerful  band;  and  if  he  has  not 
already  done  it,  it  perhaps  is  because  the  nineteenth  century  is  destroying  the  doctrines 
of  the  right  of  conquest,  and  because  they  who  attempt  to  destroy  the  nationality  of 
a  people  are  condemned  at  the  bar  of  civilization. 

We  have  wasted  our  political  and  social  vitality ;  we  have  been  destroying  and  an- 
nihilating ourselves,  while  our  powerful  neighbor  has  gone  on  prosperinij;  under  the 
development  of  its  Just  and  liberal  institutions,  and  the  hour  of  peril  has  come,  find- 
ing us  more  than  ever  exhausted  of  blood,  and  with  only  the  vigor  inspired  in  every 
Mexican  by  the  love  of  his  country,  his  nationality. 

This  is  not  the  time  for  rancor  and  political  odium ;  we  should  rally  under  our  flag, 
and  give  each  other  a  brotherly  embrace.  General  Diaz  has  already  answered  the  first 
menace  of  the  neighboring  nation,  and  in  truth  the  note  of  our  minister  of  war  is  dig- 
nified, energetic,  and  forms  a  strong  contrast  with  the  order  in  which  General  McCrary 
orders  the  invasion  of  onr  territory  \f  ciroumstanoes  make  it  necessary,  **  You  will  repel 
force  by  force  in  case  the  invasion  takes  place,''  is  the  order  given  to  General  Trevifio, 
as  it  is,  indeed,  the  duty  of  the  Mexicans ;  in  complying  with  it,  it  may  be  that  they 
will  not  be  triumphant,  but  they  will  have  the  satisfaction  of  sustaining  the  dignity 
of  the  country. 

General  Diaz,  in  his  notable  communication  to  the  chief  of  the  division  of  the  frontier, 
exhausts  all  the  means  of  conciliation.  He  seeks  an  agreement  as  far  as  he  can  with- 
out sacrificing  honor.  He  endeavors  to  remove  the  pretext  in  whose  name  this  war  is 
presented,  and  lastly,  accepts  the  extreme  situation,  repelling  by  force  of  arms,  if  it 
should  become  necessary,  the  unjustifiable  aggression  wnich,  not  the  whole  American 
people,  but  a  party  predominant  there,  wishes  to  impose  upon  us.  General  Diaz  has 
then  complied  with  his  duty.  We  who  have  not  hesitated  to  attack  his  conduct  when 
he  has  deviated  from  the  law,  take  great  pleasure  in  confessing  that  his  first  step  in 
this  very  delicate  question  in  worthy,  and  it  is  at  the  same  time  prudent. 

The  world  which  has  again  to  turn  its  attention  to  a  drama  which  is  preparing  be- 
tween a  powerful  and  a  feeble  nation — the  world  will  see  that  the  Mexican  nation  ac- 
cepts the  challenge  without  insolence,  without  arrogance,  resigned  to  what  may  come, 
with  a  consciousness  of  its  right  and  with  faith  in  its  good  cause.  If  the  North  abusing 
its  strength;  if  forgetting  the  treaties  in  force;  if  unmindful  of  the  rules  to  which 
civilized  nations  are  subjected  by  international  law,  should  invade  oar  territory,  then 
Mexico  will  have  to  comply  witli  the  duty  of  dignity  by  opposing  force  to  force,  not 
permitting  the  violation  oi  its  rights  before  having  fought — seeking  more  than  victory, 
the  satisfaction  of  its  own  decorum. 

The  peril  is  here,  but  in  order  to  avert  it  warlike  preparations  are  not  sufficient ; 
what  is  needed  above  all  things  is  union  among  Mexicans.  The  last  American  inva- 
sion surprised  us  in  the  midst  of  civil  discord.  We  should  now  avoid  that  scandal, 
which  will  not  only  debilitate  us,  but  make  our  beautiful,  our  holy  cause  less  sympa- 
thetic to  the  world. 

Exactly  at  this  moment,  discord  among  the  Mexicans  is  more  than  ever  a  fact.  The 
Diaz  party  is  completely  divided;  the  Lerdist  party  does  not  abandon  its  intentions ; 
4;he  conservatives  raise  the  bauuer  of  political  hate ;  but  we  more  than  hope,  we  are 


248  APPENDIX   B. 

certain  the  voice  of  patriotism  will  draw  us  together,  forgetting  everything  in  the 
presence  of  the  wonnded  national  dignity. 

The  government  of  General  Diaz  has  now  npon  it  the  most  terrible  responsibility.  It 
should  more  than  ever  be  circnmspect  in  internal  affairs  and  external  questions ;  it 
should  more  than  ever  endeavor  to  secure  the  union  of  the  Mexicans,  and  this  union, 
let  us  not  forget,  can  only  be  secured  by  respect  to  the  law. 


flnclosnre  5.— From  the  Two  Bepablics—American.l 
THE  ORDER  OF  GENERAL  ORD. 

Understanding  the  friendly  feelings  of  the  American  Government  toward  Mexico,  we 
have  viewed  the  order  recently  given  to  the  American  commander  on  the  Rio  Grande 
frontier  in  a  very  different  light  from  the  construction  given  to  it  by  the  press  of  this 
capital.  Our  colleagues  evidently  do  not  understand  the  spirit,  object,  or  meaning  in 
which  it  was  p^ven.  Upon  critical  examination  they  will  see  that  it  is  not  positive  or 
definite,  but  is  provisional,  guarded  with  many  precautions  and  conditions.  Greneral 
Ord  is  instructea,  first,  to  confer  with  the  Mexican  authorities  as  to  the  best  manner  to 
proceed  in  suppressing  the  raids  upon  American  citizens  and  their  property ;  secondly, 
to  invite  said  authorities  to  co-operate  in  the  effort  to  put  an  end  to  these  depredations ; 
and,  lastly,  if  the  Mexican  authorities  fail  to  counsel  and  co-operate  with  him,  and 
when  the  raiders  are  in  the  act  of  carrying  off  the  property  of  American  citizens,  and 
being  pursued  by  United  States  troops  cross  over  into  Mexico,  the  latter  are  ordered 
to  pursue  the  robbers  ;  not  to  commit  a  military  invasion,  to  menace  or  disturb  peace- 
ful Mexican  citizens,  but  to  apprehend  public  robbers  and  recover  stolen  property. 
The  latter  alternative  may  never  be  resorted  to,  and  this  is  highly  probable  if  the  Mexi- 
can authorities  will,  as  we  feel  assured  they  will,  counsel  and  co-operate  with  the 
American  commander. 

The  course  of  the  American  Government  has  been  prompted  by  the  highest  duty 
which  it  owes  to  its  citizens  after  many  years  of  forbearance,  and  has  been  directed 
in  a  spirit  of  delicacy  and  good-will  toward  Mexico. 


[Inclosure  6.— From  the  Siglo  XIX— Independent] 
DUTIES  TO  THE  COUNTRY. 

If  the  orders  ^piven  to  General  Ord  by  the  government  at  Washington  with  respect 
to  Mexico  are  highly  serious,  they  have  at  least  served  to  demonstrate  that  the  sacred 
fire  of  patriotism  remains  intact  in  the  valiant  hearts  of  the  sons  of  the  country. 

It  is  not  an  immediate  war  that  threatens  us.  We  have  not  yet  entered  the  period 
of  a  real  conflict ;  it  is  not  right  for  us  to  cast  off  the  hope  that  the  difficulties  that 
have  arisen  between  the  tVo  republics  may  reach  a  peaceable,  proper,  and  even  cordial 
solution.  The  way  of  pacific  and  dignified  negotiations  is  still  open,  and  nevertheless 
manifestations  in  favor  of  our  nationality  and  our  independence  are  reproduced  on  all 
sides,  and  reveal  noble  and  loyal  sentiments. 

Civil  war  has  consumed  us ;  society  is  continually  in  a  bad  condition ;  we  live  in 
constant  revolution ;  brother  has  forgotten  brother ;  friend  has  forgotten  friend ;  the 
father  the  son  ;  the  son  the  father ;  the  family  is  divided ;  the  law  is  shipwrecked ; 
justice  hides  her  face.  But  in  the  midst  of  this  painful  confusion  a  voice  is  heard 
that  says,  ''The  country  is  in  danger,"  and  immediately  is  perceived  a  general  move- 
ment that  seeks  one  common  center  of  salvation,  and  that  marks  the  line  toward 
which  all  lines  are  uniformed. 

Blessed  virtue,  that  of  patriotism,  which  commences  by  suppressing  fratricidal  strug- 
gles, and  ends  by  erecting  altars  to  the  glory  which  results  from  the  sacrifice  of  the 
individual  for  the  good  of  a  whole  people !  The  man  is  nothing,  the  corporation  is 
nothing,  the  party  is  nothing,  compared  with  the  country.  The  country  is  every- 
thing. In  the  presence  of  its  interests,  which  consist  in  the  preservation  of  its  exist- 
ence, in  the  splendor  of  its  honor,  in  the  maintenance  of  its  sovereignty,  all,  all  other 
interests,  are  small.  The  love  of  country,  that  is,  perfect  abnegation,  the  exercise  of 
a  virtue  which  by  its  nature  is  attractive  to  others,  the  instinct  of  individual  and  pub- 
lic liberty — the  purpose  of  defending  it  exists,  and  exists  full  of  vigor  among  the  Mex- 
ican people. 

It  is  scarcely  announced  that  their  nationality  may  be  attacked,  and  they  renew  their 
determination  to  sustain  all  and  each  one  of  the  rights  acquired  at  the  cost  of  their 
heroic  blood. 
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The  people  then  comprehend  their  dnties,  becanse  it  is  a  daty,  and  a  very  sacred  one, 
to  rally  without  hesitation  or  condition  of  any  kind  to  the  caU  of  the  conn  try,  when- 
ever danger  is  apprehended  as  near  or  remote.  The  people  know  well  their  obliga- 
tions ;  this  is  spoken  by  their  words  and  their  acts. 

Under  sach  circumstances  the  questions  of  interior  policy  are  thrown  aside,  but  not 
so  with  the  duties  of  the  government  that  directs  the  destinies  of  the  country.  These 
duties  never  cease  to  be  correlative.  The  citizen  should  abandon  every  question  that 
he  ma^  have  initiated  with  the  ruler,  and  the  ruler  should  observed  conduct  foreign  to- 
anything  like  party  spirit.  To  save  the  country  is  the  common  object,  and  this  could 
not  be  done  if  those  who  command  and  those  who  obey  should  not  have  the  same  con- 
victions and  the  same  desires. 

By  the  salvation  of  the  country,  we  understand  not  only  that  which  is  obtained  by 
the  use  of  arms,  but  also  the  good  results  of  international  negotiations.  In  these  ne- 
gotiations there  are  generally  secret  points,  and  others  that  do  not  demand  any  secrecy 
whatever,  at  least  in  those  nations  where  liberty  of  the  press  exists  as  an  established 
fact. 

To  complete  our  idea,  we  must  add  that  the  present  government  of  the  republic  has 
had  presented  to  it  a  new  and  brilliant  opportunity  to  unite  all  political  parties  under 
one  banner — the  national  banner. 

Let  it  unfurl  it  with  faith,  and  it  will  have  the  glory  of  having  secured  the  rights 
of  Mexico  abroad  and  extinguished  interior  odium,  opening  the  road  to  the  solid  prog- 
ress and  the  prosperity  of  Mexico.  ^^ 

This  business  has  to  advance  by  degrees,  no  matter  what  aspect  if  may  take.  The 
Mexican  Government  has  resolved  that  an  envoy  shall  go  to  Washington,  of  whose 
character  we  are  ignorant,  but  it  is  probable  that  his  will  be  an  extraordinary  mis- 
sion. In  conformity  with  a  general  principle  of  the  rights  of  men  that  government 
should  receive  him,  and  perhaps  thence  will  be  brought  about  friendly  explanations,, 
and  the  affair  be  satisfactorily  arranged.  We  will  suppose  that  the  envoy  should  not 
be  received,  that  the  order  to  Greneral  Ord  should  not  be  modified,  and  the  case  fore- 
seen in  article  21  of  the  treaty  of  February  2,  184ti,  between  Mexico  and  the  United 
States  should  unfortunately  arise  as  there  stated.  Even  then  it  is  possible  to  appeal 
to  arbitration  if  the  treaty  is  to  be  respected.  The  question  came  up  once  before,  in 
the  same  manner  as  at  present.  At  that  time  it  was  suppressed,  although  not  ar> 
ranged.  To-day  something  similar  may  take  place,  although  the  fact  that  our  govern- 
ment is  not  recognized  by  that  of  the  United  States  increases  the  difficulties. 

Be  this  as  it  may,  the  press  should  aid  the  government  by  its  action  without  going 
beyond  the  phases  that  the  negotiations  successively  present ;  supporting  its  determi- 
nations when  it  considers  them  wise,  and  indicating  with  the  moderation  and  delicacy 
which  the  circumstances  demand  the  errors  which,  in  its  opinion,  are  committed  by 
the  public  powers.  Patriotism  and  good  counsel,  far  from  destroying  each  other, 
fraternize  perfectly. 

Finally,  the  government,  in  dealing  with  this  serious  question,  has  at  its  disposal 
powerful  and  favorable  elements.  Its  responsibility  is  enormous,  because  if  it  despisea 
or  loses  them,  it  may  lose  with  them  the  liberty,  independence,  and  sovereignty  of  the 
Mexican  republic.    The  nation  hopes ;  may  a  happy  issue  crown  that  hope. 


[  [nclosuro  7,  from  the  Monitor  CoDstitational. — Diaz  adminLstratioD.] 
MEXICO  AND  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

We  think  it  is  proper  not  to  allow  what  is  transpiring  between  the  government  of 
the  neighboring  republic  and  our  country  to  pass  unnoticed,  as  also  the  ideas  that  have 
been  expressed  by  some  distinguished  persons  abroad  and  a  Lerdo  legality  paper  of 
this  capital. 

We  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  take  into  serious  consideration  the  determination  of 
the  North  American  Government  with  regard  to  the  invasion  of  our  frontiers,  because 
the  gravity  of  the  measure  makes  it  understood  that  the  American  Government  would 
have  to  meditate  a  great  deal  before  carrying  it  out,  the  Government  of  Mexico  not 
having  given  any  notice  that  would  Justify  to  the  world  and  to  history  the  aggression 
of  a  strong  and  powerful  nation  against  a  feeble  but  civilized  people. 

Physical  and  moral  strength  are  relative,  the  same  among  nations  as  among  men ; 
and  here  arises  our  confidence,  in  view  of  the  force  of  our  right  as  an  independent  and 
sovereign  nation. 

The  government  of  the  White  House  has  dictated  a  measure  that  deeply  affects  our 
sovereignty  and  international  rights;  this  is  beyond  the  need  of  investigation,  but  we 
repeat,  we  do  not  think,  we  cannot  think,  that  that  measure  will  be  carried  out,  with- 
out previous  and  long  consideration  on  the  part  of  the  government  at  Washington,, 
and  we  believe,  with  reason,  that  the  orders  to  General  Ord  will  be  withdrawn. 
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The  supreme  government  of  the  nation  has  proceeded  under  the  actual  ciroumstanoes 
with  the  temperance  and  moderation  which  were  to  be  expected,  and  there  is  rea- 
•on  to  hope  for  a  happ^  issue;  but  if  on  account  of  any  emergency  the  desired  termi- 
nation of  the  negotiations  should  not  be  reached,  the  tned  patriotism  of  the  depositary 
of  the  supreme  power  of  the  republic  will  be  the  best  guarantee  that  the  honor  of 
Mexico  will  be  saved. 

In  the  meanwhile  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Mexican  press,  while  discussing  this  serious 
question,  to  act  with  the  prudence  which  it  knows  how,  and  the  temperance  which 
tne  case  requires. 


Mr,  Fatter  io  Mr.  Evaria. 
[H.  Ex.  Doc.  13,  45th  Cong.  1st  sess.,  p.  28.] 

# 

Ifo.  560.]  Leoatiox  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  June  28, 1877. 

Sir  :  In  my  No.  562  I  transmitted  a  copy  of  the  order  of  the  Mexican  minister  of 
war,  in  which  the  Government  of  the  United  States  is  arraigned  for  violating  its  treat- 
ies with  Mexico,  the  rules  of  international  law,  and  even  the  practice  of  civilised  na- 
tions, and  for  seeking  to  insult  Mexico.  This  order  being  at  once  published  in  this 
city,  has  excited  a  deep  feeling  of  hostility  toward  the  United  States,  and  especially 
toward  the  President  and  his  Cabinet,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  artidea  from  the  Mexican 
newspapers  inclosed  in  my  No.  554. 

The  universal  impression  created  with  the  Mexican  public  has«been,  that  the  order 
to  General  Ord  in  reference  to  the  Rio  Grande  frontier  was  utterly  without  cause  or 
provocation ;  that  it  was  inspired  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  and  his  Cabi- 
net, partly  for  political  considerations,  in  order  to  maintain  party  ascendency  at  home, 
and  partly  inspired  by  filibusters  and  speculators,  combined  with  the  machinations  of 
Ex-rresident  Lerdo ;  and  that  the  object  of  the  order  to  General  Ord  was  to  drive  Mex- 
ico into  a  war,  whereby  the  United  Stains,  taking  advantage  of  the  weakness  and  in- 
ternal dissensions  of  this  nation,  could  annex  to  its  territory  the  northern  Mexican 
States,  and  possibly  establish  a  protectorate  over  the  whole  country.  As  already  stated, 
I  have  protested  to  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  against  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the 
order  of  the  minister  of  war,  and  deplored  the  unjust  and  unfounded  prejudice  and 
hostility  which  had  been  created  in  Mexico  against  the  Government  of  the  United 
^States. 

In  view  of  my  protest,  I  was  astounded  to  read  on  the  22d  instant  in  the  Diario 
Oficial,  the  official  journal  published  by  the  government  under  the  direction  of  the 
ministry,  the  editorial  statement  that  **  private  advices  received  from  New  York  and 
Washington  iuform  us  that  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  the  Ex-President  of 
Mexico  had  commenced  active  labors  in  the  neighboring  republic  to  prevent  a  renewal 
of  diplomatic  relations  between  that  government  and  our  own ;  that  they  (the  two 
persons  referred  to)  *  *  *  have  succeeded  in  interesting  in  their  undertaking  a 
^oup  of  adventurers  and  speculators ;  and  that  these  combined  labors  have  resulted 
in  the  American  War  Department  •  *  *  making  a  hostile  manifestation  toward 
the  Mexican  Republic,  in  the  order  communicated  to  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 
Army.''  Then  follow  references  to  Ex-President  Lerdo's  conduct,  to  which  the  Diario 
says  it  will  devote  farther  attention  and  correct  any  errors  of  its  correspondents.  I 
inclose  a  complete  translation  of  the  Diario  article,  which  was  at  once  reproduced  in 
all  the  newspapers  of  the  capital. 

On  the  following  day  I  called  at  the  foreign  office  and  expressed  to  Mr.  Yallarta  my 
surpriHC  and  deep  regret  to  see  in  the  officialjonrual  a  statement  that  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  nad  lieen  induced  by  the  persous  named,  through  sinister  motives, 
and  bv  a  group  of  adventurers  and  speculators,  to  issue  the  order  to  General  Ord.  I 
said  that  I  had  in  a  previous  interview  verbally  protested  against  the  unwarranted 
<}har|^es  of  the  minister 'of  war;  and  now,  in  view  of  the  ^ross  insult  offered  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States  and  his  Cabinet,  by  the  official  journal  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  in  view  of  the  misinterpretation  of  the  order  to  General  Ord,  and  of  the 
misrepresentation  of  the  position  oi  the  United  States  on  the  frontier  question  by  both 
the  Mexican  Government  and  press,  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  make  a  concise  and  exact 
statement  of  the  true  position  of  my  government,  and  to  ask  that  it  be  published  with- 
out unnecessary  delay  in  the  official  journal,  whose  colnmns  had  just  been  used  to 
insult  and  misrepresent  that  government.  I  accordingly  handed  to  Mr.  Yallarta  a 
memorandum  for  publication,  of  which  I  insert  a  copy  below. 

Mr.  Yallarta  replied  that  he  had  not  read  the  article  in  the  Diario  Oficial  to  which 
I  i-cferred,  but  he  was  not  aware  that  any  such  information  as  that  stated  had  been 
(received  by  the  government.    He  said  that  he  woald  examine  the  article  and  my  mem- 
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orandam,  and  if  the  goTerDment  found  no  serions  inoonvenience  in  the  pablloation  of 
the  latter  my  request  would  be  complied  with. 
My  memorandum  left  with  the  minister  is  as  follows : 

Memorandum  of  points  noticed  by  the  rninister  of  the  United  States  in  a  conference  at  the 

Mexican  foreign  office, 

I.  The  ineiruction  given  to  General  Ord  is  not  the  announcement  of  a  new  measure  on  the 
Dart  of  Uie  Government  of  the  United  States, 

Mr.  Nelson,  on  the  4th  of  January,  1871,  applied  to  the  executive  for  permission  for 
the  United  States  troops  to  cross  the  frontier,  and  April  12, 1871,  he  renewed  the  appli- 
cation, suggesting  that  the  Mexican  Congress  be  solicited  to  grant  said  permission,  ooth 
of  which  applications  were  declined. 

The  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  Fish,  on  the  30th  of  April,  1875,  sub- 
mitted to  Mr.  Marlscal,  for  the  consideration  of  his  government,  a  reciprocal  proposi- 
tion, to  allow  the  troops  of  either  government  to  cross  the  frontier  of  one  or  the  other 
nation  in  oloee  pursuit  of  raiders  and  outlaws,  and  capture  them,  stating  to  Mr.  Mariscal 
at  the  same  time  that  the  public  mind,  not  only  in  Texas,  but  throughout  the  United 
States,  was  such  that  the  outrages  committed  from  Mexican  territory  in  Texas  could 
no  loneer  be  tolerated.    This  was  not  accepted  by  the  Mexican  Qovemment. 

On  the  26th  of  June,  1875,  the  undersigned  renewed  the  request  made  by  Mr.  Nelson, 
and  the  minister  of  foreign  afiairs  (Mr.  Lafragua)  replied  that  the  executive  had  no 
authority  to  grant  it,  and  that  it  would  not  be  prudent  to  ask  the  consent  of  Congress. 
On  the  6th  ofJuly,  1875,  the  raids  from  Mexico  continuing,  the  undersigned  informed 
the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  that  unless  the  depredations  ceased  such  a  measure  as 
that  announced  in  the  instruction  to  Qeneral  Ord  might  be  anticipated;  adding,  in  the 
same  connection,  referring  to  the  raids  from  Mexico,  that  protection  to  the  citizens  of 
Texas  must  be  afforded ;  if  not  given  by  the  Mexican  Government,  it  would  come  from 
the  United  States.    (United  States  Diplomatic  Correspondence  of  1875.) 

On  the  23d  of  April  of  the  present  year,  in  an  interview  had  with  Minister  Vallarta, 
in  reporting  to  him  the  murder  of  seventeen  American  citizens  in  Texas  in  the  previous 
few  months  by  Indians  from  Mexico,  the  undersigned  informed  him  that  the  recom- 
mendation of  Colonel  Shaf ter,  that  the  only  way  to  put  a  stop  to  the  raids  was  to  follow 
up  the  delinquents  into  Mexico  and  attack  them  in  their  lairs,  would  have  to  be  taken 
into  serious  consideration  by  the  Oovemment  of  the  Unitea  States,  if  the  Mexican 
authorities  are  unable  or  unwilling  to  check  the  depredations. 

II.  The  depredations  of  the  past  four  years  have  not  been  common  to  both  sides  of  the  frontier. 

Under  date  of  the  20th  of  May,  1875,  the  Secretary  of  State,  Mr.  Fish,  stated  that  it 
was  frivolous  to  seek  to  justify  the  hostile  incursions  into  American  territory  on  the 

ground  of  retaliation  for  similar  excursions  from  the  American  side.  He  adds :  **  There 
ave  been  none  such,  and  proof  of  the  contnuy  is  challenged.'^  On  the  26th  of  June, 
1875,  the  undersigned,  by  instruction  from  his  government,  gave  to  the  Mexican  min- 
ister of  foreign  affairs  the  above  declaration  contained  in  Mr.  Fish's  dispatch,  and  chal- 
lenged him  to  furnish  proof  to  the  contrary.  The  minister  promlBcd  to  examine  the 
data  in  his  department  and  ask  information  of  the  governors  of  Tamaulipas  and  Coa- 
Luila,  and  to  furnish  the  legation  with  the  result  of  his  investigation.  Not  a  single 
fact  or  instance  has  as  yet  been  furnished. 

The  investigations  of  the  Mexican  border  commission  relate  to  events  which  occurred 
previous  to  1873. 

III.  Mexico  has  taken  no  adequate  or  vigorous  measure  to  prevent  the  depredations  or  punish 
the  outlaws. 

The  undersigned  has  repeatedly  called  the  attention  of  the  Mexican  Gbvemment  to 
the  long  list  of  depredations  and  outrages  which  have  been  indicted  upon  the  people 
of  Texas  by  raiding  bands  from  Mexico,  as  the  records  of  the  Mexican  foreign  office 
show,  and  he  has  urged  that  an  adequate  federal  force,  under  an  able  and  prudent 
general  of  high  rank,  be  sent  to  the  frontier,  to  co-operate  with  the  American  troops 
in  the  suppression  of  the  raids.  These  matters  he  frequently  pressed  upon  the  past 
administration ;  and  immediately  upon  the  accession  of  Mr.  Vallarta  to  the  depart- 
ment of  foreign  affairs,  in  December  last,  his  attention  was  called  to  the  condition  of 
affairs  on  the  frontier,  urging  early  measures  for  its  peace  and  order,  assuring  him  that 
it  was  essential  to  the  maintenance  of  cordial  relations  between  the  two  countries,  and 
renewing  tlie  suggestion  that  a  federal  force,  under  an  experienced  officer  of  high  rank, 
be  at  once  dispatched  to  the  Rio  Grande.  Although  this  subject  has  been  frequently 
brought  to  the  attention  of  the  minister  in  the  past  six  months,- up  to  the  date  of  the 
receipt  of  the  recent  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War  of  the  United  States,  absolutely 
nothing  has  been  done  to  repress  the  raids  or  to  co-ofterate  with  the  American  troops,  so 
far  as  this  legation  has  received  information. 
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NotwithstandiDf^  the  long  lists  of  these  ontrag«?8,  which  the  undersi^ied  has  brought 
to  the  attention  of  the  Mexican  Government  in  the  past  fonr  years,  which  iuclnde  inur« 
ders,  arsons,  plundering  of  government  post-offices  and  cnstom-honses.  robl>erie8,  aud 
other  outlawry,  not  a  single  punishment  has  resulted  on  the  part  of  the  Mexican  au- 
thorities. 

rV.  Mexico  hajf  frequently  acknowledged  its  inability  to  dischnrge  its  duty  in  regard  to  th^ 
preservation  of  peace  on  the  Bio  Grande  frontier  ^  giring  as  a  reason  its  internal  dissensions. 

For  eighteen  months  preceding  the  fall  of  the  past  administratiop,  in  reply  to  the 
remonstrances  of  the  undersigned,  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  pleaded,  as  an  apology 
for  the  inefficiency  and  neglect  of  his  government  in  repressing  raids  into  the  United 
States,  that  the  whole  force  of  the  army  was  required  elsewhere  to  i^esist  the  revolution 
of  General  Diaz.    (See  United  States  Diplomatic  Correspondence,  1875.) 

The  reason  given  at  various  times  to  the  undersigned  by  the  present  government, 
for  its  postponement  of  attention  to  the  subject  and  the  disposition  of  a  federal  force 
and  prominent  officer  to  preserve  the  peace  on  the  Rio  Grande  aud  co-operate  with  the 
American  troops  in  preventing  raids,  has  been  the  disturbed  state  of  the  affairs  of  this 
republic  consequent  on  the  revolution  and  the  necessity  of  first  establishing  its  internal 
government. 

If  one  of  the  rival  claimants  to  the  Presidency  succeeds  in  establishing  a  foot-hold 
on  Mexican  territory  and  in  organizing  a  counter-revolution,  will  not  necessity  again 
compel  the  government  to  devote  all  its  energy  and  power  to  the  suppression  of  the 
new  revolution,  and  abandon  the  Mexican  side  of  the  Rio  Grande  to  the  raiders  and 
outlaws? 

V.  The  instntctions  to  Qeneral  Ord  are  misinterprets  by  the  Mexican  government. 

They  are  not  an  unconditional  order  to  cross  the  frontier  into  Mexican  territory. 
General  Ord  is  first  instructed  to  do  what  the  undersigned  has  been  engaged  in  doing 
without  effect  for  three  years  past,  to  call  upon  the  Mexican  authorities  to  co-operate 
for  the  suppression  of  the  raids  of  armed  and  organized  bodies  of  thieves  and  robbers. 
He  is  to  give  the  authorities  notice  that  the  depredations  upon  the  citizens  of  Texas 
can  no  longer  be  endured,  and  that  if  the  government  of  Mexico  shall  continue  to  neg- 
lect its  duty  in  suppressing  this  lawlessness,  that  duty  will  devolve  upon  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States.  It  is  only  after  invitation  to  co-operate,  and  after  Mexico 
has  declined  and  continues  to  ueglect  its  duty,  that  General  Ord  is  granted  discretion 
to  follow  the  outlaws  acroes  the  border  when  in  hot  pursuit. 

VI.  In  view  of  the  foregoing  facts,  the  declaration  of  the  Mexican  minijster  of  war  is  un- 
winranted,  wherein  it  is  officially  asserted  that  the  instructions  to  General  Ord  are  in  contra^ 
diction  with  treaties  between  Mexico  and  the  United  States,  with  the  rules  of  international  law- 
and  even  with  the  practice  of  civilized  nations. 

Such  charges  in  an  official  document  of  the  government  are  sufficiently  serious  to 
excite  apprehensions  for  the  maintenance  of  cordial  relations ;  but  the  undersigned 
has  been  profoundly  surprised,  and  has  deeply  regretted,  that  it  should  have  been 
thought  necessary  or  proper  to  assert,  in  an  important  public  order  issued  by  direction 
of  the  Chief  Executive,  that  in  giving  the  instructions  to  General  Ord  the  government 
of  the  United  States  was  seeking  to  insult  Mexico.  It  might  have  been  supposed  that 
in  the  haste  with  which  the  order  of  the  minister  of  war  may  have  been  written,  there 
was  no  premeditated  intent  to  so  grossly  question  the  motives  which  inffnenoed  the 
government  of  the  United  States;  but  the  intent  of  the  Executive  would  seem  to  be 
deliberate,  when,  three  days  after  the  publication  of  the  order,  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment has  inserted  in  its  official  journal  the  statement  that  the  order  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  through  the  Secretary  of  War,  was  brouebt  about  by  the  efforts  of  a 
private  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  Mr.  Lerdo,  through  sinister  motives  and  by  a 
group  of  adventurers  and  speculators. 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 

(Copy  left  at  the  Mexican  foreign  office  June  23,  1877.) 

In  leaving  the  memorandum  with  the  minister,  I  said  to  him  that  in  view  of  the 
order  of  the  minister  of  war,  of  the  publication  in  the  Diario  Oficial  of  the  21st  in- 
stant, and  of  the  manner  in  which  the  subject  had  been  discussed  in  the  Mexican  press, 
I  would  feel  compelled  to  leave  a  copy  of  the  memorandum  with  my  colleagues  of  the 
diplomatic  corps,  to  enable  them  to  furnish  their  respective  governments  with  a  cor- 
rect statement  of  the  position  occupied  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States;  which 
I  have  done. 

On  the  26th  instant  Mr.  Vallarta  called  on  me  at  the  legation,  handed  me  a  copy  of 
the  Diario  Oficial  of  the  25th,  containing  the  explanation  of  the  offensive  article  of 
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the  2Ut,  a  translat ion  of  which  explanation  I  inclose ;  and  he  informed  me  that  my 
request  for  the  publication  in  the  Diario  Oiicial  of  my  memorandum  had  been  consid- 
ered in  a  cabinet  meeting;  that  the  explanation  in  the  Diario  Oficial  of  the  25th  had 
been  ordered,  which,  it  was  supposed,  would  be  satisfactory  to  me;  that  the  cabinet 
deprecated  a  discnssion  of  the  question  in  the  press,  but  if  I  still  insisted  upon  the 

Eublioation  of  my  memorandum  it  would  be  made,  but  the  minister  said  it  woold 
ave  to  be  accompanied  by  a  reply  from  him. 

I  answered  Mr.  Yallarta  that  the  explanation  of  the  Diario  Ofi  *ial  of  the  25th  was 
only  partially  satisfactory,  as  it  was  disingenuous  in  seeking  to  base  its  first  article  upon 
the  statements  of  American  newspapers  as  well  as  the  private  information  of  the  gov- 
ernment, when  in  fact  the  first  article  only  alluded  to  the  latter ;  that  the  question  of 
doubt  as  suggested  in  the  first  article  was  not  so  much  as  to  the  alleged  evil  iufiuence 
which  had  controlled  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  but  rather  as  to  Mr.  Lerdo's 
complicity  therein ;  that  the  first  article  had  accomplished  the  desired  effect  in  being 
at  once  reproduced  in  all  the  Mexican  newspapers  with  bitter  comments  against  my 
government,  while  the  explanation  would  appear  in  very  few  of  them  (as  has  really 
been  the  case) ;  that  I  could  not  well  discriminate  between  the  editor  of  the  Diario 
and  the  government,  as  it  was  the  official  journal,  used  by  the  ministers  as  the  medium 
of  expressing  their  views  editorially,  and  the  editor  was  .an  officer  of  the  government, 
acting  under  the  direction  of  the  Executive;  that  the  controversy  could  not  be  intensi- 
fied by  the  publication  of  my  memorandum,  as  the  press  could  not  possibly  assail  the 
United  States  more  bitterly  than  it  had  already  done ;  that  a  correct  statement  of  the 
position  of  my  government  would  be  beneficial  to  both  countries,  and  that  I  did  not 
intend  to  make  rejoinder  to  any  reply  he  might  see  proper  to  make  to  the  memorandum. 

Mr.  Yallarta,  on  leaving,  staid  tnat  my  memorandum  wonld  appear  the  next  day  in 
the  Diario  Oficial,  with  his  reply. 

The  day  following  Mr.  Yallarta's  visit,  Mr.  Romero,  minister  of  the  treasury  (former 
minister  to  Washington),  called  upon' me  (yesterday),  and  said  that  the  President  was 
very  much  embarassed  by  my  request,  and  that  he  disliked  to  have  any  official  discus- 
sion in  the  press ;  that  the  cabinet  had  again  considered  the  subject,  and  had  instructed 
him  to  suggest  to  me  that,  in  order  to  avoid  an  official  character,  the  substance  of  my 
memorandum  be  published  in  the  Diario  Oficial  as  the  position  to  be  held  by  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  omitting  to  state  the  source  whence  it  came,  and  without 
any  reply  being  made  in  the  Diario. 

I  answered  Mr.  Romeroj  that  I  was  very  willing  to  yield  to  the  indication  of  the 
President ;  and  Mr.  Romero  stated  that  he  would  re-edit  the  memorandum,  and  would 
endeavor  to  have  it  appear  in  the  Diario  of  that  afternoon. 

The  publication,  however,  was  not  made;  and  Mr.  Romero  called  again  to-day  to 
explain  the  failure,  saying  that  the  cabinet,  in  reconsidering  the  subject,  were  disin- 
clined to  make  the  publication  in  the  form  indicated  by  him  yesterday.  He  said  the 
President  had  requested  him  to  call  on  me  and  express  his  desire  that  I  would  with- 
draw my  request,  as  the  publication  in  the  Diario  might  seriously  embarras  his  gov- 
ernment. 

I  at  once  replied  that,  coming  in  the  friendly  manner  that  it  did,  I  could  do  nothing 
less  than  yield  to  the  President's  desire,  which  I  cheerfully  did ;  although  I  was  con- 
vinced its  publication  would  be  beneficial  to  both  countries  in  dispelling  prejudices 
and  creating  a  bet^r  state  of  feeling. 
I  am,  &0.J 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 


Mr,  Foster  to  Mr,  EvarU, 
[H.  Ex.  Doc.  13,  45th  Cong.,  1st  sess.,  p.  14.] 


Sir: 


United  States  Legation, 

MexioOy  May  28,  1877. 


Mr.  Yallarta  informs  me  that  the  President  will  dispatch  to  that  frontier  a  promi- 
nent and  prudent  general,  with  a  sufficient  federal  force  to  compel  obedience  and 
co-operation  on  the  part  of  the  local  authorities,  and  that  the  General  in  command  will 
place  himself  in  communication  and  act  in  accord  with  general  Ord  in  repressing  out- 
lawry on  that  frontier.  Mr.  Yallarta  said  his  government  recognized  the  importance 
of  the  frontier  question,  and  was  determined  to  do  all  within  its  power  to  bring  about 
a  satisfactory  solution  of  it. 


Yery  truly, 


JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 
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^  Mr,  EvarU  to  Mr,  Fotter, 

[H.  Ex.  Doo.  13,  45tb  Cong.,  Ist  sess.,  p.  15.] 

No.  395.]  Department  of  State, 

WathingUm^  June  21,  1877. 

Sir:  I  troDsmit  a  oop;^  of  letters  to  this  department  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  of 
the  13th,  15th,  and  16th  instant,  with  their  aooompaniments.  They  relate  to  a  oonfliot 
betWeen  troops  in  the  servloe  of  Diaz  and  other  forces,  supposed  to  be  in  the  interests 
of  Lerdo^  on  the  Rio  Grande  frontier.  It  seems  that  the  Diaz  troops,  after  defeating 
and  routinff  their  adversaries  on  Mexican  soil,  pnrsned  them  into  Texas,  where  they 
again  attacked  and  dispersed  them.  This  was  a  yiolation  of  the  territory  of  the  United 
States  which  yon  will  lose  no  time  in  remonstrating  asainst. 

While  it  is  deemed  hardly  probable  that  this  ni^astifiable  invasion  of  American  soil 
was  made  in  obedience  to  any  specific  orders  from  the  Mexican  capital,  it  is,  neyerthe- 
less,  a  grave  violation  of  international  law,  which  cannot,  for  a  moment,  be  overlooked. 
You  are  instmcted  to  call  the  attention  of  the  officers  of  the  de  facto  government,  with 
whom  yon  are  holditig  nnofflcial  intercourse,  to  this  case,  and  to  say  that  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  will  confidently  expect  a  prompt  disavowal  of  the  act,  with 
reparation  for  its  consequences,  and  the  punishment  of  its  perpetrators. 
I  am,  sir,  dtc, 

WM;  M.  EVARTS. 


Mr.  Evarts  to  Mr,  Foster, 
(H.  Ex.  Doc.  13,  45th  Cong.,  Ist  sess.,  p.  28,) 

No.  397.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  June  22,  1677. 

Sir  :  Referring  to  your  separate  dispatch  of  the  28th  ultimo,  advising  me  that  the 
President  of  Mexico  would  dispatch  to  the  Rio  Grande  a  prudent  general  with  a  view 
to  co-operate  with  General  Ord  in  repressing  outlawry,  I  now  transmit  for  your  infor- 
mation a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  19th  instant^  from  the  Secretary  of  War.  and  of  the 
instructions  issued  by  the  General  of  the  United  States  Army  upon  the  snojeot,  which 
accompanied  it. 
I  am,  &C.,. 

WM.  M.  EVARTS. 


[IndosiiTe  No.  19.] 
Mr,  McCrary  to  Mr,  Evaris, 

War  pEPARTMSNT, 

Washington  City^  June  19,  1877. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  8th  instant, 
transmitting  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  minister  of  the  United  States  at  Mexico,  stat- 
ing that  the  President  of  the  Mexican  Government  will  dispatch  to  the  Rio  Grande 
border  a  prudent  general  with  a  view  to  co-operate  with  General  Ord  in  repressing 
outlawry,  and  beg  to  inclose  for  your  information  a  copy  of  instructions  issued  by  the 
General  of  the  Army  on  the  subject 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  W.  McCRARY, 

Secretary  of  War, 
Hon.  Secretary  of  State. 


[TdegTftm.J 


Hbadquartbrs  Army  of  the  United  States, 

Washington,  D,  C,  June  9,  1877. 

General  P.  H.  Sheridan, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Missouri,  Chicago,  IIU: 

The  Secretary  of  War  has  received,  through  the  State  Department,  a  letter  from  Mr* 
Foster,  our  minister  at  the  city  of  Mexico,  dated  May  28, 1877,  in  which  he  says  the 
President  of  the  Mexican  Republic  is  at  last  awakened  to  the  importance  of  repressing 
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outlawry  on  the  Texas  frontier ;  tbat  he  will  send  a  prudent  general  to  that  frontier, 
with  an  adequate  force  and  instmotions  to  cooperate  cordially  to  that  end  with  Gen- 
eral Ord.  The  whole  correspondence  will  come  to  yon  by  mail ;  bnt  maantinie  the 
Secretary  of  War  wants  yon  to  instract  General  Ord  to  meet  this  offer  of  reciprocity 
cordially,  to  meet  or  correspond  with  the  Mexican  general  thos  sent  to  the  firontier, 
and  not  to  be  hasty  in  pnrsait  across  the  border,  except  in  an  aggrayated  case. 

W.  T.  BHERMAN, 
General, 


Mr.  Foster  to  Mr,  Erarts, 
(H.  Ex.  Doc.  13,  45lh  Cong.,  1st  sess.,  p.  34.) 

LBQATION  op  THK  UMITBD  8TATB8, 

Mexico,  July  7, 1877. 

Sis  :  Referring  to  your  dispatch,  No.  397^f  the  29d  nltlmo,  in  which  yon  inclose  to 
me  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  with  th^  instructions  issned  by  the  Gen- 
eral of  tne  United  States  Armv  to  General  Ord  to  cooperate  with  the  Mexican  general 
on  the  Rio  Grande  frontier,  I  have  to  report  that  I  to-day  left  a  copy  of  said  inolosore 
with  the  Mexican  minister  of  foreiga  affairs. 
I  am,  &o., 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 

Note. — The  answer  which  the  minister  has  made  is  contained  in  the  memorandum 
transmitted  with  my  No.  572,  of  this  date. 


Mr,  Foster  to  Mr,  Evarte, 
(H.  Ex.  Doc.  13,  45th  Cong.,  Ist  sees.,  p.  35.) 

No.  572.]  Lboahon  of  the  United  States. 

Mexico,  July  9,  1877. 

Sir:  In  conformity  with  the  instructions  contained  in  your  dispatch  No.  395,  of  tho 
2l8t  ultimo,  I  called  on  the  Mexican  foreign  office,  and  informed  Mr.  Yallarta,  the  min- 
ister of  foreign  affairs  of  General  Diaz's  government,  of  the  violation  of  the  territory 
of  the  United  States^  as  related  in  the  indosnres  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  made  a 
formal  demand  on  him  for  a  disavowal  of  the  act,  with  reparation  for  its  consequences 
and  the  punishment  is  perpetrators. 

Mr.  Yallarta  answered  that  so  far  as  he  was  infoimed  his  government  had  received 
no  intelligence  of  the  event,  but  that  he  would  bring  the  matter  immediately  to  the 
attention  of  the  President,  and  would  advise  me  at  as  early  a  time  as  possible  of  the 
President's  decision  of  the  subject. 

In  view  of  the  minister's  statement  that  he  had  received  no  information  as  to  the 
affair,  I  furnished  him  with  a  copy  of  your  dispatch  and  its  indosnres  frolki  the  Seere- 
tary  of  War,  containing  the  reports  of  our  military  officers  as  to  the  occurrence. 

This  forenoon  Mr.  Yallarta  sent  me  a  personal  note,  asking  me,  if  convenient,  to  call 
at  the  foreign  office  at  12^  o'clock  to-day,  in  order  that  he  might  communicate  to  me 
the  decision  of  the  government.  At  that  hour  I  presented  myself  at  the  foreign  office, 
and  Mr.  Yallarta  handed  me  a  written  memorandum,  which  he  asked  that  I  m^^ht  con- 
sider as  the  verbal  answer  made  to  my  demand  on  the  7tii  instant,  and  which  he  had 
reduced  to  writing ;  stating  at  the  same  time  that  his  government  completely  disavowed 
the  violation  of  American  territory ;  that  it  had  directed  a  prompt  investigation,  in 
order  that  full  reparation  might  be  made  and  proper  punishment  inflicted  upon  the 
perpetrators,  of  which  investigation  he  would  advise  me  as  soon  as  it  was  received  by 
his  government. 

In  receiving  the  memorandum,  I  replied  that  I  would  at  once  transmit  a  copy  thereof 
Ito  my  government  for  its  information.    The  copv  is  heerewith  inclosed. 

In  examining  the  memorandum,  I  find  that  it  also  refers  to  the  instructtons  tele- 
graphed to  General  Ord,  of  which  yon  inclosed  me  a  copy  in  your  No.  2^.  which  I  com- 
municated to  Mr.  Yallarta  on  the  7th  instant*  It  will  be  seen  that  while  he  expresses 
the  gratification  of  General  Diaz  at  what  is  termed  a  modification  of  the  order  of  Jane 
1,  he  thinks  that  that  restriction  is  not  sufficient  to  preserve  unharmed  the  autonomy 
of  Mexico,  and  that  he  hopes  the  order  may  be  finally  so  modified  as  to  no  longer  wound 
the  dignity  of  Mexico.    As  the  latter  subject  was  not  verbally  referred  to  by  Mr.  Yal- 
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larta  in  onr  interview,  I  have  not  tlionght  it  necessary  to  make  any  written  or  other 
reply  thereto,  especially  as  in  previous  interviews  I  had  fully  discussed  the  order  of  Jane 
1,  and  had  no  disposition  to  anticipate  your  views  upon  the  further  modification  BVLg>- 
gested  in  Mr.  Vallarta's  memorandum. 

I  have  respectfully  to  request  specific  information  and  instructions  in  reference  to 
the  reparation  which  it  is  expected  Mexico  will  make  for  the  consequences  of  this  vio- 
lation of  territory. 

I  am,  sir,  dtc,  JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 


[Inoloanre.— TnuialAtioD .  ] 

Memorandum  of  th^  conference  held  at  this  ministry  between  the  secretary  of  relatioiu  and  Jus 

excellency  the  minister  of  the  United  States. 

The  minister  of  relations  stated  to  Mr.  Foster  that  he  had  made  known  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  republic  the  complaints  which,  in  the  name  of  his  government,  Mr.  Foster 
had  thought  nroper  to  make  to  him  orally  in  the  conference  held  in  the  evening  of  day 
before  yesterday  at  this  ministry,  and  read  to  him  literally  the  copy  of  the  dispatch 
which  the  Department  of  State  addressed  to  Mr.  Foster  under  date  of  the  21st  of  June 
last ;  in  which  dispatch,  referring  to  the  inclosures  it  contained,  it  is  said  that  a  party 
of  Mexican  troops  crossed  the  boundary  of  the  two  republics,  and  within  territory  of 
the  United  States  put  to  rout  another  Mexican  force  which  it  was  pursuing,  thereby 
violating  the  territory  and  infringing  the  law  of  nations ;  wherefore  Mr.  Foster  is 
instructed  to  make  a  formal  representation  to  the  Government  of  Mexico,  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  confidently  expecting  that  that  act  will  be  promptly  disap- 
proved^ b^  reparation  for  its  consequences  and  by  the  punishment  of  the  persons  en- 
gaged m  it. 

The  President  has  ordered  the  secretary  who  is  speaking  to  say  to  Mr.  Foster  that 
he  has  not  yet  received  official  information  from  Mexican  authorities  in  regard  to  the 
particulars  of  the  event  which  is  the  subject  of  this  note,  but  that  he  has  already 
directed,  through  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  war,  that  the  proper  parties  be  urgently 
requested  to  make  at  once  due  judicial  investigation,  in  order  that  the  parties  who 
prove  to  be  guilty  may  be  punished.  If  unhappily  any  superior  or  inferior  officer  of 
Mexico  has  ordered  an  invasion  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  or  it  should 
appear  that  in  any  other  way  such  invasion  has  been  made  in  violation  of  the  law  of 
nations,  the  President  assures  him,  through  the  undersigned,  that  he  will  order  the 
reparation  to  be  made  for  this  act  which  is  in  justice  due. 

The  Department  of  State  does  justice  to  the  Government  of  Mexico  in  not  believing 
that  that  invasion  had  been  efiected  by  orders  emanating  from  this  capital.  So  far 
has  the  Mexican  Government  been  from  ordering  it,  that,  on  the  contrary,  it  has  posi- 
tively instruct'Cd  General  Trevifko,  in  an  official  letter  of  the  18th  of  June  last,  which 
intrusted  to  him  the  military  command  of  the  line  of  the  Bravo,  that,  *'in  obedience 
to  a^icle  72,  section  16,  of  the  federal  constitution,  he  should  not  consent  to  the  troops 
of  the  United  States  entering  into  our  territory,  and  that,  in  respect  to  the  sovereignty 
of  that  republic,  he  should  prevent  the  Mexicans  from  treading  on  foreign  territory.'^ 
The  government,  which  knows  that  international  law  prohibits  the  entrance  of  foreign 
troops  into  foreign  territory  without  the  consent  of  its  sovereign,  and  which  has  been 
proclaiming  and  defending  the  principle,  cannot  disregard  it  when  in  its  turn  the  De- 
partment of  State  invokes  it. 

Until  the  minister  of  relations  can  inform  Mr.  Foster  of  the  new  measures  which  the 
President  may  adopt  in  virtue  of  the  official  advices  which  he  is  awaiting  and  of  the 
result  of  those  which  he  has  already  adopted,  the  same  minister  has  instructions  to 
state  to  him  that  the  Mexican  Government  accepts,  acknowledges,  and  will  cause  to 
be  fulfilled  on  its  part  the  principles  which  the  Hon.  Mr.  £vart«  invokes  in  the  dis- 
patch referred  to,  and  that  it  will  adjust  its  conduct  to  them,  by  looking  on  the  pas- 
sage of  forces  into  foreign  territory  as  an  unjustifiable  invasion,  that  is  condemned  by 
international  law.  This  conformity  of  opinions  between  the  two  governments  will 
prevent  any  cause  of  complaint  between  them  arising  out  of  the  disagreeable  occur- 
rence which  is  under  discussion. 

The  minister  of  relations  continued  to  say  that  he  had  also  acquaint-ed  the  President 
of  the  republic  with  the  contents  of  the  copy  of  the  dispatch  of  the  War  Department 
of  the  United  States  of  the  19th  of  June  last,  which  Mr.  Foster  was  pleased  to  deliver 
to  him  at  the  same  conference  of  da^  before  yesterday ;  which  dispatch  relates  to  the 
new  instructions  that  the  Qeneral-m -Chief  of  the  Army  of  that  republic  communi- 
cates to  General  Sheridan  on  account  of  the  reports  which  Mr.  Foster  sent  to  the  De- 
partment of  State  on  the  28th  of  May  previous,  in  regard  to  the  measures  which  the 
Government  of  Mexico  might  take  by  sending  a  general  of  the  army  to  the  frontier, 
in  order  that,  acting  in  co^ unction  with  the  American  officer,  he  might  co-operate  in 
the  re-establishment  of  security  in  the  frontier  districts. 
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The  minister  said  that  the  President  had  seen  with  satisfaction  that  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  had  modified  the  original  order  sent  to  General  Ord  on  the  Ist  of 
Jnne  last,  by  withdrawing  from  him  the  discretionary  authority  to  invade  the  terri- 
tory of  Mexico  in  pursuit  of  the  malefactors,  seeing  that  iu  his  new  instructions  he  is 
ordered  **  to  not  hastily  cross  the  frontier-line,  but  only  under  a  grave  emergency/' 
The  President  considers  this  restriction  of  that  order  as  an  acknowledgment  of  the 
rights  of  the  republic,  and,  judging  under  this  aspect,  he  duly  estimates  it.  But  he 
believes  at  the  same  time  that  that  modification,  however  important  it  may  be,  does 
not  suffice  to  leave  unharmed  the  autonomy  of  Mexico.  The  invasion  by  foreign 
troops  of  the  territory  of  a  friendly  nation,  made  without  the  consent,  and  even 
against  the  will,  of  its  government,  is  always  a  violation  of  intesnational  law  and  an 
offense  to  the  sovereign  of  the  invaded  territory.  In  the  instructions  newly  commu- 
nicated to  General  Ord,  notwithstanding  their  limitations,  is  continued  in  force  the 
order  to  invade  Mexico  **  in  a  grave  emergency ,''  and  the  government  of  the  republic 
thinks  that  that  exception  is  not  authorized  by  the  law  of  nations. 

The  same  minister  continued  to  say  that  the  President  confides  so  far  in  the  equity 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  as  to  hope  that  the  orders  to  invade  the  re- 
public will  be  withdrawn  completely.  The  principles  which  the  Department  of  State 
maintains  on  the  subject  of  the  invasion  of  foreign  territories,  and  in  which  the  Mexi- 
can Government  entirely  concurs,  the  measure  already  adopted  for  the  satisfactory 
settlement  of  the  difficulties  on  the  frontier,  and  the  spirit  of  conciliation  which  pre- 
vades  the  late  instructions  of  the  Gtoneral-in-Chief  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States 
in  regard  to  this  matter,  are  alike  reasons  for  the  government  of  the  republic  to  hope 
that  the  order  referred  to  will  be  finally  so  modified  as  not  to  wound  the  dignity  of 
Mexico. 

Mexico,  July  9,  1877. 

J.  L.  VALLARTA. 


Mr,  FoateY  to  Mr,  Evarts. 

(H.  Ex.  Doc.  13,  4.5th  Cong.,  Ist  sess.,  p.  37.) 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  July  24,  1877. 

Sir  :  In  my  No.  560,  of  the  28th  ultimo,  I  gave  an  account  of  the  excitement  occa- 
sioned in  this  city  by  the  publication  of  the  instrnctions  of  June  1,  to  General  Ord : 
of  the  misrepresentations  of  the  spirit  and  intentions  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
Sti'.te8 ;  of  a  memorandum  which  I  had  left  at  the  foreign  office,  with  the  request  that 
it  be  published ;  and  of  the  circumstances  under  which  I  was  induced  to  withdraw  my 
request  for  its  publication. 

On  the  20th  instant,  in  a  call  which  the  minister  of  foreign  aYairs  made  at  the  lega- 
tion, he  handed  me  a  memorandum  which  constituted  a  reply  to  my  memorandum 
of  the  23d  ultimo,  and  which  be  asked  might  be  considered  as  the  substance  of  his 
replies  to  me  in  our  conference  last  month  on  the  subjects  referred  to  therein.  I  in- 
close a  translation  of  the  minister's  memorandum. 

As  the  main  purpose  of  my  memorandum  had  been  to  correct,  by  prompt  publication, 
the  unjust  arraignment  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  and  his  cabinet,  made 
in  the  official  organ  of  the  Mexican  Grovernment,  which  purpose  was  not  accomplished, 
and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  subjects  discussed  therein  were  likely  soon  to  become 
a  matter  of  treaty  negotiation,  I  regarded  further  discussion  as  undesirable  and  inop- 
portune. I  have,  accordingly,  addressed  Mr.  Vallarta  an  unofficial  note  in  that  sense, 
of  which  I  inclose  herewith  a  copy. 
I  am,  Slc, 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 


[Indoaare. — Translation.  ] 

Memorandum  of  the  replies  given  hy  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  to  the  points  made  by  his 
excellency  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  in  the  conferences  had  between 
them  in  this  department, 

I.  It  is  tnie  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  has  proposed  on  several  occa- 
sions that  the  troops  of  both  republics  should  reciprocally  pass  tbe  frontiers  in  pursuit 
of  savage  Indians  or  marauders ;  but  it  is  also  true  that  that  of  Mexico  has  replied  on 
all  occasions  that  it  is  not  within  its  power  to  grant  such  permission  to  foreign  troops, 
and  when  it  has  been  sought  to  obtain  it  of  the  Congress  of  the  Union  it  kaje^V>>9Aw.^fe«<DL 
that  such  a  measure  would  not  be  approved.    This  waa  &tat>«(V  \i^  t\\ft  <i\i\d  \i\«t>«^  <ci.V\X^^ 
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department  to  tbe  secretary  of  the  American  legation  in  the  conference  which  they 
held  the  14th  of  April,  ^971,  and  this  was  also  stated  by  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs^ 
to  Mr.  Nelson  in  his  ^^it/e  of  the  20th  of  the  same  month. 

In  the  conference  <ield  in  Washington,  between  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  Mex- 
ico and  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  State,  on  the  30th  of  April,  1875,  tbe  convenience  of  that 
measure  was  again  insisted  npon  on  the  part  of  tbe  Govemm«nt  of  the  United  States. 
The  Mexican  minister  donbted  the  propriety  of  the  measure,  fearing  the  abases  that 
would  be  committed,  notwithstanding  the  good  faith  of  the  two  governments,  and  also 
manifesting  1  hat  be  was  ignorant  as  to  whether  Congress  won  Id  consent  to  the  en- 
trance of  foreign  troops  into  the  national  territory.  In  the  discussion  which  t-ook 
place  on  this  point  no  agreement  whatever  was  arrived  at,  and  tbe  Hon.  Secretary  of 
State  terminated  the  conference  by  saying  that  his  object  bad  been  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  government  of  tbe  republic  to  tbe  importance  of  the  frontier  atfairs,  to  the 
end  that  the  most  adequate  remedies  might  be  applied  t4>  tbe  evils  snffere  i,  and  con- 
cluded by  expressing  his  desire  that  the  Mexican  Government  should  propose  those 
which  it  might  consider  efflcncious. 

If,  as  stat^  by  Mr.  Foster,  referring  to  bis  dispatch  of  the  7th  of  July,  1875  (Diplo- 
matic Correspondence  of  the  United  States,  paragraph  2,  page  949),  he  informed  Mr. 
Lafragua  th^t  **  unless  those  depredations  ceased  such  a  measure  as  that  announced  in 
the  instructions  to  Greneral  Ord  might  be  anticipated,''  t-o  which  intimation,  as  Mr. 
Foster  informed  his  government  in  that  dispatch,  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  did 
not  give  a  direct  answer,  this  cannot  siguify,  and  does  not  si^ify,  that  the  Mexican 
Government  has  tolerated  at  any  time  or  does  tolerate  the  violation  of  the  national 
territory  by  the  entrance  into  it  against  its  will,  or  without  its  consent,  of  foreign 
troops.  This  is  not  the  first  time  that  the  government  has  ordered  that  force  to  be 
repelled  by  force  in  the  extreme  case  of  an  invasion.  When  an  American  officer  in 
November,  1875,  threatened  to  enter  Mexican  territory  in  pursuit  of  some  criminals,, 
and  subsequently  carried  out  his  threat.  General  Fuero,  in  accordance  with  instruc- 
tions from  his  government,  forthwith  wrote  on  the  20th  of  that  month  to  General  Pot- 
ter, commander  of  Brownsville,  statiug  to  him  that  that  invasion  was  contrary  to  the 
treaties  between  Mexico  and  tbe  United  States,  and  was  condemned  by  tbe  law  of  na- 
tions, and  notified  him  that  if  he  did  not  order  the  American  troops  to  retire  from  the 
national  territory,  besides  protesting  against  that  aggression,  he  would  be  under  the 
necessity  of  repelling  force  by  force.  General  Potter  replied  that  although  he  had  re 
peated  bis  orders  on  tbe  19th,  instructing  the  American  officers  particularly  not  to 
make  an  aggressive  movement  against  Mexico,  those  orders  had  not  been  obeyed ;  but 
immediately  on  learning  what  had  happened,  he  had  again  repeated  them,  and  the 
American  troons  retired.  He  concluded  by  saying  to  General  Fuero :  *' Hence  you  seey 
general,  that  the  invasion  of  Mexican  territory  and  the  violation  of  the  laws  to  which 
yon  allude,  were  committed  contrary  to  the  orders  that  tbe  officers  of  the  troops  of  the 
United  States  had  received." 

The  undersigned  has  manifested  to  Mr.  Foster  in  different  conferences  had  since  the 
month  of  January  of  the  present  year,  that  the  government  has  been  and  is  disposed, 
because  such  is  its  duty,  to  give  protection  to  the  Mexican  frontier,  pursuing  Indians 
and  marauders,  and  avoiding  motives  of  complaint  by  or  conflicts  with  the  neighbor- 
ing republic;  bnt  that  the  tranquillity  of  these  frontier  regions  cannot  be  the  result  of 
an  isolated  measure,  bnt  the  efiect  of  a  combination  of  measures  that  strike  at  the 
root  of  the  elements  of  evil  that  exist  there ;  that  the  passage  of  troops,  although 
reciprocal  and  agreed  to  by  both  governments  (and  if  this  should  not  be  the  case,  sncb 
passage  would  constitute  an  ontrage  which  would  aggravate  the  situation),  could  not 
of  itself  be  the  remedy  for  such  old  evils,  but  on  the  contrary,  taking  into  considera- 
tion the  condition  of  the  frontier,  as  has  been  thought  by  former  administrations, 
might  even  cause  greater  and  more  serious  complications;  that  the  present  govern- 
ment, at  a  proper  and  convenient  time,  would  propose  the  measures  which,  in  its  Judg- 
ment, would  serve  to  re-establish  security  and  order  in  that  region,  hearing  those  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  might  suggest,  and  devoting  to  this  important  ques- 
tion all  the  attention  which  it  demands. 

II.  If  the  United  States  complain  with  reason  of  the  depredations  which  have  been 
committed  on  tbe  frontier,  Mexico  has  tbe  same  or  greater  riffbt  to  make  the  same 
complaints,  because  tbe  evils  which  cause  them  are  common  to  both  countries.  This 
is  a  truth  which  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  State  has  explicitly  acknowledged.  In  the 
conference  which  he  had  with  the  plenipotentiary  of  Mexico,  on  the  ^th  of  April, 
1875,  he  manifested  to  this  official  "that  the  troubles  of  tbe  frontier  are  exaggerated 
in  Texas,  either  in  the  interest  of  those  who  wish  to  present  claims  or  those  who  desire 
that  more  forces  may  be  stationed  on  the  banks  of  the  river  for  the  purpose  of  making 
contracts  for  the  supplies  for  tbe  troops,''  &c.,d&c.,  and  adding,  "it  is  undeniable  that 
such  disorders  exist,  which  may  be  committed  by  robbers  who  may  not  be  citizens  of 
either  country."  All  this  was  stated  by  this  department  to  tbe  American  legation  in 
a  note  of  tbe  30th  of  Deceniljer,  1875,  attempting  to  prove  thereby  that  tbe  charges 
made  against  Mexico  are  ui^^ugtitiable^  when  it  js  sought  to  show  that  the  robbers  who 
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are  the  aathors  of  all  the  depredations  are  on  this  side  of  the  Brayo,  and  on  the  other 
side  are  only  their  viotims. 

In  replying  to  that  note  on  the  9th  of  February,  1876,  Mr.  Foster  manifested  that, 
not  having  a  complete  report  of  Mr.  Fish's  conversation  with  Mr.  Mariscal,  he  was 
nnable  to  estimate  its  application  to  the  question,  and  referring  to  his  different  notes 
of  the  year  1875,  in  order  to  sustain  his  charges  against  Mexico,  concluded,  neverthe- 
less, by  acknowledging  the  possibility  that  all  the  robbers  are  not  Mexicans,  but  in 
sisted  that  they  proceed  from  Mexican  territory,  where  they  find  refuge  after  commit- 
ting their  crimes. 

The  northern  frontier  investigating  commission  not  only  proved  that  many  of  the 
charges  made  against  the  Mexicans  by  the  inhabitants  of  Texas  were  wholly  nn- 
fouoded,  but  detailed  the  robberies,  acts  of  violence,  and  crimes  which  had  been  com- 
mitted on  the  Mexican  side  by  Americans,  who  also  enjoyed  the  most  complete  impu- 
nity ;  but  inasmuch  as  Mr.  Foster  only  wishes  to  speak  of  acts  subsequent  to  the 
report  of  that  commission,  the  undersigned,  in  order  not  to  occupy  himself  with  the 
enumeration  of  isolated  events,  will  confine  himself  to  calling  attention  to  one  single 
fact  which,  on  account  of  its  importance  and  transcendency,  not  only  justifies  the 
complaints  of  Mexico,  but  which  is,  at  the  same  time,  one  of  the  principal  causes  of 
the  depredations  and  robberies  charged  t<o  the  republic. 

Some  of  the  authorities  of  Coahuila  stated  to  the  government  in  May,  1876,  that  the 
crime  of  cattle-stealing  had  assumed  alarming  proportions  in  those  regions,  because 
in  American  territory  there  existed  organized  companies  for  the  cheap  purchase  of 
stolen  cattle,  and  that  they  stimulated  the  robbery  of  animals  on  a  lar^e  scale ;  that 
this  added  to  the  difficulty  of  the  apprehension  of  the  thieves,  who,  by  simply  crossing 
the  Bravo,  placed  themselves  beyond  the  reach  of  their  pursuers,  and  kept  the  inhabit- 
ants of  that  section  in  great  alarm.  If  information  of  this  report,  and  some  others 
which  go  to  show  that  the  depredations  have  at  least  been  common  to  both  frontiers, 
has  not  been  given  to  the  legation  of  the  United  States,  it  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
Government  of  Mexico  has  thought  proper  to  commnnicate  directly  with  its  minister  in 
Washington,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  the  accord  of  the  Oovemment  of  the  United 
States  for  the  remedy  of  these  common  evils. 

The  Qovemment  of  Mexico  can  give  the  most  conclnsive  reply  to  this  class  of  charges, 
invoking  the  most  authentic,  the  most  respectable,  and  impartial  testimony  that  can 
exist  on  this  subject,  that  of  Sir  Edward  Thornton,  arbitrator  in  the  Mixed  Claims, 
Commission,  appointed  by  the  two  governments.  These  same  charges  were  carried  by 
an  American  citizen  before  this  tribunal,  indemnification  being  asked  of  Mexico,  and 
the  arbitrator  expressed  himself  in  regard  to  the  claim,  No.  647,  of  William  C.  Dickens, 
in  these  terms: 

"  With  respect  to  the  case  No.  647,  of  William  C.  Dickens  against  Mexico,  it  is  shown, 
beyond  doubt,  in  the  judgment  of  the  arbitrator,  that  during  the  last  few  years  rob- 
beries of  cattle  have  been  committed  in  the  territory  of  Texas  which  joins  Mexico,  and 
that  those  cattle  have  been  carried  to  the  other  side  of  the  Rio  Grande,  but  the  proof 
that  the  thieves  have  always  been  Mexican  citizens  and  soldiers,  that  the  bauds  have 
been  organized  on  Mexican  soil,  with  the  knowledge  of  the  authorities  of  the  republic^ 
and  that  the  victims  of  those  robberies  have  been  denied  reparation  by  those  authori- 
ties when  they  have  demanded  certain  lots  of  cattle,  after  having  proven  their  prop- 
erty, appears  to  him  to  be  wholly  inadeqaate.  •  •  •  •  fiie  claimant  truly  says 
that  these  bands  of  thieves  can  be  collected  quickly,  and  make  their  incursions  when 
the  United  States  troops  are  at  a  distance  from  the  point  of  attack.  But  if  this  makea 
it  difilcult  for  the  authorities  of  the  United  States  to  prevent  such  incursions,  it  is  the 
case  with  more  reason  with  regard  to  the  Mexican  authorities,  as,  if  to  collect  a  band 
to  cross  the  river  is  the  work  of  an  hour,  to  collect  a  considerable  drove  of  cattle  and 
drive  them  to  the  Mexican  territory  reouires  a  much  longer  time,  and  gives  greater 
opportunities  to  the  authorities  of  the  United  States  to  attack  the  robbers  and  recover 
the  cattle."    •    •    •    • 

^  Hence  it  does  not  appear  as  a  general  rule  that  there  has  been  a  greater  want  of 
rigilance  on  the  part  of  the  Mexican  authorities  than  on  the  part  of  the  authorities 
of  the  State  and  those  of  the  United  States. 

**  The  arbitrator  does  not  find  in  this  case  sufficient  evidence  to  make  the  Govern- 
ment of  Mexico  responsible  for  the  losses  suffered  by  the  claimant,  and  he  consequently 
decides.that  this  claim  be  dismissed." 

What  the  arbitrator  says  in  his  decision  is  the  truth  that  Mexico  has  been  sustain- 
ing in  this  question,  a  truth  that,  being  examined,  no  longer  admits  of  doubt. 

III.  The  Government  of  Mexico  has  dictated  the  measures  which  have  been  within 
its  power  to  suppress  the  depredations  on  the  frontier,  and  remedy  the  evils  suffered 
from  them  on  both  sides.  In  the  long  and  troublesome  Indian  question,  the  conduct 
of  the  government  was  such  that  it  received  the  eulogies  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Fish  and  of 
the  legation  of  the  United  States.  (Mr.  Foster's  note  to  Mr.  Lafragua  of  the  Ist  of 
December,  1H73.)  And  in  relation  to  robberies  committed  by  outl&^^^\ic^\k  ^^vck^<^  ^<dSA 
has  been  complained  of  to  the  government,  in  whic^  \t>  Yiaa  "not  ^\<;.\i^l^^ W*'^  TCi^'Mso:^^^ 
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for  the  apprehension  and  chastisement  of  the  criminals.  Different  notes  that  conld  be 
cited  in  testimony  of  this  truth,  and  many  orders  issued  by  the  departments  of  foreign 
affairs,  war,  government,  and  justice,  establish  the  fact  that  the  government  has 
never  been  indifferent  to  the  safferings  and  painful  condition  of  the  innabitants  of  the 
frontier. 

If,  notwithstanding  all  this,  the  evil  still  exists,  it  does  not  prove  the  want  of  a  dis- 
position on  the  part  of  the  government  to  remedy  it.  That  evil  is  the  result  of  many 
causes  which  have  co-operated  to  develop  it;  it  is  ustained  by  unlawful  interests  which 
nourish  it,  and  the  circumstauces  of  locality  favor  it.  The  strength,  the  vigorof  that  evil 
is  such  that  it  has  not  only  resisted  the  action  of  the  Mexican  Govemmeut,  which  com- 
bats it,  but  also  that  of  the  American  Government,  which  is  equally  desirous  to  destoy  it. 
And  as  the  accusations  made  against  the  latter  because  it  has  not  extirpated  it  at  one 
stroke  and  in  a  single  day  are  not  just,  as  nobody  can  say  with  reason  that  the  American 
Government  is  wanting  in  will  or  is  powerless,  because  its  vigorous  actiou  does  not 
penetrate  extensive  desert  regions,  so  Mexico  cannot  be  held  guilty  because  its  efforts 
to  establish  security  on  the  frontier  have  not  met  with  the  success  desired.  Although 
the  sending  of  a  general  of  rank  to  that  region,  who.  with  the  necessary  federal  force, 
might  pursue  the  robbers  in  combination  with  the  American  officers,  is  a  proper 
measure,  it  is  not  the  only  one,  nor  the  most  important,  that  should  be  taken  to  give 
security  to  the  frontier.  With  respect  to  it,  however,  the  government  has  been  and  is 
in  such  conformity  that  it  has  already  invested  General  Trevifio  with  the  military  com- 
mand of  the  Bravo  (Sio  Grande). 

It  is  not  strange  that  the  legation  of  the  United  States  has  been  ignorant,  in  the 
majoritv  of  cases,  of  the  orders  which,  through  the  respective  departments,  have  been 
issued  by  the  government  for  the  pursuit,  apprehension,  and  chastisement  of  the 
criminals,  and  tne  recommendations  made  to  the  tribunals  for  the  prompt  administra- 
tion of  justice,  because,  as  orders  wholly  pertaining  to  the  interior  administration  of 
the  republic,  in  most  instances  they  have  not  been  made  known  t-o  the  legation.  There- 
fore the  charge  made  by  Mr.  Foster  against  the  government  that,  according  to  his 
information,  absolutely  nothing  has  been  done  to  repress  the  invasions,  has  been  proven 
to  be  destitute  of  foundation. 

IV.  The  undersigned  has  manifested  to  Mr.  Foster  on  several  occasions  that,  in  order 
to  establish  order  and  security  on  the  frontier,  the  stationing  of  troops  there  by  the 
two  govemmeuts  is  not  sufficient;  more  permanent  measures  are  needed,  vigorous 
tneasures  that  will  prevent  the  incentive  to  robbery  and  the  profit  of  cattle-stealing 
^rom  defying  the  vigilance  of  the  most  effective  police  that  can  be  established  there. 
And  hence,  if  the  present  government  has  not  proposed  before  this  those  measures 
which  in  its  judgment  would  give  the  desired  results,  it  has  been,  as  Mr.  Foster  has 
been  informed  by  the  undersigned,  on  account  of  the  anomalous  relations  that  have 
existed  up  to  the  present  between  the  two  governments.  Notwithstanding  this,  that 
of  Mexico  is  so  desirous  of  giving  its  protection  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  frontier,  and 
to  avoid  any  motive  of  complaint  on  the  part  of  the  neighboring  republic,  that,  on 
appointing  its  new  minister  plenipotentiary  to  Washington,  it  has  given  him  the  full- 
est power  and  most  ample  instructions  to  discuss  and  arrange  with  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  these  affairs  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  both  republics. 

When  the  undersigned  told  Mr.  Foster  that  the  government  conld  not  devote  its 
attention  to  those  affairs  until  after  it  should  be  able  to  re-establish  peace,  which  had 
l)een  distiu'bed  by  the  last  revolution,  General  Revueltas  was  in  the  very  act  of  throw- 
ing off  all  obedience  to  the  authorities,  and  while  a  portion  of  the  frontier  still  with- 
held its  allegiance  from  the  government  established  in  this  capital.  To  say  this  is  to 
prove  the  insurmountable  obstacles  which  prevented  the  government  from  giving  its 
attention  to  those  affairs  in  the  first  foar  months  of  its  existence.  Afterward,  and  as 
soon  as  it  was  possible,  the  government  dictated  several  orders  for  the  maintenance 
of  security  on  the  frontier,  ordei-s  so  efficacious,  that,  as  is  notorious  among  the  in- 
habitants of  those  regions,  and  as  is  recognized  by  the  not  impartial  press  of  Texas, 
the  depredations  have  diminished  to  such  an  extent  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  frontier 
enjoy  a  i-elative  security,  such  as  had  not  been  enjoyed  for  many  years  previously. 

Mr.  Foster  fears  that  if  one  of  the  rivals  to  the  Presidency  should  succeed  in  organiz- 
ing a  counter  revolution,  the  government  would  abandon  the  Mexican  side  of  the  Rio 
Grande  to  thieves  and  marauders.  Fortunately  that  fear  is  unfounded ;  the  Mexican 
people  sustain  the  present  government,  and  will  not  accept  new  revolutions  at  any 
price.  Besides,  the  possibility  of  that  contingency  cannot  be  invoked  as  a  reason  to 
suppose  that  the  troubles  of  the  frontier  will  not  receive  a  remedy,  above  all  when  no 
nation  can  be  assured  against  that  contingency. 

The  breaking  out  of  a  civil  war  in  Mexico  would  be  a  calamity  very  much  to  be  re- 

f retted,  as  would  be  the  case  if  a  revolution  should  again  agitate  the  United  States, 
n  such  an  unfortunate  emergency,  it  would  not  be  strange  if  Mexico  should  not  be 
able  to  attend  to  the  Rio  Grande  frontier,  inasmuch  asduringtheConfedei-ate  wat  the 
United  States  were  obliged  to  do  the  same,  the  consequences  of  which  were  very  seri- 
ous for  Mexico.    The  invasion  ot  aava^^  l\id\aAv&  -^iVvv^ib  was  then  suffered  by  the  Re- 
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public,  on  account  of  the  lodian  reserven  haying  been  abandoned  (withoat  referring 
to  other  evils  which  were  the  rtjsult  of  that  war),  was  a  great  and  real  calamity  to 
Mexico. 

y.  The  Qovemment  of  Mexico  has  anderstood  the  significance  and  appreciated  the 
consequences  of  the  instructions  given  to  General  Ord.  The  circamstaoce  of  the 
authority  given  that  officer  to  enter  Mexican  territory  being  conditional  does  not  lessen 
its  olfensiveness  to  Mexico,  inasmuch  as  the  fulfillment  of  that  condition  is  left  to  the 
execution  of  that  officer.  Not  even  under  those  conditions  can  the  government  of  the 
republic  consent  to  the  invasion  of  the  national  territory  and  permit  a  foreign  officer, 
to  whom  neither  the  law  of  the  country  nor  that  of  nations  ^ives  any  authority  what- 
ever to  come  and  exercise  acts  of  jurisdiction  according  to  his  discretion.  In  order  to 
understand  that  that  order,  although  conditional,  is  an  ojfeiise  to  Mexico,  it  is  only 
necessary  to  examine  its  literal  expression :  the  Grovemment  of  the  United  States  itself 
has  understood  thus :  '^  While  the  President,"  it  says,  *'  is  anxious  to  avoid  giving 
offense  to  Mexico,  he  is  nevertheless  convinced  that  the  invasion  *  *  *  should  be 
no  longer  endured.''    The  words  leave  no  doubt  on  this  point. 

Mexico  has  another  reason  for  complaint  on  account  of  that  order.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Shafts,  to  whom  it  refers,  is  the  same  officer  who,  on  the  third  of  last  April, 
invaded  Mexican  territory,  taking  possession  of  Piedras  Negras,  and  not  in  pursuit  of 
outlaws,  but  to  take  by  force  from  the  Mexican  authorities  two  Mexican  criminals, 
guilty  of  crimes  committed  in  Mexican  territory.  By  orders  from  this  department, 
communicated  on  the  16th  of  April  to  the  minister  of  Mexico  in  Washington,  on  the 
2dth  of  the  same  month  the  latter  protested  a^inst  that  invasion,  asking  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  to  pnnisn  the  culprits  and  to  give  proper  guarantees  for  the 
future.  And  although  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  replied  on  the  1st  of  May  that 
he  bad  asked  for  information  on  the  subject  before  taking  steps,  as  appears  from  docu- 
ments in  this  department,  on  the  1st  of  the  following  June  the  order  in  question  was 
issued  by  the  War  Department.  To  revert  to  these  circumstances  is  sufficient  to  under- 
stand why,  in  consequence  Jof  them,  the  Government  of  Mexico  has  considered  such 
an  order  as  still  more  offensive  to  the  republic. 

VI.  The  order  issued  by  the  minister  of  war  of  the  national  government  on  the  18th 
of  this  month  is  based  on  the  law  of  nations,  and  was  the  fulfillment  of  an  inexorable 
duty  on  the  part  of  the  government.  To  prove  that  the  instructions  given  to  General 
Ord  violate  the  treaties  between  Mexico  and  the  United  States  is  as  easy  as  it  is  to 
point  out  the  articles  infringed.  Thev  are :  Article  34,  fraction  3,  of  the  treaty  of  the 
Ist  of  December,  1832 ;  article  21  of  the  treaty  of  the  30th  of  May,  1848,  and  article  7 
of  the  treaty  of  the  Slst  of  May,  18.54.  The  Government  of  the  United  States,  with- 
out observing  the  proceedings  marked  by  those  articles,  and  deciding  of  itself  that 
Mexico  has  failed  to  comply  with  its  international  duties,  issued  the  order  of  the  1st  of 
June,  authorizing  acts  of  aggression  against  Mexico.  This  is  prohibited  by  the  arti- 
cles cited. 

It  is  a  maxim  accepted  by  publicists  that  a  state  cannot  send  its  troops  into  a  foreign 
territory  without  the  consent  of  the  soveraign  of  that  territory.  The  independence 
and  sovereigntv  of  nations  would  be  at  the  mercy  of  the  most  powerful  or  the  most 
audacious,  if  this  maxim  should  even  be  questioned.  And  supported  on  bases  even 
more  solid,  it  is  recognized  that  these  troops  or  their  officers  cannot,  even  having  per- 
mission to  enter  a  territory,  exercise  any  act  of  jurisdiction  in  foreign  territory ;  that 
they  cannot  punish  criminals  nor  recover  stolen  property  without  the  intervention  of 
the  national  authorities.  These  maxims,  which  are  held  as  undeniable  precepts  of  in- 
ternational law,  are  in  open  conflict  with  the  order  of  the  1st  of  June. 

These  brief  but  decisive  considerations  are  the  basis  on  which  is  founded  the  judgment 
which  the  Mexican  government  has  passed  upon  the  order,  reputing  it  offensive  to  Mexi- 
co, contrary  to  the  treaties,  to  international  law,  and  the  practices  of  civilized  nations. 
In  thus  acting,  the  government  of  Mexico  has  confined  itself  to  defending  itself  against 
an  unjust  aggression,  with  the  support  of  the  evidence  in  its  behalf.  And  its  order  of 
the  18th  of  June  was  not  the  result  of  violence  or  haste.  It  was  fully  discussed  in  cab- 
inet meeting,  with  the  calmness  and  meditation  demanded  by  the  gravity  of  the  ques- 
tion. The  issuing  of  that  order  on  the  part  of  the  executive  was  the  fulfillment  of  Ite 
duty,  which  cannot  and  should  not  be  sacrificed  upon  any  occasion. 

Mr.  Foster  thinks  the  local  item  published  in  tht^Diario  OHcial  t»f  the 21st  instant  is 
of  the  same  origin  and  character  as  the  okNt  of  the  18ih.  IMiis  is  not  the  case.  The 
govemroeut  has  repeatedly  declared  in  that  paper  that  the  "  Diario  Oficial  is  its  organ 
in  its  official  section,  and  that  outside  of  this  section  its  publications  have  no  more 
value  than  is  given  by  their  private  origin."  This  alone  would  be  sufficient  to  show 
that  the  comments  made  in  that  paragraph  regarding  the  news  on  American  politics 
have  no  official  character  whatever ;  but  besides  this,  the  explicit  declarations  of  the 
author  of  the  paragraph  in  question,  manifesting  that,  not  even  in  the  conditional 
manner  in  which  he  wrote,  did  he  msike  himself  responsible  for  the  comments  which 
are  even  made  by  the  American  press,  and  which  declarations  are  r^^«i\AAL\SL>X\»kXS\- 
ario  of  the  22d  and  25th  of  this  month,  should  lainiekki  oom\Afi^  <M\iN\^\Ivysi  \^i^\»  VX^^ 
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Bald  paragraph  not  only  did  not  have  an  official  origin  or  character,  but  that  it  did  not 
even  insure  the  statement  which  it  made.    The  undersigned  expressly  assures  Mr. 
Foster,  therefore,  that  that  paragraph  is  not  official,  nor  has  it  any  connection  with 
the  order  of  the  Idth  instant  issued  by  the  War  Department. 
The  minister  of  foreign  affairs  can  assure  Mr.  Faster  that  the  Mexican  Government 

Sarticipates,  in  an  equal  degree  of  sincerity,  in  the  desire^  of  his  excellency  that  cor- 
ial  relations  may  soon  be  established  between  the  two  couu tries,  and  that  it  will  do 
everything  that  depends  on  it,  with  no  other  restriction  except  the  saving  of  the  inter- 
ests and  honor  of  the  republic,  to  renew  and  strengthen  those  relations.  If  the  frontier 
difficulties  hav^  been  until  now  the  cause  of  constant  unpleasant  questions  between 
the  two  natioDS,  and  at  times  have  been  the  motive  for  conflict  l^tween  them,  the 
Qovemment  of  Mexico,  after  a  conscientious  study  of  these  affairs,  has  sent  its  pleni- 
potentiary to  Washington  with  the  necessary'  instructions  to  propose  the  measures 
which  in  its  Judgment  will  give  a  satisfactory  solution  to  those  difficulties.  The  pres- 
ent Government  of  Mexico,  zealous  in  the  fullillment  of  its  international  duties,  of 
which  it  has  already  given  undeniable  testimony,  will  omit  nothing  in  order  that  the 
honor  of  the  republic,  which  is  bound  to  the  fulfillment  of  those  duties,  remain  un- 
stained in  its  relations  with  foreign  powers. 

I.  L.  VALLABTA. 
Mexico,  June  30, 1877. 


[Inolofture— Unofficial.] 
Mr,  Foster  to  Mr,  Vallarta. 

Legation  of  the  United  Statfs, 

Mexico,  July  23,  1877. 

Sir  :  I  have  examined  with  care  the  memorandum  which  your  excellency  handed 
me  on  the  20th  instant.  While  it  reviews  at  couhiderable  length  the  brief  memoi*andiim 
which  I  left  hX  the  foreign  office  on  the  23d  of  the  month  past,  I  do  not  regard  a  single 
one  of  the  six  points  noticed  therein  as  successfully  assailed.  Were  it.  desirable  to 
enter  upon  an  extended  discussion  of  these  po  nts,  I  might  be  iuclined  to  refer  to 
some  of  the  fallacious  inferences  which  your  excellency  has  drawn  from  the  inconse- 
quent statements  presented  by  you.  But  your  excellency  will  remember  that  when  I 
left  my  memorandum  at  the  foreign  office,  I  stated  that  I  had  pn^pared  it  on  account 
of  the  publication  made  in  the  DIario  Oficial  of  the  order  of  the  miuister  of  war  to 
General  TreviQo,  and  especially  of  its  editorial  statement  of  June  21  that  the  President 
of  the  United  States  had  issued  the  instructions  to  General  Ord  through  sinister  and 
disreputable  influences ;  that  the  arraignment  of  m^  government  in  the  manner  stated 
was  creating  an  unjust  prejudice  and  excitement  m  Mexico,  which  might  result  in 
lasting  injury  to  both  countries ;  that  I  deemed  it  due  to  my  government  that  a  brief 
and  precise  statement  of  its  position  be  at  once  made  public  in  the  columns  of  the 
official  organ  in  which  it  had  been  imprudently  assailed  ;  and  that  I  left  the  memoran- 
dum with  a  request  for  its  early  publication,  notifying  you  at  the  same  time  that  I  re- 
garded it  as  mv  duty  to  furnish  a  copy  thereof  to  my  diplomatic  colleagues  for  the  in- 
formation of  their  respective  governments. 

Your  excellency  will  remember  that  after  subsequent  interviews  in  regard  to  its  pub- 
lication, I  was  induced  at  the  personal  instance  of  the  president  of  the  republic,  ex- 
pressed tdrough  one  of  his  cabinet  ministers,  to  withdraw  my  request  for  the  publica- 
tion of  my  memorandum. 

As  the  special  object  for  wlnrU  the  niemnranduui  wuh  prepared  has  not  been  acoom- 

Slished,  and  in  view  of  the  luct  stated  in  your  excellency's  memoraudum,  that  the 
[exican  Government  is  desirous  of  entering  upon  treaty  negotiatious  for  the  adjust- 
ment of  the  questions  therein  referred  to.  I  do  not,  therefore,  regard  it  as  either  desir- 
able or  opportune  to  continue  the  discussion.  I  have,  however,  to  request  that  the 
present  note  may  be  included  in  any  publication  which  the  Mexican  Government  may 
think  pi-oper  to  make  of  the  memoranda. 

It  is  pleasant  for  me  to  have  this  opportunity  to  repeat  to  your  excellency  the  assur- 
ances of  my  very  distinguished  consideration. 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 
To  his  excellency  I.  L.  Vallarta, 

Minuter  of  Foreign  AffairSf  Mexico. 
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Mr,  Fo9ter  to  Mr,  EvarU* 

(Foreign  Relations,  1877,  page  419.) 
I 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

MexicOf  July  13, 1877. 

Sir  :  The  report  of  the  oonferenoe  had  between  General  Ord,  commanding  the  Amer- 
ican forces  in  Texas,  and  General  Trevifio,  the  Mexican  commander  on  the  Kio  Grande 
frontier,  reached  this  city  through  the  newspapers  of  the  United  States  by  last  mail, 
and  the  results  of  said  conference  have  been  the  subject  of  considerable  discussion  in 
the  Mexican  press. 

The  report  of  the  conference  as  received  here  is  that  contained  in  the  telegram  of 
'General  Ord  to  Lieutenant-Greneral  Sherman,  dated  Fort  Clark,  Texas,  June  19,  in 
which,  referring  to  General  Trevifio,  he  says : 

'*  There  is  a  good  understanding  between  ns  on  the  basis  of  my  instructions  regarding 
prompt  action  to  suppress  marauding  and  the  co-operation  of  our  troops  on  both  sides 
of  the  river  in  necessary  ]>ur8uit.'' 

Some  of  the  opposition  press  have  interpreted  this  report  of  General  Ord  to  mean 
that  Trevifio,  in  the  conference,  has  agreed  to  the  passage  of  American  troops  across 
the  boundary  into  Mexican  territory  in  pursuit  of  raiders,  and  have  accordingly  harshly 
attacked  the  administration  of  General  Diaz  for  permitting  the  national  territory  to 
be  violated  and  for  humiliating  the  Mexican  nation  by  yielding  to  the  demands  of  the 
United  States.  The  Diario  Oficial,  the  government  official  organ,  has  replied  that 
General  Trevifio  has  made  no  such  agreement  for  the  passage  of  American  troops  into 
Mexico,  and  that  the  government  has  not  receded  from  the  position  assumed  in  the 
order  of  the  minister  of  war,  of  Idth  ultimo,  requiring  the  commander  on  the  northern 
frontier  to  resist  by  force  any  passage  of  the  frontier  oy  American  troops,  and  demand- 
ing the  recall  or  modification  of  the  instructions  to  General  Ord  on  that  point.  I  inclose 
a  translation  of  the  Diario  Oficial's  reply.  Since  these  articles  have  appeared  General 
TreviQo's  official  report  of  the  conference  with  General  Ord  has  been  published,  a 
translation  of  which  I  herewith  transmit. 

It  will  be  seen  that  he  expressly  states  that  he  declined  General  Ord's  proposition 
for  the  reciprocal  passage  of  the  frontier  by  the  troops  of  either  nation  in  pursuit  of 
outlaws. 

General  Trevifio  makes  an  important  statement  in  his  report  in  regard  to  the  Lipan 
Indians,  whose  continued  residence  in  Mexico  near  the  frontier  has  been  the  principal 
cause  of  the  recent  raids,  murders,  and  robberies  in  Texas. 

Attention  is  also  called  to  the  character  of  the  force  which  he  proposes  to  employ 
to  co-operate  with  the  American  troops,  and  to  suppress  the  raids  and  outlawry  on 
the  frontier.  He  intimates  that  the  regular  federal  troops  cannot  be  stationed  on  that 
border  because  they  *'  disperse  for  different  causes,''  which  I  understand  to  mean  that 
they  dissolve  by  desertion,  as  was  stated  to  me  by  the  former  administration,  as  an 
excuse  for  not  sending  troops  to  that  region.  General  Trevifio  states  that  he  has  taken 
steps  to  organize  a  volunteer  force  from  the  vicinity  of  the  border,  to  which  he  pro- 
]>oses  to  intrust  the  protection  of  the  Rio  Grande,  and  urges  upon  the  government  the 
importance  of  providing  for  their  support  and  prompt  payment. 

In  my  opinion  there  are  two  objections  to  intrusting  the  preservation  of  the  peace 
and  order  of  the  border  to  such  a  volunteer  force.  First,  being  an  independent  corps, 
unlisted  at  a  much  higher  rate  of  pay  than  the  regular  troops,  removed  a  great  dis- 
tance from  the  federal  treasury,  and  beyond  the  reach  of  custom-houses  likely  to 
possess  federal  receipts,  there  is  great  danger  that  their  subsistence  and  pay  will  be 
neglected.  Second,  being  composed  of  residents  of  the  Rio  Grande,  there  is  a  possi- 
bility that  they  may  be  subject  to  the  objection  which  I  have  repeatedly  made  to  the 
local  authorities,  their  sympathy  or  complicity  with  the  robbers,  and,  being  an  inde- 
pendent corps,  the^  will  not  be  subject  to  the  same  discipline  and  restraint  as  the  reg- 
ular troopsj  and  will  be  as  likely  to  provoke  hostility  as  to  repress  raids. 

I  regard  it  as  imperative  on  the  part  of  Mexico  to  adopt  much  more  effective  meas- 
ures than  those  proposed  by  General  Trevifio,  in  order  to  discharge  its  international 
•obligationn  on  the  Kio  Grande. 
I  am,  &4i,, 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 
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flnolosure.] 

General  Trevino's  report  of  his  interview  tvUh  General  Ord, 

Constitutional  Army, 
Headquarters  of  the  Line  of  the  North, 

Monterey  J  June  30,  1877. 
To  ihe  Citizen  Minister  of  War: 

Od  my  way  to  this  city  I  received  the  iDBtmctions  whicb  the  federal  government 
commanioated  to  me  by  telegraph  throngh  Qeneral  Canales,  and,  in  view  of  their  im- 
portance, I  sent  a  courier  to  General  Ord,  telling  him  that  I  would  communicate  to 
him  the  instructions  I  had  received  from  my  government  by  means  of  a  commissioner, 
as  ordered  by  your  department.  That  commissioner  ad  hoc,  Mr.  Bibiano  L.  Yillareal, 
is  preparing  for  his  journey,  and  he  will  surely  be  on  the  road  to-day  or  to-morrow. 

During  my  stay  in  Piedras  Negras,  I  was  visited  by  General  Ord,  military  chief  of 
the  American  line,  for  the  purpose  of  conferring  upon  the  manner  of  preventing  the 
depredations  made  for  robbery  which  are  expenenced  on  both  sides  of  the  Bravo  (Rio 
Grande.) 

General  Ord  saw  me  at  my  quarters ;  I  returned  his  visit,  goinjo;  to  his  quarters ;  I 
visited  his  camps  in  the  vicinity,  and  we  had  a  conference.  He  claimed  that  the  forces 
of  either  nation,  in  following  the  trail  of  robbers,  might  continue  the  pursuit  into  the 
adjoining  territory,  reporting  their  operations  to  the  authorities  of  the  respective  ter- 
ritory, for  their  information  and  aid ;  and,  in  order  the  better  to  support  his  position, 
he  cited  to  me  the  case  in  which  he  had  permitted  a  Mexican  force  from  Sonora  to  con- 
tinue into  American  territoi^  the  pursuit  of  a  party  of  Indians,  besides  aiding  our  forces 
with  his  troops  and  furnishing -the  supplies  they  needed. 

In  reply  I  manifested  to  said  general  that  the  authorization  which  we  were  discnss- 
inj^  could  not  be  granted  by  either  him  or  me  in  virtue  of  our  own  power,  not  even 
with  the  acquiescence  of  our  governments,  if  it  should  not  have  the  approbation  of 
the  respective  chambers  or  Congress,  and  much  less  could  I  do  anythmg  in  such  a 
difficult  question,  as  I  had  no  express  authority  to  deal  with  it  in  any  manner  ;  that 
the  pursuit  of  banditti  being  an  urgent  duty  of  the  authorities,  and  even  of  private 
citizens,  and  to  stop  the  complaints  which,  with  or  without  foundation,  are  frequently 
made  by  the  press  of  both  countries  in  regard  to  the  conduct  of  the  authorities  of  the 
two  nations,  I  would  take  every  measure  for  the  purpose  of  punishing  the  crimes  that 
might  be  perpetrated  on  the  American  line  by  inhabitants  or  residents  of  our  territory, 
stationing  troops  of  the  line  at  convenient  points,  and  establishing  vigilant  forces  to 
patrol  our  desert  places. 

I  also  assured  mm  that  those  stations  or  forces  being  apprised  in  good  time  of  incur- 
sions made  by  Mexicans  to  the  left  bank  of  the  Bravo  (Rio  Grande),  they  would  have 
the  best  results  in  the  apprehension  of  the  delinquents,  as  they  would  operate  in  a 
country  well  known  to  them  and  against  known  persons,  thus  guaranteeing  the  secur- 
ity of  honest  travelers  or  residents,  who  might  easily  be  confounded  with  banditti  by 
strangers  having  no  acquaintance  with  them. 

With  this,  ana  the  promise  to  communicate  to  General  Ord  the  instructions  which 
I  might  receive  on  the  subject  from  my  government,  and  with  the  promise  which  he 
made  on  his  part  to  prevent  the  organization  of  bands  proposing  the  invasion  of  our 
territory,  even  under  the  pretext  of  a  political  object,  we  terminated  our  conference. 
I  should  add  that  in  the  conferences  Greneral  Ord  always  manifested  that  his  govern- 
ment did  not  propose  any  act  hostile  to  onr  conntry. 

On  my  return  from  Piedras  Negras,  I  left  some  regular  forces  stationed  on  the  Sabi- 
nas  River,  and  being  persuaded  that  the  Lipan  Indians  are  a  constant  threat  to  our 
security,  and  by  the  depredations  on  the  left  of  the  Bravo  (Rio  Grande)  miti[ht  even 
complicate  our  relations  with  the  neighboring  nation,  I  ^ave  orders  to  Colonel  Nuncio 
to  apprehend  them  and  hold  them  prisoners  at  the  disposition  of  the'govemment. 
These  Indians  are  the  remnants  of  the  tribe  who,  on  account  of  their  treachery,  were 
almost  destroyed  by  the  deceased  General  Znazda.  They  continue  to  be  as  treacher- 
ous as  ever,  and  are  always  lazy,  except  when  they  are  engaged  in  robbery,  which 
constitutes  their  patrimony. 

My  opinion  is  that,  once  apprehended,  they  should  be  taken  to  the  interior,  divided 
there  among  workshops  or  charitable  institutions,  where  they  could  be  educated  or 
taught  to  work,  according  to  their  sex  and  age. 

I  also  ordered  the  organization  of  a  mounted  force  of  auxiliary  troops,  at  the  gov- 
ernment expense  and  well  paid,  to  perform  the  service  of  the  line  of  the  Bravo  (Rio 
Grande).  That  force,  being  volunteers,  well  paid,  and  composed  of  men  acquainted 
with  the  country  in  which  they  are  to  serve,  will  be  the  one  that  will  principally  com- 
ply with  the  promise  I  made  the  American  officer,  and  with  it  alone  that  service  can 
be  performed,  because  there  the  troops  of  the  line  disperse  for  different  causes,  which 
I  have  already  stated  to  the  supreme  government. 

Id  order  to  give  the  security  we  owe  to  our  citizens,  who  are  frequently  the  victims 
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of  robberies,  the  spoils  of  which  are  carried  to  the  other  side  of  the  Bravo  (Rio  Grande) ; 
in  order  to  maintain  the  good  relations  which  should  unite  us  with  the  inhabitants  of 
the  neighboring  nation,  and  in  order  to  give  respectability  to  our  territory  which  is 
exposed  to  unlustifiabie  invasions,  I  hope  that  your  department  will  approve  the 
measures  which  I  have  mentioned,  attending  promptly  to  the  payment  of  said  forces. 

I  have  been  more  extended  than  I  inten<&d  in  order  to  acquaint  the  government 
with  what  occurred  at  my  interview  with  General  Ord. 

On  the  return  of  the  commissioner,  whom  iu  compliance  with  orders  from  your  depart- 
ment,  communicated  on  the  18th  instant,  I  send  to  that  general,  I  will  report  to  you 
the  result. 

Liberty  in  the  constitution. 

G.  TREVIKO. 


The  Secretary  of  H^ar  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 

(H.  Ex.  Doc.  13,  45th  Cong.,  Ist  sees.,  page  175.) 

War  Dbpartmbnt, 
Washington  City,  July  17,  1877. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  for  your  information  copy  of  a  telegram  of  the  14th 
instant  to  General  Ord,  confirming  and  explaining  previous  instructions,  and  directing 
him  to  ascertain  and  report  as  to  the  efficiency  of  General  Treviflo's  force  to  suppress 
raids  and  return  stolen  property,  and  to  telegraph  Trevi&o^s  letter  and  instructions  pre- 
viously referred  to.  Also  copy  of  a  telegram  of  same  date  from  General  Ord  in  regard 
to  his  plans. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

GEO.  W.  MoCRARY, 

Secretary  of  War, 
Hon.  Secretary  of  State. 


[TolegrMii.] 

Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

ADJUTAin'-GENERAL'S  OFFICE, 

Washingtonj  July  14, 1877. 
General  Ord,  Commanding  Department  of  Texas,  San  Antonio : 

Your  telegram  of  yesterday  received.  The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  you  ascer- 
tain and  report  what  force  General  Trevifio  has  under  his  command^  where  they  are 
stationed,  and  whether,  in  your  judgment,  he  has  the  ability  at  such  points  and  the  dis- 
position to  aid  effectively  in  suppressing  raids,  and  to  capture  and  return  stolen  prop- 
erty which  may  be  carried  across  the  larder.  You  will  also  telegraph,  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  Secretary,  General  Trevlfio's  letter  and  his  instructions,  to  which  you 
refer. 

The  Secretary  further  communicates  to  you  that  your  orders  heretofore  given  are  in 
all  things  confirmed.  They  do  not  contemplate  your  passing  the  border  in  pursuit  when 
there  is  a  Mexican  force  ready  to  execute  the  duty  of  suppressing  and  punishing  these 
predatory  incursions  into  our  territory. 

When  a'Mexican  force  is  present  to  intercept  retreating  raiders  you  will  leave  the 
performance  of  that  duty  on  the  Mexican  side  of  the  line  to  such  force. 

In  each  case  report  promptly  the  occurrence  and  the  result  of  the  Mexican  dealing 
with  the  marauders. 

THOMAS  M.  VINCENT, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

fTelegnuu.J 

San  Antonio,  Tex.,  July  13, 1877. 
General  Townsend, 

Adjutant' General,  Washington,  D,  C: 

To-dav  Mr.  Villareal  presents  a  letter  from  General  Trevifio,  with  a  copy  of  the  latter's 
instructions  from  Mexico,  which  are  to  the  effect  that  he  must  use  force  to  rppel  cross- 
ing into  Mexico  as  a  violation  of  treaties,  &c.  He  requests  that  I  suspend  crossing  my 
troops  until  treaty  can  be  made  to  provide  against  raiding.  Have  answered  him  that 
my  instructions  require  me  to  cross  after  raiders  as  long  as  they  are  permitted  to  orosa 
from  other  side,  and  their  plunder  is  not  returned,  but  will  forward  his  request ;  and 
I  now  ask,  are  my  instructions  still  in  force  f  Am  massing  troops  enough  to  cross  if 
necessary,  notwithstanding  any  force  likely  to  be  brought  against  them. 

BT\9aA\«f-Gtw«Mi\^ 
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[Telegnun  reoeived  in  cipher  from  San  Antonio,  Tex ,  July  14, 1877.J 

To  Adjutant-General,  United  States  Army: 

I  don't  wish  rov  telegram  of  yesterday  to  be  understood  as  asking  new  instmctions. 
Those  I  haye  will  aohleye  the  desired  result,  for,  rather  endure  the  expense  and  unpon- 
ularity  consequent  upon  keeping  nei^'ly  everybody  in  the  field  to  meet  the  respectable 
force  I  am  ooUecting  to  follow  raiders'  attack,  Trevifio  will  soon  feel  disposed  to  follow 
and  settle  with  them  himself,  and  thus  make  it  unnecessary  for  me  to  do  so.  The  graz- 
ing near  Fort  Clark  is  so  good  this  season  that  it  is  economy  to  assemble  my  cavalry 
there.    The  troops  move  with  government  transportation. 

ORD, 
Brigadier^  General 

The  Secretary  of  War  to  the  Secretary  qf  State. 

(H.  Ex.  Doc.  13,  45th  Cong.,  1st  sess.,  p.  176.) 

War  Department, 
i^ashington  City,  July  18,  1877. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  for  your  information,  a  copy  of  a  telegram  of  the 
16th  instant  from  General  Ord,  reporting  the  estimated  number  of  General  Trevifio's 
force  on  the  Sio  Grande  border,  and  expressing  the  opinion  that  General  Trevifio  will 
be  unable  to  suppress  the  raiding  unless  assisted  by  the  frontier  i>eople  who  deal  in 
plunder. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  W.  McCRARY, 

Secretary  of  War. 
Hon.  Secretary  of  State. 


[Telegram.] 

San  Antonio,  Tex.,  July  16,  1877. 
General  Vincent, 

Asaistant  Adjutant-Generalf  Washingtonf  D,  C: 

In  reply  to  telegram  of  yesterday,  I  report  the  impracticability  of  learning  the  num- 
ber or  stations  of  General  Trevifio's  forces,  which  nave  no  field  stations,  and  extend 
over  four  States,  mainly  deserts.  They  are  estimated  from  four  hundred  to  three 
thousand.  Think  him  unable  to  suppress  raiding  unless  assisted  bv  people  of  frontier 
towns,  who  deal  in  stolen  horses,  and  might  render  that  aid  if  under  great  apprehen- 
sions. I  think  he  is  disposeil  to  yield  to  their  wishes  and  promise  as  usual.  Transla- 
tion of  his  letter  will  be  telegraphed.  The  orders  he  sends  are  the  same  as  presented 
by  Mr.  Mata  to  the  cabinet  June  2,  and  published  in  the  daily  papers ;  shall  I  telegraph 
them  f  They  contain  some  fourteen  hundred  words.  Mr.  Villareal  says  that  Trevifio 
has  or  will  have  four  hundred  men  to  operate  against  raiding  Indians.  From  what  I 
hear,  his  cavalry  are  partly  mounted  on  horses  stolen  from  this  side  by  Indians. 

ORD, 
Brigadier-Generaly  Department  Texas, 


General  Ord  to  the  Adfutant-General. 
(H.  Ex.  Doc.  13,  45th  Cong.  1st  sess.,  p.  177.) 

[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  Texas, 

San  AntoniOf  Texas^  July  18, 1877. 
Ai>jutant-General,  Washingtonf  D,  C: 

The  following  just  received  from  Shafter : 

**  Following  Just  received :  ^  Ellis  and  Van  Vliet  go  down  to  Frio  and  Sabinal.' 

•*  Camp  Wood,  July  18. 
"  Colonel  SCHAFTER : 

"  Indians  reported  here  on  15th,  all  on  foot ;  have  not  stole  horses  yet.  Believe 
they  will  ^o  to  Frio  and  Sabinal  Canyons.  Can  you  send  detachments  down  main 
road  as  far  as  Uvalde  or  Dhanis  f    Will  let  you  know  anything  further. 

"PAT  DOLAN, 
"  Lieutenant,  Commanding  Company  FJ* 

No -doubt  these  Indians  will  get  off  with  a  herd  of  horses,  about  full  moon,  for  Mex- 
ico; have  heard  of  Trevifio's  troops  only  at  Piedras  Negras  and  Laredo.  Should  my 
troops  strike  the  raiders'  return  trail,  are  they  authorized  to  cross  on  it  at  other  points 
than  those  named  f 

ORD, 
BiHgadier-General, 


APPENDIX    B.  267 

[Telegnun.] 

Hkadquarters  Dkpartmbnt  of  Texas, 

San  Antonio,  Texa9,  July  19, 1877. 
Adjutant-General,  Wcuihington,  7>.  C: 

To  explain  telegram  of  yesterdav,  there  are  scattered  aloug  the  Rio  Grande,  Coahaila, 
ranches,  and  at  long  intervals,  villages  as  high  up  as  the  mouth  of  San  Felipe,  near 
where  I  have  a  cavalry  company ;  above  that  the  country  is  almost  a  desert ;  even 
Mr.  Villareal  stated  to  me  that  it  would  have  to  be  explored  before  their  troops  could 
operate  in  it.  The  Lipan  Indians  trade  among  the  villages  west  and  .southwest  of 
Eagle  Pass,  but  hide  their  stolen  plunder  in,  and  when  pressed  ao  to,  the  mountain  and 
desert  djstrict  laid  down  on  sheet  No  2,  Gillespie's  map,  of  1876,  of  the  western  Terri- 
tories, as  "  Terreno  Desconnoddo,^^  and  on  the  last  French  map  in  General  Humphrey's 
office  as  ^^Pays  %ntxplor4,^^  Here  it  was  that  Bullis  followed  them  lately.  Now,  if  I 
cross  on  trails  below  San  Felipe,  my  troops  may  find  some  detached  party* of  irregulars 
or  troops  from  the  towns  come  to  oppose  them,  but  there  is  hardly  a  probability  of  op- 
position if  trails  are  followed  across  above  San  Felipe. 

Every  effort  has  been  taken  on  my  part  to  learn  stations  of  Mexican  troops,  and  I 
have  sent  Trevifio  copies  of  my  last  instructions,  asking  to  be  (in  accordance  with  his 
instructions  from  his  government)  furnished  with  disposition  of  his  troops  to  apprehend 
and  punish  raiders,  that  I  may  better  carry  out  my  instructions  in  the  premises. 

ORD, 
Brigadier-Gmeral, 


[Telegram.] 


Headquarters  Department  of  Texas, 

8an  Antonio,  Tex,,  July  19,  1877. 
Adjutant-Gene  RAD,  Washingiotiy  D,  C.  : 

I  yesterday  telegraphed  Migor  Schofield  to  notify  Trevifio,  or  the  commandante  of 
Mexican  forces  around  Piedras  Negras,  General  Narai^o,  that  Indians  were  again  in 
Texas  from  Mexico,  and  would  probably  cross  back  below  Fort  Duncan  when  they 
went  out  with  the  plunder,  asking  his  efforts  to  arrest  them.  His  reply  shows  what 
I  may  expect  from  their  efforts.    It  is  as  follows : 

**  Piedras  Negras,  1877.    (Received  at  San  Antonio,  July  19, 11.40  a.  m.) 

"To  General  E.  O.  C.  Ord  : 

"  By  the  communication  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  transmit  to  the  commanding 
officer  at  Fort  Duncan,  I  am  informed  that  a  party  of  Indians  have  crossed  into  Texas, 
and  who  will  very  likely  take  the  direction  of  this  side  of  the  Rio  Grande  or  its  vicin- 
ity. On  my  part,  I  l^ve  taken  steps  conformable  to  the  forces  that  I  have  scattered 
on  this  line,  in  order  that  they  pursue  if  they  come  and  cross  over ;  and  if  they  are  not 
persecuted  with  tenacity  at  the  moment,  it  is  on  account  of  the  alarm  and  constant 
threatening  in  which  the  inhabitants  are  thrown  by  Weicar  and  Escobedo,  caused  by 
the  organizing  of  forces,  which  they  have  been  doing  for  many  days,  in  the  villages  of 
this  line ;  but  as  soon  as  all  this  ceases  I  shall  commence  the  campaign  against  them, 
according  to  superior  orders  that  I  have. 

"NARANJO." 

ORD,  Brigadier-General, 


General  Ord  to  Adjutant-General, 

(H.  Ex.  Doc.  13,  45th  Cong.,  1st  sess.,  p.  187.) 

[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  Texas, 

San  Antonio,  Tex,,  July  21,  1877. 
Adjutant-General,  Washington,  D,  C, : 

The  following  is  in  reply  to  request  through  Mr.  Villareal  to  be  informed  of  disposi- 
tion of  Mexican  forces  to  intercept  raiders : 

**  Sefior  y.  L.  Villareal  arrived  to-day.    He  has  informed  me  of  the  kindness  with 
which  he  has  been  treated  by  you.    In  view  of  the  information  he  has  given  me,  and 
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of  the  InstmctioDs  that  I  have  from  Qeneral  Trevifio,  I  now  isane  orders  to  my  troops 
ou  the  river  Salado,  my  second  line,  to  march  to  cover  those  I  now  have  engaged  in 
watching  Escobedo  and  Winker  (two  of  Lerdo's  officials).  As  soon  as  these  troops 
reach  me,  I  shall  so  dispose  that  those  I  have  on  this  line,  and  more  that  I  shall  bring 
together  of  scont-soldiers,  shall  look  oat  for  the  Indian  part  of  the  campaigi.  On 
effecting  this,  I  shall  commnnicate  my  movements  to  the  head  American  officer  of 
the  line  here  and  to  yon  as  principal/'  &c. 

'*  Constitntional  army,  Line  of  the  North,  Piedras  Negras,  Jaly  19,  1877. 

"  General  second  in  chief,  F.  NARAN JO.'' 

The  following,  more  explicit,  Jost  received : 

''  The  stations  of  Trevifio's  cavalry,  as  given  me  by  Schnchardt,  who  says  frym  relia- 
ble information,  viz:  One  hundred  at  Camargo;  one  hundred  and  sixty  at  Laredo; 
one  hondred  and  fifty  at  Valleta,  three  miles  from  Piedras  Negras ;  one  hundred  at 
Juarez,  and  two  hundred  and  ninety  in  small  parties  in  the  villages  of  the  district  of 
Monclova. 

"  SHATTER." 

ORD, 
Brigadier-General, 


The  Secretary  of  War  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  other  communications  relating  to  the 

arrest  of  General  Eacobedo. 

(H.  Ex.  Doc.  45th  Cong.,  Ist  sess.,  pp.  189,  201,  and  115.) 

War  DRPARTltENT, 

WashingUm  City,  July  24,  1877. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  telegram  from 
General  Ord  reporting  artest  of  the  Mexican  General  Escobedo  and  others  chai^ged 
with  contemplated  violation  of  neutrality  laws  and  their  release  on  bonds. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


The  honorable  the  Sscrbtary  of  State. 
Similar  letter  addressed  to  the  Attorney-General. 


GEO.  W.  McCRARY, 

Secretary  of  War, 


[Telegrmm.] 

San  Antonio,  July  22, 1877.    (deceived  9.25  p.  m.) 

To  Abjutant-Genkral,  WashingUmy  D.  C. : 

The  following  Just  received  from  Colonel  Price,  dated  Ringgold  Barracks,  July  21  : 
**  Upon  application  of  United  States  commissioner,  in  the  absence  of  the  marshal,  I 
this  morning  arrested  General  M.  Escobedo,  Colonel  Mancheco,  Colonel  Lever,  Colonel 
Damla,  Colonel  Gk>nla8,  with  ten  or  twelve  other  officers,  who  were  reported  as  about 
to  cross  the  river  and  violate  the  neutrality  law  of  the  United  States.  .  They  were 
brought  before  the  United  States  commissioner  at  1  p.  m.  They  waived  examination 
and  were  released  under  bond  to  keep  the  peace.  This  was  done  by  Price  in  accoid- 
ance  with  my  orders.  I  think  the  commissioner  should  be  instructed  to  exact  a  bond, 
but  would  enforce  the  laws." 

ORD, 
Brigadier-General, 

War  Department, 
Washington^  August  13,  1877. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  for  your  information  copy  of  papers  ip  relation  to 
the  arrest  of  General  Escobedo  and  other  Mexicans,  who.  it  is  assumed,  were  about  to 
cross  from  Texas  into  Mexico  and  violate  the  neutrality  laws  of  the  United  States. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  W.  McCRARY, 

Secretary  of  War. 
The  honorable  the  Secretary  o?  State. 
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[TelegTMn.J 

HEAi>QnAirrBRS  Military  Division  of  the  Missouri, 

Chicago,  111,,  August  8, 1877. 
General  £.  D.  Townssnd,  Washington,  D,  C, : 

The  following  dispatch  from  General  Ord  is  respectfully  forwarded : 
**  Schofield,  commanding  Fort  Dnnoan,  telegraphs  that  he  struck  a  small  camp  of 
Mexican  revolntionists  shortly  after  snnrise,  morning  of  5th  instant,  and  took  what 
there  was  in  it,  namely,  forty-fonr  men  and  forty- three  horses ;  fonnd  very  few  arms. 
They  were  regularly  organized  companies  under  Valdez.  Only  two  officers  captured ; 
•others  ahsent  at  Laredo  and  San  Antonio.  Deputy  United  States  marshal  was  with 
me.  I  hold  prisoners  at  post  for  him.  Lieutenant  BuUis  surrounded  a  notorious  thiev- 
ing-ranch  a  few  miles  in  Mexico  on  morning  of  4th,  where  Shafter  had  notification  that 
stock  recently  stolen  was  secreted.  Got  five  American  horses ;  two  of  them  taken  from 
Bmoketsville  a  short  time  ago.  No  one  hurt,  nor  a  shot  fired.  He  returned  to  this  side 
yesterday  at  noon.'' 

R.  C.  DRUM, 
Assistant  Adjutant-GeneraL 

RiNOOOLD  Barracks,  Texas, 

July  21,  1877. 

Lieutenant  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  facts  in  relation  to  the  arrest 
of  General  M.  Escobedo  and  other  officers,  which  took  place  to-day,  telegrams  concern- 
ing which  I  have  just  forwarded : 

On  Saturday,  the  15th  instant,  a  horse-race  was  the  ostensible  cause  for  the  gathering 
of  between  three  and  four  hundred  mounted  and  armed  Mexicans  at  a  point  midway 
between  the  post  and  the  town  of  Rio  Grande  City,  just  outside  the  line  of  the  reserva- 
tion. General  Escobedo  and  his  officers  were  with  them ;  they  were  all  armed  with 
rifies  and  pistols,  and  quite  a  number  wore  sabers;  and  as  far  as  we  could  learn  they 
were  strangers  in  this  vicinity.  I  had  previously  telegraphed,  on  the  6th  instant,  giv- , 
ing  my  impressions  and  asking  instrnctions,  which  I  received  in  telegraphic  orders  of 
date  of  lOtn  instant. 

Between  8  and  9  o'clock,  on  the  night  of  the  10th  instant,  after  the  dispatch  had 

Fassed  down  to  Brownsville,  Greneral  Escobedo  left  here,  going  toward  Brownsville, 
learned  that  he  had  passed  around  the  town  of  Edinburg  about  11  a.  m.  the  follow- 
ing day,  and  went  to  Davila's  ranch ;  is  five  miles  below  town.  He  returned  here  at 
11.30  a.  m.  on  the  13th  instant.  I  had  leaVned  much  of  their  operations  during  this 
interval,  and  at  times  imagined  that  Escobedo  rather  looked  for  or  consented  to  some 
intervention  by  the  United  States  authorities,  in  hope  that  it  would  give  him  strength 
and  sympathy  in  his  own  country. 

On  the  20th,  I  learned  from  sources  that  I  deemed  reliable  that  the  steamer  Ackley 
would  arrive  the  next  dayj;  that  there  were  arms  and  munitions  on  board  of  her ;  that 
she  was  to  go  up  to  Camargo,  and  would  land  the  arms  at  the  mouth  of  the  San  Juan 
River,  on  the  Mexican  side,  six  miles  above  this  post.  1  also  learned  that  there  were 
between  fifty  and  onehundred  horses  concentrated  at  the  Remolinos  ranch,  on  this  side 
of  the  river,  opposite  the  San  Juan.  I  believed  that  the  movement  would  take  place 
shortly  after  the  arrival  of  the  steamer,  and  had  proof  to  substantiate  it.  Under  these 
circumstances  I  deemed  it  my  duty  to  act  and  take  such  measures  as  I  con  Id  to  pre- 
^rve  the  neutrality  laws.  The  organized  force  in  camp  above  town  I  could  take,  in 
compliance  with  my  orders.  But  nearly  all  the  testimony  I  had  was  derived  mostly 
from  Mexicans,  and'all  was  directed  toward  Escobedo  as  the  principal  mover.  Knowing 
such  to  be  the  case,  complaint  was  lodged  with  the  United '  States  comndsaioner  by 
accompanying  affidavit,  and  in  the  absence  of  the  United  States  marshal,  I  was  re- 
■questeid  to  serve  the  writ.  The  accompanying  papers  show  the  legal  portion  of  the 
transaction. 

Captain  Famsworth,  whose  morning  mounted  drill  had  been  conducted  for  the  pre- 
vious ten  days  north  of  the  post,  through  and  beyond  the  town,  moved  out  at  the  usual 
hour  for  drill.  He  was  joined  by  the  United  States  commissioner  the  other  side  of 
town.  The  latter  was  familiar  with  and  designated  the  parties  named  in  the  writ : 
■Colonel  Mancheco,  Colonel  Davilla,  Colonel  Cristo,  Colonel  Valaviciucia,  and  Colonel 
Gaules.  Fourteen  officers  were  required  to  repair  to  the  court-house.  Order  for  Cap- 
tain Famsworth  inclosed.  Captain  Fechet,  with  a  aei^eaut  and  three  men,  was 
directed  to  go  to  the  house  of  Mr.  Kelsey,  where  Escobedo,  Colonels  Monroy  and  Lever, 
of  his  immediate  staff,  were  stopping.  He  followed  Captain  Famsworth  in  fifteen 
minutes,  and  the  arrents  were  made  simultaneously.  The  latter  gave  their  parole  to  be 
present  at  the  court-house  when  required. 

The  steamer  Ackley  arrived  between  9  and  10  o'clock  a.  m.  On  that  boat  were  eight 
<cases  of  Remington  breech- loading  arms  and  ammunition.    They  were  not  on  the  man- 
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ife8ty  shipped  by,  nor  coDsigned  to  any  one ;  no  definite  marks  on  the  boxes,  and  no 
one  wished  to  claim  them. 

I  did  not  deem  it  necessary  to  issue  an  order  in  regard  to  the  arms  or  horses,  unless 
called  npon  by  the  United  States  commissioner  or  the  marshal  to  do  so. 

The  arms  were,  later  in  the  day,  taken  to  the  store  of  Mr.  Bombaok.  At  1  a.  m.  the 
witnesses  had  been  summoned  and  the  parties  appeared  in  the  commissioner's  coort. 
They  had  all  been  paroled  on  their  honor  to  appear,  and  the  troops  returned  to  camp 
at  8  o'clock  a.  m.  After  hearing  the  complaint  l(>dged  against  them  read,  they,  through 
their  attorney,  Mr.  Kelsey,  waived  an  examination,  and  gave  bonds  to  keep  the  peace 
and  appear  before  the  United  States  court  in  September,  when  they  were  released. 
Everytning  was  conducted  in  a  legal,  dignified,  and  soldierly  manner. 

I  trust  the  action  here  taken  may  meet  with  the  approval  of  superior  authorities.  I 
feel  a  moral  consciousness  of  having  carefully  considered  it,  and  that  it  was  right 

If  the  cause  they  represent  has  the  support  of  any  large  portion  of  the  Mexican  na- 
tion, and  there  is  any  means  and  strength  in  the  movement,  the  placing  of  these  par- 
ties under  a  few  thousand  dollars'  bonds  for  openly  violating  neutrality  within  a  mile 
of  a  United  States  military  post  cannot  certainly  injure  their  cause,  and  may  save  great 
hardships,  unnecessary  loss  of  life,  and  the  shedding  of  blood. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  REDWOOD  PRICE, 
Major  Eighth  Cavalry^  Commanding. 

First  Lieut.  R.  A.  Williams, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  District  Rio  Grande, 


Department  of  State, 

Washington,  August  16,  1877. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the 
13th  instant  in  relation  to  the  arrest  of  General  E^scobedo  and  other  Mexicans,  who,  it 
was  assumed,  were  about  to  cross  from  Texas  into  Mexico  and  violate  the  neutrality 
laws  of  the  United  States ;  and  to  express  the  gratification  of  the  department  at  the 
judicious  and  effective  manner  in  which  General  Ord  has  executed  his  instructions  in 
maintaining  the  peace  between  the  two  countries. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 

Acting  Secretary, 
Hon.  George  W.  McCRART, 

Secretary  of  War, 


El  Paso,  Tex.,  August  17, 1877. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  everything  ouiet  here  since  my  communication  of 
the  8th  instant.  The  attack  anticipated  by  the  Mexican  authorities  on  the  10th  instant 
did  not  take  place.  The  ofiScial  notice  of  the  arrest  of  Lerdo  leaders  on  the  Lower  Rio 
Grande  has  had  a  salutary  effect  on  Lerdo's  followers  in  this  vicinity.  It  is  my  firm 
belief  that  all  danger  is  over  from  any  formidable  organization  for  the  invasion  of 
Mexico  from  this  side  of  the  river. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  H.  RUCKER, 
First  Lieutenant,  Regimental  Quartermaster 
Mnth  Cavalry,  and  Military  Commander, 

AcmNO  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 
District  of  New  Mexico,  Santa  Fi,  N.  MA. 


El  Paso,  Tex.,  August  23, 1877. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  everything  quiet  here  since  my  communication  of 
the  17th  instant.    It  is  generally  believed  that  the  few  followers  of  Machono  who  were 
known  to  have  remained  in  this  vicinity  have  left  the  country  for  good. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  H.  RUCKER, 
'First  Lieutenant,  Regimental  Quartermaster,  Islnth  Cavalry, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjitfant-General, 
District  of  New  Mexico,  Santa  FS,  N  Mex, 
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[Indorsement.  1 

Headquarters  District  of  New  Mexico, 

Santa  ¥6,  N,  Mex,,  September  b,  1877. 

Respeotfally  forwarded  to  the  assistant  adjutant-general,  Department  of  the  Missonri. 
Matters  seem  qniet  enough  at  £1  Paso.    The  appearance  of  the  troops,  impressing  the^ 
certainty  of  captnre  of  parties  In  attempted  raid  m  the  Lerdo  interest,  has  so  alarmed 
them  that  they  have  left  the  country,  or  given  up  all  hope  of  Lerdo's  success. 
It  will  be  well  to  keep  an  officer  at  £1  Paso,  however,  for  some  months  to  come. 

£DWARD  HATCH, 
Colonel  Ninth  Cavalry j  Commanding, 


Major  Schofield  to  the  AaHstant  Adjutant-Oeneral, 

(H.  £x.  Doc.  13,  45th  Cong.,  1st  Sess.,  p.  242.) 

Headquarters  Post  of  Fort  Duncan,  Texas, 

August  20,  1877. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  a  scout  made  from  this  post 
by  First  Lieut.  L.  H.  Orleman,  Tenth  Cavalry,  with  twenty  men  of  B  Company,  Tenth 
Cavalry,  from  which  he  has  just  returned. 

Having  received  information  that  Kickapoo  Indians  had  stolen  a  number  of  horses 
on  the  night  of  the  13th  instant,  from  the  ranch  of  one  Juan  Reyes,  on  the  Rio  Grande, 
abont  sixty  miles  below  this  post,  I  Immediately  communicated  it  to  (General  Falcon,^ 
of  the  Mexican  army,  then  at  Piedras  Negras. 

He  at  once  ordered  a  force,  under  Major  Zertuchi,  to  be  gotten  ready  for  field  service, 
and  said  he  would  start  it  by  8  o'clock  the  next  morning  for  the  point  where  the  stolen 
horses  had  been  driven  across  the  river  into  Mexico,  and  asked  if  I  would  send  an  offi- 
cer and  detachment  from  this  post  down  the  river  on  the  American  side  to  co-operate 
with  his  force,  so  far  as  getting  the  right  trail,  the  assistance  of  the  owner  of  the  lost 
stock,  and  all  information  obtainable  were  concerned.  Pursuant  to  this  the  detach- 
ment before  mentioned  left  the  post  at  8.30  a.  m.  on  the  16th.  At  about  11.30  a  com- 
munication from  Qeneral  Falcon  (copv  previously  furnished)  was  handed  me,  in  which 
he  states  that  Mf^or  Zertuchi's  detachment  would  start  at  10  o'clock  instead  of  8,  as 
agreed  upon  the  evening  before,  and  askins  that  the  officer  sent  by  me  might  be  in- 
structed to  assist  Major  Zertuchi  should  the  Uitter  need  assistance,  and  in  a  verbal  mes- 
sage stating  that  his  force  would  not  be  large  enough  to  attack  the  Indians  alone. 

Sffijor  Zertuchi  really  started  at  abont  10.30  a.  m.  I  at  once  dispatched  a  courier  to- 
overtake  Lieutenant  Orleman  with  instructions  as  to  additional  rations  should  he 
pursue  into  Mexico,  informing  him  of  the  late  departure  of  Falcon's  troops,  and  direct- 
ing him  to  spare  no  effort  to  form  a  junction  with  them,  or  in  the  pursuit,  should  they 
find  and  take  the  trail. 

Lieutenant  Orleman  reports  in  substance  as  follows : 

Major  Zertuchi  arrived  opposite  Reyes's  ranch  at  9  a.  m.  of  the  18th ;  crossed  over 
and  talked  with  him :  said  I  nad  twenty  men  and  was  ready  to  prooeea  with  him  on 
the  trail.  He  repliea  that  he  did  not  see  the  necessity  for  any  assistance,  but  that 
should  such  necessity  arise  he  would  call  on  me.  He  said  also  that  he  would  examine 
the  trail,  converse  with  persons  who  had  seen  some  of  the  Indians,  and  then  come 
over  to  tnis  side  and  consult  further  with  me,  which  he  did  at  2  o'clock  p.  m. 

He  had  then  decided  to  start  at  daylight  the  next  morning,  taking  with  him  Jiian 
Reyes,  owner  of  stolen  horses,  and  proceied  to  Gnadaloupe  to  lay  the  case  before  (Gen- 
eral Falcon,  who  wlas  then  at  his  ranch  near  that  place,  saying  that  the  general  had 
troops  enough  and  wonld  send  them  to  capture  the  Indian  camps  and  force  them  to- 

Slve  up  the  thieves  and  the  stolen  horses.  Mfijor  Zertuchi  expressed  the  belief  that 
eneral  Falcon  would  act  at  once  and  with  all  the  force  necessary. 

Mr.  Burbank,  inspector  of  customs,  informed  Lieutenant  Orleman  that  he  saw  ai 
New  Laredo,  during  the  last  week  of  July,  eight  Indians  who  had  passes  signed  by 
General  Trevifio,  and  that  he  understood  there  were  several  more  there. 

Mr.  Reyes  says  that  Indians  had  been  encamped  for  a  number  of  days  at  a  point 
about  one  and  a  half  miles  below  his  ranch  on  the  Mexican  side,  and  that  they  were 
there  up  to  the  day  on  which  his  horses  were  stolen. 

Lieutenant  Orleman  states  that  at  his  second  interview  with  Mfijor  Zertuchi  he  re- 
peated his  offer  to  join  and  assist  him  in  pursuing  the  Indians,  and  that  the  offer  was 
again  declined  on  the  ground  that  General  Falcon  had  four  hundred  men  at  Zaragoza, 
and  that  was .  ufficient  force,  in  his  opinion,  for  all  purposes. 

The  owner  of  the  horses,  Juan  Reyes,  who  was  to  go  with  M^jor  Zertuchi,  was  can- 
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tioned  to  oboenre  cloeely  the  aotioo  of  the  Mexican  aothorities,  and  if  he  foond  that 
they  were  not  exerting  themselvee  to  recover  his  stock  and  to  secore  the  thieves,  to 
report  the  fact  immediately  on  his  retnm  to  the  commanding  officer  at  Fort  Dnncan. 
From  the  foregoing  it  will  be  seen  that  this  onr  third  effort,  recently  made  to  seciure 
A  Joint  pnrsnit  of  Indians  and  Mexicans  with  stolen  stock  in  their  poesession,  and  who 
were  running  this  stock  away  into  the  moantains  of  Mexico,  has  failed. 

In  my  opinion,  any  similar  efforts  that  may  be  made  in  the  future  will  likewise  fail, 
as  I  do  not  believe  the  Mexican  authorities  will  consent  to  our  troops  crossing  over  to 
Join  in  such  pursuit,  or.  if  they  do  consent,  will  thwart  the  enterprise  in  some  way,  as 
they  have  done  up  to  the  present  time. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,    , 

G.  W.  SCHOWELD, 
Major  Tenth  Cavalry,  Commanding  Po9t. 

AcTiNO  Assistant  Adjutamt-Gbneral. 

District  of  the  Nueces,  Fort  Clark,  Texas, 


The  Secretary  oj   War  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 

(H.  Ex.  Doc.  13,  45th  Cong.,  Lst  Sees.,  p.  231.) 

War  Department, 
Washington  City,  September  11,  1877. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  report  of  Mi^.  G. 
W.  Schofield,  Tenth  Cavalry,  giving  result  of  his  application  to  the  Mexican  authori- 
ties for  the  extraditfon  of  the  Lipan  Indians. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  T.  CROSBY, 
Chief  Clerk, 
For  the  Secretary  of  War  in  his  absence. 


Headquarters  Post  of  Fort  Duncan,  Texas, 

August  26,  1877. 

Sir  :  As  directed  by  the  general  commanding  in  a  communication  dated  San  Antonio, 
Tex.,  August  18, 1877, 1  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  statement  of  my  own 
action  and  that  of  the  Mexican  officers,  up  to  the  present  date,  in  connection  with  the 
papers  sent  me  to  be  presented  to  General  Falcon  calling  for  the  extradition  of  certain 
Lipan  Indians. 

Immediately  on  receipt  of  the  papers  I  sent  an  officer  with  them  to  Col.  F.  Nuncio, 
senior  military  officer  at  Piedras  Ne^as,  with  a  note  from  myself.  Colonel  Nuncio 
promptly  replied  that  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  dispose  of  the  matter,  and  at  once  (as 
requested  by  me)  dispatched  the  papers  to  General  Falcon. 

The  substance  of  General  Falcon's  reply  is  supposed  to  be  contained  in  the  inclosed 
communication  from  Colonel  Nuncio  of  this  date.  I  say  supposed,  because  General 
Falcon's  letter  has  not  been  shown  to  me. 

I  feel  that  I  am  not  presuming  in  asserting  the  belief  that  nothing  will  be  done  by 
the  military  authorities  of  Mexico  in  earnest  to  secure  the  persons  of  the  Indians  called 
for. 

Of  course  General  Falcon  could  get  accurate  information  as  to  the  whereabouts  of 
these  Indians  in  less  than  forty-eight  hours  if  he  chose  to  do  so.  Mr.  Schuchardt  told 
me  yesterday  that  the  Lipaas  were  in  camp  not  far  from  Zaragoza ;  that  he  was  so  in- 
formed by  a  Mexican  who  had  just  come  ftom  that  place,  and  that  the  same  Mexican 
had  before  given  valuable  information  which  had  subsequently  been  found  to  be  cor- 
rect. 

It  is  well  known  that  Li  pans  have  been  in  and  about  the  town  of  Zaragoza  several 
times  since  Trevifio  came  to  this  frontier. 

I  respectfully  request  that  the  statements  made  in  Colonel  Nuncio's  communication 
be  sent  to  Judge  Paschal  from  department  headquarters,  if  it  is  deemed  necessary  that 
he  should  be  so  informed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  SCHOFIELD, 
Major  Tenth  Cavalry,  Commanding  Post, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General  Department  of  Texas, 

Sau  Antonio^  Tex. 
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[First  indorsAment.] 

HEADgUARTBRS  DSPARTMEirr  OF  TEXAS, 

San  AnUmiOy  Tex,,  Auffust  30, 1877. 

Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  assistant  a^ntant-geDeral  Military  Division  of  the 
Missouri. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 
Brigadier^Generaly  Commanding, 

[Second  indorsement.  1 

Headquarters  Miijtary  Division  op  the  Missouri, 

ChioagOf  September  5, 1877. 

Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  Acyntant^eneral  of  the  Army. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 
Lieutenant-General f  C&fnrnanding, 

[Third  indorsement.] 

Respectfully  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  copy  for  the  Department  ot 
State. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEim, 

Adjutant-General, 
Adjctant-General*s  Office, 

Septejnher  10, 1877. 


The  Secretary  of  War  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 

(H.  Ex.  Doc.  13,  45th  Cong.,  1st  seas.,  p.  237.) 

War  Department, 
Washmgton  Cityy  October  2, 1877. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  for  your  information  copies  of  instructions  issued 
from  headquarters  district  of  Nueces,  to  Captains  Kennedy  and  Leho  and  Lieutenant 
Jones,  Tenth  Cavalry,  directing  these  officers  to  proceed  on  a  scout,  and,  although 
they  are  directed  to  cross  into  Mexico,  they  understand  that  should  any  Mexican  troops 
be  found  on  the  Mexican  side,  the  instructions  for  '*  co-operation ''  will  apply  to  them, 
and  the  pursuit  will  be  left  to  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  W.  McCRARY, 
Secretary  of  War, 
Hon.  Secretary  of  State. 


Headquarters  District  op  the  Nkuces, 

Fort  Clark,  Texas,  September  12, 1877. 

Sir  :  The  district  commander  directs  that  you  will  proceed  on  the  13th  instant  with 
your  company  on  scout  down  the  Rio  Qrande  as  far  as  Palafox,  following  generally 
the  river  below  Fort  Duncan. 

It  \A  nort  at  all  necessary  that  you  make  lon^  marches,  or  that  yon  go  everv  day.  It 
is  preferable  that  you  camp  for  two  or  three  days  at  a  time,  whenever  yon  nappen  to 
atrike  oreen  grass.  After  yen  get  to  Peouath^,  thirty-five  miles  bdioW  Fort  Duncan, 
j^ou  win  observe  if  any  parties  of  armed  Mexicans  are  on  thi6  side  of  the  river,  ana 
if  yon  find  oampe,  make  them  give  a  satisfactory  account  of  themselves,  or  arrest 
thern^ 

Another  object  of  your  scout^  is  to'haVe  your  coi^pany  near  where  Indians  have  twice 
recently  crossed  stolen  horses  into  Mexico,  and  as  they  were  entirely  quiet  last  moon, 
it  is  probable  they  may  be  over  during  the  coming  one.  Should  yon  get  after  them, 
do  not  hesitate  to  cross  in  pursuit,  and  follow  as  fast  and  as  far  as  you  can,  without 
getting  into  any  of  the  large  towns  of  the  interior,  sending  word  of  your  crossing  at 
the  same  time  to  these  heaac^uarters.  You  will  get  from  Mi^or  Sohofield  a  guide  who 
knows  the  county  on  both  sides  of  the  river. 

You  will  also  select  a  site  for  a  company  of  cavalry  to  have  a  temporary  camp,  either 
on  or  within  a  few  miles  of  the  river,  and  from  forty -five  to  sixty-five  miles  below 
Duncan. 

Start  from  Duncan  with  thirty  days'  rations,  and  use  the  whole  time  in  making  the 
scout ;  and  if  you  desire  yon  can  remain  out  ten  or  fifteen  days  longer. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HELENUS  DODT, 
-4ctiivg  Assistant  Adjulaivi-Oe\veTa\. 

Capt.  W.  B.  Kennedt,  Tenth  Cavalry, 

Camp  Tenth  Cavalry,  an  Pinto,  Texas, 
18  A 
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Headquarters  District  of  the  Nbucks, 

Fort  Clark,  Texas,  September  12,  1877. 

Sir  :  The  district  commander  directs  that  you  willprooeed  to-day  with  the  detach- 
ments of  the  Eighth  Cavalry,  under  Lieutenant  Van  Yliet,  Tenth  Cavalry,  under  Lieu- 
tenant Landon,  the  Tenth  Infantry,  Sergeant  and  Dr.  Baggett,  to  the  falls  of  the  Pecos, 
forty  miles  ahove  Horsehead  crossing  ot.the  Pecos. 

At  that  point  you  will  send  your  train,  with  the  infantry  escort,  to  Fort  Concho, 
and  start  on  a  scout  to  the  lower  part  of  the  Staked  Plains,  going  first  to  south  end 
of  White  Sand  Hills,  then  to  the  upper  end,  and  from  there  either  by  Colonel  Shafter's 
trail  via  Shafter's  Lake  to  Monument  Spring,  or  by  the  Three  Wells,  as  you  prefer. 
From  Monument  Spring  the  district  commander  wishes  you  to  go  to  Ward's  Wells 
and  Sabinas ;  from  there  send  half  your  party  to  the  Five  wells,  or,  if  you  think  best, 
you  can  send  them  by  Colonel  Shaft^r's  last  trail  from  Ward's  Wells,  and  go  yourself 
to  Sabinas,  and  have  the  party  Join  you  there  from  Five  Wells.  Then  go  to  Quates, 
and  if  von  have  time  you  can  go  out  with  part  of  your  men  on  Nolan's  trail  toward 
Quemado.  leaving  it  at  the  nearest  point  and  going  there  for  water. 

If  you  nave  not  the  time  to  spare  to  do  this,  start  on  your  return,  coming  into  head 
of  Concho  from  Quates  in  two  parties,  one  returning  to  Sabinas ;  thence  to  Five  Wells 
and  Mustang  Springs  to  head  of  Concho ;  the  other  party  by  Tobino  Creek,  Sulphur 
Spring,  and  by  Big  Spring  to  same  place. 

There  join  your  detachments  and  return  to  this  post  via  Concho  and  McKavett. 

These  instructions  are  given  you  in  case  you  do  not  find  Indians  or  fresh  trails ;  in 
that  case  you  will  be  expected  to  use  your  own  Judgment  what  to  do. 

In  the  event  of  meeting  Indians  with  passes  from  Fort  Sill,  unless  they  are  accom- 
panied by  soldiers,  you  wUl  capture  them  and  hold  them  until  you  start  on  your  return; 
you  can  then  bring  them  in  or  turn  them  loose,  as  appears  to  you  best. 

You  are  rationed  so  that  you  will  have  thirty  days'  rations  to  start  with  from  the 
falls  of  the  Pecos.    Do  not  nave  j$rour  mules  packed  with  anything  but  eaddles  and 
panniers  until  you  reach  that  point,  so  as  to  nave  them  fresh  for  the  scout. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HELENUS  DODT, 
Acting  Aasiatant  Adjutant' GeneroL 

Lieut.  T.  W.  Jones, 

Tenth  Cavalry,  Fart  Clark,  Texas. 


Headquarters  District  of  the  Nueces, 

Fort  Clark,  Texa$,  September  13,  18d7. 

Sir  :  The  district  commander  directs  that  you  will  proceed  with  your  company  and 
detachment  Tenth  Infantry,  under  Lieutenant  Davis,  to  Colonel  Shatter's  supply  camp 
of  last  year  on  the  Pecos. 

There  leave  the  infantry  to  guard  your  supplies,  and  with  your  company  start  on 
scout  up  the  Rio  Grande  toward  San  Carlos,  Mexico,  and  south  of  Fort  Davis. 

Lieutenant  Bullis,  who  was  recently  scouting  the  same  country,  saw  several  trails  of 
small  parties  passing  through.  You  are  liable  to  find  little  parties,  and  possibly  tem- 
porary camps  of  Indians,  anywhere  in  the  Big  Bend  of  the  Rio  Grande.  Follow  trails 
across  the  river  if  the  trails  cross;  The  guide,  Hossu,  knows  the  country  on  both  sides 
of  the  river. 

Lieutenant  Bullis  will  be  at  the  Sierra  Corina  on  the  look-out  for  any  party  of 
Indians  that  you  may  drive  in  that  direction. 

Indians  are  reported  on  the  plains,  and  one  or  two  scouts  are  after  them  ;  if  they 
are  found  they  are  likely  to  take  the  same  course  as  those  did  in  ld75,  that  were  fol- 
lowed by  Geddes  from  Laguua  Sabinas  to  the  Rio  Grande.  Should  you  strike  any 
trail  coming  from  the  direction  of  the  plains,  follow  it  as  fast  as  you  can,  as  by  the 
time  you  strike  it  the  Indians'  stock  will  be  tired,  and  they  will  not  go  very  far  across 
the  river  before  laying  up  to  rest. 

With  the  four  mules  you  are  to  get  at  San  Felipe  you  will  be  able  to  take  thirty 
days'  rations  from  the  Pecos. 

Send  the  wagons  back  at  once  with  a  small  guard.  They  will  be  caused  to  meet  you 
at  the  Pecos  on  your  return  with  forage, 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HELENUS  DODT, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Captain  Lkbo, 

lenth  Cavalry,  Camp  Tenth  Cavalry,  on  Pinto,  Texas. 
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Hkabquarterb  District  of  the  Nueges, 

Fort  Clark,  Tmu,  September  14, 1877. 

Sir  :  For  the  mformation  of  the  department  oommftnder,  I  huve  the  honor  to  state 
that  although  the  instmotions  given  to  CaptaiiiB  Kennedy  and  Lebo,  Tenth  CaYalry, 
and  Lientenant  Jones,  Tenth  Cavalry,  direct  these  officers  to  cross  into  Mexico  when  a 
trail  is  found  by  them  which  leads  across  the  river,  they  understand  that  should  any 
Mexican  troops  be  found  on  the  Mexican  side,  the  instructions  for  *' co-operation"  will 
apply  to  them,  and  the  pursuit  will  be  left  to  them.  There  are,  however,  no  Mexican 
troops  where  these  officers  are  to  operate. 

Yeiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  R.  SHAFTER, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  7\centy-Fourth  Infantry,  Commanding, 

Assistant  Adjutamt-Genbral, 

Department  of  Texas,  San  Antonio,  Tex, 

[First  indonement.] 

Headquarters  Department  op  Texas, 

San  Antonio,  Tex,,  September  18, 1877. 

Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  assistant  acyutant-general  Military  Division  of  the 
Missouri,  for  information  of  proper  authorities. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 
Brigadier-General,  U,  S,  A,,  Commanding, 

[Second  indorsement] 

Heai>quarters  Military  Division  of  the  Missouri, 

Chicago,  September  24, 1877. 

Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 
JAeutenant-Creneral,  Commanding. 

[Third  indorsement.] 

Adjutant-General's  Office, 

JVashington,  September  29, 1877. 

Respectfully  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  copy  for  the  Department  of 
State. 

E.  D.  T0WN8END, 

Adjutant-  General, 


Mr,  Foster  to  Mr.  Evarts, 

(H.  Ex.  Doc.  13,  45th  Cong.,  1st  sess.,  p.  42.) 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  October  6,  1877. 

Sir  :  I  have  noticed  the  telenaphic  report  sent  by  the  commanding  officer  at  Browns- 
viUe  to  General  Ord,  that  the  Mexican  Gov^ernment  had  sent  from  Vera  Cruz  1,500  fed- 
eral troops  to  Matamoros,  under  command  of  General  M.  Gonzales,  to  relieve  the  state 
troops  and  irregular  levies  in  garrisoning  the  Rio  Grande  frontier.  Before  this  date 
you  will  doubtless  have  ascertained  the  falsity  of  the  report ;  but  it  is  to  be  regretted 
that  it  did  not  prove  true. 

It  is  Jnst  such  a  measure  as  this  which  I  have  urged  upon  the  government  of  (Gen- 
eral Diaz  from  the  beginning,  and  which  it  has  constantly  been  promising  should  be 
done,  but  continues  to  delay  putting  into  execution.  And  so  long  as  the  interior  poli- 
tics of  the  country  continue  threatening,  and  internal  peace  is  not  completely  assured, 
I  suppose  the  present  administration  will  follow  the  practice  of  the  past  administra- 
tion— reserve  its  best  troops  and  most  experienced  and  reliable  officers  to  maintain  the 
supremacv  of  the  government  against  threatened  insurrections,  and  leave  the  garrison 
duty  of  tne  Rio  Grande  frontier  to  such  troops  as  can  be  gathered  in  that  region,  and 
u^der  the  command  of  local  officers.  The  objections  to  such  a  course  are,  that  the 
troops  are  both  inefficient  and  strongly  in  sympathy  with  the  prejudices  and  hostility 
of  the  frontier  population  against  the  citizens  of  Texas.  The  officers  i^OftT^KAvevQi  ^g^*^ 
degree  of  the  same  spirit,  and  the  prevention  of  raids  ai:i(V\>\iQ  ttn«%^  vasidL^w^^^^av^'^ 
of  raiders  are  scarcely  ever  attempted  in  good  faith. 
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In  B  letter  dated  on  the  SBth  of  Hftj  Isat,  I  mformed  you  of  the  promige  which  Ur. 
YoUxita  had  mode  to  me,  that  a  federftl  force  nnder  a  promiDent  >nd  prudent  eenend 
'   >nld  be  sent  to  that  frontier.    In  that  interview  Mr.  Vallaxta  informed  me  tnat  the 


afltcer  eetected  by  the  Prenident  for  that  serrlce  was  Geuertj  Hannel  Gonzales,  and 
that  he  was  on  ttU  w^  to  tbU  cafiiCal  to  receive  hU  instrnotioPB  pnar  to  his  depactnr 
to  the  Bio  Grande.    Soon  after  his  arrival  in  this  city  trouble  naa  threatened  Lo  tb 


revolDtiouary  reffioQ  of  Topic,  and  General  Gonzales  was  Mut  to  that  part  of  the  rep^^b- 
Ijc,  on  the  Pacific  coaet,  nbere  he  still  remalus. 

It  Is  mmored  in  this  city  that  Qennra)  Canalee,  diipleasod  with  the  action  of  tbs 
government  in  ordering  the  delivery  of  the  Bio  Grande  jail  aaeailants,  haa  rawraed  hit 
command ;  and  that  Oeneral  Trevifio  has  also  asked  to  be  relieved,  and  has  left  the 
command  of  the  Rio  Grande  frontier  in  the  hands  of  a  subordinate  ofBcer.  In  Ihii 
way  the  present  administration  is  repeating  the  practice  of  the  past  administrations. 
Whatever  treaty  stipulations  may  be  made  will  fail  in  a  great  meaonre  of  their  par- 
pose  until  the  Heiican  Government  treats  the  Sio  Grande  frontier  with  more  impor- 
tance in  a  military  point  of  view  and  changes  its  past  policy  in  this  respect. 
I  am,  sir,  4c., 

JOHN  W.  F08TEE. 


Correepondenoe  relating  to  Me  diilurbanca  al  San  Elizario,  El  Pa¥>  Coitntg,  Jenu. 

[H.  Ei.  Doc.  13,  45th  Cong.,  Ist  seas., pp.  119  to  130.] 

Fort  Da\'is,  Tbxab, 

OoU>b«r  4,  1877. 
Adjutamt-Oedbral  Dxpartuent  of  Texas: 

liequeated  by  Judge  Blacker  to  send  the  following:  Tbe  Heriean  popnlation  of  El 
Paso  Count;  have  risen  M  nuuse,  seized  all  the  civil  aathorities,  Jodges  Howard  and 
NeBtide,  and  hold  all  of  them  prisoners  nnder  guard  and  in  jail.  Bioten  number 
aboat  four  htmdred  nnder  arms.  Hare  econts  and  pickets  out  and  sentinels  posted; 
seem  to  be  well  organized.  All  the  Amencans  in  tbe  oouuty,  numbering  aboat  tbirtj,in 
peril  of  their  lives.    No  Americao  is  allowed  to  communicate  with  the  prisoners.    The 


getting  salt  without  permission,  Later :  The  sberifT  has  escaped.  Colonel  Hatch  is 
expected  in  EI  Paso.  The  call  is  for  at  least  two  oumpanies,  with  artillery.  I  have  at 
this  post,  all  told,  one  hundred  and  twenty-three  fiKhling  men.  I  think  Louis  Cardii 
is  bcAlnd  alL 

G.  L.  ANDREWS. 
ColonH  Contmanding. 


Al>JUTAKT-OK!lltRAl.'S  OrFlCK, 

JFaihington,  Oclober  ti,  1977. 
Raspeotfnlly  snbHiitted  to  tbe  Seotetary  of  War,  with  copy  for  the  Department  of 
State. 

E.  D.  TOWNBEKp, 

At^^tanl-Omural. 


[Tdivraa.) 

CHtGUW,  hL.,  0*ttier  i,  1M7. 
(BeeeivMl  War  DefwbnMtt  6  f^B') 
General  E.  D.  Towksbkd, 

WaikingUm: 
Lieutenant  Hncker,  from  El  Paso,  N.  Hex-,  ti  li>f;niiibfi  tJiat  a  mob  of  thri" 
dred  have  placed  sereral  citizens  at  StLa  Elizarli  nmltr  nrrcst,  and  asks  for  ^- 
be  sent  to  El  Paso  and  San  Elizario,    The  only  .ivailiible  troops  wo  have  t« 
thirty  cavalrymen,  out  as  a  guard  toanrveyorH.     'rliL'«e  bave  beenordarr- 
_„t  t>..„i,i-    „i —  i.~j  1„  I — J i   .J  jj^^  Elizario  to  M 


^ 
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fTeleerun.l 
Headquarters  Military  Divictox  of  the  Xisrofsx 

GeoenU  E.  D.  Tow^send, 

WMhingtonf  D,  C. : 

The  following  dispatch,  jost  receiyed  from  General  Pope,  is  re^^eetfnllT 

"Colonel  Hatch,  eommanding  in  New  Mexico,  telegraphs  as  felknis: 

« '  The  arrest  of  Charles  Howard  was  perpetratea  by  i 
this  side^  assisted  by  Mexicans  from  Mexico.    Mr.  Howard 
sario,  Tex.,  and  was  sentenced  to  be  shot  by  mob,  bnt  was  iaally  iriaaaid  i*r  i 
affi^  took  place  in  the  American  town  of  San  Elizario,  Tex^  mm 
abeat  location  of  salt  lakes  in  £1  Paso  County,  Texas,  in  wloek 
sides  were  interested.    As  heretofore  reported,  LieateaaDt  RiwihT  » 
stain  from  interference  in  local  disturbances,  but  to 
Mexicans  from  the  other  side  of  the  river,  and  to 
not  interfered  with  in  discharge  of  their  appropriate 


r»*  • . 


£l  T^sl 


Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  order 
ons  rumors  that  were  constantly  being  receivM  htsre 
no,  I  visited  Tsleta  and  started  for  San  Elezario; 
On  onr  arrival  in  Tsleta  we  were  advised  by  ^e 
the  rioters  were  greatly  excited  and  had  threatenef  ^ 
arrival  there  would  cause  the  death  of  Jndgt  'BimmxL 
Being  anxious  to  learn  the  exact  state  of  amurs. 
we  proceeded  under  the  protection  of  their  poesL    (iSi 
San  Elizario,  we  met  a  party  of  twenty  armed 
place  of  safety.    Howard,  and  the  priest  wh^  ^ 
farther,  as  our  lives  would  be  in  danger.    Afstni^  «r  Tm* 
and  thence  to  this  place,  bringing  Judge  Bmrzn;  ^rzz^ 
the  county  Judge  and  justices  of  the 
life  on  condition  of  his  signing 
of  the  rioters,  giving  them  the 
county  forever  within  twenty-four 
Ysleta  and  what  I  saw  of  the 
been  killed  had  not  their  terms  in 
over  forty  armed  Mexicans,  bnt  an 
and  fifty.    They  appear  to  be  vbD 
for  some  time;  yet  their 
ities  did  not  know  anything 

/     I  am  also  informed  that  tiir 

/  from  Mexico.    The  sheriff 

'  not  return  until  a  suffideat 
I  am  satisfied  from 
here,  to  protect  Ufe  and . 
by  force,  the  Mexicaas  wfT 
Very  re^ectfally 


AcTUia 


.J"' 


1877. 


1  warded: 

iicker  tel- 

isleta  still 

ite  danger. 


laDAN, 
n  ant-General, 


Elizario. 

l*A80,  Tex., 
office,  October  22, 1877. 

acts  relative  to  the  recent 

am  them.    Although  the 

Liat  many  Mexicans  from  our 

ssuranoe  of  further  assistance 

Iv  without  foundation:  others 


278  APPENDIX  B. 

nndentandiDff  on  the  part  of  the  ignonudt  Mexicans  regarding  the  location  last  Jalj 
of  the  salt  lakes  in  this  eonnty,  by  a  firm  in  Aostin,  Tex.  These  lakes  have  for  gen- 
erations been  consideied  public  property,  and  when  their  crops  failed  it  has  been  cus- 
tomary for  the  peo]^le  to  go  to  the  lakes,  get  a  load  of  salt,  take  it  to  Chihnahna,  and 
trade  it  off  for  proYisions.  Since  its  location,  they  have  been  notified  by  the  company's 
I  agent  here,  C.  H.  Howard,  not  to  take  any  salt  without  his  permiasicm.  Being  very 
ignorant,  they  cannot  understand  why  they  are  depriyed  of  this  means  of  subsist- 
I  ence. 

In  my  opinion  the  immediate  cause  of  the  riot  was  the  prosecution  by  Mr.  Howard 
of  two  Mexicans;  on  the  29th  of  last  month,  who  were  arrested  and  required  to  nye 
bonds  for  merely  signifying  their  intention  of  going  to  the  lakes  and  setting  salt.  This 
being  considered  by  the  Mexicans  as  a  persecution,  they  resisted  the  local  civil  authori- 
ties, which  resulted  in  a  general  riot.  I  will  here  state,  from  reliable  information,  that 
several  persons  of  intelligence  living  in  this  countv  have  advised  the  Mexicans  that 
the  lakes  were  public  property ;  that  they  had  a  right  to  take  all  the  salt  they  required, 
and  that  they  (the  parties  who  instilled  their  beuef  into  the  Mexican  minds)  would 
stand  b^  them  and  see  that  the  authorities  did  not  interfere ;  in  fact,  assume  all  re- 
sponsibility in  case  of  trouble.  When  the  trouble  assumed  a  serious  aspect,  tiiese 
Sarties  failed  to  fulfill  their  promises,  and  the  Mexicans  finding  they  were  doing  wrong, 
id  not  know  how  to  get  out  of  the  scrape.  The  fact  of  the  matter  is,  the  Mexicans 
had  been  lied  to  to  such  an  extent  they  did  not  know  who  or  what  to  believe,  and  the 
most  ignorant  of  them  thought  the  heist  way  of  settling  the  matter  was  to  drive  the 
Americans  out  of  the  count^. 

The  mob  consisted  of  about  four  hundred  armed  men,  composed  of  Mexicans  living 
in  this  country  and  about  fifty  from  the  other  side  of  the  river.  The  rioters  had  not 
fully  disj^rsed  on  my  arrival  at  San  Elizario :  some  were  for  fighting  the  troops ;  the 
more  timid  were  averse  to  any  resistance,  and  they  all  fled  to  the  woods  on  our  ap- 
proach. 

On  the  9th  instant  I  succeeded,  after  two  conferences  with  some  of  the  leaders,  in 
quieting  their  fears  of  arrest,  and  advised  them  to  break  np  their  organization,  which 
they  at  once  agreed  to;  On  the  10th  instant  I  was  invited  to  a  '*  jnnta^  of  the  leading 
spirits  of  the  mob.  They  informed  me  that  they  had  acted  on  the  advice  given  them 
the  day  before ;  that  the  people  would  let  the  law  take  its  coarse ;  that  they  had  rein- 
stated the  deposed  county  officials,  and  that  all  trouble  had  ceased. 

I  believe  the  Mexicans  will  keep  their  word,  but  anticipate  trouble  when  the  civil 
authorities  attempt  to  arrest  any  of  the  rioters,  without  the  presence  of  troops  in  the 
vicinity. 

During  the  seven  days  that  the  mob  was  in  existence,  no  blood  was  shed,  or  any  acts 
of  violence  committed,  except  threatening  the  lives  of  Americans.  A  *'  prestimo '^  was 
considered ;  they  even  went  so  far  as  to  make  out  a  list  of  assessments,  but  none  were 
levied.  The  comparatively  peaceful  termination  of  the  riot  is  mainly  due  to  the  untir- 
ing efforts  of  the  Rev.  Bongardo,  Catholic  priest  at  San  Elizario.  The  presence  of 
troops  had  a  salntuy  effect  in  quieting  the  fears  of  the  citizens.  The  priest  informed 
me  his  influence  over  the  mob  was  exhausted. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  H.  RUCKER, 
First  Lieutenant,  B,  Q,  M,  Ninth* CariUry, 

Acting  Assistant  Ad.tutant-Qenkral, 

District  New  Mexico,  Santa  F4,  N.  Meiy» 

[First  indonementj 

Headquarters  District  of  New  Mexico, 

Santa  F4,  N,  Mex.,  October  17,  1877. 

Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  assistant- adjutant-general  Department  of  the  Mis- 
souri. 
In  absence  of  Colonel  Hatch — 

JOHN  S.  LOUD, 
First  Lieutenant  and  Adjutant  Xinth  Cavalry,  A,  A,  A,  G, 

(Second  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans,,  October  24,  1877. 

Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  assistant  adjutant-general  headquarters  Military 
Division  of  the  Missouri. 

The  "  Mexicans "  mentioned  by  Lieutenant  Rucker  (except  those  he  speaks  of  as 

''about  fifty  from  the  other  side  of  the  river  ^')  are  citizens  of  the  State  of  Texas.    The 

salt  Jakes  or  springs  referred  to  are  oAw  ^\\t\x\ii  t\i«»t  ^t&te^    I  would  desire  to  know 
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whether  the  government  wishes  the  United  States  troops  to  intervene  in  any  manner 
in  these  local  difficulties  in  the  State  of  Texas ;  and,  if  so,  to  ask  that  orders  to  that 
effect  be  sent  me.  At  present,  Lientenant  Ruoker  is  under  orders  from  me  to  interfere 
in  no  manner  except  to  prevent  invasion  of  Mexicans  from  Mexico,  and  to  protect  the 
United  States  officials  from  violence  in  the  execntion  of  their  proper  duties. 

JNO.  POPE, 
Brevet  Major-General  United  States  Army,  Commanding, 

fThird  indorsement] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  Missouri, 

Chioagoj  October  29,  1877. 

Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army,  inviting  attention  to 
the  remarks  of  Brigadier-General  Pope  hereon. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 
Lientenani-Generalf  Commanding, 


CusTOM-HousE,  El  Paso,  Tex., 

ColleoUyr'8  Office,  October  15, 1877. 

Sir  :  I  inclose  you  herewith  the  expression  of  the  people  of  El  Paso  County  for  your 
kindness  in  doing  what  was  in  yonr  power  to  extricate  ns  from  a  very  critical  position . 

So  far  as  I  was  personally  concerned  I  had  nothing  to  fear,  hut  a  report  had  been 
pnt  in  circnlation  that  there  was  |40,000  in  the  cnstom-honse,  and  the  mob  said  they 
were  goin^  to  have  it.  Although  this  report  was  false  so  far  as  the  $40,000  was  con- 
cerned, it  IS  thought  that  if  troops  had  not  arrived  here  at  the  time  they  did  the  mob 
would  have  taken  the  custom-house  and  probably  two  or  three  mercantile  establish- 
ments. 

Captain  Rucker,  whom  you  charged  to  investigate  the  affairs  at  San  Elizario,  de- 
serves great  credit  for  his  civition  and  prndenoe.  There  were  no  civil  officers  in  the 
county;  some  had  fled  to  Mexico,  some  imprisoned,  and  others  had  come  to  El  Paso 
for  protection.  There  was  not  a  civil  officer  in  the  county  that  dared  to  attempt  to 
execute  the  functions  of  his  office.  The  entire  American  population  of  El  Paso  County 
commend  Captain  Ruoker's  gentlemanly,  quiet,  and  prudent  course  in  this  matter. 
He  could  not  have  done  less.  The  Mexican  respect  and  have  confidence  in  him,  and 
believe  what  he  tells  them.  He  has  shunned  all  connection  with  civil  affairs,  and 
been  overcareful  not  to  be  drawn  into  a  semblance  of  sympathy.  He  has  been  stay- 
ing with  me  ever  since  he  has  been  here,  and  I  know  his  opinions,  which  coincide  with 
my  own,  upon  questions  of  this  nature,  and  I  feel  the  fullest  confidence  in  his  pru- 
dence and  ability. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

S.  C.  SLADE, 

Collector, 

General  Edward  Hatch,  U.  S.  A., 

Santa  F4j  N,  Mex, 


(Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Missouri, 

Chicago^  III,,  October  27, 1877. 
General  E.  D.  Townsend,  Washington,  D,  C, : 

The  following  telegram  from  General  Pope,  of  yesterday,  is  respectfully  forwarded : 
**  Commanding  officer  district  of  New  Mexico  reports  on  2l8t  Lieutenant  Rucker  tel- 
egraphs from  El  Paso :  Everything  quiet  here.    Citizens  San  Elizario  and  Ysleta  still 
fear  another  outbreak  by  the  mob.    I  do  not  believe  there  is  any  immediate  danger. 
On  the  23d  and  24th  he  reports  everything  quiet  here." 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

Lieutenant'Gen^al, 


Further  correspondence  relating  to  the  disturbances  at  San  Elizario. 

CusTOM-HousE,  El  Paso,  Tex., 

Collector's  Office,  October  22, 1877. 

Sir  :  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  make  you  acquainted  with  the  facts  relative  to  the  recent 
troubles  on  this  frontier,  as  near  as  I  have  been  able  to  learn  them.    Although  the 
trouble  was  mainly  of  a  local  character,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  many  Mexicans  from  oux 
neighborhood  were  engaged  in  it,  and  that  the  mob  had  asauxvAiC.^  ol  lTvx>i\\«t  ^»Nv<^\ax^^^ 
If  needed.    Many  of  the  newspaper  reports  are  entiteVy  mWiovjA*  towx^^^XNo^N  ^"<>aR5^% 
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senBational,  and  some  well  calculated  to  deceive.  Abont  one  hondred  miles  from  here 
are  some  yenr  valuable  salt  lakes,  which  for  many  years  have  supplied  the  adjacent  set- 
tlements and  also  the  Northern  States  of  Mexico  with  Milt.  Until  recently  this  salt  has 
been  free  to  whoever  wished  to  take  it,  and  its  transport  to  Chihnahna  and  other  pointa 
for  sale  has  afforded  employment  to  many  persons.  In  1868  a  clause  was  inserted  in  the 
constitntion  of  Texas  permitting  the  location  of  salt  lakes  by  private  parties.  From 
that  time  to  the  present  the  salt-lake  question  has  been  used  by  designing  politicians 
in  this  country  with  Mexicans  to  obtain  their  votes,  the  politicians  promising  to  obtain 
for  them  the  absolute  right  and  title  from  the  State  if  they  would  elect  them  to  office. 
I  am  informed  that  this  has  been  done  several  times,  and  each  time  the  Mexicans  have 
been  deceive^-  When  the  State  of  Texas  granted  to  the  Texas  Pacific  Railroad  Com- 
pany  the  right  of  way  through  the  State  these  salt  lakes  fell  to  them ;  consequently 
the  State  could  notgrant  letters  patent  for  them,  neither  could  they  be  located  with 
State  certificates.  The  Texas  Pacinc  Railroad,  not  having  been  completed  further  than 
Fort  Worth,  could  not  obtain  from  the  State  certificates  sufficient  to  supply  the  demand, 
and  in  consequence  thereof  they  were  very  scarce  and  commanded  a  very  high  price. 
These  difficulties^  it  is  believed,  stood  somewhat  in  the  way  of  the  politicians'  comply- 
ing easily  and  without  troubling  themselves  more  or  less  with  their  obligations  to  the 
Mexicans  of  this  country.  A  company  in  Austin  finally  succeeded  in  locating  them, 
and  employed  a  local  agent  to  look  after  them.  Severe  and  harsh  measures  were  at 
once  inaugurated  to  keep  the  Mexicans  from  going  theie.  A  statement  of  aome  of  them 
to  the  elTect  that  if  the  whole  town  went  they  would  go  also  was  considered  aufiicient 
for  arrest  and  imprisonment.  At  this  time  there  was  no  higher  authority  in  the  county 
than  the  county  judge,  who  was  a  Mexican,  but^  as  is  atioDgly  nwnrted,  acted  entiraly 
in  the  interests  of  and  |pr  the  sidt  agent,  to  whom  he  stands,  it  is  said,  oonaidexably  in- 
debted for  his  election.  This  county  judgid  gave  the  order  tar  the  amst  of  two  or  three 
parties  upon  the  complaint  of  the  salt  agent  that  they  had  said  they  were  going  after 
salt  if  the  whole  town  went.  This  hish-handed  and  unjust  proceeding  so  exasperated 
the  Mexicans  against  the  salt  agent  and  the  county  judge  that  they  proceeded  in  a  body 
in  search  of  the  agent,  who  in  the  mean  time  l^am^d  of  their  intentiim  and  made  all 
haste  to  put  himself  under  the  protection  of  the  sberifiT.  The  Mexicans  in  ti)e  mean 
time  had  arrested  the  county  judge  and  placed  him  in  confinement,  and  ascertaining 
that  the  salt  agent  was  at  the  sheriff's  house,  proceeded  thither  and  suironiided  it. 

The  sheriff  fearing  it  was  not  a  safe  place  for  his  wife  took  her  to  a  neighbor's,  and 
on  his  return  was  cut  off  and  prevented  from  entering  his  house.  In  the  morning 
they  took  possession  of  the  salt  agent,  and  took  him  to  San  Eliaario,  placed  him  in  a 
room,  put  a  guard  over  him,  and  informed  him  that  if  he  would  sign  certain  papess  to 
the  effect  that  he  would  leave  the  salt  lakes  free  as  they  were  before,  until  the  govern- 
ment or  other  competent  authority  should  declare  and  decide  who  is  the  le^timate 
owner  of  them,  and  that  from  this  date  the  people  of  £1  Paso  County  shall  Eave  the 
right  to  go  and  take  salt  from  said  lakes  with  liberty,  and  that  he  will  leave  this 
county  within  twenty-four  hours  and  never  return,  &c.,  they  would  set  him  at  lib- 
erty. For  three  days  and  nights  they  kept  him  in  confinement,  not  permitting  him  to 
speak  or  write  to  any  one.  On  the  third  day  he  signed  the  required  papers,  having 
iNsen  informed  by  the  priest  that  if  he  did  not  they  would  certainly  kill  him  before 
nightfall.  The  sheriff^ was  not  put  in  jail,  but  merely  kept  by  the  mob  from  going  to  his 
house  for  about  four  hours,  until  they  could  get  jKwsession  of  the  salt  a^ent.  In  the 
morning  the  sheriff  told  them  he  wished  to  get  his  breakfast,  after  which  he  would 
return  to  them,  but  he  came  to  £1  Paso  instead.  The  mob  numbered  from  three  to 
four  hundred,  and  the  most  of  them  were  eitizens  of  this  county.  What  few  there 
were  from  the  other  side  of  the  river  were  relations  by  blood  or  by  marri^^,  and  per- 
haps some  that  were  inte^-ested  in  having  the  salt  lakes  free.  After  the  release  of  the 
salt  agent  he  went  to  La  Messilla,  N.  Mox.,  and  gave  his  side  of  the  story  to  the  press. 
He  then  returned  to  £1  Paso.  Many  of  the  Americans  here  believe  that  Mr.  Cardis,  who 
is  to  the  Mexicans  what  Montezuma  was  to  the  Aztecs,  as  they  say  themselves,  was  the 
instigator  of  the  mob  and  advised  them  to  this  step,  in  order  to  get  the  salt-lake 
agent  killed,  for  it  will  be  remembered  they  were  bitter  enemies.  It  is  also  believed 
by  many  that  the  Mexicans  needed  no  urging  in  a  matter  so  vital  to  their  own  interests. 
Be  this  as  it  may,  the  salt-lake  agent  firmly^lieved  that  his  life  was  in  great  danger 
through  the  instrumentality  of  Mr.  Cardis,  and  the  community  at  large  nad  a  vague 
impression  that  should  the  two  meet  one  or  the  other  would  be  killed ;  but  scarcely 
before  the  impression  settled  into  a  conviction  they  met,  and  Mr.  Cardis  was  shot  and 
killed.  The  salt-lake  agent  immediately  left  for  La  Messilla,  N.  Mex.,  where  he  now  is. 
Since  the  above  events,  which  terminated  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Cardis  on  the  10th  in- 
stant, there  has  been  no  further  trouble. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

S.  C.  SLADE, 

CoUectar, 

Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
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Custom-House,  El  Paso.  Tex., 
Colleetar'B  Ofioe,  Ihcemher  20, 1877. 

Sir:  Id  compliance  with  telegraphic  instmctions  of  the  present  date  ''to  send  by 
mail  as  qnick  as  practicable  a  fall  detailed  account  of  transactions  at  £1  Paso,"  I  have 
the  honor  first  to  refer  yon  to  my  letter  on  this  subject  of  October  ^  for  the  oiiein  of 
the  trouble  at  Uiat  time,  and  which  terminated  in  the  death  of  the  Hon.  LouIb  Cardis 
on  the  10th  of  October  last,  riiot  by  Charles  H.  Howard,  a^nt  for  the  salt  lakes.  After 
he  had  committed  this  Howard  immediately  fled  to  La  Messilla,  N.  Mex.,  fifty  miles  from 
here,  where  he  remained  most  of  the  time  until  the  2d  instant,  when  he  returned  to 
l^is  place  and  gave  a  bond  for  his  appearance  before  the  district  court,  which  meetft 
in  March  next.  About  the  middle  of  xf oyember  a  Mr.  Jonee  came  here  from  Austin, 
Tex.,  with  anthority  from  the  governor  of  the  State  to  raise  a  company  of  twenty 
men  as  "Texas  Rangers  "  to  assist  the  sheriff  in  enforcing  the  law  and  preservine  peace 
and  wder.  The  company  was  organissed  and  establish^  at  San  Elijsarlo,  with  J.  W. 
Tays  as  lieutenant.  On  the  5th  or  6th  instant  a  large  number  of  Mexicans  with  wagons 
left  San  £)izarip  to  the  salt  lal^es.  They  were  expected  back  on  the  13th  or  14th, 
and  on  the  afternoon  of  the  12th  Mr.  Hpward  left  h^e  for  Sao  £li«ano,  with  ani 
eseoft  oi  the  Texas  Hangers,  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  serving  writs  of  sequestiAtion 
and  arrest  of  parUes  having  the  salt.  I  am  informed  that  after  they  got  there  they 
went  into  the  plaza  and  through  the  principal  streets  of  the  town,  ana  that  Howard 
greatly  exasperated  and  incensed  the  Mexicans  by  caUing  them  ''gre^ksers''  and  pther 
opproOTions  epithets,  and  bv  inviting  them  to  come  ana  take  him  now.  During  the 
nig^t  the  Mexicans  gathered  and  armed  themselves;  in  the  morning  the  rangers  &Qpd 
themselves  surrounded,  and  firing  commenced  on  both  sides.  It  |s  impossible  to  ascer- 
tain who  fired  the  first  shots ;  some  allege  that  a  man  named  Atkinson,  who  attached 
himself  to  the  rauffers,  fired  first ;  others  that  the  first  shot  cam^  from  the  Mexican 
side;  all  are  agreed,  however,  that  the  Mexicans  killed  the  first  man,  a  Vjc.  EUis,  who 
had  the  contract  to  supply  the  rangers  with  provisions,  Sf.o,  It  appears  that  many  of 
the  rangers  had  congregated  at  his  house  that  evening  and  were  paving  a  convivial 
time,  when  Mr.  Ellis  proposed  to  go  out  and  see  what  was  goiuff  .on.  He  never  returned. 
It  is  supposed  that  he  was  spying  around  and  did  not  halt  when  conunaQded  so  to  do 
and  was  shot^  pr  that  he  had  obtained  some  information  while  eavesdropping  and  had 
been  caught  in  the  act.  For  four  days  they  had  the  rangers  sorrpunded,  and  had  com- 
menced to  tunnel  under  the  building  in  which  the  ranger^  were  quartered. 

On  the  16th  instant  a  white  flag  was  raised  by  the  rangers  for  the  purpose  of  getting 
an  old  genleman,  Mr.  Loomis,  out  of  the  rangeiV  quarters,  who  happened  to  be  caueht 
in  there  when  they  were  surrounded.  The  Mexicans  also  raised  a  white  flag,  and  Mr.. 
Loomis  got  out.  From  this  circumstance  negotiations  were  started,  and  Lieutenant 
Tays  asked  them  what  they  wanted.  They  replied  that  they  wanted  HowarJ,  and  would 
have  him.  They  asked  lays  whether  he  was  hired  by  Howard  or  was  on  duty  and 
under  orders  from  the  governor  of  the  State.  When  informed  that  he  was  under  in- 
stmctions from  the  governor  it  appeared  to  give  them  a  new  idea.  They  then  told 
Lieutenat  Tays  that  if  Howard  would  come  over  to  their  camp  and  talk  for  himself 
they  thought  the  trouble  could  be  settled.  Lieutenant  Tays  went  back  to  his  quar- 
ters and  told  Howard  what  they  had  said  to  him,  but  that  he  need  not  go  without  he 
so  wished.  Howard,  however,  concluded  to  go,  and  Lieutenant  Tays  went  with  him. 
The  Mexicans  then  sent  for  Atkinson  and  a  Mr.  McBride,  who  had  been  acting  as  How- 
ard's agent  in  the  salt  business.  Lieutenant  Tays  and  Howard  were  in  a  room  to- 
gether ;  Atkinson  and  McBride  outside.  The  Mexicans  went  in  where  Tays  and  Howard 
were  and  told  Lieutenant  Tays  that  they  wished  to  speak  to  Howard  alone.  Lieutenant 
Tays  refused  to  leave  him ;  wbereupon  they  took  him  in  tbeir  arms  by  force  and  car- 
riea  him  out  of  the  room.  In  the  mean  time  the  remainder  of  the  rangers  had  surren- 
dered. The  Mexicans  disarmed  them  and  placed  a  strong  guard  over  them.  They 
then  took  Howard,  Atkinson,  and  McBride  out  to  one  side  of  the  town  to  a  place 
where  they  had  already  dug  a  grave,  stood  them  in  a  row,  picked  out  nine  of  their 
best  marksmen,  and  shot  them  down.  They  held  the  rangers  prisoners  during  tbe 
night  and  released  them  the  next  day,  giving  them  their  horses  but  retaining  their 
arms.  During  the  fusillade  two  rangers  were  killed,  and  it  is  thought  three  pr  four 
Mexicans,  and  a  number  wounded.  Since  that  time  (the  ).dth  instant)  nothing  definite 
has  been  ascertained  of  their  operations  or  intentions;  not  a  single  American  is  left 
in  the  town ;  all  have  fled  to  this  place.  The  rangers  of  course  feel  very  bitter  be- 
cause of  the  roug^  treatment  they  have  received.  The  Mexicans  claim  that  they 
wanted  nothing  but  Howard,  and  him  they  would  have,  cost  what  it  might ;  he  had 
killed  Oardis,  t^eir  best  friend.  The  mob  has  been  variously  estimated  at  from  300  to 
500,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  many  of  them  were  from  the  other  side  of  the 
river.  News  has  just  been  received  that  the  Mexicans  at  San  Elizario  are  taking 
their  families  to  the  other  side  of  the  river,  under  the  promise  of  the  officials  there 
that  they  will  protect  them.  The  deputy  collector's  office  at  San  Elizario  and  Y«l«.tA» 
have  been  closed  for  the  last  two  weeks.  The  deputy  (^oV\«(^\Ait  «A>  >^^  \%X>\«t  ^w^^ 
sought  refuge  here;  have  not  heard  from  the  former  tot  t^^Yv^  ^«^^',  *» «wa^  w^^^**- 
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sible  shall  send  down  to  asoertain  abovit  him.    Troops  are  now  here,  and  will  soon 
march  npon  San  EUzario ;  will  advise  yon  of  the  result  and  as  to  how  affairs  tnm. 
I  am,  yery  respectfully, 

8.  C.  SLADE, 

CoU^cUr. 
Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

Wtukingtonf  D.  C. 


Custom-House,  El  Paso,  Trx., 

December  24,1877. 

Sir  :  In  oontinnanoe  of  my  report  npon  the  diffionlties  and  troubles  on  this  frontier, 
and  particularly  of  those  in  this  county,  I  haye  the  honor  to  inform  yon  that  General 
Hatch  arriyed  here  od  the  eyening  of  the  2l8t  instant,  and  started  for  Sau  EUzario 
early  the  next  morning  with  one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  one  gatling  ^n,  and  one 
twelye-pounder  howitzer.  He  arriyed  in  San  Elizario  about  two  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon of  the  22d  instant,  without  firing  a  shot  or  meeting  with  uiy  resistance  from  the 
mob ;  in  fact,  they  besan  to  disperse  before  he  reached  there,  most  of  them  seeking 
refuge  on  the  other  side  of  the  nyer.  General  Hatch  reports  that  not  less  than  four 
hnnored  Mexicans,  from  Mexico,  flocked  into  San  Elizario  for  the  purpose  of  plnn- 
<ler,  and  had  not  troops  arriyed  there  they  would  haye  sacked  Socorro,  Tsleta,  and  per- 
haps El  Paso.  Yesterday  (the  23d)  '*  the  raugers,''  in  coqiunction  with  a  party  of 
twenty-fiye  or  thirty  men  from  Silyer  City,  N.  Mex.,  who  yolunteered  in  response  to  a 
call  from  the  sheriff  of  this  county,  under  authority  from  the  goyemor  "  to  raise  one 
fauudred  men,"  started  for  San  Elizario,  but  while  iu  Tsleta  they  arrested  two  or 
three  Mexicans  and  shot  them.  General  Hatch  arriyed  on  the  spot  soon  after,  and 
told  the  sheriff  that  they  had  committed  a  cowardly  murder,  and  that  if  such  proceed- 
ings were  to  be  continued  he  would  apply  to  the  President  for  authority  to  pLsoe  this 
county  under  martial  law.  The  Mexicans  state  that  if  they  haye  done  wrong  in  kill- 
ing Howard  they  are  willing  to  g^ye  thepselyes  np  to  the  military  and  stand  their 
trial,  but  they  had  rather  die  than  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  Texans.  Up  to  the  pres- 
ent writing  the  "  rangers,"  headed  by  the  sheriff,  haye  killed  four  Mexicans  and 
wounded  one  woman.  They  took  no  prisoners. 
I  am,  yery  respectfully, 

S.  C.  SLADE, 

Chlledor. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

W(Mhington,  D.  C 


fFrom  the  Son  Antonio  Expreaa,  Jan.  4, 1878.1 

Lieut.  J.  B.  Tays,  of  M%jor  Jones's  Frontier  Battalion,  roports  as  follows  to  his  com- 
mander.   The  report  was  receiyed  at  Austin  on  Wednesday,  the  2d  instant : 

Franklin,  Tex.,  December  20, 1877. 
MaJ.  J.  B.  Jones: 

By  request  of  Judge  Howard  I  sent  an  escort  to  Franklin  on  the  13th,  as  he  wished 
to  come  to  San  Elizario  on  business.  After  the  men  had  left  I  heard  the  road  to  Tsleta 
was  guarded  by  armed  men,  and  fearing  an  attack  I  went  to  Ysleta  with  twelye  men 
to  meet  Judge  Howard  in  the  eyening.  We  met  at  Mr.  Kerber's  house  about  four 
o*clock,  and  Judge  Howard  got  on  a  horse  and  rode  down  to  San  Elizario  in  the  ranks. 
The  inhabitants  of  the  town  had  been  expecting  us  and  were  all  out  as  we  passed 
their  houses,  but  made  no  farther  demonstration.  We  arriyed  at  the  quarters  about 
six  o'clock,  and  a  number  of  Mr.  Howard's  Mexican  friends  came  to  see  him.  He  went 
oyer  to  spend  a  night  at  C.  Ellis's,  and  fearing  an  outbreak  I  put  double  guards  on  the 
^jnarters.  All  was  quiet  until  about  ten  o'clock,  when  the  guard  came  in  and  informed 
me  that  there  was  a  disturbance  in  the  direction  of  Leon  Grannillo's  house.  I  got  out, 
and  was  informed  that  some  men  had  made  a  speech  and  ordered  a  charge  on  our  quar- 
ters. In  a  few  minutes  they  started.  We  could  hear  them  yelling  and  giying  orders. 
I  placed  some  men  on  the  roof,  some  on  the  opposite  building,  and  a' few  in  the  cor- 
ral, and  gaye  strict  orders  not  to  fire  until  fired  on  by  the  mob.  They  came  to  within 
one  hundred  yards  of  the  quarters,  and  then  retreated.  Howard  had  come  to  the  quar- 
ters on  the  first  noise  and  demanded  protection. 

He  said  that  C.  Ellis  had  put  his  revolyer  in  his  boot  and  started  out  when  the  riot 
•commenced,  but  had  not  returned.    TVi\«  ^8^;^  lV\«  \^«t  time  he  was  seen  by  his  friends. 
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His  body  was  foand  in  the  sand-hills  two  davs  after,  his  soalp,  eyebrows,  and  beard 
taken,  his  throat  ont  from  ear  to  ear,  and  stabbed  twice  in  the  heart.  I  sent  Mignel 
Oaroia  to  the  store  with  orders  to  keep  it  safe  while  Charlie  was  absent.  Captain 
Garcia  and  several  Mexican  friends  of  Charlie  were  also  there.  The  night  passed  off 
without  further  disturbance,  and  at  daylight  I  found  that  our  quarters  were  sur- 
rounded by  three  lines  of  pickets,  who  had  stretched  rawhide  ropes  across  the  open- 
ings, and  cut  holes  to  command  them  in  such  a  manner  that  it  was  impossible  for  us 
to  go  out  and  charge  theui.  On  the  outside  of  the  lines  they  had  squads  of  cavalry 
stationed  about  two  hundred  vards  apart  and  numbering  about  twenty  men  in  each. 
I  placed  three  men  on  John  Clark's  house,  and  John  Atkinson  went  with  them.  Cap- 
tarn  Garcia  sent  for  more  men,  and  I  sent  him  his  son,  G.  D.,  and  Frank  Kent  to  de- 
fend the  store.    Atkinson  brought  over  a  trunk  containing  |700  in  specie. 

Cista  Calcieda  told  him  that  they  would  give  us  three  hours  to  deliver  Howard,  and 
that  if  we  did  not  do  so  they  would  take  him  out  and  shoot  him.  '*  We  will  bum  you 
also,  as  you  are  interfering  in  our  business.''  About  9  o'clock  I  ordered  the  men  off 
from  John  Clark's  house  and  placed  seven  on  the  roof  of  the  quarters.  Sergeant  Morti- 
mer went  over  to  Ellis's  store  and  then  walked  to  the  comer  of  John  Atkinson's  honse. 
He  turned  and  was  coining  back  when  a  shot  was  fired  from  Nick  Calhoun's  window. 
He  cried  out, '' I  am  shot !"  and  ran  down  the  street,  and  when  opposite  the  mill  he 
became  so  weak  that  I  had  to  go  out  and  help  him  to  the  quarters.  The  ball  entered 
his  back  and  came  out  below  the  right  nipple.  Dr.  Ball  pronounced  it  fatal  and  he 
died  at  sundown.  At  the  sound  of  the  shot  the  mob  commenced  to  fire  from  all  direc- 
tions, and  they  were  so  close  it  was  impossible  for  my  nien  to  return  the  fire  from  the 
roof,  and  I  cut  a  hole  through  and  ordered  them  down.  I  then  ordered  them  to  differ- 
ent positions  in  the  quarters  and  corral,  and  from  then  until  4  o'clock  in  the  evening 
we  kept  up  a  steady  fire. 

At  that  time  the  justice  of  the  peace  came  in  under  a  flag  and  told  us  that  the  Mexi- 
cans did  not  want  to  fight,  and  that  he  would  be  personally  responsible  for  them  that 
night  if  they  fired  on  as.  I  sent  one  of  my  men  on  the  roof  shortly  after,  and  the 
moment  he  appeared  they  fired  on  him  from  all  qnart-ers.  One  ball  tore  the  top  of  his 
hat  off  and  another  went  through  his  coat.  I  then  barricaded  the  doors,  opened  the 
port-holes  in  the  wall,  and  stationed  two  men  in  each  room  and  at  the  doors.  The  firiqg 
almost  stopped  during  the  night.  Next  morning  they  charged  the  corral  and  were  re- 
pulsed. They  then  attacked  Ellis's  in  the  rear  and  were  again  beaten  off.  They 
retreated,  but  kept  up  a  continual  fire  all  day.  At  about  12  o'clock  they  charged  Ellis's 
from  the  other  side,  and  the  fight  lasted  for  an  hoar.  They  then  attacked  ns  and  endeav- 
ored to  draw  ns  from  our  quarters  by  a  sham  retreat,  but  finding  it  useless,  came  up 
again  and  were  beaten  off.  Mrs.  Campbell,  an  American  lady,  came  over  in  the  morn- 
ing and  asked  as  to  open  the  door,  as  her  husband  wished  to  get  into  the  quarters.  As 
she  was  going  back  she  was  fired  on  twice.  Her  husband  and  Frank  Kent  came  over 
safe — the  others  would  not  leave.  Kent  reported  that  the  mob  had  cut  the  wall  between 
Ellis's  and  Atkinson's  and  were  ready  to  break  through  at  any  moment.  Captain  Gkuxsia 
wanted  them  to  run  away,  but  they  refused  to  leave.  Firing  continued  all  day.  At 
night  they  charged  Ellis's,  and  Captain  Garcia  escaped  under  cover  of  our  fire.  The 
Mexicans  plundered  the  store,  fortified  the  windows  with  sacks  of  flour,  and  opened 
fire  on  our  quarters  from  the  mill. 

At  about  12  o'clock  next  day  I  put  up  a  flag,  as  I  wanted  to  let  the  sheriff  of  Pecos 
County  go  out.  He  had  been  with  us  from  the  first  and  could  not  remain  longer.  They 
let  him  go  and  sent  me  word  they  would  like  to  talk  with  roe.  I  went  to  meet  them, 
and  they  agreed  not  to  fire  daring  the  night  and  would  talk  to  me  in  the  morning. 
They  kept  their  word,  but  erected  fortifications  and  dry  rifle-pits  during  the  night.  I 
met  them  in  the  morning,  and  they  told  me  that  if  I  did  not  give  Howard  up  they 
would  blow  up  the  quarters,  as  they  had  gunpowder  under  it. 

They  promised  that  if  Howard  woald  go  down  to  them  of  his  own  will,  and  relin- 
quish all  claim  to  the  salt  lakes,  they  would  not  hurt  him.  I  told  Howard,  and  he  said, 
**  I  will  go,  as  it  is  the  only  chance  to  save  your  lives,  but  they  will  kill  me." 

I  went  down  with  Howard.  Bnt  before  he  left  the  qnarters  I  told  him  publicly  that 
I  did  not  want  him  to  go,  and  if  he  would  stay  I  would  protect  him  to  the  last.  He 
said,  **  It  is  useless  for  us  to  attempt  to  stand  them  off  any  longer  ;  this  is  our  only 
chance  of  escape."  He  bade  the  boys  good-bye,  gave  his  valuables  to  McBride,  and  we 
walked  ont.  As  there  was  no  one  at  their  quarters  to  interpret  for  us,  I  sent  back  for 
John  Atkinson.  When  he  came  they  took  him  to  another  room  and  made  some  arrange- 
ment with  the  mob.  He  turned  back  to  the  quarters  and  told  the  boys  that  I  had  or- 
dered them  to  come  down  with  their  arms,  as  everything  was  peaceably  arranged. 
When  my  men  arrived  they  were  disarmed  and  imprisoned.  The  leaders  then  came 
to  me  and  t-old  me  I  could  go  to  my  men.  I  objected,  and  said  that  I  had  brought 
Howard  at  their  request,  and  would  not  leave  him  till  all  was  arranged.  Then  twelve 
men  filed  in,  and  showed  me  into  another  room,  where  the  sheriff  of  Pecos  CountY<» 
who  they  still  held,  was  imprisoned.  Then,  for  the  first  tlme^  I  \\^wc^  xsil  th^tslX^a^ 
surrendered,  and  that  John  Atkinson,  to  save  his  own  Wie,  \iaA.\)^tt^^^>ati«i&.« 
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tioned  to  observe  closely  the  action  of  the  Mexican  authorities,  and  if  he  found  that 
they  were  not  exerting  themselves  to  recover  his  stock  and  to  secure  the  thieves,  to 
report  the  fact  immediately  on  his  return  to  the  commanding  officer  at  Fort  Duncan. 
From  the  foregoing  it  will  be  seen  that  this  our  third  effort,  recently  made  to  secure 
■a  Joint  pursuit  of  Indians  and  Mexicans  with  stolen  stock  in  their  possession,  and  who 
were  running  this  stock  away  into  the  mountains  of  Mexico,  has  failed. 

In  my  opinion,  any  similar  efforts  that  may  be  made  in  the  future  will  likewise  fail, 
as  I  do  Dot  believe  the  Mexican  authorities  will  consent  to  our  troops  crossing  over  to 
Join  in  such  pursuit,  or.  if  they  do  consent,  will  thwart  the  enterprise  in  some  way,  as 
they  have  done  up  to  tne  present  time. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,    , 

G.  W.  SCHOBIELD, 
Major  Tenth  Cavalry,  Commanding  Po$U 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General^ 

District  of  the  Nuecea,  Fort  Clark,  Texas, 


The  Secretary  oj   War  lo  the  Secretary  of  State. 

(H.  Ex.  Doc.  13,  45th  Cong.,  1st  Sess.,  p.  231.) 

War  Departbcent, 
Washington  City,  September  11,  1877. 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  report  of  M%j.  G. 
W.  Soboiield,  Tenth  Cavalry,  giving  result  of  his  application  to  the  Mexican  authori- 
ties for  the  extraditfon  of  the  Lipan  ludians. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  T.  CROSBY, 
Chief  Clerk, 
For  the  Secretary  of  War  in  his  absence. 


Headquarters  Post  of  Fort  Duncan,  Texas, 

August  26,  1877. 

Sir  :  As  directed  by  the  general  commanding  in  a  communication  dated  San  Antonio, 
Tex.,  August  18, 1877, 1  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  statement  of  my  own 
action  and  that  of  the  Mexican  officers,  up  to  the  present  date,  in  connection  with  the 
papers  sent  me  to  be  presented  to  General  Falcon  calling  for  the  extradition  of  certain 
Lipan  Indians. 

immediately  on  receipt  of  the  papers  I  sent  an  officer  with  them  to  Col.  F.  Nuncio, 
senior  military  officer  at  Piedras  Ne^ras,  with  a  note  from  myself.  Colonel  Nuncio 
promptly  replied  that  it  was  not  in  bis  power  to  dispose  of  the  matter,  and  at  once  (as 
requested  by  me)  dispatched  the  papers  to  General  Falcon. 

The  substance  of  General  Falcon's  reply  is  supposed  to  be  contained  in  the  inclosed 
communication  from  Colonel  Nuncio  of  this  date.  I  say  supposed,  because  Geneiul 
Falcon^s  letter  has  not  been  shown  to  me. 

I  feel  that  I  am  not  presuming  in  asserting  the  belief  that  nothing  will  be  done  by 
the  military  authorities  of  Mexico  in  earnest  to  secure  the  persons  of  the  Indians  called 
for. 

Of  course  General  Falcon  could  set  accurate  information  as  to  the  whereabouts  of 
these  Indians  in  less  than  f orty-eignt  hours  if  he  chose  to  do  so.  Mr.  Schnchardt  told 
me  yesterday  that  the  Lipans  were  in  camp  not  far  from  Zaragoza ;  that  he  was  so  in- 
formed by  a  Mexican  who  had  just  come  from  that  place,  and  that  the  same  Mexican 
had  before  given  valuable  infcNrmation  which  bad  subsequently  been  found  to  be  cor^ 
rect. 

It  is  well  known  that  Lipans  have  been  in  and  about  the  town  of  Zaragoza  several 
times  since  Trevifio  came  to  this  frontier. 

I  respectfully  request  that  the  statements  made  in  Colonel  Nuncio's  communication 
be  sent  to  Judge  Paschal  from  department  headquarters,  if  it  is  deemed  necessary  that 
he  should  be  so  informed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  SCHOFIELD, 
Major  Tenth  Cavalry,  Commanding  Post. 

Assistant  Adjutant-General  Department  of  Texas, 

San  Antonio,  Tex. 
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IFint  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Dbpartmbnt  of  Texas, 

San  AntofiiOf  I'ex.^  August  30,  1877. 

Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  assistant  adjutant-general  Military  Diyision  of  the 
Miseonri. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 
Brigadier^Oeneralf  Commanding^ 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Missouri, 

ChioagOf  September  5, 1877. 

Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAX, 
Limitenant-Gen^ral,  C&mmanding^ 

[Third  indorsement] 

Respectfully  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  copy  for  the  Department  of 
State. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEKD, 

Adjutant-General, 
Adjutant-General's  Office, 

September  10, 1877. 


The  Secretary  of  War  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 

(H.  Ex.  Doc.  13,  45th  Coug.,  Ist  seas.,  p.  237.) 

War  Department, 
WashmgUm  City,  October  2, 1877. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  for  your  information  copies  of  instructions  issued 
from  beadqaarters  district  of  Nueces,  to  Captains  Kennedy  and  Leho  and  Lieutenant 
Jones,  Tenth  Cavalry,  directing  these  officers  to  proceed  on  a  scout,  and,  although 
they  are  directed  to  cross  into  Mexico,  they  understand  that  should  anv  Mexican  troops 
he  found  on  the  Mexican  side,  the  instructions  for  ^*  co-operation  "  will  apply  to  them, 
and  the  pursuit  will  be  left  to  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  W.  McCRARY, 
Secretary  of  War, 
Hon.  Secretary  of  State. 


Headquarters  District  op  the  Keuges, 

Fort  Clark,  Texas,  September  12, 1877. 

Sir  :  The  district  commander  directs  that  yon  will  proceed  on  the  13th  instant  with 
your  company  on  scout  down  the  Rio  Grande  as  far  as  Palafox,  following  generally 
the  river  below  Fort  Duncan. 

It  in  not  at  all  necessary  that  you  make  lone  marches,  or  that  you  go  every  day.  It 
is  preferable  that  you  camp  for  two  or  three  days  at  a  time,  whenever  yon  happen  to 
strike  oreen  grass.  After  j6n  get  to  Peauathd,  thirty-five  nllles  below  Fort  Duncan, 
you  wul  observe  if  any  parties  of  armed  Mexicans  are  on  thi6  side  of  the  river,  ana 
if  yY>u  find  camps,  make  them  give  a  satisfactory  account  of  themselves,  or  arrest 
them. 

Another  object  of  your  scout^  is  to  have  your  con^ipany  near  where  Indians  have  twice 
recently  crossed  stolen  horses  into  Mexico,  and  as  they  were  entirely  quiet  last  moon, 
it  is  probable  they  may  be  over  during  the  coming  one.  Should  you  get  after  them, 
do  not  hesitate  to  cross  in  pursuit,  and  follow  as  fast  and  as  far  as  you  can,  without 
getting  into  any  of  the  larse  towns  of  the  interior,  sending  word  of  your  crossing  at 
the  same  time  to  these  head(][uarters.  Tou  will  get  from  M%^r  Schofield  a  guide  who 
knows  the  country  on  both  sides  of  the  river. 

You  will  also  select  a  site  for  a  company  of  cavalry  to  have  a  temporary  camp,  either 
on  or  within  a  few  miles  of  the  river,  and  from  forty-five  to  sixty-five  miles  below 
Duncan. 

Start  from  Duncan  with  thirty  days'  rations,  and  use  the  whole  time  in  making  the 
scout ;  and  if  you  desire  you  can  remain  out  ten  or  fifteen  days  longer. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HELENUS  DODT, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Capt.  W.  B.  Kennedy,  Tenth  Cavalry, 

Camp  Tenth  Cavalry,  on  Pinto,  Texas. 
18  A 
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riio,  edbnmta!"  (Hisher  op,  yon ,)    Two  shots  were  then  fired  And  he  fell, 

but  still  was  not  £ad.  He  motioned  toward  his  head,  and  Deeiderio  Apodaoa,  the 
oommander  of  the  firing  party,  put  a  pistol  to  his  head  and  finished  him.  McBride 
was  instantly  killed.    The  bodies  were  then  dra|»ed  off. 

I  witnessed  the  above  scene,  I  heard  the  remsras  I  have  ffiven,  and  hold  myself  re- 
sponsible for  the  troth  of  this  accoant.  When  this  oocorrea  there  stood  in  the  line  of 
insorgents  over  three  hondred  men  from  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  and  I  can  for^ 
nish  the  names  of  most  of  them  if  required.  After  this,  and  also  after  the  tioops 
arrived,  wagon-load  after  wagon-load  of  plunder  was  hamed  away  from  the  town  to 
the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  Dofia  Teodore,  the  widow  of  Ellis,  was  robbed  of 
her  Jewelry,  dresses,  bedclothinff,  furniture— everything ;  her  house  was  stripped. 
Captain  Gregorio  Garcia  made  ms  escafw  to  Guadalupe,  across  the  river,  and  asked 
protection  of  the  president  of  the  municipality.  Cura  Bongo  advised  the  authorities 
to  drive  him  away  and  turn  him  over  to  the  mob  to  be  murdered,  but  Don  Francisco 
Esci^eda  stood  up,  like  a  gallant  gentleman  as  he  is,  and  said  he  would  protect  Don 
Gregorio  with  his  life,  and  so  he  was  saved,  although  most  of  the  Guadalupenos  were 
of  the  mob.  Among  those  of  our  citisens  of  Mexican  origin  who  stood  by  the  side  of 
law  and  order  at  the  risk  of  their  lives  I  will  mention  Captain  Gregorio  Gkurcia  and  his 
sons;  Telesforo  Montes,  Jesus  Cabos,  Judge  Gregorio  N.  Garcia,  Juan  N.  Garcia,  Max- 
imo Aranda,  Pablo  Mejia,  Porfirio  Garcia,  and  Pablo  Romero,  all  intelligent  and  leading 
men.  The  leaders  of  the  mob  are  all  ignorant  men.  Chioo  Barela  cannot  tell  the  fitrst 
letter  of  his  name,  and  he  is  ther  most  intelligent  among  them.  I  shall,  if  you  desire, 
furnish  you  additional  facts  in  regard  to  this  affair. 
Respectfully, 
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FREE  PORTS  AT  MATAMOROS  AND  ON  THE  RIO  GRANDE. 

Official  correspondence  relating  to  the  Mexican  Free  Zone, 

(From  House  Mis.  Doo.  No.  16,  40tli  Cong.,  3d  sess.,  pp.  1  to  11.) 

Juke  9, 1868. 
Od  motion  of  Mr.  Blaine, 

ResoJred,  That  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  be  instructed  to  inquire  whether 
the  action  of  the  Mexican  Government,  in  establishing  free  ports  at  Matamoros  and 
other  points  on  the  Rio  Grande,  is  not  in  violation  of  treaty  stipulations,  and  unfriendly 
to  the  commercial  rights  of  this  country. 

Attest : 

EDW.  Mcpherson,  cierk. 


Department  of  State, 

Washingtony  December  17,  1868. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  15th  instant, 
■and  to  communicate  a  copy  of  all  the  papers  here  containing  information  on  the  sub> 
jeot  of  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  9th  of  June  last,  to  which 
you  refer. 

I  am  under  the  impression  that  the  establishment  of  the  Mexican  Free  Zone,  so  called, 
is  not  at  variance  with  any  existing  treaty  stipulation  between  the  United  States  and 
the  Mexican  Republic. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Hon.-  N.  P.  Banks, 

Chamnan  Committee  on  Foreign  AffairSj  House  of  Representatives. 

List  of  accompanying  papei'9, 

Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seward,  June  7,  1867. 
Same  to  same.  May  9,  1868. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Plumb,  September  30,  186H. 
Same  to  General  Rosecrans,  December  17, 180H. 


Mr.  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seward. 

New  Orleans,  June  7, 1867. 

Sir  :  When  at  Brownsville  and  Matamoros,  in  December  last,  I  received  verbal  infor- 
mation from  reliable  persons  tendinc:  to  show  that  a  considerable  portion  of  the  busi- 
ness of  those  places  consists  in  the  illicit  introduction  into  the  United  States  of  mer- 
•cb and ise  from  Europe,  landed  at  Matamoros  in  Mexico  free  of  duty. 

I  have  also  recently  noticed  in  the  public  journals  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
has  found  it  necessary  to  instruct  the  collector  at  Brownsville  to  employ  an  additional 
number  of  mounted  inspectors  for  the  prevention  of  smugglin^on  the  Rio  Grande  front- 
ier. 

With  your  permission,  I  beg  respectfully  to  submit  to  the  attention  of  the  depart- 
ment what  has,  for  a  long  time,  since  my  attention  has  been  turned  to  our  commercial 
relations  with  Mexico,  appeared  to  me  the  source  of  great  injury  to  our  legitimate  cool- 


292  APPENDIX   C. 

merce  on  that  frontier,  and  to  snf^ges^.  how  the  evil  above  referred  to  may  probably  be 
remedied.    The  facts  are  as  follows  : 

Under  a  certain  disposition  of  the  general  government  of  Mexico,  made  in  1856,  the 
port  of  Matamoros,  and  a  strip  or  district  of  territory  extending  up  from  the  sea-coast 
along  the  Rio  Grande  as  far  as  the  limits  of  the  State  of  Tamaalipas,  or  so  as  to  include 
the  towns  of  Reynosa,  Camargo,  Mier,  and  Gaerrero,  was  constituted  a  free  district,  or 
Zona  Libre,  as  it  is  called,  with  the  following  privileges,  viz : 

All  merchandise  coming  from  abroad  is  allowed  to  be  received  and  entered  at  Mati^ 
moros  without  the  payment  of  any  duty  or  charge  whatever  except  a  small  municipal 
t-ax.  This  exemption  extends  not  only  to  all  effects  couBumed  in  Matamoros  and  a  lim- 
ited region  of  a  few  leagues  thereabouts,  but  also  to  merchandise  placed  in  store,  which 
may  be  so  held  as  long  as  desired.  If  goods  are  sent  from  Matamoros  to  Reynosa, 
Camargo,  Mier,  and  Guerrero,  for  consumption  there,  they  have  had  to  pay,  for  the  last 
three  years  in  Matamoros,  before  leaving,  one-quarter  of  the  regular  tariff  rates,  except 
groceries,  which  pay  nothing.  Goods  sent  from  Matamoros  to  Monterey  pay  full  tariff 
rates  in  Matamoros,  and  the  usual  one-iifth  additional  or  ''contra  registro'' duty  in 
Monterey.  Goods  proceeding  from  Reyuosa,  Camargo,  Mier,  and  Guerrero  to  the  in- 
terior are  supposed  to  pay  at  those  places  full  tariff  rates. 

All  merchandise  coming  from  abroad  to  Matamoros  is  entered  at  the  custom-house 
there  with  the  usual  formalities ;  but  the  merchant  is  then  allowed  to  take  it  to  his 
warehouse  and  hold  it  at  his  pleasure,  and  it  is  only  on  sending  it  to  the  points  above 
mentioned  in  the  interior  that  he  is  called  upon  to  pay  any  duty,  except  the  small  mu- 
nicipal tax  before  mentioned. 

It  results  from  this  singular  disposition  that  the  iport  of  Matamoros  is  practically 
erected  into  a  free  depot  immediately  on  our  border  where  merchandise  brought  from 
Europe  can  be  deposited,  and  where  it  can  be  held  free  of  duty  until  such  time  as  con- 
venient arrangements  can  be  effected  or  opportunity  occurs  for  its  illicit  introduction 
across  the  narrow  Rio  Grande  into  the  United  States.  It  is  apparent  this  is  not  de- 
sirable for  the  interests  of  the  revenue  of  the  United  States. 

At  the  time  when  the  disposition  creatingthis  Free  Zone  was  made  by  the  Mexican 
Government  our  tariff  was  lower  than  the  Mexican  tariff,  and  Brownsville  was  sup- 
plying the  Mexican  trade.  This  injured  Matamoros,  and  the  iuflnence  of  that  place 
secured  from  the  general  government  the  adoption  of  the  preceding  measure,  not  only 
as  a  means  of  protecting  the  business  of  Mexican  towns  against  foreign  competition, 
but  also  as  a  means  indirectly  of  rather  bene6ting  the  public  reveuue  of  Mexico  ;  for 
the  limited  consumption  of  the  Free  Zone  which  was  relieved  of  duty  would  yield  much 
less  revenue  than  it  was  expected  would  be  saved  by  putting  a  stop  to  the  contraband 
l^rade  then  carried  on  from  the  United  States  side  of  the  frontier  into  Mexico.  Now, 
however,  the*situatiou,  as  regards  tariff  rat«s,  has  become  reversed,  and  under  our 
higher  tariff  it  is  no  longer  an  object  to  land  European  merchandise  in  the  United 
States  when  destined  for  an  illicit  introduction  into  Mexico,  but  it  is  now  an  object  to 
land  such  merchandise  in  Mexico,  when  it  can  be  so  landed  there  and  held  free  of  duty 
until  opportunity  can  be  found  for  its  illicit  introduction  into  the  United  States.  The 
effect  upon  the  Mexican  revenues  has  probably  also  not  been  what  was  anticipated  by 
the  general  government  and  urged  at  the  time  by  shrewd  merchants  of  Matamoros ; 
for  it  is  questionable  if  the  creation  of  this  free  district  ha^  not  vastly  added  to  the 
facilities  for  the  fraudulent  transmission  to  the  interior  of  Mexico  of  vast  quantities  of 
merchandise  which,  if  the  tariff  had  been  duly  enforced  at  Matamoros,  would  then 
have  been  compelled  to  pay  the  full  regular  rates  of  duties. 

By  the  establishment  of  this  free  zone  the  system  on  the  Rio  Grande  frontier  has 
become,  practically,  similar  to  that  so  long  in  operation  on  the  west  coast  of  Mexico. 
There,  for  instance,  a  vessel  comes  from  Europe  laden  with  merchandise  for  a  market. 
She  appears  off  Mazatlan.  The  consignee  on  shore  communicates  with  her,  and  before 
her  entry  into  port  advises  whether  the  negotiations  with  the  custom-house  officials, 
which,  in  advance  of  her  arrival,  have  been  in  progress  for  the  introduction  of  her 
cargo  at  a  reduction  from  the  regular  tariff  rates,  have  been  successful  or  not.  If  they 
have,  the  vessel  enters  port;  if  not, she  may  lie  oft*  and  on  for  months, or  may  proceed 
to  some  other  point  on  the  coast  where  the  officials  may  prove  more  tractable.  It  is  this 
contraband  trade,  thus  conducted,  that  has  stood  in  way  of  our  legitimate  commerce 
with  Mexico  ;  and  it  is  a  point  of  exceeding  interest  to  our  future  commercial  relations 
with  that  country  to  ascertain  whether  there  is  not  some  way  by  which  these  excep- 
tional advantages  may  be  terminated,  and  so  all  shippers  to  that  country,  whether  of 
large  or  small  invoices,  be  placed  upon  a  footing  of  just  and  fair  equality. 

At  Matamoros,  ajtplying  to  the  United  States  the  same  system  that  has  prevailed  on 
the  west  coast  of  Mexico,  the  fraudulent  trader  has  now  still  greater  advantages. 
There  he  can  land  his  merchandise  and  hold  it  free  of  duty  in  bis  own  warehouse  at 
his  pleasure  until  he  cap  perfect  arrangements  for  its  introduction  into  the  United 
States ;  or,  failing  in  that,  he  has  still  open  before  him  the  Mexican  market  of  the  in- 
terior, of  which  be  can  avail  himself  whenever  he  chooses^  Or  whenever,  as  is  very 
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probable,  some  favorable  arraogement  cau  be  made  with  the  Binaller  interior  custom- 
lionse  for  its  passage  at  a  reduc^  rate. 

FortuDately,  the  well-known  integrity  of  the  revenae  officers  of  the  United  States 
renders  the  improper  introduction  of  merchandise  across  the  Rio  Grande  extremely 
difficult,  and  restricts  such  traffic  to  a  limited  amount.  Still,  snch  illicit  trade  is 
known  to  exist  in  spito  of  all  precautious;  and  whilQ  the  opportunity  exists  which  is 
afforded  by  the  existence  of  Matamoros  as  a  free  port,  great  temptations  will  continue 
to  be  presented,  and  it  is  certainly  wise  to  inquire  if  a  remedy  cannot  be  found.  I  be- 
lieve it  can  be  found  in  procuring  from  the  Mexican  government  a  revocation  of  the 
disposition  which  created  this  Free  Zone.  The  motives  which  existed  in  favor  of  its 
creation  do  not  now  hold  with  reference  to  its  longer  continuance.  The  high  rates  of 
our  tariff  and  the  vigilance  and  fidelity  of  our  revenue  officers  render  it  impossible  for 
merchandise  from  Europe  to  be  landed  now  in  the  United  States  for  the  purpose  of  its 
illicit  introduction  thence  into  Mexico,  as  was  the  case  in  1^58,  while  there  can  be  no 
object  to  the  general  commerce  of  Mexico  in  permitting  the  free  introduction  into  this 
zone  from  the  United  Slates  of  merchandise  the  product  of  the  United  States,  when 
the  same  is  not  allowed  to  be  so  introduced  free  of  duty  into  other  parts  of  the  re- 
public. On  the  other  hand,  the  interest's  of  all  other  parts  of  the  Mexican  Republic  are 
injuriously  affected  by  special  privileges  conferred  upon  one  portion  that  are  denied 
to  the  rest.  The  commerce  of  Vera  Cruz,  for  example,  has  very  loudly  complained  of 
the  opportunity  the  existence  of  this  Free  Zone  has  given  for  the  introduction  of  mer- 
chandise from  the  frontier  into  a  large  portion  of  the  interior  by  convenient  arrange- 
ments with  the  officials  of  the  smaller  interior  custom-houses  that  are  not  practicable 
in  the  more  rigidly  managed  custom-honees  of  that  port  and  Tampico. 

It  is  evident  that  merchandise  once  landed  on  Mexican  soil  and  placed  in  the  ware- 
bouse  of  the  merchant,  as  is  now  the  case  in  Matamoros,  whether  under  the  provisions 
of  this  free  zone  or  any  other  arrangement  by  which  the  duty  is  avoided  or  postponed, 
is  less  likely  t4>  be  as  certainly  jsubjected  afterward,  in  its  transit  to  the  interior,  to 
the  full  payment  of  duties  at  some  interior  point  as  is  that  landed,  say,  at  Vera  Cruz, 
certain  to  have  there  to  bear  the  full  burden  of  the  tariff. 

There  is,  therefore,  no  argument  that  can  now  be  legitimately  urged  in  favor  of  the 
continuance  of  the  special  immunities  accorded  in  the  creation  of  this  free  zone,  ex- 
cept the  merely  local  interests  of  the  port  of  Matamoros  and  the  other  towns  on  the 
Kio  Grande  that  have  been  mentioned ;  and  their  interests  would  not  now  be  affected 
8o  injuriously  as  would  before  have  been  the  case.  At  the  same  time,  it  is  certainly 
for  the  general  interest  of  the  Mexican  republic  that  its  customs  tariff  should  bear  upon 
all  portions  of  the  national  territory  alike. 

I  therefore  believe  that  a  representation  to  the  Mexican  Government  at  some  proper 
time  by  the  Government  of  the  United  St>ates  upon  this  subject  would  be  attended  with 
satisfactory  results. 

Such  representation  would  certainly  be  none  the  less  proper  when  the  jealous  regard 
of  the  United  States  for  the  due  protection  of  its  revenue  is  dictated  by  the  necessity 
imposed  upon  it  of  providing  for  an  enormous  debt  incurred  in  our  defense  of  the 
cause  of  free  institutions,  in  which  republican  Mexico  is  interested  equally  with  our- 
selves. 

It  is  apparent  that  when  the  full  Mexican  tariff  rates  shall  be  again  exacted  upon 
all  merchandise  landed  at  Matamoros,  the  inducement  to  bring  European  merchandise 
there  for  the  purpose  of  its  illicit  introduction  into  the  United  States  will  entirely 
cease. 

It  is  further  obvious  that  it  would  be  greatly  for  the  interest  of  our  general  com- 
merce with  Mexico  that  the  tariff  rates  of  that  country  should  apply  to  all  ports  alike, 
as  it  would  also  serve  greatly  to  stimulate  and  fieusilitate  our  trade,  could  the  Mexican 
Government  be  induced  to  simplify  their  tariff,  and  instead  of  having,  as  now,  various 
duties,  some  collected  at  interior  points,  establish  one  sole  and  uniform  rate,  to  be  im- 
posed and  paid  solely  and  once  for  ail  at  the  port  of  entry. 

The  almost  entire  breaking  up  by  the  late  intervention  of  the  former  ch  annels  of 
European  trade  affords  a  valuable  opportunity  for  the  United  States  to  n  ow  secure 
almost  a  monopoly  of  the  foreign  commerce  of  Mexico,  and  if  peace,  as  it  m  ay  now  be 
hoped,  shall  be  firmly  established,  that  commerce  will  not  only  be  very  iargely  in- 
creased, but,  in  the  effect  large  returns  in  silver  would  have  upon  our  own  finances, 
may  become  very  important. 

In  this  view,  I  have  thought  it  might  not  be  improper  for  me  to  take  the  liberty  of 
submitting  these  observations  to  the  attention  of  the  department. 

I  am,  sir,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 
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Mr,  Piumb  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  125.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

City  of  Mexico,  May  9,  1868. 

Sib  :  In  the  public  jonrnal8  at  hand  by  this  mail  from  home,  I  notice  reference  made 
to  a  fipreat  increase  of  smuggling  into  the  United  States  across  the  Rio  Grande  frontier. 
Permit  me,  respectfully,  in  this  connection  to  refer  to  a  letter  I  addressed  to  the  de- 
partment upon  this  subject,  from  New  Orleans,  on  the  7th  of  June,  1867,  in  which  I 
called  attention  to  the  system  under  which  the  port  of  Matamoros  in  Mexico  is  main- 
tained as  a  place  of  free  deposit,  into  which  merchandise  can  be  introduced  from 
abroad,  and  tuere  held  free  of  charge  until  a  convenient  opportunity  is  presented  for 
its  illicit  conveyance  across  the  Rio  Grande  into  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Stcretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seicard  to  Mr.  Plumb, 

No.  105.]  Department  of  State, 

fFaahingtoHf  i^tember  30, 1868. 

Sir:  I  give  yon  herewith  a  copy  of  a  note,  which  has  been  received  by  me  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  relation  to  the  existence  on  the  M^iican  bank  of  the  Rio 
Grande  of  a  belt  of  country  which  is  free  from  import  duties  on  commerce.  This  con- 
dition of  things  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  thinks  cannot  be  beneficial  to  Mexico, 
while  it  is  injurious  to  the  revenue  system  of  the  United  States.  This  subject  will  be 
far  better  understood  at  Mexico  than  it  can  be  here.  It  is  not  our  right  to  require 
Mexico  to  modify  her  tariff  laws  for  our  convenience,  nevertheless  it  is  the  custom 
among  friendly  nations  to  give  respectful  attention  to  suggestions  mutually  maae  of 
that  character. 

You  may  confer  with  the  minister  on  foreign  affairs  upon  that  subject, 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

E.  L.  Plumb,  Esq.,  «f c,  cjc,  <fc. 


Mr.  McCuUoch  to  Mr.  Seward, 

Treasury  Department, 

September  26,  166a 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  communication,  dated  the 
21st  instant,  from  Mr.  Samuel  A.  Belden,  of  Brownsville,  Tex.,  in  reference  to  the  ex- 
istence on  the  Mexican  side  of  the  Rio  Grande  of  a  belt  of  country  which  is  free  to 
commerce. 

It  is  alleged  by  Mr.  Belden,  and  it  has  also  been  represented  to  the  department 
through  other  sources,  that  by  reason  of  the  existence  of  such  free  bielt  of  country,  the 
loss  to  the  revenue  by  means  of  smuggling  is  immense  and  continually  increasing,  and 
that  it  seriously  affects  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  that  portion  of  the  United  States 
which  borders  on  the  Rio  Grande. 

In  view  of  these  representations,  it  is  respectfully  suggested  whether  it  would  not 
be  advisable  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Mexican  authorities  the  exemption  of  that 
section  of  the  country,  lying  in  immediate  proximity  to  the  United  States,  from  cus- 
toms duties,  and  exactions  which,  so  far  as  I  am  advised,  are  enforced  throughout  the 
residue  of  the  republic,  thus  inviting  importation  of  merchandise  with  a  view  to  its 
introduction  into  the  United  States  without  the  payment  of  duty,  and  imposing  a  heavy 
expense  on  the  United  States  Government  for  the  protection  of  the  revenue  on  that 
frontier,  without  any  corresponding  benefit  to  Mexico,  that  I  can  perceive,  which  would 
justify  a  measure  so  injurious  to  a  neighboring  and  friendly  power. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  Mcculloch, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Washington  City,  D.  C. 

September  21,  1868.   . 

Some  time  in  the  year  1857  or  '58  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Tamanlipas,  Mex- 
ico, issued  a  decree  authorizing  the  merchants  and  citizens  inhabiting  the  strips  of  ter- 
ritory embraced  in  the  portion  of  the  State  extending  from  the  month  of  the  Bio 
Grande  to  its  furthest  boundary,  and  from  the  river  inland  for  two  leagues,  to  intro- 
duce, free  of  duty,  merchandise  of  all  classes. 

This  is  known  as  the  **  Zona  Libre,"  (free  belt,)  and  the  decree  of  the  governor  was 
in  operation  for  three  years  before  it  was  ratified  by  the  general  government,  and  is  in 
full  force  at  this  time,  notwithstanding  the  protest  of  the  cities  of  Tampioo  and  Vera 
Cruz  against  it  as  partial  and  unjust.  The  government  was  not  in  a  condition  to  re- 
fuse any  demand  of  the  frontier,  because  of  the  heroic  defenses  which  the  inhabitants 
had  made  against  Carvajal  and  other  raiders.  The  merchandise  introduced  under  this 
decree  is  required  to  pay  duties  only  when  exported  from  the  Zona  Libre  to  the  interior 
of  Mexico,  or  to  the  United  States  side  of  the  Bio  Qrande,  and  its  effect  has  been  most 
disastrous  to  the  commerce  of  the  city  of  Brownsville,  and  other  towns  on  our  side  of 
the  Bio  Grande,  as  well  as  to  the  revenue  of  the  United  States.  No  argument  is  required 
to  prove  this,  nor  can  there  be  any  doubt  that  it  is  the  cause  of  the  immense  amount 
of  contraband  trade  upon  the  Arontier,  the  inducements  to  which  are  irresistible  to 
sueh  as  are  willing  to  engage  in  it,  particularly  in  liquors  and  foreign  merchandise, 
which  can  be  purchased  at  Matamoroe  at  a  very  small  advance  over  the  foreign  cost, 
and  their  introduction  into  the  United  States  at  some  point  in  an  extended  frontier  of 
upwards  of  nine  hundred  miles,  cannot  he  prevented. 

Prior  to  the  existence  of  this  decree  the  amount  of  merchandise  in  the  United  States 
bonded  warehouses  at  Brazos  de*  Santiago  and  Brownsville  ranged  from  one  to  three 
millions  of  dollars,  but  since  that  period  the  trade  has  dwindled  to  snch  a  point  the 
custom-house  there,  instead  of  being  a  means  of  revenue,  is  an  expense  to  the  United 
States. 

For  the  removal  of  this  incubus  upon  the  trade  of  the  citizens  of  our  frontier  they 
are  wHhont  power,  but  think  that  the  relations  which  have  existed  between  the  gov- 
ernments of  Mexico  and  the  United  States,  since  the  passage  of  the  decree,  will  justify 
prompt  action  on  the  pai-t  of  the  United  States  to  terminate  so  flagrant  an  injustice. 
Very  respectfully, 

SAM.  A.  BELDEN, 

Brownsville,  Tex, 


Mr,  Sexcard  to  Mr.  Roeecrane, 

No.  11.]  Department  of  State, 

Waehingtony  Dectmher  17,  186K. 

Sir  :  This  Department  has  been  applied  to  by  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  of 
the  House  of  Bepresentatives  for  intbrmatloa  relative  to  the  zone  in  the  northeasteru 
part  of  Mexico  made  free  by  regulation  or  decree  from  import  duties.  The  subject  is 
uf  great  importance  to  the  revenue  of  the  United  States,  and  to  merchants  domiciled 
in  Texas  near  the  Mexican  frontier.  The  Department  has  not  heard  from  your  legation 
in  regard  to  it  since  its  instruction  to  Mr.  Plumb,  No.  105,  of  the  30tb  of  September 
last. 

It  is  supposed  to  be  probable  that  the  existing  constitution  of  Mexico  does  not  con- 
tain a  clause  like  that  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  which  requires  duties 
to  be  uniform  throughout  the  country.    If  snch  a  clause  existed  and  were  respected , 
the  objectionable  measure  referred  to  could  not  have  gone  into  operation. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

William  S.  Rosecraxs,  Esq.,  <f-c.,  cj^c,  <f c. 


Mr.  Setcard  to  Mr.  Banks. 

Department  of  State, 
Waehingtonj  January  2,  18611. 

Sir  :  On  the  17th  of  December  last  I  had  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  all  the 
papers  which  were  then  found  in  the  Department  relating  to  thesubjectof  a  resolution 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  9th  of  June  last,  on  the  subject  of  the  so*  called 
free  commercial  zone  on  the  eastern  boundary  of  Mexico. 
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I  have  DOW  the  honor  to  transmit,  by  way  of  supplement,  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  relat- 
ing to  the  same  subject,  which  has  recently  been  received  from  Edward  L.  Plumb,  esq., 
late  United  States  charg6  d'affaires  in  Mexico,  together  with  a  copy  of  a  recent  instrac- 
tion  issued  from  this  department  to  Mr.  Ro^ecrans,  now  minister  plenipotentiary  in 
Mexico. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Hon.  N.  P.  Bank8, 

Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairtt  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 


Mr,  Plumb  to  Mr,  Setcard. 

No.  2:3*2.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

City  of  Mexico,  December  3,  1868. 

SiK :  I  had  the  honor  on  the  3d  ultimo  to  receive  your  dispatch  No.  105,  of  the  30th 
of  September  last,  relating  to  the  existence  on  the  Mexican  bank  of  the  Rio  Grande  of 
a  belt  of  country  which  is  free  from  import  duties  on  commerce,  and  inclosing  a  copy 
of  a  note  addressed  to  you  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  that  subject. 

In  compliance  with  the  antborizalion  contained  in  your  dispatch  to  confer  with  the 
Mexican  minister  for  foreign  affairs  «pon  this  subject,  I  had  interviews  with  Mr.  Lerdo 
de  Tejada  on  the  6th  and  ^th  ultimo,  at  which  the  existing  arrangement  on  the  Rio 
Grande  frontier  was  fully  discussed ;  and  at  an  Interview  on  the  2d  instant  it  was  again 
referred  to. 

By  the  same  mail  which  brought  me  your  dispatch  I  received  from  the  Department 
a  copy  of  the  published  diplomatic  correspondence  for  1867,  in  which  (vol.  ii,  p.  412) 
is  inserted  the  letter  I  addressed  to  you  from  New  Orleans,  on  the  7th  of  June,  1867, 
upon  the  subject  of  this  objectionable  arrangement  on  the  Mexican  frontier,  and  ea- 
l>ecially  as  relates  to  the  facility  thus  given  to  the  port  of  Mat>amoioe  to  become  simply 
a  port  of  free  deposit  for  effects  from  Europe  for  the  purpose  of  their  illicit  introduc- 
tion across  the  narrow  Rio  Grande  into  the  United  States. 

This  communication,  presenting  fully  the  views  I  could  now  only  reiterate  verbally, 
I  brought  to  the  attention  of  Mr.  Lerdo  in  our  first  interview,  and  I  left  with  him  the 
volume  that  he  might,  as  he  proposed,  have  the  latter  translated  and  laid  before  Pres- 
ident Juraez. 

I  also  communicated  to  him  at  that  interview  the  substance  of  your  dispatch,  and 
of  the  note  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  the  communication  thereto  annexed. 

Subsequently  I  thought  it  desirabje  to  communicate  to  Mr.  Lerdo,  unofficially,  a 
copy  of  your  dispatch  and  its  accompaniments,  and  did  so  on  the  27th  ultimo,  with  a 
iiote,*of  which  copy  is  inclosed  herewith. 

I  also  communicated  to  him,  unofficially,  in  a  note  under  date  of  the  28f  h  ultimo,  a 
printed  slip  containing  the  resolution  relating  to  this  Free  Zone  adopted  by  the  Hooae 
of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  on  the  9th  of  June  last. 

A  copy  of  my  note  and  incloeure  is  herewith  transmitted.  I  also  transmit  a  copy 
and  translation  of  Mr.  Lerdo  de  Tejada's  two  notes  in  reply. 

Since  my  arrival  here  in  October  of  last  year,  I  have,  on  frequent  occasions,  as  op- 
lK>rtunity  has  offered,  made  reference,  in  my  conversations  with  members  of  the  gov- 
ernment and  with  their  public  men  generally,  to  the  desirability  and  Justice  to  com- 
merce of  having  their  national  tariff,  whatever  it  might  be,  made  equally  applicable 
over  all  parts  of  the  republic,  that  the  importer  of  foreign  effects  at  one  point  or  port 
might  be  placed  on  a  just  and  fair  equality  with  those  at  all  others ;  and  I  have  urged 
so  tar  as  I  properly  could,  the  propriety,  both  in  the  interest  of  Mexico  and  from  com- 
ity to  the  United  States,  of  the  termination  of  the  arrangement  now  existing  on  the 
Rio  Grande  frontier. 

I  have,  also,  since  the  appointment  on  the  24th  of  January  last  of  a  commission  to 
revise  the  tariff,  sought  such  opportunities  as  I  properly  could  to  present  these  views 
to  the  members  of  that  commission. 

The  ground,  therefore,  had  been  well  prepared  for  a  direct  conference  upon  tlie  sub- 
ject with  this  government,  and  your  instruction  was  most  timely.  In  my  interview 
with  Mr.  Lerdo  on  the  6th  ultimo,  I  referred  to  the  statement,  published  in  the  Diario 
Oficial  of  the  day  before,  of  the  receipts  at  each  of  their  different  custom-housee,  both 
maritime  and  frontier,  by  which  it  appears  that  the  total  receipts  at  all  of  the  frontier 
custom-houses  of  the  republic  and  at  the  ])ort  of  Matamoroe,  for  the  first  six  months 
of  the  present  year,  amount  only  to  less  than  |400,000,  or  at  the  rate  of  say  $800,000  per 
annum. 

Assuming  the  average  rate  of  duties  under  the  existing  tariff  to  be  50  per  cent.,  the 
above  sum  of  duties  would  therefore  represent  a  legitimate  commerce  of  mly  about 
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$1,600,000  per  annum  while  it  is  notorious  that  the  eonimercial  movement  on  that 
ttoDtier  and  from  Matamoros  into  the  interior  of  the  repuhlic  must  be  of  vastly  frreater 
amount.  A  larp;e  contraband  trade  from  the  Free  Zone  into  the  interior  of  Mexico,  to 
the  detriment  of  the  national  revenues  of  the  republic,  appears,  therefore,  to  be  evident. 

I  also  referred  to  the  fact  that  the  authorities  of  the  State  of  Nuevo  Leon,  which  is 
just  without  the  Free  Zone,  have  petitioned  the  general  government  for  its  abolition, 
representing  i^s  evil  effects  upon  their  commerce  and  the  public  revenue,  as  have  also 
the  ports  of  Tampico  and  Vera  Cruz,  whose  importations  are  necessarily  placed  at 
great  disadvantage  by  the  evidently  fraudulent  introduction  into  the  interior,  by  way 
of  Matamoros  and  of  the  Free  Zone,  of  merchandise  there  held  free  of  duty. 

Mr.  Lerdo  replied  that  he  was  aware  of  these  representations  that  had  been  made, 
and  was  sensible  of  the  disadvantages  to  their  revenue,  to  which  I  had  alluded;  that 
the  subject  tif  this  Free  Zone  was  now  under  consideration  by  the  government  in  con- 
Dectiou  with  the  reform  of  their  tariff;  and  that  while  he  had  borne  in  mind  the 
observations  that  on  several  previous  occasions  I  had  unofficially  made  to  him  upon 
this  subject,  lull  consideration  would  be  given  to  what  I  had  now,  under  the  author- 
ization of  my  government,  brought  to  his  attention. 

That  one  difficulty  that  had  weighed  against  terminating  this  system  on  the  Rio 
Grande  was  the  entire  destruction  that,  it  was  urged,  it  would  bring  upon  Matamoros, 
but  that  perhaps  that  effect  might  be  avoided  by  the  establishment  of  a  system  of 
bonded  warehouses,  such  as  maintained  in  the  United  States,  and  allowing  merchan- 
dise to  remain  in  the  same  for  a  certain  time  before  the  payment  of  duty. 

I  replied  to  the  first  point  that  I  could  hardly  believe  it  probable  that  the  result  he 
apprehended  with  reference  to  Matamoros  would  be  realized ;  that  legitimate  com- 
merce must  in  the  end  be  a  benefit,  rather  than  an  injury,  to  any  place,  and  there  < 
seemed  to  be  a  positive  necessity,  in  justice  to  commerce  at  the  other  ports  of  the  re- 
public, to  have  a  common  tariff  maintained  equally  applicable  everywhere. 

Mr.  Lerdo  made  some  reference  to  the  feeling  that  might  be  raised  on  the  immediate 
frontier  against  the  government  by  the  abolition  of  privileges  that  had  been  so  long 
conceded. 

On  the  17th  ultimo  the  report  just  made  of  the  commission  to  revise  the  tariff,  a 
translation  of  which  I  transmitted  to  the  department  with  my  dispatch  No.  224  of  the 
20th  ultimo,  was  published.  In  it  the  commission  recommend  the  abolition  of  the  free 
2one. 

In  my  interview  with  Mr.  Lerdo  on  the  2i>th  I  referred  to  this  report,  and  I  inquired 
whether  the  position  thus  taken  by  the  commission  would  be  sustained  by  the  goveru- 
ment. 

Mr.  Lerdo  replied  that  the  report  had  not  yet  been  fully  considered  by  the  cabinet, 
and  be  could  not  say  what  the  decision  would  be,  but  he  thought  the  feeling  in  Con- 
gress and  the  tendency  of  jiublic  opinion  generally  was  inclining  toward  the  suppres- 
aion  of  the  free  zone.  * 

So  far  as  the  subject  had  been  discussed  in  the  cabinet  and  between  himself  and  the 
President,  the  inclination  was  such  as  to  lead  to  the  probability  of  final  action  in  the 
matter,  so  far  as  it  might  depend  upon  the  executive  being  in  accord  with  the  recom- 
mendation made  by  the  commission.  That  if  the  tariff  should  be  taken  up  exclusively 
by  Congreps  he  could  not  say  what  its  action  might  be  upon  this  point.  Nor  if  the  new 
tariff  should  be  left,  under  some  general  authorization,  to  the  executive  to  conclude, 
•ould  be  yet  jiositively  say  that  it  would  be  determined  to  abolish  the  free  zone  entirely, 
or  what  means  of  meeting  the  conflicting  interests  involved  would  be  finally  adopted. 
There  was  a  very  strong  opposition  from  Matamoros  sgainst  any  change;  and  the 
evening  before  a  representative  from  there  had  had  a  conversation  with  him  of  over 
two  hoars,  in  which  some  arguments,  which  were  new  to  him  and  which  appeared  to 
have  weight,  were  urged  in  support  of  the  existing  system.  They  were  more  of  a  local 
character,  however,  and  of  detail,  and  could  not  Silij  weigh  against  the  general  prin- 
ciples and  the  international  bearings  of  the  question  which  I  had  laid  before  him. 

I  then  went  over  the  ground  again  of  the  various  arguments  in  favor  of  the  equal 
application  of  the  tariff  of  the  country  to  all  parts  of  the  republic  alike ;  to  the  fallacy 
of  the  representations  made  by  interested  parties  that  contraband  trade  could  be  more 
easily  prevented  under  the  present  arrangement  than  if  the  free  zone  was  abolished, 
and  to  the  grave  inconveniences  arising  to  the  United  States  from  the  liberty  now  ex- 
tended to  the  merchants  in  this  free  zone,  to  land  and  hold  merchandise  there  from 
£urope  without  the  payment  of  any  duty,  and  the  facility  thereby  afforded  of  fraud- 
ulently introducing  the  same  into  the  United  States  across  the  slight  barrier  of  the 
Rio  Grande. 

I  also  urged,  that  as  the  conviction  had  been  created  in  the  Uuited  States  on  the  part 
of  our  public  men  generally,  that  this  arrangement  maintained  by  Mexico,  while  it  was 
of  no  advantage  to  the  republic  at  large,  was  one  of  serious  detriment  to  the  United 
States,  it  became  a  question  of  mutual  concern  on  the  part  of  the  governments  of  the 
two  countries  to  endeavor,  if  possible,  to  remove  this  cause  of  undesirable  prejudice. 

Mr.  Lerdo,  at  the  conclusion  of  our  conversation  upon  this  point,  stated  that  the 
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goverDment  would  esm^'Stly  seek  to  find  sach  solution  of  this  matter  as,  while  not 
altogether  occasioniug  the  evils  apprehended  by  some  from  the  entire  eupprension  of 
the  free  zone,  would  yet  meet  the  views  I  had  expressed,  and  also  satisfy  the  principle 
of  nnifor^nity  in  their  new  tariff.  He  was  inclined  now  to  think  that  this  might  be 
obtained  by  establishing,  in  Matamoros  and  at  the  other  points  of  entry  on  the  frontier, 
a  system  of  bonded  wai'ehousea  such  as  prevailed  in  the  United  States,  and  that  tbii» 
the  systems  on  the  two  sides  of  the  frontier  might  be  made  identical.  If  authoriasation 
should  be  given,  as  he  thought  probable,  to  the  executive  to  conclude  the  adjustment  of 
the  new  tariff  after  the  project  shall  have  been  submitted  to  Congress,  it  would  then 
be  in  the  power  of  the  executive  to  treat  this  subject  in  the  final  framing  of  the  tariff 
regulations,  and  the  desires  of  the  executive  would  be  as  he  had  indicated. 

In  my  interview  with  Mr.  Lerdo  on  the  2d  instant  I  inquired  if  any  decision  npon 
the  subject  had  yet  been  arrived  at  by  the  cabinet  which  I  could, communicate  to  my 
government  as  final.    He  replied  that  there  had  not.  [ 

My  impression  is  that,  with  the  influence  that  ha^i  now  been  brought  to  bear,  the 
suppression  of  the  free  zone  of  the  Rio  Grande,  and  the  application  there  of  the  na- 
tional tariff  the  same  as  in  all  other  parts  of  the  republic,  may  be  bffect^d,  nnlesssome 
political  obstacle  shall  intervene,  either  in  the  adoption  of  the  new  tariff  or  at  the  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  which  takes  place  in  April  and  May  of  the  coming  year. 

The  oontinoanoe  much  longer  of  the  existing  arrangement  does  not  now  appear  to 
be  probable. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 

Hon.  WiLxiAM  H.  Seward, 

Secrtiary  of  State. 


^  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Bo^ecrans. 

No.  15.]  Departmrnt  of  State, 

Washington,  January  2,  1869. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  Mr.  Plumb's  disjiatch  of  the  3d  of  December  last,  No.  232^ 
which  relates  to  the  so-called  free  trade  zone  on  the  Rio  Grande  frontier.  It  gives  me 
much  pleasure  to  say  that  Mr.  Plumb's  proceedings  in  the  execution  of  his4nstrnctions 
on  that  subject  seem  to  have  been  judicious,  and  are  altogether  approved. 

Mr.  Plumb's  dispatch  authorizes  us  to  ho]ie  that  the  anomalous  condition  of  the 
revenne  laws  of  Mexico  on  the  Rio  Grande  frontier  will  be  removed  by  the  Mexican 
Congress.  The  measure  is  highly  interesting,  as  well  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  in  regard  to  its  revenue,  as  to  the  Government  of  Mexico  in  regard  to  its  own 
revenne.  I  tmst  yon  will  spare  no  useful  effort  in  the  matter. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

WiLUAM  S.  ROSECRANS,  Esq.,  ifC'i  4'c.i  ^r. 


Extract  from  a  report  made  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  May  16,  1870,  upon  the  suhjeci 

of  the  Mexican  fret  zone  on  the  liio  Grande. 

(Senate  Report,  No.  166,  4lBt  Congress,  2d  session.) 

The  Joint  Select  Committee  on  Retrenchment,  to  whom  was  referred  Senate  bill  No. 
783,  ''  to  repeal  all  existing  laws  authorizing  the  transportatfon  and  exportation  of 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  in  bond  to  Mexico  overland,  or  by  inland  waters,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  having  considered  the  same,  respectfully  submit  the  following 
report : 

The  object  of  the  bill  is  to  protect,  so  far  as  it  can  be  done  by  legislation  on  our 
part,  the  revenue  of  the  United  States  and  the  interests  of  our  frontier  bordering  on 
the  Rio  Grande,  from  the  losses  and  injuries  resulting  from  the  facilities  for  smuggling 
afforded  by  the  laws  which  it  is  proposed  to  repeal,  and  by  the  existence  of  the  Zona 
Libre^  or  free  belt,  on  the  Mexican  side  of  the  Rio  Grande. 

Prior  to  1858  the  American  towns  enjoyed  greater  commercial  advantages  and  were 
much  more  thrifty  and  populous  than  their  Mexican  neighbors  on  the  opposite  aide  of 
the  river. 

By  the  act  of  August  30, 1852,  the  transportation  to  Mexico  of  goods  in  bond  was 
peroiitted  by  certain  rovUea  av^i^i^ed  ui  \.Vk%i  act^aud  by  such  others  as  the  Secretary  of 
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the  Treasory  might  prescribe.  This  eDabled  American  m^rchauts  to  store  lar^e  qiian- 
ties  of  goods  in  our  bonded  warehouses  uutil  a  favorable  opportunity  arrived  to  with- 
draw them  for  consumption  or  for. exportation  in  bond  to  Mdxico. 

It  is  simply  an  impossibility  to  prevent  smuggling  on  such  a  line  as  that  formed 
by  the  Rio  Grande  so  long  as  a  sufficient  inducement  to  smuggle  exists,  and  doubtless, 
at  that  time,  there  was  considerable  smuggling  from  the  American  side  of  the  river, 
to  the  detriment  of  the  revenue  of  Mexico  and  the  legitimate  couimerce  of  her  mer- 
chants, who  were  unable  to  compete  successfully  with  those  whose  goods  had  paid 
only  the  lower  rate  of  duty  then  required  at  the  American  ports,  or  having  been  ex- 
ported from  the  United  States  in  bond  and  smuggled  into  Mexico,  had  escaped  pay- 
ment of  duties  to  either  nation. 

On  the  2Hth  day  of  December,  1857,  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Tamaulipas 
passed  an  a^'.t  creating  the  Zona  Libre^  which  was  promulgated  March  17,  I8r>d,  by  decree 
of  Kamon  Guei  ra,  then  provisional  governor  of  Tamaulipas.  The  immense  amount  of 
smuggling  on  the  Rio  Grande,  and  the  necvessity  for  the  repeal  of  our  laws  authorizing 
the  exportation  of  goods  in  bond  to  Mexico,  are  mainly  in  consequence  of  that  act. 

J^  the  Zona  Libre  promises  to  be  a  matter  of  considerable  interest  to  the  country,  we 
give  the  decree  establishing  it  in  full  in  the  appendix  to  this  report ;  also  the  testimony 
of  competent  witnesses  showing  its  effects  on  our  revenue  and  the  prosperity  of  the 
frontier. 

The  object  of  the  act  is  clearly  shown  in  the  x>reamble,  where  it  is  recited  ''  that  the 
villages  on  the  northern  frontier  are  found  in  a  really  ruinous  state,''  and  that  the 
decree  is  issued  '*  that  they  may  not  be  entirely  doxmpulated  by  emigration  to  the 
neighboring  country.'' 

By  the  Urat  article  of  the  decree  foreign  goods  are  a<lmitted  to  Matamoros  and  otheiv 
towns  in  the  State  of  Tamaulipas  on  the  Rio  Grande  free  of  duty,  except  such  as 
might  be  imposed  for  local  x>urposes,  which  were  mainly  municipal  and  trifling  in 
amount. 

Article  second  invites  merchants  established  on  the  American  bank  of  the  river  to 
transfer  their  business  and  effects  to  the  other  side,  and  grants  special  facilities  and 
privileges  for  doing  so.  The  other  articlesare  mainly  occupied  with  the  regulations  for 
the  transfer  of  merchandise  from  the  Zi)na  Libre  to  the  interior  of  Mexico. 

That  the  result  of  this  decree  was  not  qnanticipated  by  its  authors  is  clearly  shown 
in  article  eighth,  in  which  the  inhabitants  are  invoked  ^^  to  impede,  by  every  means  in 
their  power,  the  conversion  of  this  benelit  granted  to  them  into  a  shameless  contra- 
band traffic." 

The  purpose  of  the  act  was  evidently  to  build  up  the  Mexican  towns  at  the  expense 
of  their  American  neighbors,  which  was  to  be  accomplished  by  furnishing  to  smug- 
glers, for  hundreds  of  miles  along  a  frontier  that  it-  is  impossible  to  guard,  a  safe 
and  convenient  place  of  deposit  for  goods  which  they  received  free  of  duty,  until  a 
convenient  opportunity  should  occur  to  smuggle  them  into  the  United  Slates.  The  in- 
evitable result  was  the  destruction  of  the  commerce  and  prosperity  of  the  American 
towns,  and  great  frauds,  estimated  at  from  $2,000,000  to  $6,000,000  per  annum,  on  the 
revenue  of  the  United  States. 

The  general  governvient  of  Mexico  hesitated  to  approve  an  act  so  hostile  to  the  in- 
terests of  a  friendly  nation  ;  and  it  was  not  until  July  30,  1861,  when  Texas  was  in 
the  possession  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States,  to  whdiu  the  JSToiia  Libre  would  be  of 
great  advantage,  that  it  received  the  sanction  of  President  Juarez. 

Since  the  close  of  the  war  the  Zona  Libre  has  served  as  a  base  from  which  smuggling 
into  the  United  Stat-es  can  be  safely  carried  on.  The  American  towns  have  decayed, 
and  the  Mexican  towns  have  flourished  in  proportion,  so  that  instead  of  being  in  a 
*'  really  ruinous  state,"  and  liable  to  be  ''entirely  d<>populated  by  emigration  to  the 
neighboring  country,"  as  they  were  in  1858,  they  contained  in  1868  a  population  more 
than  three  times  as  large  as  that  of  their  American  neighbors,  that  ten  years  before 
were  threatening  to  absorb  them.  Honest  merchants,  unable  to  compete  w^ith  the 
smugglers,  have  iH'en  compelled  to  abandon  the  country  or  to  engage  in  illicit  trade 
themselves,  and  the  whole  community  on  both  sides  of  the  river  has  become  so 
thoroughly  demoralized  that  smuggling  is  generally  considered  a  legitimate  and  hon- 
orable business.  The  desperate  characters  whom  this  condition  of  things  has  attracted 
or  created,  i)lunder  private  citizens  as  well  as  defraud  the  government,  and  frequently 
make  raids  into  Texas  and  drive  large  herds  of  cattle  across  the  river  into  Mexico. 
It  is  estimated  by  well-informed  men  that  the  loss  by  these  raids  is  sometimes  as  high 
as  two  hundred  thousand  head  a  year. 

The  prosperity  of  the  whole  frontier  is  paralyzed  by  the  existence  of  the  Zona  Libre. 
The  revenue  of  Mexico  suffers  as  well  as  our  own.  By  the  decree  of  Ramon  Guerra, 
only  goods  consumed  in  the  Zona  lAbre  were  exempted  from  duty  ;  but  although  the 
importations  exceed  many  times  the  amount  that  can  be  consumed  by  the  population 
of  that  territory,  the  custom-houses  collect  barely  enough  to  pay  their  own  expenses. 

The  secretary  of  the  treasury  of  Mexico,  in  his  report  published  \vi  \\i^i^2\^l\i^iR^^ 
says: 
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'^Another  of  tbe  causes  which  have  contributed  most  powerfully  to  dimioish  the 
product  of  the  public  rents,  and  especially  that  of  importation  duties,  has  been  the 
institution  of  the  free  zone,  enjoyed  by  the  frontier  of  Tamanlipas.  The  establish- 
ment of  this  institution,  owing  in  the  beginning  to  the  desire  of  favoring  the  frontier 
populations  of  Tamaulipas,  constitutes  an  exception  which  can  with  difficulty  be  sus- 
tained according  to  good  economical  principles,  and  which  has  given  and  will  still 
give  margin  for  abuses  and  frauds  of  importance  by  which  suffer  gi*eatly  the  commerce 
of  good  laith  and  the  federal  exchequer/* 

Soon  after  the  restoration  of  order,  the  attention  of  the  Mexican  Government  was 
called  to  the  injuries  resulting  to  both  countries  from  the  existence  of  the  zona  Ztftrf , 
and  to  the  nnfrieudly  spirit  shown  by  enacting  for  the  territory  bordering  on  our 
frontier  different  customs  regulations  from  those  which  existed  in  other  parts  of  the 
country,  by  which  the  enforcement  of  our  laws  and  the  prevention  of  frauds  on  our 
revenue  were  made  impossible.  The  President  and  heads  of  the  executive  departments 
admitted  the  justice  of  our  complaiuts,  and  gave  reason  to  hope  that  the  decree  es- 
tablishing the  2U>na  Libre  would  be  abrogated  at  tlie  next  session  of  Congress.  No 
action  was  taken  by  the  Mexican  Congress  until  December  last,  when,  instead  of 
abrogating  the  decree,  they  extended  it  bo  as  to  include  the  States  of  Nnevo  Leon  and 
Coahuila. 

The  following  extract  from  an  article  which  appeared  in  La  Cronica,  March  Id,  1870, 
and  which  it^s  understood  was  written  by  a  distinguished  member  of  the  Mexican 
Congress,  will  show  the  spirit  in  which  this  extension  waA  made,  and  the  manner  in 
which  the  Zona  Libre  is  regarded  by  the  enlightened  statesmen  of  Mexico: 

"  The  newspapers  of  the  United  States  are  full  of  complaints  against  the  institution 
of  the  Free  Zone  on  our  northern  frontier.  The  evils  resulting  therefrom  to  the  treasury 
and  the  commerce  of  their  country  are  serious,  and  they  denounce  the  measure  as 
contrary  to  the  reciprocity  which  should  exist  between  tne  two  countries.  For  our- 
selves, from  the  time  the  establishment  of  the  free  zone  was  discussed  in  Congress,  it 
never  seemed  to  us  a  measure  favorable  to  the  interests  of  Mexico,  and  we  believed 
further  that  it  would  tend  to  destroy  the  relations  of  Iriendship  existing  between  the 
two  nations. 

**  We  remember  that  Congress  was  deluded  by  the  assurance  that  the  institution  of 
the  Free  Zone  injured  the  commerce  of  tbe  United  States,  and  for  this  reason  favored 
the  interests  of  Mexico.  We  admit  the  former  proposition,  but  are  far  from  expecting 
that  the  latter  will  prove  trne.  We  do  believe,  after  having  studied  the  question,  that 
the  free  zone  injures  both  nations;  tbe  United  States,  because  all  that  frontier  being  a 
free  port,  the  merchants  of  the  American  side  will  come  to  our  territory  to  store  their 
goods,  and  watch  for  an  opportunity  to  introduce  them  in  a  clandestine  manner  into 
Texas.  Thns  Mexico  will  be  in'tbe  position  of  a  person  who  injures  himself  and  at 
the  same  time  injures  his  neighbor. 

**  It  was  said  in  Congress  that  Mexico  was  free  to  dictate  her  own  laws.  Nobody  caa 
doubt  that  she  has  this  right,  but  neither  can  we  disregard  the  obligations  imposed 
upon  nations  by  natural  law  not  to  make  themselves  bad  neighbors,  one  to  the  other.'' 

With  a  knowledge  of  the  course  pursued  by  Mexico  during  tbe  war,  and  of  tbe  feel- 
ing toward  the  United  States  which  now  animates  the  majority  of  her  Congress,  it  is 
useless  to  expect  anything  from  her  friendship  or  her  Justice. 

We  must  depend  wholly  on  ourselves,  and  mast  protect  our  revenue  by  the  best 
means  in  our  power.  This  can  be  partially  effected  by  the  passage  of  the  proposed 
bill.  Large  quantities  of  merchandise  are  transported  in  bond  from  other  parts  of  the 
United  States,  mainly  from  Indianola,  Galveston,  and  Corpus  Christi,  to  the  bank  of 
the  Rio  Grande,  and  ostensibly  crossed  over  into  Mexico.  Of  this  the  certificate  of  an 
American  consul,  or,  where  there  is  no  consul,  that  of  two  merchants,  is  considered 
sufficient  evidence,  and  on  the  return  of  such  a  certificate  the  bond  is  canceled.  Where 
nearly  all  the  inhabitants  are  engaged  in  smuggling,  such  certificates  are  not  difficalt 
to  obtain.  No  inconsiderable  portion  of  those  goods  never  cross  the  river,  bnt  after 
proceeding  for  a  few  miles  in  the  direction  of  the  place  to  which  they  are  professedly 
destined,  they  are  carried  into  the  chaparral,  taken  from  the  original  packages,  and 
thereafter  transported  with  perfect  impunity  into  the  interior.  After  tbe  requisite 
time  the  certificate  that  they  have  been  landed  in  Mexico  is  returned,  signed,  as  re- 
quired, by  two  merchants,  and  the  bond  is  canceled.  Sometimes  the  goods  are  actnally 
carried  across  the  river,  but  the  greater  portion  soon  find  their  way  back  into  the 
United  States  without  the  payment  of  duties. 

The  northern  States  of  Mexico  are  mainly  dependent  for  their  supplies  on  goods 
transported  in  bond  across  a  portion  of  our  territory. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  lately  issued  orders  discontinuing  routes  desig- 
nated by  the  Treasury  Department  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  August  30, 
1852.  By  the  pa<8a;>e  uf  the  proposed  bill  the  other  routes  authorized  by  that  act  will 
be  c'oped,  and  tbe  transit  trade  in  bond,  with  all  the  smuggling  resulting  therefrom, 
entirely  stopped. 

The  cost  of  supplies  for  the  northern  States  of  Mexico  will  be  increased  by  the  ex- 
pense of  transportation  over  long,  difficult,  and  unsafe  routes,  or,  if  received  by  the 
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flame  routes  as  at  preseut,  by  the  addition  of  the  United  States  duty,  which  must  then 
be  paid,  so  that  it  will  be  for  the  interest  of  the  people  of  those  States  to  join  with  the 
party  already  opposed  to  the  Zona  Libre  in  demanding  its  abolishment. 

The  passage  of  the  proposed  bill  will  prevent  smuggliug,  so  far  as  it  is  perpetrated 
under  cover  of  our  laws  authorizing  the  exportation  of  goods  in  bond,  but  it  will  not 
prevent  the  smuggling  into  the  United  States  of  goods  originally  imported  into  Mex- 
ico, and  will  therefore  prove  only  a  partial  remedy.  No  effectual  prevention  of  smug- 
gling across  the  Rio  Grande  can  be  devised,  except  such  as  will  require  the  concur- 
rent action  of  Mexico. 

The  State  Department  has  been  in  correspondence  with  the  Mexican  Government  for 
two  years  past  in  relation  to  the  Zona  Libre^  and,  although  the  president  and  executive 
officers  of  that  government  have  expressed  their  sense  of  its  injurious  effects  on  both 
countries,  and  their  de8ire  for  its  abolishment,  the  only  practical  result  has  been,  as 
was  before  stated,  its  extension  by  Congress  over  two  more  States. 

The  hope  of  successful  negotiation  seems  to  have  been  exhausted.  In  violation  of 
her  own  constitution,  which  prohibits  the  enactment  of  revenue  laws  unequal  in  their 
effect,  Mexico  still  persists  in  maintaining  along  our  frontier  a  belt  of  territory  to 
which  goods  are  admitted  free,  while  imports  to  all  other  portions  of  the  country  are 
required  to  pay  a  heavy  duty.  Unfriendly  is  the  mildest  term  by  which  such  conduct 
can  be  characterized.  A  due  consideration  for  the  protection  of  our  own  interests  may 
render  other  measures  requisite  to  induce  Mexico  to  regard  the  comity  of  nations,  and 
observe  toward  us  such  a  course  of  conduct  as  is  essential  to  the  maintenance  of 
friendly  relations  between  neighboring  countries.  In  so  delicate  and  important  a  mat- 
ter, the  committee  offer  no  suggestions,  but  simply  repdrt  the  facts  connected  with  the 
existence  of  the  Zona  Libre  fur  the  consideration  of  Congress,  and  recommend  the  pas- 
sage of  the  proposed  bill  without  amendment. 


A  BILL  to  repeal  nil  existine  lawn  authorizing  tbe  traniiportatini)  nud  rxportntioo  of  Koods.  wares 
aod  merchandise  in  bond  to  Mexico,  overland  or  by  inland  waters,  and  for  other  purposos. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represenlaiii^en  of  the  United  Stales  of  America 
in  Congress  assembled^  That  all  existing  laws  authorizing  the  transportation  and  ex- 
portation of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  in  bond  to  Mexico,  overland  or  by  inland 
waters,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  all  existing  provisions  of  law  authorizing  the 
payment  of  drawback  upon  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  exported  from  the  United 
States  to  ports  or  places  in  Mexico  north  of  parallel  twenty-three  degrees  thirty  min- 
utes north  latitude,  or  the  cancellation  of  bonds  given  for  the  exportation  and  landing 
of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  at  such  ports  and  places,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby, 
repealed  ;  and  all  authority  to  issue  certilicates  in  respect  to  the  landing  and  delivery 
of  ^oods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  conferred  by  law  upon  merchauts  and  consuls  of  the 
United  States,  resident  at  places  in  Mexico  north  of  said  parallel,  is  hereby  revoked. 


APPENDIX. 
Decree  efilablishing  the  Zona  Libre  and  approval  of  the  general  government  of  Mexico, 

GOVERNMENT  OF  THE  STATE  OF  TAMAULIPAS. 

The  citizen  Ramon  Gnerra,  governor  ad  interim  of  the  State  of  Tamaulipas,  cou- 
sideiing  that  the  towns  on  the  northern  frontier  are  really  in  a  state  of  decay  fur  the 
lack  of  laws  to  protect  their  commerce;  that,  situated  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  a 
mercantile  nation  which  enjoys  free  commerce,  they  need  equal  advantages  in  order 
not  to  lose  their  population,  which  is  constantly  emigrating  to  the  neighboring  coun- 
try ;  desiring  to  put  an  en^  to  so  serious  an  evil  by  means  of  privileges  which  have  so 
long  been  demanded  by  the  commerce  of  the  frontier ;  favorably  considering  the  peti- 
tion of  the  inhabitants  of  Matamoros,  and  using  the  extraordinary  faculties  with  which 
I  am  invested  by  the  decree  of  December  28,  the  last  of  the  honorable  legislature  of 
the  State,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  council,  I  have  seen  tit  to  decree  as  fol- 
lows : 

Article  1.  Foreign  goods  designed  for  the  consumption  of  the  city  of  Matamoros 
and  of  the  other  towns  on  the  bank  of  the  Rio  Bravo,  Reynosa,  Camargo,  Mier,  Guer- 
rero, and  Monterey  Laredo,  and  for  the  trade  which  these  towns  carry  on  among 
themselves,  shall  be  free  from  all  duties,  with  the  exception  of  municipal  duties  and 
such  taxes  as  may  be  imposed,  to  tbe  end  that  the  burdens  of  the  State  may  be  borne. 
In  like  manner,  goods  deposited  in  government  warehouses,  or  in  warehouses  belong- 
ing to  private  individuals  in  the  said  towns,  shall  be  free  of  duties  so  long  as  they  are 
not  conveyed  inland  to  other  towns  of  the  State  or  of  the  republic.  Tbe  terms  on 
which  this  trade  is  to  be -conducted  are  laid  down  in  the  following  articles. 
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Art.  2.  Mexican  or  foreign  merchants,  settled  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Bravo,  who 
may  desire  to  avail  themselves  of  this  privilege,  may  transport  their  goods  and  fix 
their  trading  establishments,  withont  paying  any  datiee,  in  any  of  the  towns  afore- 
said, being  subject,  in  making  snch  transx)ortAtion,  to  the  provisions  made  in  the  laws 
of  the  maritime  and  frontier  cnstom-honses  for  the  importation  of  foreign  goods  into 
the  repnblic  with  the  object  of  avoiding  the  clandestine  introdnction  of  goods,  to  the 
detriment  of  the  national  treasury. 

Art.  3.  Any  load  conveyed  to  the  right  side  of  the  Bravo  mnst  be  carried  throngh 
the  fords  of  the  river  designated  in  the  regulations  of  the  custom-houses  of  said  towns, 
and  goods  abont  to  be  shipped,  already  shipped,  or  which  have  been  discharged  at 
other  places  than  those  designated,  shall  be  subject  to  confiscation,  together  with  the 
vessel,  boat,  launch,  carts,  or  wagims,  upon  which  snch  goods  were  conveyed,  and  the 
carriers  shall  be  required  to  pay  a  fine  of  from  twenty-five  to  one  hundred  dollars ;  and 
the  owners  of  the  load  shall  be  obliged,  besides  forfeiting  their  goods,  to  close  the 
trading  establishments  which  they  may  have  in  the  republic,  their  names  being  pub- 
lished in  the  newspapers,  together  with  a  statement  of  the  fact  and  an  order  directing 
the  elosure  of  their  business. 

Art.  4.  Groods  leaving  the  towns  where  the  custom-houses  are  designed  for  free  con- 
sumption, must  go  with  permits  or  passes,  as  is  usual  in  the  internal  trade  of  the 
republic;  in  these  documents  varions  stations  shall  not  be  indicated,  but  only  one  in 
which  the  goods  are  to  be  consumed,  and  a  fictitious  name  of  the  carrier  shall  not  be 
inserted,  but  his  real  Christian  name  and  surname,  as  likewise  the  name  of  the  sender 
and  that  of  the  consignee.  Any  failure  in  this  respect  will  give  rise  to  a  grave  r»^n- 
sibility  on  the  part  of  the  official  issuing  snch  documents.  Acknowledgments  of  the 
receipt  of  the  goods,  and  of  the  delivery  of  the  same  to  the  consignees,  will  in  all  cases 
be  required  with  little  delay,  in  order  that  goods  consumed  outside  of  the  privileged 
towns,  in  violation  of  the  permit,  may  pay  the  lawful  duties.  Goods  for  the  use  of 
ranohos  in  the  jurisdiction  shall  be  required  to  pay  no  duties  when  their  value  does  not 
-exceed  thirty  dollars,  and  when  they  have  the  proper  permits,  without  which  requisite 
they  shall  be  confiscated. 

Art.  5.  The  circnlation  of  goods  for  free  consumption,  as  well  as  for  conveyance  into 
the  interior  of  the  republic,  shall  be  subject  to  the  examination  of  the  custom-house 
officers  at  the  place  whence  they  are  sent.  The  carriers  of  such  goods  must  present 
themselves  with  the  same,  and  with  their  documents,  at  the  sentry-boxes  situated  on 
their  route,  to  the  official  on  duty,  that  they  may  receive  his  visa,  without  which 
requisite  they  shall  be  liable  to  confiscation,  although  the  documents  covering  the 
load  may  have  been  issued  in  due  form  of  law.  It  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  the  carrier 
to  present  the  load  and  documents  at  the  custom-house  of  the  place  of  destination, 
under  the  same  penalty  of  confiscation. 

Art.  6.  The  administrator  (collector)  of  the  custom-house  issuing  the  permits  or 
passes  must  give  notice  by  the  next  ordinary  mail,  to  the  administrator  of  the  custom- 
house at  the  place  of  destination,  that  said  documents  have  been  issued,  stating  the 
date  and  the  numbers  thereof,  the  name  of  carrier,  and  of  the  consignees,  and  the 
time  fixed  for  their  presentation.  The  administrator  of  the  custom-house  at  the  place 
of  destination  shall  compare  the  load  with  the  documents  covering  it,  examining  it 
carefully  in  accordance  with  the  custom-house  regulations,  and  sending  word  as  to  the 
result  to  the  administrator  of  the  custom-house  at  the  point  whence  the  goods  were 
sent. 

Art.  7.  Foreign  goods  leaving  the  privileged  towns,  to  be  conveyed  into  the  interior 
of  the  republic,  shall,  at  the  time  of  so  doing,  become  subject  to  the  duties  laid  upon 
them  by  the  tariff,  and  they  shall  never  be  conveyed  into  the  interior  withont  having 
paid,  at  the  custom-house  of  their  place  of  departure,  all  duties  which  are  required  to 
be  paid  in  the  port,  and  without  the  observance  of  all  the  requirements  and  provisions 
of  the  laws  in  force,  in  order  not  to  be  molested  or  detained  on  their  way. 

Art.  8.  As  the  privilege  grantod  by  this  decree  ought  not  to  cause  any  detriment  to 
the  national  revenue,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  frontier  to  prevent,  by  all 
the  means  in  their  power,  this  privilege  from  being  converted  into  a  shameful  smug- 
gling traffic  ;  it  is,  therefore,  the  duty  of  every  inhabitant  of  the  frontier  voluntarily 
to  become  a  sentinel, constantly  on  the  watch  to  prevent  smuggling;  otherwise,  the 
government  will  be  under  the  painful  necessity  of  withdrawing  this  privilege,  by  re- 
voking the  present  decree. 

Art.  9.  This  decree  shall  be  subject  to  the  revision  and  approval  of  the  Congress  of 
the  State  at  its  next  meeting  in  ordinary  session  ;  and  to  that  of  the  general  Congress 
when  constitutional  order  shall  be  restored,  although  it  shall  go  into  force  as  soon  as 
published  in  the  privileged  towns. 

Therefore,  I  order  it  to  be  printed,  published,  circulated,  and  duly  enforced. 

Done  at  Ciudad  Victoria,  March  17,  1858. 

RAMON  GUERRA. 

JosP.  Maria  Olvkra, 

Chief  Official. 
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The  foregoing  decree  was  afterward,  on  the  30th  day  of  Jnly,  1861,  approved  by  the 
general  government  of  the  Hepoblic  of  Mexico ;  a  translatiou  of  the  decree  of  Presi- 
dent Juarez,  approving  of  the  saniei  is  as  follows,  viz : 

Benito  J uarbz,  President  of  the  United  States  of  Mexico,  to  the  inhabitants  thereof : 

Be  it  known  that  the  sovereign  Congress  has  deemed  proper  to  decree  the  following: 

Article  1.  We  do  approve  ot  the  act  passed  by  the  State  of  Tamaulipas  on  the  17th 
day  of  March,  1858,  by  which  the  towns  of  Matamoros,  Reynosa,  Caraargo,  Mier,  Guer- 
rero, and  Monterey  Lared,  sitnated  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Rio  Grande,  were  made 
free  jmrts  of  entry  for  all  foreign  goods  shipped  to  these  towns  and  destined  for  the 
consumption  of  and  traffic  between  said  towns,  under  the  rules  and  regulations  laid 
down  in  said  decree. 

Given  in  the  halls  of  the  Congress  of  the  Union  of  Mexico,  on  the  30th  day  of  July, 
1801. 

JOSfi  LINARES, 

Deputy  Prtatdent. 

E.  ROBLRR, 

Gil.  L.  Ganoa, 

Deputy  Secretaries. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  ordered  the  foregoing  to  be  printed,  published,  and  circu- 
lated for  the  proper  compliance  with  tbe  same. 
Given  at  the  National  Palace  of  Mexico,  on  the  30th  day  of  July,  1861. 

BENITO  JUAREZ. 
Citizen  Higento  Nunez, 

iSecretary  of  SState,  Tieasury.and  Public  Credit. 

Take  notice  of  the  foregoing  and  enforce  the  compliance  therewith. 
Liberty  and  reform,  Mexico,  July  30,  Itftil. 

NUNEZ. 
The  PoiJTiCAL  Chief  of  the  District  of  Xorthern  Tamaulipas. 

The  above  is  a  certified  copy. 

H.  Matnmoros,  September  2,  1861. 

N.  CORDOVA, 

Hetretari/. 


Mr,  Xelsou  to  Mr.  Fiah. 

(Foreign  Relations,  1870,  p.  486.) 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mextco,  November  4,  iJiTO. 

Sik:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  an  able  speech  by  Mr.  Romero,  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  to  the  Mexican  Congress,  in  the  sessions  of  the  28th  and  29th  ultimo,  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  maintenance  and  extension  of  tbe  Free  Zone.  The  debate  will  probably 
continue  for  some  tiuie,  and  Mr.  Romero  reserves  the  right  to  be  heard  again  at  its 
close. 

I  also  send  a  synopsis  of  a  speech  in  favor  of  tbe  Free  Zone,  by  the  Deputy  Don 
Ramon  Guzman,  delivered  in  the  session  of  the  27th  ultimo.  This  orator  is  perhaps 
the  most  strenuous  defender  of  that  measure,  and,  as  will  be  seen  by  his  speech,  bases 
his  argument,  in  a  great  degree,  upon  the  well-known  opposition  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  States.  He  also  intimates  that  the  American  Government  attempted  to 
ii]flueuce  himself  and  another  deputy  to  report  against  the  Free  Zone,  when  serving 
upon  a  committee  of  consul  I  atiou  a  year  or  two  siitce. 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


Speech  of  the  stea^etart/  of  the  treasurtf,  Mr.  liOmero,  in  the  Mexican  Congress,  October  28  and 
29,  1870,  against  the  Free  Zone,  translated  from  the  Diario  Ofcial  of  October  31, 1870. 

The  executive  is  to-day  again  placed  in  a  condition  of  embarrassment,  being  com- 
pelled to  express  an  opinion  in  opposition  to  the  interests  which  have  been  acijuired  in 
a  zone  of  the  republic,  and  which  have  been  rejiresented  to  this  assembly  ^^\Cl^^\a.^^^ 
with  the  honor  and  the  prosperity  of  the  nation,  with  t\i©  pattxoU^^va.  «a\^  VVw«v  \sv«?X» 
sacred  rights  of  the  citizen.    It  ib  in  fulfillment  of  a  dutv  tovfat^  \Ai^  wwWox^,  ^V\^\v 
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the  executive  believes  to  be  saperior  to  every  other  consideratioD,  tbat  I  now  come  to 
luake  known,  in  all  loyalty,  its  opinion  upon  the  delicate  sabject  of  the  Free  Zone. 

The  importance  of  this  question  and  the  j^rave  interests  at  stake  impel  me  to  begin 
by  begging  the  chamber  to  be  good  enough  to  lend  me  an  undivided  attention  during 
the  expobition,  which  I  will  endeavor  to  make  as  brief  as  possible. 

At  the  outset,  I  must  state  that  I  have  seen,  with  regret,  as  well  in  the  session  of 
yesterday  as  in  that  of  to-day,  that  the  supporters  of  the  Free  Zone  have  seen  fit  to 
bring  into  the  discussion  the  desires  or  the  convenience  of  a  foreign  nation  in  reference 
to  this  subject.  It  seems  to  me  unworthy  of  this  hall,  and  almost  indecorous  for  Con- 
gress, tbat  in  treating  a  question  essentially  Mexican  there  should  ht  presented,  as  a 
consideration  which  ought  to  have  a  decisive  influence  on  its  judgment,  such  desires 
or  such  convenience  of  a  foreign  nation,  especially  when  these  reastms,  which  so  much 
affect  the  notorious  patriotism  and  lively  susceptibility  of  Cimgress,  with  the  object 
of  preventing  a  matureir  consideration,  and  causing  it  to  decide  this  queslion  rather 
with  the  heart  than  with  the  head. 

At  the  time  of  the  discussion  of  the  Free  Zone  la^t  year,  when  the  bases  of  the  tariff 
were  approved,  it  was  insinuated,  with  more  or  less  directness,  as  it  has  been  more 
sparingly  during  the  present  debate,  that  the  executive  opinion  against  the  Free  Zone 
emanated  from  a  fear  of  the  neighboring  natiou,  which  had  expressed  a  wish  to  have 
that  zone  abolished,  or  from  an  excessive  condescension  toward  that  nation.  Those 
who  believe  this,  know  neither  the  character  of  the  p^epent  incumbent  of  the  execu- 
tive chair  nor  the  tendencies  of  the  human  heart.  To  proceed  in  this  manner  it 
would  be  necessary  that  the  executive  should  renounce  the  fulhllment  of  his  most 
sacred  duties,  and  abdicate  every  sentiment  of  patriotism,  and  even  every  sentiment 
of  personal  dignity.  To  sacrifice  the  interests  of  a  nation,  the  welfare  and  prosperity 
of  a  portion  of  its  inhabitants,  the  decorum  and  the  dignity  of  the  republic,  to  an  ex- 
cess of  fear  or  of  servility,  it  would  be  necessary  to  have  lost  not  merely  every  patriotic 
sentiment  but  even  the  dignity  of  freemen.  The  chief  of  the  nation  who  was  not 
intimidated  when  the  whole  colossal  power  of  France  sought  to  subjugate  the  republic, 
is  not  the  man  who  could  be  intimidated  because  a  friendly  neighboring  nation  makes 
to  him  a  courteous  and  amicable  suggestion.  If  the  executive  should  carry  the  fear  or 
the  servility  which  is  imput/cd  to  him  so  far  as  to  sacrifice  the  interests  of  the  nation 
to  a  foreign  interest,  as  surely  as  he  would  l>e  contemned  within  the  republic,  he  would 
be  despised  by  the  very  nation  in  whose  behalf  he  had  made /SUch  a  sacrifice.  The 
]>ractical  knowledge  which  I  have  of  the  United  States,  from  having  had  the  fortune 
to  reside  there  eight  years,  mnkes  me  certain  that  any  Mexican  functionary  who, 
through  servile  deference  toward  that  nation,  should  sacriHce  the  legitimate  interests 
of  his  own  country,  would  meet  in  tbat  society  only  with  scorn  and  contempt.  There 
is,  xierhaps,  no  nation  which  better  knows  how  to  appreciate  patriotism  and  the  ful- 
fillment of  duty  than  the  United  States.  With  this  conviction,  can  any  one  believe, 
in  good  faith,  that  ignoble,  or  unpatriotic  sentiments  have  guided  the  executive  in 
determining  his  opinion  against  the  Free  Zonef  I  refrain  from  enlarging  upon  these 
considerations,  because,  as  I  have  already  said,  it  seems  to  me  inappropriate  and  im- 
proper to  mingle  with  the  discussion  of  this  subject  the  interests  of  a  foreign  nation. 
I  believe  that  this  question  ought  to  be  decided  in  view  of  the  interests  ot  our  own 
country,  and  from  this  stand-point  I  propose  to  examine  it,  begging  the  chamber  to 
pardon  mo  for  having  touched  upon  considerations  of  another  character,  to  which  I 
have  been  forced  by  the  allusions  which  the  orators  who  have  advocated  the  Free  Zone 
have  thought  proper  to  make. 

The  question  of  the  Free  Zone  Is  very  complicated  and  ought  to  be  considered  under 
its  various  aspects.  Upon  laying  out  a  new  dividing  line  between  Mexico  and  the 
United  States,  in  accordance  with  the  treaty  of  February  2,  1848,  one  fact  became  un- 
avoidably evident,  which  had  before  been  unknown,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  two 
nations  were  separated  by  immense  deserts.  This  fact  was  that  the  United  States  en- 
joyed peace,  security,  guarantees  for  persons  and  property,  low  tariffs,  and  commercial 
privileges;  while  in  Mexico,  through  a  long  chain  of  misfortunes  known  to  all,  almost 
all  these  advantages  were  unknown,  or  were  enjoyed  in  a  much  smaller  degree  than  in 
the  United  States.  It  was  a  natural  consequence  of  these  difficulties  of  condition  that 
all  this  welfare  and  prosperity  on  one  side  should  be  converted  into  misery  and  deca- 
dence on  the  other,  aggravated  by  the  presence  at  a  very  short  distance,  of  the  ad- 
vantages enjoyed  beyond  the  Rio  Bravo  (Grande).  Upon  a  philoso]>hical  and  impar- 
tial examination  of  the  causes  and  the  remedies  of  this  state  of  afi'airs,  without  any 
desire  to  prejudice  the  mind  of  the  chamber  by  exciting  its  patriotism,  it  is  apparent 
that  there  was  in  all  this  two  things  substantially  different,  though  closely  connected — 
the  social  or  {political  situation,  and  the  mercantile  situation.  The  causes  of  the  dif- 
ference in  the  social  or  political  situation  were,  on  the  one  hand  uncompromising  obe- 
dience to  law,  a  system  of  government  calculated  to  secure  and  develop  the  interests 
of  the  majority,  and  other  causes  of  no  less  importance ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
results  of  absolute  systems  of  government,  whose  object  was  the  welfare  of  the  few  to 
the  detriment  of  the  many,  the  lack  of  peace,  of  security,  and  of  re8]>ect  of  law,  and 
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other  circnrastaDces  of  equal  importance.  This  inequality  of  condition  could  not,  con- 
sequently, be  remedied  either  by  the  establishment  of  the  zone  or  by  any  other  artifi- 
cial measure.  Its  remedy  would  require,  on  our  part,  peace,  respect  for  law,  security, 
a  system  of  government  favorable  to  the  interests  of  the  majority,  and  the  other  con- 
ditions whicn  prevail  in  the  neighboring  state.  Fortunately  we  have  now  entered 
upon  this  path,  and  if,  as  is  to  be  hoped,  we  do  not  encounter  in  it  any  insuperable  ob- 
stacles, we  shall,  in  time,  succeed  in  rendering  the  condition  of  the  two  banks  of  the 
Rio  Bravo  identical  in  ]>olitical  and  social  well-being,  but  it  is  very  evident  that  this 
result  cannot  be  obtaioed  by  means  of  the  Free  Zone. 

The  prevailing  mercantile  condition  on  the  two  banks  of  the  Rio  Bravo  prior  to  the 
year  16&8,  when  the  decree  creating  the  Free  Zone  was  issued,  was  also  diflferent,  being 
undoubtedly  more  favorable  for  the  left  than  for  the  right  bank.  The  principal  causes 
of  this  difference  were  three :  1st,  on  the  American  shore  the  privilege  of  ports  of  de- 
posit was  enjoyed,  which  was  wanting  to  the  Mexican  side ;  2d,  the  tariffs  were  much 
lower  in  the  United  States  than  with  us ;  and  3d,  the  national  productions  of  the 
United  States,  and  foreign  goods  after  paying  import  duty,  enjoyed  the  fullest  liberty 
of  transit  and  sale  throughout  all  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  while  in  Mexico 
both  native  and  foreign  goods  were  subjected  to  all  the  burdens  and  inconveniences  of 
excises,  and  of  a  severely  restrictive  system. 

By  virtue  of  the  privilege  of  ports  of  deposit  the  merchants  of  the  left  bank  of  the 
Rio  Bravo  could  import  merchandise,  store  it  in  bond  until  they  found  purchasers,  sell 
it  on  condition  that  the  buyers  should  pay  the  duties,  and  enjoy  all  the  other  privileges 
afforded  by  extensions  of  time  and* by  ports  of  deposit.  On  the  Mexican  shore  there 
were  none  of  these  privileges.  The  Mexican  merchant  had  to  pay,  on  importing  his 
merchandise,  the  entire  duties  of  the  tariff,  much  higher  than  those  paid  on  the  other 
side,  and  this  alone  constituted  a  ^reat  inequality  and  gave  a  great  superiority  to  the 
residents  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river. 

The  difference  in  the  tariff  on  imported  goods  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  also  gave  a 
great  advantage  to  the  left  bank.  At  that  time  the  Mexican  tariffs  were  those  of  1845 
and  1853,  the  highest  that  have  ever  prevailed  in  the  republic,  averaging  from  30  to  40 
per  cent.,  while  the  American  tariff  barely  averaged  15  per  cent.  The  same  articles  of 
national  produce,  such  as  flour,  milk,  Ac.f  cost  a  half  or  two-thirds  less  on  the  left 
bank  than  on  the  right,  because  in  the  former  case  it  was  free  from  all  imposts,  while 
in  the  latter  it  had  to  bear  all  the  exactions  of  the  excise.  If  the  merchandise  was  of 
foreign  production  the  difference  in  favor  of  the  left  bank  was  a  third  or  a  fourth  part 
It  was  natural,  then,  that  the  residents  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river  should  haveto* 
supply  themselves,  even  with  articles  of  the  first  necessity,  from  the  left  bank.  The 
extract  from  the  recommendation  made  by  Seftor  Esparza,  which  was  jast  read,  merely 
states  a  notorious  and  undeniable  fact. 

It  is  necessary  to  dwell  upon  the  advantage  which  the  settlers  on  the  left  bank  had 
over  those  of  the  right,  in  virtue  of  the  freedom  of  interior  traffic  which  all  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  United  States  then  enjoyed,  while  those  of  our  country  were  subjected  to 
the  innumerable  exactions  of  the  excise. 

In  virtue  of  this  difference  in  circumstances  it  was  natural  and  necessary  that  the 
mercantile  condition  of  the  Mexican  shore  should  be  far  inferior  to  that  of  our  neigh- 
bors. The  law  which  established  the  Free  Zone  was  intended  to  equalize  these  cir- 
cumstances by  conceding  to  the  residents  on  our  side  equal  privileges  to  those  which 
their  neighbors  enjoyed  ;  but  although  this  was  the  spirit  the  letter  went  much  further, 
since,  instead  of  establishing  ports  of  deposit  at  the  frontier  settleoqents,  it  decreed 
an  exemption  from  the  federal  imposts  to  all  the  merchandise  consumed  in  them,  and 
freedom  of  transit  between  them,  although  restricted  by  the  obligation  to  obtain  docu- 
ments from  the  custom -bouses  for  that  purpose. 

It  is  necessary  to  notice  the  gretlt  difference  which  exists  between  the  situation  of 
the  frontier  at  the  time  of  the  establishment  of  the  Free  Zone  and  the  situation  it 
would  now  be  in  if  that  zone  had  not  been  established.  As  has  just  been  stated,  there 
were  in  1858  three  very  important  circumstances  which  render  the  mercantile  situa- 
tion of  the  right  bank  of  the  Bravo  inferior  to  that  of  the  left  bank.  Of  these  cir- 
cumstances one  has  entirely  disappeared,  another  partially,  and  the  third  would  still 
exist  if  it  were  not  for  the  Free  Zone.  That  which  has  entirely  disappeared  is  the 
higher  duties  collected  on  the  Mexican  side  of  the  river.  The  annual  estimate  of  the 
United  States  Government  until  the  year  1860,  and  before  the  war  with  the  South,  was 
al>out  forty-five  millions  of  dollars  per  annum,  and  that  amount  was  obtained  from  the 
duties  on  imports. 

To  enable  the  custom-houses  to  yield  that  sum  it  was  enough  to  collect  on  foreign 
merchandise  about  15  i>er  cent,  ad  valorem.  At  the  commencement  of  the  Southern 
war,  in  1861,  the  estimate  was  considerably  raised,  and  to  carry  on  the  war  they  had  to 
contract  a  debt,  the  annual  interest  on  which  is  more  than  a  hundred  millions  of  dol- 
lars. In  the  years  following  the  war  the  annual  estimate  was  from  three  hundred  and 
fifty  to  four  hundred  millions,  and  of  this  sum  the  half  was  produced  by  customs  du- 
ties, and  the  other  half  by  a  series  of  imposts  called  *'  internal  re  venue.'' 

20  a 
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It  is  easily  UDderstocd  that  Id  order  to  enable  the  castoms,  which  in  1658  yielded 
forty-five  millions,  to  produce  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  millions  in  1867,  it  was 
necessary  to  more  than  donble  the  tariff.  Instead  of  the  15  per  cent,  of  1858,  it 
amounted  from  1862  to  40  or  50  per  cent.  As  onr  tariff  is  never  higher  than  25  to  30 
per  cent.,  there  was  a  difference  in  onr  favor  of  from  15  to  20  percent.,  instead  of  a 
similar  difference  against  ns  up  to  1858.  Coosequently  foreign  merchandise,  after  pay- 
ing the  regular  duties  on  either  side  of  the  river,  would  now  be  worth  from  15  to  20 
per  cent,  less  on  the  right  than  on  the  left  bank.  The  inequality  against  us  has,  then, 
completely  ceased  and  given  place  to  an  inequality  in  onr  favor. 

The  second  cause  of  mferiority  of  condition  on  our  side  of  the  river,  and  which  has 
partially  disappeared,  is  the  excise.  Although  the  constitution  wisely  provided  in  its 
124th  article,  tuat  from  and  after  the  1st  of  June,  1858,  excises  and  interior  cuatom- 
houses  throughout  the  republic  shall  be  abolished,  this  provision  has  not,  unfortu- 
nately, bf  en  lawfully  complied  with,  and  although  laudable  efforts  have  been  made 
in  many  States  to  obey  this  precept,  this  important  improvement  has  failed  to  be  real- 
ized in  some  of  them.  Nevertheless,  the  abolition  of  the  excise  in  the  States  adjoining 
the  frontier  of  Taraaulipas  produces  in  favor  of  border  commerce  the  same  result  as 
if  it  had  been  abolished  throughout  the  republic. 

There  would  not  remain,  then,  any  further  cause  of  inequality  in  the  mercantile  con- 
dition of  the  two  banks  of  the  Bravo  than  that  which  results  from  the  existence  of 
ports  of  deposit  on  the  left  bank,  and  their  absence  on  the  right  bank.  This  cause  has 
been  considerably  diminished  by  virtue  of  the  American  Executive  having  recently 
closed  most  of  the  custom-houses  along  the  river  in  front  of  Tamaulinas. 

But  even  if  this  were  not  so,  and  supposing  this  cause  of  inequality  to  be  still  in 
existence  in  all  its  force,  the  most  that  could  be  desired  by  the  right  bank  of  the  river, 
in  order  not  to  consider  itself  in  an  inferior  position,  would  be  the  establishment  of 
ports  of  deposit  upon  that  bank.  As  the  idea  of  the  executive  in  opposing  the  Free 
Zone  is  not  at  all  the  desire  that  the  inhabitants  of  onr  frontier  should  be  in  a  worse 
condition  than  that  of  their  neighbors,  but,  quite  the  contrary,  to  favor  them  as  far  as 
possible,  and  make  their  condition  equal  or  superior  to  that  of  those  neighbors,  he 
would  be  willing,  notwithstanding  the  opposition  he  has  manifested  to  the  establish- 
ment of  ports  ot  deposit  in  all  the  custom-houses  of  the  republic,  to  favor  a  grant  to 
the  frontier  settlements  of  privileges  similar  to  those  of  ports  of  deposit,  by  which 
means  all  occasion  for  any  inequality  between  the  two  bauKS  of  the  Bravo,  in  respect 
to  commerce,  would  necessarily  cease. 

It  is  seen,  then,  that  the  Free  Zone  cannot  equalize  the  social  or  political  condition  of 
the  two  banks  of  the  river  which  separates  us  from  the  United  States,  and  that  in  con- 
sequence of  the  changes  since  the  year  1861,  and  of  those  which  will  follow  certain 
privileges  which  may  be  conceded  to  the  frontier  settlement's,  their  mercantile  situation 
wonld  be  equalized  and  even  improved. 

If  in  spite  of  such  measures  in  consequence  of  greater  security  and  better  guaran- 
tees for  the  stability  of  the  government,  which  are  enjoyed  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Bravo,  some  of  our  countrymen  should  emigrate  thither,  it  is  not  in  our  power  to  pre- 
vent it,  and  I  think  that  we  ought  not  to  trouble  ourselves  very  much  on  account  of 
persons  who  so  far  condenip  their  own  nationality  as  to  renounce  it  even  aft-er  their 
mercantile  condition  has  been  rendered  superior  to  that  of  their  neighbors. 

When  this  subject  was  discussed  a  year  ago,  the  orators  who  defended  the  Free  Zone 

.  made  great  efforts  to  demonstrate  that  it  does  not  constitute  a  privilege.    Although  at 

first  sight  it  might  be  thought  that  this  is  a  mere  question  of  words,  it  is  not  so  in  fact, 

and  as  the  constitution  prohibits  the  granting  of  any  privilege,  it  is  incontestable  that 

the  Free  Zone  being,  as  it  is,  a  privilege,  is  prohibited  by  our  fundamental  code. 

There  are  those  now  who  insist  upon  trying  to  demonstrate  that  the  Free  Zone  is  not 
a  privilege.  This  is  almost  un  insult  to  common  seiito,  and  one  of  the  orators  who  has 
lately  defended  the  Free  Zone  did  not  fail  to  recognize  it  as  such.  We  have  also  just 
seen  that  the  orator  who,  a  year  ago,  endeavored  to  prove  that  the  Free  Zone  is  not  a 
privilege,  considered  and  called  it  such  a  short  time  ago.  If  the  fact  that  a  portion 
of  tLe  inhabitants  of  the  republic  may  consume  foreign  merchandise  without  paying 
duties  to  the  federal  treasury,  while  all  the  other  inhabitants,  rich  or  poor,  who  con- 
sume them,  have  to  pay  duties,  is  not  a  privilege,  we  must  agree  that  this  word  has  no 
meaning. 

After  these  general  considerations  upon  the  condition  of  the  frontier,  and  upon  the 
objects  and  tendencies  of  the  Free  Zone,  I  think  it  proper  to  make  a  rapid  examination 
of  the  decree  of  March  17, 1858,  which  established  it;  for  this  decree,  which  is  declared 
by  the  article  of  the  tariff  bills  we  are  now  discussing  to  be  in  full  force,  would  here- 
after have  the  same  effect  as  if  it  had  been  passed  by  the  Congress  of  the  Union,  and 
its  many  inconveniences  could  not  be  remedied  except  by  another  act  of  Congress. 
The  introduction  to  this  decree  shows  that  its  object  was  to  establish  an  equality  in 
the  mercantile  condition  of  the  two  banks  of  the  Kio  Bravo,  even  though  its  effects 
might  be  to  establish  a  real  superiority  in  favor  of  the  right  bank.  The  preamble  is 
as  follows : 
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"Consideriu^  that  tbe  settleiueDts  npon  the  northern  frontier  are  in  a  state  of  real 
decline  thronga  the  lack  of  laws  to  protect  their  commerce;  that  being  situated  in 
front  of  a  mercantile  nation  which  enjoys  freedom  in  commerce,  they  need  equal  ad- 
vantages in  order  not  to  lose  iheir  inhabitants/' 

It  is  evident,  then,  that  the  object  was  to  give  the  frontier  settlements  advantages 
eqaal  to  those  enjoyed  by  the  American  towns.  This  desire  was  legitimate,  and  the 
Mexican  frontier  settlements  may  be  thought  to  have  a  right  to  such  advantages;  but 
all  that  goes  beyond  this  wonkl  be  to  obtain  privileges  which  were  not  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  well-being  of  those  settlements,  and  which  were  a  real  burden  to  the 
rest  of  the  nation. 

An  incident,  which  clearly  shows  the  tendencies  of  the  decree  by  which  the  Free  Zone 
was  established,  and  which,  in  my  opinion,  would  be  sufficient  to  deter  Congress  from 
blindly  adopting  this  decree,  is  to  be  found  in  its  first  article,  and  I  think  it  my  duty 
to  call  it  to  the  attention  of  Congress. 

By  all  which  it  says  in  favor  of  the  Free  Zone,  and  in  tbe  considerations  which  are 
found  in  the  preamble  of  tlie  decree,  it  would  appear  that  the  exemptions  conceded  by 
it  to  the  frontier  settlements  were  considered  as  having  a  vital  importance,  and  that 
the  interests  of  the  treasury  and  every  other  consideration  should  be  sacrificed  to  this 
object.  This  being  the  case,  and  when  the  federal  treasury  was  deprived  of  the  duties 
which  belonged  to  it  on  the  merchandise  consumed  in  these  settlements,  it  would  have 
been  exceeding  natural  to  renounce  also  the  duties  collected  by  the  State,  which  has 
an  interest  far  greater  than  the  federation  in  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  that  region. 
Was  this,  perchance,  a  provision  of  the  decree  establishing  the  Free  Zone  f  Those  who 
now  listen  to  the  defenders  of  that  institution  would  suppose  so ;  but  that  is  not  what 
the  decree  provides.    Its  first  article  is  as  follows: 

**Articlk  I.  Foreign  merchandise  intended  for  the  consumption  of  the  city  of  Hata- 
moros,  and  the  other  towns  upon  the  bank  of  the  Rio  Bravo,  Reioosa,  Camargo,  Mier, 
Guerrero,  and  Monterey  Laredo,  and  the  reciprocal  commerce  of  these  towns  shall  be 
free  from  all  imposts,  except  the  municipal  and  those  collected  to  defray  the  expenses 
of  the  State." 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  the  language  of  the  decree  scrupulously  avoids  to  give  to  the 
snppressed  imposts  their  proper  name,  which  would  be  Hu>8e  belonging  to  the  federal 
treasury.  True,  the  decree  says  that  all  imposts  are  suppressed,  but  in  the  same  para- 
graph those  which  are  not  federal,  i.  e.,  the  municipal  and  State  duties  are  excepted. 

Either  the  concession  of  these  exemptions  is  a  vital  question  of  to  he  or  not  to  be,  to 
which  every  interest  of  whatever  kind  shall  be  subordinated,  and  in  this  case  it  is  in- 
explicable that  the  State  of  Talnanlipas,  which  suppressed  the  duties  belonging  to  the 
federation,  did  not  also  abolish  those  of  the  State,  leaving  in  force  only  those  of  a 
municipal  character ;  or  this  interest  is  not  so  vital  as  has  been  representecji,  and  in 
this  case  there  is  no  occasion  to  sacrifice  to  it  the  pecuniary  interests  of  the  federation 
without  any  proportional  sacrifice  of  the  similar  interests  of  the  State. 

If,  in  fact,  it  is  a  necessity  for  the  well-being  of  those  settlements  that  they  should 
enjov  an  absolute  exemption  from  duties,  it  would  be  illogical  to  grant  this  respecting 
the  federal  duties  alone,  and  not  respecting  those  of  the  State  ;  if  an  absolute  exemp- 
tion is  not  indispensable,  then  the  natural  and  convenient  course  would  be,  that  any 
reduction  should  be  borne  pro  rata  by  the  federal  and  State  treasuries.  And  can  a  de- 
cree which  contains  these  monstrosities  be  gravely  proposed  for  the  sanction  of  Con- 
gress without  the  discussion  and  examination  of  each  one  of  these  features  7 

Another  inconvenience  of  the  decree  of  the  Free  Zone  is  found  in  the  first  part  of 
article  4,  as  follows : 

**  Article  IV.  Etfects  which  are  dispatched  from  towns  where  custom-houses  exist, 
intended  for  free  consumption,  shall  take  out  passes  in  the  same  manner  as  is  custom- 
ary with  the  interior  traffic  of  the  republic." 

As  may  be  seen,  this  article  proposes  to  give  the  rules  for  the  transit  of  merchan- 
dise destined  for  free  consumption,  and,  the  only  one  which  is  laid  down,  could  not 
be  more  ambiguous  or  exposed,  to  greater  inconveniences.  It  is  provided  that  mer- 
chandise shall  take  out  the  customary  passes  for  the  internal  commerce  of  the  repub- 
lic. What  are  these  customary  passes  f  Are  they  such  as  were  then  in  force  in  Tam- 
anlinas,  or  such  as  have  been  established  since  f  In  the  latter  case  the  federation 
would  become  subjected,  in  a  matter  of  so  much  importance  as  that  of  the  internal 
traffic  of  the  republic,  to  the  will  of  the  legislature  of  one  of  the  States.  The  con- 
venience of  either  giving  fixed  rules  on  the  subject,  or  of  designating  especially  the 
laws  which  are  to  be  considered  in  force,  cannot  be  questioned. 

Another  grave  inconvenience  of  the  decree  of  March  17, 1858,  is  that  it  does  not 
fix  with  precision  the  extent  of  the  Free  Zone,  since,  though  in  the  first  article  it 
seems  to  limit  it  to  the  settlements  on  the  shore  of  the  Kio  Bravo,  in  the  latter 
part  of  article  4  the  dimensions  of  the  Zone  are  enlarged  indefinitely.  It  concludes 
thns: 

"EfiTects  destined  for  the  consumption  of  the  ranchos  (hamlets)  within  the  Jurisdic- 
tion of  these  towns  shall  enjoy  the  benefit  of  exemption  from  duties  when  they  do 
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not  exceed  tbe  value  of  thirty  dollars,  and  are  provided  with  the  requisite  passes, 
without  which  they  will  be  confiscated/' 

It  is  evident  here  that  certain  jarisdict ions  are  spoken  of,  bat  not  geographically 
bounded,  and  may  perchance  be  held  to  include  the  whole  State  of  Tamanlipas.  It 
is  also  to  be  seen  that  the  benefit  of  an  exemption  from  duties  is  conceded  by  this 
article,  not  only  to  the  goods  consumed  iu  the  towns  along  the  right  bank  of  the 
Bravo,  but  also  to  the  ranchos,  with  an  undetermined  jurisdiction,  although  with 
the  limitation  that  their  value  shall  not  exceed  thirty  dollars.  It  is  easily  to  be 
understood  that  this  limitation  would  be  a  nullity,  and  would  only  serve  to  counte- 
nance fraud. 

Another  indication  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  author  of  the  Free  Zone  decree 
to  include  in  it  the  whole  State  of  Tamanlipas,  or  at  least  all  the  northern  district  of 
that  State,  is  that,  in  speaking  of  the  payment  of  duties  upon  goods  which  are  sent 
inland  for  consumption  in  places  not  included  in  the  Free  Zone,  he  invariably  uses 
the  phrase  to  send  into  Ike  interior  of  the  republic  without  foreseeing  the  case  of  the 
goods  being  sent  inland  to  other  points  of  the  State  of  Tamanlipas. 

The  advocates  of  the  Free  Zone  not  only  deny  that  contraband  trade  is  encouraged 
by  if,  but  even  assert  that  the  Zone  is  the  best,  if  not  the  only,  preventive  of  such  traCBc. 

All  the  reasons  which  have  been,  or  may  be,  alleged  in  defense  of  this  theory  are,  in 
ray  opinion,  unfounded,  and  are  satisfactorily  refuted  by  article  B  of  the  decree  of 
March  17,  1858.  The  author  of  this  decree,  who  saw  practically  the  decadence  of  the 
frontier  towns,  its  causes  and  the  means  of  remedy,  and  who  found  a  method  which, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  advocates  of  the  Zone,  was  highly  ingenious  and  worthy  to  be 
maintained  and  extended,  is  doubtless  a  better  authority  on  this  point  than  the  present 
defenders  of  the  Zone. 

Very  well,  the  author  of  the  said  decree  believed  that  the  establishment  of  the  Zone 
would  foment  contraband  trade  to  such  a  degree  that  he  thought  it  necessary  to  con- 
sign in  an  article  of  his  decree  an  especial  recommendation  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
frontier  that,  in  his  own  words,  the  benefit  conferred  upon  them  should  not  be  con- 
verted into  a  shameful  contraband  trade. 

The  eighth  article  of  the  decree  is  literally  as  follows : 

''Article  YIII.  As  the  exemption  granted  by  this  decree  ought  not  to  prejudice  the 
national  revenues,  the  inhabitants  of  the  frontier  are  under  an  obligation  to  prevent, 
by  all  means  within  their  power,  this  benefit  which  is  granted  to  them  from  deoomtn^  a 
shameful  contraband  trade,  and  consequently  every  inhabitant  of  the  frontier  ought 
spontaneously  to  become  a  common  sentinel  and  enemy  of  everything  contraband  ;  if 
this  is  not  done,  the  government  will  be  placed  uuder  the  stern  necessity  to  take  away 
this  exemption  by  revoking  the  present  decree.*' 

Besioes  this  opinion,  which  has  much  weight  with  me,  the  facts  are  in  £avor  of  its 
correctness.  As  the  executive  desired  to  proceed  with  all  possible  accuracy  in  the  im- 
portant question  of  the  tariflf,  it  circulated  to  all  the  custom-houses  of  the  sea-coast, 
asking  an  opinion  thereon,  tbe  tariff  which  was  presented  to  the  chamber  more  than  a 
year  since  by  it«  own  committee.  In  this  way  it  obtained  a  mass  of  information  which 
it  used  in  drawing  up  the  observations  which  it  made  upon  the  projected  tariff  which 
the  chamber  afterward  provisionally  approved.  The  opinion  of  the  customs  authorities 
of  Tampioo  is  found  in  a  communication  dated  November  21, 1869,  in  which  the  col- 
lector of  that  port,  an  officer  of  great  experience,  when  speaking  of  the  causes  which 
facilitated  contraband  trade,  said  of  the  Free  Zone  the  following,  which  I  will  take  the 
liberty  to  read  to  Congress : 

''The  possibility  of  this  clandestine  trade  is  proved  by  the  abundance  of  cloths  of 
many  kinds  in  the  principal  cities  of  the  interior,  as  San  Luis  Potosi  and  Zaoatecas,  in 
which  the  articles  are  sold  much  cheaper  than  in  this  port.  Lately  a  merchant  arrived 
at  San  Luis  Potosi  from  Matamoros  with  more  than  three  hundred  packs  of  cloths,  and 
sold  calico  at  five  dollars  per  piece ;  and  if  the  great  distance  between  Matamoros  and 
San  Luis  be  taken  into  consideration,  it  will  easily  be  perceived  that  these  goods  have 
paid  no  duties  when  they  can  be  sold  at  so  low  a  price,  after  the  heavy  expenses  of 
transportation.  This  evil  probably  results  from  the  port  being  established  at  Mata- 
moros, while  it  may  be  avoided  by  fixing  it  at  Bagdad. 

"  It  may  also  result  from  the  Free  Zone,  which  is  enjoyed  by  all  the  northern  frontier, 
a  privilege  which  was  granted  in  consequence  of  the  special  circumstances  which  ex- 
isted in  that  section  at  the  time  it  was  granted,  and  which  do  not  now  exist,  and  under 
cover  of  that  Zone  an  immense  injury  is  inflicted  upon  the  national  revenue.  From 
Ciudad  Victoria,  the  capital  of  this  State,  and  from  other  places  in  Nuevo  Leon  and 
San  Luis,  such  as  Matehudla  and  Linaves,  which  formerly  were  supplied  from  this  port, 
they  now  buy  all  their  merchandise  at  Matamoros,  in  spite  of  tbeii'  greater  distance 
from  that  port  than  from  Tampioo,  because  they  invariably  get  their  goods  cheaper 
than  their  value  here ;  consequently  the  Free  Zone  may  be  considered  as  a  convenient 
safeguard  for  contraband  trade. 

"The  Free  Zone  bein^,  therefore,  a  system  which  causes  such  detriment  to  the  other 
ports  within  the  republic,  especially  to  those  which,  like  Tampico,  are  situated  in  the 
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Gulf,  siace  tbey  suiter  a  ruinous  competitioa  in  tbe  interior  towns  upon  the  same  lati- 
tude, it  is  necessary  to  tind  some  resource  which  may  promptly  repress,  this  evil,  which 
weighs  so  heavily  upon  commerce  in  general,  and  upon  the  national  revenues,  defraud- 
ing them  of  their  just  dues,  while  a  few  speculators  speedily  enrich  themselves  at  the 
general  expense,  a  real  monopoly,  which,  as  such,  is  prohibited  by  our  constitution,  and 
condemnecl  by  all  the  principles  of  distributive  justice. 

^'This  resource  can  be  no  other  than  that  of  obliging  all  the  ports  of  the  republic, 
without  exception,  to  abide  by  the  general  tariff,  for  the  law  ought  to  be  the  same  for 
all,  especially  in  regard  to  contributions  and  dues,  since  upon  their  equalization  and 
strict  observance  depend  the  receipts  of  the  national  treasury.'* 

In  the  opinion  of  the  orators  who  defend  the  Free  Zone,  as  I  have  already  mentioned, 
it  not  only  does  not  favor  contraband  trade,  but  is  its  principal  and  almost  its  only 
remedy.  Let  us  examine  their  reasons  for  this  opinion.  Before  the  establishment  of 
the  Zone,  say  they,  foreign  goods  were  brought  into  Mexico  by  the  nnmerons  fords  of 
the  Rio  Bravo,  and  were  not  destined,  as  they  have  been  since  the  existence  of  the 
Zone,  to  the  frontier  settlements.  As  it  is  much  easier  to  watch  over  five  localities 
than  over  a  line  of  a  hundred  leagues  in  extent,  they  Judge  that  the  Zone  has  operated 
against  contraband  trade.  They  say  also  that,  by  reason  of  the  said  Zone,  the  goods 
which  are  dispatched  from  tbe  frontier  settlements,  either  for  the  consumption  of 
another  locality  within  the  Zone  or  for  tbe  interior  of  the  republic,  have  to  be  fur- 
nished with  passes,  and  that  these  precautions  are  more  than  sufiicieut  to  repress 
smuggling. 

These  reasons  may  convince  their  own  authors,  but,  in  my  judgment,  they  have  no 
force  whatever,  and  my  opinion,  in  this  respect,  is  confirmed  by  experience.  Tbe  pro- 
vi^on  in  tbe  decree  establishing  the  Free  Zone  that  merchandise  imported  into  the 
frontier  settlements  be  brought  by  way  of  the  authorized  fords  and  the  points  desig- 
nated by,  for  foreign' trafiic,  cannot  carry  with  it  its  own  fulfillment.  It  existed  long 
before  the  Free  Zone,  and  then,  as  now,  it  was  violated  by  unscrupulous  speculators. 
In  fact,  all  our  tariffs  have  ordained  that  the  importation  of  foreign  goods  be  made 
only  at  properly  anthorized  points,  and  have  considered  all  importations  through  other 
rentes  as  frauds,  which  should  be  punishtd  by  severe  penalties.  This  regulation,  then, 
is  the  same  as  that  of  the  same  decree,  and  was  more  efficacious,  since  its  violation  was 
visited  with  severe  punishments,  but  neither  then  nor  now  has  it  ever  been  properly 
enforced.  And  for  what  reason  f  Because  the  promulgation  of  a  law  does  not  suffice 
to  carry  it  into  execution,  but  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  employ  other  means  to  that 
end.  In  the  absence  of  sncb  means  along  oar  extended  frontier,  it  is  clear  that  the 
mere  publication,  either  of  the  tariff  law  or  of  the  decree  concerning  the  Zone,  will  not 
suffice  to  prevent  importations  by  unauthorized  routes. 

But  we  are  told  that  no  merchant  could  be  tempted  to  import  his  goods  through  un- 
authorized routes,  under  peril  of  confiscation,  when  he  is  permitted  to  import  them 
into  tbe  settlements  without  payment  of  federal  duties,  and  can  either  keep  them  in 
deposit  as  long  as  he  chooses,  or  consume  them  duty  free  within  the  Zone.  It  is  true 
that  when  the  merchandise  is  intended  for  consumption  within  the  Zone,  there  can  be 
no  object  in  importing  them  through  unauthorized  routes,  and  then  no  contraband  . 
trade  is  intended ;  but  it  is  not  the  same  when  the  goods  are  intended  for  illicit  traffiic. 
One  of  two  things,  then,  necessarily  happens — either  the  smuggler  counts  upon  the 
connivance  of  the  customs  authorities,  and  in  this  case  imports  them  through  the  au- 
thorized points,  having  no  temptation  to  do  otherwise,  or  he  does  not  count  upon  that 
connivance,  and  then  he  does  not  import  them  by  the  authorized  points,  because  it 
does  not  suit  him  to  do  so.  And  what  is  to  prevent  him  from  importing  through  un- 
authorized points?  Merely  a  legal  text,  which  is  equally  inoperative,  whether  con- 
tained in  tbe  law  concerning  the  Zone  or  in  any  other.  It  may  be  seen,  then,  that  if,  aa 
the  defenders  of  tbe  Zone  assure  us,  during  its  existence  we  ought  only  to  keep  watch 
over  five  localities  on  the  frontier,  by  this  means  fraudulent  importations  are  encour- 
aged, as  they  no  longer  suffer  peril  of  any  vigilance  at  the  unauthorized  routes,  through 
which  they  may  operate  with  entire  impunity. 

Another  of  the  reasons  alleged  to  prove  that  the  Zone  is  a  remedy  for  contraband 
traffic  is,  that  the  goods  which  are  dispatched  from  the  frontier  settlements,  whether 
for  consumption  within  the  territory  of  the  Zone  or  without  it,  are  obliged  to  carry 
passes  and  present  return  passes,  in  proof  of  having  paid  the  proper  duties.  In  this 
case  I  have  to  repeat  exactly  what  I  said  in  the  previous  one,  that  is,  that  these  pre- 
cautions and  restrictions  against  fraud  existed  also  before  the  establishment  of  tbe 
Free  Zone,  and  are  as  inefficacious  now  as  formerly.  In  fact,  before  the  decree  con- 
cern iig  the  Zone,  it  was  the  rule  that  foreign  goods  imported  into  the  ports  of  the 
republic  could  not  be  sent  into  the  interior  without  being  accompanied  by  the  proper 
passes,  with  the  obligation  to  present  tbe  return  passes  within  a  certain  period.  The 
legislation  upon  the  subject  was  much  more  complete  than  the  few  provisions  respect- 
ing it  in  the  decree  concerning  the  Zone,  and  nevertheless,  at  that  time  as  well  as  now,, 
these  provisions  were  insufficient  to  prevent  fi  and. 

It  is  evident,  then,  that  the  two  principal  reasons  which  the  advocates  of  the  Free 
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Zone  prebeiit,  sh  couclubive  todemoD8trate  that  the  Zone  is  the  most  cfficacions remedy 
agaiDbt  fraud,  are  really  puerile. 

We  have  been  interrogated  seyeral  tinieR  as  to  how  frands  can  be  committed  in  the 
Free  Zone,  and  the  reply  is  very  simple.  Either  the  smnggler  succeeds  in  coming  to 
an  understanding  with  the  cnstoms  officers,  in  order  to  commit  a  fraud,  or  be  does  not. 
In  the  fitst  place,  everything  is  done  without  the  Zone  being  able  to  prevent  it.  In 
the  second  case,  the  smnggler  has  two  courses  to  follow  :  the  first  being  to  import  his 
goods  through  some  uninhabited  route,  by  which  he  may  carry  them  to  the  interior  of 
the  republic.  As  in  the  States  adjacent  to  Tamaulipas  no  excises  exist,  no  documents 
are  required,  and  the  smuggler  can  introduce  his  goods  with  absolute  impunity.  All 
the  danger  consists  in  the  possibility  of  meeting  with  the  customs  guards,  and,  at 
present,  with  the  sections  of  the  counter-guard  on  the  northern  frontier.  If  he  suc- 
ceeds in  escaping  the  vigilance  of  these  employes,  which  is  very  easy  in  so  consider- 
able an  extent  of  territory  watched  over  by  a  very  small  number  of  persons,  the  fraud 
is  consummated.  This,  nevertheless,  is  the  least  probable  expedient,  and  it  is  also  the 
most  perilous. 

The  second  course  consists  in  importing  the  merchandise  through  some  of  the  author- 
ized routes,  and  then  send  it  with  the  proper  passes  for  some  point  within  the  Zone. 
When  there,  false  witnesses  can  be  fonnd  to  swear  that  the  goods  have  been  consumed, 
in  which  ca«e  a  return  pass  is  issued,  to  be  presented  at  the  original  custom-house  to 
cancel  the  pending  bond.  The  goods  can  then  be  sent  clandestinely  into  the  interior. 
The  same  thing  can  be  done  by  the  merchant  in  the  very  place  of  importation,  by  ad- 
ducing false  proofs  that  his  merchandise  has  been  consumed  in  the  same  place. 

It  is  then  evident  that  all  known  methods  of  contraband  traffic  which  existed  before 
the  Zone  are  still  in  existence,  and  have  been  increased  by  new  ones  before  unknown. 

I  am  far  from  believing  that  the  author  of  the  decree  concerning  the  Free  Zone,  and 
the  advocates  of  that  institution,  propose  to  foment  contraband  trade  by  ita  means. 
On  the  contrary,  I  take  pleasure  in  recognizing  that  the  deputy  of  the  northern  dis- 
trict of  Tamaulipas,  who  is,  therefore,  the  most  directly  interested  in  the  maintenance 
of  the  Free  Zone,  has  given  proof  that  he  does  not  desire  to  encourage  smuggling,  by 
working  earnestly  for  the  law  which  established  the  counter-guards  on  the  northern 
frontier,  and  by  lending  the  executive  his  aid,  in  order  that  this  institution  may  yield 
the  good  results  which  are  expected  from  it. 

Returning  to  the  decree  of  March  17, 1858, 1  ought  to  state  that  the  defenders  of  the 
Zone  think  that  all  its  inconveniences  are  remedied  by  the  53d  article  of  the  tariff  bill, 
because  it  designates  exactly  the  places  which  are  to  enjoy  the  privilege  of  the  Zone, 
and  that,  consequently,  this  article  repeals  the  conflicting  provisions  of  that  decree, 
and  explains  those  of  doubtful  interpretation.  This  reasoning  would  be  valid  if  the 
chapter  ot'  the  tarifi^  bill  relating  to  the  Free  Zone  had  no  other  article  than  the  53d, 
but  the  precise  language  of  the  54th  article  destroys  all  this  reasoning.  This  article  is 
as  follows : 

'^Akticlb  54.  In  order  to  enjoy  this  exemption,  the  decree  issued  by  the  government 
of  Tamaulipas  on  March  17,  18.58,  and  ratified  by  the  general  Congress  on  July  30,  1861, 
shall  be  obeyed  in  its  main  scope,  except  in  the  penal  portion.  In  that  respect  the  pro- 
visions of  chapter  18  shall  l>o  respected."  ' 

It  is  then  clear  that,  although  it  is  first  said  that  the  provisions  of  the  decree  shall 
be  obeyed  in  its  main  scopcy  this  limitation  is  explained  by  the  declaration  that  it  shall 
hold  good  in  all  except  the  penal  portion,  which  is  certainly  that  of  least  importance. 
Besides,  as  all  the  provisions  of  the  decree  relating  to  the  Free  Zjue  are  included  in  its 
main  acopcj  they  all  remain  in  force  except  the  penal  portion,  which  is  expressly  re- 
voked. 

We  have  a  plain  proof  of  this  fact.  The  decree  of  the  second  Congress  of  the  Union, 
dated  July  30, 1861,  which  ratified  the  Free  Zone,  is  conceived  in  almost  the  same  terms 
as  the  53d  article  of  the  tarifi'  bill ;  that  is,  the  settlements  which  are  to  enjoy  the  benefit 
of  the  Free  Zone  are  mentioned,  and  reference  is  made  to  the  decree  of  March  17, 1858. 
It  has  been  understood  since  then  that  the  decree  is  in  force  in  all  its  parts,  and  this 
has  also  been  the  practice. 

Besides  this,  the  approbation  of  these  two  articles  of  the  tariff  bill  would  amount  to 
a  change  in  the  prudent  conduct  which  the  Congress  of  the  Unioiv  has  observed  of 
never  giving  its  approval  to  legislative  measures  which  have  once  been  in  force  with- 
out discussion  of  each  of  their  articles. 

The  terms  of  article  53  imply,  moreover,  an  important  and  transcendent  constitu- 
tional question.  By  it  certain  places  are  designated  in  which  the  io'portation  of  for- 
eign goods  is  free.  These  places  are  now  open  to  foreign  commerce.  While  they  so 
continue  there  can  be  no  difficulty  in  making  importations  through  them :  but  if  cir- 
cumstances should  ever  demand  that  one  or  more  of  these  points  be  closed  to  foreign 
commerce,  a  grave  difficulty  would  arise.  The  fact  of  their  being  named  in  the  tariff 
throws  them  open  to  foreign  commerce  by  legislative  enactment.  If  it  should  become 
expedient,  and  even  necessary,  to  close  them  to  such  commerce,  as  has  already  been 
proposed,  the  executive  would  be  placed  under  a  painful  alternative,  either  to  refuse 
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to  exercise  a  prerogative  cranted  him  by  the  constitatlon,  la  order  not  to  violate  a  law 
of  Congress,  thus  serioasTy  affecting,  in  the  supposed  case,  the  public  interests;  or, 
should  he  act  npon  the  belief  that  Congress  cannot  deprive  him  of  this  facnlty  except 
by  previously  modifying  the  constitution  throngh  all  the  prerequisites  established  for 
so  doing,  he  might  then  be  impelled  to  abrogate  a  legislative  enactment.  In  this  case, 
in  addition  to  the  inconvenience  which  would  result  from  the  executive's  abrogating 
or  modifying  the  laws,  he  might  be  accused  before  the  national  grand  Jury  in  the 
midst  of  perils  of  another  character. 

If  we  were  to  credit  the  statements  of  the  advocates  of  the  Free  Zone,  it  would  be 
necessary  to  recognize  that  npon  this  institution  depend,  not  merely  the  well-being 
and  prosperity  of  the  frontier  settlements,  but  their  very  existence,  that  of  the  State  of 
Tamaulipas,  and  of  the  entire  nation.  Unfortunately  for  the  friends  of  the  Free  Zone, 
this  proxMMition  is  untenable.  Congress  has  just  heard  a  deputy,  not  from  the  interior, 
but  from  the  very  Stat«  of  Tamaulipas,  who  haa  raised  his  voice  against  the  Free  Zone, 
not  merely  in  the  abstract,  but  as  a  question  of  life  or  death  for  the  south  of  Tamauli- 
pas. The  representative  for  the  southern  district  of  that  State  has  so  stated,  not  solely 
upon  his  own  word,  but  reading  communications  from  merchants  at  Tampico,  which 
assert  that  the  continuance  of  tne  Free  Zone  would  be  the  complete  ruin  of  that  port. 
This  statement  is  neither  unfounded  nor  incorrect.  The  custom-bouse  of  Tampico, 
which  for  many  years  was  the  second  one  of  the  republic,  its  revenue  being  inferior 
only  to  that  of  Vera  Cruz,  is  now  in  such  a  state  of  aecadence  that,  on  account  of  the 
Free  Zohe,  it  has  become  a  custom-house  of  the  third  or  fourth  order,  and  cannot  even 
pay  the  expenses  of  the  military  force  which  receives  its  payment  through  it. 

It  is  seen,  then,  that  this  iustitntlon  of  the  Free  Zone  is  not  even  accepted  by  the 
citizens  of  the  very  State  in  whose  favor  it  was  established ;  that  if  it  has  caused  pros- 
perity in  some  points  on  the  frontier,  which,  in  my  opinion,  has  been  upon  a  very  small 
scale,  it  has,  in  exchange,  ruined  others  which  formerly  enjoyed  prosperity,  and  causes 
grave  damage  not  only  to  other  placres  in  the  State  of  Tamaulipas,  remoto  from  the 
frontier,  but  also  to  the  nation  in  general.  The  Congress  of  the  Union,  which  does  not 
represent  a  single  loi'ality,  but  the  entire  republic,  has  the  right  and  the  duty  to  com- 
bine in  its  laws  local  with  national  interest's,  subordinating  when  necessary  the  former 
to  the  latter. 

The  prosperity  which  the  frontier  has  at  some  time  enjoyed,  and  which  is  represented 
to  ua  as  exclusively  the  result  of  the  Free  Zone,  is,  in  my  opinion,  rather  due  to  the 
•civil  war  in  the  United  States,  which  for  some  time  made  the  cotton  trade  one  of  great 
protit  to  the  inhabitants  of  Matamoros  and  other  frontier  towns,  in  consequence  of  the 
blockade  of  the  Southern  ports  by  the  United  States  Government.  The  Free  Zone  was 
undoubtedly  one  of  the  causes  of  prosperity,  but  could  never  be  sufficient  of  itself  to 
-cause  the  transformation  on  the  frontier  which  we  witnessed  from  1862  to  1866. 

If  we  were  to  believe  the  defenders  of  the  Free  Zone,  we  ought  to  believe  that  from 
the  time  of  its  establishment,  far  from  the  inhabitants  of  our  side  of  the  Rio  Bravo 
emigrating  to  the  other,  as  formerly,  the  emigration  would  have  changed  its  course, 
and  that  we  should  now  be  absorbing  the  inhabitants  from  the  left  side  of  the  river. 
Unfortunately  this  is  not  the  case,  in  spite  of  the  efforts  made  to  convince  ns  of  it,  in 
order  to  pre-engage  the  opinion  of  the  chamber  in  favor  of  the  Free  Zone.  A  depqty 
now  present  in  Congress,  and  who  had  just  passed  through  the  State  of  Texas,  told  me 
yesterday  that  the  current  of  emigration  continues  to  flow,  as  formerly,  from  our  ter- 
ritory to  that  of  the  United  States,  the  Free  Zone  not  being  a  sufficient  inducement  for 
those  of  onr  citizens  who  desired  greater  stability  and  security  to  remain  in  our  terri- 
tory. I  make  the  statement  because  the  honorable  deputy,  Don  Enrique  Mejia,  to 
whom  I  allude,  authorized  me  to  do  so,  and  he  may  correct  the  statement  if  he  should 
think  proper. 

It  follows,  then,  that  there  is  much  exaggeration  in  what  we  are  told  concerning  the 
magic  effects  of  the  Free  Zone  in  behalf  of  the  frontier  and  of  the  whole  nation.  A 
single  fact,  which  I  will  mention  to  conclude  my  observations  upon  this  point,  proves 
the  inexactness  of  the  prodigious  effects  attributed  to  the  Free  Zone.  In  Paso  del 
Norte  there  is  no  Free  Zone,  since  it  now  only  inclndee  the  state  of  Tamaulipas.  Op- 
posite Paso  del  Norte  is  an  American  town  called  Franklin,  as  there  are  also  towns 
opposite  each  of  the  settlements  on  the  frontier  of  Tamaulipas.  As  the  same  causes 
now  exist  there  which,  before  the  establishment  of  the  Free  Zone,  made  the  frontier  of 
Tamaulipas  a  place  of  decadence  and  almost  uninhabitable,  the  effects  of  these  same 
causes  at  Paso  del  Norte  ought  to  be  indentical.  To  judge  by  what  we  have  heard  in 
favor  of  the  Free  Zone,  we  should  suppose  that  Paso  del  Norte  is  an  insignificant  ham- 
let, which  would  only  have,  as  inhabitants,  a  few  true  heroes  who  preferred  their  pa- 
triotic sentiments  to  their  well-being  and  every  other  consideration,  while  Franklin 
should  be  a  populous  city,  and  in  a  state  of  growth  and  prosperity.  Far  from  this 
being  the  case,  raso  del  Norte  contains  a  population  of  from  five  to  six  thousand  inhab- 
itants, while  in  Franklin  there  are  barely  from  five  to  six  hundred,  roost  of  them  being 
the  forces  of  the  line  with  which  the  Government  of  the  United  States  guards  its 
frontiers.    This  shows  that  the  situation  of  the  inhabitants  of  our  territory  is  not  so 
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desporate  as  we  are  told,  aod  that  they  do  not  so  absolutely  need  the  Free  Zone  Id 
order  to  exist  and  prosper. 

Another  consideration  has  been  presented  by  the  defenders  of  the  Free  Zone,  which 
I  think  has  weight  in  the  opposite  scale.  It  conitists  in  the  menace  that  the  frontier 
settlements  would  rebel  against  the  authorities  of  the  republic  if  Congress  should  de- 
prive them  of  the  Free  Zone.  Either  I  am  very  mnch  mistaken,  or  the  Congress  of  the 
Union  will  not  be  influenced  in  its  decisions  by  threats  of  this  kind,  and  much  less 
when  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  these  threats  proceed  not  from  the  mass  of  the 
people,  bnt  from  the  imperiled  interests  of  a  few  speculators. 

Hitherto  I  have  treated  only  of  the  inconveniences  of  the  ratiBcation  of  the  Free 
Zone  as  it  now  exists.  These  inconveniences  would  be  very  considerably  increased  if 
that  Zone  were  to  be  extended,  as  the  committee  proposes,  to  other  States,  some  of 
them  not  even  upon  the  frontier.  In  fact,  if  the  Free  Zone  produces  the  serious  results 
already  mentioned  while  it  is  confined  to  the  territory  of  Tamanlipas,  extensive  in 
itself,  but  small  in  comparison  with  the  proposed  exteuHion  to  Paso  del  Norte,  these 
serious  results  will,  in  that  case,  become  incalculable.  It  will  then  embrace  two  more 
frontier  States,  and  one  which  is  not  such,  and  which,  for  that  very  reason,  has  no  valid 
pretext  for  soliciting  this  privilege. 

The  existence  of  the  Free  Zone  in  Tamanlipas  is  an  evil  fur  many  persons  who  have 
acquired  interests  there,  which  render  its  abolition  difficult,  even  when  such  abolition 
is  proved  to  be  based  upon  just,  convenient,  and  economical  reasons.  It  is  evident  that 
in  that  case  these  persons  cannot  favor  the  extension  of  the  Free  Zone,  which  they  know 
to  be  an  evil,  which,  when  once  established,  will  create  interests  very  difficult  to  remedy. 
It  is  short-sighted  to  raise  up  obstacles  which  may  ultimately  become  serious,  merely 
in  order  to  pretend  that  the  Free  Zone  is  not  a  privilege. 

If  Congress  should  now  approve,  not  merely  the  subsistence  of  the  Free  Zone  in 
Tamanlipas,  bnt  its  prolonj^ation  to  three  other  Statesof  the  republic,  it  is  to  me  very 
probable  and  almost  certain  that  the  evil  results  accruing  therefrom  sooner  or  later 
will  make  themselves  generally  felt,  and  it  will  be  thought  absolutely  necessary  to  ex- 
tirpate the  evil  by  suppressing  the  Free  Zone.  How  much  more  difficult  will  this  be  if 
the  Zone  is  so  enlarged  as  to  foster  the  creation  of  interests  which  may  become  really 
formidable !  If  at  present  the  interests  created  in  a  district  of  one  of  the  States  can 
even  resort  to  threats,  what  would  ha]>peu  when  this  privilege  shall  be  extended  to 
three  more  States  f 

The  idea  of  extending  the  Free  Zone  beyond  its  actual  limir>s  arose  from  the  desire 
of  doirg  away  with  the  character  of  a  privUtfte  which  is  inherent  to  the  Zone,  by  de- 
monstrating that  it  may  be  conceded  to  any  frontier  territory.  This  object  has  not 
been  attained  by  the  committee's  report;  for  either  the  frontier  ought  to  enjoy  this 
privilege,  and  in  this  case  it  is  inconceivable  that  Sonora,  Lower  California,  Chiapas, 
Tabasco,  and  Yucatan  should  be  excluded,  or  it  belongs  not  only  to  the  frontier  States, 
but  also  to  those  bordering  on  the  frontier  States,  and  then  it  cannot  be  understood 
why  it  should  be  granted  to  Nuevo  Leon  and  denied  to  Dnraugo,  Siualoa,  Oaxaca,  and 
Vera  Cruz. 

In- view  of  the  reasons  which  have  been  alleged  in  favor  of  the  Free  Zone,  it  would 
appear  natural  that  only  frontier  settlements  should  call  for  this  privilege.  Neverthe- 
less, we  see  that  it  is  now  proposed  to  grant  it  to  Nuevo  Leon,  which  has  no  frontier. 
I  have  carefully  read  the  speech  of  the  honorable  deputy  who  recently  advocated  the 
right  of  Nuevo  Leon  to  participate  in  the  Free  Zone,  and  I  confess  that  my  limited 
intelligence  could  find  but  one  real  reason  which  has  any  force  in  favor  of  this  pre- 
tended right.  This  reason,  if  it  may  be  so  called,  is  that,  although  Nuevo  Leon  has  no 
frontier,  a  part  of  its  territory  is  very  near  the  frontier,  and  that  the  State  of  Tamau- 
lipas  lies  between  it  and  the  frontier.  I  think  that  this  same  reason  might  be  alleged 
by  several  other  States  of  the  republic ;  San  Luis  might  say  that  Tamanlipas  lies 
between  her  and  the  frontier;  Zacatecas,  that  Coahuila  lies  between  her  and  the 
frontier ;  and  the  same  argument  might  be  repeated  by  Durango,  Sinaloa,  Oaxaca, 
and  Vera  Cruz.  Evidently,  if  all  the«e  States  had  chanced  to  possess  a  portion  of  the 
frontier,  they  might  all  demand  the  privilege  which  is  alleged  to  belong  to  the  frontier ; 
but  in  that  case  no  others  than  the  really  frontier  States  have  any  right  to  enjoy  such 
a  privilege. 

I  intended  to  reply  to  various  allusions  made  by  some  of  the  speakers  who  have  de- 
fended the  Free  Zone,  and  correct  some  mistakes  which,  in  my  judgment,  they  have 
made  ;  but  having  already  occupied  the  attention  of  the  chamber  longer  than  I  wished, 
and  as  I  shall  probably  have  to  occupy  ic  again,  as  I  understand  that  the  debate  is  to 
continue,  I  reserve  further  statements  until  its  close,  and  refrain  for  the  present  from 
replying  to  those  allnsions,  and  from  rectifying  those  errori*. 

In  conclusion  I  will  sum  up  as  follows  the  ideas  of  the  executive  concerning  the  Free 
Zone : 

1.  The  Free  Zone,  as  it  now  exists,  is  a  prt?*ife^e,  such  as  is  prohibited  by  the  consti- 
tution ;  one  which  injures  a  part  of  the  very  State  of  Tamanlipas  and  the  entire  nation. 

2.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  government  of  the  nnion  to  endeavor  to  prevent  the  situation 


APPiSNDIX  C.  313 

of  the  frontier  settlemeDts  from  becoming  less  favorable  than  that  of  their  neighbors, 
and  to  that  end  onght  to  grant  them  all  necessary  exemptions. 

3.  The  Free  Zone  is  not  absolutely  indispensable  to  that  end. 

4.  Even  in  case  that  Congress  should  ratify  that  Zone,  it  should  provide  such  regu- 
lations that  the  interior  commerce  of  the  republic  shall  not  remain  at  the  mercy  of  the 
enactments  of  the  legislature  of  a  single  State. 

5.  The  extension  of  the  Free  Zone  to  other  States,  and  especially  to  such  as  have  no 
frontier,  would  occasion  innumerable  evils. 


Synopsis  of  the  speech  of  the  deputy  Don  Ramon  Guzman  in  the  Mexican  Congress,  in  the 
session  of  October  *J7, 1870,  in  favor  of  the  maintenance  of  the  Free  Zone. 

The  maintenance  of  the  Free  Zone  may  be  considered  under  two  aspects — as  an  eco- 
nomical question,  and  as  a  political  question.  I  shall  examine  the  former  under  three 
beads:  first,  what  our  frontier  was  before  it  became  a  free  zone;  second,  what  it  now 
is,  under  the  operation  of  its  present  exemptions;  and  third,  what  it  will  become,  if, 
unfortunately,  the  law  in  question  should  be  repealed. 

Our  population  on  the  Hio  Grande,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  of  Quadalupe 
Hidalgo,  was  about  30,000  souls,  scattered  through  many  villages  and  hamlets.  The 
Americans  who  always  make  correct  calculations,  immediately  established  in  front  of 
each  of  our  settlements  a  military  post  and  a  custom-house,  with  bonded  warehouses. 
They  had  no  settlements  in  which  to  sell  their  merchandioe,  for  this  region  was  all  a 
desert.  They  came  and  took  up  their  stations  at  these  posts  in  order  to  compet-e  with 
our  merchants  for  the  trade  of  our  frontier.  Their  system  of  bonded  warehouses,  with 
the  exemptions  from  all  duties  enjoyed  by  their  national  manufactures,  necessarily 
annihilated  the  commercial  activity  of  the  Mexican  shore ;  caused  its  inhabitants  to 
engage  in  smuggling,  to  the  neglect  of  agriculture ;  and  finally,  when  they  had  become 
impoverished  through  lack  of  work,  led  them  to  abandon  their  native  soil  in  search  of 
that  subsistence  which  our  fiscal  system  denied  them.  At  that  time  the  Mexican  tarifif 
was  higher  than  that  of  the  United  States.  The  duties  were  collected  then  as  now,  at 
the  moment  of  importation,  and  certain  fords  were  designated  for  the  passage  of  mer- 
chandise, outside  of  which  it  ran  the  risk  of  confiscation.  The  American  bonded  ware- 
bouses  had  no  other  object  than  to  hold  the  goods  destined  to  a  contraband  trade  with 
Mexico.  After  three  years  of  this  unequal  struggle,  the  Americans  had  gained  over 
to  their  territory  the  majority  of  our  population.  Oar  landed  property  had  lost  its 
value ;  the  commerce  of  Matamoros,  our  principal  town,  was  reduced  to  two  retail 
houses,  and  the  few  inhabitants  of  the  Mexican  bank  had  to  become  professional  smog- 
glers.  From  the  authorities  down  to  the  humblest  laborer — some  of  necessity,  and 
others  as  a  speculation — incessantly  crossed  the  river,  bringing  back  goods  at  50  per 
cent,  less  than  their  cost  on  this  side.  Our  custom-houses  did  not  pay  the  salaries  of 
their  own  officers,  and  they  received  their  money  from  Mexico. 

After  three  years'  experience  of  these  miseries,  the  government,  in  IS51,  sent  General 
Don  Manuel  Robles  Pezuela  to  study  the  condition  and  the  necessities  of  the  frontier. 
From  his  luminous  report  sprang  the  idea  of  a  Free  Zone,  which  was  sent  the  next 
year  to  the  chamber  on  the  part  of  the  executive.  Unfortunately  the  influence  of  for- 
eign ministers  in  the  high  regions  of  power  was  then  irresistible.  A  friendly  intervene 
tion  was  decisive.  Above  all,  the  recollections  of  the  American  invasion  were  very 
fresh,  and  that  proposal  of  the  executive,  through  the  lukewarmness  of  the  cabinet, 
and  for  another  reason  which  I  must  not  name,  had  the  misfortune  to  be  rejected.  But 
at  a  later  day,  in  1858,  during  the  war  of  reform,  and  under  the  influence  of  General 
Garza,  the  decree  of  the  Free  Zone  was  issued. 

The  inhabitants  of  both  shores  immediately  perceived  that,  in  the  competition 
between  the  fiscal  systems  of  the  two  peoples,  the  advantage  had  changed  to  the 
right  bank.  The  difference  was  very  soon  ^It.  The  American  warehouses  began  to 
be  closed ;  European  cargoes  no  longer  landed  on  the  left  side  of  the  river ;  our  lands 
increased  in  value ;  the  population  augmented  so  rapidly,  that  from  18,000,  to  which  it 
was  reduced  in  185S,  it  reached  50,000  in  five  years.  Later  came  the  exceptional  cir- 
cumstances of  the  cotton  trade  during  the  confederate  rebellion,  which  produced  an 
artificial  and  transient  increase  of  population,  at  one  time  amounting  to  150,000,  and 
the  remnant  of  which  still  leaves  us  the  70,000  assigned  by  the  census  to  the  frontier 
of  Tamaulipas. 

The  national  treasury  enjoyed  a  proportional  increase  of  revenue ;  and  after  paying 
all  expenses  and  covering  numerous  letters  of  credit,  the  custom-houses  made  consid- 
erable monthly  remissions  to  the  treasury  department.  Smuggling,  which  was  so 
easy  when  there  was  only  the  frontier  to  cross,  now  became  more  difficult  through  the 
system  of  passes  and  of  inspectors  npon  the  roads  leading  to  the  interior.  And  if  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  had  subordinated  the  custom-houses  of  Laredo,  Camargo, 
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Linares,  and  otber  towoe  to  that  of  Matamoras,  and  had  exercised  greater  vigilance 
over  the  morality  of  his  employ^,  the  contraband  traffic  would  have  become  insignifi- 
<:ant.  Since  the  establishnent  of  the  oontra-resguardo  (second  line  of  inspection)  this 
evil  has  largely  decreased.  The  proof  is  that  the  oastom-honse  orders,  which  were 
worth  but  a  short  time  sinre  only  20  to  30  per  c^it.,  have  trebled  in  value  within  the 
two  months  which  have  elapsed  since  the  establishment  of  the  oontra-reagmardo. 

The  third  point  of  my  inquiry,  as  to  what  would  take  plaoe  if  the  Free  Zone  should 
unfortunately  be  abolished,  may  be  briefly  dismissed.  The  inhabitants  of  that  region, 
who  have  given  such  proofs  of  their  love  for  liberty,  distinguishing  themselves  in  the 
wars  of  Independence  and  reform,  would  certainly  oppose,  with  arms  in  their  hands,  a 
measure  intended  to  deprive  them  of  their  liberty  and  their  well-being.  I  am  told  that 
the  government  is  strong  enough  to  conquer  them  with  two  divisions  of  its  army.  lu 
that  case,  this  people,  warlike  by  instinct  and  resolute  in  the  maintenance  of  its  rights, 
would  cross  in  a  body  to  the  American  shore,  leaving  the  ashes  of  their  homesteads  as 
trophies  to  their  oppressors. 

The  enemies  of  the  Free  Zone  repeat  that  it  is  a  privilege  which  is  prohibited  by  our 
constitution.  I  consider  that  a  privilege  is  that  exceptional  advantage  which  is  granted 
to  an  individual,  a  corporation,  or  a  locality,  by  which,  under  an  equality  of  circum- 
stances with  others,  an  exclusive  benefit  is  granted,  to  the  detriment  of  the  rest.  But 
what  port  is  there  on  the  Gulf  or  on  the  Pacific  which  has  in  front  of  it,  at  a  hundred 
paces  off,  a  foreign  port  t  Ought  we  not  to  remember  that  this  colossal  power,  which 
has  located  eight  custom-houses,  with  bonded  warehouses,  along  a  desert  line  of  only 
eighty  leagues,  intends  to  build  up  its  own  settlements  at  our  expense  f  Would  not 
the  derogation  of  the  law  which  has  created  so  many  interests  on  our  frontier  favor 
the  American  interests,  to  the  immense  detriment  of  our  own  ? 

To  vote  against  these  interests  is  to  attack  the  interests  of  the  nation  ;  and  if  my 
own  reasoning  lacks  vigor,  and  my  tongue  the  necessary  eloquence  to  prove  this,  my 
esteemed  companion,  Mr.  Velasco,  will  read  the  report  of  a  committee  of  the  American 
Senate,  in  which  it  recognizes  the  right  of  Mexico  to  adopt  the  financial  laws  which  it 
may  deem  proper.  It  argues  that  the  maintenance  of  the  Free  Zone  is  a  serious  detri  - 
ment  to  their  views  for  the  future,  and  that  fact  speaks  louder  in  its  favor  than  any- 
thing my  feeble  voice  can  utter.  I  will  add,  however,  that  when  the  government  did 
me  the  honor  to  appoint  me,  along  with  Mr.  Castaileda,  to  draw  up  a  tariff  bill,  which 
is  very  nearly  the  same  as  that  before  us,  suggestions  were  made  to  ti«,  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States  Government,  which  I  am  not  at  liberty  to  reveal,  tending  to  the  suppression  of 
ihe  Free  Zone,  and,  as  may  be  seen,  tee  energetically  repelled  them, 

1  very  much  wonder,  and  I  call  the  attention  of  the  chamber  to  this  subject,  that 
the  secretary  of  the  treasuiy  has  not  a  single  word  of  disapproval  for  the  Leese  con- 
tract for  the  colonization  of  Lower  California,  by  which  the  colonists  import,  free  of 
duty,  goods  of  every  kind,  and  are  granted  grei^r  privileges  than  those  enjoyed  by 
our  brothers  of  the  northern  frontier.  Nevertheless,  his  excellency  finds  no  difficulty 
in  granting  to  strangers  what  he  refuses  to  Mexicans.  Is  it  because  the  former  speak 
English,  and  the  latter,  the  poor  Spanish  tongue? 

I  cannot  understand  how  the  interests  of  the  United  States  should  be  upheld  among 
us  in  opposition  to  those  of  Mexico.  Do  not  think  that  I  bear  any  ill-will  toward  that 
people  which  was  our  friend  in  the  hour  of  misfortune.  No,  sir ;  I  love  it,  I  admire  it, 
and  wish  it  all  prosperity  ;  but  not  to  the  detriment  of  Mexico.  I  propose  no  aggres- 
sion ;  but  that,  strong  in  our  right,  we  do  not  accept  a  friendly  intervention  afterbav- 
ing  repulsed  an  armed  intervention.  I  wish  for  a  reciprocity  of  interests  in  our  rela- 
tions, and  especially  upon  our  northern  frontier ;  and  as  we  endured  for  twelve  years 
while  they  maintained  in  front  of  us  their  ports  of  deposit,  let  them  now  endure  the 
continuance  of  the  Free  Zone ;  and  if  the  competition  should  be  pursued,  let  us,  in 
turn,  endure  their  establishment  of  free  ports.  The  real  sovereignty  of  the  people 
would  be  outraged  were  we  to  forget  our  duties.  The  United  States  are  great  and 
strong,  but  they  are  also  just. 


•    Mr,  Xelson  to  Mr.  Fish. 

(Foreign  Relations,  1870,  p.  497.) 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

MexioOf  November  10, 1670. 

Sik:  After  a  protracted  debate,  in  which  the  Mexican  Government,  through  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  Mr.  Romero,  has  made  great  efforts  for  the  abolition  of  the 
Free  Zone,  Congress,  on  the  5th  instant,  not  only  formally  sanctioned  that  measure,  but 
extended  it  over  the  frontiers  of  Coahuila  and  Chihuahua  and  to  the  northern  district 
of  Nuevo  Leon.    Notwithstanding  the  decisive  vote  by  which  this  result  was  obtained 
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(85  to  37),  there  is  still  hope  that  it  may  not  become  a  law,  as  the  President  will 
undoabtedly  use  his  constitutional  prerogative  of  retaining  the  bill  in  his  hands  till 
near  the  close  of  the  session,  and  then  returning  it  with  objections.  Even  should  it 
become  a  law,  Mr.  Romero  is  confident  that  the  great  practical  inconveniences  of  the 
measure  will  ere  long  become  so  apparent  that  it  will  be  repealed  after  a  very  brief 
experiment  of  its  workings. 

•  ^  «  #  •  «  «  • 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


Extract  from  the  airnnal  message  of  President  Grant  j  December  5,  1870. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  our  representations  in  regard  to  the  injurious  effects,  especially 
upon  the  revenue  of  the  United  States,  of  the  poUcy  of  the  Mexican  Government,  in 
exempting  from  impost  duties  a  large  tract  of  its  territory  on  our  bdrders,  have  not 
only  been  fruitless,  but  that  it  is  even  proposed  in  that  country  to  extend  the  limits 
within  which  the  privile^  adverted  to  nas  hitherto  been  enjoyed. 

The  expediency  of  taking  into  your  serious  consideration  proper  measures  for  coun- 
tervailing the  policy  referred  to  will,  it  is  presumed,  engage  your  earnest  attention. 


Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr,  fish. 

(Foreign  Relations,  1871,  p.  608.) 

Legation  of  thk  United  Statks, 

MexioOf  December  22,  1870. 

Sir  :  The  Mexican  Congress,  during  its  recent  session,  failed  to  consummate,  by  appro- 
priate legislation,  the  extension  of  the  Free  Zone,  and  adjourned  on  the  15th  instant, 
leaving  the  tariff  bill,  of  which  the  Free  Zone  forms  a  part,  in  an  unfinished  state. 

In  order  to  ascertain  from  an  official  sonrce  the  present  legal  status  of  this  question, 
on  the  21st  instant  I  addressed  a  note  to  the  minister  of  the  treasnry,  inquiring  if  the 
action  of  the  Congress,  at  its  recent  session,  had  resulted  in  the  extension  of  the  Free 
Zone,  and  if  further  legislation  was  not  required  before  the  extension  could  become  a 
law. 

On  the  same  day,  Mr.  Romero  replied  that  the  Congress  of  the  Union,  approved,  in  the 
session  of  the  5th  of  November,  the  fifty- third  article  of  the  tariff  bill,  which  decrees  the 
subsistence  of  the  Free  Zone  and  its  extension  to  the  northern  frontier ;  and  that  in  the 
session  of  the  7th  of  the  same  month  the  proper  committee  withdrew  the  fifty-fourth 
article  of  the  bill,  in  order  to  present  it  in  another  form.  It  was  not  presented,  how- 
ever, during  the  remainder  of  the  session,  nor  did  Congress  finish  the  discussion  of  the 
tariff  bill ;  consequently,  it  remains  pending  for  the  next  session.  Mr.  Romero  further 
says  that,  although  a  portion  of  the  bill  was  sanctioned  by  Congress,  as  it  was  not  fin- 
ished, nor  sent  to  the  executive  for  promulgation,  it  cannot  be  enforced,  even  in  regard 
to  the  portion  sanctioned.  For  this  reason,  although  the  article  plating  to  the  exten- 
sion of  the  Free  Zone  was  approved  by  Congress,  it  cannot  be  enforced  until  the  remain- 
ing articles  are  approved  and  sent  to  the  executive  for  promulgation.  This  cannot,  in 
any  case,  be  done  until  the  next  session,  which  will  commence  on  the  1st  day  of  April. 
1871. 

A  new  Congress  will  be  elected  in  June  next,  which,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  will  exhibit 
a  more  judicious  and  enlightened  policy  upon  this  important  subject,  more  in  conform- 
ity with  the  wise  statesmanship  of  the  executive  department  of  the  government. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


Extract  from  the  annual  message  of  President  Grant,  December  4, 1871. 

The  republic  of  Mexico  has  not  yet  repealed  the  very  objectionable  laws  establishing 
what  is  known  as  the  **  Free  Zone  "  on  the  frontier  of  the  United  States.  It  is  hoped 
that  this  may  yet  be  done,  and  also  that  more  stringent  measures  may  be  taken  by  toat 
republic  for  restraining  lawless  persons  on  its  frontiers.  I  hope  that  Mexico,  by  its 
own  action,  will  soon  relieve  this  government  of  the  difficulties  experienced  from  these 
causes. 
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Eztraci/rom  the  annual  message  of  President  Grant,  December  7, 1875. 

The  Free  Zone,  so  called,  seyeral  years  sinoe  established  by  the  Mexican  GoTernment 
in  certain  of  the  States  of  that  republic  adjacent  to  onr  frontier,  remains  in  fall  opera- 
tion. It  has  always  been  materially  injnrions  to  honest  traffic,  for  it  operates  as  an 
incentive  to  traders  in  Mexico  to  supply  without  enstoma-oharffes  the  wants  of  inhab- 
itants on  this  side  the  line,  and  prevents  the  same  wants  from  being  supplied  by  mer- 
chants of  the  Unit'Cd  States,  thereby,  to  a  considerable  extent,  defrauding  our  revenue 
and  checking  honest  commercial  enterprise. 


Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Ecarts*, 

(Foreign  Relations,  1877,  p.  410.) 

Legation  of  thk  United  States, 

MexicOf  June  20,  1877. 

Sir  :  Yesterday  afternoon  I  called,  by  appointment,  at  the  foreign  office,  and  read  to 
Mr.  Vallarta  the  greater  portion  of  Mr.  Seward's  dispat<:h,  No.  390,  of  the  Kith  ultimo, 
on  the  subject  of  the  recognition  of  the  government  of  Geueral  Diaz.  After  the  read- 
ing a  lengthy  conversation  followed. 

I  answered  Mr.  Vallarta  that,  so  far  as  recognition  was  concerned,  every  nation  must 
be  its  own  judge  as  to  the  time  and  manner  of  accepting  a  new  aftd  revolutionary  gov- 
ernment as  the  only  representative  of  the  people  over  whom  it  claimed  to  be  estab- 
lished. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  in  the  dispatch  which  I  had  just  read,  had  confirmed  the 
assurance  which  I  gave  him  months  ago,  that  the  United  States  did  not  seek  to  in- 
tervene in  the  internal  politics  of  Mexico ;  but  he  had  also  expressed  the  deep  interest 
which  the  United  States  felt  in  the  stability  of  whatever  government  it  might  recog- 
nize in  this  republic,  and  the  desire  it  had  to  know  of  its  ability  and  its  disposition  to 
comply  with  its  international  obligations,  both  on  the  frontier  and  toward  American 
citizens  and  interests  within  the  country.      »  •  •  »  • 

For  these  and  other  reasons  not  experienced  by  European  nations,  the  United  States 
are  interested  in  knowing  the  spirit  which  animates  and  the  stability  which  is  likely 
to  attend  any  new  government  in  this  country. 

If  the  government  of  General  Diaz  has  not  up  to  the  present  time  been  recognized 
by  that  of  the  United  States,  it  is  owing  to  its  own  neglect  of  plain  duties.  Mr.  Val- 
larta will  remember  that  six  months  ago,  soon  after  entering  the  foreign  office,  I  called 
his  attention  to  the  critical  condition  of  affairs  on  the  Rio  Grande  frontier,  and  stated 
that  they  more  seriously  threatened  the  peace  of  the  two  countries  than  any  and  all 
other  matters.  I  referred  to  the  raids  into  Texas  by  Mexican  banditti,  the  ravages  of 
the  Indians,  and  the  annoyance  of  the  *^  Zona  Libre.'' 

There  had  been  no  change  of  policy  on  the  part  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  with  the  change  of  s^ ministration,  as  he  (Mr.  Vallarta)  unjustly,  and  I  thought 
inconsiderately,  asserted.      •*«*»•  * 

The  records  of  the.  Mexican  foreign  office  will  show  that  the  present  policy  of  my 
government  as  to  the  frontier  is  the  same  as  that  assumed  or  foreshadowed  during  all 
my  residence  in  Mexico. 

Early  in  March  last  I  conveyed  to  him  the  contents  of  a  dispatch  from  Mr.  Fish,  in 
which  the  impression  was  expressed  that  the  United  States,  prior  to  deciding  in  favor 
of  official  recognition  of  the  Diaz  government,  would  expect  that  efficient  measures 
would  be  taken  toward  checking  inroads  into  their  States  and  Territories  and  toward 
the  repeal  of  the  *'  Zona  Libre.'' 

I  am,  (&c., 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 
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Treaty  beticeen  the  United  States  of  America  and  the  Republic  of  Mexico 
for  the  extradition  of  criminals.  Concluded  at  Mexico  December  11, 
1861 :  Ratifications  exchanged  at  Mexico  May  20,  1862 :  Proclaimed 
June  20, 1862. 

The  United  States  of  America  aad  the  United  Mexican  States,  having  judged  it  ex- 
pcMdienty  with  a  Tiew  to  the  better  administration  of  instice  and  to  the  prevention  of 
crime  withiiwtheir  respective  territories  and  Jurisdictions,  that  persons  charged  with 
the  crimes  hereinafter  enamerated,  and  beingr  fugitives  from  Justice,  should,  under 
certain  circumstances,  be  reciprocally  delivered  up,  have  resolved  to  conclude  a  treaty 
for  this  purpose,  and  have  named  as  their  respective  plenipotentiaries,  that  is  to  say : 

The  President  of  the  United  States  of  America  has  appointed  Thomas  Corwin,  a  cit- 
izen of  the  United  States,  and  their  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipoten- 
tiary near  the  Mexican  Government ;  and  the  President  of  the  United  Mexican  States 
lias  appointed  Sebastian  Lerdo  deTeJada,  a  citizen  of  the  said  States,  and  a  depaty  of 
the  congress  of  the  union ; 

Who,  after  having  communicated  to  each  other  their  respective  full  powers,  found 
f u  good  and  due  form,  have  agreed  upon  and  concluded  the  following  articles : 

Article  I. 

It  is  agreed  that  the  contracting  parties  shall,  on  requisitions  made  in  their  name, 
through  the  medium  of  their  respective  diplomatic  agents,  deliver  up  to  Justice  per- 
sons who,  being  accused  of  the  crimes  enumerated  in  article  third  of  the  present 
treaty,  committed  within  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  requiring  party,  shall  seek  an  asylum 
or  shall  be  found  within  the  territories  of  the  other :  Provided,  That  this  shall  be  done 
only  when  the  fact  of  the  commission  of  the  crime  shall  be  so  established  as  that  the 
laws  of  the  country  in  which  the  fugitive  or  the  person  so  accused  shall  be  found  would 
Justify  his  or  her  apprehension  and  commitment  for  trial  if  the  crime  had  been  there 
committed. 

Article  II. 

In  the  case  of  crimes  committed  in  the  frontier  States  or  Territories  of  the  two  con- 
tracting parties,  requisitions  may  be  made  through  their  respective  diplomatic  agents, 
or  through  the  chief  civil  authority  of  said  States  or  Territories,  or  through  such  chief 
civil  or  Judicial  authority  of  the  districts  or  counties  bordering  on  4;he  frontier  as  may 
for  this  purpose  be  duly  authorized  by  the  said  chief  civil  authority  of  the  said  fron- 
tier States  or  Territories,  or  when,  from  any  cause,  the  civil  authority  of  such  State  or 
Territory  shall  be  suspended,  through  the  chief  military  officer  in  command  of  such 
State  or  Territory. 

Article  III. 

Persons  shall  be  so  delivered  up  who  shall  be  charged,  according  to  the  provisions 
of  this  treaty,  with  any  of  the  following  crimes,  whether  as  principals,  accessories,  or 
accomplices,  to  wit :  Murder  (including  assassination,  parricide,  infanticide,  and  poi- 
soning); assault  with  intent  to  commit  murder;  mutilation;  piracy;  arson;  rape;  kid- 
napping, defining  the  same  to  be  the  taking  and  carrying  away  of  a  free  person  by 
force  or  deception ;  forgery,  including  the  forging  or  making,  or  knowingly  passing  or 
putting  in  circulation,  counterfeit  coin  or  bauK-notes  or  other  paper  current  as  money, 
with  intent  to  defraud  any  person  or  persons ;  the  introduction  or  making  of  instru- 
ments for  the  fabrication  of  counterfeit  coin  or  bank-notes  or  other  paper  current  as 
money ;  embezzlement  of  public  moneys ;  robbery,  defining  the  same  to  be  the  feloni- 
ous and  forcible  taking  from  the  person  of  another  of  goods  or  money  to  any  value,  by 
violence  or  putting  him  in  fear;  burglary,  defining  the  same  to  be  breaking  and  enter- 
ing into  the  house  of  another  with  intent  to  commit  felony ;  and  the  crime  of  larceny 
of  cattle  or  other  goods  and  chattels  of  the  value  of  twenty-five  dollars  or  more,  when 
the  same  is  committed  within  the  frontier  States  or  Territories  of  the  contracting 
parties. 
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Article  IV. 

On  the  part  of  each  conntry  the  sarrender  of  fugitives  from  justice  shall  be  mado 
only  by  the  authority  of  the  executive  thereof,  except  in  the  case  of  crimes  committed 
within  tlie  limits  of  the  frontier  States  or  Territories,  in  which  latter  case  the  sur- 
render may  be  made  by  the  chief  civil  authority  thereof,  or  such  chief  ciril  or  judicial 
authority  of  the  districts  or  countries  bordering  on  the  frontier  as  may  for  this  pur- 
pose be  dnly  authorized  by  the  said  chief  civil  authority  of  the  said  frontier  States  or 
Territories,  or  if,  from  any  cause,  the  civil  authority  of  such  State  or  Territory  shall 
be  suspended,  then  such  surrender  may  be  made  by  the  chief  military  officer  in  com- 
mand of  such  State  or  Territory. 

Article  V. 

All  expenses  whatever  of  detention  and  delivery  effected  in  virtue  of  the  preceding 
provisions  shall  be  borne  and  defrayed  by  the  government  or  authority  of  the  frontier 
State  or  Territory  in  whose  name  the  requisition  shall  have  been  made. 

Article  VI. 

The  provisions  of  the  present  treaty  shall  not  be  applied  in  any  manner  to  any  crime 
or  offense  of  a  purely  political  character,  nor  shall  it  embrace  the  return  of  fugitive 
slaves,  nor  the  delivery  of  criminals  who,  when  the  offense  was  committed,  shall  have 
been  held  in  the  place  where  the  offense  was  committed  in  the  condition  of  slaves,  the 
same  being  expressly  forbidden  by  the  constitution  of  Mexico;  nor  shall  the  provis- 
ions of  the  present  treaty  be  applied  in  any  manner  to  the  crimes  enumerated  in  the 
third  article  committed  anterior  to  the  date  of  the  exchange  of  the  ratification  hereof. 

Neither  of  the  contracting  parties  shall  be  bound  to  deliver  up  its  own  citizens  under 
the  stipulations  of  this  treaty. 

Article  VII. 

This  treaty  shall  continue  in  force  until  it  shall  be  abrogated  by  the  contracting  par- 
ties or  one  of  them  ;  but  it  shall  not  be  abrogated  except  by  mutual  consent,  unless 
the  party  desiring  to  abrogate  it  shall  give  twelve  months'  previous  notice. 

Article  VIII. 

The  present  treaty  shall  be  ratified  in  oonfoimity  with  the  constitutions  of  the  two 
countries,  and  the  ratifications  shall  be  exchanged  at  the  city  of  Mexico  within  six 
months  from  the  date  hereof  or  earlier  if  possible. 

In  witness  whereof  we,  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  United  States  of  America  and  of 
the  United  Mexican  States,  have  signed  and  sealed  these  presents. 

Done  in  the  city  of  Mexico  on  the  eleventh  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-one,  the  eighty-sixth  of  the  Independence  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  and  the  forty-first  of  that  of  the  United  Mexican  States. 

TH  OMAS  CORWIN.  [l.  8.] 

SEB'N  LERDO  DE  TEJADA.     [l.  8,] 


Mr,  XtUon  to  Mr,  Fish, 

(Foreign  Relations,  1871,  p.  628.) 

United  States  Legation, 

Mexico^  Februanf  27,  1871. 

Sir  :  I  inclose  a  copy  of  a  note  that  I  addressed  to  the  department  of  foreign  affairs 
on  the  25th  instant,  in  regard  to  the  refusal  of  the  governor  of  Sonora  to  surrender,  on 
the  requisition  of  the  governor  of  Arizona  Territory,  certain  fugitives  who  had  escaped 
to  Sonora  after  murdering  and  robbing  three  American  citizens  at  Mission  Ridge  Camp, 
in  Arizona  Territory ;  in  which  I  requested  the  supreme  government  to  direct  the  nec- 
essary instructions  to  the  governor  of  Sonora  to  deliver  the  said  criminals  to  the  per- 
sons duly  authorized  to  receive  them  by  the  governor  of  Arizona,  as  soon  as  they  could 
be  arrested. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 

llnclosure.] 
Mr,  Nelson  to  Mr,  Aspiroz, 

United  States  Legation, 

Mexico,  February  25, 1871. 
Sir:  I  have  just  received  the  inclosed  communication  from  the  United  States  consul  at 
Guaymas  in  regard  to  the  refusal  of  the  governor  of  Sonora  to  surrender,  upon  the  requi- 
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sition  of  the  ijfovernor  of  Arizona  Territory,  certain  fugitives  from  justice  who  are 
known  to  have  murdered  and  robbed  three  American  citizens  at  a  place  called  Mission 
Ridge  Camp,  in  Arizona  Territory,  iu  December  last.  I  also  inclose  the  documents 
referred  to  m  the  letter  of  the  said  consul,  which  will  place  within  your  knowledge  the 
facts  of  the  case.  I  trust  that  the  supreme  government  will  not  hesitate  to  direct  the 
necessary  instructions  to  the  governor  of  Sonora  to  deliver  the  said  criminals  to  the 
persons  duly  authorized  to  receive  them  by  the  governor  of  Arizona,  as  soon  as  they 
can  be  arreslicd. 
After  you  have  examined  the  inclosed  documents  please  return  them  to  me. 
I  have,  &c,f 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fish. 

(Foreign  Relations,  1871,  p.  629.) 

Legation  of  the  Uxitei>  States, 

Mexico,  March  23,  1871. 

Sir  :  Referring  to  my  dispatch  No.  359,  of  the  27th  ultimo,  I  have  the  honor  to  iu- 
cloee  a  copy  and  translation  of  a  note  from  the  department  of  foreign  affairs,  dated 
the  8th  instant,  in  which  the  Mexican  Government  declines  to  order  the  surrender  of 
the  assassins  whose  extradition  was  demanded  of  the  governor  of  Sonora  by  the  gov- 
ernor of  Arizona  Territory,  baaing^  its  refusal  upon  the  fact  of  the  said  assassins  being 
Mexican  citizens,  in  conformity  with  the  last  clause  of  the  sixth  article  of  the  extradi- 
tion treaty  of  December  11, 1861,  the  text  of  which  is  as  follows :  **  Neither  of  the 
contracting  parties  shall.be  bound  to  deliver  up  its  own  citizens  under  t  lie  stipulations 
of  this  treaty." 

I  will,  however,  make  an  informal  and  unofficial  effort  to  obtain  their  surrender,  ns 
an  act  of  international  comity. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


[Inclosare.] 

,  Mr.  Aspiroz  to  Mr.  Nelson. 

iTranslatioD.l 

Department  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

Mexico,  March  8,  1871. 

Sir  :  With  a  note  from  your  excellency,  dated  the  25th  of  February,  ultimo,  I  received 
another  from  the  consul  of  the  United  States  of  America  at  Quay  mas,  a  letter  from 
Mr.  George  Cooler,  agent  of  the  governor  of  Arizona  Territory,  and  some  newspaper 
slips,  all  of  which  refer  to  the  assassination  and  robbery  whicn  it  appears  was  com- 
mitted by  certain  Mexicans  in  the  territory  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  to 
the  requisition  for  the  surrender  of  the  supposed  criminals,  made  by  the  governor  of 
Arizona  upon  the  governor  of  Sonora,  and  the  refusal  of  the  latter  to  give  them  up, 
in  case  of  their  being  found  within  the  limits  of  that  State. 

Tour  excellency  makes  known  your  belief  that  the  Mexican  Government,  as  soon  as 
it  shall  become  cognizant  of  the  facts  stated  in  these  documents  and  papers,  will  not 
hesitate  to  send  to  the  governor  of  Sonora  the  necessary  instructions  for  the  surrender 
of  the  accused  parties.  Your  excellency  probably  formed  this  opinion  without  know- 
ing the  fact  that  the  persons  whose  surrender  is  solicited  from  the  Mexican  authorities 
are  themselves  Mexicans. 

Your  excellency  will  please  to  note,  in  the  same  documents  and  papers,  which  I  now 
return,  according  to  request,  that  this  circumstance  is  therein  expressed  with  at  least 
as  high  fi  grade  of  credibility  as  the  statement  of  the  crimes  committed  and  the  at- 
tending tiircumstances  thereof. 

I  expect  from  your  excellency's  well-known  high  sense  of  Justice  that  this  single 
circumstance  will  suffice  to  excuse  the  Mexican  Government  from  ordering  the  surren- 
der of  the  supposed  criminals,  as  dsmanded  by  the  governor  of  Arizona  Territory  from 
the  governor  of  the  State  of  Sonora,  since  its  action  in  the  case  should  be  in  strict  con- 
formity with  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  of  extradition  between  the  United  States 
of  Mexico  and  the  United  States  of  America,  now  in  force,  and  with  the  practice  ob- 
served by  the  government  of  the  latter  toward  the  Mexican  Government  in  similar  cases. 
I  have  the  honor  to  repeat  that  I  am  your  excellency's  very  obedient  servant, 

MANUEL  ASPIROZ. 
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Mr,  Fish  to  Mr,  Xehon. 

(Foreign  Relatione,  1872,  p.  383.) 

Department  of  State, 

WaMn^fioHf  January  31,  1872. 

Si  It :  I  transmit  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  25tli  instant  addressed  to  this  Department 
by  Mr.  R.  C.  McCormick,  the  Delegate  in  Cona^ress  from  the  Territory  of  Arizona,  and 
of  the  letter  to  me  -from  Governor  Safford,  of  that  Territory,  to  which  it  refers.  These 
papers  relate  to  the  persistent  attacks  on  the  persons  and  property  of  citizens  of  Ari- 
zona near  the  border  by  bandits  from  the  Mexican  State  of  Sonora.  The  department 
has  repeatedly  written  on  the  importance  of  putting  a  stop  to  them. 
I  am,  &c.f 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


[Inclosure  1.] 

Forty -Second  Congress  United  States, 

House  of  Representatives, 

Waahingtonf  D,  C,  January  25,  1872. 

Sir  :  As  you  are  not  in  the  receipt  of  the  original  of  Qovemor  Safford's  letter  of  De- 
cember 29, 1^71, 1  now  have  the  honor  to  furnish  you  a  copy  from  that  sent  to  me 
and  read  to  you  during  our  recent  interview.  I  trust,  as  then  suggested,  that  you  will 
give  to  the  unfortunate  state  of  affairs  upon  the  Arizona  border  your  prompt  consider- 
ation, and  furnish  the  governor  with  anv  instructions  you  may  deem  proper  under  the 
circnmstanoes.  I  also  hope  that  you  will  advise  our  minister  to  Mexico  of  the  serious 
difficulties  likely  to  ensue  unless  the  lawlessness  of  certain  citizens  of  Sonora  is 
promptly  recognized  and  punished,  and  instruct  him  to  ask  the  attention  of  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  republic  of  Mexico  to  the  matter  as  one  worthy  of  notice,  and  that 
should  not  be  overlooked,  even  if  the  treaty  stipulations  do  not  absolutely  provide  for 
the  surrender  of  persons  engaged  in  such  cases  of  wrong-doing  as  the  governor  of  Ari- 
zona recounts. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  c.  Mccormick, 

Delegate  from  Arizona, 
Hon.  Hamilton  Fish, 

Setretanf  of  State. 


[Inclosure  2.] 

Territory  of  Aiuzona,  Execctive  Office, 

Tucson,  December  29,  1??71. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  February  14, 1871,  a  communication  giving 
information  of  the  insecurity  of  life  and  property  in  this  Territory,  along  and  near  the 
Mexican  border,  in  consequence  of  frequent  murders  and  robberies  committed  by  Mex- 
ican subjects,  who  invariably  escape  to  Mexico ;  and  particularly  referring  to  the  Mis- 
sion Camp  massacre,  with  my  action  in  the  premises,  and  the  refusal  of  uie  governor 
of  Sonora  to  surrender  the  criminals,  coupled  with  a  statement  from  him  that  he  had 
referred  the  question  to  the  supreme  Government  of  Mexico.  I  subsequently  learned 
from  Mexican  newspapers  that  the  supreme  government  had  decided  in  effect  that 
Mexican  subjects  having  committed  crimes  on  the  soil  of  the  United  States  should  not 
under  the  treaty  be  given  up  for  punishment  to  the  authorities  of  the  United  States, 
nor  was  it  a  proper  cause  for  punishment  within  the  republic  of  Mexico.  This  de- 
cision did,  as  I  predicted  it  would  in  my  communication  of  February  14,  "  act  as  an 
incentive  to  the  numerous  bands  of  outlaws  who  infest  that  country  to  increase  their 
criminal  depredations*on  our  soil.''  Within  a  few  months  one  man  was  murdered  on 
the  Gila  River,  while  asleep.  Another  was  shot  from  his  horse  near  the  same  place. 
But  a  few  days  since  William  Wright  was  murdered,  sixty  miles  south  of  here,  while 
asleep,  and  his  head  was  cut  off;  and  on  the  ^Ist  instant  John  W.  Baker,  his  wife,  and 
boy  about  seven  years  old,  were  brutually  murdered  sixty  miles  west  of  this  place, 
and  a  child  of  the  age  of  five  months  perished  for  food  and  from  cold  after  its  mother 
was  munlered.  I  followed  in  person  this  last  baud  of  outlaws,  and  came  so  close  to 
them  that  they  were  obliged  to  abandon  the  horses  they  had  stolen,  but  succeeded  in 
making  their  escape  into  the  mountains  beyond  the  line.  This  last  horrid  massacre 
has  aroused  the  indignation  of  all  good  people  of  the  Territory,  both  Mexicans  and 
Americans,  and  it  is  with  great  difficulty  that  retaliation  is  prevented. 

Earnestly  desirous  of  maintaining  friendly  relations  between  this  Territory  and  the 
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State  of  SoDora,  and  feeling  well  conyinced  that  the  repetitiou  of  such  outrages  as 
that  of  the  21st  miglit  place  the  matter  beyond  my  control,  I  have  deemed  it  advisable 
to  send,  nnoflQcially,  a  Mexican,  who  was  formerly  a  private  secretary  of  Governor 
Pesqaeira,  to  him,  with  a  plain  statement  of  the  facts,  and  have  asked  him,  in  order 
to  promote  friendly  relations  between  this  Territory  and  Sonora,  to  devise  some  plan 
by  which  these  criminals  may  be  punished.  Well  known  and  reliable  Mexican  sub- 
jects residing  here  have  also  written  him  in  similar  tone,  and  I  have  strong  hopes  that 
the  governor  will  see  the  importance  of  complying  with  our  reqnest.  If,  however,  this 
should  fail,  and  no  punishment  follow  for  the  perpetration  of  these  ontrajs^es,  these 
outlaws  will  increase  their  depredations  nntil  it  will  be  impossible  to  inhabit  our  ter- 
ritory near  the  Mexican  border,  and  I  fear  retaliation  will  follow  that  will  place  the 
two  countries  in  a  semi-state  of  war.  If  our  government  could  sustain  us  in  follow- 
ing and  capturing  these  outlaws  into  their  own  country,  we  could  and  would,  without 
further  assistance  from  the  government  soon  bring  them  4o  terms,  and  put  a  stop  to 
these  crimes  on  our  own  soil ;  but  I  am  aware  that  such  a  course  would  not  be  in  com- 
pliance .with  the  treaty  existing  between  the  two  governments.  Tet  I  do  not  consider 
that  Mexico  is  acting  the  part  of  a  neighbor  in  allowing  her  outlaws  to  murder  and 
rob  our  people  withont  making  an  edbrt  to  stop  it.  Some  relief  might  be  obtained  by 
requiring  Mexican  subjects  to  procure  passports ;  those  found  without  them,  after  a 
reasonable  notice,  be  compelled  to  leave  the  conntry. 

In  view  of  this  disturbed  condition  of  affairs,  I  should  bo  pleased  to  receive  such  in- 
structions as  you  may  consider  will  aid  me  in  the  discharge  of  my  duties,  and,  if 
possible,  adopting  such  measures  as  will  secure  life  and  property  against  these  out- 
laws. 

I  inclose  a  copy  of  our  local  paper  of  to-day,  which  contains  the  report  of  the  cor- 
oner's jury,  and  some  further  information  upon  the  late  massacre. 
Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

A.  P.  K.  SAFFORD, 

Gorernor. 

Hon.  Hamilton  Fish, 

Secretary  of  StatCf  Washington j  7).  (\ 


Mr.  Xvlson  to  Mr,  Fhh, 

(Foreign  Relations,  1872,  p.  411.) 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  March  25,  1872. 

Sir  :  Pursuant  to  the  instructions  contained  in  your  dispatch  No.  215, 1  addressed,  on 
the  20th  instant,  a  note  to  Mr.  Mariscal,  calling  his  attention  to  the  numerous  murders 
recently  committed  in  the  Territory  of  Arizona  by  malefactors  from  the  Mexican  State 
of  Sonora,  and  manifesting  the  urgency  of  some  efficacious  measures  for  the  preven- 
tion of  such  outrages  in  the  future. 
I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


[Inclosuro.] 

Mr.  Xehon  to  Mr.  Mariscat. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  March  20, 1872. 

Sir  :  The  Government  of  the  United  States  is  informed  by  the  authorities  of  the 
Territory  of  Arizona  that  numerous  murders  have  recently  been  perpetrated  withiu 
that  Territory,  near  the  Mexican  boundary,  bv  malefactors  proceeding  from  and  escap- 
ing to  the  Mexican  State  of  Sonora.  Some  of  these  crimes  have  been  attended  with 
circumstances  of  such  peculiar  atrocity  as  to  excite  public  indignation  against  the 
assassins  to  an  alarming  intensity,  in  view  of  the  fact  that,  when  once  the  criminals 
have  reached  Mexican  soil,  the  experience  of  last  year  is  supposed  to  show  that  the 
state  government  of  Sonora  will  neither  punish  them  itself,  surrender  them,  nor  take 
any  efficient  steps  to  prevent  a  renewal  of  such  deeds  of  blood. 

Unless  some  energetic  measures  of  repression  be  taken  by  the  Mexican  authorities, 
my  government  believes  it  will  be  impossible  to  prevent  the  aggrieved  parties  from 
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retaliating  lu  the  same  way  upon  Mexican  citizens  residing  in  that  Territory,  a  pro- 
ceeding which  conld  not  fail  to  disturb  the  existing  cordial  relations  between  the  two 
governments.  In  the  interest  of  preventing  such  lamentable  consequences  I  have  been 
instructed  to  present  the  above  facts  to  the  Mexican  Government,  and  to  manifest  the 
urgency  of  some  efficacious  measures  for  the  prevention  of  such  outrages  in  the  future. 
1  am,  &c., 

THOMAS.  H.  NELSON. 


Mr.  Xehon  to  Mr.  Fish. 

iForeign  Relations  1872,  p.  412.) 

Legation  of  tue  United  States, 

Mexico,  March  30,  1872. 

Sir  :  Bef erring  to  my  dispatch  No.  536, 1  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  copy 
and  translation  of  the  reply  of  Mr.  Mariscal  to  my  note  of  the  20th  instant,  relative 
to  the  frequency  of  murders  by  Mexicans  in  Arizona.    This  reply,  though  dated  the 
23d  instant,  was  not  received  until  several  days  later. 
I  am,  &c , 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


[Enclosure.] 
Mr.  Mariscal  to  Mr.  Nelson. 

Department  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

Mexico,  March  23,  1872. 

Sir  :  1  have  received  your  excellency's  note  of  the  20th  instant,  in  which  yon  state 
that  the  authorities  of  the  Territory  of  Arizona  have  informed  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  that  numerous  murders  have  been  committed  in  that  Territory  near  the 
Mexican  frontier  by  malefactors  who  come  from  the  State  of  Sonora,  into  which  they 
escape  after  perpetrating  these  atrocious  deeds. 

;;.  Your  excellency,  pursuant  to  instructions  from  your  government,  manifests  the  ur- 
gency of  efficacious  measures  being  taken  to  prevent  such  outrages  in  the  future.  In 
reply  I  take  pleasure  in  informing  your  excellency  that  I  have  to-day  transmitted  your 
note  to  the  government  qt  the  State  of  Sonora,  calling  for  a  report  upon  the  facts  in 
question  at  the  earliest  moment,  in  order  to  make  a  proper  reply  to  your  excellency, 
and  take  the  necessary  measures. 

I  improve  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the  assurance  of  the  high 
consideration  with  which  I  am,  your  excellency's  obedient  servant, 

IGNACIO  MARISCAL. 


Mr.  Fish  t4)  Mr.  Foster. 

(Foreign  Relations,  1874,  p.  73L) 

,    Department  of  State, 

Washington,  February  20,  1H74. 

Sir  :  An  iustructiou  has  this  day  been  addressed  to  the  United  States  consul  at  Mata- 
uioros,  directing  him  to  apply  to  the  loQal  authorities  for  permission  to  Benjamin  Mur- 
phy to  receive  into  custody  one  Alexander  D.  Hamilton,  a  fugitive  from  justice,  charged 
with  the  embezzlement  of  public  moneys.  It  is  desired  that  in  adopting  the  ordinary 
means,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  treaty,  you  will  act  promptly,  and  with 
such  discretion  as  will,  in  jrour  judgment,  most  surely  tend  to  secure  the  apprehension 
and  return  of  the  fugitive  in  question.  The  consul  at  Matamoros  has  been  directed  to 
inform  you  when  the  local  magistrate  shall  have  decided,  that  the  proof  of  criminality 
is  sufficient. 

I  am,  &c., 

HAMILTON  FISH. 
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Mi\  Fish  to  Mr,  Foster. 

(Foreign  Relations,  1874,  p.  736.) 

Department  of  State, 

}Vashittgt<m,  March  25,  1874. 

Sir:  I  transmit  a  copy  of  dispatch  No.  161,  of  the  10th  instant,  addressed  to  this 
department  hy  Mr.  Thomas  F.  Wilson,  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Matamoros. 
From  this  paper  it  appears  that  the  arrest  of  one  Alexander  D.  Hamilton,  charged  with 
a  crime  for  which,  pursuant  to  the  treaty  with  Mexico,  his  extradition  may  be  required, 
has  been  prevented  by  the  interference  of  General  Cortina  in  his  favor.  You  will  lose 
uo  time  in  making  a  representation  to  the  Mexican  Government  on  this  subject,  and 
will  state  that  it  is  expected  such  orders  will  be  given  to  General  Cortina  as  will  allow 
the  treaty  to  be  carried  into  effect  according  to  ite  terms. 
I  have,  &c., 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


Mr.  Foster  to  Mr,  Fish. 
(Foreign  Relations,  1874,  p.  744.) 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  Jpril  18, 1874. 

Sir  :  I  am  this  day  in  receipt  of  your  dispatch  No.  90,  March  25,  relating  tb  the  in- 
terference of  General  Cortina,  at  Matamoros,  in  preventing  the  extradition  of  one 
Alexander  D.  Hamilton.  Immediately  on  receipt  thereof  I  sent  to  the  minister  of 
foreign  affairs  a  copy  of  the  dispatch  of  Mr.  Wilson,  inclosed  in  your  No.  90,  with  » 
representation  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  would  expect  such  orders  to 
be  given  as  will  allow  the  treaty  to  be  carried  into  effect  according  to  its  terms. 

Within  an  hour  after  the  transmission  of  this  note,  I  was  personally  informed  by  the 
■minister  that  the  President  had  already  seen  some  notice  of  the  action  of  General  Cor- 
tina in  the  public  press,  and  had  at  once  sent  telegrams  to  the  governor  of  the  State, 
to  General  Cortina,  and  to  the  military  commander,  calling  for  information  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  that  immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  my  note  tne  President  had  instructed 
the  minister  of  war  to  send  orders  to  the  military  commander  at  Matamoros,  Colonel 
Cristo,  to  arrest  Hamilton,  and  hold  him  at  all  hazards  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the 
extradition  treaty.  And,  in  confirmation  of  this  information,  I  have  to-night  received 
an  official  note  from  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  of  which  I  inclose  a  translation. 
I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 


Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  lAtfragna. 

m 

(Foreign  Relations,  1875,  part  2,  )>.  1)14.) 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  May  8, 1875. 

Sir:  The  cousnl  of  the  United  States  at-  Matamoros,  Tamaulipas,  reports  to  me, 
under  date  of  the  Idth  ultimo,  the  following  facts:  In  June  last  a  man  named  Juan 
Flores  murdered  T.  H.  Swift  and  his  w;fe,  in  Refugio  County,  Texas.  The  murderer 
fled  to  Guerrero,  Mexico,  where  he  was  traced  and  arrested,  and  a  demand  was  duly 
made,  under  the  provisions  of  the  treaty,  for  his  extradition.  In  Guerrero,  Flores 
assumed  the  name  Juan  Juarez.  He,  however,  admitted  that  he  had  murdered  Swift 
and  his  wife,  and,  as  a  defense  to  his  extradition,  claimed  that  he  was  a  citizen  of 
Mexico.  The  authorities  of  Guerrero  sent  Flores  to  Matamoros  for  trial  before  the 
judge  of  the  first  instance,  Don  Diego  Castillo  Montero,  the  commissioner  of  extradi- 
tion. Flores  admitted  to  the  judge  at  Matamoros  that  he  committed  the  mui'ders,  and 
again  claimed  that  he  was  a  Mexican  citizen.  Upon  being  so  instructed  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Stat«  at  Washington,  the  said  consul  at  Matamoros  appeared  before  the  court 
to  aid  in  securing  the  extradition  of  the  criminal,  and  insisted  that,  in  order  to  avail 
himself  of  his  claim  of  Mexican  citizenship,  Flores  must  establish  that  fact  by  proof; 
that  he  admitted  that  he  was  a  fugitive  criminal  from  Texas;  and  that  the  presump- 
tion would  arise  that  he,  having  committed  the  crime  in  that  State,  was  subject  to  its 
jurisdiction,  which  presumption  must  be  removed  by  positive  testimony  to  the  con- 
trary.   But,  in  addition  to  this  presumption,  the  said  consul  submitted  to  the  court,  as 
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eyidence  that  said  Flores  was  actually  a  citizen  of  Tessas,  a  certificate  signed  bj  the 
goTemor  of  said  State,  ander  the  seal  thereof,  that  Floree  had  registered  and  Toted  in 
Texas  as  a  natirr  of  that  State,  haTing  made  oath  to  that  effect.  No  evidence  has 
been  produced  before  the  court  tending  to  show  that  Floras  is  a  citizen  of  Mexico,  and 
consequently  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  clause  of  the  treaty  which  exempts  either 
country  from  surrendering  ita  own  citizens.  Notwithstanding  the  foregoing  facts,  the 
case  is  stUl  undecided,  and  the  consul  entertains  well-grounded  fears  that  through  this 
delay  improper  influences,  which  are  being  exerted,  wul  secure  the  illegal  release  of  the 
criminal. 

In  Tiew  of  the  recent  experience  in  the  enforcement  of  the  extradition  treaty  at 
Matamoros,  in  the  case  of  Alexander  D.  Hamilton,  of  which  your  excellency  has  full 
information,  and  in  Tiew  also  of  the  condition  of  public  feeling  in  Texas  at  this  time, 
I  have  to  request  that  your  excellency's  government  will  cause  an  excitative  to  be 
sent  by  telegraph  to  the  said  judge  at  Matamoros,  to  the  effect  that,  if  the  guilt  of 
Flores  is  established,  and  he  does  not  prove  his  claim  of  Mexican  citizenship,  he  be 
delivered  to  the  American  authorities  under  the  terms  of  said  treaty,  and  that  hi^ 
decision  be  rendered  as  speedily  as  is  consistent  with  the  ends  of  justice. 

Your  excellency  will  please  accept  the  renewed  assurances  of  my  high  consideration 
and  esteem. 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 

His  Excellency  J.  M.  Lafragua, 

Afinixter  of  Foreign  Jffairnj  Mejrit-o. 


[TnuBslAtioD.] 

Mr.  Ijofragua  to  Mr,  Fontrr, 

Mexico,  Mny  11,  le7^ 

Mr.  M1XI8TER  :  I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  excellency's  note  of  the  8th 
instant  relative  to  the  extradition  of  Juan  Flores,  accused  of  being  the  murderer  of  T. 
H.  Swift  and  his  wife. 

In  view  of  the  reasons  expressed  by  your  excellency,  there  has  been  dictated  the 
order  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy,  hoping  that  by  that  measure  the 
inroceedings  which  have  delayed  the  decision  of  this  matter  may  be  shortened. 

It  is  very  pleasant  upon  this  occasion  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the  assurances  of 
my  high  ana  distinguished  consideration. 

J,  M.  LAFRAGFA. 

His  Excellency  John  W.  Foster, 

Enroy  Extraordinary  and  Minintn-  PltnijwttHtiarif  of  the  Vmtcd  Staten, 


[Translation.] 
Thr  l*rv>*idnit  to  the  Miniftter  of  War, 

Departme.vt  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

Mexico f  May  11, 1675. 

Citizen  Minister  of  War  :  The  President  orders  that  jou  will  be  pleased  to  com- 
municate to  the  military  commander  at  Matamoros,  by  telegraph,  the  following  dis- 
patch: '*  The  American  legation  asks  the  extradition  of  Juan  Flores,  accused  as  the 
murderer  of  the  American  T.  H.  Swift,  in  June,  1874.  If  he  has  not  proved  that 
he  is  a  Mexican  citizen,  and  there  are  facts  which  establish  his  guilt,  vou  will  ask  the 
judge  of  Matamoros  that  he  deliver  the  criminal  in  conformity  with  the  treaty.'^ 

I  communicate  it  to  you  for  your  compliance.    Independence  and  liberty. 


Mr.  Schuchardt  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

(H.  Ex.  Doc.  No.  13,  45th  Cong.,  Ist  sess.,  p.  70.) 

Commercial  Agency  of  the  United  States, 

riedras  Kegras^  MexieOf  May  14,  lj^7. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  this  day  (May  14)  I  have  directed  to  yon  the 
following  telegram : 

"  This  place  is  held  at  present  by  the  rebels  (Diaz),  who  have  shown  ever  since  hostil- 
ity to  our  country  by  openly  protecting  Indians  and  thieves  depredating  on  the  Texas 


APPENDIX    D.  ,  329 

frontier.  I  am  informed  that  the  rebel  authorities  will  make  a  demand  on  the  jndge 
of  the  tweiity-fonrth  Jadicial  district,  holding  to-day  conrt  at  Eagle  Pass,  for  the  ex- 
tradition, on  fictitious  charges,  of  officials  and  others  of  the  legitimate  government  of 
Mexico,  and  at  present  refugees  on  the  Texas  side.  The  jndge  of  the  twenty-fourth 
judicial  district,  to-day,  at  Eagle  Pass,  on  my  explanations,  stated  that  if  these  rebel 
authorities,  which  he  recognizes  as  representatives  of  the  government  de  facto  of  Mex- 
ico, would  make  the  demand  for  extradition  in  due  form,  he  was  obliged,  under  the 
treaty,  to  extradite  those  men.  As  the  extradition  of  these  men  to  the  rebel  authorities 
will  result  in  their  death,  and  this  section  of  the  country  will  be  in  a  few  days  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  legitimate  government  of  Mexico,  I  respectfully  request,  in  the  name  of 
justice  and  humanity,  that  instructions  be  sent  immediately  to  the  judgeof  the  twenty- 
fourth  judicial  district,  now  at  Eagle  Pass,  to  suspend  the  extradition  of  Mexican  citi- 
zens, now  in  the  United  States,  demanded  by  the  local  rebel  authorities  at  Piedras 
Negras." 

Last  week  four  Americans  accused  of  various  crimes  committed  in  Texas  were  ar- 
rested here,  their  arrest  being  caused  by  the  Texas  State  police,  and  their  extradition 
to  the  United  States  under  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico  demanded 
by  the  judge  of  the  twenty-fourth  judicial  district  of  Texas ;  and  to  obtain  the  ex- 
tradition of  these  American  criminals  the  Texas  authorities  made  promises  to  the  Mex- 
ican authorities  (Diaz)  to  gratif  jf  their  wishes  by  turning  over  to  them  some  Mexicans 
now  on  the  Texas  side  the  Mexican  authorities  would  designate  as  criminals,  if  the 
demand  was  made  in  due  form  and  the  crimes  these  men  were  accused  of  came  under 
those  expressed  in  the  treaty  of  extradition. 

There  are  at  present  only  Mexican  citizens  living  as  refugees  in  Eagle  Pass,  Texas, 
who  had  taken  up  arms  in  defense  of  the  legitimate  government,  and  to  escape  the 
continual  ^rsecutions  by  the  Diaz  officials  have  sought  refuge  in  the  United  States. 
The  real  criminals  formerly  on  the  Texas  side  are  all  in  the  files  of  the  Diaz  party,  at  pres- 
ent in  power  here,  one  of  them  being  an  alcalde  at  Zaragoza,who  gives  passports  to  the 
Indians  to  raid  in  Texas,  and  another  is  a  comandante  who  does  the  raiding  to  Texas 
him^lf.  These  kind  of  men  are  the  masters  of  the  situation  at  present,  who  try  to  fix 
false  charges  on  men  a  great  deal  better  than  they  themselves  for  the  purpose  to  get 
them  in  their  power  to  nave  revenge  to  their  gusto. 

One  of  these  refugees  now  on  the  Texas  side  was  gefe  politico  and  military  com- 
mander of  this  distnct  during  the  time  it  was  held  by  the  Lerdo  administration,  and 
in  his  official  capacity  he  always  showed  himself  in  all  respects  friendly  to  the  Amer- 
ican people  and  their  interest  by  making  efforts  to  stop  the  depredations  by  thieves, 
and  to  effect  this  better  he  even  allowed  the  American  troops  to  pursue  the  Indians  into 
their  dens  on  the  Mexican  side,  while  the  present  gefe  politico  of  the  Diaz  party  pro- 
tects these  raids  of  thieves  and  Indians  into  Texas  by  allowing  his  alcalde  to  give 
passports  to  the  Indians,  and  never  prosecutes  the  thieves  when  they  return  with  plun- 
der from  Texas,  althongh  notified  of  the  fact.  Whilst  the  gefe  politico  of  the  Lerdo 
administration  consented  to  the  crossing  of  the  United  States  troops,  the  Diaz  gefe 
politico's  first  act  was  to  arrest  the  Mexican  guides  who  had  served  the  United  States 
soldiers  to  find  the  dens  of  the  murdering  Indians  in  the  Mexican  mountains,  on  the 
charge  of  being  traitors  to  their  country.  • 

When  I  was  informed  of  the  intention  of  the  Diaz  authorities  to  demand  some  of 
these  refugees,  adherents  of  President  Lerdo,  I  went  at  once  to  the  Hon.  Thomas 
Paschal,  judge  of  the  twenty-fourth  judicial  district  of  Texas,  to  inform  him  of  all  the 
facts  above  stated  in  detail ;  but  he  stated  to  me  that  he  had  to  recognize  the  Diaz  offi- 
cials at  Piedras  Ne^cas  as  representatives  of  a  de  facto  government,  and  was  obliged 
to  comply  with  their  demand  for  extradition  of  Mexican  citizens,  if  the  papers  were 
made  out  in  due  form  and  the  crimes  therein  stated  were  comprised  in  the  treaty ;  that 
he  had  no  right  to  question  the  veracity  of  the  charges  made  in  the  papers  against  the 
I>er8ons  they  would  make  a  demand  for. 

This  determination  of  Judge  Paschal  made  me  apprehend  great  danger  for  the  lives- 
of  innocent  men,  and  I  thougnt  it  my  duty  to  advise  you  immediately  by  sending  the 
above  telegram. 

I  am,  sir,  Ac, 

WM.  SCHUCHARDT, 
i'nited  States  Commercial  Agent. 


Extradition  of  Lipan  Indian  raiders, 

(H.  Ex.  Doc.  No.  13,  45th  Cong.,  1st  sess.,  p.  179.) 

Headquarters  Department  of  Texas, 

San  Antonio,  Tex.,  July  11,  1877. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  for  the  information  of  the  proper  authorities  a  let- 
ter from  Judge  Noonan,  of  this  judicial  district,  State  of  Texas,  who  was  (at  the  time 
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he  refers  to,  when  steps  were  taken  by  him  to  secure  by  extradition  raiding  Lipans) 
the  oommissiooer  authorized  under  the  treaty  to  act  in  the  premises.  I  presume  the 
papers  giving  the  names  of  'the  Lipans  then  called,  and  the  replies  of  the  Mexican 
authorities  to  his  call,  will  be  found  in  the  archives  of  the  State  Department ;  no 
trace  of  the  copies  sent  through  the  headquarters  of  the  military  district  of  Texas  is 
to  be  found  here. 

I  send  this  information  in  order  that  should  the  Mexican  commissioner,  now  at 
Washington,  offer  to  extradite  Indian  raiders  now  harbored  in  Coahuila,  it  can  be  seen 
what  has  already  been  attempted  in  the  premises  on  our  part. 

Should  the  Mexican  Government  be  in  earnest  in  the  matter  of  extraditing  them,  it 
will  have  to  send  a  larger  and  more  earnest  force  than  it  now  has  in  Coahuila  to  hunt 
down  and  secure  the  raiders,  and  to  take  more  positive  measures  than  have  ever  been 
yet  attempted  to  punish  it«  citizens  for  complicity  in  the  raids  by  purchasing  the 
stolen  property  of  the  Indians,  and  even  making  bargains  beforehand  with  them  to 
deliver  horses  or  cattle,  knowing  that  they  could  only  be  obtained  by  robbery  from 
the  United  States. 

At  present  the  troops  occupying  the  towns  on  the  frontier  of  Coahuila  are,  if  my 
information  is  correct,  composed  mainly  of  levies  upon  the  population  of  those  towns, 
and  who  themselves  are  the  instigators  to  and  partakers  of  the  plunder  obtained  from 
the  United  States.  As  lon^  as  this  is  the  case,  earnest  efforts  on  the  pai't  of  such  troops 
to  cut  off  their  own  supplies  cannot  be  expected;  on  the  contrary,  I  think  it  likely 
they  will  aid  in  resisting  or  defeating  every  attempt,  especially  of  a  small  force,  to 
recover  stolen  stock  or  the  apprehension  of  thieves. 

In  this  connection,  if  my  present  orders  are  to  be  executed,  as  I  sincerely  hope  they 
will,  I  have  respectfully  to  apply  for  another  regiment  of  cavalry,  preferably  the 
Fourth. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 
Brigadier-General f  V\  S,  Armiff  Commanding. 

The  Adjutant-General  U.  S.  Army, 

WoBhingtonf  D,  C. 


July  10,  1877. 

Dear  Sir  :    In  reply  to  your  inquiry  of  to-day,  I  can  only  make  a  cursory  statement 
from  memory. 

In  the  years  subsequent  to  the  war,  the  Indians  were  exceedingly  troublesome  on 
the  Mexican  border.  In  the  year  18G7, 1  demanded  the  extradition  of  several  Li  pan 
Indians  who  were  fully  identified  as  the  depredators  in  a  couple  of  the  more  recent 
raids.  The  testimony  against  these  Indians  was  furnished  by  captives  who  escaped. 
Upon  this  testimony,  and  the  corroborating  circumstances,  the  guilty  parties  were 
duly  indicted  in  the  counties  of  Uvalde  ana  Bandera,  where  the  offenses  were  com- 
mitted. These  indictments  were  the  basis  of  the  demand  for  the  extradition  of  the  crim- 
inals. All  the  formalities  required  by  the  treaty  and  usual  in  making  a  demand  upon 
the  authorities  of  a  foreign  country  were  strictly  complied  with.  The  Indians  were 
named  and  their  whereabouts  in  Mexico  specified.  The  Mexican  authorities,  including 
the  governor  of  Coahuila,  expressed  a  wUlingness  to  carry  out  i(i  good  faith  the  pro- 
visions of  the  treaty,  and  yet  nothing  was  accomplished.  Finally,  after  a  great  deal 
of  delay,  the  local  Mexican  authorities  acknowledged  their  inability  to  give  effect  to 
the  treaty.  Then  an  effort  was  made  by  me  to  bring  the  whole  matter  before  the 
national  governments  of  Mexico  and  the  United  States.  To  that  end,  papers  were 
sent  to  Mexico,  through  the  United  States  consul  at  Monterey,  Joseph  Ulrick,  esq., 
now  a  citizen  of  this  city,  and  papers  were  mailed  by  me  to  the  Hon.  William  H.  Sew- 
ard, Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States.  Papers  were  also  sent  by  me  to  General 
Reynolds,  then  commanding  thisjdepartnient,  and  thus  the  matter  terminated  without 
attaining  any  satisfactory  result. 
Yours,  truly, 

G.  H.  NOONAN. 

General  Ord,  Sim  Antonio, 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  OFFICIAL  CORRESPONDENCE  RELATING  TO  THE 
ASSAULT  ON  THE  JAIL  AT  RIO  GRANDE  CITY,  AND  THE  DEMAND  FOR 
THE  EXtRADITION  OF  THE  CRIMINALS. 

(House  Ex.  Doc.  No.  13,  45th  Cong.,  1st  sess.,  pago  43.) 

(iovn')ior  Hubbard  to  the  VrenUJeiit. 

[Teleffrani.] 

Austin,  Tex.,  August  13, 1877. 

Sir  :  I  am  advised  by  Brigadier-General  Ord,  commandiDg  Department  of  Texas,  that 
on  the  12th  instant  a  partv  of  Mexicans  from  the  State  of  Tamaulipas  crossed  the  Rio 
Grande  River  to  Rio  Grande  City,  the  county-seat  of  St-arr  County,  Texas,  bordering  on 
said  river^  broke  open  the  jail  by  force  and  arms,  released  two  murderers  therein  con- 
fined, and,  in  so  doing,  severely  wounded  the  State  attorney,  Hon.  Noah  Cox,  and  three 
jailers.  These  murderers  were  followed  by  a  small  party  of  United  States  troops  until 
they  recrossed  the  Rio  Grande  into  Mexico.  Under  the  extradition  treaty  in  force,  I 
am  vested  with  authority  to  demand  extradition  of  criminals  from  any  neighboring 
Mexican  State.  I  propose  to  make  this  demand,  but  desire  co-operation  by  a  simulta- 
neous demand  from  the  President.  It  is  an  outrageous  violation  of  our  treaty  rela- 
tions and  International  law.  I  therefore,  in  behalf  of  our  people,  have  the  honor  to 
make  this  request  and  that  the  Republic  of  Mexico  make  reparation  for  this  act,  deliver 
the  murderers  released  to  our  civil  authorities,  and  inflict  punishment  upon  the  outlaws 
who  committed  the  outrage. 
I  h^ve,  &c., 

R.  B.  HUBBARD, 

Governor  of  Tejran, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Governor  Hublntrd, 
[Telegram.] 

Depawtment  of  State, 

WoBhingtonf  Awfust  14, 1877. 

The  President  directs  me  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  the  13th  instant. 
'    Your  proposed  demand  for  extraditiop  is  m  accoraance  with  treatv  stipulations.  Meas- 
ures for  protection  and  maintenance  of  American  rights  involved  will  be  immediately 
taken  here. 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 

Acting  Secretary. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Fonter. 

[Tele/jram.] 

Wa8IIIX<jtox,  August  15,  1877. 
Foster,  Minister,  Mexico : 

Urge  extradition,  and  demand  reparation  for  invasion  of  Texas  and  attack  on  jail  at 
Rio  Grande.    Dispatches  by  mail. 

SEWARD, 

dieting  Secrvtffry. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Fontcr. 

Depautment  of  State, 

WaMngtoUj  August  15,  1877. 

Sir  :  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  telegram  just  received  from  the  governor  of 
Texas,  and  the  reply  made  to  it  by  direction  of  the  President.  The  case  to  which  they 
refer  is  one  of  grave  importance^ 

It  is  probable  that  the  steps  taken  by  the  authorities  of  Texas,  under  the  provisions 
of  the  treaty  with  Mexico  in  regard  to  extradition,  will  result  in  the  arrest  of  the 
guilty  parties.    Of  the  progress  of  these  eftbrts  you  will  be  promptly  informed,  and  if 
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they  shall  not  be  attended  with  immediate  success  yon  will  be  ex[^ected  to  make  sim- 
ilar application  to  the  authorities  at  the  national  capital. 

The  event  is  no  merely  ordinary  crime.  It  partakes  of  the  character  of  a  national 
injury,  and  such  events  are,  unhappily,  fpx)wing  but  too  frequent.  To  the  long  catalogue 
of  raids  into  Texas  for  purposes  of  theft  and  plunder  have  now  been  added  two  delib- 
erate hostile  invasions  of  American  territory  by  armed  bands  from  Mexico.  Public 
officers  of  the  State  of  Texas  have  been  seriously  wounded,  and  murderers  have  been 
released  from  custody.  To  suppose  for  a  moment  that  the  authorities  of  Mexico  will 
acaniesce  in  this  outrage  or  will  shield  the  offenders  would  be  to  suppose  that  the  Re- 
public of  Mexico  is  no  longer  disposed  to  maintain  the  attitude  of  a  friendly  power  at 
Eeace  with  the  United  States.  You  are  instructed,  therefore,  to  lay  the  facts  at  once 
efore  the  officers  of  the  de  facto  govern ment^  witn  which  yon  are  holding  unofficial 
intercourse,  and  to  demand  their  co-operation  m  the  arrest  and  punishment  of  the  per- 
petrators of  these  crimes,  and  such  reparation  for  them  as  it  is  now  possible  to  make. 
I  am,  Ac, 

F.  W.  SEWARD. 

.  1  cting  Serrrffi  rif. 


Mr.  FoMter  io  Mr,  I'lrartn. 

Lkgatiox  of  the  Umtkd  States, 

Mexico,  AuijHut  23,  1877. 

Sir:  On  yesterday  I  received  your  dispatch  dated  on  the  15th  instant,  in  which  you 
instruct  me  to  "  urge  extradition  and  demand  reparation  for  invasion  of  Texas  and 
attack  on  jail  at  Rio  Grande  City.'' 

I  at  once  called  npon  Mr.  Valliirta  and  informed  him  of  the  contents  of  your  telegram. 
He  said  that  his  government  had  received  information  of  the  occurrence,  and  that  he 
was  just  preparing  orders  to  be  sent  to  the  governor  of  Tamanlipas,  instructing  him  to 
carry  out  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  of  extradition  in  re^anl  to  all  who  had  been 
or  might  be  arrested  in  Mexico  charged  with  participation  m  the  affair.  He  further 
state. a  that  as  soon  as  the  government  had  information  of  the  event,  it  sent  instruc- 
tions to  General  Trevino  and  other  officials  to  nse  every  exertion  to  detect  and  arrest 
any  of  the  guilty  parties  in  Mexico,  authorizing  them  to  expend  whatever  money  was 
necessary  to  aid  in  the  detection.  He  said  the  reports  which  had  been  sent  by  the  Mex- 
ican officials  on  the  frontier  were  to  the  effect  that  the  persons  who  composed  the  party 
attacking  the  jail  were  American  citizens  of  Mexican  origin  resident  in  Texas ;  that 
the  expedition  had  been  originated  entirely  in  Texas;  and  that  after  the  attack  the 
assailants  had  fled  into  Mexican  territory. 

I  saw  Mr.  Vallarta  again  this  morning,  and  he  said  that  the  instructions  in  regard  to 
the  extradition  of  the  RuiHy  parties  arrested  in  Mexico  had  already  been  telegraphed 
to  the  government  of  Tamaulipas.  I  accordingly  sent  you  to-day  the  following  tele- 
gram, via  overland  wire : 

"  Mexican  Government  states  all  diligence  being  used  to  arrest  assailants  of  Texas 
jail.  Prompt  extradition  of  all  discovered  offenders  promised.  Official  information 
received  here  that  expedition  was  organized  in  Texas.'' 

In  view  of  the  denial  of  Mr.  Vallarta  that  there  was  any  invasion  from  Mexico,  I 
have  thought  best  to  confine  my  action  for  the  present  to  reading  to  him  your  telegram, 
and  urge  prompt  measures  for  the  arrest  and  extradition  of  the  offenders.  When  your 
dispatches  by  mail  are  received,  I  will  act  in  accordance  with  the  facts  and  instruc- 
tions contained  therein. 
I  am,  sir,  &c., 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 


.)//■.  FohUt  to  Mr.  ErnrtH. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico^  August  30,  1877. 

Sir:  Confirming  my  dispatch  No.  590,  of  the  22d  instant,  in  reference  to  the  assault 
on  the  jail  at  Rio  Grande  City,  I  have  to  acknowledge  receipt  this  morning  of  your  dis- 
patch No.  411,  of  the  15th  instant,  on  the  same  subject. 

I  called  to-day  npon  Mr.  Vallarta  and  gave  him  a  copy  of  the  telegram  of  the  gov- 
ernor of  Texa«  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  directed  his  attention  to  the 
statement  of  the  governor  that  the  assault  was  made  by  a  party  of  Mexicans  who 
crossed  the  river  from  the  State  of  Tamanlipas.  I  said  that  this  declaration  of  the 
governor  was  confirmed  by  the  r©\)orts  of  the  military  officers  on  the  frontier,  and  was 
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iu  direct  coutradiction  of  the  reports  whioh  he  (Mr.  Vallarta)  informed  me  in  onr  last 
interview  on  the  subject  his  government  had  received.  I  then  gave  him  the  views  of 
our  government  in  regard  to  the  affair,  as  set  forth  in  yonr  dispatch  No.  411,  and  re- 
peated my  demand  heretofore  made  for  the  arrest  and  punishment  of  the  perpetrators 
of  the  crimes,  and  for  snch  reparation  for  them  as  it  was  possible  to  make. 

Mr.  Vallarta  repeated  his  previons  statement  as  to  the  measures  already  taken  and 
the  instructions  given,  and  assured  me  that  his  irovemment  would  continue  to  ^ve 
the  subject  its  earnest  attention  with  a  view  to  tne  arrest  and  delivery  of  the  crimi- 
nals under  the  extradition  treaty,  and  to  the  punishment  of  any  persons  who  may 
have  aided  or  abetted  the  assault  in  Mexico. 

I  asked  Mr.  Vallarta  if  he  considered  that  it  was  necessary  under  the  treaty  that 
I  should  make  any  formal  or  written  application  for  the  extradition  of  the  criminals. 
He  said  that  he  did  not,  as  the  treaty  conferred  ample  powers  upon  the  authorities  of 
the  frontier  States  to  effect  the  extradition  without  diplomatic  intervention  or  the 
action  of  the  central  federal  government ;  and  such  iustrnctions  had  been  sent  to  the 
anthorities  of  Tamaulipas. 
I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  W.   FOSTER. 


,  Mr.  FoHivr  to  Mr,  KcarU, 

Legation  of  United  States, 
Mexico,  September  11,  1877. 

Sir  :  When  at  the  foreign  office  to-day,  in  response  to  my  inquiry  as  to  the  news  re- 
cently received  by  the  government  concerning  the  Rio  Grande  City  raiders,  Mr.  Val- 
larta told  me  that  information  had  been  sent  that  two  or  more  of  the  assailants  ar- 
rested were  Mexican  citizens,  and  that  the  government  had  sent  instructions  to  the 
authorities  of  the  State  of  Tamaulipas  to  deliver  them  up  to  the  American  officials  for 
trial.  He  said  that  the  extradition  treaty  did  not  require  the  Mexican  Government  to 
surrender  its  own  citizens,  but  in  this  instance  it  was  desirous  of  manifesting  its  dis- 
position to  do  everything  possible  to  secure  the  punishment  of  the  criminals. 

I  assured  Mr.  Vallarta  that  if  the  anthorities  delivered  the  assailants  under  the  in- 
structions stated  by  him,  the  act  would  create  a  very  favorable  impression  in  the  United 
States. 

1  am,  &c., 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 


(Handed  to  Mr.  Evarts  by  Seuor  Mata,  October  G,  1877.) 

Seiior  I'aUarta  to  Seiior  Mala, 

[TransUtion.] 

MEXICAN   REPUBLIC,  MINISTRY  OF  FOREIGN  RELATIONS,  SECTION  OF  AMERICA,  NO.  126 

Kxtradition  of  atmauHers  of  the  Jail  of  Rio  Grande  Citif, 

Mexico,  September  10, 1877. 

1  have  read  to  the  President  of  the  republic  your  note,  number  87,  dated  the  23d  of 
August  last,  in  which  reference  is  made  to  the  interview  which  you  had  with  the  As- 
sistant Secretary  of  State  in  regard  to  the  assault  on  the  jail  of  Rio  Grande  City. 

The  President  has  agreed  to  recommend  that  at  the  first  opportunity  you  will  notify 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  that  the  Government  of  Mexico  has  already 
given  positive  orders  that  all  the  offenders  Implicated  in  that  act,  who  are  asked  for 
by  the  American  authorities,  shall  be  given  up.  You  will  inform  the  Secretary  of 
State,  in  the  clearest  and  most  explicit  manner,  that  in  ordering  the  surrender  of  said 
offenders  without  being  obligated  to  do  so  by  treaties,  when  the  giving  up  of  the  Mexi- 
cans is  solicited,  it  has  only  been  done  on  account  of  the  exceptional  circumstances 
of  the  case,  and  in  order  to  give  incontrovertible  proof  of  the  firm  and  sincere  wish 
which  animates  the  present  admiuistratlon  to  put  an  end  to  the  troubles  on  the  front- 
ier; but  that  this  new  surrender  is  not  to  serve  as  a  foundation  for  the  condvLc^^^ 
Mexico  in  all  the  cases  which  may  happen  hereafter,  nor  to  b^  e>\\A^  «t&9k\^^^^x«^^^^^*^  > 
iuasmnch  as  it  has  been  an  entirely  voluntary  act  on  t\\ft  \>a.T\;  ol  Wi^  ^a\^\.Tv\s^«vi\.^t 
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the  repoblic,  to  which  it  has  not  been  obligated  by  treaties,  bat  only  moved  to  it  by 
the  considerations  stated. 

As  in  the  note  to  which  I  am  replying  yon  si^ify  that  yon  entertain  a  doubt  as  to 
the  existence  in  Mexico  of  laws  to  try  and  pnnish  crimes  committed  in  foreign  terri- 
tory, I  deem  it  not  amiss  to  refer  yon  to  articles  186  and  l!^  of  the  i>enal  code,  which 
treat  of  this  matter. 

I  assure  yoii  of  my  pai*ticnlar  esteem. 

VAI.LARTA- 

Citizen  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  Mexico, 

Tn  the  United  States  of  Amet'ieay  Washington y  D,  ('. 


[  Inclosure. — Tranalation.] 

Article  186. 

Crimes  committed  in  foreign  territory  by  a  Mexican  against  Mexicans,  or  against 
foreigners,  or  by  a  foreigner  against  Mexicans,  can  be  punished  in  the  republic  and  iu 
conformity  to  its  laws,  if  the  following  requisites  concur: 

1.  That  the  accused  is  in  the  repablic,  either  because  he  has  come  voluntarily  or 
because  his  extradition  has  been  obtained. 

2.  That  if  the  injured  person  should  be  a  foreigner,  there  shall  be  complaint  on  the 
lawful  side. 

3.  That  the  offender  shall  not  have  been  tried  definitively  in  the  country  in  which 
the  crime  was  committed ;  or  that,  if  he  was,  he  has  not  been  acquitted,  amnestied, 
or  pardoned. 

4.  That  the  offense  of  which  he  is  accused  shall  have  the  character  of  a  crime  in  the 
country  in  which  it  was  committed,  and  in  the  republic. 

5.  That  conformably  to  the  laws  of  these  he  shall  deserve  a  more  serious  penalty 
than  that  of  imprisonment. 

Article  187. 

In  the  case  of  the  preceding  article,  if  an  offender  tried  in  a  foreign  country  should 
make  his  escape,  there  shall  be  imposed  on  him  in  the  republic  the  penalty  which  the 
laws  of  the  latter  prescribe,  allowing  him  always  for  wliat  he  may  have  suffered  of 
the  penalty  imposed  on  him  in  the  foreign  country. 


RESULT  OF  EXTRADITION  PROCEEDINGS. 
Governor  Hubbard  to  Mr,  Erarts. 

(H.  Ex.  Doc.  No.  13,  45th  Cong.,  Ist  sess.,  p.  77.) 

Executive  Office,  State  of  Texas, 

Austin^  October  10,  1877. 

Sir  :  I  desire  through  your  department  to  advise  the  President  of  the  recent  action 
of  the  authorities  of  the  Republic  of  Mexico  in  relation  to  certain  demands  made  by 
me  upon  that  government,  under  the  existing  treaty  of  extradition,  for  criminals  com- 
mitting^ offenses,  designated  in  said  treaty,  in  the  State  of  Texas,  and  who  had  taken 
refuge  in  the  border  Mexican  State  of  Tamaulipas. 

To  the  end  that  the  United  States  Government  may  have  a  full  and  just  compre- 
hension of  the  issues  involved,  and  of  the  indignities  which  Texas  has  recently  borne 
from  the  hands  of  Mexican  citizens,  including  theft  of  our  property,  burglary,  jail- 
breaking,  release  of  indicted  felons,  assaults  to  murder,  and  actusd  accomplished  mur- 
der of  our  people,  I  herewith  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  accompanying  official 
correspondence  between  the  executive  of  Texas  and  the  Mexican  authorities.  This 
includes  all  correspondence  especially  relating  to  the  reported  outrages  at  Rio  Grande 
City,  and  the  rejected  demands  of  the  extradition  commission  for  five  murderers  from 
Hidalgo  and  Duval  Counties,  duly  indicted  in  the  district  courts  of  Texas,  and  who 
were  fugitives  from  justice  in  Mexican  territory. 

An  inspection  of  this  official  correspondence  will  show  that  on  the  12th  day  of  Au- 

gust,  1877,  a  band  of  Mexican  outlaws  crossed  the  Rio  Grande  River,  opposite  Rio 
rande  City,  the  county  seat  of  Starr  County,  Texas,  and  by  force  and  arms  broke  open 
the  coimnon  jail  of  said  county  and  released  thereifrom  one  Espronceda,  indicted  for 
theft  01  cattle,  and  one  Segunda  Garza,  indicted  for  the  crime  of  murder. 
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Whilo  perpetrfttiDjs  this  outrage,  the  State's  attorney,  Hon.  Noah  Cox,  wa«  severely 
wonnded,  as  also  the  deputy  sheriff  and  his  wife,  all  citizens  of  Texas. 

These  outlaws  recrossed  the  Rio  Grande  with  the  released  prisoners,  being  pursued 
by  a  detachment  of  the  United  States  troops  under  Major  Price  of  the  Regular  Army. 

Immediately  on  being  advised  of  this  occurrence  I  informed  the  President,  and  asked 
that  the  general  government  would  Join  with  me  in  making  demand  of  the  Republic 
of  Mexico  for  the  return  of  the  released  prisoners,  and  the  delivery  of  the  raiders,  and 
reparation  for  the  outrage  committed.  In  answer  to  my  telegram  to  the  President,  I 
received  from  the  Secretary  of  State  the  gratifying  assurance  that  my  demand  for  the 
Mexican  raiders  and  for  the  released  felons  was  properly  made  under  the  existing 
treaty,  and  that  onr  government  would  take  immediate  measures  for  the  protection 
of  American  rlght-s  involved. 

In  pursuance  of  my  orders,  therefore,  the  Hon.  John  C.  Russell,  of  Corpus  Christi, 
judge  of  the  twenty-fifth  judicial  district  and  ex  officio  extradition  agent,  made  formal 
demand  of  the  governor  of  Tamanlipas  on  the  23d  day  of  August,  1877,  for  the  extra- 
dition 6t  the  parties  engaged  in  the  jail-delivery  and  assault  to  murder,  as  well  as  for 
the  felons  released  by  them,  giving  their  names,  &c. ;  and  the  sheriff  of  Starr  County 
was  ordered  to  proceed  with  said  demand  to  tne  city  of  Matamoros,  where  the  gov- 
ernor of  Tamanlipas  then  was,  and  deliver  the  same  to  that  officer.  After  much  need- 
less delay  and  discussion  about  the  proper  construction  of  the  treaty  of  extradition , 
as  a  reference  to  the  official  papers  will  show,  the  central  government  (President 
Diaz),  through  his  accredited  agent  (General  Benavides),  ordered  Governor  Canales 
to  have  delivered  to  the  Texas  extradition  agent  (Judge  Russell)  the  released  prison- 
ers and  felons  Espronceda  and  Garza,  and  also  the  raiders  who  liberated  them  and 
attempted  to  murder  onr  citizeps. 

As  the  executive  of  a  State  having  over  five  hundred  miles  of  exposed  border,  with 
a  shallow  stream  as  the  boundary-line  between  it  and  a  people  who  cherished  a  tradi- 
tional prejudice  toward  the  American  people,  intensified  by  the  Texas  revolution  for 
independence,  and  the  international  war  of  1646, 1  instructed  the  extradition  agents, 
representing  this  State  under  the  special  provisions  of  the  treaty  of  December  11,  iSsl,  to 
demand,  first,  the  persons  released,  irrespective  of  nationality ;  because,  having  commit- 
ted the  crimes  of  theft  and  murder  on  Texas  territory,  within  organized  counties,  and 
having  been  legally  indicted  by  the  grand  juries  of  said  counties,  arrested  by  the  high 
sheriffs  under  proper  capias  of  the  courts,  lodged  in  jail,  in  default  of  bail,  therefore 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  criminal  courts  of  Texas  had  already  attached,  and  the  clause 
of  the  treaty  excepting  citizens  of  either  country  from  the  operation  of  its  general 
provisions  could  not  be  invoked. 

These  prisoners  were  released  by  an  unlawful  mob,  without  the  consent  of  this  gov- 
ernment, and  the  Republic  of  Mexico  should  place  them  back,  if  within  their  power, 
in  their  original  status,  inside  the  jail  of  Rio  Grande  City. 

The  extradition  agent  also  demanded,  in  an  able  and  exhaustive  paper,  the  delivery 
to  the  Texas  authorities  of  the  outlaws  engaged  in  this  affair,  as  an  act  of  comity  to- 
ward a  neighboring  and  friendly  republic. 

In  this  demand  the  governor  of  Tamanlipas  (General  Canales)  did  not  concur,  nor 
did  any  one  of  the  local  civil  or  military  authorities  of  Tamanlipas,  and  did  refuse  to 
become  the  instrumente  of  extraditing  any  party  charged  with  crime  in  Texas,  fleeing 
to  Mexico,  and  who  claimed  to  be  simply  of  Mexican  origin. 

(General  Benavides,  however,  representing  the  central  government,  concurred  in  the 
views  of  Jud^e  Russell,  that  all  the  parties  engaged  in  this  Rio  Grande  City  outrage 
should  be  delivered  over  to  the  civil  authorities,  and  it  was  so  ordered.  At  midnight, 
on  the  11th  day  of  September,  1877,  three  of  these  parties  were  so  delivered  to  the  civil 
authorities  at  Brownsville,  Tex. 

Under  my  direction  the  commissioner  reiterated  his  demand  for  the  remaining  mur- 
derer (Garza),  and  the  confederates  of  the  two  raiders  already  delivered.  Governor 
Canales  and  Passamento,  judge  of  the  first  instance,  in  reply  tauntingly  informed  the 
Texas  and  United  States  commissioner  (Judge  Russell)  that,  rather  than  comply  with 
•  the  orders  of  President  Diaz,  every  civil  officer  of  the  border  Mexican  States  either 
had  resigned  or  would  resign,  freely  and  frankly  confessing,  as  this  correspondence 
shows,  that  the  excited  pnblic  sentiment  of  the  Mexican  people  would  not  allow  any 
more  extraditions  of  fugitives  from  Texas,  of  Mexican  origin  or  blood,  in  any  event. 
It  has  proven  true  in  letter  and  spirit. 

Troops  of  the  regular  army  of  the  central  government  of  Mexico  were  ordered  from 
Vera  Cruz,  and  did  proceed  to  Matamoro-i  in  the  Mexican  war-steamer  Independencia, 
ostensibly  to  enforce  obedience  to  the  orders  of  said  central  government,  and  especially 
in  the  matter  of  the  extradition  of  fugitives  from  justice  demanded  under  the  extra- 
dition treaty.  These  troops  have  not  caused  the  arrest  of  any  of  the  Rio  Grande  City 
outlaws,  nor  endeavored  to  arrest  them ;  and  instead  of  upholding  their  government 
have  deserted  its  standard  and  affiliated  with  the  revolutionary  elements  of  Tamanli- 
pas and  the  other  border  States,  in  their  determination  to  hola  the  treaty  at  defiance 
for  the  future. 


336  APPENDIX    D. 

The  latest  and  most  significaut  illustration  of  this  determination  of  the  people  of 
Mexico,  is  the  turning  loose  in  the  streets  of  Matamoros  of  five  criminals  who  com- 
mitted murder  in  the  counties  of  Hidalgo  and  Duval,  in  this  State,  who  had  been  reg- 
ularly indicted,  and  formally  demanded  under  the  extradition  treaty. 

I  call  your  attention  especially  to  the  Interview  between  the  Alcalde  Jos^  Ma.  VIl- 
lareid,  and  Sheriff  Leo,  of  Hidalgo  County  (as  stated  by  latter  in  his  report  dibted 
September  17, 1877,  to  Judge  Russell),  who,  bearing  the  demand  of  the  United  States 
extradition  agent  to  said  civil  functionary,  was  refused  an  inspection  even  of  the 
murderers  (then  in  arrest)  to  ascertain  their  identity  and  make  the  necessary  proof. 

I  also  direct  your  attention  to  the  declarations  made  by  this  officer,  then  having 
charge  of  extradition  matters  in  Tamaulipas,  that  '*  We  [Texas  and  United  States] 
should  be  satisfied  with  those  already  delivered,  and  that  no  more  fugitives  should  be 
returned/'  and  that  ''if  the  Americans  were  smart  they  would  get  what  Mexican  pris- 
oners they  wanted  in  some  other  way." 

The  Hidalgo  and  Duval  prisoners,  who  were  indicted  murderers  and  fugitives  from 
Texas,  were  turned  loose,  without  any  issue  of  citizenship  being  mooted,  even — much 
less  tried ;  but  the  very  proposed  identification  of  the  oriminab  denied  to  the  Texas 
authorities;  and  this  done,  too,  be  it  remembered,  in  a  city  from  which  Canales  had 
departed  with  his  State  troops! — done  under  the  guns  of  the  fort,  and  in  the  presence, 
it  %0M  ikoughtf  of  over  a  thousand  regulars  from  tne  central  government! 

I  cannot  fail  to  call  the  attention  of  the  United  States  Qovemment  to  the  fact  un- 
disguised that  Garza  and  the  bandits  who  released  him  have  been  and  are  now  in  and 
around  Camargo,  in  sight  of  the  very  spot  on  which  they  shot  down  innocent  men 
and  women,  and  released  murderers  from  the  jail. 

It  is  a  fact  likewise  well  known  that  Espronceda  an^  the  two  others  who  were  deliv- 
ere<l,  at  midnight,  opposite  Matamoros,  were  friendless  and  homeless  vagabonds,  who, 
it  appears,  had  depredated  as  much  upon  Mexican  as  upon  American  citizens ;  but 
Garza  and  the  other  outlaws  are  not  desperadoes  and  representative  men  of  their  class, 
perhaps  owning  ranches  near  Camargo  and  beyond,  and  have  never  been  molested  nor 
in  danger  of  arrest  by  the  Mexican  military  or  civil  authorities. 

In  the  presence  of  these  facts,  and  when  advised  that  now  and  henceforth  a  demand 
for  fup^ti ves  from  Justice  would  be  to  re-enact  a  solemn  farce  at  the  expense  of  the  pride 
and  digmity  and  honor  of  Texas,  I  directed  that,  until  further  orders,  no  more  efforts 
should  DC  made  for  extradition  under  a  treaty  ignored  on  the  one  part,  but  which  has 
always  been  observed  in  earnest  good  faith  toward  the  sister  republic  by  the  State  of 
Texas  and  by  the  general  government. 

We  have  no  assurance  of  neace  and  security  along  the  Mexican  border,  nor  have  we 
had  such  security  since  the  Mexican  war  and  the  annexation  of  the  republic  of  Texas 
as  a  State  to  the  American  Union. 

Aside  from  the  general  obligation  imposed  by  the  Federal  Constitution  upon  this 
government  to  protect  the  exposed  frontiers  of  Texas,  alonf^  with  the  other  States,  the 
special  stipulations  of  the  treaty  of  annexation  doubly  impose  this  duty  upon  the 
United  States,  because  of  her  liability  to  Indian  forays  and  Mexican  invasions  along  a 
frontier  of  over  many  hundred  miles  in  extent. 

In  obedience  to  this  moral  and  legal  obligation,  the  United  States  Government  has 
established  forts  and  posts,  and  has,  since  1846,  attempted  to  give  protection  to  that 
frontier.  The  number  of  troops  required,  and  especially  of  cavalry,  has  always  been 
inadequate  to  the  heavy  task  imposed  upon  the  portion  of  the  Regular  Army  assigned 
to  that  duty. 

The  consequence  has  been  that  the  State  of  Texas  has  suffered  alike  from  depreda- 
tions from  predatory  Mexican  freebooters,  as  well  as  from  hostile  Indians,  for  thirty 
years ;  so  much  so  that,  prompted  by  the  instincts  of  self-preservation  and  the  cry 
which  comes  from  the  border  unceasingly  during  all  these  years  for  protection,'  the 
legislature  of  my  State  has  been  forced  to  place  their  own  militia  in  the  Held,  at  a  cost 
of  nearly  two  millions  of  dollars,  since  1846  to  the  present  time.  While  out  sister 
States  of  California  and  Oregon,  for  similar  expenditures  in  maintaining  State  troops 
to  guard  against  Indians,  have  been  repaid  by  our  government,  it  has  been  the  mis- 
fortune of  Texas  to  have  never  yet  received  any  recognition  of  the  just  claim  upon  a 
great  and  magnanimous  government,  and  of  which  she  forms  no  inconsiderable  part. 
I  will,  I  trust,  be  excused  for  this  partial  digression,  because  it  is  pertinent  to  the  re- 
newed appeal  which  I  now  make  for  the  State  of  Texas  to  the  government  under  which 
she  lives,  that  we  shall  have  material  and  complete  protection  on  our  Mexican  fron- 
tier. 

Our  people  are  murdered,  their  property  stolen,  and,  with  but  rare  exceptions,  our 
claims  for  redress  are  met  with  indifierence,  or  our  demands  for  fugitive  thieves  and 
murderers  laughed  to  scorn  from  the  opposite  shore  of  a  shallow  river,  and  almost 
within  sight  of  their  victims.  I  cannot  now  recount  this  long  catalogue.  I  beg,  how- 
ever, to  have  considered  in  this  connection  the  exhaustive  report  upon  "  Texas  Frontier 
Troubles''  of  the  special  committee  of  the  Forty-fourth  Congress,  consisting  of  Hon. 
Messrs.  Schleicher,  Williams,  Banks,  Hurlbnt,  and  Lamar,  as  a  part  of  this  memorial. 
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In  that  ruoHt  able  and  comprehensive  report  the  wrongs  which  Texas  has  suffered 
from  Mexico,  nnredressetl,  are  reconnt'ed  with  a  faithful  and  true  hand,  and  it  consti- 
tutes a  chapter  in  our  history  which  I  pray  God  may  never  again  be  written. 

I  beg,  also,  to  refer  you  to  the  joint  resolutions  of  every  legislature  of  Texas  since 
1846,  asking  for  more  adequate  protection,  and  to  the  annual  messages  of  my  honored 
predecessors  in  th^  executive  office,  each  and  all  of  them  filled  witn  evidence  of  bad 
faith  and  hostility  of  our  Mexican  neighbors  toward  the  Texas  people. 

In  a  spirit  of  comity  and  obedience  to  law  we  have  observed  all  treaties,  and  endeav- 
ored to  cultivate  friendly  relations.  At  any  time  the  State  government  of  Texas,  in 
the  last  quarter  of  a  century,  might  have  precipitated  a  war  with  Mexico.  The  actual 
indignities  and  losses  of  property  and  life  which  we  have  suffered,  taken  in  connection 
with  the  traditional  prejudices  of  the  two  ]>eoples,  surely  aiforded  ample  and  frequent 
pretexts  for  invasions  of  their  territory  and  war  upon  their  people.  I  appeal  to  the 
history  of  Texas  if  in  any  instance,  since  she  has  been  a  Stat-e  oi  the  Union,  she  has 
ever  violated  any  international  law,  broken  any  treaty,  or  invaded  the  territory  of  that 
republic. 

Texas,  speaking  for  herself  alone,  desires  no  war  of  conquest,  but  finds  it  alike  her 
interest,  as  it  would  be  her  pleasure,  to  foster  peace  and  friendly  commercial  relations 
with  Mexico.  In  the  recent  causes  of  complaint  to  which  I  call  your  attention,  I  have 
patiently  exhausted  every  legal  and  peaceful  remedy.  I  recognized  among  nations,  as 
among  individuals,  that  it  is  magnanimous  to  respect  a  shattered  and  decaying  State, 
and  that  it  is  only  the  coward  and  the  tyrant  who  make  conquests  of  the  weak  because 
they  have  the  power. 

All  Texas  desires  is  that  Mexico  be  required  to  observe  her  treaty  stipulations ;  and 
failing,  as  she  has  done  and  now  does,  that  the  general  government,  to  which  we  look 
for  protection,  shall  demand  redress  and  reparation  for  the  property  and  the  blood  of 
our  people  sacrificed  at  their  hands. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  HUBBARD, 

Governor  of  Texas. 

Hon.  AV.  M.  EvAUTS, 

Secretary  of  State,  WanhitKjtoii,  I).  (\ 


(^op'uH  of  eertaln  iJoeumentH  reJatiiuj  to  the  outrage  at  R'lo  Grande  Cittfj  Starr  County,  Tejcaf^ 
on  I2th  AuguMj  1H77,  «fc.,  on  jUe  in  the  executive  office j  State  of  Texan, 


[Ttileprani.] 


To  Governor  Hibbahd, 


San  Antonio,  August  12,  1877. 


Justin^  Texas: 

The  following  just  received : 

"Ringgold  Barracks,  August  12, 1877. 

"  Between  1  and  2  o'clock  this  a.  m.  an  armed  band  of  from  ten  to  fifteen  men  crossed 
from  the  Mexican  side  into  Rio  Grande  City,  attacked  the  jail,  and  released  two  noto- 
rious criminals,  murderers,  and  horse-thieves,  wounding  the  county  attorney,  Noah 
Cox,  and  three  jailers  severely.  As  soon  as  notification  reached  me,  I  sent  Lieutenant 
Fountain,  with  twenty-five  men,  in  pursuit,  and  followed  at  daylight  with  the  balance 
of  my  mounted  command.  The  river  was  carefully  followed,  and  they  were  found  to 
have  crossed  to  the  Mexican  side  at  a  point  near  the  rancherias,  seven  miles  above 
here,  about  one  hour  before  Fountain's  party  reached  there.  Two  of  the  parties  were 
recognized  as  desperadoes  who  make  their  headquarters  in  Camargo. 

"  I  have  called  upon  the  military  and  civil  authorities  of  Camargo  and  Mier,  in  con- 
junction with  civil  authorities  here,  for  the  apprehension  and  delivery  of  these  outlaws. 
I  think  this  high-handed  outrage  should  be  immediately  followed  up  by  a  demand  on 
their  government  for  their  surrender.  Am  ready  with  one  hundred  men  and  two  Gat- 
ling  guns. 

"  PRICE." 


This  is  written  for  you  to  act  on. 


22  A 


ORD,  Bngadier- General. 
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rTelegrsiii.l 

Eio  Grande  City,  Tex.,  August  15,  1877. 
His  excellency  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  r«raa,  Austin  : 

8ir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  12th  instant,  between  1  and  2  o^clock  in 
the  morning,  a  most  daring  outrage  was  perpetrated  here.  The  coanty  jail  wae  at- 
tacked by  an  organized  baud  of  Mexicans  from  Mexico,  about  fifteen  or  twenty  strong, 
and  two  criminals  liberated,  one  being  the  notorious  Seguudo  Garza,  eonfiiied  on  a 
charge  of  murder,  and  the  other  oonfined  on  a  charge  of  bringing  stolen  property  into 
the  State. 

The  attacking  party  easily  overpowered  the  jailer  and  his  guard,  and  carried  off  the 
criminals  above  named.  They  had,  previous  to  making  the  attack,  stationed  sentinels 
in  the  vicinity  to  prevent  an  alarm  being  given,  and  when  the  jailer  attempted  to  reach 
my  house,  he  was  shot  down  and  dangerously,  if  not  mort-ally,  wounded.  The  county 
attorney,  Mr.  Noah  Cox,  who  was  sleeping  near  the  jail  was  aroused  by  the  noise,  and 
coming  out  on  his  balcony  was  shot  by  one  of  the  party,  receiving,  it  is  thought,  a 
mortal  wound.  The  guard  was  scYcrely  wounded,  and  the  wife  of  the  jailer  also 
received  a  severe  wouud  with  a  machete.  Owins  to  the  proximity  of  the  river,  the 
band  easily  made  their  escape,  crossing  over  into  Mexico,  from  whence  they  come. 

The  deputy  sheriff,  with  a  detachment  of  United  States  troops  kindly  furnished  by 
Major  Price,  pursued  them  as  soon  as  possible,  but  could  not  overtake  them.  From 
l>o8itive  information  I  can  say  that  this  band  came  fully  prepared  with  tools  to  break 
my  jail  and  liberate  the  prisoners.  They  were  trailed  back  to  the  river,  and  the  evi- 
dence is  positive  that  they  crossed  in  the  vicinity  of  Camargo.  The  leader  was  one 
Rafael  Garza,  well  known  ou  both  sides  of  the  river,  and  another  was  identified  as  a 
former  prisoner  who  escaped  from  this  jail. 

Colonel  Price,  commanding  Ringgold  Barracks,  and  the  deputy  sheriff  visited  the 
authorities  of  Carmago,  Mexico,  and  requested  their  assistance  in  arresting  the  perpe- 
trators of  this  daring  outrage.  Colonel  Price  also  addressed  a  communication  to  the 
commander  of  the  Mexican  military  forces  at  Mier,  Mexico.  Far  from  arresting  the 
guilty  parties,  Mexican  troops  have  been  moved  into  Camargo  by  forced  marches  and 
volunteers  formed  with  the  avowed  intention  of  repelling  any  attempt  to  arrest  the 
said  band  by  the  authoiities  or  troops  from  this  side. 

The  utmost  excitement  prevails  now  upon  the  border,  and  a  feeling  of  insecnrity  for 
life  and  property  is  felt  by  all.  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  lay  this  statement  of  facts 
before  you  for  your  consideration^  assuring  you  that  in  nothing  is  it  exaggerated. 
The  parties  who  are  known  as  having  been  engaged  in  this  affair  are  Rafael  Garza, 
Zeferino  Juarez,  Pablon,  Brigido  Ollivarez,  Seguudo  Garza,  Rudolfo  Espronceda,  and 
others. 

Please  send  requisition  for  above-named  parties,  as  they  are  known  to  be  at  present 
in  Camargo  and  its  vicinity. 
Respectfully, 

P.  MARCELLI, 
Sheriff  Stair  County ^  Texas. 


(Teleerani  1 

Brownsville,  Tex.,  September  12, 1877. 

His  excellency  R.  B.  Hubbard,  Governor : 

Liast  night,  at  12  o'clock  m.,  the  Mexican  authorities  turned  over  to  sheriff  of  Starr 
County,  on  the  Texas  side  of  Rio  Grande,  in  this  city,  Rudolfo  Espronceda,  who  was 
released  from  jail  at  Rio  Grande  City,  and  Pablo  Parra  and  Brigido  Olivares,  raiders, 
who  released  prisoners  there  on  the  11th  ultimo.  Unofiicial  information  assures  me 
that  the  other  raiders  are  in  Camargo  and  not  arrested. 

RUSSELL, 
Extradition  Agent, 

f  Telegram.] 

Rio  Grande  City,  Tex.,  September  26,  1877. 
His  excellency  R.  B.  Hubbard, 

Governor : 

Your  telegram  of  to-day  received.  You  need  entertain  no  hopes  of  the  surrender  of 
any  more  criminals  demanded.  The  whole  of  the  frontier  is  aflame  on  the  Mexican 
sideabout  the  surrender  of  the  three  criminals  delivered,  and  General  Canales,  who 
made  the  delivery,  has  resigned  because  he  was  forced  to  make  the  rendition.    The 
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populace  along  the  other  side  U  very  much  excited,  and  a  revolution  is  imminent  on 
account  of  the  surrender. 

CaniJes  is  goins:  to  Victoria,  capital  of  Tamanlipas,  and  takes  with  him  the  State 
troops,  leaving  in  Matamoros  his  small  garrison  of  federal  troops.  The  latter  are  now 
re -enforced  by  regulars  sent  from  Vera  Cruz  on  the  warnsteamer  Independencia.  It 
seems  this  may  be  precautionary  against  Ord's  order. 

Extradition  matters  on  Mexican  side  are  confided  to  an  alcalde  at  Matamoros ;  gov- 
ernor and  judge  of  first  instance  declining  to  act,  or  resigning,  and  the  alcalde  seems 
to  follow  the  popular  fanaticism  against  surrender  of  anv  more  Mexican  criminals. 

The  Mexican  press  is  unanimous  against  delivery,  ana  the  Progreso  newspaper  of 
Matamoros  (semi-official)  announces  tnat  no  more  surrenders  will  be  made. 

I  received  communication  from  the  alcalde  of  Matamoros  yesterday,  which  plainly 
leads  me  to  the  conclusion  that  no  more  criminals  will  be  surrenderea.  It  is  reported 
that  meetings  have  been  held  on  Mexican  side  with  a  view  to  reclaim  prisoners  already 
delivered. 

To  prevent  this  and  insure  fair  trial,  forces  at  garrison  here  have  been  placed  at  my 
disposal. 

Yesterday  sent  demand  through  Colonel  Price,  Fort  Brown,  in  strong  terms,  to  ex- 
tradition agent  at  Matamoros  for  balance  of  Rio  Grande  City  jail  raiders,  also  for  the 
Duval  County  murderers  and  the  criminals  who  escaped  from  Hidalgo  County ;  but 
expect  no  results  whatever  except  voluminous  correspondence  and  delay. 

Colonel  Price  very  earnest  in  efforts  to  extradite  criminals.  I  sent  SherifT  Leo's  re- 
port by  mail  from  Hidalgo,  which  will  enable  you  to  judge  of  disposition  of  Mexican 
authorities  to  surrender  criminals  of  their  origin.  This  is  status  of  extradition  matter 
to  date. 

JOHN  C.  RUSSELL, 
Extradition  Agent  and  Commissioner. 


[Telegram.] 

Laredo,  Tex.,  October  3, 1877. 
His  excellency  R.  B.  Hubbard,  Governor : 

I  received  last  night,  from  commander  Fort  Brown,  the  following  telegram : 

*^  The  five  prisoners  held  in  Matamoros,  and  for  whom  you  have  been  making  requi- 
sitions, were  yesterday  released  and  turned  loose. 

(Signed)  "  PRICE." 

The  prisoners  referred  to  are  three  murderers  from  Hidalgo  and  two  murderers  from 
Duval,  who  have  been  heretofore  demanded. 
Have  you  any  instructions  to  give  t 

JOHN  C.  RUSSELL, 
Extradition  Agent  and  Commissioner, 


fTelegram.] 

Executive  Office,  State  of  Tkxas, 

AustiUy  October  8, 1877. 
Hon,  John  C.  Russell, 

Extradition  Agent ,  Laredo^  Tex.: 

Your  dispatch  informs  me,. covering  same  advices  from  Colonel  Price,  of  United  States 
Army,  that  Mexican  authorities  have  at  last  set  the  extradition  treaty  openly  at  de- 
fiance. 

Inform  them  that  I  shall  regard  their  action  in  releasing  these  murderers  indicted  in 
Texas,  and  formally  demanded  by  you,  as  conclusive  evidence  of  either  inability  to 
observe  the  treaty  or  hostility  to  all  Texans  and  Americans,  or  perhaps  both. 

You  will  cease  to  make  other  demands  until  further  orders. 

I  shall  now  appeal  to  the  United  States  Government  for  redress  of  our  wrongs,  so 
long  continued. 

R.  B.  HUBBARD, 

Governor. 
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treated  by  the  authorities  was  not  satisfactory  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  if  no  more  prompt  and  successful  measures  for 
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the  United  States  would  protect  them 353 

8.  Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Fish,  February  27, 1875 ;  no  action  taken  to  arrest  and 

punish  the  mnrderersof  the  American  citizen  killed  at  Acapnlco;  the 
jndicial  authorities  powerless ;  local  feeling  in  favor  of  the  criminals   ..      354 

9.  Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Fish,  March  23,  1875 ;  no  Federal  force  sent  to  Acapulco. 

because  they  could  not,  in  the  grave  condition  of  the  country,  be  spared 
from  the  central  portion  of  the  republic 355 

10.  Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Fish,  October  19,  1875 ;  he  is  informed  that  a  portion  of 
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Acapulco  ;  through  his  intervention  ^'  the  insult  offered  to  our  flag  in  the 
unlawful  and  arbitrary  arrest  of  the  consul  in  March  last  was  formally 
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CORRESI'OXDENCE   UKI^VTING   TO   FOUCKD   LOANS. 
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unsatisfactory .' \       370 
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Mr,  Foster  to  Mr,  FUihi 

(Foreign  Relations,  1874,  page  734.) 

Legatiost  of  the  United  States, 

MeJtieo,  M(u*ch  7, 1874. 

Sir  :  On  tbe  2d  instant  I  received  a  brief  telegraphic  dispatch  from  Rev.  David  Wai- 
kins,  at  Guadalajara,  informing  me  of  the  assassiuation  on  that  morning,  at  Ahnalnloo, 
in  the  state  of  Jalisco,  of  Rev.  J.  L.  Stephens,  an  American  citizen,  connected  with 
the  American  board  of  commissioners  for  foreign  missions.  I  immediately  replied,  ask- 
ing for  details,  and  on  the  4th  instant  I  was  informed  by  telegraph  that  at  two  o'clock 
on  the  morning  of  the  2d  instant  the  honse  of  Mr.  Stephens  was  assaalted  by  more 
than  two  hnndred  men,  crying  '*  Viva  el  Cnra^' — '*  death  to  the  protestants";  that  Mr. 
Stephens  was  killed  by  them  in  a  brutal  manner,  his  body  baaly  mutilated,  and  his 
head  out  into  several  pieces,  and  his  house  plundered.  The  cause  of  this  outrage,  it 
will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  telegraphic  dispatch,  is  attributed  to  religious  fanati- 
cism. 

I  at  once  called  in  person  upon  tbe  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  and  presented  him  a 
note,  with  copies  of  the  telegraphic  dispatches  referred  to,  expressing  the  confident 
expectation  that  whatever  measures  could  properly  be  taken  by  the  federal  govern- 
ment of  Mexico  for  the  investigation  and  punishment  of  ^the  crime  would  be  at  once 
adopted. 

The  minister,  Mr.  Lafragna,  informed  me  that  the  government  had  been  eM^y  advised 
of  the  event  by  the  governor  of  the  state  of  Jalisco,  and  that  propipt  and  vigorons 
measures  had  been  taken  to  arrest  and  punish  the  criminals ;  that  the  town  w%s  occu- 
pied by  three  hnndred  troops  and  order  restored ;  that  the  principal  assassins  and  two 
priests  had  been  arrested,  and  that  a  jndge  had  been  dispatchea  to  the  district  with 
an  extra  corps  of  clerks  to  insure  a  speedy  investigation  and  trial.  The  official  dis- 
patches which  appeared  in  the  Diario  Oficial  of  yesterday  are  herewith  inclosed. 
I  am,  dec' 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 


Mr,  Foster  to  Mr,  FUk, 

(Foreign  Relations,  1874,  page  744.) 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  Jpril  15, 1874. 

Sir:  In  my  dispatch  No.  119  March  7, 1  communicated  the  det^la  of  the  assfwsina- 
tion  of  Rev.  John  L.  Stephens,  a  protestant  missionary  at  Ahualnlco,  in  the  state  of 
Jalisco,  and  th6  prompt  action  of  the  Mexican  Government  toward  the  punishment  of 
the  assassins* 

Up  to  the  present  date  seven  of  the  guilty  parties  have  been  tried  and  condemned 
to  death,  from  which  sentence  they  have  appealed  to  the  supreme  court.  Twelve  or 
fifteen  more  persons,  charged  with  complicity  in  the  crime,  are  under  arrest,  awaiting 
trial,  including  the  cara  of  the  parish  of  Ahualnlco. 

President  Lwdo,  in  a  recent  interview  given  to  the  protestant  missionaries  resident 
in  this  city,  declared  it  to  be  his  determination  t^  use  every  means  in  his  power  to 
secure  the  punishment  of  the  assassins  of  Mr.  Stephens,  to  protect  the  protestant  mis- 
sionaries in  the  free  exercise  of  their  labors,  and  to  maintain  religions  toleration 
throughout  the  republic. 
I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 
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Mr.  Foster  to  Mr   Fifih. 

(Foreign  Relation*),  1874,  p.  75^.) 

Legation'  or  thk  Unitkd  States. 

Mexico^  August  22,  1874. 

SiK  :  In  Diy  diHpatcb  No.  IGO,  June  27,  I  communicated  the  intelligence  of  the  mnr 
fleF  of  John*W.  Dunbar  and  Adolphns  Straus,  American  citizens,  at  Mazatlan,  in  the 
month  of  May  last.  According  to  the  facts  furnished  me  by  the  consnl  at  Mazatlan, 
the  murders  wore  of  an  aggravated  and  shocking  character  and  of  such  flagrant  l>old- 
ness  as  to  call  for  the  most  active  and  vigorous  measures  of  the  local  authorities ;  but 
the  consul  informs  me  that  much  indifference  was  manifested  by  the  police  and  offi- 
cials, and  that,  although  a  few  arrests  were  made,  as  he  anticipated,  all  have  been  re- 
leased and  the  nmrderers  are  unpunished  and  at  liberty. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  so  many  murders  and  personal  outrages  of  American  citizens 
have  been  reported  to  me  without,  up  to  the  preisont  date,  a  single  punishment  by  the 
courts,  notwithstanding  the  earnest  representations  of  this  legation  and  the  varions 
consulates  in  this  country,  I  felt  that  the  two  occurrences  above  stated  required  my 
prompt  and  decided  remonstrance  with  the  Mexican  Grovernment.  I  accordingly,  on 
the  11th  instant,  addressed  Mr.  Lafragna  the  note  of  which  I  inclose  herewith  a  copy, 
and  to  which  I  ask  the  attention  of  the  Department  of  State. 

I  have  nothing  new  to  report  officially  in  regard  to  the  murder  of  Mr.  Alexander 
Saunders,  in  the  State  of  Nuevo  Leon,  and  of  the  Rev.  John  L.  Stephens,  at  Ahnalulco, 
in  the  Stat«  of  Jalisco,  both  of  which  have  been  the  subject  of  dispatches  to  the  de- 
partment. Notwithstanding  some  of  the  murderers  of  these  American  citizens  were 
arrested  and  placed  upon  trial  under  the  summary  law  of  1869,  which  requires  a  speedy 
trial  and  execution  within  a  brief  period,  and  that  eight  and  five  and  a  half  months 
have  elapsed,  1  have  not,  as  yet,  been  informed  that  any  punishments  have  taken 
place.  I  have  repeatedly,  in  personal  interviews,  directed  Mr.  Lafragua's  attention  to 
these  cases,  and  especially  in  that  of  Rev.  Mr.  Stephens,  expressed  to  him  the  interest 
manifested  by  yourself  and  by  the  public  in  the  United  States. 

In  my  last  interview  on  tlie  subject,  on  the  8th  of  July^  I  mode  inquiry  as  to  the 
progress  of  the  trials,  and  stated  that,  from  the  information  furnished  me  as  to  the 
apparent  indifference  of  the  local  authorities,  I  feared  that  no  adequate  punishment 
would  be  inflicted  upon  the  murderers.  Mr.  Lafragua  promised  to  communicate  at 
once  with  the  State  aathorities  and  advise  me  of  the  result.  But  up  to  this  date  I 
have  no  further  information  from  him  on  the  subject:  neither  have  I,  at  the  hour  of 
closing  this  dispatch  for  the  mail,  received  a  reply  to  the  inclosed  note  of  the  11th 
instant. 

I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 


lIoclo8u:e.] 

Mr.  Foster  to  Mr,  Lafragna. 

Legation'  of  the  United  States. 

Mexico  J  August  11,  1874. 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  bring  to  your  excellency's  attention  the  fact  that  under  date  of 
the  16th  of  May  last  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Mazatlan  advised  me  of  the 
murder  of  two  American  citizens  at  that  place.  He  states  that  on  the  5th  of  May,  of 
this  present  year,  John  W.  Dunbar,  an  American  citizen,  resident  in  San  Francisco, 
Cal.,  was  seized  in  a  street  of  Mazatlan  and  confined  in  a  house,  and  that  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  next  day  his  dead  body  was  found  in  a  vacant  lot  in  the  outskirts  of  the 
city,  stabbed  with  knives,  and  robbed  of  all  his  money  and  valuables. 

The  consnl  also  informs  me  that,  on  the  14th  of  the  same  month,  Adolphus  Straus,  an 
American  citizen,  was  kidnapped  in  the  same  city,  in  open  day,  between  4  and  5  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  taken  to  a  vacant  house  in  the  heart  of  the  city,  robbed  of  jewelry 
and  other  valuables  he  had  in  his  possession  amounting  to  about  |i3,000,  and  murdered, 
there  being  found  upon  his  dead  body  fifteen  wounds  inflicted  with  knives  or  poniards. 

I  did  not  bring  these  fearful  murders  to  your  excellency's  attention  at  the  time,  as 
the  consul  advised  me  that  he  had  made  complaint  to  the  local  civil  authorities;  that 
he  was  urging  them  to  vigorous  measures  for  the  arrest  and  punishment  of  the  crimi- 
nals ;  and  that,  notwithstanding  an  apparent  reluctance  on  the  part  of  the  police  in  the 
latter  case,  some  arrests  had  been  made,  aud  the  investigations  were  progressing.  I 
deemed  it  best  not  to  question  in  advance  the  zeal  or  disposition  of  the  local  authori- 
ties to  administer  strict  and  speedy  punishment  upon  the  perpetrators  of  these  crimes 
against  Mexican  society  as  well  as  against  American  citizenship;  but  on  the  16th  of 
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JnJy  last  the  consul  informed  nie  that  his  fears  had  been  realized,  and  that  the  mur- 
derers of  both  Dunbar  and  Strans  were  all  at  libert}\ 

During  the  short  time  that  I  have  heen  in  charge  of  this  lefi^ation  I  have  heen  offi- 
cially informed  by  the  consuls  of  my  government,  resident  in  different  localities  of  the 
Republic  of  Mexico,  of  the  death  of  thirteen  American  citizens  by  violence  and  outrage, 
some  of  them  murders  of  the  most  horrid  character  and  revolting  to  our  common  civili- 
zation. * 

In  addition  to  these,  I  have  also  received  official  intelligence  of  several  hmtal  assaults 
and  personal  outrages  upon  American  citizens  not  resulting  in  loss  of  life.  In  som«  of 
these  cases  I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  bring  the  facts  to  the  attention  of  your  excellency's 
government,  and  in  others  direct  information  has  been  given  by  the  consular  representii- 
tives  of  the  United  States  to  the  local  authorities.  But  I  am  sorry  to  stat«  that  up  to  the 
present  date  I  am  not  aware  that  there  has  been  one  single  punishment  indicted  for  all 
this  long  list  of  murders  and  personal  oittrages.  It  is,  therefore,  with  the  most  sincere 
regret,  and  under  the  most  urgent  conviction  of  the  duty  which  I  owe  to  the  dignity  and 
honor  of  my  government  and  to  the  safety  of  the  lives  and  persons  of  American  resi- 
dents and  travelers  in  this  country,  that  I  earnestly  remonstrate  against  the  apparent 
indifference  and  negligence  of  the  local  authorities  to  punish  crimes  and  injuries  in- 
flicted upon  American  citizens  by  Mexicans,  and  call  upon  the  federal  government  of 
Mexico  to  use  in  an  effective  manner  its  influence  and  its  authority  to  protect  the  lives 
of  my  countrymen  and  to  punish  those  who  murder  and  maltreat  them.  I  do  not  lose 
sight  of  the  turbulent  state  of  society  which  in  past  years  has  made  it  difficult  for 
the  federal  government  to  exercise  full  authority  to  repress  and  punish  crime.  But 
happily,  during  the  administration  of  the  present  chief  magistrate  of  Mexico,  peace 
has  prevailed,  and  the  supremacy  of  the  government  has  been  and  is  acknowledged 
throughout  the  republic.  So,  also,  the  state  and  local  governments,  with  few  excep- 
tions, are  exercising  uninterruptedly  their  functions,  and  the  judiciary  is  everywhere 
installed  with  the  full  force  of  law,  and  its  mandates  respected  and  obeyed.  Espe- 
cially has  this  state  of  affairs  existed  in  the  localities  where  the  murders  of  American 
citizens  referred  to  have  occurred. 

Such  being  the  peaceful  condition  of  the  country,  I  am  constrained  to  express  to 
your  excellency  my  conviction,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  so  many  murders  of  American 
citizens  have  taken  place  in  so  short  a  time  without  a  single  punishment,  that  the 
federal  government  of  Mexico  sho\ild  adopt  some  effective  measures  to  counteract 
the  prejudices  and  hostility  of  the  people  and  the  indifference  of  the  local  authorities 
toward  the  rights  and  persons  of  American  citizens  which,  unfortunately,  is  apparent 
in  certain  portions  of  tne  republic.  I  must  at  the  same  time  express  my  appreciation 
both  of  the  marked  consideration  which  your  excellency  has  at  all  times  shown  to  the 
representations  which  I  have  made  in  behalf  of  my  countrymen,  as  well  as  of  the 
desire  expressed  by  your  government  to  secure  the  punishment  of  the  criminals  who 
have  outraged  Mexican  society  and  defied  American  citizenship.  These  friendly  man- 
ifestations give  assurance  to  my  hope  that  vigorous  and  effective  measures  may  be 
adopted  to  put  an  end  to  this  grievous  catalogue  of  crimes. 

I  improve  this  occasion  to  reiterate  to  your  excellency  the  high  consideration  and 
esteem  with  which  I  am,  vour  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 


Mr.  router  to  Mr.  Fish. 

(Foreign  Relatione,  1874,  p.  lo'^.) 

Legation  of  thk  United  States, 

Mexico,  September  2,  1874. 

Sir  :  Referring  to  my  dispatch  No.  173,  August  23,  with  which  I  inclosed  a  note 
addressed  to  the  Mexican  minister  of  foreign  affairs  on  the  subject  of  the  murders  of 
Messrs.  Dunbar  and  Straus,  American  citizens,  at  Mazatlan,  and  tlie  repeated  murders 
of  American  citizens  in  this  country  without  any  punishment  of  the  criminals,  I  now 
transmit  the  reply  of  Mr.  Lafragua,  received  on  the  25th  ultimo. 

In  his  reply  Mr.  Lafragua  states  that  he  has  received  from  the  government  of  the 
State  of  Siualoa  an  application  for  authority  to  expel  from  the  republic,  as  a  pernicious 
foreigner,  one  Le  Count,  suspected  of  complicity  iii  the  murder  of  Straus,  upon  which 
the  President  has  deferred  action  until  he  should  have  further  details  of  the  case.  He 
also  incloses  a  copy  of  a  report  from  the  government  of  Jalisco,  as  to  the  progress  made 
in  the  trial  of  the  assassins  of  Rev.  John  L.  Stephens,  which  contains  substantially 
the  information  transmitted  to  the  Department  of  State  more  than  four  months  ago  iu 
my  dispatch  No.  133.  He  further  informs  me  that  the  supreme  court  has  declared  the 
proceedings  thus  far  had  in  the  trial  of  the  murderers  of  Mr.  Sanders,  in  Nuevo  Leon, 


350  APPENDIX   E. 

to  be  null  and  void,  and  has  remanded  the  case  for  a  new  trial  by  another  tribunal. 
He  also  states  that  the  cases  referred  to,  far  from  proving  the  local  authorities  neffli- 
gent  in  prosecuting  and  pnnisbini^  criminals,  show  that  up  to  the  present  time  they 
have  fully  complied  with  their  duties. 

The  goverument,  desirous  of  carrying  out  the  suggestions  which  I  made  to  avoid 
these  unfiortuuate  events,  and  of  a^ain  manifesting  the  good-will  which  it  entertains 
for  the  United  States,  has  addressed  to  the  civil  and  judicial  authorities  of  the  federa- 
tion and  the  States  a  most  earuest  injunction  that  in  every  case  they  proeecate  and 
fuoish,  with  the  rigor  of  the  law,  the  perpetrators  of  crimes  similar  to  tnose  of  which 
have  c-omplained. 

On  the  29th  ultimo,  in  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  Mr.  Lafragna's  note,  I  etated 
that  I  could  not  accept  the  expulsion  from  the  country  of  one  vagabond  foreigner  as  a 
due  satisfaction  of  the  murders  of  Dunbar  and  Straus,  when  the  more  numerous  and 
influential  criminals  escaped  unpunished.  I  thanked  him  for  communicating  the  intel- 
ligence in  relation  to  the  trials  of  the  assassins  of  Rev.  Mr.  Stephens,  the  receipt  of 
which  I  had  anxiously  awaited,  but  expressed  my  disappointment  in  finding  no  men- 
tion of  the  proceedings  had  in  tlie  trial  of  the  cura  of  Ahualulco,  to  whom  the  published 
aoconnts  attributed  the  responsibility  of  the  assassination,  at  the  same  time  stating 
that  I  could  not  doubt  the  desire  of  his  government  to  secure  the  complete  punishment 
of  the  assassins  of  Mr.  Stephens,  in  view  of  the  expressed  disposition  to  protect  the 
lives  of  American  citizens,  and  its  obligation  to  indicate  the  freedom  of  religious  wor- 
ship, which  in  Stephens's  mnrder  had  been  outraged  and  defied.  I  also  expressed 
regret  at  being  informed,  after  the  earnest  efforts  made  to  secure  the  punishment  of  the 
murderers  of  Mr.  Sanders,  in  Nuevo  Leon,  that  all  the  proceedings  thus  far  had  been 
declared  null. 

In  answer  to  Mr.  Laf  ragna's  intinitition  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  have  a  detailed 
etatement  of  the  thirteen  eases  referred  to  in  my  not«,  in  order  that  his  government 
might  ascertain  the  exteut  of  the  negligence  and  indifference  of  the  local  authorities, 
I  have  replied  that  it  might  be  difficult  to  give  such  facts  as  would  establish  this,  but 
that  the  bare  statement  that  the  lives  of  thirteen  American  citizens  had  benn  taken 
by  violence,  without  as  yet  a  single  punishment  therefor,  was  sufficient  basis  for  the 
intimation  in  my  note ;  but  that  the  four  cases  referred  to  by  him,  and  now  pending, 
afforded  an  excellent  opportunity  for  the  government  to  test  the  seal  and  impartiality 
of  the  local  anthorities  to  administer  justice,  uninfluenced  by  popular  prejudice. 
'  In  oonolusiou,  I  ukade  proper  acknowledgment  for  the  action  taken  by  the  Mexican 
Government,  influenced  by  the  suggestion  in  my  note  of  the  llth  instant,  in  enjoining 
upon  the  federal  and  State  anthorities  a  vigorous  prosecution  and  puuishmeDt  of 
criminals.    I  inblose  a  copy  of  my  note. 

Notwithstanding  Mr.Lafragaa  insists'that  in  the  cases  discussed  the  anthopities  have 
been  duly  diligent,  the  information  furnished  me  from  Monterey  and  Maasatlan  leads 
me  to  fear  that  no  punishments  will  follow  the  murders  of  iSanders,  Dunbar,  and  Straus, 
and  that  in  the  case  of  Stephens,  at  Ahualulco,  the  influential  and  more  prominent 
criminals  will  escape,  as  the  eura  and  a  number  of  persons  tried  before  the  same  tri- 
bunal have  been,  according  to  the  newspapMer  reports,  acquitted ;  and  if  any  are  pun- 
ished they  will  be  the  more  obscure  actors  in  the  tragedy. 

I  desire  in  this  connection  to  call  your  attention  to  an  announcement  which  appeared 
in  the  Diario  06cia1,  the  government  official  newspaper  of  this  city,  ou  the  2lHih 
ultimo,  in  which  it  is  stat-ed  that  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  has  instructed  the 
Mexican  minister  at  Washington  to  take  action  in  relation  to  certain  occurrences  in 
Texas,  of  which  several  Mexicans  have  been  the  victims. 
I  am,  d:.c., 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 


Mr.  Foster  to  Mr,  Fitfh, 

(Foreign  Relations,  1875,  p.  855.)     • 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico^  January  HO,  1875. 

Sik:  On  tl  e  27th  instant,  at  noon,  I  received  a  telegram  from  J.  A.  Sutter,  esq.,  the 
eonsul  of  the  United  States  at  the  port  of  Acapulco,  in  the  State  of  Guerrero,  inform- 
ing me  that  on  the  night  previous  the  Protestant  cUurch  at  that  place  was  attacked, 
that  five  persons  were  killed,  among  them  an  American,  and  eleven  wounded,  and  that 
Rev.  M.  N.  Hutchinson  (an  American  citizen,  resident  in  this  capital)  escaped  and  was 
in  safety. 

It  is  proper  to  state  that  about  two  months  ago  a  delegation  of  Mexican  Protestants 
arrived  in  this  city,  after  a  journey  of  ten  days,  and  waited  upon  Rev.  M.  N.  Hutchin- 
eon,  the  superintendent  of  the  Presbyterian  missions  in  this  republic,  and  represented 
that  they  came  to  him  in  behalf  of  and  by  appointment  of  a  body  of  Mexican  citi- 
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zans,  who  bad  embraced  the  ProteetaDt  faith,  resident  at  Acapulco,  with  the  request 
that  they  be  received  pnder  bis  charge,  and.  if  possible,  that  he  visit  that  plaoeand 
regnlarly-organize  them  into  a  Protestant  obarcn.  Being  satisfied  of  the  correctness 
of  their  representations,  Mr.  Hutchinson  returned  with  the  delegation  to  Aoapuloo 
aboat  six  weeks  ago,  and  his  friends  in  this  city  had  received  letteis  from  him  announc- 
ing his  safe  arrival ;  that  he  had  been  warmly  received  by  the  people  represented  by 
the  delegation  ;  that  he  had  formed  a  very  promising  church,  and  had  secured  the  use 
of  a  church  building,  and  it  was  expected  that  at  about  the  date  of  the  telegram  he 
would  be  ready  to  return  to  the  city. 

Immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  the  consul's  telegram,  I  repaired  to  the  Mexican 
foreign  office,  and  obtained  a  prompt  interview  with  Minister  Lafragua,  to  wh^m  I 
showed  the  telegram,  and  explained  the  circumstances  under  which  Mr.  Hutchiason 
was  called  to  Acapulco.  I  stated  to  him  that  I  was  impressed  with  the  gravity  of  the 
event,  and  must  be  permitted  to  say  that  it  called  for  the  most  vigorous  measures  on 
the  part  of  the  Mexican  Government.  I  took  occasion  to  say  that  the  manner  in  which 
the  assassination  of  Bev.  Mr.  Stephens  at  Ahualulco  had  been  treated  by  the  author- 
ities was  not  satisfactory  to  my  government,  and  that  if  no  more  prompt  and  success- 
ful measures  for  punishment  followed  «the  assault  and  murder  at  Acapulco,  it  might 
occasion  grave  international  difficulties,  and  it  certainly  would  place  in  greater  peril 
the  lives  of  a  number  of  American  citizens  in  other  parts  of  the  republic. 

Mr.  Laf ragua  replied  tlbat  he  had  received  no  other  information  of  the  occurrence  at 
Acapulco  than  that  contained  in  my  telegram,  but  that  he  would  send  a  d>py  of  the 
same  immediately  to  the  minister  of  war,  with  the  request  that  he  adopt  prompt  meas- 
ures in  view  of  the  facts  stated.  He  said  that  in  the  Ahualulco  affair  the  federal  gov- 
ernment had  done  all  that  it  was  possible  or  legal  for  it  to  do:  that  the  trials  and 
convictions  had  taken  place,  but  that  the  criminals,  being  entitled  to  a  resort  to  the 
^'  aroparo,''  had  appealed  to  the  supremo  court,  where  the  cases  were  still  pending, 
although  he  bad  three  times  asked  the  court  for  a  speedy  decision. 

I  remarked  that  the  result  of  this  delay  in  administering  justice  had  emboldened  the 
populace  and  made  it  almost  impossible  to  sustain  Protestant  worship  in  the  State  of 
Jalisco ;  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Morgan  had  been  sent  to  Guadalajara  to  take  the  place  of 
Rev.  Mr.  Stephens,  who  bad  been  assassinated,  and  that  I  had  been  recently  informed 
that  he  considered  his  life  in  such  constant  x>eril  that  he  had  felt  compelled  to  abandon 
his  post  and  leave  the  republic. 

Mr.  Laf  ragaa  then  read  to  me  the  letter  of  Messrs.  Morgan  and  Watkins  to  the  gov- 
ernor of  Jalisco  (which  is  contained  in  the  inclosure  to  my  No.  224),  in  which  they 
state,  in  answer  to  inquiries,  that  they  enjoy  the  necessary  guarantees  for  their  per- 
sonal security  and  the  practice  of  their  worship,  and  all  the  protectioh  wluch  the  laws 
concede  to  foreigners. 

I  stated  that  I  did  not  charge  the  governor  with  any  failure  in  duty  in  regard  to 
their  personal  safety,  as  he  appeared  to  have  afforded  them  protection  as  far  as  mili- 
tary guards  were  concerned  :f  but  that  it  did  not  meet  the  emergency  m^raly  toatation 
soldiers  over  the  houses  of  the  missionaries,  and  to  follow  them  with  an  armed  guard 
in  their  movements  on  the  atreetsand  about  the  country ;  that  this  was  more  an  aggra- 
vation to  the  people  than  a  remedy  of  the  evil ;  that  the  neglect  to  correct  the  le^ung 
instigators  in  the  assassination  at  Ahualulco,  and  the  long  delay  in  the  punishiiienit  of 
a  single  participant  in  the  affair,  has  encouraged  the  intolerant  classes,  who  felt  immu- 
nity from  the  authorities,  and  a  reign  of  terror  prevailed  against  Protestantism.  The 
trouble  was  with  the  people,  not  with  the  governor ;  and  so  it  will  be  elsewhere  unless 
swift  and  severe  punishment  follow  such  outbreaics  as  these  at  Ahualulco  and  Aca- 
pulco. 

Mr.  Lalragua  acknowledged  the  force  of  my  remarks,  but  if  the  federal  govenunent 
had  done  all  it  legally  could  do,  what  more  could  I  expect  f 

I  replied  that  it  was  no  reparation  for  the  lives  of  American  citizens  sacriCked  to 
say  that  the  law  placed  the  punishment  in  the  hands  of  the  local  authorities  and 
courts, .when  the  criminals  went  unpunished  and  the  slaughter  of  my  countrymen  by 
fanatical  mobs  continued.  The  Government  of  the  United  States  looked  to  the  fed- 
eral administration  of  M*^xico  to  protect  its  citizens,  and  not  to  the  local  authorities 
and  courts.  It  was  not  for  me  to  dictate  or  suggest  bow  the  federal  government 
should  exert  its  influence  with  these  authorities,  but  in  the  name  of  my  government 
I  must  most  imperatively  demand  that  in  some  way  it  ffnd  an  efficacious  remedy.  I 
added  that  if  there  was  a  failure  to  inflict  prompt  punishment  upon  not  only  the  active 
participants,  but  also  the  influential  instigators  of  the  outbreak  at  Acapulco,  it  would 
nave  an  evil  influence  upon  the  commnnities  in  other  parts  of  the  republic,  where 
American  citizens  were  associated  with  Protestant  missions,  and  that  if  a  conspicuous 
and  severe  example  was  not  now  made  by  the  government,  the  lives  of  American  mis- 
sionaries in  Mexico  would  become  so  unsafe  that  I  feared  they  would  all  be  compelled 
to  leave  the  republic. 

Mr.  Lafragna  reminded  rae  of  the  turbulent  and  ignorant  character  of  the  Indian 
population  of  the  south  of  Mexico,  where  these  disturbances  had  occurred,  of  which  I 
told  him  I  was  aware,  but  that  was  the  greater  reason  why  such  energetic  measures 
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BbonUl  be  taken  as  would  strike  them  with  terror,  ami  teach  them  iu  a  forcible  man- 
ner the  necessity  of  toleration,  and  of  obedience  to  law  and  order. 

He  assnred  me  of  the  disposition  of  the  federal  government  to  do  all  that  was  possi- 
ble to  protect  the  lives  of  American  citizens  and  secure  complete  freedom  of  religions 
worship ;  and,  in  this  instance,  it  would  adopt  immediate  measures  to  secure  the  pun- 
ishment of  the  offenders.  But,  he  said,  the  government  found  itself  greatly  embar- 
rassed and  engaged  in  a  constant  struggle  with  the  reactionary  or  clerical  elements, 
and  that  it  was  very  difficult  to  overcome  the  fanatical  and  intolerant  prejudices  of 
the  people;  that,  just  now,  there  was  much  passion  manifested  on  account  of  the 
action  of  the  government  in  disbanding  the  societies  of  the  ''  Sisters  of  Charity,"  which 
was  a  necessary  consequence  of  the  Adoption  of  the  laws  of  reform  as  constitutional 
amendments. 

I  then  said  that  I  ha<l  not  alluded  to  the  political  aspects  of  the  case,  contenting  my- 
self with  an  earnest  effort  to  influence  the  government  to  diligence  in  the  punishment 
of  the  murderers  of  American  citizens,  and  in  protecting  those  of  them  who  are  ex- 
posed to  like  dangers.  But,  as  he  had  referred  to  the  subject,  I  would  remark  that  my 
government  had,  with  much  pleasure,  officially  congratulated  Mexico  upon  the  enact- 
ment  of  the  laws  of  reform  as  constitutional  aftiendinents,  and  took  a  deep  interest  iu 
its  struggles  to  sustain  the  principles  of  religious  liberty  and  the  separation  of  church 
and  state  ;  but  that  its  congratulation  would  be  empty  and  meaningless  if,  in  so  far  as 
they  guaranteed  freedom  of  worship,  they  remained  a  dead  letter  in  the  constitution. 
He  (Mr.  Lafragua)  had  laid  great  stress  upon  the  obligation  of  the  government  not  to 
trespass  upon  the  personal  rights  of  citizens,  in  the  prosecution  before  the  courts  of 
those  who  have  murdered  American  citizens  on  account  of  their  religion  ;  but,  on  the 
other  hand,  in  the  failure  to  punish  them,  an  equally  important  constitutional  princi- 
ple was  being  violated,  that  which  guarantees  freedom  of  religious  worship.  The 
trouble  to  which  he  referred  in  regard  to  the  "  Sisters  of  Charity"  was  only  a  war  of 
words,  but  at  Ahualulco  and  Acapulco  the  blood  of  American  and  Mexican  citizens  had 
been  shed  by  infuriated  mobs,  and  the  "laws  of  reform"  had  been  set  at  defiance. 
These  events  presented  a  test  of  the  ability  and  disposition  of  the  government  to  vin- 
dicate the  liberal  principles  upon  which  it  was  established.  If  it  failed  to  do  so,  it 
must  be  regarded  as  a  fatal  blow  at  its  own  stability. 

Mr.  Lafragua  said  that  the  government  recognized  its  obligation  to  enforce  these 
principles,  but  it  was  not  so  easy  to  punish  their  infringement  as  in  the  United  States, 
where  these  principles  are  fully  accepted  by  the  people. 

I  acknowledged  the  embarrassments  with  which  the  government  is  surrounded,  and 
assured  Mr.  Lafragua  that  it  had  the  hearty  sympathy  of  the  United  States,  and  that 
personally  I  had  no  disposition  to  do  anything  but  to  strengthen  its  efforts  ;  but  that, 
unless  these  outbreaks  were  soon  suppressed,  it  would  come  to  be  a  question,  not  of  the 
murder  of  a  few  American  citizens  and  Mexican  Protestants,  but  a  life  and  death 
struggle  for  the  maintenance  of  a  professedly  liberal  government. 

In  taking  my  leave  I  said  that  I  would  await  with  interest  information  of  the  action 
of  the  government  in  the  affair  at  Acapulco,  and  would  be  glad  to  be  able  to  furnish 
my  government,  by  the  mail  of  the  ;^th  (to-day),  whatever  details  I  obtained.  Mr. 
Lafragua  promised  to  send  me,  as  promptly  as  he  was  able,  all  information  he  received. 

I  have  given  you,  somewhat  in  detail,  the  substance  of  my  interview  with  the- min- 
ister of  foreign  affairs,  thinking  it  would  aid  you  in  foimiiug  a  correct  idea  of  not  only 
the  particular  occurrence,  but  of  the  state  of  religious  and  political  affairs  in  this  country. 

I  inclose  copies  of  telegrams  to  and  from  the  consul  at  Acapulco,  in  relation  to  the 
attack  upon  the  Protestant  church,  up  to  this  date. 

After  returning  from  the  interview  on  the  27th  instant,  I  was  impressed  with  the  fact 
that,  upon  the  occurrence  at  Acapulco  being  made  public,  it  might  place  in  zreater 
peril  the  American  missionaries  in  other  parts  of  the  republic.  I  therefore  addressed 
to  Mr.  Lafragua  a  note,  giving  him  a  list  of  the  States  in  which  these  missionaries  are 
established,  and  suggested  to  him  the  propriety  of  issuing  instructions  to  the  proper 
authorities  in  those  States  to  afford  them  all  necessary  protection  in  the  safe  and-peace- 
able  enjoyment  of  religious  worship. 

On  the  28th  instant,  being  informed  by  the  telegram  of  the  consul  that  Rev.  Mr. 
Hutchinson  had  taken  refuge  on  board  an  American  frigate,  from  which  I  inferred  that 
the  authorities  of  the  city  of  Acapulco  were  unable  to  pnjtect  him  (which  inference 
was  confirmed  by  the  subsequent  telegram  of  the  consul,)  I  inclosed  a  copy  of  the  tele- 
gram to  the  minister,  and  took  occasion  to  say  that  the  language  I  had  used  in  my  in- 
terview, in  view  of  subsequent  events,  did  not  appear  to  have  been  too  strong,  nor  to 
have  exaggerated  the  gravity  of  the  occurrence. 

On  yesterday,  Mr.  Lafragua  transmitted  to  me  a  note,  inclosing  copies  of  five  com- 
munications from  the  respective  executive  departments,  indicating  the  measures  or- 
dered, to  the  end  that  order  and  peace  may  be  restored  at  Acapulco,  that  religious  lib- 
erty of  the  interested  parties  may  be  guaranteed,  and  that  the  apprehension  and  pun- 
ishment of  those  who  may  be  found  guilty  may  be  secured. 
I  nm,  t&c, 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 
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Mr,  Foster  to  Jfr.  Fiah, 

(Foreign  Relations,  Ir^TS,  p.  8G5.) 

Legation  of  thk  Unitkd  States, 

MexicOf  February  9,  1875. 

Sir:  In  uiy  No.  237,  of  January  'W,  I  communicated  to  yon  the  telegraphic  informa- 
tion I  had  received  from  the  consul  at  Acapulco,  of  the  assault  upon  the  Protestant 
church  at  that  place  and  the  assassination  of  an  American  citizen,  together  with  the 
murder  and  wounding  of  a  number  of  Mexicans  ;  and  inclosed  copies  of  correspondence 
between  this  legation  and  the  Mexican  Government  in  relation  to  tiie  affair. 

I  now  inclose  copies  of  three  communications  from  John  A.  Sutter,  esq.,  consul  at 
Acapulco,  to  Julius  A.  Skilton,  esq.,  consul-general  in  this  city,  giving  further  details 
of  toe  assassination,  which  aggravate  rather  than  mitigate  the  outrage,  as  reported  by 
telegraph.  In  these  communications  the  consul  states  that,  up  to  the  1st  instant,  the 
ffuilt  of  no  person  had  been  established  as  having  participated  in  the  affair,  and  that 
he  feared  that  no  one  would  ever  be  convicted  and  punished  therefor.  He  further 
reports  that  the  assault  partook  of  the  character  of  a  cowardlv  massacre ;  that  the 
American  citizen,  Henrv  Morris,  a  native  of  Boston,  was  horribly  mangled,  and  that 
he  leaves  a  large  family  at  Acapulco,  which,  I  am  informed  through  other  sources, 
was  dependent  upon  him  for  their  support ;  that  the  furniture  in  the  church  was  cut 
to  pieces ;  and  that  several  of  the  wounded  have  since  died.  He  represents  the  igno- 
rant Indians,  incited  by  a  fanatical  priest,  as  having  created  in  the  community  a  reign 
of  terror ;  that  the  district  judge,  naving  arrested  the  parish  pnest,  was  forced  to 
release  him  owing  to  the  threats  of  armed  violence  made  by  the  captain  of  the  matri- 
cula  (a  federal  armed  force) ;  that  he,  the  said  consul,  together  with  others  who  have 
shown  any  sympathy  for  the  Protestant  congregation,  have  had  their  lives  threatened ; 
and  that  nothing  but  the  most  energetic  and  severe  measures  on  the  part  of  the  Fed- 
eral Government  will  have  any  influence  in  restraining  the  reign  of  intolerance  and 
lawlessness. 

In  communicating  the  substance  of  the  communications  of  the  consul  to  the  Mexi- 
can minister  of  foreign  affairs,  in  a  note  dated  yesterday',  I  expressed  the  hope  that 
they  would  furnish  his  government  additional  motives  for  enforcing  strict  and  decisive 
measures  against  the  criminals. 

In  the  same  note  I  stated  to  the  minister  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
will  expect  that  of  Mexico  to  inflict  rigorous  punishment  upon  the  murderers,  and 
make  full  indemnity  and  compensation  to  the  bereaved  family  o£  the  American  citizen 
assassinated,  for  the  loss  sustained  by  any  failure  of  the  authorities  to  afford  the  pro- 
tection guaranteed  to  American  citizens  by  articles  14  and  15  of  the  treaty  of  1831. 

I  felt  It  my  duty  to  give  this  prompt  notice  of  indemnity,  not  only  because  I  deemed 
it  an  act  of  obligation  and  justice  to  the  bereaved  family,  but  because  I  was  satisfied 
it  would  have  the  effect  to  incite  the  Mexican  authorities  to  greater  diligence  and 
care  in  the  protection  of  other  Americans  similarlv  exposed,  and  in  punishing  the  per- 
sons who  participated  in  and  instigated  the  assault  at  Acapulco. 

I  beg  to  direct  your  attention  to  my  action  on  this  point,  which  I  trust  may  meet 
with  your  approval ;  and,  if  so,  I  respectfully  request  specific  instruftions  as  to  my 
future  action  in  fixing  and  enforcing  the  indemnity. 
I  am,  &.C., 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 


Mr,  Foster  to  Mr.  Fish, 

(Foreign  Relations,  1875,  p.  8G8.) 

Legation  of  the  Uxitkd  Statk.s, 

MexicOy  February  15,  1875. 

Sir  :  I  inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  communication,  dated  on  the  3d  instant,  from  Mr. 
Sutter,  consul  at  Acapulco,  with  its  accompaniment's,  giving  an  accM)unt  of  events  sub- 
sequent to  the  assault  to  w^hich  my  Nos.  237  and  241  relate,  and  of  the  state  of  public 
sentiment  in  that  community.  Your  attention  is  directed  to  the  recommendation  of 
the  consul,  that  a  United  States  naval  vessel  be  temporarily  stationed  at  that  port.  In 
view  of  the  facts  developed  in  the  interview  which  I  had  with  the  Mexican  minister 
on  the  11th  instant,  to  wnich  reference  is  hereinafter  made,  I  respectfully  suggest  that 
the  presence  of  an  American  man-of-war  would  have  a  salutary  influence  upon  the 
community  and  encourage  the  local  authorities  to  greater  firmness  and  activity  in  pun- 
ishing the  assassins.  I  also  inclose  a  copy  of  my  reply  to  the  communication  of  tk« 
consul,  dated  February  12. 

23  a 
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Ou  the  nth  iustaut  I  called  upon  Mr.  Lafragaa,  minister  of  foreign  aftairs,  and  read 
to  him  a  translation  in  Spanish  of  the  {rreater  part  of  Mr.  Sutter's  communication,  as 
well  as  a  translation  of  your  dispatch,  No.  178,  of  the  14th  of  January  last,  in  relation 
to  the  assassination  at  Ahualulco,  of  which  latter  I  left  with  him  a  copy. 

After  the  reading  was  concluded,  Mr.  Lafracua  said  to  me  th^t  the  character  of  the 
people  in  the  State  of  Guerrero  made  it  very  difficult  for  the  government  to  deal  prop- 
erly with  the  affair  at  Acapulco ;  that  it  was  very  different  from  other  parte  of  the 
republic,  such,  for  instance,  as  Guanajuato  or  Puebla,  where  the  laws  and  authority  of 
the  government  were  respected  ;  but  that  in  the  souUi  of  Mexico  the  people  were  igno- 
rant and  fanatical ;  that  the  statements  of  the  consul  just  read,  which  were  confirni- 
atory  of  the  information  received  by  the  executive,  showed  the  embarrassment  of  the 
authorities ;  neither  the  governor  nor  judges  having  sufficient  power  to  inflict  the  full 
measure  of  punishment  demanded ;  and  tnat  it  would  require  a  whole  division  of  the 
federal  army  to  do  it.  Mr.  Lafragua  asked  me  not  to  forget  the  present  politico-relig- 
ious condition  of  the  country,  the  long  struggle  which  the  liberal  party  had  carried  ou 
for  years  against  the  political  power  of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  that  the  government 
was  now  contending  against  three  hundred  years  of  prejudice  and  intolerance.  He 
acknowledged  the  justice  of  my  demand  for  the  punisnment  of  the  criminals  and  for 
the  protection  of  the  lives  and  property  of  Americans  in  Acapulco,  and  said  that 
the  government  was  doing  all  it  coula  to  secure  these  ends,  and  hoped  to  full^  vindi- 
cate the  law  and  secure  full  religious  toleration. 

In  reference  to  the  judicial  proceedings  growing  out  of  the  Ahualulco  affair,  the 
cases  were  before  the  federal  supreme  court  on  appeal,  and  not  under  the  control  of 
the  executive  department  of  the  government ;  that  he  (Mr.  Lafragua)  had  three  times 
asked  for  an  early  decision,  ana  that  he  would  again  address  the  court  upon  the 
subject. 

I  answered  the  minister  that  I  was  far  from  forgetting  the  peculiar  political  situ- 
ation of  the  country ;  that  I  had  no  disposition  to  embarrass  this  government  by 
any  factious  or  unnecessary  demands,  but  was  anxious  to  do  all  I  properly  could  to 
Mtrengthen  it  in  its  efforts  to  establish  and  maintain  a  liberal  republican  government, 
and  that  in  this  course. I  was  satisfied  I  was  representing  the  wishes  of  my  govern- 
ment ;  but  that  these  religious  massacres,  in  which  American  citizens  were  being  mur- 
dered, could  not  be  passed  over  in  silence;  that  I  was  thoroughly  convinced  that  it 
was  an  imperative  necessity  of  the  present  liberal  administration  of  Mexico,  for  its  own 
.safety  and  permanence,  to  repress  and  punish  these  outbreaks  with  a  prompt  and 
vigorous  use  of  power ;  and  that  the  lives  and  property  of  American  citizens  and  com- 
panies at  Acapulco,  according  to  the  report  of  the  consul,  confirmed  by  those  of  the 
local  authorities,  were  exposed  to  the  fury  of  a  fanatical  community,  and  it  was  for 
his  government  to  decide  whether  Mexico  or  the  United  States  would  protect  them. 

I  am  just  in  receipt  of  a  communication  from  the  consul  at  Acapulco,  a  copy  of  which 
I  inclose,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that,  up  to  the  7th  instant,  the  only  ciuprits  dis- 
covered by  the  judicial  authorities  were  the  two  wounded  assailants  left  in  possession 
of  the  officials,  who  have  since  died.  Twelve  days  have  elapsed  without  any  arrests, 
and  it  appears  that  the  consul's  prediction,  that  no  one  would  ever  be  convicted  and 
punished,  is  in  a  fair  way  to  be  realized. 
I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 


Ml',  Foster  to  Mr,  F'mh, 

(ForeignJRelations,  1875,  p.  881.) 

Legation  of  thk  United  States, 

MeJckOf  February  27 y  1875. 

Sik:  Under  date  of  the  I4tli  instant,  the  consul  at  Acapulco  reports  to  me  that  no 
action  has  been  taken  to  arrest  and  punish  the  murderers  of  the  American  citizen, 
Henry  Morris,  killed  in  the  assault  upon  the  Protestant  church  at  that  place  on  th# 
26th  ultimo.  He  states  that  the  judicial  authorities  are  powerless  to  make  arrests 
until  a  sufficient  force  of  federal  troops  are  placed  at  their  disposal,  the  State  militi«i 
sympathizing  openly  with  the  priest  (the  alleged  instigator  of  the  assault)  and  his 
party ;  that  a  large  petition  has  been  presented  to  the  governor  demanding  the  removal 
of  Protestants  from  the  municipal  council  and  their  banishment  from  the  country; 
that  the  district  judge  and  governor,  having  confessed  their  inability  to  protect  the 
native  Protestants  in  the  town  of  Acapulco,  have  been  advised  to  leave  as  speedily  as 
possible;  and,  in  a  communication  of  the  17th  instant,  the  consul  reports  that,  with 
a  few  exceptions,  the  Protestants  have  all  left,  a  number  of  them  having  takeu 
refuge  in  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  and  that  the  town  is  now  quiet.  ^ 

On  the  23d  instant,  I  received  a  note  from  Mr.  Lafragua,  in  reply  to  my  note  to  him 
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of  the  8th  instaDt  (a  copy  of  which  I  inclosed  to  you  with  my  dispatch  No.  241),  in 
which,  in  connection  with  some  reference  to  the  religions  aspects  of  the  affair  at' 
Acapulco,  he  states  that,  from  the  time  the  events  were  hrought  to  the  attention  of 
the  Mexican  Government,  it  has  heen  issaing  the  most  decisive  orders  for  the  arrest 
and  pnnishment  of  the  criminals,  and  refers  to  the  measures  which  it  has  dictated  as 
of  the  most  extraordinary  character.  He  also  alludes  to  the  omission  of  the  Protest- 
ant congregation  to  give  the  legal  notice  of  its  establishment ;  and  also  to  the  fact 
that  the  name  of  Henry  Morris,  the  murdered  American,  does  not  appear  in  the  regis- 
ter of  matriculation  of  the  Mexican  foreign  office. 

In  my  answtt:  to  Mr.  Lafragua,  under  date  of  the  25th  instant,  I  took  occasion  to 
state  explicitly  that  the  object  of  my  intervention  in  the  affair  in  question  was  on 
account  of  the  murder  of  the  American  citizen,  which  would  relieve  me  from  noticing 
the  religious  aspects  of  his  note.  In  view  of  the  report  of  the  consul  of  the  situation 
at  Acapulco  up  to  the  latest  dates  from  that  place,  I  could  not  refrain  from  expressing 
regret  that  Mr.  Lafragua  had  not  furnished  me  with  some  information  in  de^l  as  to 
the  specific  character  of  the  extraordinary  measures  dictated  by  his  government,  or  at 
least  to  have  been  informed  that  some  favorable  results  had  followed  these  measures ; 
in  which  connection  I  gave  him  some  of  the  facts  reported  to  me  by  the  consul  in  the 
communication  herewith  inclosed.  In  concluding  my  note,  I  took  occasion  to  say  that 
the  fact  that  Henry  Morris  did  not  appear  registered  in  the  foreign  office  could  not 
affect  the  case,  as  he  was  certified  to  me  by  the  consul  at  Acapulco  as  a  native  of  Bos- 
ton, Mass.,  and  as  an  American  citizen. 
I  am,  4&C., 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 


Mr,  Foster  io  Mr,  Fish, 

(Foreign  Relations,  1875,  p.  888.) 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

MexicOf  March  23,  1875. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatches  numbered  190» 
192,  and  197,  relatin|;  to  the  assault  upon  the  Protestant  church  at  Acapulco  apd  the 
murder  of  the  American  citizen,  Henry  Morris.  I  shall  endeavor  to  conform  my  action 
to  the  views  expressed  therein. 

Ton  will  allow  me  respectfully  to  suggest  that,  referring  to  your  dispatch  No.  192, 
while  Morris  did  not  come  to  his  death  *'  by  an  act  of  a  person  in  authority,''  his  mur- 
der might  have  been  prevented  had  not  the  authorities  omitted  the  precautions  neces- 
saiy  to  protect  the  church  against  the  assault,  which  I  am  informed  was  premeditated 
and  had  been  repeatedly  threatened.  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  no  judicial 
punishment  will  ever  follow  this  murder,  and  if  the  government  is  not  pecuniarily 
responsible,  it  is  probable  the  crime  will  remain  entirely  unavenged. 

The  consul  at  Acapulco  informs  me  that  nothing  has  been  done  toward  the  arrest 
or  punishment  of  the  criminals  since  my  last  dispatch  on  the  subject. 

I  called  upon  Mr.  Lafragua  to-day  to  inquire  if  the  government  had  any  further  in- 
formation upon  the  subject,  and  learned  from  him  that  it  had  not.  In  answer  to  my 
inqniry,  he  also  stated  that  no  federal  troops  had  been  sent  to  Acapulco,  and  no  further 
measures  had  been  taken  by  the  government.  Our  conversation  was  quite  lengthy, 
and  on  my  part  as  decided  as  I  felt  justified  in  making  it,  but  it  developed  no  facts  of 
importance  beyond  those  stated  in  my  previous  dispatches.  Mr.  Lafragua  stated  to 
me  that  the  reason  why  no  troops  had  been  sent  to  Acapulco  was  because  they  could 
not,  in  the  present  grave  condition  of  the  country,  be  spared  from  this  city  and  the 
central  portion  of  the  republic.  He  again  reiterated  the  determination  of  the  govern- 
ment to  do  all  that  was  possible  to  secure  the  punishment  of  the  murderers  of  Morris. 

I  did  not  in  the  conversation  hesitate  to  express  my  disappointment  at  and  disap- 
proval of  the  inaction  and  apparent  indifference  of  the  governor  of  Guerrero  and  the 
local  authorities  of  Acapulco,  and  my  well-grounded  fear  that  no  adequate  punish- 
ment would  be  inflicted  upon  the  criminals. 

The  consul  at  Acapulco  has  informed  me  of  the  arrival  at  Acapulco  of  the  United 
States  steamer  Saranac. 
I  am,  «&c., 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 
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Mr,  Fo»t^  to  Mr,  Fish, 

(Foreign  Relations,  1876,  p.  386.) 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

MexioOy  October  19,  1875. 

Sir  :  I  am  at  last  able  to  inform  yon  that  a  portion  of  the  assassins  of  the  Ameri- 
can citizen.  Rev.  John  L.  Stephens,  who  was  murdered  by  a  religions  mob  on  the  2d 
of  March,  1874,  have  been  pnnished.  • 

The  governor  of  the  State  of  Ji^lisco,  nnder  date  of  the  16th  instant,  has  telegraphed 
the  minister  of  war  that  on  that  day  ^ve  persons  were  execated  in  compliance  with 
the  sentence  which  condemned  them  to  capital  jmnishment  for  the  mnrder  of  John  L. 
Stephens  and  Jesns  Islas. 

I  am  informed,  unofficially,  that  the  trial  of  other  prisoners  charged  with  participat- 
ing in  the  mob  is  still  pending. 
I  am,  drc, 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 


CORRESPONDENCE    RELATING    TO    THE    IMPRISONMENT    OF    JOHN    JAY 

SMITH  AT  MATAMOROS,  MEXICO. 

(H.  Ex.  Doc.  31,  44th  Cong.,  2d  seas.,  pp.  2  to  36.) 
Mr.  Valh  to  Mr.  Hunter, 

Consulate  of  the  United  Statfjs  of  Aj^ierica, 

MatamaroSy  September  22,  1876. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  inform  the  Department  of  an  application  made  to  this  consulate  by- 
Mr.  John  Ja^  Smith,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  of  America,  asking  my  official  inter- 
vention against  the  alleged  illegal  treatment  indicted  upon  him  by  the  military  author- 
ities of  Matamoros,  and  my  action  in  the  premises. 

On  the  19th  instant  I  received  information  of  the  arrest  of  Mr.  Smith,  and  immedi- 
ately called  on  General  Revueltas,  the  commanding  officer  of  this  district,  with  a  view 
of  ascertaining  the  canse  of  such  arrest.  I  was  iuormed  by  the  general  that  grave 
and  serious  charges  had  been  preferred  against  Mr.  Smith,  and  that  he  would  be  tried 
according  to  the  laws  of  this  country.  I  requested  to  be  informed  of  the  nature  of  the 
charges,  and  received  the  answer  that  the  accusations  had  not  yet  been  perfected,  but 
could  rest  assured  that  I  would  be  notified  of  them  in  due  time. 

I  then  repaired  to  the  jail  and  found  Mr.  Smith  securely  locked  in  the  filthiest  dun- 
geon of  the  prison,  deprived  of  all  communication,  and  with  a  sentry  at  the  door.  I 
inquired  of  tne  jailer  by  whoso  order  the  prisoner  had  been  confined  to  that  cell,  and 
was  answered  that  by  order  of  the  president  of  the  city  council.  I  immediately  visited 
that  officer  and  remonstrated  against  the  harsh  treatment  inflicted  on  Mr.  Smith,  stat- 
ing that  I  considered  such  severity  inhuman  and  unnecessary,  and  requested  that  the 
prisoner  be  removed  to  better  quarters ;  to  all  of  which  that  officer  answered,  promis- 
ing me  that  Mr.  Smith  would  be  immediately  removed  to  a  room  in  the  municipal 
building. 

Neither  this  promise  nor  the  offer  of  General  Revueltas,  to  notify  me  of  the  charges 
against  Mr.  Smith  were  complied  with. 

On  the  2Ist  instant  Mr.  Smith  addressed  me  a  note,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  trans- 
mitted, complaining  of  the  illegal  treatment  inflicted  upon  him  by  the  military  author- 
ities of  this  city,  and  asking  my  official  intervention  in  his  behalf. 

Knowing  Mr.  Smith  to  be  an  American  citizen,  and  a  civil  officer  residing  in  Browns- 
ville, Texas,  enjoying  the  merited  reputation  of  an  upright  man,  whose  statements,  I  be- 
lieve, are  true,  and  considering  the  cnarges  against  him  flimsy  and  untenable,  I  deemed 
it  my  duty  to  immediately  transmit  his  complaint  to  General  Revueltas,  the  command- 
ing officer  of  this  district,  which  I  did  on  tbe  same  day,  addressing  to  the  general  a 
communication  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  transmitted. 

Up  to  the  present  hour  (10  o'clock  p.  m.)  I  have  received  no  answer  whatever  from 
the  general  on  the  subject,  and  am  therefore  unable  to  communicate  the  result  to  tbe 
Department,  but  will  hasten  to  do  so  as  soon  as  the  answer  referred  to  reaches  me. 
I  have,  &c., 

JOHN  F.  VALLS, 

ric€'Con$HU 
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llQcloeure.] 

Mr.  SMith  to  Mr.  FalUi. 

In  Prison, 
Matamoroa,  MexioOy  September  21, 1876. 

8iR :  I  have  the  honor  to  iDform  you  that  on  the  19th  instant,  about  3  o'clock  p.  m., 
while  paming  on  the  street  in  front  of  the  main  plaza  of  the  city  of  Matamoros,  attend- 
ing to  my  legitimate  business,  I  was  arrested  by  Mexican  police  and  incarcerated  in  a 
filthy  cell  a<Qoining  the  privies  of  the  common  jail,  and  all  communication  denied  me. 
Fortunately,  as  I  was  being  conveyed  to  prison,  a  friend  passed,  who  carried  you 
intelligence  of  my  arrest. 

By  my  request,  you  wrote,  requesting  Messrs.  Maxan  &  Russell,  attorneys  of  Browns- 
ville, to  visit  me,  who  immediately  came  to  see  me,  and,  at  the  instance  of  Cassimiro 
Castro,  vice-consul  of  Mexico  at  Brownsville,  were  permitted  to  see  me  after  dark  in 
the  cell  where  I  was  confined. 

At  the  solicitation  of  these  gentlemen,  betters  quarters  were  promised  me  by  the 
commander  of  the  plaza,  but  the  promise  was  not  kept. 

I  was  kept  all  night,  without  food  or  water,  in  the  dark  and  filthy  cell — filthy  and 
disagreeable  with  the  stench  from  the  common  jail  on  one  side  and  privies  on  the 
other. 

The  furniture  of  the  cell  consisted  of  one  pine  chair,  and  the  vermin  were  creeping 
over  the  rough  wooden  block  pavement,  among  which  I  had  to  sleep. 

On  the  morning  of  the  20tb,  at  the  urgent  solicitation  of  my  lawyers,  Messrs.  Maxan 
&  Russell,  I  was  removed  to  more  pleasant  quarters. 

About  noon  of  same  day  an  officer  of  the  Mexican  army  came  to  me  stating  he  acted 
ill  the  capacity  of  judge,  and  wished  to  take  my  statement.  I  asked  that  my  counsel 
be  present,  which  was  denied  me.  I  asked  that  an  interpreter  whom  I  knew  should  be 
present,  as  I  do  not  understand  Spanish,  which  was  also  refased.  Questions  were 
asked  me,  and  I  answered ;  and  my  answers,  or  what  purported  to  be  my  answers, 
were  written  down  in  Spanish,  through  an  interpreter  in  whose  selection  I  had  no  voice, 
and  who,  I  understand,  is  an  employ^  of  the  Mexican  government.  1  do  not  know,  and 
have  no  means  of  knowing,  if  my  answers  were  correctly  written.  I  was  required  to 
sign  the  same,  and  was  also  required  to  sign  that  I  was  legally  arrested,  which  I  refused 
to  do,  but  was  informed  that  I  would  be  compelled,  when  1  stated  I  would  sign  and 
did  so  sign  under  written  protest. 

I  was  informed  by  the  judge  that  I  was  accused  of  being  a  spy  for  General  Cortina, 
and  that  I  sold  him  arms,  horses,  &c. ;  that  I  had  inspected  the  fortifications  of  Mata- 
moros, and  reported  their  nature  and  condition  to  the  revolutionists. 

I  deny  indignantly  the  charge  of  being  a  spy,  without  in  any  manner  admitting,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  denying  any  transa<;tioti  with  General  Cortina. 

1  deny  the  right  of  any  Mexican  authority  to  inquire  into  acts  1  may  have  done  in 
mv  own  countrv. 

As  to  inspecting  the  fortifications  and  reporting  them  to  General  Cortina,  the  whole 
is  a  fabrication,  and  the  charge  assumes  a  ridiculous  phase  to  any  one  who  knows  that 
t>his  city  is  not  a  closed  plaza,  but  is  open  to  entry  to  every  one.  I  cannot  conceive 
that  General  Cortina  could  need  any  spies  to  tell  him  the  condition  of  the  line  of 
defense,  when  he  and  his  officers  must  be  as  familiar  with  them  as  the  troops  who  man 
the  fortifications.  Besides,  I  do  not  speak  the  Spanish  language,  and  if  General  Cortina 
nee<led  any  spies  he  could  find  hunareds  of  Mexican  women  and  men  to  do  him  the 
services  in  that  line  which  I  certainly,  if  I  would,  could  not. 

The  gates  of  Matamoros  across  the  line  of  forts,  and  the  public  ferry  between  that 
city  and  Brownsville,  are  open  to  all  comers  alike,  and  the  only  restriction  is  that 
parties  leaving  Matamoros  shall  obtain  a  passport  to  recross  the  lines  of  the  ferry  to 
the  United  States.  This  measure  seems  principally  to  be  to  prevent  desertions  from 
the  garrison.  Even  then  I  am  informed  that  the  guard  do  not  identify  the  person,  or 
in  all  cases  examine  the  passports.  The  whole  line  of  the  fortifications  is  open  to  the 
view  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  who  come  and  go  in  and  out  of  the  same  con- 
stantly. Besides,  there  are  perfect  and  minute  maps  of  the  city  and  its  fortifications, 
made  by  a  civil  engineer,  printed  in  Paris  and  hung  in  the  public  places  of  this  town 
and  Brownsville,  and  for  sale  in  any  quantities  desired.  So  that  the  whole  charge  ^ 
about  my  spying  and  reporting  the  defense  is  so  absurd,  that  I  can  only  believe  that 
1  am  being  persecuted  with  a  view  to  threaten  or  take  my  life  at  the  instigation  of  my 
personal  enemies. 

1  have  never,  since  the  declaration  of  martial  law,  been  near  the  fortifications  but 
once,  and  that  was  at  the  urgent  solicitation,  on  the  street,  of  an  officer  of  the  Mexi- 
can garrrison,  named  Nnfiez,  who  invited  William  £.  Garland,  United  States  deputy 
marshal,  and  myself,  both  residents  of  Brownsville,  to  visit  them.  I  did  not  wish  to 
go,  and  so  stated,  as  I  had  come  over  into  the  city  on  private  business,  but  on  his  still 
pressing  us,  we  consented,  and  spent  a  few  minutes  in  conversatlou  \\^^\  \>afe  Xvksri  <a>V 
forts. 
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That  i8  all  that  happened,  and  this  is  made  the  basis  for  the  charge  of  inspecting 
the  fortifications. 

It  looks  to  me  very  mnch  as  if  that  officer  may  have  been  an  emissary  sent  to  trap 
me  into  that  visit,  to  serve  as  a  pretext  for  the  accusation  of  being  a  spy.  My  occu- 
pation is  that  of  a  depaty  inspector  of  hides  and  animals  for  Cameron  County,  Tex., 
and  mv  duties  brins  me  over  to  Matamoros  frequently  in  the  collection  of  bills,  &c., 
from  shippers  of  hides  from  this  city  through  Brownsville.  I  sometimes  deal  in  the 
purchase  and  sale  of  animals  in  Texas,  when  occasions  offer. 

I  have  no  military  or  civil  connection  with  the  revolutionists  in  any  capacity  what- 
ever. 

I  am  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  born  in  the  State  of  New  York.  I  served  in  the 
Union  Army  during  the  whole  of  the  late  rebellion,  and  held  the  rank  of  captain  of 
United  States  volunteers. 

I  claim  from  you,  as  the  United  States  vice-consul,  protection  against  the  outrage 
committed  on  my  person,  and  against  the  oppression  of  which  I  am  the  victim.  From 
personal  causes,  I  leel  assured  that  I  can  get  no  relief  either  in  the  form  of  official  inter- 
position or  of  good  offices  from  the  military  commander  of  Fort  Brown,  and  I  have  no 
hope  of  receiving  any  from  the  naval  authorities  here  of  my  country. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  I  request  your  interposition  against  the  violent  proceedings 
I  am  subject  to  before  the  court-martial,  which  I  understand  is  organized  to  try  me 
summarily,  as  if  I  was  subject  to  the  rules  and  articles  of  war.  I  also  request  that 
you  lay  my  case  without  delay  before  the  Government  at  Washington,  using  the  tele- 
graph for  that  purpose,  and  that  you  ask  its  interference  at  once,  as  I  consider  my  life 
in  the  hands  of  a  combination  of  men  who  I  believe  would  not  hesitate  to  see  me  sac- 
rificed to  their  spite  or  their  resentments  or  their  prospects  of  gain.  Claiming  your 
immediate  attention  in  my  case, 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  JAY  SMITH. 


3/r.  ValU  to  Mr,  Hunter, 

Consulate  of  tiie  United  States  of  America, 

Matamoros,  Septeniber.  24,  1870. 

Sir:  Respectfully  referring  the  department  to  my  dispatch  No.  251,  under  date  of 
the  22d  instant,  relating  to  the  arrest  and  detention  of  Mr.  John  Jay  Smith  by  the 
military  authorities  of  this  city,  I  have  now  the  honor  of  bringing  to  your  knowledge 
the  further  steps  which  I  have  deemed  it  my  duty  to  take  in  the  premises. 

On  the  morning  of  the  22d  instant  Messrs.  Maxan  &  Russell,  counsel  for  Mr.  Smith, 
lodged  in  this  consulate  a  written  complaint,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  transmitted, 
and  to  which  I  respectfully  ask  your  attention,  in  which  they  assert  that  the  prooaed- 
ings  against  their  client  are  contrary  to  Mexican  law,  and  that  his  rights  have  been 
violate  by  the  military  authorities  of  this  city. 

Their  statements  appeared  to  me  so  strange  and  incredible  that  I  at  once  decided  to 
personally  examine  the  matter,  with  a  view  of  ascertaining  whether  their  assertions 
were  founded  on  facts. 

For  that  purpose  I  immediately  called  on  General  Revueltas,  and  after  submitting 
to  him  the  complaint  of  the  lawyers,  respectfully  asked  the  permission  to  see  the 
charges  preferred  against  Mr.  Smith,  and  to  see  the  written  record  in  his  case.  To  my 
surprise  the  general  at  once  refused  the  permission,  stating  that  it  was  contrary  to 
Mexican  law  that  I  should  see  the  record. 

I  then  immediately  repaired  to  this  office  and  addressed  to  General  Revueltas  a  com- 
munication, a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  transmitted,  officially  demanding  the  privi- 
lege of  informing  myself  of  all  matters  relating  to  the  trial  of  Mr.  Smith. 

On  the  ensuing  day,  the  23d  instant,  not  having  received  from  the  general  command- 
ing any  answer  to  my  two  previous  communications,  nor  any  message  whatsoever  in 
relation  to  the  pressing  demands  I  had  made  in  a  case  I  considered  urgent,  and  Justly 
feeling  indignant  at  this  mark  of  discourtesy  to  my  official  position,  and  of  contempt 
to  the  government  I  have  the  honor  of  representing,  I  deemed  it  necessary  to  address 
.General  Revueltas  a  note,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  transmitted,  in  which  I  em- 
bodied in  brief  the  statements  of  the  counsel  for  Mr.  Smith,  and  complained  of  the 
discourtesy  shown  to  my  official  position,  and  notified  the  general  that  I  would,  with  - 
out  further  dola^,  pursue  such  a  course  as  my  judgment  prompted  for  the  vindication 
of  the  dignity  ot  my  country,  and  the  release  of  un  American  citizen  who  had  appUe^l 
to  me  in  behalf  of  his  liberty. 

Several  hours  elapsed,  and  this  letter,  like  all  the  previous  ones,  w^as  totally  disre- 
garded. Finding  that  my  communications  and  appeals  were  not  complied  with,  or 
even  heeded,  and  becoming  convinced  of  my  impotency  to  afford  Mr.  Smith  the  pro- 
tection to  which  I  firmly  believe  him  entitled,  I  deemed  it  my  duty  to  immediately 
call  for  the  co-operation  of  the  naval  force  of  the  United  States  now  stationed  at  this 
port.     In  doing  so  I  addressed  to  Lieut.  Commander  II.  L.  Johnson,  Unit-ed  States 
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Navy,  commandiof^  United  States  ship  Rio  Bravo,  a  communioatiou,  a  copy  of  which 
is  herewith  trausmitted ;  and,  in  order  that  that  officer  miffht  he  f ally  informed  on 
the  suhject,  I  inclosed  him  copies  of  all  the  correspondence  relating  to  the  case. 

The  serious  phase  which  the  case  has  assnmed  has  prohably  iudaced  Commander 
Johnson  to  delay  addressing  an  answer  to  my  commanication,  which  was  handed  to 
him  yesterday;  bat  desiring  to  communicate  to  the  department  without  delay  all  the 
correspondence  relating  to  this  affair,  I  have  deemed  best  to  avail  myself  at  once  of 
the  northern  mail  which  closes  early  in  the  morning.  ■ 
I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  F.  VALLS, 

Jlce-ConsuU 


[luoloBure.] 

Afr,  Russell  to  Mr,  J'alls. 

Matamoros,  Septemlcr  22,  1876—11  o^clock  a.  m. 

Sir  :  We  have  the  honor  to  lodge  before  you  a  complaint,  as  counsel  of  record  for  the 
American  citizen,  John  J.  Smith,  who  is  now  imprisoned  by  the  military  authorities  of 
this  city  upon  the  charge  of  being  a  spy  for  the  insurgents  against  the  Mexican  gov- 
ernment, and  of  having  sold  them  arms  and  ammunition,  &c. 

Our  client  was  notified  this  morning  at  10  o'clock  to  name  the  counsel  he  wished  to 
defend  him,  and  he  designated  us  for  that  purpose. 

To  our  utter  surprise,  after  we  had  been  so  appointed  and  had  accepted  the  duty  as 
such,  requested  by  Mr.  Smith,  we  were  informed  by  the  fiscal,  Lieut.  Francisco  Guer- 
rero, adjutant,  &.c.,  that  he  could  not  let  us  see  the  record  or  any  of  the  written  pro- 
ceedings against  our  unfortunate  client  without  consulting  first  with  General  Revuel- 
tas.  ^d  m  the  course  of  the  discussion  arising  thereon  he  informed  us  that  he  took 
no  step  without  previous  conference  with  said  general.  As  this  superior  officer,  in  the 
end,  may  have  to  revise  the  proceedings  of  the  cause  against  Mr.  Smith,  his  personal 
interference  or  supervision  of  every  act  of  procedure  at  this  stage  of  the  cose  seemed 
to  us  a  violation  of  the  rights  of  our  client. 

Subsequently,  however,  and  upon  the  consultation  with  the  general,  the  fiscal  stated 
to  us  that  without  allowing  us  to  take  the  record  we  could  rei^  the  same  in  his  office. 

Upon  inspection  of  the  proceedings  we  found  that  the  order  of  commitment  (form/tl 
auto,  or  auto  motivado  deprision)  had  been  notified  to  our  client  on  the  20th  instant;  and 
in  contravention  of  express  law  (the  act  of  1869),  nearly  three  dftys  had  elapsed  before 
he  was  allowed  counsel,  and  the  proceedings  against  him  made  public,  as  he  had  a  right 
to.  So  that  this  illegal  delay  became  an  aggravation  of  the  inhuman  treatment  he  has 
alreadv  received,  and  postponed,  evidently  with  a  purpose,  the  intervention  of  his  coun- 
sel in  his  behalf. 

The  result  of  our  examination  of  the  record  discloses  that  there  is  not  one  particle 
of  evidence,  we  say  not  one  shred  of  evidence  of  any  kind,  to  justify  his  incarceration, 
or  even  to  have  caused  his  arrest.  We  assert  this,  not  only  on  our  professional  honor, 
but  as  gentlemen. 

Such  an  astounding  discovery  of  the  result  of  the  tenebrous  proceedings  against  our 
client  causes  us  to  claim,  in  the  name  of  our  country,  to  which  both  ourselves  and  our 
client  belong,  that  you  call  upon  the  general  commanding,  who  seems  to  be  conduct- 
ing this  prosecution  through  his  suborainate,  and  request  an  inspection  of  the  record 
as  it  stands,  so  that  you  may  yourself  become  satisfied  of  the  fact  that  an  American 
citizen  has  been  suddenly  arrested  and  cast  into  a  dungeon  without,  first,  any  order 
appearing  in  the  record  for  his  arrest ;  second,  without  its  appearing  on  the  record  who 
arrested  him  ;  third,  without  its  appearing  by  what  authority  the  jailer  confined  him 
to  the  black-hole  in  which  he  was  cast;  fourth,  without  its  appearing  that  any  initia- 
tory affidavit  or  "  t  n/or  w  acton"  existed  as  required  bylaw;  fifth,  without  any  other 
or  further  cause,  reason,  or  excuse  than  the  fact  that  one  Cassimiro  Castro,  who  calls 
himself  the  Mexican  vice-consul  at  Brownsville,  reported  by  private  letter  to  General 
Kevueltas  his  impressions  and  hearsay  gossip  and  vague,  indefinite,  and  unfounded 
statements  as  to  the  conduct  of  our  client  in  his  own  native  land,  unsworn  to  and  with- 
out i^ny  circumstances  of  time,  place,  or  persons. 

Therefore  we  repeat,  in  the  solemn  indignation  of  this  moment,  that  you  proceed  to 
examine  the  record,  and  that  if  yon  find,  as  you  must,  that  our  statements  are  true  (and 
so  strange  as  to  be  hardly  believed),  you  will  insist  again  for  the  release  of  our  client 
and  the  redress  which  he  deserves  at  the  hands  of  the  authorities  who  are  guilty  of  tin* 
outrages  he  has  suffered. 

We  j>re,  sir,  vonr  obedient  servants, 

NESTOR  MAX  AN, 
WM.  H.  RUSSELL, 
C  tuthsel  for  the  Dcfduhi  n '. 
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Mr.  Hnnier  to  Mr,  Eichardwn. 

DSPARTMKXT  OK  STiLTB, 

Washingtofkf  September  26,  1876. 

Sir  :  I  iuoloee  a  copy  of  two  telegrams  of  the  2Sd  inslauit  to  Bir.  Wilaon,  the  ooqsqI 
at  Matamoroft,  who  in  now  absent  on  leave,  and  one  of  the  25th  ioetant  to  tlie  depart- 
ment, all  from  the  yioe-oonsnl  at  that  phice,  and  relating  to  the  arrest  by  General 
Revaeltas  of  John  Jay  Smith  npon  tlie  charge  of  being  a  spy,  and  of  having  sold  mnni- 
tions  of  war  to  the  Mexican  insurgents.  A  copy  of  the  telegram  of  the  department  c»f 
this  date  to  you  on  the  subject  is  also  inclosed.  According  to  the  last  accounts  from 
that  qoarter,  the  hold  of  the  federal  government  on  Matamoros  was  in  peril.  This 
may  nave  naturally  disposed  the  general  in  command  to  suspicion,  and  to  the  exercise 
of  arbitrarv  acts  as  its  result.  Proceedings  of  the  kind  are  not  uncommon  on  such 
occasions,  but,  as  the  vice-consul  remarks,  the  charges  in  this  instance  seem  to  be  ab- 
surd on  their  lace.  As  to  that  of  beiuz  a  spy,  it  is  alleged  that  the  defenses  there  are 
open  to  the  inspection  of  every  one.  The  char^  of  having  sold  war  material  to  the 
Cortinas  party  is  equally  irrelevant.  The  sale,  if  any  took  place,  is  said  to  have  been 
made  at  Brownsville.  Mexican  authority,  under  either  their  municipal  law  or  under 
the  law  of  nations,  cannot  reasonably,  it  is  supposed,  authorize  the  arrest  and  imprison- 
ment for  such  an  act  of  a  person  who  may  chance  to  be  found  on  their  territory. 

It  is  also  alleged  that  Mr.  Castro,  the  consul  of  Mexico  at  Brownsville,  wan  the  in- 
former in  this  instance.  If  this  be  so,  he  exceeded  the  functions  for  which  he  was 
recognized  in  that  character. 

If  not  too  late  when  this  instruction  shall  arrive  at  the  legation,  you  will  follow  up 
the  telegram  to  yon  on  the  subject,  by  presenting  it  to  the  minister  for  foreign  afiairH 
in  a  way  which  will  make  him  sensible  that  we  are  anxious  in  regard  to  it,  and  expect 
such  explanations  as  will  bo  consonant  with  a  disposition  to  preserve  friendly  relations 
with  the  United  Statef^. 
I  am,  &:c., 

W.  HUNTER, 
Actinff  A^rrttarif. 


Mr.  Fhk  to  Mr,  Wilnoit. 

Department  of  State, 

IJ^ashingtoUj  (>f<o6er  *.50,  1876. 

Sir  :  You  are  awuro  of  the  arrest  of  Mr.  John  Jay  Smith,  pursuant  to  orders  from 
General  Revneltas,  at  Matamoros,  where,  it  is  understood,  he  is  still  imprisoned.  The 
department,  on  being  apprised  of  the  arrest  by  Mr.  Vails,  the  vice-consul,  at  once  tel- 
egraphed to  and  instructed  Mr.  Richardson,  the  chargiS  d'aHaires  at  Mexico,  to  apply 
to  that  government,  in  order  that  no  hasty  or  inconsiderate  step  might  be  taken  in 
the  case.  Mr.  Richardson  made  application  accordingly,  and  the  reply  of  the  minister 
for  foreign  affairs  maybe  regarded  as  favorable.  Mr.  Smith,  however,  is  naturally 
impatient  at  his  continued  restraint.  This  has  led  him  to  address  a  letter  to  the  de- 
partment upon  the  subject,  which  has  been  tele^aphed  to  the  newspapers  for  publica- 
tion before  the  original  has  reached  here.  It  is  presumed  that  he  may  not  be  fully 
aware  of  the  impi*opriety  of  his  course.  If,  however,  on  reaching  Matamoros,  you 
should  lind  him  still  in  confinement,  you  will  do  anything  which  you  properly  can  to- 
ward mitigating  the  hardships  which  it  is  presumed  are  inseparable  from  imprisonment 
there,  and  toward  hastening  his  release.  A  fnll  and  dispsissionate  report  of  all  the 
facts  in  the  case  would  also  be  acceptable. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


Mr.   IVihon  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

[TcIei^ram.J 

Matamoros,  via  Brownsville,  Tkx., 

November  17, 1876. 

After  full  inquiry  am  thoroughly  convinced  that  .John  Jay  Smith  is  wrongfully  and 
illegally  held;  have  consulted  with  Lieutenant-Commander  Johnson,  wno  recom- 
mended that  a  prompt  and  energetic  demand  be  made  for  Smith's  release,  which  has 
so  far  been  treated  by  General  Revueltas  with  indifference.  I  earnestly  request  that 
Lieutenant-Commander  Johnson  be  instnicted  to  use  all  means  within  his  power  con- 
sistent with  section  2001  Revised  Statutes  to  effect  Smith's  release,  as  his  continued 
imprisonment  is  deemed  by  Lieutenant-Commander  Johnson  and  myself  as  a  gross  in- 
justice to  Smith  and  an  indignity  to  the  United  States. 

THOS.  F.  WILSON, 

Consul. 
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M'.  miBon  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

[Tclegrair.l 

Matamokos,  via  Browxsviixe,  Tex., 

November  18, 1876. 

Yesterday  evoniug  it  was  uaderstood  Smith's  case  liad  been  lelerzed  to  federal 
jadge,  who  decided  there  was  no  cause  for  holding  him ;  to-day  he  was  recommitted 
to  a  dark  cell,  it  is  rumored,  on  new  charges,  and  communication  with  him  prohibited. 

THOS.  F.  WILSON, 

COHJiHl. 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr.  WUaon. 

Department  of  State, 

Washing t4)nf  November  18,  1676. 

Siu :  Your  telegram  of  yesterday,  in  regard  to  the  case  of  Mr.  John  Jay  Smith,  has 
l>een  received.  The  Department  has  again  instructed  the  legation  at  Mexico,  and  writ- 
ten to  Mr.  Mariscal  here  on  the  subject.  This,  it  is  believed,  is  all  that  can,  at  present, 
properly  be  done.  The  passage  in  the  Revised  Statutes  to  which  you  refer  is  not  re- 
garded as  applicable  to  the  case,  as,  pursuant  to  that  provision  itself,  the  President  is 
not  authorized  to  employ  an  act  of  war  towards  obtaining  the  release  of  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States  imprisoned  in  a  foreign  country.  If  the  military  or  naval  force  of 
this  government  in  tnat  quarter  were  to  move  for  the  release  of  Smith,  it  might  bo 
difficult  to  deny  that  this  would  be  an  act  of  war. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HUNTER, 
Second  Amatant  Secretary. 


Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Marincal. 

Department  of  State, 

fVaahington,  November  18,  1876. 

Sir  :  This  department  ha.s  received  urgent  complaints  in  regard  to  the  imprisonment 
by  tht)  military  authorities  at  Matamoros  of  John  J.  Smith,  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States.  It  is  understood  that  he  was  arrested  upon  the  charge  of  being  a  spy.  With- 
out wishing  to  interfere  with  the  functions  of  the  tribunal  whose  province  it  may  be 
to  examine  the  charge,  it  is  particularly  desirable  that  there  should  be  no  delay  which 
can  be  avoided  in  disposing  of  the  case,  especially  as  the  health  of  the  prisoner  is  rep- 
resented to  be  delicate.  I  will  consequently  thank  you  to  move  the  proper  authorities, 
particularly  jthose  at  Matamoros,  on  the  subject. 
I  avail  myself,  &c., 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


Mr.  Fiffh  to  Mr.  Foster. 

Department  of  State, 

fVaahingtonj  November  18, 1876. 

Sir  :  I  transmit  a  copy  of  a  telegram  to  the  department,  of  the  17th  instant,  from 
Mr.  Wilson,  the  consul  at  Matamoros,  relative  to  the  case  of  John  Jay  Smith,  impris- 
oned by  order  of  the  military  authorities  there.  This  was  the  subject  of  the  instrnc- 
tion  to  Mr.  Richardson  of  the  26th  September,  No.  337.  The  minister  for  foreign  aflairs, 
in  answer  to  his  application  in  the  matter,  said  that  the  authorities  at  >&tamoros 
would  be  urged  to  dispose  of  the  case.  From  the  length  of  time  which  has  since 
elapsed,  it  is  feared  that  orders  from  the  capital  have  either  not  reached  Matamoros  or 
have  been  disregarded  there.  You  will  consequently  make  farther  inquiries  at  the 
foreign  oflice.  It  is  apparent  from  the  tenor  of  the  letters  of  Smith  and  his  friends, 
that  a  sense  of  injury  is  harbored  by  his  continued  imprisonment.  It  is  ooaseqaently 
desired  that  the  subjeet  should  l>e  disposed  of  without  any  delay  which  can  be  avoided. 
I  am,  &c., 

HAMILTON  FISH. 
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Mr,  mison  to  Mr,  Hwnier, 

[Telegram.] 
COXSUU^TK   OF  THE   UNITED   STATES  OF  AMERICA, 

MatamoroSf  Xoremher  19,  18T6. 

Replacing  Smith  in  dark  cell  has  increased  excitement  and  indignation  previously 
existing  on  frontier.  Tliere  are  no  new  charges  asainst  him.  He  is  apparently  held 
as  a  measore  of  intimidating  Texans  from  sympathizing  or  holding  intercourse  with 
Mexican  revolntionary  refugees  in  Texas. 

THOMAS  F.  WILSON, 


Mr.  li'ihon  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

Mntamoronj  yocem1)tr  iJO,  l"??!!. 

Sir:  Referring  to  the  communication  from  the  department  under  date  of  the  .'U)th 
October  last,  handed  to  me  in  Washington,  relative  to  the  arrest  of  John  Jay  Smith  iu 
this  city  by  order  of  General  Itevueltaa,  the  military  commander,  I  have  now  to  sub- 
mit all  the  information  relating  thereto  which  I  have  been  able  to  obtain,  and  to  re- 
port such  action  as  has  been  taken  in  the  case. 

On  reaching  Brazos  de  Santiago,  Tex.,  thirty  miles  distant  from  Matamoro.s,  I 
found  several  gentlemen  from  Brownsville,  who  at  once  approached  me  in  regard  to 
the  case  of  Mr.  Smith,  and  stated  that  it  had  created  a  very  great  deal  of  excitement 
and  interest  on  the  frontier,  as  he  was  l>elieved  to  be  innocent  of  any  ofiense  against 
the  laws  of  Mexico ;  and  that  if  he  could  be  arrested  iu  the  streets  of  Matamoros  and 
thrust  into  prison,  and  denied  a  trial  for  two  months,  that  no  person  was  safe  in  visit- 
ing that  city,  and  that  many  persons  residing  in  Brownsville  were  afraid  to  go  to  Mat- 
amoros  on  their  usual  avocations. 

Immediately  after  my  arrival  in  this  city  I  called  at  the  prison  and  informed  Mr. 
Smith  of  the  instructions  which  I  had  received  from  the  department  in  regard  to  him, 
and  assured  him  of  whatever  assistance  I  could  properly  render  him,  and  asked  him 
for  a  full  statement  of  all  the  facts  in  his  case,  whicn  he  promptly  sent  to  me  through 
his  attorneys,  Messrs.  Russell  &  Maxan,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  inclosed ;  and  they 
accompanied  it  with  a  letter  of  their  own,  a*  copy  of  which  is  herewith  inclosed,  in 
which  they  corroborate  Smith's  statement,  so  far  as  regards  the  pretended  proceedings 
and  records  in  his  case.  A  copy  of  my  reply  to  Mr.  Smith  is  herewith  inclosed,  in  which 
I  assured  him  of  my  desire  to  afford  him  any  assistance  in  my  power. 

My  first  intention  in  receiving  the  statement  from  Mr.  Smith  was  to  call  personally 
on  General  Revueltas  and  endeavor  to  make  some  arrangement  whei*eby  Smith  could 
be  released.  Several  of  my  friends,  however,  who  seemed  to  understand  the  motives 
apparently  iniiuencing  General  Revueltas  in  the  case,  advised  me  not  to  do  so,  as  it 
would  doubtless  be  of  no  avail,  as  he  was  predisposed  against  my  interposition  iii  the 
matter  on  account  of  newspaper  articles,  which  had  previously  appeared,  and  street 
rumors  that  when  I  arrived  Smith  would  be  released,  or  that  tlic  port  would  be  closed 
by  the  gun-boat  Rio  Bravo. 

In  order  to  allay,  if  possible,  this  feeling  on  the  part  of  General  Revueltas,  if  it  act- 
ually existed,  before  informing  him  officially  of  my  return,  I  asked  General  de  la  Barra, 
the  collector  of  tins  port;  John  L.  Haynes,  the  collector  of  the  port  of  Brownsville, 
Tex.;  CasLmiro  Castro,  the  acting  Mexican  vice-consul  in  Brownsville;  Mr.  Julius 
Eversmann,  the  consul  of  the  German  Empire  in  this  city,  and  Lieutenant-Commander 
Johnson,  of  the  gun-boat  Rio  Bravo,  all  of  whom  are  on  friendly  terms  with  General 
Revueltas,  to  call  on  him  and  use  their  good  offices  in  behalf  of  Smith. 

Each  of  these  gentlemen  subseriueutly  informed  me  that  they  had  done  so  without 
effect. 

I  had  previously  addressed  a  letter,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  inclosed,  to  Lieuten- 
ant-Commander Johnson,  inclosing  a  copy  of  Smith's  statement,  together  with  a  copy 
of  the  instructions  received  by  me  from  the  department  in  the  case,  and  asked  him  to 
furnish  me  with  any  information  in  regard  to  the  affair  in  his  possession,  and  what  ac- 
tion, in  his  opinion,  should  be  taken  to  secure  Smith's  release. 

I  have  to  inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Johnson's  reply,  in 
which  he  states  that  he  is  convinced  that  there  is  no  reasonable  proof  that  Smith  is 
guilty  of  any  offense  for  which  he  could  be  held  to  account  by  the  Mexican  Govern- 
ment, and  recommended  that  a  demand  be  made  to  General  Revueltas  for  his  release. 

Whereupon  I  addressed  a  communication,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  inclosed,  to 
Genera]  Revueltas,  transmitting  a  copy  of  Smith's  statement,  together  with  a  copy  of 
Lieutenant-Commander  Johnson's  letter  to  me  in  regard  to  the  case,  and  expres.ved  the 
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earnest  hope  that  he  would  find  the  statements  so  in  accord  with  the  facts  as  to  war- 
rant him  in  ordering  Smith's  immediate  discharge. 

Although  my  letter  to  General  Revueltas  was  written  on  the  14th,  and  delivered  to 
him  on  the  15th,  and,  as  will  be  seen,  is  conohed  in  the  most  respectfal  terms,  yet  up 
to  the  17th  I  had  not  received  a  reply  to  it,  and  as  there  appeared  to  be  no  prospect  of 
Smith  being  tried  or  released  by  any  appeal  to  Qeneral  Revueltas  on  my  part,  and  in 
view  of  the  gross  injustice  and  hardship  of  the  case,  after  consultation  with  Lieuten- 
ant-Commander Johnson,  it  was  deemed  proper  to  inform  the  department  by  teleg^ph 
(a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  inclosed)  of  the  facts,  and  to  request  that  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Johnson  be  instructed  to  use  all  the  means  in  his  power,  consistent  with 
section  2001  Revised  Statutes,  to  effect  Smith's  release.  Lieutenant-Conmiander  John- 
son telegraphed  at  the  same  time  to  the  Navy  Department  to  the  same  effect.  As 
neither  Lieutenant-Commander  Johnson  nor  myself,  up  to  the  present  time,  have  re- 
ceived a  reply  to  either  of  these  telegrams,  no  measures  have  been  taken  to  enforce  the 
release  of  Smith,  and  nothing  has  thus  far  been  accomplished  to  his  benefit. 

On  the  evening  of  the  17th  instant  it  was  understood  that  Smith's  case  had  been  re- 
ferred by  the  military  authorities  to  the  fedcJVal  judge,  who  had  decided  that  there  was 
no  cause  to  hold  him.  To  my  surprise,  however,  on  the  18th  instant,  instead  of  Smith 
being  released,  he  was  taken  from  an  outer  cell  which  he  had  been  allowed  to  occupy 
for  some  weeks  previous  and  recommitted  to  a  dark  cell,  and  communication  with  him 
prohibited,  even  to  his  counsel,  except  by  their  first  applying  to  the  jud^e-advocate 
for  permission,  and  being  accompanied  by  him,  and  the  interview  held  in  his  presence. 

I  at  once  informed  the  department  by  telegraph  (a  eopy  of  which  is  herewith  in- 
closed) of  this  unexpected  action  in  the  case,  and  that  it  was  rumored  that  new  charges 
had  been  preferred  against  Smith.  As  I  learned  the  next  day  that  new  charges  had 
not  been  preferred,  I  informed  ,the  department  by  telegraph  (a  copy  of  which  is  here- 
with inclosed)  of  the  fact. 

Subse<}uentiy  I  received  a  communication  from  General  Revueltas  (a  copy  of  which 
is  herewith  inclosed),  dated  the  18th,  and  delivered  to  me  about  dark  on  the  19th,  in 
which  he  states  that  the  case  of  Smith  has  been  and  will  be  proceeded  with  according 
to  Mexican  law,  which  is  in  direct  conflict  with  the  statements  of  Smith  and  his 
counsel,  Messrs.  Russell  &,  Maxan,  and,  in  my  opinion,  with  the  facts,  as  he  has  cer- 
tainly not  been  allowed  a  speedy  trial,  which  the  law  provides. 

So  far  as  I  can  learn.  General  Revneltas's  action  is  prompted  by  a  desire  to  intimi- 
date Texans  from  sympathizing  or  holding  intercourse  with  Mexican  revolutionary 
refugees  in  Texas. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  General  Revueltas,  in  a  letter  under  date  of  the  24th  of  Sep- 
tember last  (a  copy  of  which  has  heretofore  been  transmitted  to  the  department), 
denied  the  vice-consul,  Mr.  Vails,  the  privilege  of  seeiuff  the  records  in  Smith's  case, 
alleging  that  it  would  be  an  infraction  of  the  Mexican  Taw,  I  have  been  unable  to  ob- 
tain a  copy  of  the  proceedings  for  transmission  to  the  department.  I  trust,  however, 
that  Smith's  statement,  supported  as  it  is  by  his  counsel,  together  with  the  statement 
of  Lieutenant-Commander  Johnson,  taken  in  connection  with  what  the  vice-consul, 
Mr.  Vails,  has  heretofore  transmitted  to  the  department  on  the  subject,  and  the  long 
delay  in  allowing  Smith  even  the  semblance  of  a  trial,  will  fully  satisfy  the  depart- 
ment that  he  is  entitled  to  the  interposition  of  the  government  in  his  behalf. 

This  case  has  created  more  excitement  and  enlisted  greater  general  interest  than 
anything  that  has  occurred  here  duiing  the  six  years  I  have  been  m  charge  of  this  cou- 
snlate.  This  has  not  been  on  account  of  the  personal  influence  or  the  social  standing 
of  Mr.  Smith,  but  solely  because  the  treatment  to  which  he  has  been  subjected  has 
been  regarded  by  almost  the  entire  community  as  wholly  unwarranted,  and  not  only 
an  injustice  to  Smith,  but  as  a  menace  to  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  other  nation- 
alities, which,  if  permitted  to  pass  without  some  speedy  redress,  will  establish  a  pre- 
cedent exceedingly  dangerous  to  the  s^ety  of  every  foreigner  engaged  in  traffic  with 
this  section  of  Mexico ;  and  it  is  therefore  generally  expected  that  this  case  will  re- 
ceive the  prompt  interposition  of  the  government.  * 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  F.  WILSON. 


[Inclosure  l.J 
McMHtH.  Mdjcan  tj-  ItuHftcIIy  counsel  of  Captain  Smith,  to  Mr.  IVilson. 

Matamoros,  Mexico,  Xocember  14,  ld7G. 

Sir:  Wc,  as  the  counsel  of  Capt.  tFobn  J.  Smithy  an  American  now  confiued  in  the 
prison  of  this  city,  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  him  to 
yourself. 

The  case  of  Mr.  Smith  we  regard  as  one*  of  great  outrage,  and  should^elicit  the  warm- 
est sympathy  of  every  American  who  is  in  the  least  jealous  of  the  honor  of  his  country. 
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The  statements  in  the  iaolosed  oommnuicfttion  referring  to  the  record  and  aay  fie- 
tended  proceedings  against  Captain  Smith,  during  his  lon^  and  harsh  imprisomoeot, 
«are  entirely  correct,  and  with  confidence  that  they  will  receive  at  your  hands  due  atten- 
tion we  commend  the  same  to  yonr  early  oonaidei:ation. 

We  have  the  honor  to  remain.  sii\  yonr  ohedient  servants, 

NESTOR  MAXAK. 
WILLIAM  U.  RUSSELL. 
Thomas  F.  Wilson,  Esq., 

CoHHul  cfihe  Unitetl  SUUea,  MatamoroSj  Mexico. 


[Inc!o8Dre  S.] 
JLfr.  Smith  to  Mr.  Wilsoii. 


• 


In  Jail,  Matamouos,  Mjcx., 

JVavendfer  I4tk,  A.  1),  1876. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that,  since  the  19th  day  of  September  last,  I  have  been 
<oiifined  in  the  prison  from  which  I  write, under  circumstances  of  aggravation  which 
I  shall  endeavor  succinctly  to  lay  before  you,  and  against  the  continuance  of  which 
I  earnestly  pray  your  early  interposition. 

I  am  an  American  citizen ;  native  of  Dutchess  County,  State  of  New  York  ;  served 
throughout  the  late  war  as  a  Federal  soldier ;  was  a  captain  of  volunteers,  and  have 
received  three  wounds  in  the  service  of  my  country,  which  have  disabled  me.  Since 
the  war,  have  been  in  the  customs  service  at  Brownsville,  Tex.,  and  was  appointed 
commercial  a^nt  at  Presidio  del  Norte,  Mex.,  and  declined  because  of  my  health  being 
impaired  dnnng  the  war,  and  which  is  and  will  be  seriously  aft'ected  by  my  deten- 
tion in  this  unwholesome  jail.    I  am  now  a  civil  officer  of  Cameron  County,  Texas. 

Before  proceeding  in  my  narrative,  I  must  premise  that  I  have  never  had  any  rela- 
tions or  communications  with  the  insurgents  in  Mexico  other  than  those  of  a  social 
and  friendly  character  with  individuals  engaged  in  the  revolution ;  much  less  have  I 
stooped  to  be  a  spy  for  them,  and,  as  is  well  known,  I  have  not  had  the  means  to  enter 
into  or  fulfill  any  contracts  for  munitions  of  war ;  which,  however,  had  I  done  so  in 
my  own  country,  I  claim  I  had  a  perfect  right  to  do. 

As  before  stated,  I  was  arrested  last  September,  on  the  day  mentioned,  at  the  comer 
of  the  main  plaza  of  this  city,  by  a  policeman  who,  without  any  written  order  of  ar- 
rest, hurried  me  to  the  prison,  where,  without  any  written  order  of  commitment,  I  was 
cast  into  a  close  and  black  dungeon. 

It  was  given  out,  as  I  understand,  by  the  Mexican  authorities,  that  I  was  to  be  sum- 
marily shot  or  otherwise  finally  disposed  of ;  hence  the  natural  sense  of  Mexican  pro- 
priety is  apparent,  that  no  trace  or  record  of  my  whereaboute  should  be  extant  until 
after  I  should  leave  the  onbliette  in  which  I  was  locked  without  even  a  lettre  de  cachet; 
fortunatelv,  however,  a  friend  was  passing  by  to  whom  I  called  out  to  make  known  my 
arrest,  and  requested  that  he  should  inform  Mr.  Vails,  our  vice-consul,  of  my  situation . 
I  have  to  thank  the  latter  for  his  active  intervention  and  solicitude  in  my  favor,  and 
can  only  regret  that  his  efforts  in  my  behalf  did  not  receive  that  consideration  which 
his  zeal,  my  righta,  and  the  respect  due  our  country  at  the  hands  of  the  Mexican  au- 
thorities deserved. 

From  the  moment  of  my  confinement  I  commenced  to  feel  weighing  ni>ou  me,  and 
barring  the  efforts  of  my  lawyers  and  friends,  an  occult  pressure,  whose  origin  I  have 
accounted  for  to  myself,  and  which  I  believe  has  not  been  removed  to  this  day.  But 
let  that  pass.  About  twenty-four  hours  after  my  arrest,  and  when,  through  the 
prompt  and  energetic  action  of  my  friends,  my  personal  discomforts  had  been  some- 
what alleviated,  I  was  visited  by  a  Mexican  military  officer,  who  informed  me  that  he 
was  my  judge  and  would  proceed  to  take  my  preliminary  statement.  I  must  state 
that  Mr.  Vails  and  my  lawyers,  upon  personal  application  to  General  Revueltas,  had 
been  imable  to  obtain  any  information  as  to  the  nature  of  the  charges  against  me,  but 
it  was  understood  that  I  was  charged  with  a  capital  offense,  and  that  my  life  was  in 
peril.  Neither  did  the  military  judge  communicate  to  me  the  charges  under  which  I 
laid,  but  his  proceedings  commenced  in  that  respect  by  putting  captious  and  foregone 
questions  as  to  the  time,  place,  and  nature  of  a  contract  for  arms  and  ammunition, 
which  he  took  for  granted  I  had  entered  into  with  General  Cortina.  As  nothing  of  the 
kind  had  ever  happened,  my  answer  was  a  matter  of  course ;  but  I  claimed  the  benefit 
of  counsel,  which  was  denied  me,  and  I  further  claimed,  failing  the  former  request,  the 
presence  of  an  interpreter  of  my  acquaintance  and  trust,  which  was  likewise  refused  roe. 

As  the  event  showed  afterward,  statement^  were  written  down  as  mine  prejudicial 
to  me  which  I  had  never  uttered,  and  which  only  the  most  vehement  efforts  of  my 
counsel  were  able  to  rectify. 
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It  afterwards  appeared,  for  in  the  meanwhile  all  the  proceediugs  were  secret,  that 
the  first  and  only  foondation  for  any  action  against  me  was  a  letter  dated  September 
15y  written  by  Don  Casimiro  Castro,  acting  Mexican  vice-consnl  at  Brownsville, 
Tex.,  to  General  Bevneltas,  and  pnrporting  to  be  an  answer  to  a  communication  from 
the  latter  to  the  former,  dated  the  12th  of  the  same  month. 

In  this  letter  Castro  states  that  he  had  been  assured  and  felt  quite  certain  from 
what  he  had  heard  that  I  was  an  a^nt  of  the  insurgents  in  Brownsville,  and'  that  I 
was  purchasing  arms  and  ammunition  for  them,  for  which  he  was  told  I  received 
cattle  and  horses  in  payment ;  and,  furthermore,  that  everybody  knew  that  I  would 
come  to  Matamoros  and  obtain  information  as  to  the  defenses  and  other  military  mat- 
ters, and  immediately  communicate  my  budget  of  news  to  the  revolutionists  at  Browns- 
ville. 

Thereupon,  Colonel  Cristo,  post-commander,  appointed  my  military  judge  in  an  oftl- 
oial  letter  to  him,  directing  him  to  proceed  to  this  jail  where  be  would  tind  an  American 
citizen  named  John  Jay  Smith,  who  was  accused  of  selling  arms  and  powder  to  Gen- 
eral Cortina,  and  ordering  him  to  proceed  with  my  case,  and  informing  him  that  the 
witnesses  who  could  substantiate  the  charges  were  Antonio  C.  MuHos  and  Casimiro 
Castro,  the  vice-consul  aforesaid. 

It  also  transpired  subsequently  (everything  still  being  kept  secret  at  that  time)  that 
the  witness,  Mnfios,  referred  to,  was  sworn,  and  he  declared  that  he  only  knew  me  by 
sight,  had  never  had  relations  with  me,  and  had  not  the  slightest  knowledge  about 
tfaeciiarges  preferred  against  me;  and  Casimiro  Castro  to  this  day  has  never  been 
called  upon  to  testify.  What  the  object  of  this  false  reference  to  the  witness  Mufios^ 
was  is  past  all  imagination. 

I  am  advised  that  under  the  Mexican  constitution,  if  the  legal  forms  were  to  be  ob- 
served at  all,  I  could  not  stand  confined,  for  more  than  seventy-two  hours  without  a 
formal  decree  of  commitment  to  jail  by  a  competent  authority,  who  must  state  thi^ 
motive  of  my  arrest,  the  law  which  I  had  violated,  and  the  nature  and  sufficiency  of 
the  evidence  against  me.  AB  this  period  was  expiring,  it  seems  it  became  necessary 
to  make  some  sort  of  order  in  my  case,  and  the  judge,  by  sui>erior  instruction,  slasheil 
out  a  decree  to  the  efiect  that,  whereas  the  statement  of  a  Mexican  official  (to  wit,  the 
aforesi  i  I  vice-consul)  was  the  fullest  proof  of  a  fact ;  and  whereas  such  statement  ha4l 
been  made  concerning  me,  whereby  it  was  established  that  the  charges  were  true,  he 
declared  as  my  judge  that  I  should  stand  formally  committed ! ! ! 

All  this  may  seem  incredible,  but  nevertheless  it  is  true. 

After  that,  some  time  having  elapsed,  I  was  called  upon  to  appoint  counsel,  which  I 
did,  naming  William  H.  Russell  and  Nestor  Maxan,  esquires,  lawyers  of  Brownsville. 
Thereupon  they  called  for  the  record,  which  disclosed  the  foregoing  condition  of  things. 

Feelinff  the  insufficiency  and  absurdity  of  the  position  he  had  taken.  General  Rev- 
neltas  called  on  the  Mexican  vice-consul  for  some  evidence  to  support  his  statement, 
and  the  latter  sent  over  a  copy  of  a  couple  of  depositions,  purporting  to  have  been  taken 
before  him,  of  two  Mexicans  named  Pilar  Flores  and  Ambroeio  Perales.  These  wit- 
nesses are  therein  made  to  retail  a  lot  of  hearsay  evidence  and  irrelevant  matter  about 
my  personal  relations  in  Brownsville  with  some  of  my  Mexican  friends,  who  happened 
to  be  engaged  in  the  revolution. 

To  the  introduction  of  these  depositions  ray  counsel  strenuously  objected,  because 
the  same  were  taken  before  an  incompetent  authority;  that  they  were  copies  and  not 
ori^nals;  that  they  were  taken  abroad  without  notice  or  opportunity  of  cross-exami- 
nation; without  confrontation  with  the  witnesses;  that  they  were  irrelevant  and  hear- 
say ;  and  for  other  reasons.  Notwithstanding  this  they  were  admitted  and  form  a  part 
of  the  record,  but  the  cogency  of  the  exceptions  did  not  escape  their  attenUon,  and  my 
prosecutors  bethought  themselves  of  producing  the  two  witnesses  in  person  to  testify. 
Upon  this,  my  lawyers  challenged  the  competency  as  witnesses  under  the  Mexican 
law  of  Pilar  Flores,  as  a  murderer  and  fugitive  from  the  very  jail  where  I  am  coiifined, 
and  whose  name  appears  upon  an  officiaflist  of  criminals  hung  up  in  the  very  room 
where  I  am  placed,  and  of  Ambrosio  Perales  as  a  common  cattle-thief  and  a  man  of 
ill-fame,  but  still  their  testimony  was  taken. 

Flores  testified  that  he  had  seen  me  generally  in  friendly  intercourse  with  some  Mex- 
ican gentlemen  in  Brownsville,  whom  he  took  to  be  involved  in  the  revolution,  naming 
one  of  them,  Praezedis  Cavazos,  and  stating  that  he  did  not  know  the  names  of  the 
others:  he  further  stated  that  he  did  not  know  the  nature  or  object  of  my  intimacy 
with  tnose  parties. 

Perales  declared  that  he  believed  that  I  had  relations  with  the  revolutionists,  because 
he  had  some  reason  to  suppose  that  I  had  assisted  in  procuring  the  evasion  from  arrest 

in  Brownsville  of  one Armador,  but  neither  stating  what  he  was  to  be  arrested 

for,  nor  that  he  was  a  revolutionist. 

The  proof  that  Flores  was  under  the  charge  of  murder  was  duly  presented;  but  the 
utter  disorder,  confusion,  and  incompleteness  of  the  judicial  records  of  this  city  pre- 
vented the  evidence  as  to  Perales  from  being  perfected,  although  my  counsel  w<?re 
assured  by  a  clerk  of  the  court  that  the  challenge  was  tT\\<!>. 
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In  this  condition  of  things,  after  many  days  of  unnecessary  delay,  too  long  and 
tedions  to  relate,  General  Revneltas  transmitted  the  record  of  toe  proceedings  against 
me  to  the  federal  district  jud^e  for  his  official  opinion  as  to  the  regolaiity  of  the  pro- 
ceedings, and  whether  the  military''  commission  to  try  me  should  be  conTened  under 
the  state  of  the  case. 

The  federal  jndge  in  answer  stated  that  the  military  authorities  were  incompetent 
to  try  me,  and  that  his  court  was  the  only  one  that  had  jurisdiction  over  me,  and  he 
called  upon  Genferal  Revueltas  to  turn  me  and  my  case  over  to  him.  General  Revueltas 
insisted  upon  his  competency,  which  the  Judge  thereupon  admitted,  and  the  case  being 
again  forwarded  to  the  latter,  he  returned  the  same  to  General  Revueltas  with  a  pre- 
liminary inquiry  as  to  whether  there  was  a  sufficient  number  of  officers  in  the  gamson 
to  compose  a  court-martial. 

The  answer  was  in  the  afflrmative.  Upon  which  the  federal  Jndge  aeain  sent  the 
record  to  General  ReTueltas,  to  cause  the  witnesses  Flores  and  Perales  to  be  re- 
examined as  to  how  they  knew  what  thev  had  stated  in  the  depositions  taken  in 
Brownsville,  and  to  inquire  of  the  aforesaid  Mexican  vice-consul  upon  what  he  based 
his  statement  against  ine ;  and  also  to  place  me  in  confrontation  with  those  witnesses 
as  to  any  contradictory  matter  between  them  and  me. 

All  this  shifting  to  and  fro  of  the  record  took  up  the  most  unpardonable  delay  of 
days  between  two  officials  in  the  same,  town,  residing  a  couple  of  blocks  of  each  other. 

However,  in  the  meanwhile,  my  lawyers  proceeded  to  take  defensive  testimony  of 
Mexican  and  American  officials,  civil  and  military,  to  prove,  as  they  did  prove,  the  total 
groundlessness  of  the  charge  of  spying ;  that  wnen  arrested  I  was  in  the  heart  of  the 
city,  about  a  mile  from  the  fortifications,  and  that  I  had  never  been  near  the  breast- 
works, except  at  their  special  invitation  as  a  matter  of  excursion  and  pastime ;  and 
that  I  had  always  behaved  with  the  utmost  impartiality  in  the  political  matters  pend- 
ing in  Mexico. 

Finally,  after  incomprehensible  delays  again,  the  witnesses  Flores  and  Perales  were 
brought  to  testify,  in  accordance  with  the  order  of  the  federal  judge,  and  to  my  com- 
plete surprise  and  astonishment  Flores. declared  that  his  purported  deposition,  taken 
in  Brownsville  before  Acting  Mexican  Yice-Consul  Castro,  had  never  been  read  to  him, 
and  that  he  had  never  known  of  its  contents  until  that  very  moment,  and  he  refused 
to  add  or  take  away  anything  to  or  foom  the  testimony  he  had  given  on  this  side  of 
the  river,  stating  that  he  knew  nothing  more  about  me. 

Perales,  on  his  side,  testified  that  he  had  never  made  the  deposition  attributed  to 
him  before  the  Mexican  vice-consul  in  Brownsville,  and  that  he  had  not,  until  then, 
any  knowledge  that  any  such  document  existed ;  that  he  would  abide  by  what  he  had 
declared  in  his  testimony  before  my  military  Judge,  which  he  would  not  alter,  because 
that  was  all  he  knew  in  respect  to  the  charges  against  me.  And  in  the  solemn  act  of 
confrontation  with  me,  both  of  these  witnesses  declare  that,  as  regarding  my  state- 
ments of  record  that  I  had  never  meddled  in  the  political  affairs  of  Mexico  and  the 
military  operations  transpiring,  they  could  not  contradict  me,  for  they  knew  nothing 
to  the  contrary. 

All  this  appears  in  writing,  dnly  certified  to  and  attested  in  the  book  of  proceedings 
containing  my  case ;  and,  so  far  as  I  know,  nothing  subsequent  has  taken  place. 

The  mystery  and  secrecy  of  the  method  of  procedure  used  against  me,  and  its  moral 
effect  upon  a  man  in  my  condition,  when  I  expected  every  moment,  under  the  threats 
publicly  made,  to  be  taken  out  and  shot,  I  leave  to  your  own  feelings  of  Justice  and 
humanity  to  appreciate. 

It  is  evident  urom  all  that  I  have  stated,  and  I  have  stated  nothing  that  does  not 
appear  of  record,  that  I  have  been  the  victim  of  some  foul  conspiracy,  bolstered  with 
official  corruptions,  misrepresentations,  peijury,  and  forgery.  And  I  feel  it  necessary 
to  claim  ^onr  assistance,  entreating  you  to  examine  into  the  truth  of  this  statement 
of  my  grievances,  and  that  you  use  your  authority  to  throw  over  me  the  mantle  of 
that  protection  which  I  am  entitled  to  as  an  American  citizen,  to  relieve  me  from  the 
outrages  and  cruelty  to  which  I  have  been  and  am  still  being  subjected. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  JAY  SMITH. 


Thomas  F.  Wilson,  Esq., 
Consul  of  the  Cnited 


)/  the  I  nited  StatrSj  MatamoroSj  Mcxiro. 


Mr.  IVilson  to  Mr.  Hunter, 

CONSULATK  OF  TRK  UXITKI)  STATES  OF  AMERICA, 

Matamoros,  November  20,  1876. 
Sir  :  Referring  to  my  dispatch  No.  261,  under  date  of  the  20th  instant,  relative  to 
the  arrest  and  imprisonment  of  John  Jay  Smith,  in  this  city,  by  order  of  General  Re- 
vueltas, and  in  which  I  stated  that  there  was  no  proof  whatever  against  Smith,  I  kare 
7]#w  to  transmit  herewith  a  statometvt  %\v;\\ed  by  Jol\uL»»  Haynes,  esq.,  the  coHecn»r 
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of  customs  at  Brownsville,  Tex.,  who  has  read  all  the  proceedings  in  the  case,  and  cer- 
tifies that  there  is  not  a  particle  of  evidence  to  sustain  the  charge  against  Smith. 

The  proceedings  are  all  in  the  Spanish  language,  and  as  Mr.  Havnes  is  a  good  Span- 
ish scholar  and  a  lawyer,  his  certificate  is  of  value  in  sustaining  tne  opinion  of  Lieu- 
tenant^ommander  Johnson  and  myself  in  regard  to  the  case  as  expressed  in  my  tele- 
gram to  tho  department  under  date  of  the  17tn  instant. 

General  Revueltas  has  treated  the  interposition  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Johnson 
and  myself  in  Smith's  hehalf  with  indifference,  and  continues  to  hold  him  in  prison  in  the 
absence  of  any  evidence  whatever  against  him,  and  apparently  without  the  intention 
of  allowing  him  a  trial,  to  which  ho  is  clearlv  entitled  under  the  Mexican  law. 
I  am  &c., 

THOMAS  F.  WILSON,  Consul 


[luclosiirc] 
Statement  of  J,  X.  Hayncs, 

Brownsville,  Tex.,  November  26, 1876. 

I  certify  that  I  undei'stand  the  Spanish  lanjipiage ;  that  I  have  read  the  proceedings 
in  the  case  of  John  J.  Smith,  now  m  prison  in  Matamoros;  and  that  there  is  not  a 
particle  of  evidence  therein  to  sustain  any  charge  against  him,  as  alleged  in  said  case, 
and  I  am  satisfied  that  his  present  imprisonment  is  cruelly  uirjust. 

J.  L.  HAYNES, 
Collector  Cnstoma,  District  Brazos  de  Santiago. 


Mr,  Fish  to  Mr.  Tfi/ww. 

Department  of  State, 

fFashingtonj  December  8, 1876, 

Sin :  Your  dispatch.  No.  261,  of  the  20th  ultimo,  relative  to  the  case  of  John  Jay 
Smith,  has  been  received.  It  is  inferred  from  the  tenor  of  the  correspondence  which 
accompanied  it  that  General  Revueltas,  who  is  in  command  at  Matamoros,  may  he  of 
the  opinion  that  the  prisoner  may  most  properly  be  tried  by  court-martial.  Be  that 
as  it  may,  the  delay  in  the  matter  is  unaccountable  and  apparently  unjustifiable;  A 
copy  of  your  dispatch  will  consequently  be  transmitted  to  Mr.  Foster  at  Mexico  with 
another  instruction  on  the  subject. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


Mr.  Wilson  to  Mr,  Hunter, 


[Telegram.] 


MATA3IOROS,  VIA   BROWNSVILLE,  TeX., 

December  8, 1876. 

John  Juy  Smith  wa8  released  yesterday  evening  on  his  own  recognizance.    Not  a 
particle  of  proof  exists  against  hiiu. 

THOS.  F.  WILSON. 


Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  J7»/<. 


(H.  Ex.  Doc.  31,  44th  Cong.,  2d  sess.,  p.  3G.) 


LeGAITON  of  THE  UNITED   STATES, 

MexicOj  December  14,  1876. 

S^ri::  Your  dispatch.  No.  351,  of  the  18th  ultimo,  relating  to  the  case  of  John  Jay 
Smith,  imprisoned  at  Matamoros,  instructs  me  to  make  furtner  inquiry  at  the  Mexican 
foreign  office  as  to  the  orders  issued  through  it  to  secure  Smith's  release. 

A3  the  government  with  which  this  legation  had  the  former  correspondencft  <iwl\5wvs 
sul^cct  has  been  driven  from  this  capital,  and  a«  tYiei^  \^  xio  oVlVi^T  ^Qs«TO.\aR^\»  ^ 
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« 

which  I  am  authorized  to  apply,  and  there  being  no  direct  comnmui cation  with  Mata- 
moros,  there  is  nothing  which  I  can  do  at  preftent  to  further  the  object  of  your  dis- 
patch. It  is  reported  that  Matamoros  has  been  transferred  to  the  control  of  the  Gua- 
najuato government  represented  by  Mr.  Iglesias,  in  which  case  Smith  may  have  been 
placed  at  liberty.  If,  however,  he  is  still  confined,  you  may  be  forced  to  consider  the 
propriety  of  intrusting  the  case  to  the  military  commander  of  the  Department  of  Texas, 
in  co-openvtion  with  the  consul  at  Matamoros. 

If  the  present  contest  between  c^val  claimants  to  anthority  in  Mexico  is  to  continue, 
the  exposed  condition  of  American  interests  on  the  frontier  may  lead  the  department 
to  the  adoption  of  some  direct  method  of  procuring  intervention  and  redress,  as  I  will 
be  without  communication  with  the  Rio  Grande  border,  and  the  government  in  posses- 
sion of  this  city  may  have  no  power  over  the  Mexican  authorities  there. 
I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 


Kxtrtict  from  Uie  annual  message  of  PremleiU  Gvant,  December  5,  187C. 

The  commotions  which  have  been  prevalent  in  Mexico  for  some  time  past,  and  which 
unhappily  seem  to  be  not  yet  wholly  quieted,  have  led  to  complaints  of  citizens  of 
the  United  States  of  injuries  by  persons  in  authority.  It  is  hoped,  however,  that 
these  will  ultimately  be  a^usted  to  the  satisfaction  of  both  governments.  The  fron- 
tier of  the  United  States  in  that  quarter  has  not  been  exempt  from  acts  of  violence  by 
citizens  of  one  republic  on  those  of  the  other.  The  frequency  of  these  is  supposed  to 
he  increased  and  their  adjustment  made  more  difficult  by  the  considerable  changes  in 
the  conrse  of  the  lower  part  of  the  Rio  Grande  River,  which  river  is  apart  of  the  bound- 
ary between  the  two  countries.  These  changes  have  placed  on  either  side  of  that 
river  portions  of  land  which,  by  existing  conventions,  belong  to  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  government  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  The  subject  of  adjustment  of  this 
sause  of  difficulty  is  under  consideration  between  the  two  republics. 


Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Fish, 

(Ftreign  Relations,  1877,  p.  380.) 

Legation  of  the  Uj»;iiei>  States. 

MixicOj  Deceinber  8,  187C. 

Sir  :  I  transmit  herewith  a, decree  issued  by  General  Portirio  Diaz,  from  the  city  of 
Oaxaca,  on  the  26th  of  September  last,  and  which  has  been  republished  in  the  ^rst 
issue  of  the  official  journal  of  his  government  in  this  city,  declaring  void  the  contracts 
described  in  the  three  first  articles  of  said  decree  made  by  and  with  the  government 
of  President  Lerdo.  The  fact  of  its  publication  officially  in  this  city  would  seem  to  in- 
dicate the  intention  of  General  Diaz  s  government  to  enforce  its  provisions.  It  is  not 
entirely  clear  whether  the  decree  is  designed  to  be  retroactive  in  its  efi'ect,  or  simply 
to  deter  i>ersons  from  making  further  contracts  with  the  government  of  Mr.  Lerao, 
which  at  the  date  of  the  decree  was  the  one  in  possession  of  this  capital  and  of  the 
greater  part  of  the  republic,  and  recognized  by  the  United  States  and  other  foreign 
nations  as  the  only  legitimate  Government  of  Mexico.  If  the  third  article  shall  be 
retroactive  in  its  enforcement  it  will  very  seriously  and  to  a  large  extent  affect  Ameri- 
can interests,  and  even  if  only  made  effective  from  its  date,  the  decree  will  place  in 
dispute  the  validity  of  certain  contracts  to  which  American  representatives  are  parties. 
I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 


[  I  iiclosiire.  — Traoslatiou .  ] 

fFroni  the  Piario  Oficial,  December  4,  l^Tti.] 

General  Diazes  decree  nullifying  contracts  of  Let*(lo  government, 

PORFIRIO   DIAZ,  GENERAL- IN-CHIEF  OF  THE  NATIONAL  CONSTITUTIONAL  ARMY  OF  THE 

UNITED  MEXICAN  STATES,    TO  ITS  INHABITANTS: 

Know  ye  that,  in  the  exercise  of  the  war  powers  with  which  the  national  will  has 
invested  me,  I  have  thought  proper  to  decree  the  following : 

Article  1.  The  contracts  of  lease  of  the  mints  of  the  republic  are  null,  and  without 
any  force  or  effect,  which  Sebastian  Lerdo  de  Tejada  or  his  agent49  may  have  made,  as 
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«hall  also  be  other  contracts  which  he  may  make  in  the  future,  whether  they  refer  to 
these  mints  or  to  any  other  branch  of  the  administration. 

Art.  2.  The  obli^^ations  shall  likewise  be  null  and  of  do  value  which  the  so-called 
government  of  Sebastian  Lerdo  may  contract  with  the  bondholders  of  the  English  debt 
in  any  negotiation  which  may  be  agreed  upon  with  them  or  their  agents,  relative  to 
the  recognition  of  the  said  debt. 

Art.  3.  Any  contract  which  may  result  in  any  burden  to  the  nation  shall  also  be  null 
and  of  no  force. 

Art.  4.  The  signers  of  any  of  the  contracts  to  which  the  preceding  articles  refer, 
and  all  the  individuals  who  directly  or  indirectly  participate  in  their  celebration,  shall 
be  deprived  of  every  right,  shall  be  judged  by  military  commissions  and  punished  aa 
traitors  to  the  couutry,  with  the  penalty  which  belongs  to  the  crime,  without  |)rejudic- 
ing  the  civil  responsibility  which  they  may  incur  to  the  treasury  or  to  the  private  in- 
dividuals who  may  be  damaged  by  reason  of  any  contract  with  the  said  persons. 

Art.  5.  The  sales,  mortgages,  or  agreements  which  the  responsible  parties  referred 
to  in  this  decree,  and  that  of  August  26  last,  may  pretend  to  make,  in  order  to  avoid 
the  civil  responsibility  which  they  may  incur,  apparently  disposing  of  the  property 
which  they  possess,  shall  have  no  force  or  efieot  from  the  moment  in  which  the  mili- 
tary commission  which  may  judge  them  imposes  upon  them  any  penalty. 

Let  it  be  printed,  circulated,  and  communicated  to  whom  it  pertains  for  its  most 
exact  observance. 

Given  in  Oaxaca  the  26th  of  September,  1876. 

PORFIRIO  DIAZ. 

Luis  G.  Curiel,  Sehrtary. 


Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Evarttt. 

(Foreign  Relations,  1877,  p.  406.) 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico^  June  5,  1877. 

Sir:  The  communication  of  which  I  inclose  a  copy  from  Consul  Sutter  to  Consul- 
General  Skilton,  reports  the  arrival  of  Rear-Admiral  Murray,  with  the  United  States 
steamer  Pensacola,  at  Acapulco,  on  the  1st  ultimo,  and  through  the  admiral's  interven- 
tion the  insult  offered  to  our  flag,  in  the  unlawful  and  arbitrary  arrest  of  the  consul 
in  March  last,  was  formally  retracted  by  a  salute  fired  from  the  Mexican  fort  of  Aca- 
pulco, and  by  an  official  visit  made  by  the  authorities  of  that  port  to  the  consulate. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  copy  of  the  judgment  of  the  Mexican  court  inclosed  that 
Consul  Sutter  has  been  fully  exonerated  from  any  violation  of  Mexican  law,  and 
acquitted  by  the  court  of  any  fault;  so  that,  by  the  action  of  the  judicial  authority, 
the  arbitrary  arrest  and  imprisonment  of  the  consul  by  General  Jimenez  were  unjusti- 
fiable and  illegal. 

The  question  of  reparation  of  damages  for  Mr.  Sutter's  imprisonment  still  remains 
unadjusted,  as  also  the  iujuries  and  losses  sustained  by  Mr.  Kastan  on  accouut  of  the 
seizure  and  confiscation  of  his  property.  I  am  awaiting  documentary  evidence  and 
other  facts  to  more  fully  establish  these  damages,  when  I  will  present  these  matters 
to  the  Mexican  Government,  and  urge  an  early  adjustment. 

In  my  No.  534  I  sent  you  a  translation  of  a  note  from  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs, 
in  which  he  informed  me  that  General  Jimenez,  military  governor  of  Guerrero,  on 
account  of  his  failure  to  obey  the  orders  of  the  federal  government  in  regard  to  the 
consul's  arrest  and  the  seizure  of  Kastan's  property,  and  for  other  acts  of  insubordi 
nation,  had  been  deposed  from  his  office. 

It  appears,  however,  that  before  the  federal  government  carried  out  the  order  of 
deposition,  the  people  of  the  St.at«  of  Guerrero,  under  the  leadership  of  the  former 
governor.  General  Alvarez,  revolted  against  the  arbitrary  measure  of  Jimenez,  and 
drove  him  by  force  of  arms  from  the  State,  and  he  recently  arrived  in  this  capital. 
His  reception  in  this  city  was  announced  by  the  official  journal  of  the  government, 
the  Diario  Oflcial,  of  the  1st  instant,  in  the  following  language : 

*^  GENERAL  VICENTE  JIMENEZ. 

''  In  compliance  with  superior  orders,  the  meritorious  chief  whose  name  lieails  these 
lines  has  arrived  in  this  capital." 

If  the  government  has  taken  any  step  to  call  him  to  account  for  his  conduct  in  Aca- 
pnlco  it  has  not  yet  been  made  public. 
I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 

24  A 
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Mr,  Evarts  to  Mr.  Foster, 

(Foreigu  Relations,  1877,  p.  419.) 

Department  of  State, 

Watthinglon,  July  3,  1877. 

Sir:  Mr.  Skiltou,  the  cousul- general,  with  a  dispatch  of  the  18th,  has  forwarded  to 
the  department  a  copy  of  a  letter  to  him  of  the  4th  ultimo,  from  Mr.  Sutter,  the  con- 
sul at  Acapnlco.  It  relates  to  recent  events  there,  and  e8pecially  to  the  occupation  of 
that  city  by  General  Alvarez.  It  seems  that  in  consequence  of  that  occnpatiou  the 
city  was  fired  upon  by  the  fort  and  a  Mexican  man-of-war.  Consequently  Mr.  Sutter 
and  the  other  foreign  consuls  embarked  in  the  boat  of  the  former  for  the  purpose  of 
making  such  representations  to  the  commauder  of  the  man-of-war  as  might  lead  to  a 
cessation  of  the  firing.  The  boat,  however,  was  itself  tired  upon  on  its  way,  and, 
though  not  hit,  the  persons  on  board  of  her  were  exposed  to  great  peril.  Mr.  Sutter 
says  that  the  Hag  of  tne  United  States  was  hoisted  on  her.  Under  these  circumstances 
it^  seems  necessary  that  the  Mexican  Government  should  be  asked  to  require  of  the 
commander  of  the  fort  proper  explanations  upon  the  subject.  You  will  accordingly 
take  this  course,  so  far  as  your  uuoflieial  relations  with  that  government  will  allow » 
I  am,  Slc.j 

WM.  M.  EVARTS. 


CORRESPONDENCE  RELATIVE  TO  FORCED  LOANS. 

Mr,  Cans  to  Mr.  Forsyth .     . 
(Senate  Ex.  Doc.  No.  1,  35th  Gong.,  2d  sess.,  p.  47.) 

Department  of  State, 

IVtiifhlngtonj  July  15,  185>^. 
Sir: 

I  have  had  a  fall  conversation  with  the  Attorney-General  on  the  subject  of  the  con- 
tribution assessed  upon  American  citizens  by  the  Mexican  Government.  And  while 
neither  he  nor  myself  considers  it  a  forced  loan  within  the  terms  of  the  10th  article  of 
the  treaty  between  Great  Britain  and  Mexico,  the  benefits  of  which  are  secured  by  our 
treaty  to  American  citizens,  yet  I  have  nothing  to  retract  in  my  dispatch  upon  this  sub- 
ject, nor  to  change,  as  to  the  unjust  and  unfriendly  character  of  this  imposition.  The 
views  therein  presented  areentirely  concurred  in  by  the  Attorney-General  and  are  fully 
maintained.  This  system  of  extraordinary  taxation  to  which  foreigners  temporarily 
residing  in  Mexico  are  subject,  is  out  of  all  reasonable  proportion  to  the  protection  af- 
forded to  them.  In  your  letter  of  June  19th,  yon  advise  the  department  that,  for  the 
reasons  stated,  you  were  about  to  inform  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  that  the  diplo- 
matic relations  between  the  legation  of  the  United  States  and  the  Mexican  Grovernmeut 
would  be  suspended  until  the  pleasure  of  this  government  should  be  made  known  to 
you,  and  in  yonr  dispatch  just  received  you  announce  that  this  deteiinination  had  been 
carried  into  effect,  and  you  inclose  a  copy  of  your  note  to  the  minister  of  foreign  rela- 
tions, making  known  to  him  that  this  suspension  would  take  place  from  the  day  of  its 
date. 

The  President  sanctions  the  measure  you  have  adopted,  and  will  not  instruct  yon  to 
renew  the  relations  thus  broken  off,  but  directs  you  to  withdraw  the  legation  of  the 
United  States  from  that  republic. 

Your  action  upon  this  occasion,  and  the  circumstances  attending  it,  have  led  the  Pres- 
ident to  consider  the  condition  of  Mexico,  and  the  state  of  our  relations  with  that  coun- 
try.   Both  are  equally  unsatisfactory. 

The  government  at  the  capital  has  neglected  the  just  complaints  of  the  United  States, 
and  evinced  no  disposition  whatever  to  redress  the  injuries  that  have  been  committed 
upon  the  persons  and  property  of  our  citizens.  Your  previous  efforts  upon  this  subject 
have  failed,  and  the  reports  received  from  you  indicate  little  expectation  of  a  favorable 
change,  till  the  United  States,  to  ad  opt  yonr  own  language,  shall  give  striking  evidence 
of  their  will  and  power  to  protect  their  citizens.  Immediately  after  the  receipt  of  this 
dispatch,  you  will  communicate  this  decision  to  the  Mexican  Government,  and  request 
the  necessary  passports  for  yourself  and  siiite.    You  will  proceed  to  Vera  Cruz,  where 
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an  armed  steamer  has  been  ordered  to  repair  and  await  your  arrival.  She  will  convey 
yourself  and  your  family  and  secretary  to  such  con venient  port  in  the  United  States  as 
you  may  designate.  The  archives  of  the  legation  vou  will  deposit  with  the  consnl  of 
the  United  States  at  Mexico,  Mr.  Black,  and  you  will  instruct  him  to  afford  such  coun- 
sel and  protection  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  as  may  be  in  his  power. 

•  •  «  •  •  «         \ 

I  am,  &c,f 

LEWIS  CASS. 


Mr,  Concin  to  Mchhi's.  lienneify  Lara,  and  othti's. 
(H.  Ex.  Doc.  100,  37th  Cong.,  2d  sess.,  p.  -26.) 

Legation  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Mexico,  August  30,  1861. 

Gkntlemex  :  I  received  your  note  of  the  26th  instant  on  the  27th,  asking  my  opin- 
ion as  to  the  legality  of  a  tax  of  1  per  cent,  on  the  property  of  all  persons  residing  in 
the  federal  district,  where  the  property  of  such  persons  amounts  to  a  sum  exceeding 
two  thousand  dollars.  As  the  mail  for  the  United  States  was  to  leave  this  city  on  the 
29th,  I  found  myself,  from  the  time  I  received  your  note  until  yesterday  at  two  o^clock 
in  the  afternoon,  occupied  incessantly  with  other  indispensable  duties.  You  will 
accept  this  as  my  apology  for  delaying  an  answer  to  your  request  until  now. 

The  only  question  which  I  think  it  is  useful  to  consider,  when  determining  the  duty 
to  pay  this  tax,  may  be  stated  thus :  "  Is  the  tax  in  question  imposed  by  that  power 
to  which  the  constitution  and  laws  of  Mexico  have  given  the  right  to  levy  taxes  P  If 
this  question  bv  a  fair  and  liberal  construction  of  the  constitution  can  be  answered 
affirmatively,  then  it  is  a  lawful  tax,  and  in  my  judgment  should  be  paid,  unless  other 
objections,  which  in  this  instance  do  not  occur  to  my  mind,  should  forbid  its  payment. 

The  powers  and  duties  of  the  present  Government  of  Mexico,  are  (happily,  in  my 
judgment)  defined  and  limited  by  a  written  constitution.  Every  functionary  of  this 
government,  whether  executive,  legislative,  or  judicial,  before  he  enters  upon  the 
duties  of  his  office,  binds  himself  by  a  solemn  oath  to  maintain  and  support  the  con- 
stitution. In  other  words,  he  swears  that  he  will  exert  the  powers  and  discharge  the 
duties  of  his  office  in  conformity  with  those  rules  which  are  laid  down  in  and  by  the 
constitution. 

In  the  fiftieth  article  of  the  constitution  now  in  force  it  is  declared  that  "  the  su- 
preme power  of  the  federation  is  divided,  for  its  exercise,  into  legislative,  executive, 
and  judicial.  Two  or  more  of  these  powers  can  never  be  united  in  the  same  person, 
nor  the  legislative  power  be  deposited  in  one  individual.'' 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  various  functions  necessary  to  carry  on  this  government  are 
divided  into  three  separate  departments.  It  is  expressly  declared  that  the  powers  of 
no  two  of  these  departments  shall  ever  be  united  in  the  same  person.  Article  72,  sec- 
tion 7,  defines  the  powers  and  duties  which  are  imposed  upon  Congress,  or  the  legisla- 
tive department,  as  to  taxes.  It  declares  that  *'  Congress  has  the  power  of  approving 
the  federal  estimates  of  expenditures  which  shall  be  annually  presented  by  the  exec- 
utive and  of  imposing  the  taxes  necessary  therefor.'' 

The  power  to  levy  taxes  upon  the  people  is  here  (in  language  which  admits  of  no 
equivocation  in  its  terms)  given  expressly  to  Congress.  No  clause  in  the  constitution 
gives  Congress  the  power  to  transfer  this  duty  to  any  other  person  or  to  any  other  de- 
partment of  the  government.  It  is  a  discretion  very  liable  to  abuse,  and.  when  abused, 
attended  with  consequences  fatal  to  the  rights  as  well  as  prosperity  of  the  people.  It 
is  therefore  a  power  which,  in  all  governments  free  in  form  and  design,  is  wisely  lodged 
only  in  the  hands  of  those  who  directly  represent  the  people,  and  who,  more  than  any 
other  department  of  the  government,  are  responsible  to  the  people. 

Whenever  the  legislative  power  is  elected  by  the  people,  the  taxing  power  is  given 
to  that  department.  The  present  constitution  of  Mexico,  as  we  have  seen,  has  em- 
bodied these  principles.  In  this  respect  it  is  in  harmony  with  all  modern  systems  of 
government  where  written  constitutions  prevail  on  this  continent.  This  trust  cannot 
be  delegated  to  any  one,  unless  such  power  is  given  in  express  terms,  which  power,  as 
we  know,  is  nowhere  to  be  found  in  the  constitution. 

But  another  question  may  arise.  Has  Congress,  by  any  law,  either  intended  or  pre- 
tended to  transfer  this  power  T  It  may  be  said,  and  no  doubt  the  President  supposed 
and  believed,  that  this  power  was  delegated  by  Congress  to  him.  I  have  endeavored 
to  bring  my  mind,  if  possible,  to  agree  with  this  opinion,  for  I  did  wish,  in  the  present 
condition  of  this  republic,  to  aid  rather  than  oppose  the  government  in  raising  money 
to  enable  it  to  crush  anarchy  and  restore  peace,  security,  and  order.  But  I  am  com- 
pelled to  a  different  conclusion  by  reasons  which  appear  to  me  unanswerable. 

First.  The  law  whence  this  power  is  said  to  be  derived  does  not  give  the  power  when 
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its  laDguagf^  m  properly  construed,  whatever  may  have  been  the  unexpressed  iutentious 
of  those  who  enacted  it.  The  law  iu  question,  was  enacted  on  the  4t]i  day  of  June, 
1801.  It  reads  in  these  words :  '*  The  government  is  empowered  to  raise  funds  iu  what- 
ever way  it  may  deem  proiter  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  the  reaction.'^ 

The  wisest  judges,  when  acting  upon  subjects  like  this,  have  adopted  a  canon  of  con- 
struction which  requires  that  if  yon  can  give  effect  to  a  law,  under  a  constitution,  you 
shall  (if  its  words  will  admit  of  it)  so  construe  it  as  not  to  make  it  violate  the  constitu- 
tion. The  law  iu  question  authorizes  and  requires  the  President  to  raise  money  in  any 
way  he  may  or  can,  to  crush  the  reactionaries.  Can  the  President  raise  money,  by 
virtue  of  his  executive  power,  in  other  ways  than  by  taxation  ?  Undoubtedly  he  can. 
By  the  seventy-second  article,  section  8,  in  the  constitution,  he  can,  as  President,  raise 
money  by  loans.  Said  section  declares  that  Congress  has  the  power  **  of  giving  the 
basis  upon  which  the  executive  may  procure  loans  on  the  faith  of  the  national  credit 
and  of  approving  said  loans,  and  of  recognizing  and  ordering  the  payment  of  the  national 
debt." 

In  conformity  to  the  rule  above  stated  we  must  presume  that  Congress  did  intend 
to  authorize  the  President  to  loan  money;  for  this  they  might  do,  and  yet  not  violate 
the  Constitution :  and  that  they  did  not  intend,  and  have  not  given  the  power  to  tax  ; 
for  this  they  could  not  do,  as  the  Constitution  expressly  forbids  it.  The  law  must  be 
so  construed  as  to  make  Congress  intend  to  give  the  President  only  such  power  as  by 
the  Constitution  they  could  give.  The  power  to  loan  money  they  could  give.  The 
power  to  tax  they  could  not  give.  The  words  "  to  raise  money  in  any  way  he  may  or 
can,"  only  mean  in  any  way  ne,  as  President,  constitutionally  can. 

Second.  But  if  we  admit  (which  I  do  not)  that  the  words  of  the  law  do  give,  in  ex- 
press terms,  the  power  to  tax,  then  I  reply  that  such  a  law  is  totally  void,  as  it  is  clear 
that  Congress  has  no  power  to  give  such  authority.  The  Constitution  gives  the  tax- 
ing power  to  Congress.  It  therefore  denies  such  power  to  the  executive.  It  is  ex- 
pressly declared  that  the  powers  of  no  two  of  the  three  departments,  that  is,  the  exe- 
cutive, legislative,  aud  judicial  shall  ever  be  united  in  any  one.  If  the  President  is 
allowed  to  exert  the  taxing  power,  that  being  by  the  Constitution  a  power  given  to 
the  legislative  only,  then  it  follows  that  legislative  aud  executive  powers  are  nnit^ 
in  one,  which,  as  we  have  seen,  is  expressly  forbidden  by  the  Constitution,  in  plain 
terms.  The  imposition  of  this  tax  is,  in  my  judgment,  a  void  and  nugatory  a€t,  and 
therefore  no  pei*8on,  either  Mexican  citizen  or  foreigner,  is  bound  hy  law  to  pay  it. 

I  may  here  add  that,  in  my  opinion,  every  American  citizen  resident  in  Mexico,  is 
bound  to  pay  every  tax  which  any  Mexican  citizen  is  bound  to  pay. 

The  law  of  nations  permits  every  independent  government  to  Iegislat>e  touching  the 
property  of  foreigners  as  well  as  citizens  within  its  territorial  limits.  One  of  the  most 
accurate  and  learned  treatises,  in  modern  times,  on  national  law,  has  thus  defined  this 
power :  "  Every  independent  State  is  entitled  to  the  exclusive  power  of  legislation  in 
respect  to  the  personal  rights  and  civil  state  and  condition  of  its  citizens,  and  in  respect 
to  all  real  and  personal  property  situated  within  its  territory,  whether  belonging  to  citi- 
zens or  aliens."  (See  Wheatou's  International  Law,  page  112,  part  2,  chapter  2,  sec- 
tion 1.) 

The  legislative  power  here  given  over  the  property  of  foreigners  has  always  been 
considered  as  including  the  power  to  tax  the  property  of  foreigners.  It  has  been  the 
constant  practice  of  the  United  States  Government,  as  well  as  the  governments  of  the 
separate  States,  to  tax  the  property  of  foreigners  just  as  they  tax  the  property  of  citi- 
zens. This  power  may,  however,  be  limited  by  treaty.  The  only  treaty  stipulation  on 
this  subject  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico  is  to  be  found  in  the  ninth  article 
of  the  treaty  of  1831,  which  is  now  in  full  force,  that  treaty  having  been  revived  by 
the  treaty  of  1848.  That  article  reads  as  follows :  "  The  citizens  of  both  countries, 
respectively,  shall  be  exempt  from  compulsive  service  in  the  army  or  navy ;  nor  shall 
they  be  subjected  to  any  other  charges,  or  contributions,  or  taxes  than  such  as  are  paid 
by  the  citizens  of  the  States  in  which  they  reside." 

This  treaty,  in  my  judgment,  obliges  citizens  of  Mexico,  resident  in  the  United  States, 
to  pay  in  the  United  States  "  all  charges,  or  contributions,  or  taxes  "  which  are  paid 
there  by  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  as  clearly  binds  all  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  resident  in  Mexico,  to  x^ay  all  **  charges  or  contributions,  or  taxes"  which  are 
paid  here  by  the  citizens  of  Mexico.  If,  therefore,  a  Mexican  citizen  is  bound  by  law 
to  pay  this  tax,  then  by  the  treaty  of  1831,  the  American  citizen,  resident  here,  is  bound 
to  pay  it  also. 

The  treaty  makes  no  distinction  between  ordinary  and  extraordinary  taxes — between 
local  or  general  taxes.  I  have  no  doubt  that  at  this  moment  taxes  that  may  well  be 
termed  **  extraordinary  "  are  levied,  both  by  the  Federal  and  State  governments,  in  the 
United  States,  which  operate  alike  upon  the  property  of  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  and  Mexicans  resident  there.  But  it  is  not  now  necessary  to  consider  this  point, 
as  according  to  the  foregoing  reasoning  neither  Mexican  citizens  nor  foreigners  can  be 
lawfully  required  to  pay  this  tax. 

I  wish  here  to  add,  that  it  is  with  great  reluctance  that  I  am  compelled  to  differ  with 
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the  Mexican  authorities  iu  a  point  of  80  mnch  delicacy  and  importance.  I  have  no 
doubt  but  the  government  has  been  actuated  by  the  most  patriotic  motives.  Still, 
I  cannot  but  hope,  that  in  a  moment  free  from  the  violent  excitements  which  prevail 
here,  and  under  the  influence  of  which  this  act  has  been  done,  its  unbiased  judgment 
will  be  brought  to  conenr  in  the  general  reasons  on]which  I  have  founded  the  opinion 
here  expressed. 

I  am  gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

TIIOMAS:CORWIX. 

Messrs.  Bennett,  Lara,  and  others. 


Extract  from  the  Constitution  of  Mejcico. 

(For  translation  in  full  of  the  Mexican  Constitution  of  18.57,  see  H.  Ex.  Doc.  100,  37th 

Cong.,  2d  sess.,  p.  140.) 

SECTION  third — OF   STRANGERS. 

Article  33.  Those  are  strangers  who  do  not  possess  the  qualiflcations  determined  in 
article  30.  They  are  entitled  to  the  guarantees  established  by  section  first,  title  first, 
of  the  present  constitution  except  that  in  all  cases  the  government  has  the  right  to 
expel  those  who  are  pernicious  to  society. 

It  is  obligatory  upon  them  to  contribute  towards  public  expenses  in  the  manner  that 
may  be  prescribed  by  the  laws  and  to  obey  and  respect  the  institutions,  laws,  and 
authorities  of  the  country,  submitting  to  the  judgments  and  sentences  of  the  tribunals, 
without  power  to  seek  other  protection  than  that  which  the  laws  concede  to  Mexican 
citizens. 


Extract  from  Engliah  officUtl  correspondtnce. 

Mr.  Mathetc  to  Lord  J.  Jinssell. 

(H.  Ex.  Doc.  100,  37th  Cong.,  2d  sess.,  p.  240.) 

Mexico,  April  5,  1861. 

My  Lord:  In  a  recent  and  prolonged  conversation  with  Seflor  Zarco,  minister  for 
foreign  aifltirs,  relative  to  British  claims,  that  gentleman  earnestly  assured  me  of  the 
desire  entertained  by  his  government  to  meet  my  just  demands  on  behalf  of  her  maj- 
esty's snbjects  in  every  manner  that  the  deplorable  financial  condition  of  Mexico  would 
admit ;  and  further  expressed  the  readiness  of  the  Mexican  Govemmeat  to  do  whatever 
yonr  lordship  might  deem  proper  for  preventing  a  recnrrence  of  the  exactions  lately 
suffered  by  British  subjects  from  misinterpretation  or  deflcienees  in  the  international 
treaty,  from  which  many  of  the  existing  reclamations  have  arisen. 

I  thought  it,  therefore,  desirable  to  Mdress  him  a  brief  note  on  these  subjects,  in 
order  to  be  enabled  to  submit  to  yonr  lordship  some  definite  proposals  and  views^ 

The  unsettled  condition  and  future  prospects  of  Mexico,  and  the  experience  for  the 
last  three  years,  render  it,  I  feel  convinced,  of  obvioos  importance  that  all  articles  of 
disputed  interpretation  in  the  treaty  should  be  clearly  defined,  and  that  such  additions 
should  be  made  to  it  as  yonr  lordship  may  think  conducive  to  the  security  of  her  maj- 
esty^s  subjects,  and  to  the  advantage  of  British  interests. 

I  have  mucb  pleasure  iu  being  able  to  lay  before  yonr  lordship,  by  the  inclosed 
translation  of  Sefkor  Zarco's  reply,  the  official  declaration  of  the  desire  of  the  Mexican 
Government  to  meet  these  objects. 

This  government,  as  your  lordship  will  observe,  propose  to  refer  all  British  recla- 
mations, not  yet  recognized  by  it,  to  the  examination  and  final  decision  of  a  mixed 
commission,  and  to  assign  for  the  gradual  discharge  of  all  Euglish  claims  thus  or  pre- 
viously admitted  a  stated  portion  of  their  revenues. 

Seflor  Zarco  proceeds  to  state  the  willingness  of  his  government  to  define  or  extend, 
as  your  lordship  may  think  best,  in  the  usual  manner,  the  privileges  to  be  mutually 
enjoyed  by  British  and  Mexican  subjects  respectively,  and  makes,  in  the  name  of  the 
Mexican  Government,  the  declaration  that  they  stipulate  from  the  present  moment 
for  the  extension  of  the  right  of  exemption  from  forced  loans  in  the  ninth  article,  to 
exemption  from  extraordinary  contributions,  from  which  her  majesty's  subjects  have 
60  severely  suffered.  ♦  *  * 
I  have,  &c., 

GEORGE  B.  MATHEW. 
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[iDclosure.] 

Sviior  Zarco  to  Mr.  Matheiv. 

National  PALACEj'^/ejpioo,  March  27,  1861. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  of  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the  note  which  Mr. 
Mathew  was  pleased  to  address  hira,  under  date  ot  the  22d  instant,  in  which,  referring 
to  a  recent  conversation  he  had  with  the  undersigned  respecting  British  claims,  he 
expresses  a  desire  to  know  what  are  the  intentions  of  the  Mexican  Government  as  to 
their  liquidation  and  settlement.      «      »      • 

As  Mr.  Mathew,  in  the  note  to  which  the  undersigned  has  the  honor  of  replying, 
has  heen  pleased  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  laying  down  the  clear  meaning  of  some  of 
the  articles  of  the  existing  treaty  of  friendship  between  Great  Britain  and  Mexico,  the 
infraction  of  which  has  caused  many  of  the  reclamations,  the  government  of  the  under- 
signed x>erceive8  no  sort  of  inconvenience  in  making  with  that  of  Great  Britain  such 
declarations  as  may  seem  best  suited  to  prevent  for  the  future  all  species  of  doubt  or 
questions  of  interpretation,  so  that  the  natives  of  each  country  may  enjoy,  when  resi- 
dent in  the  other,  clear  and  defined  rights. 

Although,  in  order  to  arrive  at  this  result,  it  may  be  'needful  to  open  negotiations, 
and  to  give  the  proper  instructions  to  plenipotentiaries,  the  government  of  the  under- 
signed declare  that  from  the  present  moment  they  agree  with  respect  to  the  stipula- 
tions in  the  tenth  article  of  the  treaty  of  December  26, 1826,  to  extend  the  exemption 
from  forced  loans  to  extraordinary  contributions,  limiting  their  obligation  of  paying 
to  such  contributions  as  may  be  legally  established  in  accordance  with  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  republic,  and  to  those  which  the  States  may  impose  in  conformity  with 
their  particular  laws  and  their  municipal  regulations.  *  *  * 
The  undersigned,  &c., 

FRANCISCO  ZARCO. 


Mr.  Si'tvard  to  Mr.  Bomero,  Mexicnn  tniHiitter  hi  the  VnHed  States. 

(H.  Ex.  Doc.  73,  :K)th  Cong.,  1st  sess.,  p.  107.) 

Department  of  State, 

WashingtoHy  January  18,  1865. 

• 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  you  a  copy  of  a  dispatch,  No.  7,  of  December  30 
ultimo,  received  from  Mr.  Gilbert  M.  Cole,  the  commercial  a^ent  of  the  United  States 
at  Acapulco,  from  which  you  will  perceive  that  Governor  Diego  Alvarez,  of  the  State 
of  Guerrero,  who  has  reoccupied  that  port  since  its  recent  evacuation  by  the  I'^nch 
forces,  has  exacted  and  collected  over  again  from  citizens  of  the  United  States,  residing 
and  doing  business  at  the  port  of  Acapulco,  the  impost  duties  and  other  taxes  which 
had  been  previously  paid  by  them  to  the  French  authorities  while  that  port  was  in 
the  possession  of  the  forces  of  the  latter. 

.  In  the  present  anomalous  condition  of  affairs  in  Mexico,  the  great  distance  at  which 
the  government  of  President  Juarez  is  established,  precluding  almost  the  possibility 
of  rapid  and  sure  communication,  I  have  the  honor  to  call  your  attention  directly  to 
this  matter,  with  a  view  that  measures  may  be  adopted  by  you,  as  its  representa- 
tive, to  prevent  in  future  the  enforcement  of  such  arbitrary  proceedings  towards  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Gk)vernor  Alvarez,  and  also  that 
you  may  instruct  him  to  refund  the  amounts  already  collected  to  the  parties  who  have 
been  compelled  to  pay  them. 

The  United  States  has  hitherto  resisted  the  imposition  of  such  duties  upon  its  citi- 
zens in  cases  of  a  similar  nature  growing  out  of  the  frequent  changes  of  occupation  by 
contending  parties  in  revolutionary  times  in  the  American  states,  and  it  still  adheres 
to  the  principle  that  such  duties  cannot  lawfully  be  collected  except  when  the  ports 
are  in  the  actual  possession  of  the  parties  demanding  them,  and  that  in  no  case  can 
these  duties  and  taxes  be  twice  levied  upon  the  same  articles  and  for  the  same  pur- 
poses from  its  citizens. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my  very  distin- 
guished consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Seilor  Matias  Romero,  «V' ■,  ^Vmhintjton,  D.  C. 
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,  flnclosare.  I 

United  State.s  Consulate  at  Acapulco, 

Vecember  30,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  briefly  state  to  your  honor  a  matter  that  involves  the  interests 
of  American  citizens  at  this  consulate. 

About  seven  months  since  the  Mexican  authorities  here  issued  an  order  against  any 
persons  paying  any  taxes  or  impost  duties  to  any  other  parties  but  themselves,  and 
then  with  their  forces  abandoned  the  possession  of  Acapulco  to  the  French,  whose 
men-of-war  were  then  bombarding  the  town.  The  French  then  took  possession  of  and 
occupied  the  town  for  a  little  more  than  six  mouths,  during  which  time  they  exercised 
all  the  functions  of  authority  over  the  place,  and  collected  impost  duties  at  the  custom- 
house, &,c.j  and  on  the  12th  instant  they  evacuated  the  place  and  went  further  up  the 
coast  with  their  fleet. 

One  or  two  days  thereafter  Don  Diego  Alvarez,  governor  of  this  State  of  Guerrero, 
came  in  with  his  forces  and  re-established  his  government  over  the  place,  exclumvely  a 
State  goveiftmentjos  he  claims,  and  as  such  government  demanded  and  collected  of  Amer- 
ican citizens,  as  well  as  from  all  others,  the  custom-house  duties  over  again,  on  the 
same  articles  for  which  they  had  paid  duties  to  the  French  when  they  were  in  full 
authority  here. 

One  American  citizen  here,  John  A.  Sutter,  jr.,  had  paid  on  this  second  requisition 
$1,087,  and  others  smaller  amounts,  several  of  which  amount  to  a  few  hundreds.  I 
cannot  send  a  communication  to  the  city  of  Mexico  unless  I  hire  a  man  to  carry  it,  at 
an  expense  of  flfty  to  seventy-five  dollars. 

The  United  States  sloop-of-war  Saranac,  Commodore  Poor,  has  been  here  for  a  month 
or  more,  and  the  commodore  joins  me  in  soliciting  advice  about  this  matter^ 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GILBERT  M.  COLE, 
United  Stdfci*  Commercial  Agent,  AatpnJvo. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  .        . 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D,  C. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  CampbeU. 

(Foreign  Relations,  1866,  part  3,  p.  2.) 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  October  2,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  transmit  for  your  information  a  communication  received  at  this  department 
from  Monterey,  Mexico,  signed  by  Mr.  Joseph  Ulrich,  lately  appointed  consul  of  the 
United  States  to  that  city,  in  which  is  contained  a  petition  of  several  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  merchants  of  Monterey,  setting  forth  that  the  Liberal  authorities  of 
Monterey  had  lately  subjected  them  and  other  American  citizens  to  forced  loans, 
against  which  they  ask  the  protection  of  this  govemmeut.  Mr.  Ulrich  also  states  that 
several  citizens  of  the  United  States  are  held  to  service  in  the  Mexican  army  against 
their  inclination,  whose  respective  terms  of  service  have  expired. 

These  causes  will  necessitate  your  early  presence  at  your  post ;  and  vou  are  therefore 
instructed  to  proceed  to  Mexico  at  as  early  an  hour  as  convenient,  wnere  you  will  at 
once  lend  your  attention  to  the  proper  investigation  of  the  complaints  contained  in  the 
inclosed  documents. 
I  am,  &e., 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Mr.  Ulrich  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

Monterey,  Mexico,  August  28, 1S66. 

Sir:  Inclosed  iH  a  statement  of  grievances  from  a  portion  of  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  resident  here.  The  reason  for  its  not  being  more  generally  signed  is,  that  some 
declined  putting  their  names  to  it  for  fear  of  being  compromised  with  the  authoritien ; 
others  were  not  asked  to  sign  it,  as  it  was  feared  by  those  who  did,  they  would  not  be 
prudent  enough  to  keep  the  matter  to  themselves,  and  yet  all  sufler  in  common  with 
the  signers  to  the  document,  and  all  wish  redress.  This  letter  is  written  to  explain 
the  lack  of  more  signatures,  and,  also,  to  show  you  how  precarious  our  condition  is 
when  so  much  precaution  is  necessary  in  securing  our  rights,  and  that  yoxwsvwj  ^iRi^ 
how  necessary  it  is  for  our  interest  that  no  pubUcAly  »\\ov\\Cl\>^  ^x's^xy  V<i\>lvb  ^<c>^VkxaKvsX, 
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I  would  here  urge  on  the  departmeDt  the  necessity  oi  having  a  consul  hete  commis- 
fiioned.  As  matters  stand  I  cauuot  act,  and  there  are  now  several  cases  requiring  the 
attention  of  the  government.  Eight  Americans — three  white  and  five  colored  men — 
are  held  to  service  in  the  army  ;  their  time  is  expired,  as  they  say,  and  they  are  held 
contrary  to  all  law  and  justice ;  and  in  the  absence  of  my  commission  as  consul  1  am,, 
of  course,  unable  to  aid  them. 

Hoping  these  matters  will  receive  your  attention,  I  am,  vours,  respectfully, 

JOSEPH  ULRICH. 


J\'titwn  of  America H  citizens. 

Sir  :  We,  the  undersigned,  citizens  of  the  United  States,  residents  and  doing  busi- 
ness in  the  city  of  Monterey,  Mexico,  take  this  means  of  calling  the  attention  of  our 
government  to  our  situation  as  regards  "  forced  loans  "  (prestamos)  now  being  levied 
on  us  by  the  Liberal  authoritieH,  for  the  purpose  of  raising  money  for  their  officials  and 
soldiers,  contrary  to  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  between  the  two  countries,  without 
any  regular  system  of  taxation,  and  merely  subject,  as  to  amount  and  frequency,  to 
the  will  of  the  chief  who  may  temporarily  be  in  power.  That  these  "  prestamos  "  are, 
in  almost  every  case,  levied  upon  merchants  alone,  and  thus  fall  inevitably  on  Ameri- 
can residents,  they  mostly  being  in  commercial  business. 

That  Americans,  in  common  with  all  foreigners,  sutler  severely,  as  in  every  case  dis* 
tiuctions  are  made  between  the  amounts  required  from  the  native  or  foreign  merchant 
in  the  favor  of  the  former. 

We  would  also  represent  that  on  a  recent  occasion,  since  the  departure  of  the  French 
from  Matamoros,  a  loan  was  ordered  from  the  commerce  of  that  city,  which  afterward 
wiis  made  exceptional  as  to  Americans,  owing  to  the  pressure  brought  to  bear  from  the 
American  side  of  the  Rio  Grande,  which  furnishes  conclusive  evidence  that  where 
these  people  can  be  ox>erated  on  by  a  direct  application  of  the  power  of  our  govern- 
ment, they  will  respect  our  rights  and  their  treaty  obligations. 

In  view  of  this,  and  the  fact  of  our  distance  from  any  body  of  the  Unit-ed  States 
forces,  we  respectfully  ask  that  some  steps  be  taken  by  our  government  to  save  os  from 
utter  ruin  in  the  shape  of  a  constant  drain  of  our  means,  especially  now,  when  we  have 
every  reason  to  look  for  constant  changes  among  the  leaders  here,  each  one  of  whom, 
as  usual,  on  entering  upon  his  career,  considers  the  mercantile  portion  of  the  com- 
munity as  the  only  proper  subjects  ior  his  exactions.  During  the  French  occupancy, 
under  a  despotic  tyranny  which  regarded  the  rights  of  no  one,  unrecognized  as  it  was 
by  our  government,  we  had  nothing  to  hope  for,  and  submitted  ;  but  now,  with  the 
advent  of  the  Liberals,  we  are  led  to  think  that  wo  can  have  at  least  the  protection  of 
our  own  government,  having  nothing  to  hope  from  any  consideration  these  people 
will  have  for  their  treaty  obligations,  or  gratitude  for  services,  or  sympathy  received 
from  the  United  States,  unless  forced  to  do  so,  as  in  the  instance  recited  above. 

So,  we  ask  yon  to  demand  for  ns  rights  refused  us  as  individuals;  to  do  this  not  by 
correspondence  merely,  as  that  will  be  of  no  avail,  but  by  sending  a  special  agent,  a 
man  of  character  and  firmness,  who  can  settle  the  matter  at  once  and  forever,  and  thus 
furnish  a  precedent  here  in  Monterey  which  may  be  followed  over  the  whole  republic. 
The  party  sent  must  come  with  full  powers  to  enforce  his  wishes,  as  otherwise  his  visit 
will  be  useless.  These  people  will  not  listen  to  consuls  or  agents  resident  here,  as  they 
are  well  aware  how  little  attention  is  paid  to  reports  from  such  officials ;  but  a  special 
agent  on  the  subject  oi  prestamos  (and  all  the  better  if  his  name  is  identified  with  our 
Army)  will  command  their  attention.  We  ask  this  as  we  know  it  to  be  the  only  means 
of  redressing  these  constant  outrages,  and  we  hope  our  government  will  think  the 
matter  of  sufficient  importance  to  receive  attention,  involving  as  it  does  the  ruin  of 
American  citizens  who  are  compelled  by  their  business  position  to  remain  in  this  coun- 
try, where  their  property  is  thus  insecure,  merely  from  the  neglect  on  the  part  of  their 
government  heretofore  to  protect  them.  The  absolute  necessity  of  this  protection  will 
be  evident  when  we  inform  von  that  the  penalty  attached  to  a  refusal  to  pay  promptly 
those  prestamos  is  confiscation  of  property,  imprisonment,  or  banishment  from  the 
country.  We  have,  therefore,  no  alternative,  in  the  absence  of  a  thorough  understand- 
ing between  the  two  governments  in  relation  to  the  matter,  but  to  yield  to  their  exac- 
tions or  to  subject  ourselves  to  the  penalties  above  named. 

D.  D.  BRAMARD. 
CHARLES  RUSSELL. 
R.  DRESSEL. 
JOSEPH  ULRICH. 
JAMES  N.  LANGSTROTH. 
M.  W.  STARR,  Jr. 

Hon.  WILL! AM  H.  Seward, 

iSecretary  of  State  of  the  United  States, 
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Mr,  rinmh  to  Mr,  Seward, 
(Foreign  Relations,  1867,  part  2,  p.  378.) 

New  Orleans,  March  18, 1867. 

Sin ;  During  my  stay  here  I  have  occupied  some  of  my  leisure  in  reading  a  work 
which  has  accidentally  fallen  into  my  bands,  containing  the  official  publication  by  the 
Mexican  Government  of  the  correspondence  connected  with  the  rupture  between  France 
and  Mexico  that  occurred  in  1838-'39,  and  which  was  followed  by  the  attack  by  the 
Prince  de  Jolnville  on  Vera  Cruz. 

I  find  one  of  the  prominent  points  of  complaint  then  urged  by  France  waa  that  of 
<^  forced  loans,''  which  formed  the  second  principal  point  in  the  ultimatum  then  pre- 
sented. In  the  recent  demands  of  France  and  of  the  allied  powers  on  Mexico,  that 
point  baa  not  formed  a  subject  of  special  correspondence  or  mention^  nor  do  I  know 
what  has  been  the  treatment  of  the  subject  by  our  own  legations  previous  to  1861,  but 
since  that  period  all  that  has  transpired  relating  to  it  is  what  I  referred  to  in  my  offi- 
cial note  to  the  department  of  the  8th  instant.  I  have,  therefore,  thought  that  as  the 
topic  is  one  of  some  interest,  and  may  have  to  form  the  subject  of  future  and  perhaps 
early  correspondence,  the  views  of  the  French  Government  as  presented  at  the  period 
I  have  referred  to,  and  the  stand  taken  by  the  Mexican  Government  at  that  time,  might 
not  be  altogether  without  interest  as  a  matter  of  reference. 

I  have  consequently  made  a  translation  of  such  portions  of  the  correspondence  as 
most  clearly  show  the  character  and  interpretation  given  to  what  are  termed  *'  forced 
loans,"  and  the  views  of  the  respective  governments  upon  the  subject.  The  views  then 
taken  are  equally  pertinent  to  the  discussion  of  the  subject  at  the  present  tiaie,  and 
the  concession  of  the  whole  question  offered  to  be  made  by  the  Mexicau  Govern raeut 
may  be  important. 

To  this  latter  point  I  would  beg  respectfully  to  call  attention. 
I  am,  «&c., 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 


FORCED  LOANS  IN  MEXICO.— FRENCH  VIEW. 

lUiron  Deffandis  to  the  Minhter  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

Legation  of  France  in  Mexico, 

Mexico,  June  27,  1836. 

The  undersigned,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France,  has  read  in  the  public  papers, 
first,  a  decree  of  the  general  congress  of  the  17th  of  this  month,  which  authorizes  the 
government  to  impose,  for  the  purpose  of  covering  the  deficit  ei^isting  in  the  public 
revenues,  a  forced  loan  of  $2,000,000,  which  is  to  oe  apportioned  upon  all  the  extent 
of  t>he  republic,  and  in  such  a  manner  that  the  maximum  of  each  contribution  shall 
not  exceed  $1,000.  Second,  an  order  of  the  supreme  government,  by  which  the  contri- 
butions which  are  to  be  exacted  are  divided  into  four  classes^  the  first  of  $1,000,  the 
second  of  $500,  the  thiid  of  $250,  and  the  fourth  of  $100.  Finally,  a  list  addressed  to 
the  minister  of  treasury  which  contains  the  names  of  200  firms  or  individuals  estab- 
lished in  Mexico,  upon  whom  is  imposed  the  maximum  of  $1,000. 

The  undersigned  reserved  to  liimself  to  present  at  a  later  moment  to  the  Mexican 
Government  general  observations  against  forced  loans,  which,  among  all  means  of  pro- 
curing money,  are  the  most  contrary  to  the  principles  of  j^olitical  economy,  as  well  as 
of  equity,  and  which  rather  appear  contributions  imposed  in  time  of  war  and  wiih  the 
idea  of  penalty,  by  a  victorious  army  upon  its  enemies,  than  imposts  exacted  in  time 
of  peace  and  for  the  purpose  of  the  public  utility  by  a  regular  government  from  its 
citizens.  But  the  undersigned  believes  it  to  be  his  duty  to  abstain  at  present  from 
such  discussions. 

On  the  one  hand  he  has  been  a  witness  for  a  short  time  past  to  the  efforts  which  the 
administration  has  made  with  congress  to  obtain  the  establishment  of  a  system  of  finance 
more  in  harmony  with  the  present  state  of  civilization  and  of  science,  as  well  as  with 
certain  recent  portions  of  the  legislation  of  Mexico,  and  he  therefore  hopes  the  system 
of  forced  loans  approaches  its  termination.  On  the  other  hand,  he  cannot  deny  that 
the  present  extraordinary  circumstances  in  which  the  republic  is  placed  demand  prompt 
and  extraordinary  measures,  and  this  last  consideration  is  sufficient  to  lead  him  to 
maintain  silence. 

The  sentiments  of  friendship  which  unite  France  and  Mexico,  also,  do  not  permit 
the  undersigned  to  discuss  too  readily  with  the  supreme  government  the  measures  of 
public  policy  to  which  it  may  be  obliged  to  resort.  He  will  not,  therefore,  present 
any  objection  against  the  principle  of  the  present  forced  loan ;  he  only  believes  it  his 
imperative  duty  to  address  to  SeRor  Monosterio  his  representations  with  reference  to 


378  APPENDIX   E. 

the  apportionment  which  has  been  made  of  the  loan  by  the  list  addressed  to  the  min- 
ister of  the  treasury. 

The  undersigned  would  have  desired  to  await  the  subsequent  lists^  in  order  t-o  judge 
and  discuss  with  more  precision  the  sum  total  and  the  general  apportionment  of  the 
part  that  has  to  be  collected  in  Mexico.  But  he  finds  himself  obliged  to  hasten  his 
reclamations  by  reason  of  the  short  term  of  eight  days  conceded  for  the  payments ; 
and  being  obliged  to  believe,  at  the  same  time,  that  the  future  lists  will  be^  conceived 
in  the  same  spirit  as  the  one  already  published,  he  will  proceed  to  argue 'upon  that 
natural  hypothesis. 

Of  $*20d,000,  the  total  of  the  sums  the  collection  of  which  is  ordered,  by  the  minis- 
terial list,  in  Mexico,  more  than  $40,000  are  to  be  paid  by  foreigners;  that  is  to  say, 
these  are  called  upon  to  pay  more  than  the  fifth  pai-t  of  the  impost.  If,  then,  as  is 
unquestionable,  the  apportionment  of  an  impost,  whatever  it  may  be,  cannot  have 
more  than  two  equitable  bases,  to  wit,  the  number  and  the  fortune  of  the  contributors, 
it  is  easy  to  prove,  by  the  most  simple  calculation,  established  upon  these  two  bases, 
that  the  foreigners,  and  consequently  the  French,  are  enormously  overcharged. 

1.  The  undersigned  will  not  pretend  to  make  a  comparison  between  the  number  of 
the  foreign  popnlation  and  the  total  population  of  Mexico.  This  comparison  would 
not  be  logical,  because  the  greater  par6  of  the  indigenous  population  are  in  a  condi- 
tion that  renders  it  absolutely  impossible  that  they  should  pay  even  the  least  part  of 
the  impost,  and  consequently  they  cannot  enter  into  any  calculation.  But  limiting 
himself,  as  is  just,  to  establishing  a  comparison  between  the  number  of  the  foreign 
population  and  of  all  that  portion  of  the  national  popnlation  that  are  in  condition  to 
bear  their  part  of  the  taxes,  it  is  evident  that  the  foreign  population,  far  from  contrib- 
uting toward  the  present  forced  loan  in  the  proportion  of  one-fifth,  should  pay  scarcely 
the  twentieth. 

2.  If,  further,  the  question  is  examined  under  the  aspect  of  the  comparative  riches 
of  the  two  classes  of  contributors,  native's  and  foreigners,  the  conclusion  deduced  will 
be  even  more  unfavorable  to  the  ministerial  apportionment.  In  fact,  the  religioas 
corporations  of  the  capital  alone,  who  do  not  contribute  more  than  the  sum  of  $11,000, 
are  immensely  richer  ii^  capital  and  even  in  income  than  all  the  foreign  popnlation 
united,  who  are  called  upon  to  pay  more  than  $40,000.  It  is  sufficient,  to  ascertain 
this,  to  cast  a  glance  over  the  statistics  attached  to  the  report  presented  to  congress 
by  the  minister  of  ecclesiastical  affairs  in  1833. 

Adding  then  to  these  riches  of  the  religious  corporations  the  very  considerable  and 
well-known  wealth  of  the  Mexican  citizens  who  appear  in  the  ministerial  list,  and 
adding  further,  as  is  necessary,  the  property  of  all  other  persons  who  are  in  a  condition 
to  bear  a  part  of  the  impost,  it  is  impossible  not  to  arrive  at  least  at  this  conclusion, 
that  the  foreign  population,  in  place  of  paying  a  fifth  part  of  the  loan,  ought  to  pay 
scarcely  a  fiftieth  part. 

The  projected  apportionment  of  this  loan  is,  therefore,  in  so  far  as  relates  to  foreign- 
ers, and,  consequently,  in  so  far  as  relates  to  the  French,  beyond  all  the  limits  indi- 
cated by  the  two  sole  bases  upon  which  an  apportionment  of  this  character  can  be 
equitably  adjusted. 

It  also  appears  a  conseq^uence  entirely  contrary  to  justice  toestablish  a  maximum  of 
$1,000,  and  still  more  a  minimum  of  $100,  which  have  been  assigned,  respectively,  as 
the  limits  of  the  individual  quotas. 

In  fact  a  maximum  of  $1,0)00  cannot  be  equitable,  except  in  so  far  as  it  applies  ex- 
clusively to  persons  for  whom  it  is  an  insignificant  charge,  and  perhaps  only  deprives 
them  of  a  small  part  of  their  superfluous  income.  If,  on  the  contrary,  there  is  a  neces- 
sity to  apply  it  to  persons  for  whom  it  is  a  very  heavy  burden,  and  whom  it  deprives 
not  only  of  an  essential  part  of  their  income,  but  sometimes  of  a  portion  more  or  less 
considerable  of  their  capital,  it  is  evident  that  this  maximum  has  been  fixed  upon  false 
calculations,  and  that,  theoretically  conceived  in  a  spirit  of  moderation,  it  is  practi- 
cally supremely  oppressive. 

With  reference  to  the  minimum  of  $100,  in  no  case  can  it  appear  equitable.  If  it 
should  be  applied  to  the  generality  of  contributors,  it  would  produce  infinitely  more 
than  the  loan  decreed,  and  would  be  totally  ruinous  for  a  multitude  of  persons.  If,  on 
the  contrary,  as  is  probable,  it  is  not  applied  except  to  a  small  number  of  individuals, 
it  will  result  that  the  greater  part  of  the  population  that  are  in  a  condition  to  pay 
some  part  of  the  impost  will  pay  nothing.  Why  this  uujnst  privilege  f  Such  persons 
as  cannot  contribute  with  $100,  might,  perhaps,  with  $80,  $60,  $40,  $*20,  $10,  or  $5. 

These  small  quotas  would  be  so  much  the  more  proper  to  re-establish  justice  in  the 
apportionment  of  the  impost  by  the  diminution  of  the  higher  quotas,  as  it  is  always  the 
small  cantributions  that  yield  the  greatest  sums;  as  is  proved  by  the  history  of  finance  in 
all  countries. 

Under  grave  circumstances,  such  as  those  in  which  the  republic  is  now  placed,  an  ap- 
portionment of  impost-s  which  should  exact  only  from  every  person  interested  in  the 
security  and  tranquillity  of  the  county  such  sacrifices  as  are  in  proportion  to  the  means 
of  each  won  Id  be  a  measure  so  necessary  and  just  that  no  one  would  have  a  right  to 
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complain.  lu  this  manner^  in  bis  own  country,  which  has  had  its  periods  of  misfor- 
tune, the  undersigned  has  seen  all  the  inhabitants  who  had  the  means  to  do  it  hasten 
to  the  succor  of  the  state,  from  the  king,  who  gave  his  millions,  to  the  laborer,  who 
gave  five  francs.  But  an  apportionment  of  contributions  which  scarcely  touches  large 
fortunes,  and  does  not  reach  in  any  manner  the  poorer,  but  which  annihilates  the 
middle  class,  or  those  whom  it  is  pretended  are  such,  cannot  but  give  rise  to  unusual 
and  well-founded  reclamations.  Thus  the  undersigned  has  received  the  most  earnest 
complaints  from  his  compatriots  with  reference  to  the  apportoinment  of  the  present 
forced  loan ,  and  he  can  do  no  less  than  to  1  isten  to  these  complaints  and  become  their  organ . 
Besides,  with  all  confidence,  the  undersigned  submits  the  preceding  considerations  to 
the  intelligence  of  the  supreme  administration,  and  expects  from  its  justice  an  appor- 
tionment of  contributions  founded  upon  bases  entirely  different,  at  least  so  far  as  re- 
lates to  the  subjects  of  His  Majesty,  and  he  especially  solicits  Seuor  Mouasterio  to  co- 
operate with  all  his  influence  toward  this  just  end. 

The  undersigned  renews,  «&c., 

BARON  DEFFANDIS. 
Seilor  A.  Moxasterio, 

Charged  tpiih  the  Vepartmeiif  of  Fonhju  Relations, 


Legation  of  Fraxce  in  Mexico, 

Mexico^  April  11,  1837. 

The  last  forced  loan  of  two  millions  imposed  in  Mexico  has  called  the  most  serious 
attention  of  the  Government  of  France  to  the  general  question  with  reference  to  this 
<;lass  of  imposts. 

Perhaps  there  is  no  country  in  the  world  where  the  government  has  not  been  obliged 
to  resort,  besides  the  ordinary  and  permanent  contributions,  to  those  of  an  extraordi- 
nary and  temporary  character;  and  it  is,  without  doubt,  bv  reason  of  this  example 
that  the  different  administrations  which  have  succeeded  in  Mexipo  since  the  independ- 
ence have  come  to  establish,  besides  the  fixed  imposts,  their  forced  loans.  On  the 
other  hand,  foreigners  have  submitted  to  these  loans  by  virtue  of  the  general  principle 
according  to  which  strangers  established  in  whatever  country  should,  outside  of  cer- 
tain known  exceptions,  bear  the  same  charges  as  the  native  citizens. 

But  such  measures  and  such  doctrines,  which  are  perfectly  just  imder  certain  circum- 
stances, may  be  entirely  inadmissible  under  different  circumstances. 

First.  In  all  nations  regularly  administered  extraordinary  and  temporary  contribu- 
tions are  never  exacted,  except  in  special  cases  of  extreme  necessity,  and  excessively 
rare. 

Thus  it  is  that  no  contribution  of  this  class  has  been  collected  in  France  since  the 
year  1816 ;  that  is  to  say,  for  twenty-one  years. 

In  Mexico,  on  the  contrary,  forced  loans  appear  to  be  the  favorite  combination  of 
the  ministers  of  finance.  In  the  month  of  December,  1835  (in  order  not  to  cite  acts 
entirely  recent),  the  tii*st  forced  loan  was  decreed ;  in  the  month  of  June,  181^,  it  was 
followed  by  the  second ;  and  finally,  in  the  month  of  December  of  the  same  year,  1836, 
a  ministerial  proposal  (which  fortunately  did  not  receive  the  legislative  sanction) 
sought  to  establish,  in  fact,  the  third  loan,  under  the  appearance  of  an  augmentation 
of  the  quotas  of  the  M^cond. 

In  this  manner  the  extraordinary  impost^*,  which  in  other  nations  only  create  a  mo- 
mentary embarrassment  to  the  contributors,  are  here  a  constant  and  continuous  source 
of  rnin. 

Extraordinary  contributions,  whether  they  rest  upon  all  the  territory  and  upon  all 
the  population  capable  of  sustaining  the  charge,  or  whether  it  appears  more  just  to 
exact  them  only  in  certain  localities  and  from  certain  particular  classes  of  society,  are 
apportioned,  in  all  countries,  in  so  far  as  possible,  according  to  the  legal,  proportion- 
able, and  consequently  equitable  bases  which  are  adopte<l  for  ordinary  imposf-s. 

This,  for  example,  is  what  occurred  in  France  with  reference  to  the  extraordinary 
contribution,  already  mentioned,  of  1816,  placed  upon  the  city  of  Paris. 

In  Mexico,  on  the  contrary,  the  apportionment  of  the  forced  loan  is  made  by  esti- 
mates purely  aclministrative,  without  fixed  basis,  and  necessarily  accompanied  by  a 
multitude  of  instances  of  injustice,  and  this  injustice  in  apportionment  is  another  source 
of  ruin  to  the  persons  from  whom  they  are  exacted. 

Third,  and  finally,  foreigners,  besides  being  subjected  here  in  the  exaction  of  forced 
loans  to  the  general  grave  inconveniences  just  mentioned,  have  a  special  reason  for 
complaint. 

In  place  of  paying  in  Mexico,  as  in  other  places,  such  part  of  the  forced  loans  as  is 
in  proportion  to  their  fortunes  compared  with  those  of  the  citizens  of  the  country,  they 
have  constantly  to  support,  the  heaviest  part  of  these  imposts.  This  result,  so  little  i^ 
conformity  with  natural  equity  and  the  principles  ot  p\\Vi\\c  \\^\.  \xv»\s\  ^\\ss\sl  S^.  v*. 
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clerivrd,  arises  from  the  fact  that  on  the  one  hand  there  are  fonnd  only  a  small  number 
of  native  citizens  comprehended  in  the  apportionment  of  the  loans,  while  very  few  for- 
eigners are  omitted  from  it ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  that  the  greater  part  of  the  native 
citizens  comprehended  in  it  are  not  made  to  pay,  while  all  foreigners  found  in  the  same 
case  are  prosecuted  with  the  greatest  rigor. 

These  facts  are  of  public  notoriety.  The  proofs  are  within  the  knowledge  of  all, 
and  one  of  the  most  notable  instances  has  lately  occurred  in  the  failure  to  comply  with 
the  legal  disposition  which  requires  the  publication  of  the  lists  of  the  persons  who 
have  paid  their  quotas  in  the  forced ioan  of  2,000,000. 

According  to  the  special  instructions  which  have  been  received  by  the  legation  of 
France,  the  considerations  which  precede  have  appeared  to  the  government  of  His 
Majesty  more  than  sufficient  to  take  the  resolution  of  which  the  undersigned  has  been 
charged  to  inform  the  Mexican  administration,  which  is,  not  to  tolerate  the  applica- 
tion to  French  subjects  of  any  forced  loans,  under  whatever  denomiuatiou  that  may  be 
established. 

But  the  government  of  the  King  has  oliserved  that  it  can,  besides,  found  its  deter- 
mination in  this  sense  upon  article  9  of  the  declaration  of  1827,  and  it  has  blamed  the 
undersigned  for  not  having  appealed  to  this  article  when  the  loan  of  2,000,000  was  first 
levietl. 

With  reference  to  this  loan  in  particular,  the  government  of  His  Majesty,  from  senti- 
ments of  loyalty  which,  perhaps,  will  be  found  worthy  of  note,  has  not  withdrawn 
from  the  concessions  of  principle  which  its  representative  here,  without  instructions 
and  even  against  those  he  had,  has  taken  upon  himst^lf  to  make. 

It  would  not,  therefore,  have  asked  that  the  French  subjects  should  be  indemnified 
for  the  quotas  that  they  have  paid  under  the  loan  of  2,000,000  if  the  loan  ha<l  been  es- 
tablished upon  a  common  agreement,  and  according  to  the  legal,  proportional,  and 
equitable  apportionment  proposed  by  the  undersigned.  But  the  legation  of  the  King 
is  ordered  to  demand,  in  the  most  x)08iti  ve  manner,  the  restoration  of  the  sums  of  which 
his  subjects  have  been  thus  violently  deprived. 

The  undersigned  requests  Sefior  Mouosterio  to  have  the  goodness  to  communicate  to 
him  the  definitive  determinations  of  the  supreme  government  upon  the  two  ques- 
tions, the  one  general  and  the  other  special,  treated  of  in  this  not«,  and  has  the  honor 
to  renew,  &c.,  &c. 

BARON  DEFFANDIS. 

Sefior  A.  Mona8TERIo, 

Chwged  with  the  Department  of  Foreign  ItvlatioHs, 

Second  point  of  the  complaint  of  France  in  the  final  uUimatnm  presented  hythe  French  pleni- 
potentiary from  the  anchorage  at  Satrificiofty  March  21,  1&38. 

*'  II.  The  collec  tion,  by  means  of  violence,  of  forced  loans,  contrary  in  their  nature 
as  well  to  public  law  as  to  the  existing  treaties,  and  not  less  opposed  to  the  principles 
of  equity  by  reason  of  the  unjust  partiality  of  their  apportionment.'' 

Demanded  hy  France  as  a  treaty  stipulation,  article  4,  clause  2. 

''  Not  to  impose  in  any  case  in  the  future,  upon  the  subjects  of  His  Majesty,  either 
contributions  of  war  of  any  class,  or  imposts  similar  or  analogous  to  those  known  under 
the  denomination  of  *  forced  loans,'  whatever  may  be  their  pur]>ose  or  object." 

Final  project  of  a  convention  presented  hy  the  French  plenipotentiary  in  the  conferent^s  at 
Jalapoy  Xocember  20,  lf!3S,JHSt  before  the  outbreak  of  hostilities. 

Akticlk  I.  Until  a  treaty  of  amity,  commerce,  and  navigation,  based  upon  the  com- 
mon interests  of  the  two  countries,  shall  establish  in  a  definite  and  invariable  manner 
the  relations  between  France  and  Mexico,  these  relations  shall  be  provisionally  gov- 
erned, by  the  act  known  by  the  name  of  the  declarations  of  1827  (although  not  yet 
ratified^  principally  to  what  relates  to  articles  7,  9,  and  11  of  said  declaration. 

Article  9  of  said  declaration  is  as  follows : 

**  In  all  that  relates  to  the  police  of  the  ports,  the  loading  and  discharging  of  vessels, 
security  of  merchandise,  property,  and  efi'ecis,  the  inhabitants  of  the  two  countries 
shall  be  respectively  subject  to  the  laws  and  statutes  of  the  territory  where  they  reside. 
They  shall  be  equally  exempt  from  all  forced  military  service  of  sea  and  land,  and 
there  shall  not  be  imposed  especially  upon  them  any  forced  loans.  Their  property,  also, 
shall  not  be  subject  to  other  charges,  requisitions,  or  imposts  than  those  paid  by  native 
citizens." 
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MEXICAN  VIEW. 

HxpoditioH  pubUtahed  afttr  the  war  had  commenced^  by  tlm  minUter  of  foreign  affairSj  Don 
Louis  G.  C'tievaft,  upon  the  differences  with  France,  being  a  r^umi  of  the  course  purHued  in 
the  negotiaiianit  and  the  stand  taken  by  the  Mexican  Government.    Mexico,  January  10, 1839. 

[Extract] 

With  reference  to  forced  loans,  Frauce  should  have  proceeded  with  frankness  and 
learned  the  real  sentiments  entertained  by  the  goYernment  with  reference  to  this  spe- 
cies of  taxation. 

Forced  loans,  as  all  know,  have  been  imposed  in  circumstances  of  difficulty  and  of 
extraordinary  want  of  resources  for  the  nation. 

Whenever  this  measure  has  been  taken,  it  has  given  rise  to  heated  discussions  and 
has  been  looked  upon  with  repugnance  by  both  foreigners  and  natives. 

The  gov/emment,  notwithstanding,  compelled  by  necessity,  has  not  been  able  to  do 
less  than  to  adopt  means  as  well  known  to  be  undesirable  as  regretted  by  all. 

The  existing  treaties  do  not  prohibit  forced  loans  where  they  are  general,  and  though 
the  foreign  text  of  some  appears  to  prohibit  them  generally,  the  Spanish  proves  in  the 
most  irrefragable  manner  that  the  prohibition  only  extends  to  special  forced  leans,  and 
not  to  those  which  comprehend  all  classes. 

It  cannot  be  doubted,  also,  that  the  government  should  consult  the  Spanish  text,  nor 
should  it  be  restrained  in  any  manner  by  the  stipulation  relative  to  the  declarations 
of  1827,  for  besides  the  fact  that  the  Spanish  of  these  has  the  same  signitioation  as 
that  of  the  treaties,  it  is  very  obvious  that,  as  the  said  declarations  have  not  been  rat- 
itied,  they  are  of  no  force  or  value. 

Notwitiistanding  this,  the  good  intention  of  the  government,  its  equity,  and  the  de- 
sire with  which  it  was  animated  to  make  known  to  that  of  France  that  in  the  adjust- 
ment of  the  existing  differences  it  would  never  abandon  the  principles  that  it  believed 
most  io  conformity  with  the  universal  practice  of  civilized  countries,  requirM  that  in 
this  point  it  should  manifest  a  disposition  favorable  to  satisfy  the  demand  relative  to 
France. 

Forced  loans,  in  fact,  indicate  by  their  very  name  an  arbitrary  act  and  an  attack 
upon  property:  the  violence  by  which  they  may  be  exacted,  and  the  difficulty  of  an 
equitable  and  proportionate  application,  have  rendered  inevitable  measures  as  alarm- 
ing as  disagreeable  for  Mexicans  and  foreigners.  They  have  been  viewed,  also,  in  a 
very  unfavorable  manner  by  other  governments  of  friendly  nations,  and,  indeed,  have 
appeared  little  in  conformity  with  the  principles  of  order  and  civilization  of  all  repre- 
sentative countries.  In  view,  therefoi-e,  of  these  observations,  as  well  founded  as  po- 
litic, this  point  ought  to  be  ceded,  but  in  such  a  manner  as  shall  not  be  understood  to 
be  a  special  concession  to  the  Government  of  France,  but,  taken  as  a  general  resolution 
not  to  impose  forced  loans  in  the  future,  the  i-eclamatiou  with  respect  to  the  French 
will  at  the  same  time  be  satisfied. 

This  declaration  would  not  in  any  way  impair  the  legality  of  these  loans  in  the  past, 
nor  give  rise  to  reclamations  from  other  powers,  because,  although  on  the  part  of 
Mexico  it  should  be  agreed  not  to  impose  them  in  the  future,  no  responsibility  wonld 
be  assumed  for  the  past,  with  respect  to  which  the  reasons  on  which  the  declarations 
would  be  founded  would  be  solely  that  of  public  convenience  and  policy,  and  not  of 
rigorous  right  nor  of  strict  justice.  The  present  administration  can  proceed  upon  this 
point  with  all  the  more  liberty  from  the  explanations  that  have  already  been  made  in 
congress  by  the  organ  of  the  ministry  regarding  the  inconveniences  of  forced  loans, 
and  the  desirableness  that  they  should  not  hereafter  be  decreed  by  the  legislative 
body.  Thus,  notwithstanding  the  extraordinary  scarcity  in  the  treasury  in  conse- 
quence of  the  blockade  of  the  ports  of  the  republic,  there  has  not  been  initiated  during 
my  administration  any  such  measure,  and  there  have  been  only  proposed  such  as  were 
in  conformity  with  the  indisputable  right  of  the  nation,  to  provide  sufficiently  for  the 
public  expenditures. 

The  article  of  the  convention  of  Jalapa  relative  to  this  subject  avoided  all  difficul- 
ties, was  in  conformity  with  all  that  could  be  desired  in  the  adjustment  by  the  gov- 
ernments of  friendly  nations  and  by  the  Mexicans  themselves,  and  has  manifested 
equally  that  on  the  part  of  Mexico  all  would  be  ceded  that  it  was  possible  to  yield, 
and  the  convenience  of  facilitating  the  desired  adjustment  was  recognized. 

Final  pi'opositiou  of  convention  submitted  by  the  Mexican  plenipotcntiu)^  at  Jalapa,  No- 
vember 26,  l«3b. 

Article  6.  The  Mexican  Government  being  agreed  that  forced  loans  shall  not  be 
imposed  either  upon  natives  or  upon  foreigners,  the  demand  of  the  Government  of 
France  in  this  point  with  rcsx^ect  to  French  citizens  is,  consequently,  satisfied. 

Spanish  text, 

Articulo  6.  Estando  conforme  el  gobierno  Mexicano  en  que  no  «»  vca.^\^%i&».  -^x^^- 
tamos  forzosos  ni  ii  nacionales  ni  ji  estranjeros  queda  en  ^iow^'ecxi^YLOA'a^  ^-aXX^Vii.Oaa.^^^i^ 
eatepiiDto  la  demanda  del  gobierno  de  Francia  reap<icto  k\oi^  Q\w^\jA»s^o^^'t^'^^'^^ft^» 
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Memorandum, 

(Foreign  Kelationg.  l'^67,  part  2,  p.  544.) 

Washington,  March  28,  18G7. 

Mr.  Romero  said  that  he  read  with  attention  the  memorandum  of  the  examiner  of 
claims  of  the  department,  handed  to  him  by  Mr.  Seward;  that  Mr.  Romero  thinks  it 
very  reasonable,  so  far  as  it  admits  that  a  government  has  the  right  to  impress  the 
money  of  the  residents,  when  in  extreme  need  of  it,  .just  as  it  can  impress  horses,  ships, 
&.C.,  this  right  being  one  of  eminent  domain;  that  Mr.  Romero  has  no  instnictions 
from  his  government  to  begin  or  enter  into  negotiations  with  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  for  the  purpose  contemplated  in  said  memorandum;  but  that  be  will 
submit  that  paper  to  the  Mexican  Government,  and  will  ask  for  instructions  on  the 
subject,  and  that,  in  the  meanwhile,  the  negotiatioH  may  be  considered  as  commenced. 


FORCED  LOANS   IN   MEXICO. 

Ik'KEAU  OF  Claims,  March  27, 1867. 

Our  treaties  with  Mexico  do  not  contain  any  direct  stipulation  against  the  levying 
of  forced  loans  from  American  citizens.  The  third  article,  however,  of  the  treaty  of 
1H31  (8  Stat.,  410)  provides  that  'Hhey  shall  not  pay  higher  or  other  duties,  imposts, 
or  fees  whatsoever  than  those  which  the  most  favored  nations  are  or  may  be  obliged 
to  pay ;  and  shall  enjoy  all  the  rights,  privileges,  and  exemptions,  with  respect  to  nav- 
igation and  commerce,  which  the  citizens  of  the  most  favored  nations  do  or  may  enjoy." 
A  forced  loan  is  not  strictly  included  within  the  terms  "duties,  imposts,  or  feee ; "  and 
if  immunity  should  be  claimed  under  the  clause  securing  such  " privileges  and  exemp- 
tions" as  the  citizens  of  the  most  favored  nations  enjoy,  it  might  be  alleged,  with  some 
plausibility,  that  *'  privileges  and  exemptions,  with  respect  to  navigation  and  com- 
merce," do,  not  nccessanly  include  exemptions  in  respect  to  taxation,  or  to  loans 
enforced  as  a  necessity,  arising  from  inability  to  procure  funds  by  taxation.  I  think, 
however,  this  is  no  more  than  plausible.  A  loan,  properly  speaking,  is  a  commercial 
transaction.  It  does  not,  as  it  seems  to  me,  lie  in  the  mouth  of  the  Mexican  Govern- 
ment to  allege  that  it  is  taken  out  of  that  category  because  it  is  enforced.  It  is  not  the 
less  a  bargain  because  one  party  enters  into  it  against  his  will,  as  against  those  who 
apply  the  duress. 

If  this  be  so,  then  our  citizens  are  protected  from  such  impositions,  because  Mexico 
guaranteed  to  British  subjects,  by  the  10th  article  of  her  treaty  with  Great  Britain  of 
December  26,  1826  (3  Hertslet,  252),  that  "  no  forced  loans  shall  be  levied  upon  them." 

It  seems  to  me,  however,  not  wise,  if  it  can  be  avoided,  to  allow  the  right  of  our 
citizens  to  immunity  from  such  a  contribution  to  rest  upon  argument.  To  my  mind 
the  capacity  of  a  nation,  in  case  of  extreme  necessity  (and  of  this,  in  the  nature  of 
things,  it  must  be  the  exclusive  judge),  to  possess  itself  of  any  property  within  it^ 
territorial  jurisdiction,  subject  only  to  an  equitable  obligation  to  restore  the  property 
or  its  value,  is  a  clear  and  invaluable  attribute  of  sovereignty.  I  cannot  doubt  that, 
as  a  government  wanting  horses  or  ships  may  take  the  horses  or  the  ships  where  it 
£nds  them,  without  regard  to  the  objection  that  it  imposes  a  burden  upon  the  owners 
from  which  others  are  exempt,  and  is,  therefore,  unequal ;  so  it  has  good  right  to  im- 
press the  money  of  those  who  happen  to  have  coin,  without  regard  to  the  objection 
that  those  whose  property  consists  of  ships  or  horses  escape  the  contribution  for  the 
time  being.  Any  limitation  npon  this  ultimate  right  of  eminent  domain  ought  to  be 
expressed  in  the  most  unmistakable  terms.  This  is  done  in  the  10th  article  of  onr 
treaty  with  the  Argentine  Confederation,  concluded  July  27, 1853  (10  Stat.,  1009),  in 
these  terms : 

"The  citizens  of  the  United  States  residing  in  the  Argentine  Confederation,  and  the 
citizens  of  the  Argentine  Confederation  residing  in  the  United  States,  shall  be  exempt 
from  all  compulsory  military  service  whatsoever,  whether  by  sea  or  by  land,  and  from 
all  forced  loans,  requisitions  and  military  exactions;  and  they  shall  not  be  compelled, 
under  any  pretext  whatever,  to  pay  any  ordinary  charges,  requisitions  or  taxes  greater 
than  those  that  are  paid  by  native*  citizens  of  the  contracting  parties  respectively." 

The  British  treaty  with  Hondnras  of  August  27,  1856  (10  Hertslet,  875),  contains,  in 
article  XV,  a  provision  identical  with  the  preceding,  except  a  transposition  which 
makes  the  exemption  from  "  all  forced  loans  or  military  exactions  or  requisitions ;"  and 
the  insertion  of  words  so  as  to  make  the  exemption  from  paying  "  any  ordinary  or  ex- 
traordinaiy  charges,  requisitions,  or  taxes,  other  or  higher  than  those  that  may  be  paid 
by  native  subjects  or  citizens."  This  is  a  little  more  careful  expression  of  the  sense  of 
the  Argentine  treaty,  and  may  well  be  adopted  as  the  model  for  an  article  to  be  pro- 
posed  to  Mexico. 

E.  FESHINE  SMITH. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  CampheU. 

(ForeigD  Relatious,  1867,  part  %  p.  388.) 

Depaktment  of  State, 

HuMngtoiif  April  2,  1807. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  iuforni  yon  that  the  departmeut  lias  commenced  negotiations  witii 
the  minister  of  Mexico  in  this  country  for  a  treaty,  whereby  citizens  of  the  United 
States  residing  in  Mexico  are  to  be  exempted  from  all  forced  loans  or  military  exac- 
tions or  reqnisitions. 

I  am,  &c.,  AVILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


■   Mr.  Flu  nth  to  Mr.  Seward. 

(Foreign  Rdlations.  1868,  part  2,  p.  403.) 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

City  of  MexicOf  January  24,  1868. 

Sir  :  On  the  13th  instant  the  telegraphic  announcement,  of  which  a  translation  is 
inclosed  herewith,  was  published  in  the  papers  of  this  city  that  a  large  number  of  the 
leading  and  most  respectable  merchants,  chiefly  foreigners,  of  San  Luis  Potosi  had 
been  arrested,  under  an  order  condemning  them  to  imprisonment  for  three  months  for 
their  failure  to  pay  a  forced  loan,  or  anticipation  of  contributions,  summarily  levied 
upon  them  by  the  governor  of  that  State. 

The  event  created  great  alarm  and  anxiety  in  foreign  commercial  circles  here,  and 
was  apparently  viewed  with  regret  by  many  leading  Mexicans. 

After  the  pledges  made  with  regard  to  foreigners,  both  by  the  executive  and  by  the 
Mexican  congress,  I  did  not  doubt  that  immediate  action  in  the  matter  would  be  taken 
by  the  general  government. 

In  this  I  have  been  disappointed. 

On  the  20th  and  21st  instants  letters  stating  the  facts  reached  here  from  San  Luis 
and  were  placed  in  my  hands,  and  I  was  appealed  to  to  make  some  interposition  in 
behalf  of  the  foreigners  so  thrown  into  imprisonment. 

As  the  only  foreign  representative  in  this  country,  I  felt  that  I  should  be  wanting 
in  my  duty  if  I  permitted  such  an  occurrence  to  pass  without  some  notice  at  my  hands. 

At  the  same  time,  under  the  tenor  of  the  correspondence  that  has  taken  place  with 
this  government  regarding  the  protection  to  be  extended  by  the  United  States  to  for- 
eigners in  a  condition  of  non-representation  in  this  country  and  your  latest  instruc- 
tions in  that  regard,  I  did  not  feel  at  liberty  to  address  this  government  officially  upon 
the  subject,  nor  to  assume  to  make  any  demand,  but  I  thought  it  to  be  my  duty  at 
least  to  lay  before  it  the  information  that  had  reached  mo,  to  recall  to  their  attention 
their  own  pledges  and  their  own  laws,  and  to  show  that  such  acts  could  not  pass  with- 
out notice,  but  that  they  would  be  officially  laid  before  the  judgment  of  the  world. 

I  therefore  addressed  to  Mr.  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  on  the  22d  instant,  the  unofficial  note 
of  which  a  copy  is  inclosed  herewith. 

Yesterday,  the  23d  instant,  a  further  telegraphic  communication  from  San  Luis 
Potosi  was  published  here,  of  which  I  annex  translation,  which  shows  that  the  mer- 
chants who  have  been  arrested  are  still  in  prison. 
I  have,  &c., 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 


(From  the  paper  published  in  the  city  of  Mexico  called  the  SigloXIX,  No.  183,  of  the  afternoon  of  Jan-i 

uary  13,  1868.  J 

[  Telegram.— Translation.] 

San  Luis  Potosi, 
January  13, 1868 — 10  o'clock  and  15  minutes  a.  m. 

Editors  OF  THE  SigloXIX:  The  undersigned,  representatives  of  the  commercial 
houses  to  which  we  belong,  have  been  reduced  to  prison  for  three  months,  by  order  of 
the  governor,  for  not  having  made  a  forced  advance  of  contributions. 
We  beg  of  you  to  publish  this. 

MARTIN  DOZAL. 

LUIS  BESCAS. 

ANASTASIO  ROMANO. 

JOHN  PITMAN. 

P.  NARESO. 

ANTERO  LASEOZ. 

M.  DE  ENDAZA. 

J.  ANTONIO  RAMOS. 

E.  CLAVERIE. 

E.  VARONA. 
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Mr.  riiimb  to  Senor  Lerdo  de  Trjada. 

[Unofflcial.] 

Mexico,  Jauuary  22, 18()8. 

Dkar  Sir:  I  feel  it  my  duty,  as  the  only  foreign  representative  in  this  country,  and 
in  the  spirit  of  tlie  correspondence  that  has  taken  place  between  the  GoTernment  of 
the  Unit<ed  States  and  the  Government  of  Mexico  upon  the  subject  of  the  extension  of 
the  protection  of  the  United  StHt-es  to  foreigners  resident  in  this  country  who  are  in  a 
condition  of  non -representation,  to  call  your  earnest  attention  to  the  occurrence  that 
has  taken  place  in  San  Lnis  Potosi,  where  a  nnmber  of  the  leading  foreign  merchants 
have  been  imprisoned,  in  addition  to  the  embargo  of  their  property,  because  they  have 
declined  to  pay  a  contribution  summarily  levied  upon  them  by  the  govemer  of  that 
state. 

My  attention  was  called  to  this  matter  by  the  telegraphic  accounts  of  what  occurred 
published  in  the  papers  of  this  city,;  but  I  now  lay  before  you  copies  of  two  letters,  not 
addressed  to  me,  but  which  have  been  placed  in  my  hands,  from  highly  respectable 
commercial  houses  at  San  Luis,  whose  partners  have  been  imprisoned,  and  which  give 
a  full  account  of  the  aft'air. 

By  no  modern  legislation  is  the  person  of  the  individual  held  for  the  payment  of 
public  taxes.  His  property  is  liable  to  the  extent  of  all  he  possesses,  to  meet  the  equi- 
table and  propo'tional  contributions,  levied  in  accordance  with  law,  Required  by  the 
legitimate  necessities  of  the  government  under  which  he  lives ;  but  the  individual  is 
not  held  liable  to  personal  imprisonment  because  he  is  unable  or  unwilling  to  pay  the 
civil  demands  that  may  be  made  upon  him.  This  was  the  case  under  Marquez,  bat  it 
had  been  supposed  that  time  had  passed. 

In  your  note  to  Mr.  Otterbourg,  of  the  7th  of  September  last,  you  state  that  "  for- 
eigners resident  in  Mexico,  who  have  no  representative  of  their  government,  have  been 
and  are  under  the  protection  of  the  Mexican  authorities,  to  whom  they  can  apply  with 
confidence  that  they  have  enjoyed,  and  will  continue  to  enjoy,  the  guarantees  conceded 
by  the  laws  of  the  republic." 

'in  your  note  to  me  of  the  26th  of  October  last  you  add:  "Although  such  subjects 
have  not  a  representative  of  their  own,  the  government  will  watch  with  special  care 
to  see  that  they  are  protected  by  the  Mexican  authorities,  and  that  they  enjoy  the 
guarantees  conceded  by  the  laws  of  the  republic." 

In  your  note  on  thelltbof  December  last  to  Mr.  Middle  ton,  the  latecharg6  d'affaires 
of  England  in  this  country,  I  find  it  stated  that  "the  government  has  taken  care  that 
English  subjects  resident  in  Mexico  shall  be  under  the  effective  protection  of  the  laws," 
and  "the  same  as  until  now  the  government  of  the  republic  will  comply  with  the  duty 
imposed  upon  it  by  public  law  and  by  its  own  legislation." 

In  the  discourse  ox  the  President  of  the  republic  at  the  opening  of  the  sessions  of 
the  national  Congress  on  the  8th  of  December,  he  said  : 

"  The  government  has  also  taken  care  that  the  subjects  of  such  nations  resident  in 
the  republic  shall  be  under  the  protection  of  the  laws  and  the  authorities.  The  efficacy 
of  this  protection  has  been  such  that  there  has  been  no  ground  for  complaint.  It  has 
been  practically  demonstrated  that  under  the  illustration  of  our  people,  and  under  the 
principles  of  our  liberal  institutions,  foreigners  resident  in  Mexico,  without  the  neces- 
sity oi;  the  special  protection  of  treaties,  are  considered  on  an  equality  with  Mexicans, 
and  enjoy  the  rights  and  the  guarantees  established  by  the  laws." 

In  the  manifesto,  issued  on  the  8th  instant  by  the  national  Congress  of  the  republic, 
bearing  the  signature  of  one  hundred  and  fifteen  deputies  from  twenty -one  states, 
the  Territory  of  Lower  California,  and  the  federal  district,  it  is  stated  as  follows : 

"  Meanwhile  it  is  honorable  for  our  people  who  have  been  so  atrociously  calumniated, 
that  the  world  is  seeing  that  in  Mexico  foreigners,  in  order  to  enjoy  every  guarantee, 
require  no  other  protection  than  that  of  the  laws  and  tlie  Mexican  authorities." 

Whether,  therefore,  what  has  now  occurred  at  San  Luis  is  the  act  of  the  State 
authorities  or  of  the  federal  authorities,  the  duty  has  been  assumed  by  the  general  gov- 
ernment of  the  republic  of  securing  to  foreigners  the  guarantees  authorized  by  the 
constitution  and  the  laws  of  the  country. 

Section  1,  article  1,  of  the  constitution  of  the  republic  I  find  is  as  follows : 

"  The  Mexican  people  recognize  that  the  rights  of  man  are  the  basis  and  the  object 
of  social  institutions.  Wherefore  it  is  declared  that  all  the  laws  and  the  authorities  of 
the  country  must  respect  and  sustain  the  guarantees  established  by  the  present  consti- 
tution." 

Article  14  states  that  "  no  retroactive  law  shall  be  passed.  No  one  shall  be  judged 
or  sentenced  except  under  laws  of  date  anterior  to  the  fact,  and  exactly  applicable  to 
the  case,  and  by  a  tribunal  which  shall  have  been  previously  established  by  law." 

Article  IG  states  that  **  no  one  may  be  molested  in  his  person,  family,  domicile,  papery, 
or  possessions,  excei>t  in  virtue  of  a  written  order  from  a  competent  authority,  based 
upon  legal  cause  for  the  proceeding." 

Aiticle  17  prescribes  that  "  no  man  can  be  arrested  for  debts  of  a  character  purely 
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civil ;''  and  article  18  that  **  impriaonmeDt  shall  only  take  place  for  offenses  which  merit 
personal  punishment.  In  whatever  stage  of  the  proceedings  it  shall  appear  that  the 
accused  may  not  be  liable  to  this  penalty,  he  shall  be  put  at  liberty  under  bail.  In  no 
case  shall  the  imprisonment  be  prolonged  for  defanlt  of  payment  of  fees,  or  whatever 
other  furnishing  of  money. 

Article  19  further  adds  that  "  no  detention  shall  exceed  the  term  of  three  days,  ex- 
cept upon  proof  of  sufficient  reason  for  imprisonment,  in  conformity  with  the  requi- 
sites required  by  law.'' 

**  The  sole  lapse  of  this  time  shall  render  responsible  the  authority  that  orders  or  con- 
sents to  it,  and  the  aeeuts,  officers,  or  jailers  tnat  execute  it." 

In  section  2,  article  31,  it  is  declared  that  it  is  obligatory  upon  all  Mexicans  '*  to 
contribute  toward  public  expenses  as  well  of  the  federation  as  of  the  state  and  muni- 
cipality where  they  may  reside,  in  an  equitable  and  proportional  manner,  as  shall  be 
prescribed  by  the  laws." 

And  in  section  3,  article  33,  with  reference  to  foreigners,  it  is  stated  that  "  they  are 
entitled  to  the  guarantees  established  by  section  1,  article  1,  of  the  present  constitu- 
tion (which  have  been  quoted),  except  that  in  all  cases  the  government  has  the  right 
to  expel  those  who  are  pernicious  to  society.  It  is  obligatory  upon  them  to  contribute 
toward  public  expenses  in  the  manner  that  may  be  prescribed  by  the  laws,  and  to  obey 
and  respect  the  institutions,  laws,  and  authorities  of  the  country,  submitting  to  the 
Judgments  and  sentences  of  the  tribunals,  without  power  to  seek  other  protection  than 
that  which  the  laws  concede  to  Mexican  citizens." 

And,  finally,  article  126  of  the  constitution  states  as  follows : 

'^  This  constitution,  the  laws  of  the  Congress  of  the  Union  which  enamate  from  it, 
and  all  treaties  made  or  that  may  be  made  by  the  President  of  the  republic,  with  the 
approbation  of  Congress,  shall  be  the  supreme  law  of  all  the  Union.  The  judges  of  each 
State  in  giving  their  decisions  shall  do  so  in  conformity  with  said  constitution,  laws, 
and  treaties,  anything  to  the  contrary  that  there  may  be  in  the  laws  or  constitutionB 
of  the  States  notwithstandiug. 

Under  these  constitutional  provisions,  and  under  the  declarations  that  have  been 
made  by  the  Mexican  government,  there  can  be  but  one  opinion  entertained  by  the 
world,  if  the  foreigners  who  have  been  thus  imprisoned  at  San  Luis  are  not  immedi- 
ately placed  at  liberty,  and  there  be  not  some  power  felt  throughout  the  republic  by 
which  the  occurrence  of  such  acts  in  the  future  cau  be  prevented. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

"^  E.  L.  PLUMB. 

Sr.  D.  Sebastian  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  ^-c,  ^-c,  ^t. 


Imprisoned  in  Casa  de  Beneficencia, 

San  Lui9  Potasif  January  15,  1868. 

Sir  :  I  had  this  pleasure,  on  the  3d  instant,  with  a  r^um6  of  what  was  passing  here 
in  consequence  of  a  new  law  laying  a  direct  tax  on  merchants  from  $38  up  to  $18,000 
per  year,  and  I  have  to  state  subsequent  events  that  have  caused  my  imprisonment 
with  eight  other  confreres. 

I  think  it  was  on  the  4th  that  the  State  congress,  by  a  decree,  authorized  the  gov- 
ernor to  ask  (pedir)  an  anticipation  of  $27,000  to  account  of  the  contribution,  which  is 
nothing  else  than  an  authority  to  contract  with  the  commerce  a  loan. 

Instead  of  so  doing  and  calling  on  us  to  lend  an  amount  to  account,  he  assigns  the 
sum  amonp;  a  few  of  us  of  amounts  from  $500  to  $1,000,  and  ordering  that  the  amount 
be  paid  within  twenty-four  hours. 

If  you  look  over  the  law  ^ou  will  find  that  it  has  a  retroactive  effect ;  that  it  deprives 
a  man  of  the  full  use  of  his  property,  and  in  fact  it  is  unconstitutional,  let  alone  the 
exorbitance  of  the  amount  of  taxation.  It  is  natural  that  every  one  should  resist  lend- 
ing any  amount  to  account  of  a  tax  that,  by  the  constitution,  could  not  affect  us,  let 
alone  that  we  were  not  asked  to  lend  the  money,  but  had  a  peremptory  order  to  pay 
the  same  at  a  stated  time. 

With  few  exceptional  cases,  arising  from  fear,  all  determined  to  resist  what  we  could 
not  interpret  otherwise  than  a  forc^  loan ;  and  some  in  writing,  and  others  by  word, 
made  their  excuses  for  non-compliance. 

The  reply  given  all  of  us  was,  that  our  reasons  could  not  be  admitted  as  sufficient, 
and  gpving  us  another  twenty-four  hours. 

This  second  term  expired  and  no  one  paid,  because  a  voluntary  payment  would  have 
proved  against  us,  and  that  we  were  conformed  to  the  law.  Seeing  this  resistance,  the 
minister  ejucalor  calls  on  all  non-contents  with  an  order,  that  if  by  12  o'clock  on  the 
lltb  we  bad  not  paid,  he  had  to  embargo  us. 

When  I  and  others  knew  this  we  at  once  addressed  ourselves  to  the  district  judge, 
requesting  protection  (amparo)  not  only  from  the  effects  of  the  law,  but  also  the  pay- 
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ment  of  the  forced  loan  levied  on  us.  We  tbonght  oorselves  pretty  secure^  but  the 
sequel  proved  that  we  had  something  else  in  store  for  us. 

About  6  p.  m,  on  the  11th,  as  many  as  could  be  found  were  called  up  before  the  pre- 
fect, who  presented  an  order  from  the  governor  condemning  all  and  each  one  of  us  to  a 
fine  of  $500,  or  imprisonment  for  the  term  of  three  months, 

I  was  notified  the  next  day*at  10  a.  m.,  and  as  I  had  refused  to  pay  the  amount 
assigned  me,  I  naturally  refused  also  to  pay  the  fine  of  |500,  and  in  accordance  was 
impilsoned. 

I  fortunately  cot  what  was  refused  to  others — a  copy  of  the  order — as  I  said  that  I 
naturally  wishea  to  have  a  document  stating  the  reasons  for  my  arrest. 

I  inclose  you  an  alcance  of  the  **  oppozicion/'  in  which  you  will  find  the  same ;  and 
the  remarks  commenting  on  this  order  I  think  you  will  find  such  as  to  show  that  it  is 
illegal  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  and  instead  of  having  that  liberty  so  much  talked 
about,  we  are  only  under  the  rule  of  a  petty  tyrant  who  recognizes  no  law  but  his  own 
will. 

I  have  now  completed  three  days  in  prison ;  but  I  have  heard  it  said  that  if  in  fifteen 
days  we  do  not  give  in  and  pay  the  fine  we  are  all  to  be  put  in  the  common  Jail.  I  do 
not  know  if  this  is  a  tale  or  a  threat ;  but  be  it  as  it  may,  I  am  as  ready  to  go  to  the 
common  jail  as  to  remain  here. 

We  have  applied  again  to  the  district  judge,  as  we  have  not  been  consigned  to  any 
of  the  State  Justices,  as  the  law  enforces,  to  know  what  we  are  accused  of;  because 
refusing  to  pay  what  we  do  not  owe  is  no  disrespect  to  the  authorities  or  to  any  one. 
With  equal  reason  he  might  have  assigned  the  full  amount  on  me  of  the|27,000  instead 
of  the  $1,0CK) ;  and  this  surely  does  not  condemn  me  that  I  should  pay  such  an  amount. 

The  foregoing  is  a  true  statement  of  facts,  and  as  I  make  no  doubt  a  different  color- 
ing will  be  given  to  this  scandalous  business,  I  would  esteem  it  as  a  favor  that  you 
would  publish  this  statement,  even  subscribing  my  name  to  it  if  you  so  wish. 

I  hear  that  an  execution  was  put  into  my  house  this  morning  to  cover  the  $1,000 
forced  loan,  and  they  took  nine  pieces  of  broadcloth  valued  at  five  dollars  and  fifty 
cents  per  vara. 

I  also  hear  since  that  it  has  been  sold  at  public  auction  at  three  dollars  to  three  dol- 
lars and  thirty-seven  cents  per  vara. 

I  suppose  I  shall  again  be  embargoed  for  the  costs,  and  yon  may  think  how  pleasant 
it  must  be  when  I  do  not  even  owe  the  monev. 


Yours,  truly. 


JOHN  PITMAN. 


[Extract  from  a  letter  from  Messrs.  Daries  &.  Co.] 

San  Luis  Potosi,  January  17, 1868. 

Here  the  excitement  about  the  new  law  is  as  great  as  ever,  and  business  quite  at  a 
stand.  Our  authorities  seem  determined  to  carry  the  law  into  effect,  and  if  they  do 
so  all  the  houses  will  have  to  liquidate  and  go  to  some  other  State. 

The  quotas  for  first-class  houses  we  hear  have  been  reduced  from  $18,000  to  $6,000, 
but  even  this  we  cannot  pay,  as  it  would  be  simply  so  much  money  lost. 

Because  we  decline  to  pay  a  loan  on  account  of  the  new  contributions,  our  Mr.  Endara 
was  arrested  on  the  12th  instant,  and  thrown  into  prison,  together  with  nine  other  mer- 
chants, and  is  still  in  confinement. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  we  were  embargoed  on  the  15th  instant,  and  the  sum  of 
$000  forcibly  taken  out  of  our  chest. 

This  is  the  wa^  in  which  our  authorities  understand  constitutional  liberty. 

We  have  petitioned  our  State  congress,  asking  for  the  derogation  of  the  new  law,  but 
they  have  refused  to  take  our  petition  into  consideration.  We  have  also  applied  to  the 
Judge  of  the  district  for  protection,  both  against  the  law  and  the  imprisonment. 

As  regards  the  first  request,  he  has  not  yet  replied,  but  about  the  latter  he  has  decided 
'*  that  there  is  ground  for  the  petition/'  and  the  prisoners  aie  to  undergo  some  kind  of 
a  trial  to-morrow. 

We  have  telegraphed  to  the  President  on  the  subject,  but  as  yet  have  received  no 
answer.    We  are  now  preparing  a  petition  to  the  general  congress. 

It  seems  that  our  government  is  determined  to  get  the  first  third  of  the  new  law  out 
of  us,  even  if  it  has  to  abrogate  the  law  afterwards;  and  to  insure  tliis,  a  resolution 
of  our  congress  was  published  yesterday  imposing  a  fine  of  $500\on  any  person  who 
closes  his  house  of  business  iu  order  to  evade  payment  of  the  tax. 
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[From  the  paper  pnblUhecl  in  the  dty  of  Mexloo,  called  fhe  Siglo  XIX,  No.  193,  of  the  afternoon  of 

Jannaiy  88, 18Ba.J 

[Telegnun.«-Tiaii«lation.] 

San  Lxns  Potosi,  January  23, 1868. 

(Received  in  Mexico  at  12.25  a.  m.) 

Editobs  of  the  Siglo  XDC:  All  of  onr  honses  have  been  embargoed  and  the  ^eots 
epld  at  the  lowest  prices.    The  embargoes  are  to  be  repeated  to  complete  the  loan. 
We  are  still  imprisoned. 
Please  to  publish  this. 

JOHN  PITMAN. 

ANASTASIO  BOMANO. 

PABLO  NAEE80. 

M.  D£  ENDAZA. 

ANTEBO  LASEOZ. 

MABTIN  DOZAL. 

E.  CLAVERIE. 

E.  VABONA. 

LUIS  BESCAS. 


Mr,  Plumb  to  Mr,  Seward. 

(Foreign  Relations,  1868,  part  2,  p.  408.) 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

City  of  Mexico,  January  28,  1863. 

Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  copy  and  translation  of  a  note  received 
last  evening  from  Mr.  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  in  reply  to  the  unofficial  communication  I 
addressed  to  him  on  the  22d  instant,  with  reference  to  the  foreign  merchants  arrested 
at  San  Luis  Potosi. 

I  have  just  returned  from  the  interview  to  which  I  was  cited  in  the  said  note,  and 
am  elad  to  be  able  to  state  that  I  am  informed  by  Mr.  Lerdo  de  Tejada  that,  yielding 
to  the  representations  of  the  general  government,  the  governor  of  the  State  of  San 
Luis  has  placed  at  liberty  the  merchants  who  have  been  imprisoned,  of  which  fact  t^e 
government  has  been  advised  by  a  telegram  from  San  Luis,  dated  day  before  yester- 
di^. 

The  explanations  offered  by  the  governor  of  San  Luis,  commonioated  to  me  bv  Mr 
Lerdo  de  Tejada,  do  not  require  any  remark ;  they  only  add  to  the  necessity  of  the 
step  he  has  now  been  induced,  by  the  influence  of  the  general  government,  to  take ; 
that  is,  to  place  the  persons  arrested  at  liberty. 
I  am,  dtc, 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 


Seiior  Lerdo  de  Tejada  to  Mr,  Plumh, 

[Translation.— Unofficial.! 

Mexico,  January  27,  1868. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  received  the  unofficial  letter  you  have  been  pleased  to  address  to 
me,  under  date  of  the  22d  instant,  with  reference  to  the  case  of  certain  merchants 
arrested  in  the  city  of  San  Luis  Potosi,  by  order  of  the  government  of  that  State. 

The  government  has  had,  and  will  have,  in  just  consideration  the  good  offices  you 
have  been  pleased  to  interpose  in  this  affair,  with  reference  to  which  Coneress  has 
already  asked  for  information,  and  the  judge  of  the  district  of  San  Luis  has  also  inter- 
vened in  conformity  with  the  law  relative  thereto. 

I  can  with  pleasure  make  known  to  you  in  an  iuterview  the  explanatious  and  the 
motives  which  have  been  given  by  the  governor  of  San  Luis  witn  reference  to  his 
proceedings,  and  if  not  inconvenient  for  you,  I  will  be  at  your  orders  for  such  an  in- 
terview, at  the  department  of  foreign  relations,  at  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of 
to-morrow. 

I  am,  with  great  regard,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LERDO  DE  TEJADA. 

Mr.  Edward  Lee  Plumb,  «fc..  ^c,  ^-c. 
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Mr.  Foster  to  Mr,  EvarU, 

(Foreign  Relations,  1877,  p.  423.) 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

MexioOj  July  18, 1877. 

Sir:  The  federal  supreme  court  of  Mexico  on  the  Gib  instant  rendered  an  important 
decision,  involving  the  power  of  the  executive  to  levy  a  tax  by  virtue  of  the  "  extraor- 
dinary faculties ''  which  it  has  been  the  practice  of  the  federal  Congress  so  often  to  con- 
fer upon  the  executive. 

The  case  which  occasioned  tbe  recent  decision  arose  from  the  enforcement  of  a  tax 
of  1  per  cent,  upon  capital,  levied  July  19, 1876,  by  a  decree  of  President  Lierdo,  by  vir- 
tue of  the  ^'  extraordinary  faculties ''  conferred  upon  him  by  the  Congress  of  the  union. 
A  Mexican  citizen,  resiaent  in  this  capital,  applied  to  the  federal  court  of  the  district 
for  ^'  amparo  "  or  protection  against  the  enforcement  of  the  tax,  whlcb  was  refused  by 
that  court  October  30, 1876.  The  case  was  appealed  to  the  supreme  court,  but  tbe  fall 
of  the  Lerdo  government  suspended  proceedings  therein  until  the  recent  reorganization 
of  the  supreme  court  under  the  administration  of  General  Diaz.  The  present  supreme 
court  has  reversed  the  action  of  the  district  court  of  October  last,  and  has  deoidea  that 
the  tax  levied  b^  virtue  of  President  Lerdo's  decree  of  July  19, 1876,  is  unconstita- 
tional,  and  that  its  collection  cannot  be  enforced. 

The  supreme  court  bases  its  decision  on  tbe  fiftieth  article  of  the  Mexican  constitu- 
tion, which  provides  that  "  the  supreme  power  of  the  federation  is  divided  for  its  ex- 
ercise into  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial  functions ;  two  or  more  of  these  powers 
can  never  be  united  in  the  same  person,  nor  the  legislative  power  be  deposited  in  one 
individual;^'  and  on  the  seventh  clause  of  the  seventy-seqond  article,  which  confers 
upon  the  Congress  of  the  union  the  power  '*  of  approving  the  federal  estimates  of  ex- 
penditures, which  shall  be  annually  presented  by  the  executive,  and  of  imposing  the 
taxes  necessary  therefor/'  Under  these  provisions  of  the  constitution  the  court  holds 
that  each  one  of  the  three  federal  powers  is  inde]>endent  of  and  cannot  exercise  the 
functions  or  faculties  of  the  others ;  that  the  power  of  imposing  the  taxes  necessary 
for  the  federal  expenditures  is  exclusively  conferred  upon  the  legislative  department 
of  the  government;  and  that  Congress  cannot  delegate  to  or  confer  this  power  upon 
the  executive. 

The  court  also  takes  the  more  extended  position,  tbat  the  faculty  conferred  by  the 
constitution  upon  the  legislative  power  of  making  the  laws  cannot  be  delegated  to  any 
other  body  or  authority.  In  the  language  of  tne  decision  in  question,  "  where  the 
sovereign  power  of  the  state  has  deposited  authority,  there  it  must  remain ;  and  only 
by  the  constitutional  agents  should  the  laws  be  ms^de."  This  decision  reverses  the 
previous  rulings  of  the  federal  courts,  and  is  in  opposition  to  the  past  practices  of  the 
executive,  and  if  observed  in  the  future  administration  of  the  government,  it  will  have 
a  tendency  to  remedy  some  of  the  most  prominent  evils  which  have  grown  into  an 
established  custom  in  all  revolutionary  periods  in  Mexico. 

Almost  all  the  unusual  and  heavy  taxation,  termed  "  extraordinary  contributions." 
has  been  levied  not  by  legislative  but  by  executive  authority,  by  virtue  of  the  **  ample 
faculties ''  conferred  by  the  former  upon  the  latter  at  the  commencement  or  during  the 
pro^ss  of  a  revolution.  Nor  has  the  practice  been  confined  to  the  federal  executive, 
but  it  has  been  followed  in  all  the  States  of  the  republic.  Neitber  have  the  executives 
of  the  union  and  of  the  States  confined  the  exercise  of  their  '^extraordinary  faculties" 
to  the  imposition  of  taxes,  as  a  large  part  of  the  past  and  existing  laws  of  the  coun- 
try have  been  created  by  executive  decrees  alone. 

It  is  an  interesting  fact,  in  this  connection,  that  our  minister  plenipotentiary  in 
Mexico,  the  Hon.  Thomas  Corwin,  in  answer  to  the  inquiry  of  certain  American  resi- 
dents, gave  a  written  opinion  in  1861  against  the  legality  of  an  "  extraordinary  con- 
tribution" levied  by  President  Juarez  in  exercise  of  "ample  faculties,"  which  opinion 
assumed  the  same  line  of  argument  as  that  followed  by  the  recent  decision  of  the 
court ;  but  the  Mexican  courts  having  decided  the  tax  valid,  Mr.  Corwin  was  induced 
to  withdraw  his  opposition  on  the  ground  that  the  question  was  one  exclusively  for 
the  supreme  judicial  authority  to  determine. 
I  am,  &Cm 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 
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Mr,  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seward, 

[Foreign  Relations,  1868,  part  2,  p.  381.] 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

City  of  Mexico,  December  12, 1867. 

Sir:  In  dispatch  No.  32,  of  the  9th  nltimo,  I  called  the  attention  of  the  department 
to  a  decree  recently  issned  by  this  government  establishing  what  is  termed  a  protect- 
ive dnty  upon  foreign  iionr. 

I  also  mentioned  that  the  dnty  so  established  consisted  of  a  specific  dnty,  fixed  ac- 
cording to  the  valne  of  flonr  in  the  United  States,  and  of  certain  **  additional  duties/^ 
charged  under  that  name,  upon  the  amonnt  of  the  direct  dnties  imposed. 

At»  this  system  of  additional  duties  is  one  probably  not  well  understood  in  the  Unitei 
States,  and  as  it  is  a  system  which  the  decrees  herein  referred  to  give  reason  to  appre- 
hend it  is  the  intention  of  this  government  to  adhere  to,  some  remarks  regarding  it 
may  not  be  out  of  place. 

The  tariff  of  1856,  which,  as  I  stated  in  the  dispatch  referred  to,  is,  in  general,  still 
in  force,  established  certain  direct  duties  upon  all  foreign  effects,  as  specified  in  the 
schedule  named  therein,  imported  into  the  republic. 

These  duties  were  made  payable,  one-half  in  forty  days,  and  one-half  in  eighty  days, 
counting  from  the  day  following  the  conclusion  of  the  di^harge  of  the  vesseL  Of 
each  payment,  one-half  was  to  be  made  at  the  ports,  and  the  other  at  the  capital  of 
the  republic. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  direct  duties,  there  were  established  what  were  termed 
'^  additional  duties.'*    These  were  five  in  number,  and  were  as  follows : 

1.  A  municipal  duty  of  12^  cents  upon  each  package  of  two  hundred  pounds,  to  be^ 
collected  by  the  maritime  custom-houses  and  kept  in  a  separate  account,  and  designed 
for  the  use  of  the  municipalities  of  the  ports,  as  might  be  directed  by  the  government. 

2.  A  dnty  of  public  improvements  of  20  per  cent,  upon  the  amount  of  the  duties  of 
importation,  to  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  interest  upon  capital  raised  for  the  con- 
struction of  railroads,  as  might  be  specially  assigned  by  the  government. 

3.  A  duty  of  internacion,  or  inland  duty,  consisting  of  ten  per  cent,  upon  the  amonnt 
of  the  duties  of  importation,  and  to  be  paid  on  the  departure  of  effects  from  the  ports 
or  frontier  custom-houses  for  places  in  the  interior. 

4.  A  duty  of  counter  register,  consisting  of  twenty  x>er  cent,  upon  the  amount  of 
the  duties  of  importation,  and  payable  upon  the  arrival  of  effects  at  the  capital  or 
principal  point  of  destination  in  the  interior. 

5.  A  dnty  of  amortizacion,  or  sinking  fund  of  the  public  debt,  consisting  of  twenty- 
five  per  cent,  upon  the  amount  of  the  duties  of  importation,  and  payable  at  the  gen- 
eral treasury  of  the  nation  in  bonds  of  the  public  debt. 

There  was  also  imposed  by  article  five  of  the  same  tariff,  upon  all  effects  embraced 
in  the  free  list  (which  includes  coal,  quicksilver,  railroad  iron,  machinery,  salt,  i&c), 
a  municipal  dnty  of  twenty-five  cents  on  everv  two  hundred  pounds  weight  of  such 
effects,  payable  one-half  at  the  ports,  and  one-half  at  the  place  of  final  destination  in 
the  interior. 

Since  that  period  these  several  and  numerous  additional  duties  have  been  varied 
from  time  to  time,  and  either  changed  in  character  or  the  total  amonnt  increased  or 
diminished  by  various  special  decrees.  This  has  been  done  to  such  an  extent  that  the 
merchants,  and  even  the  government  officials,  are  often  in  doubt  as  to  what  is  the  total 
amonnt  of  the  duties  actually  in  force.  This  fact  is  well  illustrated  by  the  circum- 
stance that,  when  writing  the  dispatch  to  which  I  referred  at  the  opening  of  this  com- 
munication, I  applied  to  the  chief  officer  of  the  section  in  the  treasury  department  from 
which  the  decree  in  question  had  emanated,  to  learn  what  the  total  amount  of  the 
additional  duties  now  in  force  actually  was,  and  after  sending  specially  to  the  custom- 
house to  have  a  liquidation  made,  being  in  doubt  himself,  ne  informed  me  by  note 
that  the  amouut  was  sixty-eight  and  one-half  per  cent.,  and  I  so  mac!e  t^e  calcnlations 
given  in  that  dispat-ch.  Yet,  a  few  days  afterwards,  and  when  my  communication  had 
already  gone,  I  received  another  note  from  the  same  gentleman  advising  me  that  a 
mistake  had  been  made,  and  that,  as  the  duty  of  counter  register  had  been  augmented 
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by  a  federal  contribution  of  five  per  cent.,  tbe  additional  duties  now  amounted  to 
seventy-tbree  and  one-balf  per  cent.,  instead  of  sizty-eigbt  and  one-balf  per  cent.,  as 
be  bad  before  informed  me. 

Tbe  calculations  I  made  in  dispatcb  No.  32  are,  tberefore,  too  low  by  five  per  cent. 
Since  tbe  date  of  tbat  dispatcb,  also,  tbe  ^ditional  duties  bave  been  still  furtber 
modified  by  tbree  several  decrees  upon  subjects  not  directly  pertinent  to  tbe  tariff, 
wbicb  bave  been  issued  by  tbis  government. 

One  is  a  decree,  issued  under  date  of  tbe  19tb  ultimo,  wbicb,  wbile  it  establisbes  a 
uucb-needed  reform  in  tbe  abolition  of  tbe  old  Spanisb  system  of  tolls  on  all  tbe 
bigbways  of  tbe  republic,  yet  perpetuates  tbe  system  of  additional  duties,  and  of 
treating  subjects  pertaining  exclusively  to  tbe  tariff  in  special  decrees  having  no 
direct  connection  tberewitb,  by  imposin^i^,  to  supply  tbe  place  of  tbe  revenue  from 
tolls  abolisbed,  a  new  duty  upon  all  foreign  effects  introduced  by  tbe  maritime  or 
frontier  custom-bouses  of  tbe  republic  of  one  dollar  for  everv  two  bundred  pounds 
wei^bt  of  sncb  effects ;  and  tbis  duty  is  to  be  applied  also  to  such  articles  as  macbinery, 
agricultural  implements,  d&c.,tbat  have  heretofore  been  free  of  duty,  except  tbe  twenty- 
five  cents  per  two  bundred  pounds  before  mentioned,  as  imposed  by  article  five  of  the 
tariff. 

Tbis  new  decree,  therefore,  increases  the  duty  upon  flour  from  the  United  States  by 
a  further  amount  of  $1  per  barrel,  wbicb  is  to  take  effect  from  tbe  Ist  of  January  next. 

Tbe  second  decree  to  wbicb  I  refer  as  affecting  tbe  existing  tariff  rates  is  tbe  conces- 
sion revalidating  the  rights  of  tbe  railroad  company  from  tbis  city  to  Vera  Cruz,  wbicb 
appeared  nnder  date  or  the  27th  ultimo,  and  is  issued  in  the  form  of  a  general  law. 

By  this  decree  tbe  additional  duty  of  public  improvements,  of  20  per  cent.,  is  to  be 
payable  hereafter,  not  in  money,  as  heretofore,  but  in  a  public  paper  wbicb  is  to  be 
emitted  for  tbat  purpose  by  the  department  of  Fomento,  and  is  to  be  sold  by  agents  of 
tbe  railroad  company  in  all  tbe  ports  and  in  the  capital  of  tbe  republic  t^  a  sufficient 
extent  to  secure  to  tbe  company  the  receipt  of  an  annual  subvention  of  |560,000  for 
twenty-five  years.  The  merchants,  therefore,  will  now  bave  to  buy  this  paper  before 
they  can  make  the  settlement  of  tbeir  duties. 

By  article  40  of  tbe  same  decree  there  is  also  a  furtber  provision  made  by  which, 
until  the  3lBt  of  December,  1871,  or  an  earlier  period  if  tbe  railroad  is  sooner  com- 
pleted, tbe  duty  of  amorti;2rad(m  (sinking  fund)  of  the  public  debt  is  reduced  from  25 
per  cent,  to  15  per  cent.,  and  is  made  jiayable.  not  in  bonds  of  tbe  public  debt,  as  here- 
tofore, but  in  shares  of  stock  in  tbe  railroad  from  this  city  to  Vera  Cruz.  The  foreign 
importer,  therefore,  before  be  can  adjust  tbis  portion  of  his  duties,  has  to  searcb  for 
and  purchase  shares  of  stock  in  a  railroad  company  and  to  pay  such  percentage  of  bis 
duties  with  said  shares,  rather  than  in  bonds  of  tbe  public  debt  or  in  money. 

The  duty  of  amortizacion,  as  heretofore  payable  in  bonds  of  the  public  debt,  really 
amounted  to  but  some  two  and  one-balf  percent.,  for  tbe  bonds  could  be  purchased  at 
from  seven  to  ten  cents  on  tbe  dollar,  while,  as  now  made  payable,  in  tbe  shares  of  tbe 
railroad  company,  it  will  amount  to  the  full  rate  of  15  per  cent. 

Tbe  third  decree  was  issued  under  date  of  tbe  2dth  ultimo,  and  establishes  a  special 
tariff  of  duties,  which  are  to  be  collected  by  the  federal  custom-house  at  this  city  for 
the  benefit  of  tbe  municipality.  These  duties,  besides  certain  specific  rates,  as  $4.50 
per  barrel  on  cider,  12.25  per  barrel  on  vinegar,  &c.,  consist  of  40  cents  on  every  two 
hundred  pounds  of  foreign  groceries  and  75  cents  per  two  hundred  pounds  on  all  other 
foreign  effects,  except  macbinery,  wbicb  is  to  pay  20  cents  per  two  bundred  pounds. 
Tbis  decree,  therefore,  not  only  establishes  a  further  additional  duty,  but  appears  to 
look  to  a  continuance  of  the  system  of  interior  costom-bouses. 

It  is  easy  to  see  that,  with  this  complicated  system  of  different  duties  and  the 
changes  that  are  so  frequently  made  and,  as  for  instance  in  the  decree  establishing 
tbe  new  rates  of  duties  on  foreign  floor,  sometimes  without  any  previous  notice,  com- 
merce with  this  country  must  labor  under  very  great  disadvantages  and  uncertainties, 
and  tbat  tbe  most  beneficial  part  of  trade — numerous  shipments  in  small  amounts 
— must  be  entirely  shut  out.  If  I  find  it  difficult  myself,  when  on  the  spot,  to  ascer- 
tain what  tbe  fixed  amount  of  the  duties  that  have  to  be  paid  actually  is,  bow  can  a 
merchant  or  small  shipper  abroad,  who  thinks  of  making  a  venture  to  this  country, 
make  any  calculation  as  to  what  be  has  got  to  pay,  and  whether  the  adventure  will 
be  desirable  or  not  f  On  tbe  contrary,  tbe  moment  be  comes  to  investigate  what  the 
charges  will  be,  be  fiods  himself  involved  in  an  uncertainty  so  great,  that  the  idea  of 
tn&king  a  shipment  to  Mexico  is  at  once  abandoned.  The  result  is  seen  in  tbe  fact 
that  the  foreign  commerce  now  carried  on  remains  in  the  bands  of  comparatively  a 
few,  who  dedicate  themselves,  as  to  an  intricate  profession,  to  a  study  of  the  manner 
and  means  of  getting  merchandise  from  abroad  into  tbe  interior  of  this  country  and 
accessible  to  consumers. 

As  the  liquidation  of  tbe  duties  has  now  to  be  effected  part  at  the  ports  and  part  in 
tbe  interior,  merchandise  is  followed  from  tbe  ports  with  custom-house  passes  and  in- 
spection, and,  arriving  in  tbe  interior,  as  at  this  place,  has  to  undergo  for  tbe  second 
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time  onstom-honse  formalitieii.  and  a{;c<^in,  for  a  tbird  time,  when  paasing  from  this 
point,  or  any{other  central  market,  to  the  interior  States. 

A  merchant  in  this  city,  desiriog  to  send  goods  from  his  own  warehonse  to  a  cus- 
tomer in  the  interior,  has  to  go  through  all  the  custom-house  formalities  attending 
the  shipment  of  goods  to  a  foreign  country.    These  trammels,  while  embarrassing 
and  costly  in  the  extreme  to  foreign  commerce,  also  re^t  a  heavy  burden  upon  the  con- 
sumption of  the  country,  by  whion,  in  the  end,  all  charges  have  to  be  borne. 

Since  commencing  to  write  this  communication,  I  addressed  a  note  to  the  chief  clerk 
of  the  treasury  department,  asking  him  for  a  statement  of  the  present  number  and  de- 
nomination, as  well  as  amount,  of  the  different  additional  duties  now  in  force,  and 
have  received  from  him  a  reply,  in  which  he  incloses  to  ma  the  following  list  as  show- 
ing the  various  duties  that  have  now  to  be  p^id  up  ju  foreign  merOh^ndii^e  im^mrted 
into  the  republic,  viz : 

1st.  Importation  duties  according  to  the  tariff. 

2d.  Intemacionj  or  inland  duty,  ten  per  cent,  on  the  foregoing. 

3d.  Public  improvements,  twenty  per  cent,  npon  the  same. 

4th.  Railroad,  fifteen  per  cent,  npon  the  same. 

5th.  Counter  register,  twenty  per  cent,  npon  the  same. 

6th.  Municipal,  for  Vera  Cruz  and  Tampico,  three  and  one-half  per  cent  npon  the 
same. 

7th.  Municipal,  at  the  other  custom  bouBes,  twelve  and  one-half  cents  per  package, 
and  the  other  duties  annexed  to  this  as  beneficencia,  hospital,  &.c, 

8th.  Federal  contribution  of  twenty  five  per  cent,  upon  the  duty  of  counter-register. 

This  statement  should  be  considered  as  final  and  conclusive,  as  it  emanates  from  the 
chief  clerk  of  the  Treasury  Department,  but  it  does  not  include  two  local  duties  of 
eight  per  cent,  and  of  twelve  per  cent,  made  by  ^he  summing  up  of  several  local 
charges,  which  I  am  informed  merchandise  arriving  in  this  city  has  to  pay  beforo  it 
can  reach  the  warehonse  of  the  merohaut  and  pass  thence  to  customers  in  the  interior. 
The  total  of  the  additional  duties  upon  merohandise  coming  to  this  city  would  there- 
foro  appear  to  be  ninety-three  and  one- half  per  cent,  npon  the  amount  of  the  duties  of 
importation. 

in  order  that  commerce  with  this  country  may  be  placed  npon  that  footing  of  liber- 
ality which  it  may  properly  claim,  it  is  very  evident  that  some  reforms  in  the  Mexican 
cnstoms  system  which  will  unity  and  simplify  it,  and  render  it  everywhere  equally 
applicable  tbroughont  the  republic,  are  vitally  necessary,  and  without  such  changes  ic 
would  appear  to  ue  very  difficult  for  a  healthy  or  enlarged  commerce  to  be  established. 
Such  modifications  would  unquestionably  be  as  much  n)r  the  benefit  of  Mexican  con- 
sumers as  of  foreign  shippers,  inasmuch  as  by  generalizing  and  simplifying  commeroial 
intercourse  trade  is  not  only  incrrased  but  consumers  are  supplied  at  lower  rates ; 
while  at  the  same  time  the  national  revenue  of  the  country,  which  so  encourages  com- 
merce, is  largely  augmented  over  the  amount  realized  while  pursuing  the  opposite 
policy. 

The  first  necessity,  in  my  Judgment,  for  an  increase  of  commercial  intereourse  with 
this  country,  now  that  a  period  of  peace  has  arrived,  is  the  simplification  and  nnifica- 
tion  of  its  cnstoms  regnlations.  It  is  not  so  much  what  rate  of  duties  may  be  imposed — 
for  this  burden  will  fall  eventually  upon  the  consumer — as  it  is  that  the  duties  should 
be  fixed  in  one  precise  sum,  be  everywhere  e<^nally  applicable,  and  that  the  liquida- 
tion be  made  once  for  all  at  the  port  or  frontier  custom-house  of  entry,  and  merchan- 
dise then  be  allowed  to  move  freely  into  the  interior  of  the  republic,  instead  of  being 
followed  by  passes  and  permits,  and  custom-honse  inspection,  as  now. 

The  moment  when  commerce  between  the  United  States  and  this  country  should  be 
built  up  appears  to  have  arrived;  but  unless  the  Mexican  Gk)vernment  can  be  induced 
to  adopt  some  such  changes  in  its  cnstoms  regulations  as  those  that  have  been  indi- 
cated, the  existing  trammels  are  so  vexations  and  the  embarrassments  so  numerous, 
that  there  would  appear  to  be  great  danger  that  they  will  constitute  an  almost  im- 
passable barrier  to  any  extensive  or  satisfactory  commercial  intercourse. 

This  mnst  be  evident,  I  think,  from  the  analysis  of  certain  features  of  the  present 
regnlations  that  I  have  made  in  this  communication. 

What  the  amount  of  duty  to  be  paid  shall  be  is  a  question  that  every  country  has  a 
right  to  adjust  according  to  the  exigencies  of  its  financial  position,  under  a  wise  regard, 
it  is  to  be  trusted,  as  to  what  rates  will  prove  most  beneficial  in  all  respects;  but  it  is 
surely  a  proper  subject  of  friendly  international  solicitude  that  unnecessary  formalities 
not  sanctioned  by  the  commercial  customs  of  the  present  day  shall  be  removed,  and 
legitimate  commercial  intercourse  be  facilitated. 

Certainly  our  immediate  neighborhood  and  a  common  commercial  interest,  that 
should  tend  to  strengthen  the  ties  of  peace  between  the  two  countries,  makes  this  sub- 
ject one  of  interest  to  the  people  of  the  United  States. 
I  have,  ScCy 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 


396  APPENDIX   F. 

Mr,  Plumb  to  Mr,  Seward,, 

(Foreign  Relations,  1868,  part  2,  p.  408.) 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 
City  of  Mexico,  February  8,  1868. 

Sir  :  An  important  step  in  the  direction  of  commercial  reform  has  been  taken  by  this 
government  in  the  appointment  of  a  commission  for  the  formation  of  a  new  tariff. 

I  inclose  herewith  a  translation  of  the  order  from  the  treasury  department,  making 
the  appointment,  which,  at  the  same  time,  indicates  the  general  basis  of  the  reforms 
proposed. 

The  simplification  and  unification  of  the  tariff  will,  as  I  understand,  be  more  espe- 
cially sought  than  any  general  reduction  of  duties. 

The  commission  has  already  commenced  its  labors,  apd  it  is  probable  a  report  will 
be  prepared  in  time  for  the  new  tariff  bill  to  be  submitted  by  the  executive  at  the  next 
session  of  the  congress,  which  commences  on  the  1st  of  April  and  terminates  on  the 
last  day  of  May.  and  which,  by  the  constitution,  is  to  be  dedicated  in  preference  to  the 
consideration  or  financial  subjects. 
I  have,  &o., 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 


[TrandatioD.] 
DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  TREASURY  AND  PUBUC  CREDIT. — SECTION   1. 

The  general  ordinance  of  the  maritime  and  frontier  cnstom-honses  of  the  republic  of 
the  2l8t  of  January,  1856,  which  is  that  actually  in  force,  has  been  so  varied  by  differ- 
ent modifications  which  it  has  received  from  time  to  time,  that  there  are  very  few  of 
its  provisions  that  are  now  considered  as  in  force. 

^isides,  many  of  its  provisions  conflict  with  the  letter  and  the  spirit  of  the  consti- 
tution, and  for  that  reason  should  no  longer  be  permitted  to  exist. 

The  modifications  that  have  been  made  are  already  so  numerous  that  the  system  of 
duties  of  importation  upon  foreign  merchandise  has  become  very  complicat<ed  and  diffi- 
cult, which,  besides  occasioning  inoonvenience  to  commerce,  produces  difficulties  and 
complications  for  the  supreme  government  and  its  offices. 

The  citizen  President  desiring,  therefore,  that  there  shall  be  formed  with  aU  the 
study  and  care  possible  a  new  tariff,  which  shall  be  in  accord  with  the  spirit  of  the 
constitution  and  the  necessities  of  the  country,  and  in  which,  at  the  same  time  that 
the  interests  of  the  public  treasury  shall  be  protected,  the  labors  of  the  merchants  shall 
be  simplified,  has  been  pleased  to  direct  that  there  shall  be  named  a  commission  com- 
posed of  yourself  and  Messrs.  Jesus  Castaneda,  S.  Castain,  A.  Barcena,  Julio  Uhink,  and 
Miguel  Gutierrez,  oharged  with  forming,  upon  the  basis  herein  indicated,  a  project  of 
tariff  which  shall  embrace,  so  far  as  possible,  all  of  the  conditions  desired. 

Independence  and  liberty !    Mexico,  January  4,  1868. 

ROMERO. 

Mr.  Ramon  G.  Guzman. 


Mr,  Plumb  to  Mr.  Seward, 

(Foreign  Relations,  1868,  part  2,  p.  434.) 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

City  of  Mexico,  March  14, 1868. 

Sir  :  In  my  dispatch  No.  48,  of  the  13th  of  December  last,  I  called  the  attention  of 
the  department  to  a  decree  issued  by  this  government,  establishing  a  separate  tariff 
for  this  city  upon  national  and  foreign  effects. 

I  have  now  to  transmit  to  the  department  copy  and  translation  of  a  decree  issued 
nnder  date  of  the  4th  instant,  by  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Guanajuato,  establish- 
ing a  separate  tariff  for  that  State. 

It  will  be  observed  that,  nnder  the  provisions  of  this  decree,  articles  2  and  5,  foreign 
cotton  goods  and  yarns  consumed  in  that  State  will  now  have  to  pay  a  duty  of  live 
cents  per  pound,  in  addition  to  the  duties  on  their  importation  established  by  the  na- 
tional tariff. 

All  other  foreign  effects,  except  those  ennmerated  in  the  free  list  of  the  national 
tariff,  are  to  pay,  nnder  this  decree,  5  per  cent,  upon  their  value,  appraised  in  that 
State. 
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It  is  not  eaoy  to  see  where  the  limit  to  the  burdens  imposed  on  commerce  in  this 
country  is  to  be  reached,  if  this  system  of  local  duties  for  every  city  and  State  is  to  be 
oontinaed. 

I  have,  &c., 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 


Decree  establishing  duties  on  foreign  effects  in  the  State  of  Guanajuato. 

[TraDdation.] 

The  citizen  General  Florencio  Antillon,  constitutional  governor  of  the  free  and  sov- 
eign  State  of  Guanajuato,  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  same,  be  it  known  : 

That  the  congress  of  the  State  has  decreed  the  following : 

The  second  constitutional  congress  of  the  free  and  sovereign  State  of  Guanaj  uato, 
considering  that  the  revenue  upon  which  the  State  can  now  count  is  scarcely  sufficient 
for  the  payment  of  half  of  its  ordinary  and  necessary  expenditures  : 

That  in  consequence  of  the  law  of  classificatiQU  of  revenues  of  the  12th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1857,  the  derogation  of  which  this  honorable  congress  has  asked  of  the  sovereign 
congress  of  the  union,  it  is  an  absolute  necessity,  until  such  decision  as  may  be  proper 
is  had,  to  provide  resources  to  cover  the  deficiency,  as  otherwise  it  will  be  impossible 
to  continue  the  public  administration,  and  the  State  will  cease  to  figure  as  a  member  of 
the  Mexican  Confederation,  because  without  public  revenue  it  cannot  maintain  its 
functions : 

And  that  the  State  should  contribute  what  is  necessary  for  the  expenses  of  its  admin- 
istration, decrees : 

Article  1.  Foreign  effects  introduced  into  the  State  shall  pay  a  duty  of  5  per  cent. 
The  basis  for  the  collection  of  this  impost  shall  be  that  which  now  serves  for  the  col- 
lection of  the  half  per  cent,  of  the  department  of  Fomento. 

Art.  2.  Cotton  goods  and  yarns  consumed  in  the  State  shall  pay  as  excise  duty,  five 
•cents  per  pound. 

Art.  3.  Cloths,  cassimeres,  and  carpets  of  national  manufacture,  consumed  in  the 
State,  shall  pay  10  per  cent,  upon  appraised  value,  which  shall  be  the  current  market 
price  at  wholesale  of  the  place. 

Art.  4.  Once  that  the  effects  spoken  of  in  the  preceding  articles  shall  have  paid  in 
the  capital  of  the  State  the  impost  now  decreed,  they  can  proceed  freely  to  any  point 
within  the  same. 

Art.  5.  Foreign  cotton  goods  and  yarns  shall  pay  solely  the  impost  provided  in 
Article  2. 

Art.  6.  Quicksilver  and  other  effects  declared  free  in  the  tariff  of  maritime  and  fron- 
tier custom-houses  will  not  be  subject  to  the  impost  spoken  of  in  article  1st  of  this 
decree. 

Let  the  same  be  communicated  to  the  governor  of  the  State,  who  will  cause  it  to  be 
printed,  published,  and  duly  complied  with. 

Dated  in  Goanajuato,  March  3,  1868. 

JUAN  B.  CASTELAZO,  President. 

JOSfi  BRIBIE8CA  SAAVEDKA,  Secretary, 

ANTONIO  RINCON,  Secretary. 

Wherefore  I  order  that  it  be   printed,  published,  and  circulated  for  its  due  com- 
pliance. 
Palace  of  the  government  of  the  State  in  Guanajuato,  the  4th  of  March,  1868. 

FLORENCIO  ANTILLON. 
Francisco  Garcia,  Secretary. 


Mr.  Plumh  to  Mr,  Setcard, 

(Foreign  Relations,  1868,  part  2,  p.  596.) 

t 
Legation  op  the  United  States, 

City  of  Mexico,  October  2,  1868. 

Sir  :  In  dispatch  No.  75,  of  the  8th  February  last,  I  advised  the  department  of  the 
appointment  by  this  government  of  a  commission  for  the  formation  of  a  new  tariff. 

This  commission,  it  seemed  then  to  be  expected,  would  report  in  time  for  the  new 
tariff  bill  to  be  submitted  to  Congress  by  the  executive,  at  the  April  session  of  the  pres- 
ent year ;  but  up  to  the  present  moment  their  labors  do  not  appear  to  have  been  com- 
pleted. 
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The  pendency  of  such  a  mei^nre  has  naturally  tended  to  delay  importations,  and  the 
government  has  now  published  a  notice  that  while  the  contemplated  ohanp^e  in  the 
tariff  relates  mainly  to  its  simplification  and  the  placing  of  the  different  dattes  in  one 
sole  rate,  and  it  is  not  designed  to  raise  or  to  lower  the  dnties  now  collected,  that  un- 
der any  circumstances  it  is  not  probable  the  new  tariff  can  be  completed  so  as  to  go 
into  operation  under  a  year  from  the  present  time. 
I  beg  to  inclose  herewith  a  translation  of  this  notice. 
I  have,  &c., 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 


Mr,  Plumb  to  Mr,  Seward, 

(Foreign  Relations,  1868,  part  2,  p.  617.) 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

City  qf  Mexico,  November  20, 1868. 

SiK :  The  commission  appointed  bv  this  government  to  revise  the  tariff,  of  which  I 
advised  the  department  in  dispatch  No.  75,  of  the  8th  of  February  last,  has  ooncladed 
its  labors,  and  on  the  11th  instant  submitted  a  report,  accompanied  by  the  project  of 
a  new  tariff,  to  the  department  of  treasury.  Yesterday  the  minister  of  treasury  in- 
formed Congress  that  the  government  is  now  engaged  in  examining  the  project,  and  will 
submit  the  same  to  Congress  at  an  early  day. 

•  •••••  • 

The  first  great  object  necessary  to  be  atfAined  in  the  reform  of  the  Mexican  tariff  is 
its  simplification  and  the  removal  of  restrictions.  The  desirable  a^jnstmeut  of  the  rate 
of  duties  will  then  be  less  diflScult. 

From  what  I  learn  from  the  government,  it  appears  probable  that  after  some  exam- 
ination of  the  project  of  the  new  tariff  by  Congress,  a  general  authorization  will  be 
given  to  the  Executive  for  its  conclusion. 

I  have,  &c., 

E.  L.  PLUMB. 


Mr,  Nelson  to  Mr.  Fish, 

(Foreign  Relations,  1870,  p.  295.) 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  November  4,  1870. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  instructions  contained  in  the  circular  from  the  Depart- 
ment of  State,  dated  the  19th  of  August  last,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
fact«  and  considerations  respecting  the  present  state  of  commercial  intercourse  between 
the  United  States  and  Mexico,  the  causes  of  the  piesent  prostrate  condition  of  American 
interests  here,  and  means  which  might  probably  be  efficaciously  employed  by  our  gov- 
ernment to  bring  about  a  more  prosperous  state  of  affairs. 

On  the  Ist  of  August,  1869, 1  addressed  a  confidential  circular  to  all  the  American 
consuls  and  consular  agents  residing  in  the  RnpuBlic  of  Mexico,  requesting  them  to 
furnish  me  with  data  concerning  the  political  and  material  condition  of  the  States  in 
which  they  respectively  reside.  Replies  were  received  from  most  of  these  officers,  and 
co))ies  of  several  interesting  and  valuable  communications  were  transmitted  by  this 
legation  to  the  State  Department  in  the  closing  months  of  1869,  and  the  earlier  portion 
ot  the  present  year.  I  respectfully  suggest  that  a  collation  of  these  documents  will 
furnish  data  upon  many  of  the  points  covered  by  the  Senate  resolution. 

As  the  chief  practical  inference  from  so  many  communications,  and  from  my  own 
observations,  experience,  and  inquiries,  I  may  state  that  the  present  commercial  inter- 
course between, the  Unittd  States  and  Mexico  is  in  a  state  of  the  utmost  prostration 
and  decadence.  The  reports  of  our  consuls  are  unanimous  upon  this  point.  In  th*8 
city,  which  is  one  of  the  largest  in  Spanish  America,  the  number  of  American  mercan- 
tile houses  does  not  exceed  two  or  three,  and  the  total  number  of  American  residents 
is  but  a  score  or  two.  The  same  is  the  case  in  Vera  Cruz,  and  in  the  principal  ports  of 
the  Pacific,  as  well  as  with  greater  reason,  in  the  large  cities  of  the  interior. 

The  commerce  of  importation  into  this  republic  is  almost  exclusively  in  the  hands 
of  European  merchants,  chiefly  English,  French,  and  German.    The  large  number  of 


APPENDIX   F.  399 

citizens  of  the  Southern  States  of  the  Union,  who  came  to  Mexico  immediately  after 
the  rebellion,  have  almost  all  returned  to  the  United  States.  The  agricultural  colony 
near  Cordoba,  from  which  so  much  was  expected,  has  been  complet^y  broken  up  and 
dispersed,  and  there  Is  not  at  this  moment  in  Mexico  a  single  notability  remaining  out 
of  the  many  Confederate  refugees. 

Of  the  few  American  commercial  houses  in  Mexico,  the  greater  part  import  more 
foreign  than  American  goods,  there  being,  I  believe,  but  one  house  which  deals  ex- 
clusively in  articles  of  American  manufacture ;  that  is  t.o  say,  in  arms  and  ammunition. 
On  the  Pacific  coast  our  commerce,  via  San  Francisco,  is  almost  limited  to  the  vessels 
of  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company,  which  complains  of  a  loss  of  trade,  and  is  even 
said  to  be  running  at  a  loss.  The  importations  by  this. line  are  chiefly  confined  to 
arms  and  agricultural  and  mining  implements,  with  small  quantities  of  hardware  and 
Chinese  goods.  The  causes  of  this  low  state  of  American  commerce  In  Mexico  are  but 
too  easily  explained.    Tliey  may  be  summed  up  as  follows  : 

1.  The  force  of  habit;  the  Europeans  having  preceded  us  in  establishing  commercial 
relations  here. 

2.  The  low  rate  of  interest  which  Europeans  pa^  for  their  borrowed  capital  contrast- 
ing with  that  of  the  United  States  in  the  proportion  of  from  5  to  10  per  cenr.nin. 

3.  The  fact  that  European  manufacturers  of  cotton  and  fancy  gooas  invariably  con- 
snlt  the  Mexican  taste,  thus  enabling  them  to  make  little  account  of  durability  of  ma- 
terial, and  successfully  to  compete  with  American  articles  of  stronger  t^dxtnre,  but  of 
snbdned  colors. 

4.  The  chronic  insecurity  of  life  and  proi>erty  which  has  exerted  ard  still  exerts  a 
fatal  influence  upon  all  foreign  capital  in  the  country,  and  whose  effect  upon  Ameri- 
cans has  been  absolutely  to  preclude  its  introdnction. 

5.  The  entire  want  of  railroad  and  telegraphic  communication  between  the  two 
conntries  along  our  1,500  miles  of  frontier. 

In  respect  to  the  proper  remedies  which  might  be  employed  by  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  to  enable  Americans  gradually  to  assume  that  commercial  impor- 
tance in  Mexico  to  which  our  proximity  and  political  sympathies  entitle  us,  they  may 
be  summed  up  in  general  as  being  those  measures  which  will  most  effectually  operate 
for  the  removal  or  neutralization  of  these  five  causes. 

Undoubtedly,  under  favorable  circumstances,  something  maybe  accomplished  diplo- 
matically to  place  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  upon  a  more  favorable  footing 
as  toward  the  Mexican  revenue  system.  By  the  continuance  of  the  wise  policy  of  giv- 
ing moral  aid  and  countenance  to  the  present  liberal  and  patriotic  government  of 
Mexico,  we  shall  also  contribute  to  the  rapid  development  of  that  energetic  protection 
to  life  and  property  which  is  of  such  urgent  necessity,  and  which  this  government  is 
doing  all  in  its  power  to  establish. 

In  the  line  of  active  promotion  of  American  interests  in  Mexico,  I  know  of  nothing 
more  important  to  be  consnlted  than  the  facility  and  rapidity  of  intercommunication 
by  means  of  railway  and  steamship  lines  and  telegraphs,  both  as  between  the  two 
conntries  and  as  within  the  extensive  Mexican  territories,  where  the  almost  total  ab- 
sence of  good  means  of  communication  is  proverbial.  However  desirable  American 
colonization  may  be  to  Mexico  and  to  our  interests,  it  cannot  be  effectually  promoted 
in  any  other  way.  The  construction  of  railways,  then,  through  the  State  of  Texas,  and 
the  Territories  of  New  Mexico  and  Arizona  to  the  Mexican  frontier,  is  an  object  of  the 
first  importance  for  the  interests  to  which  this  inquiry  is  directed.  When  such  roads 
once  exist  to  the  frontier,  the  Mexican  Grovernment  will  undoubtedly  make  great 
efforts  to  promote  their  extension  through  the  vast  States,  fabulously  rich  in  mines  and 
in  agricultural  wealth  of  her  northern  zone.  The  unfriendly  legislation  under  the 
name  of  the  zona  lihref  and  other  burdensome  clogs  upon  our  commerce,  would  then 
naturally  disappear. 

The  growing  prosperity  of  our  Southern  States,  and  especially  the  gratifying  progress 
of  the  port  of  New  Orleans,  is  destined  to  exert  a  speedy  and  beneficial  influence  upon 
our  commerce  with  Mexico.  It  is  worthy  of  inquiry  whether  our  government  might 
not  properly  do  something  in  aid  of  the  re-establishment  of  lines  of  steamships  from 
New  Orleans  to  the  Mexican  ports  of  the  Gulf. 

Finally,  everything  which  promotes  a  knowledge  in  detail  of  the  vast  but  undevel- 
oped resources  of  the  several  States  of  Mexico  will  inevitably  exert  a  powerful  influ- 
ence for  good  in  the  desired  direction.  The  speedy  construction  of  the  Teh  uan  tepee  Rail- 
road will  be  an  inestimable  boon  to  the  increasing  community  of  interests  between  the 
two  republics.  The  survey  about  to  be  made  of  that  isthmus,  by  an  expedition  under 
the  auspices  of  the  American  Navy  Department,  will,  if  successful  in  its  object  of  es- 
tablishing the  feasibility  of  inter-oceanic  navigation,  do  more  than  anytbiug  else  that 
conld  be  suggested  to  excite  in  onr  commercial  houses  that  interest  and  curiosity  which 
are  the  precursors  of  enterprise,  besides  giving  the  widest  publicity  to  the  results  of 
that  survey.  If  favorable,  might  not  our  government  usefully  undertake  the  scientific 
survey  of  other  portions  of  Mexican  territory  contiguous  to  our  own,  with  a  view  to 
otherinternationul  public  works  T 
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The  suggestion  made  in  the  closing  paragraphs  of  the  ahle  preliminary  report  on 
this  subject  of  the  Department  of  State,  concerning  a  Congressional  appropriation  to 
•employ  statisticians  of  ability  to  collect  and  collate  information  upon  this  subject, 
seems  to  me  eminently  conducive  to  the  attainment  of  important  results,  and,  in  case 
of  its  adoption,  I  would  suggest  that  one  or  more  persons  be  detailed  to  the  special 
study  of  the  subject  upon  Mexicau  soil.  I  have  addressed  a  note  to  Mr.  Romero,  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  requesting  him  to  furnish  me  certain  information  and  sta- 
tistics uyHin  several  of  the  matters  involved  in  this  inquiry,  which  I  hope  to  be  able  to 
communicate  to  the  State  Department  by  the  next  steamer. 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


Mr.  NeUm  to  Mr.  Fish, 

(Foreign  Relations,  1872,  p.  392.) 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  February  26,  1872. 

Sir  :  On.  the  1st  of  January  last  President  Juarez,  by  virtue  of  his  ''ample  faculties,'' 
•decreed  a  new  tariff,  which  is  to  go  into  effect  at  the  beginning  of  the  next  fiscal  year, 
on  the  1st  of  July,  1872.  The  publication  of  this  tariff  and  of  its  voluminoas  regula- 
tions has  just  been  completed  m  the  Diario  Oticial,  and  it  has  not  yet  appeared  in  the 
form  of  a  volume.  This  important  measure  will,  of  course,  be  subject  to  the  revision 
of  the  Mexican  Congress,  and  will  undoubtedly  form  the  principal  subject  of  discus- 
nion  during  the  session,  which  will  begin  on  the  Ist  of  April  next.  It  will  be  vigor- 
ously attacked,  but  will  probablv  be  sanctioned  in  all  its  essential  features. 

The  present  tariff  was  establisned  in  1856.  Since  that  time  numerous  modifications 
have  been  introduced,  but  no  general  measure  has  been  passed.  Since  the  return  of 
the  liberal  government  to  this  city  in  1^7,  it  submitted  proposals  to  Congress  for  a 
radical  reform  in  the  tariff  law,  and  successive  committees  of  finance  have  also  pre- 
sented projects  to  the  same  end,  but,  after  protracted  and  exhausting  discussions,  in 
which  Minister  Romero  has  taken  an  active  part,  the  Mexican  Congress  has  not  yet 
been  able,  nor  would  it  be  able  for  years  to  come,  to  agree  upon  the  necessary  points 
of  reform. 

Under  these  circumstances  President  Juarez  would  seem  to  have  taken  a  judicious 
step  in  "  cutting  the  Oordian  knot"  by  issuing  a  carefully  considered  and  liberal  tariff, 
Irom  which  great  benefits  to  foreign  commerce  in  Mdxico  may  reasonably  be  expected. 

I  herewith  inclose  a  copy  and  translation  of  the  explanatory  circular  of  Minister 
Romero,  which  accompanies  the  tariff. 
I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


[Circalar.— Translation.] 
TREASURY  DEPARTSOENT.     FIRST  SECTION. 

I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  copies  of  the  tariff  for  the  maritime  and  frontier  cus- 
tom-houses of  the  republic,  which  the  President  has  to  day  decreed,  by  virtue  of  the 
faculties  granted  him  in  the  third  article  of  the  law  of  December  1, 1871. 

The  President  believes  that  he  could  not  have  used  the  faculties  with  which  Congress 
invested  him  in  a  manner  more  advantageous  to  the  interests  of  legitimate  commerce 
and  of  the  federal  treasury  than  bv  establishing  the  tariff  which  has  so  long  been 
pending,  and  the  lack  of  which  paralyzed  commercial  operations  and  considerskbly  di- 
minished the  receipts  of  the  treasury. 

The  President  has  not  deemed  the  present  crisis  a  proper  time  to  introduce  radical 
changes  in  the  existing  tariff,  and  has  judged  that,  on  the  contrary,  the  task  of  the  ex- 
ecutive should  rather  be  limited  to  its  simplification  and  codification,  accepting,  in 
general,  as  the  basis  of  the  new  tariff,  the  provisions  of  the  existing  ordinance  and 
laws. 

The  new  tariff  has  been  formed  upon  this  principle,  and  by  it  the  executive  believes 
that  the  following  advantages  will  be  gained : 

I.  To  reduce  to  a  single  amount  the  various  duties  now  paid,  under  different  names, 
by  foreign  goods,  on  their  importation  into  the  republic,  some  in  the  maritime  custom- 
houses, and  some  in  other  offices,  either  levied  directly  upon  such  goods  or  upon  the 
Mexican  products  exported  for  their  payment,  and  to  make  at  the  same  time  a  reduc- 
tion upon  the  amount  x)aid. 
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II.  To  fix  the  import  daties,  as  a  rule,  in  a  given  amoant,  emplo^'ing  the  ad  valorem 
basis  only  in  eases  where  a  specified  duty  cannot  be  provided. 

II f.  To  add  to  the  tarifif-list  many  articles  not  found  in  the  present  ordinances,  thus 
avoiding  the  inconvenience  of  the  arbitrary  imports  now  collected  on  such  goods.  The 
number  of  articles  classified  in  the  present  ordinance  is  525,  while  in  the  new  tariff  it 
is  more  than  800. 

IV.  To  abolish  prohibitions. 

y.  To  increase,  as  far  as  possible,  the  list  of  free  goods,  exempting  them  from  all  dues, 
while  the  present  tariff  only  frees  them  from  a  part.  In  the  ordinance  of  Jannary  31, 
1856,  the  number  of  articles  on  the  free-list  is  34,  while  in  the  new  tariff  they  num- 
ber 63. 

YI.  To  abolish  onerous  restrictions  upon  the  internal  circulation  of  foreign  goods  that 
have  paid  importation  duties. 

yil.  To  establish  uniform  duties  upon  foreign  goods,  which  produces  the  advantage 
of  equalizing  mercantile  operations  throughout  the  nation. 

YIII.  To  exempt  national  vessels  from  light-house  dues,  and  collect  them  from  for- 
eign vessels  only  in  the  ports  where  light-houses  exist. 

IX.  To  provide  that  pilotage  dues  be  paid  only  by  vessels  that  call  far  pilots. 

X.  To  grant  all  possible  privileges  to  foreign  commerce,  thus  facilitating  the  expor- 
tation of  Mexican  products,  and  opening  our  coasts  to  exportation  trade. 

XI.  To  authorize  the  exportation  of  bullion,  in  so  far  as  the  good  faith  of  the  nation, 
pledged  to  the  lessees  of  mints,  will  allow. 

XII.  To  authorize  the  transit  of  foreign  goods  across  Mexican  territory. 

XIII.  To  simplify,  as  far  as  possible,  the  operations  of  custom-houses  to  the  advantage 
of  importation. 

XIV.  To  comply  with  the  law  of  March  15,  1857,  which  established  the  decimal- 
metrical  system  of  weights  and  measures ;  and 

XV.  To  combine  in  a  single  ordinance  the  various  provisions  concerning  foreign  com- 
merce that  are  scattered  through  many  laws  now  in  force,  which  cannot  readily  be 
consulted,  especially  by  exporters  in  foreign  countries. 

At  first  sight  it  would  appear  that  the  tariff  rates  have  been  increased ;  since,  on  com- 
paring them  with  the  present  tariff,  they  are  in  fact  found  to  be  higher.  This  differ- 
ence is  explained  in  two  ways.  Firstly,  in  the  new  tariff  all  the  importation  duties  on 
foreign  goods  now  paid  into  the  federal  treasury,  under  different  names,  and  which 
do  not  appear  in  the  lists  of  the  present  tariff,  are  brought  together ;  and,  secondly,  the 
new  duties  are  based  upon  the  meter  and  kilogram  as  ^nits  of  measure  and  weight,  in- 
stead of  the  yard  and  x>ound,  now  employed  for  that  purpose.  Foreign  goods  now 
pay  to  the  federal  treasury  upon  their  importation  into  the  republic  the  following 
duties: 

Importation  duty $100  00 

Public  works  duty 20  00 

Railroad  duty 15  00 

Internal  transit  duty 10  00 

Counter-registration  duty 25  00 

Municipal  duty 3  00 

Substitute  for  tolls,  equivalent  to 9  00 

Excise  duty 15  50 

Export  duty  on  coin  at  8  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  equivalent  to 35  00 

Total 232  50 

The  operation  of  reducing  all  these  duties  to  a  single  impost  was,  therefore,  equiva- 
lent to  that  of  adding  1.32.50  per  cent,  to  the  present  importation  duties.  From  this 
amount  a  deduction  of  12.50  per  cent,  was  made,  so  that  the  actual  increase  was  120 
per  cent. 

It  may  be  alleged  that  the  excise  duty  is  only  paid  by  goods  consumed  within  the 
federal  district,  and  that,  by  consolidating  it  with  importation  duties,  it  is  really  itn- 
posed  upon  goods  consumed  outside  of  the  district.  This  consideration  diminishes  in 
importance  when  we  remember  that  the  goods  consumed  in  the  federal  district  form 
the  greater  part  of  those  imported  at  Vera  Cruz,  and  that  the  latter  amount  to  half  of 
those  consumed  in  the  republic.  It  is  also  a  fact  that,  in  most  of  the  States,  if  not  in 
all,  excise  duties  are  levied  equivalent  on  the  average  to  those  of  the  federal  district. 

Nevertheless,  the  President,  believing  that  a  prudent  reduction  of  the  importation 
duties,  along  with  the  other  provisions  of  the  new  tariff  in  favor  of  commerce,  mi^ht 
be  efficacious  to  increase  the  customs  receipts,  determined  to  make  the  said  reduction 
of  12.50  per  cent.,  which  may  be  held  to  represent  the  excise  duty,  and  to  be  equivalent 
to  its  abolition. 

If  the  new  importation  duties  appear  higher  than  the  present  ones,  let  it  be  remem- 
bered that  the  additional  duties  above  mentioned,  amounting  to  132.50  per  cent.,  and 
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alRo  those  upon  cotton  and  tobacco,  are  included  therein,  and  will  cease  to  be  collected 
separately  from  and  after  the  Ist  of  July,  1672. 

The  term  designated  for  the  new  tariff  to  be  pat  in  force,  is  thought  to  be  sufficient 

to  protect  commerce  from  loss  in  its  pending  orders  for  goods.    In  order  to  facilitate 

the  observance  of  the  new  tariff,  the  president  has  sanctioned  a  code  of  regulations  for 

(maritime  and  frontier  cnstom-houses,  drawn  np  in  consonance  with  the  new  tariff, 

^nd  which  is  also  promulgated  this  day. 

The  president  trusts  that  the  practical  results  of  the  new  tariff  will  abundantly  prove 
the  advantages  it  offers  to  legitimate  commerce  and  to  the  federal  treasury. 

Independence  and  liberty ! 

M.  ROMERO. 

Mexico,  January  1, 1878. 


Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr,  Fish, 

(Foreign  Relations,  1872,  p.  429.) 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

MexicOj  June  5, 1872. 

Sir  :  Herewith  1  transmit  a  copy  and  translation  .of  the  law  passed  by  the  Mexican 
Congress  on  the  31st  ultimo,  fixing  the  estimates  of  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the 
coming  fiscal  year,  and  also  approving  the  tariff  decreed  by  Minister  Romero  on  the 
1st  of  January  last.  Three  modifications  only  were  made  in  the  tariff,  namely :  To 
permit  the  collection  of  excise  taxes  by  States ;  to  fix  the  exportation  duty  on  bullion 
at  5  per  cent.^  and  to  deduct  in  compensation  thereof  10  per  cent,  fbom  the  tariff!. 
I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 


Mr,  Foster  to  Mr,  rtsh. 

(Foreign  Relations,  1875,  p.  855.) 

''  Legation  op  tiie  United  States, 

MexicOf  JantMry  16, 1875. 

Sir  :  In  commemoration  of  the  establishment  of  a  direct  and  regular  line  of  steamers 
between  the  cities  of  Vera  Cruz,  Mexico,  and  New  Orleans,  Unit^  States,  on  the  24th 
of  December  last,  a  delegation  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  New  Orleans  arrived 
in  Vera  Cruz,  and  soon  thereafter  proceeded  to  this  city.  The  delegation  made  their 
visit  upon  the  invitation  of  the  Lonja  Mercaniil  of  this  city,  and  had  for  its  object  the 
cultivation  of  more  intimate  commercial  intercourse  between  New  Orleans  and  Mexico. 
The  delegation  received  the  most  marked  attention  and  hospitality  ^m  the  mercan- 
tile organizations,  prominent  private  citizens,  and  public  officials,  and  their  presence 
has  awakened  a  greatly-increased  interest  in  the  commercial  affairs  of  the  two  repub- 
lics. Among  the  most  notable  of  the  entertainments  given  them  was  a  dinner  at  the 
national  palace  by  President  Lerdo,  at  which  time  he  took  occasion  to  express  the  deep 
interest  he  felt  in  the  development  and  enlargement  of  the  commercial  relations  be- 
tween Mexico  and  the  United  States. 

The  delegation  took  their  leave  of  this  capital  on  the  10th  instant,  and,  after  visit- 
ing other  cities,  will  sail  from  Vera  Cruz  for  New  Orleans  on  the  21st  instant.  They 
inlorm  me  that  thdr  observation  and  inquiries  have  deeplv  impressed  them  with  the 
great  importance  of  a  reciprocity  treaty,  which  they  regard  as  desirable  for  the  com- 
mericial  mterests  of  the  two  countries,  and  without  which  it  will  be  very  difficult  to 
compete  with  European  merchants,  who  now  transact  almost  the  entire  business  of 
this  republic. 

1  am,  &c., 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 


Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  FUh, 

(Foreign  Relations,  1876,  p.  405.) 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

MexicOf  July  8,  187G. 

Sir  :  I  transmit  herewith  an  article  published  in  one  of  the  newspapers  of  this  cit^^ 
written  by  Hon.  Matias  Romero,  deputy  in  the  federal  congress,  former  minister  of 
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finance,  and  also  of  the  Mexican  legation  in  Washington,  dincns  ii)<^  the  question  of  a 
reciprocity  treaty  with  the  United  States,  especially  in  its  relation  to  sngar-prud action 
in  Mexico.  The  press  of  this  capital  has  noticed  with  considerable  favor  the  proposi- 
tions introdnced  into  Congress  and  the  discussion  in  the  American  papers  on  the  sub- 
ject of  commercial  reciprocity. 
I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 


[Tranalation.] 

[From  the  Correo  del  Comerdo,  Mexico,  July  7, 1876.  j 

EXPORTATION  OF  MEXICAN  SUGAR. 

I  think  that  the  articles  which  I  have  published  op  to  the  present  in  regard  to  the 
exportation  of  Mexican  sugar  demonstrate  beyond  all  doubt  that  in  the  present  state 
of  this  important  product  in  foreign  markets  it  would  be  impossible  for  us  to  export 
more  sugar  than  that  which  may  be  placed  in  port  at  a  cost  which  does  not  exceed  four 
dollars  per  quintal.  As  a  general  rule,  those  plantations  only  which  are  on  the  coast, 
or  very  close  to  the  place  of  shipment,  will  be  able  to  place  their  products  in  port  at 
that  price,  and  the  inevitable  result  will  be  that  the  exportation  will  be  reduced  to  a 
very  limited  section  of.  country,  since,  owing  to  the  unpeopled  condition  of  our  coasts, 
the  plantations  established  upon  them,  or  those  whicn  may  be  established,  are  few ; 
and  the  products  of  sugar- plantations  situated  in  the  interior  of  the  country,  which 
latter  are  the  more  numerous,  represent  larger  capital,  and  have  capacity  for  a  larger 
production,  cannot  be  exported. 

Even  introducing  all  the  economy  possible,  I  doubt  much  whether  these  plantations 
will  succeed  in  placing  their  products  in  port  at  that  cost ;  and  in  this  case  it  is  indis- 
X>ensable  to  look  for  other  ipeans  of  securing  the  exportation  of  our  sugar.  One  of  these 
might  be  the  measure  recommended  by  President  Gi  ant  to  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  to  establish  differential  duties  in  favor  of  the  products  of  countries  where  slavery 
does  not  exist,  which,  for  reasons  which  I  stated  in  one  of  my  articles  on  this  subject, 
would  cause  the  price  of  our  sugar  to  rise  in  the  markets  of  New  York.  But  this  meas- 
ure is  tardy,  and  we  have  no  means  of  influencing  its  adoption,  for  which  reason  we 
should  not  rely  solely  upon  it. 

There  is  another  measure  which,  in  my  opinion,  would  be  entirely  efficacious  in  ac- 
complishing this  important  object,  and  which  I  think  it  is  in  our  power  to  realize. 
This  measure  consists  in  forming  a  treaty  of  reciprocity  with  the  United  States,  bf 
virtue  of  which  Mexican  sugar  may  be  admitted  free  of  duty  in  that  country,  we  ad- 
mitting in  exchange  also  freis  of  duty  some  equivalent  prodnct  of  North  American 
industry. 

This  would  be  e(juivalent  to  cocceding  a  premium  in  favor  of  our  sugar  equal  to 
the  value  of  the  duties,  which  premium  upon  tne  poorest  kind  of  sugar  would  be  more 
than  two  dollars  per  quintal  in  American  gold,  and  that  would  be  sufficient  to  make 
the  exportation  profitable,  which  at  the  present  is  ruinous. 

In  order  to  proceed  upon  equitable  bases,  we  should  concede  free  of  duty  the  impor- 
tation of  some  product  of  North  American  industry,  the  one  which  at  the  present 
time  produces  for  us  a  sum  equivalent  to  that  which  our  sugar  imported  by  the  neigh- 
boring nation  would  produce  for  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States.  This,  in  the  Sit- 
ter case,  would  become  a  premium  conceded  by  the  Mexican  treasury  upon  the  expor- 
tation of  Mexican  sugar. 

I  judge  the  ratification  of  a  treaty  of  reciprocity  with  the  United  States  to  be  a 
matter  easily  accomplished,  because  on  the  30th  of  January,  1875,  the  government  of 
Washington  formed  one  with  the  King  of  the  Sandwich  Islands,  in  which  muscovado 
and  unrefined  sugars  are  specifically  enumerated  as  among  the  products  of  those 
islands  which  are  admitted  free  of  duty  in  the  United  States.  It  is  true  that  this 
treaty  encountered  some  opposition  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States ;  but  according  to  my  information,  this  was  due  to  the  fact  that  it  was  believed, 
for  reasons  which  it  is  not  to  the  point  to  enumerate  here,  that  a  few  speculators 
were  the  only  ones  who  would  profit  by  the  treaty.  Nevertheless  the  treaty,  or  rather 
the  law  necessary  for  its  execution,  was  approved  by  the  House  of  Representatives, 
althoDgh  by  a  small  majority.  It  is  probable  that  the  Senate,  which  ratified  the 
treaty  on  the  18th  of  March,  1875,  will  approve  the  supplementary  law  necessary  for 
its  execution. 

For  several  years  the  exportation  of  Mexican  sugar  to  the  United  States  would  not 
be  very  great ;  consequently  the  loss  which  the  North  American  Treasury  would  suffer 
on  account  of  the  exemption  would  also  be  small.    When  the  good  results  of  the 
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traffic  wonld  be  seen,  it  is  probable  that  the  prodaction  of  sagar  would  be  increased 
in  order  to  take  advantage  of  the  profits  which  it  wonld  produce,  and  from  that  time 
it  wonld  assume  greater  proportions. 

In  1859  the  Government  of  the  United  States  concluded  a  reciprocity  treaty  with  the 
constitutional  Government  of  Mexico,  which  was  then  located  in  Vera  Cruz,  and 
although  disapproved  by  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  the  latter  was  due  to  certain 
other  stipulations  and  not  to  that  referring  to  commercial  reciprocity. 


Mr,  Foeier  to  Mr,  EvarU. 

(Foreign  Relations  of  the  United  States,  1877,  p.  429.) 

Legation  op  the  United  StATKs, 

Mexico,  August  3,  1877. 

Sir: 

•  •  «  •  •  •  • 

Although  it  has  been  acknowledged  for  years  past  that  one  of  the  greatest  wants  of 
the  country  is  the  construction  of  railroads  to  unite  the  centers  of  population  and  to 
|dve  an  outlet  to  both  oceans  for  the  products  of  the  interior,  the  railroad  from  Vera 
Cruz  to  the  city  of  Mexico  is  the  only  one  that  has  as  yet  been  constructed.  Much 
time  has  been  wasted  by  congress  in  the  contentions  of  friends  of  rival  projects.  A 
concession  was  granted  in  1874  to  a  Mexican  organization  in  preference  to  American 
applicants  for  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from  this  city  to  the  large  cities  of  the 
interior ;  and  this  company  having  failed  completely  to  comply  with.its  concession,  a 
new  grant  was  made  to  another  organization,  in  which  Messrs.  Barron,  Forbes  &  Com- 
panv,  a  resident  English  house,  were  the  principal  members. 

The  work  of  construction  was  entered  upon,  but  the  revolution  of  last  year  almost 
paralyzed  its  operations,  and,  on  the  advent  of  the  revolutionary  government,  the  con- 
cession was  revoked  by  an  executive  order,  and  all  the  works  were  declared  as  for- 
feited. 

A  detailed  account  of  this  transaction  has  already  been  given  in  my  No.  524  of  April 
24  last.  The  subject  of  railroad  concessions  will  doubtless  be  a  leacUng  topic  in  the 
deliberaticms  of  the  next  session  of  congress.  Although  it  is  acknowledged  that  the 
capital  to  construct  the  railroads  so  greatly  needed  in  Mexico  must,  in  a  great  meas- 
ure, come  from  abroad,  yet  owing  to  the  failure  of  the  government  to  recognize  or 
piy  interest  on  its  foreign  debt  for  years  past^  and  on  account  of  the  recent  revolution, 
there  is  an  apparent  reluctance  on  the  part  or  foreign  capitalists  to  invest  in  Mexican 
public  enterprises.  An  adjustment  of  the  debt,  a  restoration  of  confidence  in  a  stable 
government,  and  security  and  guarantees  to  foreign  capital  appear  necessary  to  obtain 
the  inauguration  of  railroad  construction  on  any  scale  commensurate  with  the  urgent 
wants  of  the  country. 
I  am,  &rQ,, 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 


Mr.  Morrill  to  Mr.  Evarts. 
(Foreign  Relations,  1877,  Appendix,  p.  123.) 

United  States  Consulate, 

ManzaniUOf  September  28,  1877. 

Sir  :  In  conformity  with  the  instructions  of  your  dispatch,  dated  the  13th  of  July, 
relating  to  the  best  method  of  promoting  commercial  relations  between  the  Unitea 
States  and  Mexico,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report : 

Very  little  of  the  commerce  of  Mexico  is  done  with  the  United  States,  for  want  of 
American  merchants  in  the  country  to  promote  it ;  for,  owin^  to  the  general  insecurity 
of  property,  jknd  the  trouble  met  with  in  the  custom-houses,  ignorance  of  the  language, 
&c.,  our  countrymen  prefer  other  localities.  But  by  placing  this  country  in  a  state  of 
security,  there  can  be  no  reason  why  American  manufactures  cannot  be  imported  and 

compete  favorably  with  those  of  any  other  nation. 

«  •  »  #  *  *  • 

In  order  to  increase  commercial  relations  with  this  country  the  first  requisite  is  peaofi 

in  the  country. 

•  #  •  »  #  #  • 

It  is  believed  that  a  treaty  of  alliance,  guaranteeing  the  integrity  of  Mexican  terri- 
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tory  and  its  independence,  with  tbe  right  of  one  nation  to  assist  the  other  against  in- 
ternal and  external  enemies,  would  be  popular  in  this  country  and  not  objectionable 
to  tbe  United  States.  By  such  a  treaty,  the  moral  influence  of  it  would  be  such  that 
DO  troops  would  be  necessary  to  be  introduced  to  maintain  peace,  for  it  would  be  seen 
by  revolutionists  that  although  they  might  overthrow  the  government  under  ordinary 
circumstances,  the^  oould  not  do  so  it  it  were  backed  by  the  United  States ;  and 
instead  of  getting  into  power  through  revolution,  would  do  so  through  the  ballot-box, 
and  thus  inaugurate  a  favorable  political  revolution  in  the  country. 

Peace  thus  secured,  there  would  be  an  opening  for  railroads  built  by  American  capi- 
talists ;  and  where  there  are  railroads,  American  merchants,  mechanics,  farmers,  and 
miners  will  follow,  and  carry  with  them  American  commerce,  and  there  will  be  an  end 
to  the  European  monopoly. 


I  am,  &c. 


AUGUSTUS  MORRILL,  Consul 


Mr,  Suiter  to  Mr,  Huntei', 


(Foreign  Relations,  1877,  Appendix,  p.  121.) 


Sir; 


Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

AcapulcOf  October  1,  1877. 


Anxious  to  comply  with  the  recommendations  made  to  consular  officers  by  the  de- 
partment in  the  circular  of  July  13,  1877, 1  would  state  that,  in  my  opinion,  with 
efforts  made  with  patience  and  prudence  in  the  right  direction,  the  United  States  might 
soon  be  enabled  to  compete  successfully  with  Europe  (Manchester)  in  the  production 
of  cotton,  linen,  and  woolen  manufactures  suitable  for  the  west  coast  of  Mexico,  the 
more  so,  as  of  late  interest  on  capital  and  wages  of  operatives  in  the  United  States  have 
been  reduced  very  nearly  to  the  rates  of  England. 

One  of  the  greatest  difficulties  in  the  way  of  American  merchants  is,  without  any 
doubt,  the  long-established  relations  between  the  commission-houses  in  Europe  and  the 
importers  on  this  coast.  In  many  cases  the  establishment  here  is  only  a  branch  of  the 
house  in  Europe.  The  result  of  these  close  relations  naturally  is  that  a  great  many 
articles  which  might  be  imported  advantageously  from  the  United  States  are  brought 
from  Europe,  and  nearly  all  the  exports  find  their  way  to  European  markets. 

Rates  of  interest  charged  in  accounts  between  European  houses  and  the  merchants 
of  this  coast  are  regulated  by  tbe  rate  of  tbe  Bank  of  England. 

I  also  must  state  here  that  the  merchants  on  this  coast  complain  of  high  commis- 
sions in  New  York  and  of  hii^h  rates  of  freight  from  and  to  New  York.  For  instance, 
while  freight  from  New  York  oat  is  $60  per  ton,  it  is  but  £7  from  England. 

Brown  domestics  are  manufactured  plentifully  forborne  consumption  in  the  country 
from  cotton  cultivated  on  this  coast,  and  the  high  protective  import  duty  of  9  cents 
per  square  meter  renders  the  importation  of  the  foreign  article  impossible. 

It  may  safely  be  asserted  that  the  business  done  annually  between  Manchester  and 
the  ports  of  the  west  coast  of  Mexico  amounts  to  $4,000,000. 

Among  the  staple  cotton  goods  brought  to  this  coast  from  Manchester  fancy  prints 
occupy  the  iii*st  place,  being  of  more  consumption  than  any  other  article,  and  deserve 
to  be  described  as  minutely  as  possible,  as  well  as  the  manner  how  they  are  made  up 
and  packed. 

The  importer  selects  from  patterns  furnished  to  him  from  Europe  such  as  may  suit 
tbe  particular  taste  of  the  inhabitants  of  a  certain  district,  having  obtained  from  the 
Manchester  printer  the  privilege  of  having  printed  the  minimum  of  ten  pieces  of  each 
pattern ;  thus,  if  needed,  he  can  obtain  small  lots  of  ten  bales,  of  fifty  pieces  of  assorted 
patterns  each,  and  suit  all  his  customers.  The  printing-cloth  used  for  these  prints  is 
14  by  15  threads  in  one-fourth  of  one  inch  square,  28  to  29  inches  wide  when  printed, 
well  "  swissed^'  (starched  and  mangled),  as  this  operation  is  called  at  Manchester,  made 
up  in  pieces  of  24  yards ;  the  colors  are  fast ;  cost-price  of  piece  at  Manchester  78.  2d. 
to  78.  6d.y  approximately,  according  to  price  of  printing  of  pattern,  exclnsive  of  com- 
missions, expenses  of  packing,  &c. ;  import  duties  on  prints  per  square  meter  say 
14  cents ;  sell  per  pic  09  at  $5.25  to  $5.50.  As  these  goods  have  to  be  transported  on 
mules  to  the  interior  of  the  country,  exposed  on  the  road  to  all  sorts  of  accidents,  they 
must  be  packed  very  carefully,  viz :  Each  bale  of  fifty  pieces  has  inner  wrapper  of 
brown  or  oleached  cotton  of  9  yards,  inner  paper,  inner  wrapper  of  Hessians  (hemp 
packing-cloth),  tarpaulin,  and  at  last  outer  cover  of  Hessians.  Such  a  bale  is  then 
comyiressed  and  bound  with  iron  hoops,  weighs  from  180  to  190  pounds,  and  is  better 
suited  for  transportation  over  rough  roads  than  a  case. 
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I  have  had  the  opportunity  of  examining  patterns  of  American  prints  sent  to  a  house 
at  Acapulco  hy  a  large  New  York  house,  said  to  be  of  ready  sale  in  the  West  Indies, 
Central  and  South  America.  Although  they  are  of  a  superior  quality  (15  by  16  threads 
for  one-fourth  of  one  inch  square),  they  are  not  so  well  "  swissed''  or  finished  as  the 
Manchester  article,  and  for  this  reason,  as  well  as  on  account  of  their  unaccustomed 
width  of  25  inches,  would  not  sell  readily  on  this  coast. 

A  better  quality  of  prints  is  imported  nnder  the  name  of  French  imitation  prints 
(percales) ;  that  is  to  say,  select  French  patterns  with  French  finish,  made  np  in  pieces 
of  44  meters.  Printing-cloth  used  for  these  prints  is  15  by  15  or  15  by  16  threads  in 
one-fourth  of  one  inch  square  (like  the  American  prints  mentioned),  29  inches  wide, 
cost  at  Manchester  of  piece  of  44  yards  18  francs.  In  every  case  each  bale  of  prints 
is  accompanied  by  its  corresponding  sample-book. 

Bleached  cotton  sheeting  and  shirting  in  several  qualities  and  widths  are  the  arti- 
cles which  rank  second  among  the  imports  on  the  west  coast  of  Mexico. 

Import  duties  on  the  same  are  9  cents  per  square  meter.  The  article  is  generally 
made  np  in  pieces  of  40  yards.  Special  attention  is  paid  to  a  very  good  and  compact 
finish.  The  most  salable  and  cheapest  quality  is  of  twenty-three  threads  in  five  milli- 
meters square,  with  a  width  of  28-29  inches,  costing  at  Manchester,  per  piece  of  40 
yards,  about  7  francs.  This  quality,  23  threads,  24  incnes  wide,  sells,  per  Mexican  vara^ 
at  11  cents;  27-28  inches  wide  sells, per  Mexican  vara, at  13  cents  ;  29-30  inches  wide 
sells  per  Mexican  vara,  at  14  cents ;  32  inches  wide  sells,  per  Mexican  vara,  at  15  cents  ; 
35-36  inches  wide  sells,  per  Mexican  vara,  at  16  cents.  Bettef  qualities,  up  to  thirty 
threads  in  five  millimeters  square,  with  calico  or  linen  finish,  are  also  in  demand  and 
imported  largely.  Ordinary  qualities  are  brought  long-fold,  the  better  qualities  some- 
times book-fold. 

Among  other  articles  in  demand  are  printed  jaconets,  white  ground.  The  quality 
generally  bought  for  this  market  is  known  at  Manchester  as  12'^  (13<^,  14***",  &c., 
mean  better  qualities  than  12<>^),  costing  per  piece  of  24  yards,  28  inches  wide,  ds.  &d. 
The  import  duties  on  the  same  are  16  cents  per  meter  square.  They  sell  at  |5  to  $5.25 ; 
they  are  packed  in  bales  like  prints. 

Printed  Jaconet  handkerchiefs  are  likewise  of  much  consumption.  In  quality,  as 
per  sample  herewith,  28  inches  by  25  inches,  they  cost  at  Manchester,  according  to 
colors,  from  1«.  8d.  to  29.,  and  are  made  up  in  tnisses  of  300  dozen — import  duties 
thereon,  $1.06  per  dozen — sell  generally  at  $1.62  to  $1.75  per  dozen. 

Together  with  these  principal  staple  articles,  a  great  variety  of  cotton  fabrics  of 
minor  imi>ortance,  required  for  an  assortment  suitable  for  the  trade,  are  imported ;  but 
only  in  small  quantities  compared  with  the  consumption  of  prints  and  bleached  goods. 

Linen  goods  occupy  but  a  secondary  position  in  the  trade  of  this  coast.  Import  du- 
ties on  the  same  are  16  cents  per  meter  square  up  to  thirty  threads  in  five  millimeters 
square,  and  22  cents  per  square  meter  for  all  above  thirty.  Some  of  the  most  current 
are  the  following : 

Platillas  and  Silesias :  from  27  to  34  threads  in  five  millimeters  square,  26  inches  to 
28  inches,  and  35  inches  to  36  inches  wide,  in  pieces  of  17^  and  35  vards.  Silesias  of  27 
threads,  as  above  stated,  with  a  width  of  35  inches,  cost  at  Manchester  about  8id.  per 
yard. 

Creas,  quality  21  to  29  threads  in  five  millimeters  square,  from  26  to  29  inches  wide ; 
in  pieces  of  32  or  64  yards,  cost  price  at  Manchester  of  crea,  21  threads,  28-29  inches 
wide,  6id,  per  yard. 

Bretanas,  quality  33  to  40  threads  in  five  millimeters  square,  35  to  36  inches  in  width, 
made  up  in  small  fancy  pieces  of  7  yards,  book-fold  ^  cost  price  at  Manchester  of  qual- 
ity of  33  threads,  35  to  36  inches  wide,  ll^d.  per  yard. 

These  articles  are  supposed  to  be  of  pure  linen. 

For  woolen  manufactures  there  is  but  little  demand.  Blankets  of  all  kinds,  as  well 
as  the  ordinary  qualities  of  cassimere  and  broadcloth,  are  made  in  this  country  with 
high  protective  import  duties.  A  little  of  several  fabrics  of  woolen  and  cotton,  or  pure 
woolen  for  ladies'  dresses  mostly,  like  merino,  and  alpaca.  &.C.,  is  imported,  and  like- 
wise a  small  quantity  of  the  better  qualities  of  light  cassimere  and  oroadcloth.  All 
these  goods  are  sold  to  customers  with  6,  8,  and  even  10  months'  credit^  or  1  per  cent, 
discount  per  month  if  paid  for  before  due. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Mexican  Government  may  soon  abolish  the  ruinous  export 
duty  of  5  per  cent,  on  silver  coin,  which  is  the  only  thing  received  in  payment. 

As  far  as  other  articles  of  American  manufacture,  like  flour,  lumber,  California  pro- 
duce, machinery,  arms  and  ammunition,  candles,  ship-chanalery,  drugs ;'  iron,  hard, 
glass,  and  earthen  ware ;  furniture,  edged-tools,  coal-oil,  groceries,  stationery,  wines, 
liquors,  &.C.,  are  concerned,  I  would  only  remark  that  the  commercial  relations  be- 
tween San  Francisco  and  the  west  coast  are  growing  more  important  everv  rear. 

JOHN  A.  SUTTER,  Jr.. 

ContuL 
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Mr,  SkiUon  to  Mr,  Hunter, 

[Foreign  Relations,  1^77,  Appendix,  p.  119.] 

Consulate  Gbneral  ok  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  December  30, 1877. 

•  *  «  *  •  *  • 

Sir  :  The  goods  which  can  be  imported  into  Mexico  from  the  United  States  with  ad- 
vantage are  principally  prints,  low  classes  of  dry  goods,  hardware,  house-farnisbiug 
goods,  arms,  and  machinery. 

The  reoresentatives  of  American  houses  who  have  visited  this  capital  and  other 
parts  of  tne  country  here  during  the  past  year  have  received  orders  for  goods  to  a  con- 
siderable amonnt,  and  the  demand  will  increase,  as  said  goods  aregiving  satisfaction. 
One  hardware  house  alone,  established  in  this  city,  will  retail  over  $200,000  of  American 
goods  during  the  current  year. 

The  railway  rates  from  Vera  Cruz  to  the  city  of  Mexico  are  as  follows :  First-class 
freight,  $76.05  per  ton ;  second-class  freight,  |65.18  per  ton  ;  third-class  freight,  $54.32 
per  ton,  in  Mexican  dollars.  The  average  freight  may  be  calculated  as  second  class,  but 
a  large  i)ortion'  goes  through  as  third  class,  especially  on  articles  from  the  United 
States.  If  a  reduction  could  be  obtained  on  tnese  rat«s,  as  well  as  on  those  of  the  over- 
sea steamers,  as  referred  to  hereafter  in  the  present  report,  trade  would  be  largely  in- 
creased. 

It  is  the  belief  of  this  consulate-general  that  legislation  on  the  part  of  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  can  increase  the  commerce  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico 
by  granting  a  subsidy  to  a  line  of  steamers  carrying  freight  between  the  ports  of  New 
York  and  New  Orleans  and  Vera  Cruz  and  Tampico.  Such  subsidy  should  be  sufficiently 
great  to  enable  snch  line  of  steamers  to  reduce  their  rates  of  freight  so  much  lower  than 
tnose  collected  by  the  lines  running  to  the  Mexican  Gulf  ports  mm  Liverpool  and  St. 
Nazaire,  as  to  induce  bnyers  in  Mexico  to  seek  their  purchases  in  the  United  States. 

The  present  large  importing  houses  of  Mexico  are  such  as  have  generally  existed 
for  many  yeai*s,  the  oldest  partners  retiring  to  Europe  or  elsewhere  upon  acquiring  a 
competent  fortune,  and  leaving  their  sons  or  younger  partners  or  clerks  to  follow  in 
the  same  channel.  These  houses  have  bad  for  years  their  agents  and  correspondents 
in  the  various  manufacturing  and  business  cities  of  Europe,  from  whom  they  have 
ordered  and  order  goods.  It  will  be  difficult  to  induce  such  Mexican  buyers  to  escape 
from  this  routine  unless  low  freights,  as  well  as  reduced  prices,  call  loudly  for  their 
attention.  But  it  is  believed  that  much  can  be  accomplished  by  the  legislation  above 
referred  to.  The  time  now  occupied  in  ordering  goods  for  Mexico,  for  delivery  at  Vera 
Cruz  and  Tampico  and  receiving  the  same,  is  usually  from  three  to  four  months,  while, 
by  ordering  and  dnplicatiug  orders  throngh  the  telegraph  via  Matamoros  and  New 
Orleans,  from  fifteen  to  twenty  days  will  be  sufficient  for  the  receipt  of  goods  at  Vera 
Cruz,  resulting  in  diminution  of  exchange  on  funds,  interest,  or  mone^  employed,  &c. 
Should  buyers  prefer  to  pay  for  their  goods  by  shipments  to  the  United  States,  such 
shipments  will  naturally  be  increased  as  well  as  the  duties  arising  to  the  United  States 
Treasury ;  for  such  increased  exports  and  imports  must  be  many  times  greater  than 
the  sum  necessary  to  subsidize  a  line  of  steamers,  so  that  their  rates  of  freight  can  be 
reduced  to  a  schedule  from  25  to  40  per  cent,  less  than  that  of  the  European  lines  run- 
ning to  Mexico. 

The  present  rate  of  freights  to  Vera  Cruz  from  the  European  ports  is,  as  I  am  in- 
formed, from  $7.35  to  $36.37  per  ton,  while  the  rates  by  the  lines  of  F.  Alexandre  &. 
Sons,  as  I  am  informed,  are  $14.10  to  $23.50  per  ton  from  New  York  to  Vera  Cruz,  and 

$10.50  to  $16.36  from  New  Orleans  to  Vera  Cruz. 

•  •  #  ft  •  •  « 

I  am,  &c., 

JULIUS  A.  SKILTON, 

Consul- General, 


COMMERCE  WITH  MEXICO— CONDITIONS  PRECEDENT. 
[Letter  from  a  prominent  merchant  in  Mexico.] 

Mexico,  August  19, 1877. 

The  position  of  the  foreign  merchants,  not  only  in  Mexico,  but  in  all  the  South 
American  and  Asiatic  countries  which  are  explored  in  the  interests  of  commerce,  is  a 
chapter  in  itself.  These  true  pioneers  of  civilization  and  agents  of  commerce  between 
the  great  industrial  nations  and  the  half-civilized,  consuming  portion  of  mankind,  are, 
de  facto,  as  devoid  of  rights  as  pariahs,  and  whenever  they  utter  a  complaint  they 
are  told,  "  Why  did  you  not  stay  at  home?"  Without  protection  from  their  own  conn- 
try,  without  the  rights  of  citizens  in  the  place  of  their  residence,  the  foreign  merchant 
is  exposed  helplessly  to  all  chicaneries;  and  this  is  the  case  even  with  American  citi- 
zens, in  a  country  bordering  directly  on  the  United  States.  It  is  really  incredible  that 
in  this  age  of  progress  and  in  a  country  where  the  necessity  of  foreign  markets  begins 
to  be  so  greatly  felt,  the  peculiar  importance  of  the  class  o^  merchants  who  settle  and 
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do  busiDess  in  foreign  conntries  can  be  so  entirely  overlooked,  and  that  they  should  be 
BO  harshly  and  ungratefully  treated  by  the  conutry.  If  to-day  the  foreign  merchants 
should  withdraw  from  the  half-oivilized  conntries,  to-morrow  one-half  of  all  the 
spindles  in  the  great  ootton-mannfacturing  conntries  would  be  idle.  For  who  would 
carry  on  commerce  to  remote  conntries  if  not  the  commercial  countrymen  of  the  manu- 
facturers ?  Do  the  manufacturers  consider  it  possible  to  enter  into  direct  relations 
with  Mexicans,  Chinese,  or  Sandwich  Islanders  f  If  the  attempt  were  made,  the  result 
would  be  that  in  a  year  from  now  every  manufucturing  establishment  which  sends  its 
produce  to  those  countries  would  be  forced  to  send  out  ageuts  on  their  own  account, 
which  agents  would  of  course  make  themselves  in  time  independent  and  become  foreign 
merchants,  as  is  the  case  to-day. 

These  foreign  merchants  are  now,  in  the  country  of  their  residence,  without  rights, 
and  the  United  States,  especially,  have  so  far  done  nothing  to  protect  their  citizens 
abroad.  Protection  in  the  haibDrs  extends  an  far  as  the  reach  of  the  guns  of  our 
vessels.  In  tiie  interior,  the  American  citizen  has  no  guarantee  whatever.  To  become 
naturalized  and  thus  identified  with  the  institutions  of  semi-barbarons  countries  can- 
not be  expected  from  any  one  who  belongs  to  a  nation  of  high  civilization. 

Whenever  the  foreign  merchant  suffers  from  chicanery  or  is  damaged  in  his  interests 
without  warrant  or  law,  and  he  applies  to  his  native  country  for  protection,  the  answer 
is,  **  Yon  have  left  your  country  to  make  money  elsewhere,  and  you  must  bear  all  the 
consequences.''  Those  who  give  this  heartless  and  short-sighted  answer  forget,  in  the 
first  place,  that  every  merchant  going  abroad  contributes  very  materially  to  the  ad- 
vancement in  wealth  of  the  conntries  from  which  he  imports  his  goods;  nay,  more, 
that  as  a  class  he  is  the  only  agent  and  promoter  abroad  of  the  business  of  manu- 
facturing countries.  They  forget  further  that  the  number  of  those  who  really  so 
achieve  success  is  exceedingly  small,  compared  to  the  number  of  those  who  fail  or 
barely  live;  besides  that,  they  forget  the  innumerable  sacrifices  which  every  one  has 
to  make  whose  fate  it  is  to  sx>end  the  best  years  of  his  life  in  a  halt-civiiiz^  foreign 
country. 

How  many  of  them  return  with  their  health  impaired  for  life;  how  many  estranged 
from  their  families  and  friends ;  and  if  they  return  home  after  a  long  absence  they  find 
themselves  more  strangers  at  home  than  abroad.  Their  personal  worth  and  the  respect 
they  receive  is  measured  only  according  to  the  size  of  the  fortune  which  they  bring 
home,  and  woe  to  them  if  they  come  back  with  little  or  nothing.  Still  worse  off  are 
those  who  cease  to  feel  the  sacrifices  they  are  making,  and  sink  to  the  level  of  the 
people  surrounding  them.  In  the  debilita'ion  of  the  tropical  countries,  they  lose  all 
impulse  for  higher  mental  efforts,  and  become  doubly  pitiable. 

These  complaints  are  in  close  con oection  with  the  question  of  extending  American 
trade  into  Mexico,  because  the  first  condition  precedent  is  the  better  and  more  protected 
position  there  of  these  by  whom  this  trade  necessarily  has  to  be  carried  on. 

There  can  bene  doubt  that  American  indnstrvhas  arrived  at  the  point  'Trhere  it  must 
seek  a  more  extended  market.  Before  the  American  civil  war  in  the  period  from 
1848  to  18t0,  American  fabrics  were,  in  the  north  of  Mexico,  already  known  and  sought 
after.  New  Orleans  had  an  active  trade  with  Vera  Crnz,  Tampico,  and  Matamoros, 
which  was  interrupted  by  the  war  of  secession,  and  for  some  time  afterward  could  not 
be  revived  because  American  goods  remainea  at  too  high  a  price.  The  loss  of  this 
trade  is  one  of  the  causes  of  the  decay  of  New  Orleans. 

Meanwhile  times  have  changed ;  the  United  States  have,  n  the  last  ten  yearn,  made 
immense  progress  in  almost  every  branch  of  manufactures,  and,  besides  the  Eastern 
States,  the  West  and  South  are  now  manufacturing  also. 

Thus,  with  increasing  production,  consumers  diminish  and  American  industry  passes 
into  a  new  ex)Och.  It  is  forced  to  participate  in  the  great  commerce  of  the  world,  and 
to  enter  into  competition  with  other  nations,  and  to  look  for  distant  markets.  In  this 
I  speak  particularly  of  dry  goods,  principally  cotton  goods.  American  hardware  and 
agricultural  implements  are  so  far  superior  to  those  of  other  nations  that,  to  a  great 
extent,  thej'  introduce  themselves.  American  fancy  groceries  could  be  introduced  to 
a  great  extent  if  the  means  of  communication  were  better  and  the  Mexican  import 
duties  were  reduced  to  a  reasonable  limit;  but  nineteen-twentieths  of  all  imported 
goods  are  dry  goods. 

The  first  thing  that  stands  in  the  way  of  the  introduction  of  American  goods  abroad 
is  the  want  of  adaptation  to  the  taste  of  the  people.  The  English  manufacture  for 
every  taste,  for  every  climate,  and  for  every  degree  of  civilization. 

The  choice  of  colors  and  patterns  is  particularly  wanting.  Variety  of  patterns  for 
printed  goods  is  very  costly,  and  requires  more  capital  than  most  of  the  American  man- 
ufacturers can  employ,  when  compared  with  the  English.  Every  new  pattern  requires 
a  new  cylinder,  which  is  quit«  expensive.  However,  the  American  manufacturers  have 
lately  made  great  progress  in  this  respect,  and  experiments  with  American  goods  have 
been  made  lately  on  an  increasing  scale. 

With  some  considerable  houses  on  our  frontier  importations  from  the  United  States 
have  cea«ed  to  be  experiments,  and  have  become  a  regular  and  increasing  commerce ; 
ueverthelebs  the  import alioua  ot  tV\oae\iov\^fc&ito\xi\Xi<^\i^\\.^§i^>aA«&«Lte  Uisiy^uificaut 
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compared  with  European  importations  by  the  same  houses.  They  have  their  credits 
in  Enrope,  and  what  they  parchase  in  the  United  States  they  either  pay  by  drafts  on 
European  bankers,  or  they  pay  these  trifling  amounts  in  cash.  It  would  be  different 
if  Americans  should  seek  to  snpplant  the  English,  and  I  am  inclined  to  doubt  whether 
they  can  at  i>resent  do  it  to  any  considerable  extent.  Capital  is  neither  as  cheap  nor 
as  plentiful  as  in  Europe,  and  the  system  of  credits  is  not  as  well  developed  as  in  the 
Old  World,  Bankers'  credits  or  open  credits  are  not  yet  well  known  in  the  United 
States.  In  New  York  collaterals  are  always  demanded.  This  is  dae  to  the  fact  that 
the  business  is  exclusively  with  home  customers  who  ean  be  controlled,  whose  wants 
in  goods  and  whose  business  facilities  are  exactly  known,  and  who  do  not  ask  for  long 
credits.  On  these  existing  relations  the  whole  trade  is  based,  and  prices  are  equally 
controlled.  Foreign  commerce  cannot  be  had  on  such  easy  terms.  The  foreign  mer- 
chant not  only  wants  long  credits,  bnt  the  cheapest  prices,  because  he  has  to  compete 
with  importations  from  other  countries. 

If  Americans  would  occupy  toward  Mexican  importers  the  position  which  the  Euro- 
pean givers  of  credit  assume,  they  must  be  prepared  for  very  considerable  demands, 
lor  the  annual  orders  of  an  importing  house  in  Mexico  run  at  once  into  hundreds  of 
thousands.  One  of  the  leading  importers  on  the  frontier  has  for  some  time  been  im- 
porting Amerioan  goods,  first  by  way  of  experiment  and  in  small  quantities,  but  now 
he  has  sounded  his  New  York  correspondent  to  know  if  they  can  give  him  the  same 
facilities  which  he  has  in  England  if  he  buys  on  a  large  scale.  The  house  had  to  con- 
eult  the  senior  partner,  who  lives  in  Europe,  bnt  who  formerly  lived  in  Mexico,  and 
knows  business  there.  The  arrangement  was  made.  Now  if  this  house  should  get  one 
or  two  more  customers  of  that  kind  it  will  be  all  they  can  carry.  The  American  manu- 
facturers themselves  have,  as  a  class,  no  surplus  capital,  and  are  first  to  sell  cheap  for 
money.  Houses  which  give  extended  credits  for  large  amounts  really  do  not  exist  either 
in  New  York  or  Boston.  The  real  influx  of  capital  for  manufacturers,  as  wtll  as  for 
commission  merchants  and  bankers  who  give  credits,  will  only  commence  when  Ameri- 
can mannfactnrers  come  to  participate,  to  a  large  extent,  in  the  commerce  of  the  world. 

Conditions  being  equal,  importing  merchants  would  prefer  to  import  from  the  United 
States.  The  shorter  distance  would  cause  less  loss  of  time,  and,  therefore,  less  loss  in 
interest,  and  the  American  merchant  is  easier  to  deal  with. 

If  I  buy  in  New  York  $1,000  worth  of  goods  I  know  I  have  to  pay  exactly  $1,000. 
The  goods  are  delivered  on  board  the  ship,  and  there  are  no  other  charges.  In  Eng- 
land, or  in  Hamburg,  or  Bremen,  the  game  of  the  commission  merchant  begins  after  he 
has  drawn  the  line  under  the  $1,000.  For  one  who  is  not  accustomed  to  it  the  long 
list  of  petty  charges  is  almost  incredible.  They  have  amounted  on  my  goods  to  from 
eight  to  ten  per  cent,  of  the  value. 

I  have  said  that  several  honses  have  commenced  to  import  American  goods  regularly, 
but  I  believe  that  just  these  houRcs  would  dislike  to  see  Amerioan  importations  become 
general.  It  would  be  the  greatest  error  if  American  manufacturers  should  attempt  to 
avoid  establibhed  houses  and  have  their  own  agencies.  The  whole  mercantile  com- 
munity would  be  their  enemies.  The  danger  for  the  large  importing  houses,  if  Amer- 
ican importations  should  become  general,  would  be  that  in  time  they  would  lose  their 
trade  and  become  unnecessary.  The  present  business  of  importing  from  Europe  on  a 
large  scale  requires  large  capital  and  good  connections,  and  businesi  remains  conse- 
qnently  in  the  hands  of  a  few.  In  the  United  States  it  would  be  difficult  to  get  similar 
large  connections,  but  it  will  be  so  much  easier  for  the  small  merchant  to  get  a  few 
thousand  dollars  of  credit.  This  may  cause  in  time  an  opposition  on  the  part  of  the 
large  importers  against  American  goods  ;  and  I  am  satisfied  that  if  Mexico  would,  as 
a  general  rule,  import  from  the  neighboring  United  States,  the  whole  trade  would 
assume  a  diflerent  shape.  To  Americans  it  will  be  the  same  whether  they  sell  to  one 
man  $100,000  or  to  ten  men  $10,000  each.  On  the  contrary,  according  to  American 
ideas,  the  latter  might  be  considered  preferable. 

The  best  manner  of  introducing  goods  here  is  by  snperior  quality  and  lower  price. 
In  this  way  they  have  already  introdnced  themselves,  and  if  manufacturers  study  the 
taste  of  these  people  more,  the  consumption,  which  is  upon  the  whole  miserably  small 
as  compared  with  that  of  European  importation,  would  greatly  increase.  I  have  lit- 
tle faith  in  the  effect  of  diplomacy  in  this  respect.  A  m^dling  general  can  do  more 
in  this  country  than  the  ablest  diplomat.  I  consider  it  out  of  the  question  to  get  any 
favorable  discrimination  in  cnstoms.  If  the  United  States  would  insist  that  tne  Free 
Zone  should  cease,  and  that  Matamoros  sbonld  be  the  only  port  of  entry  for  transat- 
lantic goods  on  the  Rio  Grande,  leaving  the  old  ports  Camargo,  Mier,  &c.j  only  fur  the 
trade  between  Mexico  and  the  United  States,  it  might  have  a  good  efl^ect.  It  would 
then  only  be  necessary  to  extend  railroad  coratrunication  from  San  Antonio  across 
the  Rio  Grande  to  Monterey,  San  Luis,  and  Lagos,  from  whence  one  branch  would  run 
to  Mexico  and  the  other  to  the  Pacific.  This  line  has  vastly  more  vitality  than  the  Texas 
Pacific,  which  winds  about  the  32d  parallel  through  eternal  deserts  in  the  same  lati- 
tude and  climate,  while  a  railroad  from  Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  to  Mexico,  direct,  would 
run  through  15  degrees  of  latitude  and  exchange  the  ^todwcXA  ^l  ^  Nvtx^Vj  ^^  OCv- 
mates. 
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COMMERCIAL  TABLES. 


No.  1. 


COMMERCE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  WITH  MEXICO. 

Statement  showing  the  value  of  the  domestic  and  foreign  exports  from  the  United  States  to 
Mexico f  the  imports  from  Mexico  into  the  United  States^  and  the  total  commerce  heticeen  the 
two  countrieSf  during  each  of  the  twenty  fiscal  years  ended  June  30,  from  18.57  to  1876, 
inclusive. 

[Compiled  from  the  United  States  Official  Reports  on  Commerce  and  Navigation. ] 


Year  ended  Jane  30— 


1857 

1856 

1859 

1860 

1861 

1869 

1863 

1864 

1865 

1866 

1867 

1868 

1869 

1870 

1871 

1872 

1873 

1874 

1875 

1876 

Total  for  twentj'  years 

Average  per  annnm 

Arerafiie  per  annum  for  last  ten  years 

Average  per  annum  for  last  five  years 

Ayerage  per  annum  for  last  five  vears, 
per  capita  of  popnlation  of  Mexico 
(9,343,470,  census  of  1871} 


Domestio 
exports. 


13, 017, 640 
2,  785,  852 
2, 307, 170 
3,338.739 
1,564.062 
1,840,720 
7,  493, 167 
10, 927, 960 
16,110,189 
3.716,509 
4,862,066 
5. 061, 344 
3, 836, 699 
4, 556.  441 
5,082.533 
3, 445,  658 
4,084.816 
4,073,679 
3, 895. 792 
4, 706, 778 


96, 707, 904 


4, 835, 395 


4,360,580 


4, 041, 344 


10  43 


Foreign  ex- 
ports. 


Total  ex- 
ports. 


•597.566 

529,973 

685, 376 

2, 015,  334 

651,828 

368.287 

1, 579. 045 

1,  753,  504 

3,344,211 

871. 619 

590,182 

1, 392,  919 

1, 047. 406 

1, 318,  955 

2,568,080 

2, 132, 931 

2, 345. 347 

1, 930,  691 

1. 874, 991 

1, 501, 394 


29, 099,  731 


1,  454,  986 


1,  670, 290 


$3,615,206 
3, 315, 825 
2.992,546 
5. 354, 073 
2,215,890 
2,209,007 
9, 072, 212 
12,  681,  554 
19. 454, 400 
4, 588, 218 
5.452.248 
6,  454, 263 
4, 884, 107 
5,875,396 
7, 650. 613 
5. 578, 599 
6. 430, 163 
6, 004,  370 
5, 770,  783 
6, 208. 172 


125,  807;  635 


6,290,382 


6, 030, 670 


1, 957, 071         5, 996,  415 


10  21 


10  64 


Imports. 


$5,  985,  657 

5,  477, 465 

5,  :a9,  974 

6, 935.  872 

3, 669, 213 

2.684.852 

4,  529, 584 

7.  «84, 391 

8, 655, 619 

4. 843.  761 

3,920,974 

6, 115, 922 

7,232,006 

13,  099, 031 

17, 511. 163 

8, 507, 124 

16, 430, 225 

13, 239. 905 

11.634,983 

12,505,753 


166, 223, 674 


8,311,183 


11, 019, 709 


12, 463. 598 


II  33 


Total  com- 
merce. 


19,601,063 

8,793,290 

8.332,5;M) 

12,289,945 

5,905,103 

4,893,b59 

13.601.796 

20, 565, 945 

28.110,019 

9,  431, 979 

9. 373, 222 

12, 570, 185 

12,116,113 

18, 974,  427 

25, 161, 776 

14. 085, 713 

22,860,388 

19, 244, 275 

17,  405, 766 

18, 713, 925 


292, 031, 309 


14, 601, 565 


17, 050, 579 


18, 462, 013 
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No,  2. 


Statement  shotcing  the  several  porta  in  the  United  States  at  which  exporle  were  made  to  Mexico j 
and  imports  received  from  Mexico^  and  the  value  of  the  same  at  each  port,  during  the  fiscal 
year  ended  June  30, 1876. 

[Compiled  from  the  Annaal  Report  on  Commerce  and  Navigation.] 


Ports. 


Baltimore 

IkMton 

Brazcy  de  Safeitiago 

Corpua  Chriati 

OalToeton , 

Key  Weat 

Mobile 

New  Orleana 

New  York 

Paao  del  Norte 

Pearl  Biver,  Miaa . 

Pensacola 

Philadelphia 

Pnget  SoQod 

Saliiria,Tex 

San  Diego,  Cal 

San  Francisco 

Teche,La 


Total. 


Carried  in  American  vessels 

Carried  in  foreign  vessels 

Carried  in  cars  and  other  land- vehicles  . . 


Total. 


Total  imports  dutiable 

Total  imports  firee  of  daty 


Total  imports 


Domestic 
exports. 


Foreign 
exx>ortB. 


1915, 529 

131,000 

29,796 


11,634 

956,998 

1, 426, 335 

36,701 

12,429 

9,516 

6,960 

4,«74 

65,348 

81.431 

1,016,235 

192 


4, 706, 778 


4, 097. 674 
297,795 
311,309 


4, 706, 778 


1894,375 
157,107 
127,737 


107, 416 
130,857 


14,745 
'i39,'i57 


1, 501, 394 


1, 191, 348 

11, 482 

298,564 


1, 501, 394 


Total  ex- 
ports. 


•1, 739, 904 
288,107 
157,533 


11,634 

1, 066, 414 

1, 557, 192 

36,701 

12,429 

9,516 

6.960 

4,674 

80,093 

81,431 

1,155,392 

192 


6, 208, 172 


5,289,022 
309, 2n 
609,873 


6,208,172 


Proportion  of 
Proportion  of 
Proportion  of 
Proportion  of 
Proportion  of 
Proportion  of 
Proportion  of 
Proportion  of 
Proportion  of 
Proportion  of 


total  commerce 
total  commerce 
total  commerce 
total  commerce 
total  commerce 
total  commerce 
total  commerce 
total  commerce 
total  commerce 
total  commerce 


at  New  York 

at  San  Francisco 

at  Brasos  de  Santiago 

at  New  Orleans 

at  Paso  del  Norte  .., 

at  Corpns  Christi 

at  all  other  ports 

carried  in  American  vessels 

carried  in  foreign  vessels 

carried  in  cars  and  other  land- vehicles 


Imports. 


13,690 

47,725 

1, 440. 307 

236,556 

105, 191 

1,940 

7,700 

867,551 

4,768,776 

530,939 


82 
17,307 


84,96) 

35,937 

4,337,087 


12, 505, 753 


10, 930, 760 
667,153 
907,840 


12, 505, 753 


1,229,939 
11.275,814 


12, 505, 753 


Total  com- 
merce. 


13,690 

47,725 

3, 180, 211 

524,663 

262, 724 

1,940 

19,334 

1,  P33,  965 

6, 325, 968 

587,  040 

12,429 

9,598 

24.267 

4,674 

165, 054 

117,368 

5, 492,  479 

192 


18, 713, 925 


16, 219,  782 

976,430 

1,  517,  713 


18,  713,  925 


10  per  cent. 
90  per  cent. 


34  per  cent. 
29  per  cent. 
17  per  cent. 
10  per  ceut. 
3  per  cent. 

3  per  cent. 

4  per  cent. 
87  per  cent. 

5  per  cent. 
8  per  ceut. 


Statement  showing  (he  value  of  the  transit  trade  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico  for 

the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 1876. 


Port. 


VALUE  OF  MERCHANDISE  FOBWABDBD  TO  MEXICO  IN  TRANSIT. 


At  Brazos  de  Santiago. 

At  New  York 

At  San  Francisco. ..... 


Total 


At  Brazoff  de  Santiago. 

At  New  York 

At  San  Francisco 


VALUE  OF  MSHCHANDI8E  RECEIVED  FRCM  MEXICO  IN  TRANSIT. 


Amount. 

1763, 698 
131, 484 
234,258 

1, 129.  440 

16, 031 
101,  992 
108.292 

Total ;      226,315 
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No.  3. — Statement  ahotcing  the  value  of  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  tviih  Mexico,  in 
merchandieej  exclusive  of  coin  and  bullion  j  during  the  ticeniyfiecal  years  from  1857  to  1876, 
inclusive. 

[Compiled  from  the  United  States  Official  Reports  on  Commerce  and  Kavigaitim.] 


Years  ended  June  30~ 


1857 

1858 

1850 

1^60 

1861 , 

1862 

1863 ; 

1864 

1865 

1866 

1867 

1868 

1869 

1?<70 

1871 ,. 

1872 

1873 

1874 

1875 

1876 

Total  for  twenty  years 

Average  per  annnm 

Average  per  annnm  for  last  ten  years. 

Average  per  annnm  fbr  last  five  years. 

Average  per  annnm  for  last  five  years 
per  capita  of  population  of  Mexico. . 


Domestic 

exports  of 

merckan- 

dite. 


13, 017, 640 
9,788,852 
2,252,162 
3,309,379 
1,559,002 
1,  840,  720 
7, 441,  579 
7,  765, 133 

15, 313. 988 
3,701,599 
4,823,614 
5, 048,  420 
3, 634, 699 
4,  544. 745 
5, 044, 033 
3,420.658 
3. 941, 019 
4, 016. 148 
3,872,004 
4, 700, 978 


92,230,432 


4,611.522 


4, 324. 632 


Foreign 
exports  of 
merchan- 
dise. 


1597,566 

529,973 

667,580 

S.  015, 334 

651,364 

368,287 

1, 579, 045 

1, 505,  464 

3, 344, 211 

871,  619 

572,182 

1, 392. 919 

1, 047, 408 

1,314,955 

2,568,080 

2.122,931 

2,323,882 

1, 930. 691 

1, 865, 278 

1,  499, 594 


28,  768,  363 


1,438,418 


1, 663, 792 


3, 990, 161       1. 948,  475 


10  42 


10  21 


Total 

exports  of 

merchaa- 

dise. 


13, 615, 206 
3,312,825 
2, 919, 742 
5, 324, 713 
2, 210, 426 
2,209,007 
9, 020, 624 
9, 270, 597 

18, 658, 199 
4, 573, 218 
5, 395,  796 
6, 441,  339 
4,882,107 
5, 859, 700 
7,612,113 
5,  543, 589 
6. 264, 901 
5, 946, 839 
5,  737, 282 
6, 200, 572 


120, 998, 795 


6, 049, 940 


5, 988,  424 


5, 938,  636 


$0  63 


linpdrts  of 

mercbftn- 

dise. 


•1. 026, 873 
1. 108,  501 
1, 244, 084 
1,903,431 
979,  TJ8 
730,988 
3,043,882 
6, 128,  445 
5. 130. 502 
2,279,729 
1, 071,  936 
1,590.667 
2,336,164 
2,  715, 665 
3,209,688 
4,002.920 
4, 276, 165 
4, 346, 364 
5, 174,  594 
5. 150, 572 


57, 450. 908 


2,  872. 545 


.3,  387, 473 


4, 590, 123 


10  49 


Total 
oommeroeia 
merchandise, 

exclusive 
of  coin  and 

bullion. 


K 

4. 
4, 
7. 
3. 
% 
12. 

15, 

6. 
«. 
8, 
7. 
8, 

10. 
9. 
10, 
10, 
10, 
11. 


642,079 
421,326 
A^826 
2^8,144 
190.164 
938,995 
064.506 
399.048 
788,701 
852,947 
467.738 
032,006 
218,271 
575.365 
821,801 
546,509 
541,066 
293,203 
S»ll,876 
351,144 


178,  449. 703 


8,922,485 


9,  375. 897 


10, 528, 750 


II  12 


No.  4. — Statement  sho^cing  the  imports  into  the  United  States  from  Mexico,  and  the  courts 
from  the  United  States  to  Mexico,  of  gold  and  silver  coin  and  bullion,  during  the  twenty 
fiscal  years  from  1857  to  1876,  inclusive, 

[Compiled  from  the  United  States  Official  Reports  on  Commerce  and  Navigation.] 


YeaTS  ended  June  30— 


1857 
1858 
1659 
1860 
1861 
1862 
1863 
1864 
1865 
1666 
1867 
1868 
1869 
1870 
1871 
1872 
1873 
1874 
1875 
1876 


Imports  of 

gold  ooin 

and  bullion. 


|13.\  892 

26,429 

37,404 

214,  710 

.•>8,735 

61.047 

75,302 

92,707 

173, 206 

491.  455 

574, 132 

42U,  446 

333,877 

235,777 

2,  817,  570 

76,186 

53,475 

421,  838 

320.911 

336,468 


Total  for  twenty  years i    6, 957, 567 


Imports 

of  silver  coin 

and  bullion. 


14,823,092 
4.  342, 535 
4,058,486 
4,817,731 
2,  650,  740 

1,  892,  817 
1.410,400 
1, 663, 239 
3,351,911 
2,072,577 

2,  274, 906 
4, 104,  809 
4,  561. 965 

10, 147,  589 
11,483.905 
4,428,018 
12, 100, 5H5 
8,  471,  703 
6, 139.  478 
7,018.713 


101,  815, 199 


Total  im- 
ports of  ooin 
and  bullion. 


14,  958,  984 
4. 368, 964 
4,095,890 
5,032,441 
2, 709, 475 
1,953,864 
1, 485, 702 
1,755,946 

3,  525, 117 
2,  564, 032 
2,  849, 038 
4, 525, 255 

4,  895,  842 
10,  383,  366 
14. 301,  475 

4,504,204 
12, 154, 060 
8,  893,  541 
6. 460,  389 
7,  .355, 181 


108,  772,  766 


Total 

exports  of 

ooin  and 

bullion. 


$3,000 

72,804 

29,360 

5,464 


51,588 

3,410.9.57 

796,201 

15,000 

56,452 

12,924 

2,000 

15,696 

38,500 

35,000 

165,262 

57,531 

33.501 

7,600 


4,  808, 840 


Total 
imports  and 
exports  of 
coin  and  bul- 
lion. 


|4, 958, 984 
4,  371, 964 
4,168,694 
5. 061,  801 
2,714,939 
1,953,864 
1,537.290 
5,166,903 
4,3^1,318 
2, 579, 032 
2, 905,  490 
4.538,179 
4,  897, 842 

10, 399. 062 

14. 339. 975 
4.539.204 

12, 319.  32*2 
8,  951, 072 

6.  493, 890 

7,  362, 781 


113.581,606 


APPENDIX   F. 


413 


Mciico 


No.  5. 

€f  ^tfU  mmd  $ilver  «mii  tmH  hmUiom  kUo  the  Vmited  SUite$  from 
ike  iwemtg  fi9oal  jfear$  from  1658  to  1S77,  imclusice. 


[Compiled  from  tbe  United  Sutos  Official  Beports  on  Commeroe  and  Navigation.] 


Yean  floded  June 


iflse 

]d59. 

1860 

1861 

ISO 

1863 

18S4 

1865 

1866 

1867 

1868 

1869 

1870 

1871 

1873 

1873 

1874 

1875 

1876 

1877 


Total  for  twenty  years 

Talae  of  merobaodiae  imported 
during  same  period 


Total  imports 


G<^ooin. 


•50,866 

31,743 

905.803 

45,787 

5il09 

36,286 

90,383 

171.400 

491.455 

567,376 

418,369 

333,977 

335,777 

3, 817.  505 

74,098 

27,357 

417,773 

305,911 

297,037 

317. 681 


6,961,993 


Gold 
bullion. 


•3.163 
5.663 
8,907 

18,948 
6.938 

39.016 
8.434 
1.806 

*  •  »  •       •  «  ■ 

6,756 

8,077 

900 


65 
8,088 
96,118 
4,065 
15,Ono 
39,431 
11.189 


188,553 


SilTerooin. 


Silver  bul- 
lion. 


•4, 319;  438 
3.994,063 
4,401,450 
8,190,903 
1,803,770 
1. 370, 583 
1.596,975 
3,099,361 
3,069.495 
8,316.661 
4,089.791 
4.546.073 
9.993,083 

11,385.539 
4,058,531 

11,645,641 
7,646,384 
5, 144. 369 
6.007.589 
8,574,853 


•30,107 

134»434 

416.881 

450.838 

89,047 

39,817 

61,864 

333,650 

3,083 

58,335 

15.018 

15,893 

154,567 

98,376 

369,497 

454,944 

835.419 

995.109 

1.  Oil.  124 

1,336,596 


100,009,379       6,e94,Sn 


TotaL 


•4.368,964 
4,095,890 
5,033,441 
3, 709, 475 
1,953,864 
1,485.703 
1.755.946 
3,585,117 
9.56i033 
3.849,038 
4,535,855 
4,  895, 843 

10,383,366 

14,301.475 
4,504,304 

13.154,060 
8,893.541 
6,460.389 
7, 355,  181 

10, 340, 319 


114,054.101 

61,638.399 

175, 682,  400 


No.  6. 

Statement  ekowing  in  detail  tfte  trade  of  the  United  States  with  Mexico  during  the  fiscal  year 

ended  June  30,  ltJ77. 

[From  an  official  statement  of  the  Boiean  of  Stetlatica,  dated  November  16. 1877.] 


DOMESTIC  EXPORTS  FROM  THE  TTNITED  STATES  TO  MEXICO. 


Commodities. 


Acids pounds.. 

Agricultural  implements 

AJsimals,  living : 

Homed  cattle number.. 

Horses do.... 

Mules do.... 

Sheep do — 

All  other,  and  fowls 

Bear,  ale.  porter,  and  cider : 

In  bottles doaen.. 

In  casks gallons.. 

Billiard  tables  and  apparatus 

Blacking 

Books,  pamphlets,  maps,  &c 

Brass,  and  manufactures  of 

Bread  and  breadstoffs: 

Bread  and  biscuit .pounds.. 

Indian  com bushels.. 

."Wheat -flour barrels.. 

All  other  breadstuffii 

Bricks M.. 

Brooms  and  brushes 

Candles,  tallow,  and  other pounds.. 

Carriages,  carte,  and  parte  of 

Cars,  railroad,  passenger,  and  freight number.. 

Clocks,  and  parte  of 

Coffee,  cocoa,  and  spices 

Coal 


Copper,  and  manufactures  of 

Cordage,  rope,  and  twine  of  all  kinds,  not  elsewhere  gpecified pounds.. 


QuantitieiT 


8,809 

603 

134 

161,549 


9,718 
7,816 


166, 913 
64,776 
11,188 


37 

'356,639' 

" a 


'54,' 737 


Values. 


•4,678 
31.381 

37,953 

13,764 

3.989 

144,906 

11,084 

16,707 
4,134 
1,383 

4,548 
8,433 
3,768 

14.  447 

55.658 

88,897 

9,335 

333 

3,039 

34.984 

19,664 

1.700 

7,146 

8,305 

7,746 

7,877 

7,531 
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Statement  ehoicing  in  detail  the  trade  of  the  United  States  with  Mexico ,  ^c. — ContiDoed. 


Commoditiefl. 


Cottnn : 

Unmauafactured ponods. 

Colored yards. 

IJnoolored do... 

All  other  maniifaotnres  of 

Drags,  ohemioala,  and  dyeatuflb 

Earthen  and  stoneware 

Fancy  arUcles,  not  elsewhere  specified,  and  oomhs 

Froits.  green,  ripe,  dried,  and  preserved 

Gas-fixtures 

Glass  and  glassware 

Hair,  mannfactares  of 

Hats,  caps  and  bonnets 

Hay tons. 

Hemp: 

Cables- and  cordage cwt. 

All  manafactnres  of 

Hides  and  skins,  other  than  for 

Ice 


.tons. 


lodia-mbber  mannfactares 

Iron  and  steel,  mannfactares  of: 

Railroad  bars  or  rails owt. 

Castings,  not  elsewhere  specified 

Car-wheels namber. 

Stoves,  and  parts  of 

Steam-engines,  stationary namber . 

Machinery,  not  elsewhere  specified 

Nails  and  q>ikes poands. 

All  other  mannfactares  of 

Steel,  and  mannfactares  of : 

Catlery 

Edge-tools 

Files  and  saws 

Maskets,  pistols,  rifles,  &c 

All  other  mannfactares  of 

Jewelry,  snd  other  manafactores  of  gold  and  silver 

Jank(old)  andoaknm cwt. 

Lami 


ips. 
tnei 


Leather,  and  manafactnres  of 

Lime  and  cement barrels.. 

Marble  and  stone,  roagh,  and  mannfiaotares  of 

Matches 

Mathematical,  philosophical,  and  optical  instraments 

Musical  instrnments 

Naval  stores  ^rosin,  turi>entine,  tar,  and  pitch) 

Oil^: 

Mineral,  refined  or  manufaotored 

Animal 

Vegetable 

Ordnance  stores : 

Gunpowder poands.. 

Cartridgesand  fnses , 

Paints  and  painters' colors 

Paintings  and  engravings 

Paper  and  stationery 

Perfumery 

Plated  ware.of  silver  or  other  metals 

Printing  presses  and  type 

Provisions : 

Bacon  and  hams pounds.. 

Beef do 

Batter do 

Cheese do 

Condensed  mUk 

Fish,  smoked,  pickled,  and  other  cured , 

Lard pounds.. 

Meats,  preserved 

Ovsters , 

Pickles  and  sauces 

Pork pounds.. 

Potatoes bushels.. 

Other  vegetables 

Qaicksilver pounds.. 

K<ce do 

Salt bushels.. 

Scales  and  balances , 

Seeds,  clover,  timothy,  garden,  and  all  other , 

Sewing-machioes 

Soap,  perfumed  and  toilet 

Other pounds.. 

Specie,  coin  and  bullion 


Quantities. 


3,960.819 
e,SA5,489 
5, 876, 817 


506 
54 


Value. 


1,989 

""ii 


16 
'46i,*866 


82 


555 


174,  S57 


64,960 

1,570 

61,738 

S9,Sd3 


550,718 


SCO 
11,668 


776,753 

93,870 

1,301 


411, 473 


|46S,903 

513,468 

486,159 

64,450 

75,115 

10,635 

«7,537 

80,731 

1,834 

84,763 

643 

11,744 

11, 043 

eoo 

12,095 

415 

SO 

11,206 

8.833 

14,409 

186 

5,091 

10. 613 

901,215 

19,764 

187,768 

6,455 

63,257 

8,937 

118.849 

8,817 

1,660 

691 

9,304 

67,616 

1,889 

6,817 

3,947 

969 

11,893 

4,389 

283,158 
8,867 
8,733 

96,673 
57,578 
11,935 

1,346 
37.946 

8,603 

857 

13,188 

9,091 

97 

17,811 

4,855 

370 

6,596 

63,491 

4.915 

3,494 

1.006 

•  83 

9,840 

6,456 

353,606 

5,899 

1,405 

6,883 

807 

115  970 

145 

35  l!«29 

5,239 
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Statement  tthowing  in  detail  the  trade  of  the  Vnited  States  with  MexioOf  ffc. — Continaed. 


Commodities. 


SpiriU,  distilled , 

Spirits  of  turpentine gallons. 

Starch pounds. 

Steam  and  otlier  fire  engines  and  apparatus 

Sugar  and  molasses : 

Sugar,  brown pounds. 

Sugar,  refined do... 

Molasses gallons. 

Candy  and  oonfectionery. 


Tallow r pounds. 

Tin,  and  manufactures  of 

Tobacco,  leaf pounds. 

Tobacco,  manufactures  of 

Trunks  and  valises 

Tarnish gallons. 

Vin^car do... 


Watches,  and  parts  of 

Wax pounds. 

Wearing  apparel 


Wine gallons. 

Wood,  and  manufactures  of: 

Boards,  clapboards,  deals,  planks,  &o Mfeet. 

Shingles M. 

Shocks 

All  other  lumber 

Hop,  hoop,  telegraph,  and  other  poles 

Logs,  masts,  spars,  and  other  whole  timber 

Household  fomiture 

Wooden  ware :.. 

All  other  manufactures  of,  not  elsewhere  spedfled 

Wool,  manufactures  of: 

Carpets yards. 

Other  manufisotures  of 

Zino,  and  manufactures  of 

All  other  unmanufactured  articles 

All  other  manufactured  articles 


Total  domestic  exports 


Merchandise 

Specie,  bullion  and  coin. 


Total  shipped  in  oars 

Total  shipped  in  American  vessels. 
Total  shipped  in  foreign  vessels  ... 


Quantities. 


2,370 
141. 995 


3,361 
906,404 

38» 


S4,196 
'60i,'8S8 


9,992 
4,540 


181 

'8,*5i8 

3.214 
1,924 


55 


Values. 


•1, 449 

1,197 

8,632 

736 

237 

55,690 

152 

2,406 

2,065 

5,877 

143,0^7 

4,260 

7,804 

2,705 

1,410 

410 

37 

25,400 

6,141 

57, 741 

4.024 

15,339 

8,903 

9 

500 

44,408 

6,411 

90,404 

60 

14,469 

1,151 

3,682 

14,385 


4, 509, 041 


4,503,809 
5,239 


692,881 

3, 788, 188 

97,972 
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StaUment  showing  in  detail  the  trade  of  the  Unittd  Staiee  with  MegcidO,  ^c. — Continned. 
PORBiON  EXPORTS  FROM  THE  UNITED  STATES  TO  MEXICO. 


Commodities. 


QiuuititioB. 


FREE  OF  DUTY. 


Cbe-nicals,  drags,  dyes,  &o 

Cocoa,  crude.  Sec poaods.. 

Coffee , do.... 

Tea do 

Wood,  unmanafactared 

All  other  artioles 


Total  free  of  dotj 


SUBJECT  TO  DUTT. 


Beer,  ale,  Sec gallons.. 

Books,  pamphlets.  Sec , 

Brass,  and  mannfiictures  of 

Breadstuflb 

Rice pounds.. 

Chemicals,  drugs,  Stc 
Clothing 


Copper,  mannlSnetares  of 

Coraage,  rope,  and  twine pounds. 

Cotton  manufactures 

Earthen,  stone,  and  china  ware 

Fancy  goods 

Fish 


Flax  manufactures #.... 

Fruits 

Glass,  and  manufactures  of ^ 

Hemp: 

Raw 

Manufactures  of 

Iron  and  steel,  and  manufactures  of. 
Jewelry. 


.tons. 


Jute  and  other  grasses,  and  manufactures  of 

Leather  of  all  kinds , lbs. 

Manufisotorea  of 

Marhle  and  stone,  and  manufactures  of 

Metals,  metal-compositions,  and  manuractures  of 

Oils : 


Opinm lbs. 

Paintings,  engravings,  &c 

Paints 


Paper,  and  manufactures  of 

Provisions 

Salt 


.lbs. 


Seeds  

Silk,  manufactures  of 

Soda,  and  salts  of lbs. 

SpicMof  all  kinds lbs. 

Straw  and  palm-leaf,  and  manufactures  of 

Sugar  and  molasses : 

Sugar,  brown lbs. 

Sugar,  refioed lbs. 

Candy,  &c. lbs. 

Tobacco,  and  manufactures  of 

Wioes  and  spirits: 

Spirits,  in  casks p£  galls. 

Spirita  in  bottles dos. 

Wine,  in  casks galls. 

Wine,  in  bottles dos. 

Wood,  manufactures  of 

Wool,  manufactures  of 

All  other  articles 


Total  subject  to  dnty 

Total  foreign  exports 

Specie 

Merchandise 


390,038 

1. 912, 910 

17,100 


8.197 


539,965 


1,621 


1,900 


75 


9,920 


176,991 
159,330 


31,583 

30 

996 


10,971 
3,095 

39,491 
5,000 


Yalnes. 


tl,954 

59,999 

951.053 

6,675 

3S9 

9,833 


314,466 


7,3 

1,839 

1.485 

4.993 

13.789 

13,401 

17, 910 

1,074 

.     932 

567,849 

8.306 

5,200 

9.569 

64,  407 

17,554 

4.916 

6 

914 

99.532 

5.949 

5,753 

l,!t39 

3,978 

671 

2,950 

3,057 

395 

179 

776 

6.638 

5,381 

59 

17 

16,284 

6,^6 

28,259 

694 

1,803 

5 

253 

15,497 

15.061 
11.434 
19,990 
15,876 
4,680 
124, 151 
93.390 


1.075,996 


1,389,699 


Brought  in  cars  and  other  land- vehicles. 

Brought  in  American  vessels 

Brought  in  foreign  vessels 


1.389,699 


994.691 

1, 066, 076 

98,995 
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Statement  showing  in  detail  the  trade  of  the  United  States  with  Mexico^i^x, — Con  tinned. 
IMPORTS  INTO  THE  UNITED  STATES  FROM  MEXICO. 


Commodities. 


FREE  OF  DUTY. 


lbs. 


Articles  of  the  United  States  broaKht  back 

Barks,  medicinai,  ice 

Books,  not  elsewhere  specified 

Chemicals,  drugs,  dyes,  &o.... 

Cocoa,  erode,  &4: lbs. 

(^ochiueal lbs. 

Coffee lbs. 

Cotton,  raw lbs. 

Dye-woods,  in  sticks cwt. 

Fish 


Gkild  and  silver: 

Goldbnlllon 

Silver  ballion 

Gold  coin 

Silver  coin 

Ooano tons.. 

Gems • lbs.. 

Uypsnro,  Qngronnd tons.. 

Hair,  nnmanafactnred : 

Horse-hair,  nsed  for  weaving lbs.. 

Hair.ofallkiods lbs.. 

Hides,  skins,  and  fars,  and*'essed 

HoDsehold  and  personal  effects,  &o 

India  mbber lbs.. 

Indigo lbs.. 

Paper  material : 

Bags  of  cotton  or  linen lbs.. 


Quantities. 


Wood,  unmanufactured 
All  other  articles 


Total  free  of  duty 


SUBJECT  TO  DUTY. 


Animal",  living ■ 

Beer,  ale,  8i.c  galls.. 

Book  s,  pamphlets,  icQ 

Brass,  and  manufactures  of 

BreadBtuffd 

Chemicals,  drugs,  dec 

Clothing 

Copper : 

Ore cwt.. 

Pigs,  bsrs,  Sec lbs. 

Manufactures  of 

Cordage,  rope,  and  twine lbs . . 

Cotton  manufactures , *. 

Earthen,  stone,  and  ohina  ware 

Fancy  goods , 

Fish 


Flax  mannfactares 

Fruits 

Glass,  and  manufactures  of 

Hemp: 

Raw  tons.. 

Mannfactares  of 

Iron  and  steel,  and  manufactures  of 

Jewelry 

Jute  and  other  grasses: 

Raw tons.. 

Manufactures  of 

Lead:     . 

Pigs,  bars,  and  old lbs.. 

Manufactures  of 

Leather  of  all  kinds lbs.. 

Manufactures  of 

Marble  and  stone,  and  manufactures  of.   

Metals,  metal-compositions,  and  manufactures  of 

PaintingH,  engravings,  d:c 

Paper,  and  manufactures  of 

Potatoes lbs.. 

Precioim  stones 

Provisions .' 

Salt lbs.. 

S**ed8 

Silk,  manufactures  of 


20 


24 
67, 793 


7,i53 


275 


7,278 


1, 336, 641 
2,*  785* 


1,3^0 


Values. 


5,901 


100,921 

111,763 

6,  789, 693 

110,000 

69,733 


70 

161,  544 

300 

3,927 
170, 143 


$39,237 

589 

95 

960.854 

12,538 

52.466 

1.965,970 

2,276 

72.403 

294 

11.189 

1, 3:i6,  fm 

317, 681 

8, 574,  b53 

431 

16,707 

308 

576 

28,741 

1, 529,  70S 

5,496 

13,895 

260 

535 

610 

133,690 

318, 647 


3, 513,  6e0 


13, 996. 510 


129,897 

18 

356 

4G5 

65,202 

1,077 

234 

346 

7,917 

115 

625 

112 

1,026 

244 

1,101 

946 

43, 171 

32 

24,021 

1,363 

3,370 

53 

656, 746 
15, 910 

68,218 

519 

1,284 

1,335 

4, 3.'>4 

l,fc08 

349 

5 

1.627 

6,355 

2, 679 

7,196 

102 

73 
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Statement  ahoicing  in  detail  the  trade  of  the  United  States  with  MexioOf  jc. — Continued. 


Commodities. 


Soda,  and  mltsof lbs.. 

Spioee  of  all  kinds lbs . . 

Straw  and  palm-leaf,  and  manafactures  of 

Sagar  and  molasses : 

Sagar.  brown lbs.. 

Safcar,  refined lbs... 

MolaMses galls.. 

Helado lbs.. 

Candy,  d&o lbs.. 

Tobacco: 

Leaf lbs.. 

Mannfactaresof 

Wine  and  spirits: 

Spirits, m  cssks pf. galls.. 

Spirits,  iu  bottles doz.. 

Wine,  in  cnsks galls.. 

Wine,  in  bottles dos.. 

Wood,  manufaotures  of 

Wool: 

Raw lbs.. 

Maunfactures  of 

All  other  articles 


Total  subject  to  daty 


Total  imports. 


8p«>cie 

Merchandise. 


Brought  in  cars  and  other  land*Tehicles. 

Brooghtin  American  vessels 

Brought  in  foreign  vessels 


Quantities. 


613 
99,993 


5,369,705 

156 

20,3^ 

35,674 

10 

3,638 


4,369 

136 

379 

5 


1,  405, 983 


Values. 


136 
5,481 
1,357 

• 

220,737 

36 

5.631 

1.155 

4 

649 
1,637 

4.870 

535 

366 

33 

1,177 

119. 708 

407 

34.184 


1,448.073 


IS,  444. 583 


10, 340. 319 
5.904,264 


1, 071, 881 

13,850.376 

589,446 


APPENDIX   P. 


419 


Statement  showing  in  detail  the  trade  of  the  United  States  with  Mexico,  ^'C. — Cuntiuned. 

BECAPITULATION. 


Commodities. 


Domestie  exports 
Foreign  exports  . 


Total  exx>ort8 
Imports 


Total  oommeroe 


Carried  in  American  vessels 

Carried  in  foreign  vessris 

Carried  in  cars  and  other  land-vehicles . 


Total  oommeroe 


Imports  free  of  dnty ... . 
Imports  subject  to  duty 


Total  imports. 


Imports  of  specie,  coin,  and  bnllion. 
Imports  of  merchandise 


Total  imports. 


Qoantities. 


Valnes. 


H  509.  on 

1,389,602 


5,896,733 
15,444.583 


21,343,316 


18,704,540 

649. 413 

1,969,363 


21,343,316 


13, 996. 510 
1,448^073 


15. 444, 583 


10,240,319 
5.204,964 


15^444,583 
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No  8. 

Comparative  statement  showing  the  foreign  commerce  of  Mexico,  by  countries,  during  the  fiscal 

year  ended  June  30,  1873. 

[Compiled  from  the  annnRl  report  of  the  ooDsnl-general  of  the  United  States  at  the  citv  of  Mexico, 
tranamitted  to  the  JDepartment  of  State.    Commercial  Kelatioos,  1675,  page  11^  ] 


Cooiitriee. 


Import*  from- 1    Exports  to-      Total  commerce 


Great  Britain.... 
United  SUtes*... 

France 

Germany 

New  Granada  . . . 
Spain  and  Caba.. 
Central  America 
Italy 


Ecuador 

Belgiom 

China 

Not  specified 


110, 180, 589 

7.  490, 419 

4,817,111 

3. 890, 496 

1,  S33,  430 

1,394,212 

105,  479 

9,035 

10,430 

380 

825 


Total 


Hi,  479, 548 

11. 366, 531 

4,604,417 

80S.  644 

1,579,015 

752,892 

81,000 

17,389 

2,931 

4,784 


1,  477,  458 


29.062,406 


33, 168, 609 


$92,660,137 

18, 786, 950 

9, 421, 588 

4, 693. 140 

8. 812, 445 

2, 147. 104 

186,479 

96.424 

13,361 

5,164 

825 

1,477,458 


62, 231, 015 


*  Aocordinc  to  the  United  States  Annual  Report  on  Commerce  and  Navijration,  the  commerce  between 
the  United  States  and  Mexico  daring  the  above  year  amounted  to  1*22,860,388.  For  the  fiscal  year  ended 
June  30,  1877.  it  was  121,343,316. 
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No.  9. 

Statement  showing  the  exporttj  by  ariicletyfrom  Mexico  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  liO, 

1873. 

[Commercial  Relations,  1675,  paje  1127.] 


Articlea. 


Value. 


PRODUCTS  OF  THE  MINE. 

Silrer,  cohieil 

Silver,  in  bars 

Gold,  ooined 

Gold,  Id  bars 

Mioeralore.  grcnnd  and  ungroand,  416  tona 

UnreflDed  silver 

Lead,  727  tons 

Copper,  crade,  720  tons -. 

Silver,  manafaotured 

Coal.  31|  tons 

Copper,  m  bars,  316  piecea 

Tin,  8  tons 

Brass \ . 

Total  exportation  of  coin,  bullion,  metals,  and  minerala 

AORICULTURAL  A5D  OTHER  PRODUCTS. 

Hides  in  gen eral 

Hemp  (Heneqain  and  Ixtle),  raw  and  manofactured 

Timber  and  dye-woods 

Coffee 

Vanilla 

Cochineal 

Cattle 

Tobacco,  leaf  and  manofaotared .'. 

Orchllla 

Fine  pearls 

India  robber 

Sarsaparilla 

Wool,  uncleaned 

Indigo 

Jalap 

Coooanat  oil 

Beans  (frljol) 

Cotton,  raw 

Hother-of  pearl  shell 

Starch 

Jewelry 

Wheat*. 

Salt  and  dried  meat 

Fruit,  fresh 

Flour 

Paint 

Barley 

Sugar  

Miscellaneous  articles 

Total  exports 


122. 602,  493 

1,512.617 

649,371 

266.  .^78 

222,854 

39,252 

30,831 

16.064 

8,716 

1,260 

1.073 

5-20 

144 

25, 373.  673 

1, 546. 869 

1,149,203 

1. 042, 586 

532,913 

414, 038 

276, 699 

209,960 

132.985 

128,450 

109.300 

93,053 

90,862 

88,636 

80,230 

77,  517 

46.000 

37,805 

31,330 

26,117 

25,850 

21.255 

16,634 

13,545 

13, 241 

12,731 

12. 079 

11,421 

10,860 

1, 542, 767 

33,168,609 
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No.  10. 

EXPORTS  FKOM  MEXICO,   1674. 

Statement  jyuhliahed  fe.v  the  Mexican  Treasury  Department  showing  the  exports  from  Mex- 
ico to  all  countries  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  ld74. 

[From  the  Dlario  Oficial  of  Mexico  of  October  31  and  Kovember  1  and  3, 1677.] 


CouD  tries. 


Merchandise. 


United  States 

England 

France 

Spain 

Germany , 

Italy 

Belgium 

New  Granada.  Panama 

Hundaras , 

Guatemala 

Costa  Rica 


13,393,669 
713, 4«> 
575,793 
636,183 
137,693 


ToUl 


83,399 
6,41U 
3,085 
1,563 


Metals. 


$8, 147, 380 

8.493,496 

3,  395, 954 

106,180 

5,000 


998,118 


39,653 


Woods. 


118^,200 

581,731 

194,945 

63,375 

97,570 

9.731 

4,701 

100 

500 


5, 438, 179  I  31, 074, 660  ,       1. 135,  843 


TOTAL  KXP0BT8  OF  MERCHANDISE,  METAUB,  AND  WOODS. 

To  TTnited  State's 111.633. 149 

England 9.787,712 

France 4,066,692 


Spain  — 
Germany. 
Italy 


795,73d 

340.363 

9,721 

Belgium 4,701 

Central  America ^ 1,130,727 


Total  exports  from  Mexico «. 37,648,703 


No.  11. 


Statement  showing  the  value  of  the  imports  into  Mexico  from  the  United  States  during  th9 

fiscal  year  ended  June  30^  1872. 


[From  the  auQual  report  of  the  United  States  consul-general  at  tLo  city  of  Mexico.     Commercial 

Relations,  1874,  page  831.] 


Port. 


Vera  Cruz 

Tampico 

Tnxpan 

Matamoros 

Progreso 

Tabasco 

Campeacby 

Isla  del  Carmen 
Coatzaooalco  . . . 

Aoapuico 

Giiayraas 

San  Bias 

Total.... 


Value  per  bill 
of  lading. 


Duties  i»ald. 


1671,099 

1358,631 

103,394 

31,339 

16.305 

4,454 

330,000 

145, 000 

304,680 

167,039 

44. 140 

11.433 

.1.33.  630 

73,  715 

86.661 

0,630 

5,387 

3.639 

47,  575 

16,653 

334,800 

58,848 

31,338 

10.644 

1,  938,  609 


787, 014 


According  to  the  above  statement  the  average  amount  of  daty  paid  in  Mexico  upon 
imjiortations  from  the  United  States  is  41  per  cent. 

The  returns  from  the  ports  of  Mazatlan  and  Manzanillo  and  the  frontier  cnstom- 
Louses  are  not  given  in  the  above  statement.  * 
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No.  12. 

Statement  ihomug  the  claasificatiori  and  value  of  the  foreign  imports  into  the  Republic  of  Mex-, 
ico  during  the  fitical  year  ended  June  30,  1873,  the  amount  of  duty  paid  thereon^  and  the 
percentage  of  duty  so  resulting  upon  the  value  of  each  class  of  articles. 

[Compiled  from  the  annaal  report  of  the  consul-general  of  the  United  States  at  the  city  of  Mexico 
transmitted  to  the  Department  of  Slate.    Commercial  Kelationn,  1873,  page  1126. J 


Articles. 


Value. 


Cotton-stuffs 

Wines,  liquors,  and  j^roceries 

Articles  tree  of  duty   

Hardware,  ironmongery,  Sec 

Miscellaneous  

Linen  and  hemp 

Woolen  goods 

Mixed  manufactures 

Silk  goods 

Porcelain,  earthenware,  and  glass 
Drugs  and  medicines 


Total. 


110,531,970 

5, 191, 769 

3,354,360 

9.184.014 

8, 0:i5,  610 

1.  452,  978 

1,  427,  867 

1.  417,  428 

588,911 

577,  511 

300,069 


29.  062,  407 


Amount  of 
duty  paid. 


Per  cent. 

of  duty 

on  value. 


14, 734, 341 
2, 012, 509 


76.3,909 
1,055,828 
564.126 
644,  497 
605. 146 
267,  405 
206,547 
135,011 


10,  989, 319 


45 
39 


35 

52 
39 
45 
43 
45 
.^ 
45 


43 


The  articles  free  of  duty  comprme  Hi  per  cenl.  of  the  total  imports. 

Id  the  UDit4jd  States  the  averaj^e  rate  of  duty,  reduced  to  ad  valorem,  during  the 
fiscal  year  euded  Jupe  30,  ld76,  was  44.74  per  ceut.,  aud  the  perueucage  of  the  total 
iuiports  entered  free  of  duty  was  33  per  ceut. 


No.  13. 


Articles  free  of  import  duty  in  Mexivo. 

{Extract  from  the  annual  report  of  the  United  States  consu?-gen<^ral  at  the  city  of  Mexico.    State  De- 
partment Report  on  Commercial  Relations  for  1874,  p.  835.  J 

Goods  importable  into  Mexico  free  of  duty  according  to  the  present  tariff: 

Animals  of  all  kinds,  conserved  or  alive,  except  geldings ;  anvils,  blacksmith  and 
silversmith ;  arms  for  the  national  State  guard,  when  asked  by  State  governments,  with 
approval  of  State  legislatures;  alabaster  in  the  rough;  anchors  and  masts  for  large 
and  small  vessels;  agricultural  implements. 

Barrel  heads  and  staves ;  books,  printed,  bound  and  unbound,  with  the  exception  of 
those  mentioned  in  article  18  of  tariff;  bricks  and  fire-brick  clay. 

Corn ;  corn-meal ;  coin  oabinets,  ancient  and  modern ;  cards,  wire  and  vegetable, 
mounted,  ready  to  apply  to  machinery ;  crucibles  of  all  sizes  and  materials ;  cars  and 
coaches  for  railways ;  coal  of  all  kinds ;  collections,  mineralogical,  geological,  and  per- 
taining to  natural  history. 

Designs  and  models  of  machinery. 

Fire-engines  and  pumps  for  irrigation  and  other  purposes;  fruits  and  fresh  vegeta- 
bles, with  the  exception  of  those  specitied  in  the  tariff. 

Gunpowder  for  mines ;  guano. 

Hay  or  straw  in  bales ;  hand-barrows  of  one  or  two  wheels,  and  foretop-masts ;  houses 
of  wood  or  iron,  complete. 

Ink,  printing ;  ice. 

Lime,  hydraulic. 

Machinery  for  all  kinds  of  industry,  agriculture,  mining,  science  and  the  arts,  com- 
plete or  in  pieces ;  maps,  geographical,  topographical,  and  terrestrial  and  celestial 
spheres ;  marble,  rough  and  in  slabs  of  all  sizes  for  floors ;  metals,  precious,  in  bulk  or 
in  powder ;  molds  and  patterns  for  the  arts ;  money,  legal,  of  all  nations,  in  silver  or 
gold. 

Oars  for  small  boats ;  oats  in  grain  and  on  the  stem ;  objects  of  natural  history  for 
museums,  &c  ;  oil  and  oil-cake. 

Printing  material,  type,  &^c. ;  plants  and  seeds  for  the  improvement  of  agriculture ; 
plows  and  plowshares  for  agriculture. 

Quicksilver. 
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Rags  for  paper;  rails,  iron  and  steel,  for  railroads. 

Salt,  com moD,  T?hich  is  iDtrodaced  via  Paso  del  Norte  ;  saltpeter;  scientifio  instru- 
ments;  steel,  in  bars,  for  mines;  slating  for  roofs  and  floors;  salpbate  of  copper: 
steam  engines  and  locomotives,  iron  sleepers,  and  other  railroad  material ;  stones  for 
lithographing. 

Vessels  of  all  kinds  and  forms ;  vaccine  matter. 

Water-pipes  of  all  kinds,  materials,  and  sizes;  wicks  and  fescae-grass  for  mines; 
wire,  telegraph,  when  proven  at  castom-house  to  be  for  that  purpose ;  wire,  iron  and 
steel,  for  carding ;  wood  for  constructions,  shingles  and  box-material,  and  box- wood. 

Notwithstanding  the  above-named  articles  are  admissible  into  Mexico  free  of  duty,, 
the  formalities  of  bills  of  lading  and  entry  upon  the  manifest,  with  the  correspondiug 
consignation  and  declaration  of  their  value,  muttC  be  made  the  same  as  if  the  articles 
were  dutiable. 


No.  14. 


Import  duties,  under  the  Mexican  tariff,  on  a  few  imported  articles  of  consumption. 

(Commercial  Relations,  1674,  page  836.) 


Articles. 


Bams 

Brown  soap 

Brandy  and  whisky 

Cod-fish 

Rice 

Coffee 

Cinnamon 

Pickles 

Dried  ft'ait 

Fruit  in  brandy 

Crackers 

Wheat  floor 

Hops 

Uogs'  lard 

Batter 

Irish  potatoes 

Molasses  or  honey . 

Printing-paper 

Cheese 

Tea 

Tallow 

Red  wine,  in  casks. 


10 
33  to 


24 
15 
38 
10 
07 
10 
40 
4ff 
05 
72 
12 
10 
18 
IH 
24 
02 
07 
10 
14 
67 
06 
10 


Articles. 


White  wine,  in  bottles 

Brass  and  copper  wire 

Iron  and  steel 

Scales 

Stoves 

Iron  nails 

Glue 

Pig-iron 

Sheet-iron 

Moaicallnstramenta 

Pianos 

Petroleam , 

Horseshoe-nails 

Smoking-tobacoo 

Cigars 

Rubber  goods 

Common  biicks per  thoasand 

Fonr- wheeled  carriages each 

Coach,  berlin  or  pbflBton each 

Carriage-harness '. each 

Billiaid-tables ad  valorem 


St 


10  23 
89 
10 
29 
29 
19 
29 
03 
10 
43 
43 
09 
10 
25 
90 
43 

I         220 

132  00 

396  00 

220 

SSperci. 


1 

4 


^45.38  kilograms  equal  100  pounds  avoirdapois  of  tho  United  States. 
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No.  15. 
Tariff  of  freights  on  the  New  Yorky  Havana,  and  Mexican  mail-Bteamtrs. 

(Commercial  Belations,  1^4.  pa^^e  K)8.) 


Routes. 


Merchan- 

dise. 

»          -c 

3  . 

a 

3-tf 
U  O 

o 

t 

usi        u 

a>           « 

^       1   Ph 

Kemarlcs. 


From  New  York 
From  New  York 
From  New  York 
From  New  York 
From  New  York 


to  Progreso  . . . 
toCamp«'at:hy. 
to  Vera  Cruz., 
to  TnxpaQ  — 
to  Tampioo  . . . 


From  New  Orleans  to  Tampioo . . . 

From  New  Orleans  to  Tuxpan 

From  New  Orleans  to  Vera  Cruz  . 
From  New  Orleans  to  Caropeachy 
From  New  Orleans  to  Progreso... 


From  Havana  to  Pro^n^so . . . 
From  Havana  to  Campeachy 
From  Havana  to  Vera  Craz  . 
From  Havana  to  Tnxpao  . . . 
From  Havana  to  Tampico . .. 


From  Tampico  to  Havana  ... 

From  Tnxpan  to  Havana 

From  Vera  Crnz  to  Havana  . 
From  Campeachj  to  Havana 
From  Progreao  to  Havana . . . 


From  Progreso  to  New  Orleans ... 
From  Campeachy  to  New  Orleans 
From  Vera  Cruz  to  New  Orleans  . 
From  Tax  pan  to  New  Orleans  .... 
From  Tampioo  to  New  Orleans 


Cti. 

30 

35 

35 

40 

40 

25 
95 
25 
30 
30 

30 
30 
30 
30 
30 

30 
30 
30 
30 
30 

30 


i 

1 

1 
1 
1 


f 

I 

I 

i 

! 
i 

\ 
% 

I 

I 

\ 
i 
i 
i 


From  Tampioo  to  New  York  . . , 

Fram  Tnxpan  to  New  York 

From  Vera  Cruz  to  New  York  . 
From  Campeachy  to  New  York . 
From  Progreso  to  New  York  . . . 


35 
35 
25 

35 
35 
35 
35 
35 


Henequen.  }  oent  per  pound:  dry  hide^,  35  oent» 
each ;  8a]  t  beef-bides,  30  centd  each ;  goat  and  deer 
hides,  1  cent  per  pound ;  ixtle,  g  cent  per  pound. 


} 
I 

i 

I )  Henequin.  }  cent  per  pound ;  dry  drugs,  3^  cents  per 
...        pound:  cochineal,  ordinary  packages,  13.50;   sar- 
'        saparil]a,  ordinary  packages,  |5 :  pnrga,  ordinary 
>    packages,  13.50 ;  goat  and  deer  hines,  1^  cents  per 
pound;  dry  beef*hides,  35  cents  each;  green  beef- 
nides.  salted,  30  cents  each ;  ores,  per  ton,  |!) ;  bul- 
j     lion,  I  per  cent. 


Note.— On  every  bill  of  freight,  except  on  bullion,  a  primage  of  |5  is  collected. 


No.  16. 

Tariff  of  the  railroad  from  Vera  Cruz  to  the  city  of  Mexico. 

(Commercial  Relations,  1874,  page  837.) 

PASSENGERS. 

First  class  (gold) $16  00 

Second  class    **     12  50 

Thirdclaas      "     7  25 

FREIGHTS. 

On  goods  going  to  the  interior  from  the  coast,  per  ton  of  2.172  pounds,  Spanish 
(nearly  equivalent  to  an  English  ton),  according  to  the  class  of  freight,  depending  on 
the  valne,  bulk  of  goods,  or  other  considerations : 

First  class $76  05 

Second  class • 65  18 

Third  class 54  32 

All  goods  carried  over  200  miles  are  placed  in  the  third  class,  and  pay  at  the 

rate  of 54  32 

On  goods  going  to  the  coast  for  exportation,  per  ton  of  2,172  pounds,  Spanish..     10  86 

If  not  for  exportation — 

First  class 30  42 

Second  class 26  07 

Third  class 21  73 

Note. — ^The  distance  from  Vera  Crnz  to  the  city  of  Mexico,  by  railroad,  is  263  miles. 
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No.  17. 

Statement  ahoinng  the  coinage  in  the  Mexican  Republic  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 

1876. 

[Transmitted  to  the  State  Department  by  the  United  States  consalgeneral  at  the  city  of  Mexico. 

Commercial  Relations,  1876.  page  750.] 


MinU. 


Herraosillo.  State  of  Sonera. 

Alamos,  State  of  Sonora 

Chihaahua* 

Culiacan,  State  of  Sinalna  .. 

BoraniEo 

Zacatecaa 

San  LuisPotoei 

Guadalajara 

Gnan^joato 

Mexico 

Oaxaoa* 


Total. 


Silver. 


1410,  476 

771, 480 

806,680 

655,  91.3 

673,570 

5,  0-27, 614 

1,  936,  500 

1,143.380 

4, 301, 976 

3,  435,  000 

67,230 


19,  231,  819 


Gold.    '  Copper. 


140. 270 

6,490 

15.580 

49,  745 

19,480 

18.510 

50.731 

5.500 

333,900 

384,000 

1,380 

8, 195 
13,650 

791. 506  I      39,  855 


Total. 


1450. 746 

777,900 

834.260 

714. 168 

693.050 

5.(^846 

1,936.500 

1, 143. 380 

4,638,«71 

3, 733. 650 

66.610 


SO.  053, 181 


*  No  report  received  from  the  mint  at  Chihaahua  for  May  and  Jane,  1876,  nor  from  Oaxaoa  between 
January  and  June,  1676. 

Statement  ehowing  the  coinage  in  Mexico  since  the  eatabliehment  of  mintSy  a  period  o/355  years. 


Colonial  period,  300  years 

From  the  independence,  in  1831,  to  June  30, 1876 


ToUl. 


Average  per  annum 

Average  per  annum  before  the  independence. 
Average  per  annum  since  the  independence . . 


IS,  151,  581. 961 
853,969.398 


3,005,551.359 


8.  466, 342 

7, 171, 939 

15, 536, 714 


No.  18. 

Statement  showing  the  charges  on  silver  produced  in  the  mines  of  MexicOf  say  in  the  Real  del 
Monte  districtf  near  the  city  oj  Mexico^from  the  mine  to  the  Bank  of  England. 

From  the  annual  report  of  the  United  States  consuKseneral,  Mexico.     Commercial  Relations,  1875 

page  1120.] 

Per  cent. 

Freight  frora  mine  to  mint  of  Mexico,  including  escort 0.75 

Mint  charge,  made  whether  bars  are  coined  or  not 4. 50 

Assay,  municipal  daes,  &c.,  say 1.00 

Agent's  commission  at  city  of  Mexico 0.25 

Boxes,  packing,  and  petty  charges 0. 12^ 

Freight  from  city  of  Mexico  to  deck  of  steamer , 0.50 

Export  duty 5.00 

Steamer  freight  to  London 0.50 

Insurance,  Mexico  to  London 0.62^ 

Agents*  commission  in  London 0.25 


Minimum  charges  on  bars  exported  from  this  district 13^.  50 

To  the  above  must  be  added,  as  further  charge  on  bars  from  the  interior,  a  cir- 
culation duty  charged  by  certain  States,  in  some  li  to  1|  per  cent.,  and  an- 
other freight  costing  from  ^  to  1  per  cent.,  say  iu  all  on  an  average 2.  00 


Average  charges  on  bars  from  the  interior 15.50 

As  most  Mexican  silver  contains  gold,  for  reasons  given  above  we  must  estimate 
the  loss  on  the  whole  production  of  the  precio  is  metals  as  at  least 3. 00 


Estimated  loss  on  production,  between  duties  collected  and  heavy  mint  charges, 

withouttakiug  local  taxes  into  account 18.50 
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No.  19, 

Statement  $kowiitg  the  total  exports  of  sugar  from  the  port  of  Vera  Cruz  during  the  four 

^eare  from  Julg  1,  1873,  to  Jul$  I,  1(C6.* 


Good  tries. 


To  England 

United  States 
Franoe 


Spa'n . . . . 
Germany 


Total  for  four  years 


Valae. 


|1SS,770 
73.613 
90. 1«7 
18.7S9 
17,658 

855[lio 


Statement  showing  the  total  exports  of  coffee  from  the  port  of  Vera  Cruz  daring  the  four 

years  from  July  1,  1873,  to  July  1,  1876.* 


Countries. 


To  the  United  SUtes 

France  

England 

Havana 

8|>aln 

Grennany 

Total  for  fonr  years 

*  State  Department  Kepurt  ou  Commercial  Kelationa  for  IbTfi,  pp.  7<I7, 14«. 


Valne. 


1-3, 135. 348 

46S,  213 

245,  «76 

5e,335 

29.P05 

9,470 


2, 947, 047 


No.  20. 
ENGLAND  S  COMMERCE  WITH  MEXICO. 

Statement  compiled  from  the  English^Parliamentary  Reports,  showing  the  value  nf  the  exports 
of  merdiamdise  from  the  United  Kingdom  to  Mexico,  and  the  imports  of  merchandise  from 
Mexico  into  the  United  Kingdom,  during  each  of  the  fifteen  calendar  years  from  1802  to 
1876,  inclusive, 

[Redncod  to  dollars,  at  $5  to  the  £  sterling.] 


Years. 


1«63 

1864 

lci65 

1866 

1867 

1868 

1869 

1870 

1871 

1872, 

1873 

1874. 

1875 

ltf76 


Total  for  fifteen  years 

Average  per  aonnm 

Average  per  annum  for  last  ten  years  . . 
Average  per  annum  for  last  five  years. . . 


Exports  of 
British 
andlrinh 
prod  acts. 


•3.789.115 
8. 392,  ^60 
9, 048,  765 
9,  484.  475 
6,  416, 065 
4. 064,  740 
4,  242.  940 
3, 158. 620 
4, 554,  410 
5, 345, 065 
4. 215, 930 
:>,  970. 630 
5.683,065 
4,  424,  505 
2,  511, 180 


81,242,295 


5,416,153 


4,411,102 
4,549,048 


Exports  of 
foreign 
and  co- 
lonial 
products. 


1-295. 835 
351,050 
2,113,860 
.35-2,  470 
246,  455 
387,430 
217,  445 
266,990 
736,230 
745,065 
281.760 
928,745 
901,315 
479,075 
372,950 


8, 766, 075 


584,405 


540, 700 


\ 


610,  U^ 


ToUl    ex- 
ports ex- 
clusiveof 
coin  and 
bullion. 


$4,084,350 
8. 743,  910 

11,162.625 
9.  836. 945 
6, 662, 520 
4,  452, 170 
4,460,385 

3.  425,  610 
.%  290,  640 
6, 090, 130 

4,  497, 690 
6.899,365 
6,614,380 
4.903.580 
8,  884, 070 


90,  008, 370 


6,000,558 


4.951,802 


Imports 
exclusive 
of     coin 
and  bul- 
lion. 


13, 097, 540 

11.471,685 

15,  646,  670 

16, 084, 620 

1,  567. 390 

1.  .^5,  840 

1,  753,  320 

1,  752.  850 

1, 499, 065 

1, 986. 670 

2, 217, 620 

8.497,660 

8.  73:J,  255 

3. 609.  .^35 

3,  310, 660 


70,  804.  380 


4, 120, 29  2 


2, 293,  647 


Total  com- 
merce, ex- 
clusive of 
coin  and 
bullion. 


17,181,890 

80, 815, 595 

2A,  809,  295 

2.'),  981,  .'S65 

8. 829,  910 

6. 028,  010 

6,213,705 

5, 178, 460 

6, 789,  705 

8, 076.  800 

6.715,310 

9,  397, 085 

9, 347. 635 

8,513,115 

6, 194,  730 


160. 813,  750 


10,  780,  850 


7. 845,  449 


\ 


t>A^,"<^vi  \  %^n:i>-vv^  .    ^,^'x^>^«^ 
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Ko.  21. 

Statement  showing  the  classification  and  value  of  the  exports  from  the  United  Kingdom  to 
AfexicOf  and  the  imports  into  the  United  Kingdom  from  Mexico^  exclusive  of  coin  and  bul- 
lum,  during  the  five  years  from  187'2  to  1876,  inclusive, 

[Compiled  from  the  English  Parliamentary  Reports.] 
EXPORTS  OF  PRODUCE  AND  MANUFACTURES  OF  THE  UNITED  KINGDOM. 


Articles. 


1879. 


A  ppM^l  and  haberdashery 197,670 

Cotton  yam '  3»,710 

Cottons,  entered  by  the  yard 1, 731, 910 

Cottons,  entered  at  valae 151, 135 

Earthen  and  china  ware 13,900 

Hardware  and  cntlery 186,670 

Linens,  entered  by  tbe  yard 459,070 

Lineop,  entered  at  value 5,745 

Machinery  and  mill  work 352,655 

MetalSt  iron,  wronghtjand  nnwronght 710, 650 

Silk  mannfaotures 34,945 

Woolens,  entered  by  tbe  yard |  302,185 

Woolens,  entered  at  valae i  15^0.10 

AUother  articles I  397,655 


1873. 


1103, 765 

76,675 

3, 3:il.  975 

356,615 

43,805 

193,715 

718,  815 

6,130 

.360.  495 

336,395 

14,355 

338,390 

31.690 

359,910 


Total 4,315,930  1    5,870,630 


1874. 


$54, 395 

108.500 

3,  955, 190 

319, 305 

39.340 

187,030 

511, 4cK) 

13,310 

613,315 

386,650 

51,  no 

320, 610 

35,485 

338.745 


5,633,065 


1875. 


$29,590 

55,155 

3,681.535 

197, 385 

9,350 

163,730 

379,080 

7,805 

153.670 

337,030 

18.b5U 

194,830 

36i7ia 

880,305 


4,  434.  505 


1876. 


$18. 

65, 

1.815, 

133. 

10. 
114. 
873, 

4. 
159, 

163. 

8, 

133. 

16k 

195. 


715 
330 
360 
745 
395 
835 
635 
640 
345 
875 
515 
360 
300 

seo 


3. 511,  lao 


EXPORTS  OF  FOREIGN  AND  COLONIAL  PRODUCE  AND  MANUFACTURES. 


Candles,  steartne 

Cotton  mannfaotures 

f>aicksilv«r 
ilk,  raw,  and  manufactures  of 

Spices 

Wine 

All  other  articles 

Total 

Total  exports  of  British  and  for 
eign  produce  to  Mexico 

Coltona  exported yards. 

Linens  expiorted do... 

Woolens  exported do. . . 


$1,315 

5,150 

113,165 

63,490 

35,930 
3,450 

59,370 


881, 760 


4.497,690 


19, 336, 300 

8,  819, 340 

685,773 


$11,775 
9,570 

636,330 

111,435 
39,740 
13,490 

106.  515 


938,845 


6,79M«5 


37, 100, 600 
4.  449, 100 

788,875 


$3,945 
30,090 
771,345 
7fi,  845 
31.335 
4,110 
73,745 


991, 315 


6. 614, 380 


37, 703, 500 
3,  384, 640 
1,036,340 


$1,530 

5,955 

306,605 

45,350 

50,350 
4,180 

65,305 


479, 075 


4,903,580 


34, 516, 000 

3.451,000 

706.825 


$1,095 

3,685 

940,380 

42.440 

35.750 
3,970 

57.650 


378,950 


9.884,070 


15,871,90$ 

1,890,600 

516.  im 


IMPORTS  INTO  THE  UNITED  KINGDOM  FROM  MEXICO,  EXCLUSIVE  OF  COIN  AND 

BULLION. 


India  rubber 

Cochineal 

Copper  ore 

Drugs 

Dye-stuffs,  unenumerated . . 

Dye>woods,  logwood 

Dye-woods,  unenumerated . . 

Hemp 

Other  vegetable  substances. 

Indigo 

Ore,  unenumerated 

Silver  ore 

Mahogany 

Other  woods 

Sugar,  unrefined 

AlTother  articles 


Total. 


$8,685 

89,590 

15, 745 

36,945 

138.805 

91,100 

51,775 

6U.010 

366.650 

99,745 

1,170 

138. 315 

911,590 

156,180 


163,  475 
3, 317, 630 


$4,750 

318, 145 
16,450 
18, 945 
15.030 
53,360 
38,765 
17,160 

149, 015 

13,865 

44,850 

80,095 

1.  Sn,  385 

104,505 
1,565 

193,875 

3,496,660 


$1,890 

$51,750 

$9,460 

•  392,310 

194.  745 

85,460 

35,4.50 

113,685 

107,435 

37,000 

33,390 

109,910 

133,855 

120,320 

145,515 

83,640 

43,970 

86.605 

75,850 

330,830 

964.390 

40.530 

115,690 

189,685 

139.690 

33,485 

4,395 

900 

69,890 

44.895 

5,585 

635 

190.835 

11,370 

39,595 

73,800 

1, 731, 350 

9, 154, 110 

1.397.165 

110, 815 

98,065 

48,675 

3,350 

69.535 

169,660 

131, 070 

951.650 

487.906 

8,733,355 

3.609,535 

3,310,600 

APPENDIX    F. 


431 


No.  22. 

Statement  showing  the  value  of  the  foreign  merchandise  received  in  England  Jor  Iransakipment 
and  forwarded  to  Mexico  during  Uie  fifteen  years  from  1862  to  lb76,  inclnsivt. 

[Compiled  from  the  EoglUh  Parlbunentarj  Reportn.] 


Yearn. 

V*lae. 

18fl9 

1195,095 
375,  115 
906,430 
544,195 
3-^5. 575 
338.480 
56l.5;t5 
443,315 
511,970 
887.030 
674,  095 
7C7. 640 

1883 

1864 

IMS 

1866 

1867 

1868 

1869 

1870 

1871....: 

1873 

1873 

Years. 


1874 

1875 

I8i6 

Total  for  fifteen  years 

Average  per  aonam 

Average  per  annum  for  last  ton  years 

Average  per  annum  for  last  five  years 


Valae. 


1741.900 
790,790 
734,130 


8,615,455 


574. 363 


633,903 


739, 56» 


No.  23. 
COMIIERCE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  WITH  AMERICA. 

StaUnient  showing  the  average  annual  oontmerce  of  the  United  States  mtk  Mexico,  Central 
and  South  America,  Cit&a,  and  the  Britisk  Xorth  American  Possessions^  for  the  five  years 
ended  June  30,  1876. 

[Compiled  from  the  United  States  Official  Reports  on  Commerce  and  Navigation.] 


Cotkntries. 


Hesieo 

Central  America ... 

Colombi* 

Venesoela. . . .  .\ . . . , 

Braail *... 

Argentine  Repamic 

Uraguay 

Chili 

Peru 

Cuba 


Totals 

British  North  American  pos- 
laioos.... 


Totals. 


Domestic  ex- 
ports to,  per 
annam. 


•4,041. 
1.209, 
4.631, 
3.651. 
7.081. 
1,931, 
1.437, 

3,859. 
15.466, 


344 
517 
090 
731 
808 
788 
799 
038 
933 
139 


Foreign  ex- 
ports to,  per 
annum. 


44^  513, 175 
49,014,093 


II,  957, 071 

80,403 

331,368 

116.411 

115,073 

148,870 

49, 313 

59,373 

104.156 

9,730,496 


5,563,333 
4.348.493 


86,596,967 


9,830,836 


Total  ex- 
ports to,  per 
annum. 


$5,998,415 
1,389,931) 
4,853,467 
3, 768, 143 
7, 196, 881 
9.070,658 
1,477,011 
9.380,301 
3, 964, 078 

18, 196, 635 


50,094.508 
46,909.585 


96, 357, 093 


Imports  from, 
per  annum. 


$19,463,598 
9. 186, 571 
7,837,959 
5,  410, 160 

40, 017, 969 

6, 146.  588 

9,  844, 806 

800.566 

1.384,939 

71. 364. 337 


150.  457, 461 
37,394.506 


187.789,057 


Total  com- 
merce with, 
per  annum. 


$18, 469. 013 
3.  476. 491 

19, 690.  496 
8.178,309 

47.914,843 
8, 317. 346 
4, 331. 819 
3,080.867 
5.349.000 

89.560.963 


3t0. 551, 960 
83.587.181 


984, 139. 150 


Total  average  annual  imports  during  above  five  years  from  Mexico,  Central  and  South 

America,  and  Cuba 

Total  average  annual  exiK>rts 


$150.  457, 461 
50,094.508 


Excess  of  imports  over  exports  per  annum 100,363,953 


432 


APPENDIX    P. 


No.  24. 

Statement  showing  the  average  annual  amount  of  the  oomm^ce  of  the  United  States  wUk 
Mexico f  Central  and  South  America,  Cuba,  and  the  British  North  American  possessions, 
for  the  five  years  ended  June  30,  1876,  per  capita  of  the  population  of  those  countries; 
also  the  percentage  of  the  imports  from  the  said  countries,  respectively,  during  the  fiscal 
year  ended  June  30, 1876,  entered  free  of  duty,  and  the  percentage  entered  subject  to  duty. 


CompUfd  from  the  United  States  Offlcla 

1  Rei>orts 

fa 

raua 

1" 

on  Commerce  and  Na 

^vigation  ] 

i| 

1a- 
£ 

CoQutries.   " 

Importsfrom.per 
capita  per  an- 
num. 

Total  commerce 
with,  per  capita 
per  annum. 

ii 

1^ 

Mf^ZiOO    -   r , -r--»T-r., -rr--T 

10  64 
49 
1  OS 
1  55 
67 
1  13 
3  S8 
1  10 
1  46 

11  33 

83 

3  61 

3  03 

3  74 

3  34 

6  33 

39 

51 

f  1  97 
1  33 
4  93 
4  58 
4  41 
4  47 
9  60 
1  49 
1  97 

90 
95 
97 
99 
97 
68 
94 
34 
99i 

10 

Central  America 

5 

Colombia 

3 

Venezuela 

1 

Brazil 

A rsrentine  Renubllo 

3 
38 

UrucraAV •••.. ••••. 

6 

Chili 

Peru 

66 

Arerage  for  Mexico,  Central  and  South  America . . 
Cuba 

^       93 
13  00 
13  43 

3  39 
50  97 
10  00 

3  81 
63  97 
33  43 

94 
5 

39 

6 
95 

British  North  American  possessions 

71 

No.  25. 


Statement  showing  the  commerce  of  the  United  Stales  mth  Mexico,  Central  and  South  America 
and  the  Spanish  yVest  Indies,  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  lb77. 

[Compiled  from  Official  Reports  of  the  Bureau  of  Statistics.] 


Countries. 


Domestic 
exports. 


Mexico 

Central  America  . . . 

Colombia 

Venezuela 

Brazil 

Argentine  Republic 

Uruguay  

Chill 

Peru 


•4, 509. 041 
1, 304, 348 
4,083,333 
3, 066, 363 
7.499,118 
1,  139. 168 
1,  077,  434 
3, 175,  467 
1,339,006 


Total  with  Mexico,  Central  and  South 

America t  36,033,076 

Cuba 13,748,003 

PonoRico 3,323,944 


Total 


41,094,033 


Foreign 
exports. 


Total 
exports. 


II,  389, 698 
53,338 
93,167 
60,553 
83,695 
97,  614 
33,953 
53. 084 
61.546 


1,913,641 

3,  933,  431 

110,630 


15,  898,  733 
1, 356, 686 
4.114,399 
3, 136. 814 
7, 583,  813 
1, 386. 783 
1, 103, 387 
3, 387, 551 
1,300,553 


37.  934,  717 

16,  670.  434 

3, 434. 564 


Imports. 


Total 
commerce. 


115,  444, 583 
3,  449,  559 
5,454,393 
7.  439, 559 
43,  498, 041 
3,  449, 559 
3,197,711 
693,716 
1, 545.  461 


83, 162, 583 

67. 699, 39!) 

4,  478, 039 


181, 343, 316 
4.  806, 845 
9,568,793 
le,  556, 373 
51. 080,  854 
4, 676, 341 
3,398,098 
8,931.367 
3.  846. 013 


111,097,399 

84.  .169, 733 

6,913,593 


5,945,683     47,039,705    155.339,910     303,379,615 


Total  imports,  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 1877,  from  Mexico,  Central  and  South 

America,  and  the  SpsniAh  West  Indies #155,339,910 

Total  exports  from  the  United  States  to  those  countries 47,039,705 

Excess  of  imports  over  exports 108, 300, 305 
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No.  26. 


Statement  showing  the  value  of  the  imports  into  the  United  States  firom  Mexico^  Central  and 
South  Amerioay  and  the  Spanish  West  Indies^  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  :{0, 1877^ 
the  amount  entered  free  ofdutjff  and  the  amount  subject  to  duty,  and  the  percentage  thereof 
respectively. 

[Compiled  from  Official  Reports  of  the  Bareaa  of  SUtistica.] 


Coantries. 


Mexico 

CentTAl  America 

Colombia 

Tenezaela 

BrasU 

Argentine  Sepublio 

UrnKnay  

Chill 

Pern 

Total  from  Mexioo,  Central  and  Sonth  America. . 

Cuba 

Porto  Blco 

Total 


1. 

5 


113, 996. 510 
2,396,893 
5,151,53s 
7,424,024 
40,905,874 
2,396,899 
1,877,374 
359,110 
1,534.726 


75,195,934 

9,136,586 

156,073 


77,488,593 


I- 

r. 

5 


11.448,073 

1,199,667 

309,861 

5,535 

3,292,167 

1,199,667 

390,337 

341,606 

10,735 


7,966,648 

65..569, 713 

4,321,956 


77,851,317 


t 

J 
I 


$15,444,583 
3.449,550 
5,454,393 
7,429,559 
43,498,041 
3.449.550 
9;  197, 711 
693,716 
1,545,461 


83,169,589 

67, 699, 999 

4,478,099 


155, 339, 910 


o  o 


is. 

2  8^ 


91 
67 
94 

S* 

67 
85 
51 


90 
3 
3 


8  s  B 


9 

33 

6 

8^ 
33 
15 
49 


10 

97 
97 


28  A 
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RECOGNITION. 


LIST  OF  PAPERS,  WITH  THEIR  SUBJECTS. 


Page. 

1.  Extract  from  the  annual  message  of  President  Bachanan,  December  19, 1859. 

The  condition  of  Mexico.  The  motives  which  led  to  tlie  recognition  by  the 
United  States  of  the  constitational  government  at  Vera  Cruz,  on  the  7th 
of  April  of  that  vear 439 

2.  Extracts  from  English  official  correspondence.    Sir  C.  Wyke  to  Mr.  Guzman, 

Mexican  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  Jane  14,  1861.  £x][>ress  stipulation 
entered  into  by  the  Mexican  Government  before  recognition  by  England ; 
its  non-fulfillment  charged 439 

3.  Sir  C.  Wyke  to  Mr.  Guzman,  June  22, 1861.  Non-fulfillment  of  a  further  stipu- 

lation entered  into  by  the  Mexican  Government 440 

4.  Sir  C.  Wyke  to  Lord  J.  Russell,  June  25, 1861.    "  No  further  reliance  can  be 

placed  on  the  promises  or  even  the  formal  engagements  of  the  Mexican 
Government.''  Only  two  courses  left  open;  either  to  withdraw  the  mis- 
sion altogether,  or  support  its  influence  by  such  means  as  will  compel  obe- 
dience         440 

5.  Earl  Russell  to  Sir  C.  Wyke,  September  10, 1861.    Instructing  him  to  termi- 

nate relations  with  the  Mexican  Government 441 

6.  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  CorWin,  May  10, 1862.    *'  It  is  not  the  interest  of  the  United 

States  to  be  hasty  in  recognizing  the  revolutionary  changes  which  unhap- 
pily are  so  frequently  occurring  in  Spanish  America.'' 441 

7.  Message  of  President  Johnson,  January  5, 1866,  transmitting  correspondence 

relating  to  steps  taken  to  obtain  the  recognition  by  the  United  States  of 

the  so-called  empire  of  Mexico 441 

8.  Memorandum  bv  Mr.  Seward,  July  18, 1665,  relating  to  an  interview  had 

with  him  bv  the  Marauis  de  Montholon.  The  President  declined  to  receive 
a  letter  addressed  to  nim  by  Maximilian,  or  to  hold  any  intercourse  with 
the  agent  who  brought  it 442 

9.  Mr.  Romero,  Mexican  minister  in  Washington,  to  Mr.  Hunter,  August  1, 

1865,  calling  the  attention  of  the  department  to  the  pretension  of  au  agent 

of  Maximilian  to  exercise  consular  functions  in  New  York 442 

10.  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero,  August  9,  1865.    No  other  than  the  republican 

government  in  Mexico  recognized.  Commercial  agents  may  be  appointed 
By  de  facto  authorities,  but  can  perform  no  consular  acts  in  the  United 
States 443 

11.  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Bigelow,  November  6,  1865.    The  United  States  "not 

prepared  to  recognize,  or  to  pledge  themselves  hereafter  to  recognize,  any 
political  institutions  in  Mexico  which  are  in  opposition  to  the  republican 
government  with  which  we  have  so  long  and  so  constantly  maintained 
relations  of  amity  and  friendship." 443 

12.  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Bigelow,  December  16, 1865.    The  recognition  suggested 

by  France  as  a  condition  of  withdrawal  cannot  be  made 444 

13.  The  Marquis  de  Montholon  to  Mr.  Seward,  November  29, 1865.    Inclosing  a 

dispatch  from  the  French  minister  of  foreign  affairs  urging  the  recogni- 
tion^ of  Maximilian  by  the  United  States,  increased  trade  with  Mexico 
and  a  commercial  treaty  held  out  as  inducements 445 

14.  Mr.  Seward  to  the  Marquis  de  Montholon,  December  6, 1865.    Finally  stating 

the  attitude  of  the  United  States  upon  the  above  question.  The  recogni- 
tion the  Emperor  of  France  suggests  impracticable 446 

15.  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Foster,  May  16,  1877.    The  extraordinary  condition  of 

affairs  in  Mexico  has  been  carefully  considered.  The  United  States  waits 
before  recognizing  General  Diaz  as  the  President  of  Mexico  until  it  shall 
be  assured  that  his  election  is  approved  by  the  Mexican  people,  and  that 
his  administration  is  possessed  of  stability  to  endure  and  of  disposition 
.  to  comply  with  the  rules  of  international  comity  and  the  obligations  of 
treaties.  An  adjustment  of  the  questions  pending  between  the  two  coun- 
tries is  necessary.  Some  guarantee  of  such  an  arrangement  should  be 
made  the  condition-precedent  to  any  recognition,  rather  than  to  tnv«>t  tA 
the  possibility  that  it  may  ultimately  loUow VCV 
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16.  Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Kvarts,  June  20, 1877.    Re]K>rting  an  interview  with  Mr. 

Yallarta  upon  the  sabject  of  the  preceding  dispatch.  Intemperate  lan- 
ffuase  of  Mr.  Yallarta  with  re^i^ara  to  the  instractions  to  General  Ord. 
Reply  thereto  of  Mr.  Foster.  Every  nation  mast  be  its  own  judge  as  to 
the  time  and  manner  of  accepting  a  new  and  revolutionary  government 
as  the  only  representative  of  the  people  over  whom  it  claimcKi  to  be  estab- 
lished. **  If  the  government  of  General  Diaz  has  not  up  to  the  present 
time  been  recognized  by  that  of  the  United  States,  it  is  owing  to  its  own 
neglect  of  plain  duties.^' 448 

17.  Mr.  Evarts  to  Mr.  Foster,  August  2, 1877.    Instructing  him  to  enter  upon  a 

discussion  with  the  government  of  General  Diaz  of  the  various  questions 
pending  between  the  two  countries.  The  Government  of  the  United 
States  reserves  its  decision  upon  the  question  of  recognition,  to  await  the 
result  of  such  discussion.  *' While  the  President  is  desirous  of  terminat- 
ing, as  early  as  may  be,  the  present  period  of  suspended  diplomatic  rela- 
tions with  Mexico,  he  nevertheless  deems  it  essential  that  those  relations 
when  restored  shall  be  placed  upon  a  just  and  amicable  basis.'' 450 

18.  Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Evarts,  September  4, 1877.    Reporting  in  detail  the  result 

of  his  conferences  under  the  above  instruction  with  the  government  of 
General  Diaz.  '^In  connection  with  my  dispatches  by  this  mail  on  the 
subjects  of  the  Rio  Grande  frontier  troubles,  and  the  exemption  of  Amer- 
ican citizens  from  forced  loans,  the  foregoing  review  of  the  results  of  our 
conferences  will  show  that  the  Mexican  Gqvemment  thus  far  has  not  on 
a  single  question  met  your  expectations.  No  single  question  has  been 
satisfactorily  adjusted.'' 431 

19.  Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Evartfl,  September  4, 1877,  No.  598.  Relating  to  the  discus- 

sion of  the  Rio  Grande  ftontier  troubles  in  the  preceding  conferences. 
"  It  will  be  seen  that  the  Mexican  Government  has  resisted  step  by  step 
the  proposition  for  a  reciprocal  crossing  of  troops  in  pursuit  of  raiders ; 
and  at  the  last  it  has  not  consented  to  it,  although  I  infer  from  Mr.  Val- 
larta's  declarations  at  our  last  conference  that  his  government  will  even- 
tually agree  to  it." 452 

20.  Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Evarts,  September  4, 1877,  No.  599.   Relating  to  the  subject 

of  forced  loans,  as  treated  in  the  above  conferences.  ^*  General  Diaz,  with 
the  sanction  of  his  cabinet,  has  refused  to  enter  into  a  treaty  stipulation 
with  the  Government  of  the  United  States  for  the  reciprocal  exemption  of 
the  citizens  t)f  both  countries  from  forced  loans,  and  has  declined  to  make 
any  proposition  or  offer  any  suggestion  having  in  view  the  relief  or  pro- 
tection of  American  citizens  in  Mexico  from  such  exactions  in  the 
future." 454 

21.  Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Evarts,  November  8, 1877.    Reporting  further  conferences 

with  Mr.  Yallarta  in  relation  to  the  questions  pending  between  the  two 
countries.  An  opportunity  again  afforded  to  the  Diaz  government  to  mod- 
ify the  positions  heretofore  assumed  by  it,  or  to  present  new  propositions, 
bnt  witnout  result.  No  arrangement  whatever  of  the  border  Question. 
The  adjustment  of  the  question  of  forced  loans  again  refused.  No  dispo- 
sition manifested  to  take  up  any  of  the  other  questions  postponed  in  the 
previous  conferences 4r>6 

22.  Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Evarts,  January  10, 1878.    Replying  to  the  inquiry  of  the 

latter  whether  any  of  the  assailants  of  tlie  Rio  Grande  City  jail  have 
been  arrested,  tried,  or  punished  in  Mexico  in  accordance  with  its  penal 
code.  He  is  informed  by  Mr*  Yallarta  that  no  information  of  the  arrest, 
trial,  or  conviction  of  those  criminals  under  the  penal  code  has  been  re- 
ceived         457 

23.  Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Evarts,  January  17, 1878.    Relating  to  the  co-operation  of 

a  Mexican  officer  with  Lieutenant  Ward  in  the  pursuit  of  raiders  t)n  the 
Rio  Grande  frontier.  The  act  denounced  by  the  Mexican  secretary  of 
foreign  affairs  as  a  "  new  invasion  of  the  national  territory."  A  severe  ex- 
ample to  be  made  of  the  officer  referred  to.  The  secretary  of  war  again 
enjoins  upon  General  Trevino  ^'  the  strict  enforcement  of  the  orders  of 
June  18th  last  to  repel  with  force  the  crossing  of  American  troops  into 
Mexican  territory." 458 

24.  Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Evarts,  January  18, 1878.    Replying  to  an  inquiry  whether 

any  of  the  persons  arrested  in  Mexico  as  participants  in  the  "  Corpus 
Christi"  raid  of  1875  had  ever  been  punished.  No  information  of  such 
punishment  obtained.  No  punishment  has  ever  followed  raids  committed 
from  Mexico  into  Texas 461 


RECOGNITION. 


Retract  from  the  annual  message  of  President  Buchanan j  December  19,  lcr59. 

(36th  Congress,  Ist  sessioD.) 

In  my  last  annual  message  I  communicated  to  Congress  the  circumstances  under 
which  the  late  minister  of  the  United  States  to  Mexico  suspended  his  official  relations 
with  the  central  government,  and  withdrew  from  the  coantry.  It  was  impossible  to 
maintain  friendly  intercourse  with  a  government  like  that  at  the  capital,  under  whose 
usurped  authority  wrongs  were  constantly  committed,  but  never  redressed.  Had  this 
been  an  established  government,  with  its  power  extending  by  the  consent  of  the  people 
over  the  whole  of  Mexico,  a  resort  to  hostilities  against  it  would  have  been  quite  jus- 
tifiable, and,  indeed,  necessary.  But  the  country  was  a  i»rey  to  civil  war,  and  it  was 
hoped  that  the  success  of  the  constitutional  President  might  lead  to  a  condition  of 
things  less  injurious  to  the  United  States.  This  success  became  so  probable,  that,  in 
January  last,  I  employed  a  reliable  agent  to  visit  Mexico  and  report  to  me  the  actual 
condition  and  prospects  of  the  contending  parties.  In  consequence  of  his  report,  and 
from  information  which  reached  me  from  other  sources,  favorable  to  the  prospects  of 
the  constitutional  cause,  I  felt  justified  in  appointing  a  new  minister  to  Mexico,  who 
might  embrace  the  earliest  suitable  opportunity  of  restoring  our  diplomatic  relations 
with  that  republic.  For  this  purpose  a  distinguished  citizen  of  Maryland  was  selected, 
who  proceeded  on  his  mission  on  the  8th  of  March  last,  with  discretionary  authority 
to  recognize  the  government  of  President  Juarez,  if,  on  his  arrival  in  Mexico,  he  should 
.find  it  entitled  to  such  recognition,  according  to  the  established  practice  of  the  United 
States. 

On  the  7th  of  April  following,  Mr.  McLane  presented  his  credentials  to  President 
Juarez,  having  no  hesitation  in  pronouncing  the  government  of  Juarez  to  be  the  only 
existing  government  of  the  repnolio.  He  was  cordially  received  by  the  authorities  at 
Vera  Cruz,  and  they  have  ever  since  manifested  the  most  friendly  disposition  toward 
the  United  States. 


Krtravis  from  English  official  correspondence. 

Sir  C,  Wyke  to  Senor  Guzman, 
(H.  Ex.  Doc.  100,  37th  Cong.,  2d  sees.,  p.  254.) 

BiEXico,  June  14, 1861. 

Sir  :  Unwilling  as  I  am  to  prolong  a  correspondence  which  I  fear  will  lead  to  no 
practical  result  for  some  time  to  come,  yet  I  cannot  pass  over  in  silence  your  excel- 
lency's note  of  the  12th  instant,  written  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  7th,  without  at  once 
protesting  against  the  doctrine  therein  attempted  to  be  established  by  inference,  to 
the  effect  that  the  actual  perpetrators  of  the  legation  outrage  are  alone  responsible,  ia 
their  persons  and  property,  for  the  wrong  done  on  the  17th  of  November  last. 

Now,  according  to  every  principle  of  international  law  having  reference  to  cases  in 
any  way  similar  to  the  one  in  point,  Her  Majesty's  government  is  perfectly  justified  in 
holding  the  State  of  Mexico  (I  use  the  word  in  its  largest  sense)  responsible  for  the 
insult  done  to  their  legation,  and  the  robbery  of  British  property  committed  on  that 
occasion,  without  in  any  way  occupying  themselves  with  the  mere  individuals  who 
acquired  so  unfortunate  a  notoriety  by  a  crime  which  it  should  have  been  the  first 
duty  of  the  present  government  to  punish  and  atone  for. 

It  was  an  express  stipulation  on  the  part  of  Her  M^esty's  government,  before  rec- 
ognizing that  of  Presiaent  Juarez,  that  this  obligation  shonid  be  complied  with,  and 
Mr.  Mathew,  late  Her  Majesty's  charge  d'affaires,  was  so  fully  convinced  of  the  sin- 
cerity of  his  excellency's  then  cabinet  in  this  matter,  that  he  at  once  proffered  the 
recognition  he  had  to  offer,  without  waiting  to  see  the  accomv\\%\i\sv&>\\.  ol  \^^vnX^  ^\wn5S^ 
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was  binding,  in  honor  as  well  as  in  justice,  on  the  parties  who  had  inherited  the  ad- 
TftDtaffes  as  well  as  responsibilities  of  their  predecessors. 

If  Mr.  Mathew's  conhdence  has  been  misplaced,  that  can  in  no  way  affect  the  rights 
of  Her  Majesty's  governn^ent  in  this  matter,  which,  as  represented  by  me,  I  now  again 
Inaist  on,  as  well  for  the  principle  involved  as  for  the  interests  of  the  parties  con- 
cerned. 

When  I  had  the  honor  of  communicating  verbally  with  your  excellency  on  this  sub- 
ject, I  had  hoped  that  you  had  clearly  understood  the  view  taken  of  this  question  by 
Her  Majesty's  government,  and  the  more  so  as,  according  to  those  principles  of  inter- 
nationsd  law  now  universally  acknowledged,  there  is  only  one  way  of  looking  at  it. 
I  avail,  Slc. 

C.  LENNOX  WYKE. 


Sir  C,   Wyke  to  Seiior  Guzman, 
(H.  Ex.  Doc.  100,  37th  Cong.,  2d  sess.,  p.  259.) 

Mexico,  Jane  22,  1861. 

Sir:  Oq  the  receipt  of  your  excellenoy's  note  of  the  12th  instant,  I  coaimunioated  a 
eopy  of  it  to  those  persons  directly  interested  in  the  question  to  which  it  referred. 

It  was  only  yesterday  that  I  was  made  acquainted  with  their  views  on  the  sulgect, 
which  I  will  now  put  you  in  possession  of  as  briefly  as  possible.  They  naturally  can- 
not accept  the  plea  of  poverty  put  forward  to  excuse  the  non-payment  of  so  sacred  &n 
obligation  as  that  contracted  by  the  Mexican  Government  with  Her  Msjesty's  late 
charge  d'affaires  on  the  occasion  of  that  government  receiving  the  formal  recognition 
4>f  Great  Britain,  when  the  repayment  within  the  space  of  four  months  of  the  money 
belonging  to  British  subjects  that  had  been  stolen  from  the  conducta  of  the  Laguna 
8eca  was  one  of  the  express  conditions  on  which  that  recognition  depended.  Since 
thftt  engagement  was  entered  into  several  millions  of  hard  doUars  have  passed  through 
the  hands  of  the  Mexican  Gk)vemment,  so  that  they  cannot,  with  anything  like  reason, 
plead  their  poverty  as  an  excuse  for  not  having  provided  the  funds  necessary  to  meet 
the  demand  now  brought  against  them.  •»»«*» 

I  avail,  &c.f 

C.  LENNOX  WYKE. 


Sir  C.  Wyke  to  Lord  J,  RusselL 

(H.  Ex.  Doc.  100,  37th  Cong.,  2d  sess.,  p.  260.) 

[Extract.] 

Mexico,  June  25,  1861. 

A  perusal  of  my  preceding  dispatches  and  this  inclosure  will  prove  to  your  lordship 
that  no  further  reliance  can  be  placed  on  the  promises  or  even  the  formal  engagements 
of  the  Mexican  Government. 

If  the  old  church  party  succeeds  in  driving  from  power  the  present  ultra  liberal  ad- 
ministration, we  shall  then  be  even  still  worse  off,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  inclosed  copy 
of  a  decree  recently  sent  to  me  by  ex-President  Znloa^a,  who,  with  his  lieutenant, 
Marquez,  is  at  the  head  of  a  considerable  armed  force  which,  after  twice  defeating  the 
^vemment  troops,  is  at  this  very  moment  attacking  the  gates  of  the  city  of  Mexico. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that,  with  the  contending  parties,  we  have  not  a  chance  of  ob- 
taining justice  from  either  as  long  as  we  conHue  ourselves  to  remonstrating  instead  of 
employing  coercion. 

Under  such  circumstances  it  appears  to  xx\e  that  only  two  courses  are  open  to  us, 
viz,  either  to  withdraw  the  mission  altogether  from  a  country  where  its  dignity  is 
compromised,  and  where,  consequently,  it  has  become  useless,  or  else  to  support  its  in- 
fluence by  such  means  as  will  compel  obedience  to  our  just  demands,  and  obtain  that 
redress  for  the  wrongs  and  grievances  of  British  sutgects  which  they  are  lawfuUy  en- 
titled to  claim.  ##*####• 


APPENDIX   G.  44  1 

Earl  JiMsell  to  Sir  C.  Wyke, 
(H.  Ex.  Doc.  100,  37th  Cong.,  2d  sees.,  p.  301.) 

Foreign  Office,  September  10,  18G1. 

Sir:  I  have  received  yonr  dispatches  of  the  26th  and  28th  of  Joly,  and  I  have  to 
convey  to  you  the  entire  approval  of  Her  Majeaty*8  government  of  your  conduct  as 
therein  reported. 

The  suspension  for  two  years  of  all  payments  in  discharge  of  deht,  at  a  time  when 
the  Mexican  Government  can  afford  to  spend  $6,000,000  in  six  months,  is  a  shameless 
breach  of  faith,  which  cannot  be  in  the  slightest  degree  excused  by  the  pretenses  put 
forward  by  Sefior  Zamacona  in  its  defense. 

SeHor  Zamacona  asserts  that  the  present  government  of  Mexico  are  actively  em- 
ployed in  maintaining  internal  and  social  order,  in  reorganizing  the  administration  of 
the  republic,  in  introducing  rigid  economy  into  all  the  branches  of  the  public  service, 
and  in  vigorously  putting  an  end  to  the  civil  war  and  restoring  internal  peace  to  the 
country.  But  it  is  notorious  that  every  one  of  these  assertions  is  directly  the  reverse 
of  the  truth.  It  is  well  known  that  life  and  property  are  nowhere  safe,  not  even  in 
the  streets  of  the  capital ;  that  the  administration  is  as  corrupt  and  as  reckless  of  any 
interests  but  their  own  personal  advantage  as  any  that  has  heretofore  governed  in 
Mexico ;  that  great  anarchy  and  disorder  prevail  in  all  the  departments  of  the  gov- 
ernment ;  and  that  so  far  from  their  having  applied  the  resources  of  the  state  to  a 
vigorous  suppression  of  the  civil  war,  the  opposite  party  under  the  adherents  of  Mira- 
mon  were,  by  the  last  accounts,  in  great  force  within  a  short  distance  of  the  capital, 
and  not  unliKely  to  become  its  masters. 

He^  Mfgesty^s  government,  it  is  needless  to  say,  cannot  accept  such  excuses  for  the 
wrongs  of  which  Her  Majesty's  subjects  in  Mexico  have  been  the  victims,  and  there- 
fore, if  the  proposals  contained  in  my  dispatches  of  the  21st  ultimo  are  not  accepted 
by  the  Mexican  Government,  you  will  finally  break  off  relations  and  put  yourself  in 
communication  with  ]^ear-Admiral  Milne,  who  will  receive  instructions  from  the  ad- 
miralty on  this  subject. 
I  am,  &c., 

RUSSELL. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Convin. 
(H.  Ex.  Doc.  42,  37th  Cong.,  3d  sess.,  p.  14.) 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  May  10, 1862. 

Sir  :  *  *  *  It  is  not  the  interest  of  the  United  States  to  be  hasty  in  recognizing 
the  revolutionary  changes  which  unhappily  are  so  frequently  occurring  in  Spanish 
America. 

It  is  not  always  safe  to  judge  that  a  new  government  among  them,  under  whatever 
auspices  it  may  arise,  will  prove  satisfactory  to  the  people  and  become  permanent. 


Message  of  President  Johnson ^  January  5, 1866. 

(H.  Ex.  Doc.  20,  39th  Cong.,  Ist  sess.) 

To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  18th 
ultimo,  requesting  information  in  regard  to  steps  taken  by  the  so-called  Emperor  of 
Mexico,  or  by  an^  European  power,  to  obtain  from  the  United  States  a  recognition  of 
the  so-called  empire  of  Mexico,  and  what  action  has  been  taken  in  the  premises  by  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Acting  Secretary  of  State, 
and  the  papers  by  which  it  was  accompanied. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  January  5,^1866. 
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Memorandum  hy  Mr,  Seward, 
(H.  Ex.  Doc.  20,  39th  CoDg.,  Ist  sess.,  p.  3.) 

On  the  17th  day  of  July,  18B5,  the  Marqais  de  Moutholon  called  at  the  Department 
o£  State,  and  said  that  a  special  agent  had  arrived  at  Washington  from  Mexico,  and 
that  he  was  the  bearer  of  a  letter  signed  Maximilian,  and  addressed  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  a  copy  of  which  the  Marquis  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
saying  that  the  agent  was  instructed  to  deliver  the  letter  if  it  should  be  agreeable  to 
the  Cfovemment  of  the  United  States.  He  also  said  that  the  agent  brought  papers  to 
make  explanations  and  adopt  proceedings  in  relation  to  certain  transactions  on  the 
Rio  Grande,  upon  which  the  United  States  Government  had  made  representations  to 
the  Imperial  Qovemment  of  France. 

The  Secretary  replied,  that  inasmuch  as  the  letter  referred  to  was  directly  addressed 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  the  Secretary  would  reserve  himself  until  he 
should  have  had  a  conversation  with  the  President  upon  the  subject. 

On  the  18th  the  Secretary  of  State  delivered  back  the  copy  of  the  letter  to  the  Mar- 
quis de  Moutholon,  and  said  that  the  United  States  are  in  friendly  communication 
now,  as  heretofore,  with  the  republican  government  in  Mexico,  and,  therefore,  cannot 
depart  from  the  course  of  proceeding  it  has  heretofore  pursued  toward  that  country, 
and  of  coarse  that  the  President  declined  to  receive  the  letter,  or  to  hold  any  inter- 
course with  the  agent  who  brought  it. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Mr,  Romero  to  Mr,  Hunter. 

(H.  Ex.  Doc.  20, 39th  Cong.,  Ist  sess.,  p.  4.) 

[Translation.] 

Mexican  Legation  in  thk  United  States  of  A.merica, 

Washington^  August  1,  1865. 

Mr.  Acting  Secretary:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  you  a  copy  of  a  note  which 
the  consul  general  of  Mexico,  residing  in  New  York,  addressed  to  me  under  date  of  yes- 
terday, calling  my  attention  to  the  annexed  advertisement  published  in  The  World  of 
the  29th  of  July  last  past,  by  Don  Luis  Arroyo,  who  calls  himself  the  consul  named  for 
that  city  by  the  so-called  Mexican  empire. 

I  deem  it  proper  to  call  to  notice  that  Don  Luis  Arroyo,  under  the  title  of  commercial 
agent,  is  about  to  exercise,  as  is  advertised,  all  the  functions  to  which  he  might  be  en- 
titled if  he  were  the  true  consul  of  Mexico,  with  the  respective  exequatur  of  the  Gk>v- 
emment  of  the  United  States.  For  this  reason  I  beg  you  to  have  the  goodness  to  com- 
municate to  me  the  views  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  upon  two  points, 
upon  which  I  require  to  fix  my  ideas  before  adopting  an  opinion  upon  this  matter. 
The  first  is,  whether  the  Government  of  the  United  States  considers  that  the  ex-Arch- 
duke Ferdinand  Maximilian  has  the  right  to  appoint  in  this  country  commercial  agents 
who  shall  publicly  exercise  the  functions  of  consul,  or  whether  this  right  belongs  solely 
to  the  governments  whose  existence  is  neither  doubtful  or  questionable. 

According  to  my  understanding,  this  government  only  sees  in  the  republic  of  Mexico 
a  war  between  it  and  France,  without  recognizing  there  Maximilian,  not  even  as  a  gov- 
ernment de  facto. 

The  second  point  is,  whether  such  commercial  agents  can  exercise  the  functions  of 
consuls,  not  only  without  a  formal  exequatur^  but  also  without  any  other  sort  of  per- 
mission or  recognition  from  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

I  must  make  Known  to  you  that  up  to  this  period  the  French  consul  in  New  York  had 
been  performing  the  functions  which  Don  Luis  Arroyo  pretends  ndw  to  exercise,  which 
was  perhaps  more  logical  and  manifested  more  consideration  for  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  inasmuch  as  the  French  consul  has  an  exequatur  from  this  Government, 
and  represents  more  genuinely  the  order  of  things  established  in  Mexico  by  the  army 
of  Napoleon  III.  The  change  which  is  now  made  seems  to  be  directed  to  manifest  that 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  tacitly  recognizes  as  a  government  de  facto  the 
work  of  the  Frenoli  intervention  in  Mexico. 

I  avail  myself  (»t  this  opportunity  to  reiterate  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my  dis- 
tinguished consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

William  Hunter,  Esq.,  <$•€.,  cfc,  jo. 
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Mr,  Setrard  to  Mr,  Komero. 

(H.  Ex.  Doc.  20,  39th  Cong.,  let  sess.,  p.  6.) 

Department  of  State, 

Washington ^  August  9,  1865. 

Sir  :  Your  note  of  tbe  Ist  instant  ban  been  received,  in  which  you  ask  the  attention 
of  this  department  to  an  advertisement  published  in  the  New  York  World,  of  the  29th 
ultimo,  by  Don  Louis  Arroyo,  in  which  that  person  gives  notice  that  shippers  to  Mexi- 
can ports  must  have  their  invoices  and  manifests  attested  by  him,  as  consul  of  the 
Mexican  empire,  in  the  city  of  New  York. 

In  reply,  I  have  to  state  that  this  department  is  not  aware  of  any  law  of  the  United 
States  which  forbids  a  person  claiming  to  be  a  consul  of  a  foreign  power  from  making 
on  his  own  responsibility  a  publication  of  tbe  character  to  which  you  refer. 

It  cannot  be  necessary  for  me  to  repeat  what  has  uniformly  been  said  by  this  gov- 
ernment in  all  its  official  correspondence,  that  no  other  than  the  republican  government 
in  Mexico  has  been  recognized  by  the  United  States.  You  are  aware,  however,  that 
the  party  in  arms  against  that  government  is,  and  for  some  time  past  has  been,  in  pos- 
session of  some,  at  least,  of  the  ports  of  Mexico.  That  possession  carries  with  it,  for 
the  time  being,  a  power  to  prescribe  the  terms  upon  which  foreign  commerce  may  be 
carried  on  with  those  ports.  If,  as  is  presumed  to  be  the  case,  one  of  those  conditions 
is,  that  the  invoices  and  manifests  of  vessels  from  abroad,  bound  to  those  ports,  must  be 
certified  by  a  commercialagen  t  of  the  party  in  possession,  residing  in  the  port  of  the  foreign 
conntry  from  which  the  vessel  may  proceed,  it  is  not  perceived  what  effective  measures 
this  government  could  properly  take  in  the  premises.  Such  a  commercial  agent  can 
perform  no  consular  act  relating  to  the  affairs  of  his  countrymen  in  the  United  States. 
To  prohibit  him  from  attesting  invoices  and  manifests,  under  the  circumstances  re- 
ferred to,  would  be  tantamount  to  an  iaterdiction  of  trade  between  the  United  States 
and  those  Mexican  ports  which  are  not  in  possession  of  the  republican  government  of 
that  conntry.  The  consuls  of  the  United  States  in  Mexico,  who  have  their  exequaturs 
from  that  government  only,  themselves  discharge  duties  as  commercial  agents  in  the 
ports  which  are  not  under  the  control  of  that  government  in  all  respects  like  those 
which  the  person  Arroyo,  in  the  same  way  and  to  the  same  extent,  claims  to  do  at  New 
York  in  respect  to  said  ports. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  offer  to  you,  sir,  renewed  assurances  of  my  high 
consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Sefior  Don  Matias  Romero,  cjc,  cfc,  .|c 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Bigelow, 
(H.  Ex.  Doc.  20,  39th  Cong.,  1st  seas.,  p.  7.) 

[Extraot.] 

No.  300.]  Department  of  State, 

Washingtaiif  November  6, 1865. 
My  Dear  Sir:  •  •••##• 

I  will  proceed  to  discuss  the  subject,  and  leave  yon  to  present  the  opinions  of  the 
President  to  such  extent  and  in  such  manner  as  your  own  views  of  propriety  shall 
suggest.  The  President  feels  himself  bound  to  adhere  to  the  opinion  set  forth  in  my 
dispatch  No.  259,  which  has,  as  we  understand,  been  already  read  to  Mr.  Drouyn  de 
FHuys.  The  presence  and  operations  of  a  French  army  in  Mexico,  and  its  maintenance 
of  an  authority  there  resting  upon  force  and  not  the  free  will  of  the  people  of  Mexico, 
is  a  cause  of  serious  concern  to  the  United  States.  Nevertheless,  the  objection  of  the 
United  States  is  still  broader,  and  includes  the  authority  itself  which  the  French  army 
is  thus  maintaining.  That  authority  is  in  direct  antagonism  to  tbe  policy  of  this  gov- 
ernment and  the  principle  upon  which  it  is  founded. 

Every  day's  experience  ox  its  operations  only  adds  some  new  confirmation  of  the 
justice  of  the  views  which  this  government  expressed  at  the  time  the  attempt  to  insti- 
tute that  authority  first  became  known.  The  United  States  have  hitherto  practiced 
the  utmost  frankness  on  that  subject. 

They  still  regard  the  effort  to  establish  permanently  a  foreign  and  imperial  govern- 
ment in  Mexico  as  disallowable  and  impracticable.  For  these  reasons  they  could  not 
now  agree  to  compromise  the  position  they  have  heretofore  assumed.  They  are  not 
prepared  to  recognize,  or  to  pledge  themselves  hereafter  to  recognize,  any  political 
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« 

institutions  in  Mexico  wbich  are  in  opposition  to  the  republican  government  with 
'which  we  have  so  long  and  so  constantly  maintained  relations  of  amity  and  friend- 
ship. I  need  hardly  repeat  my  past  assurances  of  our  sincere  desire  to  preserve  oar 
inherited  relations  of  friendship  with  France.  This  desire  greatly  increases  our  regret 
that  no  communications,  formal  or  informal,  which  have  been  received  from  the  gov- 
ernment of  that  countrv  seem  to  justify  us  in  expecting  that  France  is  likely  soon  to 
be  ready  to  remove,  as  iar  as  may  depend  upon  her,  the  cause  of  our  deep  concern  for 
the  harmony  of  the  two  nations. 

The  suggestion  which  you  make  of  a  willingness  on  the  part  of  France  to  propose  a 
revision  of  the  commercial  relations  between  the  two  countries  is  not  regarded'  a» 
having  emanated  from  the  government  of  the  empire.  However  that  may  be,  it  i» 
hardly  necessary  to  say  that  we  should  not  be  dwelling  so  earnestly  upon  the  branch 
of  political  relations  if  it  had  not  been  our  conviction  that  those  relations  at  the  pres- 
ent moment  supersede  those  of  commerce  in  the  consideration  of  the  American  people. 
Believe  me  to  be  always  faithfully,  yours, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

John  Bigelow,  Esq.,  «fc.,  <fc,  ifc 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  BUjdow. 

(H.  Ex.  Doc.  20,  39th  Cong.,  Ist  sess.,  p.  8.) 

No.  332.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  December  16,  1865. 

Sir  :  Your  dispatch  of  November  30,  No.  209,  was  duly  received,  and  it  has  been 
submitted  to  the  President. 

Your  proceeding  in  reading  my  dispatch  No.  300  to  Mr.  Drouyn  de  I'Huys  is  ap- 
proved. The  general  tenor  of  the  remarks  made  by  you  to  the  minister  of  foreign 
affairs  on  that  occasion  is  likewise  approved.  It  is  not  the  executive  department  of 
this  government  alone  which  is  interested  and  concerned  in  the  (question  whether  the 
present  condition  of  things  shall  be  continued  in  Mexico.  The  mterest  is  a  national 
one,  and  in  every  event  Congress,  which  is  now  in  session,  is  authorized  by  the  Con- 
stitution and  is  entitled  to  direct  by  law  the  action  of  the  United  States  in  regard  to 
that  important  subject. 

It  has  been  the  President's  purpose  that  France  should  be  respectfully  informed  upon 
two  points,  namely : 

First.  That  the  United  States  earnestly  desire  to  continue  and  to  cultivate  sincere 
friendship  with  France. 

Second.  That  this  policy  would  be  brought  into  imminent  jeopardy,  unless  France 
could  deem  it  consistent  with  her  interest  and  honor  to  desist  from  the  prosecution  of 
armed  intervention  in  Mexico  to  overthrow  the  domestic  republican  government  ex- 
isting there,  and  to  establish  upon  its  ruins  the  foreign  monarchy  which  has  been 
attempted  to  be  inaugurated  in  the  capital  of  that  country. 

In  answer  to  an  exposition  of  our  views  which  was  thus  made,  the  suggestion  was 
offered  to  you  by  Mr.  Drouyn  de  THuys  that  the  government  of  the  United  States 
might  favor  the  express  desire  of  the  Emperor  to  withdraw  from  Mexico,  by  giving  to 
him  some  formal  assurance  that  in  the  event  of  his  withdrawal  this  government  would 
recognize  the  institution  of  Maximilian  in  Mexico  as  de  facto  a  political  power. 

It  was  my  desire,  in  framing  the  dispatch  No.  300,  to  express  m  behalf  of  the  United 
States  a  decision  that  the  recognition  which  the  Emperor  had  thus  suggested  oaanot 
be  made,  and  to  assign,  byway  of  explanation,  the  grounds  upon  which  that  decision 
was  based.  I  have  carefully  considered  the  arguments  against  that  decision  which 
were  presented  to  you  by  Mr.  Drouyn  de  I'Huys  in  the  interview  referred  to,  and  I  do 
not  find  in  them  any  sufficient  reasons  for  modifying  the  views  which  the  United  States 
have  expressed. 

It  remains  now  only  to  make  known  to  Mr.  Drouyn  de  PHuys  my  profound  regret 
that  he  has  thought  it  his  doty  do  leave  the  subject,  in  his  conversation  with  you,  in 
a  condition  that  does  not  authorize  an  expectation  on  our  part  that  a  satisfactory  ad- 
justment of  the  case  can  be  effected  on  any  basis  that  thus  far  has  been  diacasaed. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

John  Bigelow,  Esq.,  4c.,  <^'c.,  <fc. 
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The  Marquis  de  Montholon  to  Mr,  Seteard. 
(H.  Ex.  Doc.  20,  39th  CoDg.,  Ist  seas.,  p.  9.) 

[  Translation.  1  ^ 

Washington,  November  29,  1865. 

My  Dear  Sib  :  Conforming  to  the  desire  yon  expressed  to  me,  I  send  you  herewith 
a  copy  and  translation  of  Mr.  Dronyn  de  THuys's  dispatch,  the  contents  of  which  I 
have  had  the  honor  to  read  to  you. 
With  the  highest  regards,  I  remain,  my  dear  sir,  respectfully,  yours, 

MONTHOLON. 
Hod,  W.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  <J-c.,  4*c.,  <fc. 


Monsieur  Drouyn  de  VHuys  to  the  Marquis  de  Montholon, — (Confidential.) 

[Translation.] 
MiNISTRE   DES  AFFAIRES   I^TRANCiERBS, 

PanSf  October  1«,  18(55. 

Monsieur  le  Marquis  :  I  have  taken  several  occasions  sioce  two  months  to  advise 
you  of  the  dispositions  of  the  imperial  government  concerning  the  duration  of  the  oc- 
cupation) of  Mexico  by  the  French  troops.  I  told  yon  in  my  dispatch  of  August  17 
that  we  called  with  our  most  sincere  wishes  for  the  day  when  the  last  French  soldier 
should  leave  the  country,  and  that  the  cabinet  of  Washington  could  contribute  to 
hasten  that  moment.  On  the  2d  of  September  I  renewed  to  you  the  assurance  of  our 
strong  desire  to  withdraw  our  auxiliary  corps  so  soon  as  circumstances  should  allow  it. 
At  last,  following  the  same  ideas  more  fully,  in  a  private  letter  of  the  10th  of  the  same 
month  I  added  that  it  greatly  depended  upon  the  United  States  to  facilitate  the  de- 
parture of  our  troops.  If  they  would  adopt  toward  the  Mexican  Government  an  ami- 
cable attitude  which  would  aid  to  the  consolidation  of  order,  and  in  which  we  could 
find  motives  of  security  for  the  interests  which  obliged  us  to  carry  arms  beyond  the 
Atlantic,  we  would  be  ready  to  adopt  without  delay  the  bases  of  an  understanding  on 
this  subject  with  the  cabinet  of  Washington ;  and  1  wish  to  make  fully  known  to  you 
now  the  views  of  the  government  of  His  Migesty. 

What  we  ask  of  the  United  States  is  to  be  assured  that  their  intention  is  not  to  im- 
pede the  consolidation  of  the  new  order  of  things  founded  in  Mexico ;  and  the  best 
guarantee  we  could  receive  of  their  intention  would  be  the  recognition  of  the  Emperor 
[aximilian  by  the  Federal  Covernment. 

The  American  Union  should  not,  it  seems  to  us,  be  kept  back  by  the  difference  of 
institutions,  for  the  United  States  have  official  intercourse  with  all  the  monarchies  of 
Europe  and  of  the  New  World.  It  is  in  conformity  with  their  own  principles  of  public 
law  to  regard  the  monarchy  established  in  Mexico  as  being,  at  least,  a  government  ^^de 
facto^^^  without  particular  regard  to  its  nature  or  its  origin,  which  has  been  consecrated 
by  the  sufirafle  of  the  people  of  that  country;  and  in  thus  acting  the  cabinet  of  Wash- 
ington would  only  be  inspired  with  the  same  feelings  of  sympathy  which  President 
Johnson  expressed  recently  to  the  envoy  of  Brazil,  as  guiding  the  policy  of  the  United 
States  toward  the  younger  state»  of  the  American  continent. 

Mexico,  it  is  true,  is  still  occupied  at  this  moment  by  the  French  army,  and  we  can 
readily  see  that  this  objection  will  arise.  But  the  acknowledgment  of  the  Emperor 
Maximilian  by  the  United  States  would,  in  our  opinion,  have  sufficient  influence  upon 
the  state  of  the  country  to  allow  us  to  take  in  consideration  their  susceptibilities  on 
tbis  subject;  and  should  the  cabinet  of  Washington  decide  to  open  diplomatic  rela- 
tions with  the  court  of  Mexico,  we  would  see  no  difficulty  to  enter  in  arrangement  for 
the  recall  of  our  troops  within  a  reasonable  period  of  which  we  would — might  consent 
to  fix  the  termination. 

In  consequence  of  the  vicinage  and  immense  extent  of  the  common  frontier,  the 
United  States  are,  more  than  any  other  power,  interested  to  see  their  trade  with  Mexico 
placed  under  the  safeguard  of  stipulations  in  harmony  with  the  mutual  wants  of  both 
countries.  We  would  most  readily  offer  our  good  offices  to  facilitate  the  conclusion  of 
a  commercial  treaty,  thereby  cementing  the  political  ^^  rapprochement,''  the  bases  of 
which  I  have  just  made  known  to  you. 

By  order  of  the  Emperor,  I  invite  you  to  make  known  to  Mr.  Seward  the  dispositions 
of  His  Majesty's  Government. 

You  are  authorized,  if  you  think  it  proper,  to  read  him  the  contents  of  this  dispatch. 
I  remain, 

DEOUYN  DE  L'HUYS. 

The  Marquis  DE  Montholon,  cfc,  t^r.,  «|c 


\ 
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Mr,  Setvard  to  the  AlarquU  dc  Montholon, 

(H.  Ex.  Doc.  20,  39tb  Cong.,  Ist  seas.,  p.  10.) 

Department  op  State, 

Washington f  December  6,  1865. 

Sir  :  Having  luade  known  to  the  President  the  Emperor's  views  on  Mexican  affaii^s 
which  yon  communicated  to  me  on  the  29th  ultimo,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  inform  yon 
of  the  disposition  of  this  government  in  regard  to  the  same  snbjt^ct.  It  seems  proper, 
however,  for  me  to  say,  in  the  first  place,  that  what  I  have  to  communicate  has  been 
already  fully  made  known  to  Mr.  Bigelow,  with  authority,  in  his  discretion,  to  impart 
the  same  to  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhnys. 

The  effect  of  the  Emperor's  suggestions  when  they  are  reduced  to  a  practical  shape 
seems  to  be  this :  that  France  is  willing  to  retire  from  Mexico  as  soon  as  she  may,  but 
that  it  would  be  inconvenient  for  her  without  first  receiving  from  the  United  States  an 
assurance  of  friendly  or  tolerant  disposition  to  the  power  which  has  assumed  to  itself 
an  imperial  form  in  the  capital  city  of  Mexico.  The  President  is  gratified  with  the 
assurance  yon  have  thus  given  of  the  Emperor's  good  disposition.  I  regret,  however, 
to  be  obliged  to  say  that  the  condition  the  Emperor  suggests  is  one  which  seems  quite 
impracticable. 

It  is  true,  indeed,  that  the  presence  of  foreign  armies  in  an  adjacent  country  could 
not,  under  any  circumstances,  but  cause  uneasiness  and  anxiety  on  the  part  of  this  gov- 
ernment. It  creates  for  us  expenses  which  are  inconvenient,  not  to  speak  of  dangers 
of  collision.  Nevertheless,  I  cannot  but  infer  from  the  tenor  of  your  communication 
that  the  principal  cause  of  the  discontent  prevailing  in  the  United  States  in  regard  to 
Mexico  is  not  fully  apprehended  by  the  Emperor's  government.  The  chief  cause  is  not 
that  there  is  a  foreign  army  in  Mexico ;  much  less  does  that  discontent  arise  from  the 
circumstances  that  that  foreign  arm>  is  a  French  one.  We  recognize  the  right  of  sov- 
ereign nations  to  carry  on  war  with  each  other  if  they  do  not  invade  our  rignt  or  men- 
ace our  safety  or  just  influence.  The  real  cause  of  our  national  discontent  is,  that  the 
French  army  which  is  now  in  Mexico  is  invading  a  domestic  republican  government 
there  which  was  established  by  her  people,  and  with  whom  the  United  States  sympa- 
thize most  profoundly,  for  the  avowed  pur]K>se  of  suppressing  it  and  establishing  upon 
its  ruins  a  foreign  monarchical  government  whose  presence  there,  so  lon^  as  it  should 
endure,  could  not  but  be  regarded  by  the  people  of  the  United  States  as  injurious  and 
menacing  to  their  own  chosen  and  endeared  republican  institutions. 

I  admit  that  the  United  States  do  not  feel  themselves  called  upon  to  make  a  war  of 
propagandism  throughout  the  world,  or  even  on  this  continent,  in  the  republican  cause. 
We  have  sufficient  faith  in  the  eventual  success  of  that  cause  on  this  continent,  through 
the  operation  of  existing  material  and  moral  causes,  to  induce  ns  to  acquiesce  in  toe 
condition  of  things  which  we  found  existing  here,  while  our  own  republic  was  receiving 
its  shape  and  development.  On  the  other  nand,  we  have  constantly  maintained,  and 
still  feel  bound  to  maintain,  that  the  people  of  every  State  on  the  American  continent 
have  a  right  to  secure  for  themselves  a  republican  government,  if  they  choose,  and 
that  InteriTerence  by  foreign  states  to  prevent  the  enjoyment  of  such  institutions  de- 
liberately established  is  wrongful,  and,  in  ifs  efifect<s,  antaffonistical  to  the  free  and 
popular  form  of  government  existing  in  the  Unitecl  States.  We  should  think  it  wrong 
as  well  as  unwise  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to  attempt  to  subvert  by  force  mo- 
narchical governments  in  Europe  for  the  purpose  of  replacing  them  with  republican  in- 
stitutions. It  seems  to  us  equally  objectionable  that  European  states  should  forcibly 
intervene  in  states  situated  on  this  continent  to  overthrow  republican  institutions  and 
replace  them  with  monarchies  or  empires. 

Having  thus  frankly  stated  our  position,  I  leave  the  question  for  the  consideration 
of  France,  sincerely  hoping  that  that  great  nation  may  find  it  compatible  with  its 
best  interests  and  its  high  honor  to  withdraw  from  its  aggressive  attitude  in  Mexico, 
within  some  convenient  and  reasonable  time,  and  thus  leave  the  people  of  that  coun- 
try to  the  free  enjoyment  of  the  system  of  republican  government  which  they  have 
established  for  themselves,  and  of  their  adherence  to  which  they  have  given  what 
seems  to  the  United  States  to  be  decisive  and  conclusive,  as  well  as  very  touching, 
proofs.  I  am,  sir,  the  more  inclined  to  hope  for  such  a  solution  of  the  difficulty  for 
the  reason  that  when  at  any  time  within  the  last  four  years  the  question  has  been 
asked  of  any  American  statesman,  or  even  of  any  American  citizen,  what  country  in 
Europe  was  the  one  which  was  least  likely  to  experience  an  alienation  of  the  friend- 
ship of  the  United  States,  the  answer  was  properly  given  :  France.  Friendship  with 
France  has  always  beed  deemed  important  and  peculiarly  agreeable  by  the  American 
people.  Every  American  citizen  deems  it  no  less  important  and  desirable  for  the  f  ntnre 
than  for  the  past. 

The  President  will  be  pleased  to  be  informed  of  the  reception  which  the  Emperor 
gives  to  the  suggestions  which  I  have  now  made. 

Accept,  sir,  the  renewed  aaa>iTaiie«&  of  my  verv  high  consideration. 
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Mr,  Setpard  to  Mr,  Foster, 
(Foreign  Relations,  1877,  p.  403.) 

Department  of  State, 
W^ashingionf  May  16,  1877. 

Sir:  Your  dispatches  Nos.  528,  529,  and  530,  as  well  as  your  unofficial  and  confiden- 
tial letter  of  April  28,  and  your  telegram  of  May  7,  have  been  received  and  carefully 
considered.    They  present  clearly  the  extraordinary  condition  of  affairs  in  Mexico. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  in  its  dealings  with  the  Mexican  Republic  has 
aimed  to  pursue  not  merely  a  just  but  a  generous  and  friendly  course.  While  earnest 
to  suard  and  protect  the  rights  of  its  own  citizens  and  the  safety  of  its  own  territory, 
it  does  not  seek  to  intervene  in  political  contests  or  changes  of  administration.  It  ia 
accustomed  to  accept  and  recognize  the  results  of  a  popular  choice  in  Mexico,  and  not 
to  scrutinize  closely  the  regularity  or  irregularity  of  the  methods  by  which  presidents 
are  inaugurated.  In  the  present  case  it  waits  before  recognizing  Q«neral  Diaz  as  the 
President  of  Mexico  until  it  shall  be  assured  that  his  election  is  approved  by  the 
Mexican  people,  and  that  his  administration  is  possessed  of  stability  to  endure  and  of 
disposition  to  comply  with  the  rules  of  international  comity  and  the  obligutious  of 
treaties. 

Such  recognition,  if  accorded,  would  imply  something  more  than  a  mere  formal 
assent.  It  would  imply  a  belief  that  the  government  so  recognized  will  faitlifully 
execute  its  duties  and  observe  the  spirit  of  its  treaties.  The  recognition  of  a  Presi- 
dent in  Mexico  by  the  United  States  has  au  important  moral  influence  which,  as  yon 
explain,  is  appreciated  at  the  capital  of  that  republic.  It  aids  to  strengthen  t  he  power 
and  lengthen  the  tenure  of  the  incumbent,  and  if,  as  you  say,  the  example  of  the  United 
States  in  that  regard  is  one  that  other  nations  are  disposed  to  follow,  such  recogni- 
tion would  not  be  without  effect,  both  upon  the  internal  and  the  external  pence  of 
Mexico.  You  justly  remark,  that  in  fifty  years  there  have  been  about  sixty  changes 
of  administration  m  Mexico,  and  it  may  be  added  that  those  administrations  have 
been  longest  lived  that  were  most  faithful  and  friendly  in  the  discharge  of  their  treaty 
obligations  to  the  United  States. 

when  the  recent  revolution  resulted  in  placing  General  Diaz  In  the  position  of  chief 
magistrate,  this  government  learned  with  satisfaction  that  he  was  desirous  that  the 
obligations  of  Mexico,  under  the  treaty  of  July  4, 1868,  between  the  two  countries^ 
should  be  faithfully  observed,  and  that  he  had  accordingly  sanctioned  the  prompt 
pavment  of  the  installment  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  five  hundred  and  one 
dollars  in  gold. 

But  it  is  a  subject  of  ^ave  regret  that  in  other  respects  the  customs  of  friendly 
intercourse  and  the  obligations  of  treaties  have  been  neglected,  disregarded,  or  vio- 
lated. Doubtless,  in  many  cases,  the  central  government  was  powerless  to  prevent 
these  infractions.  But  they  are  such  as  this  government  cannot  allow  to  pass  without 
remonstrance,  nor  withoiit  insisting  that  it  is  the  duty  of  a  friendly  power  to  use  the 
means  at  its  disposal  to  check  or  repress  them.  There  have  been  raids  and  depreda- 
tions upon  the  Texan  frontier;  theft,  murder,  arson,  and  plunder;  violation  of  post- 
offices  and  custom-houses;  incursions  by  armed  men  to  destroy  life  or  property;  cattle- 
stealing  has  become  a  profitable  occupation;  military  officials  posted  to  protect  the 
frontier  are  said  to  have  protected  the  robbers;  forced  loans  have  been  demaihded,  and 
American  citizens  have  been  compelled  to  submit  to  unjust  and  unequal  exactions. 
Within  the  past  few  weeks  the  guides  of  an  American  commander  have  been  seized 
and  carried  into  the  interior,  with  threats  of  summary  execution;  and  a  consul  of  the 
United  States,  in  gross  violation  of  international  comity,  has  been  imprisoned.  For 
each  and  all  of  these  acts,  many  of  them  committed,  if  not  with  the  sanction,  at  least 
in  the  name  of  the  Government  of  Mexico,  not  one  single  man,  so  far  as  is  known  to 
this  government,  has  been  punished. 

It  is  not  difficult  to  believe  that  General  Diaz  and  his  minister  of  foreign  affairs 
earnestly  desire  friendly  relations  and  recognition  on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
and  it  is  gratifying  to  receive  the  assurances  unofficially  made  through  you  that  they 
are  disposed  to  adjust  and  rectify  threse  complaints  and  grievances,  and  are  not  unwill- 
ing to  consent  to  some  arrangement  for  concerted  action  between  the  military  com- 
manders of  the  two  countries  on  the  frontier  for  the  preservation  of  peace  and  order 
and  the  protection  of  life  and  property.  It  is  natural  that  Mexican  statesmen  should 
urge  upon  you  the  argument  that  the  restoration  of  official  relations  between  the  two 
governments  would  open  the  way  toward  such  an  adjastment.  But  it  is  natural,  on 
the  other  hand,  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  should  be  disposed  to  be- 
lieve that  some  guarantee  of  such  an  arrangement  should  l^e  made  the  condition  prece- 
dent to  any  recognition,  rather  than  to  trust  to  the  possibility  that  it  may  ultimately 
follow. 

In  continuing  your  present  unofficial  and  informal  communications  with  the  Mexi- 
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ican  Govern  raeDt  you  may  present  these  views,  in  whole  or  in  part,  at  your  own  discre- 
tion, not  failing,  however,  to  let  it  be  clearly  understood  that  while  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  seeks  amity  and  cordial  relations  with  their  sister  republic,  they 
prefer  to  await  some  evidence  that  their  friendship  will  be  reciprocated. 
I  am,  Sec, 

F.  W.  SEWARD. 


Mr,  Foster  to  Mr,  Evarts. 

(Foreign  Relations,  1877,  p.  410.) 

Legation  of  thk  United  States, 

Mexico,  June  20,  1877. 

Sir  :  Yesterday  afternoon  I  called,  by  appointment,  at  the  foreign  office  (having  been 
unable  on  the  day  previous  to  tind  the  minister  in'  the  department)  and  read  to  'Mr. 
Vallarta  the  greater  portion  of  Mr.  Seward's  dispatch  No.  390,  of  the  16th  ultimo,  on 
the  snbiect  of  the  recognition  of  the  government  of  General  Diaz^  After  the  reading 
a  lengtny  conversation  followed.  Mr.  Vallarta  insisted  that  the  government  of  Gen- 
eral Diaz  possessed  all  the  conditions  of  recognition  required  by  international  law  and 
the  practice  of  nations,  and  as  a  proof  of  this  cited  the  fact  that  the  European  powers 
represented  in  Mexico  as  well  as  Central  American  republics  had  already  recognized 
the  present  government,  leaving  the  United  States  in  a  singular  and  independent  XK)6i- 
tion,  which  he  sought  to  explain  by  the  unfriendly  attitude  of  the  administration  of 
President  Hayes.  He  claimed  that  the  present  Government  of  Mexico  had  manifested 
even^  possible  disposition  to  comply  with  the  obligations  of  treaty  and  comity  toward 
the  United  States ;  that  it  had  promptly  paid  the  hrst  installment  on  the  Mexico  claims 
awards  under  the  most  difficult  circumstances;  and  that  it  had  held  itself  ready  to  give 
all  reasonable  guarantees  for  the  preservation  of  peace  on  the  frontier  and  for  the  pro- 
tection of  American  interests  in  Mexico ;  but,  as  he  (Mr.  Vallarta)  had  stated  to  me  on 
other  occasions,  the  adjustment  of  these  questions  would  properly  follow  recognition, 
esnecially  where  they  required  treaty  stipulations. 

Mr.  Vallarta  expressed  regret  that  there  had  been  an  apparent  change  in  the  policy 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  with  the  advent  uf  the  new  administration  ; 
that  Mr.  Fish  had  interposed  no  objection  to  the  receipt  of  the  claims  installment 
from  the  de  facto  government,  and  there  appeared  to  have  been  good  reason  to  believe 
that  with  the  inauguration  of  General  Diaz  as  constitutional  president,  he  would  be 
recognized  as  such  by  the  United  States  as  he  had  been  by  the  European  nations.  He 
claimed  to  have  had  private  advices  from  New  York  and  Washington  that  the  present 
administration  had  been  operated  upon  by  the  machinations  of  Ex-President  Lerdo 
and  certain  American  gentlemen  who  nad  personal  and  sinister  purposes  to  accomplish, 
and  that  it  had  yielded  too  readily  to  the  representations  of  General  Ord,  who  was  an 
annexationist  and  seeking  to  precipitate  a  war  between  the  two  countries. 

Mr.  Vallarta  then  referred  with  much  feelingtotheorder  of  June  1  of  the  Secretary 
of  War  to  General  Sherman,  containing  the  instructions  to  General  Ord.  He  said  that 
when  the  snbstance  of  the  order  was  telegraphed  to  the  government  here  it  refused  to 
believe  that  it  was  true,  because  it  could  not  comprehend  that  the  United  States  would 
manifest  such  a  hostile  and  aggressive  attitude  toward  Mexico,  especially  without  any 
previous  notice  of  its  intention.  The  government  therefore  awaited  the  arrival  of  the 
mail  with  much  interest,  hoping  to  be  advised  that  the  telegraphic  account  was  un- 
true or  exaggerated.  But  by  this  medium  the  hostile  attitude  of  the  government  at 
Waehington  was  fully  confirmed.  He  said  that  in  discharge  of  a  solemn  duty,  the 
Mexican  secretary  of  war  had  issued  orders  to  General  Trevino  and  the  northern  divis- 
ion of  the  army  to  repair  at  once  to  the  frontier  of  the  Rio  Grande,  and  then  gave  me 
the  instructions  embraced  in  said  order.  He  hoped  for  the  preservation  of  peace,  and 
General  Treviflo  wae  instructed  to  exert  himself  to  maintain  it,  but  if  the  orders  to 
General  Ord  were  carried  out  and  Mexican  territojpy  were  violated,  the  consequences 
might  be  of  the  gravest  character.  Mr.  Vallarta  said  that  Secretary  McCrary  in  his  or- 
der to  General  Sherman  had  disregarded  all  the  rules  of  international  law  and  the  prac- 
tices of  civilized  nations,  and  treated  the  Mexicans  as  savages,  as  Kaffirs  of  Africa;  that 
an  absolute  declaration  of  war  would  have  been  more  considerate,  as  the  national 
honor  and  the  sovereign  rights  of  the  republic  would  not  in  that  way  have  been  so 
completely  disregarded. 

If  through  diplomatic  channels  notice  had  been  given  to  Mexico  of  an  ultimatum 
regarding  the  frontier,  and  it  had  then  neglected  to  render  satisfaction  to  the  United 
States,  there  might  be  occasion  to  consider  the  propriety  of  issuing  orders  such  as 
those  given  to  General  Ord;  but,  in  the  manner  in  which  the  orders  had  been  issued, 
the  cabinet  at  Washington  had  sought  to  place  Mexico  beyond  the  pale  of  civilized 
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nations.  The  government,  be  said,  had  last  received  intelligence  from  General  TreviQo 
that,  upon  the  invitation  of  General  Ord,  he  bad  gone  to  the  frontier  to  hold  a  confer- 
ence with  him,  and  that  General  Trevifio  had  been  advised  of  the  desire  of  the  gov- 
ernment that  he  shonld  co-operate  vrith  the  American  troops  in  suppressing  the  raids, 
but  that  it  would  never  permit  its  territory  to  be  violated  by  American  tupops  in  the 
manner  indicated  in  the  order  of  Secretary  McCrary,  without  repelling  them  by  force 
of  arms.  No  government  could  stand  iu  Mexico  for  a  moment  against  the  popular 
indignation,  if  it  did  not  assume  this  attitude. 

I  answered  Mr.  Yallarta  that  so  fara«  recognition  was  concerned,  every  nation  must 
be  its  own  Judge  as  to  the  time  and  manner  of  accepting  a  new  and  revolutionary 
government  as  the  only  representative  of  the  people  over  whom  it  claimed  to  be  estab^ 
lished. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  in  the  dispatch  which  I  had  just  read,  bad  confirmed  the 
assurance  which  I  gave  him  months  ago,  that  the  United  States  did  not  seek  to  inter- 
vene in  the  internal  politics  of  Mexico ;  but  he  had  also  expressed  the  deep  interest 
which  the  United  States  felt  in  the  stability  of  whatever  government  it  might  recog- 
nize in  this  republic,  and  the  desire  it  had  to  know  of  its  ability  and  its  disposition  to 
comply  with  its  international  obligations  both  on  the  frontier  and  toward  American 
citizens  and  interests  within  thecountry. 

The  position  of  the  United  States  toward  Mexico  was  very  different  from  that  of  the 
European  nations  which  had  recognized  General  Diaz.  We  have  a  long  line  of  coter- 
minous territory,  the  peace  and  order  of  which  is  very  intimately  connected  with  the 
internal  character  of  the  Government  of  Mexico.  The  adjoining  coasts  on  both  oceans 
cause  our  commercial  relations  and  social  intercourse  to  be  more  seriously  affected  by 
the  violent  changes  of  its  administrations  than  those  of  European  nations.  The  inter- 
ests of  American  citizens  in  Mexico  are  more  important.  Our  treaties  are  more  numer- 
ous, and  embrace  a  greater  variety  of  obligations. 

For  these  and  other  reasons  not  experienced  by  European  nations  the  United  States 
are  interested  in  knowing  the  spirit  which  animates  and  the  stability  which  is  likely 
to  attend  any  new  government  in  this  country. 

If  the  government  of  General  Diaz  has  not  up  to  the  present  time  been  recognized  by 
that  of  the  United  States,  it  is  owing  to  its  own  neglect  of  plain  duties.  Mr.  Yatlarta 
will  remember  that  six  months  ago,  soon  after  entering  the  foreign  office,  I  called  his. 
attention  to  the  critical  condition  of  affairs  on  the  Kio  Grande  frontier,  and  stated  that 
they  more  seriously  threatened  the  peace  of  the  two  countries  than  any  and  all  other 
mattei*8.  I  referred  to  the  raids  into  Texas  by  Mexican  banditti,  the  ravages  of  the 
Indians,  and  the  annoyance  of  the  '^  Zona  Libre.'' 

There  had  been  no  change  of  policy  on  the  part  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  with  the  change  of  administration,  as  he  (Mr.  Yallarta)  unjustly,  and  I  thought 
inconsiderately,  asserted. 

The  receipt  by  Mr.  Fish  of  the  tirst  installment  of  the  claims-award  could  not  be 
cited  as  any  indication  of  the  intention  of  my  government  to  recognize  that  of  General 
Diaz,  as  Mr.  Yallarta  would  remember  that  it  was  expressly  understood  between  us 
before  the  commissioner  left  Mexico  to  make  the  payment  that  its  receipt  was  not  to 
involve  the  question  of  recognition  in  any  manner.  The  records  of  the  Mexican  for- 
eign office  will  show  that  the  present  policy  of  my  government  as  to  the  frontier  is 
the  same  as  that  assumed  or  foreshadowed  during  all  my  residence  in  Mexico.  Early  in 
March  last  I  conveyed  to  him  the  contents  of  a  dispatch  from  Mr.  Fish,  in  which  the 
impression  was  expressed  that  the  United  States,  prior  to  deciding  in  favor  of  official 
recognition  of  the  Diaz  government,  would  expect  that  efficient  measures  would  be 
taken  toward  checking  inroads  into  thetr  States  and  territories,  and  toward  the  repeal 
of  the  ^'  Zona  Libre."  (See  department  dispatch  No.  370.)  I  have  lost  no  opportunity 
iu  the  past  six  months  to  bring  the  subject  of  the  Texas  border  to  his  (Mr.  Yallarta's) 
attention.  I  have  been  assured  of  the  good  intentions  of  General  Diaz's  government^ 
but  up  to  date  of  the  order  of  Secretary  McCrary  absolutely  nothing  had  been  done  in 
that  direction,  bo  far  as  I  was  informed. 

Referring  to  Mr.  Yallarta's  remark  concerning  the  influence  and  motives  which  caused 
the  issuance  of  the  order  of  Secretary  McCrary,  and  the  interpretation  which  he  placed 
npon  the  order,  I  expressed  my  regret  in  seeing  that  Mr.  Yallarta  partook  so  fully  of 
the  popular  feeling  and  prejudice  which  was  manifesting  itself  in  the  city.  I  was 
sorry  he  should  give  so  much  consequence  to  the  rei>orte  which  reached  him  from 
the  United  States,  as  to  the  influence  which  interested  private  citizens  and  exiled 
Mexicans  had  upon  the  cabinet  at  Washington.  I  asked  him  how  he  knew  that  General 
Ord  was  an  annexationist,  and  seeking  to  precipitate  a  war.  He  said  that  such  were 
the  reports  which  he  had  received.  I  replied  that  if  they  were  official  reports  my  gov- 
ernment was  entitled  to  know  their  basis.  He  said  they  were  merely  rumors.  I  an- 
swered that  he  should  not  then  accept  them  as  facts,  without  further  inquiry.  General 
Ord,  I  said,  was  one  of  our  most  distinguished  ^nerals,  and  had  been  selected  for  the 
important  post  which  he  occupied  on  the  frontier  on  account  of  his  prudence  andahvl.- 
ity,  and  that  such  charges  against  him  were  unworthy  ot  <iCixi&v^ftx«k\Ivw!L^\\SL^5ck^V^ 
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in  wbioh  they  came.  Mr.  Vallarta  disclaimed  any  intention  t4>  charge  him  with  im- 
proner  condnct.  anfl  only  mentioned  the  ramors  as  part  of  the  current  news  conuected 
with  the  Rio  Grande. 

1  then  eutei-ed  luiu  a  ri  view  of  the  history  of  the  Rio  Grande  frontier  as  it  bad  passed 
nnder  my  ohservation  durins:  the  past  fonr  years,  noticing  the  following  points:  1st. 
The  instmction  to  General  Ord  is  not  the  annonucement  of  a  new  measure  on  the  part 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  2d.  The  depredations  of  the  past  four  years 
have  not  been  common  to  both  sides  of  the  frontier.  3d.  Mexico  has  t-aken  no  adequate 
or  vigorous  measures  to  prevent  the  depredations  or  punish  outlaws.  4th.  Mexico  has 
frequently  acknowledged  its  inability  to  discharge  its  duty  in  regard  to  the  preserva- 
tion of  peace  on  the  Rio  Grande  frontier,  giving  as  a  reason  its  internal  dissensions. 
5th.  The  instructions  to  General  Ord  are  misinterpreted  by  the  Mexican  Government; 
and  6th,  in  view  of  t  he  foregoing  facts,  the  declaration  of  the  Mexican  minister  of  war  is 
unwarranted  wherein  it  is  asserted  that  the  instructions  to  General  Ord  are  in  oontra- 
diction  with  treaties  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico,  with  the  rules  of  inter- 
national law,  and  even  with  the  practice  of  civilised  nations. 

These  points  will  be  referred  to  at  greater  length  in  a  subsequent  dispatch.    (See  my 
^iroatoh  No.  560.) 

In  connection  with  the  embarrassments  attending  border  affairs,  I  referred  to  the 
fact  that  the  governors  of  all  the  Mexican  States  on  the  Rio  Grande  were  regafded  aa 
hostile  to  the  United  States.  The  reputation  of  Governor  Canales,  of  TamauUpas,  was 
notorious  in  both  countries.  Governor  Charles,  of  Coahuila,  was  in  open  opposition  to 
the  American  o£Qcials,  as  was  evidenced  by  the  arrest'of  the  guides  of  the  American 
troops.  General  Trias,  just  elected  governor  of  Chihuahua,  in  a  recent  letter  to  a  news- 
paper of  this  city,  has,  over  his  own  signature,  manifested  his  hostile  sentiments. 

Before  taking  my  leave  of  Mr.  VaUarta  I  said  that  this  government  appeared  at  least 
to  be  awakened  to  the  importance  and  gravity  of  the  condition  of  affairs  between  the 
two  countries,  although  I  feared  not  in  the  best  temper  for  a  calm  consideration  of 
them.  ^ 

I  was  ready  to  take  all  or  any  of  the  pending  questions  up  for  examination  in  detail^ 
with  a  view  to  adjusting  them.  Mr.  Vallarta  expressed  himself  as  quite  desirous  of 
entertnff  upon  this  examination,  and  requested  that  I  should  indicate  the  subjects,  and 
solicited  suggestions  from  me. 

I  promised  to  call  to-morrow  at  the  foreign  office  and  submit  to  him  some  memo- 
randa for  his  consideration. 
I  am,  d&c, 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 


CORRESPONDENCE  COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  COMMITTEE  BY  THE  DEPARTMENT  OF  STATE. 

Mr,  Evarts  to  Mr,  Foster, 

No.  407.]  Department  of  State. 

Washington,  August  2,  1877. 

Sir  :  Your  several  dispatches  numbered  550,  552,  554,  555,  556,  557,  558.  559,  560,  and 
562,  relating  to  your  informal  interviews  with  Mr.  Vallarta,  have  been  duly  received, 
as  well  as  your  confidential  communication  in  regard  to  the  same  subject.  The  various 
suggestions  they  contain  have  been  carefully  considered. 

As  you  are  aware,  Mr.  Mata  has  arrived  in  this  city,  but  has  not  as  yet  been  received 
or  recognized  In  an  official  capacity.  At  the  informal  interviews  held  with  him  he 
has  stated  some  of  the  points  in  regard  to  which  he  would  be  empowered  to  negotiate 
a  treaty  in  case  the  government  of  General  Diaz  should  be  officially  recognized.  A 
memorandum  covering  these  points  has  been  submitted  by  him,  a  copy  of  which  is 
herewith  enclosed  for  your  information. 

Yon  will  observe  that  the  proposed  treaty  deals  only  with  the  single  question  of  the 
depredations  upon  the  border.  While  it  evinces  a  praiseworthy  and  proper  desire  to 
remove  that  cause  of  international  dispute,  the  methods  of  prevention  and  punishment 
which  it  offers  seem  neither  adequate  nor  entirely  explicit. 

No  doubt  it  will  occur  to  you,  as  it  ^ready  has  to  the  President,  that  any  stipula- 
tions that  may  be  made  in  regard  to  this  subject  must  deal  explicitly  and  clearly  with 
the  question  of  the  use  of  military  force  to  pursue  offenders  and  recapture  stolen  prop- 
erty, even  beyond  the  territorial  limits  of  the  United  States,  if  no  other  way  can  be 
found  of  checking  such  depredations. 

It  is  deemed  preferable,  however,  that  the  conference  upon  these  points,  which  must 
necessarily  precede  any  recognition  of  General  Diaz,  should  take  place  at  the  Mexican 
capital.  There  its  results  would  be  more  speedily  reached.  Here  its  progress  would 
be  retarded  by  the  tedious  delay  attendant  upon  communications  between  Mr.  Mata 
and  Mr.  Vallarta. 
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Toa  are  iimtructed,  therefore,  to  oontinne  your  unofficial  intercourse  with  Mr.  Yal- 
larta  and  to  report  from  time  to  time  as  yon  ascertain  them,  precisely  what  definite 
terms  the  government  of  General  Diaz  would  be  willing,  and  would  deem  itself  able, 
to  accede  to.  Yon  will  enter  fully  into  the  discussion  of  the  various  subjects,  the  ben- 
der raids,  the  action  of  military  commanders,  the  question  of  forced  loans,  the  claims 
for  indeinnity  in  the  ftases  of  the  United  States  consul  at  Acapulco,  the  '*  Dread- 
naught  "  and  the  *'  Montana,"  and  the  other  topics  referred  to  in  your  previous  corre- 
spondence with  the  department.  Meanwhile  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
will  reserve  its  decision  upon  the  question  of  recognizing  the  government  of  General 
Diaz,  to  await  such  information  as  it  may  receive  from  you. 

It  may  bo  said  that  the  government  of  General  Diaz  has  already  maintained  itself 
at  the  national  capital  and  in  the  adjoining  provinces  during  a  longer  period  than  the 
average  duration  of  governments  in  Mexico.  That  very  fact,  however,  may  indicate 
not  its  stability,  but  the  approach  of  the  time  of  its  overthrow.  While  the  President 
ifl  desirous  of  terminating^  as  early  as  may  be,  the  present  period  of  suspended  diplo- 
matic relatione  with  Mexico,  he  nevertheless  deems  it  essential  that  those  relations 
when  restored  shall  be  placed  upim  a  just  and  amicable  basis.  It  is  only  upon  such  a 
basis  that  they  could  be  permanent,  and  their  interruption,  if  it  should  again  occur, 
would  probably  menace  the  stability  of  the  one  government  and  the  peace  of  both. 
By  acceding  to  terms  which  will  secure  the  protection  of  the  lives  and  property  of 
American  citizens,  the  safety  of  American  ships,  and  the  security  of  American  terri- 
tory from  unlawful  depredations,  the  government  of  General  Diaz  will  give  propf  of 
its  strength  and  stability,  and  will  therefore  be  legitimately  entitled  to  be  regarded 
as  the  Government  of  the  Mexican  Republic.  But  it',  on  the  other  hand,  it  confesses 
itself  unable  or  unwilling  to  conform  to  those  international  obligations  which  must 
exist  between  established  governments  of  friendly  states,  it  would  thereby  confess  that 
it  is  not  entitled  to  be  regarded  or  recognized  as  a  sovereign  and  independent  power. 

Mr.  Mata  ban  been  informed  of  the  natnre  of  these  instructions  to  you.    Farther 
discussion  with  him  in  ref erenee  to  the  matters  in  question  will  be  postponed  for  the 
present,  and  the  department  will  await  your  oommunication  in  reply. 
1  am,  &c., 

WILLIAM  M.  EVART8. 


Mr,  Foster  to  Mr,  EmrU, 

No.  597.]  Legation  of  thf.  United  States, 

Mexico,  /September  4,  1877^ 

Sir:  In  my  No.  589  of  the  18th  ultimo^  and  in  my  unofficial  letter  of  the  19th  ultimo, 
I  advised  you  of  receipt  of  your  dispatch  No.  407  of  the  2d  ultimo,  in  which  you  refer 
back  to  me  for  negotiation  with  Mr.  Vallarta  all  the  questions  pending  between  the 
United  States  and  Mexico. 

These  matters  have  occupied  my  continuous  and  almost  undivided  attention  from 
the  receipt  of  your  dispatcn  up  to  the  present. 

During  this  time  I  have  had  one  interview  with  Geneiral  Diaz  and  six  prolonged 
conferences  with  Mr.  Vallarta.  As  in  these  conferences  all  the  important  questions 
existing  between  the  two  governments  have  been  discussed,  and  as  Mr.  Vallarta  has 
expressed  a  desire  that  his  views  should  be  fully  represented  to  you,  I  have  prepared 
extended  notes  of  the  said  interview  and  of  the  conferences,  which  I  inclose  herewith, 
and  to  which  I  solicit  your  attention. 

It  wiU  be  seen  that  the  topics  considered  in  the  conferences  embrace  the  Rio  Grande 
frontier  troubles;  Ihe  "  Zona  Libre;''  the  proper  disposition  of  the  Indians  in  Coahuila 
and  Chihuahua ;  the  rectification  of  the  boundary  of  the  Rio  Grande  or  the  recogni- 
tion of  rights  rendered  uncertain  consequent  on  the  changes  of  the  channel  of  said 
river ;  the  abolition  of  the  law  which  prevents  American  citizens  from  holding  real 
estate  in  Mexico  on  the  frontier ;  the  exemption  of  American  residents  in  Mexico  from 
forced  loans  j  the  recognition  and  adjustment  of  claims  of  Americans  arising  from  the 
Diaz  revolution  of  1871-72 ;  the  complaints  for  the  seizure  of  the  American  vessels 
Dreadnanght  and  Montana,  at  Mazatlan ;  and  the  imprisonment  of  Consul  Sutter  and 
other  outrages  at  Acapulco.  These  matters  have  already  been  referred  to  and  ex- 
plained in  my  dispatches  numbered  from  555  to  559,  inclusive. 

The  results  of  the  conferences  in  regard  to  the  Rio  Grande  frontier  troubles  and  the 
exemption  of  Americans  from  forced  loans  will  be  noticed  in  separate  dispatches.  It 
will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  fifth  conference  with  Mr.  Vallarta  that  he  states  that 
his  government  cannot  at  present  adopt  any  measures  looking  to  the  abolition  of  the 
**  Zona  Libre.''  Although  both  he  and  the  minister  of  finance,  to  whose  department  the 
snbject  s{)ecially  pertains,  regard  the  existence  of  that  zone  as  an  unconstitutional 
measure,  unjust  to  the  rest  of  the  republic  and  injurious  to  the  revenues^  «t\U^\x^^\K;^ 
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of  the  opposition  which  an  effort  for  its  abolition  would  create  against  the  government 
on  the  Rio  Grande  frontier,  it  was  not  deemed  advisable  to  attempt  its  repeal. 

The  question  of  the  proper  disposition  of  the  Indians  in  Coahuila  and  Chihuahua 
Mr.  Vallarta  desired  to  postpone  until  he  could  receive  certain  iuformation  asked  for 
by  him,  in  reference  to  Indian  depredations  in  Sonora.  I  objected  to  any  delay,  for 
the  reason  that  the  Indians  of  Coahuila  and  Chihuahua  were  iiow,  and  have  been  for 
months  past,  actively  engaged  in  murdering  and  plundering  the  citizens  of  Texas,  that 
communication  with  Sonora  was  slow  and  uncertain,  and  that  it  was  unjust  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Texas  to  wait  that  information  before  deciding  as  to  the  removal  of  the  Indians 
of  Coahuila.  (See  second  conference.)  Mr.  Vallarta  hoped  that  within  tifteen  days  he 
would  be  prepared  to  take  up  that  question.    (See  sixth  conference.) 

The  subject  of  the  changes  of  the  channel  of  the  Rio  Grande  as  affecting  the  bound- 
ary line  was,  by  mutual  agreement,  informally  passed  over  for  the  present.  (Third 
conference. 

Mr.  Vallarta  desired  also  to  postpone  the  determination  of  the  right  of  Americans  to 
hold  real  estate  in  Mexico  on  the  frontier  until  certain  difficulties  in  regard  to  own- 
ership of  real  estate  which  had  arisen  with  Guatemala  on  the  southern  frontier  should 
be  arranged.  I  objected  to  postponement  or  complication  with  the  Guatemala  negotia- 
tions ;  but  Mr.  Vallarta  insisted  upon  delay,  which  he  said  would  not  be  long.  (See 
third  and  fifth  conferences.) 

The  subject  of  the  recognition  and  adjustment  of  the  claims  of  Americans  arising 
from  the  Diaz  revolution  of  li^  1-^62  has  also  been  postponed  by  the  cabinet  of  General 
Diaz,  although  I  urged  upon  Mr.  Vallarta  a  decision  in  connection  with  the  qneetion 
of  forced  loans.    (Fifth  and  sixth  conferences.) 

Neither  was  Mr.  Vallarta  prepared  to  come  to  a  final  conclusion  on  any  of  the  com- 
plaints of  the  **  Dreadnaught,"  "  Montana,''  the  imprisonment  of  Consul  Sutter  or  other 
outrages  at  Acapulco,  for  the  reason  stated  by  him,  that  he  had  not  as  yet  received 
sufficient  information  upon  which  to  base  a  final  decision.  I  remonstrated  against  de- 
lay, because  these  occurrences  had  taken  place  from  five  to  eight  months  ago,  andsuf- 
ficient  time  had  elapsed  to  collect  the  necessary  Information.  It  will  be  observed,  how- 
ever, that  so  far  as  indicated  by  our  discussions,  Mr.  Vallarta's  views  on  these  subjects 
are  not  likely  to  conform  to  those  entortained  by  you.  It  will  also  be  noticed  that  he 
does  not  recognize  the  salute  fired  and  the  visit  made  to  the  consulate  by  the  authori- 
ties at  Acapulco,  at  the  instance  of  Admiral  Murray  in  May  last,  as  anything  but  an 
extra  official  act  of  the  local  authorities.    (See  fifth  and  sixth  conferences.) 

The  reports  of  these  conferences  I  herewith  inclose  as  a  partial  result  of  the  nego- 
tiations you  instructed  me  to  open  with  Mr.  Vallarta,  in  order  that  you  might  be  pre- 
cisely informed  what  definite  terms  the  government  of  General  Diaz  would  be  willing 
and  would  deem  itself  able  to  accede  to  on  the  questions  pending  with  the  United 
States,  with  a  view  to  determining  its  disposition  to  conform  to  its  international  obli- 
gations, and  whether  it  might  be  legitimately  entitled  to  be  regarded  a«  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Mexican  Republic.  In  connection  with  my  dispatches  by  this  mail  on  the 
subject  of  the  Rio  Grande  frontier  troubles  and  the  exemption  of  American  citizens 
from  forced  loans,  the  foregoing  review  of  the  results  of  our  conferences  will  show  that 
the  Mexican  Government  thus  far  has  not  on  a  single  question  met  your  expectations. 
No  single  question  has  been  satisfactorily  adjusted.  Several  have  been  postponed,  and 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  Mr.  Vallarta  may  yet  offer  some  acceptable  arraugemeut  of  them. 

In  closing  our  conferences  I  manifested  a  willingness  to  meet  Mr.  Vallarta  at  any 
time  that  he  was  in  possession  of  the  information  which  he  said  was  now  wanting,  or 
whenever  he  desired  to  present  new  propositions,  or  reopen  the  consideration  of  topics 
already  discussed. 

As  he  indicated  a  desire  within  a  few  days  to  present  to  me  such  propositions  in  re- 
gard to  the  frontier  troubles  as  he  thought  would  meet  my  views,  I  hope  soon  to  be 
able  to  communicate  to  you  further  information  on  that  important  question.  It  is 
possible  that  he  may  at  no  distant  day  call  up  some  of  the  other  subjects  which  he  has 
postponed. 

I  am,  &.C., 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 


Mr,  Foster  to  Mr,  Evaris. 

No.  598.]  Legation  of  the  United  State?, 

MejncOf  September  4,  1877. 

Sir  :  In  the  conferences  between  Mr.  Vallarta  and  myself,  reported  in  full  in  my  No 
597  of  this  date,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  subject  of  the  Rio  Grande  frontier  troables 
has  received  the  most  attention,  and  it  is  a  matter  of  gratification  to  note  that  we 
have  approached  more  nearly  to  an  agreement  than  on  any  other  of  the  subjects  dis- 
cassed|  although  we  have  nol'jeXi  \>^tv  «\A^  \At^«j(^h.  &n  adjustment. 
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In  onr  first  interview  Mr.  Yallarta  presented  the  project  of  treaty  submitted  to  yon 
by  Mr.  Mata  as  a  full  aud  adequate  settlement  of  the  Kio  Grande  frontier  difficulties. 
On  the  other  hand  I,  while  recognizing  many  desirable  provisions  in  the  project, 
claimed  that  it  omitted  the  most  important  and  the  essential  measure  to  secure  a  thor- 
ough  pacification  of  the  frontier  and  protection  to  life  and  property, which  was  per- 
mission for  the  reciprocal  crossing  of  the  troops  of  the  one  nation  into  the  territory  of 
the  other,  when  in  close  pursuit  of  raiders.  I  at  the  same  time  reviewed  the  his- 
tory of  the  frontier  troubles,  maintaining  that  the  experience  and  investigations  of  all 
departments  of  our  government  confirmed  the  necessity  of  this  measure.  Mr.  Yal- 
larta declined  to  accept  this  proposition,  but  agreed  to  present  the  question  to  Pres- 
ident Diaz  and  his  cabinet  for  consideration.         * 

At  our  second  conference  Mr.  Yallarta  said  that  the  frontier  question  had  been  made 
the  subject  of  a  careful  and  extended  cabinet  consultation,  and  as  a  result  thereof  he 
had  been  instructed  to  re-present  to  me  the  Mata  project  as  in  the  judgment  of  Pres- 
ident Diaz  a  full  and  liberal  settlement,  and  he  proceeded  to  explain  its  articles  in 
detail,  to  which,  with  my  responses  thereto,  I  beg  to  direct  your  attention.  My  answer 
to  Mr.  Yallarta's  representation  of  the  project  was  that  his  explanations  did  not  modify 
my  views  of  the  necessity  of  conceding  the  permission  for  the  reciprocal  crossing  of 
troops,  nor  did  I  believe  that  they  would  alter  the  determination  of  my  government 
on  that  point.  Mr.  Yallarta  then  said  that  although  his  government  was  very  reluct- 
ant to  accede  to  such  permission,  regarding  it  as  likely  to  give  rise  to  more  evils  and 
complications  than  the  existing  troubles,  still,  if  I  insisted  upon  the  measure,  the  Pres- 
ident was  willing  to  agree  to  the  crossing  of  troops  in  pursuit  of  wild  Indians,  or  in 
thedesertand  unpopulated  regions  of  the  frontier,  upon  condition  that  the  instructions 
to  Greneral  Onl  of  June  Ist  last  would  be  withdrawn  and  disavowal  and  reparation 
be  made  by  the  government  of  the  United  States  for  the  armed  invasion  of  Mexican 
territory.  I  answered  Mr.  Yallarta  that  if  President  Diaz  made  it  a  condition  for  the 
arrangement  of  a  treaty  that  disavowal  and  reparation  be  made  for  the  crossing  of 
troops  by  virtue  of  the  instructions  t-o  General  Ord,we  ought  at  once  to  terminate  our 
conferences,  as  no  such  disavowal  or  reparation  could  be  ma<1e.  The  instmctioos  to 
General  Ord  were  completely  justified  by  the  circumstances  which  existed  on  that 
frontier ;  and  hence  my  government  could  not  make  any  declaration  which  would  seem 
to  place  itself  in  the  wrong.  Here  followed  a  conversation  in  which  it  was  made  ap- 
parent that  no  action  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  was  to  be  insisted  upon 
as  a  condition  precedent  to  an  agreement  for  a  treaty  and  that  the  declnration  of  Mr. 
Yallarta  was  not  understood  as  standing  in  the  way  of  a  continuance  of  our  confer- 
ences. Whereupon  1  tohl  Mr.  Yallarta  that  I  did  not  regard  the  limited  permission 
for  the  crossing  of  troops  stated  by  him  as  adequate  or  satisfactory,  (1st)  because  the 
Mexican  government  ought  at  an  early  day  to  remove  the  Indians  from  the  vicinity  of 
the  frontier  and  hence  that  source  of  trouble  would  cease ;  and  (2d)  because  the  greatest 
necessity  for  the  crossing  of  troops  was  in  the  more  populated  regions  of  the  Lower  Rio 
Grande,  where  in  times  past  the  outlawry  had  been  greatest  and  where  the  worst  class 
of  raiders  were  to  be  found.  Mr.  Yallarta  pressed  nis  objections  to  the  crossing  of 
troops  on  the  Lower  Rio  Grande,  but  I  replied  that  I  did  not  feel  warranted  in  yielding 
the  point,  and  at  Mr.  Yallarta's  request  I  suggested  two  limitations  to  be  attached  to 
the  permission  to  cross,  which  I  thought  ought  to  meet  the  objections  made  by  Mexico, 
as  follows :  1st.  That  the  crossing  should  not  be  made  when  there  were  troops  of  the 
other  nation  on  the  opposite  bauK  of  the  river  ready  to  follow  up  the  pursuit ;  and,  2d, 
that  the  troops  should  not  pursue  the  raiders  across  the  river  at  large  towns  on  the 
Mexican  side,  where  there  was  a  sufiScient  police  and  civil  organization  to  render  the 
capture  probable.  This  proposition  Mr.  Yallarta  asked  an  opportunity  to  present  to 
the  President  for  cabinet  consultation. 

At  onr  third  conference  Mr.  Yallarta  said  that  the  President  was  still  reluctant  to 
agree  to  a  crossing  of  troops,  and  in  lieu  of  my  propositions  he  had  instructed  him 
(Mr.  Yallarta)  to  propose  a  new  and  entirely  dififerent  measure,  as  follows : 

That  a  clause  be  added  to  the  Mata  project  conferring  upon  the  Presidents  of  the 
two  republics  the  power  of  conceding  permission  by  mutual  consent  for  the  passage 
of  troops  at  any  time  in  the  future,  with  authority  to  prescribe  the  limits  between 
what  points  on  the  frontier  the  crossing  should  be  made  and  the  length  of  time  the 

Eermission  should  continne.  Mr.  Yallarta  stated  that  the  object  whicn  the  President 
ad  in  view  was  to  first  put  the  Mata  project  of  treaty  iu  operation,  and  if  it  was 
found  to  be  insufficient,  then  the  Presidents  could  agree  upon  the  crossing  of  troops. 
This  proposition  I  declined  to  accept,  for  the  reason  that  it  avoided  and  postponed  the 
main  issue ;  that  the  present  was  tne  most  opportune  time  to  come  to  an  agreement  in 
reference  to  the  crossing  of  troops ;  and  that  iu  the  judgment  of  my  government  a 
treaty  which  left  that  unsettled  would  be  defective  and  nnsatisfactory. 

Such  is  a  brief  summary  of  the  negotiations  in  reference  to  a  treaty  for  the  adiust- 

ment  of  the  frontier  troubles  up  to  the  present.    In  the  fourth  conference  Mr.  Yallarta 

nciden tally  expressed  his  belief  that  we  could  reach  a  satisfactory  agreement^  and. 
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repeated  it  in  the  sixth  conference,  promising  to  snbmit  some  written  propositions 
which  he  thoaght  would  be  acceptable  to  me ;  bat  he  has  not  yet  done  so. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  Mexican  Government  lias  resisted  step  by  step  the  proposi- 
tion for  a  reciprocal  crossing  of  troops  in  porsnit  of  raiders ;  and  at  the  fast  it  has  not 
consented  to  it,  although  I  infer  from  Mr.  Vallarta's  declarations  at  onr  last  confer- 
ence that  his  government  will  eventaally  agree. to  it.  As  I  considered  this  measure 
a  sine  qtia  non  to  the  arrangement  of  a  treaty,  I  deemed  it  nnneoessary  to  enter  minutely 
into  an  examination  of  the  articles  of  the  Mata  project,  or  of  the  other  necessary 
details,  until  we  had  first  settled  satisfactorily  that  essential  measure.  I  have,  how- 
ever, made  some  suggestions  incidentally  on  other  points,  as  you  will  see  by  reference 
to  the  first  three  conferences. 
I  am,  <&c., 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 


Mr,  Foster  to  Mr,  Evarta, 

No.  599.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico f  September  4,  1877. 

Sir  :  The  question  upon  which  Mr.  Yallarta  and  I  have  most  widely  differed  and 
which  has  been  most  argued  in  our  conferences,  of  which  reports  are  transmitted  with 
my  No.  597  of  this  date,  has  been  the  exemption  of  American  citizens  in  Mexico  from 
forced  loans  or  other  arbitrary  exactions,  or  rather  the  reciprocal  exemption  of  the 
citizens  of  both  counties  therefrom. 

The  subject  was  presented  by  me  in  our  first  conference  as  one  of  the  moat  impor- 
tant questions  existing  between  the  two  countries,  and  one  which  I  had  been  instructed 
to  strongly  urge  upon  the  Government  of  Mexico  for  present  settlement. 

The  proposition  which  I  presented  was  for  a  treaty  stipulation,  exempting  the  citi- 
zens of  both  countries  from  all  forced  loans  or  military  taxes  or  contributions,  and 
from  all  taxes  or  contributions  not  levied  by  legislative  authority  and  in  accordance 
with  the  constitution  and  laws.  I  was  met  by  Mr.  Yallarta  with  the  declaration  that 
the  proposition  was  utterly  inadmissible,  for  the  reason  that  if  such  a  treaty  exemp- 
tion was  given  to  citizens  of  the  United  States  under  the  ''  most  favored  nation  ^ 
clause,  it  would  have  to  be  extended  to  the  citizens  and  subjects  of  ail  nations  with 
whom  Mexico  had  treaty  relations,  and  hence  would  make  the  condition  of  foreigners 
better  than  that  of  citizens  of  the  country.  I  answered  that  I  was  only  asking  for 
American  citizens  what  the  Mexican  constitution  guaranteed  to  all  residents  of  the 
country,  and  that  if,  in  granting  this  exemption  to  Americans,  it  led  to  conceding  it 
to  other  foreigners,  the  government  whs  only  discharging  a  duty  plainly  enjoined  by 
its  own  constitution ;  and  that  it  ought  not  to  make  the  condition  of  foreigners  better 
than  that  of  native  citizens,  because  the  latter  were  equally  entitled  to  the  same  con- 
stitutional exemption.  Mr.  Yallarta  replied  that  Mexico  could  not  make  effective  its 
constitutional  guarantees  to  the  same  extent  as  the  United  States,  or  old  established 
governments  as  Great  Britain,  and  that  it  ought  not  to  be  held  so  strictly  to  them,  in 
view  of  its  past  revolutionary  history.  I  referred  to  the  recent  decision  of  the  Mexi- 
can supreme  court  as  sustaining  my  view  of  the  question,  to  which  Mr.  Yallarta 
answered  that  the  decision,  although  correct  in  theory,  was  Utopian,  impracticable, 
and  impossible  to  enforce  in  times  of  revolution.  He,  however,  said  he  would  bring 
the  subject  before  the  President  in  cabinet  session. 

In  our  fourth  conference  the  question  was  fully  discussed  with  an  examination  of 
the  old  and  existing  Mexican  treaties,  the  decision  of  Sir  Edward  Thornton  as  arbiter 
in  the  Mixed  Claims  Commission,  the  decision  of  the  Mexican  supreipe  court,  and  other 
documents.  Mr.  Yallarta  referred  me  to  the  decision  of  Sir  Edward  Thornton  in  the 
case  of  MacManus  r>8.  Mexico  to  show  that  the  treaty  of  1831  between  the  United 
States  and  Mexico  does  not  exempt  American  citizens  from  forced  loans.  If  the  treaty 
of  1881  did  clearly  and  in  express  terms  exempt  American  citizens,  there  would  be  no 
occasion  now  to  ask  for  such  a  treaty  stipulation.  But  I  said  to  Mr.  Yallarta  that  if 
Mr.  Thornton's  decision  was  cited  by  him  on  the  one  point  of  treaty  construction, 
it  ought  to  be  accepted  by«him  on  the  other.  In  the  same  decision  Mr.  Thornton 
quotes  the  provision  of  the  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  which  he  says  is  similar  to 
treaties  made  by  Mexico  with  the  Netherlands,  Denmark,  Chili,  Peru,  Prussia,  the 
Hanse  Towns,  and  Austria,  and  then  states  that  *'  forced  loans  may  be  levied  upon 
the  citizens  and  subjects  of  the  contracting  parties,  provided  that  they  be  not  Levied 
specially  upon  them  without  at  the  same  time  and  in  the  same  proportion  being  levied 
upon  all  the  other  inhabitants  of  the  respective  countries." 

This  construction  of  these  treaties  would  exempt  the  citizens  and  subjects  of  all  the 
countries  named  from  forced  loans  in  Mexico,  as  they  are  never  levied  in  the  same  pro- 
portion and  upon  all  the  inhabitants.    As  none  of  these  countries  except  Prussia  has 
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diplomatic  relations  at  present  with  Mexico,  and  that  coantry  has  made  a  new  treaty 
with  this  clause  omitted,  it  may  be  contended  that  there  is  no  such  exemption  in  ex- 
isting treaties ;  although  it  is  not  clear  that  all  the  treaties  named  have  expired  or 
been  abrogated.  (See  decision  of  Sir  Edward  Thornton,  No.  1,  attached  to  the  fourth 
conference,  with  my  No.  597.)  The  decision  of  the  supreme  court,  rendered  in  July 
last,  which  is  discussed  in  the  first  and  fourth  conferences,  decides  that  the  faculty  of 
levying  taxes  and  making  laws  is  by  the  constitution  conferred  upon  Congress  alone ; 
that  that  body  cannot  delegate  lt«  exclusive  faculties  to  the  executive,  nor  can  the  ex- 
ecntive  exercise  the  faculty  of  levying  taxes  or  decreeing  laws,  and  that  hence  the 
**  extraordinary  contribution  "  levied  by  President  Lerdo  in  July,  1876,  by  virtue  of  the 
^^extraordiuarpr  faculties''  conferred  upon  him  by  Congress,  was  illegal  and  cannot  be 
enforced.  This  decision  is  as  strong  and  sweeping  a  judicial  condemnation  of  forced 
loans  as  is  possible  to  be  made,  for  the  reason  that  the  ''contribution  "  levied  by  Pres- 
ident Lerdo  was  (1st)  decreed  by  virtne  of  powers  voted  by  Congress ;  (2d)  was  a  uni- 
form tax  levied  according  to  all  the  usual  forms  of  the  tax-assessments ;  (3d)  wa«  stated 
to  be  to  meet  the  deficiency  in  the  general  revenues  and  not  as  a  special  war  contribu- 
tion ;  (4tb)  was  levied  upon  all  inhabitants  of  the  whole  republic,  and  (5th)  was  de- 
creed at  the  time  of  a  wide-spread  and  dangerous  revolution.  The  ordinary  or  most 
usual  class  of  forced  loans  generally  are  wanting  in  the  first  four  cited  circumstances 
and  hence  are  the  more  arbitrary  and  unjust.  If  such  an  ''extraordinary  contribution'' 
as  that  levied  by  President  Lerdo  in  July,  1876,  is  unconstitutional  and  cannot  be  en- 
forced, I  can  conceive  of  no  forced  loan  which  can  be  legal  under  the  Mexican  consti- 
tution. Mr.  Yallarta  claims  that  the  29th  article  of  the  constitution  provides  for  the 
exercise  by  the  executive  of  the  faculty  of  decreeing  laws  and  levying  taxes  or  forced 
loans  in  time  of  invasion  or  revolution.  But  the  supreme  court  in  the  decision  cited 
declares  the  unconstitutionality  of  such  action,  as  the  tax  referred  to  was  levied  l>y 
the  executive  in  the  midst  of  an  extended  and  threatening  revolution,  which  eventu- 
ally did  overthrow  the  legitimate  and  constitutional  government.  (See  decision  of 
Mexican  supreme  conrt,  No.  2,  attached  to  fourth  conference,  with  No.  597.) 

In  our  fourth  conference  I  also  referred  Mr.  Vallarta  to  the  negotiations  and  diffi- 
culties which  arose  between  France  and  Mexico  in  1837-'39,  which  had  as  one  of  their 
principal  causes  the  exactions  suffered  by  French  residents  in  Mexico  from  forced  loans. 
The  Mexican  Government  during  these  negotiations  recognized  the  fact  that  forced 
loans  were  arbitrary  and  an  attack  upon  property  ;  that  they  were  looked  upon  with 
repugnance  by  both  foreigners  and  natives ;  and  that  they  were  little  in  conformity 
with  the  principles  of  order  and  civilization  of  all  representative  governments ;  ana 
hence  in  the  convention  of  Jalapa,  November  26,  1833,  it  offered  to  pledge  itself  that 
thereafter  forced  loans  should  not  be  imposed  either  upon  natives  or  foreigners.  Al- 
though this  convention  did  not  result  in  a  treaty  to  this  effect  it  clearly  proves  how 
far  Mexico  was  willing  to  go  at  that  time  to  adjust  its  difficulties  with  France.  (See 
Mexican  minister's  resume  of  negotiations  with  France,  1338-'39,  No.  3,  attached  to 
fourth  conference  with  No.  597.) 

It  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  conferences  that  notwithstanding  I  established 
the  fact  that  Mexico  had  in  the  past  repeatedly  made  treaties  with  other  nations  ex-  * 
•emntin^  their  citizens  or  subjects  from  special  forced  loans ;  that  the  supreme  court 
of  Mexico  had  decided  all  forced  loans,  whether  in  peace  or  war,  levied  by  executive 
Authority  to  her  unconstitutional ;  that  Mexico  had  proffered  to  France  to  pledge  itself 
that  no  forced  loans  should  thereafter  be  levied  either  on  natives  or  foreigners ;  not- 
withstanding these  and  other  reasons  presented  by  me.  General  Diaz,  witn  the  sanc- 
tion of  his  cabinet,  has  refused  to  enter  into  a  treaty  stipulation  with  the  Government 
-of  the  United  States  for  the  reciprocal  exemption  of  tne  citizens  of  both  countries 
from  forced  loans,  and  has  declined  to  make  any  proposition  or  offer  any  suggestion 
having  in  view  the  relief  or  protection  of  American  citizens  in  Mexico  from  such  exac- 
tions in  the  future.  The  suggestion  which  I  made  for  the  recognition  of  this  class  of 
claims  in  a  claims  convention,  the  President  also  declined  to  consider  at  present.  (See 
fifth  conference.) 

I  have  already  referred  to  the  position  assumed  by  Mr.  Vallarta  that  the  enforce- 
ment of  its  constitutional  guarantees  ought  not  to  be  expected  of  Mexico  with  the 
flame  strictness  as  of  the  United  States.  Another  noticeable  position  taken  by  him  was 
that  it  was  not  just  to  require  Mexico  to  base  its  treaties  with  foreign  nations  upon 
the  principle  of  reciprocity,  and  that  the  United  States,  should  not  expect  Mexico  to 
guarantee  the  same  rights  to  its  citizens  which  the  United  States  are  able  to  give  to 
Mexicans,  because  the  circumstances  of  the  two  countries  are  so  entirely  different. 
{See  fourth  conference.) 

The  great  objection  which  Mr.  Vallarta  urged  against  the  exemption  I  asked,  was  that 
it  would  make  the  condition  of  foreigners  superior  to  that  of  natives ;  but  I  have  not 
failed  to  keep  before  him  the  fact  that  under  the  Mexican  constitution  all  the  people 
of  the  country  are  entitled  to  this  exemption  ;  and  I  have  nrf^ed  upon  him  the  great 
desirability  of  recognizing  and  enforcing  the  principle  of  the  illegality  of  forced  loans 
AS  a  policy  of  the  present  government,  and  have  endeavored  to  CA\iN\Vi!(^^  \i\\s^  ^^^X'Ss^. 
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would  be  the  most  useful  and  acceptable  reform  which  General  Diaz  could  inaugurate 
to  secure  peace  and  give  guarantees  to  property.    I  am  thoroughly  satisfied  that  such 
a  policy  would  be  received  by  this  entire  republic  with  the  greatest  satisfaction ;  and 
it  is  to  be  deeply  regretted  that  the  present  rulers  will  not  adopt  it. 
I  am,  &c.. 

JOHN  W.IFOSTER.  J 


Mr,  Foster  to  Mr.  Evarts. 

No.  626.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Mexico t  November  8,  1877. 

Sir:  I  inclose  herewith  notes  of  two  conferences  held  with  Mr.  Vallarta  on  the  31st 
ultimo  and  the  3d  instant  in  relation  to  the  pending  questions  between  the  two  gov- 
ernments. As  Mr.  Vallarta  had  manifested  a  marked  desire  to  know  the  result  of  your 
examiuaiion  of  our  previous  conferences  in  August  last,  upon  receipt  of  your  No!  415 
of  the  r>'h  ultimo,  I  called  upon  him  at  the  foreign  office  and  informed  him  of  your 
approval  of\aIl  the  positions  assumed  by  me  in  said  conferences,  and  at  the  same  time 
anoided  him  an  opportunity  to  modify  the  positions  heretofore  assumed  by  him,  or 
present  uew  propositions,  especially  directing  his  attention  to  the  two  important  ques- 
tions of  the  Rio  Grande  frontier  and  forced  loans.  It  will  be  seen  that  in  regard  to 
the  frontier  nothing  new  has  been  developed,  Mr.  Vallarta  declining  to  yield  the  per- 
mission for  the  reciprocal  crossing  of  troops,  which  I  have  again  insisted,  upon  as  the 
essential  measure  to  be  inserted  in  a  treaty  on  that  subject.  He  manifested  still  greater 
impatience  as  to  the  continuance  of  the  instructions  to  General  Ord  of  June  1,  and 
was  very  emphatic  in  denunciation  of  the  crossing  into  Mexico  of  Colonel  Shafter  and 
Lieutenant  Bullis  in  the  last  days  of  September. 

In  the  second  conference  the  chief  topic  discussed  was  the  exemption  of  Americans 
in  Mexico  from  forced  loans.  Some  of  the  ground  passed  over  in  our  conferences  of 
August  was  retraversed,  but  the  special  feature  of  this  conference  was  the  considera- 
tion of  the  propriety  of  the  enactment  of  a  law  by  the  Mexican  Congress  embodying 
or  making  effective  the  principles  laid  down  by  the  supreme  court  in  regard  to  forced 
loans  and  other  executive  tax-levies.  In  my  conferences  with  Mr.  Vallarta  the  only 
two  propositions  which  I  have  made  to  him  have  been  (1st)  for  a  treaty  stipulation 
exempting  American  citizens  from  forced  loans,  and  (2d)  some  provision  or  arrange- 
ment for  the  examination  and  payment  of  their  claims  for  forced  loans  and  damagea 
during  the  revolutions  of  General  Diaz.  But  it  is  proper  to  state  that  in  the  interval 
between  the  first  and  second  conferences  reported  herewith,  as  Mr.  Vallarta  had  in- 
formed me  he  would  again  present  the  subject  to  the  President  for  consideration,  in 
my  earnest  desire  to  bring  about  an  adjustment  of  our  pending  difficulties,  I  took  ad- 
vantage of  my  friendly  social  relations  with  Mr.  Zamacona,  who  was  about  to  leav& 
for  the  United  States,  as  the  representative  of  General  Diaz,  to  have  a  personal  and 
informal  conversation  with  him,  with  a  view  to  securing  his  influence  with  the  Presi- 
dent for  a  favorable  consideration  of  this  subject  and  for  a  pacific  solution  of  our  in- 
ternational difficulties.  % 

I  knew  Mr.  Zamacona  to  be  an  advocate  of  the  principles  enunciated  by  the  supreme 
court  and  desirous  of  securing  for  all  the  inhabitants  of  Mexico  exemption  from  forced 
loans  and  military  taxation.  The  result  of  my  interview  with  him  was  that  he  agreed 
to  see  both  the  President  and  Mr.  Vallarta  before  my  next  conference  with  the  latter,, 
and  to  suggest  to  them,  as  a  settlement  of  the  question  of  forced  loans,  that  the  execu- 
tive would  propose  to  Congress  the  enactment  of  a  law  embodying  the  principles  laid 
down  by  the  supreme  court,  making  all  taxes  and  contributions  illegal  which  are  not 
levied  by  legislative  authority.  It  was  distinctly  understood  that  I  had  no  instrucriona 
from  my  government  to  make  such  a  settlement  of  the  question,  but  I  agreed  with  Mr. 
Zamacona  that  if  Mr.  Vallarta  should  in  our  next  conference  propose  to  meet  the  de- 
mand of  the  United  States  by  the  passage  of  a  law  of  the  character  indicated  above, 
and  would  make  provisions  for  the  adjustment  of  the  claims  of  Americans  for  forcec) 
loans  arising  out  of  the  recent  revoltltions,  I  would  recommend  to  my  government  the- 
acceptance  of  such  propositions  as  a  settlement  of  the  question  of  forced  loans.  It  will 
be  seen  by  my  report  of  the  second  conference,  attached  hereto,  that  while  no  direct 
reference  was  made  to  Mr.  Zamacona's  suggestion,  which,  in  accordance  with  his  prom- 
ise, he  made  to  Mr.  Vallarta,  the  latter  gentleman  has  informed  me  that  the  executive 
could  make  no  such  recommendation  to  Congress,  and  that  it  would  neither  be  ap- 
proved by  Congress  nor  sustained  by  public  sentiment. 

Mr.  Vallarta,  in  the  conference,  more  plainly  than  heretofore,  took  the  position  that 
a  government  is  not  responsible  for  damages  sustained  by  foreigners  during  a  revolu- 
tion or  insurrection. 

It  is  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  members  of  the  present  government,  which  sets- 
lip  this  defense  against  Ameilean  citizens^  were  the  persons  who  inaugurated  the  revo- 
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tion  or  insnrreotioD,  and  that  they  are  resorting  to  it  to  avoid  respoDBibility  for  their 
own  acta.  Mr.  Vallarta  has  referred  with  mnch  confidence  to  the  claim  of  Qreat  Britain 
against  Tnscany,  cited  by  the  Spanish-American  publicist,  Calvo,  to  sustain  his  position 
against  these  claims.  His  citation  is  somewhat  amnsing,  when  it  is  remembered  that 
by  instmctions  of  the  Department  of  State,  I  presented  some  of  these  same  claims  for 
forced  loans  of  the  Diaz  chiefs  to  the  administration  of  Mr.  Lerdo  and  his  minister  of 
foreign  affairs  based  his  rejection  of  them  npon  this  same  citation  from  Calvo.  (See 
my  dispatch  No.  72,  inclosnre  B.)  Mr.  Vallarta  considers  the  citation  jnst  as  good  for 
the  leaders  of  the  insurrection,  who  levied  the  forced  loans  and  caused  the  damages  in 
question,  and  who  by  the  success  of  the  insurrection  have  become  "  the  government,'^ 
as  it  was  for  Mr.  Lerdo's  minister  on  behalf  of  the  legitimate  government. 

It  has  thus  been  made  apparent  that  the  government  of  General  Diaz  is  not  disposed 
to  adjust  the  question  of  forced  loans  either  by  a  treaty  stipulation,  b^  the  enactment 
of  a  federal  law  making  effective  the  constitutional  guarantees  enunciated  b^  its  own 
supreme  court,  or  by  tne  recognition  and  payment  of  the  forced  loans  levied  by  its 
own  leaders  during  the  recent  revolutions.  It  is  understood  that  such  claims  held  by 
Americans  and  other  foreigners  as  the  present  government  may  recognize  as  binding 
upon  it  will  be  held  and  treated  as  a  part  of  the  interior  or  domestic  debt  of  Mexico. 

If  these  claims  are  placed  upon  the  same  footing  as  the  other  titles  of  the  interior 
debt,  it  will  approximate  a  confiscation  of  their  property ;  as  the  interior  debt  has  no 
market  value,  its  amount  is  unknown,  and  in  the  present  condition  of  the  country 
there  is  no  prospect  of  its  redemption  or  even  increase  in  value. 

Mr.  Vallarta  did  not  indicate  in  either  of  our  last  conferences  a  readiness  to  take  up 
any  of  the  other  questions,  undetermined  or  postponed  in  previous  conferences.  In 
August  last  he  stated  that  within  fifteen  days  he  expected  to  have  such  information  as 
would  enable  him  to  come  to  a  definite  settlement  ^ith  me  of  the  disposition  to  be 
made  of  the  Indians  of  Coahuila  and  Chihuahua.  I  remonstrated  against  the  delay 
at  that  time,  as  these  Indians  were  constantly  engaged  in  murdering  and  plundering 
the  citizens  of  Texas.  He  is  well  aware  of  the  fact  that  they  were  the  occasion  of  the 
last  crossing  of  American  troops  into  Mexico,  of  which  he  complained  so  severely ;  and 
that  they  are  a  constant  menace  to  the  peace  of  the  border.  But  he  has  not  manifested 
a  desire  to  take  up  that  subject.  He  has  given  me  no  information  of  the  result  of  the 
investigation,  which  be  atfsured  me  in  July  last  would  be  made,  in  regard  to  the  firing 
upon  the  American  flng  on  the  consul's  boat  by  the  authorities  of  Acapulco ;  neither  has 
the  property  of  Mr.  Kastan  of  that  port,  seized  by  General  Jimenez,  been  returned  to 
him.  No  progress  has  been  made  in  the  settlement  of  the  Mazatlan  cases.  My  dis- 
patch No.  625  of  the  5th  instant  indicates  what  will  be  the  answer  to  my  suggestion 
for  a  removal  of  the  prohibition  against  Americans  holding  real  estate  on  the  Mexican 
frontier. 

I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 


Mr,  Foster  to  Mr,  Evarts, 

No.  660.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico^  January  10,  1878. 

Sir  :  Referring  to  your  dispatch  No.  432,  of  the  7th  ultimo,  making  inouiry  whether 
any  of  the  assailants  of  the  Rio  Grande  City  jail  had  been  arrested,  tried,  or  punished 
in  Mexico  in  accordance  with  its  penal  code,  I  have  to  report  that  in  a  call  which  I 
made  at  the  foreign  office  on  the  26th  ultimo,  I  directed  Mr.  Yallarta's  attention  to  the 
inquiry,  and  left  with  him  a  copy  of  your  dispatch. 

Under  date  of  the  7th  instant  I  received  from  Mr.  Vallarta  to-day  a  "  verbal  note," 
of  which  I  inclose  a  translation,  in  reply.  The  greater  portion  of  the  note  is  occupied 
with  the  demand  made  by  Governor  Hubbard,  of  Texas,  for  the  extradition  of  the  par- 
ties referred  to:  but  in  it»  conclusion  Mr.  Vallarta  states  that  he  has  no  information  of 
the  arrest,  trial,  or  conviction  of  the  criminals  under  the  penal  code,  but  that  he  ha8> 
asked  for  reports  from  the  authorities  of  Tamanlipas  on  the  subject.  I  also  inclose  a 
copy  of  my  note  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  Mr.  Vallarta's  of  the  7th  instant. 
I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 


[Inclosure  1  in  No.  660.— TranslatioD.] 

Mr»  Vallarta  to  Mr.  Foster, 
Verbal  note.} 

Department  op  Foreign  Affairs. 

The  secretary  of  foreign  affairs  has  the  honor  to  inform  Mr.  John  W.  Foster,  minis- 
ter plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States,  that  he  ha^  ^xwxAxi^^  ^^^  XkSAfe  ^R\!^52ts^S>sste 
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Department  of  State,  nnder  diUie  of  December?  last,  addresses  to  him,  iastracting  him 
to  make  inquiries  as  to  whether  all  or  any  of  the  assailants  of  Kio  Grande  City  have 
been  apprehended,  tried,  and  punished  inx)onformity  with  the  penal  oode,  of  which 
note  Mr.  Foster  informally  delivered  a  copy  to  the  secretary  of  foreign  affifUra  in  the 
•conference  of  the  26th  of  December  last. 

The  secretary  of  foreign  affairs,  complying  with  the  desires  expressed  by  Mr.  Fos- 
ter, can  inform  him  that  the  Gk>Yemment  of  Mexico,  for  yery  special  reaeons,  already 
placed,  through  the  medium  of  its  legation,  within  the  knowledge  of  the  Goyemment 
of  the  United  States,  ordered  the  extradition  of(the  criminals  of  Rio  Grande  Ci^  and 
their  delivery  to  the  American  authorities ;  that  this  act,  entirely  voluntary  on  the 
part  of  Mexico,  as  the  criminals  were  Mexicans,  and  wrongly  interpreted  by  the  gov- 
ernor of  Texas,  B.  B.  Hubbard,  gave  occasion  not  only  for  this  official  to  ask  the  deliv- 
ery by  Mexico  of  other  criminals,  also  Mexicans,  as  a  duty  imposed  upon  it  by  the 
treaty  of  extradition  which  Mr.  Foster  knows  to  be  inexact,  but  for  him  to  pretend 
to  demand  it  in  the  moat  improper  terms,  going  so  far  as  to  intimate  that  the  Mexican 
authorities  were  either  unable  to  comply  with  the  treaty  or  were  animated  by  a  spirit 
of  hostility  towards  American  citizens,  or  perhaps  both  ;  finally,  that  this  conduct  of 
Governor  Hubbard,  concerning  which  instructions  have  already  been  given  to  the 
Mexican  legation  in  Washington,  obliged  the  government  not  to  insist  upon  the  or- 
ders which  it  had  issued  for  effecting  the  extradition  of  the  criminals,  very  justly 
fearing  that  a  concession  in  every  respect  gratuitous  would  be  considered  in  the  future 
as  a  duty,  as  was  done  at  that  time,  notwithstanding  the  clear  and  explicit  text  of  the 
treaty  of  extradition  which  binds  the  two  neighboring  republics. 

Concerning  the  judicial  proceedings  which  may  have  taken  place  subsequently  in 
respect  to  the  criminals,  as  the  latter,  according  to  the  laws  of  the  country,  were  con- 
•signed  to  the  local  authorities,  which  latter  have  not  communicated  their  decision  to 
the  government,  the  secretary  of  foreign  affairs  finds  himself  for  the  present  unable 
to  transmit  to  Mr.  Foster  the  reports  which  are  asked  of  \Am  by  the  Department  of 
State ;  but  as  they  have  already  been  asked  of  the  authorities  of  Tamaulipas,  they 
will  be  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  Mr.  Foster  as  soon  as  they  are  received. 

Mexico,  January  7,  1878. 

flncloBure  3  in  Ko.  660.-^op7.J 
Mr,  Foster  to  Mr,  Vallartn, 

(Unofficial.) 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

MexicOf  January  10,  1878. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  to-day  of  your  excellency's  verbal 
note  of  the  7th  instant  relating  to  the  Rio  Grande  City  jail  assailants,  and  to  state 
that  I  will  forward  a  copy  thereof  to  my  government  for  its  information. 

I  improve  this  opportunity  to  reiterate  to  your  excellency  the  assurances  of  my  dis- 
tinguished esteem. 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 
His  Excellency  I.  L.  Vallarta, 

Minisier  of  Foreign  Affairs,  Mexico, 


Mr.  Foster  to  Mr,  Fvarts,  * 

No.  662.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  January  17,  1878. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowled^  receipt  this  morning  of  your  dispatch  No.  439,  of  the 
Hd  instant,  with  which  you  inclose  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  War  con- 
taining a  copy  of  General  Ord's  report  of  Lieutenant  Ward's  expedition  and  as  to  the 
co-operation  of  Mexican  troops  in  the  pursuit  of  raiders  on  the  Kio  Grande  frontier. 

This  report  of  General  Ord  had  already  appeared  in  the  Mexican  newspapers  and 
had  been  very  bitterly  commented  upon.  The  occurrence  as  reported  was  denounced 
as  a  new  invasion  of  Mexican  territory,  and  the  exemplary  punishment  of  the  Mexican 
officer  who  invited  the  crossing  of  the  American  troops  was  demanded  at  the  hands 
of  the  Diaz  government. 

On  yesterday  the  Diario  Oficial  published  officially  the  correspondence  between  the 
secretaries  of  foreign  affairs  and  of  war  on  the  subject,  of  whicn  I  inclose  copies  and 
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translatioDS,  and  also  of  the  editorial  comment  thereon  in  the  same  paper.  It  will  be 
seen  that  the  secretary  of  foreign  affairs  transmits  a  copy  of  General  Ord's  report  in. 
reference  to  Lieatenant  Ward's  expedition,  as  published  in  the  newspapers,  to  the  sec- 
retary of  war,  and  characterizes  the  crossing  of  the  Rio  Grande  by  ward's  troops  as  a 
**  new  invasion  of  the  national  territory/'  He  states  that  the  President  regards  the 
act  as  of  the  greatest  gravity,  and  directs  that  the  necessary  measures  be  taken  in 
view  of  it.  The  secretary  of  war  thereapon  sends  instructions  to  General  Trevifio, 
commanding  the  Mexican  forces  on  the  Rio  Grande,  to  make  immediate  investigation, 
in  order  to  ascertain  who  was  the  officer  that  permitted  and  aided  the  passage  of  the 
American  troops  to  Mexican  territory,  and  again  enjoining  upon  General  Trevino  the 
strict  enforcement  of  the  orders  of  June  18  last,  to  repel  with  force  the  crossing  of 
American  troops  into  Mexican  territory. 

The  editorial  comment  upon  these  communications  states  that  "  the  executive  is  re- 
solved to  make  a  severe  example  of  the  officer  who  may  have  failed  to  obey  the  in- 
structions.'' 

These  publications  made  it  almost  useless  and  inopportune  for  me  to  express  to  Mr. 
Vallarta  your  gratiftcation  at  the  spirit  manifested  by  the  Mexican  officers  to  Lieuten- 
ant Ward  and  your  view  of  the  happy  results  which  would  follow  the  continuance  of 
such  a  spirit.    However,  in  calling  upon  Mr.  Vallarta  to-day  to  advise  him  of  my  ex- 

r)cted  depiurture  for  Washington,  I  took  occasion  to  refer  to  the  event  and  to  say  that 
had  received  from  vou  a  copy  of  General  Ord's  official  telegram,  which  I  handed 
him.  I  also  expressed  regret  that  the  event  had  been  so  differently  interpreted  in  the 
two  republics  and  by  the  two  governments.  In  the  United  States  it  was  nailed  as  the 
manifestation  of  a  friendly  spirit  of  co-operation  on  the  part  of  the  troops  of  both 
countries  to  repress  depredations  on  the  Rio  Grande,  and  as  an  important  step  towards 
renewing  official  relations ;  and  in  Mexico  it  was  denounced  as  an  invasion  of  terri- 
tory, an  outrage  upon  its  national  sovereignty,  and  the  Mexican  officer  who  permitted 
ana  participated  in  the  pursuit  of  the  outlaws  as  deserving  only  of  military  and  pres- 
idential condemnation  and  punishment.  I  characterized  the  issuance  of  the  official 
orders  on  the  snblect  as  hignly  inopportune,  in  view  of  the  existing  state  of  our  rela- 
tions, and  as  likely  te  be  construed  in  the  United  States  as  the  manifestion  of  a  hos- 
tile spirit  on  the  part  of  the  present  authorities  of  Mexico. 

Mr.  Vallarta  had  very  little  to  say  in  reply,  further  than  that  the  officer  who  invited 
the  crossing  of  Lieutenant  Ward  had  violated  the  instructions  of  the  department  of 
war,  and  that  the  executive  felt  compelled  to  issue  the  orders  published  in  the  Diario 
Oficial  of  yesterday  in  view  of  the  clamor  which  had  been  raised  by  the  press  of  this 
capital  about  the  affair. 
I  am,  <&c., 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 


[Inclosnre  1  in  No.  663.— TranHlation.] 

(From  the  Diario  Oficial,  January  16,  1878.) 

Department  of  War  and  Marine, 
Mexican  RepnhliCf  Department  of  Foreign  JffairSf  Section  of  America, 

In  compliance  with  the  desire  of  the  President,  I  transmit  to  you  a  translation  of  a 
paragraph  from  the  New  York  Herald  of  December  25,  last,  it  contains  a  dispatch 
from  General  Ord  to  the  General-in-Chief  of  the  North  American  Army,  in  which  it  is 
stated  that  a  new  invasion  of  the  national  territory  took  place  on  the  20th  of  that 
month,  not  only  with  the  acquiescence  but  even  by  invitation  of  a  Mexican  official. 

This  act  being  of  the  greatest  gravity,  the  President  instructs  me  to  bring  it  to  your 
knowledge  in  order  that,  through  your  department,  he  may  proceed  to  take  such  steps 
as  shall  be  necessary. 

Liberty  in  the  constitution. 

Mexico,  January  12,  1878. 

VALLARTA. 

To  the  Secretary  of  War, 

Pre8ent, 
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Mexican  Rupubuc, 
Department  of  Foreign  Affa%r%. 
rTranslaiion.] 

(New  York  Herald ,  December  25,  1877.) 

PURSUIT  OP  RAIDERS. 

Troops  of  tbe  Uuited  States  and  Mexicans  follow  a  fresh  trail  in  Mexico.  Good  un- 
derstanding between  tbe  soldiers. 

Washington,  December  25, 1877. 

The  following  haa  been  received  in  the  War  Department  this  afternoon : 

"  Chicago,  III.,  December  24,  1877.    (Received  10.55  a.  m.) 

"  General  E.  D.  Townsend, 

'^Washington,  D.  C: 

"The  following  telegram  from  General  Ord  is  forwarded  for  the  information  of  the 
General  of  the  Army. 

'*P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

^'Lieutenant'  General, 

"  'Lieutenant  Ward  was  sent  to  Rio  Grande  to  find  trail  of  horses  stolen  and  driven 
into  Mexico  on  15th  instant.  Has  just  come  in.  The  Mexican  troops  got  to  the  river 
on  morning  of  20th.  Ward  showed  the  Mexican  lieutenants  the  trail  and  at  his  invi- 
tation crossed  his  men  and  joined  the  Mexican  troops.  They  followed  the  trail  together 
all  day,  going  about  twenty-five  miles.  As  it  had  rained  heavily,  the  trail  was  hard  to 
follow,  and  another  hard  rain  setting  in  they  found  it  impossible  to  follow  it  farther. 
The  trail  was  left  about  three  miles  from  Newtown,  and  only  six  or  eight  miles  below 
where  it  crossed  the  river. 

^^  *  Ward  says  there  was  perfect  good  feeling  among  the  Mexican  soldiers  and  our  own, 
and  that  the  lieutenant  offered  to  go  with  him  anywhere  he  thought  the  horses  could 
be  found. 

"*ORD, 
"  'Brigadier-General:  " 
A  copy.— Mexico,  Jamiary,  12, 1878. 

JOSfi  FERNANDEZ, 

Chief  Clerk, 


Department  of  War  and  Marine, 

Section  First, 

The  citizen  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  in  a  communication  of  the  12th  instant,  states 
the  following  to  this  department : 

'*  In  compliance  with  the  desire  of  the  President,  I  transmit  to  you  a  translation  of 
a  paragraph  from  the  New  York  Herald  of  December  25th  last,  &c.'' 

Which  I  transmit  to  you,  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  the  document  cited,  in  order 
that  the  corresponding  investigation  may  be  made  at  once  for  the  purpose  of  ascer- 
taining who  the  officer  was  that  permitted  and  aided  the  passage  of  American  troops 
to  our  territory,  and  in  order  that  the  proper  resolution  may  be  formed  concerning 
those  who  are  found  guilty,  giving  a  report  of  the  result  of  the  investigation. 

The  citizen  President  instructs  me  to  recommend  to  you  anew  that  strict  fulfillment 
be  given  to  the  orders  issued  by  this  department  on  the  18th  of  June  last,  in  view  of 
the  order  given  by  the  Department  of  War  of  the  United  States  to  General  Ord  on  the 
1st  of  the  same  month  and  year. 

Liberty  and  constitution. 

Mexico,  January  14,  1878. 

OGAZON 

To  the  Citizen  Ger6nimo  TreviSo,  Monterey, 


Department  of  War  and  Marine, 

Section  First 

Under  this  date  yonr  note  of  the  12th  instant  is  transmitted  to  the  Citizeh-General 
Geronimo  Trevifio,  accompanied  by  the  translation  to  which  it  refers,  in  order  that  he 
may  make  at  once  the  corresponding  investigation  in  order  to  ascertain  who  the  official 
was  that  permitted  and  aiaed  the  passage  of  American  forces  to  our  territory,  as  is 
Stated  in  tne  dispatch  of  General  Ord  to  the  General-in-Chief  of  the  North  American 


APPENDIX   G.  461 

Army,  aud  to  the  end  that  the  proper  resolation  may  be  formed  concerniDg  those  who 
are  found  guilty,  with  the  understanding  that  the  said  General  Trevi&o  be  recom- 
mended anew  to  cause  the  strict  fulfillment  of  the  orders  issued  by  this  department  on 
the  18th  of  June  of  last  year,  in  view  of  the  order  given  by  the  Department  of  War 
of  the  United  States  to  General  Ord,  on  the  Ist  of  the  same  month. 

I  have  the  honor  to  state  it  to  you  for  your  information. 

Liberty  and  constitution. 

Mexico,  January  14,  ld78. 

OGAZON. 

To  the  Secretary  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

Present, 
True  copies. — Mexico,  January  16, 187b. 

JOSfi  JUSTO  ALVAREZ, 

Chief  a^'k. 


fiDclosare  2  in  No.  663.— Translation.] 
(From  the  Diario  Oficial,  January  16,  1878.) 

important  communications. 

In  the  official  column  our  readers  will  see  the  communications  addressed  by  the 
department  of  foreign  affairs  to  that  of  war  and  also  to  General  Trevifio,  in  relation 
to  the  passage  of  American  troops  to  our  territory.  The  executive  is  resolved  to  make 
a  severe  example  of  the  officer  who  may  have  failed  to  obey  the  instructions  which 
should  control  the  conduct  of  the  forces  which  guard  the  frontier. 


Mr,  Foster  to  Mr,  Evarts, 

No.  665.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico f  January  18, 1878. 

Sir:  I  received  on  the  24th  ultimo  your  dispatch  No.  428,  of  the  28th  of  November 
last,  inclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Hon.  G.  Schleicher,  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, asking  that  inquiries  be  made  whether  any  of  the  persons  arrested  in  Mexico  as 
participants  in  the  '*  Corpus  Christ i"  raid  of  1875  had  ever  been  punished.  On  the 
26th  ultimo  I  called  at  the  foreign  office  and  made  the  inquiries  as  directed,  and  Mr. 
Vallarta  answered  that  he  was  not  able  to  give  me  the  information  desired  without 
examination,  as  the  occurrence  took  place  before  he  assumed  charge  of  the  depart- 
ment. I  accordingly  left  with  him  a  written  memorandum  of  the  information  desired, 
and  he  promised  to  give  the  matter  his  early  attention.  Not  having  received  an 
answer,  in  a  call  which  1  made  last  week  at  the  foreign  office  I  remind^  him  of  my 
previous  request,  and  he  replied  that  as  soon  as  he  could  obtain  the  information  he 
would  immediately  transmit  it  to  me. 

Up  to  this  date  I  have  received  no  answer  on  the  subject,  and  in  view  of  my  con- 
templated absence  from  the  legation  for  some  weeks,  I  have  thought  it  proper  to  in- 
form you  of  my  attention  to  your  instructions.  I  will  add  that  I  am  fully  satisfied 
that  no  punishment  ever  followed  the  arrest,  tor  the  reason  that  in  case  of  punish- 
ment the  foreign  office  would  not  have  failed  to  inform  me,  as  I  had  repeatedly  com- 
plained to  it  that  no  punishment  had  ever  followed  raids  committed  from  Mexico  into 
Texas,  and  because  neither  our  consuls  in  that  locality  nor  the  newspapers,  so  far  as  I 
am  advised,  had  ever  reported  the  punishment  of  the  criminals. 
1  am,  dec, 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 


TEXAS  FRONTIER  TROUBLES. 


TESTIMONY  TAKEN  BEFOEB  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  FOREIGN 

AFFAIRS. 


STATEMENT  OF   BRIGADIERGENERAL   E.  O.  C.  OBD,  COMMANDING  THE 

DEPARTMENT  OF  TEXAS. 

Washington,  D.  C,  December  7, 1877. 

Mr.  Schleicher.  I  would  like  yon  to  give  the  committee  a  general 
idea  of  the  state  of  the  troubles  on  the  Rio  Grande. 

General  Obd.  I  did  not  bring  any  papers  or  documents  with  me  to- 
day, not  being  aware  of  the  character  of  tbe  examination  or  of  the 
points  to  be  touched  upon,  but  my  reports  for  the  last  three  years  give 
as  accurate  a  statement  of  the  difficulties  as  I  could  give  at  the  time 
from  all  the  facts  before  me.  I  should  like  to  introduce  those  reports 
as  testimony  bearing  upon  the  condition  of  affairs  there,  and  I  will 
furnish  them  to  the  committee.  They  relate  to  the  difficulties  prevail- 
ing there  from  time  to  time;  the  revolutions  on  the  border^  the  charac- 
ter of  those  revolutions,  and  the  necessity  of  our  maintaining  a  large 
force  on  that  border.  They  also  refer  to  the  notoriously  bad  character 
of  many  of  the  Mexican  troops  brought  up  there  from  the  interior, 
many  of  whom  desert  and  either  remain  on  the  other  side  or  come  over 
to  our  side.  They  also  show  that  seven-eighths  of  the  population  of  the 
tier  of  counties  for  100  miles  back  from  the  Rio  Grande  is  Mexican  by 
birth,  and  that  the  habits  of  these  people  are  Mexican.  The  committee 
can  derive  a  good  deal  of  information  concerning  the  occupants  of  the 
country  on  the  south  and  west  side  of  the  river — the  country  bordering 
the  Rio  Grande — by  reading  the  ^tter  part  of  the  report  of  the  Mexi- 
can Commission,  in  which  the  immense  number  of  raids  committed  on 
that  border  for  twenty  years  past  and  the  immense  amount  of  dam- 
age done  are  stated.  The  commissioners  claim  that  the  Indians  who 
committed  these  depredations  came  from  the  United  States,  but  the  raids 
now  are  reversed,  and  all  those  Indians  who  then  made  raids  into  Mex- 
ico from  the  United  States  are  now  living  in  Mexico,  and  have  made 
peace  with  the  citizens  on  that  side,  and  now  raid  back  on  the  United 
States.  They  are  wild,  savage  Indians,  living  in  mountains  that  are  in- 
accessible, in  a  country  which  is  reported  on  the  Mexican  maps  as  un- 
known. So  that  we  have  these  wild  raiding  people  upon  our  border,  in 
a  country  over  which  the  Mexican  Government  has  never  exercised  con- 
trol, and  for  that  reason  I  think  that  that  government  has  no  right  to 
consider  that  following  the  Indians  is  any  violation  of  the  law  of  na- 
tions any  more  than  we  should  have  such  a  right  if  we  had  an  island  in 
the  Pacific  Ocean  in  which  pirates  lived  and  depredated  upon  com- 
merce. We  should  nor.  claim  exemption  from  interference  with  those 
pirates  under  the  law  of  nations  because  the  i^l^ud  V^^\q\\%^W^  ^\^ 
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United  States.  These  Indians  are  not  citizens  of  Mexico ;  they  are  sav- 
ages, and  the  Mexican  commissioners  state  in  their  report  that  these 
Indians  are  beyond  the  reach  of  police  and  far  from  settlements.  For 
that  reason  they  cannot  claim  that  they  are  exempt  from  panishment. 

Mr.  Orapo.  What  extent  of  country  do  these  Indians  occupy  f 

General  Ord  pointed  out  on  the  map  the  location  of  the  Indians.  He 
went  on  to  say : 

The  raids  on  the  Lower  Rio  Grande  were  very  numerous  in  the  time 
of  Cortina,  but  when  the  civil  war  began  there  between  the  Cortina 
faction  and  the  Diaz  faction,  the  raids  diminished.  80  long  as  Cor- 
tina remained  on  that  frontier  he  was  the  head  man  of  the  wild  and 
lawless  people  on  the  border.    He  has  been  succeeded  since  by  Canales. 

Keturning  again  to^  the  consideration  of  the  Indian  raids,  General 
Ord  said :  I  am  told  by  gentlemen  who  have  lived  all  the  time  in  Mex- 
ico that  this  region  (indicating  on  the  map)  is  a  desolate  waste  of  mount- 
ains, bearing  nothing  but  grass  and  Indians,  and  that  the  troops  of  the 
United  States  might  occupy  it  for  fifty  years  without  the  people  of  Mex- 
ico knowing  anything  about  it.  Lately  General  Treviiio  came  to  see 
me  on  the  subject,  and  I  suggested  to  him  the  propriety  of  his  troops 
driving  the  Indians  out  of  that  country,  but  he  said  he  had  no  knowl- 
edge of  the  country ;  that  they  did  not  know  where  the  water  was,  aod 
that  they  would  have  to  send  exploring  parties  into  the  country  to  fiod 
out  where  the  water  was.  Our  troops  going  into  that  country  have 
frequently  marched  ninety  miles  without  finding  water. 

The  Chairman.  What  do  you  estimate  as  the  total  aggregate  of  this 
Indian  population  f 

General  Orp.  I  am  surprised  at  its  numbers.  A  small  detachment  of 
scouts  recently  went  over  the  river  under  Lieutenant  Bullis,  who  reports 
that  it  is  the  worst  country  he  has  ever  seen.  The  Indians  were  so  aa- 
merons  that  he  had  to  fall  back  ten  miles  on  our  side  of  the  river  antil 
he  was  re-enforced  by  a  detachment  of  three  companies,  who  have  gone 
back  to  see  what  they  can  do. 

The  Chairman.  Have  these  Indians  settlements  of  any  magnitude! 

General  Orp.  They  have  several  little  towns  in  these  mountains,  bat 
they  move  firequently. 

The  Chairman.  Are  they  divided  into  tribes  or  nations! 

General  Ord.  They  are  divided  into  tribes  and  nations,  speaking  dif- 
ferent languages. 

The  Chairman.  And  living  separately  f 

General  Ord.  Not  always }  they  frequently  combine  in  their  opera- 
tions. 

Mr.  Schleicher.  At  the  foot  of  the  mountains  here,  where  the  little 
towns  of  Bimolino  and  Saragossa  are,  is  there  not  an  active  intercoarse 
between  the  Mexicans  and  some  settlements  of  Indians  f 

General  Ord.  Those  Indians  who  formerly  crossed  from  the  United 
Siates  and  depredated  in  Mexico  have  now  setUed  in  Mexico,  and  ap- 
pear to  be  on  friendly  terms  with  the  Mexicans,  and  they  carry  their 
plunder  down  into  the  villages  and  sell  it  to  Mexicans,  receiving  in  re- 
turn powder,  ammunition,  &c  Not  long  since  I  notified  the  Mexican 
authorities  that  there  was  a  camp  of  that  sort  near  Saragossa,  and  I  had 
papers  made  out  for  the  extradition  of  some  Indians  who  had  wounded 
an  American  citizen,  who  was  then  lying  in  a  hospital  at  Fort  Claris. 

Mr.  Cox.  What  resulted  from  the  attempt  at  extradition  f 

General  Ord.  My  letters  were  to  the  military  authorities  on  the  front- 
ier (I  mean  the  subordinate  or  perhaps  insubordinate  military  author- 
ilies),  and  Wi^'j  e^^svx^*^^  Wi^oi^^N^a*  Xs^  'i^\si^^\i^  that  the  Indians  had 
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gone  off  into  the  moantains  and  were  concealed  and  coald  not  be  found. 
I  knew  at  the  time  that  these  Indians  were  trading  with  Mexicans 
Shortly  after  that,  in  following  one  of  these  Indian  trails,  our  party 
made  for  the  town  and  attacked  it.  We  found  these  Indians  jast  in  and 
wesl^of  Saragossa,  thereby  contradicting  the  statement  of  the  Mexican 
authorities  that  they  could  not  be  found.  This  shows  the  indisposition 
of  the  local  authorities  there  to  deal  with  us  in  good  faith.  My  impres- 
sion is  that  the  Mexican  Government  is  anxious  to  put  a  stop  to  raids 
and  to  enforce  better  order,  and  to  remove  the  officers  who  refuse  to 
obey  its  orders,  but  the  ability  of  the  Mexican  Government  to  do  this  is 
another  question. 

Mr.  Schleicher.  Were  not  reports  repeatedly  made  to  you   that 
Indian  raids  starting  from  Saragossa  and  Bimolino  were  fitted  out  in 
'Mexico,  and  that  the  raiders  had  orders  and  passports  to  enable  them 
to  cross  the  river  without  interference  from  the  Mexican  authorities  f 

General  Ord.  I  forwarded  a  report,  which  came  from  the  commer- 
cial agent  in  Mexico,  stating  that  the  Indians  had  an  order  in  ad- 
vance, in  one  case,  for  a  pair  of  large  American  nlules.  I  had  some  let- 
ters, which  are  now  in  the  State  Department,  showing  that  such  orders 
were  given  in  advance,  and  that  the  local  authorities  were  engaged  in 
and  profited  by  the  trade.  These  reports  came  in  from  a  gentleman 
who  lived  in  Mexico,  and  was  engaged  in  mining  there  some  fifteen 
years  ago.  He  says  that  at  one  time  the  trade  in  stolen  cattle  and  • 
horses  was  so  lively  in  one  of  these  towns  that  the  authorities  levied 
tax  upon  them,  and  that  this  tax  became  so  large  that  a  revolution 
was  got  up  by  another  faction  to  gain  possession  of  the  town  so  as  to 
get  the  tax.  This  report  in  reference  to  the  two  large  American  mules 
was  made  last  summer  or  spring. 

Mr.  Schleicher.  Did  you  hear  anything  about  these  raiding  Indians 
having  passports  from  the  authorities  in  Mexico  f 

General  Ord.  There  was  a  statement  made  by  one  of  the  Mexican 
ranchmen  that  the  authorities  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  had 
given  raiding  Indians  a  passport  to  pass  in  one  direction,  and  that  when 
these  Indians  returned,  they  left  with  the  Mexican  authorities  on  the 
river  (a  sort  of  custom-house  guard)  a  portion  of  the  horses  as  a  sort  of 
payment  for  permission  or  protection. 

The  Chairman.  These  passports  were  not  given  by  the  central  gov- 
ernment, but  by  local  authorities  f 

General  Ord.  The  central  government  of  Mexico  has  little  or  no  con- 
trol over  these  people.  The  authorities  are  more  or  less  temporary  and 
are  utterly  uuscrupnlons. 

Mr.  Orapo.  What  was  the  necessity  for  passports  t  Are  passports 
necessary  to  cross  over  from  Mexico  into  Texas  t 

General  Ord.  No,  sir ;  they  were  to  facilitate  the  rapid  liight  of  these 
raiders  in  case  they  were  pursued  from  our  side,  and  not  to  have  them 
stopped  to  pay  any  dues. 

Mr.  Orapo.  How  often  do  our  troops  cross  the  line  t 

General  Ord.  We  go  over  whenever  we  can,  under  our  orders,  in  pur- 
suit of  tbese  raiders.  We  are  there  for  the  protection  of  the  frontier. 
When  I  left  there  only  a  few  days  ago  there  were  three  parties  of  In- 
dians that  we  knew  of  raiding  in  Texas.     . 

Mr.  Grapo.  Do  the  local  authorities  make  any  objection  to  your  thus 
crossing  over  the  river  in  pursuit  of  these  Indian. 

General  Ord.  I  have  recently  met  very  serious  objection  in  Goahuila. 
In  Chihuahua  we  have  had  an  understanding  on  both  sides,  so  that  w^ 
can  cross  over  into  their  territory  and  they  can  cto^^  o\^t  \\i\i?i  w«.'s».    ^ 
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Mr.  Cox.  Do  these  Indians  belong  to  Mexico  f 

General  Ord.  It  is  very  difficalt  to  tell.  They  are  wandering  Indi- 
ans; they  live  by  plunder;  they  are  predatory  in  their  habits.  These 
Lipans,  I  think,  have  been  driven  across  from  Texas  on  account  of  their 
wild  habits.  They  know  the  country  well ;  better,  probably,  thaa  the 
people  who  live  in  the  plains  and  who  own  the  country.  These  hills 
(indicating  on  the  map)  are  about  150  or  180  miles  in  extent,  and  come 
down  within  30  miles  of  San  Antonio.  During  the  civil  war  in  Mexico, 
and  before  it,  these  Indians  drove  cattle  within  three  miles  of  San  An- 
tonio. There  is  a  famous  hill  about  three  miles  east  of  San  Antonio, 
known  as  the  Apache  Lookout.  These  Indian  raiding-parties  some- 
times come  there  and  occupy  this  hill  and  keep  a  watch  over  the  coun- 
try for  parties  whom  they  attack. 

Mr.  Gox.  Are  any  of  these  depredations  committed  by  Mexican  citi- 
zens f 

General  Ord.  There  are  a  great  many  Mexican  captives  among  the 
Indians,  and  there  are  Mexican  traders  who  trade  with  them  and  live 
in  these  towns.  The^Indiaus  get  all  the  arms  that  they  want  from  them, 
and  they  sell  to  them  their  store  and  plunder.  The  Indians  are  well 
known  to  them  by  name.  You  can  go  to  Saragossa  to-morrow  and  see 
the  principal  chief  of  theLipans  come  in  to  dispose  of  plunder,  and  if 
you  talk  with  these  Indians  in  Spanish,  they  will  tell  you  that  they  are 
Kickapoos. 

Mr.  Cox.  They  are  our  northwestern  Indians! 

General  Ord.  Yes ;  they  moved  down  there  during  the  war. 

Mr.  Bridges.  Have  the  Mexican  authorities  made  any  effort  to  pre- 
vent Mexican  citizens  purchasing  plunder  from  Indians  f 

General  Ord.  The  local  authorities  in  the  vicinity  of  the  raidera, 
while  they  have  made  a  pretense  to  prevent  these  outrages,  have,  I 
think,  made  no  real,  honest  efforts  to  do  so.  What  they  propose  to  do 
now  I  do  not  know.  Diaz  has  ordered  some  r^^lar  troops  there.  Gen- 
tlemen here  have  stated  to  me  that  the  object  of  ordering  troops  there 
is  to  have  troops  that  will  not  be  under  this  local  intiuence,  and  that 
can  overawe  the  inhabitants  and  do  what  the  central  government  re- 
quires. 

Mr.  Forney.  Are  these  Mexican  troops  to  act  in  accordance  with 
you! 

General  Ord.  That  is  the  information*  we  receive.  It  will  depend, 
however,  entirely  upon  whether  the  Mexican  troops  receiv^e  pay  from  the 
central  government  or  whether  they  will  have  to  levy  assessments  on 
the  country.  They  are  very  apt  to  be  more  or  less  influenced  by  the 
local  feeling. 

Mr.  Crapo.  Do  these  local  authorities  get  their  appointments  from 
the  central  government  or  what  is  their  organization! 

General  Ord.  They  are  a  good  deal  more  independent  in  their  ap- 
pointment and  in  their  action  afterward  than  the  State  authorities  are 
in  the  United  States.  They  pay  little  or  no  attention  to  the  orders  of 
the  central  government.  They  regulate  their  own  affairs,  elect  their 
own  governors,  alcaldes,  judges,  senators,  and  representatives. 

Mr.  Schleicher.  You  stated  a  while  ago  that  the  tax  levied  in  one 
of  these  towns  upon  property  stolen  from  Texas  was  so  large  that  on 
one  occasion  it  caused  a  revolution,  one  set  of  officers  wanting  to  drive 
another  set  out  in  order  to  get  i>os8ession  of  the  tax. 

General  Ord.  That  was  the  statement  made  in  a  letter  written  by  a 
mining  agent  to  the  superintendent  of  the  mine,  of  which  he  furnished 
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me  a  copy.    This  was  tbren  or  tour  years  ago,  either  under  the  Juarez 
government  or  the  Maximilian  government. 

Mr.  Schleicher.  How  do  the  people  in  these  towns  of  Bimolino  and 
Saragossa  live ;  what  trade  have  they  f 

General  Ord.  It  is  hard  to  say.  There  is  very  little  trade,  I  believe, 
except  with  some  mines  in  the  interior.  They  caltivate  a  little  land 
and  irrigate  a  little.  Some  of  these  Indian  tribes  (the  Kickapoos)  are 
qnite  agricnltnral.  Colonel  Mackenzie  went  in  there  and  pnnished  the 
Kickapoos  very  severely,  and  since  then  they  have  moved  back,  and  are 
now  cultivating  land.  The  Lipans  never  cultivate  the  soil,  but  subsist 
by  plunder.  I  am  told  that  the  trade  of  these  towns  is  a  very  lively  one 
in  plunder. 

Mr.  Williams.  What  is  the  length  of  the  frontier  that  you  are  de- 
fending? 

General  Ord.  One  thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty  miles  along 
the  river. 

Mr.  Williams.  How  many  troops  have  you  ? 

General  Ord.  Before  I  left  I  had  2,900  men.  That  included  head- 
quarters, hospital-stewards,  various  attendants,  two  companies  that 
were  out  constructing  telegraph-lines,  guards  for  mail-routes,  and  all 
the  little  details  of  men  that  take  away  from  the  effective  force — ;»roba- 
bly  one-third. 

The  Chairman.  What  proportion  of  cavalry  have  you  f 

General  Ord.  I  have  two  regiments  of  cavalry,  each  about  850  strong. 

Mr.  Orapo.  Where  are  your  headquarters  f 

General  Ord.  At  San  Antonio. 

Mr.  Williams.  How  far  have  your  troops  penetrated  into  Mexican 
territory  in  pursuit  of  raiders! 

General  Ord.  From  150  to  200  miles  in  this  mountain  district. 

Mr.  Williams.  About  how  many  of  our  people  have  been  killed  last 
yeart  >)• 

General  Ord.  A  little  mire  than  a  year  ajjo  a  very  fierce  and  ugly 
raid  was  made  by  the  Indians,  who  killed  all  that  they  came  across. 
They  killed  fourteen  persons,  and  in  a  recent  raid  they  killed  three.  I 
bad  a  telegram  yesterday  stating  that  the  raiding  Indians  are  all  be- 
lieved to  be  back  over  the  Bio  Grande,  in  front  of  San  Antonio,  and 
that  two  men  have  been  killed. 

Mr.  Schleicher.  Give  the  committee  an  idea  of  the  past  history  and 
the  present  condition  of  the  State  of  Tamaulipas. 

General  Ord.  The  population  on  the  lower  river  has  been  restrained 
during  the  last  year  by  the  revolutionary  governments  and  by  the  con- 
tending factions  being  so  equally  matched  that  it  was  afraid  the  United 
States  troops  would  cross  and  attack  it.  Cortina,  who  has  been  the 
leader  of  nearly  all  the  great  raiding  bands,  was  very  careful  not  to 
have  any  trails  of  stolen  cattle  into  his  camp  during  the  revolution. 

Mr.  Cox.  What  has  become  of  Cortina! 

General  Ord.  I  think  he  is  in  the  city  of  Mexico,  and  that  he  has  a 
sort  of  parole,  but  I  do  not  know  positively.  Since  Cortina  ceased  to 
be  in  power  Canales  is  the  governor  and  military  ruler.  He  is  a  sort  of 
opposition  leader  to  Cortina.  He  and  Cortina  have  been  bitter  enemies, 
and  he  has  not  been  disfiosed  to  relax  bis  hostility  to  the  Cortina  men, 
or,  as  they  call  them,  the  mnchachos  de  Cortina — Cortina  boys.  If  he 
can  starve  them  out,  and  thus  reduce  the  Cortina  power,  he  would  be 
glad  to  do  so.  Therefore,  I  think  he  has  been  disposed  to  prevent  their 
raiding  into  the  United  States  and  getting  plunder.  Quite  a  number  of 
these  Cortina  men  went  off  with  the  troops,  a\\d\\\«A»\i^^\^W!a.^^'^^\^>^»k 
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for  the  Lower  Bio  Grande,  and  until  recently  things  there  have  been 
comparatively  quiet.  You  may  read  in  the  Mexican  papers  that  there 
have  been  ho  raids  since  Gortina  left,  because  they  know  of  none,  but 
their  knowledge  only  extends  for  100  or  200  miles. 

Mr.  ScnLEiGHBB.  Explain  to  the  committee  that  the  two  classes  of 
raids,  those  on  the  Upper  Kio  Grande  and  on  the  Lower  Bio  Grande, 
are  entirely  separate  and  distinct. 

General  Ord.  Entirely.  They  are  just  as  different  as  if  the  French 
population  living  on  the  Canadian  border  were  to  have  a  feud  with  the 
people  on  our  side  and  to  come  across  and  have  a  little  predatory  war, 
while  the  Sioux  Indians  under  Sitting  Bull  were  to  take  the  Union  Pa- 
cific Bailroad  aud  to  steal  cattle  along  there.  The  one  class  of  these 
raids  is  by  wild,  predatory  savages,  who  have  been  raiding  on  the  Pue- 
blo Indians  of  Mexico  ever  since  we  have  any  knowledge ;  the  Apaches, 
and  Comanches,  and  Lipaus,  aud  all  the  different  brauchesof  the  great 
Apache  and  Navajo  tribes. 

Mr.  Cox.  I  suppose  you  assume  that  diplomacy  has  failed  to  correct 
this  mischief? 

General  Urd.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Cox.  The  Army  has  also  failed  f 

General  Ord.  I  consider  that  we  are  gradus^lly  succeeding. 

Mr.  Cox.  Is  there  in  your  mind  any  other  remedy  f 

General  Ord.  The  remedy  that  has  been  adopted. 

Mr.  Cox.  Is  there  anything  that  Congress  can  dof 

General  Ord.  I  think  that  it'  Congress  would  only  agree  by  resolution 
that  the  order  of  the  President  in  the  premises  is  right  and  proper,  that 
would  satisfy  the  Mexican  Government  that  this  is  not  a  mere  tempo- 
rary expedient,  and  its  moral  effect  in  Mexico  would  be  good.  Their 
periodicals  state  that  the  American  Congress  is  opposed  to  the  orders 
issued  by  the  Secretary  of  War  and  will  not  support  them ;  but  if 
those  orders  are  supported,  and  it  is  known  to  be  the  determination  of 
the  nation  that  these  raids  shall  cease,  and  that  the  necessary  measures 
shall  be  taken  to  suppress  them,  they  will  have  no  further  excuse  for 
delay  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  Schleicher.  You  have  never  failed  to  impress  the  Mexican  au- 
thorities with  the  idea  that  your  crossing  in  pursuit  of  raiders  means  no 
hostility  to  the  government  f 

General  Ord.  In  all  instances.  In  my  conversations  with  Mexican 
officers,  and  in  my  remarks  to  General  Benavides,  I  have  stated  that  we 
confine  our  operations  entirely  to  the  parties  that  commit  the  offenses, 
and  that  if  they  only  keep  the  Indians  out  of  the  country  occupied  by 
peaceful  inhabitants  they  will  never  know  that  we  go  into  the  country. 

Mr.  Schleicher.  State,  in  a  general  way,  the  character  and  history 
of  these  raids  on  the  Lower  Bio  Grande. 

General  Ord.  The  lower  classes  of  the  inhabitants  of  Mexico  are 
nearly  all  Indian  by  descent,  but  having  different  characteristics  and 
speaking  different  languages.  The  Indians  of  Tamaulipa^  in  the  early 
days  were  wild  and  desperate  and  never  were  subdued  by  the  Spanish. 
They  were  cattle-ranch  Indians — offshoots  of  the  Florida  Indians  who 
went  into  that  country  because  of  its  facilities  for  plunder.  There  have 
been  a  great  many  accessions  to  their  number  by  deserters  from  the 
Mexican  troops.  All  through  Mexico  all  the  labor  is  done  by  Indians — 
by  peons;  the  men  laboring  upon  ranches  are  Indians,  but  are  what  are 
called  Pueblo  Indians.  The  people  of  Spanish  race  are  very  few  and 
scattered,  and  probably  not  more  than  one-teuth  of  the  population  pre- 
tend to  be  descended  from  Spaniards.    There  are  also  a  great  many 
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nein^-  The  Indians  in  tbe  center  of  Mexico  are  generally  quiet  and 
submissive  to  any  set  of  rulers  who  take  control  over  them.  The  worst 
class  of  them,  augmented  by  various  deserters,  occupy  the  borders  of 
Tamaulipas.  They  were  under  the  leadership  of  desperate  fellows  like 
Cortina  or  Ganales,  and  when  they  were  notified  to  raid  into  the  United 
States  they  would  do  so  with  pleasure.  When  I  suggested  to  the  com- 
mandant at  Matamoros  to  try  and  get  up  a  public  sentiment  among  the 
people  against  these  outlaws,  he  told  me  that  unfortunately  the  public 
sentiment  was  the  other  way  and  in  favor  of  the  outlaws.  When  they 
are  not  raiding  ui)on  citizens  of  the  United  States,  these  same  fellows 
will  raid  against  their  own  country  people.  The  very  men  who  come 
along  as  conductors  for  a  train  will  turn  around  and  plunder  that  train 
in  connection  with  some  robber  band. 

Mr.  Forney.  Have  there  been  many  raids  since  the  commencement 
of  this  year  t 

General  Ord.  Only  two  or  three  recently. 

Mr.  Bridges.  Can  the  river  be  crossed  at  any  point, of  that  fourteen 
hundred  miles  which  you  guard  or  have  the  Indians  particular  points  at 
which  they  cross  the  river  f 

General  Ord.  They  can  cross  almost  anywhere,  especially  in  low 
water.  When  the  water  is  very  high  and  swift  they  have  to  select 
points  for  crossing,  but  they  pay  no  attention  to  fords.  They  swim 
their  horses  and  swim  themselves. 

Mr.  Bridges.  How  many  troops  have  you  in  your  command  to  pro- 
tect that  line  f 

General  Ord.  About  2,900,  but  re-enforcements  have  been  ordered  re- 
cently, which  will  give  me  about  5,000  men,  and  I  think  that  that  num- 
ber will  be  sufficient  to  preserve  the  peace. 

The  Chairman.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  if  Congress  would  pass 
some  measure  recognizing  the  recent  orders  given  to  the  troops,  it 
would  have  a  good  effect  in  protecting  the  border  from  the  incursions 
of  these  people  f  ' 

General  Ord.  I  think  it  would. 

The  Chairman.  As  showing  that  Congress  united  in  that  policy  t 

General  Ord.  Yes,  sir ;  it  would  be  of  great  service,  indeed,  and 
would  convince  the  people  of  Mexico  that  this  is  not  a  mere  temporary 
expedient. 

Mr.  Forney.  Would  not  a  recognition  on  the  part  of  our  government 
of  the  present  Diaz  government  also  aid  and  assist  in  that! 

General  Ord.  I  think  it  would  undoubtedly.  I  think  that  anything 
which  would  promote  quiet  and  stability  in  Mexico  would  have  its  in- 
fluence on  the  frontier. 

Mr.  SOHLEiGHER.  Was  not  the  worst  time  of  these  raids  the  time 
when  the  Lerdo  government  was  recognized  by  us  t 

General  Ord.  There  was  a  recogni2^  government  at  that  time,  but 
still  that  government  was  entirely  powerless  to  control  Cortina  and  his 
people.  It  appeared  to  be  afraid  to  exercise  any  rule  over  them, 
whereas  Mr.  Diaz  has  taken  Cortina  into  the  city  of  Mexico,  and  is  ap- 
parently a  more  determined  man  than  any  President  of  Mexico  that  we 
have  had  for  a  long  time. 

Mr.  ScHLEiOHER.  Do  you  not  think  that  much  of  his  exertion  is  due 
to  the  desire  on  his  part  to  be  recognized  by  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment f 
.   General  Ord.  I  cannot  say  as  to  that. 

Mr.  SoHLBiOHER.  Tou  stated  in  your  testimony  last  Congress  that 
there  were  a  number  of  settlements  along  the  border  wUIqIv  ck^qJIjI  V^ 
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compared  with  the  settlements  of  pirates  on  the  North  African  coast ; 
that  they  had  settled  there  in  villaj^es  for  plunder  without  any  visible 
means  of  support.  That  was  during  the  time  of  Mr.  Lerdo's  govern- 
ment f 

General  Ord.  That  was  in  the  time  of  Mr.  Lerdo's  government. 

Mr.  SoHLEiOHER.  You  also  stated  that  the  Indian  raids  had  been 
stopped  by  Greneral  Mackenzie's  punishment  of  the  Indians. 

General  Ord.  That  is,  the  Kickapoo  raids. 

Mr.  Schleicher.  Previous  to  General  Mackeuzie'2^  invasion  these 
Kickapoos  were  also  very  troublesome  ! 

General  Ord.    They  were. 

Mr.  Schleicher.  Was  not  that  during  the  time  of  the  Lerdo  gov- 
ernment! 

General  Ord.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  the  Lerdo  government 
or  the  Juarez  government,  but  it  was  some  government  recognized  by 
us. 

Mr.  Schleicher.  And  the  only  time  that  the  Indian  raids  were 
stopped  was  by  the  invasion  of  General  Mackenzie  f 

General  Ord.  The  reports  have  come  from  Mexico  that  these  Indians 
moved  back,  and  have  been  since  that  time  comparatively  quiet. 

Mr.  Williams.  You  have  spoken  of  these  Mexicans  as  being  sub- 
stantially outlaws.     Does  that  bold  good  as  to  the  whole  population  f 

General  Ord.  No,  sir ;  after  being  in  the  country  about  a  year,  I 
stated  in  my  report  that  the  character  of  the  inhabitants  on  the  lower 
river  was  such  as  I  have  mentioned,  but  that  when  you  ascend 
the  river  you  come  into  a  country  with  a  population  that  is  very  intelli- 
gent and  more  disposed  to  keep  peace  and  to  maintain  friendly  relations 
with  us.  The  people  on  the  lower  river  are  raiders  pretty  much.  There 
are  very  few  exceptions. 

Mr.  Williams.  How  far  does  that  class  of  inhstbitants  extend  t 

General  Ord.  You  find  them  principally  in  Tamaulipas.  Then  there 
is  a  small  class  of  inhabitants  in  some  of  the  towns  of  Ooahuila,  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  raiding  Indians,  who  buy  plunder  from  these  Indians, 
but  as  you  get  farther  up  the  inhabitants  are  entirely  friendly,  and  co- 
operate with  us. 

Mr.  Grapo.  Is  there  any  objection  to  the  Mexican  troops  coming  over 
on  our  side  in  pursuit  of  Indians  who  go  from  Texas  over  into  Mexico 
for  plunderf 

Genera]  Ord.  On  the  contrary,  I  have  invited  cooperation,  and  I 
have  directed  that  when  they  cross  over  they  shall  be  treated  as  our  own 
troops. 

Mr.  Crapo.  There  has  been  no  conflict  by  reason  of  their  doing  sof 

General  Ord.  None  at  all,  unless,  probably,  the  State  authorities  of 
Texas  might  look  upon  them  as  being  dangerous  in  the  country;  but 
their  crossing  would  not  occur,  probably,  in  any  district  that  is  occu- 
pied by  settlers.  There  is  an  immense  district  on  the  western  frontier 
of  Texas,  above  the  mouth  of  Devil's  River,  which  is  a  wild,  unpopu- 
lated region,  extending  all  the  way  up  until  you  get  to  the  valley  of  the 
Eio  Grande,  where  there  is  some  cultivation  by  means  of  irrigation. 
All  that  country  (indicating  on  the  map)  on  both  sides  of  the  river  is  a 
desolate  waste,  open  to  Indian  raids  and  scarcely  populated.  The 
co-operation  to  protect  settlers  from  these  depredating  Indians  ought  to 
be  mutual,  and  I  think  that,  with  a  little  encouragement  and  good-will 
between  the  authorities  of  both  countries,  it  will  be. 

Mr.  Schleicher.  There  never  has  been  apy  objection  to  Mexicans 
coming  over  from  Chihuahua  in  pursuit  of  Indians  f 
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GreDeral  Ord.  They  claim  that  they  have  been  objected  to  and  that 
they  have  not  been  allowed  to  pursue  the  Indians. 

Mr.  Cox   Have  you  received  any  recent  orders  f 

General  Ord.  Our  orders  are  very  strict,  not  to  cross  the  river  where 
the  Mexicans  have  any  troops  at  all  who  have  tho  ability  to  follow  the 
raiders  themselves — any  troops  capable  of  overtaking  the  raiders  and 
restoring  the  property.  I  have  been  directed  not  to  allow  any  violation 
of  those  orders  in  any  instance  whatever. 

Mr.  Schleicher.  Years  ago  the  Mexicans  came  over  frequently  from 
Chihuahua! 

General  Ord.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Schleicher.  At  one  time  you  had  rations  issued  to  them  ? 

General  Ord.  That  was  in  California,  when  1  had  command  of  that 
department.  It  included  Arizona.  The  Mexican  troops  crossed  over 
in  pursuit  of  Cochise,  a  noted  Indian  depredator,  and  I  kept  the  Mexi- 
can troops  for  two  weeks  and  furnished  them  with  rations. 

Mr.  Forney.  Is  the  sentimeut  of  the  Mexican  population  against  us 
from  the  mouth  of  the  Kio  Grande  up  to  Mier  T 

General  Ord.  It  is,  on  the  part  of  those  who  want  to  obtain  power 
and  plunder;  but  I  do  not  know  that  you  can  include  in  that  the  iutel- 
ligent  land-owners,  who  want  peace  and  quiet. 

Mr.  Schleicher.  State  something  about  that  occurrence  last  August 
in  breaking  the  jail  in  Kio  Grande  City. 

General  Ord.  Colonel  Price,  in  command  of  Kiuggold  Barracks, 
reported  to  me  by  telegraph  thac  during  the  night  a  party  had  crossed 
the  river,  broken  the  jail  in  Kio  Grande  City,  wounded  the  jailer's  wife 
and  deputy  sheriff,  and,  I  think,  another  person,  and  released  two  or 
three  persons  who  were  confined  there  for  offenses  against  the  State  of 
Texas.  One  of  them  was  supposed  to  be  a  horse-thief  and  another  a 
murderer.  Colonel  Price  reported  that  they  had  taken  these  prisoners 
to  the  Mexican  side,  and  that  he  had  followed  the  trail  to  a  certain 
I)oint  where  they  had  crossed,  and  that  he  believed  the  released  prison- 
ers were  then  in  Camargo  or  in  the  vicinity.  As  this  was  a  case  tor  the 
governor  of  Texas,  under  the  extradition  laws,  I  referred  the  matter  to 
him,  and  he  made,  through  the  extradition  agent  on  the  border,  an 
application  for  the  return  of  the  criminals.  Efforts  were  made  to  obtain 
their  return,  and  I  think  that  three  of  the  persons  engaged  in  breaking 
the  jail  were  surrendered.  These  men,  I  believe,  have  been  since  tried 
and  sentenced  to  a  slight  punishment. 

Mr.  Schleicher.  Why,  in  your  opinion,  were  these  three  men  sin- 
gled out  f 

General  Ord.  The  reports  came  from  the  officer  on  the  border  that 
these  three  were  men  of  little  or  no  position;  whereas  the  others  who 
were  engaged  in  the  attack  on  the  jail  were  men  of  some  importance, 
and  would  not  be  disturbed. 

Mr.  Schleicher.  Are  you  aware  of  any  effort  being  made  by  the 
Mexican  authorities  to  bring  these  men  to  justice! 

General  Ord.  The  authorities  representing  the  central  government, 
among  them  General  Benavides,  exerted  themselves  to  the  utmost,  I 
believe,  to  have  these  offenders  all  delivered  up,  but  their  efforts  were 
looked  upon  as  so  absurd  that  when  Benavides  crossed  over  the  river  to 
impress  upon  General  Canales  the  importance  of  carrying  out  his  instruc- 
tions and  delivering  up  these  men,  he  found  it  unsafe  to  remain  there^ 
and  he  left  at  night,  for  fear  of  his  life,  and  escaped  to  our  side,  leaving 
his  baggage  behind  him. 

Mr.  Bridges.  You  have  troops  stationed  at  d\ffet^\i\,  ^wx\s.  <^^  'Oi^fe 
river  t 
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General  Ord.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Bridges.  What  distance  is  there  between  the  points  at  which 
troops  are  stationed  T 

General  Ord.  In  the  lower  river  the  x>06ts  are  about  100  miles  apart, 
except  In  two  instances.  I  have  troops  at  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
Brownsville ;  then  100  miles  farther  up,  at  Binggold  Barracks ;  then 
100  miles  farther  up,  at  Laredo ;  then  100  miles  farther  up,  at  Fort  Dun- 
can }  and  then  60  miles  farther  up,  at  San  Felipe. 

Mr.  Bridges.  Are  not  the  raids  made  very  suddenly  as  a  general  rule  ! 

General  Ord.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Bridges.  These  raids  can  be  made  between  the  different  points 
of  your  military  stations  before  the  troops  can  be  aware  of  them  f 

General  Ord.  On  the  lower  river  the  character  of  the  river  is  such 
that  the  first  notice  we  have  of  raids  is  after  the  people  have  lost  their 
cattle,  and  after  the  raiders  are  in  full  career  for  the  river.  That  is  the 
reason  why  I  said  that  there  was  no  remedy  except  by  following  the 
raiders  across.  From  the  difficulties  of  the  country,  it  is  almost  impos- 
sible to  intercept  them  before  they  reach  the  river. 

Mr.  Williams.  What  proportion  of  those  5,000  troops  is  cavalry  and 
what  proportion  infantry! 

General  Ord.  About  three-fifths  are  cavalry. 

Mr.  Schleicher.  The  demands  made  upon  the  Mexican  Government 
under  the  extradition  treaty  were  only  regarded  by  the  Mexicans  as 
extending  to  citizens  of  Texas  who  had  gone  over  there — that  is,  they 
denied  our  right  to  demand  the  return  of  anybody  who  lived  in  Mexico, 
holding  that  the  treaty  only  gave  us  the  right  to  claim  those  who  had 
fled  from  Texas  into  Mexico  f 

General  Ord.  The  discussion  in  regard  to  the  matter  is  contained  in  a 
document  sent  to  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  by  the  Secretary  of 
State.  My  impression  is,  from  a  casual  glance  at  the  reports  of  the  gov- 
ernor, that  they  refused  to  deliver  these  people  at  first  on  the  ground 
that  the  treaty  excepted  Mexican  citizens.  That  is  the  nature  of  the 
claim  of  their  authorities ;  and  I  think  that  in  the  discussion  of  the  sub- 
ject it  was  suggested  that  if  any  Mexican  citizen  could  be  claimed,  it 
would  be  hard  to  tell  who  would  be  the  next  man. 

Mr.  Williams.  How  large  an  armed  force  of  all  kinds  would  you 
have  to  contend  with  on  the  other  side  in  case  the  Mexican  authorities 
were  determined  to  resist  your  crossing  t 

General  Ord.  They  had  about  2,000  troops,  of  all  arms,  on  the  border 
extending  from  Tamaulipas  up;  but  recently  an  additional  force  of 
regular  troops  has  been  ordered  there,  and  I  believe  they  have  been 
ordered  up  in  good  faith  for  the  purpose  of  getting  rid  of  the  local  in- 
fluence. 

Mr.  Williams.  How  large  a  force  can  these  outlaws  get  up  against 
youf  • 

General  Ord.  On  one  occasion  a  company  of  State  troops <^rossed  over 
under  Captain  McNally,  after  I  had  stated  to  him  that  if  there  were  any 
regular  troops  in  the  vicinity,  and  if  he  should  run  any  serious  danger, 
we  should  protect  him  from  bad  results.  He  crossed  over  about  40  men, 
and  the  Mexicans  in  the  course  of  the  night  rallied  some  400  or  500  of 
their  rural  troops.  Along  the  lower  river  the  population  is  quite  thick, 
and  more  or  less  Mexican,  all  of  it.  They  have  organized  a  sort  of 
frontier  minute-men  there  who  assemble  on  short  notice.  If  they  had 
two  days'  notice  they  could  probably  have  doubled  the  number  that  met 
McNally.  They  can  raise,  I  suppose,  from  5,000  to  10,000  of  those 
troops,  extending  along  tlie  river  and  going  back  150  miles,  up  as  far  as 
Eagle  Pass. 


TEXAS  FHOKTIEK  TKOUBLSa  11 

I  EXAMINATION  OF  GENERAL  E.  O.  C.  OBD  CONTINUED. 

Washington,  D.  C,  December  13, 1877. 
By  Mr.  Sohleiohbb  : 

Question.  Yoa  testified  before  the  committee  in  tbe  last  Gou^ress. 
Will  you  make  your  teatimouy  on  that  oocanion  part  of  your  present 
testimony,  so  far  as  the  cx)n(]ition  of  things  at  that  time  was  concerned  f — 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  read  with  attention  the  testimony  then  given  by 
Captain  McNally  ? — A.  1  read  it  casually. 

Q.  He  is  not  alive  now  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  he  i8  dead. 

Mr.  SoHLEiOHEB.  I  would  like  you  to  look  over  his  evidence  and 
state  to  the  committee  (in  a  note  if  necessary)  that  you  have  examined 
it  and  consider  it  correct,  and  if  there  are  any  points  in  it  wherein  you 
differ  with  him.  you  may  state  that  also. 

General  Obd.  I  will  do  so. 

Q.  Since  that  time  there  has  been  comparative  quiet  on  that  portion 
of  the  border  where,  at  that  time,  most  of  the  raids  occurred  f  — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  You  stated  partly  the  other  day  the  reasdti  for  that  quiet;  but  the 
people  who  are  still  there,  are  they  not  those  raiding  people! — A.  The 
causes  still  exist,  and  if  the  restraints  now  imposed  were  v^ithdrawn  the 
raids  would  probably  be  as  bad  as  ever. 

Q.  You  mean  to  say  that  the  quiet  which  we  have  there  now  may  be 
attributed  to  the  presence  of  the  military  lorces  there,  not  to  the  disap- 
pearance of  the  causes  on  the  other  side? — A.  I  attribute  it  mainly  to 
the  orders  issued  to  follow  over  on  fresh  trails  after  the  raiders,  and  to 
the  fact  that  I  have  sufficient  forces  to  do  it,  and  that  they  are  appre- 
hensive that  I  will  do  it.    That  is  the  principal  cause  of  the  quiet. 

Q.  Has  the  State  of  Texas  any  troops  near  there,  and  do  you  think 
it  desirable  that  it  should  havef — A.  The  governor  of  Texas  informed 
me  that  he  had  sent  eight  men  down  there.  My  impression  is  that,  out- 
side of  the  necessity  for  guarding  the  jail  and  co-operating  in  the  exe- 
cution of  the  State  laws,  maintaining  order,  and  preventing  outlawry, 
the  State  troops  are  not  necessary  right  on  the  border.  They  may  be 
necessary  at  certain  localities,  on  account  of  the  absence  of  United 
States  troops. 

Q.  The  State  troops  in  the  western  part  of  Texas  have  been  engaged 
in  suppressing  lawlessness  on  our  side!^ — A.  Partly;  and  occasionally 
when  Indian  raids  are  made  (especially  in  the  northern  part)  the  State 
troops  have  followed  the  raiders,  with  success  at  times,  and  have  fre- 
quently sent  guides  with  us,  their  men  being  more  familiar  with  the 
country  than  ours. 

Q.  You  recollect  the  services  of  Captain  McNally  and  his  company! — 
A.  Yes,  sir;  I  regarded  him  as  a  very  useful  man  indeed.  His  company 
was  under  very  good  discipline  and  rendered  excellent  service,  especially 
at  the  time  when  Oortina  was  active  in  making  raids. 

Q.  Yun  made  a  remark  the  other  day  in  reference  to  the  raid  into  Bio 
Grande  City  when  the  district  attorney  and  two  jailers  were  wounded, 
and  when  the  jail  was  broken  open  and  criminals  taken  out,  that  that 
matter  belonged  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  governor  of  the  State,  rather 
than  to  the  military  jurisdiction.  Where  is  the  distinction  f  Is  it  nec- 
essary that  the  governor  should  keep  a  force  to  guard  against  such  in- 
vasions, or  is  not  your  own  power  sufficient  to  take  charge  of  the  entire 
protection  of  the  State,  so  as  to  include  such  a  case  f  Or  where  do  you 
draw  the  linef — A.  It  is  difficult  to  draw  it,    ThA  BtAl^  X^k^V^^x^^x^- 
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tborized  by  deputy  sheriffs  to  make  arrests.  We  have  no  such  authority 
withiD  the  limits  of  the  State.  I  should  be  very  glad  to  have  some  State 
troops  or  deputy  sheriffs  along  with  us  on  occasions  when  we  pursue 
these  raiders,  because,  if  we  were  to  overtake  them  and  to  shoot  some  of 
them  on  Texas  soil,  it  might  probably  turn  out  that  they  were  Texas 
citizens.  We  have  been  already  placed  under  serious  embarrassment 
because  pettifogging  attorneys  take  up  such  cases  and  cause  the  arrest 
of  the  ofticers  and  men  whenever  we  attempt  to  apprehend  these  raiders, 
unless  we  are  accompanied  by  some  State  officials.  So  that  the  pres- 
ence of  small  detachments  of  the  State  troops  is  very  desirable  when  we 
overtake  raiders,  because  the  State  troops  can  commence  tiring  upoa 
them ;  whereas  if  we  did  so,  and  shot  any  of  them,  their  friends  would 
have  us  arrested  immediately  and  tried  for  murder. 

Q.  Has  there  ever  been  a  conviction  except  in  the  case  of  General 
Hatch? — A.  No,  sir;  but  the  people  who  control  the  laws  along  that 
border  being  Mexicans,  makes  it  very  difficult  for  troops  to  act  without 
having  some  State  authorities  along  with  them.  Tbe  governor  has  very 
kindly  sent  deputy  sheriffs,  at  my  instance,  on  some  occasions  along 
with  our  detachments,  to  enable  them  to  make  arrests.  The  laws  of  the 
State  are  the  dominant  laws  there,  and  1  wish  to  respect  them  and  re- 
spect the  State  authorities  on  all  occasions.  Tbe  governor  is  also  the 
party  to  make  reclamations  for  extraditioit. 

Q.  In  that  instance  of  the  raid  on  Rio  Orande  City,  there  were  twelve 
or  fifteen  Mexicans  engaged  in  it,  and  they  came  upon  our  territory  and 
attempted  murder? — A.  They  shot  three  persons. 

Q.  They  broke  open  the  jail,  took  out  criminals,  and  carried  them  to 
the  other  side? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Would  not  the  United  States  troops  be  authorized  to  act  in  such 
a  case  ? — A.  When  there  is  no  other  power  to  protect  the  citizens  against 
such  raids,  I  would  regard  it  as  my  duty  to  step  forward  and  save  the 
lives  of  our  citizens  against  Mexicans  or  Indians. 

Q.  I  do  not  understand  you  to  say  that  you  would  consider  that  as 
being  outside  the  line  of  your  duty  ? — A.  I  would  consider  it  within  the 
line  Of  my  duty  where  my  interference  was  absolutely  necessary  to  save 
life  and  protect  property. 

Q.  Are  you  aware  that  our  extradition  treaty  with  Mexico  only  re- 
quires the  extradition  of  fugitives  from  our  own  country  when  they  have 
committed  the  crimes  on  our  side,  and  that  it  does  not  apply  to  crim- 
inals who  come  over  from  Mexico,  commit  crimes  here,  and  then  return 
to  Mexico  ? — A.  I  read  the  articles  of  the  treaty  recently,  and  I  find 
that  Mexican  citizens  are  not  subject  to  arrest  under  it. 

Q.  Does  it  not  practically  follow  that  they  are  not  subject  to  punish- 
ment at  all  ? — A.  I  had  a  telegram  from  Colonel  Price  recently  that  five 
murderers  at  Matamoros^  had  been  all  released,  although  a  demand  for 
their  extradition  had  been  made. 

Mr.  Schleicher.  The  Mexicans  always  say  "you  have  your  remedy 
under  the  extradition  treaty,**  and  wlien  that  remedy  is  invoked,  and 
when  the  governor  makes  tbe  demand  for  the  return  of  criminals, 
the  Mexicans  say  that  only  such  as  are  American  citizens  are  liable  to 
extradition,  and  at  tbe  same  time  they  take  no  steps  to  punish  the  Mex- 
icans who  are  guilty  of  the  same  crime,  so  that  really  these  crimes  com- 
mitted by  Mexicans  in  Texas  are,  under  the  Mexican  code,  considered 
perfectly  justifiable,  and  not  liable  to  any  punishment?  Since  you  have 
been  there  has  there  been  a  single  case  where  a  Mexican  has  been  pun- 
ished by  his  own  authorities  for  crimes  committed  on  our  side  ? 

General  Ord.  I  have  beard  of  quite  a  number  of  instances  where  ap- 
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plications  bave  been  made  for  the  restitation  of  property  or  for  the  pan- 
ishmentof  criminals,  and  I  have  not  heard  of  a  single  instance  where  the 
criminals  had  been  punished  on  the  other  side. 

Mr.  Forney.  Do  I  udderstand  you  to  say  that  if  a  Mexican  comes 
across  our  borders  and  murders  one  of  our  citizens,  and  if  an  indict- 
ment is  found  agnin^t  him,  the  Mexican  Oovernment  will  not  surrender 
him  on  application  under  the  extradition  treaty  ? 

Mr.  Schleicher.  It  will  not.  There  has  not  been  during  the  twelve 
years  of  raiding  since  the  close  of  the  war  a  solitary  instance  where  a 
man  has  been  punished  on  the  Mexican  side  by  the  Mexican  authorities 
for  a  crime  committed  on  this  side,  so  that  they  are  neither  liable  to  ex- 
tradition nor  to  punishment. 

General  Ord.  That  is  the  practical  operation  of  it.  I  never  heard  of 
an  instance  of  a  Mexican  being  punished  on  the  other  side  for  a  crime 
committed  on  this  side ;  and  I  doubt  whether,  if  you  examine  the  State 
laws  of  the  frontier  States,  you  would  find  any  law  for  the  punishment  of 
ofiFenses  committed  in  the  ITnited  States.  That  question  came  up  in  a 
court-martial  at  Fort  Brown,  not  long  since,  on  the  trial  of  a  deserter 
who  had  committed  the  offense  of  perjury  in  the  town  of  Matamoros, 
in  Mexico.  The  court-martial  was  doubtful  whether  it  had  cogni- 
zance of  an  offense  committed  outside  of  the  United  States,  although 
the  oath  which  was  supposed  to  be  false  had  been  taken  before  our  con- 
sul at  Matamoros.  The  court-martial,  however,  took  the  ground  that  it 
had  jurisdiction  of  the  case,  and  the  man  was  found  guilty  and  sen- 
tenced to  punishment.  But  I  doubt  whether  any  punishment  is  pro- 
vided under  the  statute  laws  of  the  Northern  States  of  Mexico  for  offen- 
ses committed  in  the  (Jnited  States,  and  the  extradition  treaty  does  not 
provide  for  their  being  delivered  up  for  punishment  on  this  side. 

Mr.  Schleicher.  Then  the  practical  effect  of  the  treaty  is  to  prevent 
the  punishment  of  Mexicans  for  offenses  committed  on  this  side? 

General  Ord.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  about  the  effect  of  it. 

Mr.  Schleicher.  There  is  a  strong  feeling  in  Congress  to  censure 
the  Secretary  of  War  for  the  order  issued  to  you  and  to  revoke  that 
order.  From  your  knowledge  of  the  Mexicans,  state  what  effect  such 
action  would  have  in  Mexico,  and  whether  it  would  assist  the  making 
of  a  treaty  and  the  settling  of  the  difficulties,  or  whether  it  would  have 
the  contrary  effect,  by  weakening  our  government  in  the  minds  of  the 
Mexican  people. 

General  Ord.  I  have  been  thinking  the  matter  over  for  some  days, 
and  I  am  satisfied  it  would  so  elate  the  Mexicans,  that  the  people  on  the 
border  would  be  induced  to  think  that  the  revocation  of  the  order  was 
caused  by  the  display  of  their  forces  and  by  the  fear  of  our  people.  I 
think  it  would  tend  more  to  bring  on  war  than  if  the  execution  of  the 
order  were  continued. 

Q.  Do  you  not  think  that  such  revocation  of  the  order  would  weaken 
this  administration  in  the  negotiation  of  a  treaty  f — A.  It  would.  If 
you  yield  to  the  demands  of  that  people,  they  attribute  it  to  fear  and 
not  to  reason  or  justice. 

Mr.  Schleicher.  And  even  where  the  leading  men  know  better,  are 
they  not  very  much  coerced  by  public  opinion  into  the  steps  they  have 
to  take  f  Has  not  the  opinion  of  the  masses  there  a  very  great  pressure 
on  the  government  which  has  such  a  slight  hold  on  power  ? 

General  Ord.  My  opinion  is  that  the  bad  element  of  the  masse?, 
and  not  the  intelligent  element,  control  Mexican  politics,  and  that  the 
bad  element  is  ready  for  anything  in  the  shape  of  war  or  raiding  or 
anything  that  would  lead  to  plunder. 
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Mr.  ScHLEiOHEB.  You  are  perfectly  clear  in  your  mind  that  the  safety 
of  the  frontier  depends  on  the  presence  of  our  own  troops  f 

General  Obd.  Entirely.    These  Mexicans  only  respect  force. 

Mr.  ScHLEiGHEB.  And  even  if  there  were  Mexican  troops  on  thQ  other 
side  and  none  on  our  side,  you  do  not  think  that  the  Mexican  troops 
would  do  anything  to  stop  raiding ;  is  not  that  your  opinion  f 

General  Obd.  Yes,  sir ;  it  is.  I  am  very  sorry  to  say  so.  The  Mexi- 
can troops  have  not,  so  far,  done  anything  in  that  way,  and  I  cannot 
expect  anything  better  of  them  in  the  future. 

Mr.  SOHLEiGHEB.  What  is  your  opinion  of  Major  Scofield,  of  the  cav- 
alry ;  is  he  a  man  of  good  judgment  T 

General  Obd.  Yes,  sir ;  when  he  has  proper  means  for  obtaining  in- 
formation of  the  facts  bearing  on  a  matter. 

Mr.  SoHLEiOHEB.  I  tiud  a  report  of  his  to  you  dated  August  23,  in 
which  he  says:  ^^From  the  foregoing  it  will  be  seen  that  this,  oar  third 
effort,  recently  made  to  secure  a  joint  pursuit  of  Indians  and  Mexicans 
with  stolen  stock  in  their  possession,  has  failed.  In  my  opinion,  any 
similar  efiforts  that  may  be  made  in  the  future  will  likewise  fail,  as  I  do 
not  believe  the  Mexican  authorities  will  consent  to  our  troops  crossing 
over  to  join  any  such  pursuit;  or,  if  they  do  consent,  they  will  thwart 
the  enterprise  in  some  way,  as  they  have  done  up  to  the  present  time." 

General  Obd.  I  concur  with  him  in  the  sentiment,  as  far  as  concerns 
the  desire  or  wish  of  the  Mexican  authorities,  but  my  own  view  is  that 
the  conclusion  which  he  draws  would  not  necessarily  follow. 

Mr.  SoHLEiOHEB.  There  are  two  essential  points  which  I  wish  to 
bring  out  in  your  testimony ;  in  the  first  place,  that  it  is  only  the  pres- 
ence of  our  own  large  military  force  which  has  succeeded  in  securing 
what  little  peace  we  have  had,  and  will  in  the  future  do  so;  that  the 
causes  of  the  raids  are  not  removed,  and  that  we  have  to  continue  to 
rely  on  our  military  force. 

General  Obd.  I  stated  so  before  the  Military  Committee. 

Mr.  SOHLEIOHEB.  The  second  point  is  that  any  interference  with  the 
order  given  to  you  to  pursue  the  raiders,  instead  of  bringing  about  peace, 
would  have  the  contrary  effect ;  that  it  would  arouse  the  Mexicans, 
would  bring  about  more  raids,  and  would  stand  in  the  way  of  negotiating 
a  sensible  treaty  with  them. 

General  Obd.  I  most  certainly  think  so.  The  population  of  the  frontier 
town  is  a  very  lawless  one.  The  people  are  more  like  Arabs  in  their 
habits  than  any  other  people  that  I  have  read  of.  A  bandit  leader  is 
permitted  to  live  in  a  town,  or  to  come  into  it  and  get  supplies,  so  long 
as  he  does  not  plnnder  the  vicinity  of  that  town ;  and  when  a  train  of 
specie  passes  through  the  country,  the  owner  of  the  train  seeks  oat  the 
principal  bandit  to  act  as  guide,  and  pays  him  for  his  services.  So  long 
as  he  is  well  paid  he  is  pretty  faithful  against  other  bandits,  but  if  he 
is  not  paid,  or  if  he  is  dropped,  then  he  will  assist  other  bandits  in  rob- 
bing tbe  train.  It  was  at  my  very  earnest  solicitation  that  General 
Sherman  first  authorized  me  to  pass  on  a  fresh  trail.  I  stated  to  him 
that  the  river  was  a  dead-line;  that  these  raiders  would  cross  the  river 
in  retreat,  and  almost  flaunt  the  scalps  of  our  people  in  our  face^  and 
use  Insulting  gestures  to  us;  that  the  river  was  open  to  them  over  a 
stretch  of  country  of  1,420  miles,  and  that,  unless  we  could  cross  it  in 
pursuit,  there  was  no  possible  means  of  punishing  raiders  or  recovering 
property,  and  that  if  we  were  allowed  to  follow  them  across  the  river, 
we  might  recover  some  of  the  plunder,  and  might  punish  some  of  the 
raiders.  General  Sherman  gave  that  authority,  which  was  afterward 
confirmed  by  the  adinliustration.    I  came  on  to  Washington  and  had  a 
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conference  with  the  President  on  the  sabject,  and  earnestly  stated  to 
him  the  reasons  why  that  order  was  necessary.  It  was  at  my  solicita- 
tion, I  believe,  that  it  was  issaed. 

Mr.  Bridges.  Did  you  ever  meet  with  a  ]\Iexican  official  who  strove 
to  divert  yon  from  the  pursnit  of  raiders  ! 

General  Ord.  It  was  stated  recently  that  a  Mexican  commander  came 
to  the  border  and  brought  with  him  as  a  guide  to  follow  the  raiders  the 
very  leader  of  the  raiding  party  whom  we  were  pursuiug. 

Mr,  Fori^y.  Then  you  think  it  absolutely  necessary,  in  order  to  pro- 
tect our  people,  that  this  order  should  be  continued  in  force  ? 

General  Ord.  I  believe  that  if  it  be  revoked  the  frontier  will  be 
almost  depopulated. 

The  following  letter  was  subsequently  received  from  General  Ord  and 
was  made  part  of  his  testimony  : 

Washington,  D.  C,  December  14, 1877. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  the  qnestioD  from  tha  Hon.  Mr.  Schleicher,  of  your  committee,  *'  Huw 
far  do  yoQ  ooncur  with  the  testimoDV  of  Capt.  C.  H.  MoNally  (contained  in  Report  No. 
343,  Forty-fonrth  Congress,  House  of  Representatives)  in  regard  to  the  frontier  diffi- 
caltieBf  I  have  to  state  that  in  Captain  McNaliy's  conclusions,  as  to  the  great  extent 
and  canses  of  the  diOicnlties,  the  character  of  the  inhabitants  committing  cattle-raids, 
and  the  want  of  proper  or  earnest  efforts  on  the  part  of  Mexican  local  anthorities  to 
suppress  or  pnnisti  tliem,  or  return  the  stolen  stock,  I  fully  cononr.  In  the  specified 
details  of  the  number  of  raids  committed  while  Captain  McNally  was  actively  engaged 
on  the  border,  the  number  of  lives  lost,  and  persons  murdered,  I  cannot,  for  obvious 
reasons,  give  any  testimony  not  based  on  the  reports  of  others,  I  having  made  only 
ocoasional  and  short  visits  to  that  district ;  bnt  the  affidavits  of  a  number  of  govern- 
ment officers,  civil  and  military,  were  sent  to  me,  and  they,  as  a  rule,  confirmed  all  that 
Captain  McNally  states  in  his  testimony. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  0.  C.  ORD, 
Brigadier-Qeneralf  Ccmmanding  Department  of  Texas, 
Hon.  Thos.  Swann, 

Chairman  CommiHee  on  Foreign  JffairSj 

House  of  Representatives y  Washington, 


STATEMENT  OF  THOMAS  L.  KANE,  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

Washington,  D.  C,  December  13, 1877. 

Mr.  Schleicher.  Please  state  the  circamstances  under  which  you 
recently  went  to  the  Mexican  frontier. 

Mr.  Kane.  That  was  not  my  first  visit  to  Mexico,  and  it  is  not  neces- 
sary that  I  should  enter  minutely  into  the  circumstances.  I  returned 
ten  months  since  from  a  visit  to  Mexico,  in  which  I  examined  very 
thoroughly  the  country  along  the  Bio  Grande,  and  afterward  went  into 
an  interesting  country,  very  little  known,  which  is  generally  called  on 
the  maps  Teritoria  no  explorada — the  unexplored  country.  Since  that 
time  I  have  kept  up  my  correspondence  with  Mexican  fdends  in  that 
country — a  correspondence  necessarily  restricted,  owing  to  the  perils  to 
which  persons  there  are  exposed  if  they  should  show  themselves  to  be 
liberal-minded. 

Mr.  Schleicher.  Please  show  on  the  map  the  portion  of  the  country 
through  which  you  traveled. 

Mr.  Kane.  I  went  through  those  counties  of  Texas  (indicating  on  the 
map),  and  afterward  went  in  advance  of  a  proposed  excursion  of  United 
States  troops  across  the  Eio  Grande,  not  far  from  Eagle  Pass,  which  is 
opposite  the  State  of  Goahuila.  This  was  last  October,  shortly  before 
the  date  of  military  orders  to  cross  the  river  (which  has  beea  s»^  \s^»55K 
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comnieDted  apon).  I  then  went  ap  here  (indicating  on  the  map)  into  a 
country  which  I  cannot  describe  by  this  map,  as  the  map  is  very  inac- 
curate in  its  leading  features,  and  omits  any  mention  of  the  features  of 
this  unexplored  country.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  I  went  up  into  a  part  of 
the  country  which  is  the  camping  ground  of  the  Mescalero  Lipans. 
Afterward,  it  being  desirable  that  I  should  asso<:iate  myself  with  the 
Mexicans  of  the  government  party,  I  accompanied  a  column  of  Lerdist 
people  who  moved  to  San  Buenaventura,  which  is  in  Goahuila.  That 
is  an  interesting  country  as  an  Indian  country.  It  is  not  to  be  called  a 
Mexican  country.  After  some  examination  of  the  mountain  passes 
there,  I  went  up  to  Monterey,  and  afterward,  returning  and  striking 
the  river  lower  down,  I  had  an  opportunity  of  visiting  most  of  our 
military  posts,  and  I  afterward  returned  through  Texas  by  a  different 
route. 

Mr.  Williams.  About  how  many  miles  did  you  ascend  the  river  t 

Mr.  Kanb.  I  have  not  computed  the  distance.  I  struck  it  at  different 
points  in  going  and  returning. 

Mr.  Williams.  What  was  the  highest  point  that  you  remember  f 

Mr.  Kane.  I  was  up  near  to  Saq  Carlos,  which  is  not  on  this  map. 

Mr.  Schleicher.  Do  you  know  the  towns  of  Eimolino  and  Sara- 
gossa,  at  the  foot  of  the  mountains  which  constitute  that  unknown 
country  which  you  have  spoken  off 

Mr.  Kane.  It  is  very  difficult  to  describe  the  country  when  even  the 
rudiments  of  it  are  wanting  on  the  map.  It  was  my  intention  to  have 
published  a  map  of  that  country;  but  I  had  the  expectation  of  visiting 
it  again,  and  I  desired  scientific  accuracy. 

Mr.  Schleicher.  When  you  were  there,  did  any  of  these  frontier 
troubles  and  outrages  come  to  your  knowledge  f  If  so,  give  the  com- 
mittee a  statement  in  regard  to  them. 

Mr.  Kane.  I  visited  that  portion  of  Texas  with  preconceived  impres- 
sions. I  did  not  believe  in  the  stories  which  I  had  heard  and  which  at 
the  time  I  left  Washington  were  disbelieved,  with  reference  to  the  out- 
rages which  had  been  committed.  I  found,  however,  that  there  was  an 
intolerable  state  of  things  along  the  frontier. 

Mr.  Schleicher.  While  you  were  there  did  you  see  these  occurrences 
or  any  signs  of  them  f 

Mr.  Kane.  I  hope  I  could  not  have  allowed  outrages  to  go  on  while 
I  was  present  with  an  armed  party.  I  saw  those,  however,  who  had  been 
recently  the  victims  of  outrages.  I  met  a  large  number  of  emigrants 
returning  to  the  frontier.  I  found  savagery  resuming  its  possession  of 
American  country,  and  I  found  civilization  being  driven  back.  I  think 
it  is  our  mission  to  carry  civilization  from  the  heart  to  the  extremities, 
and  not  suffer  it  to  be  drivan  back  upon  that  organ. 

Mr.  Schleicher.  So  jou  found  that  those  statements  which  you  had 
heard  of  the  troubles  on  the  frontier  were  realities  f 

Mr.  Kane.  Generally  they  had  not  been  exaggerated. 
.Mr.  Schleicher.  While  you  were  there  you  l^came  acquainted  with 
people  on  both  sides  of  the  frontier;  the  committee  would,  therefore,  be 
obliged  to  you  for  any  advice  or  opinion  which  you  may  give  to  it  bear- 
ing on  this  subject. 

Mr.  E  ANE.  That  is  a  very  leading  question.  The  state  of  things  there 
is  sufficiently  critical  to  make  it,  in  my  opinion,  the  duty  of  an  Ameri- 
can citizen  to  ascertain  what  are  the  views  of  his  government  before  he 
undertakes  to  advise  or  allows  the  public  to  know  what  he  would 
advise. 
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Mr.  Williams.  Give  us,  in  your  own  way,  a  general  narrative  of  what 
you  saw  in  that  country  and  your  conclusions. 

The  Chairman.  And  any  outrages  which  came  under  your  own  obser- 
vation, so  as  to  give  you  an  idea  of  the  character  of  the  people,  and  how 
they  are  demeaning  themselves  toward  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Kane.  It  would  give  me  great  pleasure,  and  I  would  feel  honored 
by  addressing  the  committee  in  writing  at  any  time  on  any  subject. 
Not  to  enter  into  details,  it  may  perhaps  be  enough  for  me  to  say  that 
I  can  hardly  express  opinions  that  would  be  satisfactory  to  both  sets  of 
disputants  on  this  question.  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  de facto  govern- 
ment should  be  recognized. 

Mr.  Bridges.  Do  you  think  that  it  is  stable  enough  and  firmly  enough 
established  to  be  recognized  f 

Mr.  Kane.  I  am  speaking  without  having  prepared  myself. 

Mr.  Bridges.  What  is  your  opinion  t 

Mr.  Kane.  I  should  answer  that  question  by  saying  that  it  is  stable 
enough  to  be  recognized  by  our  government — more  stable  than  the  Her- 
rera  government  with  which  we  concluded  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hi- 
dalgo. I  think  we  should  hasten  to  conclude  a  treaty  with  the  de  facto 
government  which  we  are  able  to  recognize.  I  think  we  should  conclude 
a  treaty  with  it  somewhat  like  that  which  has  been  called  the  McLane 
plan  of  treaty,  but  with  additional  provisions  appropriate  to  our  present 
exigencies.  It  should  include  what  I  will  call  the  right  to  patrol  the  coun- 
try between  what  we  call  the  Sierra  Madre  (a  very  inaccurate  designation) 
and  that  which  is  entitled  to  be  called  the  United  States,  and  also  what 
may  be  called  the  rigbtof  free  transit.  And  here  I  ought  to  say  that  until 
such  a  treaty  be  concluded,  I  am  not  sure  that  I  would  revoke  the  orders 
to  cross  the  Rio  Grande  in  pursuit  (of  which  so  much  has  been  said).  I 
might  add  something  more  on  the  subject  of  railroads,  but  I  forbear 
until  specially  interrogated. 

Mr.  Bridges.  How  long  were  you  in  that  section  of  country  t 

Mr.  Kane.  I  think  I  may  say  that  off  and  on  I  was  about  two  months 
in  what  you  may  call  the  border  on  either  side. 

Mr.  Bridges.  During  that  time,  do  you  know  of  any  instance  in 
Vhich  Americans  have  given  provocation  to  the  Mexicans  to  make 
raiiU  or  commit  trespasses  on  the  i)roperty  of  American  citizens  f 

Mr.  Kane.  Numerous  instances. 

Mr.  Bridges.  Please  to  enumerate  some  of  them. 

Mr.  Kane.  Unless  it  were  necessary  (and  speaking  to  you  as  freely 
as  I  do),  I  would  rather  be  excused  from  mentioning  names,  and  I  can 
explain  to  you  why  it  might  lie  undesirable  that  I  should  compromise 
individuals. 

Mr.  Schleicher.  Did  I  understatid  you  to  say  that  you  knew  of 
numerous  cases  where  provocation  was  given  by  American  citiztMis  to 
Mexicans  to  come  over  and  raid  upon  the  American  territory  t 

Mr.  Kane.  I  would  rather  modify  it  by  saying  by  persons  residing 
on  our  side  of  the  river.  I  have  not  been  able  to  go  into  the  question' 
of  citizenship,  but  I  would  say  that  provocation  has  been  given  by  per- 
sons on  our  side  of  the  river. 

Mr.  Schleicher.  Provocation  for  Mexican  raids  into  American  ter- 
ritory ? 

Mr.  Kane.  I  think  that  provocation  has  been  given  on  both  sides. 

Mr.  Sculkicher.  The  rai'ls  that  are  conipl. lined  of  are  iu  the  shape 
of  cattle  stealing  and  Iawlessnt*ss  on  this  si»le  of  the  river.  Are  you 
aware  of  raids  that  have  been  made  over  to  the  other  side  from.  Ti5,i5L:vN.%^ 
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or  has  the  provocation  merely  been  the  possession  of  cattle  and  horses 
on  this  side  ? 

Mr.  Kane.  I  think  yon  are  asking  me  to  ^o  into  considerable  detail. 
A  great  part  of  the  provocation  which  has  been  given  has  been  given 
by  Mexicans  who  have  not  been  prevented  from  operating  from  onr  own 
territory  against  the  government  of  that  country.  That  is  an  interest- 
ing side  of  the  question. 

Mr.  Ceapo.  In  your  judgment,  is  the  community  on  the  Texas  side 
of  the  river  entirely  free  from  lawless  men,  or  is  there  not  lawlessness 
on  the  American  side  of  the  river  just  as  on  the  Mexican  side  f 

Mr.  Kane.  On  both  sides.  ^ 

Mr.  Bridges.  Do  you  know  of  any  instance  where  Americans  have 
crossed  the  Bio  Grande  to  the  Mexican  side  and  have  committed  raids 
on  the  property  of  Mexican  citizens  f  Are  the  people  on  the  American 
side  tantalizing  and  tormenting  the  Mexicans  f 

Mr.  Kane.  The  difficulty  is  to  know  who  are  the  American  citizens^ 
when  they  cross  from  our  side  of  the  river. 

Mr.  Bridges.  Do  such  persons  reside  on  the  American  side  and  have 
they  their  homes  there  ? 

Mr.  Kane.  I  had  not  sufficient  opportunity  for  ascertaining.  I  rate 
equally  low  the  Mexicans  who  are  on  either  side  of  the  river,  and  who 
belong  to  the  cattle-raising  and  cattle-stealing  classes. 

Mr.  Schleicher.  Is  there  not  a  very  large  vagrant  population  con- 
tinually drifting  about  and  hiring  out  for  shepherds,  stock-tenders,  cart- 
drivers,  &c.,  and  continually  passing  from  one  side  to  the  other! 

Mr.  Kane.  A  large  population.  It  is  difficult  to  identify  them.  I 
was  going  on  to  say  that  there  was  another  reason  why  a  larger  force 
for  the  protection  of  that  frontier  is  demanded.  It  is  in  order  that  we 
may  observe  our  duties  toward  a  nation  with  which,  in  terms  at  least, 
we  are  at  peace. 

Mr.  Schleicher.  In  your  opinion,  would  a  treaty  do  away  with  the 
necessity  of  a  military  force  on  our  side  ? 

Mr.  Kane.  Much  must  depend  upon  the  terms  of  the  treaty.  I  can 
hardly  think  that  i,t  would. 

Mr.  Schleicher.  Do  you  think  that  the  Mexican  central  govern- 
ment is  strong  enough  under  any  terms  of  a  treaty  to  keep  that  popu- 
lation on  the  northern  frontier  entirely  under  control. ! 

Mr.  Kane.  So  far  as  I  can  speak  from  my  last  advices,  I  should  say 
it  is  not.    Things  are  changing  there. 

Mr.  Schleicher.  You  remarked  a  while  ago  that  you  did  not  con- 
sider it  advisable  to  have  the  present  military  orders  interfered  with.  I 
suppose  yon  have  read  the  Mexican  papers  and  kept  yourself  acquainted 
with  the  state  of  feeling  in  Mexico.  What  would  be  the  impression 
among  the  Mexican  people,  and  what  wouM  be  the  effect,  if  this  Con- 
gress should  censure  that  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War  ? 

Mr.  Kane.  I  have  already  stated  that,  in  my  opinion,  until  a  treaty 
•be  concluded  on  honorable  terms,  these  orders  should  not  be  revoked. 
I  think  from  what  I  know  of  tbe  Mexican  people  that  such  a  revocation 
would  be  misunderstood.  I  think  that  anything  like  vacillation  or  inde- 
cision in  our  policy  toward  these  people  is  to  be  avoided. 

Mr.  Schleicher.  Do  you  not  think  that  such  an  interference  with  or 
censure  by  Congress  of  the  position  of  the  administration  would  inter- 
fere with  the  making  of  a  treaty,  and  would  actually  weaken  our  admin- 
istration in  its  negotiations  for  a  treaty  ? 

Mr.  Kane.  Yes';  but  at  the  same  time  I  would  like  (having  answered 
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iQ  that  way)  to  speak  more  freely  on  the  subject.   I  do  not  wish  to  give 
an  answer  which  would  appear  one-sided  without  a  proper  qualification. 

Mr.  Schleicher.  You  need  not  restrict  yourself  to  an  exact  answer 
to  the  questions.    You  may  state  your  views  as  fully  as  you  desire. 

Mr.  Kane.  At  the  risk  of  being  diffuse,  I  will  do  so.  I  disapproved 
of  the  issue  of  those  orders.  I  crossed  the  river  in  advance  of  their  being 
carried  into  effect,  and  I  incurred  some  personal  risk  in  the  part  I  took 
to  prepare  the  minds  of  Mexican  residents  against  what  I  am  free  to 
say  I  considered  an  ill-advised  step.  I  ought  to  say,  gentlemen,  that 
while  on  this  excursion,  which  was  made  partly  on  account  of  my  health, 
as  I  am  an  invalid,  and  have  been  suffering  from  wounds  received  in 
the  war,  and  partly  as  a  collector  of  scientific  facts,  great  interest  was 
given  to  it  by  my  having  received  an  impression  that  I  could  contribute 
to  keep  the  peace.  1  am  an  obscure  private  citizen,  but  efforts  which  I 
have  made  in  that  direction  have  sometimes  been  successful,  and  having 
(as  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say)  taken  much  human  life,  my  service  has 
always  been  at  the  command  of  my  government  when  the  object  has 
been  to  prevent  war.  I  hope  my  efforts  on  this  occasion  were  not  thrown 
away.  But  from  what  I  have  said,  I  think  my  opinion  is  entitled  to  re- 
spect, which  is  that  I  do  not  think  these  orders  should  be  revoked. 

Mr.  Schleicher.  You  know  General  Ord? 

Mr.  Kane.  I  do. 

Mr.  Schleicher.  Do  you  think  that  there  is  any  danger  that  any 
indiscreet  use  of  those  orders  will  be  made  by  General  Ordf 

Mr.  Ejlne.  I  do  not  think  that  he  is  the  man  to  commit  any  indis- 
cretion. 

Mr.  Schleicher.  Has  he  not  been  very  prudent  and  careful  ? 

Mr.  Kane.  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  he  has  not  only  been  prudent 
and  careful,  but  that  we  are  under  great  obligations  to  him  for  his  exer- 
tions in  keeping  the  peace  on  the  Texan  side  of  the  river  as  well  as  ovt 
the  Mexican  side.  He  is  a  man  who  has  not  a  reputation  to  make  for 
daring  intrepidity,  and  therefore  he  can  afford  to  be  discreet  and  can 
afford  to  interfere  to  prevent  unnecessary  violence.  He  also  has  a  good 
manner,  which  has  been  useful  to  us  in  Texas  as  well  as  in  Mexico.  It 
is  the  old  Maryland  manner,  Mr.  Chairman.  I  found  the  Texans  so 
excited  when  I  was  in  that  State  that  I  believe  that  but  for  General  Ord 
we  should  have  had  an  outbreak  of  hostilities.  The  Texas  people  felt 
that  they  were  compelled  to  take  their  cause  in  their  own  hands.  I  think 
that  we  owe  a  good  deal  to  General  Ord  for  keeping  down  the  Texans* 

Mr.  Schleicher.  Do  you  not  think  that  the  presence  of  a  respectably 
large  military  force  there  is  calculated  to  keep  the  peace  rather  than  to 
bring  about  war  f 

Mr.  Kane.  I  think  that  the  presence  of  a  very  large  military  force  is 
necessary  there  simply  to  enable  us  to  perform  our  duties  toward  that 
weak  nation. 

Mr.  Williams.  How  large  a  force,  in  your  judgment? 

Mr.  Kane.  I  would  rather  that  it  were  too  large  than  too  small. 
9  Mr.  Williams.  Please  give  your  estimate. 

Mr.  Kane.  I  would  decline  to  do  so  without  advising  with  the  War 
Department.    For  a  police  force,  an  army  ought  to  be  large. 

The  Chairman.  What  increase  of  our  military  force  would  you  think 
necessary  under  present  circumstances  to  keep  the  peace  of  that  front- 
ier! 

Mr.  Kane.  There  should  be  a  large  force  there  until  the  treaty,  which 
I  would  recommend — I  would  only  be  honored  by  being  asked  to  recom- 
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mend  certain  pro  visions  of  the  treaty.    But  nntil  that  treaty  goes  into 
operation,  I  would  recommend  a  larger  force  than  has  been  spoken  of. 

Mr.  Crapo.  Would  yon  regard  an  army  of  5,000  men  on  that  frontier 
as  in  excess  of  the  requirement  to  keep  the  peace  f 

Mr.  Kane.  Disliking  very  much  to  answer  that  question  without  ad- 
vising with  the  War  Department,  I  should  say  that  it  would  not  be  ia 
excess. 

Mr.  Sguleighes.  Have  yon  met  with  Mr.  William  Schuchardt,  the 
American  commercial  agent  at  Piedras  Negras,  opposite  Eagle  Pass  ? 
If  so,  state  liis  character  and  what  value  should  be,  in  your  opinion,  set 
upon  his  statements. 

Mr.  Ejlne.  I  think  very  highly  of  Mr.  Schuchardt.  His  knowledge 
of  the  people  in  the  vicinity  of  Piedras  Kegras  is  extensive.  He  is  a 
truthful  man.  Opinions  expressed  by  him  would  probably  be  too  sweep- 
ing, but  they  would  be  sincere. 

Mr.  Schleicher.  His  statement  of  facts  as  to  the  condition  of  the 
country  would  be,  you  think,  entirely  reliable  f 

Mr.  Kane.  I  think  they  would  be  restricted  by  the  consideration  that 
they  are  of  the  Teutonic  school.  You  Germans  have  a  school  of  opinion 
from  the  capital  to  the  frontier. 

Mr.  Schleicher.  Is  he  not  in  a  country  where  smuggling  and  dis- 
honest dealing  are  almost  the  rule,  and  is  he  not  a  remarkable  excep- 
*tion  f 

Mr.  Kane.  He  is  a  remarkable  exception,  and  he  has  suffered  in  prop- 
erty. His  services  rendered  to  us  have  been  wholly  unrequited.  His 
life  has  been  more  than  once  in  danger  because  he  is  so  true  an  Ameri- 
can citizen. 

Mr.  Schleicher.  He  has  not  been  able  to  be  successful  in  commer- 
cial life  because  he  would  not  have  anything  to  do  with  the  smuggling 
across  the  Zona  libra. 

Mr.  Kane.  I  know  the  fact,  but  that  subject  of  the  Zona  libra  had 
better  not  be  raised. 

Mr.  Schleicher.  Do  not  consider  yourself  restricted  to  answer  the 
questions,  but  give  as  full  and  complete  a  statement  of  everything  as 
you  desire. 

Mr.  Kane.  I  ought  to  say  a  word  in  favor  of  Diaz,  as  a  man  above 
the  ordinary  class  of  Mexican  military  adventurers.  He  has  been  an 
honest  man.  He  has  shown  intrepidity  in  the  incarceration  of  Cortina, 
who  is  probably  one  of  the  most  dangerous  villains  on  earth.  Cortina, 
although  a  bandit,  is  a  very  important  man  in  Mexico  as  a  politician,  and 
the  fact  of  Diaz  incarcerating  him  I  accept  as  an  earnest  of  Diaz's  inten- 
tion to  fulfill  his  promise  to  keep  order  and  protect  us  in  Tamaulipas. 
That  fact  goes  very  far  with  me.  While  speaking  of  persons,  I  would 
also  like  to  speak  of  Mr.  Zamacona,  whose  personal  acquaintance  I  do  not 
enjoy.  He  was  president  of  the  Mexican  commission  to  the  Centennial 
Exhibition,  and  I  had  a  letter  of  introduction  to  him  from  Mr.  Welsh, 
the  president  of  the  Exhibition,  but  I  had  not  the  opportunity  of  deliver- 
ing it.  Mr.  Welsh  and  a  number  of  other  gentlemen  thought  very  highly 
of  Mr.  Zamacona,  and,  if  President  Diaz  has  given  him  full  power  to 
act,  I  think  he  may  be  respected.  I  do  not  know  that  I  will  go  further 
than  that.  Having  been  asked  about  Mr.  Schuchardt,  I  ought  to  say  that 
we  have  had  no  one  else  to  represent  us  in  the  Northern  States  of  Mexico. 
While  we  accuse  (too  often  for  our  own  convenience)  the  central  power 
of  Mexico  of  inability  to  regulate  the  affairs  of  the  Northern  States, 
we  take  no  pains  to  set  ourselves  right  with  "the  powers  that  be''  in 
those  Northern  States,  whatever  they  are.    In  my  paper  I  refer  to  the 
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better  system  of  the  British,  in  India,  where  a  power  on  the  frontier  is 
not  to  be  treated  as  a  civilized  power,  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  inter- 
national law  (whatever  we  mav  call  that  sort  of  thing).  We  shoald 
have  oar  agents  or  oar  residents  representing  as  in  these  Northern  Mexi- 
can States,  causing  oar  views  to  be  respected,  or  at  least  explaining  them. 
We  are  very  nnjust  often  to  the  Mexicans  withoat  meaning  it.  We  con- 
dact  negotiations  with  a  few  ornamental  people  in  the  city  of  Mexico 
(freqaently  a  circle  of  jobbers),  and  we  sometimes  send  persons  there  to 
represent  as  who  do  not  speak  the  language  of  the  country,  and  who  do 
not  associate  with  the  best  people.  They  very  generally  take  the  wrong 
side.  They  very  generally  are  careful  not  to  behave  themselves  like 
gentlemen.  I  think  yon  would  be  interested  to  hear  me  on  this  and 
kindred  subjects.  I  entertain  (differing  perhaps  from  some  of  the  Oer- 
man  school)  the  highest  possible  opinion  of  the  nobility  of  character  of  a 
great  many  Mexicans,  men  and  women.  I  think  that  some  of  the  noblest 
people  on  earth  dwell  in  that  unhappy  Mexico.  Our  difficulty  is  to  get 
beyond  their  politicians.  We  want  to  reach  the  people.  We  want  to 
bring  the  good  men  of  this  country  in  contact  with  the  good  men  of  that 
country  in  spite  of  the  politicians.  That  is  the  way  to  keep  the  peace. 
I  am  in  favor  of  at  least  two  railroads  down  there. 
Mr.  Brldges.  Are  you  in  favor  of  the  Texas  Pacific  Bailroad  t 
Mr.  Kane.  I  think  we  should  have  at  least  two  railroads  there ;  but 
that  subject  would  be  trenching  on  the  time  of  the  committee,  and  per- 
haps it  belongs  to  other  places. 


STATEMENT  OF  LIEUT.  COL.  WILLIAM  R.  SHAFTER. 

Washington,  D.  C,  January  11, 1878. 

Lieut.  Col.  William  K.  Shaftee,  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Infantry, 
stationed  at  Fort  Clark,  Texas,  appeared  before  the  committee,  and  was 
examined  as  follows : 

By  Mr.  Schleicher  : 

Question.  How  long  have  you  been  stationed  on  the^Bio  Grande  ! — 
Answer.  Since  the  23d  of  Juue,  1867. 

Q.  Commence  at  the  mouth  of  the  Bio  Grande  and  state  the  different 
kinds  of  raids  that  have  been  made  across  the  border,  and  the  different 
kinds  of  population  on  the  Mexican  side. — A.  From  the  mouth  of  the 
Bio  Grande  to  Laredo  I  only  know  of  the  raids  by  common  report  and 
by  talking  with  frontier  people.  The  raids,  however,  are  said  to  have 
been  all  made  by  Mexicans,  and  I  know  that  Indians  never  do  cross 
below  Laredo.  Laredo  is,  in  a  direct  line,  300  miles  from  the  mouth  of 
the  Bio  Grande ;  by  the  windings  of  the  river  it  is  500  miles.  The 
population  all  along  on  the  Texas  side  is  exclusively  Mexican,  except  in 
the  little  towns,  where  there  are  a  few  American  people.  In  Browns- 
Tille  there  are  a  good  many.  I  was  all  along  there  in  1868,  and  I  never 
saw  any  ranches  except  Mexican,  and  I  do  not  thiuk  there  are  any  until 
you  get  well  east  toward  Corpus  Christi.  Near  the  Nueces  they  are  all 
American  ranches. 

By  Mr.  Williams  : 

Q.  What  is  the  character  of  the  country  there  for  productiveness,  cat- 
tle-raising, &c.  ? — A.  It  has  no  productiveness  at  all.  It  is  very  poor 
land,  producing  nothing  but  grass.    It  is  exclusively  ^  ^x^taxv^  ^'^xixsXx:^ 
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There  are  immeDse  droves  of  cattle  there,  and  a  good  many  sheep  and 
horses.  It  is  the  only  place  near  the  Mexican  border  where  horses  can 
be  kept  with  any  sort  of  security  from  Indians. 

Q.  Your  experience  has  been  principally  in  the  region  above  Laredo? 
". — A.  Above  Laredo,  where  the  Indian  raids  are. 

By  Mr.  Sguleicher  : 

Q.  If  I  understand  yon,  the  Indian  raids  are  entirely  separate  and 
distinct  from  the  Cortina  raids ! — A.  Entirely  separate  and  distinct. 
San  Felipe  is  the  upper  settlement  on  the  Bio  Grande ;  beyond  that 
there  are  no  settlements.  Theconntry  from  Laredo  to  San  Felipe  (over  300 
miles  by  the  river  and  180  by  the  road)  is  sparsely  settled  on  our  side  and 
mostly  with  Mexicans,  except  in  the  vicinity  of  Eagle  Pass,  Fort  Clark, 
and  San  Felipe,  where  the  population  is  nearly  all  American.  As  yon 
go  back  toward  the  Nueces  Eiver,  the  population  in  the  Frio,  Sabinal  and 
the  Medina  valleys  is  all  American ;  from  San  Felipe  up  to  Fort  Leaton 
(at  least  400  miles  by  the  river),  there  is  not  a  soul  living.  The  country' 
on  the  Mexican  side  is,  of  course,  settled  by  Mexicans,  up  to  San  Fi^>lipe ; 
but  there  are  no  settlements  on  that  side  higher  up  than  San  Felipe. 
There  is  no  population  except  Indians  in  that  immense  scope  of  coantry, 
including  the  northern  part  of  Coahuila  and  a  portion  of  Chihuahua. 

By  Mr.  Williams  : 

Q.  How  many  Indians  are  there  in  that  section  ? — A.  I  suppose  that 
if  you  count  in  the  Eickapoos,  who  are  tolerably  peaceful  just  now,  there 
may  be  some  500  of  them,  but  I  do  not  believe  that  of  those  Indians 
who  are  giving  all  the  trouble  there  are  more  than  200  men,  and  they 
are  divided  up  into  little  bands  of  five,  ten,  fifteen,  and  sometimes  more 
families.  Many  of  them  cannot  live  together,  as  they  have  to  graze  their 
animals  and  the  water  is  scarce. 

By  Mr.  Forney  : 

Q.  The  Government  of  Mexico  does  not  seem  to  have  any  control  over 
these  Indians? — ^A.  It  does  not  exercise  any  control  over  them ;  but  I 
think  it  could  do  so  without  any  trouble,  because  these  Indians  have 
to  be  at  peace  with  somebody,  inasmuch  as  they  must  have  some  place 
to  go  to  buy  arms,  ammunition,  and  food,  and  we  know  that  they  visit 
the  Mexican  frontier  towns.  We  originally  drove  the  Lipans  over  from 
Texas  into  Mexico.  That  was  just  about  the  time  I  came  there.  They 
had  their  homes  on  the  Pecos. 

By  Mr.  Schleicher  : 

Q.  What  are  the  relations  of  those  Indians  with  these  Mexican  border 
settlements,  such  as  Eimolino  and  Saragossa? — A.  They  are  on  perfectly 
friendly  terms  with  them,  and  have  been  ever  since  I  have  been  there. 
It  is  a  notorious  fact  that  the  Indians  have  purchased  supplies  at  these 
two  places  and  at  Santa  Bosa  and  other  little  towns  about  there— the 
extreme  frontier  settlements — and  when  we  have  attacked  them  on  the 
other  side  (as  we  have  done  on  two  or  three  occasions)  they  have  run  to 
the  nearest  town  for  protection.  Mr.  Bullis  has  chased  them  twice  into 
Saragossa. 

By  Mr.  Forney  : 

Q.  Have  you  been  in  the  unexplored  region  there  ! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  kind  of  country  for  agricultural  purposes  is  it! — A.  It  is  of 
very  little  value  for  agricultural  purposes,  except  in  places  where  it  can 
be  irrigated ;  but  the  irrigable  portion  is  very  small  as  compared  with 
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the  whole.    For  grazing  purposes,  however,  it  is  a  magnificeDt  country — 
finer  than  on  our  side.  * 

Q.  But,  on  the  whole,  it  is  not  a  desirable  country  for  white  people  f — 
A.  Ko,  sir ;  it  is  not. 

By  Mr.  Schleicher  : 

Q.  The  various  expeditions  that  have  been  made  across  the  river  by 
your  command,  have  they  not  been  on  the  upper  edge  of  the  Mexican  set- 
tlements in  this  unknown  country,  and  not  in  the  settled  portion  of 
Mexico  ? — A.  We  have  never  been  into  the  settlements. 

Q.  Have  our  troops,  under  that  order  of  General  Ord,  ever  gone  into 
the  settled  portions  of  Mexico! — A.  In  pursuing  the  Indians  they  have 
always  gone  into  the  Indian  country. 

Q.  Has  there  been,  to  your  knowledge,  under  this  order,  any  crossing 
into  the  settled  portions  of  Mexico  7 — A.  None  at  all,  except  that  the 
Indians  have  been  run  close  to  the  town  of  Saragossa.  None  of  these 
crossings  have  ever  been  made  in  Tamaulipas. 

Q.  Do  yon  think  that  you  could  make  a  fuss  down  there  if  you 
wished  ? — A.  Yes ;  I  think  that  we  could  make  a  fight,  but  I  do  not  think 
any  one  wants  it  if  it  can  possibly  be  avoided  or  if  the  murder  and  rob- 
bery of  our  citizens  is  stopped. 

Q.  How  many  fighting  men  could  they  collect  on  the  Mexican  side  to 
oppose  you  t — A.  It  is  hard  for  me  to  tell  how  many  they  could  raise 
down  on  the  Lower  Kio  Grande,  but  I  suppose  they  could  raise  in  the 
State  of  Tamaulipas  10,000  men  in  ten  days  to  fight  Americans. 

Q.  Yon  have  no  idea  that  any  of  these  little  bodies  of  troops  of  ours 
could  cross  over  in  Tamaulipas  with  any  success  ? — A.  Certainly  not,  if 
the  Mexicans  undertook  to  resist  them. 

By  Mr.  Williams  : 

Q.  What  is  the  character  of  the  soldiers  in  Mexico! — A.  They  are 
good  fighters,  but  I  do  not  think  they  could  stand  against  American 
troops. 

Q.  How  is  it  as  to  their  arms  and  equipments! — A.  The  regular  Mex- 
ican troops  that  I  have  seen  are  well  armed.  They  are  not  armed  as 
well  as  ours  are,  because  I  think  ours  are  the  best  armed  of  any  troops 
in  the  world. 

Q.  Higher  up  the  river,  where  the  Indians  cross,  the  Mexicans  could 
not  raise  so  many  men  ! — A.  I  suppose  they  could  raise  a  thousand  men 
in  the  frontier  towns  of  Coahuila  in  a  very  few  days,  as  every  Mexican  is 
a  soldier. 

By  Mr.  Schleicher  : 

Q.  You  have  had  occasional  intercourse  with  Mexican  local  author- 
ities and  officers  ! — A.  Frequently. 

Q.  They  have  been  very  polite  to  you,  I  suppose  f — A.  Exceedingly 
polite. 

Q.  Have  yon,  at.  any  time,  made  any  demand  upon  them  for  the  res- 
titution of  stolen  property  ! — A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  that  I  have 
ever  made  a  demand  upon  them  for  the  restitution  of  stolen  property. 
That  is  a  matter  which  the  owners  of  the  stock  would  do  themselves. 
They  would  go  to  the  civil  authorities  in  Mexico  and  would  attempt  to 
reclaim  their  property  by  lawful  methods.  But  the  stolen  stock  is  not 
kept  where  it  can  be  got  at.  It  is  carried  into  the  interior.  If  a  herd 
of  horses  were  brought  into  Piedras  Negras,  which -is  opposite  Fort 
Duncan,  and  were  held  there,  of  course  we  could  demand  them  and 
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coald  get  them,  bat  the  horses  are  driven  into  the  interior  and  cannot 
be  ^ot  at. 

Q.  Have  many  demands  of  the  kind  been  made  by  oar  citizens  !— A. 
A  good  many  men  have  told  me  that  they  have  been  over  the  river  after 
their  property,  and  I  have  seen  them  freqoently  retarning  from  trips 
into  Mexico  after  their  property. 

Q.  Are  you  aware  of  any  cases  where  they  have  sncceeded  in  get- 
ting it  t — A.  The  only  case  that  I  know  of  where  property  was  recov- 
ered was  last  sammer  when  twenty  or  thirty  head  of  cattle  were  brought 
in  by  the  authorities  of  Saragossa  and  delivered  up  to  the  owners  on 
this  side.  I  think  the  owners  had  to  pay  three  dollars  a  head  for  them 
as  charges.  That  was  immediately  after  we  had  four  companies  over 
there  pursuing  a  band  of  Indians,  who  had  carried  off  60  horses  and 
about  two  hundred  head  of  cattle.  This  bunch  of  cattle  that  was  re- 
stored, was  not,  however,  any  part  of  these  two  hundred. 

Q.  Have  any  people  on  our  side  of  the  river  been  killed  in  any  of 
these  raids  T — A.  A.  great  many.  There  is  hardly  a  neighborhood, 
hardly  a  family  among  the  older  settlers  of  Kinney,  Uvalde,  Medina, 
or  Eerr  Counties  that  have  not  lost  members  by  these  Indian  raids.  Of 
course  I  have  not  kept  a  record,  and  I  cannot  say  just  how  many  have 
been  killed,  but  I  know  that  in  one  raid  in  September,  1876,  there  were 
thirteen  or  fourteen  men  and  a  woman  killed. 

Q.  In  your  ten  years'  experience  there  have  you  ever  known  of  a  case 
where  any  crime  committed  on  our  side  of  the  river  has  been  punished 
in  Mexico  by  the  Mexican  authorities! — A.  !N"o ;  nor  are  they  required 
to  punish  them  by  treaty  stipulations.  I  have  not  known  a  man  who 
had  committed  a  crime  on  this  side,  and  who  had  lied  to  the  other  side, 
punished  there.  I  have  known  men  to  be  given  up  and  sent  back  to 
this  side  for  trial,  but  they  were  not  citizens  of  Mexico,  but  citizens 
of  the  United  States. 

Q.  Are  yon  aware  of  any  fact  that  leads  you  to  believe  that  these 
raids  have  retarded  the  settlement  of  the  country  near  the  border! — A. 
I  believe  that  they  have.  That  is  simply  my  opinion.  I  do  not  know 
of  any  person  having  ever  been  driven  away,  but  I  believe  these  rajds 
have  retarded  settlement.    They  very  naturally  would  do  so. 

Q.  In  the  ranches  along  there,  there  is  very  little  cultivation  of  the 
soil,  but  they  are  particularly  engaged  in  stock-raising! — A.  The  busi- 
ness is  principally  stock-raising.  In  has  in  former  times  been  exclu- 
sively stock-raising,  but  now  the  cattle  are  nearly  all  gone  from  Uvalde, 
Kinney  and  other  counties  most  exposed  to  Indian  raids  and  Mexican 
thieves., 

Q.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  Slaughter  family — stock -raisers  ! — 
A.  JNot  personally ;  I  know  of  them. 

Q.  They  used  to  be  immense  stock-owners  ! — A.  Yes ;  I  think  they 
drove,  in  one  herd,  the  year  before  last,  11,000  head  of  cattle  to  Colo- 
rado. They  lived  in  Frio  County.  They  drove  away  all  their  stock,  big 
and  little. 

Q.  For  what  reason  did  they  drive  them  away  ! — A.  I  do  not  know 
unless  it  was  for  sale. 

Q.  Do  people  drive  their  stock  away  from  that  country  because  they 
cannot  keep  them  ! — A.  Many  are  driving  their  stock  from  the  river 
back  into  the  interior  of  the  country,  and  the  people  have  been  actually 
forced  out  of  cattle  raising  because  they  cannot  keep  their  cattle  from 
being  stolen,  and  have  gone  into  the  sheep  business.  There  are  100,000 
head  of  sheep  in  Kinney  County  today,  where  ten  years  ago  there  were 
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not  5,000 ;  and  where  there  were  at  that  time  a  ^preat  many  cattle,  the 
cattle  have  almost  aU  goue. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  known  any  Texans  to  go  over  into  Mexico  for  the 
purpose  of  robbing  f — A.  I  never  knew  but  one  occasioii  of  Texans  cross- 
ing into  Mexico  on  a  raid,  and  that  was  not  for  the  purpose  of  robbing, 
but  for  punishing  robbers.  A  party  of  citizens  about  six  years  ago 
crossed  and  killed  the  alcalde  of  Newtown,  a  little  town  above  Eagle 
Pass,  and  did  some  other  damage,  but  were  driven  back  across  the  river. 
That  is  the  only  instance  I  have  known  of  Texan  men  crossing  the  river, 
and  they  were  all  brought  before  the  United  States  courts  and  tried, 
except  one  man  who  is  still  a  fugitive. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  known  any  crossing  into  Mexico  except  in  pursuit 
of  thieves  or  to  punish  robbers? — A.  I  never  have ;  and  in  the  ten  years 
that  I  have  been  there  I  have  never  had  a  single  complaint  made  to  me 
by  Mexican  citizens  that  thieving  parties  from  our  side  had  been  over 
the  line.  I  have  known  revolutionary  parties  to  be  organized  on  this 
side  of  the  river  and  go  to  the  other.  Diaz  himself  organized  on  our 
side  of  the  river.  There  may  b3  instances  of  Texans  stealing  among 
themselves  and  driving  off  cattle,  but  any  cattle-stealing  that  has 
been  done  by  Texans  has  been  done  on  our  own  side  of  the  river.  No 
one  could  ever  have  thought  of  such  a  thing  as  going  to  the  other  side 
of  the  river  to  steal. 

By  Mr.  Williams  : 

Q.  In  your  judgment,  what  should  be  the  policy  of  the  Mexican  Gov- 
ernment in  relation  to  the  Indians  in  the  way  of  preventing  raids  f — A. 
I  think  they  should  simply  capture  the  Indians  and  turn  them  over  to 
us,  or  hold  them  as  prisoners.  No  two  months  have  passed  within  the 
last  five  years  that  they  could  not  have  done  that  with  some  one  or  other 
of  these  bands,  because  they  come  right  into  the  towns  to  sell  their  stock 
and  to  buy  arms  and  provisions. 

Q.  Has  the  central  Government  of  Mexico  had  a  force  there 
sufficient  to  do  thatf — A.  It  has  not  until  quite  recently,  but  there  are 
always  soldiers  there  who  could  be  called  out  by  the  alcalde,  for  every 
Mexican  is  a  soldier. 

Q.  Are  they  subject  to  the  control  of  the  central  government  ? — A. 
Theoretically  they  are ;  practically  they  are  not.  The  regular  soldiers 
are  of  course  subject  to  the  central  government  and  obey  orders,  and 
there  are  now  quite  a  number  of  regular  soldiers  there.  There  are  250 
of  them  at  Piedras  Negras,  opposite  Fort  Duncan,  and  until  quite 
recently  there  were  about  300  regular  Mexican  troops  at  Saragossa. 
And  when  these  300  troops  were  there  there  was  a  band  of  Mescalero 
and  Lipan  Indians  within  from  five  to  twenty  miles  of  them,  coming 
into  Saragossa  every  day,  and  who  could  have  been  picked  up  had  the 
authorities  been  so  disposed. 

Q.  While  these  Mexican  troops  have  been  there  have  they  co-operated 
in  good  faith  with  our  forces  to  prevent  raids  t — A.  So  far  as  you  can 
judge  from  what  they  say,  they  have. 

Q.  But  from  what  they  do  t — A.  From  what  they  do  I  do  not  think 
they  have,  but  it  is  hard  to  judge.  They  are  not  so  well  mounted  as 
our  men,  and  may  not  be  able  to  catch  these  Indians  while  they  are 
moving.  In  the  three  instances  that  I  have  notified  them  that  raiding 
parties  had  crossed  back  into  Mexico,  and  asked  them  to  co-operate  in 
their  pursuit,  they  have  been  very  dilatory  about  it,  and  nothing  has 
been  accomplished  by  them.  Pursuing  raiders  is  a  matter  which  re- 
quires the  greatest  celerity  of  movement. 
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Q.  Id  joar  judgment  how  large  a  force  do  we  need  on  that  border  to 
insare  peace  and  good  order — I  mean  in  the  whole  coantry  from  the 
month  of  the  Eio  Grande  np  ? — ^A.  I  cannot  give  a  very  correct  opinion 
as  to  the  Lower  Bio  Grande,  but  if  we  are  going  to  act  on  the  d^iensive, 
•going  simply  to  stand  there  and  prevent  raiders  from  crossing  into 
Texas,  when  we  can  do  so,  or  chase  them  only  on  onr  side  of  the  river, 
I  think  it  would  require  twice  as  many  men  as  there  are  to- day  to  do  it 
saccessfolly,  and  it  is  not  certain  that  they  conld  do  it. 

Q.  How  many  wonld  that  be? — A.  Between  five  and  six  thousand 
men,  if  they  are  simply  to  be  used  to  patrol  the  river  and  try  and  stop 
thieves  and  Indians  from  getting  across,  or  pursue  them  when  they 
do  get  across,  the  pursuit  to  stop  at  the  Bio  Grande. 

Q.  Supposing  that  Mexico  were  to  co-operate  in  good  faith  with  us, 
how  large  a  force  would  we  require  then  f — A.  I  think  in  that  case  we 
have  now  twice  as  many  as  we  need. 

Q.  State  it  in  numbers. — A.  I  think  that  a  thousand  or  fifteen  hun- 
dred men  wonld  be  enough  to  guard  that  frontier,  because  I  know  that 
the  Mexicans  could  stop  this  Indian  raiding  in  twenty  days  if  they 
wanted  to.  If  these  Indians  conld  not  get  their  arms  and  provisions  in 
Mexico  they  wonld  have  to  make  peace  somewhere  at  once. 

Q.  Then  in  your  judgment  there  is  no  good  reason  why  the  Mexican 
Government  should  not  protect  us  from  those  raids  T — A.  No  reason  in 
the  world. 

By  Mr.  Schleicher  : 

Q.  What  weight  can  yon  attribute  to  Mexican  promises? — A.  I 
believe  that  they  could  be  made  to  fulfill  them,  and,  if  it  was  the 
alternative  of  that  or  war,  I  think  they  would  do  so.  I  havu't  much 
faith  in  Mexican  promises  when  it  is  not  for  their  interest  to  carry  them 
out. 

By  Mr.  Williams  : 

Q.  Is  it  their  habit  to  promise  and  then  to  evade  their  promises  f — ^A. 
That  is  a  characteristic  of  the  Mexican  people,  and  that  is  my  observa- 
tion of  them.  They  could  stop  this  raiding  at  once.  I  know  it,  and 
every  man  on  the  frontier  knows  it.  It  is  not  an  impossible  thing,  or 
a  difficult  thing,  for  them  to  do. 

Q.  If  the  central  government  were  to  undertake  that,  would  it  have 
a  tendency  to  lead  to  a  revolution  in  those  Northern  States?— A.  I  do 
not  believe  it  would.  The  people  who  would  be  opposed  to  it,  or  who 
would  make  any  active  opposition  to  it,  are  not  the  strong,  influential 
men  of  the  community. 

Adjourned. 


Washington,  D.  0.,  Januury  14, 1878. 
Examination  of  Lieut.  Col.  William  B.  Shafter  continued. 
By  Mr.  Schleicher  : 

Question.  Do  you  think  that  an  efficient  protection  of  the  lineof  the  Bio 
Grande  can  be  had  against  those  raiding  parties  nnless  the  military 
have  authority  to  follow  the  raiders  across  the  river  ? — ^Answer.  Not  with 
the  force  which  we  have  there,  unless  the  Mexicans  themselves  put  a  stop 
to  it. 

Q.  Some  time  ago  the  Texas  papers  reported  that  the  executive  order 
allowing  troops  to  cross  in  pursuit  of  raiders  had  been  revoked.    Did 
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that  report  come  to  your  ears! — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  suppose  that  twenty  of 
the  stock- men  iu  the  vicinity  of  Fork  Clark  came  to  see  me  at  the  time, 
and  asked  me  if  it  was  a  fact. 

Q.  What  was  the  general  impression  among  the  stock-men  in  that 
regard! — A.  The  general  impression  among  the  stock-men  was  that  the 
order  was  revoked. 

Q.  What  was  their  idea  as  to  the  result  of  the  revocation  ! — A.  Their 
idea  was  that  the  stealing  would  continue,  and  probably  increase. 

Q.  What  was  your  own  idea  in  that  respect  ? — ^A.  1  knew  that  the 
order  had  not  been  revoked;  but  I  can  tell  you  what  I  believe  was  the 
result  of  the  opinion  on  the  Mexican  side  of  the  riv^er  where  it  was 
known  among  the  people  as  it  was  on  the  Texas  side ;  it  was  to  greatly 
increase,  \^i thin  the  last  six  weeks,  the  amount  of  thieving  on  our  side 
of  the  river. 

Q.  If  there  is  any  statement  which  has  not  been  broaght  out  by  the 
questions  of  the  committee,  and  which  you  think  of  importance,  you  may 
make  it. — A.  I  do  not  know.  The  questions,  I  believe,  have  touched  on 
almost  all  the  points ^  connected  with  the  raiding.  1  do  not  know  of 
anything  that  I  can  add. 

Q.  All  that  you  stated  was  only  iu  reference  to  this  Indian  frontier 
part  of  the  raids?— A.  All  that  I  stated  was  only  in  reference  to  the 
Indian  frontier. 

Q.  None  of  your  statements  applied  to  the  Lower  Rio  Grande  between 
Laredo  and  the  mouth  of  the  river? — A.  No,  sir;  that  I  only  know  of 
from  common  report. 

By  Mr.  Williams  : 

Q.  I  have  seen  something  iu  the  newspapers  about  a  present  made  by 
a  Mexican  officer  to  an  American  officer,  as  going  to  show  the  good  re- 
lations existing  on  that  border.  What  have  been  the  relations  between 
the  Mexican  and  the  American  officers  ? — A.  Perfectly  friendly  and 
pleasant.  I  was  the  officer  who  received  the  present.  It  was  from  the 
commanding  officer  on  the  other  side.  I  stated  the  fact  to  the  Military 
Committee  as  showing  that  the  Mexicans  were  not  angry  with  us,  as 
that  present  was  sent  to  me  three  days  after  we  had  returned  from  an 
expedition  to  Mexico.    There  is  no  ill  feeling — that  is,  none  expressed. 

Q.  Do  you  regard  that  as  evidence  of  their  disposition  to  co-operate 
with  you  iu  good  faith! — A^  No,  sir;  I  do  not  know  that  I  do,  but 
simply  as  a  mere  personal  courtesy.  I  will  say  that  this  robbing  and 
murdering  has  been  going  on  constantly  for  years.  There  is  hardly  a 
month  or  two  months  in  which  a  man  is  not  killed,  and  the  people  there 
have  rather  got  to  expect  it.  There  is  hardly  a  family  which  has  lived 
on  the  frontier  any  length  of  time  that  has  not  lost  a  member  by  Indians. 
Of  course,  among  the  families  that  have  recently  come  there  that  is  not 
the  case,  because  the  raiding  has  gradually  grown  less,  and  because 
our  own  Indians,  who  used  to  do  the  same  thing,  are  now  suppressed. 
We  have  them  at  Fort  Sill  and  keep  them  there.  But  the  raiding  from 
Mexico  has  not  ceased,  and  has  not  grown  less;  and  when  I  stated  that 
Indian  raids  had  not  been  so  frequent  during  the  last  two  years,  I  should 
have  said  that  this  was  to  be  accounted  for  by  our  Indians  having  been 
driven  from  the  Staked  Plains  in  Western  and  Northern  Texas  and 
forced  to  remain  on  their  reservations  in  the  Indian  Territory.  I  sub- 
mit three  affidavits,  showing  some  proi>erty  stolen  within  the  last  two 
months,  and  a  letter  of  a  respectable  citizen  (Mr.  Town)  living  on  the 
Eio  Qrande ;  also  affidavits  of  two  of  the  principal  stock-m^n  of  the 
county,  Mr.  Herreford  and  Mr.  Greenwood,  showvugtVv^vt  V^^^w^^^-t^ifsa:^^ 
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time  back  and  coDtinuing  until  very  lately.    Their  cases  are  the  same 

as  those  of  every  other  man  who  has  tried  to  raise  or  hold  horses  or 

cattle  near  the  Rio  Grande,  between  Laredo  and  San  Felipe. 

The  affidavits  and  letters  are  as  follows: 

• 

Affidavit  of  B.  C,  Greenwood. 

State  of  Texas,  County  of  Kinney : 

PersoDally  appeared  before  me,  the  aDdereigned  authority,  B.  C.  Green  wood,  to  me 
well  kDOWD,  wno,  having  been  by  me  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  depoees  and  says 
that  he  is  engaged  in  the  etock-raising  business,  and  is  a  citizen  of  the  county  and 
State  aforesaid  ;  and  this  afiBant  further  deposes  and  says  that  about  the  middle  of  the 
month  of  September  last  he  had  stolen  from  him  two  horses,  from  his  place  six  miles 
west  of  Fort  Clark,  Tex.,  and  followed  the  trail  of  the  said  two  horses  about  thirty 
miles  above  San  Felipe,  Tex.,  and  to  the  Kio  Grande  River,  and  fron^tbis,  affiant  says, 
he  was  convinced  they  crossed  the  said  river,  as  the  trail  went  into  the  river.  This 
affiant  further  says,  from  the  direction  in  which  they  were  going  it  would  take  them 
to  what  is  here  known  as  the  Santa  Rosa  Mountains,  in  Mexico.  At  this  same  time, 
affiant  says,  his  men  found  another  trail  of  horses  and  cattle,  which  crossed  the  Rio 
Grande  River  about  six  miles  above  San  Felipe,  Tex. ;  my  son,  Beverly  Greenwood, 
and  Robert  McMahon  were  the  parties  who  followed  this  last  trail.  Tbis  affiant  fur- 
ther says  from  all  of  the  appearances  which  he  saw  apon  the  trail  which  affiiant  fol- 
lowed led  him  to  believe  the  party  who  had  stolen  his  horses  were  Indians  from 
Mexico,  and  he  was  assured  in  his  own  mind  that  they  were  Indians  from  the  fact  ofhaving 
picked  up  on  their  trail  several  Indian  trinkets,  such  as  bead  ornaments,  feathers,  &c. 
This  affiant  further  says  that  the  said  Beverly  Greenwood  and  McMahon  also  thought 
the  trail  which  they  followed  was  an  Indian  trail,  for  the  same  reason  as  above  stated. 
This  affiant  further  says  that  from  the  direction  both  of  these  trails  were  leading  upon 
striking  the  Rio  Grande  River,  they  would  bring  up  at  the  said  Santa  Rosa  Mountains. 
This  affiant  further  deposes  and  says  that  one  of  the  horses  stolen  from  him  as  above 
stated,  about  the  middle  of  September  last,  was  returned  to  him  by  Lieut.  John  L. 
BuUis,  Twenty-fourth  Infantry,  and  this  affiant  says  upon  its  being  returned  he  was 
credibly  informed  that  it  had  been  captured  from  the  Indians  at  the  time  they  were 
attacked  in  September  last  near  the  town  of  Saragossa,  in  Mexico,  by  the  said  Lenten- 
ant  BuUis. 

This  affiant  further  deposes  and  says  that  Mr.  Knrst,  a  citizen  of  Kerr  County,  Texas, 
had  some  horses  stolen  from  him  about  the  same  time  in  September  last,  and  that  one 
of  the  horses  so  stolen  was  brought  back  by  the  said  Lieutenant  Bnllis.  and  this  affiant 
says  he  was  likewise  credibly  informed  that  it  had  been  captured  from  the  Indians  in 
the  attack  made  upon  their  camp  in  September  last,  near  the  town  of  Saragossa,  iu 
Mexico,  by  the  said  Lieutenant  Bullis. 

At  this  same  time  in  September  last  this  affiant  says  that  Mr.  Hereford,  in  charge 
of  Mitchell  and  PresnaPs  ranch,  about  hfteen  miles  southwest  of  Fort  Clark,  Tex., 
lost  several  horses,  which  were  supposed  to  have  been  stolen  by  the  same  party  of 
Indians.  This  affiant  further  deposes  and  says  that  on  or  about  April  20th  last  he 
and  Mr.  Slaughter,  with  their  herd  hands,  were  at  the  Zacatosa  rancn,  in  Texas,  dis- 
tant about  eight  miles  east  of  San  Felipe,  Tex.,  where  the  news  was  brought  to  affi- 
ant and  the  said  Slaughter  by  one  of  their  hands  that  some  of  their  cattle,  supposed 
to  be  about  one  hundred  head  from  the  size  of  the  trail,  had  been  stolen  and  driven 
across  the  Rio  Grande  River  at  the  mouth  of  the  Sycamore.  Tbis  affiant  says  that  he 
and  the  said  Slaughter  immediately  sent  J.  A.  Thomas  to  the  camp  of  Capt.  J.  M. 
Kelley,  Tenth  Cavalry,  U.  S.  A.,  stationed  at  San  Felipe,  Tex.,  asking  him  for  aid  to 
follow  the  robbers.  This  affiant  further  says  that  the  said  Captain  Kelley  sent  a  de- 
tachment of  twenty  mounted  men  with  orders  to  follow  the  trail,  but  not  to  go  into 
any  town  or  interfere  with  any  ranches  on  the  other  side  of  the  river.  This  affiant 
further  savs  that  he  and  the  said  Slaughter,  with  six  other  citizens,  went  with  the 
said  detachment,  which  crossed  the  Rio  Grande  River  on  the  trail  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Sycamore.  This  affiant  further  says  that  twenty-one  of  the  cattle  so  stolen  were 
picked  up  on  the  trail  and  brought  back.  This  affiant  further  says  that  he,  in  com- 
pany with  the  said  detachment,  followed  the  main  trail  within  one  and  a  half  miles  of 
Villa  Nueva,  a  town  in  Mexico,  immediately  on  the  Rio  Grande  River,  and  distant 
about  ten  miles  below  the  point  where  the  said  trail  had  crossed  the  river.  This  affi- 
ant further  says  that  they  were  here  met  by  two  citizens  of  Mexico,  by  whom  the  said 
detachment  was  informed  that  the  said  stolen  cattle  had  passed  through  the  town  of 
Villa  Nueva,  and  were  then  under  herd  at  the  lower  end  of  the  said  town,  and  affiant 
says  that  the  detachment  was  further  informed  by  the  two  said  citizens  of  Mexico 
that  the  9aid  cattle  had  been  taken  by  Mexicans,  and  warned  us  not  to  go  after  them, 
as  there  was  a  military  force  near  the  place  where  the  said  cattle  were  then  under 
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herd,  and  that  this  force  woald  protect  the  cattle,  and  it  wonld  not  be  safe  for  our 
party  to  go  after  them.  This  affiant  says  that  the  said  detachment  of  cavalry  then  fell 
back  and  reorossed  to  the  American  side  at  the  same  place  where  it  had  crossed  into 
Mexico  and  went  into  camp  for  the  night. 

This  affiant  fnrther  deposes  and  says  that  next  morning,  at  seven  o'clock,  the  detach- 
ment was  fired  npon  by  about  forty  Mexicans  in  citizens'  drees  and  Mexican  uniform. 
Their  fire  was  returned  by  the  detachment,  and  in  a  few  minutes  the  Mexicans  were 
re- enforced  by  about  sixty  men,  also  a  part  of  them  in  citizen's  dress  and  a  part  weiekring 
Mexican  uniform. 

Affiant  says  the  fight  lasted  fifty-two  minutes,  some  of  the  said  detachment  firing  as 
many  as  twenty  shotp.  In  the  mean  time  we  sent  for  re-enforcements  about  one  mile 
above  and  about  six  miles  below,  where  there  happened  to  be  some  United  States  forces 
encamped.  There  came  to  our  assistance  some  thirty-two  soldiers.  The  Mexicaus  then 
drew  off  out  of  the  range  of  our  fire  and  camped  for  the  day.  Upon  our  side  there 
were  no  casualties.  We  saw  the  Mexicans  carrying  off  their  wounded,  and  they  were 
lea^ling  three  horses  without  riders.  Affiant  says  that  he  has  since  learned  from  Dr. 
Leach,  who  was  practicing  medicine  at  Villa  Nuevaat  this  time,  that  three  of  the  Mex- 
icans were  killed,  and  besides  the  three  killed  he  attended  two  who  were  badly 
wounded. 

This  affiant  further  says  that  he  has  been  a  stock-raiser  in  this  county  since  October, 
A.  D.  1871,  and  that  he  brought  with  him  four  thousand  head  of  cattle,  and  purchased 
soon  after  he  came  two  thousand  head  more  of  located  stock,  and  that  since  that  time 
he  has  lost  at  least  fifty  head  of  horses,  and  at  least  one- third  of  his  original  cattle 
stock  and  increase,  by  similar  inroads  of  Indians  from  Mexico  and  Mexicans. 

This  affiant  further  says  that  of  the  stock  so  lost  he  has  only  recovered  the  twenty- 
one  head  above  mentioned,  and  ten  head  which  he  claimed  before  the  alcalde  of  Piedras 
Negras,  Mexico,  which  were  returned  upon  affiant's  paying  $3  per  head. 

Affiant  further  says  that  he  has  recovered  five  head  of  horses,  one  from  an  exiled 
alcalde  from  the  town  of  Villa  Nueva,  who  rode  him  to  this  side  of  the  river,  where 
affiant  claimed  him;  another,  which  was  brought  to  this  side  of  the  river  by  General 
Pedro  Valdez, a{la«  Winker,  when  he  had  to  flee  his  country;  another,  when  affiant 
went  into  Mexico  in  August,  1876,  with  Migor  Price,  Eighth  Cavalry,  United  States 
Army,  which  I  found  in  the  town  of  La  Vaca^  and  cUimed  it  before  the  alcalde;  an- 
other, returned  to  me,  as  above  stated,  by  Lieut.  John  L.  Ballis ;  another,  that  was 
found  in  the  possession  of  a  Mexican  colonel  at  Piedras  Negras,  Mexico,  and  there 
claimed  and  proven  before  the  authorities. 

Affiant  further  says  that  he  does  not  think  that  he  has  lost  any  more  than  any  other 
Htock-raiser  in  this  section  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  stock  owned. 

B.  C.  GREENWOOD. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  2Ist  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1877. 
[SEAL.]  WILLIAM  N.  COOKE, 

Clerk  County  Court  Kinney^  Cmtnty, 
By  J.  L.  MARTIN, 

Deputy  Cleric,  , 


Affidavit  of  James  H.  Perry. 

State  of  Texas,  County  of  Kinney : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned  authority,  James  H.  Perry,  to  me 
well  known,  and  a  resident  of  Dal  Rio  County  and  State  aforesaid,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  on  the  night  of  the  15th  of  December,  A.  D.  1877,  be- 
tween fifteen  and  twenty  horses  (mares  and  colts)  were  stolen  from  him  and  crossed 
the  Rio  Grande  into  Mexico,  near  the  mouth  of  Sycamore  Creek,  Texas. 

J.  H.  PERRY. 

State  of  Texas,  County  of  Kinney : 

This  is  to  certify  that  the  above  was  signed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  2M  day  of 
December,  A.  D.  1877. 
Witness  my  hand  and  seal  in  testimony  whereof. 
Done  at  Del  Rio,  Tex. 
[seal.]  W.  S.  HEMINGWAY. 

Justice  of  the  PeacCf  Precinct  No,  4,  Kinney  County ^  Texas j 

and  eX'Officio  Notary  Fublic, 
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Affidavit  of  John  Hanndhan. 

State  of  Texas,  County  of  Kinney : 

PersoDally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersig^d  authority,  John  HanDahan,  who, 
being  by  me  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is  a  citizen  o^^^ 
county  of  Uvalde,  in  the  State  aforesaid,  and  that  on  the  16th  day  of  Noyember  last 
he  had  stolen  from  him,  on  the  Leona  River,  five  miles  below  the  town  of  Uvalde,  in 
the  county  of  Uvalde  and  State  aforesaid,  thirty-fonr  head  of  horses.  This  affiant  further 
says  that  from  the  trail  and  other  signs,  such  as  arrows,  &c.,  he  verily  believes  the  party 
taking  them  were  Indians  from  tbe  Republic  of  Mexico.  This  affiant  further  says 
that  Mr.  Brooke,  a  citizen  of  the  same  county,  lost  two  horses,  and  Mr.  McDonald  lost 
two  or  three  horses  at  the  same  time,  and  that  on  or  about  November  14  last,  a  herder 
was  killed  by  the  same  party  taking  these  horses ;  and  at  this  same  time  this  same  party 
shot  with  arrows  one  colt  and  three  head  of  cattle,  which  arrows  this  affiant  says  lie 
now  has  in  his  possession.  ^-i 

JOHN  HANNAHAN. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  22d  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1877. 
[SEAL.]  WILLIAM  N.  COOKE, 

(lerk  County  Courts  Kinney  County, 
By  J.  L.  MARTIN, 

Deputy  Clerk. 


Affidavit  of  George  0.  Burroics. 

State  of  Texas,  County  of  Kinney: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned  authority,  Oeorge  O.  Burrows,  to  me 
well  known,  who  deposes  and  says  that  on  the  19th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1877,  he 
lost  twenty-five  (25)  head  of  horses,  and  that  said  horses  were  crosed  over  the  Rio 
Grande  River  into  Mexico,  about  six  miles  above  Del  Rio,  Tex.,  and  also  some  twenty- 
five  head  of  cattle  were  stolen  and  crossed  at  the  same  time  and  place  above  mentioned. 

Sworn  to  before  me  at  my  office  in  Del  Rio,  Kinney  County,  Tex.,  this  24th  day  of 
December,  A.D.  1877. 

In  testimony  whereof  witness  my  band  and  seal. 

[seal.]  W.  S.  HEMINGWAY, 

Justice  of  the  Peace,  Pi^nct  Xo,  4,  Kinney  County,  TojpoJty 

and  eX'Offido  Notary  PMbtic. 

Headquarters  Post  San  Fklipb,  Tex., 

December  24,  1877. 

The  above-named  man  is  known  by  me  to  be  a  reliable  citizen,  and  I  am  personally 
cognizant  of  the  facts  set  forth  in  his  affidavit  and  know  them  to  be  true. 

J.  M.  KELLEY, 
Captain  Tenth  Cavalry,  Commanding  Pogt, 


Affidavit  of  E,  M.  Hcrreford, 

State  of  Texas,  County  of  Kinney: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned  authority,  £.  M.  Herreford,  to  me 
well  known,  who  deposes  and  says  that  on  the  first  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1877,  he 
lost  twenty-one  head  of  horses :  said  horses  were  stolen  and  crossed  over  the  Rio  Grande 
into  Mexico  at  the  town  of  Monclova  Viejo,  Mexico.  And  also  on  or  about  the  5th 
day  of  May,  A.  D.  1877,  he  lost  eight  head  of  horses  which  were  stolen  and  crossed  into 
Mexico  at  the  town  of  Monclova  Viejo,  Mexico. 

And  also  on  the  15th  day  of  Jane,  A.  D.  1877,  he  lost  eighteen  (18)  head  of  horses 
which  were  crossed  over  the  Rio  Grande  into  Mexico,  near  Newtown,  Mexico. 

And  also  on  the  3d  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1877,  he  lost  ^ve  (5)  head  of  horses  which 
were  crossed  over  the  Rio  Grande  into  Mexico  at  the  town  of  Newtown,  Mexico. 

And  also  on  or  about  the  20th  day  of  August,  A.  D.  1877,  he  lost  some  fifty  (50)  head 
of  cattle,  which  were  stolen  and  crossed  over  the  Rio  Grande  into  Mexico,  at  the  town 
of  Newton,  Mexico. 

In  the  foregoing  cases  of  stock  beirg  stolen  and  crossed,  the  t^ail  of  said  stock  wan 
followed  to  the  Ro  Grande,  and  in  two  of  said  c-ases  the  trail  was  followed  across  the 
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Rio  Grande  River,  and  in  one  of  said  cases  the  punning  party  was  met  bv  a  i>arty  of 
well-armed  MexicanSy  who  ordered  the  parsners  back  across  the  Rio  Granoe,  with  the 
threat  that  if  they  did  not  they  would  get  hurt,  w  hereupon  the  pursuers  abandoned 
the  trail  and  came  back  across  the  river. 

Sworn  to  before  me  at  my  office  in  Del  Rio,  Kinney  County,  Tex.,  this  U4th  day  of 
December,  A.  D.  1877. 

In  testimony  whereof  witness  my  hand  and  seal  official. 

[SEAL-]  W.  S.  HEMINGWAY, 

J.  P.  P.  Ko,  4,  K,  Co.,  Tex.,  and  eiHfjfido  Notary  Public. 

Headquarters  Post  San  Felipe,  Texas, 

I>eceiii»er  24,  1877. 

The  above-named  man  is  known  by  me  to  be  a  reliable  citizen. 

J.  M.  KELLEY, 
Captain  10th  Cavalnjy  Commanding  Post, 


Washington,  D.  C,  January  14, 1878. 

Examination  of  John  L.  BuLLis,  first  lieatenaut  Twenty- f9urth  In> 
fantry,  commanding  Seminole  soonts  at  Fort  Clark,  Texas. 

By  Mr.  Schleicheb  : 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  at  Fort  Clark  or  in  that  Ticinity  f — A.  I 
have  been  stationed  in  that  vicinity  upwards  of  ten  years. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  been  stationed  on  the  Lower  Bio  Grande  ? — A.  But 
a  few  weeks,  and  that  is  upward  of  ten  years  ago. 

Q.  Do  you  know  about  where  the  upper  end  of  the  State  of  Tamau* 
lipas  is? — A.  Just  above  Laredo. 

Q.  Then  the  district  of  which  you  have  personal  knowledge  is  above 
Laredo  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  but  little  knowledge  of  the  country  below 
there. 

Q.  Are  you  familiar  with  the  history  of  those  raids  in  the  Lower  Bio- 
Grande  ? — A.  No,  sir;  I  know  very  little  of  them,  and  principally  from 
hearsay. 

Q.  Your  experience  is  confined  to  those  raids  above  Laredo? — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Opposite  what  Mexican  States? — A.  Opposite  the  States  of  Coa- 
huila  and  Chihuahua. 

Q.  What  is  the  character  of  the  raids  upon  that  country  ? — A.  The 
raids  are  principally  made  by  Indians  composed  of  Lipans,  Mescaleros,. 
and  Xickapoos. 

Q.  What  are  the  relations  existing  between  the  people  in  the  Mexican 
settlements  and  the  Indiana? — A.  They  are  very  friendly  indeed.  I 
have  known  the  Indians  to  live  in  the  suburbs  of  Mexican  towns  and 
to  trade  oft'  stock  stolen  from  this  side  of  the  river  for  arms,  clothing, 
munitions  of  war,  and  in  fact  everything  that  they  might  require. 

Q.  Has  that  been  the  case  in  only  one  or  two  instances,  or  is  it  gen- 
erally the  case? — A.  It  has  been  a  general  practice  for  years.  I  have 
been  there  upward  of  ten  years  and  know  well  of  what  I  speak.  The 
Mexicans  even  induce  Indians  to  cross  to  the  American  side  of  the  river 
to  steal,  and  then  they  barter  with  them  for  the  stolen  horses  and  cattle. 

Q.  What  difierent  authorities  are  there  among  the  Mexicans? — A. 
There  are  civil  authorities,  and  there  have  been  also  military  authori- 
ties, but  not  until  very  recently.  Until  the  last  summer  there  were  only 
civil  authorities. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  had  any  experience  to  enable  you  to  say  what  po- 
sition those  civil  authorities  take  in  regard  to  those  raids  ? — A.  Tl^^'^« 
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never  take  any  action  whatever  to  prevent  them.  They  are  well  aware 
that  the  Indians  depredate  upon  the  American  side,  and  in  fact  I  have 
heard  Texans  remark  that  the  Mexican  civil  authorities  would  not  assist 
them  to  recover  their  stolen  property. 

Q.  Have  you  yourself  ever  had  any  occasion  to  make  any  application 
to  these  civil  authorities  in  Mexico? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  never  have.  I  have 
heard  Texans  speak  of  it — men  who  have  been  at  the  city  of  Saragossa 
for  instance,  and  seen  Indians  riding  horses  bearing  their  own  brands. 
They  have  called  upon  the  alcalde  to  have  the  horses  turned  over  to 
them  and  he  has  positively  refused  to  do  so. 

Q.  That  country  up  there  in  Mexico  is  not  a  thickly-settled  country! 
It  is  rather  outside  of  the  Mexican  settlements? — A.  Yes,  sir;  it  is  very 
sparsely  settled.  The  thickly-settled  country  is  below,  toward  the  State 
of  Tamaulipas. 

Q.  It  is  a  sort  of  Indian  frontier,  just  as  we  have  it  in  Texas  ? — A. 
Precisely;  the  Indians  live  around  the  frontier  towns. 

Q.  Do  you  think,  from  your  experience  there,  that  an  efficient  pro- 
tection is  possible  without  troops  being  authorized  to  follow  the  raid- 
ers f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not.  The  Indians,  in  my  belief,  can  depredate 
on  this  side  unless  we  are  authorized  or  allowed  to  follow  them,  or  un- 
less the  Mexican  authorities  co-operate  with  us  to  prevent  their  raiding. 

Q.  How  far  do  the  Indians  ever  get  into  Texas? — A.  I  have  known 
them  to  steal  within  the  last  nine  months  within  25  miles  of  San  Anto- 
nio, and  at  that  time  they  drove  out  about  150  head  of  horses  in  one  raid. 

Q.  State  your  experience  in  reference  to  the  difficulty  of  catching  In- 
dians on  this  side  of  the  river,  and  whether,  therefore,  an  efficient  de- 
fense against  these  raids  must  include  the  power  to  cross  the  river  in 
pursuit. — ^A.  The  Indians,  when  coming  in  to  steal,  come  in  numbers 
from  2  to  35.  They  mostly  come  in  on  foot,  wearing  moccasins.  They 
hide  in  the  cedar  breaks  and  in  the  rough  country  during  the  day,  and 
work  through  near  the  settlements,  and  when  the  moon  is  full,  or  there- 
abouts, they  gather  up  stock.  I  have  known  them  in  one  night  to  gather 
up  100  head,  or  even  more.  Then  they  start  out  and  drive  night  and 
day.  They  exchange  from  one  horse  to  another,  and  within  three  to 
live  days  they  cross  the  Bio  Grande,  traveling  day  and  night.  There 
is  such  a  vast  extent  of  country  that  in  crossing  to  the  Kio  Grande 
they  have  a  space  of  200  miles  or  more  which  they  can  traverse  at  any 
point  they  desire,  and  it  is  thus  very  difficult  for  troops  to  intercept 
them. 

Q.  You  have  been  several  times  on  the  other  side? — A.  Yes,  sir; 
quite  a  number  of  times. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  been  into  the  thickly-settled  portions  of  Mexico,  or 
have  you  only  been  into  this  wilderness  country? — A.  Mostly  into  this 
wilderness  country.  Once  or  twice  only  I  have  been  in  close  to  the  set- 
tlements on  expeditions  after  Indians,  but  even  these  settlements  are 
on  the  extreme  frontier  and  on  the  outskirts  of  civilization  in  Mexico. 

Q.  Have  there  ever  been  any  incursions  from  our  side  into  the  settled 
portions  of  Mexico? — A.  No,  sir;  never,  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  What  has  been  the  character  of  the  movements  of  the  Mexican 
troops  who  have  come  lately  to  the  border  ? — A.  I  cannot  say.  They 
have  been  sUitioned  principally  in  the  towns  of  Piedras  Negras,  a  Mex- 
ican town,  and  also  in  Saragossa.  I  think  they  have  been  in  there  prin- 
cipally for  the  ol)ject  of  preventing  an  uprising  of  revolutionists. 

Q.  Have  they  ever  cooperated  with  our  troops  in  pursuing  raiders  ? — 
A.  Yes,  sir;  beiore  my  leaving  Fort  Clark  there  was  one  instance  (on 
the  20th  of  December  or  thereabouts)  where  a  small  party  of  Mexican 
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troops  joined  a  party  of  oar  troops  and  followed  up  a  trail  for  a  few- 
miles  only,  bat  without  any  success  whatever.  That  is  the  only 
instance  tiiat  has  ever  come  within  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe,  from  your  experience  there,  that 
the  Mexican  troops  are  making  any  bona-fide  efforts  to  catch  the  In- 
dians?— A.  No,  sir;  these  Indians  could  be  caught  within  a  week,  for 
I  have  known  them  to  go  into  the  Mexican  towns  and  drink  there  and, 
become  intoxicated.  In  fact  it  is  a  daily  occurrence  for  them  to  go  into 
Mexican  towns  and  barter  stolen  stock  with  Mexicans. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  have  any  communication  with  General  Falcon's 
forces  there  t — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  be  ever  send  you  any  messages  ! — A.  No,  sir ;  never  to  me. 

Q.  Then  your  experience  has  been  all  confined  to  this  Indian  front- 
ier?— A.  Yes,  sir,  altogether. 

By  Mr.  Williams  : 

Q,  What  is  the  distance  from  Laredo  to  the  northern  boundary  of 
your  district,  or  to  as  far  north  on  the  river  as  you  go  f — A.  It  may  be 
six  hundred  miles  or  perhaps  more. 

Q.  Have  you  patrolled  that  district  t — A.  I  have  scouted  through  the 
district,  and  have  frequently  found  trails  and  even  caught  Indians  when 
returning  from  raids  into  Texas  above  Laredo. 

Q.  Then  your  scouting  has  extended  as  high  as  six  hundred  miles 
up  from  Laredo? — A.  Yes,  sir;  eight  or  nine  hundred  miles  above  it. 

Q.  How  far  does  the  Indian  country  extend  west  from  the  river  into 
Mexico — I  mean  the  country  occupied  by  these  Indians  who  have  caused 
the  trouble? — A.  These  Indians  most  generally  live  within  from  forty 
to  one  hundred  and  twenty-five- miles  of  the  river. 

Q.  Taking  it  wi,thin  those  limits,  what  would  be  your  estimate  of  the 
number  of  Indians  there? — A.  I  estimate  the  total  of  these  Indians  to 
be  about  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  men. 

Q.  Within  that  limit,  what  is  the  character  of  the  Mexican  popula- 
tion and  the  nature  of  their  occupations? — A.  The  country  is  very 
sparsely  settled  indeed.  Some  few  of  the  Mexicans  are  engaged  in 
agriculture  by  means  of  irrigation,  and  the  principal  part  of  them  are 
engaged  in  stock-raising.  Many  of  them  barter  and  trade  with  Indians 
for  stock  stolen  from  the  American  side  of  the  river;  others  are  en- 
gaged in  smuggling. 

Q.  During  the  ten  years  that  you  have  been  there,  have  yon  known 
of  any  raids  from  the  Texas  side  into  Mexico? — A.  Never.  During  my 
experience  in  Texas  I  have  never  known  of  Americans,  or  even  any 
party  or  parties  from  the  American  side,  to  depredate  on  the  Mexican 
shore. 

Q.  Taking  a  corresponding  section  of  country  on  our  side  of  the  river, 
what  is  the  nature  of  the  settlements,  and  what  are  the  occupations  of 
the  inhabitants? — A.  On  our  side  of  the  river  the  inhabitants  are  prin- 
cipally Americans  (there  are  some  few  Mexicans),  and  they  likewise  are 
engaged  in  agriculture  by  means  of  irrigation.  Kinney  County  alone, 
in  which  Fort  Clark  is  situated,  has  20,000  acres  under  cultivation  by 
irrigation.  But  the  most  of  the  people  are  engaged  in  stock-raising — 
sheep,  horses,  cattle,  and  goats. 

Q.  Are  there  large  herds  of  horses  and  cattle  in  that  region? — A. 
Yes,  sir ;  thousands  are  owned  by  one  person. 

Q.  Can  you  estimate  the  number  of  horses  and  cattle  taken  from  this 
side  of  the  river  since  Diaz  came  into  power  in  Mexico? — A.  I  cannot 
answer  that  question  definitely.    I  know  that  in  the  months  of  June 
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and  July,  1876, 1  captured  firom  Indians  one  hundred  and  twenty-^even 
head  of  horses  and  mules  that  were  mostly  stolen  from  this  side  of  the 
river.  I  think  that  that,  however,  was  before  the  Diaz  Government  was 
in  existence.  The  revolution  was  then  going  on  on  the  other  side;  but 
I  have  captured  stock  from  Indians  since  the  Diaz  GovemmcDt  has  been 
in  existence. 

Q.  In  round  numbers,  what  would  be  the  aggregate  of  what  has  been 
stolen  for  the  last  three  yearst — A.  I  suppose  that  within  the  last  three 
years  there  have  been  stolen  in  that  country  seven  thousand  head  of 
horses  and  cattle,  and  perhaps  three  times  the  amount,  or  more.  I 
alone  found  at  one  time  within  one  day  where  the  Indians  had  ran  off 
over  a  thousand  head  of  horses  within  three  weeks. 

Q.  What  is  the  average  value  of  horses  in  that  country  ? — A.  It  de- 
pends altogether  n)>on  the  stock.  The  horses  stolen  there  by  the  Indians 
would  average  $15  or  more  a  head,  and  the  cattle  $10. 

Q.  Do  the  Indians  steal  many  mules? — A.  Yes;  I  captured* ten  mules 
out  of  ninety-six  head  in  one  cavallada.  Tbe  Indians  generally  get  the 
horses  which  the  Texans  use  in  gathering  up  cattle.  Very  few  men 
engage  in  the  raising  of  horses  near  the  Bio  Grande,  because  it  is  so 
unsafe,  although  near  San  Antonio  and  vicinity  men  are  engaged  in  the 
raising  of  horses. 

By  Mr.  Schleioher  : 

Q.  Did  yon  ever  hear  of  the  experience  of  Judge  Noonan  in  «toek-   . 
raising? — A.  Yes,  sir.    Noonan  has  lost  horses  for  which  he  has  paid 'as 
high  as  $1,000 — stallions,  blooded  horses,  &c.    He  has  told  me  so  him- 
self, I  think. 

By  Mr.  Williams  : 

"'Q.  How  far  into  Texas  do  those  raids  extend  ? — A.  I  have  known  the 
Indians  to  steal  horses  within  twenty-five  miles  of  San  Antonio,  and  • 
that  would  be  one  hundred  miles  from  the  Bio  Grande. 

Q.  Do  the  settlers  ever  take  any  means  to  oppose  these  raiders  ? — 
A.  Yes,  sir ;  they  do  if  they  are  strong  enough  to  oppose  them,  but  the 
Indians  are  very  cunning  and  they  commit  their  thefts  principally  in 
the  night,  and  as  they  pass  out  through  the  uninhabited  country  it  is 
very  seldom  that  the  Texans  succeed  in  striking  them. 

Q.  How  many  soldiers  have  we  had  in  that  section  which  you  de- 
scribe ? — A.  I  suppose  from  oue  thousand  to  thicteen  hundred  men. 

Q,  These  have  been  stationed  over  what  space  ! — A.  Over  a  space  of 
six  hundred  miles  up  and  down  the  river. 

Q.  How  large  usually  are  the  garrisons! — A.  Within  the  space  where 
I  have  scouted  there  are  three  garrisons :  that  of  Fort  Clark,  which 
numbers,  I  think,  about  fifteen  companies  (probably  six  hundred  or 
seven  hundred  men) ;  that  of  San  Felipe,  which  is  garrisoned  by  two 
companies  (probably  one  hundred  men);  and  that  of  Fort  Duncan, 
which  is  garrisoned  by  three  or  four  companies,  which  would  number 
say  two  hundred  men. 

Q.  How  large  a  force  can  the  Mexicans  bring  against  yon  there  on 
short  notice  ? — A.  I  suppose  that  the  Mexicans  can  gather  up  oa  the 
opposite  side  there  within  five  days  about  three  thousand  men. 

Q.  What  would  be  their  character  as  to  arms,  discipline,  knowle4ge 
of  the  country,  &c.  f — A.  Their  knowledge  of  the  country  is  very  ,acca> 
rate.  They  are  all  very  fine  riders,  and  they  have  been  so  constantly 
in  a  state  of  revolution  for  the  past  twenty  years  that  they  ar«  accus- 
tomed to  warfare,  and  their  power  of  endurance  is  very  great.  Their 
arms  are  good — motly  breech-loaders.    There  has  been  no  special 
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«j8tetD  of  arms  adopted  by  the  ffovernraent.    The  majority  of  tbem 
have  American  arms — Winchester'sf,  Sharps',  and  Remington's. 

By  Mr.  Sohleigheb  : 

Q.  Some  time  ago  there  was  a  ramor  that  this  order  allowing  the 
troops  to  cross  had  been  revoked.  Was  that  rumor  circulated  in 
Texas  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  it  known  in  Mexico  ? — A.  I  think  it  was. 

Q.  Bid  yon  notice  any  change  in  the  condition  of  afifairs  ? — A.  Yes ; 
more  raids  had  been  made  within  a  month  before  my  leaving  Texas  (which 
was  in  December)  than  had  taken  place  within  some  four  or  live  months 
before ;  but  we  noticed,  as  soon  as  the  report  was  circulated  that  an 
order  had  been  issued  not  to  cross  the  river  in  pursuit  of  raiders,  that 
more  depredations  were  committed  than  had  been  for  months  before. 

Q.  If  there  is  anything  else  of  interest  that  occurs  to  you,  you  may 
state  it  to  the  committee. — A.  I  have  known  those  Indians  to  come  over 
and  make  raids.  For  instance,  in  the  months  of  April  and  May,  1876, 
they  came  over  and  killed  twelve  men,  and  in  the  months  of  September 
and  October,  1876,  they  came  over  and  killed  thirteen  men  and  one 
woman,  and  drove  off  about  one  hundred  and  forty  or  one  hundred  and 
fifty  head  of  horses.  On  crossing  the  river  the  last  time  they  made 
camp  at  from  within  one  to  three  miles  of  a  Mexican  town,  and  remained 
there  for  a  number  of  days. 

Q.  What  town  was  that  T — A.  Kewtown,  on  the  Bio  Grande.  It  is 
called  by  the  Mexicans  Villa  Nueva  or  Gonoepcion,  and  is  known  to  the 
Americans  by  all  three  names.  It  was  estimated  at  the  time  that  the 
«ftect  of  this  last  Indian  raid  was  to  turn  back  two  hundred  and  fifty 
families  that  had  started  to  settle  on  the  western  frontier  of  that  county. 

By  Mr.  Williams  : 

Q.  How  many  persons  have  been  killed  on  our  side  from  May,  1876, 
up  to  the  present  time  ? — A.  It  is  very  difficult  for  me  to  answer  that 
question.  I  should  say  that  from  April,  1876,  up  to  the  present  time 
there  have  been  as  many  as  thirty-five  or  more  persons  killed. 

JOHN  L.  BULLIS, 
First  Lieutenant,  Twenty-fourth  Infantry. 


TESTIMONY  OF  WILLIAM  SCHUCHARDT. 

Washington,  D.  C,,  January  14, 1878. 

Examination  of  William  Schuohabdt,  United  States  commercial 
agent  at  Piedras  Negras,  Mexico. 

By  Mr.  BOHUSIOHEB : 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  living  in  Piedras  Negras? — A.  Since  1863. 

Q«  State  your  experience  during  that  time  in  regard  to  the  raids  from 
Mexico  into  Texas  f — A.  Baids  have  been  always  made  by  Indians  and 
Mexicans,  and  I  know  that  the  Mexican  authorities  never  did  anything 
to  prevent  them.  These  raids  have  been  going  on  ever  since  I  had  an  op- 
I)ortunity  to  observe  them  in  1807,  ever  since  the  fall  of  the  empire,  when 
all  the  troops  came  back.  And  tiiey  have  been  made  by  Indians  before 
that,  ever  since  the  Kickapoos  have  lived  there.  They  moved  there  in 
1864. 

Q.  How  many  Kickapoos  moved  in  there  1— A.,  1  WiWiVXXi^^^^'s^*^^^ 
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that  time  about  eleven  hundred,  accordiug  to  their  statement.  They 
lived  some  30  miles  from  Santa  Eosa. 

Q.  What  were  their  relations  with  the  Mexican  Government  and 
authorities,  and  how  came  they  to  settle  there  f — A.  I  believe  that  they 
were  invited  to  come  over  and  settle  there  in  order  to  protect  the  fron- 
tier against  the  wild  Indians. 

Q.  While  they  were  living  there  did  they  make  any  raids  into  Texas ?^ 
A.  Yes,  sir;  I  believe  they  did.  They  always  brought  American 
horses  back  to  Santa  Bosa  and  sold  them  there.  Mexican  citizens  from 
Texas  have  come  over  there  to  reclaim  horses. 

Q.  Have  you  any  idea  on  how  large  a  scale  that  was  carried  on  ?~ 
A.  Tes;  the  stealing  was  carried  on  on  quite  an  extensive  scale.  The 
Indians  kept  the  stolen  horses  in  thecaiion  where  they  lived  and  wonld 
not  let  anybody  in  there. 

Q.  Did  they  never  drive  them  off  in  the  interior  f — A.  Yes,  when  they 
were  trading  them.  I  was  informed  that  they  took  them  to  Saltillo  and 
other  places  in  the  interior.  After  citizens  from  Texas  had  gone  there 
to  reclaim  their  horses,  the  Indians  did  not  think  them  secure  where  they 
were,  so  they  sent  them  right  off  and  sold  them. 

Q.  Were  there  many  losses  of  horses  in  Western  Texas  at  that  time?— 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  people  killed  there  ? — A.  I  do  not  recollect ;  I  know  of  one 
instance  of  a  boy  being  stolen. 

Q.  Were  yon  in  Piedras  Negras  at  the  time  that  Oeneral  McKenzie 
went  into  the  Indian  camp? — A.  I  was. 

Q.  He  broke  up  their  camp? — A.  Yes,  and  scattered  the  Indians;  a 
part  of  them  went  back  to  their  cafion,  and  some  of  them  were  removed 
to  the  Indian  Territory  by  United  States  troops,  and  a  part  of  them 
left  for  the  interior  of  Mexico. 

Q.  How  many  of  these  Indians  were  left  when  the  United  States 
commissioners  returned  ? — A.  I  believe  there  were  300  of  the  Kickapoos 
and  Pottawatomies;  but  there  were  very  few  of  the  latter,  as  the  small- 
pox had  killed  them  off. 

Q.  Do  these  Indians  keep  apart  from  the  other  Indians,  the  Lipans 
and  Mescaleros? — A.  Yes, sir;  they  have  been  enemies  until  lately. 

Q.  What  other  Indians  are  there  there  besides  Kickapoos? — A.  The 
Lipans,  who  live  near  Saragossa  or  Bimolino ;  and  sometimes  the  Mes* 
caleros  and  a  few  Comanclies  come  down. 

Q.  How  many  Indians  have  there  been  there  altogether  within  the 
last  few  years  ? — A.  I  cannot  tell  how  many. 

Q.  The  raids  that  have  been  made  lately,  however,  have  not  been 
made  so  much  by  the  Kickapoos  as  by  the  other  Indians? — A.  They 
have  been  made  by  Lipans  and  Mescaleros.  The  Kickapoos  have  their 
own  ground  between  the  city  of  Kio  Grande  and  Laredo,  and  have  got 
passports  from  the  Mexican  authorities  at  Santa  Bosa  to  cross  the  river 
hunting,  and  occasionally  they  come  over  into  Texas.  I  do  not  think 
they  go  far  into  the  country,  but  they  gather  up  all  they  can  find  and 
return. 

Q.  What  are  the  relations  of  the  Mexican  population  to  the  Indians 
who  make  those  raids  ? — A.  Very  friendly. 

Q.  What  do  the  Indians  do  with  the  horses  that  they  steal  ? — A* 
They  trade  them  off. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  horses  being  stolen  on  commercial  orders? — 
A.  A  man  at  San  Antonio  who  freighted  goods  for  me  could  not  come 
in  the  right  time  because,  he  said,  he  had  to  wait  for  Indians  to  bring 
in  some  mules.    He  had  an  order  for  them.    The  same  man  the  other 
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day  gave  an  order  to  an  Indian  at  Eagle  Pass  to  bny  all  the  horses  he 
<X)uld  for  $10;  and  the  Indian  brought  him  three,  among  which  was  one 
of  his  own  horses  that  had  been  stolen  from  him. 

Q.  Have  the  Mexicans  ever  made  any  eifort  to  break  np  this  raid- 
ing?— A.  I  cannot  say  that  they  have. 

Q.  Bave  you  noticed  any  change  since  Mr.  Diaz  came  into  power  in 
Mexico? — A.  Since  Diaz  has  come  into  power,  there  are  some  troops  at 
Saragossa  and  some  at  Piedras  Negras,  and  their  presence  there  seems 
to  encourage  the  Indians  to  come  over  more  frequently  and  in  greliter 
numbers,  because  the  Indians  think  that  while  the  Mexican  troops  are 
there,  the  American  troops  cannot  follow  them. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  the  Mexican  Government  is  in  a  condition  to 
•enforce  any  orders  on  that  frontier? — A.  I  think  not. 

Q.  Has  it  ever  been  since  you  lived  there? — A,  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  At  what  time? — A.  Before  the  late  revolution — under  the  Lerdo 
administration. 

Q.  From  McKenzie's  raid,  in  1873,  until  about  a  year  and  a  half  ago, 
there  were  hardly  any  raids  on  that  Indian  frontier? — A.  I  cannot  say 
exactly  how  long  after  Qeneral  McKenzie  crossed,  but  there  was  a  time 
when  affairs  were  quiet  there. 

Q.  Have  you  any  information  of  the  raids  from  the  State  of  Tamau- 
lipas? — A.  No,  sir;  I  have  not.  The  raids  that  I  know  of  have  been 
as  far  as  fifteen  leagues  above  Laredo. 

Q.  Below  th^re  the  raids  are  not  made  by  Indians  ?  There  are  no 
Indians  living  below  there  ? — A.  I  do  not  recollect  a  case  of  Indians 
crossing  there  since  1867,  when  a  large  number  of  Oomauches  crossed 
right  above  Laredo. 

Q.  Are  you  familiar  with  the  Zona  Libra  and  with  its  influence  upon 
trade  along  the  Rio  Grande  ? — A.  I  am. 

Q.  Does  the  Zona  Libra  extend  to  Piedras  Negras? — A.  No,  sir;  but 
the  revolutionary  leaders  have  promised  to  extend  it  there. 

Q.  Whom  do  you  mean  by  the  revolutionary  leaders  ? — A.  I  mean 
the  Diaz  party.  When  they  commenced  the  revolution  they  promised 
they  would  extend  the  Zona  Libra  into  that  district. 

Q.  Of  what  advantage  is  the  Zona  Libra  to  the  district? — A.  In  the 
first  place  all  the  principal  retail  business  and  wholesale  business  would 
be  done  on  the  Mexican  side  instead  of  on  the  American  side,  and,  be- 
sides, the  people  would  have  all  the  necessaries  of  life  so  much  cheaper. 

Q.  To  what  extent  is  smuggling  carried  on  through  the  Zona  Libra? — 
A.  It  is  hard  to  tell. 

Q.  Is  very  much  trade  done  outside  of  smuggling  ? — A,  There  is  some 
trade  done,  but  not  much. 

Q.  What  proportion  of  the  trade  is  done  in  connection  with  smug- 
gling?— A.  About  two-thirds  of  the  goods  are  smuggled  and  about 
one-third  honestly  imported. 

Q.  Do  the  Mexican  military  officers  smuggle  any  ? — A.  Not  while 
they  are  officers,  but  men  who  are  now  officers  have  been  engaged  in 
smuggling. 

Q.  Are  they  making  much  money  by  their  smuggling  ? — A.  I  believe 
they  are. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  known  during  your  residence  there  a  single  case 
of  the  punishment  of  a  Mexican  for  crime  committed  in  Texas — rob- 
bery, murder,  or  anything  of  that  kind? — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  recol- 
lect any  one  case  of  the  kind.  There  have  been  arrests  made  and  men 
have  been  kept  for  a  month  or  two,  but  then  they  escape. 

Q.  Do  the  ordinary  courts  in  Mexico  entertaivi  «kVi^'  ^\<i^fc^xiJC\«^'^  \<5st 
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crimes  committed  ia  Texas^  or  do  they  consider  them  to  come  ander  the 
extradition  treaty  f — A.  Such  crimes  are  never  punished  in  Mexico,  I 
believe.  The  local  authorities  there  know  very  little  in  reference  to 
their  duty. 

Q.  They  do  not  take  any  cognizance  of  these  crimes  ? — A«  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yoQ  recollect  a  case  where  two  men  were  kept  iu  prison  and 
threatened  to  be  shot  by  the  governor  of  Ghihuahoa  because  they  had 
served  as  guides  for  our  troops  iu  the  Indian  country  1 — A.  Tes,  sir» 
According  to  the  Mexican  law  they  were  to  be  punished  as  traitors  to 
their  country. 

Q.  Because  they  served  as  guides  for  our  troops  in  pursuing  Indians 
in  the  Indian  country! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  was  that! — A.  In  April  last. 

Q.  State  the  circumstances  f — A.  I  was  at  home,  and  one  of  those 
men  who  bad  served  as  a  guide  was  staying  at  my  house.  He  saw 
brought  in  another  of  those  guides  as  a  prisoner,  and  he  went  off  across 
the  river.  The  next  morning  a  man  reported  to  me  from  Bimolino  that 
a  trail  of  Indians  had  left  on  foot  to  cross  over  into  Texas,  and  it 
seemed  to  me  rather  a  peculiar  coincidence  that  this  man  should  .h&ve 
gone  over  at  the  same  time.  I  sent  word  to  Colonel  Shafts,  and  my 
dispatch  concluded,  <'  Yonr  guides  are  arrested  just  now,  and  such  and 
such  a  one  escaped  to  the  other  side  of  the  river."  The  Indians  were- 
seen,  but  the  troops  were  so  stationed  in  Texas  that  they  could  not  do 
anything,  and  the  Indians  recrossed  very  soon.  This  guide,  who  was 
taken  prisoner,  was  kept  in  Piedras  Negras,  ami  was  intended  to  be* 
sent  to  Saltillo  to  be  punished  there,  but  when  near  Saltillo  he  esoaped. 
Another  of  them  was  taken  to  Saltillo,  when  he  was  turned  loose.  The^ 
crime  they  were  accused  of  was  treason. 

Q.  Were  they  not  threatened  to  be  shot  7^ — A.  That  was  the  punish- 
ment. 

Q.  And  was  it  not  after  General  Ord's  remonstrance  and  interference 
that  they  were  turned  loose  ? — A.  Yes,  I  believe  so.  He  int43rfered  in 
their  favor. 

By  Mr.  Williams  : 

Q.  Under  whose  order  were  they  imprisoned? — A.  The  order  of  the^ 
jefe  politicOy  and  he  said  it  was  by  order  of  the  governor  of  Goahnila. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  there  is  any  ground  for  hope  that  there  will  be 
peace  and  quiet  in  Mexico  for  some  time? — A.  I  believe  not.  All  the 
indications  are  that  the  adherents  of  the  Diaz  party  will  commence 
quarreling  among  themselves.  Several  of  the  officers  of  the  garrison 
stationed  at  Piedras  Negras  told  me  that  in  a  short  time  there  would 
be  something  up  among  themselves,  and  according  to  newspaper  re- 
ports Alvarez  has  been  raising  an  army  in  the  State  of  Guerrero. 

Q.  Have  you  been  familiar  with  the  Mexican  mode  of  making  mer- 
chants pay  money  under  the  prestamos? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  known  of  American  citizens  residing'there  who  have 
been  made  to  pay  them  ? — A.  On  the  line,  since  there  have  been  so 
many  American  troops  stationed  on  this  side,  the  Mexicans  do  not  en- 
force prestamos  on  American  citizens,  but  they  have  done  it  in  Santa^ 
Bosa. 

Q.  In  what  manner  do  they  collect  these  prestamos? — A.  When  a 
military  chief  corned  into  a  town  he  informs  the  alcalde  that  he  must 
have  so  much  money.  The  alcalde  makes  a  partition  of  the  amount 
among  the  principal  merchants  according  to  their  abilities  to  pay,  what 
penalty  is  exacted  in  case  payment  is  not  made.    Sometimes  they  im- 
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prison  a  man  and  some  times  close  his  store.    They  have  gone  so  far  as 
to  take  his  goods  and  sell  them. 

Q.  That  is  the  ordinary  mode  of  raising  money  during  the  times  of 
revolution  ? — A.  Yes,  that  and  making  bargains  for  the  importation  of 
goods. 

Q.  What  effect  has  this  Zona  Libra  had  on  the  trade  of  American  mer- 
chants on  the  Texas  side  the  river  ? — A.  It  has  been  injurious  to  their 
trade. 

Q.  And  what  have  they  done  in  consequence  ? — A.  Same  of  them 
have  moved  over  to  the  Mexican  side. 

By  Mr.  Forney  : 

Q.  Do  the  people  where  you  live  recognize  the  Diaz  government  as 
the  true  government  of  Mexico  at  this  time  ? — A.  Yes;  they  are  under 
its  rule  now. 

Q.  What  is  the  real  feeling  of  the  masses  of  the  people  there  toward 
the  Diaz  government;  is  it  friendly  or  otherwise  ? — A.  They  do  not  ex- 
press themselves. 

Q.  What  do  you  think  it  is,  from  your  observation  and  knowledge  ? — 
A.  It  must  be  friendly  to  the  Lerdo  government,  because  when  a  revo- 
lution was  started  against  Lerdo  the  people  of  Piedras  Negras  would  not. 
gO'into  it,  and  the  man  who  started  it  there  with  four  or  five  others  had 
to  go  into  another  district  and  join  another  revolutionary  party,  because 
he  could  hot  get  men  to  join  him  at  Piedras  Negras. 

By  Mr.  Scblei€SBR  : 

Q.  What  class  of  the  population  is  in  favor  of  the  former  government 
and'what  class  in  favor  of  the  present  government! — A.  All  the  good 
working  people  are  in  favor  of  the  former  government — the  Lerdo  gov- 
ernment. 

Q.  What  reasons  do  they  give  for  it  f — A.  In  the  first  place,  they  did 
net  want  the  revolution  against  the  Lerdo  government,  and  they  blame 
ChBueral  Diaz  for  having  made  a  disturbance  and  revolution  in  the  coun- 
try.   In  the  second  place,  Diaz's  officers  are  not  the  very  best  men. 

Q.  Is  there  any  attention  paid  in  Mexico  to  the  manner  of  succession  T 
They  have  had  for  some  time  governments  by  election  and  law,  but  the 
present  is  one  established  by  military  force,  is  it  not,  or  is  it  based  on 
Section  ? — A.  It  is  based  on  election,  but  those  who  are  in  favor  of  the 
Lerdo  or  Juarez  governments  were  disfranchised  before  the  election. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  Diaz  came  into  power  by  election  or  was 
the  election  snbsequent  to  his  coming  into  power  ?— A.  The  election  was 
after  successful  revolution. 

By  Mr.  Forney  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  when  that  election  wasf — A.  I  do  not  recollect;  I 
believe  that  it  was  in  June,  1877. 

By  Mr.  Schleicher  : 

Q.  And  you  say  that  all  those  who  had  been  in  favor  of  the  former 
governments  were  disfranchised.  Do  you  mean  those  who  had  held 
office  under  the  former  governments  ! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Forney  : 

Q.  And  since  the  election,  in  June  last,  has  there  been  any  armed 
opposition  to  the  DiHZ  government? — A.  Yes;  there  have  been  small 
bands  in  existence. 

Q.  Was  there  any  at  this  time? — A.  I  am  informed  that  General  Al- 
varez is  in  arms  in  Guerrero  against  the  general  ^ox^ttvvci^wV* 
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Q.  Has  he  any  considerable  force  ? — A.  It  was  reported  that  he  had 
6,000  men. 

By  Mr.  Williams  : 

Q.  What  number  of  leaders  could  you  name  in  your  section  that  are 
secretly  opposed  to  the  Diaz  government? — A.  There  are  two  or  three 
in  almost  every  town.  In  the  district  that  I  live  are  some  twelve  towns, 
and  in  each  of  them  there  is  a  principal  leader  and  some  subleaders. 

By  Mr.  Forney  : 

Q.  How  many  months  in  the  year  is  the  Bio  Grande  fordable  for  cat- 
tle f — A.  That  depends  upon  the  weather.  It  has  been  fordable  now  for 
years.  But  the  Indians  cross  anyhow,  whether  the  river  is  high  or  low. 
They  swim  across. 

The  witness  subsequently  presented  the  following  additional  state- 
ment, which  was  made  part  of  his  testimony : 

RAIDS. 

Balds  from  Mexico  into  Texas  are  made  by  Indians  at  peace  in  Mexico 
and  by  Mexicans,  and  sometimes  some  of  the  latter  join  the  Indians  in 
their  incursions  into  Texas;  having  been  employed  as  vaqueros  by 
American  stock-raisers,  they  know  perfectly  well  all  localities  and  where 
to  find  horses,  &c.  In  the  early  part  of  last  spring  Mexicans  were  seen 
in  company  with  Lipan  Indians  about  fifteen  miles  from  the  Rio  Grande, 
on  the  Mexican  side,  coming  with  a  lot  of  horses  from  Texas. 

INDIANS. 

The  Indians  who  engage  m  raiding  into  Texas  belong  to  the  tribe 
of  the  Lipans,  joined  sometimes  by  Mescaleros,  GileHos,  all  three  belong- 
ing to  the  great  tribe  of  Apaches.  Often  Comanches  are  in  camp  with 
them,  but  only  a  few  in  number,  and  also  the  Kickapoos. 

The  Lipans  proper,  I  am  informed,  do  not  exceed  in  number  twenty 
warriors,  and  are  encamped  almost  the  whole  year  not  very  far  distant 
from  the  town  of  Zaragoza.  Whenever  they  come  from  a  raid  tx>  Texas 
they  camp  nearer  to  that  town.  Sometimes  they  go  to  the  vicinity  of 
San  Carlos,  in  the  State  of  Chihuahua,  but  they  never  fail  to  return  to 
their  camps  near  Zaragoza  when  the  time  of  the  sugar-making  arrives. 
Almost  every  day  some  of  these  Indians  can  be  seen  at  Zaragoza  offering 
for  sale  horses  and  mules  stolen  in  Texas.  There  is  also  a  number  of 
Mexicans  who  go  to  the  Indian  camps  to  buy  animals  and  give  cotton 
goods,  liquor,  tobacco,  arms,  and  ammunition  in  payment.  This  traffic 
is  carried  on  publicly,  and  whenever  the  Indians  are  arming  for  an  expe- 
dition to  Texas  it  is  known  by  many  inhabitants  of  Zaragoza.  Very  few 
men  in  Zaragoza  do  not  own  horses  or  mules  stolen  from  Texas  and 
obtained  from  the  Indians.  Sometimes  inhabitants  of  Zaragoza  have 
orders  to  fill  from  men  living  in  the  interior  for  American  horses  or 
mules,  which  can  be  obtained  from  the  Indians. 

Lately  the  raids  into  Texas  and  the  Indians  engaged  in  them  have 
increased.  To  account  for  this  increase,  it  is  very  probable  that  persons 
interested  in  the  traffic  with  the  Indians  have  interpreted  the  order  of 
General  Diaz  to  General  Treviuo,  to  repulse  force  by  force,  as  meaning 
protection  to  them  ;  feeling  that  they  could  carry  on  their  depredations  in 
Texas,  and  once  on  the  Mexican  side  of  the  Rio  Grande  they  would  be 
safe  from  pursuit  of  United  States  troops.    Passports  have  been  given 
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to  the  iDdians  to  go  on  hunting  expeditions.  These  passports  are  good 
to  the  very  bank  of  the  Kio  Grande,  and  in  various  instances  they  were 
presented  by  Indians  coming  from  a  raid  with  droves  of  horses  from 
Texas,  yet  near  the  bank  of  the  Eio  Grande,  to  persons  who  have  made 
this  statement  to  me.  Not  very  long  ago  a  party  of  Indians  in  recrossing 
the  Rio  Grande  coming  from  Texas  appeared  in  the  fields  of  the  people  of 
La  Ressurreccion,  on  the  Mexican  side.  They  laid  down  the  fences  to 
go  out  of  the  fields,  and  by  this  means  the  cattle  got  into  them  and  de- 
stroyed some  of  the  crops.  Complaints  were  made  before  the  gefe  polit- 
ico of  the  district,  who  sent  an  officer  to  the  Indian  camp  to  inquire  into 
the  affair,  when  the  Indians  stated  that  they  were  closely  pursued  by 
the  Americans  and  had  to  take  the  shortest  way.  This  was  satisfactory 
to  the  gefe  politico,  who  never  inquired  about  the  raid  and  the  horses 
these  Indians  brought  from  Texas. 

KICKAPOO  INDIANS 

live  at  a  place  called  El  Nacimiento,  near  the  town  of  Santa  Kosa, 
about  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  distant  from  Piedras  Negras. 
They  came  to  Mexico  in  1864,  having  been  sent  for  by  Don  Santiago 
Vidanlrry,  then  governor  of  the  States  of  Nuevo  Leon  and  Coahuila. 
In  their  transit  through  Texas  they  were  attacked  by  Texas  rangers 
whom  they  had  met  with  a  white  flag,  manifesting  their  peaceable  in- 
tentions. This  created  a  very  hostile  feeling  in  them  against  Texas, 
which  was  kept  up  by  the  people  of  Santa  Rosa  by  keeping  the  In- 
dians in  the  belief,  for  several  years  after  the  close  of  the  war  between 
the  States,  that  the  war  was  still  carried  on  and  that  Texas  was  a  State 
of  the  Confederacy.  They  frequently  raided  into  Texas  and  disposed 
of  the  plunder  at  Santa  Rosa  and  vicinity.  Their  relations  with  the  peo- 
ple were  more  or  less  the  same  as  those  of  the  Lipans  with  the  people 
of  Zaragoza. 

The  Kickapoos  had  lived,  before  they  came  to  Mexico,  on  a  reserva- 
tion in  Kansas,  and  efforts  were  made  by  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  at  great  cost,  at  different  times,  to  induce  them  to  go  back  to 
their  reservation  ;  but  the  first  eftbrt  failed,  because  the  government  of 
the  State  of  Coahuila,  being  notified  of  what  was  intended,  had  sent  an 
agent  with  money  for  the  Indians  to  Santa  Rosa  to  intrigue  against  the 
United  States  commissioners,  and  the  result  was  that  the  Indian  de- 
clared they  would  not  leave  Mexico  for  the  United  States. 

The  Mexican  commissioner  made  no  secret  of  his  mission  to  counter- 
act the  labors  of  the  United  States  commissioners.  He  told  them,  *^Let 
us  see  who  wins,  you  or  I."  Hon.  H.  M.  Atkinson,  who  was  sent  some 
time  afterwards,  succeeded*in  bringing  back  to  the  reservation  about 
200  Kickapoos.  A  part  of  those  not  willing  to  go  staid  at  the  Nacimi- 
ento, and  another  moved  to  the  State  of  Durango.  From  that  time,  in 
my  opinion,  they  did  not  make  any  raids  into  Texas  until  lately,  when 
going  with  passports  from  the  authorities  at  Santa  Rosa  to  their  hunt- 
ing-grounds near  the  Rio  Grande,  they  often  steal  over  from  their  camps 
whenever  convenient  and  depredate  in  Texas.  The  hunting-ground  of 
the  Kickapoos  commences  about  55  miles  below  Piedras  Negras,  and 
extends  to  a  short  distance  above  Laredo.  The  Lipans  generally  cross 
the  Rio  Grande  above  Piedras  Negras,  and  recross  often  below  that 
place.  When  going  to  Texas  they  sometimes  pass  by  the  Mexican  towns. 
Knowing  that  they  are  not  to  be  interfered  with  by  the  Mexican  people, 
they  do  not  try  to  hide. 

The  Mexicans  who  have  made  and  yet  make  Bt^^Avxx^^^^^^xNXwNSkNxjXF^ 
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Texas  are  well  known  to  the  authorities  and  to  theirown  people.  In  some 
cases  they  were  pursned  and  overtaken  by  the  owners  of  the  cattle  they  had 
stolen,  and  then  the  authorities  could  not  help  taking  actioQ  and  retoni- 
ing  the  cattle  to  the  owners.  But  seldom  the  thievea  were  captured ;  and 
in  case  they  were,  then  they  were  imprisoned  for  a  month  or  so  awaiting 
trial,  and  then  broke  jail.  One  notorious  cattle^thief  escaped  from  the 
jail  at  Presidio  de  Rio  Grande,  and  to  be  free  and  unmolested  had  only 
to  come  to  Piedras  Negras,  distant  42  miles.  In  January,  1873,  some 
depredators,  with  140  head  of  cattle,  were  captured  by  the  costom-bouse 
guards  of  Piedras  Negras,  who  seized  the  cattle  as  contraband^  bot  let 
the  thieves  go.  The  cattle  were  released  by  the  collector  of  the  custom- 
house, and  returned  to  the  owners  on  payment  of  $225.  At  that  time 
it  was  said  that  the  commandant  of  the  custom-house  guards  allowed 
stolen  cattle  to  pass,  collecting  some  compensation  for  this  service  from 
the  thieves,  while  in  cases  where  the  drivers  had  bought  the  cattle  and 
paid  impost  duties  on  them,  he  molested  them  in  all  possible  ways.  The 
practice  at  that  time  of  the  custom  house  at  Piedras  Negras,  of  issuing 
permits  to  cross  cattle  at  any  place  on  the  river  outside  of  that  port, 
fostered  greatly  the  cattle-stealing  from  Texas.  In  several  instances 
cattle  were  captured  by  the  owners  in  pursuit  of  them,^  and  good  custoiji- 
house  documc^pts  for  their  transit  to  the  interior  were  found  in  possessioB 
of  the  tbieves  or  of  those  who  had  bought  the  cattle  froa^them.  To  ob- 
taia  the  documents  required  for  the  transportation  of  cattle,  creased  in 
the  above  manner,  it  was  necessary  to  be  a  prominent  man,  and  some- 
times when  the  thieves  themselves  could  not  obtain  these  docameots, 
they  were  obliged  to  sell  their  cattJe  to  those  promineut  men,  who 
very  often  cheated  them<  out  of  the  proceeds. 

In  JunCv  1871,  a  drove  of  stolen  cattle  was  kept  near  the  town  of  Pie- 
dras Negras  and  partly  butebered  there  for  the  consomera  of  the  towD, 
when  it  was  claimed  by  an  agent,  {H*ovided  with  a  power  of  attorney 
from  the  owners,  which  was  declart^l  by  the  Mexican  autbontieato  be 
in  legal  form  according  to  the  laws  of  Mexico.  He  obtained  at  gieat 
cost  the  cattle  yet  alive,  but  could,  recover  no  indemnity  for  those 
butchered.  The  case  was  decided  by  a  higher  authority  at  the.  capital  of 
the  State,  to  the  effect  that  in  order  to  punish  the  thieves  it  was  required 
that  the  owners  appear  and  state  how  many  head  of  cattle  were  stolen, 
the  time  when  stolen,  the  color,  size,  and  class  of  each  animal.  In  Mex- 
ico a  man  claims  his  horse,  mule,  or  ox  by  only  his  brandy  as  long  as  the 
animal  has  not  the  counterbrand  of  the  owner  he  has  a  right  to  daim  it, 
even  if  he  has  sold  it.  It  often  happens  that  a  man  baying  a  horse 
from  another,  neglects  to  have  it  counterbranded^  and  after  the  horse 
changes  owners  several  times^  it  is  claimed  by  the  original  owner  as  bi& 
property,  because  not  being  counterbrauded  it  is  considered  the  rights 
ful  property  of  the  man  whose  brand  it  bears.  The  ruling  of  the  an- 
thorities  to  require  tbe  appearance  of  the  owners  of  cattle,  and  proof 
of  ownecship  by  tbemostimpossibledescription  of  the  cattle,  was  always 
followed  when  tbe  arrest  of  the  thieves  could  not.be  avoided. 

The  people  at  Presidio  de  Rio  Grande,  42  miles  below  Piedras  Negras, 
generally  have  tbeir  stock  ranches  on  the  Texas  side,  and  it  was  tbeir 
interest  to  keep  on  good  terms  with  the  Texas  stock-raisers  in  order 
that  they  should  not  retaliate  on  their  cattle.  Thus  several  times  the 
authorities  of  that  place  voluntarily  captured  stolen  cattle  crossed  near 
by  and  returned  them  to  tbe  owners.  In  one  such  case,  where  the  alcalde 
had  taken  a  drove  of  Texas  stolen  cattle,  he  was  ordered  by  a  higher 
tribunal  not  to  return  the  cattle  to  tbe  owners  who  had  proven  their 
property,  but  to  keep  them  until  it  was  decided  that  the  man  who  bad 
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tbem  in  his  possessioD  when  captared  had  stolen  them.  The  decision  was 
delayed ;  meanwhile  the  whole  of  the  cattle  were  consumed  in  costs  tor 
herding  them.  After  a  long  delay  and  several  changes  of  the  State  gov- 
ernmente,  the  decision  came  that  the  alcalde  had  to  pay  for  the  cattle  he 
had  captared  as  stolen  from  Texas.  About  January,  1876,  a  number  of 
horses  weres  tolen  from  Texas  and  found  in  possession  of  different  men-at 
Presidio  de  Bio  Grande.  The  owner  obtained  an  onh^r  from  General  Fal- 
coD  to  the  alcalde  of  Presidio  de  Kio  Grande  to  have  the  horses  delivered 
to  the  owner.  The  alcalde  summoned  the  men  who  had  the  horses  in 
their  possessioa  and  asked  them  to  return  them  at  once  to  the  owner, 
which  they  refused  to  do,  with  good  result;  the  alcalde  saying  that  as 
these  men  were  all  of  their  party  and  had  done  good  services  to  the 
revolution,  and  were  sustaining  the  new  government,  he  would  not  force 
them  to  give  the  horses  up» 

The  men  engaged  in  the  raiding  all  belong  to  tlie  Mexican  side^  where 
they  also  have  committed  crio^s  and  are.well  known,  but^as  they  never 
ha ^e  been  punished,  the  people  diure  not  testity  against  them^  because  they 
are  afraid  of  their  revenge  when  they  are  let  loose  or  make  their  escape 
from  prison.  A  short  time  since,  some  cattle  were  stolen,  from  a  Mexican 
residing  in  Eagle  Pass,  Texas.  He  looked  over  the  register  kept  by  the 
proeurador,  or  hide  and  eatUe  inspector,  at  Piedras  Negras,  and  found 
one  of  his  cows  registered  as  killed ;  another  cow  he  found  tied  up  ready 
to  be  butchered.  The  man  who  had  the  cow  returned  it  to  him  and  paid 
him  for  the  one  killed,  upon  the  condition  that  he  would  not  ask  him  how 
h%  obtained  the  animals.  When  the  owner  of  the  cows  asked  the  pro- 
eurador, in  presence  of  the  alcalde,  why  he  had  given  permission  to 
the  butcher  to  kill  his  cow  without  presenting  a  bill  of  sale  from  the 
owner,  as  the  law  requires,  he  was  told  by  that  proeurador  to  mind  his 
own  business ;  if  not,  he  would  put  him  in  prison.  The  owner  of  the 
cows,  when  asked  why  he  let  the  case  rest,  said  that  if  he  would  do  any- 
thing he  would  expose  himself  ta  be  molested  at  every  stef^  in  Piedras 
Negras,  and  could  not  transact  any  longer  business  there. 

In  the  month  of  April  or  May,  1877,  raids  were  made  by  parties  of 
Indians,  Indians  and  Mexicans,  and  Mexicans.  One  of  the  parties  of  In- 
dians and  Mexicans,  and  another  Mexicans,  reerossed  with  large  droves 
of  horses  from  Texas,  at  two  difterent  places  (not  very  distant  the  one 
from  the  other)  below  Presidio  de  Bio  Grande,  before  the  United  States 
troops  sent  to  intercept  them  could  arrive.  Both  raiding  parties  were 
seen  arriving  at  the  Mexican  town  of  Peyotes,  where  the  J^idlans  offered 
the  stolen  horses  for  sale,  and  the  leader  of  the  Mexican  raiding  party 
made  a  present  of  an  American  horse  to  the  military  leader  of  that  town 
and  took  the  other  horses  to  the  interior,  probably  not  beyond  Monclova, 
which  is  half  way  between  the  Bio  Grande  and  Saltillo.  The  gefe 
politico  and  military  commandante  of  the  district  of  Bio  Grande  was 
notified  by  Colonel  Shafter,  verbally,  at  Eagle  Pass,  of  these  facts,  at  a 
casual  meeting.  The  gefe  politico  stated  to  Colonel  Shafter  that  he 
was  not  acquainted  with  the  leading  raider  of  the  Mexicans,  while,  as 
everybody  knew,  he  was.serviug  under  the  orders  of  the  gefe  politico 
as  a  military  officer. 

In  view  of  such  a  statement  by  highest  official  of  the  district,  no  action 
against  the  raiders  could  be  expected. 

At  the  time  of  the  crossing  of  these  raiding  parties  the  custom-house 
guards  entered  Presidio  de  Bio  Grande  with  about  20  Texas  horses  and 
mules,  stating  to  some  of  the  people  that  they  had  taken  them  from  the 
Indians;  to  others,  that  these  horses  and  mules  were  their  share  of  an 
importation  made.    In  the  month  of  July,  1877,  cattle  and  ^^yc^^^^^^^x^ 
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stolen  and  crossed  to  Mexico  about  forty  milev^  above  Piedras  Negras,  in 
the  neighborhood  of  the  Mexican  village  *' La  Resnrreccion  "  called  by 
the  Americans  "  Newtown,"  The  Mexican  general,  Naranjo,  being  noti- 
fied by  the  United  States  military,  sent  an  officer  with  20  men  to  pnrsae 
the  thieves  and  recapture  the  stolen  animals.  That  officer  failed  to  ac- 
coihplish  anything  because  he  employed  as  a  guide  to  trail  the  raiders 
the  leader  of  them,  who  took  him  (the  officer)  a  few  miles  oat  of  the  vil- 
lage and  then  returned.  The  principal  raider  in  this  case  is  the  same 
person  aiding  in  the  case  referred  to  before.  This  man  has  been  a  leader 
of  professional  raiders  for  years,  which  committed  crimes  also  in  his  own 
country,  but  was  never  punished  for  them  or  prosecuted  for  his  stealing 
in  Texas;  of  his  class  quite  a  number  exist  along  the  Bio  Grande. 
Sometimes  they  go  temporarily  into  thechaparral  of  Texas  when  it  gets  too 
hot  for  them  on  the  Mexican  side,  but  come  back  whenever  a  revolution 
is  started  and  are  received  with  open  arms  by  the  revolutionary  leaders, 
being  considered  by  them  as  .the  very  best  material.  If  a  revolution 
succeeds  in  overthowing  the  government,  as  the  last  one  did,  then  they 
become  prominent  men  and  nobody  dares  to^touch  them. 

The  crossing  of  the  Rio  Grande  by  the  Unitc^l  States  troops  in  pursuit 
of  Indians  and  their  attacking' them  in  their  vallages  has  not  created 
bad  feeling  in  general  among  the  Mexican  people.  When  General 
Mackenzie,  a  short  time  after  he  had  crossed  the  Bio  Grande  after  cattle- 
thieves,  visited  Saragossa,  he  was  very  well  received;  all  the  prominent 
men  of  the  town  visited  him  to  pay  their  respects  to  hiro.  He  told  them 
that  he  had  been  over  for  a  few  days  ago  after  some  of  their  bad  men ;  that 
the  protection  of  the  Texas  frontier  was  confided  to  him ;  that  if  the  Mex- 
ican authorities  would  not  put  a  stop  to  these  raids,  he  would  have  to  do  it 
alone,  and  then  he  would  come  over  any  time  in  pursuit  of  raiders.  They 
jtartly  confessed  their  inability  to  suppress  the  raids,  and  thought  it  bnt 
just  to  submit  to  General  Mackenzie's  action.  On  another  occasion,  one 
of  the  principal  men  of  Saragossa  was  told  that  it  might  become  neces- 
sary to  establish  a  temporary  camp  of  United  States  troops  in  the  mounts 
ains  near  there,  and  was  asked  if  corn  and  beef  could  be  bonght  from 
the  people  of  Saragossa  for  the  supply  of  the  United  States  troops.  He 
said  yes,  and  offered  at  once  to  take  a  contract  for  furnishing  both  ar- 
ticles. When  he  was  asked  if  this  was  not  rather  dangerous  for  him,  he 
said,  ^*  Not  at  all ;  people  are  glad  to  sell  their  produce  to  me  for  that 
purpose,  knowing  that  being  for  the  United  Suites  they  will  obtain  a 
good  price,  and  that  after  all,  the  Indians  were  a  common  enemy,  and 
were  so  considered  by  the  people  of  his  town,  and  then,  he  said,  the 
United  States  soldiers  always  behaved  very  orderly,  molested  nobody, 
and  never  came  near  the  towns,  but  kept  in  the  desert  country." 

The  people  of  Saragossa  very  often  said  that  as  long  as  they  had  not 
the  forces  to  make  a  formal  campaign  against  these  Indians  it  was  con- 
venient to  keep  peace  with  them ;  if  they  should  show  a  hostile  attitude 
the  Indians  would  leave  the  country,  but  before  leaving  they  wonld 
kill  everybody  they  would  find  outside  of  the  settlements  and  c;irry  off 
their  horses  and  cattle,  as  they  had  done  on  some  occasions  in  former 
years. 

It  is  in  the  power  of  the  Mexican  authorities  to  stop  the  raids  of 
Mexicans  as  well  as  those  of  Indians.  Some  time  last  year  a  lot  of 
horses  was  stolen  from  a  Mexican  living  on  the  Texas  side,  below  Fort 
Duncan.  The  United  States  military  called  the  attention  of  the  Mexi- 
can commander  to  the  matter,  stating  that  the  stealing  was  done  by 
Kickapoo  Indians.  A  small  detachment  was  sent  to  Santa  Bosa,  and  the 
stolen  horses  demanded  and  given  up  by  the  Indians.   This  shows  that 
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the  aatliorities  have  full  control  over  the  Indiaos,  bat  do  not  exercise  it 
properly.  These  Kickapoo  ladians  living  near  Santa  Rosa  are  under 
the  supervision  of  the  local  authorities  of  that  place,  and  receive  some- 
times provisions  from  them. 

To  remove  the  necessity  of  the  crossing  into  Mexico  of  the  United 
States  troops  in  pursuit  of  raiders,  a  demand  for  the  extradition  of  15  of 
the  principal  depredating  Lipan  Indians  was  made  on  the  Mexican  gen- 
eral, by  the  United  States  extradition-agent  some  time  in  August,  1877. 
The  general  promised  to  comply  with  the  demand,  stating  that  in  order 
to  arrest  these  Indians  it  was  necessary  first  to  make  them  confident  so 
that  they  would  come  near  Saragoasa.  From  the  time  the  demand  was 
made  until  Lieutenant  Bullis  attacked  them  near  Saragossa,  some  time 
in  October,  1877,  most  of  the  Indians  wanted  by  the  Texas  authorities 
under  theextradition  treaty  were  living  not  over  six  miles  from  Saragossa 
and  frequently  came  into  that  town ;  some  of  them  may  have  been  absent 
from  time  to  time  on  raids  to  Texas,  but  they  always  returned  to  that 
camp. 

TRADE  AND  COMMERCE. 

Piedras  Negras,  opposite  to  Eagle  Pass,  Texas,  is  the  only  port  in  the 
State  of  Coahuila.  The  district  of  Kio  Grande,  wherein  Piedras  Negras 
is  located,  and  the  adjacent  districts,  buy  most  of  their  goods  at  Eagle 
Pass  and  San  Antonio,  Texas.  Piedras  Negras  is  not  included  in  the 
2iona  Libre.  For  some  time  the  transportation  through  the  United 
States,  of  European  goods  in  l>ond  to  Piedras  Negras  was  suspended, 
and  the  result  was  that  now  all  goods  imported  into  Mexico  through 
the  port  of  Piedras  Negras  are  of  American  manufacture  or  foreign 
goods  on  which  duties  have  been  paid  to  the  United  States.  The  duties 
on  imports  according  to  tbe  Mexican  tariff  are  very  high,  but  a  small 
part  of  the  goods  imported  pay  these  duties;  generally  importations 
are  made  on  private  terms  with  the  collector  of  customs,  or,  in  time  of 
an  unsettled  state  of  political  affairs,  with  the  military  chiefs,  advancing 
them  money  on  importations  to  be  made.  According  to  the  need  of 
funds,  greater  or  smaller  allowance  is  made  by  these  chiefs  upon  the 
amount  of  duties.  Goods  imported  on  such  terms  are  detained  very 
often  by  the  interior  custom-guards  (contra  resguardo)  and  the  owner 
of  the  goods  subjected  to  great  losses  and  molestations,  and  it  requires 
a  special  order  from  the  chief  with  whom  the  bargain  was  made  or  from 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  release  them ;  but  the  owner  is  never 
indemnified  for  his  losses.  Whenever  a  revolution  is  started  it  is 
stated  to  the  people  by  those  who  intend  to  engage  in  it  that  they  have 
sufficient  funds  to  carry  it  on,  and  therefore  nobody  will  be  molested 
nor  anything  be  taken  from  the  citizens  without  being  paid  for  right 
away.  But  soon  the  funds  pretended  to  exist  give  out,  and  requisitions 
for  arras,  horses,  provisions,  grain,  and  money  are  made  on  the  alcal- 
des of  the  different  towns.  The  money  is  obtained  by  forced  loans 
(prestamos  forzosos),  and  for  greater  sums  checks  are  given  by  the  mili- 
tary chiefs  on  a  custom-house,  to  be  received  in  payment  of  duties. 

The  holders  of  such  checks,  who  are  not  importers,  generally  transfer 
them  to  such  at  a  discount,  sometimes  very  considerable,  and  thus  im- 
porters become  parties  interested  in  tbe  success  of  the  revolution  in  order 
to  get  their  money  refunded,  which  they  would  lose  in  case  the  revo- 
lutionists should  be  driven  off  the  port.  Sometimes  a  check  on  the  cus- 
tom-house is  not  accepted  by  the  collector,  and  then  it  needs  a  new 
indorsement  by  a  higher  chief.  In  time  of  peace,  checks  on  custom- 
hoElBes,  to  be  received  in  payment  of  duties^  at^  \«ii^v\ft^Qv\^\y^  >0w^'5^^^- 
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retary  of  the  treasary,  and  are  procured  throagh  agents  at  the  capital  for 
a  sum  considerably  less  than  the  checks  call  for.  From  this  kind  of 
transactions,  merchants  on  the  frontier,  doing  business  on  a  smaller  scale, 
are  excladed.  Smnggling  both  ways  is  considered,  on  the  fron^er,  as  a 
necessary  quality  of  a  good  business  man ;  those  who  do  not  possess 
that  quality  cannot  supceed  in  business.  The  constitution  of  Mexico  pro- 
hibits the  States  from  levying  export  duties,  but  notwithstanding  this 
the  local  authorities,  by  sanction  of  the  State  legislature,  collect  an  ex> 
X)ort  duty  on  almost  all  articles.  These  duties  are  not  called  exportduties, 
but  are  denominated  introduction  or  extradition  duties.  These  duties 
very  often  are  not  collected  according  to  a  fixed  tariff,  but  are  arbitnyry. 
It  has  happened  that  Americans  who  intended  to  goto  the  interior  of  M^- 
ico  to  buy  cattle  or  produce,  called  first  on  the  local  authorities  to  ascer- 
tain the  exact  duties  in  order  to  make  their  calculations,  but  when  they 
returned  with  their  purchase  ready  for  exportation,  a  higher  duty  was 
exacted  from  them  than  that  stated  by  the  authorities  li^fore  they  had 
made  the  purchase.  The  exporters  being  principally  American  citizens, 
these  unjust  duties  affect  Mexicans  but  little,  and  for  that  reason,  proba- 
bly, the  higher  authorities  do  not  interfere  with  these  extortions  of  the 
local  authorities. 

Very  eeldom  the  custom-house  at  Piedras  Negras  has  sufficient  funds 
on  band  to  pay  its  employ^ ;  their  pay  depending  on  tbe  amount  enter- 
ing the  custom  house  for  duties. 

ZONA  LIBBE. 

This  institution,  so  offensive  to  American  manufacturing  interests  and 
legitimate  commerce,  and  so  injurious  to  the  revenue  of  the  Qnited  States, 
extendsfrom  the  mouth  of  the  EioQrande,  along  that  river,  up  to  the  port 
of  Laredo.  It  is  offensive  to  American  manufacturing  interests,  because 
most  of  the  goods  imported  into  the  Zona  libre  ports  are  European  goods 
transported  in  bond  through  the  United  States ;  these  goods  are  stored 
in  the  houses  of  the  owners  and  not  in  a  government  warehouse ;  they 
can  be  opened  and  sold,  and  duties  are  paid  only  on  those  whicb  are  de 
dared  for  shipment  to  the  interior;  on  such  as  are  consumed  in  the  limits 
of  the  Zona  libre  or  recrossed  to  the  United  States  no  duty  is  collected. 
It  is  very  easy  to  smuggle  any  quantity  of  such  goods  to  the  United 
States  side  of  the  Bio  Grande,  and  they  can  be  sold  there  cheaper  than 
American  goods  can  be  sold ;  thus,  the  government  can  be  defrauded  ot 
the  revenues,  and  merchants  dealing  in  American  goods  are  obliged  to 
abandon  the  American  side  and  est<iblish  their  business  on  the  Mexican 
side,  or  stay  on  the  American  side  and  engage  in  the  traffic  in  European 
goods  smuggled  into  the  United  States  from  Mexica 

In  my  opinion,  no  business  can  be  carried  on  with  success  in  a  legiti- 
mate and  honest  way  anywhere  on  the  Rio  Grande  border.  Smnggliog  is 
facilitated  by  the  very  long  uninhabited  line  of  that  river,  and  the  num- 
ber of  the  United  States  inspectors  is  not  large  enough  to  put  a  stop  to  it. 

No.  80,  dated  July  15, 1872. 

No.  97,  dated  January  20, 1873. 

Ko.  09,  dated  February  20, 1873. 

No.  105,  dated  May  17, 1873. 

No.  106,  dated  June  3, 1873. 

No.  116,  dated  November  17,  1873 

No.  122,  dated  February  13,  1874. 

No.  124,  dated  February  27,  1874. 

No.  134,  dated  August  17,  1874. 
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TESTIMONY    OF   GENERAL   WILLIAM    STEELE,    ADJUTANT-GENERAL    OF 

TEXAS. 

Washington,  D.  0., 

January  17, 1878. 

General  William  Steele,  adjutant-general  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
appeared  before  the  committee,  and  was  examined  as  follows : 

By  Mr.  Sohleioheb  : 

Question.  Rtate  yonr  soarces  of  information  in  regard  to  affairs  on 
the  Bio  Grande. — Answer.  I  am  and  have  been  for  four  years  adjutant- 
general  of  the  State  of  Texas,  and  of  necessity  I  have  had  to  inform 
myself  about  the  affairs  in  all  parts  of  the  State.  In  addition  to  that  I 
went  with  the  advance  of  General  Taylor's  army,  in  1846,  to  the  Eio 
Grande,  and  spent  two  years  in  Mexico.  I  have  since  been  a  good  many 
times  on  the  Rio  Grande,  have  resided  there  for  months  at  a  time,  and 
have  been  in  all  portions  of  that  region.  I  believe  that  I  have  a  very 
good  general  idea  of  all  that  part  of  Mexico  bordering  on  the  State  of 
Texas.  Our  borders,  as  related  to  those  of  Mexico,  should  be  divided 
into  about  three  parts :  that  which  is  coterminous  with  the  State  of 
Tamanlipas,  that  which  is  coterminous  with  the  ^tate  of  Coahuila,  and 
that  which  is  coterminous  with  the  State  of  Chihuahua,  making  a  border 
between  the  three  States  of  about  a  thonsand  miles  as  you  go  by  land, 
and  bdtween  two  and  three  times  as  much  by  water.  In  the  State  of 
TamaufUpas  the  question  is  one  entirely  between  Mexicans  and  our  peo- 
ple. Tn  Coahuila  and  Ohthuahua  it  is  a  good  deal  mixed  up  with  In- 
dians. Coahuila  is  a  more  mountainous  State  than  Tamanlipas;  so  is 
Ohthuahua  also.  It  is  mostly  Indians  who  come  from  Coahuila  to 
depredate  on  the  State  of  Texa*^.  In  1875, 1  was  sent  by  the  governor 
of  Texas  to  the  Lower  Eio  Grande  for  the  very  purpose  of  examining 
into  that  subject,  and  of  seeing  what  truth  there  was  in  the  statements 
which  were  so  constantly  made  of  depredations.  I  spent  some  weeks 
there,  and  I  had  access  to  all  the  sources  of  information  possible.  I  found 
and  so  reported,  that  the  reports  coming  up  were  not  exaggerated  at  all.  I 
could  see  where  the  cattle  had  been  crossed  over  the  Kio  Grande,  and 
the  evidence  which  is  contained  in  my  report  and  is  corroborated  by  affi- 
davits showed  that  fact.  Every  day  or  two  during  my  stay  there 
were  robberies  committed,  and  during  that  time  a  portion  of  the  State 
troops  overtook  a  party  of  these  cattle-thieves,  killed  twelve  of  them, 
and  recovered  250  or  300  head  of  cattle.  It  was  currently  reported,  and 
I  believe  truly,  that  these  cattle  were  designed  to  be  shipped  on  a  Span- 
ish steamer  that  was  then  lying  at  the  mouth  of  the  Kio  Grande,  there 
being  a  contract  between  Cortina  and  the  Spanish  Government  in  Cuba 
for  the  delivery  of  cattle  in  Cuba.  I  sent  a  man,  in  disguise,  on  board 
this  Sipanish  steamer,  who  reported  to  me  that  he  had  seen  the  brands 
and  marks,  unobliterated,  of  the  Texas  cattle  that  had  been  shipped, 
nearly  all  of  which  brands  and  marks  he  knew.  The  killing  of  these  men 
and  the  recapturing  of  the  cattle  broke  up  that  contract ;  the  captain  of 
the  ship  stating  to  my  informant,  who  went  on  board  as  a  passenger, 
that  he  would  not  come  back  any  more,  as  be  had  been  detained  so  long 
and  had  lost  so  much  time  by  demurrage.  The  river  in  that  part  of  the 
country  is  extremely  tortuous.  It  has  been  suggested  by  some  that  the 
river  might  be  defended  by  light  steamers,  but  a  party  might  be  crossing 
within  four  miles  from  a  steamboat  in  a  direct  line,  and  the  steamboat 
would  have  to  go  25  miles  in  order  to  get  to  the  crossing,  so  that  that 
means  of  defense  would  not  do.  The  country  on  both  sides  of  the  river 
is  filled  with  semi-tropical  thickets,  full  of  cacta^  ^vid^'wi^^^^^^^^fiL^^ 
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impassable  except  by  cattle-paths  or  roads  cut  through  it.  Some  30 
miles  from  the  river  you  come  upon  the  prairies  where  the  cattle  are  raised 
in  immense  numbers,  or  have  been  heretofore.  This  thicket  is  occupied 
principally  by  men  of  Mexican  descent.  Some  few  of  them  claim  alle- 
giance to  the  United  States,  but  the  majority  do  not  In  fact  they  are  on 
our  side  of  the  river  or  on  the  other  just  as  it  is  convenient  to  them,  and 
they  area  set  of  probably  as  unmitigated  rascals  as  the  world  can  present 
anywhere.  Many  of  them  are  spies.  They  inform  their  friends  on  the 
other  side  when  there  is  a  convenient  opportuqity  to  get  a  herd  across 
the  river.  Those  who  come  across  can  scatter  among  the  Mexicans  on 
this  side  without  being  distinguished.  If  you  or  I  went  there,  we  would 
not  know  one  from  the  other,  and  even  when  you  get  out  on  the  prairie 
where  the  cattle  are,  there  are  so  many  Mexicans  employed  as  herdsmen 
that  it  is  very  difficult  to  distinguish  those  who  come  across  for  thiev- 
ing purposes  from  the  others ;  so  that  bodies  of  troops  have  ofteo 
passed  along  and  met  these  Mexican  thieves,  who  passed  as  herdsmen  of 
different  stock-raisers,  and  were  allowed  to  go  unmolested.  Whenever 
they  find  the  opportunity  favorable,  they  gather  up  the  cattle,  and  in 
one  night's  rapid  driving  get  them  to  the  river  and  cross  either  dur- 
ing the  night  or  early  in  the  morning  unmolested.  It  is  therefore  a 
matter  of  extreme  difficulty  to  break  up  that  system  of  thieving  by  any 
system  of  patrolling.  The  country  on  the  other  side  of  the  river  is  also 
thickety.  The  thickets  extend  back  irregularly.  While  I  was  investi- 
gating the  subject,  I  learned  that  some  years  ago  there  had  been  a  reg- 
ular trade  in  cattle  from  this  side  of  the  river,  but  that  now  there  was 
no  legitimate  trade,  the  whole  of  the  State  of  Tamaulipas  being  sup- 
plied with  cattle  stolen  from  this  side.  It  is  a  matter  of  common  noto- 
riety there  that  the  stolen  cattle  are  taken  into  the  large  Mexican  towns, 
Matamoros,  a  city  of  20,000  inhabitants,  Camargo,  a  town  of  two  or 
three  thousand  inhabitants,  and  various  other  small  towns  and  villages. 
The  State  of  Tamaulipas  is  the  most  thickly  populated  of  any  of  the 
Mexican  States  on  our  border,  and  the  question  there  is,  as  I  stated  be- 
fore, between  Mexicans  and  Americans. 

By  Mr.  Williams  : 

Q.  How  many  horses  and  cattle  have  been,  according  to  your  estimate, 
st>olen  by  Mexican  raiders  from  that  portion  of  Texas  opposite  the  State 
of  Tamaulipas,  and  how  many  American  citizens  have  been  killed  there 
since  you  made  that  investigation  in  1875  ? — A.  I.  have  not  got  any  esti- 
mate relating  exclusively  to  Tamaulipas.  I  have  summarized  the  results 
in  connection  with  all  three  of  the  districts  in  the  different  raids,  both 
of  Indians  and  Mexicans  that  have  been  reported.  The  reports  have 
come  to  me  entirely  from  official  sources,  and  I  am  confident  that  there 
have  been  many  cattle  stolen  which  do  not  appear  in  these  reports,  as 
the  facts  did  not  come  within  the  knowledge  of  the  small  bodies  of  troops 
which  I  had  then  on  the  frontier.  Most  of  the  statements  that  I  have 
seen  in  the  newspapers,  and  which  I  believe  to  be  true,  I  have  not  includ- 
ed in  this  recapitulation.  There  were  three  abandoned  camps  found, 
57  Indian  parties  seen  in  Texas,  15  trails  followed,  14  attempts  to  find 
the  trails,  874  horses  and  mules  stolen  by  Indians  and  Mexicans,  7L 
horses  and  mules  recovered  from  Indians  and  Mexicans,  one  Indian 
killed,  two  Indians  wounded,  40  citizens  killed,  6  citizens  wounded,  12 
citizens  attacked,  9  reports  of  horses  stolen,  the  number  not  being  men- 
tioned, and  8  wagons  and  harness  burned.  The  United  States, troops 
have  been  on  that  border,  and  the  State  troops  under  my  command  have 
generally  been  operating  from  a  higher  point  across  to  the  Red  River, 
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80  that  I  have  not  got  a  full  report  of  the  cattle-raids  there  since  that 
time. 

By  Mr.  Schleicher  : 

Q.  You  made  an  official  report  at  that  time? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Will  yon  make  it  part  of  yonr  evidence! — A.  Yes:  here  is  a  copy 
of  the  report  which  I  made  to  the  governor,  and  attached  to  it  is  the  re- 
port of  a  gentleman  who  was  a  State  senator,  and  who  is  perfectly 
familiar  with  the  people  slnd  speaks  the  langnsige  like  a  native.  In  fact, 
it  is  his  mother  tongtie. 

The  report  is  appended  to  the  examination  of  this  witness. 

(Witness  continuing.)  The  State  of  Tamanlipas  is  mostly  flat  until 
you  get  back  to  the  first  range  of  mountains.  That  strikes  the  Gulf  near 
the  State  of  Vera  Cruz,  leaving  a  large  flat  country  in  Tamaulipas  with 
a  good  many  towns.  It  has  no  mountains  that  harbor  Indians  near 
enough  to  hare  any  effect  upon  our  frontier.  When  you  get  farther 
above,  in  the  State  of  Gohahuila,  you  strike  this  range  of  mountains 
throngh  which  the  Bio  Grande  breaks.  The  Mexican  population  there 
is  not  so  dense  as  it  is  in  Tamanlipas.  The  Indians  who  harbor  in  these 
mountains  make  tbeir  raids  into  the  State  of  Texas.  They  do  it  almost 
every  new  moon,  and  they  come  back  with  horses  and  mules  and  what- 
ever pillage  they  can  carry  off  in  a  raid  of  a  week  or  two.  It  has  been 
very  clearly  demonstrated  that  they  go  into  th^se  Mexican  towns  with- 
out molestation  and  trade  off  their  supplies.  In  that  part  of  the  country 
the  people  have  manifested  no  very  great  indisposition  to  have  our 
troops  follow  over  after  the  Indians,  for  they  care  nothing  about  them 
individually,  only  as  they  can  trade  with  them.  Farther  up  in  the  State 
of  Chihuahua  there  has  been  very  little  trouble  heretotbre  until  this 
last  season. 

By  Mr.  Williams  : 

Q.  In  which  of  those  districts  are  the  troubles  the  most  serious? — A. 
The  most  serious  troubles  are  in  the  district  of  the  Lower  Rio  Grande. 
In  the  other  districts  the  troubles  are  not  so  great.  Let  me  read  you  a 
report  from  Frio  County,  which  is  signed  by  the  sheriff'  of  the  county, 
justice  of  the  peace,  district  judge,  and  44  citizens.  It  is  a  petition  to  the 
governor  of  the  state  for  protection.  It  says:  "Seven  of  our  citizens 
have  been  killed  by  a  band  of  Indians  in  the  most  cruel  and  atrocious 
mafiner  on  October  1st,  and  have  been  interred  within  the  last  24  hours. 
Since  writing  the  above  petition,  2  more  men  have  been  found  dead. 
Since  Mgning  the  above,  5  more  men  have  been  found  dead,  making  14." 
That  was  the  result  of  one  party  of  Indians  who  came  in  there  in  Oc- 
tober, 1876.  That  is  the  greatest  loss  of  life  that  has  been  suffered  by 
any  one  raid.  Some  of  these  raids  are  made  by  Indians  and  some  by 
Indians  and  Mexicans  mixed.  I  believe  that  a  great  many  Mexicans 
come  over,  spy  out  the  land,  and  act  as  guides  for  the  Indians  in  their 
raids. 

By  Mr.  Foeney: 

Q.  Are  they  generally  American  Mexicans! — A.  No,  sir;  they  are 
Mexican  Mexicans.  The  people  up  there  are  almost  a  nomadic  race. 
They  frequently  come  over  to  Texas  and  engage  as  herders,  where  they 
learn  everything  that  they  want  to  know,  and  soon  after  they  return  to 
Mexico  there  is  a  raid  made,  showing  a  knowledge  of  where  the  stock 
is — the  knowledge  having  been  undoubtedly  derived  in  that  way.  Up 
in  the  Chihuahua  district,  until  these  last  troubles  of  which  the  news- 
papers have  been  full  at  San  Elizario,  there  has  been  comparatively 
little  trouble  on  either  side  of  the  river  except  such  w9»  ^kX^Jk's^^i.  Xx^\ss.\>c^' 
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dians  from  our  own  reserves  stealing  and  plundering  on  both  sides  of< 
the  river.  The  river  up  there  is  a  mere  line.  In  fact,  it  is  for  nearly  the 
whole  distance  from  its  month  a  mere  line,  so  far  as  regards  facilities 
for  crossing.  For  the  past  season  it  has  not  been  running  at  all  for  90 
miles  in  this  district  which  I  am  speaking  of.  The  recapitnlaftion  which 
I  have  made  does  not  include  this  San  Elizario  matter.  We  are  getting 
letters  constantly  in  regard  to  it.  I  got  one  from  a  well-known  gentle- 
man last  night — a  man  whom  I  have  known  for  many  years,  who  lives 
in  that  country  and  has  relations  there.  It  is  dated  December  31,  and 
it  says:  ^^The  situation  at  present  is  anything  but  pleasant  and  I  am 
fearful  for  the  furture.  The  country  is  overrun  with  thieves  and  rob- 
bers from  the  interior  of  Mexico,  so  that  you  can  well  understand  our 
situation." 

Q.  Leaving  out  this  San  Elizario  trouble,  how  does  the  general  cod- 
dition  of  the  border  for  the  last  ten  months,  or. since  last  spring,  com- 
pare with  its  condition  the  previous  year! 

A.  I  can  see  no  perceptible  change  in  it. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  it  is  as  bad  as  it  was? 

A.  I  do  not  know  that  there  have  been  any  very  large  raids  during  the 
last  ten  months,  but  these  large  raids  come  in  at  long  intervals.  There 
was  not  long  since  a  raid  regularly  organized  on  the  Mexican  side,  iu 
which  the  raiders  went  to  the  vicinity  of  Corpus  Christi  before  they 
commenced  operations,  and  they  commenced  by  burning  stores  and  rob- 
bing the  people,  and  a  prisoner  who  was  then  wounded  and  captured 
stated  that  there  was  a  much  larger  to  force  have  come,  but  that  they 
had  disagreed  among  themselves  as  to  the  command.  He  also  stated 
that  they  had  intended  to  take  the  city  of  Corpus  Christi,  which  they 
could  have  done,  it  being  defenseless. 

Q.  Have  there  been  as  many  cattle  and  horses  stolen  and  as  many 
people  killed  during  that  period  of  time  as  there  had  been  previously! 

A.  I  cannot  state  as  to  that.  There  have  been  more  regular  troops 
there,  but  I  have  had  no  body  of  troops  down  in  that  lower  section  of 
country  that  has  been  reported  to  nie  direct. 

By  Mr.  Schleicher  : 

Q.  What  is  your  information  about  the  Eio  Grande  City  raid  iu  Au- 
gust last? 

A.  My  information  on  that  point  is  contained  in  my  report.  There 
appears  to  have  been  more  than  one  raid  iu  August.  It  is  reported  that 
a  party  crossed  over  and  killed  two  men  near  Concepcion  in  that  month, 
not  far  from  where  this  other  thing  occurred.  I  read  from  my  report: 
"Capt.  N.  Caldwell,  Company  A,  reports  twelve  Mexicans  crossed  Rio 
Grande  from  Camargo,  attacked  Rio  Grande  City  jail,  wounded  Noah 
Cox,  county  attorney,  and  the  yMev  and  his  wife,  released  Segando 
Garzia,  a  murderer,  and  R.  S.  Espronceda,  (theft),  and  recrossed  to  Ca- 
margo.'' That  is  where  the  jail  was  broken.  That  ha«  been  the  subject 
of  a  good  deal  of  correspondence. 

Q.  How  many  of  the  persons  concerned  in  that  raid  were  delivered  up 
by  the  Mexican  authorities  ? — A.  Three  of  them.  One  of  the  prisonei*s 
and  two  others. 

Q.  What  was  done  with  them  ? — A.  They  were  tried  and  sentenced  to 
the  penitentiary. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  anything  about  the  rest  ? — A.  It  was  reported  to 
to  me  time  and  again  by  Captain  Hall,  of  the  State  forces,  who  went  there 
immediately  after  that,  that  the  principal  man  of  the  party  and  several 
others  of  the  party  were  living  but  four  miles  from  our  side  of  the  river, 
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near  the  city  of  Cainargo,  and  that  he  had  reliable  information  that  he 
could  cross  there  almost  any  night  and  capture  them,  and  he  would 
have  done  so  had  I  not  telegraphed  to  him  not  to  do  so.  The  matter 
had  then  been  made  a  question  under  the  extradition  treaty,  and  1  did 
not  want  to  let  one  raid  stand  against  another.  It  was  also  reported  to 
me  that  the  Mexican  troops  which  were  sent  to  the  border  on  that  oc- 
casion marched  in  such  haste  to  prevent  the  crossing  of  our  troops  that 
7  or  8  of  the  men  were  killed  by  sunstroke.  All  my  correspondence  in- 
dicates that  there  is  a  very  hostile  feeling  between  the  Mexicans  and 
the  Gringos,  as  they  contemptuously  style  us. 

(J.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  density  of  settlements  along  the 
river  on  the  Mexican  side  ! — A.  Yes,  there  is  a  pretty  large  population 
there. 

Q.  How  is  it  on  our  side? — A.  There  is  a  larger  population  on  the 
Mexican  side  than  on  our  side.  The  town  of  Camargo  is  there  and  there 
are  ranches  at  intervals,  Cuevas,  Bolsa,  and  several  other  ranches,  which 
are  apparently  used  to  facilitate  smuggling  and  stealing  from  this  side  of 
the  river.  The  smuggling  which  js  going  on  from  the  Zona  Libra  pre- 
vents our  getting  information,  because  those  who  are  not  engaged  in 
cattle-stealing  are  mostly  engaged  in  smuggling,  and  they  do  not  like 
to  inform  upon  each  other. 

By  Mr.  Williams  : 

Q.  What  is  the  general  occupation  of  the  inhabitants  on  the  opposite 
side! — A.  Some  of  them  raise  a  few  goacs  and  cultivate  small  patches 
of  corn,  but  I  should  say  their  general  occupation  is  robbing  and  steal- 
ing. I  speak  now  of  the  rural  population.  In  the  town  of  Matamoros 
the  people  have  some  trade  with  the  interior  of  Mexico.  Monterey  is 
another  place  where  there  is  a  large  market  for  stolen  cattle.  The  Mex- 
icans cultivate  some  land  just  along  the  bank  of  the  river,  probably 
enough  to  supply  themselves  with  meal  to  make  bread.  Corn  bread  is 
their  principal  food.  A  person  who  would  go  to  one  of  those  Mexican 
ranches  would  find  their  lood  to  consist  of  beef,  fresh  or  jerked,  tortillas 
(corn  cake),  red  pepper,  and  beans,  or  frijolas,  as  they  call  them. 

Q.  Have  you  seen  any  large  fields  in  cultivation  f — A.  I  never  saw 
any  very  extensive  fields  in  cultivation  in  Mexico. 

Q.  Do  they  own  horses  and  cattle! — A.  Very  few.     About  150  miles 
farther  down  the  river,  and  toward  the  Gulf  coast,  there  is  a  section  of 
country  where  mules  are  raised. 

Adjourned. 

Washington,  D.  C,  January  19,  1878. 

Examination  of  General  William  Steele  continued. 

Mr.  ScHLEiCHEB.  If  3'ou  have  any  statements  to  make  in  addition  to 
what  you  stated  the  other  day  in  connection  with  the  troubles  upon  the 
Mexican  border,  you  may  make  them  now. 

The  Witness.  There  is  one  point  which  I  neglected  to  state  the  other 
day  and  which  I  regard  as  a  fruitful  cause  of  the  troubles  on  the  Kio 
Grande,  and  that  is  the  uncertainty  as  to  the  border.  The  border  was 
fixed  immediately  after  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  and  since  then 
the  changes  have  been  very  great  from  the  fact  of  the  Kio  Grande  chang- 
ing its  course.  Bends  of  the  river  have  been  cut  ofi'  and  accretions 
made,  so  that  what  is  in  Mexico  at  one  time  is  at  another  time  in  Texas. 

By  Mr.  Williams  : 

Q.  How  long  does  it  take  for  the  river  to  shift  its  bed  in  that  way  ? — 
A.  It  is  sometimes  done  in  a  day.    The  stream  \*  ^^Vt^vii^Vs  ^si^^^^s^^^s^^ 
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80  that  often  you  Lave  to  go  20  miles  arouud  by  the  river,  in  order  to 
reach  a  point  4  miles  across.  Sometimes,  when  the  river  is  high,  15  or 
20  miles  will  be  cat  off  from  one  side  and  given  to  the  other  side.  As 
an  illustration  of  what  1  mean,  I  will  mention  the  fact  that  the  town  of 
Mesilla  in  New  Mexico  was  on  the  western  side  of  the  river  when  I  was 
last  there,  but  now  it  is  on  the  eastern  side. 

Q.  Does  that  leave  the  old  river-bed  dry  f — A.  It  leaves  the  old  liver- 
bed  dry,  and  it  fills  up  with  sand  except  in  some  places  where  there  are 
little  ponds  and  lakes. 

Q.  l)oes  it  leave  the  old  river  bed  so  as  to  be  easily  distinguishable?— 
A.  The  closing  up  of  the  river- bed  so  as  not  to  be  distinguishable  is  the 
work  of  a  good  many  years.  The  place  where  the  battle  of  Kesacain 
Mexico  was  fought  is  an  illustration  of  that  kind.  It  is  evidently  an 
old  bed  of  the  river.  My  notes  of  evidence  are  not  complete  as  to  the 
robberies  and  depredations  and  murders  that  have  been  committed.  I 
heard  of  others  and  have  seen  statements  of  others  in  newspapers,  bat 
I  only  collected  those  which  were  reported  to  me  through  the  regular 
official  channels.  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  that  what  is  there  stated 
comes  very  far  short  of  the  truth,  atid  for  a  considerable  time  I  have 
had  no  reports  from  the  Lower  Kio  Grande  below  Kio  Grande  City. 

Q.  If  the  Diaz  government  should  be  recognized  and  the  order  for 
our  troops  to  cross  In  pursuit  of  raiders  should  be  revoked,  what  do  you 
think  would  be  the  effect  of  it  on  the  border  ? — A.  The  effect  of  it  would 
be  to  increase  the  robberies.  We  see  by  the  Mexican  papers  that  the 
government  is  sending  troops  to  the  border  and  is  also  sending  large 
quantities  of  arms.  It  sent  orders  before  to  turn  over  to  Texas  author- 
ities the  men  who  had  been  engaged  in  making  the  attack  on  the  Kio 
Grande  City  jail,  but  the  people  only  laughed  at  these  orders.  The  idea 
of  the  central  government  raising  a  force  from  these  people  to  enforce  its 
orders  seems  perfectly  absurd.  Only  three  of  those  criminals  have 
been  turned  over  to  the  Texas  authorities,  and  no  efforts  have  been 
made  to  arrest  the  others. 

By  Mr.  Schleicher  : 

Q.  Do  you  happen  to  know  why  these  three  men  were  singled  out! — 
A.  Nothing  more  than  the  statement  which  ha^  been  made,  that  they 
were  parties  who  were  objectionable  to  the  people  on  the  other  side,  and 
that  they  were  individually  of  no  importance.  I  do  not  know  that,  how- 
ever, to  be  a  fact.  The  result  of  sending  troops  from  time  to  time  to 
the  Rio  Grande  has  been  only  to  increase  the  number  of  thieves  by  de- 
sertion from  the  troops.  The  deseiters  cross  over  and  come  to  this  side 
of  the  river.  It  is  a  conceded  fact  that  the  desertions  are  very  consid- 
erable from  every  body  of  troops  that  is  sent  to  the  border,  and  that 
these  desertions  add  to  this  dangerous  class  of  people.  The  Mexicans 
are  extremely  arrogant  and  ignorant.  They  do  not  get  any  newspapers, 
and  do  not  know  what  is  going  on  in  the  world,  except  as  they  happen 
to  learn  it  from  some  one  passing  along.  In  the  way  of  intelligence, 
they  are  one  hundred  years  behind,  but  they  have  all  the  pride  of  the 
Spanish  character  and  of  the  Indian ;  and,  Indian-like,  the  revocation 
of  the  order  for  our  troops  to  cross  would  look  to  them  like  the  backing 
down  of  the  United  States  Government,  and  would  increase  their  arro- 
gance and  their  disposition  to  insult  and  to  raid  upon  us.  I  am  certain 
that  that  would  be  the  result.  Just  before  I  left  Texas  I  saw  a  letter 
from  a  gentleman  who  had  been  over  to  Mexico,  in  which  he  said  that 
he  went  into  a  restaurant  on  the  other  side,  and  that  an  officer  of  Mex- 
ican troops  who  was  there  got  up  and  left  the  house,  saying  he  would 
not  eat  in  any  place  where  Gringos  were  allowed  to  come. 
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TESTIMONY  OF  JOHN  B.  JONES. 

Washington,  D.  C,  January  19,  1878. 
Examiuatiou  of  John  B.  Jones. 

By  Mr.  Schleicher  : 

Question.  State  your  official  position. — Answer.  I  am,  and  have  been 
for  nearly  four  years,  in  command  of  a  battaHon  of  six  companies  of 
Texas  State  troops,  under  an  act  of  the  legislature  for  frontier  defense. 
At  first  my  operations  were  confined  entirely  to  the  Indian  frontier. 
From  the  point  where  our  settlements  leave  the  Rio  Grande  and  run  across 
to  the  Eed  River,  we  call  the  Indian  frontier;  and  from  that  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Rio  Grande,  we  call  the  Mexican  frontier.  The  extent  of  this 
Indian  frontier  is  about  four  hundred  miles  in  a  straight  line.  At  first, 
my  operations  extended  from  the  upper  waters  of  the  Nueces  to  the  Red 
River.  For  the  first  two  years  I  was  confined  exclusively  to  that  sec- 
tion, but  about  two  years  ago  so  many  reports  came  in  of  Indian  depre- 
dations in  this  country  [indicating  on  the  map]  from  the  head  of  the 
Nueces,  and  down  the  valley  of  the  Nueces  to  Dimmit  County,  that  I 
felt  called  upon,  and  in  duty  bound,  to  give  attention  to  it  which  I  had  not 
before  given.  All  this  region  is  opposite  the  Mexican  State  of  Goahnila. 
About  eighteeu  months  ago,  therefore,  I  stationed  a  company  of  thirty 
men  in  this  country,  placing  it  on  the  Nueces  River,  about  the  upper 
part  of  Uvalde  County,  and  about  forty  miles  northeast  from  Fort 
Clark.  I  think  that  since  I  sent  the  first  company  down,  there  has  been 
an  increase  of  raiding.  Just  before  I  sent  it  there,  there  was  a  very 
large  raid  made  by  a  large  number  of  Indians ;  the  largest  that  had 
been  made  for  a  number  of  years  before.  The  Indians  were  very  suc- 
cessful, and  took  probably  three  hundred  head  of  horses,  and  killed  fourteen 
citizens  that  I  know  of.  Soon  afterward  another  big  raid  was  made,  but 
they  were  pursued  before  they  got  out,  and  sinee  then  they  have  adopted 
a  difierent  plan,  and  send  over  small  parties,  which  have  been  mostsnccess- 
ful  in  their  operations,  because  in  this  mountainous  country  it  would  beas 
easy  to  find  a  gang  of  wolves  and  to  catch  them  as  it  would  be  to  find  and 
catch  a  body  of  Indians  when  they  come  in  on  foot.  Since  the  last  big  raid 
was  made,  about  twelve  months  ago,  the  raids  have  been  all  made  by  small 
parties.  It  is  a  very  rough,  mountainous  country,  and  very  difficult  to 
pass  through.  The  Indians  come  in  from  Mexico  on  foot  and  conceal 
themselves  in  the  mountains  until  they  get  a  good  opportunity  to  make 
a  strike.  Then  they  make  a  strike  and  start  for  the  Rio  Grande,  and 
are  able  to  keep  ahead  of  any  troops  that  can  be  sent  after  them.  I 
sent  another  company  down  there  last  winter  and  kept  two  companies 
there,  but  there  were  so  many  reports  of  raids  that  this  winter  I  sent 
another  company,  and  now  I  have  three  companies  at  this  point  (indi- 
cating on  the  map).  One  of  them  is  in  the  southwest  corner  of  Edwards 
County,  forty  miles  northeast  of  Fort  Clark ;  another  is  in  the  eastern 
part  of  Uvalde  County,  about  sixty  miles  east  of  Fort  Clark ;  and 
another  is  in  Frio  County,  about  seventy-five  miles  southeast  of  Fort 
Clark.  I  think  that  there  is  an  absolute  necessity  for  these  three  com- 
panies at  those  points  in  order  to  protect  that  country  from  the  depre- 
dations of  Indians  coming  from  Mexico.  I  have  taken  those  companies 
away  from  where  I  knew  that  there  was  a  necessity  for  them  and  have 
placed  them  there,  because  I  considered  that  there  was  a  greater  neces- 
sity for  them  at  those  points.  There  are  only  about  75  men  in  the  three 
companies.  If  there  were  50  men  in  each  company  I  would  feel  justified 
in  placing  them  all  there  at  the  expense  of  the  StAX^^  W\.^^^^V^^^^^^ 
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ation  made  by  the  legislature  for  frontier  defense  does  not  admit  of  any 
larger  force  being  sent  there. 

1  have  a  memorandam  here  from  which  I  will  state  the  raids  that 
have  been  made  from  time  to  time. 

In  December,  1875,  there  was  a  party  of  Indians  from  Mexico  seen 
passing  out  toward  Little  Devil's  River. 

In  January,  1876,  there  was  a  party  seen  at  the  head  of  the  Guadalape 
River.    They  were  attacked  and  one  of  them  was  wounded. 

In  March,  1876,  there  were  three  persons  killed  by  Indians  in  Edwards 
County,  and  there  were  also  two  men  attacked  by  them,  and  one  of  their 
horses  killed.  The  Indians  got  away  with  some  horses.  In  the  same 
months  Indians  stole  13  horses  from  another  man  in  Edwards  County. 

In  April,  1876,  Indians  were  seen  on  the  Frio  River,  which  is  a  tribu- 
tary to  the  Nueces  River.  There  a  boy  was  killed,  a  man's  horse  was 
shot  under  him,  the  man  making  his  escape  by  getting  into  the  bush. 

On  the  22d  of  April,  1876,  the  Indians  killed  a  man  on  Black  Creek 
in  Frio  County,  and  stole  30  horses ;  and  they  killed  Mr.  Williams  and 
a  boy  in  the  same  month  on  the  Nueces  River,  in  Uvalde  County,  and 
stole  14  horses. 

On  the  21st  of  April,  1876,  another  party  of  Indians  was  in  Kimball 
County,  and  stole  some  horses  and  wounded  a  man.  In  following  the 
trail  of  that  party  a  detachment  of  my  command  found  on  Devil's  River 
the  trail  of  a  much  larger  party  of  Indians,  supposed  to  consist  of  30. 

The  19th  of  that  month  a  party  of  Indians  was  in  Frio  and  Uvalde 
Counties,  and  took  80  horses  from  a  citizen  named  Mart  Woodward. 
On  the  22d  of  that  month  tiie  Indians  killed  Mr.  E.  Wohrman  iu  Kinney 
County,  took  some  horses  from  him,  and  took  his  gun  and  pistol,  which 
they  sold  to  a  Dr.  Cherokee,  in  Morales,  Mexico.  The  gun  ha^  since 
been  seen  by  parties  from  Texas  who  knew  it.  Dr.  Cherokee,  who  is  a 
half-breed,  says  that  he  knows  the  Indian  from  whom  he  bought  the 
gun,  and  can  identify  him.  The  same  party,  at  the  same  time,  stole  20 
horses  from  Kingsbury  and  Holmes  in  Uvalde  County,  and  30  horses 
from  Levy  English  in  Dimmit  County. 

On  the  3d  of  May,  1876,  a  man  named  Nixon  was  killed  at  the  head 
of  Camp  Wood  Creek,  tributary  of  the  Nueces,  and  several  horses  were 
stolen  by  the  Indians  on  the  Frio  River. 

On  the  1st  of  August  the  Indians  stole  35  horses  in  Frio  Caiion. 

On  the  9th  of  August  there  was  a  party  of  Indians  on  the  head  of 
Slana  River,  in  Kimball  County. 

On  the  3d  of  October  there  was  a  party  of  Indians  in  Edwards  County 
which  stole  horses  there. 

On  the  6th  of  September,  1876,  there  was.a  party  of  Indians  in  Kim- 
ball County  who  took  a  number  of  horses.  In  October  the  Indians 
killed  14  citizens  in  Uvalde,  Medina,  and  Frio  Counties,  and  took  from 
those  and  the  adjoining  counties  about  300  head  of  horses. 

In  December,  1876,  a  number  of  horses  were  stolen  in  Kimball  and 
Kerr  Counties ;  two  boys  were  killed  in  Kimball  County,  and  one  man 
in  Frio  County.  The  raid  passed  through  these  three  counties.  In  that 
raid  the  Indians  got  fifty  horses  in  Kimball  County  alone.  1  do  not  know 
how  many  they  got  in  the  other  counties.  They  were  followed  by  my 
men  and  twelve  of  the  horses  were  recovered  from  them. 

On  the  31st  of  December  the  Indians  made  a  raid  through  Edwards, 
Uvalde,  Frio,  and  two  other  counties,  and  carried  off  a  number  of  horses. 
The  trail  was  followed  and  forty  of  the  horses  were  recovered  from  them, 
but  they  got  away  with  a  good  many. 

On  the  28th  of  Decemiber  the  Indians  killed  a  citizen  named  J.  N. 
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riiillips,  ia  Bandera  Gouuty.  A  few  days  after  they  passed  a  Mexican 
boy  about  fifteen  years  old  was  picked  ap  wandering  in  the  mountains 
where  the  Indians  had  traveled,  who  said  that  he  had  got  lost;  that 
they  had  taken  him  in  Mexico  and  had  him  with  them,  and  that  when 
they  got  pretty  closely  pursued  in  the  mountains  they  scattered  and 
he  got  lost. 

In  January,  1877,  there  were  three  men  killed  by  Indians  in  Bandera 
County. 

On  the  25th  of  March  Indians  stole  horses  in  Edwards  County.  They 
were  pursued  in  the  direction  of  Mexico  and  were  surprised  in  their 
camp  in  the  mountains.  They  made  their  escape,  but  their  horses  and 
everything  they  had  were  captured  aud  the  horses  were  restored  to  their 
owners. 

In  April  the  Indians  were  on  the  Nueces,  in  Uvalde  County,  and  stole 
some  horses  there. 

About  the  1st  of  May  Indians  were  followed  in  the  direction  of 
Mexico,  when  they  scattered  in  the  mountains. 

On  the  22d  of  June  the  Indians  were  again  on  the  Nueces  River,  and 
there  was  a  party  in  Kerr  County  (supposed  to  be  the  same  party  of  In- 
dians) who  stole  fifty  horses. 

About  the  1st  of  July  the  Indians  were  in  Kimball  County,  and  were 
followed  to  the  Pecos  River,  in  the  direction  of  Mexico.  They  stole 
some  horses  (the  number  not  given)  and  fourteen  of  them  were  recov- 
ered from  them. 

In  June  there  were  thirteen  Indians  on  the  Nueces,  in  Edwards 
County.  They  attacked  two  men  in  a  field,  wounded  one  of  them,  cap- 
tured their  wagon  and  team,  and  took  their  two  horses  and  harness. 
They  stole  nine  horses  from  Wells,  two  from  Chalk,  and  one  from  Box, 
all  citizens  living  in  the  immediate  vicinity. 

In  August,  1877,  Indians  killed  two  men  near  Concepcion,  in  Duval 
County,  and  were  followed  to  where  they  crossed  the  Rio  Grande  into 
Mexico. 

In  November,  1877,  the  Indians  stole  thirty  head  of  horses  in  Kimball 
County. 

In  the  same  month  a  body  of  Kickajwos  attacked  a  ranch  in  Webb 
County  and  killed  Francisco  and  Jesus  Reyes.  They  made  their  escape 
back  into  Mexico  from  there.  My  report  does  not  state  whether  they 
took  horses. 

On  November  20,  Indians  were  on  the  Nueces  in  Uvalde  County,  stole 
five  horses  there,  killed  Louis  Villanueve,  and  stole  twenty-six  horses 
from  Mrs.  Hannaban.  Her  son,  a  boy  of  sixteen  or  seventeen,  followed 
their  trail  into  Mexico,  found  some  of  his  mother's  horses  in  possess^n 
of  the  Indians,  who  were  offering  them  for  sale  in  a  Mexican  to^, 
either  Santa  Rosa  or  Saragossa,  claimed  the  horses  and  went  to  the 
Mexican  ofilcials  aud  demanded  that  the  horses  should  be  returned  to 
him.  His  report  is  that  the  Mexicans  fooled  him  aronnd  (or  some  such 
expression)  until  the  Indians  got  away  with  the  horses,  and  he  never 
saw  them  any  more.  He  was  an  American  and  citizen  of  Texas.  I 
mention  that  fact  because  I  have  another  instance  where  a  different 
•  course  was  pursued  with  a  Mexican  citizen. 

I  have  here  another  memorandum  which  covers  the  s  ime  time  in 
some  instances,  but  refers  to  different  raids. 

On  the  15th  of  January,  1876,  Indians  stole  sixty  head  of  horses  at  the 
head  of  the  Nueces  River,  or  rather  they  passed  there  with  them,  having 
taken  them  in  the  interior.    One  of  my  detachments  struck  their  trail, 
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but  too  late  to  overtake  them.    It  was  estimated  that  they  had  sixty 

horses. 

In  February,  March,  and  April,  1876,  Indians  were  on  the  Nueces 
and  Frio  Rivers,  and  in  the  latter  month  they  carried  off  two  hundred 
horses  in  one  raid.  They  were  at  Camp  Wood,  on  the  Naeces,  on  the 
15th  of  April,  and  killed  a  horse  and  shot  a  young  man. 

In  July,  1877,  some  Mexicans'  murdered  and  robbed  a  man  named 
Trimble,  on  the  Nueces  River.  They  were  pursued  to  the  Rio  Grande 
and  were  overtaken  on  this  b>ide,  and  two  of  them  were  killed  and  one 
wounded. 

Two  men  were  killed  by  Indians  in  Webb  County  in  November  last 

In  October  last,  the  stage-driver  was  killed  carrying  the  mail  between 
the  head  of  the  Concho  River  and  the  Pecos.  His  mules  were  taken 
and  the  mail  was  taken.  The  mail-bags  were  cut  up,  and  some  of  tbe 
letters  were  carried  off  and  some  were  left.  I  am  not  certain  whether 
those  Indians  were  from  Mexico  or  fftm  the  Tula  Rosa  reservation.  They 
were  traveling  across  the  road  and  were  going  south  at  the  time.  I  am 
inclined  to  think  that  they  were  from  the  Tula  Rosa  reservation,  hat 
they  may  have  been  from  Mexico.  Indians  have  been  at  the  same  place 
twice  since.  Their  trails  were  seen,  and  the  last  time  that  they  were  there 
they  chased  tbe  stage  again  and  tried  to  catch  if,  but  it  got  away  from 
them.    That  was  in  December  last. 

About  tb(B  Ist  of  January  tbe  Indians  killed  a  man  named  Valdez,  the 
stage-route  agent  on  the  upper  end  of  tbe  El  Paso  line,  and  a  negro  who 
was  with  him.  I  do  not  know  whether  these  Indians  were  from  Mex- 
ico or  from  the  Tula  Rosa  reservation.  In  November  last  tbe  Indians 
were  in  Kimble  County  and  Scole  some  horses.  They  stole  some  very 
near  Fort  Clark,  from  the  town  of  Brackettville. 

Indians  stole  some  horses  from  a  Mexican  who  has  a  ranch  on  this 
side  of  the  river,  but  who  lives  in  Mexico  and  is  a  citizen  of  Mexico. 
They  stole  his  horses  and  carried  them  to  the  same  place  where  they 
carried  the  horses  stolen  from  the  widow  Calahan,  whose  son  followed 
them.  This  Mexican  followed  them  across  and  found  his  horses  and 
went  to  tbe  Mexican  authorities  and  asked  tbem  to  recover  his  horses 
for  him.  They  went  and  took  the  horses  from  the  Indians  and  restore 
them  to  him  and  he  brought  them  back  to  his  ranch  in  Texas.  I  men- 
tion that  circumstance  to  show  tbe  difference  between  the  treatment 
given  to  tbe  Mexican  citizen  and  that  given  to  the  American  boy. 

In  tbe  fall  of  1876  one  of  my  companies  had  a  fight  with  some  Indians, 
killed  one,  wounded  one  or  two,  and  captured  a  Mexican  boy,  whom  they 
brought  in.  I  had  him  in  my  camp  for  some  time.  He  said  that  he  bad 
b^i  with  these  Indians  two  years,  and  that  they  had  taken  him  on  the 
Bffido,  which  is  about  forty  miles  west  of  San  Antonio.  He  said  that 
they  lived  a  part  of  the  time  in  Mexico  and  a  part  of  the  time  in  Texas. 

In  some  of  these  raids  x)eop]e  say  that  the  persons  engaged  in  them 
are  Mexicans,  not  Indians.  My  own  opinion  is  that  sometimes  Mexicans 
do  assume  tbe  guise  of  Indians  and  do  come  over  and  commit  depreda- 
tions. I  have  never  caught  one  of  them,  however;  but  from  the  informa- 
tion which  I  have,  and  n'om  their  movements  and  their  routes  of  travel, 
I  am  very  much  inclined  to  think  that  that  is  tbe  case,  and  that  these 
Mexicans  come  and  make  Indian  signs.  I  think  that  they  purposely 
drop  moccasins  on  the  trail,  and  bunches  of  beads  and  arrows,  to  give 
the  impression  that  they  are  Indians,  while  in  reality  tbey  are  Mexicans; 
but  I  have  no  doubt  that  in  most  of  the  instances  that  I  have  mentioned 
the  parties  were  Indians — Lipans  and  Kickapoos. 
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By  Mr.  Williams  : 

Q.  What  is  the  advantage  of  the  ludians  themselves  making  this 
sign  ! — A.  The  Indians  do  not  do  it  purposely.  If  you  pick  up  a  moc- 
casin on  their  trail,  it  is  one  that  has  been  dpopped  accidentally.  You 
may  take  an  Indian  trail,  and  a  person  who  is  familiar  with  these  things 
on  the  frontier  can  often  tell  what  tribe  the  Indians  belong  to.  The 
various  tribes  have  certain  habits  of  camping  and  moving  which  indicate 
what  tribe  thej'  belong  to.  We  can  also  deterinine  pretty  closely  as  to 
the  number  of  horses  in  the  party,  and  what  horses  are  ridden  and  what 
driven.  Then  we  can  tell,  from  their  camps,  trails,  and  other  signs,  with 
tolerable  accuracy  how  many  Indians  there  are  in  the  party.  Sometimes 
we  tind  the  beds  where  they  sleep,  for  they  sleep  like  so  many  hogs;  I 
mean  we  find  their  impressions  on'  the  ground  where  they  sleep. 

By  Mr.  Schleicher  : 

Q.  What  class  of  horses  do  the  Indians  generally  steal  in  that  conn- 
try  H — A.  As  a  general  rule  they  get,  if  they  can,  the  best  horses,  but  of 
course  they  take  them  as  they  can  get  them.  They  generally  get  pretty 
good  horses,  from  the  fact  that  people  out  there  have  no  horses  except 
what  they  use.  They  do  not  raise  horses  as  they  do  farther  east.  I 
have  been  a  horse-raiser  myself,  and  have  had,  I  suppose,  more  than  a 
thousand  head  of  horses.  They  ranged  over  four  or  five  counties,  over 
a  territory  as  big  as  some  of  the  Eastern  States;  but  in  the  Indian  coun- 
try that  I  am  speaking  of  the  people  have  only  a  few  horses,  which  they 
use  in  hunting  cattle,  and  these  are  of  the  best  quality  of  horses — that 
we  call  on  the  frontier  "using-horses.'' 

Q.  What  is  their  average  value  ? — A.  From  $40  to  $75. 

By  Mr.  Williams  : 

Q.  What  is  the  average  price  of  the  cattle  which  the  Indians  steal  ? — 
A.  The  stock-cattle  are  worth  $7  or  $8  a  head,  the  beeves  are  worth  $18 
a  head,  and  the  work-steers  are  worth  $30  a  head.  I  suppose  that  the 
average  would  be  from  $8  to  $15. 

By  Mr.  Schleicher  : 

Q.  In  this  country  that  you  speak  of  as  raided  by  Indians,  the  prin- 
cipal stock  stolen,  is  it  horses  or  cattle? — A.  It  is  principally  horses, 
though  some  cattle  are  taken. 

Q.  The  cattle-stealing  is  done  lower  down  on  the  Rio  Grande  ? — A. 
Yes,  sir;  most  of  it. 

Q.  But  up  here  in  this  Indian  country  the  rule  is  to  steal  horses,  and 
down  on  the  Lower  Rio  Grande  the  rule  is  to  steal  cattle? — A.  There  is 
no  question  about  that. 

Q.  There  are  no  large  cattle-ranches  up  in  this  Indian  country! — A. 
Not  BO  large  as  there  are  lower  down.  To  my  knowledge,  several  of  the 
largest  cattle-ranches  up  there  have  been  broken  up  and  abandoned.  The 
Adamses'  have  abandoned  their  ranch;  they  had  a  ranch  inclosed  of 
about  forty  thousand  acres,  and  it  is  now  abandoned,  unless  they  have 
gone  back  there  within  four  or  five  months.  It  is  about  the  forks  of  the 
Nueces. 

By  Mr.  Williams  : 

Q.  What  market  iei  found  for  these  horses,  and  to  what  use  are  the 
houses  put? — A.  My  impression  is  that  these  stolen  horses  are  offered 
for  sale  in  the  Mexican  towns  opposite.  I  have  had  information  of  their 
being  offered  for  sale  at  Saragossa,  Santa  Rosa,  and  other  Mexican 
towns  on  the  opposite  side,  and  that  they  are  sold  there  very  cheaijlY* 


58  TEXAS  FRONTIER  TROUBLES. 

Q.  What  do  the  Mexicans  use  them  for ! — A.  The  Mexicans  do  not 
raise  horses  themselves,  and  they  use  those  stolen  horses  which  they 
buy  for  riding.  The  country  is  constantly  in  revolution,  and  a  fellow 
going  into  the  army  must  have  a  horse. 

By  Mr.  Schleicher  : 

Q.  Do  not  the  Mexicans  trade  in  these  horses  and  send  them  farther 
into  the  interior! — A.  I  do  not  know ;  but  I  do  know  that  several  ye^ri 
ago,  when  I  was  in  Mexico,  horses  were  taken  from  that  region  of  coun- 
try out  toward  Monterey,  and  farther  down  south,  to  be  sold.  I  think 
the  Mexican  traders  buy  them  from  the  Indians. 

Q.  The  Indians,  as  a  general  thing,  do  not  travel  far  into  the  interior 
of  Mexico  ? — A.  My  impression  is  that  they  do  not ;  some  75  or  ifO 
miles. 

Q.  And  all  the  farther  trading  in  the  interior  is  done  by  Mexicans 
themselves  f — A.  I  think  so.  Good  horses,  that  are  worth  in  Texau 
830  or  $40,  are  sold  in  Mexico  by  the  Indians  for  $3  or  $4.  I  am  told 
that  there  are  parties  in  these  Mexican  towns  who  give  Indians  outfits 
to  start  out  on  expeditions,  and  then  buy  the  stolen  horses  which  they 
bring  back. 

Q.  Is  that  known  to  the  local  authorities  there? — A.  I  think  there  is 
no  question  about  that.  All  of  the  instances  of  depredations  that  I 
have  given  have  occurred  opposite  the  State  of  Coahuila,  and  I  have 
got  my  information  from  my  officers  who  are  stationed  there,  and  from 
actual  observation. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  been  in  Mexico  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  been  in  Mex- 
ico a  good  deal. 

Q.  Among  the  Mexican  population! — A.  Yes;  I  have  lived  in  Texas 
all  my  life.  When  I  was  a  boy  my  father  had  Mexican  stockmen,  and 
since  I  have  grown  up  I  have  had  as  many  as  twenty  Mexicans  em- 
ployed on  my  ranch.  I  was  in  Mexico  once  for  nearly  a  year,  and  I 
have  been  familiar  with  Mexicans  all  my  life. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  United  States  troops  could  give  efficient  protec- 
tion to  the  people  on  this  side  unless  they  had  authority  to  follow  raid- 
ing parties  over  into  Mexico  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not. 

By  Mr.  Williams  : 

Q.  Supposing  the  Mexican  Government  were  disposed  to  stop  these 
Indian  raids,  how  could  it  do  so? — A.  I  do  not  know  how.  My  opinion 
is  that  the  Mexican  people  encourage  these  things.  I  think  that  if  a 
force  were  kept  on  the  border  by  the  Mexican  Government,  it  could,  if 
disposed  to  do  so,  keep  the  Indians  from  crossing  as  often  as  they  do, 
or  could  catch  them  when  they  come  back,  and  seize  the  property  which 
did  not  honestly  belong  to  them. 

By  Mr.  Schleicher  : 

Q.  Do  you  not  think  that  the  Mexicans  that  might  be  sent  there  would 
rather  turn  in  and  make  money  themselves  out  of  these  Indian- raids! — 
A.  I  am  satisfied  that  they  would. 

By  Mr.  Williams  : 

Q.  Supposing  this  authority  to  cross  the  river  were  withdrawn,  what 
would  you  advise  to  protect  the  frontier? — A.  I  would  advise  keeping 
a  force  there  large  enough  to  maintain  constant  scouting,  and  thus 
they  would  be  sure  to  cat€h  some  of  the  thieving  parties.  They  could 
not  catch  all  of  them,  but  by  batching  a  part  of  them  occasionally  and 
by  punishing  them  very  severely,  others  might  be  deterred  from  coming. 
The  larger  parties  could  be  broken  up  in  that  way,  but  not  the  smaller 
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parties.  These  are  very  hard  to  find.  They  make  very  little  sign,  and 
when  they  get  ready  to  come  back  they  rush  at  once  to  the  river. 

Q.  How  large  a  force  wonld  it  require  to  keep  up  this  scouting  from 
the  mouth  of  the  river  up  as  far  as  these  difficulties  extend  ! — A.  I  be- 
lieve that  three  good  regiments  could  do  it. 

Q.  The  whole  length  of  the  river? — A.  Yes.  If  I  were  going  to  dis- 
pose of  it,  I  would  place  two  regiments  on  the  Kio  Grande  and  one  on 
the  Indian  border. 

Q.  From  the  mouth  of  the  river  to  the  highest  point  on  the  Rio  Grande 
is  about  how  many  miles? — A.  The  line  on  which  I  would  keep  up  a 
constant  scouting  would  extend  for  about  a  thousand  miles,  and  then  I 
would  have  some  stations  at  other  points  on  the  mail-line  to  El  Paso. 

Q.  How  many  men  in  numbers  would  all  that  require? — A.  I  should 
say  three  thousand  men. 

By  Mr.  Schleicher  : 

Q.  Bo  you  mean  three  thousand  for  scouting? — A.  Yes. 
Q.  And  nothing  for  garrisons? — A.  I  am  only  speaking  of  my  own 
plan  of  operations  without  reference  to  garrison  duty. 

By  Mr.  Williams  : 

Q.  What  is  the  aggregate  number  of  men  that  you  would  think  requi- 
site to  protect  the  whole  border  for  a  thousand  miles? — A.  If  I  were 
going  to  do  it  with  United  States  troops,  I  would  have  three  regiments 
of  cavalry  and  a  sufficient  number  of  infantry  for  garrison  duty. 

Q.  What  number  of  infantry  for  garrison  duty? — A.  lam  not  com- 
petent to  say,  because  I  do  not  know  anything  about  that  sort  of  busi- 
ness. 

Q.  But  you  think  it  would  require  at  least  three  thousand  cavalry  ? — 
A.  Yes,  sir.  The  first  six  months  that  I  was  on  the  frontier  from  the 
bead  of  the  Nueces  to  lied  Kiver,  I  had  four  hundred  and  fifty  men,  and 
I  kept  them  moving  constantly.  My  orders  to  them  were  to  keep  on  the 
move  whether  they  knew  anything  to  hunt  for  or  not.  I  never  wanted 
more  than  half  the  men  in  camp  at  any  one  time.  My  orders  were  to 
do  all  the  work  that  the  horses  could  stand,  and  they  can  stand  enough 
to  keep  half  of  them  out  all  the  time — one  party  in  camp  and  the  other 
half  in  the  saddle.  At  first  some  of  the  older  men  thought  it  a  new- 
fangled thing  to  make  them  ride  all  the  time.  They  had  been  in  the 
habit  of  lying  around  in  camp,  playing  cards  and  racing  horses,  until 
somebody  would  come  and  tell  them  that  horses  had  been  stolen.  The 
result  of  my  system  was  that  for  the  first  six  months  (the  latter  part  of 
1874)  that  I  was  out  there  my  command  had  fifteen  fights  with  Indians 
and  had  followed  forty  eight  trails  besides.  During  that  time  the  In- 
dians were  very  bad.  Some  of  them  were  from  Fort  Sill.  1  have  taken 
blankets  from  them  which  had  not  been  issued  to  them  longer  than  a 
week  or  two.  Since  then,  and  especially  since  General  Mackenzie  Jias 
been  up  there,  these  Indians  have  been  restrained  and  have  not  com- 
mitted as  many  depredations  as  before. 

By  Mr.  Schleicher  : 

Q.  Are  your  men  principally  frontier  boys  whd  have  been  raised  to 
that  sort  of  work  ? — A.  Most  of  them  are,  but  a  good  many  are  picked 
men  from  the  interior. 

Q.  How  many  regular  troops  were  in  Texas  during  the  time  you 
speak  of? — A.  The  Register  showed  about  five  regiments  of  infantry 
and  cavalry. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  the  services  of  your  men  v<fe»\:Qk  vi^^^'^fessx^  Sxs. 
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addition  to  tbe  five  United  States  regiments  that  were  there? — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  Yet  you  think  that  three  regiments,  without  any  State  troops, 
would  be  sufficient  in  the  future? — A.  I  believe  that  three  regiments  of 
cavalry  would  be  sufficient  for  frontier  defense  in  Texas,  if  they  were 
operated  as  my  men  were,  but  of  course  some  infantry  would  be  required 
for  garrison  duty. 

•Q.  How  many  troops  do  you  think  will  be  requisite  in  the  future, 
without  Texas  keeping  up  a  special  battalion? — A.  I  cannot  say  unless 
you  let  me  say  how  they  should  operate).  I  say  that  if  they  are  kept  at 
constant  scouting,  and  either  Mexicans  or  Indians  come  in,  they  will 
catch  some  of  them. 

Q.  A  smaller  number  than  the  five  regiments  and  your  battalion  would 
probably  not  suffice? — A.  At  tbat  time  I  could  have  employed  a  thou- 
sand men  such  as  my  own  to  great  advantage  on  the  frontier. 

Q.  From  your  knowledge  of  the  Mexican  character,  what  do  you  think 
would  be  the  effect  if  this  order  for  our  troops  to  cross  in  pursuit  of 
raiding  parties  were  withdrawn  ? — A.  I  think  that  the  raids  would  be 
worse  than  they  have  been. 

By  Mr,  Williams  : 

Q.  Why? — A.  Because  the  Indians  will  take  the  chance  of  getting 
back  to  the  Kio  Orande,  while  they  would  not  take  the  chance  if  they 
knew  that  they  were  to  be  pursued  to  their  homes  on  the  other  side.  I 
think  that  this  system  of  raiding  could  be  broken  up  by  the  Mexicans 
themselves,  if  we  would  hold  the  people  there  responsible.  From  what 
I  know  of  the  Mexican  character,  I  would  say  that  if  a  town  is  held  re- 
sponsible for  any  crime  committed  by  its  inhabitants  the  criminal  is 
soon  given  up.  I  have  seen  examples  of  that  in  revolutions  in  Mexico, 
where,  for  instance,  the  leaders  of  one  party  escape  and  take  refuge  in 
a  town,  and  the  other  party  takes  possession  of  the  locality  and  de- 
mands the  leaders  to  be  given  up,  and  they  are  given  up. 

Q.  Would  the  public  sentiment  of  the  Mexicans  on  the  Lower  Rio 
Grande  sustain  the  central  government  in  breaking  up  those  raids  ? — A. 
I  do  not  think  it  would  sustain  it. 

Q.  What  would  be  the  effect  if  the  central  government  attempted  it 
in  dead  earnest? — A.  I  think  the  effect  would  be  to  create  a  revolution 
ag&inst  the  central  government.  I  think  that  some  fellow  like  Cortina 
would  set  up  a  government  for  himself,  or  support  some  one  else  that 
would  do  so. 

Q.  Bo  you  think  that  the  central  government  is  not  strong  enough  to 
prevent  that? — A.  I  do  not  think  it  is  strong  enough  to  prevent  it. 

By  Mr.  Schleicher  : 

Q.  Have  you  ever  known  of  a  case  where  any  Mexican  living  on  tbe 
other  side  was  punished  over  there  for  a  crime  eommitted  in  Texas  ? — 
A.  No,  sir ;  I  have  not.  The  United  States  troops  on  service  there 
within  the  last  eighteen  months  have  been  very  active  and  very  efficient 
under  Colonel  Shafter,  but  they  have  been  utterly  unable  to  stop  these 
raiding  parties.  Colonel  Shafter  and  Lieutenant  BulUs  and  the  men 
under  Colonel  Shafter's  command  have  been  very  active ;  have  pursued 
many  parties  and  have  overtaken  some  of  them.  They  have  given  me 
information  and  I  have  given  them  information  of  raiding  parties  in  the 
country. 

Q.  What  do  you  know  as  to  the  H  Paso  troubles? — A.  My  informa- 
tion is  tbat  there  were  Mexicans  living  on  the  other  side  of  the  river 
who  were  encouraging  the  troubles  on  this  side,  and  that  they  repeat- 
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edly  sent  messages  to  this  aide  that  they  would  come  over  whenever 
they  were  wanted  to.  My  information  is  that  they  did  come  over 
there  in  September  last,  at  the  time  that  Howard  and  McBride  and 
the  county  judge  and  the  sheriff  and  one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  of 
that  county  were  taken  prisoners  by  the  mob.  I  was  told  that  there  were 
men  there  from  the  other  side  of  the  river  on  duty  guarding  the  pris- 
oners, and  that  propositions  were  made  by  parties  living  on  the  other 
side  of  the  river  that  they  would  come  over  and  help  the  Mexicans  on 
this  side  whenever  they  were  wanted,  on  condition  that  they  would  make 
a  clean  sweep  of  everything,  clear  out  all  the  Americans  and  take  all 
the  property,  and  that  then  they  would  leave  that  section  of  country  and 
go  to  Sonora;  but  they  were  not  willing  to  go  into  the  thing  unless  they 
could  get  property  enough  to  start  in  a  new  country.  I  know  that  it  is 
a  common  sentiment  there  on  both  sides  of  the  Kio  Grande  that  Texas 
still  belongs  to  Mexico.  I  gather  that  from  Mexicans  in  interviews 
which  I  had  with  them  myself.  I  met  them  in  two  of  their  juntas  while 
I  was  out  there.  They  say  that  the  United  States  have  no  right  to  that 
country  anyhow ;  that  i^  was  stolen  from  Mexico ;  that  the  United  States 
Dever  did  whip  Mexico,  but  that  their  leaders  sold  them  out,  and  that 
they  were  ready  for  the  fight  to  open  again.  I  found  the  same  sentiment 
among  the  Mexicans  on  both  sides  of  the  Eio  Orande,  and  my  opinioi^ 
is  that  these  Mexicans  really  look  forward  to  the  time  when  they  are 
going  to  get  that  country  back.  They  say  that  when  the  war  opens 
again  they  are  going  to  whip  the  United  States  and  get  that  territory 
back.  There  was  a  Mexican  on  this  side  of  the  river  who,  I  was  informed, 
bad  been  a  lieutenant  in  the  Mexican  army  and  had  been  dismissed  from 
the  service  for  drunkenness.  He  was  over  here  and  had  some  men  from 
the  other  side  with  him — perhaps  about  200  men  from  both  sides  of 
the  river.  When  I  got  there  they  were  just  in  the  act  of  taking  posses- 
sion of  some  citizens  who  had  gone  on  Mr.  Howard's  bond,  and  this 
ex-lieutenant  from  the  other  side  of  the  river  was  drilling  them.  They 
admitted  that  to  me  themselves.  At  first  they  denied  that  there  were 
Mexicans  from  the  other  side  of  the  river  there,  but  afterward  I  called 
about  fifteen  of  them  and  asked  them  about  this  ex  lieutenant,  and 
they  admitted  that  he  was  there  and  was  drilling  them.  This  was  on 
the  8th  of  November.  They  are  pretty  well  drilled.  While  they  had 
Howard  in  custody  I  was  told  by  the  priest  of  the  locality  that  he  had 
gone  to  them  to  see  Howard  to  try  and  get  him  released,  and  that  he 
was  challenged  by  a  guard  some  distance  ofif  from  the  place,  who  called 
the  corporal  of  the  guard ;  that  the  corporal  of  the  guard  came  and 
asked  him  some  questions  and  passed  him  to  another  line,  where  they 
called  the  sergeant  of  the  guard;  that  the  sergeant  came  and  asked 
him  some  questions  and  carried  him  to  where  the  officer  of  the  guard 
was  called  for,  and  that  then  the  officer  of  the  guard  took  him  to  an 
inside  place,  where  the  commandant  was,  and  that  after  being  exam- 
ined by  him  the  commandant  went  with  him  into  the  presence  of  the 
prisoners,  and  allowed  him  to  have  an  interview  with  them. 

Some  of  these  Mexicans  were  from  the  other  side  of  the  river.  Then, 
when  they  extorted  this  bond  from  Howard  and  his  friends,  they  dis- 
banded, and  everything  was  quiet  for  a  time  until  Judge  Howard  came 
back  to  El  Paso.  They  had  extorted  from  him  a  bond  for  $12,000,  col- 
lectible in  any  court  in  Texas  or  Mexico.  They  thought  they  could  go 
into  a  Mexican  court  and  get  a  judgment,  and  that  it  would  be  just  as 
good  as  if  it  was  got  in  a  Texas  court.  After  Howard  went  back  there, 
they  proposed  to  take  the  citizens  who  were  on  his  bond  and  to  hold 
them  as  hostages  fur  the  payment  of  the  $12,000,    WhevL  1^v^\»\>c\rx^, 
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which  was  on  the  7th  or  8th  of  November  last,  they  had  got  together 
and  were  in  the  act  of  arrestiug  these  citizens.  I  managed  to  get  them 
to  disband,  and  they  promised  me  they  would  not  do  so  any  more.  I 
know  that  some  of  them  were  Mexican  citizens.  I  staid  there  for  two 
weeks,  and  everything  was  quiet  at  the  time  I  left;  but  about  three 
weeks  after  I  left,  Judge  Howard  returned  there,  and  then  this  mob 
raised  again.  Judge  Howard  took  refuge  with  a  small  company  which 
I  had  organized  and  had  taken  down  there  to  keep  down  the  disturb- 
ance. This  company  was  attacked  by  this  mob  of  about  300,  half  of 
whom,  in  my  opinion,  were  from  the  other  side  of  the  river.  My  lieu- 
tenant informed  me  that  after  he  was  forced  to  surrender,  Howard  and 
McBride  and  Atkinson  were  taken  out  and  shot  by  nine  Mexicans,  who 
were  detailed  for  the  purpose,  all  of  whom  lived  on  the  other  side  of  the 
river. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  the  matter  was  really  instigated  on  the  other 
side  of  the  river,  or  was  it  mutual  on  both  side^f — A.  I  think  it 
was  mutual  on  both  sides.  When  I  was  at  San  Elizario,  where  this 
trouble  was,  I  had  occasion  to  send  a  Mexican,  whom  I  had  employed, 
over  to  Franklin  one  evening.  He  went  across  a  bend  of  the  river 
which  brought  him  into  Mexico,  and  when  he  came  back  next  morning 
he  told  me  that  he  had  met  a  Mexican  who  said  that  he  had  sixty  men 
ready  to  come  over  whenever  they  were  wanted. 

By  Mr.  Williams  : 

Q.  You  think  that  these  men  have  no  fear  of  punishment  from  the 
Mexican  authorities  for  raiding  on  this  side  of  the  river! — A.  No,  sir; 
no  fear  or  restraint,  and  I  do  not  think  they  are  in  any  danger  either. 
The  gefe  politico  on  the  other  side  of  the  river  (a  kind  of  civil  and  mili- 
tary officer)  was  notified  repeatedly  about  this  trouble  at  San  Elizario, 
but  he  could  not  control  the  Mexicans  on  his  side  of  the  river,  and  if  he 
would  have  done  so  I  do  not  think  he  could  have  done  so.  My  opinion 
is  that  if  he  had  called  out  his  militia  and  had  seeii  a  body  of  Mexicans 
ready  to  come  on  this  side  of  the  river,  he  could  not  have  induced  his 
men  to  fire  upon  them.    I  am  satisfied  that  he  could  not. 


TESTIMONY  OF  JOHN  S.  FORD. 

W  AsniNGTON,  D.  C,  January  21,  1878. 

Examination  of  John  S.  Ford,  of  Brownsville,  Tex. 
By  Mr.  Schleicher  : 

Question.  Do  you  hold  any  official  position  ? — Answer.  I  am  State 
senator  from  the  twenty-ninth  senatorial  district  of  Texas. 

Q.  Is  that  a  Rio  Grande  district  ? — A.  It  is. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  living  there f—A.  Since  1865. 

Q.  Were  you  in  what  was  called  the  Cortina  war  in  1859  and  1850  ?— 
A.  I  was. 

Q.  What  was  your  position  in  that  warf — A.  I  was  commandiag 
troops  raised  by  the  State  of  Texas. 

Q.  Were  you  under  the  command  of  General  Heintzelmanf— A.  I  re- 
ported to  General  Heintzelman  (then  Major  Ueintzelman)  for  orders. 

Q.  Give  a  brief  history  of  that  aflfair. — A.  The  war  between  Texiis 
and  Mexico  was  inherited,  as  it  were,  by  the  United  States.  It  left  in 
the  masses  of  Mexico  a  feeling  of  hostility  against  the  gov  .  iment  and 
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the  people  of  the  United  States.  Soon  after  the  conclusion  of  that  war 
raids  were  made  by  Mexicans  upon  the  people  of  Texas.  These  were 
not  formidable  until  1859,  when  Juan  N.  Cortina  gave  them  consistency 
and  respectability  in  the  estimation  of  his  countrymen.  Ho  had  au- 
thority to  raise  men  lor  service  in  Mexico.  He  did  so,  and  at  the  head 
of  50  or  60  followers  he  captured  the  town  of  Brownsville  on  the  morning 
of  September  28, 1859.  He  killed  six  citizens,  broke  open  the  jail  of  Cam- 
eron County,  liberated  the  prisoners,  and  took  arms  and  other  propert3\ 
The  interference  of  General  Carvajal,  of  the  Mexican  service,  and  of 
Don  Miguel  Tijerina,  prevented  Cortina  from  burning  the  place. 

He  defeated  the  citizens  and  a  body  of  Mexican  troops  sent  by  General 
Carvajal  to  occupy  Fort  Brown.  It  was  believed  by  many  that  the 
Mexican  troops  played  false.  He  defeated  the  Texas  State  troops,  and 
mutilated  Xhe  corpses  of  the  killed  in  a  brutal  and  indecent  manner. 
He  fought  the  United  States  troops  and  Texans,  comanded  by  Major 
Heintzelman,  eleven  miles  above  Brownsville,  early  in  December,  1859. 
He  moved  up  the  Eio  Grande  on  the  American  side,  and  laid  waste  one 
hundred  and  twenty  miles  of  frontier.  He  killed  citizens,  plundered 
their  property,  burned  houses  and  fences,  and  carried  cattle,  horses, 
and  other  property  into  Mexico.  He  was  pursued  by  the  regulars  and 
rangers,  and  defeated,  with  considerable  loss,  at  Rio  Grande  City, 
December  27,  1859.  He  took  refuge  in  Mexico,  reorganized  his  forces, 
and  marched  down  the  Eio  Grande  on  the  Mexican  side.  He  camped  at 
La  Bolsa,  forty  or  forty-five  miles  above  Matamoros.  He  remained 
there  about  one  month  with  the  well  known  object  of  capturing  the 
American  steamer  Ranchero,  while  on  the  way  from  Rio  Grande  City, 
with  more  than  $300,000  in  money,  and  valuable  property  aboard. 

He  made  the  attempt  to  do  so  early  in  February,  1860.  He  fired  on 
the  boat  and  on  the  Texas  troops  from  the  Mexican  side.  He  killed  a 
sergeant  of  Captain  Ford's  command.  The  rangers  crossed  the  Rio 
Grande  and  defeated  him.  The  next  morning  the  Texas  troops  moved 
down  the  river,  on  the  Mexican  side,  in  order  to  protect  the  Ranchero 
from  attack.  At  Las  Palmas  they  found  a  large  body  of  troops  in  their 
front,  which  proved  to  be  Mexican,  and  on  their  right  another  body, 
which  was  reported  to  belong  to  Cortiua's  command.  During  the  pre- 
ceding month  Cortina  was  in  constant  communication  with  Matamoros, 
and  nothing  was  done  to  restrain  his  hostile  intentions,*  but  it  required 
one  night  only  to  march  nearly  a  thousand  men  from  Matamoros  to  con- 
front the  hated  "gringos."  After  this  there  were  skirmishes  ^it  La  Mesa, 
and  at  one  of  Cortina's  ranches,  about  twenty  miles  from  Matamoros. 
Our  troops  crossed  into  Mexico,  in  pursuance  of  an  order  issued  by 
General  Garcia  by  direction  of  General  Carvajal. 

Cortina  had  risen  from  a  very  questionable  position  to  be  hailed  as  a 
representative  man  in  Mexico.  His  hands  were  red  with  American  blood. 
He  became  a  popular  favorite.  He  was  promoted  rapidly;  was  military 
governor  of  the  State  of  Tamaulipas,  and  a  brigadier-general  in  the  Mexi- 
can army. 

After  the  conclusion  of  the  civil  war  in  the  United  States,  and  the 
occupation  of  the  v<»lley  of  the  Rio  Grande  by  federal  forces,  the  Mexi- 
can town  of  Bagdad  was  captured  by  the  Juaristas.  It  is  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Rio  Grande,  and  the  avenues  of  approach  from  up-river  were  con- 
trolled by  the  imperial  troops  occupying  Matamoros.  In  order  to  obvi- 
ate this,  Juarez's  troops  were  permitted  tocross  into  Texas  above  Browns- 
ville, to  march  over  American  territory,  and  to  recross  into  Mexico  in 
the  vicinity  of  Bagdad.  General  Mejia,  commanding  the  imperialists^ 
set  on  foot  a  plan  to  recapture  Bagdad.     The  Jv\«iT\^V«k^  \i^\^\^^  >i}^^^ 
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conld  not  hold  the  place,  and  abandoned  it.  Sorae  of  tbem  crossed  into 
Texas,  and  moved  itp  the  river.  A  detachment,  commanded  by  Lico- 
tenant  Bamirez,  if  I  remember  rightly,  entered  Salbinito  ranch,  killed 
a  man  or  two,  beat  others  nnmercifally,  and  robbed  the  ranch,  thus 
abnsing  the  hospitality  of  the  United  States.  Two  of  the  party  were 
afterward  caaght,  tried,  and  sent  to  the  Texas  penitentiary  for  life. 

About  this  time  a  clerk  of  Droey,  Oetling  &  Co.,  of  Matamoros,  while 
on  ths  American  side,  was  caught  and  inhumanly  murdered.  A  soldier 
carrying  dispatches  was  killed,  afterwards  a  non-commissioned  officer 
of  a  Wisconsin  regiment  was  killed,  and  his  comrades  took  summar\' 
vengeance.  These  murders  were  committed  by  men  belonging  to  the 
liberal  army  of  Mexico.    This  was  a  fact  disputed  by  no  one. 

The  murder  and  robbery  of  Dr.  Morse,  of  the  United  States  Army, 
occurred  not  far  from  this  time.  Ebenezer  Cobb,  esq.,  was  assassinated 
because  he  informed  who  committed  the  outrages  at  the  Sal>itifto  ranch. 
Witness  warned  him  of  his  danger.  He  started  to  Brownsville  and  was 
pursued  and  killed  near  the  town.  His  widow,  Concepcion  Oobb,  filed 
a  claim  before  the  frontier  commission  and  proved  the  killing  of  berhns- 
band,  the  robbery  of  his  property,  and  the  destruction  of  bis  house  by 
her  own  countrymen,  the  Mexicans.  These  papers  can  be  found  in  the 
State  Department. 

During  1868  witness  took  editorial  charge  of  the  Sentinel,  a  newjfimper 
published  in  Brownsville,  Tex.  He  now  quotes  from  its  colamns  and 
believes  the  facts  stated  to  be  true. 

Saturday,  December  18,  1868,  the  customhouse  at  Olarksville,  Cam- 
eron County,  Texas,  was  taken  and  robbed.  Ins^jtectors  H^mfmonds 
and  Phelps  were  killed.  Inspector  Byan  wottnded.  Hamrixrotids  was 
killed  in  Mrs.  Clarke's  bedroom.  Houses  of  citizens  were  robbed.  The 
trail  made  by  raiders  led  up  the  Bio  Grande  and  th^y  crossed  into  Mexico. 
(S^e  papers  in  Clarke  case,  ifow  in  Staite  Departrtient.) 

Early  in  1869  cattle-stealing  became  prevalent.  The  Sentinel  of  Janu- 
ary 29, 1869,  has  a  notice  of  the  crossing  of  four  droves  into  Mexico,  also 
of  the  fact  that  1,600  head  had  been  crossed  at  Las  Cuevas  within  four 
months  preceding. 

Same,  of  March  15,  1869,  has  notice  of  the  crossing  a  drove  at  Agaa 
Negra,  March  5.  The  cattle  were  seized  by  the  Mexican  custom-house 
authorities  of  Beynosa.  Don  Juan  Trevino  demanded  them  as  the 
property  of  King  &  Kennedy ;  demand  refused ;  cattle  condemned  and 
sold  for  having  been  introduced  into  Mexico  contrary  to  law,  and  pro- 
ceeds paid  into  Mexican  treasury,  or  should  have  been,  notwithstanding 
the  Mexican  collector  of  customs  knew  the  cattle  had  been  stolen  froiti 
Texas  owners  and  driven  into  Mexico  by  thieves.  (See  papers  in  King 
&  Kenedy's  case  before  Mixed  Commission.) 

About  same  time  a  drove  was  crossed  into  Mexico,  below  Brownsville, 
by  a  band  of  ten  men,  armed  with  Sharps'  rifles  and  six-shooters,  and 
commanded  by  Jos6  Maria  Martinez,  a  citizen  of  Mexico.  These  cattle 
were  sold  in  Matamoros,  Mexico. 

Early  in  April,  1869,  raiders  stole  cattle  from  Green  Milst«d,  at  the 
Santa  Maria  ranch,  27  miles  above  Brownsville. 

About  April  20,  1869,  Capt.  Carpio  Garcia  arrested  Crispino  Casus 
and  Vicente  Benavides,  with  forty  bead  ot  stolen  cattle.  The  prisoners 
were  turned  over  to  Judge  Manchaca,  and  held  for  some  time  in  Mata- 
moros, but  I  have  no  recollection  of  their  having  been  punished.  The 
cattle  belonged  to  King  &  Kenedy,  John  McAllen,  and  others.  Captain 
Garcia  had  command  ol  rural  police,  or  some  other  local  force.  He  has- 
friends  and  interests  on  the  Texas  side. 
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NOTICED  In  SENTINEL  OP  APRIL  20,  1869. 

Dionisio  Cardeoas,  butcher,  of  Matarnoros,  boaght  stolen  cattle  to 
feed  to  bis  bogs.  He  bad  one  thousand  bogs.  He  sold  the  bide  for$I 
more  than  be  paid  for  the  beef.  For  a  considerable  length  of  time  the 
meat  of  a  beef  could  be  bought  on  the  Mexican  side  for  62^  cents. 
The  average  price  of  hides,  $4.50  each. 

It  was  asserted  in  the  Texas  newspapers,  and  never  publicly  denied, 
that  sixty  beeves  were  slaughtered  daily  in  Mafainoros  and  vicinity ; 
that  forty  of  those  beeves  were  stolen  from  Texas  owners. 

An  estimate,  made  by  a  gentleman,  published  in  the  Sentinel  of  April 
27,  1869,  was  to  the  efifect  that  the  towns  on  the  Mexican  side  of  the 
Kio  Grande,  and  the  large  ranches  in  the  valley  of  that  stream,  con- 
sumed yearly  86,400  beeves  stolen  from  Texas. 

The  Observador  and  other  Mexican  newspapers  published  articles 
concerning  the  raids.    Their  existence  was  undeniable. 

In  May,  1869,  citizens  of  Texas  petitioned  Judge  Manchaca,  of  Ma- 
tarnoros, Mexico,  to  use  his  official  power  and  his  influence  to  stop  cat- 
tle-stealing. Judge  Basse,  of  the  district  court  of  Texas,  indorsed  the 
petition. 

Sentinel  of  May  18, 1869,  has  notice  of  the  seizure  of  cattle  by  Mexi- 
can customhouse  guards.  They  were  condemned  and  sold  by  Andres 
Muguerza,  collector  of  customs,  Eeynosa,  Mexico,  on  charge  that  they 
had  been  introduced  into  Mexico  in  violation  of  law.  The  animals  be- 
longed to  Hale  &  Parker,  King  &  Kenedy,  and  others.  They  were  de- 
manded by  agent  of  owners.  (See  case  of  Hale  &  Parker  before  Mixed 
Gommission.) 

About  this  time  Judge  Basse,  Major  Boone,  of  internal-revenue  de- 
partment, and  Mr.  D.  Kernaghan,  reported  the  presence  of  armed  bands 
of  Mexicans  in  Texas,  above  Brownsville.    One  baud  was  forty  strong. 

May  26,  1869,  body  of  Frank  Dupont,  insfiector  of  customs,  district 
of  Brazos  Santiago^  Tex.',  was  taken  from  the  Rio  Grande.  He  had  been 
killed  and  thrown  into  the  river. 

In  August,  1869,  General  Euelas,  Prajedis  Uribe,  and  Manuel  Trevino 
recaptured  twenty-four  head  stolen  cattle  at  Tulosa  ranch,  below  Browns- 
ville.   General  Buelas  was  an  adherent  of  Maximilian  and  a  refugee. 

August  10,  1869,  General  Ruelas  charged  band  of  ten  raiders;  their 
guns  missed  Are,  and  they  abaudoned  herd,  though  they  had  crossed 
part  of  them  into  Mexico.    The  cattle  had  American  brands. 

In  latter  part  of  this  month  cattle  were  crossed  into  Mexico  at  La 
Bolsa  and  Santa  Maria;  some  of  them  bogged  and  were  skinned  alive. 

Three  thousand  head  stolen  cattle  were  crossed  into  Mexico  at  the 
Cuevas  ranch  during  this  month. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  month  General  Glitz,  commanding  Fort 
Brown,  &c.,  sent  Lieutenants  Vernon  and  Lynch  with  a  cavalry  force 
to  scour  the  country  and  capture  raiders.  They  were  accompanied  by 
citizens;  some  o'f  the  latter  were  authorized  to  act  as  inspectors  of 
hides  and  animals  and  to  make  arrests  as  deputy  sherifl's.  Citizens 
recaptured  sixty- six  stolen  cattle  and  eleven  horses  and  made  two 
prisoners.  (See  reports  of  General  Glitz  in  War  Department.)  The 
force  visited  many  ranches  in  Cameron  and  Hidalgo  Couqties.  They 
ascertained  citizens  were  much  excited  by  their  losses  and  banded 
together.  In  these  operations  Mexican-born  stock  raisers  took  a  part. 
Seven  or  eight  reputed  raiders  were  killed. 

The  party  sent  out  by  General  Clitz  took  no  part  in  the  killing,  nor 
did  they  see  the  men  who  did  it. 
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By  Mr.  Williams: 

Q.  How  does  the  general  couditiou  of  things  on  the  border  below 
Laredo  daring  the  last  ten  or  twelve  months  eorapare  with  its  condition 
during  the  three  years  previous  to  that  timet — A.  There  is  not  so  much 
stealing  now  as  there  was  then,  for  the  simple  reason  that  there  is 
nothing  there  to  steal. 

Adjourned. 

Washington,  D.  0.,  January  24, 1878. 

Examination  of  John  S.  Ford  continued. 

By  Mr.  Schleicher: 

Q.  What  is  the  nature  of  the  authority  of  the  federal  government  of 
Mexico  on  that  border! — A.  My  opinion  is  that  the  Mexican  Goveru- 
ment  is  not  altogther  powerless,  but  is  nearly  so,  in  those  border  States. 

Q.  And  the  power  that  we  really  have  to  deal  with  is  the  local 
power! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Of  what  does  that  local  power  consist! — A.  It  consists  of  the 
government  of  the  States  and  of  the  officers  appointed  by  the  federal 
government  on  duty  there  and  who  are  men  living  there. 

Q.  Are  any  officers  elected  by  the  people  ! — ^A.  Yes ;  the  members  of 
Congress  and  others  are  elected  by  the  people,  and  the  governor  is 
elected  by  the  people. 

Q.  How  are  the  judges  appointed! — A.  Either  by  the  governor  or 
by  the  legislature,  1  do  not  recollect  which. 

Q.  During  all  this  time  have  the  local  authorities  there  made  any 
efforts  to  check  this  raiding  or  to  return  stolen  property  ! — A.  In  1869, 
a  judge  of  the  district  court  of  Matamoros,  Manchaca,  took  a  stand 
against  cattle-stealing  and  endeavored  to  suppress  it.  He  permjtted 
the  Americans  to  appoint  two  agents  to  go  over  there  and  represent  the 
cattle  interests,  and  Mr.  Shedd  and  Mr.  Klein  were  sent  over  from  the 
stock  association.  Shedd  had  been  lieutenant  in  the  United  States 
Army  during  the  war,  and  Klein  had  been  county  clerk  of  (vameron 
County.  Manchaca  gave  them  authority  to  examine  the  hide-yards  ia 
Matamoros.  That  authority  was  openly  resisted  and  the  public  senti- 
ment was  so  opposed  to  anything  of  that  kind  that  Manchaca  was  even^ 
ually  forced  to  resign,  and  the  agents  were  notified  by  his  successor  that 
they  had  better  return  to  this  side  of  the  river.  The  elections  in  that 
year  for  the  state  authorities  of  Matamoros  were  carried  by  the  friends 
of  the  raiders,  and  the  officers  who  were  elected  were  known  to  be  favor- 
able to  raids.  General  Palacios,  at  a  subsequent  period,  did  something 
toward  stopping  cattle-raiding.  He  made  a  communication  to  General 
McCook  on  the  subject,  and  he  waited  upon  him  and  had  a  conversation, 
which  I  heard  General  McCook  repeat.  The  puri)ort  of  the  conversa- 
tion was  about  this :  that  he,  Palacios,  was  in  command  of  the  plaza  in 
Matamoros,  but  that  Cortina  had  a  sort  of  roving  command  outside,  and 
that  he,  Palacios,  could  not  control  Cortina  at  all ;  that  he  was  very 
anxious  to  stop  cattle-thieving,  but  that  it  was  impossible  to  do  it  while 
a  brigadier-general  of  the  Mexican  army  was  there  encouraging  and 
aiding.  In  1870  I  waited  upon  General  Cortina,  in  company  with  Lieu- 
tenant Burke,  of  the  State  police,  and  Cortina  entered  into  an  agreement 
with  us  to  help  in  arresting  men  who  stole  cattle  on  this  side.  He  as- 
sured Burke  that  all  he  had  to  do  was  to  point  out  the  cattle-thief  and 
he,  Cortina,  would  hang  him.  He  did  hang  four  men,  and  led  us  to 
believe  that  they  were  cat  tie- thieves;  but  we  afterward  ascertained 
that  these  men  had  been  stealing  on  the  other  side,  and  that  he  hung 
them  on  the  ground  that  it  was  a  great  offense  to  steal,  on  that  side 
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T^hile  the  gringos  had  so  mnch  that  they  could  get  on  the  other  side. 
Cortina  led  the  stock-owners  to  believe  that  he  was  commanding  in  good 
faith,  and  he  actually  induced  some  of  the  most  prominent  cattle-owners 
in  Texas  to  sign  a  petition  to  General  Thomas  E.  Deviu  asking  for  his 
pardon,  as  he  stands  indicted  in  the  State  of  Texas  for  murder,  theft, 
robbing  the  mails,  and  other  like  offenses  (the  indictments  numbering 
between  twenty-five  and  thirty).  It  was  afterward  ascertained  that 
instead  of  Cortina  being  a  friend  of  the  cattle-owners,  he  was  the  head- 
center  of  the  cattle-thieves.  At  one  time  the  mayor,  or  first  alcalde,  of 
Matamoros,  issued  a  circular  order  in  relation  to  cattle-stealing  and  at- 
tempted to  stop  it,  but  he  did  not  succeed.  His  family  have  a  cattle 
ranch  on  this  side  and  the  thieves  had  got  to  stealing  from  them. 

Q.  Have  you  anything  more  to  state  on  the  subject  of  the  position  of 
the  Mexican  authorities  toward  these  raiders? — A.  I  may  premise  by 
Saying  that  Mexico  is  in  the  hands  of  professional  revolutionists.  You 
may  take  up  a  newspaper  and  read  of  a  revolution  that  happened  some 
years  ago,  and  then  you  may  refer  to  papers  in  reference  to  the  revolu- 
tion that  is,  and  you  will  see  the  same  names  figure.  These  men  take 
advantage  of  popular  outbreaks  to  levy  forced  loans  and  to  oppress 
property,  professedly  for  the  good  of  the  cause,  but  the  most  of  the 
money  goes  into  their  own  pockets.  Some  of  them,  when  change  of  gov- 
ernment occurs,  are  absorbed  into  the  new  government  and  get  places 
under  it,  but  the  outsiders  generally  manage  to  pronounce  as  soon  as 
the  money  which  they  have  previously  stolt^n  gives  out.  These  things 
affect  the  state  governments  as  well  as  the  supreme  government  of 
Mexico,  and  there  are  Irequent  revolutions  in  a  State  resulting  from  elec- 
tions. The^e  revolutions  have  occurred  in  Tamaulipas,  ^uevo  Leon,  and 
different  other  states  at  dift'erent  times. 

Q.  State  something  about  the  nature  of  these  forced  loans  and  what 
they  really  mean. — A.  Forced  loans  are  prohibited  under  the  present 
constitution  of  Mexico,  but  they  are  practiced  all  the  same.  The  prac- 
tice is  just  simply  this:  A  revolutionary  leader  gets  possession  of  a 
town.  He  has  got  no  money,  and  he  pretends  that  he  is  obliged  to  have 
so  many  dollars  to  run  his  command,  and  that  if  he  does  not  get  the 
money  he  will  not  be  responsible  for  the  consequences.  That  forced  loan 
is  made  up  at  great  sacrifice.  He  calls  for  so  much  money,  and  the  au- 
thorities of  the  town  then  hold  a  meeting  and  assess  every  man  so  much 
acxsording  to  his  means,  and  the  money  is  made  up  in  that  way. 

Q.  By  what  means  are  those  forced  loans  generally  enforced  ? — A.  By 
the  bayonet.  For  instance,  if  a  merchant  retuses  to  pay,  they  take  pos- 
session of  his  store,  break  it  open  and  sell  the  goods.  When  the  houses 
of  American  merchants  were  broken  open  in  Matampros,  their  goods 
were  sold  for  almost  nothing.  For  instance,  a  box  of  sardines,  about 
six  dozen  cans,  was  sold  for  75  cents.  In  Mier  a  forced  loan  was  levied, 
and  it  was  understood  and  known  that  in  some  cases  they  took  the  roof 
off  a  man's  house  who  did  not  pay. 

Q.  Have  yon  ever  known  cases  where  they  shot  men  who  refused  to 
pay  forced  loans  f — A.  I  have  heard  of  a  number  of  such  cases,  and  I 
can  give  you  the  name  of  one  man — De  Leon — who  was  shot  because  he 
refused  to  loan  money  to  a  leader  of  the  revolutionary  party. 

Q.  What  is  the  interpretation  given  on  the  other  side  to  the  extradi- 
tion treaty  f — A.  The  interpretation  is  that  they  are  not  compelled  to 
give  up  any  Mexican  citizen  under  it,  and  that  is  the  interpretation 
that  seems  to  have  been  put  upon  it  by  Mr.  Diaz.  He  does  not  say  so 
iu  so  many  words,  but  he  knows  that  the  State  authorities  have  refused 
to  arrest  and  surrender  the  raiders  on  a  demand  properly  vaia>v!L&*V^>^  ^n^ 
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extradition  commissioner,  and  he  knows  that  the  citizens  of  his  gov- 
ernment have  been  setting  on  foot  expeditions  to  marder  citizens  in 
Texas  and  to  plunder  their  property  ;  and  yet  when  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  under  the  plain  letter  of  internacioual  law,  directs 
its  forces  to  cross  the  Bio  Grande  and  to  break  up  these  combinations 
or  to  arrest  the  raiders,  Diaz  issues  an  order  to  his  officers  to  repel 
force  by  force,  and  he  treats  that  action  of  the  United  St^ites  Govern- 
ment as  a  cause  of  war.  That  I  consider  as  his  interpretation  of  the 
treaty.  In  other  words,  his  interpretation  6f  it  is  that  no  matter  what 
a  man  born  in  Mexico  may  do  in  the  United  States,  as  soon  as  be 
reaches  Mexico  the  flag  covers  him  and  protects  him. 
•  Q.  Do  the  local  Mexican  courts  take  cognizance  of  any  cases  of  crime 
committed  by  Mexicans  in  Texas  f — A.  In  a  few  instances — but  a  very 
few.  Once  in  a  while  they  take  a  man  who  has  no  friends  and  no 
money,  and  they  will  deliver  him  over. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  known  a  case  of  that  kind  f — A.  Yes  ;  they  turned 
over  a  man  who  was  implicated  in  the  murder  of  Swift  and  his  wife. 
Cortina  himself  turned  him  over;  but  it  was  understood  that  it  was 
for  a  consideration  of  $2,000.  Eecently  General  Canales  surrendered 
three  of  the  men  who  were  engaged  in  the  raid  on  the  jail  of  Starr 
County ;  but  it  was  understood  at  Brownsville  that  the  reason  of  his 
doin^  so  was  that  it  had  been  telegraphed  there  that  General  Alvarez 
had  embarked  at  Vera  Cruz  with  a  force  of  1,600  regular  soldiers,  and 
that  it  was  bis  intention  to  compel  obedience  to  the  orders  of  Diaz. 
These  troops,  however,  did  not  coipe.  Canales  surrendered  the  three 
prisoners,  and  General  Trevinoaud  other  high  officials  immediately  re- 
signed, their  resignations  being  understood  to  be  made  as  a  concession 
to  public  sentiment  and  as  a  protest  as:ainst  the  order  of  Diaz.  Imme- 
diately afterward,  when  the  sheriff  of  Hidalgo  County  went  to  Mata- 
moros  for  the  purpose  of  identifying  and  receiving  five  prisoners  that 
were  held  there  charged  with  murder  in  Hidalgo  County,  the  extradi- 
tion commissioner  refused  to  let  him  see  them,  and  told  him  that  the 
Americans  had  already  got  three  prisoners  and  onght  to  be  satisfied, 
and  that  if  they  expected  any  more  they  would  have  to  get  them  in 
some  other  way.  That  is  the  last  declaration  that  has  come  on  that 
subject. 

Q.  What  do  you  know  about  the  imprisonment  of  Amencans  over 
there? — A.  John  J.  Smith,  formerly  captain  in  the  Union  Army,  was 
arrested  in  Mexico.  At  the  time  that  he  was  arrested  he  was  a  deputy 
inspector  of  bides  and  animals  in  the  county  of  Cameron,  and  he  went 
to  Matamoros  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  some  fees  from  merchants  on 
that  side.  He  was  met  on  the  square  at  Matamoros,  arrested,  and  im- 
prisoned. It  was  given  out  that  he  was  charged  with  being  a  spy,  but 
as  far  as  can  be  ascertained  there  never  was  any  specific  charge  made 
against  him,  and  the  military  r^ommission  that  examine^l  him  did  not 
succeed  in  eliciting  any  evidence.  There  were  some  affidavits  taken  by 
Casinivro  Castro,  the  Mexican  consul  at  Brownsville,  which  were  ex- 
hibited on  the  examination,  but  the  parties  whose  names  were  attached 
to  them  swore  that  they  had  nev^er  made  such  affidavits,  and  one  of 
them,  whose  name  was  attached  with  a  cross,  said  that  he  could  write 
himself.  There  was  an  attempt  afterward  to  indict  Castro  on  this  side 
for  forgery.  Smith,  notwithstanding  this,  was  held  over  two  months  in 
prison,  part  of  the  time  in  irons,  and  was  treated  with  all  sorts  of  in- 
dignities. This,  and  the  fact  that  the  United  States  Government  did 
not  use  force  to  get  him  back,  did  more  to  lower  American  influence  on 
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the  Eio  Grande  and  to  injure  the  prestige  of  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment than  almost  anything  that  has  ever  happened. 

Q.  Were  any  appeals  made  to  the  military  commandants  there f — A. 
I  understood  so ;  but  the  understanding  was  there  that  the  act  was 
indorsed  by  the  commander  of  Fort  Brown. 

Q.  Why  T — A.  He  and  Smith  had  had  a  misunderstanding,  and  I  can 
only  say  what  happened  from  being  told  by  both  parties  and  from  hav- 
ing  seen  the  thing  published.  It  seems  that  a  party  of  Mexican  police 
came  to  this  side  of  the  river,  accom|)anied  by  a  military  guard  and 
some  others  from  some  distance  above  Brownsville,  and  went  to  a  ranch 
which  is  claimed  to  be  in  Mexico  (being  cut  off  by  the  river,  the  river 
having  run  around  and  thrown  this  ranch  over  to  the  Mexican  side) 
and  made  an  arrest,  brought  the  prisoner  down  on  the  American  side 
and  crossed  him  over  to  Matamoros  during  the  night.  The  citizens  of 
Brownsville  were  very  much  incensed  about  this,  and  held  a  public  meet- 
ing, in  which  they  denounced  the  act  as*  kidnaping.  This  offended 
General  Devin  very  much,  and  a  few  days  afterward  Smith  went  into 
Fort  Brown  and  was  ordered  out  by  General  Devin.  Some  words  en- 
sued, and  Smith  publi^^ed  an  account  of  the  matter,  in  which  he  prob- 
ably called  General  Devin  a  simpleton,  or  a  fool,  or  something  like  that. 

Q.  Were  you  in  Brownsville  when  General  Benavides  came  over  from 
Matamoros  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  understood  to  be  the  cause  of  his  leaving  Matamoros  f — 
A.  It  was  understood  that  he  did  not  feel  safe  in  Matamoros.  He  had 
had  a  row  with  Cauales  and  he  thought  he  was  not  perfectly  safe  on 
that  side,  and  so  he  came  over  during  the  night. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  Diaz,  when  he  started  his  revolution 
on  this  side  at  Brownsville,  borrowing  money  for  th0  purpose  from  Cor- 
tiuas's  family ? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  saw  General  Dioz  in  Brownsville  just 
across  the  street  from  where  I  lived.  I  went  over  and  talked  with  him 
a  considerable  length  of  time,  and  questioned  him  in  reference  to  what 
his  policy  would  be,  in  the  event  of  bis  success,  in  regard  to  the  raids. 
He  promised  that  he  would  check  them,  and  in  that  manner  there  was 
a  communication  established  between  us,  and  he  told  me  a  good  many 
things.  I  know  that  he  borrowed  money  from  Savas  Cabasas,  a  half- 
brother  of  General  Cortina,  for  the  puri)ose  of  organizing  a  force,  as  he 
said,  on  the  otber  side.  Caba^ias  lent  him  between  $30,000  and  $50,000. 
Diaz  began  his  revolution  and  took  Matamoros^  and  after  he  had  suc- 
ceeded Cabasas  attempted  to  collect  his  money  and  found  it  necessary 
to  go  to  the  city  of  Mexico.  He  expected  to  be  gone  one  montb,  but 
when  I  left  home  he  had  been  gone  three  or  four  months.  He  wrote 
back  that  they  were  putting  him  off  from  day  to  day,  and  eventually 
he  was  arrested.  Cortina  himself  sold  his  cattle  and  paid  debts  which 
Diaz  had  contracted  there  during  the  Diaz  revolution. 

Q.  And  was  saved  from  being  shot,  was  he  not  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

'  The  statement  was  put  in  evidence,  and  is  as  follows : 

By  Mr.  Williams: 

Q.  From  what  yoa  know  of  the  condition  of  things  on  the  border,  would  it  orwonld 
it  not  in  yoar  judgment  be  a  good  policy  on  the  part  of  our  government  to  recognize 
the  Diaz  government? — A.  I  think  it  would  be  good  policy  to  recognize  the  Diaz  gov- 
ernmeut.  I  would  not  say  to  do  so  at  present,  but  in  the  event  of  his  being  strong 
enough  to  do  what  he  has  pledged  himself  to  do — that  is  to  suppress  raiders. 

Q.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  hisstrength  aad  ability  to  do  itf — A.  At  prasent  I  do 
not  think  he  oou  d  do  it;  but  whether  recognition  by  the  United  States  Government 
would  have  sufficient  moral  effect  to  increase  his  power.  I  cannot  say. 

Q.  What  is  your  opinion  on  that  subject? — A.  It  would  certainly  increafiA\3L\«k'^^^vs^. 
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By  Mr.  Forney  : 

Q.  Would  not  the  Mexican  people  have  more  confidence  in  the  stability  of  the  Dias 
government  if  onr  government  shunid  recognize  it  f — A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  Tben^  confidence  being  restored,  would  not  that  give  it  greater  power,  and  greater 
capacity  to  aid  and  assist  onr  government  in  suppressing  those  raids  T — A.  That  is  a 
bard  question  to  answer;  that  would  involve  a  declaration  on  my  part  that  I  think 
those  raids  would  be  suppressed  by  the  Mexican  authorities ;  I  think  that  is  very  doubt- 
ful ;  I  do  not  think  that  any  government  in  Mexico  would  have  strength  enough  to  sup- 
press those  raids  without  really  applying  martial  law  and  executing  the  thieves  engaged 
m  them. 

Q.  How  can  these  raids  be  suppressed  7 — ^A.  By  force. 

Q.  Suppose  the  two  governments  should  unite,  could  it  not  be  easily  done  then  f— A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Would  not  a  force  of  2,500  men  on  onr  side  and  an  equal  number  on  the  Mexieaa 
side  check  raiding  if  the  government  went  at  it  in  earnest  f — A.  That  requires  some  lit- 
tle explanation ;  the  Mexican  army  is  principally  made  up  of  men  who  have  been  im- 
pressed or  taken  out  of  jail,  and  consequently  it  is  made  up  of  the  worst  classes  of 
society  ;  yon  may  talk  of  their  being  volunteers,  but  you  will  find  a  good  many  of  them 
in  chains ;  they  are  simply  impressed ;  these  men  will  desert  whenever  they  get  an 
opportunity ;  it  was  understood  at  one  time,  recently,  that  2,500  regular  Mexican  troops 
were  to  be  sent  to  the  Rio  Grande,  and  t  he  declaration  in  Texas  then  was,  **  We  shall  have 
2.500  more  thieves )"  these  men  desert  and  come  to  this  side,  and  make  the  worst  possi- 
ble population  that  can  be  inflicted  upon  us ;  there  is  the  danger.  Then,  again,  I  do  not 
care  on  what  pretext  the  United  States  troops  are  sent  intorMexico,  if  they  remain  there 
any  length  of  time  they  will  be  fired  upon  by  the  people  or  some  armed  force ;  the  Mex- 
icans' hate  for  us  is  so  great  that  they  will  not  tolerate  our  presence  on  their  soil,  except 
as  enemies. 

Q.  Even  in  co  operation  with  their  own  government  T — A.  Even  in  oo-operation  with 
their  own  government;  General  Carvigal  was  a  very  popular  man,  but  he  never  suc- 
ceeded in  anything,  because  they  said  he  was  a  *'  gringado,^  that  is,  he  was  American- 
ized. 

By  Mr.  Schleicher  : 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  there  will  be  for  some  time  to  come  any  federal  government 
in  Mexico  under  Diaz  er  anybody  else  of  which  you  can  say  that  it  can  spare  troops 
away  from  the  difficulties  which  are  constantly  arising  in  order  to  send  them  to  the 
frontier?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Is  there  anything  that  would  justify  us  in  lettiufl^  onr  people  depend  upon  the 
protection  which  the  Mexican  Government  can  give  against  raiding f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Is  it  not  necessary  to  rely  entirely  on  what  we  do  ourselves? — A.  Yes,  sir;  the 
regular  army  in  Mexico  is  frequently  used  for  the  purpose  of  deciding  electious.  There 
was  a  force  in  Monterey  not  long  ago^  and  the  commander  of  it  said  in  a  conversation 
with  Senator  Dwyer,  of  San  Antonio  (who  is  himself  a  half  Mexican),  that  in  the  event 
of  those  troops  being  removed  from  Monterey  the  approaching  election  in  the  State  of 
Nnevo  L^on  would  be  against  the  then  President;  the  troops  are  used  for  the  purpose 
of  keeping  the  revolutionary  elements  in  a  state  of  quiet;  they  are  used  against  the 
States,  and  if  President  Diaz  were  to  send  2,500  troops  to  the  Rio  Grande  with  the 
avowed  purpose  of  aiding  in  suppressing  raids,  that  would  be  made  a  cause  of  com- 
plaint and  of  probable  revolution  against  the  government. 

By  Mr.  Williams  : 

Q.  Then  the  popular  opinion  on  that  border  is  against  the  suppression  of  raids? — A. 
They  would  charge  all  over  Mexico  that  Diaz  was  dictated  to  and  controlled  by  the 
Americans,  and  that  would  be  sufficient  to  unseat  him. 

By  Mr,  Schleicher  : 

Q.  Have  you  said  that  within  the  last  year  the  raids  on  the  Lower  Rio  Grande  have 
not  been  so  frequent  or  on  so  grand  a  scale  as  they  were  formerly  ? — A.  They  have  not 
been. 

Q.  Before  that,  and  during  the  worst  time  of  the  raids,  were  not  the  diplomatic  re- 
lations between  the  two  governments  always  of  the  friendliest  kind,  and  was  not  the 
Mexican  Government  always  rec<ignized  by  our  government? — A.  Yes,  sir;  even  at 
the  very  time  of  the  worst  raiding  the  Mexican  Government  was  receiving  all  kinds 
of  favors  from  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and,  as  far  as  I  know,  there  was 
the  most  perfect  good  feeling  between  the  two  governments.  Very  frequently  there 
would  be  a  raid  on  the  Rio  Grande,  and  the  American  minister  at  Mexico  would  state 
tbat  he  bad  assurances  from  the  Mexican  Government  that  no  such  thing  had  happened. 
The  raids  now  are  not  so  frequent  as  they  were  formerly,  for  the  reason  tbat  there  is 
very  little  left  to  steal.  Heretofore,  in  traveling  northward  from  Brownsville,  you 
could  see  hundreds  and  thousands  of  cattle  and  a  great  many  horses,  but  in  September 
last  I  crossed  over  tbat  oouuU^  iuoouv^aa^  with  Lieutenant  King,  of  the  United  States 
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Army,  and  we  calculated  that  in  a  distance  of  aboot  110  miles  in  Cameron  and  Nueces 
Counties  we  had  not  seen  30  cattle  grazing. 

By  Mr.  Williams  : 

Q.  Supposing  we  postpone  the  rooognition  of  the  Diaz  government,  what,  in  your 
opinioDy  wouUl  be  the  effect  of  that  on  the  stability  and  strength  of  that  govern- 
ment f — A.  I  do  not  think  it  would  make  a  great  deal  of  difference  in  its  stability,  for 
the  general  opinion  is  that  Diaz  will  nob  serve  out  his  term,  but  will  be  driveu  out  any- 
how. 

Q.  How  long  is  his  term  f — A.  Not  quite  four  years.  I  have  taken  a  good  deal  of  pains 
to  inform  myself  on  that  subject.  I  recently  traveled  200  miles  along  the  Rio  Grande 
and  back  on  the  Mexican  side,  and  bad  an  opportunity  of  ascertaining  the  seutiinent 
of  the  Mexican  people.  I  find  that  there  is  an  undercurrent  setting  in  against  Diaz, 
on  the  ground  that  he  is  not  a  statesman,  while  Lierdo  was  a  cunning  lawyer  and  a 
statesman  and  astute  diplomatist.  They  say  that  the  United  States  could  not  pull  the 
wool  over  Lerdo's  eyes  as  they  have  been  doing  over  Diaz's ;  that  feeling  exists,  I 
understand,  all  over  Mexico. 

Q.  Does  that  grow  out  of  Diazfs  friendliness  to  the  United  States  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Schlbichbr: 

Q.  Do  you  not  think  that  this  war  talk  in  the  Mexican  newspapers  and  in  Mexico  has 
had  the  effect  of  strengthening  Diaz  and  preventing  a  revolution  r — A.  Our  understand- 
ing is  simply  this,  that  notwithstanding  Diaz  has  issued  that  order  to  repel  force  by 
force,  he  is  at  heart  in  favor  of  suppressing  these  raids,  and  would  do  all  that  he  can 
for  that  purpose ;.  but  that  he  issued  that  order  with  the  view  of  sustaining  himself 
with  the  Mexican  people. 

Q.  I  have  here  a  statement  of  the  Cortina  raid,  signed  by  sixteen  cit- 
izens of  Brownsville,  two  of  them  being  Mexicans  and  fourteen  Amer- 
icans, and  I  see  your  name  second  on  the  list.  Do  yoa  accept  that  as 
part  of  your  testimony  now  f — A.  Yea,  sir. 

The  following  is  the  report  verified  by  the  witness  and  ordered  to  be 
made  part  of  his  testimony: 

REPORT  OF  THE  PERMANENT  COMMITTEE,  APPOINTED  AT  A  MEETING  OF 
THE  CITIZENS  OF  BROWNSVILLE,  TEX.,  APRIL  17,  liJ75. 

PREUMIKARY  REMARKS. 

The  permanent  committee,  to  which  was  referred  the  matter  of  the  recent  misrepre- 
sentations made  by  Seflor  Mariscal.  the  minister  of  the  Repnblic  of  Mexico  ar,  Wash- 
ington, in  regard  to  the  Rio  Grande  frontier,  whose  coi^espondence  on  the  si^ect  we 
attribate  to  incorrect  information  of  onr  true  condition  on  his  part,  beg  leaver  report 
that,  in  order  that  our  government  may  be  correctly  informed  on  the  subject,  it  will 
be  necessary  to  present  a  brief  review  of  the  history  of  the  frontier  from  the  adoption  of 
the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  and  the  final  settlement  of  the  Rio  Grande  as  the  co- 
terminous boundary  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico,  and  to  give  an  account  of 
all  known  causes  of  complaint  that  have  arisen  between  the  people  inhabiting  the  op- 
posite banks  of  the  Rio  Grande,  which  duty  we  shall  endeavor  to  perform  fairly,  cor- 
rectly, and  without  prejudice. 

In  this  investigation  your  committee  has  confined  itself  to  the  territory  embraced  in 
the  couLties  of  Cameron,  Duval,  Enciual,  Hidalgo,  Starr,  Webb,  and  Zapata,  these  lim- 
its being  nearly  40,000  square  miles  in  extent,  with  a  population,  according  to  the  cen- 
sus of  1870,  of  27,128  inhabitants,  equal  in  area,  but  not  in  population,  to  the  great 
State  of  Ohio.  It  would  involve  too  much  delay  and  expense  to  extend  onr  inquiries 
beyond  this  section  ;  and  a  more  extended  investigation  is  rendered  partially  unneces- 
sary from  the  fact  that  the  principal  causes  of  complaint  existing  have  originated  with- 
•  in  the  boundaries  specified  and  the  Mexican  territory  adjacent  on  the  right  bank  of  the 

Rio  Grande. 

•  •••••• 

NEW  OUTRAGES. 

Since  the  report  of  the  commissioners  to  Texas  was  made  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
and  laid  before  Congress,  new  and  startling  outrages  have  been  perpetrated,  which  we 
now  proceed  to  notice.  These  new  outrages  sustain  all  the  facts  set  forth  in  the  fore- 
going portion  of  our  report,  and  present  new  evidence  of  the  thorough  organization  of 
the  banditti  operating  from  Mexico  against  this  section  of  our  country,  and  of  the  do^- 
termination  of  the  secret  society,  organized  by  Coilviia  Vu  \^^,  ^^  \a  ^:sAj^\\sivc^^\Rk  SX!l^>x 
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.tyrants."  It  will  be  Reen  that  this  fixed  resolve  is  being  carried  oot  with  relentlefls 
ferocity.  We  only  present  for  consideration  that  class  of  outrages  that  fthow  combi- 
nation and  organization  on  the  part  of  the  perpetrators,  origiuatiug  and  proceeding 
from  Mexican  territory,  leaving  oat  of  view  entirely  those  outrages  or  crimes  to  which 
every  society  is  subject,  many  of  which  might  be  traced  to  the  same  aoorce  with  those 
thatwe  shall  notice. 

I.  During  the  months  of  March  and  April,  1873,  Alberto  Garza,  a  notorious  outlaw 
from  Guerrero,  Mexico,  with  a  party  of  cat  tie- thieves,  crossed  to  this  side  of  the  Rio 
Grande,  and  located  himself  near  Piedrus  Pinta^,  in  Duval  County,  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  which  there  are  dense  thickets,  affording  means  of  concealment,  where  lie  eu- 
gaged  regularly  and  systematically  in  killing  and  skinning  cattle.  On  the  I9thuf 
April  he  offered  two  hundred  hides  for  sale  at  Piedras  P*ntas  that  had  just  been  taken 
frum  the  cattle  on  the  range.  And  it  was  not  until  the  owners  of  the  cattle  collected 
in  force  that  he  retreated  to  Mexico. 

II.  On  the  bth  day  of  June,  1873,  the  United  States  custom-house  or  depnty  collect- 
or's office,  at  Carrizo,  in  Zapata  County,  was  robbed  by  a  party  of  Mexicans. 

III.  On  the  6tb  of  July,  1673,  Dr.  J.  C.  Crocker  was  niuidered  and  robbed  by  an 
organized  band  of  Mexicans  about  fifteen  miles  west  of  Captain  King's  rauch,  in  Nae- 
ces  County. 

IV.  On  the  7th  of  November,  1873,  the  store  of  R.  Schubert,  a  merchant  at  Concep- 
ciou,  in  Duval  County,  was  entered  by  a  party  of  twenty  or  thirty  armed  Mexicans, 
who  overpowered  Scbubert  and  his  clerks,  and  gutted  his  store,  taking  between  I'^j.^OO 
and  $.3,000  in  money,  besides  arms,  goods,  dec,  with  which  they  recrossed  into  Mexico, 
at  the  ranch  of  Las  Cnevas,  in  the  Tower  edge  of  Starr  County. 

V.  On  November  30,  1873,  Henry  Grey,  a  sou  of  E.  N.  Grey,  of  Concepcion,  Duval 
County,  was  killed  by  a  party  of  ludiaiiS  and  Mexicans.  The  same  party  killed,  in  all 
their  raid,  twenty-four  men,  and  wounded  fifteen,  Mexican  herdsmen  id  Duval  and 
Webb  Counties,  and  stole  between  seventy-five  and  one  hundred  head  of  horsee,  and 
scattered  the  sheep-stock  of  the  country  so  that  the  owners  sufifered  great  loss.  G.  W. 
Sank,  recently  killed  in  the  Corpus  Christi  raid  by  another  party  of  Mexicans,  was 
wounded  by  this  party.  Don  Hypolito  Mendiola  was  kiiled  at  his  ranch  near  Laredo, 
This  party  was  pursued  by  Captain  Refugio  Benavides,  of  Webb  County,  and  one  of 
them,  an  old  Mexican,  was  wounded  and  captured.  The  rest  fled  and  found  refuge  in 
Mexico,  from  whence  they  came  upon  this  raid. 

VI.  On  May  5,  1874,  a  young  man  by  the  name  of  Wat«on,  traveling  with  two  com- 
panions, was  ti«  d  up  with  his  companions  and  robbed  by  a  party  of  armed  Mexicans 
about  twenty-five  miles  from  Corpus  Christi,  Nueces  County. 

VII.  John  Albeitson,  traveling  from  Brownsville,  Texas,  to  Corpus  Christi,  was,  on 
the  3d  of  February,  1874,  tied  up  with  the  members  of  his  family  and  robbed,  in  the 
upper  i)art  of  Cameron  County,  by  a  party  of  armed  Mexicans,  and  his  wife  was  sub- 
jected to  the  most  horrible  outrage  by  members  of  this  baud  of  robbers. 

VIII.  On  May  5,  1H74,  a  Frenchman  named  Martinet  was  tied  and  robbed  of  about 
$1,800  by  a  party  of  armed  Mexicans  between  the  Olmito  and  Lampasitos  ranches, 
about  seventy-five  miles  southwest  of  Corpus  Christi. 

IX.  On  May  9,  1874,  a  pai-ty  of  twenty-five  to  thirty  armed  Mexicans  appealed  at  the 
ranch  of  Pefiescal,  near  the  line  of  Nueces  and  Cameron  Counties,  and  not  very  far 
distant  from  the  scene  of  the  preceding  case  (No.  VIII),  where  they  attacked  the  peo- 
ple, brutally  murdering  John  F.  Mort^on,  Michael  Morton,  P.  F.  M.  Coakley,  and  Her- 
man Tilguer,  and  robbed  their  store  of  its  contents.  One  of  these  raiders  was  after- 
ward caught,  tried,  and  hung  at  Corpus  Christi.  From  his  confession,  several  parties 
became  known,  and  it  was  entablisbed  that  they  were  all  Mexicans  from  Mexico. 

X.  On  the  7th  of  June,  1874,  a  party  of  five  armed  Mexicans  attacked  the  house  of 
Mr.  TbaddeuB  Swift,  of  Refugio  County,  and  brutally  murdered  Mr.  Swift  and  his  wife, 
both  of  them  being  cut  to  pieces  and  horribly  mutilated  with  knives,  the  object  being 
robbery.  For  the  terrible  details  of  tnis  tragedy  we  refer  to  the  annexed  affidavit  of 
Mr.  F.'M.  Swift.  Three  of  the  assassins  were  hunted  down  and  hung  by  the  outraged 
neighbors.  Two  of  them  escaped  to  Mexico.  One  of  these  is  Juan  Juares,  or  Juan 
Flores,  as  he  called  himself.  This  mau  bad  claimed  to  be  an  American  citizen,  and  had 
registered  himself  as  a  voter.  He  was  arrested  in  Guerrero,  Mexico,  and  a  demand 
mude  for  his  extradition  under  our  treaty  with  Mexico.  He  confessed  his  guilt  with' 
cold  assurance,  but  claimed  to  be  a  Mexican  citizen  and  not  subject  to  rendition.  His 
case  was  transferred  to  the  Mexican  federal  court  at  Matamoros,  where,  upon  his  ex- 
amination, he  again  confessed  his  guilt.  We  refer  to  the  copy  of  his  confession,  here- 
with attached,  t^aken  from  the  record  of  his  case.  He  has  been  finally  delivered  to  onr 
authorities,  not  in  accordance  with  the  treaty,  but  upon  the  payment  of  a  large  re- 
ward (or  bribe)  paid  in  money  by  the  relatives  and  friends  of  the  murdered  Swift 
family. 

XI.  On  August  2,  1874,  an  attempt  was  made  by  a  party  of  marauders  to  murder  Mr. 
Roach,  living  about  thirty-five  miles  from  San  Diego,  in  Duval  County,  and  to  rob  his 
store ;  but,  being  prepared  for  the  danger,  he  made  a  successful  defense. 
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XII.  On  November  3^  1874,  the  store  of  Mr.  Qeorge  E.  Blaine,  at  the  Los  Olmos  ranch, 
near  the  line  of  Nneces  and  Hidalgo  Counties,  was  robbed  by  a  large  paity  of  armed 
Mexicans,  the  loss  being  $500  to  $600  in  money,  and  about  $2,500  in  goods.  No  lives 
were  lost  on  this  occasion,  Blaine  making  no  resistance  to  the  robbery.  The  thieves 
had  declared  their  intention  to  kill  Blaine"*,  and  ho  was  only  spared  by  the  timely  arrival 
of  a  party  of  twelve  Americans,  who  happened  to  be  encamped  in  the  vicinity,  and  who 
rnshed  to  the  rescue  in  time  to  bave  Blaine's  life,  they  having  been  advised  by  a  courier 
of  what  was 'transpiring. 

THE  CORPUS  CHRISTI  RAID. 

XIII.  The  success  that  had  attended  the  robberies  of  stores  in  the  scattered  out-set- 
tlements emboldened  the  robbers  to  make  a  more  daring  attempt  and  a  more  general 
pillage,  and,  on  the  26th  of  March,  1875,  began  what  is  generally  called  "  the  Corpus 
Cbristi  raid,''  from  the  fact  that  it  was  supposed  that  au  attempt  would  be  made  by 
the  raiders  to  sack  Corpus  Christi.  We  present  the  following  brief  account  of  the 
raid,  taken  from  the  Valley  Times:  • 

*'  From  all  the  information  we  can  glean  from  those  who  were  present  and  eye-wit- 
nessess  of  the  recent  Mexican  raid,  we  give  the  following : 

"  From  Mr.  Doddridge  we  learn  that  rumors  of  the  gathering  of  a  party  were  conveyed 
to  him  about  a  week  ago,  but  nothing  was  thought  of  it  more  than  that  of  any  other 
idle  assemblage. 

*' Their  first  overt  act  appears  to  have  been  the  demand  made  upon  Campbell,  near 
Tale  Lake,  for  horses,  as  narrated  yesterduy. 

*'  Procuring  a  few  animals,  which  were  ridden  by  the  captors  without  i-addles  or 
bridles,  the  crowd  went  to  Page's,  nine  miles  from  Corpus.  Here  they  made  a  clean 
sweep  of  everything  valuable.  Two  ladies  in  the  house  betook  themselves  to  the 
chaparral,  while  Mr.  Page  was  carried  off. 

'*The  next  place  visited  was  Frank's  store,  at  the  Juan  Sais  ranch.  There  were 
eighteen  or  twenty  of  them  here.  Three  or  fonr,  presenting  pistols  at  Frank's  head, 
demanded  all  his  valuables.  Of  course,  no  rcHistance  was  made,  Frank  yielding  them 
everything.  Overhauling  hisstock,  they  took  everything  they  wanted,  exchanged  their 
old  clothes  for  new,  and  even  stripped  Frank  to  his  underclothing. 

"They  stopped  at  this  store  for  some  time,  supplying  themselves  with  horses,  sad- 
dles, &c.,  from  the  travelers  passing  either  way.  As  soon  as  a  vehicle  or  horseman 
would  arrive,  he  was  immediately  surrouuded,  a  score  of  pistols  and  guns  leveled,  and 
the  demand  for  surrender  made.  In  this  manner  were  Mrs.  Sidbury,  Mis.  Savage,  Mi-s 
Laura  Allen,  Messrs.  H.  A.  Gilpin,  Jos.  Sannders,  S.  0.  Borden,  George  Reynolds,  Joe 
Howell,  with  Mr.  W.  W.  Wright's  team  and  wagon,  the  driver  of  Gilpin's  team,  W.  A. 
Ball,  Mr.  Reynolds's  little  daughter.  Frank  Pago  and  sou,  and  a  number  of  Mexican 
women  and  children  captured,  and  all  their  valuables  appropriated,  some  of  the  ladies 
having  part  of  their  clothing  taken  from  them.  The  miscreants  attempted  to  disrobe 
Mr.  Reynolds,  but  one  of  their  number  interfered  and  prevented  it  by  the  threat  of  a 
pistol. 

**  It  was  at  Frank's  the  first  killing  was  done.  One  of  the  robbers  asked  a  Mexican  to 
join  the  party  in  their  raid.  He  retused,  when  a  pistol  was  placed  to  his  head,  the 
trigger  pulled,  and  his  soul  sent  to  eternity.    It  was  a  terrible,  cold-blooded  deed. 

''After  leaving  Frank's  the  Mexicans,  driving  their  prisoners  before  them  like  sheep, 
started  for  the  Motts.  Their  first  effort  there  was  against  the  store  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Noakes,  which  they  found  closed. 

"Opening  the  door,  the  first  man  who  presented  himself  was  shot  twice  by  Mr. N. 
Immediately  afterward  a  man  named  Smith,  in  the  store  at  the  time,  rushed  out  the 
front  door,  was  met  by  the  party  and  shot  down,  mortally  wounded.  Aggravated,  it  is 
supposed,  by  the  unexpected  resistance,  the  store  was  fired.  Noakes  took  refuge  under 
the  counter,  and  afterward  got  out  of  the  building  and  into  a  place  of  safety.  The 
destruction  of  his  property  was  so  complete  that  the  calves  in  the  pen  were  roasted. 
His  loss  is  at  least  $10,000. 

"At  the  Motts  the  women  prisoners  were  liberated  and  allowed  to  go  to  their  homes. 
After  staying  here  an  hour,  the  party  started  off  toward  Pe&itas.  In  the  neighborhood 
of  Mr.  Hunter's  house  they  were  brought  to  a  stop  by  Pat  Whelau  and  his  party  often, 
who  charged  the  devils  at  once.  Received  by  a  volley,  in  which  poor  Swanks  lost  his 
life,  he  being'shot  through  the  stomach,  it  was  returned  with  vigor.  Thirty-five  to  ten 
were  heavy  oads  to  fight,  and,  after  exhausting  his  ammunition  fruitlessly,  Whelau  was 
obliged  to  give  up  the  contest  and  return  to  the  Motts  for  ammunition  and  re-enforce- 
ments.   Receiving  those,  pursuit  was  resumed  almost  immediately. 

"  The  Mexicans  had  with  them  two  wagons  piled  with  plunder,  which  were  on  ahead 
under  an  escort.    One  one  of  them  belonged  to  Reynolds. 

"  The  following,  to  a  great  extent  identityiag  the  party,  was  received  here  by  a  lady 
yesterd^,  from  Piedras  Pintas,  and  is  reliable  : 

"  'Alberto  Garza  passed  through  Piedras  Pintas  March  25.    He  shot  one  of  Silverlo 
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Salinas's  yaqaeros  three  times  beoaose  he  wonld  not  g^ye  him  his  horse.    He  was 
thought  to  have  tweuty-five  men  with  him,  and  on  his  way  to  San  Diego.' 

"  Friday  night  Mr.  Lee  RigKs,  R.  W.  Archer,  and  two  others,  coming  from  Lagartavills, 
were  shot  at  near  a  creek.  Camping  six  miles  this  side  of  the  place,  and  abont  fifteen 
miiee  above  Naecestown,  about  three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  a  party  of  between  twenty 
and  thirty  armed  Mexicans  passed  them.  Bat  for  being  concealed  in  a  little  hollow, 
suggested  by  the  attempt  spoken  of,  they  would  hare  undoubtedly  lost  their  lives." 

The  raiders  having  sacked  the  country  in  the  neighborhood  of  CorpasChristi,  turned 
their  course  toward  the  Rio  Grande.  On  the  night  of  April  2  they  surrounded 'the 
town  of  Roma,  in  Starr  County,  on  the  Rio  Grande,  and  were  prepared  to  sack  that 
town  and  rob  the  custom-house,  a  deputy  collector  of  customs  being  located  there,  bat 
were  prevented  from  doing  so  by  the  presence  of  a  company  of  United  States  troops 
stationed  at  the  place.  They  then  withdrew  from  the  place  and  crossed  the  river  into 
Mexico  in  the  immediate  vicinity.  These  facts  are  shown  by  the  depaty  collector  of 
customs,  herewith  attached. 

The  raid  having  attracted  nniwersal  attention  on  this  frontier,  the  Mexican  author- 
ities of  Mier  and  Camargo,  in  which  jurisdictions  the  raiders  crossed  into  Mexico,  took 
action  in  the  case  and  arrested  eight  of  the  raiders.  These  prisoners  were  started  for 
Matamoros,  and  the  judge  of  the  district  court  of  this  district  was  notifi«Hl  of  the  fact 
by  the  United  States  consul  at  Matamoros  and  advised  to  be  prepared  by  the  time  of  the 
arrival  of  the  prisoners  at  Matamoros.  Judge  Dougherty  immediately  telegraphed  to 
Corpus  Christi  to  procure  witnesses  to  identify  the  criminals,  and  was  answered  that 
plenty  of  witnesses  would  be  ready  to  attend  at  Matamoros.  But  whiln  the  prisooerB 
were  en  route  to  Matamoros  an  order  was  received  from  General  Escobedo,  from  Sao 
Lnis,  Mexico,  that  the  prisoners  should  be  sent  to  Monterey,  about  two  hundred  miles 
into  the  interior,  and  not  to  Matamoros.  For  the  particulars  of  these  facts  we  refer 
to  the  letters  of  the  United  States  consul  to  Judge  Dougherty,  herewith  attached. 

It  is  claimed  that  this  order  of  Escobedo  was  issued  in  good  faith  in  order  to  keep 
the  prisoners  from  being  subject  on  their  arrival  at  Matamoros  to  the  influence  of 
Cortina,  and  to  keep  them  beyond  his  protection.  But  it  appears  to  us  that  this  is  a 
flimsy  pretext  to  send  them  where  there  would  be  no  possibility  of  their  being  coo- 
fronted  with  the  necessary  testimony  to  convict.  The  allegation,  however,  although 
it  may  prove  the  punic  faith  of  the  Mexican  authorities,  also  proves  the  character  of 
Cortina  with  his  own  government. 

During  this  raid  Miss  Lizzie  Joy  arrived  at  Corpus  Christi  from  Laredo,  and  made 
affidavit  that  she  had  left  Laredoon  the  20th,  und  on  the  26th  saw  the  dead  bodies  of 
two  Americans  near  the  roadside  hacked  to  pieces  with  knives,  and  their  horses  hitched 
near  and  in  a  famishing  condition.  Miss  Joy  was  traveling  with  a  train  of  carts,  and 
the  cartmen  .buried  the  dead  bodies.  The  next  day  two  other  bodies  were  discovered 
hanging  near  the  roadside ;  these  latter  bodies  were  Mexicans.  As  there  was  no  other 
party  out  except  the  Mexican  raiders  upon  Corpus  Christi,  these  fonr  additional 
deaths  to  those  already  recounted  are  attributable  to  them.  We  annex  the  published 
account  and  the  affidavit  of  Miss  Joy  in  this  case. 

XIV.  On  the  16th  day  of  March,  1874,  Vidal  la  Haille,  a  Frefichman,  traveling  from 
Corpus  Christi  to  this  place,  was  killed  and  robbed  by  Ricardo  Flores  and  a  party  of 
armed  Mexicans  in  this  county,  near  Olmos,  the  line  between  this  and  Nueces  County. 
Flores  is  a  registered  voter  of  this  county.  He  was  arrested,  and,  upon  investi^iitioD 
before  a  magistrate,  was  committed  to  jail  to  answer  for  the  murder  before  the  district 
court,  but  broke  jail  and  fled  to  Mexico.  He  is  now  in  Matamoros,  Mexico,  where  he 
has  been  since  his  escape.  A  requisition  has  been  made  under  the  treaty  with  Mexico 
for  his  rendition,  but  without  success,  Flores  being  under  the  all-powerful  protection  of 
General  Cortina. 

XV.  On  the  27th  day  of  February,  1875,  a  party  of  armed  Mexicans,  seven  in  num- 
ber, crossed  the  Rio  Grande  from  near  Reynosa,  Mexico,  and  went  to  El  Sauz,  in  Hi- 
dalgo County,  where  there  is  a  post-office,  and  they  entered  the  store  of  Mr.  J.  L.  Ful- 
ton, the  postmaster,  when  they  made  an  assault  upon  him  and  his  clerk,  Maurioio  Vil- 
lanueva,  a  young  Spaniard,  in  which  both  these  parties  were  killed.  The  object  was 
to  plunder  the  store  of  Fulton  ;  but  the  neighbors,  having  become  alarmed  by  the  shots, 
assembled  and  sent  to  Fdinburg,  about  seven  miles  distant,  for  assistance,  which  the 
robbers  perceiving,  they  fled  across  the  Rio  Grande  without  accomplishing  their  par- 
pose  of  robbery.  Mr.  Fulton  was  an  officer  of  the  Thirty-sixth  Regiment  of  United 
States  Colored  Troops,  and  had  settled  here  after  the  dose* of  the  war.  He  was  an  in- 
dustrious, law-abiding,  peaceable,  and  useful  citizen. 

XVI.  On  the  23d  day  of  March,  lti75,  Alexander  Morel,  a  citizen  of  Hidalgo  County, 
was  killed  by  a  party  of  Mexican  cattle-thieves,  from  Reynosa  Vieja,  in  Mexico,  who 
had  crossed  the  river  to  ply  their  vocation.  The  details  of  his  death  are  given  in  the 
annexed  letter  of  his  brother^  Victor  Morel.  The  body  of  ike  deceased  w€u  not  found  until 
the  thieves  sent  word  to  his  brotherj  Victory  where  he  would  find  it  buried. 

XVII.  On  the  16th  day  of  April,  1875,  George  Hill,  a  resident  of  Tio  Cano  ranch,  in 
Cameron  County,  was  killed  by  a  party  of  Mexican  cattle- thieves  who  had  crossed 
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the  Rio  Grande  to  pursue  their  nefarious  traffic.  Hill  was  out  hunting  stock,  and 
came  upon  the  party  unexpectedly,  and  was  evidently  killed  to  prevent  discovery. 
The  evening  after  his  death  the  thieves  crossed  their  plunder  to  Mexico,  near  Santa 
Maria,  which  fact  came  to  the  knowledge  of  and  was  reported  t^y  the  customs  inspeot- 
ors  stationed  at  Santa  Maria.  Mr.  Hill  was  a  hard-laboring  farmer  and  stock-raiser, 
who  had  settled  here  afr«r  the  close  of  the  war,  in  which  he  served  as  a  member  of  the 
Fourth  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  and  he  has  left  a  large  and  helpless  family  of  small  children, 
thns  robbed  and  deprived  of  the  protection  of  their  father. 

XVIII.  On  the  19th  of  April,  1^5,  a  party  of  twelve  armed  Mexicans  crossed  the  Rio 
Grande,  from  Guerrero,  Mexico,  and  appeared  at  Carrizo,  Zapata  County,  where  there 
is  a  post-office,  and  where  a  deputy  collector  of  custohis  and  two  mounted  inspectors 
are  stationed.  The  raiders  entered  the  store  of  Dr.  D.  D.  Lovell  and  murdered  him  in 
cold  blood.  They  then  robbed  his  store  of  several  thousand  dollars  in  money  and 
goods.  They  then  proceeded  to  the  office  of  the  deputy  collector  of  customs,  robbed 
the  place  of  all  the  property  in  the  office,  except  the  money,  which  was  in  a  large  iron 
safe  which  they  could  not  break  open,  but  broke  off  the  knobs,  leaving  it  useless. 
The  deputy-collector  was  absent  and  the  inspectors  fled,  being  two  only  against  the 
twelve  robbers.  Dr.  Lovell  was  the  postmaster  at  Carrizo,  ana  the  post-office,  as  well 
as  the  store,  was  gutted  of  its  contents.  Dr.  Lovell  was  an  intelligent  and  enterpris- 
ing citizen,  who  had  built  up  a  considerable  trade  at  Carrizo,  where  he  had  settled  at  the 
close  of  our  late  war,  in  which  he  had  served  honorably  as  a  volunteer  in  the  Fourth 
Wisconsin  Cavalry,  which  regiment  within  two  days  lost  two  of  its  members,  Dr.  Lov- 
ell and  George  Hill.  These  deaths  occurring  at  distant  points  from  eacn  other,  but  at 
nearly  the  same  period  of  time,  prove  the  thorough  organization  and  understanding 
between  the  Mexican  thieves  scattered  all  alorg  the  Mexican  border  of  the  Rio 
Grande.  The  sheriff  of  Zapata  County,  writing  to  Judge  Ware,  states  the  loss  of  Dr. 
Lovell  at  $4,000,  and  that  he  lost  |1,000  taxes  collected,  that  was  on  deposit  with  Dr. 
Lovell. 

XIX.  On  the  Ist  day  of  December,  1874,  a  large  party  of  Mexican  cattle-thieves  en- 
camped near  the  ranch  of  Carlos  Danache,  of  Cameron  County,  about  fourteen  miles 
from  Brownsville,  and  they  sent  word  to  Mr.  Daoache,  who  had  been  active  in  the 
pursuit  of  these  cahalleros^  that  they  were  encamped  near  his  place  and  would  be  pleased 
to  a*ie  him.  Mr.  Daoache  gathered  a^arty  of  friends  and  went  to  their  camp  next 
morning,  but  found  it  abandoned.  And  at  their  cam\>  he  found  a  Mexican  hung  and 
the  dead  body  so  badly  mutilated  that  it  could  not  be  identified,  but  supposed  to  be  some 
honest  man  who  had  made  himself  obnoxious,  like  Danaohe,  to  the  thieves.  We  refer 
to  the  affidavit  of  Mr.  Danache  in  this  case,  herewith  annexed. 

XX.  On  the  18th  day  of  January,  1875,  Albert  Dean  and  Joseph  Dunn,  mounted  in- 
spectors of  cQstoms  stationed  at  Rio  Grande  City,  Starr  County,  were  attacked  by  a 

Sarty  of  five  Mexicans,  armed  with  Winchester  carbines,  who  had  just  crossed  from 
[exico,  and  whose  outfit  was  undergoing  examination  by  the  inspectors,  and  their  out- 
fit, consisting  of  raw-hide  ropes  and  other  paraphernalia  of  the  cattle-thief,  indicated 
the  object  ot  their  visit.    This  was  about  two  leagues  below  Rio  Grande  City. 

In  the  same  neighborhood,  G.  W.  Lowe,  another  mounted  inspector  of  customs, 
accompanied  by  Joseph  Dunn,  was  ambushed  and  fired  upon  from  the  chaparral  on 
the  22d  day  of  April,  1875,  the  ball  cutting  through  his  clothing  across  the  breast, 
which  indicated  the  intention  of  the  assassin.  For  particulars  in  these  cases  we  sub- 
mit copies  of  the  official  reports  in  relation  thereto. 

XXL  On  the  26th  day  of  January,  1875,  a  fight  occurred  between  a  party  of  United 
Statf«  soldiers  and  a  party  of  Mexicans  at  the  rancho  Solises  in  Starr  Cuunty,  about 
eighteen  miles  below  Rio  Grande  City,  in  which  two  soldiers  and  one  Mexican  were  killed 
and  two  other  Mexicans  were  wounded.  Many  versions  of  this  affair  have  been  pub- 
lished, and  it  has  been  the  subject  of  judicial  investigation  before  the  grand  jury  of  Starr 
County.  Your  committee  cx)nfesses  its  inability,  in  the  conflicting  evidence,  to  arrive 
at  a  correct  conclusion.  We  therefore  present  several  of  these  published  accounts, 
together  with  the  official  report  of  General  Hatch,  and  annex  them  to  our  report.  The 
newHpaper  articles  in  regaid  to  this  affair  prove  that  there  is  no  unjust  prejudice 
against  Mexicans  on  this  frontier,  nor  any  undue  partiality  in  favor  of  the  United 
States  troops,  which  latter  might  be  expected  from  the  fact  that  these  troops  do  give 
much  protection  to  our  frontier. 

From  the  foregoing  account  of  outrages,  extending  through  the  last  two  years,  it 
will  be  perceived  that  the  raids  of  the  Mexican  bandits  upon  this  frontier  have  not 
been  confined  to  cattle-stealing  alone,  but  have  taken  a  wider  range  and  resulted  in 
the  robbery  of  the  mercantile  establishments,  post-offices,  and  custom-houses  scattered 
over  the  country  and  beyond  the  protecting  guns  of  the  garrisoned  towns,  and  in  the 
systematic  murder  of  isolated  Americans  engaged  in  this  region  in  business  either  as 
merchants,  farmers,  or  stock-raisers ;  and  that  the  fiat  for  "  exterminating  their  tyrants,^' 
issued  in«1859,  is  being  carried  out  to  its  bloody  consummation.  As  before  stated,  we 
have  not  recounted  many  murders  traceable  to  the  same  hands,  but  have  confined  our 
relation  to  those  acts  proving  organization  and  a  common  ^wf^^b. 
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WRONGS  PBRPETRATED  AGAINST  MEXICANS. 

It  18  oftet)  alleged  that  Mexicans  resident  in  Texas  suffer  great  wrongs  at  the  hands 
of  Americans,  and  that  they  receive  no  protection  in  their  persons  and  property  io  oar 
conrts.  Your  committee  do  not  pretend  to  assert  that  such  wrongs  have  not  heeo 
committed  against  Mexicans  by  Americans  in  their  individual  capacity,  but  we  do 
most  earnestly  deny  that  there  has  existed  or  that  there  could  exist  in  this  section  of 
the  State  of  Texas  any  combination  or  organization  of  citizens  for  such  a  purpose; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  we  maintain  a  well-known  truth  when  we  say  that  the  conrts, 
federal  and  State,  are  always  open  and  ready  to  redress  such  private  and  iodividnil 
wrongs.  The  population  between  the  Rio  Grande  and  the  Nueces,  accordins  to  the 
census  of  1870,  is  twenty-seven  thousand,  of  which  at  least  nine-tenths  are  of  Mexican 
origin,  and  the  voting  population  holds  nearly  the  same  ratio.*  The  right  of  suffrage 
and  the  selfishness  of  politicians  has  prevented  and  will  continue  to  prevent  auy  snch 
injustice  as  organized  hostility  to  a  community  that  controls  the  polls  and  elects  oar 
officers.  A  lean  minority  can  never  so  oppress  a  preponderating  majority,  and  the 
absurdity  of  the  allegation  is  proven  by  the  bare  presentation  of  the  statistics. 

INVASION  OF  MEXICO. 

And  it  is  equally  impossible  for  Americans  of  this  section  of  the  State  to  organize 
themselves  into  predatory  bands  for  the  purpose  of  invading  or  raiding  u|>od  oar 
neighboring  republic.  The  existence  of  such  organizations  would  be  immediately 
communicated  to  those  menaced  by  such  bands  through  their  relatives  and  friends 
among  our  residents  and  citizens  of  Mexican  origin.  Ana,  besides,  in  Mexico  they  have 
a  moht  admirable  system  of  rural  police,  the  want  of  which  in  this  State  is  one  uf  the 
causes  of  the  success  of  the  invading  bandits  in  their  raids  upon  our  stock-ranches.  In 
Mexico  the  people  are  gregarious  or  live  in  villages  or  ranohos,  and  it  is  a  very  rare 
thing  to  find  an  isolated  dwelling  or  household.  In  each  of  these  ranches  an  officer  is 
appointed,  called  an  encargado,  or  superintendent,  who  has  the  authority  of  a  justice 
of  the  peace,  and  whose  duty  it  is  to  ^ive  information  to  the  officers  of  the  municipal- 
ity,  parish,  or  county  (to  use  our  own  similar  subdivision),  to  furnish  horses  to  cooriers, 
to  make  arrests,  to  call  out  the  rural  police,  and  to  exercise  a  general  supervision  over 
their  ranches.  No  predatory  band,  however  small  or  however  numerous,  could  pene- 
trate Mexico  from  this  side  the  Rio  Grande  without  all  its  movements  and  designs 
being  known  and  promptly  reported,  as  the  banks  of  the  Rio  Grande  are  lined  with 
ranches  from  its  mouth  up  to  Laredo  on  both  sides.  The  speedy  arrest,  trial,  and  pun- 
ishment of  auy  predatory  band  would  be  as  certain  and  as  prompt  as  the  decrees  of 
fate.  Upon  the  subject  of  the  organization  of  the  rural  police  of  Mexico  we  present 
the  most  incontestable  and  indisputable  proof  in  a  sworn  statement  of  its  organization 
and  powers,  and  the  impossibility  of  evading  its  vigilance,  made  by  the  present  first 
alcalde  of  Matamoros,  Seflor  Castillo  Montero,  a  copy  of  which  is  hereto  attached,  the 
original  being  on  file  in  the  archives  of  the  mixed  commission  at  Washington  in  the 
case  of  King,  Kenody  &  Co.  before  the  commission.  There  is  another  and  complete 
refutation  of  any  charge  that  Americans  are  guilty  of  raiding  upon  Mexican  soil  exist- 
ing in  t^e  fact  that  not  a  single  American  has  ever  been  capturod  in  any  such  expedi- 
tion, which,  as  we  have  showu  by  the  description  of  the  rural  police  of  Mexico,  would 
have  lieeu  an  inevitable  consequence  of  auy  such  criminal  attempt. 

RENDITION  OF  STOLEN    PROPERTY. 

We  have  already  shown  the  justice  of  the  legislation  of  Texas  toward  Mexicans, 
residents  and  non-residents,  in  securing  to  them  the  titles  to  their  lands,  and  this  spirit 
is  still  further  shown  by  the  laws  of  the  State  enacting  that  the  possession  of  property 
stolen  in  a  foreign  country  is  a  continuation  of  the  felony  and  providing  for  the  pun- 
ishment of  the  felons.  (Paschal's  Annotated  Digest,  articles  2A38,  24:^,  and  245:).) 
This  act  is  enforced  in  our  courts.  It  would  make  this  report  too  voluminous  to  cite 
the  records;  and  we  present  case  No.  308  in  the  justice's  precinct  No.  2,  Cameron 
County,  as  a  sample  of  many  others.  In  this  case  Leonidas  Guerra,  of  Matamoros, 
Mexico,  made  an  affidavit  before  the  jqstice  as  to  the  loss  of  certain  animals,  upon 
which  a  search-warrant  was  issued,  which  warrant  was  indorsed  by  Hon.  W.  H.  Rus- 
sell, district  judge,  in  order  to  secure  its  execution  in  any  county  where  the  property 
might  be  found,  and  the  following  is  the  returu  on  the  process :  ^*  Came  to  band  May 
22,  1872,  and  executed  same  day  oy  delivering  to  Le  midas  Guerra  37  bead  of  stolen 
property.  Roswell  H.  Gillette,  special  bailiff,  Bee  County  f  to  which  oouuty  Mr. 
Guerra  had  pursued  his  property,  and  where  it  was  restored  to  him.  The  records  of  the 
United  States  custom-house  of  this  port  (Brownsville)  prove  that  the  federal  officials 
are  equally  prompt  to  do  justice  by  the  delivery  of  stolen  property  when  the  proper 
claims  aud  proofs  aie  presented  by  Mexican  claimants.    (See  annexed  certificate  of  the 
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collector  of  cnstoms  of  the  port.)  These  official  docanaents  prove  another  very  impor- 
tant fact  bearing  upon  this  discussion.  They  show  that,  in  nearly  every  instance,  the 
stolen  property  was  found  in  the  hands  of  Mexicans,  there  being  bat  one  case  in  which 
it  was  traced  to  the  hands  of  an  American,  and  in  this  case  the  party  showed  beyond 
question  that  he  had  purchased  the  stolen  horse  from  a  Mexican.  The  evidence  is 
cumulative,  and  we  might  say  conclusive,  that  Americans  are  not  engaged  in  this  nefa- 
rious traffic,  but  that  Mexicans  alone  have  been  proven  to  be  guilty.  This  class  of 
thieves  steal  from  both  sides  of  the  river  with  rigid  impartiality. 

Tbeconrts  of  Mexico  are  practically  closed  \m  this  respect  to  our  citizens,  although 
Mexico  has  the  same  laws  in  regard  to  the  continuation  of  a  felony  that  exist  on  our 
own  statute-books.  Their  laws  are  good,  but  we  assert,  upon  the  unvaried  fate  of  all 
attempts  to  reclaim  stolen  property  in  that  country,  that  the  laws  are  u6t  only  not 
executed,  but  that  they  are  intentionally  and  habitually  violated  and  disregarded. 
This  question,  however,  was  fully  investigated  by  the  United  States  commissioners  to 
Texas,  and  reported  upon  by  them  (see  report,  pp.  6  and  7),  and  we  do  not,  therefore, 
consider  it  necessary  to  enter  upon  the  details  of  the  many  cases  that  mij^ht  be  cited, 
as  such  a  course  would  only  be  cumulative  upon  a  sutject  sufficiently  investigated 
officially  by  our  commissioners  to  Texas,  upon  whose  report  and  the  accompanying  evi- 
dence we  rely  for  the  correctness  of  our  statement  of  the  facts. 

POPULATION  BBTWERN  THE  NUECRS  AND  RIO  GRANDE. 

As  heretofore  stated,  the  great  mass  of  the  population  between  the  Nueces  and  the 
Rio  Grande  is  composed  of  people  of  Mexican  origin,  the  proportion  of  this  class  to  all 
others  being  quite  nine  to  one,  or  nine-tenths  of  the  whole  number  of  inhabitants. 
According  to  the  census  of  1870,  pages  321,  32*2,  sixteen  thousand  four  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-eight of  the  twenty-seven  thousand  enumerated  are  foreign-born,  all  of  them  except 
say  the  odd  hundreds  being  of  Mexican  birth  ;  eighteen  thousand  three  hundred  and 
ninety-eight  are  children  of  parents,  both  of  whom  are  of  foreign  birth  ;  over  nineteen 
thousand  are  children  of  a  foreign  father,  and  over  nine  thousand  of  a  foreign  mother. 
The  white  or  American  inhabitants  certainly  do  not  exceed  three  thousand  in  number 
in  all  this  region. 

This  fact  is  one  of  the  causes  of  our  troubles.  *  The  Spanish  is  the  usual  language  of 
this  frontier.  Few  or  no  schools  exist  outside  of  our  towns,  and  but  a  limited  number 
even  in  the  towns,  and  our  few  American  people  learn  the  language  nsnally  spoken, 
while  the  mass  of  our  population  speak  their  mother- tor gue,  very  few  of  them  learning 
to  speak  or  use  English.  The  result  is  that  this  people  generally  have  retained  their 
ancient  manners,  customs,  and  traditions,  and  continue  their  intercourse  with  the 
people  'from  whom  they  sprang,  with  whom  their  relations  are  more  intimato  than 
with  the  people  of  this  State  to  whom  tbey  have  become  territorially  and  politically 
attached.  The  natural  prejudices  of  race  and  class  that  exist  among  all  peoples  of 
different  nationalities  add  to  the  complications  of  such  a  condition  of  affairs,  and 
prevent,  to  a  certain  extent,  the  proper  and  prompt  execnrion  of  the  laws,  which,  from 
the  great  extent  of  our  counties,  and  the  sparseness  of  our  population  outside  of  the 
line  of  river-ranches,  could  not  be  enforced  with  vigor  even  under  more  favorable  cir- 
cnmstanc^es.  It  is  a  general  and  notorious  complaint  on  the  part  of  our  officers  of  jus- 
tice that  our  population  of  Mexican  origin  are  not  prompt  to  give  information  against 
raiders  and  cattle-thieves,  and  that  they  are  reluctant  to  testify  in  the  courts  against 
them,  and  that,  when  questioned  on  the  subject,  they  too  often  reply  with  their  express- 
ive shrug  of  the  shoulders,  and  the  inevitable  quien  aabe  with  which  they  avoid  direct 
testimony. 

In  Justice  to  our  preponderating  population  of  Mexican  origin  we  cheerfully  bear 
testimony  that  the  great  m^ority  of  them  are  honest,  industrious,  and  laborious  peo- 
ple, and  they  own  a  greater  part  of  the  soil  in  this  section  of  the  State,  upon  which 
they  graze  thousands  upon  thousands  of  head  of  stock — cattle,  horses,  mules,  and 
sheep,  and  they  suiter  very  greatly  from  the  operations  of  the  cattle-thieves.  To  a 
stranger  to  our  frontier,  their  failure  to  prosecute  the  cattle-thieves  and  to  testify  will- 
iufi^lj  against  them  would  appear  very  extraordinary,  but  not  so  to  auv  one  acquainted 
with  the  actual  condition  of  afifairs.  These  people  were  educated  amid  the  chronic  rev- 
olutions of  their  mother-country,  where  they  learned  the  lesson  of  submission  to  the 
law  of  force,  and,  for  the  reasons  already  given,  they  have  never  become  sufficiently 
familiarized  with  our  different  system  of  government  to  throw  off  their  dread  of  armed 
force ;  hence  the  armed  bandits  who  depredate  upon  them  as  well  as  their  American- 
born  neighbors  are  regarded  with  such  terror  that  our  Mexican-born  rancheros  are 
actually  afraid  to  perrorm  their  duties  as  good  citizens  by  exposing  apd  punishing 
them  ;  nor  is  this  fear  confined  to  this  class  of  our  population,  but  extends  very  gen- 
erally among  our  stock-raisers,  American  as  well  as  Mexican  born,  all  being  more  or 
less  subject  to  the  reign  of  terror  brought  about  by  the  force  of  arms  and  the  fear  of 
assassination. 

There  is  another  fact  which  adds  greatly  to  the  difficnltiea  of  d&«A\\\%V\H}ii^^  ^<«XiO^^- 
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thieves.  Many  of  them  have  located  oo  this  side  of  the  Rio  Grande,  sqaatting  npon 
any  pnblic  domain  they  may  find  vacant,  and  even  npon  private  land,  where  they 
build  a  temporary  shelter  of  sticks  and  mad  (jacalei),  hardly  snflScient  to  protect  them 
from  the  ram  and  the  sunshine,  and  are  by  their  locality  the  better  able  to  give  aid 
and  information  to  their  confederates  in  crime  on  the  other  side  of  the  Rio  Grande. 
There  is  a  considerable  number  of  these  squatters  hid  away  among  the  live-oaks, 
called  the  Encinal,  about  midway  between  the  Nueces  and  Rio  Grande,  this  encioal 
region  being  a  sandy  ridge  where  water  is  easily  obtainable,  and  where  the  squatters 
are  protected  by  the  encinoff,  or  liv^-oaks,  from  which  it  obtains  its  name.  After  the 
recent  Corpus  Christi  raid,  some  Americans  of  Nueces  County  banded  together  to 
avenge  the  wrongs  of  their  neighbors,  and  it  was  against  these  squatters  that  they 
directed  thMr  vengeance,  the  land-owning  Mexicans  and  known  rancheros  having 
been  left  undisturbed  at  their  ranches. 

There  is  also  another  and  a  serious  evil  with  which  we  are  afflicted.  By  the  provis- 
ions of  our  State  constitution  every  male  person  who  shall  have  declared  his  inten- 
tion to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  who  shall  have  resided  in  the  State 
one  year  is  entitled  to  register  tfs  a  voter.  Many  of  the  squatters,  heretofore  described, 
make  this  declaration  of  intention  in  order  to  make  entry  of  land  as  a  settler  and  to 
register  as  voters,  whereby  they  manage  to  secure  a  certain  degree  of  imponity  by 
placing  themselves  under  the  protection  of  politicians,  who  aro  called  npon  to  defend 
them  in  the  courts,  by  which  service  the  aid  of  these  characters  is  secured  in  our  elec- 
tions. This  evil  is  a  very  grave  one,  for  the  Mexicans  who  make  these  declaratious  of 
intention  to  become  citizens  are  very  generally  of  that  class  who  spell  their  middle 
names  with  an  X,  and  very  few  of  them  have,  as  yet,  gone  beyond  taking  this  primary 
oath,  and  the  invariable  rule  with  them,  when  they  commit  a  crime,  is  tody  to  Mexico 
and  claim  exemption  from  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  of  extradition  on  the  ground 
that  they  are  not  citizens  of  the  United  States  but  are  Mexicans.  Advantage  has  been 
taken  of  these  notorious  facts  by  the  authorities  of  Mexico  to  charge  that  the  cattle- 
thieves  are  American  citizens;  whereas  the  truth  is  that  they  are  not  citizens  of  this 
country  and  never  likely  to  become  such,  but  nomads,  living  on  one  or  the  other  bank 
of  the  Rio  Grande,  having  no  fixed  residence,  but  changing  their  locality  as  may  be- 
come necessary  to  ply  successfully  their  vocations,  and  Mexicans  in  all  things  and 
always.  • 

The  abuses  to  which  this  interpolated  provision  of  our  constitution  (for  it  is  not  in 
the  article  fixing  the  right  of  suffrage)  is  subject  is  well  illustrated  in  the  case  of  a 
Mexican  of  intelligence  and  of  a  higher  class  than  the  cross-mark  patriots  under  re- 
view. Mr.  Castillo  Montero,  the  present  first  alcalde  of  the  heroic,  loyal,  and  uncon- 
quered  city  of  Matamoros,  under  the  ayuntamiento  of  which  General  Cortina  is  presi- 
dent, got  up  a  little  revolution  some  years  ago  at  Tuspan,  near  Tampico,  in  which  he 
shot  one  of  his  neighbors,  who  was  the  alcalde  of  Tuspan,  the  scene  of  the  revolution, 
but  the  revolutionary  attempt  came  to  grief  and  Montero  fled  to  this  city  for  safety. 
The  people  of  Tampico  and  Tuspan  stupidly  regarded  the  revolutionary  execntion  of 
the  alcalde  as  murder,  and  Montero  was  regularly  indicted  for  that  crime,  under  which 
a  demand  for  his  rendition  under  our  extradition  treaty  was  being  prepared,  which 
Montero  avoided  by  declaring  his  intention  to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  in 
the  United  States  district  court  for  the  eastern  district  of  Texas.  Afterward,  thron^h 
the  influence  and  under  the  protection  of  Cortina,  he  returued  to  Matamoros,  and  is 
now  the  first  alcalde  of  that  city«  notwithstanding  the  indiotment  pending  against 
him.  A  lawyer  of  that  city  (Mr.  Valdes)  recently  published  the  facts  of  this  case  to 
prove  that  Montero  was  not  eligible  to  thnofilert  be  held,  having  abjured  his  allegiance 
to  Mexico  and  sworn  allegiance  to  the  United  States,  when  Montero  acknowledged 
that  the  oath  of  intention  was  simply  taken  to  avoid  arrest,  and  not  with  any  inten- 
tion of  renouncing  his  allegiance  to  Mexico  or  of  becoming  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  thus  confessing  his  fraudulent  intent.  Mr.  Valdes  was  sued  by  Montero  for 
libel,  tried  before  an  associate  alcalde,  fined  $2,000,  and  convicted  and  sentenced  to  two 
years^  imprisonment  for  his  publication.  This  case  is  cited  to  show  the  abuses  to  which 
our  liberal  naturalization  laws  are  subject  on  this  frontier  by  Mexicans  who  mav  wish 
to  profit  by  a  quasi  citizenship  of  this  country  ;  and  at  the  same  time  it  is  an  illustra- 
tion of  the  beauties  of  Mexican  justice  as  administered  under  the  regime  of  General 
Cortina. 

BETALIATION8. 

As  we  have  stated  above,  the  recent  raid  of  Mexican  banditti  near  Corpus  Christi 
brought  about  a  retaliatory  raid  on  the  part  of  a  few  unthinking  Americans  living 
near  the  Nueces  River.  These  men  came  down  to  the  Eucinal  country  among  the 
squatter  Mexicans,  and  found  them,  it  is  said,  with  stolen  hides  buried  in  their  yards 
or  concealed  about  their  premises,  when  they  burned  down  the  jacales  and  killed  some 
three  men,  according  to  the  best  information  we  can  gather.  There  is  no  defense  for 
snch  lawless  acts.  The  guilty  parties  should  have  been  arrested,  not  murdered,  and 
turned  over  to  the  proper  authorities  for  trial  and  legal  punishment.    But  this  Ameri- 
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can  raid  was  sood  sqnelohed  by  Captain  McNally,  of  the  State  troops,  who  opportunely 
arrived  and  published  an  order  disbanding  all  unauthorized  organ izations,  which  order 
was  promptly  obeyed,  as  it  was  well  known  that  it  would  be  duly  enforced.  We  fear 
that  such  illegal  and  retaliatory  organizations  will  add  to  our  troubles,  and  it  is  to 
prevent  them,  as  well  as  to  prevent  raids  of  armed  bandits  from  Mexico,  that  we 
earnestly  call  the  attention  of  the  government  to  the  condition  of  this  frontier. 
Unless  the  government  gives  the  people  protection,  they  will  be  compelled  t«  protect 
themselves  or  to  abandon  the  country.  To  show  the  extent  of  the  danger  and  the 
alarm  of  our  people  we  refer  to  the  annexed  proposition,  headed  **  To  the  rescue,"  in 
"^hioh  certain  citizens  of  Nueces  County  propose  to  keep  under  their  individual  pay  a 
company  of  volunteers  to  protect  themselves  from  the  cattle-thieves.  The  amounts 
they  subscribe  for  the  monthly  pay  of  such  a  company  is  sufficient  evidence  of  the 
losses  to  which  they  have  been  subjected  and  of  the  danger  with  which  they  are 
menaced  by  the  bandits,  while  it  at  the  same  time  illustrates  the  general  condition  of 
this  frontier. 

COBfPLICITY  OF  MBXICAN  OFFICIALS  WITH  THE  CATTLE-THIRVE8. 

1.  In  the  year  1866  or  1867,  Messrs.  Hale  6c  Parker,  stock-raisers  in  Hidalgo  County, 
lost  about  ninety  head  of  beef-cattle  that  were  traced  to  Mexico  and  found  in  the 
possession  of  Andres  Muguerza,  collector  of  customs  at  Reynosa.  Angel  de  la  Vega, 
agent  of  the  owners,  claimed  the  cattle  and  proved  that  they  had  been  stolen  from 
Texas  and  crossed  into  Mexico  against  the  will  of  the  owners,  but  Muguerza  refused  to 
deliver  them  on  the  ground  that  they  bad  been  introduced  into  Mexico  without  a  per- 
mit. A  part  of  the  beeves  were  sold  by  the  collector  and  the  rest  were  turned  over, 
as  rations,  to  the  troops  stationed  at  that  place.  The  action  of  this  Mexican  collector 
and  his  construction  of  the  law  contrast  not  very  favorably  with  the  course  of  the 
American  collectors  toward  Mexican  claimants  in  similar  cases.  For  evidence  of  the 
action  of  Collector  Muguerza,  we  cite  the  affidavit  of  the  agent,  Vega,  on  file  in  the 
case  of  Hale  &  Parker  V8,  Mexico,  No.  54H,  before  the  Mixed  Commission  at  Washington. 
,  2.  In  the  year  1866,  John  McAUen,  another  agent  of  Messrs.  Hale  &.  Parker,  went  to 
Matamoros  to  reclaim  another  lot  of  stolen  cattle,  and,  instead  of  accomplishing  his 
purpose,  was  arrested  and  imprisoned  by  the  alcalde  of  that  city,  and  insulted  in  the 
grossest  manner.  For  the  particulars  of  this  case  we  refer  to  a  copy  of  the  affidavit 
of  Mr.  McAUen,  who  is  one  our  most  worthy  citizens,  the  copy  being  hereto  annexed, 
the  original  being  on  file  in  the  above-cited  cafe  before  the  Mixed  Commission. 

3.  In  the  month  of  July,  1874,  Anastacio  Cavasos,  a  resident  citizen  and  sti>ck-raiser 
of  Cameron  County,  lost  the  greater  portion  of  his  stock,  amounting  to  about  one  thou- 
sand head,  which  were  stolen  by  armed  bands  of  Mexicans,  and  openly  sold  in  the 
market  of  Matamoros.  In  one  instance  he  recovered  fifteen  dollars  for  twelve  beeves 
that  had  been  thus  stolen  from  him  and  there  sold,  the  amount  beiog  about  the  average 
price  of  single  beef.  While  engaged  in  recovering  this  pitiful  sum,  the  thieves  crossed 
over  again  and  drove  off  nearly  his  whole  herd.  For  the  full  particulars  of  his  case  wo 
refer  to  his  affidavit  herewith  filed. 

4.  About  the  1st  of  June,  1875,  a  Spanish  steamer  appeared  off  the  month  of  the  Rio 
"Grande  for  a  cargo  of  cattle  for  the  Cuban  market,  to  be  delivered  under  a  contract  with 
General  Cortina,  who,  shortly  after  the  landing  of  the  steamer,  appeared  at  Bagdad 
with  a  body-guard  of  some  seventy-five  armed  men.  Only  about  half  of  the  fivebun- 
dred  head  necessary  to  complete  the  cargo  were  ready  for  delivery.  Mr.  Hall,  first  ser- 
geant of  Captain  McNally's  company  of  State  troops,  which  company  had  reached  this 
vicinity  but  a  few  days  before,  was  sent  aboard  the  lighter,  an  American  vessel  that 
was  to  take  beeves  c/ut  to  the  steamer,  and  he  was  charged  to  ascertain  the  brands  of 
the  cattle  shipped  by  Cortina,  and  he  found  sixteen  different  American  brands  in  the 
lot  that  he  recognized,  noted  down,  and  reported.  An  inspector  of  customs  of  this  port 
was  also  aboard  the  lighter  on  the  2d  of  June,  while  she  was  taking  on  cattle  on  the 
Mexican  bank  of  the  Rio  Grande,  and  he  recognized  the  following  persons  among  the 
guard  of  Cortina,  to  wit : 

Pancho  Lopez,  Guadalupe  Espinosa,  Rafael  Salinas,  Telesfero  Dias,  and  Jos^  Maria 
Olguin,  alias  El  Aguja,  On  Saturday,  the  12th  day  of  June,  Captaiu  McNally  had  a 
fight  with  a  baud  of  cattle-thieves  near  the  old  battle-field  of  Palo  Alto,  about  twelve 
miles  from  Brownsville,  and  about  the  same  distance  from  the  month  of  the  Rio  Grande , 
in  which  he  killed  eleven  of  the  thieves,  wounded  three  others,  and  recaptured  from 
them  253  head  of  btolen  beeves,  of  various  American  brands,  that  the  thieves  were 
driving  in  the  direction  of  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande ;  and,  from  the  fact  that  Pan- 
cho Lopez,  Guadalupe  Espinosa,  and  Rafael  Salinas  were  killed,  and  Jos^  Maria  01- 
guin,  alias  El  Aguja,  was  wounded  in  this  action,  and  that  they  had  been  recognized 
with  Cortina  during  the  delivery  of  his  contract,  which  was  short  the  amount  of  the 
stolen  herd,  the  evidence  is  irresistible  that  the  thieves  were  sent  over  by  Cortina  to 
steal  the  necessary  number  of  cattle  to  complete  his  contract.  One  of  the  thieves 
killed  by  McNaUy  was  one  Jack  Ellis,  who  had  been  sentenced  to  thft  ^\iv\A\^\iAs:^Sx^ 
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Nueces  Connty,  bat  bad  escaped  jail  with  anotber  of  tbe  band.  Camilo  Lerroa,  a 
notorious  murderer,  both  of  wbom  have  been  residing  since  their  escape  at  Matamoron 
under  the  segis  of  General  Cortina.  We  annex  certificate  as  to  the  identity  of  the 
thieves  by  the  inspector  of  customs  on  June  2,  and  also  newspaper  acconnts  of  the 
tigdt  of  Captain  McNally  with  the  thieves,  to  which  we  refer  for  particulars.  On  the 
I2th  da^  of  June  the  body  of  William  F.  McMahan,  a  peaceable  schoolmaster,  who 
had  left  Brownsville  to  go  to  the  Jarra  ranch,  about  sixty  miles  north  of  this  plaoe, 
to  teach  school,  was  found  horribly  mutilated,  the  head,  arms,  aud  legs  being  severed 
from  the  body  and  scattered  over  the  prairie.  Jt  is  not  doubted  that  the  band  of 
thieves  destroyed  by  McNally  committed  this  horrible  outrage,  as  the  clothes  of  Ma- 
ban  were  recognized  upon  one  of  the  dead  thieves  brought  to  Brownsville  for  identi- 
fication and  interment. 

^ilSVMt  OF  THE  EVIDENCE. 

From  the  incontestable  facts  presen^^ed  in  the  foregoing  report,  there  can  remain  no 
doubt  that  the  crimes  of  cattle-stealing,  robbery,  murder,  and  arson  are  committed  to 
a  fearful  extent  throughout  tbe  region  of  country  included  in  our  investigations,  as 
well  as  in  many  other  counties  not  included;  there  can  exist  no  doubt  that  the 
thieves  are  almost  exclusively  Mexicans,  having  their  organization  and  headquarters 
in  Mexico ;  there  is  not  a  particle  of  doubt  that  vast  numbers  of  stolen  cattle  are 
driven  from  Texas  to  Mexico  for  sale  and  consumption ;  aud,  from  the  extent  of  this 
traffic,  and  the  open,  public,  and  notorious  disposition  of  stolen  cattle  in  Mexico,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  the  Mexican  authorities  are  cognizant  of  the  facts,  and  that 
many  of  them  are  in  complicity  with  the  cattle-thieves. 

CONCLUSION. 

We  have  in  the  foregoing  report  referred  as  briefly  as  possible  to  the  condition  of 
our  frontier,  and  have  cited  the  principal  causes  of  our  troubles.  There  are  many 
points  that  might  have  been  mentioned,  many  others  dwelt  upon  with  greater  detail, 
but  these  have  been  omitted  in  order  that  our  report  might  not  become  so  voluminous 
as  to  weary.  In  conclusion,  we  would  call  the  attention  of  the  government  to  the  re- 
ports of  the  milirarv  officers  on  this  frontier,  which,  we  are  satisfied,  will  bear  out  the 
conclusions  at  which  we  have  arrived. 

Aud,  finally,  we  may  add,  that  it  is  to  the  interest  of  our  government  and  people, 
especially  of  the  people  of  this  frontier,^  preserve  amicable  relations  with  the  gov- 
ernment aud  people  of  the  neighboring  republic  of  Mexico.  We  have  a  large  trade 
passing  through  this  frontier  with  that  country,  and  our  commerce,  as  well  as  our 
local  induf*try  in  stock-raising,  has  been  seriously  injured  by  the  continued  disorders 
with  which  we  have  been  afflicted.  It  is  to  the  interest  of  the  manufacturers,  the 
nierchauts,  and  the  ship-owners  uf  the  North,  as  well  as  that  of  the  herdsmen  and 
merchants  of  our  own  locality,  that  this  question  should  be  speedily  settled,  and  we 
believe  that  it  can  only  be  settled  by  the  strong  arm  of  our  own  government,  which 
we  invoke  to  act  with  promptness  and  vigor. 

J.  L.  HATNES. 

JOHN  8.  FORD. 

WILLI  AN  NEALE. 

G.  M.  RAPHAEL. 

F.  J.  PARKER. 

WM.  KELLY. 

A.  GLAVECKE. 

M.  TREVINO  GARZA. 

EDWARD  DOWNEY. 

J.  GAL  VON. 

J.  L.  PUTEGNAT. 

R.  B.  KINGSBURY. 

H.  S.  ROCK. 

J.  G.  BROWNE. 

F.  YTURRIA. 

GEORGE  WILLMAN. 

The  followiDg  are  the  reports  presented  by  the  witness,  and  ordered 
to  be  attached  to  his  testimony: 

REPORT  OF  THE  ADJUTANT-GENERAL. 

Adjdtant-Genbral*8  Offick, 

August  31,  1875. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  snbmit  the  following  synopsis  of  the  duties  of  my  office  : 
This  office  is  req^ulred  by  the  same  law  of  Congress  which  defines  the  liability  to 
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militia  daty.  The  State  law  adds  all  of  the  do  ties  which  osnally  pertain  to  the 
qaartermaster-genera],*  inspector-general,  commissary-general,  and  paymaster-general. 
These  duties,  as  far  as  they  have  reference  to  the  militia  proper,  consist  of  the  organ- 
ization of  seventeen  companies  of  uniformed  volunteers. 

The  whole  militia  of  the  State  has  never  been  organized,  owing  to  the  want  of  an 
appropriation  to  pay  the  expenses  of  enrollment.  *  But  the  State  is  peculiarly  situated, 
with  a  foreign  boundary  of  1,500  miles,  badly  protected  by  the  United  States  from  for- 
eign banditti,  and  with  a  frontier  on  which  have  been  colonized  many  tribes  of  savages, 
it  has  become  a  matter  of  necessity  that  the  State  t»hould  maintain  a  defensive  atti- 
tude along  a  line  of  over  2,00U  miles.  Whilst  this  expenditure  does  not  properly  be- 
long to  the  State,  yet,  in  the  failure  of  other  protection,  it  is  the  duty  and  interest  of 
the  State  to  give  protection  to  its  people. 

The  result  of  the  operations  of  the  State  troops,  during  the  past  year  and  a  half, 
shows  it  to  be  to  their  interest.  Indian  incursions  have  been  met  by  the  State  troops 
and  severely  punished,  which  has  resulted  in  a  feeling  of  security  along  the  Indian 
border  that  is  fasc  settling  up  that  rich  and  beautiful  portion  of  our  State. 

The  organization  of  the  frontier  forces,  scattered  as  they  are  from  the  mouth  of  the 
Rio  Grande  to  £1  Paso,  and  along  the  line  of  settlements  from  the  Nueces  to  the  Red 
River;  the  furnishing  them  with  arms,  ammunition,  forage,  and  provisions,  with  the 
necessary  scrutiny  of  accounts  and  the  payment  of  approved  vouchers,  has  made  this 
office  no  sinecure. 

In  addition  to  the  duties  arising  out  of  the  present  laws,  there  has  been  a  mass  of 
work  under  the  head  of  deficiencies.  When  the  fourteenth  legislature  met,  seven  com- 
panies of  rangers  and  twenty  companies  of  minute-men  were  in  the  field — the  seven 
companies  called  out  by  Qoveraor  Davis ;  the  minute-companies  acting  under  law.  All 
these  companies  had  rolls  and  accounts  that  required  a  very  careful  criticism. 

The  appropriations  have  been  as  follows : 

FIRST  SBSSION  OF  THB  FOURTEENTH  LEGISLATURE. 

Frontier  protection $300, 000  00 

Deficiencies 150,000  00 

Salaries,  rent  of  store-room,  store-keeper,  stationery,  d[.c 5,  300  00 

Collection  of  arms 1,000  00 

SECOND  SESSION  OF  THE  FOURTEENTH  LEGISLATURE. 

L.  H.  McNelly's  and  Galveston  companies $17,403  00 

Deficiencies tOO  00 

Frontier  protection 150,000  00 

Salaries,  wood,  stationery,  d[.c 4,700  00 

Two  last  items  not  yet  expended. 

The  vouchers  under  all  these  heads  have  been  examined  and  passed,  and  reduced  or 
rejected,  in  the  adjutant-generaPs  office. 

There  is  another  duty  that  should  attach  to  the  office  of  the  adjutant-general,  which 
IS  the  collection,  arrangement,  and  care  of  the  military  records  of  the  State.  These 
records  are  rich  in  elements  that  rival  the  imagination  of  writers  of  fiction ;  yet  there 
is  no  one  authorized  to  collect ;  no  place  where  they  can  be  securely  kept.  Our  people 
should  be  proud  of  our  history ;  yet  it  perishes  yearly  for  the  want  of  the  small  means 
that  would  preserve  and  arrange  it  for  the  future  historian. 

I  add  a  statement  of  uniformed  volunteer  militia  companies,  which  is  the  only  or- 
ganized militia  of  the  State,  and  which  the  experience  of  many  States  has  made  the 
element  to  be  cherished  and  provided  for. 

As  a  result  of  the  civil  war,  which  desolated  the  South  during  the  last  decade,  there 
has  been  left  a  large  number  of  young  men,  who,  having  become  habituated  to  blood- 
shed and  living  upon  the  property  of  others,  have  continued  their  life  of  reprisals  since 
the  war  ended ;  and  as  they  have  been  driven  from  more  populous  countries,  have  fre- 
quently congregated  in  sufficient  numbers  to  overawe  the  civil  authorities  on  our  ex- 
treme and  sparsely  populated  frontier,  from  which  they  have  an  easy  escape  to  Mexico 
whenever  combinations  are  too  strong  for  them. 

The  frontier  battalion,  having  the  powers  of  peace-officers,  have  been  efficient  in  ar- 
resting and  dispersing  these  outlaws.  The  frontier  counties,  from  the  mouth, of  the 
Rio  Qrande  to  the  Red  River,  near  Denison,  may  be  considered  as  in  a  chronic  state  of 
invasion  from  Indians  and  these  perambulating  ^angs  of  outlaws.  The  citizens  of 
these  counties,  recognizing  their  inability  to  sustain  the  laws  by  the  usual  modes,  are 
continually  making  application  for  assistance  of  a  military  character. 

Upon  this  office,  also,  has  devolved  the  receipt  and  distribution  of  arms  and  munitions 
accorded  by  law  of  the  United  States  to  the  amount  of  $28,246,  during  the  last  eighteen 
months,  and  the  care  of  artillery  and  other  arms  previously  issued  by  the  ^euAT^X^-^- 
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ernment,  or  paid  for  by  the  State,  amonnting  to  |74^'i0.66.    It  ^Iso  deTolvea  apon  tUi 
office  to  make  retaroe  to  the  United  Statee,  ae  reqoired  by  law,  of  militia  and  ordDuee. 
Reepeotf ally,  yoar  obedient  aenrant, 

WM.  STEELE, 

AdfmUMt'Oeiunl 
To  his  Exoellency  Richard  Cokk, 

Garermor  of  the  8UUe  of  Tmu, 


Appendix  A. — KUledf  captured,  4^.,  hy  8UUe  troop: 

KiUed,—^  Indians,  13  Mezioan  thieves,  3  ontlaws  (white),  3  enemies'  horses. 
Wound&i  amd  noap^—%  Indianii,  1  Mexican  thief,  1  outlaw  (J.  Hardin). 
Becovered. — 1  white  boy,  1,915*  head  of  eattle,  and  one  Mexican  boy. 
Capturedf  mnd  Immed  over  to  civil  authoritiee, — 29  thieves  and  ontlaws,  2  Indians. 

Appendix  B. —  Uniformed  toolunteer  militia. 
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Commanded  by— 


Ca|iL  M.  F.  Mott. 

Capt. Kelly. 

Capt.  N.  Weeks. 
Capt.  A.  8w  Roberts. 
Ci^rtb  James  Jaeksoo. 
Capt.  Georire  Tearwood. 
Capt.  J.  R.  Coflln. 
Capt.  H.  B.  Adama 
Id  prooeas  of  fomatSoB. 
Capi.  J.  N.  Wright 
Cap4.  F.  S.  Bass. 
Capt.  R.  S.  Ross. 
Capt.  J.  G.  EhliQ. 
Capt.  K.  G.  Bower. 
Capt.  8.  T.  Foster. 
Capt.  Bryan  Mamh. 
Capt.  L.  Ji.  MeKelly. 
Capt.  H.  J.  Hunter. 


AFFAIRS  ON  THE  RIO  GRANDK. 


AdjittantGrnkral's  Office, 

Austim,  July  I,  1875. 

8iR :  I  have  the  honor  to  snbmit  the  followipff  report  of  a  tonr  of  observation  in  tbs 
sonth western  poition  of  the  State,  made  in  obeaieuoe  to  yoar  iostractioDs. 

Prooeeding  to  Han  ADtonio,  I  was  Joined  by  Hon.  J.  £.  Dwyer,  in  response  \o  the  re- 
quest of  yonr  excellency,  and  it  is  doe  to  him  to  say  that  through  his  intimate  knowl- 
edge of  the  laof^nage,  together  with  the  staudiog  which  his  father  bad  when  living, 
and  having  bnsioess  relations  with  Mexico,,  opened  sources  of  information  that  would 
have  been  otherwise  inaccessible. 

The  first  subject  of  investigation  was  the  i obliery  and  burning  of  stores,  and  rob- 
bery of  individuals  in  Nueces  County.  Pasting  over  the  scene  of  that  ontrage,  we 
conversed  with  Mr.  Noakes  (whose  store  had  been  burned)  and  bis  wife;  Mr. Franks 
(whose  store  was  robbed),  and  Mr.  Borden,  who  was  robbed  on  the  road,  and  who  gath- 
ered a  party  and  pursued  until  the  trace  was  lost  by  the  division  of  the  party  into 
small  band^,  going  in  the  direction  of  the  Rio  Qrande.  From  these  and  other  wit- 
nesses the  fact  is  apparent  that  the  raiding-party  was  composed  entirely  of  Mexicans, 
who  were  not  recognized  by  any  of  the  many  residents  of  Nueces  Connty  who  came  in 
contact  with  them  as  l>eing  resident  of  that  part  of  the  State.  One  of  the  raiden 
having  been  wounded  and  abandoned  bv  his  comrades  when  closely  pnrsaed,  was  car- 
ried into  Corpus  Christi,  and,  to  their  shame  be  it  said,  hung  by  ciiiaens  of  that  plscs 
without  the  excuse,  which  is  sometimes  held  to  excusesuch  aotioo,  of  danger  of  rescue  or 
escape.  The  statement  of  this  man,  as  made  to  the  sheriff,  is  stated  by  bim  in  sob^ 
stance:  That  he  was  a  citizen  of  Victoria,  Mixioo,  where  he  had  married  ;  that  he  bad 
worked  in  Brownsville,  and  on  a  rancho  not  far  from  King's :  that  his  family  was  now 
living  near  Matamoros ;  that  the  party  was  organized  m  Mexico,  at  the  Bolsa,  from 

*  A  larger  nnmber  it  offloiaUy  known  to  hsTO  bean  rcoorered,  bat  niunber  of  heads  waa  not  slated  ia 
the  reports. 
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which  point  they  traveled  in  small  parties,  and  at  night,  to  a  rendezrons  ahont  twenty 
miles  from  where  they  commenced  their  operations.  There  they  were  joined  by  an- 
other party  with  fresh  horses.  From  this  point  they  moved  into  some  timber,  where 
they  remained  several  days.  They  expected  an  accession  to  their  force,  which,  not  re- 
ceiving, they  commenced  operations.  He  further  stated  that,  when  he  was  enlisted, 
it  was  stated  that  robbery  was  the  object,«and  that  no  one  was  to  be  hurt,  which  might 
have  been  carried  out  if  Noakes  had  not  resisted  and  shot  one  of  their  number;  in  re- 
taliation for  which  a  Mr.  Smith,  who  was  at  Noakes's,  was  badly  shot,  and  the  store 
homed. 

Many  citizens  were  stopped  on  the  highway  and  robbed,  bnt  not  injured,  except  by 
the  fatigue  of  a  forced  march  with  their  captors.  Our  further  investigation  on  the 
Rio  Grande  shows  that  a  small  party  of  the  raiders  were  arrested  at  Camargo,  Mexico, 
and  sent  iutotbe  interior  of  Mexico,  a  force  of  cavalry  having  been  sent  to  take  them 
to  Monterey,  Cortina,  In  the  meantime,  having  ordered  them  sent  to  Matamoros. 

The  preparations  for  this  raid  were  known  to  many  in  Mexico,  a  letter  announcing 
it  having  been  sent  to  General  Escobodo,  which,  it  is  stated,  did  not  reach  him 
until  the  raid  took  place.  Information  was  also  sent  by  Mr.  Avery,  at  Camargo,  to 
General  Ed.  Hatch,  at  Ringgold  Barracks,  that  something  of  the  kind  was  ou  foot. 
There  is  no  question  but  that  the  expedition  was  intended  to  have  been  of  larger  pro- 
portions, and  that  Corpus  Christi  was  their  objective  point.  Bnt  dissensions  amongst 
themselves  reduced  their  numbers  so  much  that  they  dared  not  attack  so  large  a  place. 

Soon  after  the  raid  of  Mexicans  in  Nueces  County,  some  raids  occurred  of  a  differ- 
ent character.  Bands  of  Americans  went  to  a  place  called  La  Para,  where  a  store  was 
burned  and  several  persons  killed.  This  was  incited  partly  for  revenge  on  Mexicans, 
and  partly  to  suppress  the  killing  of  cattle  for  their  hides. 

There  is  a  considerable  element  in  the  country  bordering  on  the  Nueces  and  west, 
that  think  the  killing  of  a  Mexican  no  crime,  and  the  effect  has  been  to  stop,  for  a 
considerable  extent,  the  trade  between  Laredo  and  Corpus  Christi. 

The  killing  of  cattle  for  their  hides  has  had  much  to  do  with  the  unfortunate  con- 
dition of  Nueces  and  adjoini^ng  counties,  and  some  of  the  merchants  of  Corpus  Christi 
are  much  to  blame  for  their  encouragement  of  this  illegal  traffic.  I  consider  it  abun- 
dantly proved  that  small  stores  and  peddlers  have  been  started  in  trade  by  these  mer- 
chants in  localities  where  there  could  be  no  legitimate  busiuess,  and  returns  have  beea 
made  in  stolen  hides,  which  have  been  shipped  in  various  directions  as  would  best 
avoid  detection. 

Your  excellency  will  doubtless  recollect  that  a  company  of  minnte-men  was  formed 
under  the  law  of  the  first  session  of  the  fourteenth  legislature  for  Nueces  County,  and 
of  which  Warren  Wallace  was  captain.  This  company  was  fortunately  kept  in  serv- 
ice but  three  months ;  for,  in  passing  through  the  country,  I  have  arrived  at  the  oon^ 
elusion  that  the  organization  of  this  company  only  had  the  effect  to  give  a  semblance  of 
authority  to  an  armed  mob.  Captain  Wallace  appears  to  have  exercued  no  control  over 
the  blood-thirsty  instincts  of  many  of  his  company.  The  experience  with  this  com- 
pany only  strengthens  the  conviction  I  have  long  held,  of  the  impropriety  of  organizing 
a  local  force  wherever  there  is  a  question  of  local  interest  involved.  Proceeding  from  the 
Nueces  to  tlie  Rio  Grande,  the  population  changes  from  an  English-speaking  one  to 
one  where  the  great  majority  do  not  understand  that  language,  so  that  outside  of  the 
cities  anyone  not  knowing  something  of  the  Spanish  language  would  have  difficulty  In 
making  bis  wants  known,  even  for  the  necessaries  of  life.  This  population  has  little 
knowledge  of  the  customs  of  the  American  people,  and  none  of  the  laws  which  are  sup- 
posed to  govern ;  the  result  of  which  is  that  county  officers  in  some  of  the  counties 
bordering  on  the  Rio  Grande  have  little  qualifications,  except  that  of  being  able  to  read 
the  laws  and  talk  Mexican.  And  where  a  very  large  preponderance  of  Mexican  votes 
have  elected  one  of  themselves  to  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace,  or  other  office,  he  is 
at  the  mercy  (as  one  of  them  told  me)  of  some  one  who  could  interpret  for  him,  and  he 
said  he  did  not  feel  altogether  responsible  for  documents  in  EngHsh  which  be  bad 
signed  ;  and  these  counties,  while  having  a  population  ostensibly  of  Texas  citizens, 
are  under  control  of  influences  from  the  other  side  of  the  Rio  Grande.  Their  citizen- 
ship sits  lightly  upon  them.  They  look  more  toward  the  city  of  Mexico  than  to  the 
city  of  Washington.  The  language  of  the  country  for  one  hundred  miles  from  the  Rio 
Grande  being  Spanish,  and  a  large  number  of  the  inhabitants  owing  allegiance  to  Mex- 
ico, gives  greater  facilities  to  the  parties  of  cattle-thieves  in  their  operations. 

The4hieves  and  cut-throats  who  have  collected  on  the  border  think  the  killing  of  a 
Texan  something  to  be  proud  of,  and  they  will  kill  any  one,  even  of  their  own  nation- 
ality, should  he  happen  to  encounter  them  with  stolen  cattle,  unless  they  have  confi- 
dence in  his  discretion.  Many  have  been  killed  for  no  other  reason  than  that  they 
knew  too  much.  The  result  is  that  the  many  good  citizens  of  Texas  of  Mexican  origin, 
feeling  that  they  are  unprotected  and  at  the  mercy  of  the  thieves  that  they  may  offend, 
will  not  willingly  give  information.  But,  with  all  these  advantages,  cattle-stealing 
could  be  in  a  great  measure  stopped  if  there  was  not  a  safe  asylum  for  cattle-thieves 
and  their  plunder  as  soon  as  the  line  of  the  Rio  Grande  was  paMed. 
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I  have  heard  of  do  iDstance  in  which  parties  from  Texas  have  met  with  real  aid  froQ 
the  Mexican  authorities.  On  the  contrary,  it  appears  as  if  every  poaaible  obstacle  was 
interposed  by  oflScials  to  the  recovery  of  stolen  animals  or  other  propertj.  Even  io 
the  case  where  some  of  the  raiders  into  Nueces  Connty  were  arrested  in  Camancoan 
opportunity  to  view  the  property  found  upon  them  was  refused  to  Mr.  Avery,  acting  in 
behalf  of  the  United  States  consul  at  Matamoros.  Probably  the  officials  at  Camargo 
were  afraid  of  General  J.  N.  Cortina,  whose  autocratic  power  extends  to  and  inclodes 
that  town.  His  complicity  with  the  thieves  and  participation  in  the  profits  of  cattle- 
stealing  is  conflrmed  by  the  fact  that  a  Spanish  steamer  was,  dnrinii:  ray  stay  in  Browog. 
ville,  loading  with  cattle  contracted  by  Cortina  himself,  and  these  cattle  were  exam- 
ined and  found  to  consist  mostly  of  cattle  stolen  from  Texas. 

Cortina  is  the  recognized  head  and  protector  of  all  of  the  cattle-thieves  and  mur- 
derers from  Camar^o  to  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande.  He  takes  them  from  the  haoda 
of  any  officer  who  is  bold  enough  to  arrest  them.  The^,  in  tnrn,  sapport  him  against 
all  powers  that  may  be  brought  against  him.  It  is  impossible  to  conceive,  witbont 
having  heard  from  many  and  undeniable  sonroes  on  both  sides  of  the  line  of  Mexico 
and  Texas,  of  the  extent  of  the  power  of  this  great  robber  chief.  It  is  a  well-known 
fact  that  not  only  Cortina  himself,  but  even  his  mistress,  gives  orders  to  judges  as  to 
their  decisions  in  cases,  either  civil  or  criminal,  and  such  orders  are  obeyed.  His 
armed  adherents  are  said  to  number  over  two  thousand.  He  has  around  him  most  of 
the  time  seventy  or  eighty  of  his  trusted  men.  The  police  of  Matamoros,  of  whieh 
city  he  is  mayor,  is  composed  entirely  of  ruffians  ready  at  any  moment  to  commit 
murder  or  any  other  crime  at  his  bidding. 

There  is  no  prospect  of  a  cessadon  of  the  raids  into  Texas  until  thia  man  is  removed 
entirely  from  our  frontier,  and  a  better  disposition  is  manifested  in  arresting  thievei, 
and  restoring  stolen  property,  by  the  Mexican  civil  officers  near  the  line. 

It  has  been  claimed  that  horses  and  mules  have  been  stolen  in  Mexico  and  brongjbt 
to  Texas  for  sale,  but  I  have  not  learned  of  one  instance  where  the  name  of  the  thief 
did  not  indicate  a  Mexican  origin ;  and  whenever  the  thieves  have  been  pursued, 
every  facility  has  been  given  to  recover  the  stolen  property. 

But  there  is  a  feature  in  these  claims  of  stolen  property  from  Mexico  that  deserves 
attention.  Along  the  line  of  the  river  the  United  States  revenue  department  has 
mounted  inspectors,  who  have  frequently  detected  droves  of  horses  or  males  trying  to 
enter  the  United  States  without  the  payment  of  duties.  Invariably,  in  sach  cases,  the 
claim  is  set  up  of  "stolen  animals.''  So  uniformly  is  this  action  taken,  that  the  con- 
viction is  forced  upon  me  that  a  previous  agreement  exists,  by  wbioh  the  claim  of 
"  stolen  property  "  is  to  be  set  up  in  case  of  failure  to  evade  the  custom-house  officers. 
In  traveling  thronsh  the  country  between  the  Nueces  and  Rio  Grande,  I  beard  no  talk 
of  robberies  from  Mexico,  other  than  in  the  cases  mentioned  above ;  whilst  at  every 
place  I  heard  of  stolen  cattle  driven  towards  Mexico,  and  such  concurrent  testimony 
as  to  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  cattle-stealing  is  going  on  almost  daily,  and  has  been 
since  the  close  of  the  confederate  war,  to  the  extent  that  there  is  not  now  ten  per 
cent,  of  the  cattle  that  were  to  be  found  within  one  hundred  miles  of  the  Rio  Grande  in 
1864. 

The  result  of  my  observations  leads  to  the  following  conclusions : 

1st.  That  parties  have  been  and  are  still  being  organized  on  Mexican  soil  for  Uie 
purpose  of  plundering  ranches,  stores,  and  individuals,  and  other  parties,  fur  the  par- 
pose  of  collecting  herds  of  cattle  in  Texas  and  driving  them  into  Mexico  for  sale. 
That  these  acts  are  committed  with  the  knowledge  and  connivance  of  Maxican  officials. 

2d.  That  parties  of  Americans  living  near  the  Nueces  have  banded  together  with 
the  object  of  stopping  the  killing  of  cattle  for  the  hides,  but  have  themselves  com- 
mitted the  greater  crimes  of  murder  and  arson. 

3d.  That  many  merchants  of  Corpus  Christi  and  elsewhere  have  aided  and  abetted 
the  hide-peeling,  by  buying  the  stolen  hides  knowingly. 

4th.  That  the  conntr;|'  near  the  Rio  Grande  is  being  rapidly  depopulated  of  gooddU- 
sens  on  account  of  the  insecurity  of  life  and  property. 

.   5th.  That  the  negro  United  States  soldiery  give  no  sense  of  security  to  citizens  oat- 
side  of  towns,  but,  on  the  contrary,  are  regarded  with  fear. 

6th.  That  there  is  an  intelligent  and  inauatrious  population  on  the  Texas  border  of 
the  Rio  Grande,  who  only  need  security  from  foreign  incursions  to  make  them  vain- 
able,  law-abiding  citizens,  whose  flocks  and  herds  will  add  very  Uucgfly  to  the  wealth 
of  the  State. 

The  question  then  arises  as  to  the  course  to  be  adopted  to  remove  the  irritating 
causes,  which,  if  allowed  to  continue,  will  sooner  or  later  involve  the  two  ooontrits 
in  war. 

The  first  necessity  is,  that  the  despotic  power  of  Cortina  be  removed.  Second,  that 
there  must  be  such  an  agreement  between  officers  of  the  peace  on  both  aides  as  will 
prevent  the  collection  of  criminals  on  the  line,  where  they  can  escape  from  one  nation- 
ality to  another,  as  may  be  necessary  to  their  safety. 

Failing  in  such  peaceable  measures,  it  is  necessary  that  there  should  be  a  large  force 


TEXAS  FRONTIER  TROUBLES.  85 

nnder  one  head  on  the  Rio  Grande,  with  orders  to  parsae  and  captare  felons  into  Mex- 
ico, if  necessary.  The  immnnity  from  parsoit  no  longer  existing,  stealing  would  be 
red  need  to  the  petty  proportions  that  is  fonnd  everywhere. 

Herewith  I  inclose  affidavits  and  statements  of  varioas  parties  in  support  of  the 
opinions  above  expressed,  as  follows: 

A. — Affidavit  of  Jesus  Sandoval. 

B  — Affidavit  of  Anastasio  Cavasot. 

C. — Affidavit  of  Lawrence  8.  Hynes. 

D.— Affidavit  of  Henry  Klahn. 

E.— Affidavit  of  H.  E.  Rook. 

F.— Affidavit  of  A.  E.  Irwin. 

G.—Affidavit  of  F.  M.  Rhodes. 

H.— Affidavit  of  J.  1\  Callaghan. 

1.— Affidavit  of  G.  A.  HaU. 

J. — Affidavit  of  N.  Champion. 

K. — Affidavit  of  D.  McLean. 

L. — ^Affidavit  of  C.  Stillman. 

M. — Copy  of  letter  to  Jndee  Ed.  Dongherty,  from  Tbos.  F.  Wilson,  United  States 
consul,  Matamoros,  April  10, 1875,  inclosing  letter  of  Lucius  Avery,  United  States  con- 
sular agent,  dated  Camargo,  April  6,  1875. 

N.— Copy  of  letter  from  Judge  Ed.  Dougherty,  from  Thos.  F.  Wilson,  United  States 
consul,  Matamoros,  April  14, 1§75. 

O.— Report  of  John  Vale,  deputy  collector,  dated  Roma,  April  6, 1875,  to  collector  of 
customs  at  Brownsville. 

P. — Letter  to  J.  L.  Haynes,  from  Joseph  Dunn,  sending  copy  of  letter  from  Matt^ 
Dunn,  Carrizo,  April  17,  1875. 

Q. — Letter  to  collector  of  customs,  Brownsville,  from  S.  G.  Stewart,  Rio  Grande  City 
April  23,  1875. 

R. — Copy  of  inquest  on  body  of  Geo.  Hill,  county  of  Cameron,  April  18,  1875. 

S. — Copy  of  report  of  grand  jury,  Hidalgo  County,  April  28,  1875. 

T. — Substance  of  circular  of  Francisco  Fnentes  Fareas,  president  of  common  council, 
Matamoros,  May  26,  1874. 

U. — Letter  of  C.  Stillman  to  Henry  Klahn,  dated  La  Jarita,  June  13, 1875. 

V. — Certificate  of  J.  L.  Haynes,  Brownsville,  Jone  21, 1875. 

W. — Letter  of  J.  G.  Brown,  sheriff  Cameron  County,  to  General  .7.  N.  Potter,  U.  S.  A. 
commanding  Fort  Brown,  Texas,  Brownsville,  June  1, 1875,  and  indorsement  thereon 
of  H.  C.  Merriam,  major  Twenty-fourth  Infaatry,  temporarily  commanding  post,  dated 
Headquarters,  Fort  Brown,  June  2, 1875. 

X. — Correspohdence  of  Frontera  to  Corpus  Christ!  Weekly  Gazette  of  June  5, 1875. 

Y.— Affidavit  of  Victor  Morel. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE, 
Adjutant-General. 

His  Excellency  Richard  Cokk, 

Oovemar  of  Texas. 


REPORT  OF  8KNATOR  DWYKR. 

San  Antonio,  August  14, 1875. 
His  Excellency  Richard  Coke,  Chvemar  of  Texas : 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  the  reqnest  made  by  your  excellency  in  your  letter  of  May 
18, 1875, 1  Joined  General  William  Steele,  the  adjutant-general  of  the  State,  in  a  tour 
of  observation,  to  investigatelhe  cause  and  extent  of  the  recent  disturbances  in  the 
country  between  the  Rio  Grande  and  Nneces  Rivers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  say  that  I  concur  in  the  report  made  by  Adjutant-General  Steele. 
I  respectfully  submit  the  following  remarks,  especially  to  state  more  fully  the  com- 
plaints of  our  Mexican  citizens  living  in  Texas. 

Undoubtedly  robberies  and  murders  by  Mexicans  from  Mexico  have  almost  continu- 
ally been  perpetrated  in  Texas,  but  in  retaliation  Americans  have  committed  terrible 
outrages  on  citizens  of  Mexican  origin. 

In  passing  through  Bee  Countv,  we  heard  of  a  Mexican,  a  quiet  citizen  (so  reported 
to  be  by  the  presiding  jastice  of  the  county,  an  American),  who  had  been  brutally 
murdered,  a  few  davs  before  our  arrival,  by  several  Americans,  because  (as  was  stated 
to  General  Steele)  the  Mexican  would  not  go  and  play  the  fiddle  for  them.  This  sub- 
stantiates fully  General  Steele's  report,  viz,  "  That  there  is  a  considerable  element  in 
the  conntry  bordering  on  the  Nuecis  and  west  that  think  the  killing  of  a  Mexiea.\v\^<^ 
crime.*' 


86  TEXAS  FBONTIEB  TROUBLES. 

There  is  do  Jastifiable  defense  for  the  outra^ns,  Iswleas  acts  committed  on  Hexi* 
caos  living  in  Nnecee  and  Cameron  Coaotiee  inconsequence  of  the  recent  raid  of  tbe 
Mexican  mbbers  near  Corpus  Christi.  Instead  of  exterminating  the  banditti  who  io* 
vaded  Texas,  the  vengeauce  fell  on  the  poor  and  onfortnnate  living  in  the  coaotrj. 
But  I  am  happy  to  state  that  the  numerous  indictments  found  by  the  late  Noeoes 
County  grand  Jury  indicate  that  these  outrages  have  aroused  the  good  men  of  the 
conntry  with  the  determination  to  put  down  vandalism  and  sustain  the  majesty  of  the 
law. 

There  is  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  some  Americans,  which  crops  oot ''  erenj  once 
in  a  while,"  not  to  respect  the  property  of  Mexicans  living  southwest  of  the  Noeccs 
River.  As  a  case  in  point,  I  would  respectfully  cite  that  of  Senor  Don  Sabino  Cavaios, 
a  neighbor  of  Mr.  Richard  King,  on  the  Santa  Gertrudes,  Nueces  Connty. 

Senor  Cavazos  is  known  to  be  a  good,  law-abiding  Mexican  citisen,  a  stock-raiter 
having  horses  and  cattle.  Senor  Cavazos  has  had  a  ranch  in  Texas  for  over  a  quarter 
of  a  century.  Well,  one  of  our  enterprising  Americans  living,  I  believe,  in  Live  Oak 
County  openly  claims  Cavazos's  brand  as  his  own  property,  without  any  sale  or  trans- 
fer from  Cavazos. 

I  myself  read  Sabino  Cavazos's  letter  to  Captain  McNelly,  appealing  for  protection. 

Many  of  the  citizens  of  Mexican  origin  complain  bitterly  that  the  safeguards  ssd 
protection  of  the  laws  of  the  State  are  not  usually  thrown  around  their  property  u 
around  that  of  a  select  few.  They  complain  that  the  extensive  "  beef-packeries"  too 
freely  receive  and  butcher  cattle  bearing  Mexican  brands.  They  say  that  while  im- 
ports of  cattle  or  hides  with  A's,  B's,  and  C's,  American  brands  and  ear-marks,  giving 
full  description  thereof,  are  generally  properly  made,  when  it  comes  to  their  prop- 
erty, their  cattle  or  hides,  they  are  usually  reported  simply  as  so  many  cattle  or 
hides  with  **  Mexican  brands,''  without  any  description  thereof;  henoe  their  inability 
to  trace  their  property,  even  when  sold  without  their  authority. 

Such  are  the  complaints  made  by  our  Mexican  citizens,  and  I  have  thought  it  mj 
duty  to  report  them  to  your  excelleney. 

As  to  the  relations  with  the  adjoining  repnblio,  smugglingj  in  oonseqnenee  of  the  im- 
mediate proximity  of  the  Zona  Libra  (or  Free  Zone)  and  cattle-stealing  by  Mexicau 
from  Mexico,  have  worked  together  to  the  destruction  of  Texas  interests. 

Many  well-to-do  Mexican  ranoheros  owning  property  on  both  sides  of  the  Rio  Orsnde 
are  engaged  in  smuggling,  using  the  bold  and  intrepid  for  the  business,  and  when  dep- 
redations or  murders  are  committed  in  Texas  by  these  "  emplov^"  the  smuggling 
ranoheros  do  not  dare  expose  them,  in  oonseqoenoe  of  their  own  illicit  traflBc,  and  the 
honest  ranchero,  for  self-preservation,  dares  not  expose  them,  as  hia  life  and  property 
hoik  are  at  the  meroy  of  the  marauders. 

The  system  of  '* rurol  poHce**  on  the  ftontier  of  Mexioo  is  so  perfect,  tBat  the  Mexiesn 
authorities  are  generally  aware  of  nearly  all  the  thefts  of  animals  committed  on  tbe 
Texas  side  of  the  river,  eBoedally  when  the  booty  is  carried  over  to  tbe  Mexican  side  of 
the  Rio  Bravo.  But  the  Mexican  officials  on  the  Lower  Rio  Grande  have  acted  in  ex- 
ceeding bad  faith,  even  when  our  American  citizens,  or  Mexicans  claiming  American 
citizenship,  niade  fair  and  just  reclamations,  and  their  identified  stolen  property  was 
in  sight. 

As  a  ludicrous  example  of  the  bad  faith  and  **fine$9e^  of  some  of  the  Mexican  officials 
on  the  Lower  Rio  Grande,  I  will  relate  one  of  their  escapades,  resulting  out  of  what  \» 
known  as  the  Corpus  Christi  raid,  as  reported  by  Mr.  Avery,  United  States  commercitl 
agent  at  Camargo,  Mexico. 

As  soon  as  Mr.  Avery  heard  of  the  arrest  of  several  of  the  raidere  by  the  principsl 
Judge  at  Camargo,  he  went  to  see  if  he  would  be  permitted  to  inspect  the  stolen  prop- 
erty belonging  to  Americans  found  in  possession  of  the  raidere.  This  permission  was 
rffvted.  But  subsequently  an  order  came  from  Matamorus  allowing  the  inspection  by 
the  United  States  commercial  agent  of  the  stolen  property  in  charge  of  the  Mexican 
authorities. 

A  long  inventory  was  handed  Mr.  Avery  by  the  judge,  in  court,  and  at  tbe  very  bot- 
tom of  toe  inventory  was  reported  "  a  gold  watch  and  chain." 

As  Mr.  Avery  had  been  notified  by  one  of  the  victims  of  the  Corpus  Christi  raid  to 
be  on  the  lookout  for  a  gold  watch  and  chaiui  in  hopes  to  identify  the  property  be 
a(»ked  to  see  it. 

Seme  is  oourff  Camargo,  Mexico, 

Mexican  Judge.  Very  well,  sir;  you  shall  see  it.  Mr.  Clerk,  show  the  gentleman 
the  gold  watch  and  chain. 

Clerk.  The  gold  watch  and  chain ;  si,  seflor ;  hum !  hum !  (Clerk  retires  from  court- 
room, then  returns.^  Your  honor,  I  don't  know  where  the  gold  watch  and  chain  are- 
hum !    I  believe — the — prisoner  has  got  them  yet. 

Judge.  Bring  the  prisoner  in  court.  (Prisoner, one  of  the  raiders,  brought  in.)  Have 
yon  got  the  gold  watch  and  chain  T 

Prisoner.  No,  sir.    When  coming  through  Reqnasa  Yiejo,  my  comrades  and  myself. 
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M  prisonen,  having  no  ftrnda  feo  bay  proTisions  with,  I  sold  the  gold  watoh'&nd  chain 
for  $15. 

JVDQR  (to  the  priaooer).  That  was  Yory  wrong,  sir.  (Then  taming  to  Mr.  Avery.) 
I  regret  this  very  maoh,  sir;  bat  is  there  anything  else  on  the  inventory  yoa  would 
like  to  see  f 

''  No,"  replied  Mr.  Avery,  and  in  diagiist  he  went  home. 

it  was  claimed  by  respectable  Mexican  citiseosat  Mata<noros,  and  by  the  indefatiga- 
ble Mexican  consnl  at  Brownsville,  that  this  condition  of  affairs  existed  owing  to  **  Cor- 
Una's  reign'';  and  injustice  %o  several  Mexican  gentlemen  I  woald  say  that  they  did 
all  in  their  power  to  cause  the  removal  of  Cortina  from  the  frontier. 

Now  that  the  United  States  (government  seems  to  have  awakened  from  its  "  Rip  Van 
Winkle  sleep,"  after  the  wanton  marder  of  Texas  citizens,  high-handed  thefts  of  Texas 
property,  and  open  invasion  of  Texas  soil  by  a  well  organized  and  armed  body  of  Mex- 
icans from  Mexico,  it  is  sincerely  and  most  fervently  hoped  that  a  better  era  will  dawn 
upon  oar  unfortunate,  bleeding  frontier. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOS.  E.  DWYEB,  Jr. 


APPENDIX. 
A. — Afidavii  ofJe9Ui  SandovdL 

Unttbd  States  op  America, 

EoMterm  Dialrict  ^  TexM : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned  authority,  Jesns  Sandoval,  who, 
being  sworn,  says : 

My  name  is  Jesns  Sandoval ;  I  live  at  the  ranch  of  Estero  Grande,  15  miles  above 
Brownsville,  Cameron  Conn ty, Tex.;  I  have  lived  in  what  is  now  Cameron  siacel846; 
I  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department  of  the  United  States  when  the 
battle  of  Palo  Alto  was  fought,  and  served  until  the  end  of  that  war ;  and  since  the 
conclusion  of  peace  I  have  lived  in  Cameron  County,  and  nowhere  else. 

Raiding  upon  the  people  of  Texas  by  bands  of  armed  Mexicans  commenced  in  the 
year  1659,  when  Juan  N.  Cortina  entered  Brownsville  at  the  head  of  an  armed  party 
of  Mexicans  and  committed  mnrders  and  other  outrages.  This  occurred  on  the  luom- 
ing  of  September  S8.  Since  that  date  raids  of  a  similar  character  have  been  made  upon 
the  people  of  Texas  by  armed  Mexicans  on  various  occasions,  and  they  have  been  con- 
tinned  up  to  date. 

After  tne  eonftlusion  of  the  civil  war  in  this  country,  bands  of  raiders  were  organized 
in  Mexico  to  invade  the  territory  of  the  United  States.  They  murdered  many  citizens 
of  Texas,  robbed  the  people  of  that  State  at  will,  and  carried  the  stolen  property  into 
Mexico  and  sold  it.  This  was  done  with  the  knowledge  and  consent  of  the  Mexican 
authorities.  The  appointment  of  an  eneargido^  or  magistrate,  at  each  ranche,  whose 
duty  it  is  to  preserve  order,  to  protect  citizens  of  Mexico  in  the  enjoyment  of  their 
ri|i;ht<*,  to  arrest  offenders,  to  prevent  stolen  goods  from  being  carried  across  the 
Rio  Grande,  and  to  report  everything  of  interest  to  his  superior — the  fact  that  armed 
bodies  of  men,  called  the  "rural  police,''  act  under  the  orders  of  the  encargado,  and  aid 
him,  when  required,  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  gives  that  official  extraordinary 
powers.  Now,  with  these  officers  and  these  organizations,  it  would  be  impossible  for  a 
body  of  armed  men  to  leave  Mexico  without  the  knowledge  of  the  authorities ;  and  fur 
such  a  body  to  return  from  Texas  with  droves  of  stolen  horses  and  cattle  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  authorities  is  not  within  the  range  of  possibility. 

In  Matamoros  there  is  a  registrar  of  brands,  whose  duty  it  is  to  record  the  brand  of 
every  horse  or  cow  brought  within  that  jurisdiction.  Said  officer  is  cognizant  of  the 
sale  of  all  animals  within  his  Jarisdiction.  Besides,  the  city  of  Matamoros  levies  a  tax 
of  25  cents  upon  every  horse  or  cow  sold  within  the  corporate  limits.  The  authorities 
of  that  city  have  been  compelled  to  know  of  Uie  introduction  of  animals  stolen  from 
the  people  of  Texas.  They  could  not  be  sold  within  her  limits  without  the  protection 
of  her  authorities.  I  know  many  cattle,  stolen  from  the  people  of  Texas,  have  been 
sold  in  MLatamoros,  because  I  have  seen  them  and  knew  the  brands.  I  also  know  that 
the  taxes  on  said  cattle  were  collected  by  officers  appointed  by  the  city  authorities  or 
elected  in  accordance  with  law.  I  have  seen  cattle  sold  in  Matamoros,  as  above  stated, 
having  the  brands  of  Capt.  Richard  King,  Clarke,  Wrisht,  Rabb,  and  many  others, 
both  of  Americans  and  naturalized  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  information,  derived  from  trastwortby  sources  and  from  personal  observation, 
that  similar  transactions  have  taken  place  in  R^vnosa,  Camargo,  Mier,  and  Guerrero. 

I  know  that  the  raiding  parties  were  composea  of  citizens  of  Mexico,  with  few  ex- 
ceptions. The  leaders  were  well  known,  and  they  have  on  all  occasions  carried  their 
plunder  into  Mexico.  Should  a  party  of  Americans  commit  a  robbery  in  Texas  and 
carry  the  stolen  property  into  Mexico,  they  would  be  arrested  and  iVi^  v^'^^'^^  Na^^e^^ 
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from  them.    I  do  not  know  of  any  soch  oocarrenoe,  nor  have  I  heard  of  anj,  and  I  am 
positive  sach  a  thing  has  not  happened. 

I  believe  it  would  be  impoesible  for  an  armed  party  of  fifty  Americans  to  enter  Mex- 
ico, rob  and  barn  houses,  remain  several  days,  and  return  to  Texas.  The  orgauisatioDs 
before  mentioned,  the  strength  of  the  different  ranches  in  popalation,  the  lacility  for 
the  transmission  of  news,  all  go  to  show  the  impractioability  of  such  an  andertakiog. 
I  am  positive  no.  party  of  Americans  have  ever  j>a8sed  the  Lower  Rio  Orande  to  plun- 
der the  people  of  Mexico  since  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo.  I 
kuow  that  men  who  were  Confederate  soldiers  have  not  robbed  people  in  Texas  and 
carried  the  stolen  property  into  Mexico,  at  least  on  the  lower  Rio  Grande,  and  I 
am  sure  they  have  not  committed  robberies  in  Mexico  and  brought  the  property  to 
this  bank. 

I  have  been  a  peaceable  citizen  of  the  United  States  since  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty- 
three,  at  least  I  have  voted  and  held  ofiice ;  for  that  reason  I  have  many  enemies  in 
Mexico ;  they  say  I  am  Americanized,  and  consequently  criminal — a  traitor  to  Mexico ; 
they  have  persecuted,  threatened  my  life,  and  attempted  to  assassinate  me.  For  seven 
months  I  have  not  slept  in  my  house ;  I  have  slept  in  the  chaparral — and  have  been  a 
solitary  sentinel  over  mv  own  person. 

On  the  twentjv-first  day  of  April  of  the  present  year,  three  armed  Mexicans,  from 
beyond  the  Rio  Grande,  went  to  mv  house,  asked  for  me ;  they  told  my  wife  if  she  did 
not  tell  where  I  was  they  would  kill  her.    I  was  luckily  not  at  home. 

I  am  positive  that  General  Juan  N.  Cortina  is  implicated  in  the  robberies  npon  the 
people  of  Texas.  On  the  first  day  of  March,  of  this  year,  he  was  at  the  raocli  of  La- 
guna  Redondo,  and  there  received  from  Capt.  Alijos  Sanches  a  drove  of  cattle  which 
had  been  stolen  in  Texas.  I  know  from  men  of  undoubted  veracity  that  General  Cor- 
tina has'  many  cattle  on  his  ranches  which  were  stolen  in  Texas,  and  have  yet  the 
brands  of  the  rightful  owners. 

Capt.  Saves  Garcia,  of  the  regular  army  of  Mexico,  and  formerly  of  General  Corti- 
na's  brigade,  invaded  Texas  on  various  occasions  with  his  company ;  they  had  their 
government  arms  in  their  hands;  he  committed  many  robberies  in  Texas,  and  crossed 
many  cattle  into  Mexico.  I  have  seen  cattle,  stolen  from  Texas,  at  General  Cortina's 
ranch  of  Mogotes,  with  the  brand  of  Captain  Garcia  npon  them. 

I  think  it  was  in  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-three  that  General  Cortina  became 
enraged  at  Captain  Garcia ;  he  accused  him  of  having  sold  the  largest  and  best  part  of 
a  drove  of  stolen  cattle  instead  of  having  turned  them  over  to  Cortina  ;  the  general 
spoke  of  hanging  the  captain.  Garcia,  in  order  to  appease  his  ofi'ended  commander, 
passed  his  command  over  the  Bio  Grande,  and  weiit  to  the  ranch  of  Jardid,  where  be 
collected  a  large  number  of  cattle ;  a  party  went  out  frcm  Brownsville,  Garcia  heard 
of  them,  and  made  a  hasty  retreat  into  Mexico.  The  American  party  found  a  number 
of  cattle  with  the  brand  of  Captain  Garcia  freshly  burned. 

The  robberies  have  continuea  since  the  ficutier  commission  was  in  seraion.  I  cannot 
say  how  many  cattle  have  been  driven  into  Mexico,  but  1  am  positive  there  is  now  on 
hand  but  10  per  cent,  of  what  was  on  hand  five  years  since. 

The  Mexicans  sav  they  will  drive  the  Americans  and  the  Americanized  Mexicans  out 
of  this  country  or  kill  them.    They  claim  the  country  and  all  the  property. 

JESUS  SANDOVAL. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  3d  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1875. 

[L.  8.]  F.  J.  PARKER, 

Clerk  Circuit  Court  United  Statee,  Eastern  JMhtriet  of  Texa$. 

I  certify  the  above  and  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  executed  before  me. 

F.  J.  PARKER, 
Clerk  United  8iate$  Circuit  CouH,  EoBtem  Dittrict  of  JVams. 


B. — Affidavit  i^  AnQ»t4u\o  Cava§o$. 

State  of  Texas,  County  of  Cameron : 

Brownsyills,  April  21, 1875. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned  authority,  Anastaslo  Cavasos,  who, 
being  sworn,  says : 

My  name  is  Anastasio  Cavasos.  I  live  at  the  Mezqnite  ranch,  thirty-nine  miles  north 
of  Brownsville,  Cameron  County,  Texas.  I  am  a  stock-raiser.  I  have  lived  in  Cam- 
eron County  twenty-four  yeats. 

On  the  first  day  of  January  of  last  year  I  had  on  hand  about  one  thousand  head  of 
cattle.  They  were  worth  about  seven  thousand  dollars.  T*he  price  of  cattle  has  been 
depreciated  on  this  frontier  on  account  of  the  want  of  protection  and  security.  The 
same  animals,  if  in  the  interior  parts  of  Texas,  could  have  been  sold  for  more  than  ten 
thousaud  dollars. 
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During  the  early  part  of  Jnly,  of  last  veary  a  party  of  armed  Mexicans  crossed  into 
Texas,  from  Mexico,  and  took  bv  force  more  than  one  hundred  beeves  from  me,  and 
a  larger  nnmber  from  James  Q.  Brown,  sheriff  of  Cameron  Connty.  They  were  crossed 
into  Mexico  below  Brownsville,  at  the  ranch  of  £i  Pando.  My  son-in-law  followed  the 
trail  to  the  bank  of  the  Rio  Grande. 

In  the  early  part  of  November  I  waa  again  robbed  of  beeves.  I  went  to  Matamoros 
to  reclaim  some  beeves.  Mr.  H.  8.  Rock  tiad  snen  them.  I  waited  on  the  registrar  of 
brands,  and  he  had  painted  or  copied  my  brand  wrongly.  He  told  me  I  had  no  right 
to  recover  anything,  as  I  had  not  any  beeves  there.  I  retnrned  to  Brownsville  and  got 
a  certificate  from  H.  S.  Rock,  deputy  inspector  of  hides  and  animals,  that  he  had  seen 
beeves  of  mine  in  the  herd  which  had  been  sold  by  the  authorities  of  Matamoras. 
Afier  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  and  spending  some  money,  I  succeeded  in  recovering  fif- 
teen dollars  for  twelve  beeves  of  mine  which  had  been  sold  by  the  authorities  of  Mata- 
moros. While  I  was  engaged  in  recovering  fifteen  dollars  for  twelve  beeves,  I  was  robbed 
of  nearly  all  the  cattle  I  bad  left  at  home.  Don  Matias  Serrape  followed  the  trail  of  the 
robbers,  which  led  in  the  direction  of  the  Rio  Grande,  and  he  recaptured  fifty-nine  of 
my  cattle. 

I  have  had  men  engaged  in  searching  the  range,  and  they  have  gathered  about  one 
hundred  and  eighty  heiui  of  my  cattle.  More  than  eight  hundred  head  of  my  cattle 
have  been  stolen  from  me  and  carried  into  Mexico.  These  robberies  were  committed 
by  Mexicans.  The  cattle  were  taken  to  Mexico,  some  of  them  sold  publicly  in  Mata- 
moros, with  the  knowledge  and  co-ovieration  of  the  authorities. 

The  enearffado9,  or  magistrates,  In  the  different  ranches  on  the  Mexican  side  of  the 
Rio  Grand»,  are  assisted  by  the  rural  police  in  enforcing  the  laws  and  in  preserving 
order.  It  is  their  duty  to  prevent  the  introduction  into  Mexico  of  property  stolen  in 
Texas.  If  thf^y  had  done  tneir  duty,  they,  aided  by  the  rural  police,  coulu  have  pre- 
ventf^  ihe  robbers  from  crossing  with  my  cattle.  It  was  their  duty  to  have  arrested 
the  robbers  after  they  had  crossed. 

I  am  positive  fiftj  armed  Americans  could  not  enter  Mexico,  go  one  hundred  and 
fifty  miles  into  the  interior,  rob  and  commit  other  depredations,  and  then  make  a  safe 
retreat  across  the  Rio  Grande.  The  rural  police,  the  facility  with  which  they  can 
coinmuaicate  news  from  ranch  to  ranch,  would  render  such  a  thing  impossible. 

I  have  never  known  a  party  of  Americans  to  enter  Mexico  for  the  purpose  of  raiding. 

The  people  of  the  State  of  Tamaulipas,  Mexico,  generally  breed  horses  and  mules. 
They  buy  beeves  from  Texas. 

ANASTASIO  CAVA80S. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  the  twenty-first  day  of  April,  eighteen 
hundred  and  seventy-five. 

CORN'S  STILLMAN, 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  Precind  No,  2,  Cameron  County,  Texas. 

Umited  States  of  America, 

Eastern  District  of  Texas : 

I  hereby  certify  that  I  have  carefully  compared  the  above  and  foregoing  copy  of  the 
affidavit  of  Anastasio  Cavasos  with  the  original,  and  that  it  is  correct. 

JOHN  S.  FORD. 

Snbscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  5th  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1H75. 

[l.  8.]  F.  J.  PARKER, 

Clerk  United  States  Circuit  Court,  Eastern  District  of  Texas,  at  BrownsviUe, 


C. — Affidavit  of  Lawrence  J,  Hynes, 

United  States  of  America, 

Eastern  District  of  Texas : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned  authority,  Lawrence  J.  Hynes,  who, 
being  sworn,  says: 

My  bame  is  Lawrence  J.  Hynes.  I  live  at  the  ranch  of  Santa  Maria,  thirty-five  miles 
above  Brownsville,  Cameron  County,  Texap.  I  have  lived  there  six  years ;  four  years 
of  the  time  I  was  justice  of  the  peace,  precinct  No.  3.  I  have  been  engaged  in  farm- 
ing and  selling  goods. 

Ever  since  the  close  of  t6e  civil  war  in  this  country,  bands  of  armed  Mexicans  have 
been  crossing  from  Mexico  into  Texas.  They  have  assassinated  citizens,  robbed  stores, 
taken  stock  by  force,  and  they  have  carried  their  stolen  property  into  Mexico,  and 
sold  it  publicly  in  the  markets  of  that  country.  These  outrages  have  continued  up  to 
the  present  time. 

Since  June,  1873,  a  dozen  droves  of  stolen  cattle  have  been  crossed  into  Mexico  in  tba 
vicinity  of  Santa  Maria. 
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About  the  middle  of  the  present  month  a  party  of  armed  Mexicans  crossed  the  Rio 
Grande:  collected  a  drove  of  cattle  belonging  to  citizens  in  the  vicinity  of  LiakeTio 
Cano.  They  killed  George  HilU  about  four  miles  west  of  Tio  Cano,  where  he  lived. 
He  was  hunting  horses,  and  appears  to  have  come  upon  the  marauders  nnawarra. 
They  shot  him  four  times,  robbed  him  of  a  pistol,  saddle,  bridle,  rope,  and  all  his 
clothing  but  his  shirt.  That  night  two  droves  of  stolen  cattle  were  crossed  into  Mexico, 
one  near  the  Carricitos,  the  other  in  Hidalgo  County,  at  the  Esterito  ranch. 

Since  that  time  armed  men  from  Mexico  have  been  seen  in  the  range  around  Tio 
Cano.  They  shot  at  the  herdsmen  of  Francisco  Fuentes,  and  drove  them  out  of  the 
range ;  also  at  other  herdsmen.  They  were  in  Cameron  County  a  few  days  ago,  and 
are  said  to  be  there  now.  Herdsmen  will  not  leave  the  houses,  and  stock  are  at  the 
mercy  of  the  invaders.  A  sense  of  insecurity  prevails  among  the  residents  who  have 
anything  to  lose,  and  their  only  concern  is  to  save  their  lives  by  keeping  out  of  sight 
of  the  marauders. 

The  citizens  of  Mexican  origin  say  that  the  invaders  declare  their  intention  is  to  kill 
the  Americans  or  drive  them  off  and  to  take  Texas  back  ^  and  Americans  have  been 
cautioned  of  impending  danger  by  friendly  Mexicans. 

I  cannot  say  how  many  thousand  heads  of  stock  have  been  driven  into  Mexico  from 
Texas  within  the  two  years  last  past,  but  I  am  satisfied  that  one-half  the  stock  on  hand 
in  June,  1873,  has  been  taken  by  bands  of  armed  Mexicans  and  carried  into  Mexico.  I 
form  my  opinion  from  the  declarations  of  sto^-owners;  also  from  having  been  engaged 
in  the  purchase  of  hides. 

I  have  five  Americaos  besides  myself  on  my  ranch.  I  have  a  watchman  employed 
to  look  out  for  my  com  and  hides  at  night,  and  I  frequently  have  others  on  watch 
when  danger  is  apprehended.  I  live  in  constant  danger  of  being  attacked  by  ma- 
rauders from  Mexico ;  of  being  killed  and  robbed. 

L.  J.  HYNES. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  28th  day  of  April,  1875. 

F.  J.  PARKER, 
Clerk  United  States  Circuit  Court,  Eaetem  District  of  Texas,  at  Brownsville. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  above  and  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  affidavit  of  L.  J. 
Hynes,  executed  before  me  day  and  date  above  written. 
[L.  8.]  F.  J.  PARKER, 

Clerk  United  States  Circuit  Court,  Eastern  IHstriet  of  Texas,  at  BrownsrilU, 


V.—Affldavit  of  Henry  Klahn. 

State  of  Texas,  County  of  Cameron: 

Personally  appeared  before  me  the  undersigned  authority,  Henry  Klahn,  who,  beiug 
sworn,  says : 

My  name  is  Henry  Klahn.  I  live  in  Brownsville,  Cameron  County,  Texas.  I  have 
lived  on  the  frontier  of  the  Lower  Rio  Grande  since  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
forty- eight.  I  have  been  a  mounted  inspector  of  customs,  deputy  sheriff,  clerk  of  the 
county  court,  deputy  inspector  of  hides  and  animals,  and  am  now  chief  justice  of  Cam- 
eron County. 

I  am  well  acquainted  with  the  Mexican  State  of  Tamanlipas.  I  have  been  through 
it  on  many  occasions,  assisting  others  in  the  purchase  of  hors«^  and  mules,  &c.    The 

Cple  living  above  and  west  of  Matamoros  do  not  raise  mauy  cattle;  they  breed 
ses  and  mules.  The  same  is  the  case  south  of  Matamoros.  There  are  smaU  cattle- 
ranches  between  Matamoros  and  San  Fomando.  They  have  to  be  watered  from  deep 
wells,  except  during  very  rainy  seasons.  For  this  reason  they  cannot  have  large  num- 
bers of  cattle  on  a  ranch.  South  of  San  Fernando  cattle Iracome  wild,  and  have  to  be 
shot  Hs  other  wild  animals.  In  some  places  they  remain  in  the  thickets  during  the 
day  aud  come  out  at  night.  In  that  contingency  they  are  hunted  at  night.  It  would 
be  impossible  to  steal  and  drive  these  animals.  They  would  not  leave  the  thickets 
alive,  and  could  not  be  killed  and  carried  off  in  large  numbers. 

The  valley  of  the  Lower  Rio  Grande  is  well  populated ;  there  are  a  great  many  large 
ranches,  and  they  have  many  people  on  them ;  each  of  these  ranches  has  an  enoargado, 
or  magistrate,  whose  duty  it  is  to  see  the  law  enforced,  and  to  look  out  for  the  welfare 
of  the  people.  He  is  required  to  communicate  all  matteni*of  interest  to  his  superior 
in  office.  He  is  assisted  by  the  rural  police  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties.  Should  a 
body  of  armed  Americans  make  their  appearance  in  his  vicinitv  he  would  send  an  ex- 
uressman  with  the  news  to  the  next  ranch,  and  that  ranch  would  forward  to  the  next. 
In  this  manner  the  news  would  be  carried  a  hundred  miles  in  a  few  hours;  the  popu- 
lace would  meet,  organize  and  arm,  and  then  proceed  in  the  direction  of  the  Americans. 
Such  a  party  would  be  outnumbered,  attacked,  aud  all  of  them  killed;  small  parties 
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conld  not  rob  them.  As  cattle  are  soaroe  in  that  section ,  it  wonld  require  considerable 
time  to  "  ronnd  ap  "  a  herd  respectable  in  number.  I  know  no  small  party  of  Ameri- 
cans could  go  into  Tamanlipas,  collect  cattle,  aud  drive  them  out  of  the  State.  The 
people  of  TamaulipaS|  north  and  west  of  San  Fernando,  and  in  places  south  of  that 
town,  do  not  raise  all  the  beef  they  consume ;  more  than  half  the  beef  consumed  in 
Matamoroe  and  the  towns  above  it  comes  from  Texas,  and  most  of  the  Texas  are  stolen. 

It  beio^  impossible  for  robbing  parties  to  enter  Mexico  without  being  discovered  and 
pnrsued,  it  is  equally  impossible  for  the  organized  bands  which  left  that  country,  in- 
vaded Texas,  and  returned  with  their  plunder,  to  have  done  so  without  the  knowledge  of 
the  authorities ;  they  could  not  have  crossed  the  Rio  Grande  and  sold  horses  and  cat* 
tie  in  the  public  market's  without  having  been  protected  by  the  authorities.  I  sp<*ak 
positively,  because  I  have  had  much  dealing  with  the  authorities  of  Tamaulipas,  and 
was  the  agent  of  stock-raisers  for  the  purpose  of  reclaiming  stolen  cattle  and  hides. 
Mr.  Shedd  and  myself  had  an  office  in  Matamoros.  We  had  an  order  from  Judgpe  Au- 
gustin  Manchaoa  to  authorize  our  searching  slaughter-pens  and  hide-yards.  We  were 
eventually  resisted,  and  the  popular  indignation  agaiust  Judge  Manchaca  became  so 
heated  that  he  had  to  resign  his  office,  and  we  deemed  it  prudent  and  a  measure  of 
safety  to  retire,  because  his  successor  in  office,  General  Pedro  Hinojosa,  refused  to 
assist  us.  He  declined  on  the  ground  that  should  he  do  so  he  would  incur  the  ill-will 
of  the  people,  who  were  op|K>sed  to  our  being  there. 

Since  1  have  lived  here  I  have  never  known  Americans  to  raid  upon  the  people  of 
Mexico.  I  know  Mexicans  have  been  raiding  upon  the  people  of  Texas  since  eighteen 
hundred  and  fifty-nine. 

HENRY  KLAHN, 
Presiding  Justiodf  Camer&fi  County,  Texas* 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  23d  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1875. 

F.  J.  PARKER, 
CUrk  Circuit  Court  United  States,  Eastern  District  Texas. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  above  and  foregoing  is  a  correct  copy  of  the  original,  which 
was  executed  before  me. 
Witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  office  this  June  7, 1875. 
[L.  8.]  F.  J.  PARKER, 

Clerk  United  States  Circuit  Court,  Eastern  District  of  Texas,  at  Brownsville. 


E,'-Affldavit  of  Herman  S.  Rock. 

United  States  of  America, 

Eastern  District  of  Texas : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned  authority,  Herman  S.  Rock,  who, 
being  sworn,  says : 

My  name  is  Herman  S.  Rock.  I  live  in  Brownsville,  Cameron  County,  Texas.'  I 
have  been  mounted  inspector  of  customs  and  deputy  inspector  of  hides  and  animals. 

In  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-one,  Capt.  D.  Lively,  myself,  and  others  went 
to  a  ranch  about  fifteen  miles  northwest  of  Brownsville,  which  I  understand  is  called 
Jardin.  Wo  found  there  more  than  sixty  beeves  waich  had  been  stolen  from  various 
citizens  of  Texas,  which  had  been  freshly  branded  with  the  brand  of  Capt.  Saves  Gar- 
cia, of  the  Mexican  army,  as  I  was  then  told,  and  have  every  reason  to  believe.  Some 
of  those  cattle  had  been  crossed  into  Mexico ;  a  row  had  occurred  about  dividing  them, 
and  a  portion  of  the  drove  was  left  on  this  side. 

On  the  6th  of  the  present  month,  Sberitt'  Brown,  Lino  Saldana,  myself,  and  others 
went  out  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  Captain  McNelly's  command  in  finding  a  party  of 
seventeen  raiders  who  had  crossed  into  Texas  on  the  night  of  the  4th  instant. 

We  succeeded  in  making  prisoners  of  two  raiders,  ana  learned  from  them  the  names 
of  the  party,  to  wit:  Camilo  Lerma,  captain;  George  Himenes,  lieutenant;  Pancho 
Lopez,  Manuel  Garcia,  Juan  Gl  Guaracbi,  Guadalupe  Espinosa,  Jacinto  Himenea,  Ceci- 
lio  Benavides,  Tibutio  Fiientes,  Casimiro  Garcia,  Rafael  Salinas,  Encarnacion  Garcia, 
Telef»foro  DiasE,  Jos^  Maria  Olguin  alias  Agi^a,  GnlUermo  £1  Cara  Cortado,  Guadalupe 
Escuval. 

The  name  of  one  man  was  not  known.  It  has  since  been  ascertained  to  have  been 
Doroteo  de  la  Garza. 

On  Saturday,  the  12th  instant,  we  overtook  the  raiders;  they  halted,  formed,  and 
opened  fire  on  us ;  a  running  fight  ensued,  in  which  all  the  raiders  were  either  killed 
or  wounded. 

The  State  troops  captured  about  two  hundred  and  sixty  beeves ;  I  rode  through  them 
and  looked  at  the  brands.  I  am  confident  the  beeves  turned  over  to  the  inspector  of 
hides  and  animals  in  Cameron  County,  by  Captain  McNelly.  are  part  of  the  cattle 
captured  on  the  12th  instant,  more  than  forty  of  them  U&\\,tk\^V)t»fiVs&\k.   \>&:ckV«  N^^^ 
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qnite  all  of  said  beeves  belong  to  citizens  and  residents  of  Texas,  and  some  to  Mexi- 
cans  having  lauds  and  stock  in  Texas.  I  am  acquainted  with  a  great  many  of  the 
owners ;  know  their  brands  and  places  of  residence  and  that  the  beevee  above  meo- 
tioned  were  stolen  from  them. 

Among  the  horses  captured  from  the  raiders  two  belonged  to  Morgan  Barclay  and 
three  to  Teodoro  Garcia,  both  of  Cameron  County  ;  and  said  animals  were  stolen  from 
owners  by  the  raiders. 

It  is  a  fact  generally  conceded  and  publicly  known  that  the  above-named  raiders 
were  in  the  employ  of  General  Juan  N.  Cortina,  of  the  Mexican  army,  or  that  they 
were  stealing  beeves  to  sell  him. 

H.  S.  ROCK. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  the  17th  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1875. 
[SEAL,  J  F.  J.  PARKER, 

Clerk  United  States  CircuU  Court,  Eaetem  Dietrictof  Texas,  at  J^rmmmUtf. 


F.—Affidavit  of  Arthur  J.  Erwin. 

United  States  of  America, 

Eastern  District  of  Texas : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned  authority,  Arthur  J.  Erwin,  who, 
being  sworn,  say  a: 

My  name  is  Arthur  J.  Erwin.  I  live  at  the  Coyote  ranch,  abont  fifty-five  milee  north- 
west of  Brownsville,  Cameron  County,  Texas.  I  have  been  engaged  for  four  years 
and  a  half  in  raising  cattle.  I  commenced  with  eleven  hundred  head  of  cattle,  and  of 
these  eight  hundred  were  *'  mother  cows."  The  first  year  I  branded  over  seven  hun- 
dred calves ;  according  to  usual  rate  of  increase  in  this  section,  I  should  now  have  on 
hand  about  four  thousand  head  of  cattle.  I  have  oo  band  about  two  hundred  head ; 
I  have  sold  about  two  hundred  head  ;  the  balance,  including  original  stock  and  in- 
crease, have  been  robbed  from  me  by  bands  of  armed  Mexicans,  and  carried  into 
Mexico. 

In  addition  to  the  loss  of  property,  I  have  been  living  in  constant  danger  of  personal 
injury  from  marauders;  I  have  received  warnings  from  my  Mexican  neighbors  that  my 
life  was  in  danger  should  I  remain  at  my  ranch.  I  left,  aud  remained  in  Brownsville 
for  some  time,  visiting  my  ranch  occasionally,  and  generally  with  a  miiit^^ry  escort. 
After  Captain  McNelly's  fight  with  the  cattle-thieves,  June  12, 187.5, 1  thought  I  could 
remain  at  my  ranch  with  safety.  I  received  norice,  sent  by  express,  to  quit  my  ranch 
at  once ;  that  I  was  in  greater  danger  than  before ;  that  the  Mexicans  wSre  going  to 
avenge  the  killing  of  the  raiders.  I  am  now  iu  Brownsville,  where  I  shall  stay  until  I 
can  return  to  my  ranch  with  safety. 

I  have  reason  to  particularly  dread  the  hostility  of  a  Mexican,  who  was  in  my  serv- 
ice, robbed  me,  and  fled  to  Mexico.  He  is  driving  General  Cortina's  carriage.  He 
has  threatened  me. 

ARTHUR  J.  ERWIN. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  the  twenty-second  day  of  Jane,  eighteen 
hundred  and  seventy-five. 

[L.  s.]  F.  J.  PARKER, 

Clerk  United  States  CircuU  Court,  Eastern  District  of  Texas,  at  Brownsville, 


Q.—Affidarit  of  Thaddeus  M.  Rhodes. 

United  States  of  America, 

Eastern  District  of  Texas  : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned  authority,  Thaddeus  M.  Rhodes, 
who,  being  sworn,  says : 

My  name  is  Thaddeus  M.  Rhodes.  I  live  in  the  ranch  of  Relampa^,  thirty  miles 
below  Edinbnrg,  Hidalgo  County,  Texas.  I  am  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser.  I  am  Jus- 
tice of  the  peace,  precinct  No.  I.    I  am  also  United  States  commissioner. 

I  have  been  living  on  the  frontier  of  the  Lower  Rio  Grande  for  twenty-seven  years. 
I  have  been  a  witness  of  many  scenes  of  violence  and  robbery,  committed  by  Mexicans, 
and  Indians  from  Mexico,  upon  residents  of  Texas.  In  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty -two, 
I  was  robbed  by  a  party  of  Mexicans  and  Tampacuas  Indians.  In  eighteen  hundred 
and  fifty-nine,  I  was  robbed  by  Juan  N.  Cortina  and  his  band  of  cut-throat  invaders ; 
my  houses,  fences,  dec,  were  burned,    Since  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-six,  I  have 
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be«D  robbed,  from  time  to  time,  of  hones  and  cattle,  by  bands  of  armed  men  from 
Mexico. 

After  the  raaranders  had  thinned  the  stock,  they  commenced  robbing  cnstora-honses, 
stores,  and  ranches.  These  operations  bronght  them  into  immediate  contact  with  those 
in  charge  of  these  different  governmental  establishments,  and  with  the  occnpants  of 
ranches  and  the  owners  of  stores.    The  danger  to  life  was  greatly  augmented. 

In  the  month  of  March  last  there  was  a  body  of  more  than  eighty  men,  organized 
and  armed,  oocnpyiog  a  position  in  Mexico  immediately  in  front  of  my  house.  They 
were  at  a  ranch  claimed  by  General  Juan  N.  Cortina,  of  the  Mexican  army.  They 
avowed  their  object  was  to  cross  into  Texas,  morder,  rob,  and  plunder.  I  was  com- 
pelled to  keep  a  guard  over  my  ranch  for  a  week.  I  became  worn  out  with  watching 
and  anxiety,  and  concluded  to  remove  to  Brownsville  with  my  faftmily,  to  place  them 
on  t  of  danger. 

The  marauders  were  the  friends  and  adherents  of  General  Cortina.  One  of  the  prin- 
cipal men  among  them  was  Capt.  Santos  Garza,  formerly  of  Cortina's  brigade.  The 
1  aders  were  Olguin  and  Aleno  Trevino.  The  latter  was  one  of  the  leading  men  in  the 
raid  npon  Corpus  Cbristi.    He  has  been  in  the  Mexican  service. 

I  feel  perfectly  sure  that  I  saved  my  life  by  the  abandonment  of  my  ranch  and  prop- 
erty. I  have  been  to  my  ranch  once  since.  I  slept  in  the  woods,  being  coufident  I 
should  be  killed  should  I  attempt  to  sleep  in  my  nouse.  I  found  matters  had  grown 
worse  instead  of  better ;  that  danger  to  life  and  the  insecurity  for  property  had  be- 
come greater.  The  marauders  had  established  a  regular  crossiog  upon  the  Rio  Grande, 
near  mv  house.  They  had  thrown  down  my  fences  and  passed  droves  of  stolen  cattle 
througn  my  fields. 

The  civil  authorities  were  entirely  powerless  to  execute  the  laws.  They  were  at 
the  mercy  of  armed  invaders.  The  marauders  traverse  the  country  in  bands  of  from 
ten  to  forty  well-armed  men.  The  people  seldom  left  their  houses — I  mean  the  honest 
ones.  Everything  had  been  left  at  the  mercy  of  the  raiders,  and  they  dominate  the 
whole  country.  I  shall  remain  here  until  I  am  assured  of  adequate  protection  at 
home. 

THADDEUS  M.  RHODES. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  June,  eighteen 
hundred  and  seventy-five. 
[L.  8.]  F.  J.  PARKER, 

Clerk  United  States  Circuit  Courts  Eastern  District  of  Texas^  at  BrotcnscilU, 


H,— Affidavit  of  John  T.  Callaghan. 

IJiaTED  States  of  America, 

Eastern  District  of  Texas : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned  authority,  John  T.  Callaghan,  who, 
being  sworn,  says : 

My  name  is  John  T.  Callaghan ;  my  post-oSlce  is  Austin,  Tex.;  I  am  assistant  super- 
intendent of  the  Texas  and  California  bta«;e  Company^  and  am  traveling  in  ife  inter- 
est over  the  route  between  Corpus  Christi  and  Brownsville,  the  same  being  a  mail-route 
of  said  company,  on  which  service  will  commence  July  first. 

On  the  evening  of  the  19th  I  arrived  at  the  Paistle  ranch,  where  there  is  a  way-sta- 
tion in  charge  of  a  colored  man.  While  there  I  ascertained  from  the  station-keeper 
that  the  station-house  was  attacked  by  a  party  of  armed  Mexicans  on  the  night  of  the 
16th  instant.  They  fired  shot  into  the  house,  the  balls  passing  through  the  planks  on 
one  side  and  striking  the  logs  on  the  other.  Hh  abandoned  the  house  to  save  his  life, 
and  hid  himself  in  the  sand.  After  having  fired  a  number  of  shots,  the  Mexicans 
closed  in  around  the  house  and  found  the  station-keener.  They  asked  him  in  Mexican 
and  broken  English  what  had  become  of  the  party  wnich  had  been  there  in  the  even- 
ing. He  told  them  they  got  frightened  and  had  gone  back  to  Brownsville.  The  Mexi- 
cans laughed  at  the  idea,  and  said  they  did  not  care  for  the  negro  soldiers.  They  asked 
if  Captain  "  Nally "  was  not  with  the  soldiers.  He  said  no.  They  then  asked  who  it 
was.    He  told  them  a  surgeon  of  the  United  States  Army. 

They  remained  at  the  station  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  and  rode  off.  The 
station-keeper  said  they  were  well  armed,  well  mounted,  and  well  dressed,  the  best- 
looking  Mexicans  he  had  seen;  and  that  three  of  them  were  the  same  men  that  were 
there  during  the  day  with  the  escort. 

The  stage  from  Brownsville  reached  the  Paistle  station  that  night.  The  driver  told 
me  he  saw  two  armed  Mexicans  standing  by  their  horses,  near  the  road,  about  five 
miles  south  of  the  Paistle,  and  about  two  o^clock  on  the  morning  of  the  17th. 

The  station-keeper  at  Montreales  told  us  three  Mexicans  came  to  his  station  qtsl^Vsk^ 
16th  instant.    He  described  them  as  above.    This  «tait\oii-\Lo^^«t  \^  «t:(i1L\i^v^\&»s^. 
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The  station-keepers,  on  this  Bide  of  CapUiQ  King's  ranch  of  Santa  Gtortrodes,  feel 
very  insecure.  The^  fear  the  stations  will  be  attacked  by  raiders,  the  keepers  killed, 
and  everything  carried  off.  If  ttiey  are  not  more  adequately  protected  I  believe  they 
will  qait.  The  cost  of  transporting  the  mails  has  already  been  angmented  by  the 
operations  of  the  raiders.  Unless  there  shall  be  a  change  for  the  better,  the  cost  of 
transportation  will  be  further  increased,  and  the  contractors  will  inonr  losses,  and  ulti- 
mately be  compelled  to  abandon  the  roate  between  Corpus  Christi  and  Brownsville. 
Stock  has  been  stolen  from  our  predecessors,  and  now  organized  band^of  armed  Mexi- 
cans have  commenced  to  make  hostile  attacks  on  the  station  houses.  We  have  the  wont 
to  fear  for  the  future,  and  earnestly  ask  fur  protection. 

JNO.  T.  CALLAGHAN. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  the  2 1st  day  of  June,  187.5. 

[l.  8.]  F.  J.  PARKER, 

Clerk  United  States  CireuU  Courty  Eastern  District  of  Texas,  at  BrownsviUe. 


I,— Affidavit  of  George  A,  HalU 

UxmsD  Statrs  of  America, 

Eastern  District  of  Texas  : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned  authority,  Qeorge  A.  Hall,  who,  be- 
ing sworn,  says: 

My  name  is  George  A.  Hall;  my  post-office  is  Burton,  Washington  County,  Tex.;  I 
am  first  sergeant  of  Captaiu  MoNelly's  company  of  Texas  State  troops. 

I  was  directed  by  Captain  McNelly  to  proceed  to  Bsigdtid.  Mexic  »,  and  ascertain  all 
I  could  in  relation  to  cattle  driven  to  tdat  place  by  Gdueral  Cortina,  of  the  Mdxicaa 
army,  to  be  shipped  to  Havana  by  a  Spaniard  named  Bustamente. 

I  arrived  at  Bagdad  on  the  7th  instant.  I  saw  cattle  just  above  the  town,  and  was 
informed  there  were  four  hundred  aud  eighty  of  them.  I  examined  the  brands  as 
carefuUv  as  I  could  under  the  circumstances,  knowiug  I  was  suspected  and  closely 
watched  by  the  Mexicans  in  charge.  They  had  heard  I  was  a  detective,  and  I  had  to 
make  them  believe  to  the  contrary. 

I  saw  a  large  number  of  beeves  with  American  brands.  I  copied  about  sixteen 
brands.  One  of  them  in  the  brand  of  Hale  &  Parker ;  another^  Rabb's.  I  saw  a  brand 
which  I  believe  was  I — K,or — ,  one  of  Capt.  Richard  King's,  of  Santa  Gertrudes  ranch. 
Some  of  the  brands  had  been  freshly  burned. 

The  men  assisting  to  ship  the  cattle  told  me  they  were  satisfied  they  were  mostly 
from  Texas. 

I  have  the  copies  of  the  brands  yet  in  my  possession,  and  will  submit  them  to  some 
person  well  acquainted  with  the  brands  in  this  section,  and  he  can  designate  the  own* 
ers.    I  believe  nearly  all  the  brands  were  American,  or  those  of  residents  of  Texas. 

I  saw  a  large  pile  of  beef-hides,  and  I  saw  American  brands  on  them.  I  think  thers 
were  five  hundred  of  them. 

I  saw  a  large  pile  of  dried  beef  done  ap  in  bales  or  packages.  I  believe  there  was 
one  hundred  thousand  ponnds  of  it. 

I  went  on  board  the  steamship  and  saw  some  of  the  cattle  shipped,  and  a  consider- 
able quantity  of  the  dried  beef. 

Sefior  Bustamente  pays  Captain  Moore,  of  the  Eunice  Huston,  f^O  a  day  for  light* 
ering.  He  pays  the  steamer  Jessie  $100  per  trip  for  towing  Captain  Moore's  vesseL 
Bustamente  offered  Captain  Moore  $30  a  day  to  remain  at  Bagdad  until  the  steam- 
ship returns  for  another  cago. 

The  steamship  is  lying  about  three  miles  from  Bagdad. 

I  was  told  that  Sefior  Bustamente  is  paying  bauds  from  $2.50  to  $5  per  day  to  assist 
in  loading  the  steamship. 

I  was  informed  that  General  Cortina  had  been  at  Bagdad  several  days,  and  left 
the  same  evening  I  arrived  at  C larks ville— the  6ch  inst<iiuc.  Hd  had  seventy-five  men 
with  him. 

I  was  told  that  at  least  half  the  horses  his  men  were  riding  had  American  brands. 

G.  A<  HALL. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  11th  day  of  June,  1875. 
[L.  8.]  F.  J.  PARKER, 

Clerk  of  the  United  States  Circuit  Court,  Eastern  District  of  Texas,  at  Brownsville, 


J.— Affidavit  of  yickolas  Champion* 

United  Statrs  of  Anterica, 

Eastern  District  of  Texas : 

Persoaally  appeared  beCoce  me,  the  undersigned  authority,  Nicholas  Champion,  who, 
being  Bworn,  aaja; 
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My  DameisNiobolas  Champion.  T  live,  at  present,  in  Brownsville,  Cameron  Coonty, 
Tex. ;  my  prober  home  is  the  Florida  ranch,  on  the  Rio  Grande,  abont  thirty-three 
miles  above  Brownsville.    I  am  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser. 

Armed  Mexicans  have  been  banding  together  io  Mevioo,  crossing  into  Texas,  and 
committing  mnrders  and  robberies,  since  the  year  1859.  Thev  have  carried  into  Mexico 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  cattle  and  thoasandsof  horses;  they  have  sold  animals  and 
other  property,  stolen  from  the  people  of  Texas,  pnblidy  in  the  markets  of  Mexico. 
This  has  been  done  with  the  knowledge  and  assistance  of  the  Mexican  anthorities. 

In  the  spring  of  1872  several  American  citizens  went  to  the  Galveston  ranch  to  de- 
liver railroad  ties ;  my  brother  Peter  and  myself  were  with  them ;  while  we  were 
there  a  force  of  abont  forty  Mexican  soldiers  arrived  there  with  a  large  drove  of  stolen 
cattle.  They  pnt  pickets  on  the  road  from  Fort  Brown  to  Ringgold  Barracks,  above 
and  below  the  Galveston  ranch,  and  they  made  prisoners  of  every  person  passing. 
Pedro  Montalba,  a  citizen  of  Mexico,  was  a  prisoner  with  ns ;  he  told  ns  the  armed 
force  belonged  to  the  army  of  Mexico ;  he  pointed  ont  soldiers  and  said  he  knew  them 
personally;  the  men  were  armed  alike,  and  generally  dressed  alike.  Monnted  In- 
spector of  Customs  Sheldon,  who  was  stopped  by  the  raiders,  told  us  afterward  that 
they  were  commanded  by  Captain  Saves  Garcia,  of  the  Mexican  arm  v.  Montalba 
cautioned  ns  not  to  attempt  to  escape;  that  if  we  did  we  would  be  killed.  The  sol- 
diers remained  at  the  ranch  about  three  hours,  until  they  crossed  the  stolen  cattle  into 
Mexico ;  an  armed  force  was  drawn  up  on  the  Mexican  side  of  the  Rio  Grande ;  they 
assisted  in  crossing  the  cattle.  Alter  the  crossing,  and  the  pickets  had  been  with- 
drawn, we  were  permitted  to  depart. 

These  constant  incursions  and  robberies  have  decreased  the  number  of  cattle  and 
horses.  In  1861 1  had  abont  one  thousand  head  of  cattle.  I  have  sold  very  few.  I 
now  have  about  fifty  head  of  cattle ;  the  original  stock  and  the  increase  have  nearly 
all  been  stolen  and  carried  into  Mexico.  I  consider  this  a  fair  statement  of  the  loss  of 
stock  throughout  Cameron  County. 

As  our  cattle  and  horses  decreased,  the  danger  to  our  persons  increased.  In  addition 
to  the  stealing  of  stock,  the  raiders  commenced  to  rob  custom-houses,  post-offices,  stores, 
and  ranches.  These  operations  brought  them  into  conflict  more  immediately  with  those 
in  charge,  and  increased  the  number  of  murders.  The  danger  to  our  persons  became 
so  great  that  my  brother  Peter  and  myself  removed  to  Brownsville  with  our  families, 
where  we  shall  remain  until  we  can  be  properly  protected  at  home.  We  leave  our 
property  to  be  stolen  and  carried  into  Mexico,  or  to  be  destroyed  by  the  raiders. 

bis 

NICHOLAS  +  CHAMPION. 

mark. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  the  23d  of  June,  A.  D.  1875. 

[L.  8.]  F.  J.  PARKER, 

Clerk  United  Siaies  Circuit  Courts  Eaaiem  District  of  TexaSf  at  Broumsville* 


K.— Affidavit  qf  DatM  McLean. 

United  States  op  America, 

Eaaiem  District  of  Texas : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned  authority,  D.  McLean,  who,  being 
sworn,  says : 

My  name  is  Daniel  McLean.  I  am  acting  assistant  surgeon  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States.  I  have  been  ordered  to  San  Antonio,  and  left  Fort  Brown  on  the 
twelfth  day  of  the  present  month  for  that  place,  accompanied  by  an  escort  commanded 
b^  Lieutenant  Wright.  On  the  15th  instant,  William  D.  Thomas,  the  ^uide,  came  to 
his  death  at  the  Saltillo  ranch  by  the  accidental  discharge  of  a  pistol  in  his  own  hands, 
as  is  believed.  This  necessitated  a  division  of  the  escort.  One  detachment  of  it  took 
charge  of  the  guide's  corpse,  another  remained  with  Lieutenant  Wright,  and  a  sergeant 
and  five  men  of  Company  H,  Ninth  United  States  Cavalry,  proceeded  with  me  to  the 
ranch  of  £1  Paistle,  Mr.  Echart,  of  the  stage-liue,  acting  as  guide.  Mr.  Echart  had  re- 
ceived information  at  the  Saltillo  ranch  which  impressed  him  with  a  sense  of  danger 
from  raiders.  We  were  followed  by  three  Mexicans,  well  armed,  well  monnted,  and 
well  dressed.  They  asked  a  great  many  questions,  and  acted  in  a  suspicious  manner. 
When  we  arrived  at  the  Paistle,  on  the  16th  instant,  those  men  halted  there  also.  Mr. 
Echart  told  me  that  he  saw  one  of  said  Mexicans,  when  near  me,  and  unobserved  by 
me,  place  his  hand  on  his  pistol,  with  an  evident  intention  to  draw  it.  This  he  com- 
municat%l  to  the  escort,  with  a  request  for  them  to  be  on  the  watch,  as  the  Mexicans 
surely  meant  mischief. 

The  keeper  of  the  stage-station  stated  that  three  other  Mexicans,  well  armed  and 
mounted,  had  been  there  io  the  morning,  and  gave,  as  his  belief,  that  a  number  of 
thieves  were  oongre|^ating  in  the  prairie  at  a  place  called  **  The  Bovido.'*  This  waa 
corroborated  by  the  information  received  by  Mr.  Echait, 
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My  escort  had  orders  not  to  proceed  any  fnrther.  I  was  conyinced  that  an  attack 
would  be  made  on  the  Paistle  ranch  that  night,  and  I  deemed  it  pnident  to  retara 
with  the  escort.  We  left  the  Paistle  that  evening  for  Brownsville.  I  believe  one  of 
the  Mexicans  who  fallowed  us  is  Sb&or  Garrety,  of  Matamoras;  that  the  Mexicaas 
knew  me,  and  the  position  I  held  in  the  United  States  service.  They  certainly  knew 
the  soldiers  of  the  Ninth  Cavalry  ;  they  had  on  their  nniforms,  their  government  arms, 
&c.,  and  there  could  be  no  mistake  as  to  them. 

On  the 20th  instant,  Mr.  Callaghan  arrived  at  Brownsville,  on  the  stage,  fh>m  Corpoa 
Christi.  From  him  and  others  I  learned  that  the  Paistle  ranch  was  atlaoked  and  fired 
into  by  a  party  of  armed  Mexicans ;  that  the  station-keeper  recognized  the  three  Mex- 
icans who  stopped  there  while  we  were  there. 

I  believe  that  this  party  of  Mexicans  deliberately  formed  a  plan  to  attack  my  escort 
and  kill  them,  assaviaate  me,  and  rob  the  United  States  of  horses,  arm^,  d&j.  They 
woold  have  sought  secarit^  in  Maxic)  had  they  succeeded. 

I  also  believe  there  is  no  security  for  person  and  property  between  the  Nneces  and 
the  Lower  Rio  Grande,  outside. of  towns,  unless  parties  travel  together  in  force,  well 
armed,  and  on  the  alert ;  the  inhabitants  of  ranches  are  at  the  mercy  of  the  raiders. 
The  raiders,  emboldened  by  success  and  impunity,  are  now  meditating  the  destruction 
of  small  detachments  of  United  States  troops. 

D.  McLEAN. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  the  21st  day  of  June,  1875. 

[L.8.]  P.  J.  PARKER, 

Clerk  United  States  Circuit  Court,  Eaetem  District  of  Texas,  at  BrownsvUU, 


L. — Affidavit  of  CwmeUu*  StUlman. 

Unitrd  States  of  America, 

Eastern  District  of  Texas : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned  authority,  Cornelius  Still  man,  who, 
being  sworn,  says : 

My  name  is  Cornelius  Stillman.  I  live  at  the  .Santa  Rosa  ranch,  about  sixty  miles 
northwest  of  Brownsville,  Cameron  County,  Texas.    I  am  a  stock-raiser. 

For  many  years  parties  of  armed  Mexicans  have  been  invading  Texas,  stealing  oatUe 
and  horses,  and  driving  them  into  Mexico,  where  they  have  been  sold  in  the  public 
markets,  with  the  knowledge  and  under  the  protection  of  the  Mexican  authorities. 
They  have,  also,  murdered  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  kept  the  country  between 
the  Nneces  and  the  Rio  Grande  in  constant  idarm ;  in  ftict  they  have  inaugurated  a 
reign  of  terror. 

The  constant  drain  upon  cattle  and  horses  reduced  their  numbers,  and  rendered  the 
depredating  adventhres  less  profitable  to  the  bandits  engM^ed  in  them,  and  to  their 
partners,  tbe  buyers  of  stolen  animals  and  hides.  The  result  has  been  the  robbery  of 
stores,  ranches,  and  in  some  instances  custom-houses  and  post-offices,  and  also  attack- 
ing stage  station-houses.  In  this  manner  the  danger  to  persons  has  been  augmented, 
and  the  sanguinary  scenes  of  this  border  war  have  increased  in  numbers  and  ferocity. 
A  number  of  Americans  have  been  forced  to  abandon  their  ranches  and  to  leave  their 
property  to  be  preyed  upon  by  the  remorseless  despoilers. 

Afler  Captain  McNelly's  fight,  June  12, 1875, 1  thought  I  could  live  at  my  ranch.  I 
received  notice  from  a  citizen  of  Mexican  origin  to  leave  at  once  if  I  wished  to  save 
my  life,  and  that  the  Mexicans  were  determined  to  kill  Americans  to  revenge  the  de- 
feat inflicted  by  Captain  McNelly.  I  have  left  ranch  and  property  at  the  mercy  of  the 
marauders,  and  shall  remain  here  till  I  can  return  and  be  protected  at  home. 

CORNELIUS  STILLMAN. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  the  24th  day  of  June,  1875. 

[L.  8.]  F.  J.  PARKER, 

Clerk  United  States  Circuit  Court,  Eastern  DisMoi  of  Texas,  at  Brownsville, 


M. 


Consulate  op  the  United  States  op  America, 

MatamaroSj  April  10, 1875. 
Sir:  Inclosed  please  find  a  copy  of  a  letter  received  at  this  consulate  from  Mr. 
Lucius  Avery,  United  States  commercial  agent  at  Camargo,  in  relation  to  several  per- 
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8008  arrested  at  CamargOy  sapposed  to  belong  to  the  armed  band  which  recently 
raided  through  Texas. 

Whatever  action  yoar  anthorities  may  take  to  identify  the  prisoners  when  thev 
reach  this  city,  and  recover  any  stolen  property  that  may  be  in  their  possession,  will 
receive  my  hearty  assistance. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  F.  WILSON, 
Hon.  Edward  Dougherty, 

Judge  of  the  Fifteenth  Judicial  Diatrict,  BrownaviUey  Tex, 

United  States  of  America, 

Eastern  District  of  Tex.: 

The  above  and  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original. 

JOHN  S.  FORD. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  the  5th  of  June,  1875. 

[L.  s.]  F.  J.  PARKER, 

Clerk  United  States  Circuit  Court,  Eastern  District  of  Texas,  at  Brownsville, 


United  States  Commercial  Agency, 

Camargo,  Mexico^  April  6,  1875. 

Sir  :  A  few  days  ago  the  authorities  of  this  place  were  informed,  by  telegraph  from 
Mier,  that  a  party  of  armed  men,  to  the  number  of  fifteen  or  twenty,  of  very  suspi- 
cious appearance,  had  crossed  from  Texas  and  were  proceeding  toward  Camargo,  and 
warned  them  to  be  on  thoir  guard.  On  their  arrival  here  three  of  them  were  arrested 
in  this  city  and  five  others  at  a  ranch  a  few  miles  below  here,  on  the  Matamoras  road. 
The  tirst  three  had  an  examination  before  the  juzgado,  and  will  shortly  be  sent  prison- 
ers to  Matamoros.  I  am  told  by  the  chief  of  police  that  their  horses  have  American 
brands,  and  that  mai\y  of  the  prendas  ttkk^n.  from  the  prisoners  are  evidently  American. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  these  men  are  a  part  of  the  band  that  made  the  recent  raid 
into  Texas,  and  were  on  their  return  home  with  their  booty. 

I  applied  to  the  president  of  the  ayuntamiento  for  permission  to  see  the  articles  and 
take  the  brands  of  the  horses  taken  from  the  prisoners.  He  has  telegraphed  to  Mata- 
moros to  see  whether  he  can  show  them  to  me.  Should  he  receive  a  favorable  answer 
before  the  prisoners  leave,  I  hope  still  to  obtain  some  ioformatiou  at  this  place.  How- 
ever, as  they  are  to  go  to  Matamoros  with  all  their  plunder,  you  will  be  able  to  take 
such  steps  as  you  may  see  fit  in  the  matter. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

LUCIUS  AVERY, 
United  States  Commtrdal  Agent. 

Thomas  F.  Wilson,  Esq.,  United  States  Coniul,  Matamoras. 

United  States  of  America, 

Eastern  District  of  Texas : 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  above  and  foregoing  is  a  correct  copy  of  the  letter  of  Lu- 
cius Avery,  United  States  commercial  agent. 

JOHN  S.  FORD. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  the  5th  of  June,  1875. 

[L.  8.]  F.  J.  PARKER, 

Clerk  United  States  Circmt  Court,  Eastern  District  of  Texas j  at  Brownsville. 


N. 

Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

MaiainoroSy  April  14, 1875. 
Sir:  Referring  to  my  letter  to  yon  of  the  10th  instant,  inclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Avery,  commercial  agent  of  the  United  States  at  Camargo,  in  regard  to  the 
arrest  of  several  persons  at  &nd  near  Camargo,  supposed  to  belong  to  the  band  of 
marauders  which  recently  raided  through  Texas,  and  in  which  Mr.  Avery  stated  that 
the  prisoners  would  be  sent  to  this  city  for  trial,  I  nave  now  to  state  that  Colonel 
Cristo  informed  me  to-day,  verbally,  that  the  prisoners  referred  to  had  been  ord^c4&d.^<(^ 
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Monterey  by  the  federal  government,  there  to  be  placed  in  charge  of  (General  Eiicobedo, 
the  military  commander  of  the  State  of  Nueva  Leon. 
I  am,  sir,  yonr  very  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  F.  WILSON. 
Hon.  Edward  Dougherty, 

Judge  of  the  Fifteenth  Judicial  District,  Browntville,  Tex, 

Unitrd  Statks  of  America, 

Eaetem  District  of  Texas : 

1  certify  the  above  and  foregoing  is  a  trae  copy  of  the  original. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  the  5th  of  June,  1675. 

[L.  8.]  F.  J.  PARKER, 

Clerk  United  States  Circuit  Court,  Eastern  District  of  Texas,  at  BroumsciUe. 


O. 

Custom- House,  Roma,  Tex., 
Collector's  Office,  April  6, 1875. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  on  the  night  of  the  2d  instant,  at  ten 
o'clock,  this  town  was  surrounded  by  a  party  of  robbers,  nunibering  between  thirty 
and  fifty  men,  on  their  return  from  the  interior  of  Texas,  who  intended  to  have  robbed 
(as  per  their  own  statement  made  to  some  of  the  Mexican  prisoDere  they  had  taken 
en  route  here)  this  custom-house  and  the  stores  in  town.  Fortunately  for  us  all  Cap- 
tain Beyer  and  his  company  of  troops  were  here,  which  as  soon  as  they  found  they 
left,  crossed  the  river,  most  of  them  at  Saens'  ranch,  one  mile  below,  and  the  balance 
at  Los  Arrieros,  above  here. 

On  the  4tb,  in  the  morning,  an  ambulance  was  stopped  between  this  place  and  Bio 
Grande  City,  bv  another  party  of  four  armed  Mexicans,  but  the  driver  being  alone, 
and  having  nothing  in  the  ambulance,  was  allowed  to  proceed  on  his  road  here. 
Very  respectfully, 

JOHN  VALE, 
Deputy  Collector. 
To  the  Collector  op  Customs, 

Brownstille,  Tex, 

United  States  of  America, 

Eastern  District  of  Texas : 

1  hereby  certify  that  I  have  compared  the  above  and  foregoing  with  a  copy  obtained 
from  Col.  John  L.  Haynes,  collector  of  customs,  district  of  Brazos  de  Santiago,  and 
that  the  same  is  correct. 

JOHN  S.  FORD. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  the  5th  day  of  June,  1875. 

[L.  8.]  F.  J.  PARKER, 

Clerk  United  States  Circuit  Court,  Eastern  District  of  Texas,  at  BrotcnsriVe. 


P. 

J.  L.  Haynes,  Esq. : 

Dear  Sir  :  I  send  you  inclosed  a  copy  of  a  letter  received  from  my  brother  Matt., 
who  is  a  mounted  inspector  of  customs  at  Carizo : 

"Carizo,  April  18, 1875. 

''Dear  Brother  Joe:  This  place  was  thrown  into  intense  excitement  this  morning 
by  the  appearance  of  a  gang  or  Mexican  thieves.  Their  first  act  was  to  kill  Dr.  D. 
Lovel  in  his  own  store.  They  shot  him  six  times.  There  was  about  twelve  of  them. 
They  broke  into  the  custom-house,  and  ransacked  it,  upset  the  safe,  broke  off  and  car- 
ried aWay  the  knob  and  handle,  and  everythinj^  else  they  thought  worth  their  while. 
Our  deputy  collector  went  with  Colonel  Plato  to  Corpus.  Jack  and  myself  thought 
there  was  too  many  of  them  for  us  to  handle  easily,  so  we  made  tracks  for  tall  tim> 
ber,  and  thus  saved  ourselves  by%  mere  scratch. 
"  Tour  brother, 

"  MATT,  DUNN.J 
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Yoar  son  James  is  here  yet,  but  leaves  this  morning  in  company  with  the  inspector' 
general  and  Captain  Hagan,  who  takes  his  company  along  to  escort  the  inspector,  s> 
James  will  be  safe. 
Yours, 

JOSEPH  DUNN. 
Postmarked  Rio  Qrande  City,  April  22. 

United  States  of  Amekica, 

Eastern  District  of  Texas: 

I  hereby  certify  that  I  have  compared  the  above  and  foregoing  copy  of  letter  from 
Joseph  Doun  with  the  original,  and  that  it  is  correct. 

JOHN  8.  FORD. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  5th  day  of  June,  1875. 

[L.8.]  F.  J.  PARKER, 

Clerk  United  States  Circuit  Courts  Eastern  District  of  Texas,  at  Browusville, 


Q. 

CusTOM-HousE,  Rio  Grande  City, 

Collector's  Office,  April  23,  1875. 
Collector  of  Customs, 

Broumsmlle,  Tex,: 

Sir  :  George  W.  Lowe,  mounted  inspector  of  this  post,  while  on  dutv  below  this 
place,  was  ambushed  and  shot  at,  the  ball  going  through  the  breast  of  nis  coat,  also 
through  his  coat,  shirt,  and  undershirt  sleeves ;  he  had  a  very  narrow  escape  with  his 
life. 

The  two  inspectors,  Dunn  and  Low,  looked  for  the  would-be  murderer,  but  could  not 
find  him.    This  was  on  yesterday,  the  22d. 
Yours,  truly, 

SAM.  J.  STEWART, 

Deputy  Collector, 
United  States  of  America, 

Eastern  District  of  Texas : 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  above  and  foregoing  is  a  correct  copy  of  the  communica- 
tion of  Sam.  J.  Stewart,  and  that  I  have  compared  the  same  with  a  copy  obtained  from 
Col.  John  L.  Haynes,  collector  of  customs,  district  of  Brazos  de  Santiago. 

JOHN  S.  FORD. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  June  seventh,  eighteen  hundred  and 
seventy- five. 

F.  J.  PARKER, 
Clerk  United  States  Circuit  Court,  Eastern  District  of  'Texas,  at  Brownsville, 


R. 
State  of  Texas, 

County  of  Cameron : 

The  inquest  held  this  I8th  day  of  April  on  the  body  of  George  Hill,  found  lying 
dead  in  the  woods  about  four  miles  west  of  Tio  Cano  Lake. 

We,  the  Jury,  find  that  said  Hill  came  to  his  death  by  being  shot  in  the  head  and  left 
and  right  shoulders  by  pistol  and  rifle  balls,  either  one  being  sufficient  to  cause  death. 
The  Jury  find  that  the  said  killing  was  done  by  a  party  or  parties  unknown  to  then), 
but  the  opinion  of  the  Jury  is  that  said  killing  was  done  by  a  party  of  thieves  from 
Mexico,  who  was  driving  a  drove  of  stolen  cattle  from  this  immediate  range,  and  was 
passed  to  the  other  side  on  the  same  night  of  which  the  killing  was  done. 

THOMAS  J.  HANDY,  Foreman, 
VALERIO  SOLI/.. 

Idt 
LAZARO  +  SOLIZ. 
mark. 

his 
FRANCISCO  -+-  PEREZ, 
mark, 
his 

RAFAEL  -f  LOPEZ. 

mark. 
BENITO  RAMON. 
J.  M.  LONGORIA,  Cwonei\ 

I  do  hereby  certify  that  the  above  is  a  true,  correct  verdict.  v 

Coroner,  Justice  of  the  Peace,  TMvd  ^wkw^^  Co.m«tQw  Cw^v^. 


100  TEXAS   FRONTIER  TROUBLES. 

State  of  Texas, 

County  of  Cameron : 

I  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  troe  and  correot  copy  of  the  original  cm 
deposit  in  my  office. 

Witness  my  hand  and  official  seal,  at  office,  in  the  city  of  Brownsrille,  this  4th  daj 
of  May,  1875. 

[bEAL,]  AD0LPHU8  GLAEVECKE, 

Clerk  District  Court,  Cameron  County^  Texa. 


8. 

Grand-Jury  Room, 
Edinburg,  Tex.,  April  28, 1875. 

We,  the  grand  Jury  of  Hidalgo  County,  respectfully  submit  the  following^  report  of 
our  labors  during  the  brief  period  we  have  been  in  session.  During  a  session  of  two 
days  and  a  half  we  have  returned  three  bills  of  indictment,  embracing  charges  of  mur- 
der against  various  individuals  who  are  not  in  the  custody  of  the  law,  and  who  are 
reported  to  have  made  their  escape  into  the  neighboring  Republic  of  Mexico— two  iat 
theft  and  one  for  assault  with  intent  to  murder. 

We  find  that  crime  of  almost  every  grade  and  type  prevails  to  a  great  extent  in  oar 
county  as  well  as  along  the  entire  frontier,  and  that  the  most  revolting  murders  are 
perpetrated  almost  daily  on  the  Texas  side  of  the  Rio  Grande,  and  that  they  are,  in  a 
great  degree,  unrebuked,  on  account  of  the  facility  with  which  the  ofienders  make 
their  escai>e  beyond  the  reach  of  our  courts  and  their  officers. 

Organized  bands  of  men,  armed  and  equipped,  not  unfrequently  make  sudden  and 
nncxiteoted  incursions  from  the  opposite  side  of  the  Rio  Grande  into  Texas,  and  rob 
and  plunder  our  citizens  of  whatever  falls  in  their  way,  and  kill  and  murder  such  of 
them  as  resist  them  or  refuse  to  connive  at  their  unlawful  and  desperate  enterprises. 

The  military  posts  along  the  line  of  the  Rio  Grande  being  situated  at  long  intervals 
apart,  and  each  post  being  weak  in  point  of  numbers,  afford  but  little  protection,  even 
ir  the  law  and  our  relations  with  Mexico  authorized  active  interference,  and  the  des- 
peradoes and  the  lawless-disposed  confederates  of  this  side  the  river  bein^  so  nomer- 
ous  as  to  defy  the  civil  authorities,  and  thus  to  leave  the  hard-working  toiling  classes 
of  our  population,  who  live  bv  honest  labor  and  the  sweat  of  the  brow,  a  prey  to  the 
unrestrained  licentiousness  of  irresponsible  and  lawless  men,  who  refuse  to  work,  sod 
who  seek  to  live  at  the  expense  of  society,  and  by  appropriating  forcibly  and  unlaw- 
fully that  which  others  have  accumulated  by  honest  efforts. 

Many  of  our  best  and  most  industrious  citizens  are  beginning  to  despair  of  beins 
able  to  live  in  the  country  unless  some  additional  protection  is  given   to  person  and 
property  ;  and  there  exists  almost  everywhere  on  tuis  portion  of  the  border  a  general 
feeling  of  insecurity,  and  business  has  been,  in  many  places,  partially  suspended,  and  ^ 
travel  over  the  roads  considered  too  hazardous  to  attempt,  except  in  large  parties  and  * 
where  extreme  necessity  requires. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  we  earnestly  appeal  to  the  legally-constituted  authorities  of 
the  country,  throogb  your  honor,  for  sufficient  protection  to  secure  us  in  some  measare 
against  the  lawlessness  prevailing- to  such  an  alarming  extent,  and  that  we  may  have 
peace,  and  that  confidence  may  be  restored,  and  that  honest  industry  may  be  enooor- 
aged  and  sustained. 

We  further  respectfully  suggest  to  your  honor  that  the  county  court  of  our  conoty 
be  instructed  to  promptly  mase  provision,  according  to  law,  for  the  improvement  and 
repair  of  our  county  roads,  as  in  many  places  they  are  almost  inipasaable  for  vehicles. 


T.—drcular, 

The  president  of  the  common  council  of  the  city  of  Matamoros,  Francisco  Faentra 
Farias,  by  authority  vested  in  him  by  several  decrees  of  the  supreme  government  of 
the  State  of  Tamaulipas,  ordering  the  persecution  of  all  cattle-thieves  and  horse-thieves, 
has  published,  under  date  of  May  26,  ISIA,  a  circular  calling  on  aud  commanding  all 
officers  and  empIoy6s  within  his  jurisdiction,  and  also  the  rural  police,  to  take  active 
measures  to  arrest  and  bring  to  Matamoros  all  cattle-thieves  and  horse-thieves. 

He  orders  the  presiding  officer  of  each  precinct  to  call  a  meeting  of  all  his  neighbors 
and  to  read  the  circular  to  them.  Among  the  pressing  causes  he  seta  forth  as  of 
urgent  necessity  for  these  proceedings,  he  says  that  not  only  do  parties  of  armed  Mex- 
icans cross  to  Texas  and -steal  and  orive  animals  to  Mexico,  but  that  the  whole  joris- 
diction  of  MatamoroS'is  desolated  by  them ;  that  even  the  poor  farmer  who  owns  bat 
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one  or  two  yoke  of  oxen,  and  the  widow  who  owns  two  or  three  milch-cows  on  which 
depends  the  subsistence  of  her  large  and  helpless  family,  are  frequently  thrown  into 
the  deepest  misery  by  finding  that  their  oxen  or  their  cows  htfve  been  killed  for  the 
sake  of  the  hides,  which  is  all  that  the  robbers  care  to  take  with  them. 

He  also  calls  their  attention  to  the  daily,  almost  hourly,  complaints  of  the  residentson 
both  sides  of  the  river,  asking  for  protection  and  redress,  and  points  ont  to  them 
that  it  will  not  only  be  a  dishonor  and  a  disgrace  upon  Mexico  if  these  things  are  not 
put  down,  but  that  it  will  be  the  ruin  of  the  country. 

United  States  of  America, 

Eastern  District  of  Texas : 

I  certify  that  the  above  and  fore^ing  is  a  correct  translation  of  the  substance  of 
the  circular  of  Francisco  Fuentes  Farias,  dated  May  26, 1874. 

JOHN  S.  FORD. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  the  5th  day  of  June,  1875. 

[L.  8.]  F.  J.  PARKER, 

Clerk  United  States  Circuit  Court,  Eastern  District  of  Texrw,  at  Brownsville. 


U. 

La  Jarita,  June  13. 
Henry  Klan,  Esq. : 

Dear  Sir:  The  body  of  Mahan  was  found  yesterday,  near  the  Rancho  Mezqnite.    I 
went  over  to-day  and  saw  the  remains;  not  having  any  interpreter,  could  not  hold  an 
inquest.    Gathered  the  remains  together,  and  had  them  buried  where  found. 
Yours,  truly, 

C.  STILLMAN. 
Justice  Peace,  Precinct  No.  4,  Catneron  County. 


'  V. 

Custom-House,  Brownsville,  Tex., 

Collector's  Office,  June  21,  1875. 

This  is  to  certify  that  George  W.  Miller,  mounted  inspector  of  cnstoms  for  this  district 
stationed  at  Clarksville,  at  thn  month  of  the  Rio  Grande,  has  reported  to  me  that  he  went 
aboard  of  the  schooner  Inez  Huston,  that  had  cleared  from  the  port  of  Bagdad,  Mexico, 
to  lighter  cattle  to  a  Spanish  steamer  off  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande,  in  Mexican  waters, 
the  cattle  Being  shipped  from  Bagdad  for  Cuba ;  while  said  schooner  was  takiog  aboard 
the  cattle  on  the  2d  of  June,  1875,  on  the  Mexican  bank  of  the  river,  and  that  on  that  day, 
and  while  aboard  the  schooner,  he  saw  General  Cortina  superintending  the  shipment, 
accompanied  by  a  large  armed  gnard,  among  whom  he  saw  and  recognized  the  follow- 
ing persons:  Pancho  Lopez,  Guadalupe  E^pinosa,'  Rafael  Salinas,  and  Jos6  Maria 
Olguin,  alias  El  Aqazo,  all  of  whom  were  killed  or  wounded  in  the  tight  of  Captain 
MoNelly  with  cat  tie- thieves,  near  the  old  battle-ground  of  Palo  Alto,  iu  Cauieroa 
County,  on  Saturday,thel2thday  of  June,  1875,  upon  which  occasion  Captain  McNelly 
recaptured  from  the  said  cattle-thiev^as  some  two  hundred  and  fifty  hea<l  of  beeves 
that  the  thieves  were  driving  iu  the  direction  of  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande. 

J.  L.  UAYNES, 

CoUvctor. 


W. 

Brownsville,  June  1,  lci75. 
General  J.  H.  Potter, 

United  States  Army,  Commanding  Fort  Brown,  Texas : 

General:  I  received  positive  news  this  morning  that  a  party  of  men  from  Mexico 
were  going  in  the  direction  of  the  mouth  of  the  Arroyo  Colorado  in  search  of  cattle. 
They  seldom  remain  more  than  than  two  or  three  days.  Others  with  myself  have 
made  three  unsuccessful  trips,  because  I  had  not  men  enough  to  station  iu  the  rear 
while  we  w^nt  ahead. 

Captain  McNelly,  of  the  State  volunteers,  left  for  Corpus  Christi  last  Thurala^ 
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therefore  I  am  obliged  to  call  on  yoo  for  asslstanoe — say  ten  or  twelve  men,  for  two  or 
tiiree  daya. 

I  aui,  general,  veny  respectfully,  yonr  most  obedient  servant, 

**  »       ^       *-  ^»J  JAMES  G.  BROWN. 

Sheriff  Cameron  ConHtjff  TaatJi. 
fIndonement.[ 
Headquarters,  Fort  Brown,  Texas,  June  2, 1875. 

Respectfully  returned  to  the  sheriff  of  Cameron  County,  Texas,  with  the  remark 
that,  uuder  recent  instrnctions,  I  am  not  authorised  to  famish  troops  as  asked  within. 

H.  C.  MERRIAM, 
Major  Twenty  fourth  Infantryy  temporarily  commanding  Poit 


X. 

[From  the  Corpus  Christi  Weekly  Oasette  of  Jane  5,  1875.] 

From  Roma. — d  i^oloe/rom  the  interior. — A  lull  in  the  raid-storm— Bad  effecte  upon  Corpui 
Clmati — Cherailroad — Our  only  salvation— Movements  oftroope^  ^c,  ^. 

ISpeoial  correspondenoe  of  the  Gasette.J 

Roma,  Tbx.,  May  24, 1875. 

As  yon  may,  perhaps,  construe  my  lonjjr  silence  as  an  indication  of  me  not  taking  anj 
more  interest  in  yourselves  and  borough,  or  as  having  forgotten  my  old  friends  in 
Corpus,  I  hope  to  relieve  your  mind  from  snoh  impression  by  informing  yon  that  al- 
though I  have  not  been  absent  from  you  for  more  than  a  yearj  I  still  retain  the  same 
lively  interest  for  your  welfare  as  when  I  left  you  last  April. 

I  am  glad  also  of  being  able  to  inform  yon  that  since  the  last  and  most  disgraoefal 
raid  perpetrated  at  Carrizo,  Zapata  County,  this  upper  country  has  bf^en  nnnsnally 
qniet  and  peaceable,  and  for  which  I  can  only  account  as  follows : 

1.  That  said  raid  was  the  most  successful  one  of  any  done  for  some  time  previoru, 
as  each  raider  got  about  ^^500  in  cash,  besides  the  plunder,  which  certainly  onght  to 
keep  them  quiet  for  a  few  months. 

2.  That  some  of  the  leaders  of  the  Nueces  raid,  who  were  caught  at  Camargo  and 
Mier,  were  transported  into  the  interior  of  Mexico,  and  whether  or  not  they  have  been 
summarily  dealt  with,  as  their  acts  deserve,  and  as  rumor  says,  their  transportatioi] 
from  the  frontier  has  had  the  good  effect  of  intimidating  others  from  en^^aging  in  simi- 
lar enterprises. 

3.  The  arrival  on  this  frontier  of  the  company  of  State  troops  from  Anstin,  who.ae- 
oording  to  all  accounts,  are  renderiug  good  service  as  scouts  and  lookouts,  not  found 
sleeping  more  than  one  night  at  any  place  in  the  immediate  back  country  between 
Brownsville  and  Laredo— these  are,  in  my  humble  opinion,  the  oaoses  why  the  rmid- 
storm  has  lulled  for  the  present. 

It  is  to  be  most  sincerely  regretted  that  these  raids  into  our  country,  as  well  as  tbe 
shameful  attack  (whether  done  by  Mexicans  or  Americans)  upon  the  Mexican  train  of 
carts,  some  time  since,  near  Palo  Alto  Creek,  have  given  such  a  severe  blow  to  all  the 
resident  stock-raisers  and  merchants  in  the  country,  as  well  as  to  all  travelers  passin)^ 
through  it.  But  its  effect  upon  Corpus  Christi  has  been  still  worse ;  for  it  struck  to  the 
very  heart  the  prosperity  of  your  city.  Every  good  Mexican  is  now  afraid  to  navigate 
the  roads  to  Corpus  on  horseback  or  with  carts,  and  the  business  in  these  parts  has 
commenced  turning  into  another  channel,  where  less  risk  is  found.  To  my  own  per- 
sonal kno]f7ledge,  more  than  200,000  pounds  of  wool  raised  in  this  part  of  the  country, 
and  several  thousand  hides  that  previously  took  the  Corpus  route,  have  now  already 
abandoned  it,  and  are  going  bv  land  aud  water  to  Brownsville  and  Matamoros.  Sev- 
eral merchants  on  the  river,  wlio  before  supplied  themselves  at  your  city,  are  now  tak- 
ing the  same  route,  supplying  themselves  from  below,  and  thereby  saving,  they  say, 
not  only  the  risk,  but  time  and  money  also;  all  of  which  will  certainly  be  f^t  by  the 
merchants  of  your  city,  aud  even  if  they  should  now  commence  a  more  liberal  polici/j 
with  their  old  customers  on  this  river,  than  they  have  heretofore  shown,  it  wiu  be  a 
long  time  before  they  will  be  able  to  divert  the  trade  back  again  which  they  have 
already  lost ;  and  may,  perhaps,  laugh  and  not  hieed  the  remark  which  I  am  about  to 
make,  but  which  time  will  prove  to  be  the  truth,  and  is  the  following:  That  ike  onlt 
salvation  now  left  for  the  merchants  of  Corpus  Christi  and  (Ae  stock-raisers  in  XueoeSf  Z^sroZ, 
and  Webb  ComttieSf  is  to  take  stock  in  your  railroad,  and  have  it  completed  with  all  possible 
spe  d  to  Laredo  via  San  Diego.  Had  they  done  so  when  the  charter  was  procured  in  the 
year  1873,  in  place  of  quarreling  and  wrangling  about  wharf  monopoly,  city  charter, 
choice  ot  mayor  and  aldermen,  and  other  less  important  items,  your  city  and  county 
wuiikl  iu-day  have  been  in  a  far  better  and  more  prosperous  condition. 
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I  was  pleased  to  read  in  a  late  issae  of  your  paper  that  yon  have  now  a  new  oharter» 
both  for  your  city  and  yonr  railroad,  and  have  lately  elected  a  span-new  mayor  and  » 
new  lot  of  city  fathers ;  that  the  hatchet  has  been  buried  at  last,  and  the  merohanta 
and  people  of  your  city  are  now  pulling  together  for  the  common  interest  and  welfare 
of  all ;  and  if  every  one  of  you  who  have  means  to  spare  would  only  invest  the  same  in 
the  speedy  building  of  your  railroad,  which  is  the  only  means  now  left  for  your  reoov-^ 
ery  of  losses  in  trade  and  stock,  firom  the  raids,  you  would  see  that  long  before  the 
road  is  finished  to  Laredo  a  large  immigration  will  come  in,  your  real  estate  will  ad- 
vance in  value,  yonr  business  will  increase,  and  the  country  soon  be  settled  up  with 
snob  a  population  as  will  make  similar  raids  impossible  in  future. 

There  has  been  no  change  or  increase  of  the  United  States  troops  on  this  frontier 
since  my  arrival  here ;  but  to-day  an  order  has  been  received  from  General  Ord,  com- 
manding this  department,  calling  in  to  their  respective  posts  or  garrisons  the  three 
companies  stationed  at  Santa  Maria,  Edinburgh,  and  Roma,  to  Fort  Brown  and  Ring- 
gold Barracks.  This  is  certainly  a  very  strange  order,  and  unintelligible  to  me ;  and  I 
feel  very  sorry  to  part  with  their  protection  of  this  town,  and  believe,  had  such  an 
order  been  issued  about  two  months  ago,  I  would  not  be  able  this  day  to  pen  this 
information  to  you,  but  would  have  been  going  my  way  rejoicing  on  the  other  side  of 
Jordan. 

To-day  I  have  also  learned  that  our  sister  republic,  from  which  all  our  troubles  and 
raids  have  emanated,  is  now  taking  the  first  step  toward  preventing  them,  by  having 
sent  to  Mier  yesterday  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  mounted  soldiers,  which  I  presume 
will  be  distributed  at  the  different  crossings  and  ferries  of  the  river  in  these  parts,  and 
which  I  sincerely  hope  may  have  the  effect  desired. 

The  mercantile  business  of  this  place  has  been  unusually  dull  for  the  last  two  months, 
and  I  am  not  even  able  to  give  you  the  quotations  of  the  Roma  market-value  of  hides 
and  wool,  for  reason  of  not  being  in  the  business ;  but  if  you  feel  interested  in  knowing 
the  market-price  of  roasting-ears  and  eggs,  I  will  inform  you  that  these  commodities 
are  held  on  the  streets  at  %t^%  por  rnedio;  and  very  often  when  small  change  (not  ex- 
change) gets  scarce  in  this  market,  the  same  amount  of  these  luxuries  are  taken  in 
trade  by  our  merchants,  giving  in  exchange  therefor  a  small  bowl,  coffee-cnp  or  saucer, 
which  transactions  have  not  as  yet  been  quoted  in  Corpus  Christi  prices-current. 

Having  nothing  else  of  interest  to  write  you,  and  having  already  extended  this  let- 
ter to  considerable  length,  I  will  here  close  the  same  by  sincerely  wishing  that  peaco 
and  prosperity  may  now  commence  and  continue  in  our  country  forever,  and  particu- 
larly in  that  part  of  it  situated  between  the  rivers  Nueces  and  Bravo,  in  which  all 
of  us  are  mostly  interested. 
Yours,  truly, 

FRONTERA. 


Y. 

The  State  of  Texas,  County  of  Starr : 

On  this  16th  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1875,  Victor  Morel,  of  the  county  of  Starr,  and  State 
of  Texas,  personally  appeared,  who  under  oath  deposeth  and  saith  that  he  has  lived  in 
the  county  of  Starr,  State  of  Texas,  since  the  year  1856,  and  that  since  1865  to  1874  be 
has  been  employed  in  the  Qaarter master's  Department  as  an  interpreter,  and  principally 
as  gnide ;  and  that  daring  the  period  of  eight  or  nine  years  he  was  principally  engaged 
in  the  prosecntion  of  cattle-thieves,  coming  nom  Mexico  to  Texas  to  steal  American  cattle. 
Deponent  further  swears  that  the  wholesale  cattle-stealing  business  on  the  Rio  Grande 
commenced  some  time  in  December,  1863,  or  beginning  of  1864,  when  the  Second  Texas 
Cavalry,  United  States  Army,  was  organized  by  its  colonel,  John^  L.  Haynes,  and  also 
that  in  the  month  of  August,  1865, 1  was  ordered  to  hire  hands  to' help  me  drive  cattle 
from  near  Los  Olmos  Creek  to  Riaggold  Barracks.  This  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the 
United  States  troops  stationed  at  that  post,  the  order  being  issued  by  General  Jackson, 
commanding  Second  Division,  Twenty-fifth  Army  Corps.  Benito  Garcia,  Leonardo 
Rodriguez,  Vivian  Rodriguez,  Antonio  Resnrdes,  and  others,  were  hired  by  pie  for  the 
•  purpose  of  helping  me  to  drive  said  cattle,  the  entire  party  being  under  the  command 
and  direction  of  Lieutenant  Wentz,  United  Srat438  Army.  Thn  cattle  gathered  were 
about  fonr  or  five  hundred  head,  not  purchased  from  any  owner  or  their  agents,  but 
taken  by  the  force  of  arms.  To  my  knowledge,  the  steal! og  of  American  cattle  is,  if 
anything,  improving  instead  of  decreasing.  My  occupation  and  business  compelling 
me  to  be  absent  from  home,  gives  me  the  Knowledge  of  this  fact,  as  I  can  most  every 
day  see  cattle-trails  crossing  the  river,  and  behind  them  men  driving  them  to  Mexico. 

V.  MOREL. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  the  16th  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1875.     ^ 

E.  MARKS, 
Justice  of  the  Peace  Starr  Count^^  PvtRxwil  li^.X^ 


104  TEXAS  FRONTIER  TROUBLES. 

DEPREDATIONS  BY  INDIANS  AND  MEXICANS. 

Austin,  Tbx.,  January  1, 1878. 

lJin>embery  1875.— El  Paso  County  Frontier  Company  followed  trail  of  three  Indians, 
who  stole  nine  horses  and  one  mnle  from  Socorro.  Killed  one  Indian  and  recovered  the 
stock)  besides  captarinf;  three  Indian  ponies. 

December, — Lieut.  N.  Cold  well  and  party,  Company  F,  Frontier  Battalion,  in  pnrsnit 
of  nine  Indians  and  seven  horses,  seen  passing  ont toward  Little  Devil's  River.  Trail 
cot  fonnd. 

January,  1876.— Corporal  Watson  and  three  men  of  Kerr  County  volunteer  militia 
company  on  15th  attacked  four  Indians,  wounding  one. 

Match, — Lieut.  Tel.  Montes,  £1  Paso  County  Frontiermen,  reports  that  Indians  wer« 
in  last  week  and  stole  horses. 

Capt.  N.  Coldwell,  Company  F,  Frontier  Battalion,  reports  that  Mexican  Indians 
killed  three  persons  (names  unknown)  on  Nueces  River,  Edwards  County,  and  attacked 
two  men  near  Camp  Wood,  killed  one  horse  and  drove  off  four. 

Lieat.  Pat.  Dolao,  Company  F,  Frontier  Battalion,  reporte  Indians  stole  thirteea 
horses  from  Barksdale,  Hatch  &  Co.,  Edwards  County. 

Jpril, — Sergeant  Wett  and  nine  men,  Company  F.  Frontier  Battalion,  on  11th  found 
trail  of  Indians  on  main  Frio,  where  it  was  reported  a  man's  horse  had  been  shot  from 
under  him  and  a  boy  killed.    Lost  trail  on  I3th. 

Capt.  N.  Cold  well  reports  that  on  the  22d  Indians  passed  through  Frio  and  Medina 
Counties,  killed  one  man  on  Black  Creek,  Frio  County,  and  stole  30  horses. 

Mr.  Williams  and  one  boy  killed  on  the  Nueces  this  month. 

Captain  Coldwell  reports  fourteen  horses  stolen  on  this  raid. 

Lieutenant  Coldwell  and  fifteen  men,  Company  F,  Frontier  Battalion,  on  the  2l8t 
got  on  a  trail  of  Indians  who  stole  horses,  and  wounded  one  man  on  IQch  at  Point  Rock. 
Followed  trail  in  direction  of  Devil's  River  70  miles  without  water.  Command  broken 
down,  and  returned  to  camp. 

Lieutenant  Coldwell  reports  that  another  party  of  Indians  on  the  19th  raided  through 
Frio  and  Uvalde  Counties,  and  drove  off  eighty  horses  from  Mart.  Woodward. 

Lieut.  Pat.  Dolan  reports  that  Indians  on  the  22d  killed  E.  Wohrman  in  Kinney 
County,  and  took  his  gun  and  pistol,  which  they  sold  to  one  Dr.  Cherokee,  in  Morales, 
Mexico.  Same  party  stole  twenty  horses  from  Kingsbury  &  Holmes,  in  Uvalde  County, 
and  thirty  from  Levi  English,  in  Dimmit  Coouty. 

Lieut.  Tel.  Montes,  El  Paso  County  Frontier  Company,  followed  trail  of  Indians  (who 
on  the  16th  stole  horses  at  San  Elizario)  for  two  days  and  nights  until  they  saw  the 
Indians  go  over  the  mountains  into  their  reservation  at  Dog  Cafion.  While  resting, 
company  was  fired  into  by  about  200  Indians  armed  with  needle-guns  and  pistols,  and 
company  escaped  dnriug  night. 

May. — Sergeant  Witt  and  eleven  men.  Company  F,  Frontier  Battalion,  learned  that 
on  3d Nixon  had  been  killed  by  Indians  on  bead  of  Camp  Wood  Creek  and  sev- 
eral horses  stolen  on  the  Frio.    Found  no  trail. 

June. — O.  M.  Keesey  reports  from  Fort  Davis  that  Indians  have  taken  21  animals. 
Have  saved  herd  four  times  in  last  four  months.  Indians  mortally  wounded  one  of 
my  herdsmen. 

July. — Lientenant  Foster  and  10  men,  Company  E,  Frontier  Battalion,  struck  an  Indian 
trail  on  Colorado  River,  followed  it  35  miles,  discovered  the  Indians  at  4  a.  m.,  charged 
and  routed  them,  wonnding  1  Indian  and  capturing  40  horses;  50  Indians  rallied, 
charged  and  recaptured  the  horses.  Lientenant  Foster's  force  too  small ,  and  retired. 
Indians  had  11  lodges.  Captured  new  blankets  marked  U.  S.  I.  D.,  calico,  musquito- 
bars,  saddles,  crockery,  &c. 

August. — Company  A,  Frontier  Battalion,  on  Ist,  at  source  of  Colorado,  head  of  Cham- 
pion Creek,  struck  ^recently  abandoned  wigwams,  blankets,  tent-covers,  saddles,  &c  ; 
6  miles  above  12  more  wigwams  were  fonnd. 

Sergeant  Wirt  and  13  men,  Company  F,  Frontier  Battalion,  learned  on  4th  that  on  1st 
Indians  went  from  the  Nueces  to  Frio  and  stole  35  horses  at  Frio  Cafion.  Trail  not 
found. 

Sergeant  Hawkins  and  party,  Company  D,Fror  tier  Battalion,  from  9th  to  15th,  sconted 
on  headwaters  of  Llano  for  Indians  comiog  north  from  Uvalde;  trail  not  fonnd. 

Sergeant  Hawkins  and  12  men,  Company  D,  Frontier  Battalion,  on  15th,  struck  trail  on 
Duck  Creek  of  Indians  who  passed  Menardville ;  followed  in  close  pursuit  to  Fort  Con- 
cho and  there  lost  it. 

Lieut.  D.  W.  Roberts  and  party,  Company  D,  Frontier  Battalion,  on  14th  and  15tb,^ 
scouting  after  Indians,  passing  near  Menardville.  (A  party  of  citizens  gone  in  pursuit 
before  the  news  reached  camp  dispersed  the  Indians.)  This  Indian  party  stole  25 
horses  in  Menard  and  Concho  Counties. 

September. — Lieut.  Pat.  Dolan  and  party.  Company  F,  Frontier  Battalion,  firom  28th 
to  Octooer  15,  scouted  for  Indians  who  stole  horses  on  Bull  Creek. 

Capt.  D.  W.  Roberts,  Company  D,  reports  that  on  6th  Indians  raided  in  Kimble  and 
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Cftncbo  Conutiee,  and  on  15th  throagh  Kimble  and  Menard  Coanties,  and  stole  a  num- 
ber of  horses. 

Lient.  Pat.  Dolan  reports  that  Indian  party  he  was  after  on  S8th  stole  4  horses  from 
Bnd  Pallen,  Edwards  Uonnty,  and  5  horses  from  Bnllhead Creek.  From  there  they  stole 
13  horses  from  Jno.  Luckey  and  others  at  Frio  Ca&on. 

October. — Petition  from  citizens  of  Frio  County  (signed  by  sheriff,  county  judge, 
justice  of  the  peace,  district  clerk,  and  44  other  citizens)  to  Gk>vemor  Hubbard  for 
protection,  says  **  7  of  our  citizens,  killed  b^  a  band  of  Indians  in  the  most  cruel  and 
atrocious  manner  on  October  Ist,  have  been  interred  within  the  past  'M  hours.''  ''Since 
writing  the  above  petition  2  more  men  were  found  dead^"  "Since  signing  the  above  5 
more  men  have  been  found  dead,  making  14.'' 

Captain  Coldwell  reports  that  in  above  raids  90  horses  were  driven  off. 

Hon.  Louis  Cardis,  member  of  15tb  legislature,  writes  that  between  15th  and  24th 
September  Indians  have  murdered  two  men  and  carried  off  many  head  of  cattle  in 
two  different  sectioos  of  £1  Paso  Couuty. 

That  on  9th  Indians  attacked  three  employes  of  the  Texas  and  California  stage-line, 
at  Eagle  Springs  station,  £1  Paso  County,  killing  Chon  Marengo  and  wounding  Felipe 
Garcia.    Indians  were  driven  off  when  attempting  tm  capture  the  stock. 

That  ou  10th  Indians  stole  and  carried  cff  a  herd  of  horses  from  ranch  of  Miguel 
Montayo,  £1  Paso  County. 

Sergeant  Moore  and  eight  men.  Company  E,  Froutier  Battalion,  from  October  28  to 
November  5  on  trail  of  Indians  who  stole  fourteen  horses  on  Valley  Creek.  ■  Indians 
scattered  at  mouth  of  Elm.  Trail  obliterated  by  rain.  Five  horses  and  one  mule  re- 
covered. 

Capt.  S.  R.-Merritt,  Kerr  County  volunteer  militia  company,  writes  that  on  24th 
eight  or  ten  ludiann  stole  a  number  of  horses  ou  Bear  Creek,  and  killed  Sam.  Spears 
and  Isaac  Kuutz.  They  then  stole  horses  about  ten  miles  from  Kerrville,  and  on  their 
way  to  the  Frio  stole  some  more  horses  and  killed Allen. 

George  H.  Gray,  county  judge,  Kimble  County,  says  of  above  raid,  that  there  were 
thirteen  Indians,  and  tbat  they  got  about  tifty  horses  in  Kimble  County. 

Lieut.  F.  M.  Moore  and  ten  men.  Company  D,  Frontier  Battalion,  from  24th  to  30th 
on  trail  of  above  raiders  to  the  headwaters  of  the  Medena.    Twelve  horses  picked  up. 

Capt.  N.  Coldwell  and  ten  men.  Company  A,  scouting  for  Indians,  struck  trail  on 
31st,  as  the  Indians  passed  out  behind  the  citizen  scout.  Citizens  recaptured  forty 
horses. 

Lieut.  S.  W.  Campbell,  Company  B,  Frontier  Battalion,  reports  that  in  Throckmorton 
County  J.  B.  Matbews  bad  twenty-one  horses  stolen  by  Mexican  robbers.  Robbers 
were  captured  by  United  States  troops  at  Fort  Sill,  and  ten  horses  returned.  Loss, 
$550. 

William  Hudspeth,  county  attornev,  Bandera  County,  writes  that  on  28lh  Indians 
killed  J.  M.  Philips. 

That  on  January  2  a  Mexican  boy,  about  15  years  old,  was  captured  alive  by  J.  B. 
Hudspeth.  Said  boy  was  captured  by  Indians  when  quite  young,  and  ou  raid  above 
mentioned  was  lost  from  the  party,  and  in  wandering  about  for  something  to  eat,  and 
as  he  says,  also  for  a  horse,  he  was  canght  by  Hudspeth.  The  boy  says  he  was  with  a 
party  of   Indians  from  Mexico ;    that    on  the  Llano   they  killed  a  man  and  were 

?ursued  so  closely  that  they  scattered,  and  this  boy  lost  from  the  party  the  day  before 
'hilips  was  killed. 

January^  1877. — Mr.  Hudspeth  continues :  On  last  Saturday  morning  (about  January 
11)  Indians  were  seen  within  two  miles  of  Bandera,  and  it  is  reported  that  three  men 
were  killed  there  on  Saturday. 

February. — Capt.  N.  Coldwell,  Company  A,  Frontier  Battalion,  reports  Indians  seen  ou 
Dry  Frio ;  trail  not  found. 

iiarch. — Lieut.  Pat.  Dolan  and  party.  Company  F,  Frontier  Battalion,  on  25th  struck 
trail  of  Indians  on  Devil's  River ;  pursued  and  scattered  them ;  recaptured  thirteen 
horses  and  all  of  their  camp  equipage. 

April. — Lieut.  Pat.  Dolan  and  party.  Company  F,  Frontier  Battalion,  scouted  after 
Indians  who  stole  horses  near  Romeo  Mountain.  Lieut.  G.  W.  Campbell  reports  that 
at  Reynolds  City  Indians  attacked  the  herders'  camp  and  ran  off  twenty  head. 

May. — Company  A,  Frontier  Battalion,  2d  to  5th  scouted  on  a  trail  of  10  Indians ; 
lost  trail  at  head  of  Devil's  River.    This  party  had  nine  horses. 

Lieut.  G.  W.  Campbell  reports  that  Mr.  Glenn  was  attacked  by  Indians  at  Deep 
Creek ;  three  horses  wounded  and  wagon  burned.    Loss,  $260. 

Also,  that  camp  of  John  Burns  &  Bro.  was  attacked  at  Deep  Creek;  three  horses 
stolen,  wagons  and  harness  burned,  and  provisions  poisoned.    Loss,  $300. 

At  same  place  and  on  same  day  same  party  of  Indians  attacked  Charles  Walters ; 
stole  seven  horses,  harness,  wagon,  gun,  carbine,  and  company  outfit,  and  poisoned  the 
provisions.    Loss,  $450. 

June, — Sergeant  Jones  and  party.  Company  F,  Frontier  Battalion,  on  21st  struck  trail 
of  Indians ;  on  22^,  trail  scattered  in  all  directions. 
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Capt.  D.  W.  Roberts,  Company  D,  reports  this  party  stole  fifty  horses  in  Kerr  iCnd 
Kimble  Counties. 

Three  parties  of  Company  A,  Frontier  Battalion,  scenting  after  Indians  reported  in 
K^ounty ;  trails  not  found. 

Serjjreant  Seeker  and  party  of  Company  D,  Frontier  Battalion,  on  an  Indan  trail  from 
26th  to  July  10,  followed  them  to  Devil's  and  Pecos  Rivers;  picked  up  thirteen  horses. 

Lieut.  Pat.  Dolan,  Company  F,  reports  that  thirteen  Indians  attacked  Bob  Johnson 
and  John  Leary,  one  mile  from  Camp  Wood ;  took  two  horses  and  harness  from  wazon, 
stole  niue  horses  from  Sam.  Wells,  two  frt>m  J.  Chalk,  and  one  from  F.  Box.  All  in 
Uvalde  County. 

July. — Lieut.  G.  W.  Campbell  reports  that  Chas.  Calvin  was  attacked  by  Indians 
on  headwaters  of  Brazos ;  hat  shot  from  ofif  his  head,  and  wagon  riddled. 

August, — Capt.  N.  Coldwell,  Company  A,  reports  a  party  of  Mexicans  killed  two 
men  near  Concepcion,  Duval  County,  and  recrossed  Rio  Grande  to  Mier,  Mexico. 

Capt.  N.  Coldwell,  Company  A,  reports  twelve  Mexicans  crossed  the  Rio  Grande 
from  Camargo,  attacked  Rio  Grande  City  jail,  wounded  Noah  Cox,  county  attomej, 
and  the  jailor  and  his  wife ;  released  Segundo  Garza,  a  murderer,  and  R.  Espronoeda 
(theft),  and  recrossed  to  Camarg». 

November. — Capt.  D.  W.  Ro*berts,  Company  D,  reports  a  party  of  Indians  raided  in 
Kimble  County  and  stole  twenty -five  or  thirty  hordes. 

Capt.  N.  Coldwell,  Company  A,  reports  a  party  of  Kickapoos  attacked  the  San^ 
Ranch,  Webb  County,  and  killed  Francisco  and  Jesus  Reyes. 

Lieut.  Pat.  Dolan,  Company  F,  reports  twenty  Indians  stole  five  horses  in  the 
Nueces  Caflon,  Uvalde  County  ;  killed  Louis  Villeneuvo  in  same  place  ;  stole  twenty- 
six  horses  from  Mr.  Hannahan. 

Lieut.  N.  O.  Reynolds  reports  Indians  stole,  in  1876  and  1877,  fifteen  horses  from 
Isaac  Mullins,  McCullongh  County  ;  twenty-live  horses  from  Dan.  Tankersly,  McCul- 
longh  County ;  seventeen  horses  from  John  Gand,  Mason  County ;  twelve  horses  from 
WiUiam  Potter,  Kimble  County ;  three  horses  from  Henry  Runnels,  Kimble  County. 

RECAPITULATION. 

3  abandoned  camps  found. 
57  Indian  parties  in  Texas. 
15  trails  followed. 
14  attempts  to  find  trails. 
874  horses  and  mules  stolen  by  Indians  and  Mexicans. 
71  horses  and  mules  recovered  from  Indians  and  Mexicans.  , 

1  Indian  killed. 

2  Indians  wounded. 
40  citizens  killed. 

6  citizens  wounded. 
12  citizens  attacked. 

9  reports  of  horses  stolen  and  no  number  mentioned. 
8  wagons  and  harness  burned  and  supplies  poisoned. 

November, — John  Sanders,  stage-driver,  killed  near  Pecos  by  Indians. 
December, — Gabriel  Yaldez,  route-agent  £1  Paso  stage-line,  and  driver,  killed  near 
Eagle  Springs. 


TESTIMONY  OF  J.  G.  TUCKER. 

WASHINGTON,  D.  0.,  January  24, 1878. 
Examination  of  J.  G.  Tucker,  of  Brownsville,  Tex. 

By  Mr.  Sleicher  : 

Question.  How  long  have  you  been  residing  on  the  Bio  Orande  f— 
Answer.  About  eight  years. 

Q.  What  is  your  business  ? — A.  I  am  a  contractor  and  landowner. 
I  supply  forage  to  the  government. 

Q.  You  have  been  up  and  down  the  river  somewhat ! — A.  I  travel  a 
good  deal  and  constantly.  My  business)  is  such  that  I  have  to  come  in 
contact  with  merchants  living' along  the  border.  In  fact  I  travel  more 
than  anybody  else  living  there. 

Q.  Give  a  statement  oi  what  has  occurred  since  you  have  lived  there.— 
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A.  At  different  times  my  life  has  been  in  imminent  danger  from  the  fact 
of  my  having  ran  into  bands  of  cattle  thieves.  At  one  particular  time, 
some  two  years  ago,  I  only  saved  my  life  by  a  ruse.  I  happened  to  be 
along  with  Paymaster  Nichols,  who  was  going  to  pay  off  the  troops  at 
Binggold  Bari*acks.  He  had  started  on  ahead  of  me,  and  I  followed  in 
my  own  buggy  with  the  servant.  It  appears  that  there  was  a  large 
drove  of  cattle  concealed  in  the  woods  near  Las  Ouevas.  The  thieves 
Lad  evidently  been  watching  his  movements,  for  after  he  had  passed 
with  his  escort,  they,  thinking  that  the  danger  was  over,  commenced 
driving  the  cattle  across  the  road.  There  were  not  less  than  two  hun- 
dred or  three  hundred  head  of  cattle  and  not  less  than  forty  or  fifty 
men.  I  was  driving  at  a  full  swinging  trot  to  overtake  the  paymaster, 
when,  as  I  got  to  the  top  of  a  short,  steep  hill,  I  suddenly  found  myself 
driving  among  them.  Some  of  the  cattle  had  been  evidently  a  long 
distance  and  were  tired,  and  some  had  lain  down  in  the  middle  of  the 
road.  I  am  usually  heavily  armed  when  traveling,  and  my  servant  sat 
with  a  rifle  on  his  knee.  I  was  driving,  and  I  checked  up  the  horses 
instantly  for  fear  of  running  over  the  cattle.  I  whispered  to  my  servant 
then,  "Cock  your  gun,''  and  he  cocked  it.  I  carried  the  reins  in' my 
left  hand  and  stooped  down  and  got  my  pistol  in  my  right  hand.  I 
was  then  driving  at  a  walk.  There  were  five  or  six  men  standing  on  the 
roadside  at  my  left  and  five  or  six  on  my  right.  As  I  came  driving 
between  the  cattle,  I  said  to  the  men,  <'  Buenas  dias."  They  did  not 
answer,  and  that  was  a  bad  sign,  for  as  a  general  thing  the  Mexicans 
are  very  polite.  These  men  were  from  the  Mexican  side  of  the  river. 
It  occurred  to  me  then  to  use  a  ruse.  The^"  were  looking  at  each  other 
right  across  the  road  with  an  inquiring  look  as  though  asking  each 
other  whether  they  should  fire  upon  us,  when  it  occurred  to  me  to  look 
back.  I  turned  to  look  back,  and  the  moment  they  saw  me  looking 
.  behind  me  they  supposed  that  there  was  an  escort  coming  after  me,  and 
by  the  time  I  had  half  risen  the  next  hill  two  of  them  had  turned  back 
to  see  whether  anybody  was  coming.  By  that  time  I  had  got  a  little  way 
from  them  and  drove  off.  I  have  also  met  parties  returning  from  raids 
in  Texas  without  cattle.  I  met  them  going  back  into  Mexico  in  parties 
of  thirty  or  forty.  It  is  true  that  for  some  time  past  there  have  been 
no  regularly  organized  raids  on  the  Lower  Bio  Grande,  but  it  is  impos- 
sible for  the  i>eople  there  to  keep  any  stock.  It  would  be  of  very  great 
advantage  to  me  to  use  oxen  for  plowing  purposes,  because  they  are 
less  expensive  than  horses.  I  own  a  ranch  at  Santa  Maria,  thirty  miles 
from  Brownsville,  where  it  would  be  profitable  for  me  to  use  oxen,  but 
I  cannot  do  it  because  I  could  not  keep  them.  They  would  be  stolen 
and  killed  and  their  hides  taken  across  the  river.  At  one  time,  two 
years  and  a  half  ago,  when  General  Ord  camped  on  my  place,  the  very 
night  he  camped  there  the  Mexicans  killed  two  of  my  oxen  in  the  lower 
part  of  the  field  and  carried  the  hides  across  the  river.  My  neighbors 
are  in  the  same  fix  that  I  am.  I  have  been  compelled  to  buy  con- 
demned artillery  horses  from  the  government  to  plow  with.  The  Mexi- 
cans do  not  care  to  steal  them  because  they  are  heavy  and  lumbering 
and  cannot  travel  fast,  and  yet  I  am  compelled  every  night  to  drive  my 
stock  into  a  corral  and  to  lock  it  up  right  alongside  of  the  house. 

Q.  During  the  eight  years  that  you  have  been  living  there,  has  there 
been  raiding  and  stealing  almost  all  the  time! — A.  From  the  time  I 
arrived  until  a  year  and  a  half  ago,  regularly  organized  raids  were  taking 
place  all  the  time.  Cattle  were  taken  and  driven  across  the  river,  and 
frequrutly  some  of  the  herdsmen  were  caught  and  killed.  Two  or  three 
years  ago  it  was  Jill  that  a  man's  life  was  worth  to  travel  u\)  aiiidda^'^ 
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the  country,  anless  with  a  large  party.  A  large  part  of  the  Americans 
living  there  were  killed.  A  paymaster — Major  Foote — was  killed  there. 
A  man  in  my  immediate  neighborhood,  Mr.  Hill,  a  very  inoffensive  man, 
was  killed  inside  of  his  own  house,  leaving  a  wife  and  five  little  children. 
A  man  named  McMahon  was  also  killed  right  close  to  my  place.  He 
was  a  school-teacher,  and  a  very  inoffensive  man.  Every  now  and  then 
I  hear  of  somebody  being  killed.  This  state  of  things  has  existed  on 
the  Lower  Eio  Grande  up  to  within  the  last  year  and  a  half.  Since  then 
we  have  had  no  regularly  organized  large  raid,  but  the  stealing  has  been 
going  on  all  the  same  in  small  quantities. 

Q.  Is  there  much  cattle  in  the  country  now  f — A.  No,  sir.  There  used 
to  be  a  great  many  cattle  there,  but  the  people  now  are  afraid  to  keep 
them.  In  fact,  they  cannot  keep  them  along  the  river.  All  that  thej 
keep  now  is  what  they  need  for  immediate  consumption,  unless  a  norther 
springs  up  and  brings  the  cattle  down,  as  it  sometimes  does,  all  the  way 
from  the  Nueces  River,  or  in  a  very  dry  season  the  cattle  will  come  there 
in  search  of  water;  but  as  far  as  cattle-raising  is  concerned,  it  is  perfectly 
dead  with  us.  I  have  not  a  single  head,  except  a  few  cows  for  dairy 
purposes.  I  would  like  to  raise  cattle,  but  there  is  no  possibility  of  my 
doing  80  at  present.  I  have  got  some  nice  horses  in  Brownsville — my 
own  driving  horses^— which  I  would  frequently  like  to  send  up  to  grass 
on  my  farm,  but  I  dare  not  send  them  out  of  town,  and  have  to  keep 
them  in  my  stable  at  Brownsville. 

By  Mr.  Forney  : 

Q.  How  far  into  the  State  of  Texas  do  these  raids  extendi — A.  They 
have  extended  to  within  a  few  miles  of  Corpus  Chrisci,  over  one  hundred 
miles. 

Q.  For  that  distance,  I  suppose  that  there  are  very  few  cattle  left!— 
A.  Within  sixty  to  seventy-five  miles  of  the  Kio  Grande  there  are  very 
few  cattle. 

Q.  And  several  years  ago  there  were  a  great  many  cattle  there  ! — A. 
Yes,  sir.  I  have  got  eighteen  miles  of  land  there  all  pasture-land,  except 
a  couple  of  thousand  acres  for  cultivation,  and  I  cannot  use  it  for  the 
purpose  of  raising  cattle,  although  it  looks  very  natural  that  I  should 
raise  stock  there,  but  I  dare  not  attempt  it. 

By  Mr.  SCHLEiCHteR : 

Q.  Are  you  well  acquainted  on  the  other  side  of  the  river  f — A.  I  am. 
I  know  a  great  many  people  there. 

Q.  Were  you  at  the  Corpus  Christi  raid  ! — A.  I  was  at  Brownsville  at 
the  time. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  of  that  affair  f — A.  No,  sir.  I  saw  the  raid  that 
was  made  below  Brownsville,  where  eight  or  ten  of  the  thieves  were 
killed. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  a  case  where  any  one  was  punished  in  Mex- 
ico for  a  crime  committed  in  Texas  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Is  it  not  notorious  down  there  that  no  one  is  punished  f — A.  It  is. 

Q.  Doesany  one  expect  thatany  punishment  will  be  infiicted  for  acrime 
committed  on  this  side  of  the  river! — A.  No,  sir;  because  those  from 
the  other  side  of  the  river  who  commit  depredations  on  this  side  have 
friends  and  relatives  living  on  the  other  side,  and  some  of  them  on  our 
side,  and  when  they  get  back,  of  course  they  are  shielded,  or  if  they  are 
followed,  they  are  secreted.  It  is  not  that  Mexican  officials  would  not 
do  their  duty  if  they  could,  but  they  are  powerless  on  account  of  the 
population,  and  there  is  no  force  on  the  other  side  of  the  river  to  check 
this  thing. 
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Q.  Who  18  the  governor  of  Tamanlipas  f — A.  Oeueral  Ganales  is  the 
so-called  governor.  He  is  now  a  brigadier-general  in  the  army  and  has 
a  substitute  governor  in  his  place. 

Q.  What  is  the  character  of  Canales  T — A.  Ganales  and  Gortina  have 
the  same  sort  of  character.  There  is  no  difference  between  them.  The 
factions  on  the  other  side  are  known  as  the  Gortina  crowd  and  the  Gan- 
ales crowd,  and  the  one  is  no  better  than  the  other.  They  are  all  the 
same.  So  far  as  willingness  is  concerned,  there  are  none  of  them  willing 
to  do  anything  to  uphold  law.  Personally,  Ganales  would  not  do  any- 
thing in  that  line.  He  would  rather  not  obey  federal  orders  than  obey 
them,  because  he  is  a  politician  and  is  a  man  who  runs  for  office,  and  if 
he  were  to  make  himself  unpopular  of  course  he  could  not  be  elected. 
He  has  made  that  statement  himself  publicly.  When  these  Bio  Grande 
City  raiders  were  demanded  from  him,  and  when  he  received  positive 
orders  from  General  Diaz  to  turn  them  over  to  the  American  authorities, 
he  refused  to  do  so.  General  Benavides.  a  special  commissioner  who 
was  sent  by  General  Diaz,  came  to  me  witb  a  letter  of  introduction.  I 
had  met  him  already  in  the  city  of  Mexico,  and  I  conferred  with  him 
every  day.  I  was  either  over  on  the  other  side  or  he  was  on  this  side 
with  me.  He  was  very  anxious  to  have  that  matter  settled,  and  at  one 
time  I  went  up  to  Gamargo  at  his  request  in  reference  to  the  matter.  I 
drove  night  and  day  in  order  to  get  there.  It  was  at  the  time  of  this 
excitement,  and  he  requested  me  to  go  there  and  to  urge  the  authorities 
of  Gamargo  to  use  their  utmost  endeavors  to  catch  these  men  who  had 
broken  into  the  Rio  Grande  Gity  jail.  When  I  returned  he  informed  me 
that  Ganales  had  received  a  positive  order  from  General  Diaz  to  turn 
these  men  over  as  fast  as  they  were  caught,  and  that  Ganales  had  refused 
to  do  so.  He  did  not  do  so  for  ten  days,  and  I  doubt  whether  he  would 
have  done  it  at  all  at  that  time  had  it  not  been  for  General  Benavides. 
General  Benavides  left  Matamoros  disgusted,  came  to  Brownsville,  and 
staid  there  five^or  six  days.  While  he  was  there  General  Ganales  came 
over  to  pay  him  a  visit  and  begged  him  to  return  to  Matamoros,  prom- 
ising to  turn  over  one  of  the  prisoners  to  him,  but  General  Benavides 
refused  to  do  so.  He  said  to  Ganales,  '^  You  have  received  your  orders 
from  Diaz  to  turn  them  over  and  you  have  disobeyed  those  orders. 
You  need  not  turn  any  of  them  over  at  all  on  my  account."  And  what 
was  Ganales's  excuse?  ^'I  have  no  objection  to  turning  these  men  over 
to  the  Americans,  and  I  can  turn  over  a  good  many  of  them  if  I  want 
to.  There  are  a  good  many  men  whom  I  would  like  to  get  rid  of,  but  if 
Diaz  wants  to  get  anybody  to  pick  the  chestnuts  out  of  the  fire,  he  must 
find  somebody  else  besides  me.  I  expect  to  run  for  governor  some  of 
these  days,  and  I  am  not  going  to  sacrifice  myself  for  the  accommodation 
of  General  Diaz.''  Subsequently  more  positive  orders  were  received  to 
turn  them  over,  and  three  of  the  men  whom  they  held  were  turned  over. 

Q.  What  sort  of  men  were  they! — A.  One  of  them  had  been  a  captain 
in  the  Mexican  service  under  Lerdo.  He  was  a  politician  opposed  to 
General  Diaz,  but'  the  other  two  were  common  robbers — men  who  had 
no  friends  or  footing. 

Q.  What  was  the  general  supposition  there  as  to  why  these  three  men 
were  surrendered  and  the  rest  let  go! — A.  I  do  not  know  that  the  rest 
were  let  go.  General  Benavides,  who  held  no  military  position,  and 
who  is  a  gentleman,  tried  his  utmost  to  get  them  turned  over,  but  as  to 
how  far  others  did  so  I  do  not  know.  I  do  not  know  whether  they 
could  get  them,  or  did  have  them  and  would  not  turn  them  over. 

Q.  You  say  that  Ganales  feared  to  make  himself  unpopular  if  he 
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turned  these  men  over.    Do  you  mean  to  say  that  the  majority  of  the 
people  there  are  in  favor  of  shielding  those  thieves? — A.  I  do,  indeed. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  ranch  or  village  of  Las  Ouevasf — A.  I  do. 

Q.  Is  it  near  your  ranch  ? — A.  No,  sir.  Las  Guevas  is  sixty  miles  from 
my  rauch.  It  is  on  the  main  road  from  Brownsville  to  Kinggold  Bar- 
racks. It  is  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  and  is  considered  to  be  the  worst 
place  on  the  Lower  Rio  Grande.  I  mean  it  is  the  place  where  these 
bands  of  thieves  run  to  with  the  stock  that  they  have  stolen. 

Q.  Have  you  known  of  that? — A.  Frequently. 

Q.  Do  tbey  cultivate  much  laud  in  that  village? — A.  Very  little  on 
this  side  of  the  river.    The  farming  is  done  on  the  Mexican  side. 

Q.  How  much  of  it  is  done  there  ? — A.  A  good  deal.  It  is  a  very 
large  ranch.  It  is  a  ranch  which  has  put  uuder  arms  at  a  time  two 
hundred  or  three  hundred  men.  They  do  not  plant  any  more  than  it 
takes  to  support  their  families.  Ton  cannot  buy  anything  from  them, 
but  I  should  consider  that  Las  Cnevas  can  mount  and  arm  at  any  time 
from  two  hundred  and  fifty  t6  four  hundred  men. 

Q.  Tbere  are  a  great  many  more  people  on  the  .Mexican  side  of  the 
river  than  on  our  side? — A.  Yes,  it  is  more  thickly  settled  on  the  other 
side.  Our  side  of  the  river  is  very  thinly  populat^l.  A  majority  of  the 
herds  that  have  been  driven  aiTOss  from  our  side  have  beeu  driven  to 
Las  Guevas.    That  is  the  best  landing  place  for  that  purpose. 

Q.  Were  you  in  Eluggold  Barracks  at  the  time  that  that  raid  was 
made  on  the  jail  ? — A.  I  was  there  shortly  afterward,  and  before  any  of 
the  prisoners  had  been  caught.  I  was  there,  and  was  also  over  in 
Gamargo.  That  was  the  time  I  alluded  to  when  General  Benavides 
asked  me  to  go  up  there. 

Q.  Did  our  troops  cross  over  after  that  raid  ? — A.  No.  I  saw  on  the 
other  side  Golonel  Price,  who  was  in  commaud  of  Ringgorld  Barracks. 
And  I  also  saw  Lieutenant  Hall  in  Gamargo.  He  was  commanding  the 
State  troops. 

Q.  What  was  the  spirit  of  the  Mexican  population  in  Gamargo  at  that 
time  ? — A.  The  people  there  were  frightened,  because  they  were  afraid 
of  the  Mexicans  going  over.  It  being  well  known  that  these  prisoners 
had  escaped  to  Gamargo,  the  people  were  very  much  frightened  lest 
there  should  bo  a  collision,  and  at  the  time  I  was  there,  which  was  in 
the  height  of  the  excitement^  all  the  mncheros  were  arming  and  flocking 
into  the  town.  They  certainly  expected  a  collision  with  the  United 
States  troops,  and  I  went  there  especially  to  allay  excitement,  being 
asked  by  General  Benavides  to  do  so,  and  to  urge  the  Mexican  author- 
ities to  capture  these  men  by  all  means  and  to  deliver  them  over  to  the 
Texas  authorities.    That  was  my  mission. 

Q.  You  think  that  General  Diaz  and  General  Benavides  were  entirely 
in  earnest  in  trying  to  have  these  men  delivered  up? — A.  I  am  per- 
fectly sure  of  it. 

Q.  But  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  do  so  ? — A.  It  was.  I  feel  per- 
fectly satisfied  that  if  all  these  men  could  have  been  got  they  would 
certainly  have  been  turned  over,  so  far  as  General  Diaz  and  General 
Benavides  were  concerned,  but  there  was  no  military  force  there  to  do  it. 
Q.  Has  the  central  government  really  any  i)ower  along  the  frontier  ?— 
A.  It  has  not  had  until  very  recently  on  account  of  the  dissen  ons  that 
have  been  going  on,  but  I  believe  that  at  present  the  central  government 
is  as  strong  as  any  government  that  has  been  in  Mexico  for  a  good  many 
years.  Even  Ganales  acknowledges  the  government  of  Diaz,  and  says 
that  he  is  willing  to  do  everything  that  he  can  for  it.    But  as  soon  as 
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General  Diaz  sends  troops  to  the  frontier  I  have  no  doubt  that  a  good^ 
deal  of  this  lawlessness  will  be  suppressed. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  known  a  time  when  the  central  government  of 
Mexico  could  suppress  those  raids! — A.  I  have  never  known  a  time 
since  I  have  been  there  that  there  have  been  sufficient  troops  to  do  it. 

Q.  Did  you  know  Colonel  Cristo  while  he  was  there ! — A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  Had  he  anything  to  do  with  those  raids  ! — A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Are  you  familiar  with  the  trade  and  commerce  of  Mexico! — A. 
No,  sir. 

Q.  Or  with  thd  manner  in  which  the  Zona  Libra  operates! — A.  It  is 
a  patent  fact  well  known  to  everybody  that  it  operates  very  injuriously 
to  American  commerce  in  various  ways.  In  the  first  place,  the  Zona 
Libra  being  established  on  the  river,  all  foreign  goods  pass  in  free  of 
duty  and  are  smuggleil  from  Mexico  into  the  United  States  in  consider- 
able quantities.  As  the  goods  are  imported  free  of  duty,  the  merchants 
there  import  goods  from  England  and  France  which  otherwise  would 
be  procured  in  the  Upited  States,  being  so  much  nearer  and  the  freights 
and  charges  being  so  much  less.  Were  it  not  for  the  Zona  Libra,  all  our 
towns  would  improve,  because  stocks  of  American  goods  would  be  kept 
there  and  sold  to  Mexico.  But  now  it  acts  the  other  way,  and  goods 
are  smuggled  from  the  Mexican  side  into  the  United  States,  so  that  it 
is  a  detriment  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  should  be 
abolished  if  possible.  I  am  conversant  with  trade  as  far  as  trade  goes, 
though  I  am  not  engaged  directly  in  trading  myself.  I  am  in  constant 
contact  with  merchants. 

Q.  Were  you  in  Matamoros  at  the  time  that  a  forced  loan  was  levied 
by  Eevueltas  ! — A.  I  was  in  Brownsville  and  Matamoros. 

Q.  What  American  merchants  had  to  pay  that  forced  loan  ! — A.  I 
understood  that  quite  a  number  of  them  had  to  do  so.  Mr.  Yturria, 
whose  store  was  in  the  lower  part  of  the  consulate  building,  had  to  pay 
it.  His  store  was  broken  into  and  the  goods  taken  out.  I  heard  of 
quite  a  number  of  similar  instances,  and  although  the  American  consul 
tried  to  stop  it  and  did  all  in  his  power  to  keep  the  Mexicans  from 
levying  this  forced  loan  upon  American  citizens,  his  efforts  were  of  no 
avail. 

Q.  Was  there  a  sufficient  military  force  on  this  side  of  the  river  to 
have  protected  Americans  on  the  other  side  I — A.  I  suppose  there  was ; 
but,  as  I  understood  it,  instead  of  protecting  Americans,  the  American 
officers  were  the  ones  who  did  the  American  people  the  most  harm, 
especially  the  commanding  officer  of  the  garrison  at  Fort  Brown.  It 
was  a  noted  fact  at  the  time.  In  fact,  I  am  cognizant  of  a  correspond- 
ence which  passed  between  the  American  consul  at  Matamoros  and  the 
commanding  officer  at  Fort  Brown  in  regard  to  the  matter.  I  saw  the 
letter  which  was  written  by  the  conAl,  and  I  saw  the  answer  to  it  from 
the  commanding  officer,  General  Thomas  E.  Devin.  The  letter  which 
was  written  by  the  American  consul  stated  that  he  had  been  informed 
that  General  Devin  had,  on  various  occasions  while  in  Matamoros,  ex- 
pressed himself  publicly,  in  a  bar-room  and  in  a  barber's  shop,  tiO  the 
effect  that  if  he  were  General  Bevueltas,  instead  of  levying  a  tax  of  3 
per  cent,  he  would  levy  a  tax  of  ten  per  cent.,  and  the  purport  of  his 
letter  was  to  ask  him  not  to  interfere  with  his  (the  consul's)  duties ;  and 
he  said  that,  if  General  Devin  desired,  he  would  give  him  the  names  of 
the  parties  who  had  made  complaint  to  him.  Bevueltas  had  said,  ^^  Here 
I  am  upheld  by  the  United  States  authorities,  and  I  am  right  in  what  I 
am  doing."    Of  course  that  worked  directly  against  our  citizens. 

Q.  Bevueltas  said  that  he  was  sustained  by  tli^  AASi!^x\^*^\i  ^\^^^^\.- 
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ties  f — A.  Yes ;  and  it  proved  that  he  was  sustained  when  these  asser- 
tions were  made  publicly. 

Q.  What  means  did  Bevueltas  take  to  enforce  the  payment  of  those 
forced  loans? — A.  He  simply  broke  into  the  stores  and  took  oat  the 
goods  by  force,  and  sold  them  to  his  officers  and  to  anybody  who  wanted 
to  buy  them.  Goods  were  sold  there  for  a  mere  song,  his  officers  prin- 
cipally being  the  purchasers. 

Q.  Were  not  some  who  refused  to  pay  the  forced  loan  set  to  work  on 
the  fortificationst — A.  That  was  at  a  previous  time.  At  the  same  time 
that  this  occurred,  aid  and  comfort  was  given  to  Revueltas  by  the  com- 
mander of  a  gun-boat  on  the  Kio  Grande,  Lieutenant  Johnson.  Oar 
officers  were  hand  and  glove  with  this  man  Bevueltas,  who,  in  my  opin- 
ion, is  the  worst  thief  and  the  greatest  coward  and  scoundrel  that  we 
ever  had  on  the  Bio  Grande,  and  he  stands  in  that  position  now  with 
the  Diaz  government.  There  never  has  been  a  bigger  ruffian  in  the 
command  of  the  Mexican  troops  on  the  river. 

Q.  What  was  that  former  occasion  that  you  speak  of  when  men  were 
put  on  the  fortifications? — A.  That  was  the  occasion  of  another  forced 
loan. 

Q.  Who  levied  that? — A.  That  was  levied  by  General  La  Barra  under 
the  Lerdo  government.  The  man  who  was  put  to  work  on  the  fortifica- 
tions was  an  American  citizen  by  the  name  of  Sustendal,  who  refua^ 
to  pay  the  amount  that  was  levied  on  him.  He  was  taken  and  set  to 
work  on  the  fortifications,  exposed  to  the  enemy's  fire.  He  was  a  man 
of  family,  a  very  respectable  man  of  good  standing.  I  understood  at 
the  time  that  he  was  released  through  the  exertious  made  ou  his  behalf 
by  the  American  consul. 

Q.  Both  of  those  occurrences  were  at  a  time  when  there  was  friendly 
diplomatic  intercourse  between  the  two  governments? — A.  Yes,  sir;  it 
was  under  the  Lerdo  government,  with  which  our  government  was  in 
full  accord,  so  much  so  that  all  possible  aid  and  comfort  were  given  to 
the  Mexicans  by  the  American  authorities  in  the  way  of  lending  them 
ammunition  to  defend  the  town  of  Matamoros. 

Q.  Does  the  opinion  which  you  have  expressed  of  Bevueltas  express 
his  general  reputation  ? — A.  That  is  his  general  reputation.  When  he 
was  leaving  Matamoros  he  did  not  dare  to  come  through  Brownsville, 
but  went  to  Fort  Brown,  where  General  Dovin  gave  him  an  escort  of 
an  officer  and  twelve  men  to  accompany  him  to  Point  Isabel. 

Q.  Was  General  Ord  there  at  any  time  during  these  occurrences  ? — A. 
He  was. 

Q.  What  position  did  he  take  in  regard  to  them  ? — A.  He  believed 
the  reports  that  were  made  to  him  by  General  Devin.  General  Ord 
himself  told  me  that  Bevueltas  was  a  wonderful  man,  having  been 
prejudiced  in  his  favor  by  Genertrt  Devin.  I  asked  General  Ord  in 
what  way  Bevueltas  was  a  wonderful  man,  and  he  spoke  of  his  having 
held  out  so  long  against  the  forces  outside.  It  was  this  same  Cortina 
who  was  outside  at  that  (ime.  I  said  to  General  Ord,  ^^  I  was  in  the 
Confederate  army,  and  you  were  in  the  Federal  army,  during  the  war. 
Do  you  suppose  that  you  or  I  could*  not  at  any  time  with  a  single  com- 
pany have  captured  that  town?"  He  said  yes.  General  Ord  visited 
Bevueltas.  He  was  only  there  two  days  when  he  went  right  across  the 
river  and  visited  him. 

By  Mr.  Forney  : 

Q.  What  did  General  Ord  do  when  the  citizens  called  upon  him  and 
desired  to  comrnxmioaAib  f^AtA  to  him  relative  to  Smith's  case  ?— A. 
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General  Ord  positively  refasod  to  receive  them  on  any  business  con- 
nected with  the  Smith  afifair,  but  stated  that  he  would  be  glad  to  see 
them  as  visitors. 

By  Mr.  SOHLEICHEB : 

Q.  What  citizens  were  they! — A.  They  were  the  principal  citizens  of 
the  town  of  Brownsville — Judge  Downey  and  quite  a  number  of  others. 

Q.  What  did  you  say  about  Bevueltas  not  venturing  to  pass  through 
Brownsville! — A.  An  American  gunboat  was  close  by  the  town  and  he 
went  in  the  launch  of  that  boat  over  to  Fort  Brown  and  stopped  with 
General  Devin  over  night.  The  next  morning,  instead  of  going  on  the 
train,  he  would  not  trust  himself  there,  but  General  Devin  gave  him  an 
escort  of  twelve  men  and  an  officer — Captain  Ghilson — to  conduct  him  to 
Point  Isabel  by  land  in  a  government  ambulance. 

Q.  Bevueltas  was  then  fleeing  from  Mexico? — A.  Yes,  he  was  a 
refugee  and  had  no  military  command. 


TESTIMONY  OF  MAJOR  WILLIAM  R.  PRICE. 

Washington,  D.  C,  January  26, 1878. 

Examination  of  Willam  Bedwood  Price,  major  of  the  United 
States  cavalry  now  stationed  at  Binggold  Barracks,  Texas. 

By  Mr.  Schleicher  : 

Question.  How  long  have  you  been  on  the  Texas  frontier? — Answer. 
I  have  been  in  Texas  since  May,  1876. 

Q.  Where  were  you  first  stationed? — A.  At  Fort  Clark.  I  assumed 
command  there. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  experience  of  raids  while  at  Fort  Clark  f — A. 
Yes,  sir;  I  had  the  experience  of  three  raids  during  the  time  I  was  in 
command  there.  The  first  was  about  July.  I  was  awakened  by  two 
men  very  early  in  the  morning,  who  informed  me  that  between  300  and 
400  hea(l  of  cattle  had  been  driven  across  the  river  just  above  the  town 
of  San  Felipe.  That  is  in  the  Indian  country  opposite  the  State  of  Co- 
ahuila;  but  this  was  not  an  Indian  raid,  it  was  a  Mexican  raid.  I  had 
but  50  men  under  me,  and  I  told  them  to  get  together  whatever  men  and 
guides  they  could  find  among  the  cattle-men,  and  that  I  would  be  at  the 
San  Felipe  Springs,  30  miles  ofif,  that  evening  with  my  force.  I  moved 
out  there,  and  the  next  morning  I  moved  12  or  18  miles  down  the  river 
in  order  to  assure  myself  of  the  fact  that  they  had  crossed  and  where 
they  had  crossed.  I  saw  where  there  had  been  a  chute  and  where  a 
large  drove  of  cattle  had  been  made  to  run  down  the  chute  to  the  bank 
of  the  river.  It  was  a  ravine,  and  the  banks  on  this  side  being  high,  the 
cattle  could  not  come  back  to  this  shore  and  had  to  swim  to  the  other 
shore.  We  could  see  the  dead  bodies  of  seven  cattle  which  had  been 
killed  by  the  hurried  manner  in  which  they  had  been  driven,  and  I  should 
judge  that  there  were  at  least  200  cattle  in  the  drove  from  the  tracks 
there  and  where  they  got  out  on  the  other  bank.  The  river  was  un- 
fordable  at  that  point,  and  I  moved  down  endeavoring  to  find  a  place 
to  cross.  I  crossed  some  six  miles  down  and  went  back  to  the  point 
where  the  cattle  had  been  crossed,  and  I  ascertained  that  there  had 
been  apparently  about  eleven  men  encamped  there  in  the  brush  for  a 
week  before  they  had  made  the  movement,  or  at  least  before  they  had 
got  all  the  cattle  which  they  intended  to  drive  into  Mexico.  The  cattle 
scattered  on  the  other  side,  and  as  we  pursued  xVie^  \>\:^\\^  '\\»\^\l<^>sj^  ^*^  \^ 
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different  directions  to  the  varioas  little  towns  down  tbe  river.  I  fol- 
lowed  the  main  portion  of  tbe  trail  some  60  miles,  and  then  it  got  thin, 
ner  and  the  cattle  got  mixed  with  other  herds  of  cattle,  so  that  I  recov- 
ered back  only  about  fifteen  head.    That  was  in  Mexico. 

Q.  How  far  were  you  in  Mexico  on  that  occasion  f — A.  I  suppose  that 
in  a  direct  line  I  was  in  50  miles. 

Q.  Did  you  discover  what  sort  of  people  they  were  who  were  driving 
the  cattle? — A.  I  was  satisfied  that  they  were  Mexicans,  not  Indians. 
The  tracks  in  the  sand  showed  that  they  wore  shoes,  not  moccasins. 
Tou  can  generally  tell  the  track  of  an  Indian  even  if  he  is  wearing 
shoes. 

Q.  Was  that  the  only  occurrence  of  the  kind  yon  have  knowledge 
off — A.  No ;  during  that  time  there  were  two  or  three  other  movements 
of  Indian  raiders.  Their  movements  were  of  a  different  character.  They 
crossed  up  about  Eickapoo  Springs,  and  they  usually  moved  downward. 
We  would  hear  of  them  clear  up  to  San  Antonio,  north  of  Uvalde  conn- 
ly,  and  at  the  head  of  the  Nueces.  They  would  go  in  by  the  wild  parts 
of  the  country  and  come  down.  Their  raids  were  nsaally  for  horses.  I 
followed  one  of  their  parties  myself  for  150  miles,  and  then  Ck)loneI 
Shatter,  who  was  above,  sent  couriers  to  me,  and  he  took  np  the  trail 
and  recaptured  a  large  portion  of  the  horses.  We  overtook,  I  suppose, 
4  or  5  horses  which  the  Indians  had  abandoned.  We  were  so  close  upon 
them  that  they  would  jump  from  one  horse  to  another,  and  when  they 
had  worn  the  saddle-blanket  it  was  still  wet  on  those  horses  which  they 
had  ridden  on. 

Q.  How  long  were  you  stationed  at  Fort  Clark  T — A,  From  May  un- 
til September,  1876. 

Q.  Those  raids  occurred  during  that  time  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  did  you  go  from  there  ? — A.  I  was  East  for  three  months, 
and  then  I  was  ordered  to  take  command  of  Kinggold  Barracks  on  the 
Lower  Bio  Grande.  I  came  away  for  30  days'  leave,  which  I  had  ex- 
tended, and  I  did  not  get  back  until  after  Colonel  Shafter  was  placed 
in  command. 

Q.  Binggold  Barracks  is  opposite  the  State  of  Tamaalipas  f — A.  Yes, 
sir;  opposite  the  town  of  Camargo. 

Q.  What  is  the  diff'erence  as  to  the  population  on  the  other  side  of 
the  river  opposite  Fore  Clark  and  opposite  Binggold  Barracks  f— A. 
There  is  a  very  dense  population  opposite  Binggold  Barracks,  and  oppo- 
site Fort  Clark  there  is  very  little  population.  Opposite  Fort  Clark  is 
the  Indian  frontier  of  Mexico.  Along  the  rivers  there  are  some  httle 
towns,  but  there  is  none  between  Newtown,  which  is  nearly  opposite 
Fort  Clark,  and  Presidio  del  Norte.  It  is  a  barren  country,  almost 
unoccupied. 

Q.  What  sort  of  a  population  is  there  in  Tamaulipas,  opposite  Bing- 
gold Barracks? — A.  That  country  is  very  much  more  thickly  settled. 
The  town  of  Camargo  is  op]K)site,  containing  probably  8,000  inhabitants; 
28  miles  north  of  that  is  the  town  of  Mier,  with  probably  10,000  inhabit- 
ants; 30  miles  further  up  the  river  is  the  town  of  Guerrero,  containing 
from  8,000  to  10,000  inhabitants.  There  are  ranches  and  little  places 
all  along  between  these  towns.  Down  the  river,  4  miles  below  Bing- 
gold Barracks,  is  the  town  of  Beynosa,  containing  I  shoald  think  aboat 
18,000. 

Q.  And  the  country  between  these  towns  is  pretty  well  settled,  is 
it? — A.  Yes,  sir;  all  along  on  both  sides  of  the  river  with  a  Mexican 
population. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  village  of  Las  CnevasT — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  that  \& 
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called  a  nest  of  cattle-tbieves.  The  people  there  have  been  heretofore 
almost  exclusively  engaged  in  that  business.  The  village  of  Las  Gaevas 
is  18  miles  below  Ringgold  Barracks. 

Q.  Please  state  what  yon  have  seen  of  raids  while  yon  were  at  Ring- 
gold Barracks. — ^A.  I  first  took  command  of  Ringgold  Barracks  in  June, 
1877.  I  had  been  on  other  duty,  and  I  arrived  there  in  June.  A  very 
short  time  after  that,  General  Escobedo  and  his. party  came  down  the 
river  from  above,  and  it  finally  culminated  in  my  asking  instructions  as 
to  what  action  1  should  take  in  regard  to  him  to  i>revent  the  violation 
of  our  neutrality  laws.  Just  as  I  was  satisfied  that  the  movement  was 
going  to  take  place,  I  made  the  arrest  of  General  Escobedo  and  some 
20  of  his  party. 

Q.  He  was  a  leader  of  the  Lerdistasf — A.  Yes,  sir;  he  was  placed 
under  bonds.  I  felt  that  in  order  to  have  any  hope  of  doing  any  good 
in  that  country,  I  should  endeavor  to  show  the  Mexicans  that  I  was 
ready  to  prevent  anything  being  done  to  their  detriment  on  our  side  of 
the  river,  and  to  hold  them  responsible  to  the  same  accountability  on 
their  side. 

Q.  Why  did  you  arrest  Escobedo  f — A.  Because  1  had  distinct  infor- 
mation that  he  was  going  to  cross  the  river  into  Mexico  the  next  day 
with  arms.  I  learned  that  the  arms  were  on  the  steamboat  which  was 
to  arrive  that  morning,  and  that  Escobedo's  movement  was  to  be  to 
take  the  town  of  Gamargo  the  next  day.  I  found  8  cases  of  Remington . 
arms  and  ammunition  on  the  boat,  and  the  horses  were  at  the  Rimolino 
ranch  above.  They  were  to  croes  over  and  to  pronounce  in  the  town  of 
Camargo.  These  officers  whom  I  arrested  were  all  officers  of  Escobedo's 
army,  and  had  been  original. officers  in  Lerdo's  army.  They  had  had  a 
horse-race  the  previous  Sunday,  within  sight  of  the  post,  at  which  there 
were  some  500  armed  Mexicans — five  times  as  many  men  as  I  had  my- 
self.    . 

By  Mr.  Forney  : 

Q.  On  which  side  of  the  river  was  the  horse-race  f — A.  On  this  side 
of  the  river,  within  half  a  mile  of  my  post. 

Q.  Where  did  you  arrest  Escobedo  t — A.  In  the  town  of  Rio  Grande 
City,  a  mile  above  the  post.  He  with  two  of  his  aids  was  at  the  house 
of  Mr.  Peter  Kelsey.  The  other  officers  were  about  halt*  a  mile  above 
the  town  in  a  sort  of  camp. 

Q.  The  boat  on  which  you  captured  the  arms,  was  it  a  Mexican  vessel? 
— A.  Yes,  sir;  I  did  not  take  possession  of  the  arms;  I  just  kept  watch 
where  they  went  to;  I  did  not  care  to  invade  any  individual  rights ;  the 
arms  were  not  consigned  to  anybody,  and  had  no  mark  on  them.  Ko- 
body  seemed  to  have  shipped  them,  and  there  was  nobody  to  receive 
them.  They  were  not  on  the  manifest  of  the  steamer's  freight.  They 
were  subsequently  taken  off  to  one  of  the  merchants  in  the  town  there.  I 
have  frequently  come  in  contact  with  the  military  commander  over 
there — Estrada,  the  commandant  of  that  line.  A  great  many  crimes 
have  been  committed  there.  On  one  occasion  an  ambulance  came  along 
with  a  Mexican,  and  he  and  his  son  and  diiver  were  killed.  He  was  an  old 
respectable  Mexican  living  near  Corpus  Ohristi.  Two  others  were  tied 
and  robbed.  One  of  those  who  were  tied  was  the  president  of  the  rail- 
road there.  I  heard  that  the  men  who  had  committed  these  crimes  had 
crossed  above  my  post,  and  had  gone  through  Mier.  That  was  one  of  the 
first  things  which  my  attention  was  called  to,  and  I  got  the  sheriff  of 
Starr  County  to  go  with  me  to  the  town  of  Mier  to  endeavor  to  enlist  the 
authorities  there  in  a  friendly  endeavor  to  get  these  men.  I  thoa^bit 
that  the  fact  that  this  old  gentleman,  Mr.  ¥Voma,\?\io^^&>8^^^^^^>sv% 
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a  Mexican,  who  was  respected  among  tbera  and  whose  brother  was  a 
collector  of  customs  in  the  town  of  Mier,  they  would  be  ready  to  aawst 
in  capturing  his  murderers.  I  went  over  there,  spent  the  day,  and  saw 
the  authorities  of  the  place.  They  made  some  professions  of  wanting  to 
do  it.  I  had  almost  positive  information  that  the  horses  which  bad 
been  taken  from  these  parties  at  the  time  of  the  murder  had  been 
sold  in  the  town  of  Saltillo.  But  I  could  get  the  authoritiea  to  take 
no  interest  whatever  in  the  matter.  I  had  taken  with  me  two  soldiers,  one 
of  whom  carried  his  pistol  in  his  hand.  He  came  to  me  in  a  short  time 
and  said  that  somebody  had  asked  him  to  give  up  his  pistol  and  that  he 
refused  to  do  so.  I  told  him  that  he  did  right  not  to  give  up  the  pistol, 
but  I  took  the  pistol  myself  and  handed  it  to  the  policeman  who  was 
with  him,  and  who  said  that  it  was  against  the  law  to  carry  ai^ms  in  the 
town ;  at  the  same  time  all  the  Mexicans  around  me  were  carrying  arms 
and  pistols,  and  no  effort  was  made  to  take  them  away.  After  I  bad 
gone,  I  learned  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  had  held  a  meeting  and 
had  notified  Flories  that  if  he  took  any  steps  in  the  matter  he  would 
lose  his  posrition  as  collector  of  customs,  and  so  there  never  was  anything 
done  to  know  who  the  murderers  were.  I  think  about  the  20th  of 
August  another  man  was  killed  just  above  the  town,  a  Mexican.  He 
was  killed  for  the  sum  of  $S.  He  was  cut  almost  in  two  with  a  large 
machete.  The  murderer  ran  down  to  the  ferry-boat  which  crosses  at  the 
town  of  Eio  Grande  Gity.  The  boat  was  just  leaving,  and  he  ran  into 
the  river  and  got  aboard  of  her,  and  went  to  the  town  of  Camargo.  I 
met  the  sheriff,  and  we  called  over  within  an  hour  after  the  man  had 
left.  We  found  where  he  had  had  his  hand  dressed  in  a  drug  store,  and 
we  learned  that  he  had  gone  to  the  town  of  Mier ;  we  then  went  to  the 
town  of  Mier,  but  failed  to  find  him.  We  learned  afterward  that  be 
had  been  taken  into  a  battalion  of  troops  there.  We  found  from  a  sar- 
geon  that  he  had  dressed  such  a  man.  The  mayor  made  some  appar- 
ent demonstrations  to  get  him.  He  said  that  he  had  surrounded  the 
house  where  he  was  supposed  to  be,  but  that  the  man  had  gone,  and  lie 
was  unable  to  find  him.    That  was  all  that  was  done  about  that. 

By  Mr.  Schleicher  : 

Q.  Did  yon  think  that  the  mayor  was  showing  a  sincere  effort  to  find 
the  man  ! — A.  I  did  not.  Two  or  three  days  before  the  raid  on  Rio 
Grande  City  jail,  I  had  a  letter  from  Colonel  Estrada,  sending  greetings 
with  the  mayor  of  the  town  of  Mier,  and  with  the  commanding  officer  of 
his  battalion  stationed  at  Mier,  and  stating  that  he  thought  there  were 
other  parties  of  Lerdistas  further  up  the  river  who  were  conspiring 
against  the  government,  and  calling  on  me  to  take  action  in  the  matter. 
I  replied  to  him  that  I  had  already  given  an  earnest  of  my  sincerity  in 
that  direction  by  the  arrest  of  Escobedo,  and  that  I  was  fully  aware  of 
what  my  duty  was;  that  if  at  any  time  he  should  send  me  guides  and 
men  who  could  identify  individuals  according  to  our  laws,  who  were 
conspiring  against  the  Mexican  Government,  and  would  furnish  sworn 
evidence  of  the  fact,  I  would  endeavor  to  arrest  them  according  to  onr 
laws  to  prevent  any  violation  of  neutrality.  I  also  called  upon  him  to 
endeavor  to  do  the  same  thing  on  his  side.  I  asked  these  men  to  remain 
all  night  at  my  post,  and  they  did  stay  until  about  ten  o'clock  and  left 
It  was  the  second  night  after  they  were  there  that  1  was  awakened  in 
the  night  by  the  announcement  that  the  jail  had  been  broken  into  and 
that  JSoah  Cox  had  been  shot,  together  with  the  jailer  and  other  parties. 
I  immediately  ordered  out  26  men.  I  ascertained  that  the  raidiug-party 
had  consisted  of  10  or  12  men^and  I  ordered  all  the  mounted  men  at  the 
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post  te  prepare  immediately  for  a  five  days'  scoat;  and  I  directed  one 
of  the  officers  to  send  roe  word  back  as  soon  as  they  coald  ascertain  the 
direction  in  which  the  parties  who  had  broken  into  the  jail  had  taken 
flight.  I  moved  np  there  at  dayli^i^ht.  I  thought  that  they  had  gone 
further  up  the  river  than  they  really  had  gone.  They  actually  crossed 
within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  the  town,  while  I  supposed  they  had  gone 
about  seven  miles  up.  It  took  a  long  while  to  find  out  exactly  through 
the  chaparral  there  where  they  had  crossed.  I  then  found  where  they 
had  carried  the  man  who  was  in  irons,  Segundo  Garcia.  He  was  one 
of  the  prisoners  who  was  taken  out  of  the  jail.  The  other  prisoner  was 
not  in  irons.  I  found  where  they  had  carried  Garcia  on  a  raw  hide  and 
laid  him  down,  also  where  they  had  removed  part  of  the  towel  which 
he  had  wrapped  around  the  shackles  to  prevent  their  hurting  him. 
That  was  right  on  the  peninsula — a  strip  of  land  which  runs  up  opposite 
Camargo  between  the  San  Juan  Biverand  the  Bio  Grande,  about  three 
miles  above  Binggold  Barracks.  These  people  went  right  into  Camargo 
and  were  seen  there  at  breakfast  the  next  morning.  Before  night  of  the 
same  day  I  had  the  names  of  all  who  were  engaged  in  it  except  one. 

Q.  How  many  were  there  altogether? — A.  I  think  there  were  nine 
known  and  one  unknown — ten ;  and  the  two  prisoners  who  escaped.  One 
of  them  was  Bafael  Garcia,  the  brother  of  Segundo,  another  Was  Pedro 
Bodrigo,  and  another  was  Obispo.  These  were  all  men  of  notoriously 
bad  character  in  that  section  of  the  country.  They  had  all  committed 
one  or  more  murders  or  depredations. 

Q.  Was  not  Segundo  Garcia  a  murderer? — A.  Yes,  sir;  he  boasted 
of  the  murder  of  seventeen  Americans. 

Q.  He  has  not  been  recaptured  since  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  as  soon  as  I  found 
that  they  had  crossed  the  river,  I  went  with  the  sheriff  to  the  town  of 
Oamargo.  From  the  other  side  of  the  river  they  could  see  that  I  had 
all  the  cavalry  out,  and  they  were  aware  of  what  had  occurred.  I  went 
down  to  the  ferry  in  an  ambulance  to  drive  up  to  the  town.  Evidently 
a  courier  had  gone  before  to  notify  them,  because  when  I  rode  in 
I  found  that  they  were  all  in  a  state  of  great  trepidation.  An  old  negro 
man  whom  we  met  informed  us  that  the  men  were  all  up  at  thecourthouse 
and  that  there  was  nobody  in  the  streets,  as  the  Yankees  were  crossing. 
I  rode  to  the  court-house  and  found  the  men  there.  They  were  all 
subservient  and  apparently  willing  to  do  everything,  so  far  as  words 
went,  but  nothing  in  the  way  of  action.  I  then  telegraphed  to  Escobedo, 
at  Mier,  28  miles  ofif,  stating  that  I  had  hoped  not  to  have  called  upon 
him  so  soon  to  redeem  his  pledge,  telling  him  what  had  occurred,  and 
calling  upon  him  earnestly  to  aid  me  in  the  arrest  of  the  breakers 
of  the  jail;  and  stating  that  if  I  failed  to  receive  his  support,  it  would 
be  my  duty  to  follow  and  endeavor  to  take  them  wherever  I  could  find 
them.  He  immediately  set  bis  troops  in  motion  and  sent  a  column  of 
30  cavalry  down,  which  arrived  in  the  following  night.  He  himself 
came  with  a  battalion  of  infantry  (about  250  m^n)  on  a  forced  march  to 
Gamargo,  killing  14  men  on  the  road,  who  died  from  exhaustion. 

Q.  What  was  the  object  of  his  march  ? — A.  His  object  was  to  prevent 
our  crossing. 

Q.  It  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  attempt  to  catch  the  criminals? — A. 
He  made  no  attempt  to  catch  them;  it  was  only  to  prevent  the  crossing 
of  American  troops.  He  came  over  to  see  me,  bringing  with  him  an  in- 
terpreter, an  intelligent  Cuban  named  Susino,  who  was  a  friend  of 
General  Canales.  We  talked  on  two  occasions  earnestly,  and  kindly 
and  friendly.  My  desire  and  anxiety  was  to  get  the  criminals  and  to 
avoid  any  trouble  or  liability  of  trouble  b^t^^'^^vi  Wife  V^^  ^^\\»\x\^%. 
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This  gentleman,  who  was  with  Escobedo,  called  me  aside  and  said^  ''He 
is  making  no  effort  whatever  to  get  these  men,  and  all  this  talk  here  is 
just  talk ;  he  has  done  nothing."  There  was  so  mnch  excitement  about 
this  thing  that  it  suddenly  became  an  international  qoestion.  and  I  was 
directed  nnder  no  circumstances  to  cross  the  river;  that  the  qnestion 
had  been  referred  to  Washington  and  was  in  higher  hands,  and  that  I 
was  to  leave  it  in  the  hands  of  the  extradition  agent.  I  then  with  the 
sheriff  (whose  mother  was  a  Mexican  (prepared  a  telegraph  to  Gover- 
nor Hubbard,  stating  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  Judge  Bnssell  was  ap 
pointed  extradition  commissioner  and  the  matter  was  placed  in  his  hands. 
One  of  the  parties,  named  Pablone,  was  arrested  in  the  towti  of  Camargo 
at  least  a  week  afterward,  under  distinct  orders  from  Canalesand  Trevino. 
It  was  said  that  they  tied  him  up  by  the  toes  until  he  was  made  to  confess 
who  all  the  parties  were,  and  the  authorities  could  have  got  the  whole 
of  them  at  any  time  during  those  seven  days  if  they  wanted  to.  They 
were  all  for  a  week  or  ten  days  within  a  radius  of  10  miles,  bat  when 
they  found  that  something  was  going  to  be  done  against  them,  some  of 
them  got  out.  Two  others  were  arrested  who,  apparently,  had  no  friends. 
One  of  them  represented  himself  as  an  Escobedo  man  coming  into  the 
interior.  He  was  arrested  on  our  side  for  bringing  stolen  property  into 
the  State;  he  was  followed  from  Mexico  by  a  citizen  who  claimed  the 
horse  he  was  riding.  The  horse  was  taken  from,  him  and  he  was  put  io 
jail,  and  is  now  in  the  penitentiary  for  stealing  praperty  in  Mexico  and 
bringing  it  into  the  State  of  Texas. 

Q.  Was  anybody  killed  or  wounded  at  the  time  of  that  jail-breaking  ?— 
A.  No ;  Noah  Oox  got  well,  and  I  do  not  know  whether  the  Mexican 
who  was  shot  died  or  not.  The  jailer  was  very  severely  shot  in  the  hip. 
Noah  Cox  was  sleeping  above  the  jail,  out  on  a  veranda ;  he  said  that 
the  prisoners  nsually  woke  up  pretty  early,  and  that  when  he  first  heard 
the  noise  he  thought  it  was  the  prisoners  waking  up.  He  then  stepped 
inside  and  found  that  it  was  an  unusual  noise.  He  then  looked  out  of 
the  window  and  saw  six  or  eight  men  apparently  moving  with  some 
object,  and  he  then  knew  that  something  was  wrong;  he  moved  back 
toward  his  bed  where  he  kept  his  pistol,  got  his  pistol  in  his  hand,  leaned 
over  the  balusters,  and  asked,  ^^  Quien  es f  "— ^ho  is  it  f  He  asked  a  man 
below,  probably  eight  feet  from  him,  *^  What  is  the  matter!"  The  man 
said,  ^^That  is  the  matter";  and  he  fired,  shooting  him  in  the  breast,  the 
ball  apparently  escaping  the  ribs. 

Q.  Who  is  Noah  Cox  f — A.  He  is  a  lawyer  there,  and  the  county -attor- 
ney.   He  is  one  of  the  principal  county  officers  of  Starr  County. 

Q.  At  that  time  was  not  the  order  in  force  to  cross  the  river  in  pur- 
suit of  raiders! — A.  No;  it  was  understood  then  to  be  in  abeyance. 
We  were  not  to  cross  where  there  were  Mexican  troops  on  the  other  side 
that  could  be  communicated  with. 

Q.  Were  there  Mexican  troops  on  the  other  side  ! — A.  Not  at  Camargo. 

Q.  Then  why  did  not  jthe  order  to  cross  apply  to  that  case  ! — A.  I 
suppose  it  did  apply  to  that  case,  but  from  Camargo  to  the  river  is  a 
dense  chaparral  through  which  the  road  runs.  I  had,  all  told,  100  men, 
and  the  Mexicans  could  have  got  together  in  that  chaparral  500  or  1,000 
men,  and  that  is  about  the  reason  that  I  would  not  cross. 

Q.  How  many  men  do  you  think  they  could  get  there  to  oppose  you  ! — A. 
I  think  they  could  get  five  hundred  men.  1  could  have  readily  got  into 
the  town  of  Camargo  at  any  time  within  those  twenty-four  or  forty-eight 
hours,  but  I  could  not  have  got  back.  I  would  have  had  to  come  aloug 
this  road.    1  had  one  hundred  men,  an  entirely  inadequate  force  for  such 
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a  place.    I  consider  Ringgold  Barracks  the  most  important  point  along 
the  whole  line  of  that  river. 

Q.  Did  yon  hear  anything  of  the  movements  of  the  Mexicans  just 
about  that  time? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  many  fighting  men  could  they  collect  at  one  timet — A.  I 
think  they  could  get  together  two  thousand  or  three  thousand  men  in 
forty-eight  hours. 

Q.  And  they  are  fighting  men  t — A.  They  are  all  men  of  the  border; 
all  men  who  have  arms. 

Q.  You  know  at  what  points  our  troops  have  crossed  the  river  in  pur- 
suit of  raiders.  Have  they  ever  crossed  except  where  there  is  hardly 
anybody  living  on  the  other  side  ? — A.  No,  sir;  hardly  ever.  1  know  of 
no  instance  where  they  have  crossed  where  there  were  settlements  on 
the  other  side. 

Q.  They  cross  in  the  Indian  country,  above  the  settlements! — A. 
Yes,  sir.  . 

Q.  You  say  that  you  could  not  have  gone  over  safely  with  your  force 
and  got  back  again  t — A.  Not  with  one  hundred  men. 

Q.  You  have  been  in  Mexico  repeatedly,  have  you  not  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 
I  have  been  in  Guerrero,  Mier,  and  Camargo.      .   ' 

Q.  In  all  your  dealings  with  the  local  authorities  of  Mexico,  has  there 
ever  been  a  single  case  where  you  thought  that  they  were  sincerely  try- 
ing to  prevent  those  raids  t — A.  No,  sir.  In  many  instances  they  made 
promises,  but  they  never  kept  them. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  think  that  their  promises  were  made  with  a  view  of 
being  kept! — A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Is  not  that  known  everywhere! — A.  Everywhere. 

Q.  It  is  a  matter  of  notoriety  along  the  whole  border  ! — A.  Gertainl3\ 
In  MatamoroA,  where  these  three  men  were  delivered  up,  the  crowd  fol- 
lowed down  to  the  river.  They  were  delivered  up  under  the  positive 
order  of  the  government  to  deliver  them.  Oanales  himself  came  over 
and  saw  Golonel  Haines,  the  collector  at  Brownsville,  and  told  him  to 
go  to  Judge  Bussell  and  tell  him  not  to  pursue  the  matter,  and  that  he, 
Oanales,  would  give  the  men  up.  He  said  that  he  should  not  be  forced 
to  do  it ;  that  he  had  the  order  to  do  it  and  would  obey  it,  so  far  as  the 
giving  these  men  up  was  concerned,  but  that  he  wanted  his  own  time  and 
method  of  doing  it.  And  so  in  about  a  week  he  did  deliver  these  three 
men  up. 

Q.  Three  out  of  twelve!— r A.  Yes.  As  they  were  taking  them  down 
to  the  wharf,  they  were  followed  by  a  great  populace  crying,  "  Up  with 
Gortina  and  down  with  Ganales.''  Ganales  imnjiediately  resigned  in 
order  to  retain  his  popularity.  It  was  just  a  fictitious  resignation,  but 
it  was  done  to  show  the  people  that  he  was  not  in  favor  of  delivering  up 
these  men,  and  in  order  to  throw  the  responsibility  of  delivering  them 
up  upon  Diaz.  Five  other  men  were  arrested  in  Mexico.  Tbey  had  com- 
mitted murders  in  Duvall  and  Hidalgo  counties.  Two  of  them  were 
arrested  in  Mier,  and  three,  I  think,  in  Beynosa.  They  were  brought 
down  to  Matamoros,  and  a  demand  was  made  upon  the  Mexican  author- 
ities for  their  extradition.  <Fhey  were  held  for  a  long  time  and  repeated 
requests  and  demands  were  made  for  them.  The  sheriff  was  sent  over 
to  identify  them,  but  he  was  not  permitted  to  see  them.  He  did,  how- 
ever, see  one  of  them  and  recognized  him.  The  men  were  not  turned 
over,  but  were  released  under  a  sort  of  bond,  but  it  was  a  straw  bpnd. 
•  Q.  Do  you  know  the  provisions  of  the  extradition  treaty! — A.  I  have 
never  been  able  to  get  a  copy  of  the  treaty,  but  I  know  the  main  features 
of  it. 
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Q.  Yoa  are  aware  that  it  applies  only  to  persons  resident  on  the 
American  side  of  the  river  who  are  fugitives  from  justice  ! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Gonseqaently  there  was  no  remedy  under  the  treaty  for  such  a 
case  as  the  Bio  Grande  City  raid  ? — A.  !No,  sir;  and  under  such  a  treaty 
^  I  do  not  see  how  any  one  is  safe  on  that  border. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  know  any  case  of  the  punishment  in  Mexico  of  a 
Mexican  citizen  for  a  crime  committed  in  Texas! — A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not. 

Q.  And  the  actual  result  is  the  absence  of  all  punishment  of  Mexican 
citizens  for  crimes  committed  in  Texas  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  that  the  first  time  you  went  to  Texas,  when  you  went  there 
in  1876T— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  had  no  interest  there! — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  No  friends  there! — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  were  an  entire  stranger! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  had  no  predilections  one  way  or  the  other! — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  have  come  to  these  conclusions  from  your  own  observa- 
tioii  there  ! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  what  manner  can  criminals  be  brought  to  justice  there! — A.  By 
force,  and  by  compelling  the  Mexican  authorities  to  do  their  duty. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  there  is  any  security  for  the  people  on  our 
border  in  any  measure  that  depends  upon  Mexican  co-operation  ! — A. 
None  whatever. 

Q.  We  have  to  depend  upon  ourselves  entirely  ! — A.  Entirely. 

Q.  What  is  your  opinion  about  the  power  exercised  by  the  Mexican 
central  government  on  that  border! — A.  I  think  it  is  so  slight  as  to  be 
.almost  nominal. 

Q.  Has  the  central  government  any  power  there  if  it  conflicts  with  the 
sentiments  of  the  people! — A.  I  think  not.  The  towns  of  Gamargo  and 
Mier  and  Guerrero  are  very  largely  made  up  of  men  who  are  engaged 
in  smuggling — passing  goods  across  the  line  into  Mexico  from  the 
Zona  Libra.  While  they  are  engaged  in  revolutions  and  troubles  at 
home,  they  do  not  give  us  so  much  trouble  on  this  side,  but  when  they 
are  not  so  engaged,  then  they  cross  on  this  side  to  steal  cattle  and  horses. 
All  the  merchants  who  are  doing  business  in  those  towns  are  to  some 
extent  dependent  upon  this  class  of  men  for  assistance  and  aid  in 
smuggling  their  goods.  The  whole  community  is  in  an  illegitimate  and 
improper  traffic  there,  and  in  that  manner  the  tone  of  the  country  is 
debauched.  Such  men  as  Segundo  Garcia — leaders  of  small  parties — 
are  brought  into  prominence  in  this  way^  The  greater  desperadoes 
they  are,  the  more  useful  they  are  to  the  merchants  in  getting  their 
goods  through,  so  that  you  can  hardly  get  up  any  sentiment  or  tone 
that  would  regard  them  as  criminals.  Either  stealing  of  cattle  or 
smuggling  is  considered  a  legitimate  and  proper  business. 

Q.  The  moral  tone  of  the  whole  population  of  Tamaulipas  is  of  that 
stamp,  is  it,  that  they  look  upon  cattle-stealing  and  smuggling  as  the 
regular  business  of  the  country! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  not  think  that  those  two  causes,  the  great  facilities  for 
smuggling  by  the  Zona  Libra,  and  the  practical  impunity  for  crime,  have 
been  instrumental  in  bringing  that  class  of  ^people  together  whom  we 
have  to  deal  with  on  that  border! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  it  is  a  very  numerous  population  ! — A.  Yes.  There  are  in  the 
town  of  Gamargo  two  or  three  families  whom  I  have  met,  who  seem  to 
speak  in  an  apparent  uader-tone,  and  to  say  that  they  are  in  the  hands 
of  thieves,  that  their  mayor  and  authorities  are  of  that  class  and  have 
been  elected  by  that  clans,  and  are  therefore  under  its  control ;  and  that 
they  probably  might  have  done  better  if  they  had  the  power  to  do  it. 
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Bat  they  have  no  control  whatever.    They  are  entirely  cowed  by  the 
others. 

By  Mr.  Forney  : 

Q.  How  many  troops  do  yon  think  necessary  to  prevent  these  raids 
from  the  mouth  of  the  Bio  Grande  np  to  El  Paso — I  mean  without  any 
assistance  on  the  other  side! — A.  I  think  that  with  a  different  disposi- 
tion of  the  force  that  is  now  there,  that  force  conld  stop  it. 

Q.  How  large  a  force  is  there  now  ? — A.  There  are  three  regiments  oi 
cavalry  and  abont  three  of  infantry. 

Q.  Suppose  thatthe  Mexican  Government  cooperates  with  us  earnestly, 
what  force  would  then  be  required  on  this  side  f — A.  I  cannot  conceive 
of  any  cooperation  on  the  part  of  Mexican  forces.  I  can  hardly  under- 
stand how  they  can  co-operate. 

Q.  Suppose  the  Mexican  forces  on  the  other  side  of  the  Bio  Grande 
would  unite  with  our  forces  on  this  side  in  preventing  raids,  how  many 
troops  would  it  be  necessary  for  this  government  to  have  on  the  Bio 
Grande  from  its  mouth  to  El  Pasot  Could  we  get  along  with  half  the 
force  that  we  have  now  got  th^ref — A.  Certainly  we  conld;  even  with 
less  than  half. 

Q.  Do  you  not  believe  that  if  this  government  would  recognize  the 
Mexican  Government,  the  Mexican  Government  then  would  more  readily 
unite  with  our  officers  on  this  side  in  preventing  those  raids! — A.  I  do 
not  believe  it  would.  I  think  there  would  be  just  as  many  raids.  I 
think  that  if  that  were  to  be  the  case,  the  government  should  show  its 
desire  of  doing  that  now,  before  it  is  recognized,  and  when  it  is  on  its 
good  behavior.  I  think  that  it  should  be  a  sine  qua  non  that  the  govern- 
ment should  do  so  before  it  is  recognized. 

By  Mr.  Sohleicher  : 

Q.  Have  you  paid  attention  to  the  trade  there  f— -A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  portion  of  the  trade  is  legitimate,  and  what  portion  is  done 
by  smuggling? — A.  None  of  it  is  properly  legitimate.  The  merchants 
get  custom-house  paper  in  Matamoros  at  a  great  shave.  That  is  called 
legitimate  business ;  but  the  pai>er  is  got  for,  I  think,  one-third  discount. 
Canales  gives  to  the  house  of  Belden  &  Co.  this  custom-house  paper,  at 
a  great  shave,  for  the  supplies  which  his  soldiers  use.  That  is  the 
legitimate  part  of  the  trade,  and  that  is  about  one- third.  The  rest  is 
altogether  smuggling. 

The  witness  presented  and  put  in  evidence  the  following  letter  and 
affidavits : 

Ringgold  Barracks,  Tex.,  January  4, 1878. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inolo^ie,  for  the  information  of  the  commanding  officer, 
sworn  statements  regarding  the  stealinj;  and  crossing  of  cattle  from  this  side  of  the 
river  into  Mexico  during  my  late  two  months'  toar  of  daty  at  Carrizo,  Zapata  Coanty, 
Tex.  1.  Affidavit,  marked  A,  made  by  Mr.  L.  L.  Hall,  gives  particulars  of  the 
crossing  of  fifty-seven  head  of  cattle.  I  wish  to  invite  attention  to  that  part  of  the 
affidavit  regarding  the  statement  of  the  alcalde.  The  inspector  of  hides  and  animals 
was  also  present  during  this  interview  and  is  willing  to  make  affidavit  to  the  foregoing 
statement.  2.  Statement,  marked  B,  filed  with  tnis  affidavit,  is  without  doubt  a 
forgery  made  for  the  inspection  of  Mexican  custom-house  officers.  3.  Affidavit, 
marked  C,  of  Mr.  J.  B.  Thatcher,  inspector  of  hides  and  animals,  states  facts  regard- 
ing the  capture  of  thirteen  head  of  cattle.  These  cattle,  as  well  as  the  horses  and 
equipments  of  the  escaped  Mexicans,  were  sold  at  auction  at  Carrizo,  Tex.  4.  Affi- 
davit, marked  D,  of  J.  B.  Thatcher,  inspector  of  hides  and  animals,  reports  cap- 
ture of  ten  head  and  the  crossing  of  twelve  or  fifteen  to  the  other  side.  The  captured 
cattle  were  sold  at  auction  at  Carrizo,  Tex.  These  affidavits  were  aU  made  at  my 
request,  and  contain  facts,  many  of  them  to  my  personal  knowledge.  On  inquiry,  I 
find  this  cattia-stealing  and  the  crossing  of  them,  of  four  herds  iu  o\i!^  ycl^\^\>\^v^  ^^ 
unusual  occurrence. 
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The  ranohmen  make  bofe  little  effort  to  regaia  their  oattle  af  ^er  crosaiag.  and  aay  it 
is  aseless  to  do  so.  Cattle  that  cost  from  twelve  to  fifteea  dollars  per  beai,  if  parohased 
of  aQ  honest  raaohman  on  this  side,  have  been  sold  for  one  dollar  and  twentj-five  eeou 
on  the  other  side,  said  cattle  bearing  Texas  brands  and  markii ;  other  oases  of  this 
kind  have  been  reported  to  me  by  men  I  consider  reliable. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

J.  MILTON  THOMPSON, 
Fint  Lieutenant  Twenty-fonrth  Infantry,  late  commanding  foroee  at  Carrizo,  Tez. 

To  the  Post- Adjutant, 

Ringgold  Barradke,  Tex, 


A. 
State  of  Texas,  County  of  Zapata: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  nndersigned  anthorlty,  L.  L.  Hall,  of  Santa  Boss 
ranch,  Cameron  Connty,  Texas,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  aod  says  that  on  tlie 
12th  of  December,  1877,  a  Mexican,  an  employ^  of  Mr.  F.  J.  Parker  (the  owner  of  Sants 
Rosa  ranch)  came  to  Santa  Rosa  and  said  that  there  were  unknown  parties  aboat 
four  miles  from  said  ranch :  that  said  parties  had  the  cattle  of  said  Parker  roanded 
up,  and  were  taking  such  ot  them  as  they  wished.  Immediately  after  I  aod  two  other 
hands  started  in  pursuit  of  said  parties.  We  followed  their  trail,  which  led  to  the  Eio 
Grande,  and  croesed  it  about  seven  miles  below  Carrizo,  Tex.,  near  the  Tipozan  raock 
Upon  reaching  the  river,  we  heard  that  they  had  crossed  and  gone  to  Guerrero,  Mex- 
ico, with  said  cattle.  Acting  on  this  information,  we  crossed  toe  river  and  prdbeeded 
to  Guerrero,  Mexico,  where  we  went  to  the  president  of  said  town,  Juan  de  Dioe 
Guitevovs,  who  sent  us  to  an  alcalde  named  Marcos  Martinez,  who  atated  to  us  thit 
the  oattle  we  were  after  were  there,  and  that  he  knew  that  they  were  stolen  property 
from  the  prices  at  which  they  were  being  sold,  and  also  stated  that  if  he  could  bare 
his  way  he  would  have  had  the  cattle  sold  and  the  money  deposited,  so  that  the  own* 
era  could  get  It  on  their  arrival.  Said  Marcos  Martinez  sent  for  the  inspector  of  cat- 
tle, who  came  there  and  brought  a  certificate,  said  to  have  been  given  by  a  deputy 
inspector  of  hides  and  animals  of  Starr  County,  Texas.  A  true  copy  of  said  certiticato 
is  lurnished  herewith.  The  alcalde  stated  that  he  could  do  nothing  in  the  matter, 
after  which  I  left,  and  was  leaving  the  town  when  I  was  sent  for  by  the  said  president, 
who  stated  that  he  had  found  the  man  who  had  brought  said  cattle  in.  The  next  day 
I  saw  him,  whose  name  is  Ramon  Losano,  who  stated  to  me  that  he  had  bought  laid 
oattle  at  the  Los  Alraos  ranch,  Nueces  County,  Texas,  of  Jo  Vaughn,  I^rnacio  Ramirez, 
and  others  that  he  did  not  know.  I  then  asked  him  how  much  ne  paid  them  for  said 
oattle.  He  stated  $10  a  head  ;  and  then  I  asked  him  how  he  could  pay  that  much  for 
them  and  sell  them  at  the  prices  he  was  selling  them  at;  that  a  man  had  informed  me 
that  he  had  purchased  one  three-year-old  cow  from  him  for  $1.)S5.  He  then  said  that 
he  had  bought  some  of  his  cattle  for  under  $7  a  head,  and  the  rest  of  them  for  under  |5 
a  head.  In  this  conversation  he  said  that  the  certificate  referred  to  was  a  true  aod  cor- 
rect cetificate.  I  then  asked  him  why  certain  cattle  that  he  had  were  not  described 
in  the  said  certificate,  to  which  ho  made  no  reply.  He  also  stated  that  said  certifi- 
cate was  given  on  the  12th  of  December,  187**. 

On  the  day  of  my  arrival  at  Guerrero,  Mexico,  I  was  taken  to  the  place  where 
said  cattle  were  said  to  have  been  disposed  of  and  saw  one  cow  which  I  recognized  by 
the  brand  and  mark  as  the  property  of  Mrs.  John  Rabb  of  Corpns  Christi,  Tex.,  and 
one  three  year  old  beef  which  I  recognized  by  the  brand  and  mark  as  the  property  of 
Benito  Garcia,  living  at  the  Recalito  ranch,  Hidalgo  County,  Texas ;  neither  of  these 
brands  or  marks  is  on  the  said  certificate.  I  asked  said  Ramon  Loaano  how  he  had 
those  two  head  who  were  not  recorded  on  said  certificate,  to  which  he  gave  me  no  an- 
swer. Said  Ramon  Losano  acknowledged  to  me  that  he  had  cotten  the  cattle  in  the 
Las  Olmas  ranch  on  the  12th  of  this  month.  It  will  be  seen  by  said  certiticates  tbst 
it  bears  date  of  December  12, 1877.  Las  Olmas  ranch  is  in  Nueoea  County,  Texas, 
and  the  certificate  is  purported  to  have  been  given  by  a  deputy  inspector  of  hides  and 
animals  of  Starr  Connty,  Texas,  which  he  had  no  right  to  give  for  cattle  from  a  coonty 
other  than  his  own.  It  is  a  notorious  fact  that  said  Jo  Vaughn  and  Ignacio  Ramirez 
own  no  cattle.  The  said  certificate  bears  ample  evidence  of  fraud  and  forgery  on  its 
face,  it  does  not  comply  with  the  plainest  requirements  of  the  law,  it  does  not  state 
from  whom  the  oattle  were  bought,  and  the  brands  and  marks  do  not  correspond  with 
the  cattle.  The  certificate  has  on  it  one  of  the  brands  and  marks  of  Captain  Richard 
King,  of  King's  ranch,  Nueces  Connty,  Texas.  Several  of  W.  W.  Wright,  of  Baoqaete, 
Nueces  County,  Texas,  one  of  Bluntzen  and  Lewis,  of  San  Patricio,  San  Pratricio  County, 
Texas.  No  one  in  Las  Olmas  ranch  or  its  vicinity  has  the  right  to  sell  any  cattle  of 
the  parties  Just  named,  and  t^is  is  conclusive  proof  to  my  mind  of  the  falsity  of  said 
certificate.  Furthermore,  I  was  informed  b}'  several  parties  in  Guerrero,  Mexico,  that 
this  herd  was  the  third  one  which  had  been  driven  there  from  Laa*  Olmas  nuicb, 
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Noeoes  Coanty,  Texas,  in  the  last  month  and  by  the  same  men,  and  that  said  herds  of 
cattle  were  sold  at  prioes  not  one-tenth  their  real  value. 

L.  L.  HALL. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  at  Carrizo,  Tex.,  Zapata  County,  this  22d  day 
of  December,  A.  D.  1877. 

In  testimony  I  have  hereunto  signed  my  name  and  affixed  the  seal  of  my  office  this 
22d  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1877. 

[8BAI.]  THEO.  8.  DIX. 

B. 

Thb  Statk  of  Texas,  Countt  of  Starr, 

Office  Inspector  of  Hides  and  AninmU. 

The  foUowing  cattle  were  inspected  in  accordance  with  law,  to  wit : 


3COWSy 

IBeef. 
3  Cows, 

ICow, 

1  Cow, 

IBeef, 

2Cow8^ 

ICow^ 

ICow, 

ICow, 

ICow, 

ICow, 

IBeef, 


T 
f 


1  Cow,  ^  ^ 

1  Cow^,  jTif 

2Be<  V-Pj^ 

1  Cow,  (-/^ 
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IBeef, 
tBeef, 
IBeei; 
ICow, 
IBeef, 
IBeef, 

ICow, 
ICow, 
1  Cow^ 

ICow, 
ICow, 


Dos  silloe  blMico6  que  dicen,  inspector  of  hides  and  animals,  Texas,  Coanty  Starr ; 
Ramon  Losano,  owner ;  Ramon  Losano,  helper,  person  in  charge. 

Permission  is  hereby  granted  to  Ramon  Losano  to  drive  said  to  Guerrero,  from  the 
county  of  Starr,  Texas. 

G.  W.  DAVIS,  InspecU^. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  affixed  my  hand  and  seal  of  office  at 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  28th  day  of  December,  1877,  at  Carrizo, 
Zapata'County,  Texas. 
In  testimony  whereof  I  hereunto  sign  my  name  and  affix  the  seal  of  my  office. 
[SEAL.]  THEO.  S.  DIX. 
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C. 
Statb  of  Texas,  Comuiy  of  Zapata : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  nndersigned  aathority,  I.  B.  Thatcher,  who,  afrer 
being  daly  sworn,  depoeei^  and  says,  that  on  December  23, 1877,  abont  4  p.  m.,  Unides 
Villereal,  his  deputy  inspector  of  hides  and  animals,  sent  a  boy  to  him  with  a  certifi- 
cate of  insi»ection,  statinir  that  he,  the  said  Yillereal,  was  holding  some  beeves  nntil  he 
(the  said  Thatcher)  ooald  get  there.  On  examining  the  said  certificate  I  saw  that  it 
was  false,  and  called  on  Theodore  S.  Dix,  county  judge,  at  Carriso,  Tex.,  for  assint- 
ance  to  go  and  seize  the  said  cattle.  He  gave  me  two  men,  T.  L.  Thomas  and  L.  L. 
Hall,  in  company  with  whom  I  proceeded  to  the  place  where  the  beeves  were.  On  the 
way  we  stopped  at  the  ranch  of  Jos^  M.  Villereal,  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Zapata, 
Texas,  when  the  said  sheriff  accompanied  ns  to  the  Tipoxan  ranch,  where  the  said 
beeves  were  supposed  to  be.  On  arriving  there  the  owner  of  the  ranch  stated  that 
they  were  not  there,  but  abont  two  miles  off.  The  said  sheriff  and  Hall  remained  at 
the  ranch  to  arrest  any  of  the  thieves  coming  there  ;  that  he,  accompanied  by  said 
deputy  and  Thomas,  proceeded  to  hunt  for  said  beeves,  which  we  found  abont  two  miles 
away  on  the  Texas  side  of  the  Rio  Gr«iinde,  which  were  in  charge  of  four  Mexicans,  two 
of  whom  were  residents  of  said  Tipozan  ranch.  The  said  two  fh>m  Tipozan  ranch 
told  him  that  they  were  there  watching  the  other  two  Mexicans,  so  that  they  could 
not  get  away  with  the  beeves,  and  which  he  knows  to  be  a  fftot,  as  they  sent  word  to 
his  deputy ;  that  he  asked  the  Mexican  in  charge,  Apollonio  de  la  Cardenas,  where  he 
had  gotten  the  beeves,  and  be  replied  that  he  had  bought  them  from  various  ranchmen 
in  the  vicinity  of  Lampasitos  ranch,  which  is  either  in  Cameron  or  Nneces  County, 
Texas;  that  on  asking  said  Cardenas  how  many  beeves  he  had  bought,  he  replied 
that  he  started  with  only  sixteen  head,  of  which  he  had  lost  three ;  that  said  Carde- 
nas's  certificate,  which  has  been  referred  to,  called  for  thirty-four  head,  which  certifi- 
cate was  purported  to  have  been  given  in  Starr  County,  Texas.  That  be  then  told  him 
(Cardenas)  that  he  would  drive  the  said  cattle  to  the  Tipozan  ranch  and  inspect  them. 
On  reaching  said  ranche  he  had  them  penned.  That  he  seized  the  cattle,  and  said 
sheriff  arrested  the  two  Mexicans  originally  in  charge  of  said  cattle,  who  Just  after- 
ward broke  and  ran  and  succeeded  in  making  their  escape,  though  fired  at  three  times — 
it  being  dark  at  the  time ;  that  the  next  morning  he  inspected  said  certificate  and 
found  it  to  be  false;  that  it  was  reported  to  him  that  one  Manuel  Resindas,  who  lives 
at  tSe  Las  Olmas  ranch,  Nneces  County,  Texas,  was  in  partnership  with  the  two 
Mexicans  arrested. 

J.  B.  THATCHER, 
Inspen'or  of  Hides  and  AnimaU,  Zapata  County ^  Texas, 

State  of  Texas,  County  of  Zapata : 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  at  my  office  in  Carrizo,  this  the  24th  day  of 
December,  A.  D.  1877. 
[SEAL.]  THEO.  S.  DIX. 


.     D. 

State  of  Texas,  County  of  Zapata : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned  authority,  J.  B.  Thatcher,  inspector 
of  hides  and  animals  for  the  above-named  county  and  State,  who  deposes  and  says  that 
on  the  27th  of  December,  1877,  he  was  abont  six  miles  below  Carrizo,  Tex.,  on  the  Rio 
Grande  River,  when  he  was  informed  by  a  Mexican,  named  Cosme  Marine,  that  he  had 
fonnd  ten  head  of  cattle  in  a  bend  of  the  river  on  the  Texas  side  near  by,  near  a  ford, 
and  that  said  cattle  were  muddy,  as  if  they  had  been  mired  np,  and  had  every  appear- 
ance of  belonging  to  a  large  drove;  that  upon  which  information  he  proceeded  to  the 
place  described ;  that  he  found  the  said  ten  head  of  cattle  which  have  the  appearance 
described;  that  he  had  the  said  cattle  driven  to  Carrizo,  Zapata  County,  Texas;  that 
most  of  them  had  Texas  brands  and  marks  on  them.  Deponent  further  deposes  and 
says,  that  just  after  finding  the  above-described  cattle  he  proceeded  down  said  river 
about  a  mile  below  the  place  where  said  cattle  were  found ;  that  he  was  standing  in  a 
ferry-boat  and  was  looking  up  the  river  toward  the  said  bend  and  saw  five  men  trying 
to  cross  cattle^from  twelve  to  fifteen  hf>ad;  that  from  there  he  went  to  ranch  near 
by,  owned  by  Francisco  Monte  Mayor;  that  said  Monte  Mayor  accompanied  him  to  the 
said  bend ;  that  when  tlie  said  five  men  were  about  half-way  across  the  river  (going 
toward  the  Mexican  side)  with  said  cattle,  that  he  ordered  them  to  return  to  the  Texas 
side,  which  they  failed  to  do,  whereupon  he  fired  a  number  shots  at  them,  which  shots 
they  returned ;  that  they  succeeded  in  getting  said  cattle  to  the  Mexican  side ;  that  be 
afterward  saw  them  pen  the  said  cattle. 

J.  B.  THATCHER, 
Inspector  of  Hides  and  Animals^  Zapata  CQl^td■^^X«sAA. 
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State  of  Tkxas,  County  of  Starr : 

Before  me,  the  nndenigned  authority,  persoaallj  came  and  appeared  Joliao  Garz», 
deputy  hide  and  animal  inspector  iu  and  for  the  county  of  Starr,  Texas,  who,  being  by 
me  first  duly  sworn,  on  his  oath  deposes  and  says : 

That  on  the  20th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1877,  affiant  inspected  for  Ramon  Lozano,  at 
the  ranch  Tiniga,  aforesaid  county  and  State,  the  following-described  homed  animaU, 
to  wit : 


One  Cow,  4  years  old,  branded, 
One  Cow,  4  years  old,  branded, 
One  Cow,  2  years  old,  branded, 
One  Cow,  5  years  old,  branded. 
One  Cow,  4  years  old,  branded, 
One  Cow,  3  y-  ars  old,  branded. 
One  Cow,  6  years  old,  branded, 
One  Cow,  2  years  old,  branded, 
One  Cow,  G  years  old,  branded. 
One  Cow,  4  years  old,  branded, 
One  Cow,  3  years  old,  branded. 
One  Cow,  7  years  old,  branded. 
One  Cow,  3  years  old,  branded. 
One  Cow,  4  years  old,  branded. 


Affiant  farther  swears  that  the  said  described  marks  and  brands  are  correct  and  true^ 
and  that  affiant  has  not  inspected  any  animals  of  any  kind  since  the  date  hereof  for 
Slid  Lozano.  Affiant  further  swears  that  he  only  inspected  fourteen  head  of  cows  for 
the  said  Ramon  Lozano. 

J.  DE  LA  GARZA, 
Deputy  Hide  and  Jniiual  /iwpecfor,  Starr  dmnty,  Texa$. 

Swcm  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  4th  day  of  January,  1878. . 

8AML.  J.  STEWART, 
Justice  of  <A4  "Beaot^  Precinct  No,  2,  Starr  County ,  Texas. 


R 
A 

^  JL.r» 
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TESTIMONY  OF  THOMAS  F.  WILSON. 

Washington,  D.  0.,  January  28, 1878. 

Examination  of  Mr.  Thomas  F.  Wilson,  United  States  cousal  at 
Matauoros. 

By  Mr.  Schleicher  : 

Qaestion.  How  long  have  you  been  United  States  consnl  at  Matamo- 
ros  f — Answer.  Since  the  early  part  of  June,  1870. 

Q.  State  what  in  your  opinion  is  the  efifect  of  the  Zona  Libra. — A.  The 
Zona  Libra  was  undoubtedly  established  for  the  purpose  of  attracting 
the  commerce  of  the  frontier  to  the  Mexican  side,  and  diverting  it  from 
the  Texas  side,  where  before  that  it  had  chiefly  been.  In  its  operations, 
it  allows  the  merchants  residing  in  Mexico  to  import  foreign  goods  into 
the  Zona  Libra  from  Europe  and  elsewhere,  without  the  payment  of  du- 
ties. This  Zona  Libra  is  a  belt  of  country  extending  along  the  Rio  Grande 
six  miles  ^or  two  leagues)  in  width  from  the  river  from  its  mouth  to  the 
upper  limit  of  the  State  of  Tamaupilas,  say  for  250  miles  on  the  fron- 
tier. The  merchants  import  their  foreign  goods  into  this  Zona  Libra  free 
of  duty  except  a  local  municipal  tax,  which  is  merely  nominal.  All  goods 
that  purport  to  be  consumed  within  the  Zona  Lil^ra  pay  no  duty  whatever 
except  this  municipal  tax.  In  the  city  of  Matamoros,  for  instance,  they 
allow  goods  at  the  custom-house  to  be  cleared  to  the  cities  of  Camargo 
or  Mier  within  the  Zona  Libra,  and  they  are  transported  within  that  line 
without  any  customs  supervision  at  all,  and  this  afifords  a  facility  to 
smuggle  goods  across  the  Bio  Grande  into  Texas. 

Q.  Is  smuggling  going  on  to  any  great  extent  there  f — A.  I  think 
there  is  not  as  much^smuggling  now  as  there  was  immediately  after  the 
close  of  the  late  war,  but  the  whole  intent  of  the  Zona  Libra  is  antago- 
nistic to  the  commerce  of  the  United  States. 

Q.  Is  it  not  common  that  goods  are  purchased  in  Matamoros,  and  de- 
livered by  what  is  known  as  the  pigeon  express  f — A.  Any  one  can  go  to 
Matamoros  and  purchase  goods  that  have  been  brought  into  the  Zona 
Libra  free  of  duty,  and  have  them  sent  over  the  river.  That  is  being 
done  constantly  without  the  payment  of  any  duty  on  either  side. 

Q.  You  have  had  opportunities  of  observing  the  character  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Tamaulipasf — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  had  some  opportunity  of  ob- 
serving the  character  of  the  pebple  all  along  the  frontier,  from  the 
mouth  of  the  Bio  Grande  to  the  Paso  del  Norte,  say  for  a  distance  of 
more  than  a  thousand  miles. 

Q.  In  your  opinion,  have  the  smuggling  features  there  been  instru- 
mental in  collecting  lawless  people  there? — A.  I  think  that  the  Zona 
Libra  has  attracted  a  large  number  of  people  who  follow  smuggling  from 
the  Zona  Libra  into  Mexico  and  into  the  United  States.  I  know  person- 
ally a  number  of  professional  smugglers  in  Matamoros,  who  have  consid- 
erable capital  invested  in  the  business  of  smuggling,  who  have  wagon- 
trains,  mules,  and  carts  necessary  to  successfully  carry  on  that  pursuit. 
A  good  deal  of  this  smuggling  of  course  is  into  the  interior  of  Mexico, 
but  it  is  immaterial  to  these  gentlemen  on  which  side  the  smuggling  is 
to  be  done. 

Q.  What  is  the  relative  position  of  the  local  authorities  of  Mexico 
and  of  the  central  government  f — A.  I  have  always  found  in  my  official 
intercourse  that  the  local  authorities  act  in  their  own  interest,  appar- 
ently regardless  of  any  subordination  which  they  should  have  to 
the  general  government.  I  have  gone  into  court  at  the  instance  of 
officials  from  Texas  and  elsewhere  to  assist  in  the  extradition  of 
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criminals — for  InstaDce,  in  the  case  of  Flories.  Flories  stood  ap  in  the 
coart  and  said, ''  Yes,  I  assisted  in  murdering  these  people  in  Texas,  bat 
I  am  a  citizen  of  Mexico,  and  what  are  you  going  to  do  about  it? 
You  cannot  extradite  me ;  I  am  a  Mexican  citizen."  There  was  no 
proof  whatever  that  he  was  a  Mexican  citizen,  and  I  took  the  ground 
with  the  court  that  if  this  man  claimed  that  privilege  ander  the  treaty 
he  must  establish  the  fact  in  order  to  avail  himself  of  it,  and  that  it 
was  not  incumbent  upon  us  to  show  that  he  was  noc  a  citizen  of  Mex- 
ico. The  judge  replied  to  me  that  it  was  all  very  well;  that  he  believed 
the  man  was  a  criminal  as  he  confessed  in  court,  also  that  he  had  no  con- 
fidence that  he  was  a  citizen  of  Mexico  so  as  to  exempt  him  from 
liability  to  extradition,  but  that  he  (the  judge)  was  powerless  to  extra- 
dite him  on  account  of  Cortina;  that  Cortina  protected  people  of  Mexican 
origin,  and  that  he  (the  judge)  was  powerless  to  exercise  any  authority 
as  a  judge  in  opposition  to  the  will  of  Cortina,  who  favored  that  class 
of  people.  I  then  referred  the  matter  to  Mr.  Foster,  the  United  States 
minister  to  Mexico,  with  this  confidential  statement  of  the  judge,  and  a 
telegram  came  from  the  Mexican  secretary  of  war  to  the  military  com- 
mander at  Matamoros  to  take  charge  of  the  prisoner  and  to  surrender 
him.  After  months  of  vexation,  and  after  it  was  found  that  Flories  was 
not  of  much  consequence,  they  did  surrender  him.  This  Flories  case 
occurred  about  two  years  ago,  but  I  will  give  you  a  more  recent  one. 
Early  hist  summer  the  authorities  of  Texas  traced  some  supposed  mur- 
derers to  the  town  of  Beynosa,  Mexico,  and  requested  me  to  ask  General 
Canales,  who  was  then  commander  of  the  Zona  Libra,  to  send  a  military 
force  from  Matamoros  to  Keynosa  to  assist  in  arresting  these  men,  as  the 
local  authorities  at  Eeynosa  would  not  act.  General  Canales  promptly 
handed  me  an  order  and  I  telegraphed  it  on  the  American  side  to  Mr. 
Scott,  the  Texas  ofiicer  at  Beynosa.  It  ordered  the  authorities  of  Bey- 
nosa  to  arrest  these  men.  Scott,  when  he  got  the  order,  found  that  it 
was  useless,  and  he  came  to  Matamoros  and  I  went  with  him  to  General 
Canales,  who  issued  an  order  for  a  detachment  of  troops  to  go  to  Bey- 
nosa  to  capture  these  men.  He  sent  the  cousin  of  one  of  the  men  who 
was  to  be  arrested  in  command  of  the  troops,  and  of  course  we  did  not 
get  them.  In  the  case  of  Hamilton,  the  defaulting  treasurer  of  Jersey 
City,  who  had  run  away  with  a  large  amount  of  money  and  bonds  be- 
longing to  the  city,  Cortina  protected  him  even  against  the  order  of  the 
Mexican  secretary  of  war  to  Colonel  Christo  to  take  Hamilton  and  sur- 
rei^der  him.  Hamilton  was  in  Cortina's  house  and  was  spirited  away  into 
the  interior  by  the  Cortina  people.  He  afterward  confessed  so  himself, 
when  he  surrendered  and  came  back  to  New  Jersey.  So  far  as  my  ex- 
perience in  Mexico  goes,  it  is  impossible  to  enforce  their  own  local  law, 
much  less  treaty  stipulations,  as  between  Mexicans  and  citizens  of  the 
United  States. 

Q.  Then  the  central  government  has  no  power  to  control  the  local 
feeling  ? — ^A.  I  have  on  two  or  three  occasions  made  strenuous  efforts  to 
have  that  power  exercised,  but  it  has  been  only  done  spasmodically. 
For  instance,  General  Bocha  and  General  Sebdllos  came  there  to  sup- 
press revolution.  Bocha  came  twice — once  in  1870,  and  once  in  1872. 
General  Escobedo  came  there  in  1875  at  the  head  of  a  splendid  force,  but 
that  was  to  enforce  the  power  of  the  federal  government  in  respect  to  its 
own  interests,  not  in  the  interest  of  general  order  or  of  the  execution  of 
local  law  or  treaty  stipulations.  It  was  in  the  interest  of  the  general 
government  itself  as  against  revolution.  These  are  the  only  instances 
that  I  know  where  the  general  government  has  attempted  to  enforce 
authority  on  the  frontier— the  revolutions  of  1870, 1872,  and  1875. 
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Q.  Is  it  castomary  there  to  consider  the  extradition  treaty  a  remedy 
in  all  cases  for  crime  committed  by  Mexicans  in  Texas  ! — A.  No,  sir. 
There  is  a  law  in  Texas  to  punish  persons  for'carryiog  stolen  property 
into  Texas,  bnt  I  do  not  know  of  any  reciprocal  law  of  the  kind  in  Mexico. 
I  never  heard  of  anybody  being  punished  in  Mexico  for  a  crime  com- 
mitted in  Texas. 

Q.  Under  the  extradition  treaty  the  Mexican  authorities  refuse  to 
deliver  up  any  but  Mexican  citizens! — A.  They  only  deliver  up  those 
whom  they  want  to  deliver.  It  is  a  matter  simply  of  local  caprice 
whether  they  will  surrender  anybody  or  not,  be  he  a  Mexican  or  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States.  The  extradition  treaty,  so  far  as  its  practical 
effect  is  concerned,  might  just  as  well  not  exist.  I  have  gone  into  court 
and  asked  for  its  enforcement  so  often  without  avail  that  I  have  almost 
ceased  to  do  so  any  more. 

Q.  State  whether  when  erime  is  committed  by  Mexican  citizens  on 
the  soil  of  Texas,  it  is  taken  any  cognizance  of  by  the  Mexican  courts. — 
A.  Not  at  all.  I  never  heard  of  it.  I  never  heard  of  the  punishment 
of  a  Mexican  or  any  criminal  in  Mexico  for  crime  committed  in  Texas. 

Bv  Mr.  Forney  : 

Q.  How  many  criminals  have  you  ever  heard  of  being  delivered  up? — 
A.  I  suppose  that  in  the  seven  or  eight  years  that  I  have  been  there 
there  have  probably  been  a  dozen  or  two  delivered  up.  Some  have 
been  delivered  up  regularly  and  some  irregularly.  It  is  owing  a  good 
deal  to  the  caprice  of  the  authorities.  If  they  want  something  they 
would  give  up  almost  anybody  asked  for,  and  if  they  didn't  want  any- 
thing they  would  not. 

Q.  Was  Flories  surrendered! — A.  Flories  was  surrendered.  We 
were  several  months  at  that.  They  brought  him  down  from  Guerrero 
and  had  him  in  the  Matamoros  jail.  The  charge  against  him  was  kill- 
ing a  family  in  Texas,  and  he  confessed  in  court  that  he  had  murdered 
them  at  night.  I  have  had  the  judges  repeatedly  tell  me  wheii  I  applied 
to  them  for  the  rendition  of  a  criminal  that  they  were  powerless,  that 
the  power  of  Cortina  or  some  other  local  chief  prohibited  them.  I  beard 
one  of  the  judges  say  that  his  life  would  not  be  secure  an  hour  after  he 
would  do  such  a  thing.  That  was  in  the  Hamilton  case.  He  requested 
me  to  regard  that  remark  as  unofficial. 

Q.  Were  you  there  during  the  Cortina  troubles  ! — A.  Yes.  General 
Cortina,  I  think,  returned  to  the  border  in  1870  or  1871. 

Q.  Be  was  the  principal  power  there! — A.  When  1  first  went  there 
the  country  was  in  a  state  of  revolution.  That  was  in  1870.  When  I 
reached  Matamoros  General  Pedro  Martinez  had  a  force  in  the  rear  of 
the  city,  outside  of  the  walls,  besieging  the  town.  1  found  that  the 
alcalde  (an  ex-secretary  of  war)  and  most  of  the  local  authorities  of  the 
city  had  been  implicated  in  the  revolution  of  Martinez  and  had  fled  the 
city.  That  was  the  time  when  General  Kocha  came  down  the  country 
from  the  interior  with  a  force.  Martinez  left  the  neighborhood  of  Mat- 
amoros and  went  toward  the  capital  of  the  State,  Victoria,  ^s  soon 
as  Eocha  came  into  the  town  he  sent  for  a  lot  of  merchants  and  held 
them  in  his  quarters,  to  force  them  to  pay  SLprestimo  of  five  or  six  thou- 
sand dollars  apiece.  One  of  them  was  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
named  Vizcaya,  and  there  were  quite  a  number  of  others  whom  I  do 
not  now  recall.  1  went  to  see  General  Bocba  on  the  subject,  in  behalf 
of  Vizcaya.  He  told  me  that  these  men  had  compromised  themselves 
to  lend  him  some  money  and  that  now  they  would  not  do  it,  and  that 
he  had  put  them  in  confinement  and  would  keei^  t\i'b\xi  \}KiKt^  xsa^nA  "vXikW^ 
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paid  it.  I  told  hiin  tbat  was  not  the  way  to  force  money  from  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States.  I  said  that  Vizaya  htid  mentioned  that  he, 
Bocha,  had  threatened  to  march  him  out  of  town  if  he  would  not  pay. 
Kocha  said  yes,  he  had  made  that  threat  and  was  going  to  execute  it. 
I  told  him  that  if  he  attempted  to  march  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States  out  of  the  city  and  expose  his  life  to  danger  (for  I  never  knew 
anybody  who  had  been  marched  out  ever  to  be  marched  back),  there 
would  probably  be  some  authority  to  march  both  him  and  the  pris- 
oner back  again.  He  said,  *' Suppose  I  take  him  in  my  carriage, 
that  will  not  endanger  his  life!''  I  said,  "I  cannot  consent  that 
any  citizen  of  the  United  States  shall  be  taken  away  from  the  city 
at  all.  If  he  has  committed  any  crime  here  for  which  you  have  a  right 
to  enforce  a  penalty,  it  has  been  done  within  the  jarisdiction  of  Mata- 
moros,  and  this  is  the  place  to  try  and  punish  him.''  1  said  that  1  did 
not  go  there  to  screen  anybody,  but  to  see  that  citizens  of  the  United 
States  had  their  rights.  Kocha,  after  my  interview  with  him  (it  wa« 
on  a  Sunday  evening),  went  to  his  headquarters  and  called  this  man 
Tizcaya  down  stairs  and  told  him  that  he  was  a  gachupiu  (meaning  a 
whitewashed  Spaniard),  that  he  was  a  naturalized  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  that  he  lived  in  Mexico  and  evaded  his  responsibility  to  both 
governments,  and  that  he  thought  he  would  take  him  out  into  the  back 
yard  and  shoot  him.  The  man  was  therein  his  power  at  night,  and  he 
was  frightened.  After  Kocha  had  plied  him  in  this  way  for  some  time, 
he  finally  said  to  him,  *^  I  will  tell  you  what  I  will  do;  if  you  withdraw 
your  claim  for  protection  from  the  United  States  consul  I  will  let  yon 
off,  or  else  I  will  shoot  you  now— just  whichever  you  like."  Vizcaya 
wrote  a  letter  withdrawing  his  claim  for  protection,  and  had  it  sent  to 
me  early  the  next  morning.  I  then  dropped  the  case  after  the  man  had 
withdrawn  his  claim  for  protection.  During  the  course  of  the  day,  aboat 
eleven  or  twelve  o'clock,  I  received  a  note  from  Vizcaya  asking  me  to  call 
again  at  headquarters.  I  went  to  see  him  and  he  told  me  that  Kocha 
had  agreed  to  let  him  off  provided  he  withdrew  this  claim  for  protection. 
I  said,  "Very  well,  it  is  a  matter  between  you  and  Kocha";  but,  said  he, 
"Kocha  will  not  doit  unless  you  say  you  will  not  forward  my  applica- 
tion." I  said  that  it  was  entirely  a  matter  for  himself,  and  in  the  course 
of  the  day  Kocha  let  him  off.  That  is  about  a  fair  sample  of  the  way 
we  get  along  in  Mexico. 

Q.  Have  many  complaints  of  American  residents  in  Mexico  come  to 
your  knowledge  in  regard  to  these  forced  loans? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Give  a  general  statement  of  what  they  are. — A.  I  will  state  the 
most  recent  ones.  The  general  government  is  always  short  of  funds, 
and  whenever  there  is  a  revolution  there  is  an  extraordinary  effort  made 
to  send  forces  to  the  point  where  the  revolution  is.  As  soon  as  they 
get  possession  of  a  place,  in  order  to  pay  the  troops  and  keep  them  from 
revolting  they  have  to  raise  funds,  and  they  cannot  do  so  from  the  gen- 
eral treasury  because  there  are  no  funds  there.  They,  therefore,  call  a 
meeting  of  the  foreign  merchants  (they  are  almost  invariably  foreign- 
ers ;  I^have  never  known  them  to  enforce  these  loans  on  their  own  citi- 
zens in  Matamoros),  and  tell  them  that  they  want  so  much  money — so 
much  from  this  one  and  so  much  from  that  one — two  or  three  or  ten 
thousand  dollars,  according  to  their  ability;  and  they  usually  keep  these 
merchants  confined  until  they  agree  upon  some  sort  of  a  basis  of  com- 
promise. Sometimes  the  merchants  pay  more  and  sometimes  less.  Some- 
times they  get  orders  on  the  custom-house  for  what  they  pay  at  the  rate 
,  of  $2  for  every  dollar  they  pay.  I  have  known  military  orders  given 
on  the  custom-Uovia^  for  advanced  duties  as  high  as  three  dollars  tor  one. 
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Sometimes  these  orders  are  recognized  by  the  general  government  and 
sometimes  they  are  repudiated,  and  the  merchant  loses  whatever  he  has 
inve8te<l  in  them.  One  of  the  strongest  cases  occarred  lately  when 
General  Diaz  was  outside  the  city  of  Matamoros.  It  was  in  the  latter 
part  of  March,  1876.  It  was  understood  in  the  city  that  Diaz  was  about 
to  come  in,  as  those  inside  had  betrayed  the  general  government.  Gen- 
eral La  Barra  was  in  command  of  the  city  at  the  time.  He  sent  out 
for,  I  think,  eleven  of  the  principal  merchants,  and  had  them  in  the  cus- 
tom-house. He  wanted  to  raise  from  them  $30,000.  Business  had  been 
very  bad,  and  they  claimed,  and  justly,  that  it^vas  very  difficult  to  raise 
that  much  money  at  all  in  the  town.  They  applied  to  me,  and  I  went  and 
saw  them,  and  I  had  an  interview  with  General  La  Barra.  I  told  La 
Barra  that  he  could  not  do  that  sort  of  thing;  that  it  would  not  be  per- 
mitted any  longer.  After  these  gentlemen  had  put  their  claim  for  pro- 
tection in  writing,  I  telegraphed  the  facts  to  Mr.  Fish,  and  asked  to  have 
the  gunboat  Rio  Bravo  sent-  there  to  assist  in  rescuing  the  prisoners. 
The  gunboat  was  promptly  sent.  It  came  there  the  next  day.  In  the 
mean  time  the  families  of  these  gentlemen  who  were  retained  in  head- 
quarters were  very  much  excited.  It  was  supposed  that  the  city  was 
going  to  be  captured  and  perhaps  sacked  that  night,  and  these  meil 
were  not  at  home  to  protect  their  families.  Their  families  were  con- 
stantly sending  messages  to  the  consulate  asking  me  to  relieve  them. 
I  went  to  General  La  Barra  and  told  him  the  situation  of  these 
people,  and  he  finally  agreed  to  allow  them  to  go  home  that  night, 
on  my  becoming  surety  that  they  would  return  at  ten  o'clock  the 
next  morning,  which  I  did.  It  was  seven  or  eight  o'clock  at  night  when 
they  were  released.  While  I  was  riding  with  an  adjutant  of  La 
Barra's  with  an  order  to  release  these  men  from  the  custom -house,  I 
heard  this  adjutant  boast  to  the  driver  of  the  carriage  that  he  had  just 
taken  Mr.  Snsteudal,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  from  his  house  and 
put  him  on  the  fortifications.  They  had  imposed  on  Mr.  Sustendal  a 
forced  loan  of  $300,  and  had  taken  him  from  his  house  and  put  him  on 
the  fortifications  in  the  most  exposed  position,  and  would  not  even  per- 
mit him  to  sit  dowip,  because  he  would  not  pay.  As  soon  as  I  got  to 
the  customhouse  and  these  other  gentlemen  released,  I  went  to  Mr. 
Sustendal's  residence  and  inquired  where  he  was.  His  wife  said  that 
a  squad  of  soldiers  had  been  there  an  hour  or  two  before,  that  she  had 
answered  to  the  alarm  at  the  door  herself,  that  they  had  asked  for  Mr. 
Sustendal  and  that  she  denied  his  being  in  the  house.  They  said  they 
knew  he  was  in  the  house  and  would  knock  down  the  door  if  she  would 
not  open  it.  She  said  that  Mr.  Sustendal  then  came  forward  and  they 
arrested  him  and  carried  him  off  and  that  she  did  not  know  what  they 
were  going  to  do  with  him.  She  was  very  much  excited  and  so  were 
the  children.  I  took  a  carriage  and  went  to  the  headquarters  of  Gen- 
eral La  Barra,  driving  almost  clear  around  the  fortifications  through 
the  camps  of  the  soldiers  to  reach  them.  I  found  General  La  Barra, 
and  waked  him  up.  I  told  him  that  this  thing  was  an  outrage,  and  that 
it  could  not  be  permitted  for  a  moment.  He  said  that  he  knew  nothing 
about  it,  and  sent  his  adjutant  with  me  to  find  where  Sustendal  was. 
He  did  not  know  nor  did  I  in  what  part  of  the  fortifications  (which  are 
two  miles  long  and  contained  five  or  six  forts)  he  was.  I  had  trav- 
ersed the  greater  part  of  the  line  before  I  found  where  La  Barra  was, 
and  then  I  went  through  the  rest  of  the  line  from  La  Barra's  head- 
quarters right  around  to  the  other  side.  His  adjutant  went  with  me  to 
Fort  Puerto  Verdas.  There  I  found  Mr.  Sustendal  on  the  oute^  ^*^\\3^- 
works.    It  was  then  about  one  or  two  o'cVoct  m  \Xi^  \siom\\i^»    V'^^.'^^^ 
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Sastendal  how  he  got  there,  and  he  told  me  that  he  had  been  sent  there 
by  the  order  of  General  Toledo,  who  was  the  second  in  command  under 
La  Barra.    I  then  applied  to  Colonel  Arroyo,  who  was  in  command  of 
'  that  fort,  to  know  how  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  had  got  into  that 
position.    He  f^aid  that  he  had  received  him  from  the  adjutant  of  Gen- 
eral Toledo,  with  orders  to  place  him  where  I  had  found  him.    It  was 
the  latter  part  of  March,  and  the  weather  was  cold  and  damp.    Mr.  Sas- 
tendal is  a  man  of  at  least  sixty  years  old,  and  one  of  the  most  peace- 
able, quiet,  orderly  men  that  I  know  of  in  Matamoros.    I  never  knew 
him  to  be  in  any  sort  of  litigation  or  trouble  of  any  kind.    He  is  a  French- 
man originally,  but  he  htul  resided  in  New  York  and  was  naturalized 
there.    He  has  resided  in  Matamoros  for  ten  or  twelve  years.    The  adja- 
tant  of  General  La  Barra  told  Colonel  Arroyo  that  La  Barra  had  sent 
for  the  prisoner.    La  Barra  had  said  to  me  that  he  did  not  know  whj 
General  Toledo  had  put  him  there,  but  that  he  would  take  me  as  seen- 
rity  for  him  to  appear  next  morning  at  the  custom-house  with  the  other 
prisoners  who  had.  been  released  in  the  early  part  of  the  evening,  to 
answer  for  whatever  it  was.    Next  morning  at  10  o'clock  these  men  met 
at  the  consulate ;  some  of  them  were  German,  some  were  Spanish,  and 
some  American  citizens.    The  German  consul  had  left  the  city,  with  his 
family,  and  was  on  the  other  side  of  the  river.    Before  going  away  he 
came  to  me  and  said  that  he  was  powerless,  that  he  had  no  sort  of  an- 
thority  there,  that  he  would  probably  get  into  some  sort  of  trouble  him- 
self if  he  remained,  and  he  asked  me  to  use  my  good  offices  for  the  Ger- 
man citizens.    As  the  Secretary  of  State  had  telegraphed  me  that  the 
foreign  ministers  in  Washington  had  applied  for  my  good  offices  on 
behalf  of  the  English  and  German  citizens  in  Matamoros,  I  of  course 
consented.    I  went  to  the  custom-house  with  Mr.  Sustendal  and  the 
others.    By  that  time  the  gunboat  Bio  Bravo  had  steamed  up  and  got 
to  our  side  of  the  river.    Commander  Johnson,  of  the  Rio  Bravo,  accom- 
panied me  to  the  custom-house,  and  we  demanded  the  immediate  release 
of  the  United  States  citizens  and  of  the  other  prisoners.    I^a  Barra,  ap- 
prehending that  we  were  going  to  enforce  the  demand,  released  them, 
but  that  is  all  the  satisfaction  Mr.  Sustendal  or  any  of  them  ever  got 
for  being  torn  from  their  families  and  restrained  of  their  liberty.    That 
^vas  in  March,  1876.    That  is  another  sample  of  the  way  we  are  treatad 
in  Mexico. 

In  a  day  or  two  La  Barra  was  driven  out  of  Matamoros.  Diaz  came 
in  over  the  fortifications  and  captured  the  town.  The  only  fort  that 
held  out  for  any  time  was  this  same  fort,  Puerto  Yerdas.  Diaz  came 
into  the  town,  and  after  remaining  there  some  two  or  three  weeks,  took 
a  considerable  quantity  of  arms,  cannon,  ammunition,  &c.,  and  went  into 
the  interior.  It  was  understood  that  the  Lerdo  government  was  send- 
ing down  General  Escobedo  to  recapture  the  place.  I  think  Diaz  came 
into  Matamoros  on  the  2d  of  April,  and  his  forces  remained  in  Mata- 
moros until  the  night  of  the  17ih  of  May,  when  General  Gonzales  sent 
a  note  to  me  that  he  was  going  to  evacuate  the  town,  and  that  if  we  for- 
eigners had  any  way  of  maintaining  order  and  protecting  ourselves  he 
"would  leave  the  city  in  ourhauds;  that  is,  he  virtually  abandoned  the  town. 
If  the  foreigners  wanted  to  protect  themselves  from  being  robbed  and 
plundered,  they  should  do  so.  He  seized  all  the  carts  and  horses,  and 
even  captured  the  watchmen  and  police  and  everybody  that  he  could 
in  the  city,  and  carried  them  off  with  him,  and  we  were  very  apprehen- 
sive that  he  was  going  to  carry  off  some  of  the  foreigners,  but  he  did  not. 
At  daylight  he  sent  me  word  again  that  he  wa^  ready  to  leave. 
During  thQ  moiuvug  I  had  a  conference  with  Commander  Johnson,  of 
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the  gaaboat,  and  he  sent  some  sailors  to  patrol  the  city  for  me,  and 
placed  them  at  my  disposal  to  maintain  order,  and  I  held  the  city  for 
two  days,  antil  General  Escobedo  came  in.  What  bronght  about  this 
idea  of  taming  over  the  city  to  me  was  this :  One  of  General  Gonzalez's 
lieatenants,  I  think  an  aid,  had  gone  to  a  lamber-yard  and  was  Carrying 
off  a  lot  of  lumber  to  be  used  in  the  fortifications,  making  ways  for  can- 
non, &c.  A  citizen  of  the  United  States,  living  in  Texas,  named  Mansur, 
came  to  me  and  claimed  that  the  lumber  belonged  to  him,  although  it 
was  in  the  possession  of  his  brother-in-law.  I  went  to  the  lumber-yard 
to  see  for  myself  what  was  being  done,  and  I  there  found  this  lieutenant 
plundering  the  yard  and  had  some  soldiers  and  carts  there  to  carry  off 
the  lumber.  1  asked  him  by  what  authority  he  was  acting,  and  he  said 
by  the  authority  of  General  Gonzalez.  I  asked  him  if  he  knew  that  it 
was  American  property.  He  said  he  did  not,  and  that  he  did  not  care. 
I  asked  him  if  he  knew  who  I  was,  and  he  said  he  did  not  care  who  I 
was.  I  said  to  him  that  he  must  show  some  authority  for  what  he  was 
doing,  as  I  did  not  know  who  he  was,  as  he  was  in  citizen's  clothes.  He 
said  he  thought  it  would  be  a  first-rate  thing  if  they  would  pick  up  the 
German  and  the  United  States  consuls  and  take  them  out  and  shoot 
them  ;  that  it  would  save  a  great  deal  of  trouble. 

I  went  then  to  General  Gonzalez,  and  told  him  what  this  man  had 
said.  Gonzalez  immediately  countermanded  the  order  to  take  the  lum- 
ber. I  told  him  that  American  citizens  had  come  there  under  treaty 
stipulations,  with  a  guarantee  for  life  and  property,  and  that  1  wanted  to 
know  if  he  could  assure  us  that  we  would  receive  the  guarantees  to 
which  we  were  entitled.  I  said  that  it  was  not  the  proper  thing  for 
his  own  stafif-officers  to  talk  about  taking  consuls  out  and  shooting 
them.  He  disclaimed  the  act  of  the  lieutenant,  and  said  that  so  far  as 
the  Diaz  government  was  concerned  it  intended  to  give  foreigners  all  the 
rights  that  they  were  entitled  to.  The  German  consul  who  had  returned 
had  some  trouble  in  the  morning  in  regard  to  one  of  his  subjects.  I  asked 
him  to  go  to  Gonzalez  with  me,  but  he  would  not  do  it,  as  he  said  he  had 
no  way  of  enforcing  any  of  his  demands;  but  Commander  Johnson,  of 
the  gunboat  Bio  Bravo,  went  with  me  on  this  occasion.  Gonzalez  said 
that  we  should  have  every  guarantee,  and  that  he  should  correct  these 
abuses.  I  said  to  bim,  <^  In  case  of  any  insurrection  or  disturbance,  if  be 
could  qot  give  us  proper  protection,  would  he  let  me  know  I "  He  said 
that  he  would,  and  that  is  why  he  gave  me  notice  when  he  was  going 
away;  that  he  was  done  with  the  place,  and  that  I  must  use  whatever 
force  was  at  my  disposal  and  maintain  order.  General  Escobedo  came 
in  two  days  after  and  put  General  Eevueltas  in  command  of  the  city, 
and  issued  a  proclamation  making  General  Kevueltas  military  af)d  civil 
governor  of  the  Zona  Libra.  At  that  time  General  Canales,  who  was 
the  governor  of  the  State  of  Tamaulipas,  and  all  the  local  authorities  of 
the  State,  so  far  as  I  know,  were  sympathizing  with  or  aiding  Diaz,  and 
therefore  the  State  authority  was  almost  abolished,  and  General  Kevu- 
eltas was  appointed  military  and  civil  governor  of  the  Zona  Libra,  which 
is  within  the  State  of  Tamaulipas. 

By  Mr.  Williams: 

Q.  State  how  far  you  understand  that  you  can  go  as  United  States 
consul,  under  our  treaties  with  Mexico,  in  protecting  our  citizens  there 
from^personal  violence  or  forced  loans  or  things  of  that  kind. — A.  The 
treaty  of  1831  says  that  the  property  of  citizens  of  the  United  States 
shall  not  be  taken  without  compensation,  nor  shall  citizens  of  the  United 
States  be  compelled  to  serve  in  the  Mexican  atrnV^^^viw  ^'^  'vXx^x^  ^?^sx\\«k 
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or  merchandise  be  embargoed  for  military  purposes.  It  was  on  that 
grouud  that  I  claimed  they  could  not  carry  olf  this  lumber. 

Q.  And,  practically,  what  would  you  do  in  cases  of  that  kind  f — A. 
Whenever  a  complaint  is  made  that  the  rights  of  American  citizens  were 
interfered  with,  I  always  asked  that  the  complaint  be  reduced  to  writing, 
if  it  was  a  case  which  allowed  of  any  delay,  I  would  transmit  a  copy 
of  the  complaint  to  the  Mexican  authority,  whether  military  or  civil, 
and  asked  for  an  investigation  of  the  matter.  1  usually  wind  up  the 
letter  by  saying  that  if  the  facts  were  found  as  stated,  they  would  doubt- 
less give  prompt  redress.  In  a  case  of  emergency,  I  go  personally  to 
the  authorities.  There  are  no  specific  instructions  on  the  subject. 
Things  are  so  irregular  in  Mexico  that  you  have  to  make  every  case 
stand  on  its  own  merits. 

Q.  Supposing  that  in  these  cases  which  you  have  mentioned  they  bad 
refused  relief! — A.  When  La  Barry  refused  to  release  the  persons  he 
held,  1  telegraphed  to  the  Secretary  of  State.  I  always  keep  the  depart- 
ment advised  of  what  is  going  on,  and  in  cases  of  emergency  I  always 
telegraph  it. 

By  Mr.  Schleicher  : 

Q.  Would  you  not  call  on  the  military  force  of  the  United  States  if 
there  was  one  near? — A.  I  have  no  authority  to  do  that. 

By  Mr.  Williams  : 

Q.  Would  you  regard  yourself  as  having  power  in  extreme  cases  to 
use  military  force  f — A.  I  have  not  such  power. 

•  Q.  Has  our  government  power  to  direct  it  f — A.  I  think  it  has  by  the 
act  of  Congress,  Revised  Statutes,  section  2001,  which  reads  as  follows: 

Sec.  200L  Whenever  it  is  made  known  to  the  President  that  any  citizen  of  the 
United  States  has  been  unjastly  deprived  of  his  liberty  by  or  nnder  the  authority  of 
any  foreign  government,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President  forthwith  to  demaud  of 
that  government  the  reasons  of  Buch  imprisonment :  and  if  it  appears  to  be  wrongful 
and  in  violation  of  the  rights  of  American  citizenship,  the  President  shall  forthwith 
demand  the  release  of  such  citizen  ;  and  if  the  release  so  demanded  is  unreasonably 
delayed  or  refused,  the  President  shall  use  such  means,  not  amounting  to  B^ta  of  war, 
as  he  may  think  necessary  and  proper  to  obtain  or  effectuate  the  release.  And  all  the 
facts  and  proceedings  relative  thereto  shall,  as  soon  as  practicable,  be  commanicated 
by  the  President  to  Congress. 

Q.  Then  you  understand  that  in  cases  of  this  kind  our  government 
would  be  justified  in  using  military  force,  if  necessary,  to  protect  its  citi- 
zens?— A.  Yes ;  that  is  my  idea  of  it. 

By  Mr.  Schleicher  : 

Q.  Was  there  not  a  forced  loan  under  Revueltas? — A.  General  Revu- 
eltas  was  a  very  arbitrary,  tyrannical  officer.  For  instance,  in  July  1876, 
he  sent  out  and  arrested  four  or  five  prominent  Mexican  citizens  of  Mata- 
moros.  They  were  tak)n  from  their  homes  and  carried  to  a  common 
jail,  and  the  next  morning  there  was  an  order  that  Mr.  Yturria  was  to 
pay  $5,000,  Mr.  Solice  was  to  pay  $5,000,  Mr.  Langoria  was  to  pay  $10,000 
or  $15,000 — I  think  $15,000 — and  that  Mr.  Antonio  Canales  (the  brother 
of  the  governor)  was  to  pay  $5,000;  and  that  if  they  did  not  pay  it  he 
would  shoot  them  by  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  Some  of  the  friends 
of  these  people  came  to  me  about  it,  especially  the  friends  of  Yturria, 
Tvhose  brother  was  a  naturalized  citizen  of  the  United  States,  living  in 
Brownsville.  I  went  to  see  Oeneral  Kevueltas  about  it.  They  supposed 
that  I  had  more  or  less  iufiuence  with  him.  I  said  to  him  substantially 
about  this :  That  he  was  an  officer  of  the  I^erdo  government ;  that,  so  far 
as  I  knew,  the  United  States  Government  recognized  the  Lerdo  govern 
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meDt  as  the  legitimate  government  of  Mexico,  and  had  thrown  its  moral 
influence  on  the  side  of  sastaining  President  Lerdo,  and  that  I  did  not 
think  the  United  States  'Government  desired  to  lend  their  moral  influ- 
ence to  an  officer  or  a  government  that  wonld  send  oat  for  its  own  citi- 
zens and  perhaps  murder  them,  if  they  did  not  submit  to  being  robbed 
in  that  way.  I  said  that  I  was  satisfied  our  government  did  not  want 
to  lend  its  moral  influence  in  that  way,  and  that  while  I  had  been  assist- 
ing or  sustaining  him  against  revolutionists,  I  would  no  longer  aid  or 
assist  him  after  such  an  act.  I  said  that  I  protested  against  it  in  the 
name  of  civilization ;  that  it  was  wrong,  and  that  it  was  barbarous. 
The  answer  which  I  got  through  the  deputy  collector,  Mr.  Chevero,  who 
acted  as  interpreter,  was  about  this:  That  if  I  insisted  on  that  protest 
it  wonld  injure  the  prisoners,  and  that  they^would  doubtless  be  shot; 
that  Bevueltas  was  a  very  arbitrary  man,  and  said  he,  ^'You  people 
protested  in  the  name  of  civilization  against  the  shooting  of  Maximil- 
ian, and  we  shot  him.  We  do  not  care  for  such  protests."  That  is  the 
answer  I  got.  I  then  said  that,  so  far  as  T  was  concerned,  I  would  cease 
to  hold  any  personal  intercourse  with  officers  that  would  act  that  way: 
that  whatever  official  intercourse  I  had  to  hold  with  them  I  would 
of  course  hold,  but  that  from  that  time  on  1  ceased  to  hold  any 
personal  relations  with  Kr.  Revueltas  other  than  my  official  duties  re- 
quired. I  had  exerted  myself  in  getting  powder  and  ammunition  from 
our  authorities  to  sustain  the  city  against  the  outsiders,  and  bad  inter- 
ested myself  in  every  way  in  giving  the  officers  of  the  Lerdo  govern- 
ment some  support.  I  had  held  the  town  for  them  when  the  others  had 
gone,  and  1  thought  I  was  entitled  to  some  consideration  in  a  request  oi 
that  kind.  These  gentlemen  had  all  to  pay  their  loans  before  they  could 
get  out.  Some  of  them  compromised  for  less,  and  gathered  up  what 
they  could  and  paid  it.    That  was  in  July,  1876. 

Q.  Did  they  interfere  with  any  Americans? — A.  Not  at  that  time. 

Q.  At  what  time  did  they  f — A.  In  Decemjber,  1876,  General  Revuel- 
tas issued  a  proclamation  imposing  an  extraordinary  tax  for  military 
purposes.  Gortina's  army  was  then  outside  of  Matamoras,  in  the  Diaz 
interest.  We  had  no  communication  whatever  with  the  country,  and 
the  only  means  of  getting  provisions  was  across  the  river,  by  the  ferry 
fro^i  Brownsville.  Bevueltas  issued  a  proclamation  levying  a  tax  of 
three  per  cent,  on  all  property  within  the  Zona  libra.  About  thirty-five 
foreigners,  principally  citizens  of  the  United  States,  came  to  the  con- 
sulate and  signed  a  protest  against  it,  on  the  ground  that  the  treaty 
exempted  them  from  paying  any  other  tax  or  contribution  than  that 
which  was  paid  by  the  citizens  of  the  State  in  which  they  resided.  I 
then  went  to  General  Revueltas  about  it.  Revueltas  said  that  he  had 
the  power  as  a  military  commander  to  levy  and  enforce  that  tax,  and 
that  he  was  going  to  do  it.  I  said  to  him,  ^'General,  if  you  levy  this 
tax  and  exhaust  it  in  maintaining  your  army,  you  may  lev^y  another  tax 
tofuorrow,  and  so  on."  Said  he,  **I  claim  that  I  have  the  power  to  levy 
taxes  to  the  amount  of  100  per  cent."  1  then  telegraphed  the  situation 
to  the  Secretary  of  State  at  Washington,  and  asked  that  Commander 
Johnson,  of  the  gunboat  Rio  Bravo,  be  instructed  to  enforce  our  rights 
there.  I  also  asked  the  commander  of  the  gunboat,  which  was  still  lying 
there,  in  case  Revueltas  insisted  on  forcing  this  tax,  to  close  the  ferry 
between  Brownsville  and  Matamoras,  because  if  the  ferry  was  closed 
Revueltas  could  not  sustain  himself  a  day,  as  there  was  no  other  way 
for  him  to  get  food  or  provisions  for  his  men  or  horses.*  All  supplies 
had  to  come  from  Brownsville.  The  commander  of  the  gunboat,  how- 
ever, did  not  feel  like  doing  this,  and  the  tax  ww^  ^w^q\^^« 
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The  merchants  asked  ipe  what  they  shoald  do.  I  told  tbem  to  resist 
the  payment  of  the  tax  as  long  as  they  coald^  and  that  I  thonght  by 
resisting  it  in  all  the  qaiet  ways  they  coald  they  would  make  it  so  odious 
that  Revaeltas  would  not  proceed  with  it.  They  took  my  ad^ce,  and 
they  allowed  their  stores  to  be  broken  in,  and  their  goods  carried  oft 
and  sold  at  auction ;  put  Bevueltas  made  so  little  out  of  these  sales,  and 
the  money  came  in  so  slowly,  and  he  found  himself  so  obnoxious  on 
accouDt  of  the  enforcement  of  this  tax  that  he  afterward  sent  a  note  tx> 
me  asking  me  to  meet  him  at  Mr.  Ghevero's,  the  deputy  collector's,  and 
hold  an  interview  with  him.  I  went  there  one  evening  and  he  told  me 
hia  situation.  He  said  that  he  had  been  trying  to  hear  from  the  general 
government;  that  the  Lerdo  government  had  left  the  country ;  and  that 
he  had  sent  to  the  Diaz  government,  ofifering  to  submit  to  it,  but  that  he 
had  got  no  answer ;  and  that  he  wanted  to  hold  the  city  until  he  could 
hear  from  some  constituted  authority  in  the  capital.  He  asked  me  if  I 
would  not  use  my  influence  to  aid  him  in  holding  the  town.  I  told  him 
that  so  long  as  he  insisted  in  that  three  per  cent,  tax  I  would  not ;  that  he 
had  imposed  that  tax  against  my  protest,  and  against  the  protest  of  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  that  it  was  only  piling  up  debt  against 
his  own  government,  which  it  would  probably  have  to  pay  for  some 
day.  He  then  asked  me  in  what  way  it  could  be  done.  Of  course  it 
was  our  interest  to  maintain  order  in  the  city,  for  if  Gortina's  people 
came  in  we  did  not  know  what  might  happen.  I  told  him  that  I  thought 
by  abandoning  the  three  per  cent,  tax,  and  calling  a  meeting  of  the  mer- 
chants, they  would  subscribe  sufficient  money  to  maintain  the  troops  in 
the  city  until  he  received  instructions  from  the  Diaz  government  or  from 
any  other  government  in  existence.  The  next  morning  the  merchants 
had  a  meeting  at  the  consulate,  and  agreed  to  contribute  $300  a  day^ 
to  pay  the  soldiers,  and  to  leave  it  with  me.  They  would  not  give 
it  to  Eevueltas  personally  in  any  amount,  but  they  sent  $3,000  to  the 
consulate,  and  I  was  to  pay  it  to  the  paymaster  of  Revueltas's  forces. 
The  reason  they  did  not  give  it  to  Bevueltas  was  lest  he  might  steal  it 
and  run  away,  and  let  Cortina  enter  the  city.  Revueltas's  paymaster 
came  daily  for  ten  days,  I  think,  and  received  on  my  office  table  $300  a 
day  to  feed  the  troops,  and  to  keep  them  from  pronouncing  and  going 
over  to  the  Gortina  party.  For  the  money  which  they  paid,  the  mer- 
chants were  to  get  orders  on  the  custom-house  at  the  rate  of  $2  for 
every  dollar  which  they  subscribed. 

By  Mr.  Williams  : 

Q.  Did  they  get  the  money  back  ! — A.  Some  did,  and  some  did  not. 

By  Mr.  Schleicher  : 

Q.  What  position  did  the  commander  of  the  American  troops  takef 
— A.  General  Eevueltas  and  Golouel  Deven,  who  was  commanding  Fort 
Brown,  in  Texas,  were  very  intimate.  They  were  constantly  exchanging 
visits  with  each  other,  and  it  was  reported  publicly  in  the  public  prefts, 
and  by  public  rumor,  that  Golonel  Deven  had  been  interested  in  the 
Smith  case  and  had  befriended  Revueltas.  I  therefore  did  not  apply 
at  all  to  Golonel  Deven  on  the  subject.  I  had  no  instructions  to  do  so, 
and  1  did  not  do  so.  I  applied,  however,  to  the  commander  of  the  gun- 
boat to  assist  me,  and  he  declined.  I  had  telegraphed  this  protest  of 
the  merchants  against  the  payment  of  the  three  per  cent,  tax  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  Stare  and  had  asked  for  definite  instructions  as  to  the  rights 
of  the  merchants  there  and  what  they  should  do  in  the  matter.  While 
that  was  pending,  I  was  informed  that  Golouel  Deven  had  come  to  Mata- 
moras  and  m  a  batb^ibi-^Vio^  «k\yvl  ^3iT\\ik\vL^-*«»loou^  had  said  that  Revuel- 
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tas  was  right  id  enforcing  the  three  per  cent,  tax ;  that  he  fa'ad  authority 
to  do  it;  that  the  troops  mnst  be  paid,  and  thatif  it  was  he  (Deven)  who 
had  it  to  do  he  would  put  on  a  tax  of  ten  percent.,  and  if  the  foreigners 
did  not  like  it,  damn  them  let  them  get  out  of  Mexico.  The  merchants 
were  a  great  deal  excited  over  this  report  and  brought  qu  account  of  it 
to  me.  I  wrote  a  dispatch  to  Colonel  Deven  stating  what  I  had  heard^ 
mentioning  the  places  where  I  had  understood  he  had  made  these  re- 
marks, and  telling  him  that  I  would  furnish  him  with  the  names  of  the 
persons  who  had  given  me  the  information  If  he  desired  it.  I  told  him 
that  in  a  country  like  Mexico,  where  revolution  was  so  general,  such  re- 
marks from  an  officer  of  the  United  States  were  calculated  to  stimulate  ir- 
responsible Mexican  military  officers  to  acts  which  they  were  not  justified 
*  in,  and  that,  pending  the  decision  of  the  question  by  the  State  Department^ 
I  hoped  he  would  not  interfere  to  the  prejudice  of  citizens  of  the  United 
States  within  the  consular  district.  That  is  substantially  what  I  told 
him.  I  afterward  received  a  letter  from  him  in  reply,  in  which  he  did 
not  deny  that  he  had  made  use  of  these  remarks,  but  implied  that  I  had 
no  right  to  question  his  conduct  in  the  matter,  or  what  he  said  or  did. 
That  was  the  purport  of  his  reply. 

By  Mr.  Williams  : 

Q.  Did  you  get  a  reply  from  the  State  Department  f — A.  I  did. 

Q.  What  was  the  reply,  in  substance  f — A.  The  substance  of  it,  m 
regard  to  the  collecting  of  the  three  per  cent,  tax,  was  that  the  Depart- 
ment had  referre^l  the  matter  to  the  Mexican  Government,  or  to  our  min- 
ister in  Mexico;  that  it  was  probably  illegal;  but  that  the  latter  clause 
of  the  treaty  of  1831  prescribed  that  all  such  questions  should  be  first 
presented  to  the  government  before  any  force  was  used.  That  wa» 
about  the  reply,  as  I  recollect  it.  That  was  the  tenor  of  it.  I  saw  Col- 
onel Deven  stand  in  the  street  of  Matamoros  and  look  at  a  door  of  an 
American  citizen  being  knocked  in  by  Kevueltas's  officers  in  the  enforce- 
ment of  that  tax.  I  saw  the  commander  of  the  gunboat,  Johnson  do 
the  same  thing,  and  neither  of  them  sympathized  with  the  American 
merchants  in  Matamoros,  nor  used  their  good  offices  to  assist  them  in 
the  matter. 

By  Mr.  Schleicher  : 

Q.  The  goods  of  the  American  merchants  were  taken  away  and  sold 
at  auction  f — A.  In  satisfaction  of  this  three  per  cent.  tax. 

Q.  Did  they  bring  any  fair  prices  f — A.  No,  sir.  The  majority  of  the 
merchants — the  respectable  merchants — agreed,  as  I  understood,  not  to 
buy  each  other's  goods ;  that  is,  they  had  a  verbal  understanding  with 
each  other  not  to  buy  them,  and  many  of  the  goods  were  sold  to  offi- 
cers and  contractors  of  the  army,  who  took  them  for  their  pay.  They 
were  sold  for  almost  nothing;  so  that  I  think  Eevueltas abandoned  the 
enforcement  of  the  three  per  cent,  tax  because  he  was  getting  nothing 
from  the  sale  of  the  goods. 

Q.  State  the  circumstances  of  the  arrest  of  Smith,  and  who  Smith 
was. — A.  John  J.  Smith  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States.  He  came  ta 
the  frontier  in  charge  of  the  national  cemetery  at  Fort  Brown.  I  under- 
stand that  the  law  prescribes  that  only  a  wounded  soldier  who  had 
been  honorably  discharged  can  be  appointed  to  such  a  position.  Mr» 
Smith  resigned  that  position  when  he  was  appointed  an  inspector  m 
the  custom-house  at  Brownsville,  because  the  compensation  of  an  in- 
spector of  customs  is  greater  than  that  of  a  cemetery-keeper.  Being  ia 
bad  health,  as  he  told  me,  from  wounds  received  in  the  wa^^Vi^\*Vvw\i.^gs^^» 
of  changing  his  locality,  and  he  was  appo\ul^4.\5\i\\J^>\  ^X»»\«^  ^wsws^vx- 
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cial  a^ent  at  Presidio  del  Norte,  which  is  up  in  a  dry  hilly  country. 
He  told  me  afterward  that  he  resigued  that  because  he  was  uuable  to 
take  the  long  journey  there,  and  he  remained  in  Brownsville.  I  think 
he  was  deputy  cattle  ^ud  hide  inspector  in  the  county  of  Cameron, 
under  the  Texas  law.  I  tv^as  absent  in  the  summer  of  1876,  on  leave, 
visiting  the  Ceritennial  Exposition  in  Philadelphia,  and  there  I  received 
a  long  telegram  from  Mr.  John  F.  Yalls,  the  vice  consul  at  Matamoros, 
stating  that  Mr.  Smith  had  been  arrested  and  imprisoned  by  General 
Eevueltas  in  Matamoros.  I  immediately  transmitted  the  telegram  to 
the  Secretary  of  State,  and  instructed  the  vice-consul  to  communicate 
directly  on  the  subject  with  the  Secretary  of  State.  Loiter  I  received 
another  telegram  from  the  vice-consul  on  the  same  subject,  which  I  also 
transmitted  from  Philadelphia  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  I  came  on 
to  Washington.  Mr.  Fish,  the  Secretary  of  St-ate,  called  my  attention 
to  the  Smith  case  with  the  intention,  I  think,  of  my  immediately  going  to 
Matamoros,  and  he  instructed  me  in  writing  that  if,  on  reaching  Mata- 
moros, I  should  find  that  Mr.  Smith  was  still  in  continement  I  should  do 
whatever  could  be  properly  done  to  secure  his  release,  or  to  mitigate 
any  hardship  of  imprisonment.  On  reaching  Matamoros  I  touud  that 
Mr.  Smith  was  in  jail  and  I  went  to  see  him  at  once.  I  had  previously 
met  the  commander  (Johnson)  of  the  gunboat  Rio  Bravo  at  Brazos 
Santiago,  thirty  miles  from  -Matamoros,  and  I  had  a  conversation  with 
him  on  the  Smith  case.  He  appeared  to  think  that  Smith's  was  acase 
which  did  not  demand  much  attention.  I  met  some  other  citizens  of 
Brownsville  at  Brazos,  who  appeared  to  have  the  same  opinion,  and  I 
met  Colonel  Haynes,  the  collector  of  customs,  who  appeared  to  have  a 
very  different  opinion.  One  or  two  other  citizens  of  Matamoros  who  had 
come  to  Brazos  to  meet  me,  I  believe,  but  who  were  the  friends  of  Colonel 
Deven  and  the  military,  appeared  to  think  that  I  need  not  bother  much 
about  Smith.  The  citizens  of  Texas,  however,  and  the  collector,  ap- 
peared to  think  that  Smith's  case  was  one  requiring  prompt  attention. 
1  then  went  to  Matamoros  and  found  Smith  in  jail.  I  told  him  what  the 
Secretary  of  State  bad  said  to  me  in  Washington,  and  I  informed  him 
of  the  purport  of  the  dispatch  in  regard  to  him,  and  told  him  I  would  do 
whatever  I  could  to  carry  out  the  wishes  of  the  Department.  It  had 
been  reported  in  Matamoros  that  as  soon  as  I  arrive(l  there  would  be  a 
prompt  demand  made  for  Smith's  release,  and  that  General  Revueltas 
was  aggrieved  on  account  of  this  rumor,  and  probably  would  not  release 
Smith  if  he  could  help  it.  To  avoid  any  difficulty  I  went  and  saw  Gen- 
eral La  Barry,  who  is  a  very  quiet  sort  of  man,  and  who  was  a  friend  of 
Eevueltas,  and  I  saw  the  commander  (Johnson)  of  the  gun-boat  Rio 
Bravo,  who  was  also  intimate  with  Revueltas,  and  one  or  two  others  of 
Revueltas's  friends.  I  asked  them  to  use  their  influence  with  Revueltas 
to  have  Smith  discharged  before  I  should  make  any  demand  about  it. 
That  was  simply  to  avoid  this  presumed  threat  which  Revueltas  would 
not  act  under,  and  it  was  to  avoid  any  previous  trouble  which  had  oc- 
curred in  reference  to  the  presumed  demand  to  be  made.  Revuelt^ 
however,  refused  to  discharge  Sujith  5  so  these  gentlemen  informed  me. 
Colonel  Haynes,  the  collector  at  Brownsville,  Tex.,  was  one  of  those 
whom  I  had  asked  to  use  his  good  offices  in  behalf  of  Smith.  I  then  in- 
formed General  Revueltas  officially  of  my  return  to  Matamoros,  and  of 
my  resnmption  of  the  consular  duties,  and  I  subsequently  transmitted 
to  him  the  statement  which  Mr.  Smith  bad  sent  to  me.  In  the  mean  time 
I  had  ascertained  that  there  was  no  testimony  whatever  against  Smith, 
and  I  had  told  Commander  Johnson  of  what  I  knew  in  that  resi>ect.    He 
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^sked  me  how  I  found  that  out,  and  I  told  him  I  had  fouud  it  out  from 
the  records  of  the  case. 

By  Mr.  Williams  : 

Q.  What  was  the  nature  of  the  charge  against  Smith  ? — A.  Being  a 
spy.  I  had  not  seen  the  record  myself,  but  I  got  a  friend  of  mine  to 
read  the  record,  and  I  was  assured  by  him  that  there  was  not  a  particle 
of  evidence  against  Smith.  I  told  Commander  Johnson  so,  and  that 
Smith  was  being  held  there  a  long  time;  that  he  was  in  a  foul  prison; 
that  his  health  was  being  impaired,  and  that  no  matter  who  Smith  was, 
he  was  at  least  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  entitled  to  protection. 
Johnson  said  substantially  that  he  did  not  believe  Eevueltas  would 
have  taken  the  position  he  had  unless  he  had  some  testimony  against 
Smith.  1  told  him  that  I  could  convince  him  that  he  had  not  a  particle 
of  evidence,  an^  I  arranged  with  Colonel  Haynes,  who  reads  Spanish 
well,  to  go  with  Commander  Johnson  and  ask  Revueltas  to  let  him  see 
the  records  in  the  case.  Johnson  went  to  Bevueltas  with  Colonel 
Haynes  as  a  friend,  and  Haynes  read  the  testimony  and  told  Johnson 
that  there  was  nothing  in  the  record  to  justify  any  proceedings  against 
Smith,  or  to  justify  his  being  held.  Mr.  Haynes  gave  a  certificate  of 
that  fact,  which  I  transmitted  officially  to  the  Department  of  State. 
Johnson  then  told  me  that  he  t^as  satisfied  that  Smith  was  being  wronged, 
and  that  he  would  join  me  in  anything  that  could  be  done  to  secure  his 
release.  I  told  him  that  before  he  commenced  acting  he  had  better  put 
that  in  writing,  and  I  then  transmitted  to  Johnson  a  copy  of  Smith's 
statement  of  his  case  to  me.  I  said  to  Johnson  that  he  had  been  there 
while  I  was  absent,  and  probably  knew  all  the  circumstances,  and  I 
asked  him  for  his  opinion  as  to  what  should  be  done,  as  we  had  been 
ordered  to  act  together.  Johnson  replied  officially,  in  writing,  that  he 
had  become  satisfied  that  there  was  nothing  against  Smith,  and  that  he 
would  join  me  in  securing  his  release  by  all  proper  means,  by  which  I 
supposed  he  meant  that  he  would  use  the  force  at  his  command  to  en- 
force Smith's  release.  I  transmitted  to  General  Revueltas  a  copy  of 
Commander  Johnson's  letter,  Smith's  letter,  and  a  letter  of  my  own. 
The  next  morning  after  sending  that  communication  to  Eevueltas 
(twelve  or  fifteen  hours  afterward),  I  was  walking  down  the  street 
toward  the  gun-boat  to  see  Commander  Johnson  and  ascertain  what 
was  going  to  be  done.  I  met  Commander  Johnson  and  Mr.  Eversmann, 
the  German  consul,  coming  up  in  a  carriage.  They  stopped  and  in- 
vited me  to  get  in  with  them.  Johnson  told  me  that  the  German 
consul  had  just  visited  him  on  behalf  of  General  Eevueltas,  and  had 
told  him  that  Eevueltas  thought  Johnson  had  betrayed  his  confi- 
dence when  he  read  this  testimony  in  giving  me  any  information  on 
the  subject,  and  that  if  Johnson  did  not  revoke  his  letter  to  me, 
(a  copy  of  wUich  I  had  sent  Eevueltas),  he  (Eevueltas)  would  publish 
all  the  circumstances  and  facts  connected  with  the  arrest  of  Smith. 
Johnson  asked  me  what  he  would  do  in  the  case.  1  said  to  him  that  if 
I  were  in  his  place  I  woujd  simply  reply  to  Eevueltas  so  far  as  Johnson's 
letter  to  me  was  concerned,  telling  me  that  there  was  no  evidence  against 
Smith — he  could  stand  upon  the  record;  that  he  could  base  that  upon  the 
ground  that  he  knew  of  no  cause,  and  that  Smith's  statement  alleged 
that  there  was  none,  and  that  as  to  the  threats  of  publishing  the  facts 
and  circumstances,  he  might  do  it  if  he  chose,  and  see  what  he  was 
going  to  make  of  it.  When  we  got  up  as  fitr  as  the  consulate  I  got  out 
of  the  carriage,  and  the  German  consul  and  Johnson  went  dn  toward 
the  plnza,  in  the  direction  of  General  Jievueltas's  head(\aa\!<j^^%^^?^$W 
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believe  they  went  there.  After  that  I  never  could  get  Johnson  to  do 
anything  in  the  matter.  Some  days  afterward  I  met  Johnson's  former 
clerk,  and  I  said  that  I  thought  it  an  extraordinary  thing  that  Bevueltas 
would  send  such  a  message  to  Johnson,  and  that  I  would  like  to  see 
what  a  man  would  do  who  would  send  such  a  message  to  me.  He  re- 
plied something  like  this :  ^'  You  do  not  know  as  much  about  the  matter 
as  I  do.  I  have  been  the  interpreter;  and  if  I  told  what  I  knew,  John- 
son would  probably  lose  his  commission,''  or  words  to  that  effect.  I  do 
not  pretend  to  quote  verbatim,  but  substantially  what  he  said.  But  I 
naturally  did  not  feel  afterward  that  I  was  going  to  have  any  more  sup- 
port in  the  matter  from  Commander  Johnson.  I  told  Johnson  next  day 
what  his  former  clerk  had  said  to  me.  I  obser\&ed  that  Johnson  con- 
tinued to  be  good  friends  with  him  afterward,  and  I  drew  the  inference 
from  that  that  what  he  said  had  more  or  less  foundation,  for  I  hardly 
think  that  Johnson  would  keep  on  good  terms  with  a  man  who  had  made 
such  a  remark  about  him  if  there  bad  not  been  good  ground  for  it.  In 
this  connection  I  desire  to  say  that  it  was  alleged  in  the  puplic  news- 
papers, and  in  common  report,  that  Colonel  Deven  was  the  cause  of  the 
arrest  of  Smith,  and  that  Johnson  sympathized  with  him.^  Whether 
that  is  true  or  not  I  do  not  know ;  I  give  you  newspaper  and  public  re- 
port. Tbe  next  day  after  that  conversation  with  the  German  consul  and 
Johnson  and  myself.  Smith  was  removed  from  the  outer  room  in  which 
he  had  been  allowed  to  be  for  some  time  previously,  and  was  returned  to 
a  dark  cell  in  the  rear  of  the  prison,  close  to  a  very  offensive  sink.  I 
telegraphed  to  the  Secretary  of  State  the  fact  of  Smith  being  returned 
to  this  cell,  and  received  a  reply  that  they  had  again  telegraphed  to  the 
minister  at  Mexico  on  the  subject,  substantially  that  all  was  being  done 
at  tbe  department  for  Smith  that  could  be  done.  I  believe  that  the 
government  tried  to  relieve  Smith  all  it  could  by  the  way  of  Mexico.  I 
am  satisfied  from  what  Mr.  Fish  told  me  at  tbe  department,  and  from 
my  correspondence  afterward,  that  the  State  Department  used  all  its 
power,  short  of  force,  to  relieve  Smith. 

Q.  When  did  you  reach  Matamoros  on  that  occasion  ! — A.  I  reached 
Matamoros  on  the  10th  of  November,  1876. 

Q.  Was  that  while  Lerdo  was  still  in  power? — A.  Yes;  he  was  sup- 
posed to  be  then  in  the  city  of  Mexico.  I  think  he  left  the  city  of  Mex- 
ico on  the  21st  of  December  following.  Smith  was  discharged  after- 
ward, and  there  never  was  a  particle  of  testimony  against  him. 

By  Mr.  Williams: 

Q.  How  long  was  Smith  detained  in  prison  I — A.  I  think  from  the  latter 
part  of  September  until  about  the  middle  or  latter  part  of  December, 
1876.  It  was  asserted  in  the  public  press  that  Colonel  Deven  had  called 
on  Bevueltas  and  asked  him  for  a  certificate  that  he  (Deven)  was  not 
interested  in  Smith's  imprisonment,  in  regard  to  which  I  took  the 
ground  that  a  Cnited  States  officer  holding  such  intimate  relations  with 
General  Eevueltas  as  Deven  did,  should  not  want  a  certificate  that  he 
was  not  interested  in  the  imprisonment  of  an  American  citizen,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  should  have  used  his  good  offices  as  efficiently  as  possible 
to  secure  his  release.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  ought  to  have  been  the 
position  of  an  officer  under  such  circumstances. 

Q.  You  felt  that  Deven  and  Jobnson  did  not  co-operate  with  you  cor- 
dially?— A.  I  felt  that  they  both  opposed  me. 

Q.  Did  you  communicate  that  fact  to  the  State  Department? — A.  I 
wrote  to  the  State  Department  in  regard  to  Colonel  Devon's  conversation 
in  Matamoros,  and  inclosed  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  General  Deven.    My 
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reason  for  writing  this  letter  first  to  General  Deven  was  becanse  I  did 
not  want  to  transmit  to  the  government  anything  against  Deven  with- 
out his  knowing  it.  I  did  not  want  to  represent  the  facts  without  first 
informing  Deven  of  what  had  been  reported  to  me  about  him. 

Q.  Is  be  stationed  there  no wf — A.  No,  sir;  he  was  afterward  promoted 
to  a  colonelship  in  the  Army  and  transferred  to  another  regiment.  After 
I  had  been  the  treasurer  of  the  merchants  to  pay  Kevueltas's  troops  every 
day,  Bevueltas  one  morning,  to  our  great  surprise,  left  the  city  on  hear- 
ing that  Genera]  Ganalez  was  advancing  on  the  place.  As  long  as  Gor- 
tina  was  outside  Bevueltas  held  the  city,  but  when  General  Ganalez 
approached  within  a  reasonable  distance  of  the  city  B;evueltas  left  it 
very  promptly.  This  was  after  he  had  robbed  our  people  through  the 
means  of  the  tax,  and  after  he  had  imprisoned  Smith,  and  after  he  had 
defied  all  the  authority  which  I  could  use  to  protect  either  our  merchants 
or  Smith.  Bevueltas  went  on  board  the  United  States  gun-boat  then 
lying  along  side  of  Matamoros,  which  had  been  sent  there  to  protect  our 
people  and  afford  protection  to  them,  and  he  was  transferred  by  Gom- 
mander  Johnson  in  one  of  the  gunboats'  launches  to  Fort  Brown.  In 
Fort  Brown  he  was  the  guest  of  Golonel  Deven,  and  Golonel  Deven  gave 
him  a  special  military  escort  to  convey  him  to  Point  Isabeh,  nearly  thirty 
miles  distant.  He  went  by  ambulance,  instead  of  taking  the  railroad, 
because  of  the  hostilitv  of  the  United  States  citizens  toward  him  in 
Brownsville.  He  doubtless  would  not  have  been  allowed  to  go  through 
Brownsville  on  account  of  the  exactions,  extortions,  and  wrongs  which 
he  had  done  to  our  people.  Golonel  Deven  used  part  of  the  Army  of  the 
United  States  to  protect  this  fellow  Bevueltas,  who  had  robbed  and 
imprisoned  our  people,  and  he  even  gave  him  a  military  guard  while  he 
ate  his  dinner  at  Point  Isabel,  until  he  got  on  board  the  steamboat.  At 
the  time  that  Bevueltas  fled  from  Matamoros  he  was  no  longer  an  officer 
of  a  friendly  government,  and  was  not  entitled  to  a  military  escort,  even 
as  a  matter  of  courtesy  from  one  nation  to  another.  I  can  only  leave 
the  motives  of  Johnson  and  of  Deven  in  this  matter  for  the  commit- 
tee to  determine.  I  know  this,  that  when  a  civil  officer  of  the  United 
States  goes  along  the  frontier  on  official  duty  he  cannot  have  a  military 

escort  without  a  special  order  from  the  Secretary  of  War. 

« 

By  Mr.  Williams  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  any  reason  why  Johnson  and  Deven  should  be  so 
friendly  with  the  Mexican  authorities  instead  of  with  our  own  ! — A.  I 
can  only  give  you  the  reasons  that  rumor  assigns.  I  had  nothing  to 
do  with  Golonel  Deven.  Bumor  states  that  Deven  had  sold  some  ammu- 
nition to  Bevueltas,  and  that  this  forced  tax  paid  for  the  ammunition. 
I  do  not  know  that  this  is  true.  It  was  also  rumored  that  friends  of 
Deven  in  Brownsville  bad  supplied  Bevueltas  with  corn,  hay,  and  other 
army  supplies,  and  that  Bevueltas  was  indebted  to  them  for  those  sup- 
plies; and  I  should  judge  from  Golonel  Deven's  remarks  in  Matamoros 
that  the  troops  must  be  fed,  and  that  Bevueltas  had  the  power  to 
enforce  the  tax  to  feed  them,  implied  that  these  supplies  should  be  paid 
for  by  means  of  this  forced  tax. 

By  Mr.  Schleicher  : 

Q.  Was  General  Ord  around  there  at  that  time  T — A.  General  Ord 
came  to  the  frontier  while  Smith  was  in  prison,  and  about  the  time  that 
this  tax  was  being  enforced ;  I  think  at  the  time. 

Q.  What  position  did  betake  about  it!— A.  I  was  told  by  respect- 
able citizens  in  Brownsville  that  they  had  appointed  a  committee  for 
the  purpose  of  calling  on  General  Ordjiud  ^^i^V«AtL\\i%\ft\5^\siNi>y^<6'^^^ 
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tion  in  Matainoros  of  Smith  and  the  other  Americans  there,  and  that 
General  Ord  would  not  receive  them.  He  had  time,  however,  to  go 
over  to  Matamoros  and  see  General  Revneltas.  I  saw  him  with  Colo- 
nel Deven  in  a  carriage  going  in  the  direction  of  General  Revueltas's 
headquarters,  and  I  believe  they  went  there.  It  was  a  very  stormy, 
incleu)ent  day,  so  much  so  that  hardly  anybody  else  wais  cat. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  there  is  any  reason  to  believe  that  in  the  near 
future  we  can  rely  on  anything  else  for  the  protection  of  oar  citi- 
zens on  that  frontier  except  on  what  our  government  does  itself!  Is 
there  any  reason  for  relying  on  anything  which  the  Mexican  Govern- 
ment wiil  do  or  can  do  ? — A.  Ever  since  I  have  been  in  Mexico,  I  have 
stated  in  my  dispatches  that  I  thought  there  was  no  remedy  for  the 
wrongs  done  to  our  people  and  for  the  violation  of  treaties,  except  by 
the  use  of  some  effective  measures /which  would  teach  the  Mexican 
authorities  that  they  were  to  be  held  responsible  for  the  wrongs  done 
to  citizens  of  the  United  States.  I  do  not  see  anything  in  the  present 
that  would  give  us  any  other  guarantee  for  the  future.  I  have  hereto- 
fore informed  the  government  of  the  almost  nullification  of  the  extradi- 
tion treaty  on  account  of  the  jealousies  that  exist  between  one  side  of 
the  border  and  the  other,  and  on  account  of  the  want  of  enforcement  of 
law  on  the  Mexican  side.  1  do  not  believe  that  the  present  extradition 
treaty  can  be  enforced,  and  1  suggested  to  the  department  as  a  remedy 
(about  two  and  a  half  years  ago)  the  formation  of  a  mixed  court.  I 
was  satisfied  that  the  Mexican  law  could  not  be  enforced  on  the  border, 
and  that  the  central  power  of  the  General  Government  of  Mexico  could 
not  be  made  effective  on  the  frontier,  while  the  frontier  people  did  not 
want  to  submit  to  it.  As  a  remedy  for  that,  I  proposed  that  we  should 
make  a  treaty,  constituting  a  mixed  court,  consisting  of  one  Mexican, 
one  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  an  umpire,  to  be  chosen  as  fhe 
treaty  might  provide,  with  power  to  sit  on  either  side  of  the  river  and 
try  criminals  on  either  side,  who  were  fugitives  from  justice  from  either 
country,  instead  of  extraditing  them,  and  to  have  a  common  prison  for 
the  confinement  of  prisoners,  because  if  you  imprison  a  roan  in  Mexico, 
and  a  revolution  breaks  out,  be  is  immediately  free  again.  I  believe  that 
with  a  court  of  that  kind,  with  power  to  call  on  the  military  power  of 
either  country  to  enforce  its  authority,  the  remedy  might  be  attained. 

By  Mr.  Williams  : 

Q.  Supposing  the  Diaz  government  were  recognized,  and  that  the 
order  directing  our  forces  to  cross  into  Mexico  were  withdrawn,  what,  in 
your  judgment,  would  be  necessary  to  protect  the  Texas  frontier  f — A.  I 
do  not  think  that  the  recognition  of  the  Diaz  government  wonld  remedy 
matters  on  either  side  of  the  border.  I  have  repeatedly  said  that  if  some 
measure  were  used  to  teach  Mexicans  who  commit  crimes  in  Texas 
that  they  cannot  find  a  safe  asylum  and  shelter  in  Mexico,  these  crimes 
would  cease.  I  think  that  it  might  be  achieved  by  the  mixed  conrt 
which  I  suggested. 

Q.  If  the  Diaz  government  should  enter  into  that  stipulation  to  co- 
operate with  our  government  in  suppressing  those  raids,  what  would 
you  expect  to  be  the  result  of  such  an  undertaking! — A.  If  the  two  gov- 
ernments could  agree  upon  some  means  of  co-operation  to  prevent  these 
raids,  and  could  hold  the  local  authorities  responsible,  something  might 
be  done;  but,  with  my  view  of  the  case,  I  do  not  see  that  on  the  Mexi- 
can side  it  could  be  very  efiiciently  done,  unless  we  can  use  some  power 
to  enforce  it. 

Q.  Having  been  stationed  at  Matamoros  for  some  time,  what  would  be 
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yonr  practical  remedy  for  the  protection  of  the  Texas  frontier! — A.  As 
I  said  before,  I  should  make  this  mixed  court,  which  would  be  amen- 
able to  both  governments  and  with  power  to  call  on  the  military  of  either 
nation  to  enforce  its  authority  and  jurisdiction,  and  through  it  endeavor 
to  arrest  and  punish  those  who  commit  depredations  on  either  side  of 
the  Eio  Grande.  The  military  power  of  the  United  States  Government 
has  been  used  to  more  or  less  extent  to  protect  the  Texas  frontier  for 
more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century,  and  the  result  has  not  been  satisfactory, 
while  the  annual  expense  has  been  very  large.  If  the  civil  authority,  both 
State  and  Federal,  was  properly  strengthened,  either  by  creating  the 
mixed  court  suggested,  or  by  establishing  other  and  more  efficient  tribu- 
nals than  now  exist  on  the  frontier,  I  think  a  beneficial  result  would  be 
speedily  attained  at  a  much  less  expense  than  the  present  military  force 
on  the  frontier  costs. 


TESTIMONY  OF  H.  S.  ROCK. 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  7,  1878. 
Examination  of  H.  8.  Rock,  of  Brownsville,  Tex. 

By  Mr.  Schleicher  : 

Question.  Do  you  hold  any  official  position  in  Texas  I— Answer.  Yes; 
1  am  acting  as  deputy  inspector  of  hides  and  animals. 

Q.  How  long  haveyou  lived  there  f — A.  I  lived  there  between  twelve 
and  thirteen  years.     I  went  there  in  July,  1865. 

Q.  What  dp  you  know  of  cattle  stealing  and  raiding  from  the  State 
of  Tamaulipasf — A.  There  are  some  occurrences  of  the  kind  which  I 
recollect  very  distinctly  from  being  more  or  less  connected  with  them. 

Q.  Do  you  reeollect  in  what  year  those  troubles  there  commenced  f — 
A.  The  greatest  of  the  stealing  commenced,  I  should  suppose,  about 
1867  or  1868.  Before  that  there  may  have  been  more  or* less  stealing, 
but  there  were  not  many  complaints.  The  country  was  then  full  of 
stock,  but  now  there  is  very  little  stock  left,  and  when  it  began  to 
diminish  the  people  commenced  to  take  steps  to  stop  the  raiding.  In 
1869  I  was  an  employ^  in  the  custom-house  and  used  to  be  engaged  in 
crossing  horse-stock  from  Meitico  to  this  side,  and  in  going  up  and 
down  the  river  and  getting  acquainted  with  Mexicans.  I  used  to 
hear  of  droves  of  cattle  being  crossed  over  the  river  night  after  night. 
Soon  after  that  the  legislature  passed  an  act  to  provide  for  the  protec- 
tion of  stock-raisers  and  for  the  appointment  of  officers  in  all  the 
counties.  I  was  one  of  the  first  appointed  in  Cameron  County,  and  in 
this  way  I  began  to  get  more  or  less  acquainted  with  the  interests  of 
the  stock-raisers.  I  found  that  they  were  complaining  to  a  terrible 
extent  of  their  stock  being  stolen  and  taken  across  the  river  and  after- 
wards of  their  hides  coming  back  from  Mexico.  We  used  to  see  hides 
of  cattle  that  had  been  stolen,  and  which  hides  were  sent  back  for  sale. 
I  have  been  hide-inspector  nearly  continuously  all  the  time  except  for 
about  a  year  and  four  months.  Many  of  the  hides  brought  over  from 
Mexico  used  to  have  American  brands  with  which  I  was  pretty  well 
conversant,  and  they  were  coming  over  to  a  great  extent  until  agents  of 
the  cattle-owners  who  had  perhaps  powers  of  attorney  would  Claim 
them.  After  that  the  shippers  at  Matamoros  began  to  learn  what  brands 
were  American,  and  they  would  pick  them  out  and  retain  the  hides 
over  there.  These  hides  would  not  come  over  to  Texas  excepting  \tx 
small  quantities,  and  where  the  brands  vrete  uotN^^'^  ^'^\\i.'^\?^^^V^^^ 
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they  were  overlooked  in  some  way.  Their  mode  then,  aa  I  nnderstood, 
was  to  ship  these  hides  with  American  brands  by  way  of  Bagdad  instead 
of  sending  them  to  Texas  for  exportation. 

^  Q.  Do  you  remember  any  particular  raids  that  you  noticed  t — A-  I 
believe  I  can  mention  several  with  which  I  was  more  or  less  connected. 
About  the  month  of  May,  1874,  a  report  came  down  from  a  ranch  aboat 
thirty  miles  up,  to  the  effect  that  Mexicans  had  been  crossing  stock  there 
for  about  three  days  from  this  side  of  the  river  to  Mexico.  Judge  Dough- 
erty, our  district  judge,  came  to  me  and  asked  me  if  I  woald  not  go  over 
on  behalf  of  our  stock-raisers  and  see  if  something  could  not  be  done 
to  reclaim  the  property.  I  said  that  I  would  do  so,  as  I  represented  a 
good  many  of  the  stock-raisers  myself  as  agent.  I  went  to  Matamoros 
about  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and,  with  some  Mexican  troops  and 
some  rural  police  under  a  non-commissioned  ofBcer  (about  twenty  men,  all 
told),  I  started  about  eleven  o'clock  that  night  for  a  point  about  twenty 
miles  up  the  river,  where  we  got  about  daylight  the  next  morning.  1 
went  to  the  ranch  and  saw  a  good  deal  of  fresh  meat  hanging  up  in  the 
ra^ich,  and  several  animals  tied  down  by  the  horns  ready  for  killing. 
In  passing  by  close  to  them  I  saw  that  the  brands  were  from  Texas.  I 
called  the  attention  of  the  officer  in  command  to  the  fact  He  said  he 
w^ould  have  first  to  go  and  report  to  the  encargador  of  the  ranch.  We 
went  there  and  talked  with  the  encargador,  and  had  to  smoke  some 
cigarettes  and  to  take  coffee,  occupying  some  half  an  hour.  I  then  asked 
the  officer  if  he  would  not  give  me  a  few  men  that  I  might  take  with 
me  and  look  at  the  stock  and  see  where  the  cattle  came  from.  He  did 
so,  after,  probably,  an  hour,  and  I  went  and  took  a  look  around,  bat  in 
the  mean  time  all  the  stock  had  been  loosened  and  turned  off  out  of 
reach ;  but  still  I  found  some,  and  I  also  found  some  hides  that  had  been 
freshly  skinned,  and  which  I  found  to  have  Texan  brands.  They  were  not 
all  the  brands  of  American  owners,  but  of  residents  op  the  Texas  side 
of  the  river,  both  American  and  Mexican.  I  then  induced  the  officer  to 
go  with  me  tp  the  crossing  to  see  if  we  could  find  out  how  many  cattle 
had  crossed,  as  nobody  in  the  ranch  would  give  us  any  information. 
In  fact,  the  ranch  itself  is  noted  as  a  notorious  thieving-place.  About 
three  or  four  or  five  hundred  yards  from  the  ranch  we  came  upon  the 
crossing  where  the  stock  had  come  out  into  a  corn-field.  The  tracks  of 
the  cattle  were  very  plain  and  distinct.  Some  of  the  cattle  were  lying 
on  the  Mexican  side,  dea^l  in  the  mud,  and  some  had  been  skinned  and 
their  hides  taken  off,  and  we  fpuud  one  or  two  on  our  side  of  the  river 
that  had  been  driven  into  the  m'ud  and  had  died  there.  I  formed  an  esti- 
mate of  the  number  that  had  crossed  as  being  aboat  seventy-five  or 
one  huudred  head. 

We  then  went  to  the  house  of  a  woman  who  was  living  the  nearest 
to  where  the  stock  had  crossed.  She  said  that  the  cattle  had  bee^i 
taken  over  there,  but  that  they  had  been  crossing  for  a  couple  of  days, 
and  that  the  people  on  the  other  side  knew  all  about  it,  and  that  there- 
fore she  thought  it  was  all  right.  Before  that,  cattle  nsed  to  be  crossed 
over  legitimately  for  sale  in  Mexico,  but  now  that  thing  is  reversed, 
the  stock  being  worth  more  on  our  side  than  it  is  oa  the  Mexican 
side.  I  finally  induced  the  officer  to  come  up  on  oar  side  of  the 
river  to  ascertain  the  facts,  if  possible,  from  the  Mexicans  on  oar 
side.  He  hesitated  considerably,  but  finally  he  came  over  with  me  in  a 
little  boat,  and  we  met  on  this  side  Judge  Dougherty  and  Lieutenant 
Leggett,  who  was  in  command  of  a  company  stationed  at  the  near- 
est point,  with  one  or  two  others.  The  guide  who  was  with  them, 
and  wbo  ^a^  «i.  ^oqv\.  ysA^^Ji^  '^^  '^^  \sva»\Xsst^^iA.vl  tliat  he  thought  there 
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must  have  been  from  seventy-five  to  one  hundred  head  of  cattle  crossed. 
We  qnestioned  the  Mexicans  in  -the  ranch  and  learned  from  them  that 
the  cattle  had  been  crossing  there  for  nearly  two  days,  and  that  they 
thoDght  there  were  nearly  a  couple  of  hundred  head  of  stock  crossed, 
but  that  of  course  they  did  not  bother  themselves  about  it,  and  were 
afraid  to  go  near  them.  We  got  the  best  data  we  could,  and  went  back 
to  the  ranch  on  the  Mexican  side.  The  officer  went  back  with  me,  and 
after  a  great  deal  of  hesitation  he  finally  concluded  to  take  a  few  hides 
which  1  had  pointed  out  to  him  as  having  American  brands,  and  bring 
them  to  Matamoros.  In  the  mean  time  the  animals  had  l3een  all  cut 
loose.  The  Mexicans  who  came  with  me  were  Cortina  men.  The  hides 
were  taken  to  Matamoros,  and  the  owners  were  required  to  prove  prop- 
erty within  two  or  three  days,  but  there  was  none  of  the  property  re- 
claimed or  ever  turned  back  to  the  owners.  That  was  about  the  month 
of  May,  1874.  In  the  same  year,  probably  about  the  month  of  Septem- 
ber or  October,  there  was  a  drove  reported  to  me  as  crossing  about  two 
and  a  half  miles  below  Brownsville,  about  two  miles  below  Fort  Brown. 
At  the  time  I  hejird  of  it  I  understood  that  the  stock  was  all  over, 
and  I  went  right  to  Matamoros,  called  on  one  of  the  alcaldes  there  and 
asked  him  if  he  would  not  give  me  three  or  four  men  to  go  outside  to 
get  some  Texas  stock  that  had  just  been  crossed  over.  He  said  that  he 
would  do  so  as  soon  as  possible ;  but  he  was  so  long  in  getting  his  men 
ready  that  when  we  got  there  we  found  that  the  stock  was  already 
away  from  the  crossing,  in  the  hands  of  two  or  three  men.  These  men 
all  escaped  by  jumping  into  the  chapparral  lagoons  where  flobody  could 
follow  them,  and  we  took  the  stock.  The  stock  was  afterwards  turned 
over  to  Cortina  for  sale,  and  it  was  sold  at  public  auction  in  Matamoros 
for  the  benefit  of  the  owners.  One  of  the  principal  owners  came  to 
Brownsville  and  received  the  profits  of  the  sale  of  his  stock,  after  the 
expenses  were  deducted,  or  at  least  he  received  whatever  amount  they 
turned  over  to  him. 

Q.  After  the  commencement  of  these  raids,  in  1867,  were  they  very  fre- 
quent ? — A.  It  is  pretty  hard  to  say.  You  would  hear  reports  of  a  drove 
having  passed  here  and  there,  but  that  is  all  that  you  would  know  about 
it.  Of  course  a  man  could  not  go  after  them  or  see  them  without  en- 
dangering his  life.  You  would  learn  from  reports,  but  that  is  all  you 
could  know,  and  no  doubt  a  good  deal  of  those  reports  were  exagger- 
ated too.     I  have  known  instances  of  that  myself. 

Q.  You  have  been  very  familiar  with  the  cattle-business  there  from 
your  office! — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  was  present  on  one  occasion  when  a  party 
of  these  Mexican  cattle-thieves  were  attacked  on  this  side  of  the  river 
by  Captain  McNally,  in  command  of  some  State  troops,  and  when  four- 
teen or  fifteen  of  the  cattle- thieves  were  killed.  That  was  in  1875. 
Some  of  them  I  knew  pers(mally  mjself  as  living  on  this  side  of  the 
river.  I  counted  up  at  the  time  about  seven  who  were  residents  and 
voters  on  our  side  of  the  river ;  the  others  were  unknown  to  me,  and  I 
suspected  they  were  Mexicans.  They  were  all  killed  excepting  one,  who 
escaped  and  went  to  Matamoros,  but  who  was  afterward  extradited  and 
sent  to  our  penitentiary  for  15  years.  Three  or  four  months  afterward 
I  got  information  that  there  was  a  lot  of  cattle  which  had  been  seen 
proceeding  toward  the  Rio  Grande,  in  the  lower  part  of  the  county, 
where  no  cattle  were  supposed  to  be  driven  except  for  the  purpose  of 
being  taken  across  the  river.  I  called  upon  the  commanding  officer  and 
asked  for  four  or  five  men  to  intercept  them.  I  took  a  corporal  and  five 
men  and  went  down  and  caught  two  of  the  fellows  just  before  the^  sy^<» 
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to  the  river  with  a  bunch  of  stock  which  they  had.    That  was  about  the 
28th  of  Maj ,  1876. 

Q.  Cau  you  tell  us  anything  about  the  quantity  of  stock  that  was  in 
that  country  before  these  raids,  and  how  it  has  been  reduced! — A. 
The  stock  has  been  reduced  a  ^reat  deal.  There  is  no  doubt  of 
that.  But  it  has  gone  in  both  ways.  A  good  deal  of  it  has 
been  driven  to  Kansas  and  other  markets,  and  a  good  deal  has 
been  stolen  and  brought  to  Mexico.  The  cattle  were  just  on  the  line 
where  both  parties  were  continually  raiding  them.  Only  a  short 
time  ago  I  came  upon  a  party  of  cow-boys  in  Texas  with  a  lot  of  cattle 
stolen  from  Mexicans  on  our  side  of  the  river,  and  they  wanted  to  know 
why  I  wsis  so  particular  in  taking  the  cattle  away  from  them.  They 
thought  it  legitimate  prey.  I  do  not  think  that  there  is  now  in  Cameron 
County  one-fifth  of  the  stock  that  there  was  eight  years  ago.  But  a 
great  deal  of  it  is  owing  to  this  fact.  In  winter  time,  during  the  north- 
ers, the  eattle  used  to  come  down  from  the  settlements  above  the  Nueces 
into  Cameron  County,  into  what  we  call  the  sands ;  but  now,  on  account 
of  the  stealing  from  both  sources,  both  by  cow-boys  in  Texas  and  by 
raiders  in  Mexico,  these  cattle  are  kept  from  coming  into  Cameron 
County,  so  that  there  is  scarcely  any  stock  there.  It  is  pretty  hard  to 
say  what  proportion  of  it  has  been  stolen,  but  I  should  think  that  hardly 
one-fourth  of  the  quantity  of  stock  is  left  in  the  county, 

Q.  Were  there  at  one  time  a  great  number  of  cattle  killed  for  their 
hides? — A.  Yes,  and  there  is  yet  a  great  deal.  People  are  complaining 
today  just  as*niuch  as  they  ever  did  of  cattle  being  stolen  and  killed 
for  their  hides  and  tallow.  The  markets  of  Brownsville  and  Matamoros 
are  supplied  to-day  with  meat  from  cattle  killed  in  the  chaparral  and 
dried  and  taken  there  and  sold. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  Cavallo Blanco? — A.  By  reputation. 
He  used  to  be  in  Brownsville  nine  or  ten  years  ago,  but  since  then  his 
operations  have  been  farther  up  the  country. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  a  law  in  Tamaulipas  as  to  reclaim- 
ing stolen  stock  there,  and  which  requires  that  the  brands  shall  be 
recorded  in  Tamaulipas! — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  such 
law  there.  Jf  a  man  from  this  side  wants  to  claim  property,  all  that  he 
has  to  do  is  to  prove  his  property,  and  he  gets  it  without  the  necessity  of 
his  brand  being  recorded.  Several  instances  have  occurred  lately  where 
property  has  been  returned  without  any  trouble  at  all. 

Q.  Is  there  lately  a  better  state  of  feeling  in  that  respect  ? — A.  Yes, 
sir;  I  know  that  myself,  for  I  have  assisted  in  getting  back  property, 
and  I  found  that  the  people  on  the  other  side  did  all  that  they  could  to 
assist  me:  but  at  the  time  that  Cortina  was  there  every  obstacle  was 
thrown  in  the  way.    They  would  not  flatly  refuse  you,  but  you  could 
not  do  anything.    They  would  send  you  from  one  officer  to  another 
and   the  result  would   be   that  you   could   not   do   anything  at   all. 
Some  hides   with    Texas    brands   were  in   Matamoros,   and  I   heard 
of  them   being  there  and  went  over  to  get  a  look  at  them   to  see 
whose  they  were  and  whether  there  was  any  chance  to  reclaim  any 
of  them.    In  the  first  place  I  went  to  the  custom-house,  as  I  under- 
stood that  they  had  been  seized  by  custom-officers,  and   there  I  was 
told  that  they  were  in  the  hands  of  a  man  who  kept  the  hide-yard 
there  and  that  I  would  have  to  get  permission  from  him  to  see  them. 
I  went  to  him  and  he  said  that  I  must  get  a  permit  from   the  collector 
of  customs.    In  this  way  I  was  sent  from  one  to  the  other,  and  finally  I 
went  to  the  guarida  where  they  were,  and  asked  to  be  allowed  to  look  at 
the  brands.    TVi^y  t^liw^^^  to  ^\iCi^  l\jkA«v  to  me  unless  I  got  an  order 
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from  a  certain  judge.  I  weut  to  the  judge  wbo  said  that  I  did  not  need 
any  order  but  that  I  could  go  back  and  look  at  them.  I  went  back  but 
I  could  neither  look  at  the  bides  nor  see  the  brands,  nor  get  any 
information  about  them,  and  so  I  gave  the  thing  up  in  disgust  and  left. 

Q.  Has  your  experience  been  only  in  Cameron  County,  or  has  it  been 
higher  up  the  river? — A.  I  have  some  experience  in  portions  of  Hidalgo 
County,  but  my  experience  has  mostly  been  in  the  lower  part  of  the 
Rio  Grande. 

Adjourned. 


TESTIMONY  OF  WILLIAM  H.  RUSSELL. 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  1, 1878. 
Examination  of  William  H.  Russell,  of  Brownsville,  Tex. 

By  Mr.  Schleicher: 

Question.  Do  you  hold  any  official  position  f — Answer.  I  am  city  attor- 
of  Brownsville;  1  have  been  district  judge  and  State  senator  for  the  Rio 
Grande  district. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  lived  at  Brownsville! — A,  Since  1870. 

Q.  State  what  your  experience  has  been  during  that  time  in  reference 
to  raids  from  Mexico  into  Texas. — A.  There  has  been  during  most  of  this 
time  a  predatory  warfare  by  Mexicans  against  the  property  of  Texans. 
It  w^s  carried  on  upon  such  an  extensive  scale,  and  with  such  apparent 
organization,  as  to  warrant  the  belief  that  it  was  with  the  knowledge, 
if  not  connivance,  of  the  Mexican  authorities.  These  raids  were  mostly 
for  the  purpose  of  stealing  cattle,  but  many  of  the  most  wanton  and 
cruel  murders  were  committed  by  the  marauding  parties,  when  neces- 
sary to  accomplish  their  object  or  to  prevent  discovery.  There  have 
been  instances  when  the  incursions  or  raids  were  for  the  sole  purpose,  « 
apparently,  of  committing  murder.  United  States  custom-houses  have 
been  invaded,  post-offices  sacked  and  burned,  the  wealth  of  the  country 
destroyed,  citizens  killed  on  the  highway  and  in  the  presence  of  their 
families,  and  women  violated,  on  the  Rio  Grande  border  below  Laredo 
in  Webb  County,  to  such  an  extent  and  in  such  manner  as  to  challenge 
belief.  I  am  not  prepared  to  give  data ;  the  instances  are  so  many,  and 
at  the  time  occurring  so  rapidly,  that  it  is  impossible  to  detail  them 
from  memory.  I  have  read  the  report  of  a  committee  of  citizens  of 
Brownsville  made  April  17, 1875,  and  examined  the  list  of  outrages  given 
in  such  report,  and  find  thab  it  states  substantially  and  quit'C  accurately 
the  history  of  the  troubles  of  our  border.  This  report  is  published  in 
Report  No.  343,  44th  Congress,  1st  session.  House  of  Representatives, 
pages  50-59.  I  have  also  just  received  by  mail  from  Governor  Hub- 
bard certified  copies  of  the  evidence  of  two  Mexican  gentlemen,  to  wit, 
Col.  Santos  Benavides  and  Capt.  Refugio  Benavides,  taken  by  a  joint 
committeeof  the  legislature  of  Texas  in  1875,  and  which  may  be  of  some 
service  to  this  committee.  For  many  years,  and  until  quite  recently,  an 
almost  organized  war  by  a  great  number  of  the  Mexican  population 
against  the  border  inhabitants  of  Texas  has  existed.  But  a  few  days,  at 
any  one  time  during  this  period,  elapsed  without  our  community  being 
startled  by  the  news  of  the  killing  of  citizens,  and  the  driving  of  cattle 
into  Mexico  by  the  robbers.  The  droves  of  cattle  so  stolen  have  been 
of  all  sizes,  estimated  at  times  to  be  as  high  as  live  hundred  in  number, 
and  were  easily  passed  over  the  Rio  Grande  at  almost  any  point.  dv^<aww\. 
from  the  large  settlements.    They  have  at  Ivm^^  b^^w  v^^^^^  ^"^  ^^^  \sftsfit 
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some  of  the  ranches  on  the  Texas  side,  the  Mexican  residents  being 
afraid  to  give  the  alarm,  knowing  that  it  would  certainly  result  in  their 
being  kille<l  at  no  distant  time.  I  do  not  remember  of  any  organized 
raid  since  the  one  upon  the  county  jail  at  Rio  Grande  City  in  Angast 
last. 

Q.  Were  you  there  at  the  time  that  raid  took  place  f — A.  I  was  in 
Brownsville  and  know  the  parties  who  were  injured.  The  jail  was  at- 
tacked at  a  very  early  hour  in  the  morning,  say  one  or  two  o'clock;  the 
jailer  was  shot  as  he  was  running  to  give  the  alarm,  and  the  county  at- 
torney, whose  office  and  sleeping  apartment  was  over  the  jail,  was  shot 
seriously  while  standing  on  the  balcony  inquiring  as  to  the  cause  of 
the  disturbance.  I  know  the  county  attorney  well.  Both  of  the  parties 
recovered,  but  the  latter  is  permanently  injured. 

Q.  What  was  the  immediate  cause  of  that  meeting  of  citizens  in  1S75! 
— A.  The  disturbed  and  exposed  condition  of  the  country ;  the  devasta- 
tion caused  by  a  recent  raid  as  far  to  the  interior  as  the  Nneces  River, 
a  distance  of  about  160  miles ;  general  alarm  and  apprehenson  of  moch 
larger  raids,  rumors  that  such  were  in  contemplation  being  prevalent 
at  the  time;  and  misrepresentations  of  Mr.  Mariscal,  Mexican  minister 
at  Washington,  about  matters  on  the  Kio  Grande  frontier.  The  object 
of  the  meeting  was  to  call  the  attention  of  the  people  at  large  to  our  con- 
dition and  to  solicit  personal  protection  from  our  government.  I  was 
absent  at  the  time,  but  know  that  the  report  referred  to  truthfnlly  rep- 
resents the  feelings  and  condition  of  our  people. 

Q.  What  was  the  former  state  of  the  country  in  reference  to  wealth 
In  stock  and  cattle  compared  to  what  it  is  at  present  ? — A.  Formerly 
the  stock-raiser  was  in  independent  circumstances ;  now  nearly  all  within 
one  hundred  miles  of  the  river  are  comparatively  impoverished.  In  the 
winter  of  1874,  an  American  and  two  Mexicans,  all  citizens  of  Texas, 
were  indicted  in  the  district  court  of  Cameron  County,  upon  a  charge 
of  hanging  two  Mexicans  near  the  city  of  Brownsville.  I  was  employed 
to  assist  the  State's  attorney  in  the  prosecution ;  it  was  a  prominent 
trial  in  our  section,  and  upon  it  the  condition  of  the  country  was  fiilly 
disclosed.  The  evidence  for  the  prosecution  was  mainly  circumstantial, 
and  the  theory  set  up  by  the  defense  was  that  the  Mexicans  were  bang 
by  cattle-thieves  or  raiders.  Under  this  theory  or  defense  the  history  and 
extent  of  the  operations  of  the  raiders  was  extensively  given  in  open 
court  by  many  witnesses,  such  as  A.  Glaevecke,  the  clerk,  and  James 
G.  Browne,  the  sheriff,  gentlemen  who  had  resided  for  a  quarter  of  a 
century  in  that  section,  and  were  posted  in  all  of  its  history  since  the 
first  American  settlement  there.  Also  many  Mexican  rancheros  living 
in,  and  citizens  of,  Texas,  all  respectable  and  good  citizens,  and  who  had 
suffered  severely  in  the  destruction  of  their  property.  The  substance  of 
the  evidence  of  all  these  witnesses  was  that  the  country  was  constantly 
infested  by  bands  of  mounted  and  armed  Mexicans  froin  Mexico,  who 
were  engaged  in  killing  whomsoever  they  encountered  and  driving  off 
cattle;  that  within  a  very  short  time,  from  the  ranches  within  fifty 
miles  of  the  river,  the  depredations  upon  stock  had  been  so  great  that 
scarcely  ten  per  cent,  of  the  cattle-wealth  then  existed.  As  to  the 
extent  of  these  depredations  I  believed  then,  and  still  think,  this  testi- 
mony was  correct.  The  papers  heretofore  referred  to,  being  copies  of 
the  evidence  of  the  Benavides  brothers,  show  that  in  the  vicinity  of 
Laredo  about  one-fourth  of  the  cattle-wealth  had  not  been  left.  I  have 
personally  observed  a  great  and  constant  diminution  in  the  number  of 
cattle.  It  was  exceedingly  common,  for  years  at  a  time,  to  hear  well  an- 
theuticated  reports  of  droves  of  from  one  to  five  hundred  bead  of  cattle 
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beiDg  carried  over  the  Eio  Grande  into  Mexico.  Such  reports  and  rob- 
beries became  so  common  that  they  ceased  almost  to  be  a  matter  of 
surprise. 

Q.  Then  it  is  a  fact  of  public  history  that  the  country  was  thickly 
stocked  with  cattle  at  one  time,  whereas  now  it  is  without  stock,  or  with 
very  little  stock  ? — A.  It  is  so,  sir.  In  the  immediate  Rio  Grande 
country  there  are  but  few  cattle  left. 

Q.  State  the  common  observation  and  appearance  of  the  people  there, 
and  the  history  of  that  country  in  that  respect. — A.  It  is  a  common  thing 
to  find  parties  who  a  few  years  since  had  considerable  stock,  and  now  have 
none.  It  is  well  known  that  seven  or  eight  years  since  the  great  prairies 
near  the  Rio  Grande  were  well  stocked  with  cattle;  but  now  the  traveler 
in  a  day's  journey  will  see  but  few,  whereas  formerly  he  would  see  thou- 
sands. For  about  one  hundred  miles  back  from  the  river  there  has  been 
almost  a  total  destruction  of  the  cattle- wealth.  This  I  have  learned  from 
observation  as  a  resident  there,  and  in  my  intercourse  with  the  people 
as  a  practicing  lawyer. 

Q.  Have  not  .facts  of  the  great  losses  by  owners  and  families  come 
before  you  during  your  term  of  office  as  judge  there f— A.  Yes;  fre- 
quently. 

Q.  Do  you  know  any  thing  personally  about  the  cattle  that  were  crossed 
at  Las  Cuevas  when  Captain  McNally  had  a  fight  there! — A.  As  to 
the  crossing  of  the  cattle  into  Mexico,  I  know  nothing,  but  from  circum- 
stances transpiring  afterward,  such  is  a  fact.  I  was  at  Rio  Grande  City 
at  the  time  attending  court,  about  twenty  miles  above  Las  Cuevas. 
After  the  tight  Captain  McNally  came  up  to  Rio  Grande  City,  which  is 
on  the  river  opposite  Camargo,  this  ))lace  being  about  four  miles  back 
from  the  river.  He  there  had  several  interviews  with  parties  from  Ca- 
margo, and  informed  me  that  he  was  to  receive  the  cattle  on  the  Mexican 
bank  of  the  river;  by  his  invitation  I  went  with  him  to  the  ferry,  when 
the  captain  passed  over  with  some  of  his  men  and  received  the  cattle, 
some  70  head,  I  think.  I  saw  them  received  and  crossed  back  into 
Texas. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  from  whom  he  received  them  f — A.  From  the  au- 
thorities of  Camargo;  the  officer,  or  person  in  charge  of  them,  and  mak- 
ing the  actual  delivery,  1  do  not  know. 

Q.  He  was  dealing  with  the  mayor,  or  alcalde  of  Camargo? — A.  Yes, 
with  the  mayor,  or,  as  known  among  the  Mexicans,  presidente  del  ayunta- 
miento,  and  his  agents.     His  name  is  Diego  Garcia. 

Q.  He  was  the  one  whom  McNally  had  this  arrangement  with  about 
returning  the  cattle? — A.  I  so  understood.  It  was  an  acknowledged 
fact  that  the  cattle  were  delivered  by  the  civil  authorities  of  Camargo. 

Q.  Were  you  in  Brownsville  when  General  Benavides  was  there  ? — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  get  acquainted  with  him  ? — A.  I  only  met  him  casually. 
I  never  had  any  conversation  with  him. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  circumstances  under  which  he 
left  Matamorost — A.  Only  fiom  street  talk,  public  rumor. 

Q.  What  was  the  public  rumor? — A.  It  was  to  the  effect  that  he  left 
because  of  some  disagreement  between  himself  and  General  Canales, 
growing  out  of  the  disposition  of  General  Benavides  to  meet  the  demands 
of  our  authorities  for  the  extradition  of  the  parties  who  had  made  the 
raid  upon  the  Rio  Grande  City  jail.  It  was  understood  that  Benavides 
and  Canales,  who  was  the  Mexican  commander  at  Matamoros,  had  some 
hot  or  unfriendly  talk  about  the  matter,  and  that  arising  oat  of  vt^ 
Benavides  had  left  Matamoros  and  come  lo  ^to^\i^N^*^« 
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Q.  Do  you  recollect  at  what  time  of  the  day  or  night  he  came! — A.  I 
do  not  know,  but  it  was  generally  understood  that  he  came  in  the  night 

Q.  Was  it  regarded  as  a  flight  from  over  there! — A.  It  was  so  under- 
stood. 

Q.  In  what  manner  are  these  raids  and  the  other  crimes  which  are 
committed  on  the  American  side  of  the  Eio  Grande  treated  by  the  local 
courts  and  authorities  in  Mexico  ? — A.  With  very  few  exceptions  they 
are  treated  as  if  the  parties  had  been  merely  seizing  their  legitimate 
prey. 

Q.  Do  the  local  courts  there  take  cognizance  of  such  crimen,  as  crimes 
which  come  under  their  jurisdiction,  witha  view  of  punishing  them  and 
preventing  them  ! — A.  I  have  never  known  an  instance  of  it. 

Q.  How  many  were  engaged  in  that  raid  on  the  Rio  Gmnde  City 
jail  T — A.  It  has  been  variously  estimated  at  from  nine  to  fifteen. 

Q.  How  many. prisoners  were  released  by  them! — A.  Two — Segundo 
Garza,  confined  on  a  charge  of  murder,  and  Miguel  Espronceda,  confined 
on  a  charge  of  theft  of  a  horse  in  Guerrero,  Mexico,  and  bringing  the 
stolen  horse  into  Texas. 

Q.  Both  the  raiders  and  prisoners  were  claimed  by  our  authorities 
from  the  Mexican  authorities  ! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  were  delivered  up! — A.  The  escaped  prisoner  Espron- 
ceda and  two  of  the  raiders — three  in  all. 

Q.  Was  it  known  why  these  three  were  singled  out  and  none  of  the 
others  arrested  ! — I  do  not  know.  It  was  claimed  that  those  were  all 
that  could  be  arrested.  They  were  delivered  very  late  at  night,  near 
about  twelve  o'clock,  on  the  bank  of  the  river  at  Brownsville,  to  the 
sheriff  of  Starr  County,  after  repeated  demands  by  the  district  judge, 
and  after,  as  it  was  generally  understood,  orders  from  the  Central  Gk)v- 
ernment  of  Mexico. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  consider  that  extradition  treaty  as  being  a  remedy 
for  the  punishment  of  these  crimes! — A.  With  these  people  it  is  no 
remedy  at  all,  and  does  not  apply  to  the  parties  committing  these  raids. 

Q.  You  are  aware  that  the  treatj^  only  refers  to  persons  living  in 
Texas,  and  who  are  fugitives  from  justice  ! — ^A.  There  is  a  stipulation  iu 
the  treaty  that  neither  of  the  contracting  parties  shall  be  bound  to  de- 
liver up  its  own  citizens. 

Q.  You  do  not  look  upon  the  extradition  treaty  as  being  a  remedy 
for  the  punishment  of  Mexican  raiders  who  live  iu  Mexico  and  commit 
crime  in  Texas  ! — A.  I  do  not.    it  does  not  apply  to  such  case^. 

By  Mr.  Forney  : 

Q.  It  is  discretionary  with  the  Mexican  authorities  whether  they  sur- 
render them  or  not ! — A.  It  is  a  mattef  of  discretion  with  the  central 
government.  The  local  authorities  or  agents  of  extradition  have  no 
such  power. 

By  Mr.  Schleicher  : 

Q.  Consequently  the  treaty  is  no  remedy  in  such  cases! — A.  It  is  not, 
in  my  judgment.  Mexicans  may  be  delivered  as  an  act  of  international 
comity,  as  in  the  case  mentioned,  and  may  be  demanded  on  the  same 
ground,  when  the  crime  is  of  such  a  grave  character  that  the  shielding 
of  the  criminal  would  jeopardize  the  friendly  relations  between  the  two 
powers.    There  is  no  treaty  obligation. 

Q.  Can  you  fixplain  in  what  manner  our  commanding  general,  the 
governor  of  Texas,  or  the  judge  there  could  be  made  to  believe  that  was 
the  remedy  ! — A.  I  do  not  know  that  they  believed  so,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, I  think  t\ie»deim^\i^%  Q.lQcQ.N^^\iQ.x  &\sAi\a«.td  for  the  raiders  on  the 
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Rio  Grande  City  jail  was  with  the  qnaliflcation,  "  if  they  be  not  citizens  of 
Mexico;"  that  was  the  idea,  the  words  I  do  not  remember.  The  demand 
of  the  judge  was  peremptory  for  all  the  raiders,  and  properly  so,  I  think, 
as  he  was  not  bonnd  and  could  not  be  held  to  know  of  what  country 
they  were  citizens.  If  they  were  Mexican  citizens  it  was  a  matter  ot 
defense  which  they  could  plead  against  any  proceedings  under  the  ex- 
tradition treaty.  I  think  it  was  proper  to  make  the  demand  without 
qualification  and  let  them  set  their  citizenship  up  as  a  defeuse,  which,  if 
proven,  under  my  view,  would  bar  any  further  proceedings  on  the  part 
of  the  local  agents  under  the  treaty.  In  the  case  of  the  three  parties 
spoken  of  this  defense  was  set  up.  The  return  of  the  escaped  prisoner 
Espronceda  was  urged  on  the  ground  that,  although  a  Mexican  citizen, 
our  jurisdiction  had  already  attached  and  he  was  properly  in  the  custody 
of  our  civil  authorities  when  he  was  forcibly  released  from  the  jail  of 
Starr  Oounty.  The  demand  for  the  two  raiders  was  .insisted  upon  on 
the  ground  that  their  attack  upon  the  couuty  jail,  the  shooting  of  the 
county  attorney  and  jailer,  was  assaulting  a  part  of  the  machinery  of  our 
government,  and  consequently  the  sovereign  itself;  that,  if  assumed  by 
Mexico,  it  was  an  act  of  war,  and  the  refusal  to  surrender  the  raiders 
would  necessarily  be  considered  as  a  hostile  act,  incompatible  with  that 
comity  which  should  exist  between  two  friendly  nations.  The  demand 
for  the  raiders  was  also  insisted  upon  on  the  ground  that  the  oflfense  com- 
mitted by  them  rendered  them  outlaws  and  common  enemies  of  man- 
kind, which  position  is,  I  think,  sustained  by  writers  on  international  law. 
The  judge  and  governor  took  the  broad  and  correct  ground  that  Mex- 
ico must  surrender  these  men,  or  that  the  failure  to  do  so  would  be  re- 
garded as  assuming  the  responsibility  of  that  crime  by  the  Mexican 
Government.  The  men  were  delivered,  not  by  the  machinery  of  the  ex- 
tradition treaty,  but  by  the  soldiery  of  the  Mexican  Government,  under 
orders  of  the  de facto  President.  I  do  not  pretend  to  give  exactly  the 
position  taken,  but  have  stated  it  substantially,  and  do  so  to  show  that 
the  governor  and  the  judge  in  their  action  did  not  mistake  the  scope  of 
the  treaty.    I  do  not  know  the  view  held  by  the  commanding  general. 

Q.  Then  you  say  that  the  extradition  treaty  is  no  eflBcient  remedy 
because  it  does  not  apply  to  Mexicans;  in  other  words,it  does  not  apply 
to  one  case  in  a  hundred  of  the  offenses  that  are  committed  there! — A. 
It  does  not  apply  to  crimes  committed  by  Mexican  citizens,  and  in  cases 
where  demand  can  be  made  under  the  treaty  it  is  generally  disregarded. 
Parties  are  sometimes,  but  very  seldom,  extradited,  and  the  extradition, 
when  it  does  happen,  has  more  the  appearance  of  caprice  than  a  response 
to  the  demands  of  justice  and  law.  If  it  suits  the  pleasure  of  the  local 
authorities  the  treaty  is  observed ;  otherwise,  it  is  not. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  known  a  single  case  where  a  Mexican  residing  in 
Mexico  was  punished  there  for  a  crime  committed  in  Texas  f — A.  I  have 
never  heard  of  such  a  case. 

Q.  Is  it  possible  that  such  a  state  of  things  can  exist,  as  that  on  one 
side  of  a  river  there  is  a  community  where  there  is  no  punishment  for 
any  crime  committed  on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  with  a  dense  popu- 
lation like  that  of  Tamaulipas ;  where  there  are  no  courts  to  punish  such 
offenses,  and  where  practically  there  is  no  law  to  punish  murder,  rob- 
bery, or  other  crimes  committed  across  the  river  ?  Can  such  a  state  of 
things  possibly  continue,  unless  our  people  submit  to  being  ruined  and 
despoiled  forever?— A.  Such  a  state  of  things  does  exist  and  has  ex- 
isted for  many  years  past,  but  cannot  continue  much  longer  without 
ruin  to  our  people,  dishonor  upon  our  government,  and  it  would  soon  re- 
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Bult  in  our  people  asserting  in  the  most  positive  manner  the  right  of  self- 
defense. 

Q.  What  is  >our  opinion  as  to  what  the  remedy  should  be  ? — A.  Be- 
lieving,  as  I  do,  that  the  National  Government  of  Mexico,  no  matter 
how  well  disp<»sed  it  may  be  (if  it  is  so  disposed,  which  I  do  not  believe}, 
is  entire'y  unable  to  restrain  its  lawless  citizens  or  execute  any  order  oi 
the  border  that  it  may  make  which  is  distasteful  to  the  populace,  mr 
idea  is  that  immediate  force  is  the  only  speedy  but  temporary  remedy. 
This  force  might  be  brought  to  bear  by  capturing  the  border  towns  and 
holding  them  until  fugitive  criminals  are  delivered  up  for  punishment, 
or  b>  an  army  of  occupation  or  observation  stationed  iu  all  such  towns. 
While  this  would  give  us  prompt  and  timely  relief,  it  would  last  only  so 
long  as  this  force  was  rigorously  applied  ;  it  would,  however,  be  expen- 
sive, and  would  certainly  very  soon  produce  war.     The  i>ermanent  rem- 
edy can  only  be  reached  by  connecting  our  border  with  the  metropolis 
and  interior  of  the  State  by  two  or  more  railroads  intersecting  the  Rio 
Grande  at  dififereut  points,  which  would  cause  such  emigration  to  that 
section  and  till  the  valley  of  the  river  with  such  a  population  that  these 
disturbances  would  be  no  longer  possible.   The  valley  of  the  river  would 
support  a  very  large  population.    This,  in  my  judgment,  is  the  most 
practical  and  enduring  relief  that  could  be  extended,  and  the  most  eco- 
nomical to  the  United  States.    The  next  best  method  of  extending  relief 
would  be  the  establishing  of  a  protectorate  over  Mexico  until  such  time 
as  that  government  should  learn  to  respect  the  rights  of  its  neighbors. 
The  merely  following  of  the  raiders  over  the  river  cannot  amount  to 
much,  as  they  could  not  be  caught  by  our  troops  unless  by  the  merest 
accident.    Once  in  Mexico,  they  could  not  be  identified,  and  besides 
nearly  the  whole' populace  would  combine  to  screen  and  protect  tbem. 
There  are  many  good  Mexican  citizens  along  the  Mexican  line  of  the 
frontier,  who  are  opposed  to  this  spoliation  of  our  border,  but  they  are 
largely  in  the  minority  and  powerless  for  good. 

Q.  Their  State  courts  take  no  cognizance  of  these  crimes  ? — A.  I  nex& 
heard  of  their  doing  so. 

Q.  The  central  government  has  no  power  to  punish  them  and  conse* 
quently  does  not  punish  them  If — A.  It  does  not  punish  them.  I  do  not 
think  it  has  either  the  power  or  disposition  to  do  so. 

Q.  Consequently  all  these  crimes  committed  in  Texas  for  the  last  10 
or  12  years  remain  unpunished  ? — A.  It  is  so,  sn*,  except  in  a  few  cslsh^ 
by  our  own  courts,  when  some  of  these  criminals  happen  to  be  captured 
on  our  side. 

Q.  So  that  their  authorities,  either  local  or  federal,  do  not  punish 
them? — A.  They  do  not.  It  would  be  a  very  difficult  matter  to  induce 
a  Mexican  court  to  think  that  it  was  a  punishable  offense  for  a  Mexican 
to  kill  or  rob  an  American  ;  and  should  such  a  conclusion  be  reached  I 
do  not  think  the  rabble,  in  its  present  temper,  would  i)ermit  the  iuflictioH 
of  punishment. 

Q.  Then  there  is  no  alternative,  except  that  our  government  shall 
punish  them,  or  that  they  shall  remain  unpunished  altogether  ? — A.  Oar 
government  must  take  charge  of  the  matter,  or  we  will  have  to  submit 
to  it,  until  such  time  as  the  patience  of  the  people  of  Texas  is  entirely 
exhausted. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  a  new  treaty  would  remedy  the  evil  f — A.  I  de 
not  think  so.  My  observation  is  that  the  Mexicans  execute  or  disregard 
treaty  obligations  at  pleasure. 

Q.  Suppose  a  treaty  were  made  very  stringent,  which  would  provide 
for  the  punishment  of  such  cases,  do  you  think  that  the  central  govern- 
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ment  coald  enforce  it? — A.  I  think  it  could  not — it  would  be  evaded  in 
some  way.  i 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  the  local  authorities  and  the  people  who  live 
there  would  enforce  it  t — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  These  local  authorities  would  be  the  parties  to  execute  the  treaty  ? — 
A.  Naturally  so. 

Q.  And  so  you  think  there  is  no  remedy  by  a  new  treaty  f — A.  I  do 
not  see  how  the  case  can  be  met  in  that  way.  Of  course  a  treaty  could 
be  made  providing  the  remedy.  The  difficulty  is  in  the  execution  of  it. 
Force  on  the  part  of  our  government  would  be  necessary  to  secure  its 
observation.  The  making  of  a  treaty  would  be  merely  postponing  mat- 
ters which  call  for  immediate  adjustment.  The  Mexican  idea  is,  do 
nothing  to-day ;  everything  and  anything  is  promised  for  tomorrow. 
In  my  opinion,  and  it  is  the  common  judgment  on  the  frontier,  their 
local  courts  make,  unmake,  and  disregard  laws  at  will. 

Q.  Were  you  in  Brownsville  at  the  time  that  they  had  fighting  about 
the  possession  of  Matamoros,  between  the  Lerdo  party  and  the  Diaz 
party  ? — A.  At  the  time  of  the  first  fight,  when  Diaz  personally  entered 
Matamoros,!  was  not  in  Brownsville — I  was  attending  court  up  the  river. 
Afterward,  the  Diaz  party  by  some  means  was  indfuced  to  evacuate,  and 
General  Escobedo  of  the  Lerdo  army  entered.  He  left  General  Kevueltas 
in  command.  During  the  subsequent  fighting  over  the  possession  of 
Matamoros  I  was  at  Brownsville. 

Q.  Eevueltas,  the  Lerdo  general,  was  inside  and  Cortina  was  outside? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  For  what  government  was  Cortina  ? — A.  Diaz,  the  present  govern- 
ment. 

Q.  Dave  any  of  these  forced  loans  levied  upon  American  merchants 
at  Matamoros  ever  come  to  your  knowledge  ? — A.  They  have.  I  remem- 
ber the  case  of  Mr.  Francisco  Yturria,  whose  store  was  beneath  the 
American  consulate,  and  was  broken  open  by  order  of  Kevueltas  and 
goods  and  merchandise  taken  out,  of  the  supposed  value  of  the  money 
exacted,  which  were  afterward  sold  at  public  auction  by  the  Kevueltas 
authorities.  Mr.  John  Cross  was  served  in  a  similar  manner,  and  there 
were  several  other  instances  which  I  do  not  now  remember.  In  fact, 
during  the  rule  of  Kevueltas  in  Matamoros,  in  1876,  all  the  American 
merchants  were  compelled  to  pay  these  loans.  Those  who  did  not  pay 
under  protest,  their  stores  were  broken  open  and  plundered,  as  in  the 
instances  cited. 

Q.  Are  you  familiar  with  the  system  of  forced  loans  ? — A.  By  com- 
mon rumor,  and  information  from  those  who  have  suffered,  I  am. 

Q.  Are  they  not  of  very  common  occurrence  ? — A.  Quite  so. 

Q.  They  are  part  of  the  revolutionary  system  t — A.  Generally  revolu- 
tions subsist  by  them.  The  first  thing  a  successful  partisan  does  on  cap- 
turing a  town  is  to  impose  his  arbitrary  tax  and  enforce  its  collection. 
This  is  a  general  rule ;  but  in  the  Diaz  revolution  of  1876  I  do  not  re- 
member of  such  a  tax  being  exacted.  They  were  imposed  and  collected 
under  the  Lerdo  government  by  Kevueltas  when  he  pleased,  the  consul 
at  Matamoros  objecting;  but  Lieutenant-Colonel  Devin,  commanding 
our  land  forces,  and  Commander  Johnson,  of  the  Navy,  so  far  as  the 
general  public  or  the  parties  injured  know,  never  interested  themselves. 
The  general  belief,  from  their  acts,  was  that  they  sided  with  Kevueltas. 

Q.  Has  your  attention  ever  been  called  to  the  Zona  Libre  ? — A.  Sim- 
ply as  a  resident  on  our  frontier  I  have  noticed  its  effects.  It  comprises 
a  belt  of  country*  some  few  miles  in  width,  extending  along  the  Kio  Grande 
from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  as  high  up  as  Laredo^  avi^  -^xW^^Vx^^^O^^J^ 
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which  foreign  goods  may  be,  and  are,  introduced  free  of  dntj.    When 
they  pass  beyond  this  line  to  the  interior  of  Mexico  duties  are  exacted. 

Q.  What  are  its  effects  t— A.  It  has  affected  very  injuriously  the  local 
trade  of  our  towns,  by  transferring  much  of  it  to  the  Mexican  towns, 
where  the  merchants  can  sell  their  goods,  less  the  amount  of  duties, 
cheaper  than  our  merchants.  It  has  a  demoralizing  effect,  because  of 
its  tendency  or  the  inducement  it  has  created.  This  ioducement  is  the 
low  price  of  goods,  creating  a  desire  to  bring  them  to  the  Texas  side  in 
disregard  of  the  United  States  revenue  laws, commonly  called  smugghng. 

Q.  Have  you  been  up  and  down  the  Rio  Grande  frequently  ? — A.  Yes, 
as  far  up  as  Laredo,  generally  about  three  times  a  year  for  the  past 
seven  years. 

Q.  On  both  sides! — A.  No,  sir;  1  have  been  frequently  at  all  the 
towns  in  Mexico,  within  that  distance,  but  have  never  traveled  the 
road  on  the  Mexican  side. 

Q.  Is  smuggling  considered  anything  wrong  along  the  river! — A.  It 
is  not  considered  criminal — a  party  being  caught  at  it  is  deemed  unfor- 
tunate, that  is  all. 

Q.  Is  not  the  rule  of  mercantile  business  along  the  Rio  Grande  smug- 
gling, and  is  not  the  payment  of  duties  the  exception  ? — A.  I  do  not 
know  much  about  mercantile  business,  and  could  not  indorse  such  a 
wholesale  charge  as  that  question  implies.  It  is  as  a  general  thing  not 
the  merchant  who  smuggles,  but  parties  making  their  individual  par- 
chases;  this  is  not  thought  wrong,  as  in  doing  so  they  have  the  example 
of  the  United  States  district  judge,  Amos  Morrill,  who  refused  to  pay 
duties  on  hi8  purchases  when  required  by  the  collector.  This  fact,  I  am 
informed,  the  records  of  the  Treasury  Department  will  show. 

Q.  Have  you  never  heard  that  iiiBry  merchant  there  smuggles!— A. 
I  have  heard  it  asserted  that  everybody  smuggles,  but  I  know  families 
who  do  not  and  merchants  who  I  am  satisfied  do  not,  though  the  temp- 
tation to  save  the  duties  is  often  very  great  and  the  force  of  judicial  ex- 
ample in  refusing  to  pay  duties  very  strong.  I  cannot  indorse  the 
assertion. 

Q.  Public  opinion  there  does  not  look  npon  smugglingas  much  outof  the 
way  ! — A.  It  is  not  regarded  as  criminal  at  all.  It  is  d  statutory  offense; 
and  parties  who  make  their  individual  puix^hases  in  Mexico,  and  this  is 
the  class  of  smuggling  which  affects  our  towns,  are  not  much  afraid  of  the 
statute,  when  the  judicial  officer  of  the  United  States  is  alike  culpable. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact  has  not  all  cattle-raising  along  the  river  been 
pretty  much  stopped  as  a  business? — A.  Within  one  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-five miles  of  the  river  it  is  pretty  well  abandoned. 

Q.  Within  that  belt  it  is  not  considered  a  safe  distance  f — A.  It  is  not, 
and  the  depredations  frequently  extended  beyond  that. 

Q.  Are  there  any  which  used  to  be  American  ranches  that  have  been 
broken  upt — A.  Yes,  many. 

Q.  I  see  in  General  Heintzelman's  report  that  he  says  that  at  the  time 
of  the  Cortina  war  all  the  American  ranches  were  broken  up. — A.  I  be- 
lieve it  is  so  stated  in  that  report.  It  is  true — at  least  it  is  accepted  as 
true  in  that  country. 

Q.  And  in  your  time  a  number  have  been  broken  up  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  it  not  looked  upon  as  a  rule  there  that  the  cattle  of  Americans 
were  first  stolen  before  the  cattle  were  taken  off  the  Mexican  ranches!— 
A.  When  these  raids  first  commenced  and  cattle  were  in  abundance, 
this  was  undoubtedly  the  rule,  but  as  the  amount  of  cattle  grew  less, 
they  were,  so  far  as  is  known,  driven  off  without  regard  to  ownership. 
This  discrimination  arose  not  from  complicity  with  the  Mexican  resident) 
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bat  hatred  to  the  American  and  a  natural  sympathy  or  feeling  on  the 
part  of  the  freebooter  for  men  of  his  own  race.  Our  Mexican  resident 
population,  who  are  citizens,  are  generally  hard-working  and  industrious 
people,  obedient  to  the  law,  submissive  to  authority,  and  in  all  respects 
faithful  to  their  duties  as  citizens. 

Q.  What  is  this  statement  you  have  produced  to  the  committee t — A. 
It  is  certified  copies  of  the  evidence  of  two  Mexican  gentlemen,  citizens 
of  Texas,  who  reside  at  Laredo,  taken  before  a  joint  committee  of  the 
senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the  legislature  of  Texas,  in  1875, 
of  which  committee  I  was  the  chairman,  and  these  copies  were  furnished 
me  by  Governor  Hubbard  at  my  request.  There  was  much  more  evi- 
dence before  that  committee,  but  I  only  asked  for  this  when  I  was  sum- 
moned here,  because  these  gentlemen  are  of  Mexican  origin,  of  high 
character,  information,  and  know  everything  transpiring  in  their  section. 

Q.  Do  you  think  their  statements  deserving  of  full  credit? — A.  En- 
tirely so ;  they  represent  the  state  of  facts  to  that  date,  1875.  Since 
then  the  authorities  of  New  Laredo,  Mexico,  have  not  been  so  obliging; 
for  latterly  many  foul  murders  have  been  committed  in  the  streets  of 
Laredo,  Texas,  the  perpretators  fled  to  Mexico,  and  the  authorities  of 
the  opposite  town  have  utterly  disregarded  the  efforts  of  our  people  to 
bring  them  to  justice.         • 

Q.  Will  you  make  them  part  of  your  testimony  f — A.  Yes. 

[The  statements  are  annexed  to  the  testimony  of  the  witness.] 

By  Mr.  Forney: 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  arrest  and  imprisonment  of  J.  J. 
Smith f— A.  Yes;  I  was  one  of  his  counsel.  About  the  19th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1876,  I  received  a  note  addressed  to  Hon.  Nestor  Maxan  and 
myself,  written  by  the  United  States  vice-consul  at  Matamoros,  stating  it 
was  written  at  the  reque-st  of  Mr.  Smith.  This  note  informed  us  of  the 
arrest  and  requested  us  to  see  him.  We  sought  the  acting  Mexican  vice- 
consul,  Casimiro  Castro,  whom  we  found  in  Brownsville,  and  he  fully 
informed  us  of  the  cause  of  ^Smith's  arrest,  though  he  did  not,  or  professed 
not  at  that  time  to  know  he  had  been  arrested.  He  said  he  was  arrested 
on  the  charge  of  being  a  spy ;  that  he  certainly  would  be  shot,  and  that 
it  would  be  short*  work.  This  naturally  aroused  us,  and  we  solicited  Mr. 
Castro  to  procure  ns  ah  interview  with  Mr.  Smith  that  night  (it  being 
then  late) ;  he  agreed  to  do  so,  and  went  with  us  to  Matamoros  and 
secured  our  entry  into  the  jail. 

We  found  Mr.  Smith  in  a  dark  and  filthy  cell,  adjoining  the  sink,  dis- 
agreeable almost  beyond  description.  From  there  we  went  to  the  com- 
mander of  the  plaza.  Colonel  Christo,  who  promised  us  that  Smith 
should  have  comfortable  quarters  at  once,  but  did  not  keep  his  promise. 
Smith  had  to  remain  all  night  in  the  same  filthy  cell,  without  bed,  chairs, 
or  any  convenience — without  food  or  water  to  drink.  The  next  day, 
however,  he  was  removed  to  more  comfortable  quarters.  The  vice-con- 
sul of  the  United  States,  Mr.  John  Vails,  was  very  active  in  behalf  of 
bis  imprisoned  countryman,  but  could  learn  nothing;  he  was  refused,  on 
his  written  demand,  to  see  the  accusation  against  Smith.  General  Rev- 
neltas,  or  his  subordinate,  assigned  a  lieutenant,  a  very  ignorant  man, 
but  disposed  to  be  clever,  to  conduct  the  proceedings,  under  the  title  of 
^^fiscal^^^  which  means  an  attorney  for  government.  He  went  to  Smitlrs 
cell,  interrogated  him,  and  had  his  answers  written  down.  Smith  asked 
that  his  counsel  be  present;  this  was  refused.  He  asked  to  see  the 
charge  against  him ;  this  was  refused.  He  then  declined  to  sign  the 
statement  written  out ;  was  informed  that  he  viovxl^  V>^  <j,q\s>c^<^<6^  \»^^ 
when  he  signed  under  protest,  in  writing,  aiieom^«A\Y^\i^  \iv^  ^v^jx^x^^ix*^. 
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It  has  been  asserted  by  both  Deviu  and  Bevueltas  that  Smith  was  ar- 
rested at  or  near  the  fortifications ;  this  was  not  true,  which  Deviu  could 
easily«have  learned,  but  he  chose  to  believe  Bevueltas.  Smith  was  ar- 
rested by  a  policeman  on  the  main  plaza  of  the  city,  within  two  hun- 
dred yards  of  the  headquarters  of  Revueltas,  and  fully  one  mile  from 
the  fortifications.  This  was  established  beyond  doubt  by  the  (>olicemaD 
and  others.  After  some  days,  Mr.  Maxan  and  myself,  as  counsel  of  Mr. 
Smith,  were  permitted  to  read  the  charge  against  him  ;  it  consisted  of 
a  letter  of  Castro  written  to  Revueltas  stating  that  he  was  well  informed 
in  Brownsville  that  Smith  was  a  spy, for  aud  tnat  he  was  selling  arms  to 
and  had  visited  Cortina,  who  was  then  besieging  Matamoros.  This  was 
the  substance — not  sworn  to — merely  a  gossiping  letter  giving  rumors. 
Smith  was  a  resident  of  Brownsville — a  county  official  of  Cameron 
County,  Texas.  After  weeks  of  delay,  the  declarations  of  the  parties 
given  by  Castro,  who  would  testify  as  to  the  rumors  given  in  his  letter, 
were  taken,  and  they  disproved  what  he  alleged.  In  the  mean  time, 
Castro  sent  to  Revueltas  what  purported  to  be  the  declarations  of  these 
parties  taken  before  him  as  vice  consul  of  Mexico  at  his  office  in  Browns- 
ville, and  which  were  attached  to  the  record  as  part  of  the  evidence 
against  Smith.  But,  as  counsel  of  Smith,  we  had  those  witnesses 
brought  before  the  ''fiscal"  in  Matamoros,  and,  on  being  confronted 
with  these  purported  declarations  by  Castro,  they  denied  thenx. 

Mr.  Smith  was  not  legally  charged  with  any  illegal  act.  He  could  not 
have  been  guilty.  Spying  upon  and  reporting  the  fortifications  to  Cor- 
tina was  an  absurdity.  Anybody  could  enter  Matamoros  by  the  ferry 
at  Brownsville  or  by  the  gate  ways  in  the  line  of  the  fortifications,  plans 
of  which  were  exhibited  publicly  on  the  walls  of  saloons  in  the  cities  of 
Brownsville  and  Matamoros,  and  were  for  sale  in  both  cities.  And  be- 
sides, Cortina  was  a  resident  of  Matamoros ;  had  fought  both  behind 
and  before  the  breastworks,  and  it  was  well  understood  that  he  was  as 
well  acquainted  with  them  as  with  his  own  house.  The  "fiscal"  col- 
lected his  evidence  ;  we  could  not  get  any  court  ordered  to  try  Smith ; 
finally,  the  matter  was  referred  to  the  federal  judge,  who  held  that  the 
proceedings  were  all  wrong,  when,  instead  of  Smith  being  released,  he 
was  again  cast  into  a  cell,  and  no  one,  for  some  days,  permitted  to  visit 
him.  His  counsel  could  see  him  only  in  the  presence  of  an  officer.  Mr. 
Maxan  and  myself,  in  writing,  certified  to  the  United  States  vice  consul, 
upon  our  honor  as  attorneys  at  law  and  as  gentlemen,  that  there  was 
not  one  line  of  evidence  against  Smith ;  but  Revueltas  refused  to  let  him 
see  the  records.  We  told  Commander  Johnson,  of  the  gunboat  Bravo, 
but  he  refused  to  inquire. 

During  Smith's  imprisonment  General  Ord  visited  Brownsville,  and  I, 
as  one  of  his  counsel  sent  a  note,  signed  by*  many  citizens  of  Cameron 
and  Nueces  Counties,  asking  an  interview  with  him  in  regard  to  Smith's 
case.  The  general  declined  to  receive  the  citizens  on  the  business  the 
interview  was  sought,  but  said  that  he  would  be  glad  to  meet  them  as  gen- 
tlemen if  they  saw  proper  to  call.  They  did  not,  however,  do  so,  though 
one  or  two  may  have  done  so.  The  general  conceived  that  he  did  not 
have  the  right  to  interpose. 

The  action,  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Devin  and  Commander  Johnson 
iga pressed  the  whole  community  at  the  time  that  the  detention  of  Smith 
in  jail  was  agreeable  to  them.  Devin  and  Smith,  before  the  arrest  of 
Smith,  had  some  personal  misunderstanding,  resulting  in  Deviu  order- 
ing Smith  not  to  visit  Fort  Brown  and  to  leave  the  headquarters  where 
he  then  was,  and  this  led  to'  a  newspaper  publication  by  Smith.  Mr. 
Maxan  and  myae\^\iex^T  \i«hd'A.\!k^  covwersation  with  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Devin  about  SmvX.V\,  -a^  ^i6^\i<^\^  itciva.\v\^  %^\jkSswj5L  CL^:^^\\.\s\ssviX.^\sjsa.^^8fiA- 
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ciatioD  with  Eevneltas,  and  expressioDS  of  his  which  reached  us,  that  it 
would  beentirely  U8ele8s,and,  therefore,  I  can  fjiveonly  the  public  impres- 
sion. We  had  several  conversations  with  Commander  Johnson,  and  his 
whole  effort  and  desire,  from  his  arguments,  seemed  to  be  to  sustain  the 
position  of  Revueltas. 

In  view  of  the  action  of  the  military  and  naval  authorities,  and  the 
declination  of  the  commanding  general  to  discuss  Smith's  case  with  a 
body  of  citizens,  there  was  nothing  left  but  to  await  the  pleasure  of 
Eevueltas. 

Early  in  December,  1876,  Revueltas  announced  that  he  would  let  Smith 
out  if  he  would  give  bond  signed  by  residents  of  Matamoros.  This  he 
declined  to  do,  but  insisted  on  a  trial.  Finally,  on  the  7th  of  December, 
I  think,  Smith  was  discharged  on  his  personal  recognizance.  From  the 
19th  of  September  to  the  7th  of  December  this  American  was  confined 
in  the  Mexican  jail,  without  any  formal  charge  or  a  particle  of  evidence 
against  him,  without  protest  on  the  part  of  our  military  and  naval 
authorities  on  the  Rio  Grande.  This  action  has  done  more  to  create  in 
the  minds  of  Mexicans  a  disregard  of  the  rights  of  American  citizens 
and  to  jeopardize  their  personal  liberty,  than  anything  that  has  ever 
happened  on  that  border. 

I  have  just  seen  a  letter*  of  General  Devin,  in  this  committee  room, 
reflecting  upon  the  character  ot  Smith,  and  in  justice  to  him  I  wish  to 
say  that  he  stands  very  well  with  most  of  the  officers  of  the  Army  and 
all  the  people  on  the  Rio  Grande  River,  and  that  in  point  of  intelligence, 
gentlemanly  deportment,  and  personal  honor  he  would  lose  nothing  in 
comparison  with  Devin. 

With  the  hope  that  it  may  lead  to  a  formal  investigation  of  this  mat- 
ter, I  state  to  the  committee  that  a  Mr.  Mayo  can  tell  more  about  the 
action  of  Revueltas,  Devin,  and  Johnson  than  any  one  else.  He  came 
to  the  Rio  Grande  as  the  clerk  of  Captain  Johnson,  on  the  gunboat  Rio 
Bravo — he  subsequently  took  service  with  Revueltas,  and  was  since  on 
the  Rio  Bravo  as  clerk.  He  was  the  interpreter  generally  between 
Revueltas,  Johnson,  and  Devin,  and  can  undoubtedly  disclose  the  true 
and  secret  history  of  Smith's  arrest  and  detention. 

By  Mr.  Schleicher  : 

Q.  Did  Johnson  make  any  statement  to  you  of  how  far  he  thought 
Revueltais  could  go  with  an  American  citizen? — A.  The  night  of 
Mr.  Smith's  arrest,  quite  late  at  night,  Mr.  Maxan  and  myself  found 
Lieutenant-Commander  Johnson  at  the  rooms  of  Mr.  Harris,  an  Ameri- 
can citizen,  in  Matamoros,  when  we  informed  him  of  Smith'rj  arrest;  he, 
in  the  course  of  our  discussion,  told  us  he  had  no  right  to  interfere; 
that  the  city  was  under  martial  law,  and  that  if  Revueltas  was  to  send  a 
file  of  soldiers  to  that  room,  where  we  were,  and  take  Mr.  Maxan  and 
myself  out  and  shoot  us,  neither  he  nor  any  one  else  could  interfere.  It 
is  my  recollection  that  during  this  interview  Johnson  stated  that  he 
knew  Smith  was  to  be  arrested,  but  had  not  heard  of  the  arrest. 

By  Mr.  Forney  : 

Q.  Was  there  any  evidence  tending  to  show  that  Smith  was  a  spy, 
or  that  he  had  committed  any  crime  T — A.  Not  a  particle.  There  was 
not  even  a  formal  charge.  He  was  arrested  on  the  letter  of  Castro  to 
Revueltas,  before  mentioned. 

Q.  You  say  that  Smith  had  gone  there  on  legitimate  business  ? — A 
He  was  a  deputy  iusjiector  of  hides  and  animals  in  Cameron  County, 
and  was  in  Matamoros,  when  arrested,  to  collect  dues  ot  %c^\\i^\y^^\\NSisea. 
of  his  office. 
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Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  arrest  of  the  United  Stat^ 
deputy  marshal  Calloway  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.  During  the  session  of  the 
Federal  court  in  Brownsville,  in  the  fall  of  1876,  Mr.  Calloway  and  W.  E. 
Garland,  deputy  marshals,  Jesse  Dennett,  deputy  clerk  of  United  States 
court,  Mr.  Ivey,  a  United  States  commissioner  from  Starr  County,  and 
Mr.  George  Champion,  I  think,  one  of  the  grand  jurors  of  the  Federal 
court,  were  in  a  saloon  in  Matamoros,  discussing  among  themselves 
Smith's  imprisonment,  whom  they  had  just  visited,  when  some  Mexican 
officers  came  in  from  a  back  room  and  inquired  why  they  were  talking 
about  Smith.  Some  words  passed,  and,  I  think,  some  blows,  when  the 
whole  party  were  arrested  and  carried  off  to  jail.  No  influence  or  rep- 
resentation could  get  them  out.  They  were  all  fined — Calloway  and 
Dennett  8150  each  ;  the  others  $25  each.  It  was  offered  to  prove  that 
the  two  who  were  heavily  fined  had  not  said  a  word  during  the  contro- 
versy in  the  saloon.  The  parties  were  told  that  the  fine  must  be  paid 
or  all  go  to  work  on  the  streets  or  fortiO cations.  The  fines  were  paid. 
It  was  believed  that  the  two  fined  heavily  were  so  fined  because  Callo- 
way was  the  chief  deputy  marshal  of  the  Federal  court,  and  Dennett 
was  the  deputy  clerk. 

Q.  Is  stock  stolen  in  Mexico  and  brought  into  Texas?  If  so,  what  is 
the  practice  of  our  authorities  and  courts  in  regard  to  the  same  t — A.  I 
only  know  of  a  few  instances  where  stock  has  been  stolen  in  Mexico 
and  brought  to  Texas,  and  in  every  case  the  thief  has  been  a  Mexican 
citizen.  We  have  a  statute  punishing  the  bringing  of  stolen  property 
into  our  State,  and  several  have  been  sent  to  the  State  penitentiary. 
The  only  instance  where  more  than  one  has  been  brought  over,  that  1 
remember  of,  was  while  I  was  judge,  in  1872.  An  affidavit  that  prop- 
erty had  been  stolen  in  Mexico  was  made  by  one  Leonidas  Guerra,  be- 
fore a  justice  of  the  peace  in  Cameron  County,  upon  which  the  justice 
issued  a  warrant  for  the  seizure  of  the  stock  and  arrest  of  the  parties. 
This  warrant  wa«  presented  to  me  and  I  indorsed  it,  so  that  it  could  be 
executed  in  any  county  in  t!ie  State.  The  return  on  the  warrant  shows 
that  it  was  executed  by  a  civil  officer  of  Bee  County,  and  that  thirty-seven 
head  of  stock  wiBre  delivered  to  Guerra.  All  other  instances  are  where 
one  or  two  horses  are  stolen.  The  property  is  always  returned  and  the 
thief  sent  to  the  penitentiary.  The  man  Esproncida,  who  was  one  of 
the  escaped  prisoners  from  Rio  Grande  City  jail,  and  who  was  delivered 
over  to  our  authorities  as  before  recited,  was  of  this  class.  He  was  con 
victed  and  is  now  in  the  penitentiary.  For  the  past  eight  years  this- 
has  been  the  invariable  rule. 

Affidavit  of  Col.  Santos  Benavides. 

Col.  Santos  Benavides,  being  swoni.  says :  My  iiarao  is  Santos  Benavides.  I  live 
in  Laredo,  Webb  County,  Texas;  have  lived  there  all  my  life — fifty-one  years.  1  held 
the  position  of  colonel  in  the  Confederate  Array  in  the  late  war,  and  for  considerable 
time  had  command  of  the  entire  line  on  the  Rio  Grande.  Ever  since  the  Confederate 
troops  disbanded,  there  has  been  continual  invasions  in  this  section  by  Mexicans  and 
Indians  from  the  Mexican  side.  These  raids  or  invasions  have  been  ^o  frequent  that  I 
don't  remember  of  any  particularly  notorious  act  or  acts,  when  committed,  &c.»  nor 
the  names  of  parties  engaged  in  them. 

The  prevailing  opinion  along  the  Rio  Grande  is  that  there  is  no  security  for  life  or 
property  ;  it  is  unsafe  to  pass  from  one  town  to  another  without  a  guard ;  the  danger 
is  mostly  from  Mexicans  and  Indians,  and  sometimes  from  citizens.  About  the  25th 
December,  1874,  two  United  States  officers  rode  into  Laredo,  hitched  their  horses,  and 
went  to  attend  to  their  business.  In  their  absence  their  horses  were  stolen  and  taken 
into  Mexico ;  the  thieves  and  horses  were  afterward  captured  and  brought  back. 

1  think  that  the  Mexican  authorities  do  all  they  can  to  aid  the  Americans  in  stop- 
ping raids  and  invasions  and  restoring  stolen  property  to  the  proper  owners,  puuish- 
isliiug  thieves,  &c.     I  mean  the  authorities  opposite  Laredo. 

There  was  twenty-^vft.Statft  tioo^s  %t«.UQued  in  Webb  County,  commanded  by  Lieu- 
tenant Benavvdes;  durm^  t,\i^\i  ^.^xan^  ^«^x\r,^  ^«^^^«^^  'via  x^\ft»».   'SiVcv'Ck^  tliAt  com- 
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pany  was  disbanded  some  horses  and  cattle  have  been  s<  olen.  The  Mexican  anthoritiea 
referred  to  did  offer  Lieutenant  Benavides  assistance,  and  furnished  it  in  some  in- 
stances in  captnring  thieves,  &,c. ;  during  the  war  be  was  permitted  to  cross  the  river 
with  troops.  This  has  reference  to  the  authorities  of  New  Laredo.  The  authorities 
are  not  efficient  in  capturing  raiders  and  thieves  except  in  the  large  towns  and  cities; 
when  they  do  apprehend  them,  they  turn  over  American  citizens  to  American  author- 
ities, and  Mexican  to  Mexican  authorities.  Can't  give  a  definite  idea  of  the  amount  of 
losses  since  the  war ;  the  loss  has  been  very  great.  Since  the  war  there  is  not  more 
than  one-fourth  of  the  stock  left,  and  the  country  is  being  depopulated.  This  loss  of 
stock  is  not  the  result  of  negligence  by  the  owners  or  by  sale,  but  by  thieves.  Before 
we  commenced  driving  stock  to  Kansas,  more  than  one-half  were  stolen  and  taken 
to  Mexico.  Depredations  are  seldom  now,  because  there  is  but  little  stock  to  steaL 
Some  thieves  have  been  punished'  in  New  Laredo  and  Monterey ;  in  small  towns 
the  authorities  have  not  the  power  to  punish  robbers  and  thieves:  they  are  nsually 
sent  to  large  places  for  triaL  I  have  known  unarmed  shepherds  and  henlbiiuii  to  be 
killed  by  Indians  and  Mexicans  while  tending  their  flocks,  &c. 

I  have  no  knowledge  of  any  complaints  being  made  by  Mexicans  of  Texans  commit- 
'ting  depredations  on  the  Mexican  side.  I  have  held  frequent  conversations  with  the 
general  commanding  the  Mexican  army.  Am  acquainted  with  all  the  leading  citizens, 
and  have  never  heard  from  any  source  of  depredations  committed  by  Texans  on  the 
Mexican  side.  The  general  speaks  highly  of  our  citizens,  and  all  seem  dcsir.ins  to  cul- 
tivate friendly  relations  between  the  two  sections. 

About  two  years  ago,  Nicholas  Sanchez,  about  twenty-five  miles  above  Laredo,  while 
at  his  ranch,  heard  of  a  force  of  Mexicans  crossing  the  river  above.  He  followed  them  as 
as  soon  as  practicable ;  he  overtook  them,  recaptured  the  stolen  cattle,  and  wounded 
one  man.  A  little  before  this  time,  Atanacio  Vidaurri,  a  citizen  of  Texas,  with  his 
vaqneros,  came  across  a  party  of  Mexicansdriving  stock.  He  asked  them  if  they  had  bills 
of  sale  for  the  stock.  Theyreplie<l  they  had.  Doubtingthe  truth  of  this  assertion,  he  took 
possession  of  the  cattle  and  arrested  the  men.  These  cattle  belong  to  myself  and  my 
neighbors.  Very  often  cattle  have  been  stolen  and  crossed  into  Mexico,  and  delivered 
afterward  to  citizens  claiming  them.  The  present  administration  in  that  part  of  Mexico 
is  much  better  than  it  has  been  heretofore.  Some  two  years  ago  five  shepherds  in  the 
employment  of  Juan  Ortiz,  in  Webb  County,  were  killed  by  Indians.  A  month  after- 
ward one  of  my  brother's  shepherds  was  killed  ;  also,  two  or  three  of  Mr.  Callashan'6, 
one  of  Raymond  Martin's,  and  one  of  Mendiola'H ;  they  also  killed  one  of  General 
Quiroga's,  took  all  his  mules  (he  was  at  his  ranch),  and,  at  the  same  time,  killed  a 
woman.  These  murders  all  occurred  between  Laredo  and  San  Antonio.  I  don't  know 
whether  these  Indians  belong  on  the  Mexican  side  or  not.  We  sent  couriers  to  the 
Mexican  general,  advis'ng  him  of  Indian  raids.  He  told  us  to  follow  them  into  Mex- 
ico. I  went  with  Lieutenant  Cole,  in  pursuit  of  Indians,  one  hundred  miles  into 
Mexico.  This  particular  party  of  Indians  killed  persons  on  both  sides  of  the  river. 
In  our  march,  we  found  a  good  many  dead  bodies,  sometimes  two  together.  They  also 
carried  off  two  boys,  sons  of  Ceciles  Beuavides,  into  Mexico.  General  Quiroga  also 
followed  these  Indians,  but  the  lack  of  sufficient  force  and  being  scarce  of  ammunition 
caused  him  to  turn  back.  I  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  the  Nueces.  The  Indians 
have  done  me  no  very  great  harm.  A  woman  from  San  Antonio  was  captured  and 
killed  ;  her  name  was  Mrs.  Domingo  Rodriguez.  I  had  written  authority  during  our 
war  to  cross  over  into  Mexico  and  capture  thieves.  I  think  any  respectable  American 
can  get  the  same  authority  now. 

Since  the  close  of  the  civil  war  many  thefts  and  robberies  have  been  committed  by 
the  people  from  the  Mexican  side  upon  the  property  of  citizens  on  this  side.  Fully 
one-half  has  been  carried,  by  marauders  from  Mexico,  across  the  Rio  Grande,  but  never, 
I  believe,  with  the  knowledge  or  consent  of  the  Mexican  Government  or  its  author- 
ities. Thesparsity  of  our  population  permits  these  depredations.  Lawless  Mexicans 
have  taken  advantage  of  the  frequent  revolutions  in  Mexico,  resulting  in  leaving  the 
frontier  open,  to  commit  these  crimes,  and  we  ourselves  have  not  had  sufficient  force  to 
repel  the  incursions  of  marauders.  The  American  citizen  on  the  frontier  has  been,  in 
a  great  measure,  left  to  his  own  resources.  If  the  State  ^jjovernment  comes  to  our 
relief  with  a  small  armed  force,  I  believe,  with  the  present  change  of  officials  on  the 
Mexican  side  of  the  river,  who  are  showing  every  disposition  to  adjust  our  border 
troubles,  we  will  be  able  to  save  what  we  nave  left;  otherwise,  we  will  lose  every- 
thing. 

SANTOS  BENAVIDES. 
The  State  of  Texas, 

Department  of  State : 

I,  T.  H.  Bowman,  acting  secretary  of  state  of  the  State  of  Texas,  do  hereby  certify 
that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  now  on  file  in  this  department. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  hereto  sign  my  name  and  affix  the  seal  of  the  State,  at  the 
city  of  Austin,  this  22d  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1878. 

[seal.  ]  'Y .  \S..  ^Q^^KSv ^ 
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Affidavit  of  Capt.  Refugio  Benavedei. 

Capt.  Refa^io  Bensvides,  haying  been  »wom,  says :  My  name  is  Refugio  BenaTides. 
I  live  in  the  city  of  Laredo;  have  lived  there  fifty-four  years.  About  six  months ap 
I  was  appointed  and  commissioned  by  Governor  Coke  captain  of  a  frontier  compaDj, 
with  oniers  to  preserve  order,  protect  the  citizens,  &c.  I  took  command  and  went 
down  toward  the  Nueces.  I  found  the  country  desolated.  We  came  to  camp  near  San 
Diego,  where  five  hundred  cattle  had  been  killed.  Above  the  San  Antonio  road  there 
is  no  stock  at  all.  I  saw  large  trails,  over  which  immense  droves  of  cattle  had  been 
driven  into  Mexico.  After  my  arrival  in  that  section  with  my  company  the  raids 
stopped.  I  know  the  country  well;  there  has  been  a  large  quantity  of  stock  there,  bat 
now  there  is  none.  The  trails  referred  to  led  into  Coabnila.  In  Zapata  County  we 
found  a  great  many  cattle-trails  leading  into  Mexico.  I  have  been  recently  informed 
by  rancheros  that  raiders  are  now  coming  in,  stealing  cattle,  &,c.  They  are  generally 
from  twenty-five  to  thirty  strong.  Depredations  have  been  going  on  continually  sinee 
the  war  ended,  up  to  the  present  time."  They  have  been  more  extensive  and  on  a  larger 
scale  for  the  last  two  years,  being  much  worse  now  than  ever.  Between  Nueces  and 
Laredo  there  is  no  safety  for  life  or  property.  When  going  round  with  my  company 
we  found  a  great  many  dead  bodies.  The  United  States  troops  stationed  at  Fort  McId- 
tosh  are  not  efficient ;  they  are  infantry,  and  never  go  out.  In  my  excursions  we  neTer 
met  with  any  Federal  cavalry.  At  one  time  I  went  up  seventy-five  miles  above  Lareda 
The  officers  of  the  present  administration  of  that  portion  of  Mexico  opposite  Laredo 
seem  desirous  to  give  us  what  aid  they  can  in  apprehending  thieves,  reclaiming  cattk, 
Ac.  On  visiting  these  officers  and  informing  them  of  the  organization  of  my  company, 
&o.,  they  promised  their  co-operation,  and  told  me  to  cross  over  with  my  company 
and  catch  and  kill  the  thieves.  I  remember  the  killing  of  twenty-four  or  twenty-fi?e 
men  in  1873.  Between  Laredo  and  San  Diego  we  followed  the  Indians  as  far  as  the 
£^pia  ranch.  Our  horses  were  broken  down ;  theirs  were  fresh.  We  could  pursue  then 
no  farther.  This  party  killed  my  shepherd  in  this  raid.  They  killed  thirty  or  forty 
horses  and  over  thirty  persons.    They  stole  a  good  many  horses,  which  we  recaptared. 

REFUGIO  BENAVIDES. 
The  State  of  Texas, 

Department  of  State : 

I,  T.  H.  Bowman,  acting  secretary  of  state  of  the  State  of  Texas,  hereby  certify  that 
the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  now  on  file  in  this  department. 
Given  under  my  band  and  seal  of  State  this  the  22d  day  of  January,  1878. 
[SEAL.]  T.  H.  BOWMAN, 

Acting  Secretary  of  State. 


TESTIMONY  OF  THOMAS  F.  WILSON  (CONTINUED). 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  19, 1878. 

Thomas  F.  Wilson,  consul  at  Matamoroa,  recalled  and  farther  ex- 
amined. 

By  Mr.  Schleioheb  : 

Qaeation.  State  what  yon  know  in  connection  with  year  official  com- 
munication to  the  State  Department  relative  to  the  supposed  exi)edition 
gotten  up  .to  precipitate  a  conflict  with  Mexico. — Answer.  The  question 
which  you  asked  me  at  the  close  of  my  previous  examination  was  ^'did 
I  ever  know  of  any  attempt,  by  people  on  our  side  of  the  river  to  cross 
the  river."    It  was  in  reply  to  that  question  that  this  matter  came  up. 

Q.  Now  refer  to  your  official  communications  on  the  subject  and  ex- 
plain them. — A.  Ever  since  I  have  been  on  the  river  there  has  been 
more  or  less  of  an  impression  on  my  mind  that  there  was  a  feeling  among 
a  certain  class  of  people  on  the  Texas  border  that  a  lar^e  portion  of 
Northern  Mexico  would  at  some  time  be  acquired  by  the  United  States, 
and  the  class  of  the  community  mentioned  appeared  to  be  in  favor  of  it^ 
In  the  latter  part  of  1.S75,  wben  I  returned  to  Matamoros,  it  seemed 
to  me  that  the  feeling  had  concentrated  into  a  sort  of  conspiracy  to  try 
and  produce  a  conflict  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico  for  the 
purpose  of  acquiring  this  territory.     It  was  so  stated  in  ramors  among 
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the  officials  of  the  United  States  and  others  that  a  conflict  was  desired 
and  impending.  I  was  satisfied  that  this  was  not  trae  and  that,  on  the 
contrary,  the  government  wished  to  avoid  a  conflict  by  all  reasonable 
and  honorable  means;  and  as  the  persons  who  were  engaged  in  the 
movement  had  threatened  to  precipitate  hostilities  by  crossing  into 
Mexico  and  bnrning  and  destroying  the  Las  Caevas  ranch,  as  it  was  re- 
garded  as  the  most  objectionable  one  on  the  river  on  account  of  harbor- 
ing cattle-thieves,  I  informed  the  Secretary  of  State  of  sach  ramors  as 
had  come  to  my  knowledge  in  regard  to  the  project,  and  suggested  that 
a  reliable  person,  in  whom  he;  had  entire  confidence,  be  sent  to  the  fron- 
tier to  inqaire  into  the  matter,  as  the  facts  could  be  readily  ascertained, 
the  project  being  spoken  of  freely,  and  the  person  sent  out  could  place 
the  department  in  possession  of  such  positive  evidence  of  the  existence 
of  the  project  as  would  justify  any  action  in  the  premises  that  might  be 
deemed  necessary. 

Q.  Who  was  the  party  who  seemed  to  be  engaged  in  this  matter  t — 
A,  There  appeared  to  be  a  number  of  persons  engaged  in  the  project. 
It  was  shortly  after  the  arrival  of  the  Eio  Bravo,  a  United  States  gun- 
boat, in  the  river,  the  commander  of  which  appeared  to  be  the  officer 
who  talked  most  about  producing  this  conflict.  But  he  was  not  the 
only  one  supposed  to  favor  it,  as  a  large  number  of  people  about 
Brownsville,  and  some  other  officers,  appeared  to  sympathize  with  him, 
and  who  associated  with  him  and  talked  about  it  themselves.  The 
knowledge  of  these  rumors  was  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  in  order  that  he  might  know  what  was  likely  to  transpire,  and 
Lieutenant  Commander  Remey,  of  the  Navy,  was  sent  out  to  investigate 
the  matter,  with  authority  to  relieve  Commander  Kells  of  the  Rio 
Bravo,  who  was  found  by  Commander  Remey  to  be  engaged  in  the  pro- 
ject, and  Kells  shortly  after  left  the  frontier. 

Q.  What  sort  of  a  man  was  the  officer  who  was  relieved;  what  were 
his  habits  f — A.  Kells  was  a  man  very  much  given  to  talking  and  associ- 
ating about  bar-rooms  with  the  class  of  people  who  usually  congregate 
in  such  places. 

Q.  Was  he  a  drinking  man — ^in  the  habit  of  associating  with  drinking 
people  t — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  understood  that  these  things  were  freely  talked 
about  in  the  bar-rooms;  while  they  were  reported  as  rumors,  yet  I 
believed  them  to  have  considerable  foundation. 

Q.  When  he  bad  been  removed  was  there  any  similar  effort  made 
afterward  t — A.  Well,  there  was  more  or  less  rumor  in  regard  to  this 
project  being  carried  out  at  Las  Cuevas.  The  Mexican  papers  even 
warned  the  people  of  the  frontier  that  an  attack  was  to  be  made  several 
davs  before  the  affair  occurred  at  Las  Cuevas.  When  Commander 
Remey  came  to  the  river,  he  inquired  in  regard  to  these  rumors  of  Colonel 
Haynes,  the  collector  at  Brownsville,  and  Captain  Corbin,  who  was  then 
in  temporary  command  at  Fort  Brown,  Texas.  Both  of  these  gentlemen 
are  in  Washington,  and  as  they  live  in  Texas  and  saw  more  of  the  mat- 
ter than  I  did,  and  gave  Lieutenant-Commander  Remey  written  state- 
ments of  their  knowledge  of  the  project,  doubtless  they  can  give  more 
actual  information  on  the  subject  than  I  can. 

Q.  You  say  that  all  the  information  you  had  was  communicated  by 
you  to  the  State  Department? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  understood  Commander 
Remey  to  say  that  he  took  statements  in  writing  from  Colonel  Haynes 
and  Captain  Corbin  in  regard  to  the  matter,  which  he  forwarded  to  the 
Navy  Department,  to  justify  his  action  in  relieving  Kells.  I  am  quite 
certain  that  the  government  authorities  at  Washington  took  prompt  and 
very  active  measures  to  prevent  any  supposed  \5iti«ut»\avi  ^1  ^^^^\i5sc«^% 
an  armed  disturbance  on  the  border  at  tYiat  Um!^« 
11 
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Q.  Are  joa  familiar  with  the  efforts  that  the  government  has  been 
making  lately  in  preventing  breaches  of  the  uentrallt^  laws  by  the  ad- 
herents of  Lerdo  against  Diaz  t — A.  Since  Ex-Pre«ident  Lerdo  and  his 
party  left  Mexico  more  or  less  of  the  Lerdo  people  have  taken  refage  in 
Texas  on  the  frontier,  chiefly  at  Brownsville  and  Einggold  Barraelu.  I 
think  in  the  early  part  of  last  spring — I  am  not  certain  as  to  the  ezaet 
time — General  Escobedo,  formerly  secretary  of  war  under  the  Lerdo  gov- 
ernment, came  to  Brownsville  with  a  portion  of  his  former  staff,  and  it 
was  afterward  stated  that  he  had  a  large  nnmber  of  followers  about  Bio 
Grande  City.  He  was  subsequently  arrested,  I  think  in  July,  with 
probably  half  a  dozen  others,  charged  with  an  attempt  to  get  np  a  mil- 
itary expedition  to  cross  the  frontier  and  invade  Mexico  in  the  interest 
of  Lerdo.  He  was  indicted  at  Brownsville  in  the  United  States  court, 
tried,  and  acquitted,  and  immediately  afterward  left  the  frontier. 

By  Mr.  Williams  : 

Q.  How  large  a  force  had  be  gathered  ? — A.  It  was  alleged  on  the 
trial  that  he  had  with  him  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  or  three  han- 
dred  men.  1  think  that  was  the  general  understanding.  I  was  present 
in  court  part  of  the  time  when  he  was  on  trial.  The  trial  continued  one 
or  two  days. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  the  intended  invasion  of  Mexico  was  broken  op 
by  his  arrest  ? — A.  I  think  it  was.  I  am  satisfied,  too,  that  if  he  had  not 
been  arrested  his  party  would  have  been  across  the  river  before  this,  as 
one  of  the  witnesses  stated  that  Escobedo  said  he  expected  to  be  in 
Monterey  in  a  few  months.  It  was  in  July  when  he  was  arrested,  and 
tried  about  November. 

Q.  Were  you  in  Matamoros  at  the  time  General  Diaz  oecapied  a  simi- 
lar position  in  Brownsville? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  he  interfered  with  t — A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Was  he  treated  with  any  more  favor  than  Escobedo  f^^A.  It 
seemed  to  me  that  at  the  time  General  Diaz  was  there,  a  large  pro- 
portion of  the  population  in  and  about  Brownsville  sympathizeid  with 
his  movements,  as  it  is  usual  to  sympathize  with  the  ^'^outs''^— those  en- 
deavoring to  upset  the  other  party ;  at  least  that  has  been  my  experi- 
ence. I  think  I  only  knew  one  exception,  which  was  iu  1870,  when  the 
people  in  Brownsville  appeared  to  be  against  the  outs;  I  know  the 
papers  were. 

Q.  Did  General  Diaz  at  that  time  make  any  invasion  from  the  Texas 
side  over  into  Mexico  ? — A.  I  was  told  by  a  Mexican  official  Uiat  the 
officers  under  the  command  of  General  Diaz  were  in  the  habit  nightly, 
for  six  weeks  beibre  he  himself  came  over,  of  crossing  with  parties  of 
twenty-five  or  thirty  men.  In  one  instance  they  had  ciH[>tured  a  mail- 
coach  back  of  Matamoros,  and  the  person  in  command  of  the  expedition 
was  alleged  to  have  given  a  receipt  fbr  the  mail-bags  and  then  rifled 
them.  This  was  said  to  have  been  done  by  a  Brownsville  meiebant^,  a 
Mexican  by  the  name  of  Miguel  Peua.  I  never  #heard  of  his  being 
arrested  or  indicted.  I  think  it  was  generally  understood  tJiat  he  was 
engaged  iu  that  revolutionary  movement  of  General  Dia£. 

Q.  Diaz  was  never  arrested  himself  f— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  at  any  time  a  battle  dnriug  that  revolution  where  he 
was  defeated  and  fled  with  some  of  his  forces  over  again  into  Texas  t— 
A.  1  understood  he  was  defeated  somewhere  up  in  the  mountain  part 
of  northern  Mexico,  iu  the  neighborhood  of  Mouolova  or  Saltillo.  It 
was  then  Htat^d  that  he  recrossed  into  Texas,  and  went  down  the  gulf 
coast  and  took  pa&^a^^  lot  ^«^vc,q\  V\X^\^^\»^^'«  C^^\sa3^  but  I  am 
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not  certain.  This  is  only  ramor  which  I  heard  and  believed  at  the 
time,  and  believe  yet. 

Q.  For  what  length  of  time  daring  this  revolutionary  period  did  he 
stay  there  t — A.  His  headqnarters  were  in  Brownsville  from  abont  the 
Ist  of  Jannary  until  he  crossed  into  Mexico  and  captured  Matamoros, 
which  was  on  the  morning  of  the  2d  of  April,  1876. 

Q.  Was  it  generally  understood  what  his  business  was  f — A.  Yes, 
sir.  Eevolutionary  proclamations  had  been  isstled  in  his  behalf.  The 
y^oclamation  of  Tuxtepec  had  been  issued  months  before  his  arrival  in 
Brownsville,  and  everybody  understood  that  his  coming  there  was  for 
the  purpose  of  crossing  the  river.  The  Lerdodists  in  Matamoros  were 
making  every  preparation  for  resisting  him.  They  were  making  un- 
usual efforts  for  them  to  that  purpose. 

By  Mr.  Williams  : 

Q.  When  did  Diaz  come  into  power! — A.  Diaz  entered  the  city  of 
Matamoros  on  the  2d  of  April,  1876,  and  was  afterwards  driven 
out  of  the  country  in  the  summer  of  1876,  probably  August,  then 
crossed  into  Texas  and  took  passage  at  New  Orleans,  and  went  round 
the  coast  in  the  neighborhood  of  Tuxpan  or  Vera  Cruz,  where  he  landed 
again  and  got  up  another  force,  or  joined  another  party  of  his  friends, 
some  of  whom  were  from  Matamoros.  After  General  Diaz  captured  the 
city  of  Matamoros  the  regular  troops  fell  into  his  hands,  and  they,  to- 
gether with  others  who  had  joined  his  standard,  formed  quite  a  force. 
He  took  the  ammunition  and  cannon  which  he  had  captured  in  Mata- 
moros and  sent  a  portion  of  his  fr)roe  with  General  Gonzales  toward 
Vera  Cruz,  or  in  that  direction.  He  himself  went  toward  the  mountain 
portions  of  Mexico — toward  Monterey.  I  understood  his  force  was  dis- 
persed, while  Gonzales's  force  wjob  successful,  and  when  he  left  Mexico 
and  went  to  New  Orlians,  and  round  toward  the  coast  of  Vera  Cruz,  it 
was  understood  he  intended  to  join  the  Gonzales  portion  of  his  army, 
and  in  connection  with  that  portion  of  bis  adherents  went  into  the  city 
of  Mexico  after  a  battle  near  the  city  of  Pueblo. 

Q.  When  did  he  enter  the  city  of  Mexico  and  take  full  possession  f — 
A.  I  think  he  went  into  the  city  of  Mexico  about  the  21st  of  Decemberi 
1876. 

Q.  Since  that  time,  have  you  known  of  any  movement  on  the  Bio 
Grande  which  tended  to  a  breach  of  the  neutrality  laws,  other  than  what 
you  have  stated  ? — A.  No ;  I  don't  recollect  any  other. 

Q.  What  difiSculties  does  our  government  encounter,  if  any,  in  en- 
forcing the  neutrality  laws  there  f — ^A.  The  great  difi&culty  on  the  Kio 
Grande  is  the  long  distances  with  but  sparse  population ;  the  inability  to 
get  reliable  information,  and  to  procure  witnesses  to  eonvict  persons 
presumably  engaged  in  organizing  these  expeditions. 

Q.  How  is  it  as  to  the  terms  of  court  f-— A.  We  have  two  terms  of 
court  a  year  ^  sometimes  only  one — ^in  March  and  November. 

Q.  How  long  do  these  generally  continue f^ — A.  The  judge  comes  from 
Galveston  on  one  steamer  and  almost  invariably  returns  on  the  next 
one — say  in  a  week  or  t?en  days. 

Q.  In  consequence  of  that,  is  the  business  of  the  court  hurried  f — A. 
Yes,  sir;  the  judge  appears  to  be  very  much  more  anxious  to  get  away 
than  to  discharge  his  duties  properly.  The  inefficiency  of  the  court 
mi^t.  however,  be  partially  remedied,  if  some  reliable  person  were  spe- 
cifically charged  with  the  enforcement  of  the  neutrality  laws  on  the 
frontier,  as  the  act  of  Congress  on  the  subject  provides  whenever  the 
circumstances  might  be  deemed  sufficient  by  tll^  ^t^v^^oX^Xa^t^^sjoect^ 
that  he  should  designate  some  person  to  b^  tiW  iieofewXWjVK^  ^tsSss^rr^^ 
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Washington,  D.  O.,  February  27, 1878. 

John  S.  Ford  recalled. 

The  Witness.  Daring  the  fall  of  1869,  Eugenio  Benavides,  special 
inspector  of  bides  and  animals  in  Hidalgo  County,  encounter^  a  party 
of  niaraaders  not  far  from  Salt  Lake.  They  fired  on  the  citizens.  A 
fight  ensned.  Desiderio  Yillareal,  captain  of  raiders,  woanded,  and 
Oesario  Salinas  capturecj;  Juliano  Garivai,  Perfecto  Villareal,  a  butcher 
of  Matamoros,  Julian  Ourriola,  of  Matamoros,  and  Kafael  alias  Indio 
Viejo  escaped.  Haiders  crossed  into  Mexico.  Benavides  recaptured 
120  stolen  cattle. 

In  September,  1869,  Hon.  S.  Powers  and  Sheriff  James  G.  Browne, 
of  Brownsville,  had  their  horses  stolen  and  carried  into  Matamoroa, 
Mexico,  just  opposite.  Judge  Powers's  horse  was  found  in  possession 
of  the  son  of  the  second  alcalde,  and  could  not  be  recovered. 

November  7,  1869,  herd  of  stolen  cattle  crossed  at  Baston  ranch. 
(Sentinel  of  November  16,  1869.)  About  same  time  Observador,  news- 
paper  of  Matamoros,  published  articles  on  raiding  into  Texas. 

December  12,  1869,  band  or  seven  armed  Mexicans  entered  house  of 
Henry  Redmond,  living  in  Carrizo,  Zapata  County,  Texas;  killed  his 
clerk,  Mr.  Simpson,  and  robbed  Mr.  Bedmond  of  $800  or  $900  in  money. 
(Sentinel,  January  11,  1870.) 

January  12,  1870,  Juan  PorrHS  and  others  assaulted  Duncan  and 
Taylor  in  their  camp,  nearly  200  miles  from  the  Hio  Grande;  thought 
they  had  killed  them ;  robbed  them  of  $2,000  in  gold,  eight  or  ten  horses, 
&c.  These  Mexicans  had  been  hired  by  Duncan  and  Taylor.  They 
crossed  into  Mexico.  Porras  and  another  ringleader  captured,  and 
taken  into  Matamoros.  Proof  of  the  American  citizenship  of  Porras 
was  positive,  yet  Mexican  authorities  refused  to  extradite  him.  (Seoti- 
uel,  January  21, 1870.)  Same  mouth  Mexicans  formed  plan  to  capture 
steamer  San  Boman.    Bafael  Lopez,  of  Gamargo,  gave  warning. 

In  March,  1870,  thirty-seven  horses  stolen  from  Gapt.  Kichard  King. 
(Sentinel,  March  29,  1870.) 

In  August  of  same  year  Eugenio  Benavides  captured  twenty-two 
stolen  cattle  from  Epifanio  and  Pablo  Salinas  and  Hilario  Chavarro. 

In  September  of  same  year  Gapt.  Jos6  Maria  Martinez  quit  invading 
United  States  and  raiding  upon  stock  raisers  and  began  robbing  Mex- 
icans. *  He  was  hunted  down  and  killed  by  Mexicans  under  Juan  Tre- 
vino  Gauales,  now  a  Mexican  general. 

Drove  of  stolen  cattle  crossed  into  Mexico  in  October,  1870.  (Senti- 
nel, October  4,  1870.) 

During  this  year  our  government  requested  that  of  Mexico  to  repeal 
Zona  Libre  law.  The  Mexican  Gongress  passed  a  bill  to  extend  it  by  a 
vote  of  87  to  35.    President  Juarez  did  not  promulgate  the  law. 

A|)ril,  1871,  Matilde  liamires,  a  noted  leader  of  raiders,  stole  two 
horses  from  a  man  named  Octaviano.  Don  Juan  M.  Longoria,  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  went  to  Beynosa  to  recover  them,  and  was  impris- 
oned by  Mexican  authorities  for  attempting  to  do  so. 

In  June,  1871,  liafael  Hinojosa,  alias  Pico  Ghueco,  captain  of  raidiog 
band,  crossed  stolen  cattle  into  Mexico  at  La  Bolsa ;  so  did  another 
raider,  Gapt  Jos^  M.  Aldape. 

During  same  month  and  year  corporate  authorities  of  Mier,  Mexico, 
adopted  meanures  to  check  cattle-stealing,  by  making  it  an  offense  to 
sell  cattle  without  bill  of  sale,  finable  in  each  case  ten  dollars. 

July  29, 1871,  Garlos  Esparza  and  other  American  citizens  bad  a  fight 
with  band  of  raiders.  The  latter  were  crossing  stolen  cattle  into  Mexico 
near  liancho  Nuevo,  eighteen  miles  above  Brownsville.     Haiders  tired 
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first.  Two  raiders  reported  killed.  They  abandoned  a  few  cattle  on 
this  side.  General  Cortina  soon  appeared.  He  gobbled  all  the  cattle 
raiders  had  crossed,  except  eighteen  poor  ones ;  those  were  reclaimed 
by  owners. 

Daring  this  year  Antonio  Gantn,  an  American  citizen,  lost  cattle. 
He  traced  them  to  Beynosa;  found  them  in  the  hands  of  Jaan  Domin- 
gues.  An  alcalde  named  Yarrito  cited  Domlngnes  to  appear  and  answer 
for  having  stolen  property  in  his  possession.  The  receiver  of  stolen 
cattle  laughed  the  alcalde  in  the  face,  and  told  him  he  was  protected  by 
General  Cortina.    The  alcalde  said  he  was  powerless. 

Same  year  Albert  Champion's  horses  were  stolen  by  officers  of  the 
Mexican  army.  He  recovered  most  of  them  from  General  Cortina*s  pos- 
session. A  band  of  armed  men  waylaid  him  at  one  of  his  stage-stands, 
and  would  have  killed  him  had  he  passed.  He  concluded  staging  a  bad 
business  about  that  time.  Bicardo  Flores  found  a  horse  stolen  from  him 
in  Cameron  County,  Texas,  at  General  Cortina's  ranch  of  Canelo, 
Mexico. 

In  August,  1871,  Dionisio  Cardenas,  d  butcher  of  Matamoros,  com- 
plained that  other  Mexican  butchers  were  just  as  much  in  the  habit  of 
buying  stolen  bt  eves  as  he  was,  yet  they  were  not  mentioned  in  the  pub- 
lic prints. 

In  week  ending  August  18, 1871,  seven  large  droves  of  stolen  cattle 
were  crossed  into  Mexico  at  various  points  on  the  Lower*Kio  Grande. 

During  same  month  General  Palacios,  of  Mexican  army,  conferred 
with  General  McCook  concerning  theft  of  stock  from  Texas,  and  ex- 
pressed his  inability  to  check  it. 

Portugal,  chief  of  police  in  Matamoros,  Mexico,  captured  stolen  cat- 
tle from  thieves  and  published  the  facts.  He  was  dismissed  from  office 
through  General  Cortina's  influence. 

During  month  General  Cortina  sold  two  hundred  head  of  stolen  cat- 
tle to  Dionisio  Cardenas.  About  this  time  raiders  complained  that 
General  Cortina  was  not  dividing  fair ;  that  he  was  claiming  to  be  the 
agent  of  owners,  taking  whole  herds,  not  paying  them  anything  for 
driving,  and  sending  the  cattle  to  his  own  ranches. 

July  15, 1871,  fifteen  raiders  crossed  two  hundred  stolen  cattle  into 
Mexico,  near  Jo.  Turner's  ranch ;  five  days  later  one  hundred  and  fifty 
bead ;  a  drove  also  on  the  28th  of  July. 

In  July,  I87I,  Deputy  Sheriff  D.  Lively  recaptured  G3  stolen  cattle  in 
Cameron  County. 

July  18,  1871,  Francisco  Fuentes  Farias,  first  alcalde  of  Matamoros, 
Mexico,  published  a  circular  against  cattle-stealing. 

During  this  year  an  immense  number  of  stolen  cattle  were  crossed 
into  Mexico.  In  a  little  more  than  one  week  7,000  head  were  crossed  at 
Las  Cnevas  ranch,  Mexico. 

During  this  year  the  Kickapoo  Indians  made  maliiy  incursions.  They 
invaded  the  United  States  above  Laredo  generally,  and  had  Mexicans 
with  them.  They  got  outfits  from  Mexicans,  and  paid  for  them  in 
horses,  cattle,  &c.,  stolen  in  Texas.  In  the  event  the  Indians  refused  to 
comply,  the  Mexican  authorities  enforced  the  contract. 

In  January,  1871,  the  Eickapoos  killed  Mr.  Stringfield  and  wife,  in 
McMullen  County,  Texas,  and  captured  Adolphus  and  Thomas  String- 
field,  the  first  six,  the  latter  four  years  of  age.  They  were  understood 
to  have  been  held  and  sold  as  slaves.  Their  relatives  have  never  been 
able  to  recover  them. 

Peter  Schwandner  and  Henry  M.  Smith  had  chlld\:^\\.  %^\fc>\^ '<^csr> 
former  previous  and  the  latter  subsequeul  to  Wi^  ^»i^\.wx^  oJl  N;x^^^\Jtvx'^- 
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fields.  Sohwandner  and  Smith  recovered  their  sous.  They  had  been 
enslaved.  (See  papers  in  Sohwandner's  and  Smith's  oases,  en  file  in 
Department  of  Interior.) 

In  latter  part  of  1871  witness  ceased  his  connection  with  BrowosviUe 
Sentinel. 

In  1872,  Gapt.  Sabas  Garcia,  of  Mexican  army,  made  various  raids 
into  Texas.  He  nsually  brought  with  him  detachments  of  Ms  own  com- 
pany.   He  committed  many  depredations. 

The  burning  of  Mr.  Murdock  in  his  own  house,  nine  miles  from  Corpus 
Christ!,  the  assassination  of  other  citizens  of  the  United  States,  t^ 
cobbing  of  custom-houses,  post-offices,  and  of  stores  contiDuad  up  to 
1876.  The  attack  upon  the  jail  of  Starr  County,  Texas,  and  the  wound- 
ing of  county  officials,  and  the  affairs  transpiring  in  El  Paeo  County, 
bring  the  history  of  raids  and  deeds  of  sanguinary  violence  almost  down 
to  date.    Most  of  those  events  are  mentioi^  by  othw  witnesses. 

JUDGE  GALVAN'S  CATTLE-BOOK. 

During  1869,  theft  of  stock  was  so  fearfully  great  that  a  stock-raiser's 
association  was  organized.  A  small  company  was  raised  in  Cameron 
County,  commanded  by  Louis  Eenaud.  It  was  paid  by  contributions 
from  stock-raisers  mostly,  if  not  altogether.  Hon.  J.  Gal  van  was  then 
ludge  of  the  county  court  of  Cameron  County,  and  chairman  Stock- 
raisers'  Association.  To  encourage  the  recapture  of  stolen  stock,  a  plan 
was  formed  to  sell  recaptured  stock  at  auction,  and  divide  the  proceeds 
equally  between  owners  and  captors,  after  deducting  expenses,  &c. 

Judge  Galvan  kept  a  record  of  the  recaptured  property  sold  during 
his  term  of  office,  giving  the  names  of  captors,  brands  of  animals,  re- 
ceipts, &c. 

The  following  is  a  synopsis  of  the  names  of  captors,  number  of  ani- 
mals retaken,  i^c,  omitting  brands,  names  of  owners,  and  other  details: 

August  18,  1869. — General  Buelas  reported  with  G7  head  recaptured 
cattle.  Sold  for  $260.  He  received  one-half,  less  expenses,  $11.76— 
say,  $118.30. 

August  16, 1869. — ^Eafael  de  Soria  reported  with  13  recaptured  cattle. 
Sold  for  $65.    De  Soria  received  $32.50. 

August  26,  1869. — Carlos  Esparza  Villareal  reported  with  118  recap- 
tured cattle.  Sold  for  $726.37^.  Expense^  $52.50.  Captors  received 
$309.68f. 

August  26, 1869. — ^Casimiro  Tamallo  reported  with  7  stolen  cattle.  Sold 
for  $35.    Expenses,  $2.    Paid  captors,  $15.50. 

August  31, 1869. — General  Kuelas  reported  with  104  recaptured  cattle. 
Sold  for  $301.75.    Expenses,  $23.    Paid  captors,  $187.87.^. 

August  31,  1869.-^Ignacio  Treviiio  reported  with  7  recaptured  cattlfi. 
Sold  for  $33.25.    Elpenses,  $3.55.    Paid  captors,  $13.07^ 

August  31,  1869. — M.  Longoria  bad  fight  with  raiders  and  recovered  4 
stolen  horses  belonging  to  Adolphus  Glaevecke,  Alexander  Werbiski, 
J.  G.  Browne,  and  Bernardo  Perez.  Sold  to  owners  for  $25.87^.  Ex- 
penses paid  to  captors,  $15.25.    Donated  to  stock-fund,  $10^62^. 

September  4, 1869. — Casimiro  Tamallo  reported  with  3  recaptured  cat- 
tle.   Sold  for  $10.    Paid  captor,  $5. 

September  4, 1869.— Gil  Vasques  reported  with  37  recaptured  cattle. 
Sold  for  $353.50.    Expenses,  $32.    Paid  to  captor,  $144.55. 

September  4, 1869. — Louis  Renaud  reported  with  37  cattle  and  6  horses 
recaptured.    Sold  for  $187.50.    Expenses,  $21.75.    Paid  captors,  $72. 
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September  25, 1869. — Eagenio  Beoavides  reported  with  129  recaptured 
cattle.    Sold  for  9656.50.    Expenses,  $43.25.     Paid  captors,  $285. 

January  29, 1870. — James  G.  Browne  reported  with  50  recaptured  cat- 
tle.   Sold  for  $335.62^.    Expenses,  $16.75.    Paid  captors,  $151.67^. 

March  1, 1870. — Alexander  Werbiski  reported  with  15  recaptured  cat- 
tle.   Sold  for  $135.    Expenses,  $9.25.    Paid  captors,  $58.25. 

March  30,  1870. — Piedro  Garcia  reported  with  29  recaptured  cattle. 
Sold  for  $213.    Expenses,  $14.40.    Paid  captors,  $92.10. 

Ajml  4, 1870. — Simon  Gantu  reported  with  14  recaptured  cattle.  S4:dd 
for  $84.75.    Expenses,  $8.50.    Paid  to  captors,  $33.87^. 

On  pages  40  and  41  there  is  account  of  recapture  of  32  cattle  and  3 
horses;  name  of  captor  not  given,  nor  date  of  recapture.  Sold  for 
«119.87i^.    Ex|>ense8,  $12.50.    Paid  captors,  47.43§. 

September  19, 1870. — Alexander  Werbiski  reported  with  8  recaptured 
cattle.    Sold  for  $80.    Expenses,  $2.    Paid  captors,  $38. 

August  26, 1870. — R.  Aguirre  reported  with  4  recaptured  cattle.  Sold 
for  $02.    Expense,  $1.    Paid  captors,  $30. 

April  27,  1871. — Cruise  Carson  receipted  for  his  share  for  recapture  of 
20  cattle.    Sold  for  $175.    Paid  captor,  $87.50. 

May  1, 1871. — Nat.  White  reported  with  40  recaptured  cattle.  Sold 
for  $47^.     Expenses,  $5.25.     Paid  captor,  $232.25. 

May  2, 1871. — Thad.  M.  Rhodes  reported  with  38  cattle  and  one  hide 
recaptured.    Sold  for  $270.    Expenses,  $22.42.    Paid  captors,  $112.58. 

May  23, 1871. — Twenty  cattle  were  sold  for  $100.  They  were  recap- 
tured from  Pedro  Lujo,  in  Matamoros,  Mexico,  by  order  of  General  Cor- 
tina. Col.  Juaii  Arocha,  of  the  Mexican  Army,  claimed  twelve  head  as 
the  property  of  his  brother-in  law,  Mr.  Belden,  of  Nueces  County,  Texas. 
The  balance  belonged  to  Hale  &  Parker,  John  Eabb,  John  Mc Allen,  and 
Mrs.  Riggs,  all  citizens  of  the  United  States.  Twenty  dollars  received 
by  Judge  Galvan  on  account  of  last-named  owners. 

May  24, 1871. — A.  Glaevecke  reported  with  three  recaptured  cattle. 
Sold  for  $21.    Expenses,  $6.    Paid  captor,  $5. 

June  1,  1871. — Ricardo  Flores  recaptured  from  Pedro  Lujo  78  stolen 
cattle  and  6  horses.  Sold  for  $768.37J.  Expenses,  $93.50,  Paid  cap- 
tors, $290.68f .  Louis  Renaud  recaptured  11  stolen  cattle  from  Refugio 
Acuna.    Date  not  given.    Sold  for  $61.75.    Paid  captors,  $30.87^^ 

Deputy  Sheriff  D.  Lively  recaptured  63  stolen  cattle  at  rancho  Tepi- 
guage  in  July,  1871.     Sold  for  $419.75.    Captors  received  $209.87. 

July  29  and  31,  1871. — Carlos  Esparza  and  Galixto  Gomez  recaptured 
30  cattle  from  Pedro  Jurado  and  others  at  rancho  Nuevo,  Cameron 
County.    Sold  for  $151.25.    Paid  captors,  $75.62. 

September  ^^  1871. — Martin  Hinojosa  recaptured  33  stolen  cattle.  Sold 
for  $239.25.    Expenses,  $22.25.    Paid  captors,  $97.37J. 

Judge  Galvan  went  out  of  office  about  this  time,  and  no  one  filled  his 
place  in  the  matter  of  recaptured  property. 

Stealing  stock  and  carrying  them  into  Mexico  still  continues,  though 
in  a  small  way,  on  the  Lower  Rio  Grande.  Small  parties  cross  to  this 
bank  and  steal  a  few  animals.    Large  raids  are  only  made  occasionally. 

I  beg  leave  to  append  a  letter  of  Hon.  George  Dye,  former  mayor  of 
Brownsville,  concerning  the  Cortina  war,  also  report  of  grand  jury  of 
Cameron  County  of  1871. 

I  would  call  your  attention  to  typographical  errors  in  the  part  of  my 
evidence  already  printed.  I  am  made  to  speak  of  "  oppressing''  prop- 
erty instead  of  impressing  it.  Application  was  made  to  Gov.  E.  J.  Davis 
for  the  pardon  of  General  Cortina,  and  not  to  ^'  General  Devin."  Whf^w 
asked  how  raidingconld  be  suppressed, lTep\\<b^\i^  ^Xi^^x>o^^\^^si\!L^^^<^8«fc^' 
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not  by  "  force"  alone.  When  I  spoke  of  having  traveled  np  the  Ria 
Grande  200  miles,  I  did  not  say  I  traveled  on  the  '^  Mexican  ^  side,  hot 
on  the  American  side,  and  that  I  passed  over  to  the  Mexican  side  at  some 
points. 

Between  the  Lower  Rio  Grande  and  the  Nneces  I  estimate  that  500,000 
head  of  cattle  have  been  stolen  and  carried  into  Mexico  within  the  last 
nineteen  years,  worth  t5,000,000,  and  14,000  horses,  worth  $1,000,000. 
Daring  same  period  of  time  I  estimate  the  losses  in  money,  merchandise, 
and  miscellaneons  property  at  $750,000.  These  estimates  do  not  inclade 
more  than  eight  connties.  The  raiding  has  been  goingon  finom  the  month 
of  the  Bio  Grande  to  the  month  of  Devil's  Biver,  a  distance  of  nearly  500 
miles.  Baids  have  been  made  north  of  San  Antonio  Biver,  about  200 
miles  from  the  Bio  Grande.  The  ^' armed  merchants"  of  Mexico  and 
their  Indian  allies  have  murdered  and  robbed  an  area  of  about  100,000 
square  miles. 

Corpus  Christi,  Janwary  25, 1878. 

EsTSKMKD  Friknd  :  I  866  it  reported  that  yon  are  on  yoar  way  to  Washing^ton  Citj 
to  give  teetimoDy  before  the  Military  Committee  in  relation  to  the  Rio  Grande  Mexioui 
affairs.  I  am  glad  of  it,  for  I  am  sure  that  there  is  no  man  better  able  to  give  facti 
than  yonrself  of  the  temper,  spirit,  and  oondact  of  the  Afexlcan  people  on  the  Rio 
Grande.  I  think  that  it  is  hi^b  time  that  some  deoislye  action  shonld  be  taken  by  our 
goyemment  to  teach  the  Mexican  people  a  lesson  that  may  senre  to  deter  them  froa 
again  coming  npon  ohr  soil  to  miuder  and  carry  away  the  property  of  oar  people,  m 
has  been  their  practice  for  thirty  years. 

Had  I  been  summoned  before  that  commission  I  conld  have  stated  facts  from  nj 
personal  knowledge  that  would  have  aided  them  in  coming  to  a  fahr  and  jast  oonclosion  is 
regard  to  the  Mexican  outrages  so  often  repeated  upon  onr  Rio  Grande  frontier  and  npos 
American  citizens  on  their  own  soil.  Yoo  no  doubt  remember  the  trick  that  was  played 
npon  US  in  1859  by  the  Mexican  authorities  under  pretense  of  friendship  and  aidine 
ns  in  defending  against  the  threatened  attacks  of  Cortina.  After  be  had  entered  ana 
taken  i>ossesBion  of  Brownsville  and  killed  five  of  onr  citizens,  and  then  retired,  as  was 
supposed,  to  orjj^anize  and  return.  Colonel  Laranea  was  sent  with  seventy  Mexicas 
soldiers  and  a  piece  of  artillery ;  that  in  a  fight  with  Cortina,  Liuanea  abandoned  hit 
cannon  and  ordered  his  men  to  retreat,  when  there  was  really  no  danger  from  Cortina 
at  the  time.  Cortina,  of  course,  took  possession  of  the  cannon  and  tamed  upon  the 
■mall  force  of  Americans,  and  but  for  a  hasty  retreat  all  we  would  have  beea  killled. 
And  on  our  return  to  Brownsville  the  cartridges  of  the  Mexican  soldiers  were  examined 
and  found  to  be  blank.  One  of  the  soldiers  said  that  all  of  them  were  blank.  Report 
of  these  things  was  made  to  the  Mexican  officials  in  Matamoros,  and  a  pretended 
court-martial  was  had,  but  Laranea  was  not  punished ;  also  the  Mexican  flag  floated 
over  Fort  Brown  for  fifty  days,  until  the  Texas  rangers  came  to  our  relief,  and  the 
Mexicans  retired  to  Matamoros. 

Well,  colonel,  I  have  written  more  than  1  had  intended,  but  hope  that  the  relatios 
of  these  facts  may  serve  to  refresh  your  memory. 
I  remain,  yours,  truly, 

GEO.  DYE. 

Col.  J.  8.  Ford. 


Report  of  the  grand  jury,  Cameron  County,  Texas. 

Graxd-Jurt  Room,  Brownsville,  Tbx.,  August  28,  lt:^L 
To  Hon.  Wm.  H.  Russell, 

Judge  of  the  District  Court  in  and  for  the  County  of  Cameron^  State  of  Texas  : 

The  grand  Jury  beg  leave  to  report  that  two- thirds  of  the  time  they  have  been  in 
session  has  been  devoted  to  Inquiring  into  the  wholesale  stealing  of  cattle  which  has 
been  and  is  constantly  carried  on,  to  an  alarming  extent,  on  this  frontier. 

We  have  had  before  ns  fifty  or  sixty  of  the  leading  rancheros  living  on  the  river, 
many  of  whom  live  in  the  vicinity  of  the  various  places  where  stolen  cattle  are  drives 
across  the  Rio  Grande  into  the  Republic  of  Mexico,  atiU  the  facta  elioiiad  are  anch  as  to 
convince  us  that  unlessthe  United  States  Government  interposes  its  strong  arm,  the  stock 
interests  will  be  so  injured  as  to  cause  the  depopulation  and  abandonment  of  all  the 
stock-ranches  between  the  Rio  Grande  and  the  Nueces. 

Undoubted  evidence  has  also  been  adduced  to  the  effect  that  all  of  those  depreda- 
tions have  their  origin  on  the  Mexican  side  of  the  Rio  Grande ;  that  it  is  there  the 
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thieTes  or^^nize  and  arm,  and  it  is  from  there  that  onr  State  is  inyaded  by  bands  ol 
Mexican  citizens  sufficiently  large  and  sufficiently  well  armed  and  mounted  to  defy 
capture  and  to  contemn  attack. 

It  would  appear  that  the  parties  engaged  in  this  illicit  traffic  are  protected  by  the 
anthorities  of  Mexico,  from  the  well-known  fact  that  no  attempts  are  made  to  arrest 
the  thieves  and  that  stolen  cattle  find  a  ready  sale  in  open  market  there. 

The  Jury  found  sreat  difficulty  in  obtaining  evidence,  for  the  reason  that  there  is  no 
protection  afforded  the  inhabitants  by  the  muitary  and  no  State  force  adequate  for  the 
emergency,  the  witnesses  knowing  that  the  giving  of  information  that  would  lead  ta 
indictments  is  equivalent  to  signing  their  own  death*warrants ;  but  sufficient  informa- 
tion has  reached  us  to  warrant  us  m  the  statement  that  the  whole  section  of  country 
as  far  up  the  river  as  Hidalgo  County,  and  as  far  back  as  Santa  Gertrudes,  in  Nueces 
County,  is  completely  under  the  control  of  armed  thieves  whose  homes  are  in  Mexico, 
who  carry  on  their  depredations  and  cross  stolen  cattle  in  immense  numbers  into  Mex- 
ico in  broad  daylight,  overawing  the  people  into  silence  regarding  their  depredations 
by  threatening  death  to  all  informers  and  protecting  the  crossing,  when  necessary,  by 
force  of  arms,  as  in  one  instance  of  late  occurrence. 

This  took  place  on  the  morning  of  the  29th  of  July  last,  ofter  snnnp,  at  the  Calabozo 
ranch,  in  this  county,  some  twelve  or  fifteen  miles  from  Brownsville,  where  a  party  of 
well-disposed  ranoheros  disputed  the  crossing  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  head  of 
stolen  cattle,  and  were  fired  on  from  the  Mexican  bank  by  the  party  in  charge,  some 
twenty  in  number,  who  had  previously  succeeded  in  making  their  escape  to  the  Mex- 
ican bank  with  a  part  of  their  booty.  The  fire  was  returned  by  the  rancheros,  and  it 
is  believed  that  three  of  the  thieves  were  wounded. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  this  jury  that  the  above  engagement,  which  lasted  fully  half  an 
hour,  is  a  fli^yprant  violation  of  the  neutrality  laws  and  a  violent  outrage  against  the 
peace,  dignity^  and  sovereignty  of  the  State  and  of  the  United  States,  and  merits  the- 
prompt  attention  of  the  United  States  (Government. 

It  is  broadly  asserted  that  these  armed  miscreants  have  allies  in  these  transactions 
residin|(  in  this  city.  The  constant  movement  of  transient  persons,  belonging  to  the 
other  side  of  the  Rio  Grande,  into  and  out  of  this  city  renders  it  probable  enough  that 
this  is  true,  but  there  has  been  no  evidence  of  the  fact  presented  to  our  attention  la 
such  a  manner  as  to  lead  to  their  detection. 

The  want  of  an  a^ent  or  agents  on  this  frontier,  duly  authorized  to  represent  the 
interest  of  stock-raisers  at  a  distance  in  the  recovery  of  stolen  hides  and  animals,  and 
the  active  prosecution  of  the  thieves,  is  felt  to  be  a  serious  drawback  to  all  movements^ 
for  their  protection.  The  remedy  for  this  is  in  the  hands  of  the  stock-raisers  them- 
selves. 

Its  frontier  iK>sition  renders  this  county  a  sort  of  outpost  for  the  protection  of  the 
more  interior  counties  of  the  State.  The  amount  of  local  crime,  or  the  nnmber  of 
criminals  permanently  resident  here,  is  comparatively  insignificant.  Our  jail  is  filled 
with  foreign  criminals,  from  whom  our  people  are  entitled  to  be  protected  b^  the  Stat« 
or  Federalauthorities.  Instead  of  this,  our  people  are  compelled  to  pay,  in  addition 
to  the  ordinary  State  taxes,  an  annual  sum  equally  large  for  the  support  and  prosecu- 
tion of  offenders,  for  whose  existence  or  crimes  this  county  is  in  no  way  responsible. 
Its  relation  to  the  offenses  of  these  criminals  arises  solely  from  our  geographical  posi- 
tion. If  we  are  to  stand  on  duty  as  sentinels  for  the  interior  portions  oi  the  State,  we 
should  not  be  required  to  pay  the  State  for  not  performing  that  duty  for  us. 

The  county  jail  is  entirely  inadequate  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  these  criminals 
aecnrely,  but  for  the  reasons  already  stated,  added  to  the  destruction  of  the  former 
jail  in  the  storm  of  1867,  the  financial  condition  of  the  connty  will  not  admit  of  an 
ontlay  for  the  improvement  of  the  present  temporary  building  or  the  construction  of 
a  new  one. 

An  appropriation  of  the  State  tax  for  two  years  would  enable  the  county  to  erect  a 
jail  adequate  to  the  demands  of  its  frontier  position.  This  and  the  regular  assumption^ 
by  the  State  of  the  annual  expenditure  of  the  connty  for  the  maintenance  and  prose- 
cution of  foreign  criminals,  would  be  an  act  of  simple  jnstioe  on  the  part  of  the  legis- 
lature, and  place  the  county  on  an  equal  footing  with  others  more  favorably  situated 
in  geographical  position. 

The  sheriff  is  unable  to  maintain  the  prisoners  confided  to  his  charge  at  the  rates 
now  allowed  by  law,  when  he  is  compelled  to  receive  at  par  coanty  scrip  that  can  only 
be  sold  at  thirty-five  to  forty  cents  on  the  dollar.  He  must  either  starve  the  prisoners 
or  feed  them  at  his  personal  expense.  This  demands  a  remedy  at  the  hands  of  the 
county  court. 

The  prisoners  are  better  provided  for  than  either  the  accommodation  furnished  by 
the  connty  or  the  compensation  allowed  the  sheriff,  under  the  circumstances,  demand 
or  justify. 

J.  L.  PUTEGNAT,  Foreman. 
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The  State  of  Texas, 

Omnty  of  Cameron,  m  : 

I,  Robert  B.  Foster,  clerk  of  the  district  eoart  in  and  for  tli«  coauty  of  Camenra,  15tii 
judicial  district,  State  of  Texa»,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of 
the  report  of  the  grand  jury  for  Cameron  County  impanneled  at  the  Aagnst  term, 
1871,  read  in  open  court  August  28,  1871,  and  ordered  filed. 

In  testimony  whereof  witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  said  court  ^is  21st  day  of  Sep- 
tember, A.  D.  1871.  

[8BAL.]  K.  B.  FOSTER. 

ClerJc  District  Court,  Cameron  Countjfj  Teza. 


WASHINGTON,  D.  C,  March  9,  1878. 
H.  S.  Bock  recalled. 

By  Mr.  SCHLEICHER: 

Q.  Do  yoa  reoolleet  what  sort  of  body-|irnAi^  Cortina  had  io  Mata. 
moros  f — A.  I  know  that  he  had  a  gaard  that  was  called  Gortina's  men. 
A  good  many  of  them  were  refagees  from  our  side  of  the  river — crimi- 
nals  who  had  fled  into  Mexioo.  Cortina  controls  things  in  Matamoros, 
so  that  they  coald  not  be  extradited.  Some  of  them  were  men  who  had 
been  in  jail  already  and  had  broken  ont  and  gone  over  there. 

Q.  Were  you  in  Brownsville  at  the  time  of  the  last  arrest  of  Cortina! 
— A.  I  was  out  about  fift>y  miles  from  Brownsville. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  the  circumstances  of  how  Cortina  came  to  be 
arrested  the  last  time  f — A.  After  his  escape  from  the  prison  in  the  city 
of  Mexico  he  came  to  Matamoros  and  organized  a  force  on  the  outside 
of  the  city,  fighting  against  the  Lerdo  party  that  was  holding  Mata- 
moros. Cortina  was  commanding  the  cavalry  in  the  Diaz  forces.  After 
Bevueltas  left  the  city,  General  Blanco,  who  took  possession  of  it  for 
the  Diaz  government,  sent  to  Cortina^s  camp  requesting  him  to  come  in. 
Cortina,  who  is  pretty  wary  generally  of  Mexican  tricks,  fell  into  tiie 
trap  and  came  in.  He  was  arrested  and  remained  a  prisoner  in  Mata- 
moros for  some  time.  General  Canales  threatened  to  shoot  him ;  bat  he 
was  finally  sent  to  the  city  of  Mexico,  where  he  still  remains  a  pris- 
oner. Lerdo  had  had  him  arrested  before  that  and  sent  to  Mexico^  and 
he  had  escaped  from  the  city  and  pronounced  for  Diaz. 

Q.  Were  you  present  at  the  time  that  Cortina  was  engaged  in  ship- 
ping cattle  on-  a  Cuban  vessel  f — A.  No,  sir ;  I  was  sent  for  to  go  down 
to  inspect  the  cattle,  but  some  citizens  came  to  me  and  told  me  not  to 
go,  as  it  would  not  be  safe,  I  being  too  well  known  on  the  border.  First 
Sergeant  Hall,  of  McNally's  command,  who  was  a  stranger  at  Mata- 
moros, and  who  knew  the  Texas  brands,  was  sent.  That  stock  was 
shipped  just  after  the  drove  of  beeves  which  McNally  intercepted  going 
into  Mexico,  and  the  supposition  was  that  those  beeves  were  to  be  sent 
on  that  vessel.  There  has  been  something  said  about  raids  being  got 
up  by  persons  on  the  Texas  side,  but  I  know  that  that  is  not  so.  I 
went  with  the  troops  who  were  sent  to  assist  Captain  Baudlett,  who  was 
acting  in  support  of  McNally's  forces,  and  I  know  that  the  parttes  who 
were  engaged  in  the  raid  were,  many  of  them,  Mexicans  living  at  Las 
Cuevas.  One  of  them  was  caught  and  hung  by  one  of  our  own  citizens, 
A  Mexican. 

Q.  Are  there  any  cattle-ranges  now  along  the  Bio  Ghrande  f  Is  stock- 
raising  still  carried  on  there  to  any  extent  ? — A.  People  are  trying  to 
raise  stock  there ;  for  the  last  two  or  three  years  they  have  have  had  a 
^ood  deal  of  conddence  that  they  would  be  let  alone  in  future,  because 
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siDoe  the  time  that  these  men  were  killed  by  MoNally,  and  since  we 
have  had  oavalry  stationed  there,  there  has  been  very  little  stealing  of 
cattle  in  my  section  on  the  Lower  Bio  Grande.  It  is  only,  however,  by 
having  cavalry  on  the  line  that  raiding  can  be  stopped.  It  is  the  presence 
of  troops  there  tiiat  has  given  secority  to  some  extent  The  rancheros 
there  all  know  me,  and  they  tell  me  that  if  things  continoe  as  they  have 
been  going  on  for  the  last  two  or  three  years,  they  can  raise  stock. 
The  Oorpns  Ohristi  raid  was  in  March,  1875,  and  the  shooting  of  these 
men  by  McNally  occurred  on  the  11th  of  June,  1875,  and  that  fall  the 
cavalry  arrived  there,  and  since  then  the  cavalry  has  been  very  efifect- 
ive  and  very  vigilant.  For  some  time  before  that  there  had  been  no 
cavalry  there  except  a  company  of  monnted  infantry— ^negroes — who 
were  not  effective,  as  there  were  bat  few  of  them,  and  the  thieves  did 
not  seem  to  care  abont  them.  Then  came  the  Ninth  Oavalry,  also  ne- 
gpoes,  but  they  were  taken  right  away  and  succeeded  by  the  Eighth 
Cavalry,  and  that  regiment  has  been  very  effective.  The  Mexicans  on 
our  side  cannot  get  along  with  negroes,  as  the  negroes  are  too  overbear- 
ing for  them,  and  the  Mexicans  will  not  give  them  any  information,  as 
they  do  to  white  soldiers.  Previous  to  those  two  years  back  the  raid- 
ing was  carried  on  very  extensively.  Tlmt  I  know  of  my  own  knowl- 
edge. I  was  all  the  time  through  the  country,  and  discovered  a  good 
many  of  those  raids  myself;  but  generally  I  had  to  get  out  of  the 
way  as  quick  as  possible,  because  it  would  not  do  to  get  into  the  hands 
of  such  people. 

Q.  Is  it  true  that  American  stock-raisers  have  generally  left  that  coun- 
try ? — A.  The  vast  majority  of  stock-raisers  in  that  country,  between 
the  Rio  Grande  and  Nueces  Rivers,  are  Mexicans.  Several  Americans 
bad  been  there  and  some  of  them  were  murdered,  and  tb«  rest  went 
into  the  towns  either  on  the  Nueces  or  the  Rio  Grande,  as  their  only 
security. 

Q.  You  did  not  see  any  of  this  Corpus  Christi  trouble  ? — A.  No,  sir. 
I  took  a  party  of  men  to  intercept  them,  but  tiiey  crossed  into  Mexico 
near  Camargo  and  we  did  not  come  across  them.  The  commercial 
agent  there  telegraphed  to  Judge  Dougherty,  notifying  him  that  the 
thieves  were  on  the  way  to  Matamoros  with  their  booty,  and  Judge 
Dougherty  asked  me  if  I  would  not  go  to  Matamoros  with  him  in  order 
to  identify  the  stolen  horses  by  their  brands,  as  I  knew  the  brands  of  the 
horses  and  cattle  on  the  Nueces.  We  went  to  Matamoros,  but  the 
thieves  had  not  arrived,  and  we  went  again  the  next  day  and  they  did 
not  come.    Neither  the  thieves  nor  the  property  were  ever  turned  over. 

Q.  Were  you  in  Brownsville  during  the  time  that  the  raid  occurred 
on  Rio  Grande  CityjaiH — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  in  Matamoros  the  day  be- 
fore. Two  or  three  of  the  persons  engaged  in  breaking  the  jail  were 
arrested  in  Mexico  and  delivered  up.  One  of  them  was  tried  in  Texas, 
convicted,  and  sent  to  the  penitentiary,  and  afterward  escaped.  There 
was  a  good  deal  of  excitement  in  Matamoros  about  that  time  abont  giv- 
ing these  men  up,  and  there  was  a  good  deal  of  bitter  feeling  abont  it. 
They  were  given  up  in  the  night-time,  very  near  midnight.  One  or  two 
of  the  Lerdo  officers  who  were  on  this  side,  near  the  men,  crossed  the 
ferry,  abused  the  Mexicans  in  charge  of  them,  and  said  that  they  were 
not  true  Mexicans  to  give  up  their  countrymen  to  be  hung  by  Boleos. 
Boleo  is  a  word  used  to  designate  Americans  or  white  men.  it  is  not 
so  offensive  a  word  as  Gringos. 

.Q.  Do  you  think  that  the  central  government  of  Mexico  is  strong 
enough  to  arrest  criminals  there  and  send  them  over  here! — A.  LtJ^vc^ 
so. 
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Q>  Would  the  people  allow  that  to  be  done  f — A.  Yes ;  if  the  gorern- 
meirt  sends  the  right  sort  of  officers,  bat  as  long  as  the  government 
sends  officers  who  are  from  the  boandary  themselves  and  are  not  in 
sympathy  with  the  people,  nothing  can  be  done.  Mexicans  get  out  of 
doing  things  with  the  best  grace  in  the  world  when  they  do  not  want  to 
do  them.  Generally  they  have  Oortina  and  Canales  in  command,  or  if 
not  in  direct  command,  they  control  those  that  are,  and  they  have 
Tamaalipas  men  under  them,  and  of  coarse  nothing  is  done. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  anything  about  the  present  military  force  which  the 
Mexican  Government  has  on  the  border  f — ^A.  I  have  very  little  idea.  At 
the  time  I  left  there  I  do  not  think  that  there  were  more  than  800 
men  from  Laredo  extending  down  all  the  way  to  Matamoros. 

Q.  What  character  of  men  are  the  Mexican  troops  f — A.  A  good  share 
of  them  are  cavalry.  They  are  as  good  soldiers  as  can  be  expected. 
Mexicans  do  good  fighting,  but  they  have  generally  infernally  poor  offi- 
cers. 

Q.  Who  is  now  the  commanding  officer  there  f — A.  There  is  no  one 
there  ranking  Canales.  The  ranking  officer  over  him  was  Trevino,  who 
was  stationed  in  Monterey. 

Q.  What  is  the  feeling  on  our  side  among  the  people  f  Do  they  take 
part  with  the  different  factions  in  Mexico? — A.  Yes,  sir.  The  time  when 
Diaz  got  his  foot-hold  in  Mexico  he  started  from  Brownsville.  He  made 
Brownsville  his  headquarters,  from  which  he  issued  proclamations  or 
caused  them  to  be  issued.  He  raised  men  and  arms  there.  That  was  the 
most  palpable  violation  of  the  neutrality  law  that  could  be  perpetrated. 
Ninety-nine  out  of  every  100^  citizens  of  Brownsville  (Americans  and 
Mexicans)  were  in  sympathy  with  him.  I  do  not  know  why ;  I  cannot 
account  for  it;  but  they  seem  to  be  in  sympathy  with  every  revolu- 
tion. In  fact,  they  make  the  most  money  in  times  of  revolution,  because 
when  Matamoros  is  shut  up  the  trade  is  done  from  Brownsville.  Diaz 
has  been  in  some  little  time,  and  the  outs  are  getting  impatient  and 
would  like  to  get  up  a  revolution.  They  do  not  seem  to  care  on  whose 
side  a  revolution  is  so  long  as  it  is  against  the  existing  government. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  been  in  the  interior  of  Mexico  ? — ^A.  No,  sir ;  ex- 
cept some  50  miles. 

Q.  What  is  your  idea  as  to  the  stability  of  the  government  there  f — 
A.  I  think  that  Diaz  will  be  able  to  maintain  himself.  The  people  lose 
a  good  deal  by  revolutions,  especially  on  the  border,  from  the  loss  of 
cattle,  horses,  and  other  property,  so  that  they  are  getting  tired  of  rev- 
olutions and  are  glad  to  live  under  any  government  if  it  is  only  stable.  I 
speak  of  those  who  are  trying  to  live  by  their  industry.  The  people  who 
are  in  favor  of  revolution  are  the  restless  and  ambitious  classes  and 
office-seekers  who  are  all  the  time  seeking  to  cause  disturbance.  I  think 
that  the  masses  of  the  people  of  Mexico  are  going  to  let  Diaz  alone  if  he 
only  gives  them  a  stable  government. 

Q.  There  is  an  element  among  the  old  residents  there  that  is  composed 
of  quite  good  people fr- A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  But  they  have  no  intiuence  in  politics! — A.  Very  little.  The 
masses  are  controlled  by  some  loud-spoken  fellows  who  do  nothing  but 
meddle  in  politics,  just  as  they  do  on  our  side.  In  the  Cortina  time  the 
municipal  elections  in  Matamoros  were  always  held  on  a  Sunday,  and 
the  people  were  either  Cortina  men  or  Trevino  men,  as  they  were  some- 
times called. 

Q.  Did  not  Cortina  kill  a  man  by  the  name  of  Trevino  f — A.  Yes,  that 
was  another  Trevino,  near  Reynosa.  That  Trevino  was  an  alcalde,  and 
Cortina  abot  \i\m  ^wWXi  ^  -^VeXftX  mWiossX  ^\^^  ^^t^oiouy* 
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Q.  Was  not  that  for  the  arrest  of  some  of  Oortina's  men  f — A.  I  do 
not  knowy  but  I  believe  that  it  grew  out  of  the  taking  of  stock  or  some 
property.    1  know  that  the  Mexicans  generally  condemned  it. 

[Witness  supplied  the  following  statement  as  an  addition  to  or  explana- 
tion of  part  of  his  former  testimony.] 

I  did  not  revise  the  first  part  of  my  testimony.  I  have  seen  it  in 
print,  and  wis^  to  explain  what  I^really  meant  in  saying  that  a  good 
deal  of  stock  has  been  driven  to  Kansas  and  a  good  deal  stolen  and  car- 
ried to  Mexico. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  civil  war  there  were  large  numbers  of  cattle 
between  the  Nueces  and  Eio  Grande.  8oon  after  the  cessation  of  hos- 
tilitilBS  the  Mexicans  commenced  raiding  into  Texas.  They  drove  thou- 
sands of  cattle  and  some  horses  across  the  Rio  Grande,  and  sold  them 
publicly  in  the  markets  of  Mexico.  About  three  years  since,  during  a  trial 
in  the  district  court  of  Cameron  County,  stock-raisers  stated  upon  oath 
that  since  the  civil  war  90  per  cent,  of  their  cattle  had  been  stolen  and 
<;arried  to  Mexico ;  the  increase  also.  The  increase  is  about  30  per  cent, 
per  annum.  The  most  of  the  witnesses  were  American  citizens  of  Mex- 
ican origin.  It  was  not  lintil  after  this  great  decrease  of  stock  that  some 
<^ttle  was  purchased  in  this  section  and  driven  to  Kansas.  The  num- 
ber taking  that  direction  constituted  but  a  small  percentage  of  the 
cattle  that  were  stolen  and  carried  to  Mexico.  On  some  occasions 
lawless  men  have  stolen  cattle  from  the  sands  with  a  view  to  drive  them 
to  Kansas.  These  robberies  have  been  but  a  very  small  portion  of  the 
losses  of  cattle  between  the  Nueces  and  Eio  Grande.  I  speak  advisedly 
because  I  have  been  deputy-inspector  of  hides  and  animals  for  several 
years,  and  have  reason  to  know  the  facts.  I  know  the  constant  stream 
of  hides  stolen  in  Texas,  taken  to  Mexico  and  sold,  and  brought  back 
into  Texas  for  shipment,  where  I  had  access  as  inspector,,  and  I  have 
claimed  large  numbers  for  the  owners,  notwithstanding  the  purchasers 
culled  generally  the  Texas  hides  and  shipped  them  elsewhere. 

I  have  captured,  or,  rather,  assisted  in  capturing  cattle  stolen  in  Texas 
within  sight  of  Matamoros.  I  know  that  the  Mexican  authorities  have 
never  made  any  serious  efforts  to  check  these  depredations. 
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ERRATA. 

Page  117,  change  "  Esoobedo,''  at  the  endW  a  line  18  lines  from  the  foot,  to  "  Es- 
trada." wmf" 
Also,  the  same  correction  on  first  line  of  page  118. 
Also,  change  the  word  *'  toes,"  on  the  thirteenth  line  of  page  118,  into  ''  thumbs." 
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